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Q ROME. :

Of these in general, it is unnecessary to say
much; but the effects which the conduct and cha-

racter of Constantine had on the Roman world, |

require that his history should be briefly described. -
Helena, the daughter of an innkeeper, was his
mother, and the place of his birth Naissus, in

Dacia. He was about eighteen years of age,

when his father, Constantius, was advanced to

the rank of Czsar, and on that occasion his mo-
ther was divorced, and himself reduced to a state
of humiliation. Instead of following the for-
tune of his father, he remained in the service of
Dioclesian, and after signalising his valour both
in Egypt and Africa, rose to the station of a tfi-
bune of the first order. His figure was tall and
majestic ; he was dexterous in all” his exercises,
and more susceptible of the charms of ambition
than of pleasure. The favour of the soldiers
had already pointed him out as worthy of the
rank of Cazsar, which exciting the jealousy of |
Galerius, his father recalled him to his presence, .
and on his death named him his successor, as has
already been mentioned, though he had six child-
ren by his empress Theodora, to whom it is,

* however, but justice to own, that Constantine ever

. behaved with fraternal affection.

When his father died, he was about ‘thirty-
two years old, and consequently in the full vi-
gour both of body and mind. His administration
n Gaul, which province had fallen to his share, was
marked with courage and equity, while Maxen-

- tius was acting the tyrant at Rome. Fired by
ambition, or impelled by humanity, Constantine
resolved to march into Italy against that general, |
and to drive him from the capital. It was upon
this occasion that he formed a resolution which

> produced
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produced a signal revolution in the politics, as
well as the morals, of mankind ; and gave anew
turn to the councils of the wise, and the pursuits
 of the ambitious. One evening, as we are.told
by Eusebius, the army being upon its march to-
wards Rome, Constantine was taken up with va-
rfous considerations upon the fate of sublunary
things, and the dangers of his approaching ex-
pedition ; and sensible of his own incapacity to
succeed without -divine assistance, he employed
his meditations upon the opinions that were then
chiefly agitated among mankind, and sent up his
ejaculations to Heaven to inspire him with wis-
dom to choose the path to pursue. It was then,
asthe sun was declining, that there suddenly ap-
_peared a pillar of light in the heavens, in the fi-
gure of a cross, with this inscription, TOYTQ
NIKa, In this overcome. - So extraordinary an ap-
pearance did not fail to create astonishment bot_h
in the émperor and his whole army, who saw it
with very different optics. Those who were at-
tached to paganism, prompted by theil: aruspices,
pronounced-it to be & most inauspicious omen,
portending the most unfortunate events. But it
“made a -c%iﬁ‘erent impression on the emperor’s
mind ; who, as the account goes, was further
encouraged by visions the same night. He
therefore, on the day following, caused a royal
standard to be made, resembling that which he
had seen in the heavens, and commanded it to
be carried before him in the wars, as an‘erﬁm%;n
of victory and celestial protection. After this, he
consulted with several of the principal teachers
of Christianity, and made a public avowal of
that religion. &

Constantine having thus attached his soldiers
B2 te
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to his interest, who were mostly of the christian
persuasion, advanced with ninety thousand foot,
_ and eight thousand horse, almost to the very

gatesof Rome. Maxentius, who had long aban-
doned himself to ease and debauchery, now be-
gan to make preparation for defence: he first
put in practice all the superstitious rites which
paganism prescribed ; and next consulted the si-
byline books,{from whence he was informed, that
on that great day the enemy of Rome should
perish. This prediction, which was equivocal,
he applied to Constantine ; and therefore leaving
all things in the best posture, he confidently ad-
vanced from the city, with an army of a hun-

dred and seventy thousand foot, and eighteen
thousand horse. - The en
time, fierce and bloody, but victory declared on
the side of his opponent; and Maxentins him-
p, Self was drowned in his flight, by the
319, breaking down of a bridge, as he at-
L tempted to cross the Tyber.
Constantine now enterin
the praises which the senate and people were
ready to offer; and humbly ascribed his success
+ toa superior power. He even caused the cross,
which he was said ‘to have seen in the heavens,
to be placed at the right of all his statues with.
an inscription,

< fluence of that victorious cross, Constantine
“ had delivered the city from the yoke of ty-
¢ rannical power, and had restored the senate
¢ and people of Rome to their ancient autho-
* nity.”  He afterwards ordained that no crimi-
nal should,

for the future, suffer death by the |

cross, which had formerly

whi been the usual way
of punishing slaves convicte

Edicts

gagement was, for some

g the city, disclaim.ed.

