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AUTHOR'S -D.ECLARA&I‘ION.; .
As there are some people o cannot read mﬂmut 5
making apphcatmns of tbe vicions and lu&mmns
characters they meet with in works of this gnd I
declare to these mischievous Readers, that' they
will be to blame, if they appiy@nv of t‘bé P_lctures
drawn in this bqul'{ = pubhcly oWa, *that my
purpose i to represent life ag we find it: but God |
forbid that I sbcmld unaertake to delmeate any
man in . partncuiar' Tet no Reader, therefore, :
assume to himself that whlch proper]y belongs to’
others, lest, as Phedros observes, he make an un-
Jucky dlscovery of his character. Stulte P

animi conscientiam. There arve physxc:an;s in Castile,

i o N

as we]l as in Fr&nce;» whose-; ractxcc conl

eva(,m.tmg their patients a little too muk ; and
aa the same vices and peculmmms of disposition

‘are to be seen every ¥ wpere;, 1 confess. that I have







- no sooner read this mscrnptmn, than hofcrl%ﬁuibﬂ- o

oI BLAS TO THEREADER& .

GE\TTLE Reader, befogg thou hearest the lnstory
of my life, gwe me leave to enterta?n tlme“witbaf

ghorbstory. = 3 *
~ Two scholars, in theu' way from Pennaficl te

qalamanca, being thirsty and fatigued, sat down *

by a spring they met with on the rcad. ~There,
while they rested themselves, after having quenched
their thirst, they pcrcelvecb by. accident, upon a

stone that was even with the surface of the earth,

some letters already half effaced by time and the
feet of flocks that came to water at the fountain.

Having washed it, they read these words in the -

Castihan tongue :—dyui es & ehnewanda el ‘Alna
del Licenciado Pedro Garcias. Here is mtei‘red

the soul of the Licentiate Peter Garcxas The-

younger of the two students, being a pert ¢ coxcomb,

a loud laugh, “ A good joke, Pfaith! . Here is in- |
terred the sonl—a soul interred | —3 §a—tbe devil *
could be thie author of such a wise epitaph !, So
saying, he got up, and went away ; while bis com-

panion, who was blessed with a greater share of -

penctration, said to himself, ;j There is certamly
dome mystery in tlnghaﬁ'an'. I‘ll stay in onler 0
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a:fg}-t, i;han he began to dlg with lns 7_
al afﬁr 4 the stone; and sncceeded so well,
 that he got it up, aud found beneath it a leathern
pm'sgi, ccmtammg a hundred ducats, and a card,
_ on which was written the following sentence in
‘ Latin: —¢ Whasoever thon art who' hast wit
- enough to discover the meaning of the inscrip-
= iwfn, zrherxt my money, and make a better use of
% i .f.han Lhave done.” The scholar, rejmcmg at
his good fa*ﬂme, nlaced the stone in its former
- Si‘aatmn, and walked home to Salamancw thh the
T aouI of the hcmtmte SEfa.
v Of what complexion seever thou mayest he,

endly Reader, thou wilt tertainly resemble one
of those - two scHolars -

for if thou perusest my
adventures, without perceiving the moral instrue-

~ tions they contain, thou wilt reap no harvest from
3% }Lhy labours, but if thou readest with attention,

-~ thonwilt find in them, according to the precept of
2 Ji‘Iorace “proﬁt mmgled with pleasufe, '

= »i_-;
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] br@ker, aﬁe%r ﬁt}zm '@m@bl A
_ 1or gospel, rdered his men to unt
~ and _”s&me suits of all colors

mea g%mf ’tﬁﬂjﬁ maﬁn ‘me try one /

W hawe béen made exa actly foruiy bha ‘

‘struck m fancy, %iﬁ%a@ngh "ﬂmewkmﬁ'
Hoiihbass

“one mwy See - ym, A
¢ about. *I'eﬂm tell.you, that suit
of thi greatest lardy in the kingd

ey hiree times on his
: iﬁwmm, mmhmgﬁ% he ﬁner,






with

smbis

oked very Black '
account with receiving 4

 had followed me all the way,

laying aside the clok in which he was mufll

- discovered a great bag under

~ pearance of this bag, which 1

fall of money, 1, as well a5 some other peoy
 Were present, stared with their eyes wide open ;
T thoueht I heard the voioe of -an angel, when
man, laying the bag upon the table, pronon

