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The way to get Married. ப 

. Lapy Buckhurst continued so long in- 
sensible, that Mrs O’Rouke unable to re- | 

‘vive her by means of a smelling bottle 

which she drew from her own pocket, rang 
the bell, and on the appearance of John, 

requested a glass of cold water for his 

lady. வடக் 
John, who had perceived his lady ly- 

ing senseless upon the floor, ran down into 
the kitchen, exclaiming, “ That there was 

an old Irish creature above stairs with his 
mistress, who looked more like a devil than 

a woman, and who had been saying, or 

doing something to her, which had thrown ~ 

her into a fit”, : ் 

Vor. Ill, B



2 _- HUMAN BEINGS. 

The alarm being thus communicated to 

the servants, quickly reached Sir Benjamin, — 

who accompanied them to the drawing 

room, which they reached. just ias her 
Ladyship had begun once more to open 

her eyes. 

To Sir பட் inquiry of what was 
‘the matter with his wife? which was di- 

reGied to Mrs. O’Rouke as the apparent 
cause of her illness, ‘‘ Oh ’tis nothing but 

joy; only her joy and satisfaétion to be 
told that she is the mother of her own 

sweet daughter,” she returned. 

This declaration was. wholly unintelligi- 

ble to Sir Benjamin ; and as he was on the 

point of replying to it, the sound of his 
wife’s voice turned his attention from Mrs. 

O’Rouke to her. ஸி 

« Oh me! dear Sir Benjamin ! 12 னவர் 

Lady Buckhurst, “it can’t be, it can’t be 

that Amica ain’tmy daughter, my own dear 

Amy Dimick!—no, no, ] won't believe 

it; and this here woman says: that “my 

daughter is—Oh I can’t speak her name 
can’t speak her name!” 7 abl 

“Her name is the very same name ‘that 

she was born by,” said Mrs. 0: Rouke, “ on- 

ய்
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ly ‘tis another now, because it hasbeen chang 
ed by wedlock.—That’s all, my dear,” turns 

ing to Sir Benjamin as she spoke. 
«Don’t, dear me, woman,” retorted « Sir 

Benjamin, “ know nothing about you; I 

never saw you before in my life that I remem- 

ber ;—what do you dear me for?” 

« Well, be aisy’’ returned Mrs. O’Rouke 

in a snappish tone, “I’m not after claim- 

ing any affeétion from you; it is only a bit 
of the brogue that slips off my tongue’s end 
when I am speaking arnestly ;—but to be 

- sure,” softening her voice again, “ your 
honor ‘is not after pretending to forget to 
remember Kathleen O’Rouke, though ?” 

- (The Knight gave her a look which any _ 
cominon understander of signs would easi- 

ly haye comprehended to mean, that however 

they might have been acquainted elsewhere, 

he did not choose to acknowledge her as am 

acquaintance there :—But however the look, 
did not produce the desired effe&i of stop- 

ping ‘the volubility of Mrs. O’Rouke, she 

continued. 

- © Well, well, if we ain't றுக் now,’ 
we shall be this minute, for the young wo- 

B2
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man that you used to believe to be my daugh- 
ter, because I adopted her when she was 
-friendless and deserted, is now fully prov- 

ed and convicted to be.the lawful child of - 

your honor’s own Ladyship.” 
Sir Benjamin had undoubtedly, as has al- 

Teady been hinted, been more than once a 

customer for his gloves at the shop in Old 
Bond-Street, which was nominally Mrs. 

Flap’s ; accordingly he was well ac- 
quainted who it was that had hitherto pass- 
ed for the daughter of Mrs. O’ Rouke; and 

judging that whether the strange declara~ - 

tion she had just made were proved to have 
any truth in it, or not, it was adviseable not 

to retain the servants as witnessess to the ex- 

planation for which he saw his wife natural- — 

ly and violently impatient, he direéted them | 
to leave the room. Bok 

‘Yhe moment the door was closed upon the 

‘domestics, Lady Buckhurst repeated her in- 

credulity relative to Amica’s not being her 

real daughter, and accused Mrs. O’Rouke 

of having some sinister motive in. view, in 

the ‘attempts she was making to gain her cre- 

dit to an opposite opinion, “You want to
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get some money outot re to make you hold 
your tongue, asyou think,” exclaimed her 
Ladyship, “but I see through your ட்ட. 
design, and I won't be imposedupon.” — 
The word wicked, most violently dis¢on- 

certed the honorable Trish woman, - and 

with a thundering oath to prove her inro- 

‘cence, she said, “I say your daughter is Mrs. 

Block.” - 
« Block !—what do you mean 98 00212” 

cried Sir Benjamin, “there is a hole in your 
‘ballad already; you said Mrs. Flap was’ 
her Ladyship’s daughter this minute.” 

« And.did not I say likewise this minute, 

thatshe had changed her namein ர wed- 

10627” éxclaimeéG ats. souKe, 5 “ana x 

hope there is no disgrace in that; but you 

| may have anearer guess at that yourself, for 

you have been longer acquainted with her hus- 

- band than I have.” : 

_ ©T acquainted with her husband >” echo- 

ed the Knight. 

* You ain’t going to be after forgetting to 
remember Mr, Jarvis Block too are you, in 

the same manner as you were going to sarve 

poor Kathleen; are you ?” enquired Mrs:. 

O° Rouke. 

BS



, HUMAN BEINGS, 

“© Jarvis Block married. to ‘Mrs, Flap 1” 
ன்றனர் Sir Benjamin in surprise ; it was 

not, however, with equal surprise that his lady’ 
heard this piece of information, as she had 
already received the intelligence from tiie 
fountain head on leaving Covent Garden 
theatre a few nights before ;—our readers too, 
We suspect, may have guessed this to be the 
case some time before Lady Buckhurst knew 
such an event to have taken place; in order 
therefore that we may proceed regularly with 
our history, we shall beg permission to dedi- 
cate a few pages to the courtship of this 
amiable couple, and the circumstances which 
attended their nuptials, a knowledge of which 
will be found a necessary key to the tale 
which our readers will be called upon to 

listen to from the lips of Mrs. O’Rouke. 
~The circumstance of Jarvis Block’s intro- 
னம் to a female at Lady Dellaval’s mas- 

querade, whom he foundin the chamber into 
which he ran to escape quizzing, is proba- 

bly not forgotten ; and we judge it equally 
probable that some of our keen-sighted rea- 

ders may long ago have conceived this fe- 

male to be Mrs, Flap; however, whatever 

may have been their sentiments upon the 

0
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business, our own time is now come for de- 

claring, that notwithstanding Sidney Val- 

‘mont’s assertion to Maurice Stanton, that 

there were none but women of charaéter at 

the féte, Mrs. Flap it was—Valmont, how- 

ever, was thus far justified in his assertion, 

‘that no others had received tickets from her 

Ladyship ; but women of Mrs. Flap’s stamp 

have always friends in the lower, as well as 

in the upper house of most families; and 

through the interest of Lady Dellaval’s but- 

ler, who ranked in the list of Mrs. Flap’s 

friends of this description, she was admitted 

to asight of the evening’s revelry. — 

Having mixed for nearly two hours with 

tha-company, Genng wale her mass had 

concealed her from their knowledge; by the 

favour of Wiss. Archer, who cast an eye of 

love at the butler, and was, therefore, willing 
to accommodate his friends, Mrs. Flan ௭95 

admitted to a chamber in order to divest her- 

self of her masquerade habit, and equip her 

person for returning home: whilst thus em- 

ployed, in burst upon her, as has already 

been related, Jarvis Block: she addressed 

him ;—he replied—and finding him to bean 

utter stranger to the ways of the great citys. 

% 4 
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8... HUMAN BEINGS. 

she regarded him as one from whose ac- 

quaintance she might derive some profit, and 

therefore made an offer of procuring for him 

a change of dress, and escorting him back to 

the rooms of entertainment, judging that 

with adroit management, she would not be a 
loser by her pains. 

Block in the relation he made of that 

evening’s occurrence to Sidney Valmont and 

Maurice Stanton, has said, that his fair in- 

cognila left him for a few minutes, during 

which she addressed herself to a mask habited 

in a black domino, and that on her return to 

him, she called him by his name; this mask 

was no other than Colonel Buckhurst, whom 

Mrs. Flap recogsised notwithstanding his 

disguise, and to whom she felt no reluctance 

to discover her being where she was; and he 

informed her that her peau was Mr. Block. 

~ Now little as Jarvis Block might suppose 

himself to be known in the world of fashion- 

ables, the fame of his empty head, and full 

purse, had still reached the lounging rooms 

of Mrs. Flap, where every article of scandal 

and news was discussed, if it originated ia 

truth; and if it were a fabulous creation,
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nine times out of ten. in these rooms it yas 

fabricated. 

Upon ‘earning fora the Coane with 
whom she was so extraordinarily become ac- 

quainted, it immediately ensered the plotting 
brain of Mrs. Flap, that whether she failed. 
or succeeded in her attempt, it was at. least 

worth her while to try whether she could not. 
turn her introduétion to Jarvis Block to a. 
better account than ‘merely any trivial remu- - 
neration which he might make her fora few 5 

- hours pleasantly spent in her society; ac- 

‘ cordingly keeping close to his side, and using 

her time to advantage, by inspiring him, with 

the idea that she was of no mean rank, and_ 
extremely charmed with him; she with re- 

gret received the signal for i departure in 

the throwing open of the supper rooms, in 

which she durst not venture to, appear, and 

was therefore obliged to, make a precipitate. 

escape for that night from her admirer. : 

Mr. Block on his return home on the 

evening of that day on which he had com= 

municated his adventure at the masquerade 

to Sidney Valmont and Maurice Stanton, re-" 
ceived a note which bore on it the two-penny 

post mark ; it was the hand of a se he per- 

BS see



10 “HUMAN BEINGS. | 

‘ceived, and on breaking the seal he found 

‘the contents to be there, 

SUSTR 

«T promised *you last night at Lady Del- 
*Javal’s masquerade, as how you should see 
« me agin—as a woman of oner, lam bound 

“to keep my word, so inform you that I 
«live at No. —, Old Bond-street, where 

you has my permission to call on me, Sir, 

eae «¢ Your servant, 

« Crcrtta Capocan.” 

Mr. Block was in raptures with this epis- 

tle; he was not himself so correét either in 

his spelling, or style of composition, as par- 
ticularly, if at all, to remark the inaccuracies 

of his correspondent; and on the following 

morning about one o’clock, he proceeded to 

pay her a visit; the number to which he 

was dizeéted in Old Bond-street, he found 

upon a door which he did not suspeét to 
‘form a part of the adjoining dwelling, which 

was a milliner’s shop. 

On delivering his name to a servant in 

livery, who opened the door, he was shewn 

~ into an apartment on the first floor, elegantly. 
2. = 
? 0



HUMAN BEINGS. ம்] 

furnished, where he was received by Mrs. 
Flap, who introduce. him to an elderly fe- 
male who sat nettiag by the fire, as her 

mother, the Countess of Cadogan; a title in. 

which it will be easily guessed that Mrs. 

O’Rouke, like the jay in peacock’s feathers, | 

had dressed herself. 
Jarvis Block was by no means the man to 

strip her of them; he was delighted with the 

attentions and civilities of the old lady; and 

‘charmed into the most violent passion by the 

affability and accomplishments of the young” 

one. — Matters continued in this state 

for nearly a week, during which period 

Block had paid them two morning visits, and 

as often sipped Souchong with them in an 

evening, when he proposed escorting them 

to the play—Miss Cecilia declared herself 

willing to be guided by her mamma ; and 

the Countess declined his offer in a manner 

which induced him to beliéve it only wanted 

to be pressed to. be accepted—Accordingly 

he repeated his invitation, and whilst he was 

thus employed, Cecilia left the room. 

When she was gone, the pretended Coun- 

tess said, “ That Mr. Block must pardon 

what she was going to say ;—that she was: 

BO 
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sartain as far as her opinion went, that he 
appeared in every respeét a gentleman, and a 
man of honour; but that still as he was only 
@n acquaintance promiscuously made by her 

daughter at a masquerade, she could not con- 

sent that Cecilia should go into public with 
him, till he had explained to her what were 

the motives of lis constant visits to their 

lodgings.” 
‘Mr. Block replied, « That he was glad the 

conversation had led to an explanation of | 

those motives; that he should be one of the 

happiest men alive, if the beautiful Miss 

Cadogan would accept him as her hus- 

band,” 
The Countess replied, “ That the propo- 

sition was very hasty ; but that she had re- 

ceived a most favourable report of Mr. 

Block’s charaéter and circumstances from 

some of her friends, of which,’ she said, 

“ she had taken care to apprize herself, pre- 
viously to permitting her daughter to address 

to him the note which he had about eight 

days ago received from her; and that there- 

fore she could only say, that the decision of 

his fate must rest entirely with Cecilia her- 

self.”
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Block answered, “ That he flattered him- 

self the young lady did not see him with per- 

fe& indifference ; and begged of her mother — 

to become the mediator of his cause.” 

The delicate Countess replied ‘“ that she 

must decline that office, as in case of a refusal 

on the part of her daughter, she wished him 
to be fully persuaded that she had not been 

‘prejudiced one way or the other by her ad- 

vice,” and then added, “ I will ring the bell 

and send word to my daughter, that I wish 

her to come down stairs again; and when 

she enters, I will give you the opportunity 

you desire, by leaving you alone with her.” 

Jarvis Block with uncontrolled thankful- 

ness and joy, rose to ring the bell for her ; 

the Countess desired him to desist a moment 

louger ; she wished to tell him, she said, that 

she was a parson of the same honour of which 

she found him to be; that therefore she 

must candidly inform him, that she had no- 

thing to give her daughter during her life 
time, and little at her death ;—she was to be 

sure a Countess, but she was the dowager, 
-Countess of the family; her husband who 
had been in the army had made but slender 

sayings, either from his hereditary income or 

0.
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his profession, and had not left her more than 
would enable her to support herself comfort- 

ably as a widow in the style in which it was 

‘consistent for a woman of her rank to live.’” 

The unsuspicious Jarvis received all her 

declaration as gospel, and telling her that he 

had enough of his own, that all he wanted 

with a wife were a few such accom plish- 

ments as singing and dancing, and genteel 

dressing, in which he considered Miss Cecilia 

to excel, he should be proud to maintain her 

in a handsome style, and open his door with 

a hearty welcome to her mother, as often as 

she chose to visit them at Worthing. 

The bell was now pulled ; and the Coun- 

tess rose to leave the room mumediately upon 

her accomplished daughter’s entering it; 

Jarvis and she being left together unrestrain- 

ed by the observation of a third person; a 
few short sentences seryed him to disclose his 

-affection, and his liberal intentions concern- 

ing her, if she vouchsafed to become his 
wife; and the lady, with avery well acted: 
mnitation of a modest and diffident air, con- 
fessed that he had. won her heart from the 
first moment of her beholding him, and con—. 
sented to.make the experiment. of wedlock. 

C
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Jarvis was in raptures; he even ventured 

to seal the bond with a kiss fervently im- 

printed upon her rosy lips; and as no scan- 

dal could now attach itself to their being seen 

in public together, the Countess consented to 

accompany them to the plav—But alas! in 

the evening she was seized with so violent a 

head-ache, as prevented her from keeping 

her promise; and even now, though they 

‘ were acknowledged lovers, her Ladyship 

said, she did not consave it decorous to suffer 

her-daughter to be seen in public with Mr. 

‘Block, unshielded by her proteétive wing ; 

and therefore the fond pair were oblig@d to 
pour forth their sighs in the drawing-room, 

iastead of the theatre. 

It had been as necessary a piece of finesse 

in Mrs. O’Rouke (we beg her pardon, the 

Countess Cadogan) to consent to the play 

going scheme, as to prevent its being put 

into execution.—Had Jarvis Block there met 

any of his friends, who happened at the 

same time to be the friends of Mrs. Flap, 

the chances appeared infinitely in favour of 

a precipitate destruétion of her daughter’s 

hopes—the only secure method therefore 

was to prevent the possibility of such an un-
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fortunate rencontre; and to ‘this end the apo- 

logy of the head-ache was successfully call- 

ed in. 

The Countess’s head-ache proved a very 

obstinate one; the many little: medicines 

which she professed herself for several days 

to be taking were insufficient to remove at; 

_and as she could not be prevailed upon to: 

suffer the indecorum of her daughter's going” 

alone into public with Mr. Block till after 

their marriage; and as there appeared to — 

Mr. Block very little chance of her being 

shortly able to accompany them ; he pressed 

for the marriage to take place immediately. 

‘Mrs. O’Rouke used every argument she 

could devise to prevail upon the impatient 

lover to வன்ன his nuptials till he was able to 

leave town, which he had informed her his. 

business would for another fortnight prevent 

his doing; and when she found that he con- 

titued resolute in not delaying the period of 

his happiness, she informed him, that he 

must ‘provide apartments to take his bride 

‘to, as it was not in her power to offer them 

a bed in the lodgings she was now in; as. 

oe was in possession of only one chamber, 

except those occupied by her servants) 1m 

€
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which she and her daughter slept together. 

The expence of handsome lodgings for a 
fortnight, was another feather in Block’s 

estimation of expences, so this point was 
quickly settled. 

«Where would his Cecilia wish her lodg~ 
ings to be situated?” was the next inquiry of 

the accommodating lover; and she replied 

«That she thought if he could’ succeed in 

procuring apartments in any of the environs, 

it might be of infinite service to her mother’s 
neaith to accompany them thither:” Block 
agreed with her in opinion, utterly unsuspi- 

cious of the concealed cause by which she 

was aGtuated in making this request; namely 

that of keenine- herself 9: retired as nossihls 
from an exposure of her real rank and cir- 

cumstances, and the next day he procured 
pleasant accommodations at Islington. 

Having provided a habitation for his bride, 

Block immediately procured a licence, anc 

all the marriage ceremonies follosved in regu- 

lar succession except the honey-moon, which 

the perversity of the fates by which the bride- 

groom’s life was regulated doomed to conti- 

nue only three days; on the last of which, as 

2
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he was entering the door of his lodgings, he 
was stopped by two men, who inquired if his 

name was not Jarvis Block? He unsuspi- 

ciously replied in the affirmative, and they. 

then produced a bill of seventy pounds due 

to a wine-merchant, of which they demanded 

from him the payment, _ 
In the greatest astonishment he denied all 

knowledge of such ja debt, and asked upon 

what grounds they made the demand: One 

_of the men replied, “ That every husband was 

responsible for the debts of his wife, and that 

the money was due to his employer from Mrs, . 
Block.” Jarvis cast his eye over the bill, and 

perceived that the first line ran thus, “ Mrs, 

மி இணை நற ட. 
you mean by my wife?” heexclaimed; “ the 

debtor’s name in this bill is Flap: my wife's 

maiden name was Cadogan.” 
“TI know nothing about her maiden name,” 

replied one of the strangers; “ she was Mirs. 

Flap long enough before you married her. 

She has humbugged us out of our money for 

the last three years. by pretending that her 
husband was alive in America, upon which 

account we had no right to touch her person; 

  

&   
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but it is plain enough now, since she is mar- 

ried to you, that she only tricked us, and that 

he is cither dead, or that she never was his wife 

vat all.” 

’ Mr. Block persisted in his story, and his 

informers in theirs. In great consternation 

_ the bridegroom ran to seek his wife, and 

inquire into the true state of the case. Her 

eloquent mother took upon herself the expla- 

pation: she said, “ That her daughter had 

been so unfortunate as to have been the wife 

of a first husband, whose name had been Flap; 

‘and of which marriage she had not informed 

him, becase Mr. Flap had turned out a very bad 

man, who had used her daughter extramely ill,. 

_ and that it gave Cecilia great pain even to this 

moment to hear him mentioned; and that she 

had on that account taken her maiden name 

again the moment of his death.” 

Jarvis was not a little surprised by ‘this 

account of his dear Cecilia having been a 

widow, previously to her becoming his rib; 

but more intent at this moment upon the 

business depending than the knowledge he 

had so unexpeétedly gained, he proceeded to 

inquire, “ On what account the wine-bill was
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drawn in her name, and not in that of her 

- date husband?” ; : 

~The reply was, “That she had per ue 
in the habit of condu&ing the house-keeping,. 

and: that therefore ibe articles had been or- 

dered in her name.’ 

. © But they were ordered ae fs lifes ; 

time of your husband, were they not?” asked 

Block. - ie 

« Of that,” she replied, “she could not be, 

certain, as her husband had died abroad, and 

she could not exaétly ascertain when; and 

thus had ordered whatever she had purchased. 

in' the name of Flap, till பா் a few weeks | 

of the present time,” 

To tne great disquictude of his mind, poor 

- Block perceived that there were some secrets" 

in the history of his wife; but not so very 

cunieitercd in the ways of the world as to 

believe that his unisn with a widow could 

make him accountable for the debts of that 

“widow’s first husband, he peremptorily றோ 

fused to pay the bill. 