imPlY.ing,_  That under the in-

d of capital offences.
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Edi&s were soon after issued, declaring that the
Christians should be eased of all their grievances,
and received into places of trust and authority.
Thus the religion of Christ, which had stood the
ordeal of ten persecutions, was seen at once to
prevail over the whole Roman empire ; and as
that enormous fabric had been built and conduct-
ed upon pagan principles, its strength and cohe-
rence were lost; when those principles were thus
at once subverted.
. In this state, matters continued for some time,
Constantine contributing with all his might to the
interest of religion, and the revival of learning,
which had long been upon the decline; and was
almost become wholly extinct. = But in the midst
of these honourable assiduities, the peace of the
empire was again disturbed by the preparations
of Maximin, who governed in the east; and
who, desirous of a full participation of power,
marched against Licinius, with a very numerous
army, In consequence of this step, after many
partial conflicts, a general engagement ensued,
i which Maximin suffered a total defeat ; many
of his troops were cut to pieces, and those who
survived, submitted to the conqueror. Maximin, -
however, having escaped the eneral. carnage,
once more put himself at the iead of another
army, resolving to try the fortune of the field ;
but his death prevented the design. As hedied
by a very estraordinary kind of madness, the
Christians, of whom he was the declared enemy,
did not #ail to ascribe his end to a judgment.
from heaven ; but this*is the age in which false
judgments and false miracles make up the bulk
of uninstructive history. o
 QConstantine and Licinius thus remaining un-
BRI dispoted
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disputed possessors and partners in the empire,

all things promised a peaceable continuance of
amity and power. However, it was soon found,

)

that the same ambition which aimed after a part, |

would be content with nothing less than the
whole. Pagan writers ascribe the rupture be- -

tween these two potentates to Constantine 5 while
the Christians, on the other hand, impute it

wholly to Licinius. = Both, perhaps, might have
concurred ; for Licinius is convicted of having
persecuted Christianity, which was so highly fa-
voured by his rival ; and Constantine is known
to have been the first to begin the preparations

for an open rupture.  Both sides exerted all their

influence and power ; and, at the head of very
formidable armies, came to an engagement near

Cybalis, in Pannonia. Constantine, previousto

the battle, in the midst of his christian bishops,

begged the assistance of Heaven; while Licinius, |

with equal zeal, called upon the pagan priests to
intercede with the gods in his favour. The suc-
cess was on the side of truth: Constantine, after
an obstinate resistance, became victorious ; took
the enemy’s camp ; and, after some time, com-
pelled Licinius to sue for a truce, which was
- acceded te.  But this was of no long duration ;
for soon after,. the war breaking out afresh, and
the rivals coming once more to 2 general engage-
ment, 1t proved decisive. Licinius was entirely
defeated, and pursued by Constantine into Nico-
media, where he surrendered himself to the vic- o
tor; having first obtained an oath that his Life
A sho_ul‘_d be spared, and that he should be
393, Permitted to spend the remainder « * 4

ays inretirement. This oath, by the |

Constantine shortly after broke ; for either ted¥~ |

ing
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.ing his designs, or finding him actually engaged
in: fresh conspiracies, he commanded him to be
put to death, together with Martian his general,
who, some time hefore, had been created Cesar.
‘Constantine being now left without a rival to
divide his power, or any person from whose claims
bg could have the least apprehensions, resolved
to establish Christianity on a solid basis. He
commanded that in all the provinces of the em- °
pire the orders of the bishops should be exactly
obeyed; a privilege of which, in succeed-
ing times, they made but a very indifferent
use. He assembled also a general council of
these fathers at Nice, in order to repress ,
the heresies that had already crept into so5.
the church, particularly that of Arius.
To this place repaired about three hundred and
eighteen bishops, besides a multitude of presby-
ters and deacons, together with the emperor him-
self; who all, except about seventeen, con_curred
in condemning the tenets of Arius; and this here-
siarch, with his associates, was banished into a
remote part of the empire. ;

But though he had thus restored universal .
tranquillity to the empire; he was not able to
avoid calamities of a more domestic nature. As
the prejudiced historians of this period are en-
tirely at variance with each other, it is not easy
to say what were the motives which induced him
to put his wife Fausta and his son Crispus to
death. The most plausible account is, that Fausta, -
the el?fi)reSS, who wassa woman of great beauty,

- but of extravagant desires, had long, though se-
48 Yo tsdulged a criminal passion for Crispus, -

o MMtine’s son by a former ‘wife. She had

wied every art to inspire this youth with a -
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.and worthy of an ambitious mind. He designed
to build a city, which at once might be the ca-
pital and metropolis of the world ; and for this
purpose, he made choice of a situation at Chal-
cedon, in Asia Minor; but we are told, that in
laging out the ground-plan, an eagle caught up
the line, and flew with it over to Byzantium, a
city which lay upon the opposite side of the
Bosphorus. Here, therefore, it was thought ex-
pedient to fix the seat of empire;«and, indeed,
nature seemed to have formed it with all the
conveniences and all the beauties that can be
conferred on situation. It was situated on a
plain, that rose gently from the water : it com-
manded that strait which unites the Mediterra-
nean with the Euxine sea, and was furnished
with all the advantages which the most indulg-
ent climate could bestow. This city, therefore,
he beautified with the most magnificent edifices :
he divided it into fourteen regions: builta , ;5.

- capitol, an amphitheatre, many churches, 330,
and other public works; and having thus .
rendered it equal to the magnificence of ;g
his idea, he dedicated it in a very solemn

manner, to the Gop of martyrs; and, in about

two years after, repaired thither with his whole’
courte.* : ;

The immediate sensation at Rome, and indeed
of the whole empire, on this important change,
was less than might have been expected. Fortwo
or three years there was no disturbance of any
consequence in the state; but, at length, the

_* From this period, to the destruction 8f the western em-
Pire, the histories of Rome and Constantinople are of neces-
Sity blended.