“Bignior Gil Blas

- marchioness has sent you” |

A

S

- bows te the bearer, whom 1 overwhelmed with

lity: and hie was uo Sooner gdne, than 1 dar tﬁc@ﬁﬁﬂﬂ

the bag, like a hawlk upon his

z w&nyé}mmhﬁﬂi‘miéd“~‘i’t without loss of :
- Torndin it a Morisand ducats, T had jostma
s

present, and trudged back 1o my lod;
own study, litle satisfied with - .
Tosity.. But, just as I entered the inn, a mah, who

, here is something that my lad

‘my ring, havir
much more con

summe n il e

‘hisarm. Atﬁm p«-ﬂ ot

ad all the air o

made many p#af@unfl 'A

prey; and carrying it

loan

end of counting them, when m{ landlord, who had

heard what the porter said, ca

- b Thunderstrack at the.si
e colit spread upon e table, < Zounds;” eri
Eﬁ’ rﬁf#hﬂt a: 'Va,s%“ gm @f moncy iﬁ h@rﬁ! ijil

=
4 4 & T
- Y L
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me in te :séé-té&e&nma; R ~ 
tyof .
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g1

ongst the women,” added he,
e for although yﬂu hm?e rmt'

'me a sensxble pl&asure* so that I do aamz won&er"
young fellows love to be thought men of intrigue.
My mnacﬁnce, }:mvever, got the  better of my

, ved my landlord, And recounted
the te*y of E&ma P@';%ﬁt‘h, to which he listened

- with great attention. I then disclosed the stateof

my aﬂans ; and as be seemed to interest himself in

~ my behalf, begged the assistance of his ‘advice.

Having mused awhile, ¢ Sigmm Gil Blas,” said
-he, “E have a regdﬁi for you; and since you have
confidence enough in me to unbosom yourself in
this manner, 1 will, without flattery, tell you what
1 think you are fittest for. As you seem designed
by ndtuxe for the court, I advise you to ga thither,

ach ycmrsﬂlf to some grandes: but be sure

- meddle in his concerns or goter into his
mlﬂawres ; otherwise you will lose your time: I
hnuw the great. 'ihey look upon the zeal and
attachment of &n*h@neg map as nothing af all;
and wind only suth as are nereqsmv 1o themselves.
But you have anbther resource,” * continned he:
y@u are young and handsome; and these quali-
ﬁs%hmas alone, witheut the least glimpse of under-
st gs,ndmg, Are more than sufficient to eaptivate a

vieh widow, or charm some fine fndy mﬁhm})ll}’
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‘ound masel:f &mappﬂmﬁed f fhp
= “mmwy swhich he exp:aemd I Wmﬂd agteml at h:;s

LW&’I?Y or thlrty W&X umd}es We: passed. through :
a great many servants, of whom the lady asked’ if
~ Don Raphael was come yet ;and was. answered in
~ the negative: upon which, . aﬁére&amg herself to
 me, “ Signior Gil Blas,” said she; © I have a bro-
ther, whom I expect this evening from a villa we
have two leagues from this: he will bevely agree-
ably sarprised %o find in this begse, a a gentloman to
whgm{@mwhol ,m;l}l is so much indehted”
She had scarce spoke ¢ cse words, when we heard
a npise belaw, ‘Vhlﬁb we were told, was ovcasioned
by the arrival of ch Raphae} and that cavalier,
who was a young man of a good shape and gen-
teel address, appeared soontafter. ¢ Brother,” sajei
the lady to him, Tam ex’cremel% glad of y@nr
,return. You will assist me in deing honor to Sig-
nior ‘Gil Blas of Qantdhme i tor Whﬁm,rwe ean
never enough shew» our gratitude for what hehas
e in behalf of our kmswaman Donna Mcnem.
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