The two men, one of whom was the பகவன் 

of Mr. Oporto, and the other’ an attorney 

employed by him, departed with reluétance,
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and in the afternoon Mr. Block was served 

with a writ to appear on the ல் morn . 

ing and answer to the debt. 

«© Ag matters are,” said Mrs. O’Rouke, | 

« [ would advise you to pay the bill, if they 

were not tolerably secure that they had justice 

_ on their side, they would not dareto send you 

a writ: and if the action is commenced, it 

will only add considerably to the expence: 

you know when you made your first pro- 

posals to me about Cecilia, you told me you 

had plenty of money.” . 

~ Block did not atall like this remark on the 

part of the pretended Countess: it strength- 

ened his suspicions that he was not acquainted 

with the whole of hers or of his wife’s charac- 

~ ters, and he said, “If I have ever so much. 

money, J shan’t spend it in such a foolish way 

as that. My wife must inform me at what 

church she was married to her first husband, 

and I shall procure a copy of the marriage 

certificate from ‘the register, which I doubt 

not will be sufficient to release me from all 

- obligation of paying her debts.” 

Mrs. Block said she had been married to 

Mr. Flap at Saint James’s church.
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_ Jarvis immediately left home, in pursuit of 

the clerk of Saint James’s parish; intending, 

if he found the marriage in the register, to 

refer himself to the clergyman who officiated , 
‘at the church for a copy of it: aftersome 

time he succeeded in finding the clerk; he 

paid the fee, and the register was laid open to 

his inspe&tion; but neither the name of Flap — 

nor that of Cadogan were to be found in it, 

and the clerk understanding what was the 

object of Mr. Block’s search, informed him 
that he had held his office in that parish for 

upwards of twenty years, and that he was | 

certain no marriage in either of those names, 

had in the course of that time taken place in 

that church, coal PERI 

.. The disappointed Block was upon this in- 
_ formation obliged to leave the church; be 
‘had a bill of his own to settle at the hotel in 

Oxford. street, where he had lodged previously 

to his marriage, and on his return from. it 

through Bond street, too much engaged with 
his own thoughts to attend to the objects 

or persons whom he was passing, he was 

awakened from his reflections by a slap upon 

the shoulder, which was given by the hand of - 

Sidney Valmont.
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‘They both stopped, and whilst exchanging 

the common questions of the day, Valmont 

pointing with his cane across the street, ex- 

claimed, “ Diantre, what is the matter at M]a- 

‘dameFlap’s?” The name aéted like a stroke of 

electricity upon Jarvis Block; but his emotion 

_ was unperceived by Valmont, who had now 
"raised his glass to his eye, and said, “’Gad, 

only think of that, a bankrupt, upon Hy 
soul!” 

Block direGed his eyes the same way that 

Sidney Valmont’s were turned, and perceived 

-that they were fixed upon the very milliner’s 

shop aboye which had lived the Countess of 

Cadogan and her daughter, previously to the 

marriage of the latter with himself; and be- 
hind some panes in the windows of which 

there were notices now affixed, that the stock 

was selling off at prime cost > ட் பச of 
the creditors. 

- Searcely able to command his utterance, 

still resolved to gain what information lay in 
his power, Block said, Do you know மடி 
person that keeps that shop ?” 

““Oh, yes!” returned Sidney ; “she is 
known by half the town: the milliner’s shop 

was all a hum: her real business was enter- 

௫
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taining company in some snug rooms she had 
கண்டார விரி. ் 

« Entertaining company!” echoed Block, 

who believed himself fully to comprehend: 
.Valmont’s meaning, but still chose to_be 
-perfeéily certain that his comprehension was 

just: “entertaining company?” 

« Out,” replied Valmont; ‘‘ téte-a-téte com- 

‘pany: only visitors in pairs: comprencs vous 

mon ami?” 

«- Was she a widow?” asked Block. 
SF Oh, .no!” answered Sidney, “ her. real. 

name is O’Rouke, but she called herself Flap, . 
because a man of that name once kept her, 

and she pretended to be his wife to keep off 

the duns; but you perceive, c’en est fait, it is’ 

all up with her at last.” 

Poor Jarvis now lost all power of speaking: 

at all. . 

ae Apropos,” continued Valmont, “ Have 

you seen any more of the fair incognita who 

stole your heart at the masquerade?” 

But luckily for Block, he was spared a 
reply, by Sidney perceiving a Knight of his 

acquaintance on the other side of the street; 

and being one of these common, but little 

minds, which always fly from Commoners to 

ச.
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advantage rises to its greatest height, whem 
they contend for the rights of a wife in the 
event of a mam having made an unfortunate 

bargain in the way of matrimony, m a coun- - 

try whére he must either sit down patiently 
to bewail his infelicity, or ruin himself by 

procuring a divoree.—However this is not 
a book wherein it i meant to give a treatise 

on the force of female reasoning—equally 

out of place would it be to fill our pages 

with a lamentation that the tie of matrimony 
should not be dissoluble without an injury : 

to the purse of either of the parties whom it | 

binds together, the moment the one becomes 

unworthy ef the ether’s countenance.—We 

have here only to state, that reduced ag near — 
despair as any event could sink the: spirits of 
Jarvis Block, by the discovery of his wife’s 

circumstances, whom he had married just in 

time to saye from a jail, by becoming respon- 

sible in the charaéter of her husband, for her 

debis; he judged it adviseable to combat as 
well as he was able against the existing evil, 

by not suffering the tax upon his purse to — 

grow larger than was absolutely necessary, 

and therefore immediately stopped the threat-
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_ ened a&tion of the wine merchant, by paying 
his bill. 

- But alas! one creditor being satisfied, two 
others, urged on by the suecess of the first 

claimant, made their appearance.—This had 

deen a matter not wholly unsuspeéted by 

Block after the explanation which had taken | 

“place between himself and his new relations ; 
and still attached te the person of his wife, 

notwithstanding the proofs he had received 

‘of her infamy; for such instances, however’ 

“uncommon, are still not without parallel ; 

‘he desired her to tell him candidly at once, 

what were her debts, that he might pay them 

i, and have done with the business. 

He supposed it impossible that the debts 
“of one who had been a milliner, even with 

the addition of her dabblings in a second 
- 8940081101, 60010 exceed two, or at most three 

hundred pounds # the lady however had the 
modesty to declare, they amounted to twice 

ahat sum; still in order to patch up in the 

best manner he was able his bad bargain, the 

poor husband) subdued his mounting bile, 
and went: on ‘patiently paying for piping to 

which he had not danced, till the claims upon 

him became so yery numerous and exor- 

- £3 .
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a to want an hundred or two of loose guineas 
for any immediate purpose, —AHis first intro- 

duétion to Block, had been, as the landlord 
_ at Worthing long ago informed Maurice 
Stanton, at Smoothturf races; where he had 

offered him a bet which he had won of him;. 

and the Colonel remarking the indiflerence — 
with. which he bore his loss, in ௨041110௨1௦ the 
simplicity of his charaSter, which he found 
to. be_ totally deficient in a knowledge of 
what is called life, immediately resolved to 

fasten upon. him as a pigeon. . 

__ At picquet and other games the Colonel 
for some time contrived to make very pretty 

picking of his new friend ; till their intimacy 

increasing, he ventured to,request of him the 

Joan of a few hundreds upon bond. —Block, 
proud of the honour of lending money to a 

man of the Colonel’s consequence in, the 

world, and. too well acquainted who were 

_his family to, entertain the least fear of not 
recoyering his money whenever he chose to 

demand it, became a ready lender; and pre- 

Wlously to the time of Sir Benjamin’s taking 

his seat in parliament, the Colonel was already 

two thousand and five hundred pounds in 

debi to Block, which was agreed to be re- 

c 4
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the promise of a ticket for Lady Dellaval’s 
- amasquerade turned the tide of affairs in favour 

of the Colonel, who received from Block a 
‘ draft upon his banker to the desired amount, 
which the Colonel took care to dispatch an 
emissary to turn into money, before the bank- 

ang shops were closed that evening. 

‘In the present sad state to which Block’s 
affairs were reduced ; and which calamity he 

would in all probability, he now considered, 

dhave escaped, had he not been so eager for a 
dicket to introduce him at the masquerade, 

‘no mode of relief presented itself to him but 
4o seck the Colonel, and make a serious de- 

anand of him for the restitution of all, er at 
least some part of the sums with which he 

Ahad at different times accommodated him, 

Block accordingly proceeded to Sir Ben- 
jamin’s, and being resolute in not accepting 
any denial te his seeing the Colonel, was 

aishered into his bed room, where being left 

alone with him, he made known the business 

upon which he had been so urgent to be ad- 

mitted into his presence. —Thbe Colonel ‘de- 

clared he was extremely sorry for his unfor- 

atunate situation, but that he could not at that 

time command one hundred pounds, nor 
மி ட்



 



 



36s HUMAN BEENes.. 

‘to'say that. he will in his own time satishace 

torily refund to you the privcipal which ‘he 
chas ‘borrowed from you, and pay you the 
interest for the same as agreed upon between 
‘yourselves; but that he admonishes you for 
your own sake not to attempt om — it 

ull his time for payment arrives.” 
Blockcould scarcely ண்கள் his pati- 

ence to wait the conclusion of this address, 
and when it was fished replied, * That 

| whatever the Colonel might think, be was 
not so great a fool as to be intimidated by 
any of his threats from making attenipts to | 

recover what was his own; aad that - 
might return and tell ‘him so.” 

“Well, Sir,” rejoined Mr. Demur, “ia 
order fully to execute the commission of my 
client, it now becomes my business to explain 

to you why he warns you against such at- 

tempts;—are you aware that af you persist 
in your intention ‘ef suing him; he has it id 

his power to render you. amenable to the laws 
of your country?” ~ 

- © What do you amean by that, Sir?” ex- 

claimed Block, not less indignant at having 

Such a suspicion hinted at concerning him-
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self, than astonished whence could arise Mp. 
Memur’s courage to eee — a a 
to his very face. 

“ Why, Sir)” rejoined. Mr, கல்ட் ளட 
“you not acquainted that the legal interest of 
this kingdom is five per cent; and you have — 
lent various sums. to Colonel Buckhurst at 
six, and heds in possession of the Articles of 
agreement with your name signed to them by 
your own hands do you: now oe the 
“hold he has upon yout? a 

Poor Block was thunder-struck at die 
’ conviction which now reached his senses of 

the enormity of the treachery which had _ 

‘been exercised against him in the name of 

Ariendship-— Whenever the Colonel had bor- 

rowed sums of money of him, he had al- 
sways insisted on the bond being drawn for 

‘one per cent beyond the permitted standard, 

telling the credulous Block, that without. 

Making him something more than the ordi- 

‘nary compensation for the use of his money, 

he could not -be satisfied to accept loans of 
chim at all; and now, when it was too late, 

‘Block perceived the iniquitous motive of the 

“olonel’s feigned generosity, exercised in



 



 



AO _ HUMAN BEINGS. 

reckoned a good sort of woman when’ she 

was the widow Dimick.” ~ a : 

« What's that you say?” exclaimed Mrs ன் 

ஐன்” « Does yourself know a lady that © 

either is, or was a widow eos name of 

Dimick?” ் 

There was an earnestness in her oe 

awhilst she demanded these questions, that 

claimed Block’s attention, and in few words 

dye told her what 10. ர of we ci-devant 

Mrs. Dimick. ~~ ட் 

பக Ay, a Devonshire lady,” -eried Mrs. 

O’Rouke, “ and she loste-daughter, a. female 

child, when she was a small young thing ? oo 

« And found her agatn when she was 

grown up,” added Block snappishly, = and 

avhat does that signify to you or me?” : 

«More than any thing else 10 this blessed - 

world >” cried the Irish dame, “ it may be. 

the means of lifting us up ‘out of all our. 

mishaps, for whoever it may be ‘that ‘Lady 

Buckhurst pleases to call her daughter, 

daughter of her’s she isnot; for her daugh- 

teris your wife, and nobody else!” 

Bleck could scarcely credit his senses ; the 

events of the few last days of his life appear- 

dato him like a dream ; and all his faculty 
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‘going abroad, at which period she aa be- 

come a resident in her sister’s house.—She 

requested Mrs, O’Rouke, if ever she saw him. 

again, to tell him that he had her best 
wishes—and besought her to give her pro- 

te&tion to Cecilia; which Mrs. O’Rouke 

promised todo; and a few hours after Norah 
_ had received her promise to that effect, she 

died.” 
Here ended Mrs. O’ Rowe’ sstory, and she 

added “ that ever since the death of her sister, 

she had used every means in her power for en- 

deavouring to find out the parents of the. 

child, in order that she might restore it to 
them, with an explanation of the accident 

by which she had become its proteciress; 

but that till the night before, she had never 

been able to hear of any lady who either 

did, or had borne the name of Dimick.” 

Had Mrs. O’Rouke spoken the exact 

truth she would have said, “ That having 

added another profession to that of milliner 

about the time her sister died, and judging 

that Cecilia, as she had been called by Mrs. 

Preston, who was then a very fine looking 

girl of about twelve years old, might in the 

course of time grow aE to be of infinite sef- 

© By
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vice to her in her various lines of business, 

in the charaéter of her daughter; she had 
by this selfish, and scandalous hope, been 

withheld from making those inquiries which — 
if properly set on foot, would in all proba- 
bility have succeeded in restoring the child 
to. her real mother. But Mrs. O’Rouke, 

‘ upheld, not only by the natural audacity 
of her charaéter, but also by a conscious- 

hess that no proof could be adduced of her 
not having attempted to discover for the | 

child her parents,“had without fear entered 
the presence of her natural proteétor, the ~ 

moment she saw an advantage to be derived 

from a.confession of the truth. | 

. With quivering lips, and the orbs of her ட் 
eyes. apparently immoveable, Lady Buck- 2 
hurst, listened to the Irishwoman’s tale, and 

when it was concluded, no change took 
place in her countenance ;_she sat as if be- 

reaved of every faculty ; whilst Mrs. O’Rouke, 

with the same cool and undaunted firm- 
ness which had throughout marked her con- 
duét, proceeded to recount by what means — 

she had become acquainted with the inheri~ 5 
iance due to Miss Dimick, now Mrs, Block, 
on her coming of age; and to inquire how 

நை 111... ௫9.



50 HUMAN BEINGS. 

far distant that period was, as Mrs. Block 

and her husband were both in great want of 

money. 
No answer. was, returned to this question, 

and Mrs. O’Rouke said, “ Oh if you don't 
choose to tell me, there is nothing to be 
done, but to find out where she took her 
gurietening, and write down for a copy of ine ‘ 

ragister.”’ 

A pause ensued—Sir Benjamin ட் it, 

« Tf this person you speak of, is really 

Lady Buckhurst’s daughter,” he said, “can 

you tell us who the girl Amica is, that 

Mr. Leuwitzer has imposed upon us for 

~ her?” 
« How should myself know that, I'd like 

to hear!” exclaimed Mrs. O’ Rouke, “ they | 

‘can’t both be one parson without they 

were the same woman; and have I not 

plainly proved to you that they can’t be 

‘that 2” 

« {¥ should not wonder,” cried Sir Ben- 

jamin, whose resentment against Mr. Leu- 

witzer on account of his charity to the Le 

Blancs, was not yet cooled, “ I should not 

wonder, if he had taken this way of turn- 

ing over to us some poor relation, or some
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‘Lady Buckharst spoke next What asad 
thing it is,” she exclaimed, “ that Mr. Leu- 
witzer should happen to be out of the king-- 
dom just now ;—what would 1 give that I 
had him here to consult him upon what is 
best. to be done in this perplexing bu- 

ம siness.” 

ட் “What is best to be done,” echoed the 

Knight, * “ why, if Amica is not your daugh- 

ter, turn her out of the house ;—what should | 

be done with an impostor ?” 
~~ But how am I to prove whether she is 
“my daughter or not?” returned her Lady- | 
ship, “that is the difficulty ; and if even I 

find at last that she is not my child, T have 
now 860 long been accustomed to think of her ] 
asif she were, that I shall feel a good deal © 
on her account as well as my own.” 

Owing to the interest of the subje&t they 

had been discussing, the time had slipped im- 

perceptibly away, and the butler now entered 

the drawing room, inquiring of her Ladyship, 
ae Whether | the cone ent be put upon the 

table 2” 

« Bless me!” ea Lady Buckhurst, 
“is it dinner time >—I’m sure I can’t eat a 

morsel,” : 
DS .
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“ How should you -eat while you are so 

flustered ?” exclaimed Mrs. O’Rouke, “ Let 

it be put back awhile till you. send for your 

own daughter home to you, and you'll 

eat comfortably enough when she comes to sit 

‘down at the same table.” : 

' Her Ladyship’s soul recoiled at the idea of - 

Mrs. Flap'the milliner, the , sitting 

down at the same table with her, as her ac- 

knowledged daughter; butif her daughter . 

she really were, what alternative had she ? 

Sir Benjamin felt equally reluétant to behold 

her one of his table guests ; it was true that 

he had more than once paid visits to her, and — 

ber nominal mother; but gentlemen often 

pay visits which they would not on any 

account wish the parties thus honoured to 

  

‘return. 
“Along pause ensucd- 

suddenly broke it by exclaiming, “T have 

a thought just come into my head; to be 

sure itis but a thought, butit is possible that 

it may help us out of this difficulty.”—She 

rose from her chair—‘} shan’t be gone 

long,” s she said, as she moved towards the 

door; and as she left the apartment, she 

added, “ How all this will hurry and flurry 

  Lady Buckhurst
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that poor girl Amica, but since it must be, 

it must be.’—She immediately proceeded to 
Amica’s chamber, whom she found dressing 

‘for dinner ;—Amica perceived on the coun- 

tenance of Lady Buckhurst the expression | 

of an agitation of mind far different to 

‘ the ire which had animated her features-when 

she had left her in the breakfast apartment ; 

and her surprise was excited by her Ladyship 

exclaiming, ‘“ Shew me the top of your arm, 
Amica, pray let me see the top part of your 
arm.” 

As Amica was in the a&t of changing her 
gown, her Ladyship followed her words by 

instantly making an investigation of her left 

arm; the countenance of Lady Buckhurst 

fell as she examined it; she moved hastily 
round to the other side of Amica, and hay- 

ing examined her right arm with the same 

earnestness and attention which she had 

done her left, in scarcely intelligible ac~ 

‘cents, she said, “Then you are not my 

child, indeed ; you have never been inocula- 
fed, and my Amy was inoculated when she 

Was eighteen months old: Lord haye mercy 

upon me, I feel. sick and ill, and almost fit 

to die!” 
pA ashe
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fog a bundle of a few articles which were 

necessary to her immediate use. (. 9 ue 
Lady Buckhurst cdmpuctiaded the. நல 

ings ‘of both Amica and her husband; and 
“wretched as she felt herself, she still gave 
some portion of her thoughts tothe unfor- 

tunate girl whom the day before she had 
"considered as her child. Why where will 

you go?” she said, seeing her employed 

im. preparing for her departure. “Shall I 
‘beg of Sir Benjamin to let you stay here one - 
night longer ?” ee 

“Pardon me, Madam,” replied Amica, 

“but after the insulting manner in which 

Sir Benjamin this morning at breakfast 

‘spoke of my first protector, Mr. Leuwitzer, 
1 should think myself unworthy ‘of enjoy-— 
ing his future affection, were I to acceptsuch 

‘a favour, if even it were offered to my ac+- 

‘ceptance, from the man who aspersed his un- 

~sullied charaéter, -now the bond which once | 

constrained me to remain a member of. his 

family has -ceased to exist.—Whilst I be- 

lieved you my mother, I felt'an obligation ~ 
to endure, for-your sake, many disagrecable 

‘points in the conduét of Sir Benjamin : 

and his:son, which I suffered :to wound my 

»
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to a pudding cart,” and with these words she 
left the room, ‘4 ; 

_ The few moments of solitude which suc- 
ceeded filled Amica’s mind with the most ser 
rious refleStions, “Not the daughter of Lady 
Buckhurst,” she: considered, ““ whose child 

am J then ?—Perhaps I shall descend to the 
graye in ignorance of my parents.—But how 

blest is my present orphan state in that kind 
_proteStor whom I regard and love with equal 

_ veneration as it would be possible for me to do 

a real father !”—The agitation of her mind 
was so great, that she was almost incapable 
of analyzing her feelings, and scarcely knew 
whether she were grieved, or not, at being 

released from her supposed affinity to a wo- 
man whose principles and whose ideas were | 
so entirely opposite to her own.— How 

- great a struggle,” she reflected, ‘“ did it cost 

Mr. Leuwitzer, to resign me to the protec- | 

tion of this supposed parent! how great a. 

delight will he then experience at my resto- 

ration to his parental care!” A smile suc- 
ceeded this idea.— Whatever gave Mr. Leu- 
witzer pleasure, she hadso long been accus- 

tomed to consider in the light of happiness 

to herself, that every lingering shadow of re- 

௦
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her to honor him with five minutes ‘con- 
versation, 

_ [don’t know you, Sir,” was her reply ; 
< who are you?” : 

« Your better genius,” he answered, and 

taking her hand he led her forcibly into 5 
dressing room, by the open door of which she 

had met him, “ I come to you, commission- 

ed by Colonel Buckhurst,” he continued, 

« who feels extremely for your unfortunate 

-situation—He entreats you will not think of 
going into an empty house at Richmond, 

but allow me to condu& you to an elegant 
suite of apartments, which he hired about a 

month ago for himself in New Bond-strect. 
This fifty pound bill he has given me to defray 

your présent expences; and he desires me fur- 

ther to add, that as soon as he is able to leave 

his chamber, he will fly upon the wings of 

adoration io visit you; He will not desert you. 

though his family may,—These words were 

accompanied by significant nods and winks, 

and an occasional emphasis, which could 

_ not failto convey to the senses of Amica the 

designs of the Colonel, who entertained 

‘the audacious hope- of reducing her mind 

sith her circumstances; and fully convinced
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When the coach entered Richmond, she . 
for the first time spoke, inquiring, what 
o’clock it was ?—She was informed that it was 
considerably past nine—she had eaten no 

dinner, and although not hungry, she began 
to feel the want of her regular meal; she 
was faint and rather sick, which latter sensa- 

tion she attributed to having been carried — 

along for a length of tume in an opposite di- 
~ reétion to what she had ever been. accustom- 

ed to before. 