Goths
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procured a declaration from the soldiers, that
the sons of Constantine alone should participate
in the empire. ‘ g :

Constantius, to whom his father had recom-
mended the care of his obsequies, as being on the-
spot, having taken possession of the palace, n
order to quiet the apprehensions of Dalmatius
and Annibalianus, entered into a solemn cen- .
tract with them, which immediately after he
sought a specious pretext for breaking. From |
theghands of the bishop of Nicomedia, he re- |
ceived a fictitious scroll, in which the late em- |
peror expressed his suspicions, that he had been |
poisoned by his brothers, and conjured his ‘sons |
to revenge his death. This charge, false as 11.'1
undoubtedly was, precluded the hope of defence, |
and even the forms of legal proceeding. «The |
soldiers immediately massacred the two uncles
of Constantius and seven of his nephews, with |
other more distant connections ;- and of this nu-
merous family, Gallus and Julian alone were
saved from the hands of the assassins. .

A new division of the provinces followed this
bloody tragedy. Constantine, the eldest of the
Cesars, by way of pre-eminence obtained the
possession of the new capital ; Thrace and the
eastern provinces fell to the lot of Constantius;
and Const?.ns was aclmowledged sovereign by |
Italy, Africa, and the western Illyricum. These
three princes, according to their seniority, were
twenty-one, twenty, and seventeen years of agé
when they assumned the reins of government,and
were complimented by the senate with the title
of Augustus,
ﬂ‘At the dectase of Constantine the Great, the
tirone of Persia was filled by Sapor, to wht;l{ﬂ

i 1S,
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his very enemies ascribe the virtues of a states-

| man, and the courage and conduct of a general.
He was animated by a desire of avenging the
disgrace of his fathers, and of wresting from the
shands of the Romans the five provinces beyond
the Tigris. Chosroes, the son of Tiridates, king
of Armenia, being in alliance with the Romans,
obtained the sceptre of his father, through the
influence of that government, after some years '
of civil dissension’; but consented to purchase
the friendship, of Sapor, by the cession of a pro-
vince, and an ignominious tribute.

Sapor, indeed, was a formidable rival, as well
as a troublesome neighbour to Constantius, dur-
ing his whole reign. The armies of Rome and
Persia encountered each other in nine bloody
battles, in which victory generally declared for
the latter. - In the battle of Singara, the , p
Roman legions, by an effort of tumultu- s4g. -
ous valour, forced, and possessed them- :
selves of the Persian camp ; but while they were
engaged in plunder, the vigilant Sapor advanced,
under cover of the night, upon the conquerors;
and reversing the fortune of the day, compelled
his foes to a melancholy retreat. S

At last, while Sapor was besieging Nisibis,
for the third time, and had almost forced it to
surrender, he received intelligence that the
eastern provinces of Persia were ravaged by the
Massagetz. In consequence of this, he con-

- cluded a. truce with Constantius, who was like-
wise called off to atténd to other affairs; and
therefore a pacification being equally desirable
to both, the terms were easily adjusted.

Constantine, the eldest son of the late empe-
tor, had early complained of being defrauded h:_n

(o] is
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. Gaul and Italy immediately submitted to
Magnentius ; while Tllyricum, comprehending
the martial countries from the Danube to the
extremity of Greece, obeyed the government of
Vetranio, a veteran of experience and reputation.
This general, listening to the ambitious counsels
of Constantina, the widow of Annibalianus,
* assumed the diadem also, and contracted an al-
liance with Magnentius. :

Cn the first news of these revolutionary move-

ments, Constantius turned his whole attention to
this quarter ; and in order to divide his enemies,
professed his readiness to acknowledge Vetranio
as his partner in the empire; but rejected all
idea of treating with Magnentius, the murderer ,
of his brother, and whose death he was deter-
mined to revenge. :
- Vetranio accordingly having withdrawn from
his recent alliance with Magnentius, advanced to
Sardica with a very numerous army, 1 order to
have an interview with Constantius, and to re-
gulate their joint operations against the usurper.

~ The two armies having assembled in a large
plain, near the last-mentioned city, Constantius
and Vetranio, their commanders, were called -
upon to explain the situation of public affairs.

The precedency of rank and speech was al-
lowed to Constantius, who acquitted himself
with so much ability, that the officers on poth
sides saluted Kim as their lawful sovereigns
while the troops caught the enthusiasm of loyalty,
and the plains of Sardica resounded with, «Long
tive the son of Constantine:’” Vetranio, asto-
nished and confounded at the tesgiversation gf
his troops, prostrated himself at the feet of the

emperor, whom he had met as an equal ; and
e ca’ being
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being raised from the ground by Constantius,

and assured of favour and protection, quietly

retired to the enjoyment of ease and affluence in

2 private station.

1

o

o
!

The contest with Magnentius h_ad> a>n'mre for-

midable aspect, and presented all the horrors %f

civil war ; to prevent which, Constantius offered |
to cede all the provinces beyond the Alps. This |
tender was insultingly rejected ; and Magnentius

deigned only to promise the emperor pardon, on
condition that he instantly abdicated the throne.