On alighting from the coach she found the — 

night to be extremely dark, anda thick sleet. 

to be falling; she looked around her for a 

conduétor to the house of Mr. Leuwitzer, 
and perceiving a Jad with a lanthorn who — 
appeared unemployed, she . _otiered him a 

shilling to carry her bundle and shew her 
light. — 

_ He readily accepted her terms, and a few 

minutes brought her to the well known 
house; she ran up the steps, and knocked at 
the door; some time elapsed, and as it was 
not answered, she knocked again ; still no 

one came, and a third time she repeated her 
knock: ina few minutes an upper sash was
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“thrown up in the adjoining house, and a 

voice called out, “ Who’s that? if you want 
any ee at that house, ட - மத. at 
home.” 

“Ts not Mrs. Sarah at home ?” demanded 
Aimica. 

«What, Mrs. Sarah Oakes >?” replied the 

voice; °* no she’s not at home, she is gone 

into the country to visit her relations; ‘and 

ihe other maid is gone to a fair, and won’t 
be back till the morning,” and with this in- 

formation the head of the speaker was ப்ட் 

in, and the sash pulled down. 

~ © Good Heavens!’ exclaimed Amica, » 

“what shall I do 2” and with her hand still , 

_upon the knocker, she stood for some mo- 

ments motionless and silent. 

“ Have youdone with me, Ma’am, pray ?” 

asked her conduétor, as she did not speak or 

stir. 

“Oh no, no,” cried Amica, a turning 

round, “ pray don’t leave me, I know not 
whither to go, nor what to do ;”—here she 

' paused, for she perceived that the figure of a 

man upon whom feéll the light of the lant- 
tem which was borne by her conduétor, was 

E2
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Sidney Valmont, who was ee 
ing her through his glass... 54 7 

© Sacre Dieu!’ cried: யக “can. set 
‘ be possible? can I believe my eyes?” a and 

advancing towards Amica he inquired from 

what cause he beheld her in so strange,a 
situation. 

Circumstanced as she was, it would haye 

been impossible for Amica to have evaded 
this question had she been so inclined ;— Mr. 
Leuwitzer was out of the kingdom ; it must, 
therefore, be evident to Sidney Valmont, that 

she could have no motive but necessity, for 

visiting his house at that hour in the even- 
ing, and attended only as she then was ;— 

her reply accordingly was such as revealed 
‘the truth, though it did not immhediately de- 
clare it. “She was,” she said, “ under the 

absolute necessity of quitting Sir Benjamin’s 

house, and she had hoped ——.” 
Valmont interrupted her, “ Under. the 

absolute necessity of quitting the protec- 
tion of your mother!” he exclaimed. 

“No, not my mother ; eA Buckhurst : 

is not my mother,” replied A 
~-Valmont’s surprise and எ increased, 

a a few வம் sentences made him உட்டு 
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could be sufficiently rested to set out again; _ 

but that if she wished it, he would still give 

directions to have the first which came home 

reserved for her, and would accompany her to 

London let the hour be what it might.” 

Upon a moment’s refleGtion, Amica pre- 

_ ferred the idea of sleeping at Mrs. Powell’s 
to travelling a dozen miles either with Sidney 

Valmont, or alone, in the dead of the night; 

she perfectly remembered Mrs. Powell; at 

the time of her living in Richmond, her hus+ 
band had been a shoe-maker of respeétabi- - 

-lity ; and she consented to go to her house, 
direGting her attendant with his lanthorn not 

to leave her till she had reached it, and pro- 

mising him an additional reward for his 

trouble. 4° , SS 
Less than five minutes brought them to th 

house, and the opening of the door disco- 

yered Mrs. Powell and her husband at sup- 

per; they direétly recognised Amica; and 

the respeét in which Mr. Leuwitzer was held 

in tlie place, added to the relative situation as 

elerk in which Mr. Powell stood to Val- 

mont, rendered the good couple extremely 

alert in b tirring themselves forthe accom- 

_ modation of their unexpected lodger. 
— oO ் 

2



 



 



82 HUMAN BEINGS, 

considered, but according to the opinion 
which she had ever entertained of him, 

they had been great indeed; at length sleep 
closed her_eyes, and while we leave her to 
the enjoyment of her repose, we have a few 

words to say of Sidney Valmont. ©. 
Besides the borough of Pliable, the Worm- . 

eaten family had in their gift a church living 
of nearly three hundred a year.—In a party 

in the neighbourhood of Richmond, where 

Sidney Valmont was supping a couple of 
evenings before his rencontre with Amica, he 

had heard that the present incumbent of this 

living, who was an extremely old man, was 

- yery ill, and supposed to be at the point of 

death. Peek 
- This information gladdened the heart of: 
Sidney; he believed that through his inti- _ 

macy with Lady Dellaval, he should stand a 
very excellent chance of Sir Jasper’s presen- 
tation, provided he presented himself in time 

as a petitioner for the situation ; and accord- 

ingly resolving not to lose an hour in prefer- 

ing his suit, he galloped off on the follow- 

ing morning, immediately after breakfast, to 

London.—Just as he reached Portman 

Square he saw a post chariot and four drive 

4
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away from the door of Lady Dellaval’s 

house, and when he knocked and enquired 
whom it contained, he was not a little sur- 
prised to find, that Lady Dellaval herself 

was going out of town in it for some time; 

and nota little disappointed at losing in 

. her his mediatrix with her father. 
However we have already seen that al- 

though of noble Welch blood, Valmont’s cir- 
cumstances were such as to render it conve= 

nient to him to lose nothing for want of 

asking, and to this end he obtained an inter- 

‘ view with the Baronet. 

Sur Jasper supported the true கன்டு of 
a great man who has a favour at his disposal, 

by talking a great deal, though he said no- 

thing, and raising those hopes which he had 

_ hot the least intention of realizing. 

Valmont had all his life moved in circles 

where he had seen flattery a most efficacious 

weapon in the hands of those who had a de- 

sired point to carry, and he wielded it as he 
believed in.a most skilful manner over the sen- 

"ses of the Baronet —He praised his taste, his 

dress, his-“dancing, and lastly, (for Lady 

— had taken care to publish the Ba- 
: EO
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ronet’s predileétion for her supposed daugh- 
ter) he extolled Amica, as the most fascinat- 
ing female whom ne had ever beheld; but 
studiously avoided a word which might: in- 
form Sir Jasper that he was acquainted with 
his passion for her ; judging that such a disco- 
very on the part of the old beau, might ren- 
டோ him suspicious of all the adulative decla- 
rations to which he had for the space’ of 
three hours been alternatively oe his 

50 ul. and his honor. 

_ Touch but the chord which vibrates to the 
heart, and flattery is delicious to the ears\of 
yen those who have some idea that it is’ flat-— 
tery they are listening to; that is, if their 

minds be not of that strong nature of which 
the world is well off, if it can boast that one 

out of every hundred of the human beings | 

which it contains, is possessed.— The 

sound of Amica’s name coupled with every 
enchanting grace, and every bewitching de- : 
sire, poured milk and honey through the 
veins of Sir Jasper, and as he listened, he. 
began to approye her approver, and to con- 

fess his flame ; and before Valmont and he 

parted, he promised with some degree of 
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himself as her protector to Mrs. Powell’s, 
But no sooner was he acquainted with her 

present friendless state, than he was struck 

with the execrable idea of rendering her cir- 
cumstances subservient to his own interest. © 

He considered, that Sir Jasper had in all 

probability, only entertained the idea of mar- 

rying Amica, because, being too violently 

_im love with her person, not to use every 

means for obtaining possession of it, he had 

had recourse io the only method by which he 

could expect to make the daughter of Lady 

Buckhurst bis.—He considered that a man‘ 

of Sir Jasper’s charaéter would doubtless be 

better pleased to possess her on any terms 

than those of marriage; and he passed the 

night in reflecting whether there were no. 

means by which he might render himself 

instrumental in accomplishing this end for 

the Baronet; and make a demand of the 

living in return for his services—He ap- 

plauded his own idea; but he perceived that 

it required infinite finesse to bring it to bear ; 

because he saw it very essential to his own 

chara&ter and safety, if he undertook it at 

வி], to conduct it in such a manner ௦ 1௦:
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she was able for finding her abode; she had 
never herself been at. Mrs. Acton’s house, 

but she knew . that her brother’s name; to 

whom the hotel belonged, was Langford, 

and that the house was called by his name; 

she. knew also that it was situated in one of 

_ the’streets branching off from the Strand, and 

believed it to be Cecil-street, or Crayen-street, 

but could net exactly tell. which:—Whilst 
Amica was tying together her bundle, Sidney — 
Valmont had run out to giye his directions 
to the postboy, and on his return had told 

‘her, that the lad was well acquainted with 

Langford’s hotel, which information gave 

hergreat pleasure. 

Owing to the great quantity of snow which 

had fallen, their progress with a single pair 

of horses was very slow, and when they reach- 

ed Piccadilly, it was already growing dusk ; 

the track however was more beaten in the 

streets than it had been upon the road, and 

they proceeded along more swiftly ; “ We - 

are now driving into the Strand,” said Val- 

mont, when they had quitted the Haymarket, 

“ Voyez,. there is king Charles,” pointing to 

the equestrian statue ashe spoke, 
101010 17 ர
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CHAPTER VI. 

A Stranger Introduced. 

We now return for a while to our friends 

Mr. Leuwitzer and Maurice Stanton; a 

prosperous voyage, although by no means a 

speedy one, brought them at the end of fiye 

days to Cuxhaven; and afier a night of 
repose, for the time of their landing was 

late in the evening, they processed to: 

Hamburg. 
: Every breast of feeling is capable of draw- 

ing for itself the portrait of the widowed mo- 

ther weeping over her fatherless children, 

and lamenting the untimely death of a beloy- 

ed husband; such did Mr. Leuwitzer find 

his sister Adelaide: when he entered her. 

presence she fell upon his neck, and fora 

‘considerable time they both cont nued unable 

to address each other—at lengta Mrs. Wei- : 

©
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in the city of Hamburg, had given him a very 
warm invitation to spend as much of his 
time as) was agreeable to him at his house— 
Mr, Forrester: had arrived in Hamburg in 

the month of September, and hired apart- 

ments in the same street. where they lived, 

, a circumstance which had considerably fa- 

voured’ their intimacy ;—Mr, Weimar bad’ 

shewn'him many civilities, and he had repaid _ 

them by his friendly attentions io sersclf since 

his death. 

‘She had scarcely concluded her account 
‘before Mr. Forrester was announced ;—when 

he entered the apartment, Mr. Leuwitzer 

perceived in him a tall man of elegant man- 

_ ners, and a handsome person, who appear- 

ed about forty-eight or fifty years of age; 
he wore his own hair, through which a 
‘small quantity of powder had been comb- 

ed; and he was dressed entirely in black. 

~- An introduétion- immediately took place, 

and in the conversation which ensued, Mr. 

Leuwitzer discovered his new acquaintance 

‘to be not only a man of a sound understand- 

ing, and an enlightened mind, butone whose 
‘every word and aétion were those of the 

accomplished gentleman: our’ benevolent 

ES
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til the arrival of Mr. Leuwitzer, that he. 
might attend it in the charaGier of chief 

mourner, as brother in law to the deceased, 

took place; Maurice Stanton and Mr, For-. 

rester likewise followed the corpse to the 

grave; and when this day of solemnity — 

, was past, Mr, Leuwitzer began his re- 

searches after some confidential person capa- 

ble of conducting the concerns of his com- 

mercial house. 
As Mr. Leuwitzer and Mr. Forrester gain- 

ed a farther knowledge of each other, the 

‘latter attached himself as strongly to our 

good German, as he had before been to his 

sister and her deceased husband; and Mr. 

Leuwitzer discovered a dejeStion of spirits 
in his new friend, which at their first intro- 

duétion to each other, he had supposed to be 

caused only by the temporary gloom thrown 

over the family in which he was taking 

upon himself the part of an aétive friend ; 

but which he soon found to be habi- 

tual. : 

Que, ee ட when, they happened to be 

left alone, the conyersatign led Mr. Forrester 

to. remark, that he had now been twelve 

years upon the continent without haying 

கச்
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fidence with whom to entrust the temporary 

concerns of his mercantile house, had fixed 

upon a day for embarking for England with 

his sister and her children, when he one after- 

‘noon received a note from Mr. Forrester, re: 

questing him to’ pass a few hours that even- 

ing at Lis apartments, as he was desirous of. - 

“holding with him some private conversa- 

tion. 

Mr: Leuwitzer. accepted the invitation, 

and when he entered the sitting-room of his 

new acquaintance, Mr. Forrester rose, and 

extending towards him his hand, thanked — 

i him in a most cordial manner for his visit, 

and when he had sealed him by the fire, he 

proceeded to say, “ Since the time when you 

pressed me to impart to you the causes which 

had driven me from my native country; not 

Jess on eratitude for the concern which you — 

ex essed for my happiness, than from indul- 

gence to my own feelings, which select you 

in preference to all other beings, when con- 

fidence is to be reposed; I resolved that | 

should future events ever present me wiih 

any motive for divulging the secrets of my 

aeart, to claim the offer I had received from 

yo. of giving them your attention. — Little
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did I then imagine how near that hour was 

in its approach—it is already come—lI shail 

return with you to England—I have been 

aétuated in my determination by the paper 

which [ now hold in my band.” 

» This was a London newspaper, with seve- 

ral of which Mr. Forrester was regularly 

supplied, and which as he spoke, he laid 

down upon the table before Mr. Leawitzer, 

= 

pointing with his finger to the following ௨05 - 

vertisement :-— 

* LORD ABBERVILLE. | 

‘Tp Lord Abberville, possessor. a ie 

« Woodland manor in Heris, be still in extst- 

“ eace, and will stretch out his hand to rescue 

“ from an impending misfortune, Hamilton 

“ Ryecroft and his son Edward ; the former 

“most solemnly pledges himself in return 

“ for Lord Abberville’s assistance, to make to 

“him a disclosure of the utmost imporiance 

“to his happiness.—Apply for the adver- 

“ tisers immediately to Mr. Elves, Attorney, - 

“ Chaucery Lane, London.” 

« And does this adverti:emen’,” said Mr. 

Teuwitzer, “occasion your return to Eug- 

land 2” 
௪6
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« Yes, it does,” replied Mr. Forrester. 

«Ts it then possible, that you are yourself 

Lord Abberville *” inquired Mr. Leuwitzer. 

Mr. Fortester’s reply was in the affirma- 

tive. 

« Indeed!” exclaimed Mr. Leuwitzer, 

«the cause must have been a most powerful 

one, which could have induced a man of 

your rank and possessions to have renounced 

his country.” 

«Tt was a mighty, a grievous, an unpa- 

ralleled case of woe !’? answered Mr. For- 

rester, “ but you will hear in the course of 

my narrative, to which I am going to re- 

quest your attention, whence it arose, and 

by what micans it gained sufficient strength 

to exile me from my native land—Deem me 

not, generous man, now guilty of that selfish- 

ness which I once abjured, because I confide 

to you my history at a moment when the ad- 

yice of a friend will be most essential to 

my future felicity; I confess that it is be- 

cause we are too often incompetent judges , 

of our own conduct, that I now lay open 

my ease to your friendly hearing.” 

«© [ have offered myself as your friend,” té- 

plied Mr, Leuwitzer, “in gratitude for the
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kind offices which my sister has received at 

your hands ;—-friend is a sacred name which 

Inever use without meaning :—begin your 

explanation with a firm reliance on the in- 

terest I take in your welfare.” 

«Tt is impossible for me to describe to 

you,’ rejoined Mr. Forrester, “ the variety 

of confused ideas with which this advertise- 

ment fills my brain; at one moment, hopes 

of a flattering nature crowd into it ;—at the 

next, dreadful phantoms of increased misery 

harrow up my soul ;—but J will endeayour 

to compose myself, and give you a clue to 

the surprise with which you see me aftected, 

by commencing my short history.” 

After a pause, during which Mr. Leuwitzer — 

reperused the advertisement contained in the 

_hewspaper, Lord Abberville, for as such we 

“must hence forward know him, began his 

recital in the following words :— 

« Those events from which the most afflict- 

ing situations of life arise, are usually of a 

simple nature, unattended by the marvellous; 

such you will find my history- . 

« T am the only son of the late Lord Ab- 

“berville; at seventeen I had the misfortune 

to be an orphan—my தல்ல devolved 

io
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upon an uncle of my mother’s, who exe- 

cuted the trust reposed in him by my deceased _ 
parents with fidelity. In less than a year 

after the death of my father I was placed. at 

Oxford; during the period of my residence 

at coliege, my life was passed much in the 

common routine of university students, that 

is, in a great deal of pleasure, and very litile 

applicatién to study.—l was, however, I be= 

lieve rather more partial to my books than 

mest young men of my age, situated as-I 

was, would have been; and infinitely jess 

puffed up by the vanities of my wealth and 

tile, than was to be expected from a human 

being, basking like myself in the suushine of 

fortune. 

“ When I was approaching towards the 

completion of my twenty-first year, | was in- 

fornied that it would be deemed a necessary 

compliment to the county in which was 

going to reside, to solemnize the joyful event 

by giving an entertainment to: the neighbour- 

ing families: I accordingly issued invitations 

fora ball and supper, to all familins of con- 

dition within twenty miles of my estate; de- 

puting my steward ty publish to the inferior 

Taulas of society, that a feasi wouid be pier
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« How so?” Lasked, “ who are her pa- 

rents ?” : ர 

©She has but one alive,” was the an- 

swer of my steward; “her father, who is a 

disabled soldier, was a Lieutenant in a 

marching regiment in the American war; 

an affectionate wife was the companion of | 

—he had 

the misfortune to have his leg taken off by: 

a cannon ball; he was carried to his tent, 

and whilst his wife was administering to his 

relief she was shot dead at his feet :—he re- 

turned to England with his child, disabled © 

fox service, and has retired upon his half pay 

  his marches; at the siege of 

to this cottage.” 

The interest which the appearance of 

Georgina had excited in my heart, was in- 

finitely increased by the mournful sketch 

which had been given me of her history; 

and I determined to introduce myself to her 

- and her father; and make them an offer of 

any services which it might be in my power 

to render them ;—I considered however that 

it would be adviseable to defer my visit to 

some future time, as my presence at this mo- 

ment would in all probability only discom- 

pose the happiness of the hour, both to
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which forbid the great and fashionable to 

taste unalloyed pleasure.-—How much more 

enviable a human being then was Georgina 

on her birth-day, than I had been on mine! 

Thad held forth to my guests expectations 

-of the greatest enjoyment, which, according 

to the private calculations. of my own heart, 

were probably realized in the breasts. of 

very. few of them ;—Georgina had_ pro- 

mised very liftie to those whom she wes 

entertaining , aud had succeeued, in making 

them all superlatively happy. 

« Tlow exquisite appeared to, me her sim- - 

ple manners and native charms, whtn coni-. 

pared) with ithe artificial condyet and 

assumed graces, of such women as I had 

heard extolled. by the vetaries of fashion 

as the pre-eminent goddesses of iis fantastic 

empire. 

_“< from that moment an ட்ட in the fate 

of Georgina Howard was exciled in my 

heart; an interest which will only cease 

exist when death snaps the chord of feeling 

—but at that moment my ideas concerning 

her were not of a tenderer nature than that — 

it had afforded me the highest gratification, 

fo contemplate her person; and that I வட்ட
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bashfulness; simple, yet ‘expressive of an 
enlightened mind. - 

“'The health of the old soldiers was very 

‘Indifferent; and the remainder of his ampu- 
tated leg, which had been too soon exposed 

to the cold after the operation had. taken 

place, very painful when he attempted to 

move upon it; he therefore very seldom 

stirred beyond the limits of his little garden’; 

and on this account, I received only one 

visit from him, as he seemed to consider that 

he was giving me an unwarrantable trouble 

in sending my carriage to convey him to my © 

mansion: he ever expressed the greatest plea- 

“sure at receiving visits from me, and as I de- 
rived a real satisfaction from increasitg my 

acquaintance with him, I was not by any 

means slow in accepting his invitations. . 

« [found Lieutenant Howard to be by 

far the pleasantest of my neighbours; his edu- 

cation was good, his refleéiions upon men 

and manners just and acute; his anecdotes 

were of the most entertaining and instruétive 

nature ; he had served abroad in three cam- 

paigns, without the means of purchasing an 

adyancement in his profession ; and was ulti-
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CHAPTER Vil. a 
° 

The Root.of Truc Love is Fricnaship... 

a Aout six months after the commence- 

ment of my acquaintance wiih the Howards, 

Georgina was invited by a relation of her de- 

- ceased mother’s, to pass a few weeks at her 

house in Berkshire; her father bad pressed: 

her to accept the invitation ; Georgina wish- 

ed to decline it: “She could not,” she said, 

«bear the idea of leaving him, for perhaps 

more than a month, alone :’——hbis wish how- 

ever over ruled hers; he was desirous thal 

she should gain a litile more acquaintance 

with the world and society, than ‘she already 

possessed, and therefore almost commanded 

her to avail herself of the present opportu- 

nity for improving her knowledge of both. 

«Twas present at one of their amicable - 

controversies, and [ promised that if she 

would consent to take the few weeks plea- 

sure which was offered to her, that I woul
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i Aud is the christian name of Mr. Rye- _ 
croft, Hamilton?” I went on inquiring, 

* {t is,” replied Mr. Howard, “ ae that 
of his little boy, Edward.” 

« This information confirmed to me, that 
it was the same Ryecroft, who had been my 
fellow’student at the university, who was a 

~ second time become an unshackled man, and 
_ had proposed himself as the husband of 
Georgina :—the Lieutenant perceived that I 
ஸ்ஸ்ஸ்! him, and earnestly besought me to give 
him my real opinion of his charaéter at 

was one of the most unpleasant questions 
that I ever had advanced to me. 

« When I first became acquainted with 

him, which was in consequence of our being 

"members of the same college, Ryecroft, who 

was nearly three years older than myself, had 

already kept a couple of terms; he was like 
tayself an orphan; he was in possession of a 

tolerable fortune, and appearing as if he 

either were unacquainted with the value of 

money, or considered it to be capable of pro- 

-ducing no joy to its possessor but that of 

scattering it out of his purse with ‘the most 

wanton extravagance; the prodigality of 
_ Ryecroft was proverbial; and even by those 

Vox. Il. G 
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that he was as great a profligate as ever, grow- 
ing wp more addiéied to play; and that 
his wife was a very unhappy woman :—from 
Mr. Howard’s account it appeared, that she 
was now released from her earthly cares, and 
her motherless boy left to the guardianship of 
an unprineipled father. 

arab paused upon the old lieutenant’ 5 ques- 

tion :—a man cannot be placed i in a more de- 

licate, or unpleasant situation than that of 

being called upon togive his advice in an. af- 

fair of matrimony, when he considers | one of 

the parties who seek to form this union, un- 

worthy of the possession of the other, —The 

female is generally offended at hearing any 
thing to the discredit of the man who addres- 
ses her, even if it be to save her from eventual 

- ruin;—and an unprincipled man “will never 

forgive a third person for ட spoken the | 
மய | of him :—I had however ‘seen 50 many 

" Gnstances of Georgina’s excellent sense, and 

worthy disposition, that I trusted she woul 
be grateful to me, for any information which 

Tmight convey to her father for the regula- 
tion of her future conduét ; and Ryecroft I 
considered as amen of such | abjest princi- 
oles, that it was _ immaterial whether » he - 
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her father’s wish of seeing her provided with 

a lawful proteétor before the hand of death 

should call him from fulfilling that office to 
her in his own person ;—Ryecroft appeared 

to her the man introduced to her by fate for 

this very purpose; and, therefore, from a 

combination of circumstances, rather than a 

‘decided preference for the man, she had per- 

mitted Ryecroft to lay his proposals before 

her father. 

* On the part of Ryecroft, a gust of sud- 

‘den. passion for the person of Georgina had 

seized him, and unacquainted with the re- 

straint of his inclinations, he had sought their 

gratification in proposing himself as her hus- 

band; in which charaéter he was convinced 

he could alone attain the completion of bis 

desires, 

“ Ryecroft had taken up his abode at the 

inn in the village; on the evening of his ar- 

vival J met him near my park-gate as I was 
returning home with my dogs from shoot- 

ing ;—he instantly crossed the road and 

came up to me; I Teturned his salutation 

with politeness, but with coolness :—amidst 
_ his other qualities, I knew him to be a pro- 

fessed spunger ; and not being a man suiici- 

G4
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ently to my. liking for me to endure thie idea 
of seeing | him at my house in. that,charaéter, 

I took this method of ae him » my. ;in- 

tention. far: 

“In the course of a very. neg days: after 

hig arrival in Hertfordshire, 1 received. a de- 

cisive reply to one of my letters; \it was from 

aman in “years, a clergyman of the greatest 

respeGtability, and unblemished character, the’ 

friend of virtue and of truth, who feared not 

the reproaches of the libertine. «“ Were I 

the father of a marriageable daughter,” he. 

pee “no inducement should tempt me to - 

give her to. aman of Mr. Ryecroft’s immo- 

ral charagter :’”’—my friend was one of those: 

sen who never wish to conceal an opinion. 

by the promulgation of which they may serve 

the interests of an obje& worthy of their re- 

gard); and he concluded his. epistle with 

giving me his permission to shew what he 

had written to Mr. Howard, whose situation 

[had described to him; and knowing him: 

“to be sheltered both by his age, and his cleri- 

cal charaéter from the resentment of ரவ. 

_eroft, I did not scruple to nile நண் படத் 

the old இனர் 
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some reference to himself;—Mr. Howard 
was conscious that it was observed by him, 

and incompetent to an act of hypocrisy, he 

Jj! dged it to be immaterial whether the ex- 

jlanatin came from his lips, or from the 
pen of Georgina; and accordingly proceed- 

ed to state to Ryecroft, what she had been . 

employed in wriling. 
«No sooner did Mr. Howard cease speak- 

ing, than Ryecroft began to confirm the 
accusations laid to his charge, by displaying 

some of the shades of his character ; execrat- 

ing in the most prophane terms those who - 

he protested had slandered him; he de- 

manded of Mr. Howard in the most vehe- 

ment manner, upon whose authority he dared 

to reject his alliance on the plea of his imr 
m ‘rality of conduct >—Mr. Howard was not 
t be intimidated by the blustering of any 
man whom he had no cause to fear, 

and’ whom’ he had never wronged; and 

with the utmost calmness pointed to the most 

material parigraph in the letter which I had 

sent to him. 

'« Almost chokingewith rage, Ryecroft ex- 

claimed, “« If you do not, Sir, insiantly in-
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form me who is the author of that s‘andalous . 
libel upon my charaéter, I shall consider you, 

for some reason which is at present unknown 
tome, as the base fabricator of it,” 

“am an old soldier, Sir,” replied Mr, 
Howard, “‘ whose courage has for fifty years 

past been placed beyond a doubt; I shall not 

therefore be provoked by your menaces to 

return -a friend who- bas performed towards 

me a service, the injury of exposing bim to 

the efie&s of your virulent passion :—you 

must excuse my concealing from you the 

- name of the writer of this letter,” and as he ~ 

concluded his sentence, Mr. Howard was 

conveying the leter towards his pocket j—-the 

rage of Ryecroft rose to an ungovernable 

pitch, and he attempted. to snatch it from the 

hand of the veteran, who-succeeded in wrest- 

ing it from his grasp; but not till Ryecroft 

had caught a sight of the-direétion.—* Your 

present conduat,” said the Lieutenant, “ more 

than justifies whatever has been said to the 

discredit of your name; and I now, from 

what relates to myself alone, desire you to 

quit my house.’”—“ I am satisfied,” exclaim- _ 

ed Ryecroft, “ Lord Abberville has been the 
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me to act upon those terms which ‘might 
have been pursued by one whose life, on ave 
count of his being either the husband of an 
affectionate wife, the father of helpless chil- 
dren, or the son of aged and anxious parents, 
was of so much importance to others, as al- 

most to leave him no command ever it him- 
self; he vowed that nothing should prevent 

him from taking my place in the transaction, 

and meeting Ryecroft himsel?. 
“ TL opposed his proposition as strenuously 

as he enforced it; ‘my goed friend,’ E said, 

“if the antagonist of Ryecroft is doomed to - 

fall, I can be infinitely better spared from 

the stage of life than yourself, who have a 

helpless daughter to protect.’ 

“Finding me noi to be meved by his ar- 
guments, he secretly went to my housekeeper, 

and entreated her to go instantly and bring 

Georgina to him; in the hope that her voice 

added to bis own might prevail with me. 

«Whilst the worthy lieutenaut was thus 

harrrassing his mind to fiad the means of 

preventing me from. suffering in his cause 5 

he was either wholly unacquainied with 

the hour of my appointment with Rye- 

croft, or judged that hour to be more
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flistant :-——at the period at’ which my. 
housekeeper left Woodland Park, on Mr, 
Howard’s errand to his daughter, it wanted 
scarcely more than a quarter of six,—no 
sooner therefore was she gone than by 
another outlet I left the house, and pro- 
ceeded to the spot of rendezvous: I found - 
Ryecroft. advancing towards it, attended by” 
his servant ;—a domestic was my only com- - 
panion; Ryecroft. having informed me in 
his note, that he should bring no second to 
the ground :—we came up to each other; 

- and in-yery few words settled the terms of 

our meeting. One fire on each side was 

to determine the case; we measured the 

ground, and Ryecreft proposed that we — 

should both fire together;—I iaformed 

him that I wished him to have the first 

fire; with very little reluStance he aecept= 
ed my offer, and we took our — 

stations. 

“ Whether or not Ryecroft took his aim 
decidedly at my person, I am ignorant ; 

his. fire. however was without effect :—I 
discharged my pistol in the air, and afier 

Thad dune so, turning my heel upon him
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with a slight inclination of | aoe “head, va : 
returned home. pew sao He . 

‘7 was met in the hall of ‘my mansion 

by Mr. Howard, who was now leaning on 

the arm of Georgina, with whom he was 

seeking me, in order that she might ‘se-: 

cond the entreaties be had been making 
to me.—You may easily conceive theide- 

light and satisfaGtion with which they: re-) 

ceived the intelligence of all cause\ for’ 
their apprehensions being past ; but to give’ _ 
you a just idea of the gratitude with which’ 

‘they overwhelmed me for haying stood - 

forth their friend at the hazard of my’ 

life, is impossible !—Never, never, will be’ 

_ effaced from my memory the moment when 

Georgina by an uncontrollable inrpulse » 

of thankfulness for the debts of friendship? 

which she conceived herself to owe me, 

snatched my hand to her lips, and whilst she: « 

imprinted on it a trembling kiss; bedewed 

it with the tears of her sensibility!” 

The voice of Lord Abberyille faultered as! 

he pronounced these words ; he rose from 

his‘ seat, and having. traversed, fora few 

moments the apartment, as if endeayouring > 

to dispel. from his mind, painful reflestions, 

fa}



 



138 HUMAN BEINGS, 

true love, when T imagined* that I) en 
tertained that passion for Ryecroft !” 

“ How paitiful is the recolleGion of those 
halycon moments !— how sensitively does 
their loss, for which I am'now @ mouriier, 
convince me by the sad but infallible instrue- 
tion of comparison, how exquisitely they 
were gifted with the most supreme bliss !— 
never was the happiness produced by any 

“union of a purer nature than that enjoyed 
- by Georgina and myself; not one selfish 
idea had place in our hearts; each strove 
only to procure the felicity of the other—' 
Maierially also were our delights increased 
by observing the joyful satisfaGtion which. 
now constantly beamed upon the counte- 
nance of the old soldier, our father; upon 

“whem, in his descent down the hill of life, 

shone a gleam of that sunshine » which 

had never cheered his ascent up its acclivity. 

—‘“Iam indeed happy, very bappy,” he 

would often repeat; “not because my 
daughter is become a woman of rank, oa 
because she is the avife of a virtuous and 

indulgent husband ; and he must pardon 
me for saying, that were he a peasant with 

those qualities of the heartwhich he possesses,
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I should esteem him just. as much asI do 

1199: j | 

‘At the expiration of rather more than 

a year after our marriage, Georgina bles- 

sed. me. by giving birth to a daughter, the 
miniature resemblance of her own loved 

person, to whom 1 gave her mother’s name. 

The. amiableness of my wife’s disposition 

was, $9 great, and her ideas of virtuous 

propriety so strong, that she was resolutely 

of opinion, that no nutriment could be so 

fully adequate to the rearing of any child, — 

- as that which nature bas appointed for it in 

the breast of the mother; and her. whote 

time, for the first year after its birth, was de- 

dicated to the gratifying task of administering 

toits wants.” 

“Thad for some time past considered it 
“necessary to. shew myself at court, which I 

had not done since my coming of age; 

and also to introduce my wife there; as soon 

therefore as our infant was weaned, and my 

Georgina suficiently recovered from her 

fatigue of nursing to be able to derive plea- 

‘sure without fatigue from her journey, we 

‘set out for London, taking with us our little 

girl, whom we intended to employ a surgeon
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Targing upon the subjeét, by the entrance 
of a gentleman into the carriage, whom I 
had promised to a in my way to the 
Direétor’s. 

“© We had dined extremely late, it was 

considerably past ten o'clock when the coffee 
was introduced, after which 1 was upon the 

ல் point of bidding farewell to my enter- 
tainer, and returning home, which I had 

promised to do as early ‘as possible—Oh, 

that Thad kept my promise! perhaps then, 

but I was overruled in my 

intention, and agtanted: a challenge to a 

game of chess. 

cc had seated myself with my antago- 

nist in'a remote corner of the room, in 

- order that we might not be interrupted by 

the conversation of the card players, who 

were surrounding two other tables ;—in the 

middle of my second game, my attention 

Was called aside by a hasty step which I 

heard approaching towards me; ‘I raised my 

eye at the sound, and beheld ‘by my side 

a domestic who had been several years in 

my service : I observed the wildest emotion 

overspreading his countenance; he endea~ 
Youred to address me, but was. unable. te 
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speak.—The apprehensions which swelled 

my heart, as I drew from the expression 

of his countenance the idea of some ca- 

lamity having befallen either my beloved 

wife, or child, you may easily imagine ; 

—The company gathered round me, and 

an explanation was demanded from the 

lips of my servant.—How I survived the 

dreadful tidings; or what immediately suc- 

ceeded the first communication of the heart- 

rending intelligence to my senses, I am a- - 

like ignorant of—my house was burnt to 

the ground ;—my wife and infant had pe: 

rished in the flames!!!” 7 

The tears burst into the eyes of Lord 

Abberville ; heveovered his face with his 

handkerchief, and he was for a consider- 

able period of time unable to recover the 

power of speech ; when ‘that faculty re- 

turned to him, he addressed Mr. Leuwit- 

zer by saying, “ Having laid before you 

the heads of my afiliéting history, I have 

not the resolution to dwell upon those 

particulars which would only excite great-" 

er agony within my heart by reviving more 

strongly my recolleGtion of the past; and 

would by no means tend to give yeu
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clearer explanation of my case; suffice it 
therefore to tell you, that the yiGtim of de- 
spair, I fled from: the city which had been 
the scene of my calamity, ‘and retired to the 
solitude of my own estate; where E met as 
great a.wretch as myself im the father of my 
lost. angel. 

“It is fortunate for a mind overwhelmed 
with grief whenit has any other objeé besides 
its own affliGtion for its thoughts to rest upon; 

“by those attentions therefore which I felt it 
my duty to pay to the inconsoleable Mr. 
Howard, I was in all probability preserved 

from sinking into a lethargy of melancholy 
madness—the. anxieties which I experienced 

for his hapless lot kept my mind awake to 
outward objeéis, when it would else have 
sunk. entirely into itself, and have preyed 

Solely upon the grief with which it was filled: 
—the worthy Lieutenant survived his daugh- 
ter little more than three years, he died heart- 

broken, and. sunk into the grave without a 

groan ;—from the period of that melancholy 

event, which has stampt the colour of my fu- 

ture life, Mr, Howard had been the only 

Person of my own rank with whom I had 

held the slightest communication; the only 
Vor, II, H
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friend whom I had admitted to a participa- 

tion of my sorrows; when he therefore was 

no longer left me to cast the single gleam of 

-comfort of which his society had been capa- 

ble upon my path of woe, the sorrowful 
features of my own mansion became insup- 

portable to me, and I left Hertfordshire :-- 

three years were passed by me in wandering 

amidst the romantic scenery ef Wales and 

of the Hebrides; there would I pass whole 

days of seclusion frem my fellow beings, and 

soothed by contenrplating the beauties of na- 

ture, refle&t myself into fits of grief, which. 

admitted a strange and agonizing species of 

comfort to my lacerated heart. 

« Unable to endure the idea of returning 

to my own mansion, or the society with 

which I had been accustomed to mix ; and 

convinced that change of scene alone had 

the power to relieve the torturing burden of 

my mind, I resolved to travel abroad ; and 

in order to avoid the questions that might 

have been proposed concerning me, or that 

respect which might have been shewn to my : 

rank had it been known; and which would 

in my depressed state of mind have proved 

only a source of displeasure and trouble, I 
ஓ = 
ae ௮2
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assumed the name of F orrester, and retained 

in my personal service only one domestic. 

Tt is now nearly twenty years since the 

occurrence of that dreadful event which 
snapped the stem of my earthly happiness, 

and which still with unceasing poignancy 

_ tivals every other idea in my brain.— With 
the thought of England the most distraéting 

images are associated, and I know no event 
which could ever have induced me for a mo- 

ment to entertain the idea of returning to if, 

but the advertisement which I have just sub- 

imitted to your perusal ; and concerning the 

strange tenor of which I know not what 

conjeGtures to form, and wish to derive an 

opinion from your steadier judgment.” 

“Tt is now nearly twenty years since you 

have seen this Ryecroft, or heard his name 

mentioned ; is it not?” enquired Mr. Leu-. 

wilzer, 

« Very nearly twenty years,” replied Lord 

Abberville ; “it was on the day on which”— 

he was unable to conclude his sentence. 

«© Hig advertisement appears a most inex- 

: plicable enigma,” returned Mr. Leuwitzer. 

_ My opinion is considerably altered since 

I first sent to request your presence,’ ” yejoln- 

H 2 7
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possibly reap from’ oe in a wandering 
life abroad.” 1012 

ஈர confess,” replied Lord Abberville, 

that I feel myself strangely worked upon 

hy an emotion stronger than curiosity, to 
learn what discovery it can be of importance 

. to my happiness, which Ryecroft declares 

himself to have it in his power to reward 

me with, if I will stand forth as the defender — 

of himself and his son.—God of Heaven! 

can it*be that But no, no, that must be 

impossible ;—down torturing thoughts—de- 

“ceitful’ hopes—I will not allow myseli to 

Wink ஸ் வி-ம் go.—If England still 

‘prove as painful to me as it heretofore has 

‘done, I can but again quit it—for ever.” 

Mz. Leuwitzer promised him every friendly 

‘service which might induce him to continue 

“there: and Lord Abberville in return assured 

‘him how sensible he was of his friendship 

“and kind sentiments towards him, by de- 

-clating, that without possessing him for ௨. 

+ ‘companion he never should for a moment 

“have entertained the idea of returning to 

scenes so replete with painful visions; not 

even upon the mysterious invitation of Rye- 

croft. 

  

H 3
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Treachery. 

W E must now devote the page for a while 

to Amica, whom we left at the interesting mo- 

ment of Sir Jasper Wormeaten’sso unexpect- 
edly appearing before her in the apartment 

-of the hotel. The astonishment and dread 
with which she beheld him can scarcely re- 
quire to be mentioned: with trembling steps 

she receded from his approaches, and the only 

words which she was able to articulate, were 

a faint exclamation of his name. 

_He moved up to her, and catching, her 

hands in his, in the rapturous accents of a 

devotee to pleasure, arrived at the imaginary 

height of sublunary bliss, he exclaimed, “ Ten 

thousand thanks, most enchanting, most hea- 

" venly of women, for the happy chance which 

you have given me of becoming instrumental 

io your felicity! Regret not your separation 

from those horrid plebeians, who derived 

HA
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their only . consequence in’ life from’ their 
supposed alliance. with anangelie girl like 
yourself ; my spursé is» umlimitedly’ at! ‘your 
command, and too poor! is every. Tequital’ at 
can bestow for பட்டு enchanting invitation 
hither! 21 ‘ail மவலுனடு 50 

Struggling to கம் வறள்: Amica . 
replied, “ Great Heaven! what is it that you 
mean by invitation? By what accident Has 
the perversity of my fate sent you hither to 
display your unfeeling mind, in adding this 

insult to the unmerited sufferings I am already 
exposed to? Invitation to Se dare” 
not repeat that assertion.” 