It was evident now that force of arms must |

decide the important contest. Magnentius was

besieging Mursa, when the approach of Con-
. stantius warned him to prepare for battle. The
son of Constantine having animated his soldiers
- with an harangue, retired to a neighbouring

church, and committed to his generals and to

God the conduct of this decisive day. Withva-

_rious turns of fortune, the engagement was
maintained till night, and ended with the defeat
of the usurper, who, after performing prodigies

: ?ifi‘ Izrtixlptfr, was obliged to seek safety by

The approach of winter prevented any further |

opel‘ation:s of censequence; but scarcely had
Magnentius fixed his residence at Aquileia, be-
fore Rome and Ttaly, owning their lawful sove-

reign, obliged him to retire with the remains of

his army into the province of Gatl.
It was now the turn of Magnentius to sue in

vain ; for Constantine was inexorable to all his

entreaties.  Finding, therefore, his situation
desperate,

: he £511 upon his own sword to esca
being delivered up to the emperor. His broﬁII:'
I‘ecennus followed the same example ; and the

public
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public tranquillity was confirmed by executing
the most guilty of the partisans of Magnentius.
_* The whole Roman empire was once more
united under the sway of Constantius; but the
triumphs of arms seemed only to establish-
the influence of the eunuchs, who alternately
goveméd the emperor by his fears, his indolence,
and his vanity. Of these slaves, the ‘most dis-
tinguished was the chamberlain Eusebius, who
ruled the monarch and the palace with absolute
sway, and by his artful suggestions persuaded
his master to add a new crime to the long list of
‘unnatural murders which had taken place in
the family of Cofistantine, by the condemnation
of Gallus, his only surviving cousin, except
Julian. !
- Gallus had been invested with the purple in
the twenty-fifth year of his age, and afterwards
married to the princess Constantina. He then
fixed his fesidence at Antioch; and from thence
administered the five great dioceses of the eastern
prefecture. But though he behaved with fra-
ternal affection to Julian, his general conduct
was tyrannical and disgusting 5 and having at - .
last insulted Constantius in the persons of two -
of his ministers, whom he put to death with
savage cruelty, he was ordered to appear before -
 the emperor. While he reluctantly complied,
he was arrested ; and being stripped of the en-
signs of his dignity, suffered in prison at Polain .
Istria, like the vilest malefactor. 4
His brother Julian, who now, exclusive of
the emperor, alone survived of the numerous
posterity of Constantius Chlorus was mvolve%
in the disgrace of Gallus ; but after some months™

- confinement, in, the court of Milan, his hfe was
] c 3 : preserved
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preserved by the generous interference of the
empress Eusebia, and Athens assigned as
place of his honourable exile. This city was
highly agreeable to a prince of Julian’s taste.
From his early youth he had evinced a propen
sity to the learning, manners, and religion
the Greeks ; and in the schools of Athens he
established that pre-possession in favour of hi

talents, which was soon diffused over the Roman
world. o

Constantius finding himself unequal to the
sole government of such a mighty empire,
surrounded by barbarous nations, adopting the
advice of Eusebia, in opposition to that of the
eunuchs, soon recalled Julian, whom he mar-

_ ried to his sister Helena, and appointed him as
‘ jCﬁesar, to reign over the countries beyond the
PS- e 3 X
_ Though the ministers of Constantius had not
been able to ward off this blow against their
influence, and retain Julian in a state of inacti-
vity, they determined, by the most insidious
* maneuvres, to render his political existence dis-
agreeable to him. They removed from about
- hus person all his confidential friends; and, un~
der pretence of shewing him respect, placed
guards over him, rather to observe his motions
than to defend him from danger. His letters
were opened in their presence; and so vigilant |
was th'elr jealousy, that he found it necessary
to forbid his friends corresponding with him or
visiting him, lest they should incur suspicion, of
himself be exposed to risk. d :

On his quitting the court of Milan for Gaul,
where the empire was menaced by the barba~
mians, he was surrounded with observers, spies,

and
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and opponents, whose study it was to control -
this actions, and curb his power. Yet amidst
these obstacles and intrigues, his first campaign
was fortunate, and his success determined the
emperor to increase his authority; but in order
to lessen the merit of this favour, an officer was
placed over Julian, with the most muortifying
contempt; as he had been accessary to the
destruction of his own brother Gallus.
. Had not Julian possessed a great share of
prudence and address, as well as the sincere af-
fection of his troops, it would have been impos-
sible for him at once to contend with so many
secret machinations of pretended friends, and
the continual irruption of open enemies, who
sometimes attacked him on all sides. Whilst
the Ceesar scarcely passed a day without a cone
flict, Constantius led a life of indolence at Milan,
during many months. Having, however, re-
solved to return into the east, he indulged his
pride and curiosity by paying a visit to the an~
cient capital, before he set out from Ttaly. Ac-
cordingly, he entered Rome at the head of a
triump%mal procession ; was lodged in the palace
of Augustus, presided in the senate, and
harangued the people. On seeing the temple of
Jupiter, the public baths, the amphitheatre, the
“tomb of Adrian, the theatre of Pompey, the
forum of Trajan, and other splendid edifices, he
_exclaimed, ¢ Fame, which exaggerates all other
“ things, falls short of the truth in her account
< of Rome.” He would not enter the senate-
house, however, till the altar of victory and
other remains of pagan superstition were re-
moved: and by several sanguinary edicts, he
I endeavoured to root out idolatry and dw_mx-
: ; nation,
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« from mine ; though I could easily oblige yo

« to renounce it.”” ¢ What,” replied the father,

¢ can you speak in favour of a wretch detested

« by Heaven, who has preferred falsehood to
« truth, and abjured the faith of the true God,