“My dear, exquisite girl!” rejoined ‘the 
Baronet, “ why this coyness—why this pre- 
tended reserve? Do I merit such a return 
for having flown hither on the wings of adora- 
tion, to kneel and offer you my services?— 
Why are you here but to oe your re 

meent with me?” 

«With you!” echoed i «<< T came 

hither to meet an honest and valued friend, 
who I am astonished is not ey with me, 

and’——— re 

Sir Jasper interrupted her with a laugh of 

incredulity, which he accompanied by throw-
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ing one of his arms. familiarly tound her 
waist, and pressing Her towards hitn. 

_ By an effort of strength she discreet = 
person from his grasp; oné of her hand she 
still held tightly. confined in both his; ‘by 
which he prev snted her from flying: towards 
the door or the bell-string, A loud shriek 
burst, from her lips,which’ she followed by 

erying aloud upon that proteétress whom she 
did not doubt the house she was i contained: 
Mrs. Aéton! Mrs, A€ton !” she repeated: 

for. Heaven’s sake appear, and or 
protest your Amica!” ் 

“ And a female friend too!” said Siz Js ‘eer 

increasing his laugh; “now I cannot be 

Jnistaken ;—you would not appoint a female 
friend to: meet you in a place of this na 

ture !"4 BEM 

H This nature!” burst frantically from the 

lips of Amica, fora dreadful suspicion flashed 

across her brain :—“ this nature!—Am I aot 
inarespeétable lodging o- house—in er 3 

Rotel2? 

er An, honk you triffe too smiced reel 
the Baronet. “ Did’ not your own letter, 
tantalizing angel! appoint the house we are 
in?” Sea ee 

HS



154 . HUMAN BUINGS. 

« My letter! my letter!” exclaimed Amica, 
‘ What would you insinuate iain letter! 

—To whom?” 
© To the happy man oe clas you in his 

arms!” cried Sir Jasper. A second violent 
shriek issued from the lips of Amica, and 
again she succeeded in extricating her person 
from his grasp: her hand he still resolutely | 
clenched. . A trembling fit* of so violent a 
nature as to convince Sir-Jasper that it could 

not be feigned, seized her, and she breathed — 

forth in accents which the quivering of her | 
lips rendered scarcely intelligible, “You have . 

Feceived no letter from me; you know you 
have not.” 
“Could -L else have known ihat I should 

find you in this house at this hour?” demand- 

ed the Baronet. : 
A long and painful gasp fox respization was 

the only reply made by Amica to this question; 

with it burst upon her mind a conviétion that , 

she was the victim of some aét of deeply- 

planned and heinous villainy. The expres- 

sion of her features was probably of a dread- - 

ful nature, for during the pause of agonizing 

_ reflection which she maintained, Sir Jasper 

did not speak, but stood with his eyes fixed
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on her's; டத? “degree of surprise gradually 

mingling itself with the wild admiration which 
had before been the sole emotion poptiayed 
on his countenance. 

_ Amica spoke first—broken sentences alone: 

fell from her lips. “I am betrayed,” she 
said. ‘“ Some enemy has I did not 
write—I did not!”’—With her words her 

tears began to fléw: after a burst of hysteri- 

cal agitation, she exclaimed, “ In God’s name,. 

Iconjure you to tell me where I am!’” 
The Baronet, thrown into. amazement by 

. the very different reception which he met 

with from Amica from what he had expected. 

to have been greeted with by her, was. sur- 

prised into a reply, and his answer to her 

deinand was briefly explicit of the nature of 

the house.. 

«Heaven grant me strength to fly from if, Ps 

she shrieked forth, and fled from the apart- 

«ment; butas she reached the door atthe head 

of the stairs, which had before baffled her at- 

tempt to open, she sunksenseless 4 ponthe floor. 

On reviving, she found herself supported. 

in an arm-chair, in the apartment. which she 

had just before quitted, and Sir Jasper alone 

with her: he was standing by her ade and: 

Hu. 6 
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occupied in applying salts and restoratives to’ 
her nostrils, a variety of which articles ‘he 
always carried about him for his own use.’ 

The moment the powers of sense and a&tion 
returned to her, she threw herself at his feet, 

and with her trembling hands ‘clasped. to- 
gether, and her streaming eyes fixed upon . 

him with an expression which might have 
moved the heart of brutality from its most 
savage purpose, she exclaimed, “Oh, for the 

love of mercy! save and pity me: save an 

unprote@ied friendless orphan; preserve to. 

her innocence, the only blessing which fate” 
has left her. Oh, refleé&t how enviable will 

be the sensations of your heart when stretched 
upon the bed ef death, my preservation from 
ruin shall counterbalance such other crimes as. 

you may have been guilty of, instead of adding 

‘by its enormity to their sum!—Qh refleét, 

and saye me!” Lot 
The Baronet raised Amica from her posture” 

of humiliation, and replaced her on the seat 

-from'which she had sunk to his feet, -The 
ruling passion of his heart was to behold and 

‘to enjoy the loveliness of female beauty: the 

<women to. whom he had been accustomed all 

his life to address himselfas a gallant, had ever
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_ been forward to meet his caresses, or rendered 
immediately supple to his inclinations by, his 
liberality. -In.Amica he found a mind of a 
nature entirely new to his observation: one 

_ pwho would :derive misery from the very con- 
-du& which had giyen others happiness; one 

. «from whom he must purchase his own bliss at 
the expence of her agonies of heart; one who 

-jewould meet his smiles with tears; one who 
owould live to hate and to fly from him, in- 

stead: of becoming every day more apprehen- ’ 

. osive of losing him. Did he therefore perse- 

“sivere In his infamous intentions with regard to 

| Amica, he perceived that his favourite passion 

‘of \giving happiness to every woman who 

‘possessed his acquaintance, would for the first 

»-time be -reversed; when, by listening to her 

உ suit, he might bind her in eternal gratitude to 

him, and confer on her a greater degree of 

felicity than he had ever yet been able: to 

eens onany one of hersex, 10. 
sce “Convince me,” he said, “ by. your solemn 

ats atti that you neither wrote this letter 

oryourself,” drawing-one ashe spoke from his 
ue ‘nor -caused* any’ other person: to 
“writeit at your instigation, and you:shal} find 

a
 

"Mea protector.” 9001: ம்மா 1 எம் ௭
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Amica cast her eyes wildly over the paper, 
which he spread before her upon the table, 
and found the contents to be these: 

“Ir your sentiments of affeftion are not 
« changed towards me because I am no 

“longer the daughter of Lady Buckhurst, 

“meet me this evening, between the hours of 

« five and six, at —————’s hotel in 

  

“ street, where I shall be happy to accept 

*‘ such services at your hands as the affection 

‘you a short time ago professed for me may. — 

“induce you to render me in my present . 

*‘ deserted state.—The fallen and anxious 

“ Wednesday morning. Amica.” 

* Oh, merciful God!” exclaimed Amica, 

‘what heart can have been sufficiently cruel 

and depraved to have exercised this. treachery" 

towards an unfortunate being like myself? 

Oh, Sir Jasper! by the mercy which I hope to 

experience from you—by the proteétion 

which f pray Heaven to grant me in the put- 

suance of virtuous principles! this is a forgerys. 

and its writer entirely unknown to me.”” 

«These accents cannot be deceitful,” re- 

plied Sir Jasper; “and it is now my turn to:
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become the suppliant to you for pardon; for 

although the error of our meeting under these 

unpropitious circumstances did not originate 

in me, Lam faulty in not having more discern- 

ment into chara¢ier than to have pursued an 

ionus fatuus thus fool-hardily, As I am 
_ universally reputed a libertine, you may con- 

sider that refle&tion cannot he expeéied to 
have any share in my charaéter; but my 

libertinism is a distin&t species from the pas- 

sion that generally bears that name: 1 am not 

_ so selfish as the herd of libertines, and my _ 

. inclinations are only flattered when by their 

indulgence I believe myself to confer a degree 

of happiness on an objeét who calls forth my 

admiration. Whilst I considered your ineli- 

nations to be in unison with my own, I would 

have made any sacrifice to secure you mine, 

believing that happiness would have resulied 

to yowas well as myself, from such a persever- 

ance on my part: but now I perceive my error, 

I am satisfied still ௦ ௨௫ towards your happi-- 

ness, and to deserve your gratitude, instead of 

‘ ebtaining your love.” 

As Amica listened to his words her feelings 

took a new turn; the tears of mingled joy and 

relief of mind burst into her eyes, and she said,
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« Do not, deceive me;, realize, this declara-. 
ition, and my unceasing நஷ்ட ப 

Sir Jasper interrupted her :) (SAL doubt 

shall instantly be removed, that L may deserve. 
the reward of those prayers,’ | Me rang the 

bell, and went, tothe outward door to meet, 

‘the person who should appear to reply to it, 

«« Order me a coach instantly,” he said; then, 

returning to Amica, he inquired, “ Whither it 

-was that she wished to be conveyed ?)— 

This she explained to him in the best manner: 

she was able. He was weil acquainted with . 

Langford’s hotel, and promised immediately. 

to conduét her to it. After this promise he 

spoke no more, but continued walking up 

and down near the door of the apartment im 

a restless manner, which bespoke his agitation 

of mind: in-about ten minutes. the coach was 

announced. _ 5, Gere 1 

«Are you afraid to trust me as your com 

‘panion to Langford’s hotel?” he. inquired, of 

Amica. i தத கக் 

After his late unexampled and une pected 

condud,, she considered that it would be um: 
generous. in. her to express such a fear; she 
therefore, replied only by a supplicating look 

of timidity, and a genile inclination of her 
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head. She could not immediately divest her- 
self of all fear, nor could she behold Sir Jasper 
in the decidedly honourable point of view in 

which the last instance of his conduét towards 
her appeared to’ demand that she should res 

gard him; but she constdered that former 

. impressions, if she felt them to have weight in 

biassing her’ private opinion, could ‘not be 
allowed to appear without a violation of that 

confidence which was now due to him, and 

she ‘rose to go down stairs to the coach. | — 
| She still trembled so excessively, that on 

* standing-up, she was unable to support herself 
without resting upon the frame of the chair. 
Yn the most delicate manner Sir Jasper ex- 

tended towards her his hand; and, with a 

countenance and voiceimmediately the reverse 

of what his had been half an hour before, he 

besought her to accept his assistance. 
Her first wish was to leave the house, she 

therefore seized eagerly upon the means which 

were to assist her in departing from it; and, 

_ Supporting herself upon Sir Jasper’s arm, she 

reached the outer door. She observed him to 

put some money into the hand of the waiter, 
and he then followed her into the coach.
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The Baronet placed himself upon the op 
_ posite seat to that upon which the exhausted 
Amica had sunk; the side-glasses were both 
down, and although a breath of evening air 
would at any other tire have filled him with 
terror, he did not attempt to raise even one of 
them, probably i imagining that hiscompanion , 
might feel averse to the idea of privacy which 

their being drawn up might suggest to her. 
“‘ How long shall we be in reaching Lang- 

ford’s hotel?” inquired Amica.—‘ I hope not 
long.” 

** Not above five minutes,” Sir dagper re= - 
plied. 

“Thank Heaven !” returned Amica.— 
1] am very ill.” 
In a very short time the coach stopped at 

the door of the wished-for house: a waiter ran 

out, and let down the steps. 

«Ts this Langford’s hotel?” exclaimed 

Amica. 

The reply was in the affirmative. 
Amica sprang out of the coach, and ran 

into the hall. “Is Mrs. Aéton at home?” 
she cried: “pray tell her that Amica implores 

to see her instantly; pray tell her so di- 
reGily.”
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CHAPTER Tx! Uno மலை 

  

Gratitude. wth 

WHIEN the powers of recolleétion re 
turned ‘to Amica, she found herself extended 

on a sofa by the side of an excellent fire, 
and her friend Mrs. Afton, and a female , 

servant, employed in chaffing the palms of 

her hands, and her temples, in order to re+ 

store sensation, 

Perceiving her materially recovered, Mrs. 
AGton ordered her servant to go down stairs, 

~and inform the gentleman below, that she 

was considerably better ;—In a few moments 

the girl returned, “ Sir Jasper,” she’ said, 

< had desired her to deliver his most respectful 

compliments to the Lady, to say that be was 

extremely delighted to hear of her amend- 

ment; and ‘should ‘wait upon” her’ oii’ the 

following morning to make personal i0- 

quiries after her health.” 

« Ts he gone now then 2” asked Amica.
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dirty they are! you look as if you had not 
had a clean g gown on for a week.” 

Amica was so well acquainted with the 
cleanly foible of Mis. Aé&ton’s mind, ‘that 

she did not regard it as a want of feeling in 

~ her to lose a thought upon her di ess, at the 
moment herself stood so eminently in need : 

of all her consideration, but placed it to its 

“true cause, the prevalence of habit; and 

drawing her down upon the sofa by her 

‘side, she gave her a brief but satisfattory 

account of all that had befallen her, since ர 

_ the departure of Mr. Leutwitaer from” 

England. 

_ In the warmth of her generous feelings 
Mrs. Aéton inveighed, nay stormed, against 

the author of the infamous letter which had 

led Amica into the labyrinth of danger from 

which she had so fortunately escaped spot- 

less:—‘ She and her husband,” she said, 

« owed their all to Mr. Leuwitzer; but for 

his generosity in restoring to them the five 

hundred pounds which Mr. Aéton had been 

so unhappy as to lose from his pocket, they 

must at that period have sunk in life, perhaps . 

neyer to have risen again ;—their circum- 

stances were DOW Gousidétanly mended ; — 

 



 



    

    

  

    

trusted, his seer 
less likelysthat. an, 

betray himself; and t 

speak of could answer no en 

blazoning to the world a story,” 

 jliiberali and prejudiced might turn to my 

discredit, and which, in all probability, will 

now never be known. ati பஸ் 

- After some time Mrs. A&ton perceived the, 

foree of Amica’s arguments, and was over= 

ruled by them.—She then asked of her 

whether she had herself no suspicion who, 

amongst her acquaintance, could have been © 

sufficiently ill-disposed to commit an a Lion 

of that unpardonable nature ; and for what - 

purpose ? oS ட அவ பது 

Had Colonel Buckhurst; possessed” any 

knowledge of her aétions and intentions 

subsequently to her quitting the house of his 

father, she would not have been surprised, 0 

discover, that by yneans of his nefarious. agent, 

Mr. Demur, he had endeavoured to:revenge 

himself upon her for the contempt with 

‘
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- were known, and admired: Lady Dellayal had 

_ represented to him the grandfather of Mr. 
"Stanton as aman. equal in rank and fortune 

to himself ; of course various. paragraphs 

concerning the marriage would appear in the 
daily prints; andi in these, after the heroic and 

generous | conduét which he had resolved 
upon, he could not fail to be held forth in a 
‘particularly distinguished light!—The trans~ 

action, inshort, could not fail to give him 
notoriety, and to gain him the தர்க்க cre- 
dit. 

ந் He ற்ப and rising at his usual hour, 
met Lady Dellaval at breakfast. He imme- 
diately informed her what had been the result 

of his meditations: with the most apparent 
' satisfaétion she heard his declaration, and . 
teplied to it by saying,: ‘Do but, Sir, go 
through with this undertaking i in the spirited 
manner in which you speak of it, and great 

“indeed will be the pride and esteem with 
which I shall regard my father.” 
“Do. not fear me,” returned Sir Jasper, 

“I am animated by the idea of the laurels - 
which will be wound round el eee 
tion.” soa 

- Vou, IIL, K
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« We will both visit Amica this morning,” 

said Lady Dellaval: “ she cannot be too soon 

informed of her happiness; I will, therefore, 

go to her immediately after breakfast; and in 

half an hour after, you shall, if you please, 

follow me; I will employ the interval in ime — 

parting to her your peperous intentions, and 

in preparing her to receiye you as her best © 

friend.” 

To this arrangement Sir Jasper agreed, 

but pressed his daughter now he had finally 

promised to.make the desired appeal in be- » 

half of the young couple to Mr. Stanton’s’ 

grandfather, to inform him who that gentle- 

man was, in order that he might be the better 

prepared for his interview with him; to which 

Lady Dellaval had hinted that it was likely 

Amica would that very morning conduct 

him: buther Ladyship declared that she had 

pledged her solemn promise to Amica, not to 

tell him, except in her presence; and that, 

therefore, out of regard to her word, she must 

defer it until they were with her. 

The Baronet ridiculed his daughter’ 5. 

scruples, but could not laugh her out of a 

siziGt observance of them.



WUMAN BEINGS. 195 

Break fast being concluded, her Ladyship . 
set out in her chariot for Langford’s hotel, 

and in about half an hour after, ட Jasper 
followed her. 

On arriving at the hotel, he was met at 
the door by Mrs. Aéton herself, who con- 
ducied him up stairs into a handsome dining- 

room, where he found Lady Dellaval and 
Amica, whose eyes betrayed them both to 
have"been weeping. 

_ For some time the conversation of all the 
_ party bore evident marks of the confusion of 

their minds; Lady Dellaval thenfsaid, “If: 
_ Amica could summon sufficient courage, Sir, 

she would inquire of you, whether you really 

have promised to exert your influence for the 

' happiness of her future life. She almost be- 

lieves that I am deceiving her; when I tell her. 

that you have done so; and can only be per- 

feétly convinced of the truth, by your own 

" assertion to that effect.” 

“As a proof, my dear Madam,” said Sir 
Jasper, addressing Amica, “how earnestly 

. your happiness was my desire, when I re- 

quested you to bestow your hand on me, I 

have pledged my word to become the inter- 
_ cessor for you to be allowed to bestow it on 
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him, your union with whom promises you 

that felicity of which it is my wish to see you 

possessed.” pee ee 

« And do you really promise this? Kind, 

generous, noble-hearted man!” exclaimed 

Amica. : 

“ Yes,” answered Sir Jasper, “ if it is in my 

power to remove any obstacle which may at 

present exist to your marriage with Mir. 

Stanton, and to conciliate his grandfather 

to your union, I pledge my honor to exert. 

myself to the utmost of my ability for the 

accomplishment of this desired end.” ee 

The tears burst afresh into the eyes of 

Amica, and she hid her face on the bosom 

of Lady Dellaval; who, on her part, ap- 

_ peared little less agitated than her fair pro- 

tegée. 
. © Now then,” said Sir Jasper, continuing 

to address Amica, “ it alone remains for 

you to inform me who Mr. Stanton’s grand- 

father is.” 

« J will answer that inquiry,” said Lady 

Dellaval; as she spoke, she drew from her 

pocket a red morocco case, which contained 

the miniature that it will be recolleéted her 

Ladyship shewed on the day succeeding her
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masked ball, at Sir Benjamin Buckhurst’s’ 

asa trinket which bad been found on the 
  preceding nightin one of her rooms: 

After a moment’s hesitation, she it put into the 

hand of Sir Jasper, accompanying her aétion 

by saying, “ This portrait will give you eve- 

. ty information; in that you will behold ° 

Maurice Stanton’s father,” 

After a few moment’s contemplation,— 

“ Stanton’s father!’ echoed Sir Jasper.— 

“ Why this is—yes it must, I cannot be mis- 

  

- taken—this is Arlington !” 

« Remember your promise ; remember you 

have pledged your honour to its fulfilling 

exclaimed in the wildest accents, Lady Del- 

laval. 

« This is Arlington then,” said Sir Jas- 

per, convinced in his surmises by the emo- 

tion of his daughter; “ this is Arlington, and 

Stanton is your son!” 

« My pride, my glory?” returned Lady 
Dellaval ; « one, whose restoration to me 

122 

_ tenders existence more valuable than it ever 

was before; one who will add another 

blessing to a mother’s life, by making this 
amiable girl my child also.” 

The Baronet did not speak; he looked 

KD:
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alternately with a varying countenance upon © 

his daughter and Amica. 

« Recolleét, dear Sir,” said Lady Dellayal, 
taking his hand in her’s, and pressing Pas: 

she spoke, “ recolleétthat you have pledged 

your word to use every means in your power 
for prevailing on the grandfather of Mau- — 
rice Stanton to consent to his union with 

Amica—his grandfather cannot therefore 

upon his own conditions withhold his ac- _ 
cordance to their petition.” ti 

« But Ihave not promised,” replied Sir ' 

Jasper, “ to acknowledge bim as my legal 

heir; therefore as Ido not consider him as 

‘my grandson, my consent cannot be requi- 

site to the union at all.” 

_ Amica burst into tears;—Lady Dellaval 

fell at her father’s feet “ Oh Sir,” she ex- 

claimed, “ I entreat youto suffer the suit 

which is presented to Yur consideration to 
sink into your heart ; has not the false pride 

which aétuated you in separating me from 
_ the only man on earth I ever loved, driven 
me to become acharaéter I detest to refleé 
upon; and to seek dissipation and extra- 

vagance as a relief for my tortured feel- 

ings?—would you, now all the affection
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titled him, whilst he was ignorant who that 

grandfather was, he now perceived that 

if he could not speedily reconcile himself 

to accede to Lady Dellayal’s suit, he would 

on the contrary be represented to it as a 

selfish, unfeeling old fellow, who had sa- 

crificed the happiness of his own ‘daugh- 

ter, and of an amiable girl, to the caprice 

of his ill-tempered opinions:—Now an old 

man who is an admirer of the sex, and who. 

does not intend to relinquish the pursuit of 
that passion, even when the passion has 

entirely left him, dreads no accusation so 

much as that of ill-temper; his accommo- 

dating manners can alone render him en- 

durable to females, and therefore the mo- 

ment he is reported to be tetchy, or surly, 

he loses all chance of being tolerated by 

them—upon this consideration the baronet 

spoke thus: “ I have already told Amica, 

that Inever will be lax in my exertions to 

promote her happiness, in order that I may 

_by this rule prove to her how earnestly that 

end was my desire when J first made her 

an offer of my own hand; and I consider 

it as no small flattery to myself that she 

should refuse to accept Stanton as her hus-
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"band in any character but that of my. grand- 

son ;—I cannot help pleasing myself with 

‘the idea, that if Ihad been as youthful as 

he is, I might not perhaps have been an 

unsuccessful wooer.” 

‘ Lady Dellaval kissed the hand of her 

_ father with a rapturous expression of gra- 

titude, and moved to the window, to relicve 

her heart by giymg vent to her tears. 

« Now your consent is obtained,” said. 

Amica, “ I shrink within myself at the 

idea of haying suffered it to be asked :— 

.When I first admitted Maurice Stanton to: 

my heart, we were alike the children of a 

generous protector’s benevolence; our Ssi- 

tuations in life were equal; now he is risen 

in fortune’s scale, L cannot help feeling 

myself an intruder upon his prosperity ; and 

fearing that | must be considered so by those 

- with whom he is connected.” 

“டு forbear, forbear, my dearest Ami- 

ca,” exclaimed Lady Dellayal, ‘‘ have you — 

not every qualification to render you the 

pride and ornament of those. connexions— : 

every virtue to endear you to their hearts,’ 

and every claim upon their affeGtion, in pos- 
K5 pitts
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CHAPTER XIL 

Fz, The Mother’s Tale. 

நந ள் now dedicate a few pages to © 
‘the private history of Lady Dellaval, and 

. explain the apparent mystery of her being a 
* mother. 

We have already seen in the short sketch 

‘ which Sidney Valmont gave, in a former 

part of this history, to the Buckhurst family, 

of her Ladyship’s life, that she had the mis- 

fortune to be deprived of her maternal parent 

ata very early age, and to be entirely left 
to the care, and direction of gouvernantes $ 

. her father paying infinitely more attention 

to his own amusements, than either to the 

_ happiness or education of his daughter. 

Amongst the numerous persons to whom 

was entrusted the formation of her lady- 

* ship’s mind and manners, her greatest 

_ favorite wasa female whose particular de- 

K6
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partment it was to communicate to her 

pupil a knowledge of the graces; her name 

was Arlington:—Soon after Lady Dellaval 

had completed her fifteenth year, Miss 

Arlington received a visit from a brother 

of hers, who held a curacy in the adjoining’ 

county -—He was a young man of genteel 

address, handsome person, and pleasing 

manners; as the guest of her gouvernante, 

he became the acquaintance of Lady Del- 

laval, and he left an impression on her heart . 

which was but a very short time a secret to 

Miss Arlington. : 

Frequent are the instances when persons 

placed in the situation of Miss Arlington, 

have not the fortitude or principle to prefer 

" the interest of the young person with whose 

charge they are entrusted, to their own ; 

and Miss Arlington by no means possessed 

this laudable command over herself: she 

considered, thata match with the sole daugh- 

ter and heiress of Sir Jasper Wormeaten, 

must, in any point of view, be a most glori- 

ous advantage for her brother: that she 

should rise in situation with him in such a 

case; and that therefore on her own account, 

as well as his, it was ‘“ a consummation de-
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voutly to be wished.” To this end she was 

continually ‘repeating to Lady Dellaval the 

ardent passion which was entertained for her 

by her brother Frederic, and taking every 

: டர in her power of throwmg them. 

‘in the way of each other; the event of which 

"intrigue was, that when scarecly three months 

turned of sixteen, Lady Dellayal was pre- 

yailed upon to elope with the brother of her 

governess. 

They reached Scotland in’ safety; and 

_ thence they removed to a spot of retirement 

- from the world; but although Frederic Ar- 

lington had managed to raise the sum requi- 

site for transporting himself and his wife 

from. Wiltshire to the land of hymeneal 

liberty, his means were now utterly ex pended, 

and they were both entirely destitute of that 

most requisite of all ingredients—money. 

In this deplorable situation they found 

themselves before the first week of their 

honeymoon was elapsed ; and as the only 

clue to extricate them from their labyrinth 

of difficulties, Mrs. Arlington wrote to her 

father imploring his pardon and assistance. 

Her letter conveyed to the Baronet all the 
information which he was anxious to receive 

ae
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concerning them, namely the place of their 

retreat, for which he immediately set out.— 

Hearrived at their cottage of love, at a time 

when Mrs. Arlington happened to be alone 

in it——He compelled her immediately to 

enter his carriage ; and having given a small 

packet in charge toa person of the house for 

Arlington on his return, he took his seat by 

her in the chaise, and ordered the -postilions 

to drive off. 

Although she had little doubt but that her 

husband was direétly to follow her, slill’she 

wept that she had not seen him to bid him © 
farewell, even for the short time she believed 

they were to be separated from each other; 

but when she learnt that it was her father’s 

possitive decision that she should never be- 

hold him again, her ravings were little short 

of madness.—Having conduéted her to his 

mansion in Wiltshire, and placed her under 
the care of those from whese custody he took 

effective means to prevent her escape, he 

proceeded to London. 

The packet which he had left at the cot- 

tage for Arlington, contained a letter from 

the Baronet wherein he commanded him to 

meet him at the expiration of a week in
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London; having terms, he said, which he 

should then propose to him for the regulation 

of his future life;—the packet contained also 

a sum of money sufficient to defray his ex- 
pences up to the metropolis.—Whatever 

‘designs the Baronet might have in view, 

: Arlington concluded, that, situated as he 

was, he could not do better than to make 

a.shew of obedience to his wife’s father, 

by following the direGtions which he had 
received. 

In London accordingly they met: Arling- 
‘ton was received by Sir Jasper with that 

inflexible pride and haughtiness which he 

expected; but he did not expeéi the sentence 

which he received from his lips;—afler some 

preliminary discourse ihe Baronet. thus 

addressed him: “ You are a very young 
man, and therefore are not perhaps ac- 

quainted how far the step of which you have 

been guilty, renders you amenable to the 

laws of your country.—It is in my power to 
arraign you in a court of justice for the 

crime of having stolen an heiress of minor 

years; the consequence of your conviction 

would be the imposition of a fine beyond 

what it is in your power to pay, and you
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would thus become a prisoner for life; your 

sister also might be made a sharer in your 

punishment, as an accomplice in the act;— 

but it is not my design to deal thus harshly 

with you; I have the ability to get you 

instantly appointed to a chaplainship in a: 

regiment which is at this hour embarking 

for the Fast Indies ;—if therefore you choose 

to accept it, ET shall appoint proper persons 

to see you on board the vessel this very day ; 

if you refuse, I shall instantly proceed to 

enter against you a process at law :—But 

remember also, that I procure you this ap-— 

pointment upon the condition of your never 

breathing a syllable relative. to. your mar- 

riage; the instant I can prove a word to 

‘ that efect.to have fallen from your lips, 1 

revoke my fayor towards you, and change 

my conduct to such as the law will authorize 

me to exert.” 

The confusion of Arlington’s mind, and 

the disagreeable ‘stale of his feelings, may be 

easily imagined; he was not sufficiently ac- 

quainted with the nature of the laws to be 

able to reply by any effective argument to 

those advanced by Sir Jasper; and probably 

not heroic enough in his love to be able to
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endure the idea of utter ruin from a per- 

severance in the rashness he had committed, 

he embraced the plan which the Baronet 

offered to his acceptance. — 

Sir Jasper having thus succeeded in re- 

moving Arlington from the country where 

_ his presence must have been inimical to his 

proud views, he next turned his thoughts 

towards Arlington’s sister, who also had. it 

it in her power to divulge the secret which 

must prove a stab to the future prospects of 

_his ill-guided daughter ; accordingly having, 

‘without much difficulty, convinced Miss Ar- 

lington that a propagation of the truth on 

her part must prove utter ruin to her own 

charaéter in the situation she was fated to 

move in through life, as it must prevent any 

mother from placing confidence in her as the 

protectress of her daughter, he prevailed 

_ upon her to accept the place of teacher in a 

family with which he was acquainted, who 

were on the point of setting out for Russia ; 

and at parting he gave her an hundred pounds 

“as a douceur farther to ensure her, if possible, 

from tattling. 
These two dangerous persons being re- 

moved, Sir Jasper returned to his own home,
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where he had left his daughter in the care of 

ihose who had faithfully fulfilled the trust 

reposed in them, without a knowledge of the 

cause from which their, services had been 

demanded.—He’ fatind: his daughter in that 

wretched state of mind which was to be ex- 

peéted from. a girl of her age deprived of the. - 

first object ‘of her love; he informed her of 

the steps he had taken; and the firmness. of | 

his manner, by. leaving her no hope of be- 

holding her husband again, almost drove her 

to desperation. i 

Yo remove her from the observation of his’ 

neighbours in her present state of mind, the 

Baronet judged judicious, as he hoped it 

might proveadvantageous to the tranquillizing 

of her spirits, by giving her new and vary- 
ing objeéts for her contemplation; he ac- 

cordingly resolved to travel with her for a 

year; and to this end he took her from 

Wiltshire as soon as a few hasty preparations 

could be made for that purpose. 

Their only female attendant was a woman 

of rather advanced years; she had lived in the 

service of his late wife, and had ever since 

been retained as a member of his household ; 

he believed her sufficiently attached to bis
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family by the benefits which she had received 
from it, to bury in secrecy the cause of his 
daughter’s grief, if she were ever tempted to 

‘communicate to one of her own sex the 

source of her evident infelicity. 

The season of the year was that of summer, - 

and they immediately proceeded into Wales. 
Sir Jasper engaged a habitation 4 in one of the 

most romantic spots of the principality, and 

by constantly wandering with his daughter 

amidst the everchanging beauties of the 

‘ country, he entertained the hope of soothing 

‘her mind, and diverting it in the course “oF 

time from its favourite subje&t of reflection : 

When about three months had been passed 

_ by them in this manner of life, that discovery 

which had alone haunted the imagination of 

Sir Jasper since his dismissal of Arlington 

from England, was made to him—his daugh- 

ter was about to become a mother. 

The Baronet had foreseen the, probability 

of this event, and therefore his mind was not 

_ unprepared to encounter. Without permit- 

ting her a voice in any instance relative to 

the imprudent step of which she had been 
guilty, he considered it almost a condescen- 

sion in him to inform her of his plans for the
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them again:’’—“ He had,” he said, “ settled - 

two hundred a year upon the child for its 

life; and had given Mr. Winstanley a 

thousand pounds upon the condition of his 

returning at the expiration of another year 

tnto Wales, and taking back with him his 

_ wife and the,child, to his own abode, as the 

’ widow of a Welch clergyman, with whom 
he had accidentally become acquainted and 

married; and the child was to pass for the 

offspring of her first marriage.” 

Mrs, Arlington had requested that her 

‘child might be named Frederick after his 

father, but had never been able to gain 

information whether her wish had been 

complied with; she entreated to be told 
| where Mr. Winstanley’s residence was, but 

in this desire likewise she was not gratified ; 

Sir Jasper refusing to give her any know- 

ledge which might ever lead her to behold 

the offspring of her ill-advised ee 

again. . 

With regret she parted from her child; 

but it was a trivial inquietude compared 

with that which rent her breast when she 

reflected on her a from her hus- 

band.
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On leaying Wales the Baronet அழக் ச 

repaired with his daughter to a fashionable 

watering-place, as a prelude to her public 

introduction to the great world in London. 

A very short time after their arrival on this 

spot, intelligence reached Sir Jasper, which, 

although it communicated infinite satisfac . 

tion and relief to his feelings, he had still 

enough of the father in his heart to be for 

some time apprehensive of communicating 

to his daughter; and this intelligence was, 

the death of Arlington, who had fallen a 

viGtim to the climate, a very few weeks after. 

his landing in India. 

The objet of his resentment being re- 

moved from the power of causing any further 

interruption to his views for his daughter, 

Sir Jasper used every tenderness in com- 

+ municating to her the event of his death.— 

For a time she sunk into a desponding _ 

melancholy, which if not speedily overcome, 

appeared materially to threaten her: health. 

Sir Jasper trusting to the efficacy of novel 

scenes, flattery, admiration, and every soother : 

of the female mind, to win her thoughts 

from the dead, by fixing them upon the 

living, used every means in his power for
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_ desirous of calling her child, had that day 
trembled ; but upon the flattering wings 

_ of hope, joy arose to “the relief of her 
feelings, when Sir Jasper declared the 

| hon rable conduét which he had pursued ; — 

« My happiness, ” he said, “ is to be- 

ce happiness, on the sex; and I have 

this day enjoyed a banquet by promot- 

ing the felicity of so exquisite a female as 

Amica.” 

Lady Dellayal seized eagerly upon his 

words; could she prevail upon him to 

"pursue this system a little farther in the 

cause of her, who owed her salvation to 

his honor, she might, by an innocent and ho-- 

_norable stratagem, - ensure the eventual 

~ happiness of both Amica and her beloved 

son. : 

We have already been witnesses of 

her proceedings to this end; and we 

trust ‘that ‘there is no heart which will 

not rejoice in a mother’s triumph, when 

she is enabled to recall to her maternal 

‘embraces the son who has by cruel des- 

tiny been exiled from the blessings of a 

mother’s affeGtion, and to reward his past 

Vox, ILL M
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time past subsisted of your supposed affinity 

to Lady Buckhurst:—I will myself address to 

him a confirmation of my suspicions that in 

his protegé Maurice Stanton 1 beheld my 

son; and of the reconciliation I have pro- 

cured for him to his grandfather; but I shall 

entreat him not to disclose a hint of this event ° 

to Frederick; I must enjoy the luxury of 

making that disclosure to him myself—there- 

fore, dear girl, if you write to him, not a 

word upon the subjeét, as you judge me 

worthy of your love.” 

Amica promised compliance, and in her 

letter to Frederick Arlington, for as such we 

must now know him, mentioned Lady Del- 

laval only as the kindest of friends, who had . 

taken her under her protection since her 

being deprived of that of her supposed mo- 

‘ther. 
The feelings of them all now began to 

subside into greater tranquillity; and Sir 

Jasper and his daughter turned their thoughts 
_towards the discovery of the insulter of Ami- 

ca’s honor, by whose villainous epistle he 

had been summoned to meet her in the infa- 

_ mous house, where he had the day before s0 

unexpectedly appeared to her view.
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Sir Jasper having received Amica as the 
intended wife of his grandson, consequently 
considered her from that instant as a part of 

his family ; and regarded it as his indispen- 
sable duty to aét strenuously towards the de- 
teCtion and disgrace of whoever had endea- 

. youred to bring dishonor upon her; and de- 

clared to ber his intention of immediately 
pursuing means to that end. 

The gentle Amica, with tears starting into 

her eyes as she spoke, besought him to desist 

_ from his purpose; she trembled at thé idea of 
its being known to the world that even the 
arts of yillainy had inveigled her for an in- 
stant into a house of the nature from which 

he had been her proteétor, 
“ T admire the delicacy of your apprehen- 

sions,” said Sir Jasper, “ but trust me they 

are groundless;—as I was your only com- 

panion in that house, and as I permit you to 

marry my grandson, your innocence cannot 

but be manifest to every individual.’ 

Amica turned her eyes upon ee Dellaval, es 
and read in her countenance a confirmation 

of the argument which Sir Jasper had ad- 

vanced. 

M3
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The suspicions of Lady Dellaval fell upon 
Colonel Buckhurst: Amica had slighted his 
advances towards her heart ; and she believed 

him capable of resenting a disappointment 

which affeéted equally his pride and. his 

passions, with any degree of severity. 

_ Sir Jasper suspeéied Valmont, and the . 

argument upon which he grounded his sus- 

picion, was this; that a man of fashion and 

pleasure like him, must be too well acquaint- 

ed with the town to have innocently mis- 

taken —’s hotel, for that kept by Mrs, _ 

Aéton; and that the chaise which had - 

brought them from Richmond to London, 

must have been previously direéted by him to 
the former of the two houses, - 

* T have never consciously been the enemy 

of any one,” said Amica. “ Whoever it is 

that has attempted so cruelly to injure me, is 

doubly guilty in having planned the ruin of 
one, by whom no provocation had ever been 

given him.” 

In the most soothing accents, Sir Jasper 

endeavoured to compose her agitated spirits ; 
“indeed his condu& towards Amica was now 

‘such, that it appeared as if his disposition 

had undergone an entire change ;—the fact 
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was, that his cares and pleasures had hitherto 

~ been entirely confined to himself; he was 

now for the first time experiencing the bene- 
ficial effeéis of exerting himself in the cause 

of another person ; and enjoying the mental 

recompense of having performed an action 

. upon which it gave him pleasure to reflect. 

Lady Dellaval observed the change, and 

she could not restrain herself from exclaim- 

ing, “ Oh, my dear Sir, is not the gratifica- 

tion which you experience in protesting this 

lovely and amiable girl, superior to that 

- which you have been accustomed to reap 

from your attentions to her sex?” 
At the first moment he answered ‘her 

question only by a grave turn of his coun- 

tenance, but as his eyes wandered from her 

to Amica, and he perceived the sunshine of 

joy chasing from her lovely countenance the 

tears which had lately bedewed it, and consi- 

dered that he was the instrument of the happy 

change, he again direéted his regards to 

Lady Dellaval, and relaxing into a smile, he 

replied, ““ Why, I believe it may be so; not- 

withstanding the exercise I have used this 

morning, I never felt in better spirits in my 

M4



248 HUMAN BEINGS. 

life, and I have not even taken my nervous 

drops.” nes 

Amica had been left alone in the drawing 
room by Sir’ Jasper and Lady Dellaval for 
the purpose of writing her letter to Frederick ; 

and just as she had concluded it, she heard 

footsteps on the stairs, and voices, of which 
one appeared to be that of a servant who was 

endeavouring to prevent some visitor from 

ascending.—In the course of a few seconds 

the door of the room in which she was sitting’ 

was opened, and she beheld Sidney Valmont. 
“ Ah ma belle ange!” he exclaimed, “ is it ° 

possible that I behold you here, seated in the 

tranquillity of happiness and ease; —and 
doubtless under the proteéiion of Sir Jasper 
W ormeaten?” 

The latter part of his sentence was spoken 

a question; and Amica too much con- 

fused by his appearance to be immediately 
able to colleét her ideas to consider how it be- 
came her to reply, articulated merely a falt- 

tering “ Yes.” 
“I wish you joy with all my soul,” he 

cried, “ and I must have one kiss to re—.”’ 
Sir 1? exclaimed Amica, interrupting his 

apostrophe, and rising from her seat, for she.
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perceived him advancing towards her with 
open arms, and a smile of libertinism on his 

countenance, ‘ what is it you mean!” 

si Mean, ma chere,” he ejaculated, “ why 

that I see you in one of the most enviable 

situations about town, and that if you don’t 

grant me a kiss to thank me for having been 

the instrument of your obtaining it; and 

coax Sir Jasper into giving me his living 

into the bargain; you are the most ungrate- 

ful little puss ——.” 

Amica flew towards a door of the room 

which was open, but as he pronounced these 

words, he succeeded in catching her in his 

arms, and at the moment he was endeayour- — 

ing to take the boon which he had requested, 
-a shriek burst from her lips, and Lady Del- 

laval entered the apartment. x 

Immediately upon her entrance, Valmont 
let fall Amica’s hand from his; and bo ; al 

to Lady Dellaval, whilst he wrinkled his 

features with. a grin of self-sufficiency, he 

said, “ Good Gad! is your Lady ship return- 

_ed to town?” 