« to bend the knee before an idol > To this the
emperor answered, “ Invectives are here ill
¢ placed ;” and then addressing himself to the

son, “ Since your father is deaf to your entrea-

" ¢ ties, and pays no regard to my recommen-
« dation, I will take care of you.” 1
However, though Julian was not an intolerent

bigot*, he shewed aglaring partiality for the ad- |

herents and the converts to polytheism. Though
he overlooked the merit of christian constancy,

he nobly rewarded those Gentiles who had pre-

ferred their gods to the favour of his immediate
predecessors ; norwas he indifferent to the claims
of the Christians who became proselytes to the
ancient religion of the state. The natural tem-

per of the soldiery, made his conquests over .

their religious tenets easy ; and the weight of an

army n thg scale of despotism, rendered the
pious seduction of importance. The legions of

Gaul, devoted themselves to the faith as well as
the fortunes of Julian, and assisted with fervent
devotion and voracious appetite, at the sacrifices
which were repeatedly offered of whole heca-
tombs of oxen. s

The restoration of the ancient temple of Je-
rusalem, attracted the ambitious mind of the
€MpETor ; who, in his enmity to Christianity,

* hHis cru'el aréaf?gcnt d;)f Athanasius, 2 name which will
ever be associated with orthodoxy, reflects di ‘the phi-
Iosophical character of Julian, i L

flattered
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sled his presence and assistance. The Persians
7 \fled ; and Julian, eager in the pursuit, was ex-
hosed to a shower of missile weapons. A jave-
i-Ylin, after razing the skin of his arm, transpierced
L #{he ribs, and stuck with its point i his liver.
ﬂ, ¢ fell senseless from his horse, and was borne
I-ito his tent. As the blood flowed copiously from
irithe wound, it is said that he caught some of it
1,/in his hand, and sprinkling it toward the sun,
miexclaimed, ¢« O Galilean, thou hast conquered!”
\If this act really took place, it seems to imply 2
meditated defiance of Heaven; and that it was
rhis resolution to extirpate the christian religion,
gylhad he returned victorious; a design which has
Oscertainly been ascribed to this apostate by con-
?d temporary writers. : .
a6} After the first dressing of his wound, Julian
gidwas anxious to return to the combat, but he was
hetoo much exhausted to allow this. On the second
Pdressing, it was declared mortal. He resigned
108himself with courage to his fate; convinced, to
onuse his own expression at this awful moment,
¢ that he who is attached to life, when it is ne-

 cessary to die, is as weak as he who would

ot
buke die, when it is necessary to live.”” He declined
& : &I shall cautiously re-

m™ing any SUCCEssor-
nige frain,” said he, ¢ from any word that may
1illk¢ tend to influence your suffrages in the election
%eik¢ of an emperor: my choice might be impru-
< dent ; and if it should not be ratified by the
10 consent of the army, it might be fatal to the
¥ ¥ person whom I should recommen .—1 chall
v B¢ only, therefore; as a good citizen, eXpress my
Lth hopes, that the Romans may be blessed with
¢ the government of a virtuous sovereign.”

His wound from the exertion he made to
’ : speaky
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speak, began to bleed afresh: he called for a
i draught of cold water; and soon after
-“gg3. expired, in the thirty-second year of hi
. age, after a short reign of one year and
eight months, from the death of Constantius.
- The character of Julian has been pourtrayed
in very different colours. By mfidels it has ever
been exalted to the highest pitch of perfection
while the christian writers have thrown a dark
shade even over those virtues which he reall
seems to have possessed. In fact, he appears to
have been a compound of good and bad qua-
lities ; but it was probably fortunate for the
world that the latter. had not time to develope |
their full malignity. i
- The death of Julian, in whom the race of
Constantius Chlorus became extinct, left the
empire without a master and without an heir.
_The situation of a famished army, encompassed
by a host of barbarians, shortened the moments
of grief and deliberation ; and after the remains
of the emperor were decently embalmed, in .
ordered to be interred at Tarsus, the various of:
ficers of the army were summoned to assist ina
military senate. The merits of Sallust were
unanimously allowed ; but the venerable prefect,
alleging his infirmities, strenuously declined
the purple. While they debated, a few voices
saluted Jovian, then inno higher rank than first =
domestic, with the titles of emperor and Au- ‘
gustus: the acclamation was repeated by the |
uards; and the new prince, astonished at his
tortune, was invested with the imperial orna-
ments, and received the oath of fidelity from
the ienera_ls.- : Sl
~ The first order of the new emperor, who had
: supported
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CHAP. XXIII.

The Reigns of Valentinian and Valens, Gratian,
Valentinian the Second, and Theodosius,

FOR ten days after the death of Jovian, the
- Roman world remained without a master.
At last, after several candidates had been pro-
-posed and rejected, the suffrages of the electors
-were united in favour of Valentinian, the son of
Gratian.  His father, from an obscure situation,
had risen to the highest commands of Africa
and Britain ; and the son had on every occasion
displayed a manly spirit, and a vigorous mind.
In his person he was tall, in his countenance
dignified ; and his general habits, which all
. .sprung from virtue, had acquired him the es-
teem and respect of the army. He professed

the christian faith, and was now in the forty- .