Sidney Valmont, like most of Eady Del- 
layal’s acquaintance, had been accustomed to 

hear from her lips, only the பதக tones et - 

MD | 
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fashion, and comments upon ‘common-place 
subjeéts which it required neither sense to 
conceive, nor eloquence to discuss ;—he had 

‘seen Only the assumed charaéter underneath 

which she attempted to forget the real suffer- 

ings of her soul; and entirely unacquainted 

that she possessed any other, the stern air of 

gtavity which overspread her features caused 

him some slight degree of surprise, which 

was swelled into utter astonishment when he 
heard her address him with, “ Pray, Mr. 

Valmont, in what manner can you apologize 

for the liberty of which I have just now seen 

you attempting to be guilty?” 

With a countenance and tone of voice 
which did not either of them imply perfeé 
composure of mind, Valmont replied, “ That 

-he had been soliciting the young lady to 

-exert her influence with Sir Jasper, for him 
t0 be appointed to the living shortly expeéted 

‘to be vacant in that gentleman’s gift; and 
‘that he hoped me Ladyship would also es- 

pouse his cause.’ 

‘The eye of Lady Dellaval ண்ணா fixed 

“upon him whilst:he spoke, and when he be- 

came silent, she said, <I thought as I was 

ட towards Kis apartment, that 1
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heard. you speaking of some service for அல்கி 

she stood indebted to you.” 

. Valmont’s confusion increased; he attempt- 

ed to smile, but the effort was difficult to 

accomplish, for there appeared to him so 

great a mystery in the countenance of Lady 
‘Dellaval, that he dreaded lest its elucidation 

' might be of a nature பணமாக to him- 

self. 

We think it cannot haye been a doubt. 

to our readers, that by Sidney Valmont 

was penned the letter which invited Sir 

_ Jasper Wormeaten to meet Amica im the 

house of infamy to which he had deceived 

her, instead of conduéting her to the pro- 

te&tion of her friend Mrs. Aéton; believing, - 

that if ‘by the joint effeGt of her reflections | 

on the orphan state to which she was ‘$0 un- 

expectedly reduced, and the pressure of pre- 

sent calamity and poverty, she were hurried 

into compliance with the Baronet’s wishes, 

and raised to a high place in his favour, 

that his pretensions to the living would not be 

‘disputed when he was known to Sir Jasper 

‘to have been the instrument of his feli- 

city—U pon this morning accordingly, which 

was the one succeeding the day on which he 

MO



252 HUMAN BEINGS. 

had perpetrated his diabolical plot, he called 

in Portman Square to visit the Baronet, not 

doubting but that in the course of his visit, 

he should learn what had been the issue of 

his villainous scheme:—On arriving in Port- 

man Square, big with hope, he insisted on 

seeing the Baronet, although some objections 

were made by the servants to admitting him ; 

Sir Jasper haying direéted that they should 

‘say he was engaged, if any one asked in the 

course of the morning to see him:—accor- 

dingly on entering the drawing room, and 

finding Amica there, with the utmost com- — 

posure, and complacency of mind beaming 

‘in her eye, it can scarcely want to be explain- 

ed that he regarded these circumstances as a 

confirmation of the Baronet and_ herself 

being become the best possible friends; and 

conceived that he might now without reserve 

confess how far he had been conducive to 

their becoming so:—His address therefore to 

Amica was but natural in the situation in 

which he did not doubt her to be placed; 

and his subsequent vaunt of the debt which 

she owed him, and which was overheard by 

Lady Dellaval as she approached the apart- 

ment, furnishes one more instance of how
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-eonstantly the finger of ‘Providence so direéts, 
what appear the accidents of life, that men 

who possess minds sufficiently base to plan for 

their own private advantage the fall of the in- 

nocent, become the instruments of their own 

destruction. 

Although nota பமக பர்வின் ௦8 ee 

ter, Lady Dellaval was sufficiently well ac- 

quainted with the nature of human’ beings 

to be able to read the workings of the miid 

in the face ;—upon that of Valmont there 

was enough of guilt to have fully conviéted 

him to her, bad she not possessed theadditional 

evidence of the declaration which she had 

héard him make, as she had advanced towards 

the drawing room; accordingly taking the 
hand of Amica, and leading her to the door 

which aétion she accompanied by an instruc- 

tion of her eye, to retire, she thus addressed 

him: “* You have seen me, Mr. Valmont; dissi- 

“pated, and it hence appears that you consider 

me devoid of every sentiment of delicacy and 
honor:—I have undoubtedly been a votary of 

fashion as well as yourself; but if your ideas 

of fashion exclude every regard to principle, I 
am happy to say that there are undoubtedly 

two classes of fashion’s worshippers, and that
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Lhold my place in one distinét from your- 

self’ — ; 

_ © You astonish me, my dear Madam, utter- 

ly astonish me,” replied Valmont, interrupting 

her address. 

« The impression is mutual,” rejoined 

Lady Dellayal: “ Iam as much astonish- 

ed at the excessive depravity of which 

it is now evident to me that you have 

been guilty, as you.can be in finding that 

beneath the surface of flippancy and 

fashion which you have beheld in me, I 

still possess a mind of rationality and நாம்ப 

ciple.” 

| The door opened again, and Sir Jasper 

entered the apartment ;—the shriek: which 

Amica had uttered, had reached him in his 

chamber, which was above the drawing room, 

and recognizing her voice, he had no sooner 

heard it, than he drew on his morning gown, 

for he was at the moment in the act of dress- 

ing, and descended to inquire into the cause 

with all the precipitancy he was able to use— 

_ Upon the stairs he met Amica, who had just 

left the drawing room atthe instance of Lady 

Dellaval; he perceived her to be pale and» 

trembling; he inquired the reason of
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her agitation, and Amica rather surpriz- 
ed into an explicit reply, than intend- 

ing to give one, repeated to him the 

expressions which Valmont had used. 
: Said he so,” exclaimed the Baronet. “ It 

is plain then who has been your insulter; and 
he shall quickly learn what is the happiness 
which I conceive that women ought to 

enjoy; and what the contempt which 

those deserve who would deprive them of 

ர? 
- Uncertain whether to claim the Baro- | 

net as friend or foe, Valmont renew- 
ed his bows and forced smiles at his en- 

trance. 

« T think, Sir,” said Sir Jasper, “ the last 

time I saw you, you petitioned me to place 

you inaliving which is daily expeéted to be 

-in my gift.” 
Still undecided what to expeé&t, Valmont 

bowed again, almost to the ground, and re- 

turned a reply in the affirmative. 

« And pray, Sir,” returned Sir Jasper, “ give 

_me leave to ask what part of my conduét had 

authorized you to suppose, that an aét of the 

meanest depravity, like the one of which 

I know you to have been guilty, would ren-
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der you in my estimation, worthy of possess- 

ing it?” 

Upon this question Valmont decidedly per- 

ceived that he had been mistaken in his ideas of 

the Baronet’s charaéter; and assuming the 

tone of an injured man, he exclaimed, “ what 

_ at of depravity is it, Sir, that you dare lay to 

my charge? I demand an explanation of your 

words.” 5. 

« You shall have it,” replied Sir Jas- 
per, “ although I am _ perfectly aware 

that it is a needless recapitulation, in 

as brief a manner as possible.” He then 
gave it, and added, “ the request con- 

tained in your dark epistle was complied 

| with ;——I have taken the friendless Ami- 

ca under my wing; and that. she may 

-not hereafter ever again ‘be in want of a na- 

tural protector, I shall give her my grandson 
for a husband.” ட்ட 

« Your concerns, Sir, ean be nothing to 

me,” replied Valmont petulantly, “ but I re- 
-commend you, as a gentleman, to retraét 

what you have said of me before I leave 
this house, or I shali be compelled to call 

upoa you to prove your words.”
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“When you ve Sir,” returned Sir 

Jasper. 

«© Remember, Sir, that a single assertion 

is of little effeét in law; and you will find it 

difficult to produce any witnesses, I amcertain, 

of what you are so bold as to advance,” cried 

- Valmont. 
«I have one,” returned Sir ட. அப் 

my Amica, whose voice yesterday produced 

such an effe&é on me, that I think I could 

irust to it for moving ne court in the king- 

dom to her cause.’ 
Biting his lips with rage, and snatching 

his hat from the table as he spoke, Valmont 
said, “* You shall hear from me, Sir, you may 

depend upon it, ow le diable m’emporte.” 

« That is a contingency which I think by 

no means unlikely to haven, 7 said Sir ene 

calmnly. 

Valmont had Aiea reached the door of 
the apartment, but turning hastily round, he 

exclaimed, “ What’s that you say, Sir?” 

Tsay, Sir,” returned the Baronet, “ that 

I think it by no means an improbable thing 

that a man who professes to be a minister of 

religion, and endeavors to procure himself a 

சு 
©
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benefice by the jointly dishonorable aéts of _ 

anonymous letter writing, and aitempting to 

betray an innocent and virtuous girl into the 

hands of a libertine, may receive an honorary 

summons from that power which is an enemy 

to the church.” 

Muttering an oath between his teeth, Val- . 

mont darted out of the room, and hurrying, 

down stairs left the house. 

« Well,” cried the Baronet, when the man 

of reverence had taken his departure, “ What 

say you, Lady Dellaval; have not I played | 

my part to admiration? haye not I done in-- 

finitely better in treating him with contempt, 

‘than if-I had shown him that I considered 

him of sufficient importance to merit a 

severer punishment for his offence?” 

Lady Dellaval was too much gratified by 

beholding her father standing forth the steady 
champion of Amica, to breathe a syllable 

which might render him dissatisfied with any 

step which he had taken in her cause ; but in 

her own heart she trembled lest Sir Jasper — 

might have spoken his sentiments too freely 

upon the presumptive proofs of Valmont’s 

guilt, of which he was alone possessed ; and,
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, she experienced a considerable degree of 

anxiety, lest any unpleasant consequences 

should arise from it. 

Valmont had not been gone many minutes 

before dinner was announced; whilst the 

servants were present, the comments of the 

assembled party upon the transaétions of the 

morning were restrained, and scarcely were 

they left at liberty by the removal of the 

cloth, ere Amica was informed that there was 

a person below, who called herself Acton, 

and who requested to be permitted to speak — 

to her immediately upon particular business. 

«© Whatever is of importance to you, my — 

dear Amica, is now so to us,” said Lady 

Dellaval;” I dare say, therefore, that my father — 

will have no objeétion to your receiving her 

here.” 

Sir Jasper desired that she might be im- 
mediately ushered in—In“the course of a 

few minutes she entered the dining room ; 

her step was hurried, and a considerable de- 

gree of agitation was visible on her counte- 

nance, but it appeared the emotion of plea- 

sure, rather than pain.—Dropping a hasty 

courtesy at her entrance, without fixing her 

eyes on any one but Amica, she advance ed
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towards her exelaiming, “ Oh, my dear ப 

Miss Amica! I have found out who it was 

that took you to» that wicked house—yes, 
thank Heaven, | am come at the truth of who 

it is and here I am on 1 purpose to tell 

you.” 
All present expressed their surprise how - 

Mrs, Acton could have been enabled to make 

such a discovery; and Lady Dellaval said, 

“Ts he a clergyman, Mrs. Aéton??’ 

"Yes, my Lady,” replied the’ good 
woman, “he is indeed, but such clergymen, , 
as I say, my Very blood boils to think of © 
them ;—but may I tell my story ?” 
She was desired to begin it direétly, with 

which request she complied in the following 

words: * I dare say, Ma’am,” addressing - 

Amica, “ you very well remember my second. 

son George: he is now one of the post boys 

at the Castle at Richmond: It so happened 
~ that he this morning drove a couple of ladies 

to my brother’s house; and when he had put 

up his horses he came into the bar, and he 

said to me, “ Well, mother, I had a charming 

job yesterday; I got a present of two guineas - 

of Mr. Valmont, our Richmond parson.”— 

«© Valmont!” I echoed, “ Yes,” he replied,
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_ “the parson had been up to some sly trick or 
another,” as he expressed it, “ for he gave 
me the two guineas to set him anda young 
woman down at a house”—(you can’t want 
to be told where, Ma’am )—“ upon condition 
that if she should ask me whether the house 

' was Langford’s hotel, I should say, yes,” 
“This is proof positive,” said Sir Jasper 

in a half whisper to Lady Dellayal. 
Mrs. AGion overheard him, and replying 

to his words said, “ Proof, indeed, Sir”—I 
_ knew the minute George told me of it, who 

the lady must have been, and I called out, 
“ Why boy,” says I, “ you'll tremble when 

» you hear who it was you carried there ;—she is 
safe now, thank God! but I hope the peril she 

_ has been in will be a lesson to you, how you 
ever become a cat’s paw again to gentlemen 
in their wicked doings! That young woman, 
as you call her, was no other than that dear 
young lady, that your father’s best friend Mr. 
Leuwitzer brought up as his own daughter, 
and entrusted to me for the first dozen years 
of her life! —Oh, if you had seen how 
George looked.—“ Was it?” he cried, “ was 
it? but is she indeed safe?”—I assured him
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CHAPTER XV. 

« Joy’s extatic Trial.” 

Ar length the time arrived at which 
Amica received intelligence from Mr. Leu- 

- witzer that he should embark inthe next 

packet from Cuxhayen ; and on the receipt 

of this letter, Lady Dellaval, whose eagerness 
to declare herself to her son was uncontrolable 

resolyed that Amica and. herself should meet. 

the travellers at Harwich:—Sir Jasper de- 

bated on the possibility of his attending them, 

‘but the gout had again usurped dominion. 

aver his feet; and it was unanimously decided 

that he could not undertake the journey: 

without material inconvenience and pain to 

. himself. 
Sir "Jasper was one of those men who go 

through with whatever they usderiake ; if 

Vou. il. N
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therefore really was’ th his inélination, “had it 
‘been in his ability tochave been'one' of tidse 
‘who welcomed Mr. Leuwitzer and’ young 
Arlington on shore; and “as he'eould nét vo 
in person to enjoy their thanks and admiration 
of his disinterested conduét, he was’ obliged 
to console himself with imagining how much . 
opportunity for expatiating on his excellence, 
his absence would afford them—Indeed tle 
Baronet was now almost come to the eon 

‘yiGlion of there being a very considerable 
degree of happiness to be enjoyed by living 

in the bosom of a family from whom he’ if. ; 
ceived those anxious attentions by which 

‘Lady Dellaval and Amica displayed to him 
their gratitude for his late conduét, in that’ in- 

stance where the felicity of them both had so 
“materially depended upon his decision; and 
he now believed that he only wanted to prove . 
Amica of respeétable birth, to be without a 

Wish ; for itis not every mind which can per- 
- suade itself to regard an indiyidual, metely for 

the simple werth of that individual’s heart, 

without admitting into the scale the ad-— 

ம் டப் அட்டம் ‘of ப். “and for- 

3 ‘tunes
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», On reaching Harwich, Lady .Dellayal 
and her fair protegéc learnt that the passengers 
from the, Cuxhayen, packetyhad. been, landed 
nearly an hour, and, Amica, instantly hastened 
on. the, wings of affection to the apartment 
which contained her beloyed friend, Adelaide 

and her revered proteétor Mr, Leuwitzer— 

‘Their joy at meeting was as great as it 

was. reciprocal, “ Oh my dear girl!” ex- 

claimed Mrs. Weimar, folding Amica,to her 

breast, “ how grateful is it at this moment 
to my feelings, to be welcomed to my beloved 

‘England, by an affectionate friend like your- 
wolf!” 

Mr. Leuwitzer claimed the next cae 

and as he received her to his arms, he said, 

_ You are now, my dear child, once more en} 

- tirely mine; I believe I was never reckoned a 

very selfish man, but certainly either on your 

.account, or my own, I cannot help. feeling 

_very well satisfied that all connexion between 

yourself, and that strange family, is atan end.” 

He next turned to. Lady Dellaval, whose eyes 

were fixed.in sparkling joy upon her beloved, 
her long lostson, and drawing her aside, he said, 
“What do I not owe to you and Sir Jasper, fon 

N2
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the kindness you, have during my absence 

shewn to my dear Amica?” | ் 

«Tam still: your debtor,” “replied Lady 

Dellaval. “ What do I not owe to your hu- 

manity காம். benevolence for having. been 

the guardian, the father of my son’s friend- 

less state >You haye not imparted to him,” 

she added, «that Lam his mother?” 

_ «T have complied with your request of 

secrecy,” he answered: “ He merely knows 

that he has a mother in existence, and that a 

short time will disclose her to him.” 

“He has been too long deserted by | her 2 

already,” replied Lady Dellayal; ‘and every 

- minute that | now keep him in ignorance of 

. his birth, I am adding to the injustice of my 

» past conduét;—but I cannot disclose myself 

to him before these strangers,” casting her 

eyes as she spoke upon Mrs, Weimar and — 

Lord Abberville. “ f will retire into another 

_Toom ; Bere the goodness to direct him to 

follow me.’ 

ம் Frederick Arlington caren jis instrne- 

tions from Mr. Leuwitzer, and found Lady 

் Dellava) in a private apartment ¢ of ‘the inD, 

anxiously awaiting his coming ம். her in- 

‘vitation. he placed bumself on a chair next 

\ 4 
= -
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to nee s, and she then said, = you have been 

already informed that you “have a mother in 

existence oe 

Frederick replied i in the affirmative. 
ok I am deputed by your mother,” Lady 
Dellaval continued, “ to give you a short 

sketch of those circumstances of her life, 

which compelled her to desert the child of 

her affeGtions.”—She paused ani finstant, and 

having then detailed to him a brief history 
‘of herself, she said, ‘ what are now your 

sentiments with regard to your mother? do 
you pity Her for the perversity of her fate? 

or does her neglect of yourself cause you 

‘to view her idea with the eye of coldness?” 

© Oh no, no, no,” replied Frederick, “I 

‘yenerate her for the love which she bore 

my father—I adore her for the affeétion 

‘which she expresses for myself. You say she 

has it in her power to bestow affluence on 

me; that I value not; it is the treasure ofa 

mother’s affeétion that I covet: Oh could F 

now behold her! in the joy of a mother’s. 

embrace, every other consideration would | 

be forgotten; I would say, ‘ Oh my mother, 

த me the only inheritance I ask! give 

me your affection, take me to your heart!” 

் N32
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~—the vanities of fashion are followed at the | 
price of many a heart ache; and at the mo- 
ment of reflection, the pangs which a life of | 

pleasure communicates to the heart, only 
adds gall to that bitterness which it is vainly 

intended to sweeten.—But this is an hour 

upon which gloomy ideas have no business 

to intrude; my future conduct shall afford 

you the example of my changed opinions; 

but we are not going to become the inhabi- 

tants of a cottage neither, Frederick; al- 

though you asked only my affection, I must 

inforce upon your moderation the inheri- 

tance of my father, Sir Jasper;—and that | 

your wife may not be dowerless, I make 

her the heir of what I am myself possessed 

pees 

eee My wife2” exclaimed Frederick. ff Are 

you then acquainted with my attachment 

to my Amica, or have you destined my hand 

to any other?” 