. third year of his age. :
Valentinian being thus raised to the
purple with universal acclamation, was “gi,
next called upon, with some degree of pe-
| Iemptory rudeness, to appoint a colleague.: His
. ntrepid looks amid the armed multitude, and
~ his words, bespoke a sense of his own dignity.
“The choice of an associate,” he observed,
“ requires deliberation; that shall be my care ;
“let your conduct be dutiful and consistent.
% Retire to your quarters; refresh your minds
~“and bodies; and expect the customary dona-
““tion on the accession of an emperor.”  Soon

ROME.——I1I1. E after
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after Valentinian, having consulted the assembly
- of the chiefs, bestowed the title of Augustus on |
his brother Valens; and occasioned the final se-
paration of the Western and Eastern empire, by
assigning his colleague the praefecture of the East,
with the capital of Constantinople, while he re- |
tained Illyricum, Italy, and Gaul, and fixed
his court at Milan. o e
At this juncture, the barbarians were pressi:ﬁt
on the frontiers of the Roman empire in 2 i
quarters, and gradually pushing their inroads to °
the very centre. The Germans attacked Gaul
and Rheztia ; the Sarmatians and Quadi overran
Pannonia ; the Picts, Saxons, Scots, and Atta-
cottis, invaded Britain; the Asturians, Spain;
and the Moors, Africa. L
It required all the bravery and conduct of Va-
lentinian, and all the skill of his generals, to
make head against so many powerful nations. |
Jovian, however, was considered as the scourge |
of the Germans, as Theodosius was of the Picts. |
The son of the latter was equally renowned in |
arms ; and these commanders were no less dis-
tinguished for the vigour with which they carried
on war, than for the good faith with which they
observed treaties when once made. Some
the other generalsof Valentinian were, perhaps;
more politic though less sincere. Considering
that they had only barbarians to deal with, they
thought itno disgrace to take advantage of them
in the interpretation of treaties, or to sacrifice
‘truth and justice to the preservation of the if- |
tegrity of the empire. : 45
A Germanmonarchwas very nearly trapanne,d
‘by the emperor himself, and only escaped the
snare that was aid for him by a precipitate ﬂi%llﬁo
i : ik e
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7 The Saxoms, less fortunate, after beating one of
| Valentinian’s generals, were afterwards surround-
ed, and unsuspectingly cut in pieces. This de-
| testable treachery would have left a stigma on
I the character of the most barbarous nations, and

ill accorded with the generous spirit and high
sense of honour that ever distinguished the Ro-
man people. - - : ;

- At this period, indeed, corruption had risen to
its height, and truth and honesty shrunk abash-
' ed. Valentinian was severe in punishing those
_ ministers that abused his confidence, yet no one
. was ever more frequently deceived. At last he
_knew not whom to trust, in such a degenerate

state of manners. Complaints of the most se-

rious nature having been preferred against Ro-
manus, the governor of Africa, and a person
of great influence at court, Valentinian deter-
mined to probe the business. Accordingly, he
deputed Palladius as commissioner, on account
of his character for probity; yet the governor
- found means by intrigue to destroy the inde-
pendence of his censor’s report, and to keep him
. from publishing the irregularities which he had
discovered. With consummate art, he engaged
the officers to whom Palladius distributed their

Pay to make him presents, under colour of d}e
- Tespect which they owed to a man who was in
| such high favour with the emperor. The com-

missioner accepted the money, and then pro-

ceeded to examine every thing with attention,

and found the province to be in a deplorable

condition, as it had been described by the ac-
| £users of Romanus. ' S

Palladius having informed himself of the truth

- of affairs, reproached the governor with his con-

A E 2 duct
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though consonant to truth, would have done
~ honour to the dexterity of a modern jesuit:
| « They undoubtedly gave me in charge to come
. “and express their gratitude to you; but when I
. % received the commussion, their eyes were filled
€ with tears. = oy _
Valentinian, though often duped, took the
- most sedulous pains to discover the truth, and
with unrelenting severity punished every de-
viation in others from their duty. His wife Se-
era, who had unjustly acquired an estate, he
first obliged to restore it, and then repudiated her
for the fault. He exhibited many examples of
torture, and even burning alive unfaithful of-
ficers ; and yet the punishments he inflicted sel-
dom operated as a warning on others.
- Indeed he was so much the slave of self-con-
ceit, and entertained such a high idea of his sa-
. gacity and talents, that it was probably con-
sidered as meritorious to deceive him. No one
dared adyise for fear of offending him: he was
easily provoked ; and his anger, when once ex-
cited, was little short of madness. When his
| ministers, however, saw him giving way to his
passion, they took care to pretend having just re-
cewved intelligence that some province was me-
n2eed by the barbarians, on which he-beca_me
| perfectly tractable ; and throu%'hout his whole
. reign indeed he was fully employed in repress-
- ing the incursions of the numerous enemies that
* environed his division of the empire*, and m
giving energy to the feeble councils of Valens.
The Quadi were the last objects of his enmity-

i '.“ The five great theatres of the war were Genmany, Bri-
tain, Africa, the Danube, and the East, inall which Valen-
. Hnian toolk an active part, cigher personally or by his generals.
: E 3 These

.
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severing diligence ; and the most sacred retire-:
ments of domestic life were ransacked for their
. discovery. Unhappy were those in whose pos-
~ session such manuscripts were found, which
though there only by chance brought on the pos-
sessor the same punishment, as if they had been
. applied to forbidden arts. Examples exist of
 this notorious injustice, and even of the iniquity
.of mquisitors, who multiplied the number of the
guilty, by concealing interdicted books in places
from whence they might easily be drawn, to ob--
tain the stipulated reward. = s -
~ Indeed, every thing which appeared to bear
- any relation to magic was reputed a crime; and
it was no difficult matter for malicious ingenuity
to torture the most innocent actions and appear-
ances into suspicion of guilt. Festus, the pro-
consul of Asia, exerted his abilities in such dis-
coveries. He put the philosopher Czranius to
death, merely for having, in a letter to his wife,
made use of a term employed in sorcery. A
woman, by certain words, cured the pro-consul’s
daughter of a fever, and was rewarded by beirﬁ
condemned to death as an infernal agent. A
young man having touched the marble of a bath. -
with the fingers of both his hands, and then ap-
plied them successively to his chest, pronouncing
the four vowels, as a charm against a complaint
m his stomach, was immediately executed as a
sorcerer and magician. Such were the barba- .
tities exercised by the ministers of the supersti--
tious Valens ; but as it has been judiciously ob-
served, « if the emperor looked upon magic as
“ a vain science, he ought not to have been alarm-
“ed at it: but if, on the contrary, he had any
“faith in it, he ought to have allowed it; sirtllce
{4 he
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lens to hasten the downfal of the Roman empire.

B

the citizens conspired with the rashness of Vit

1

Some of the generals of the emperor having ob-
tained partial victories over the Goths, and |
abundance of spoil, Valens now determined to |

share in the glory of their victories, and witha

numerous army advanced to Adrianople.

The imperial camp was pitched under the

swalls of that city, and a council assembled to
decide the fate of the emperor and the empire.

“The obsequious eloquence of those prevailed,
who represented every doubt of victory as un-

worthy the majesty of the Roman monarchj

and though certain intelligence was brought that

Gratian was advancing by hasty marches, at the |

head .of his victorious legions, to insure, by his
junction, the success of the Gothic war, the evil

genius of Valens, reinforced by the insidious |
advice of his lieutenants, pursued him ; and he -
rushed with a blind impetuosity on death and |

destruction.

Leaving his baggage and military treasure |

under a strong guard, the emperor marched

from Adrianople to attack the Goths, who were
encamped about twelve miles distant. By some
mistake, the right wing arrived in sight of the
enemy a considerable time before the left; and
the: soldiers. of the latter, in endeavouring t0
quicken their pace, were thrown into unavoid-

able confusion. The treachery of Fritigern, one

of the emperor’s Lieutenants, forwarded the suc-

cess of his countrymen the Goths; and ina short

time the imperial cavalry fled before the GothiC |

squadrons, while the Roman infantry, abandoned

. A.p, and surrounded on every side, was broken -

ars. and cut to pieces. Valens, wounded and
deserted by his guards, is said to have
heen
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:34’which,'he ;avét‘red', had been destined for him
by Theodosius, durin%_the minority of his sons.
1

r—

In order to defend himself against these pre-
tensions, Rufinus projected marrying his daugh-
ter to his  imperial pupil, convinced that the

father-in-law of the emperor would have no com-

petition to fear, and even stood a chance of
being assoctated with his son-in-law in the pur-
ple. While he indulged these illusory hopes,
Lucian, count of the East, having incurred the

* resentment of the emperor, by his disobedience
to an unjust order, Arcadius committed his pu-

‘nishment to the revengeful Rufinus, the forr.ner
patron of the accused, who, with a malignant joy,
undertook a rapid journey from Constantinople

~ to Antioch of eight hundred miles, to see the

vengeance, which he had prompted, executed

- on the unhappy offender. Without going through

any of the customary forms of justice, Lucian
was condemned by his inexorable persecutor to
suffer death by torture ; and no sooner had Ru-
finus perpetrated the inhuman act, than he re-
turned with similar speed to Constantinople, in
order to hasten the nuptials of his daughter,
whom he intended to bestow on the emperor of -
the East.

But while the prefect was satiating his revenge
at Antioch, a conspiracy of the subordinate mi-

. misters, directed by Eutropius, the great cham-

‘berlain, undermined his influence in the palace.
Arcadius felt no partial attachment to the daugh-
ter of Rufinus, but listened with eager attention
to the description, and gazed with rapture on
the picture, of Eudoxia, the daughter of Bauto,
2 general of the Franks, in the serviee of Rome,

who, after the death of her father, had been
; @) brought
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" seventh day of his usurpation; and Wallia ob-

tained the sceptre, by the free choice of his .

Gothic followers.

The widow of Adolphus was soon after

obliged by Honorius to resign her person to his
general Constantius ; and from this forced mar-
- tiage a son was born named Valentinian. Con-
stantius was associated in the empire; but en-
joyed this honour only seven months, when he
died a natural death, without ever having been
acknowledged by Theodosius, the emperor of
the East. - i :
This young prince governed under the tuition
of his sister Pulcheria, who, with the approba-
tion of the minister Anthemius, took the reins of
empire into her hands ; and though only sixteen
years of age, evinced a great capacity for rule.
She was equally mistress of the court and the
state; and by her influence over her brother,

she caused the eunuch Antiochus, who was ob-

noxious to her, to be dismissed. Still further to
strengthen and consolidate her power, she looked
out for a wife for the young emperor, in hopes
that the person whom she raised to this honour,

would be always devoted to the interest of her -

benefactress. Chance presented her with the
opportunity she wished. Athenais, the danghter
of the Athenian philosopher Leontius, by whom
she had been educated with uncommon care, on
the death of her father was deprived by her
brothers of her just share of the inheritance ; and,
I consequence of the reputation for justice,
which Pulcheria had gained through the whole
 empire, the Athenian maiden came to. claim the
interference and protection of that princess at
Constantinople. Her sense and her merit pleased
; Pulcheria,
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to Theodoric, king of the Goths, was astonished
by the intelligence that his master was slain, and
that 'Rome was pillaged by the Vandals. The
Visigoths were attached to the person of Avitus,
and respected his virtues. The annual assembly

- of the seven provinces; held at Arles, naturally

‘inclined to promote the most illustrious of their
countrymen ; and Avitus was nominated by the

. representatives of Gaul to the sceptre of the
West. The consent of Marcian, the emperor
of the East, was easily obtained ; and Rome and
Italy, long habituated to submit to the strongest
party, gave their silent assent.

Theodoric, the friend of Avitus, and the suc-
cessor of his elder brother Torrismond, sup-=
ported the character of his warlike ancestors.
The Suevi, after the departure of the Vandals,
had aspired to the conquest of Spain; the am-
bassadors of Avitus offered them advantageous
terms of peace and alliance, which were backed
by the declaration of Theodoric to his brother-
in-law, the king of the Suevi, that unless he re-

. tired, he must expect the joint opposition of the
Romans and Visigoths. ¢ Tell him,” rephfad
the haughty Rechiarius, that I equally despise *
* his fniendship and his enmity ; but that I will
“ soon try, whether he will dare to wait my ar-

“rival under the walls of Toulouse.”” The in-
dignant Theodoric instantly passed the Pyren-
Dées to meet the bold challenger: the Suevi
were vanquished and almost exterminated ;

‘and their king, who had been delivered up
to the victor, was put to death. - But while the
Gothic monarch conquered in the name of the

- eémperor of Rome, the power of his friend had
expired, and the honour and interest of Theo-
doric were wounded by the event. y

A Avitus,
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ROME. 149

relieved many indigent citizens from the weight
of debt and usury. : ;
~ Soon after Justin ascended the throne, the
Lombards, under the gallant Alboin, established
themselves in Italy, and gave a perma- ,
neat name to a portion of that country. sss.
In five months after the:departure of
Alboin from Pannonia, Milan was invested by
his forces ; and from the Tarentine hills to the

ates of Ravenna and Rome, theinland parts of
Italy submitted without a siege or a battle ; but
before he had time to regulate his conquests, he
was taken off by the revenge of Rosamond his
queen, which he had justly provoked, by com-
manding her to drink out of the skull of her
father Cunimund.-

The annals of the second Justin are marked
with disgrace abroad, and misery at home, The
Roman empire was afflicted by the loss of Italy,
. the desolation of Africa, and the conquests of
the Persians. The capital and the provinces
were exhausted by the venality of the magistrates
- and the injustice of the governors. The senti-
ments of the emperor seem to have been pure and
benevolent ; but his faculties were impaired by
disease s and in the confinement of his palace, he
‘was a stranger to the wrongs of the people. His
only son had died in his infancy, and his daugh-
ter was married to Baduarius, the superintendant
of the palace ; but from domestic jealousy or
animosity, he was determined to seek an imme-
diate successor, not in his family but in the re-
public. The artifices of Sophia determined his
choice in favour of Tiberius, the captain , p
of the guard, who was elevated to the srs.
imperial dignity, in the presence of the

- 03 . patrarch
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276 ROME.

their weakness. ¢ Alas! we have been seduced
« by distress, by fraud, and by the hopes and
<« fears of a transitory life. The hand that has
< signed the union should be cut off; and the
« tongue that has pronounced the Latin creed
« deserves to be torn from the root,” was the
answer they returned to the taunting question,
<« What had been the event of the Italian sy-
nod ;

But while Eugenius triumphed in the union
of the Greeks, his party was contracted to the
palace of Constantinople, and even there the
zeal of Palzologus was already cooled, and his
brother = Constantine was ready to draw the
sword in defence of the national religion ; while

| sultan Amurath beheld with a jealous eye, the
{ outward reconciliation that had taken place be-
tween the Latins and the Greeks.

The danger that threatened, not only the By-
zantine empire, but christendom, from the
Turks, made Eugenius anxious to render the
promised assistance to Palzologus ; but though
he exerted all his influence to raise a general
crusade, the most -important accession he ob-
tained, were' the kingdoms of Hungary and
Poland, united under the authority of Ladislaus,
and animated by the valour and fame of John
Huniades, the hero of his age. Yet notwith-
standing the advantages gained by this consum-
mate soldier, and the powerful diversion he
made, the Greek emperor was compelled to
enter into a humiliating treaty with the Turks,
and submit to dishonourable conditions.
~ The chagrin Palzologus endured on this ac-
count, the schisms which distracted his subjects,
the loss of his empress whom he tenderly loved,
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