© Did I not tell you in my Lo er she 

rejoined, « that I had resolved by every 

_ means im my power to promote the happi- 

ness of my son? and do I not know by sad 

‘experience, how ‘defective is any “kind of 

happiness which does not include the union 

nA 
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hands. 

arrival in London should be passed by them 

all at her house;—to Mr. Leuwitzer and — 

his sister, she felt herself as it were already 
. related, by the ereat a@ of kindnéss which they » 
had conferred on her son and his beloved 
Amica:—Lord Abberville was the only no-" 
minal stranger; and his being the friend of 
Mr. Lenwitzer would alone have been a 
sufficient passport for him to the civilities of 

her Ladyship, had she not been too well | 

acquainted with his name, his rank, and the 

story of his misfortunes, not to have felt a 

-smarted.—-Lord Abberville found inthe Ba- = 

considerable degree of respeét for him on “ர 

own account. 7௪ i 

‘The reception which our youns friends 
met with from Sir Jasper, was of the most 

flattering and gratifying nature :—In his pre! . 

senticondescending ‘condut, Amica entirely: 

forgot the charaéter in which he had. once 
attempted to approach her heart; and Fre- 
derick endeayoured to:banish from his mind * 

that severity under which ‘his father had * 

ronet an acquaintance of former days; aad 

Soe 

‘Lady Dellaval insisted that the day of their. 

|
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telit ‘man. On: his reaching: the house 
where Winstanley lodged;:/he was again in- 

formed of the eagemness/of the dying man, to 
behold him; as likewise ofthe very short time | 

it appeared likely that-he had to remain upop 
earths: on entering his ;chamber| he, found 

hiissupported on: his'bed \by (pillows; and 
Janguid as ail his: faculties were rendered) by 

the approach of death, it was instantly, eyi- 

dent that he retained a recollection of Fre- 

derick’s person, for on beholding him he 

attempted to hide his face, at the same time 

exclaiming, “ Oh தரத்! oh God! -this is 

‘too much,” si) roth las 

o © What do you fear?” ae Tuten ie 

-approaching towards the bed. 881 ரந] 

» * That you never can fore me,” he re- 

_plied; “no it is impossible you should ;— 

sand I must therefore die, nondenmed to the 

) pangs of eternal torture.” eat 

oo Nay, nay, you know me not,” replied 

_ «Arlington, «The wrongs I have suffered at 

“your hands are great; but they have not har- 

dened me into a ecco of the Chratan 

duties?’ 00% இ 

புய டா 1 ர ர்கள் ணக from,.my 

; ட டது -of you,” shrieked forth Winsian- 

௦
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ley, “equal to the torments I have endured 
‘from refic&tion on, my conduét—may, you 
aeyer know what it is to die of a heart broken 

by the consciousness of crime!” ‘The dew of 
Weath poured down his cheeks as he spoke, 
the film of darkness was gathering upon his 
‘eyes, his lips trembled with cold shiverings, 
and Arlington believing the penitent to be 
near ‘his end, said, “ May you find Heayen 
as merciful to yout sins, and as ready to 
accept your repentance ‘as .my heart is— 

| Winstanley, I do most truly forgive you.” 
A convulsive sigh of thankfulness burst 

_ from his lips, but-he appeared unable, from 

the violence of his feelings to articulate his 

thanks ; he raised his hands towards Heaven 

as he fixed his eyes.on Frederick; and his 
features bespoke him to be offering up a 
prayer of gratitude for his humanity.— After 

this effort, he sunk exhausted upon his bed, 
and Frederick judging that his existence was 

“now so near its close, that his presence copld 
not afford him any farther comfort, repeated 

‘to him his forgiveness and departed, 
In the course of the night Winstanley 

breathed his last; but ere the fading embers 
of existence were entirely extinguished, he
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On the following morning during , the 

breakfast hour at Lady Pellavai’s, her Lady- 

ship, aud her guests were not a little sur- 

prised by the entrance of one of her servants 

‘with! the following message: ‘“ Sir Benjamin 

and Lady: Buckhurst’s compliments, and re- 

quest to know how Mr. Leuwitzer and Mr. Ar- — 
Iington do after their voyage; they also hope 

that Lady Dellaval and Miss Amica are per- 

-feéily well ; and will do themselyes the plea- 

‘sure of calling to congratulate ber Ladyship 

on the late happy event in her family, as soon 

-as they find it is agreeable to her'to receive 
company.” 
sac? What டவ் 1?” exclaimed. ட்ப 

addressing Amica. “ This from beings, who 

_tormed:you. into the. street, although ull 

wathinjans hour )of | their inhumanity they
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had believed you to be the daughter of one 
of them!” 

“And Sir Benjamin to include his name 
in an enquiry of. friend$bip, after Mr. Leu- 

witzer, when he threatened to call him to an 

accouut for bis charity to the unfortunate 

Le. Blancs !” cried Amica: 

“T think this message almost an inal = 

said Mr. Leuwitzer; they must suppose us 

deprived of common: sense to receive it ௫ 

compliment.” ; 

“© Permit me’ to answer it,” oe lil Lady 

Dellaval, “ and they shall find we are not 

their motives are evident to me, and I will 

explain them to you when I have done ;— 

for fear of a mistake I will write my message 

‘ona card.”—Her Ladyship moved to her 

writing table, and in a few minutes dispatch- 

ed, with the approbation of all present, the fol- 

lowing reply: “ Lady Dellaval, &c. are happy 

‘to say that they are as well as it is possible 

_ for Sir Benjamin and Lady Buckhurst ‘to 
wish them, and will not fail to let them know 

when it is agreeable for them to ‘receive ee 
“intended Visiti2t) 2 ் 122919 

1: ஈடு ௫௦ not னிடம் னு ப ழண்கக். 

‘ship, when the'servant had quitted:the room,
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x that in the meanness of which. மக்கர் are at: 

this moment guilty, in endeavouring to con- - 

ciliate matters with us, they are grasping at 

the last straw which presents itself to them to 

catch at, in their aétual state of sinking com- > 

sequence.—They are no doubt in a most un- 

comfortable strait; her Ladyship must be 

conscious that no persons of respeétability 

will associate with the acknowledged mother 

of Mrs, Flap; the least objeStionable part of | 

whose history 1s her late ayocation as a 

milliner: Sir Benjamin cannot doubt that his 

want of feeling iowards a young woman who | 

will shortly appear to the world as the grand-. 

daughter of Sir Jasper, cannot but fix am 

indelible stain on him :—for the first of these 

misfortunes they have no remedy; in case of 

the second they have the single one of trying 

the efficacy of licking the dust before the 

feet of Amica’s immediate connexions; a re- 

conciliation with whom can alone restore 
them to any degree of endurance in society 5 

and as we do not humour the plan, they 
must, content or not, retire to their native - 

insignificance; and instead of employmg — 
their thoughts in future upon high life and — 
parliamentary honors, to which their minds. ~
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are utterly inadequate, employ their days in 

acquiring a little stock of that common sense, © 
of which if they had set out in life possessed, 
they would have found it a talisman against | 

the’ mortifications Rey are now suffering 

. under.” 

Some of our readers are perhaps பஸ்ஸின் 

of being informed what occurrences have 

taken’ place in the house of Sir Benjamin 

Buckhurst since the expulsion. of | Amiéa 

from it; and we think it highly becoming: 

- that a brief account to this effe&t should be 

given them, but they must aecept a brief — 

one, as we are uncertain how a diffuse de- 

scription of the affairs and transaétions: of | 

this family would please all our readers, now 

they have concluded that part for which. they 

were introduced into our narrative, and are — 

no longer of importance to its progress.— 

Suffice it therefore to say, that Mrs. O‘Rouke, 

by means of that efficacious instrument, the 

law, satisfaGtorily proved and enforced the birth 

and rights of Mrs. Block; in consequence of 

which Sir Benjamin was compelled to put her 

into the possession of the solid sam of twenty — 

ப thousand pounds; with one part of which © 

her debis were paid to liberate Block from —
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_ prison, and with the remainder he, வன் 
resolved to cut his employers, who had re, 

fused his drafts, and set upan trade fer ti 

self; for which, purpose) he, returned . to, 
' Worthing with his. wife; taking, with them) 
Mrs. O.Rouke, out of friendship, to her for. - 

the seryice she had ultimately rendered him, ° 

after all the rogueries which. she had. prac-, 

tised upon him at the DOERHINES of their ac-, 
quaintance. , dt 

Thus Block nai thea ie saniitege ileal: 

well with Sir Benjamin, and his deleétable. . 

_ Tib’s mother; but there still remained a little” 

account to settle between him and the Colo- 

nel.—The Colonel urged that as it was now 
all in the family, Block could not but hush 

up the error of which he had been guilty; 

but Block insisted that there was no hushing 

up without Aush-money; and the Colonel, 

like many more human beings, knowing the 

value of the appearance of charaSier, though 

he cared not a rush for the reality, was 

compelled for self security to pay the debt, 
and to throw.Jarvis in a cool thousand, as.2 

sugared, cake to tame the lion which he could 

not overcome; ultimately | constrained, by, the 

effect of ile chances to buy the forbearance
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of! the! nian Whom he’ உப destined: to by his : 
dupe ‘aiid his’ prey. quay ed Su 
“When the rhatfist ‘table stats Della- 
yal’s broke up, Mr “Leuwitzer Having seen 
his’sister and‘her children depart for Rich- 
miohd, sct out with Lord Abberville for the 

~charnbers of Mr. Elwes, in’ Chancery-lane, 

to whom Ryecroft’s advertisment had diredted 
application to be made, 9° © 0 8) 

They found Mr. Elwes at nearest and’ 

having introduced themselves to’ him, they 
inquired of him whether he was able to give 

them any explanation of the advertisement’ 

which had occasioned their visit to him— 

He replied, “That he knew but little of the’ 

parties at whose request he had inserted it, 

and that what he knew he would immediately 

inform them of.” He said, “ that one even- 

ing about a month ago, a person called at his 

house, who told him he was one of the jailers 

from the —— prison, and that he was sent 

to ‘hin’ by a couple of the prisoners, who 

wished to engage his services in their favor ; 

and who had sent him three guineas in ad- 

vatice towards’ his charges, and ட்டன to 

_ sé¢ him. ற... és pe 
ஆ 
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- © T could not do otherwise,” continued 

Mr. Elwes, ** than obey the summons 1 

accordingly accompanied the messenger, and 
on reaching the 

  

— prison, I found my 

clients to be an elderly man and a young 
one; they bore the appearance of decayed - 

gentlemen; they had, they said, béen re- ‘ 

duced by various misfortunes to Basha 

names which were not their own, the elder 

that of Effingham, and the younger, that of 

Fairfax; by which names they had been 

committed to prison; Fairfax on the sus-_ 
picion of haying robbed a lady of a diamond ° 

sprigs ‘Effingham on the accusation of hay- 

ing offered it for sale—they confessed that 
they had little to advance concerning this 

aflair, in their own defence; but added, 

«that the business upon oh they wished 

. to consult me, was the possibility of dis- 
covering a gentleman named Lord Abber- 
ville, who had for many years devoted him- 
self to the most obscure retirement, and 
whom, if they could discover, they did not 
doubt that it would be in their power to win 
over to their cause; and that they believed 

him possessed of the means_ ட. ப கடு
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their pardon.”—They then informed me that ‘ 

their real names: were Ryecroft; and’ gave 

me for insertion.in the public prints, that — 

advertisement which has already met your | 
eye—more explicit they have net been with. 

i me 3 and they are at this moment in the ut- 

, most anxiety lest you should uot appear, as 

three eye only are now wanting to their | 

மாவ. ng 

் Pray, Sir,” asked Mr. Leuwitzer, “ ae you 

know the name of the lady to whom the 

diamond sprig belonged, for the unjust pos- 
ர session of which these men stand committed?” _ 

« The lady,” replied Mr. Elwes, “ is the : 

daughter-i -in-law of Sir Benjamin Buck- 

டல்? 1) 

த் thought se,” returned Mr. Leuwitzer; 

« I thought it must be my Amica,” he 

added, addressing Lord Abberville, “ could 

not immediately resolve that the names of 

the offenders: which she mentioned to me in’ 

aletter which I received from her whilst in” 

Hamburgh, giving me an account of her 

entertaining some hope of recovering her 
property, were Effingham and Vairfax; but 

I thought they must be the same the moment. 

| this gentleman repeated them.”
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ட்டம் you: know the; eel Sins asked Mr, 
Elwes, . ல jnnleniiy ஒட கரத ப்விரு 

caves Most STE pei. “Sir,” returned 

Mr. Leuwitzer,; “and: since: the. arrest).6f 

these, men, «circumstances: have occurred 

which, will prevent Sir Benjamin from tak- . 

ang, any further interest in this affair; and , 

-which will. entirely. place their fate in» my 

shands,” Loy 

1. This is a strange, most complicatéd 
affair!” said Lord Abberville; ‘ let us pro- 

ceed to the prison without delay, and ஓம 
_an explanation of the torturing mystery.” 

A quarter of an hour’s walk brought them 

to it. Being arrived there, Mr. Elwes re- 

quested his Lordship’s permission to go and 

announce him to his clients ; in-a few mi- 

oe nutes he returned, saying, that Ryecroft had 
"appeared violently agitated on learning that 

he was about to behold his Lordship; but 
that he had in a great measure composed 
his feelings, "and was now mee ‘to: see 

‘him. 
Bor the: Bist minute னை ப Abnersllt 3 

ச்ச க into the cell, to which, Mr. Elwes 

had led the way, a general silence prevailed; 
whilst onthe .countenances . of: each were 

2 
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_ Gepibtedemotions ‘of mind ‘natural to the | 

peculiarity of the circumstances under which 

‘they met :— During? this short ‘interval, Mr. 
‘Leuwitzer ‘turned his eyes upon the culprits, 

‘and was surprised to find that the counte- 

_-Hances of both were ‘familiar to his recollec- 
_ tion ; ‘he looked a second’time, and ‘memory 

feoming:)to ‘his. aid; “he recognised in’ the 

younger, the person who under the name of 

bReuben* Davids, had aitempted to swindle 

-him -out of the five hundred pound’ bank 

emote }iand in the elder, the Mr. Robertson, 

௭10 had succeeded in fraudulently: nan 

vitat his hands. v 

Ryecroft was too much occupied with his 

own thoughts, and Lord Abberville, to de- 

dicate any portion of his ideas to Mr. Leu- 
-witzer.—Lord Abberville spoke first, demand- 

‘ing an ‘explanation of the advertisement 

‘which had brought him to the prison. : 
vat My Lord,” replied Ryecroft, “I have | 

throughout my life been your most deter- 
mined enemy, and as such I know that I 

> have little kindneéss to expect at your hands ; 
“but I am also acquainted with the excellence 

- ef your disposition; too noble to harbour 

o¥evenge; and upon this knowledge ‘TI ‘trust
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_that you will not refuse a mutual யத் 

of service, which fate at this moment places 

it in our power to perform for each other.” 

_ Ryecroft paused—Lord | Abberville said, 

«© You undoubtedly awaken my curiosity, 
proceed i im your explanation.” 

«This young man,” continued ரப்பு 

“ig my son Edward,. whom you have not 

seen since he was a boy;, unfortunate has 

it been for him, that chance made him the 

son of a father like myself; he stands accused 

of theft—my confession to you shall be open, 

for I repeat that L am too weil acquainted _ 

with the generosity of your nature to fear 

that you should injure either him or me, if 

you will not. serve us—for many years past 

we have both been reduced to circumstances 

of the greatest necessity, our means of life 

always precarious, sometimes dishenourable. 

—About two months ago he contrived to 

introduce himself as a livery servant at the 

masquerade of a Lady Dellaval, where he 

possessed himself with a diamond sprig, 

which was that evening worn by a lady 

whom he conduéted to her carriage—Some 
ee after I offered it for sale; it was recog- . 

cre both hrown into 
  

 



HUMAN BEINGS, 989. 

prison—Save us; my Lord, from the punish- - 
ment which is impending over our crime; for 

it is in your power to do it; and I will 
in return disclose to you a secret of thé 
utmost importance to your happiness.” 

| Lord Abberville would have spoken, but 

. Ryecroft prevented him by proceeding thus— 
* You cannot, my Lord, have forgotten my 

attachment to Georgina Howard?”—At the 

sound of this name, Lord Abberville turned 

deadly pale, and sunk down upon a bench near 

_ which he was standing. .“ Do not consider it | 

~ wanton cruelty,” continued Ryecroft, “ that 

T recall to your memory one whose recollec- 
tion excites painful sensations in your breast ; 

it is a necessary part of my explanation,— 

from the period at which you interrupted my 
progresstowards her heart, my rage was inflam- 

_ed against you; when you became her hus- 
band, that rage grew into the most determined 
hatred ; the sting of disappointment a&ting up- 

on a naturally dissipatedtemper, led me into 
the pursuit of every idle extravagance, and in 

-ayery short time reduced me to the necessity 

of flying from my creditors, and concealing 
myself in London under various disguises — 

One evening about this time, as I was passing 

Vol. ILL. ௦ ்
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through St. James’s street, F-observed a house 

on fire, and immediately ran towards it, i 

the hope of the tumult producing me some 

advantage ; for my necessitieshad, L own, alrea- 

dy banished from my mind those scruples 

which all men at some period of theirlives , 

entertain about enriching themselves at the . 

expence of others: I found no impediment 

to my entering the house, and accordingly 

ran up stairs; the back rooms were already 

in a blaze; in the front chamber upon the 

second floor I heard the cries of an infant; 

urged by the idea of the reward which would» 
be bestowed on its preserver, I snatched it 

from its cradle, in which it would in a few 

seconds more have been reduced to a cinder 

by the spreading fire, and Tran with it into 

the street.—I perceived no one ready to claim 

rt, and therefore I proceeded with it to my . 

own lodgings, where I intended to keep it till 

I could learn from whom I was to demand my 

reward for preserving its life ;—Harly on the 

following morning I learnt that the only in- 

fant in the house was the child of Lord Abber- 
ville; and that it was supposed to have per- 
ished in the flames :—Now then I had in my 

power reveaye on Lord Abberville for the
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disappointment which he had occasion- 
ed me; by concealing from him the ex- 
istence of his daughter; and I resolved to en-~ 
joy it.” ae 
~© Oh cruel! inhuman man!” exclaim- 

‘ed Lord Abberyille; “ and couldst thou 
_ hope for prosperity after this! but oh 

tell me—yet I tremble:—I dread to ask 
—does that daughter still live?” 

She does,” replied Ryecroft. 
“ Heaven is still merciful!” exclaimed 

Lord Abberville, clagping his hands together 

' with the wildest emotion of joy. “ Oh let me 

ence more clasp her to my breast, (aces 

added, “and name the terms of your indul- — 

gence.’ i    

    

os be promise that you wi saye me and i 
my son from ignominious punishment,” re- 

plied Ryecroft. 
_ “ Twould promise with joy and alaerity,” 
answered Lord Abberville, “but that I am 

doubiful of மவ the power of fulfilling 
uly promise.” 

“The power is yours, ன் Heaven. exclaim 
ed Ry ecroft,” 

0,2. 5
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Richmond, I made some inquiries of hiin 
respecting the young lady under your pro- 

tection ?” : 

« VT was,” returned Mr. Leuwitzer; “I also 

judged that you were aGtuated by a more 

than common curiosity in your examination. 

of the sword which you saw suspended over. 

my chimney piece:—In return for the kind- 

ness with which you have been, treated. by 

Lord Abberville and myself, you cannot, 

consistently with the gratitude which you 
profess yourself to feel towards us, withhold 

from our knowledge any circumstance with 

which you are acquainted, thaf it can give 

YS satistacuum to hoet—pray inform us what 
you at that time knew, either of the young 

jady under my proteéiion or of the sword.” 
119 my intention to be explicit with 

you,” replied Ryecroft; “I should become 

thore criminal than I already am were 1 to 

attempt any éoncealment—The moment that 

I entered your apartment the sword struck 

me as bearing a very strong resemblance to 

one which I purloined from the house in 

which I’ rescued Lord Abberville’s daugbtet 

frm the flames; whilst you retired for a few 

moments into an adjoining apartment, 3 took 

+
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a nearer view of it, and was convinced it was 
the same: this ¢onviGion tempted me, at de- 

parting, to enquire of your servant whether 
there were not some’ story conneéted with 
that sword ?—his answer was in the affirma- 

tive. “ His master,” he said, “ hoped one 

day by means of that sword to discover the 
birth of a young lady who had in a very 
strange manner been thrown upon his pro- 

iection.”—'This young lady I was assured 

_ could be no other than the daughter of Lord 
Abberville; and lost to feeling as you may 

' believe me to have been, [ still felt happy in 

knowing her to be thus fortunately situated.” 

Can it then be,” exclaimed Mr. Leu- 

witzer, < that you are one of the persons who 

inhabited a chamber in St, Giles’s into which 

that very yqung lady, who has from that — 
period been considered by me as my own 

daughter, then an infant, iavited me by a 

talé of the wretched situation of her mother 

and sister ?* ன் 

“ Itis as you conjecture,” replied Ryecroft, 
** at‘the moment of your entrance, I sas 
stationed with no very honorable design be- 
hind the bed in which lay the woman and 

child; by the sudden manner in which you 

௦4 :
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left the chamber I was conscious. that. you 
had caught 4 a glimpse of my person; and 
dreading. from the manner of your departure, 
lest it should be your intention to return and 
search the -apariment, no sooner were you 
gone than we retired to an opposite house, 
Jeaving alone in the chamber we had quitted,. 
the child, at whose persuasion you had en- 
tered it; apprehending that she might, at, 
at some future time, be recognised by you, 
and lead to our deteétion and punishment:—. 
From a window in the opposite house we 
saw you, as we had anticipated, return; and 
at your departure we perceived that you 
carried away the child with you.—We Te- 

solved. no more to inhabit the apartment we. 
had just quitted, but we visited it in order to 
remove a box which we had left in it, and 
which contained the very sword in question, 
and some other trinkets of little value, TD 
cept that they were the identifiers of another 
child of which my nominal wife and myself 
were at that time in possession.” 

“ Your nominal wife,” said Mr, பட 
witzer, ce passed for a sypsey, and, was ail 
Irish 5 woman, her name Norah 0 ‘Rouke— 
is it not s sO
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~ Ryecroft appeared surprised to find Mr. 

Leuwitzer so well acquainted with some 

parts of his history; but he made only a mo- 
mentary pause, and then continued thus: 

“Such indeed she was;—after I had ex- 

perienced that fall in society to which I was 
reduced by the effects of excessive dissipation, 

Ihave already told you that my means of sub- 

sistence were of the most precarious ‘kind; 

and in order the better to conceal myself 

from those who had known me in my days 

of prosperity and ட T assumed 5 a 
the name of Preston.” 

Mh Such the Bow-street officers whe ac- 

companied me to the chamber into which 

the child had an hour before invited me, 

told me they believed to be the name of the 

man who inhabited it,” said Mr. Leuwitzer. 

‘© By this name only Norah knew me,” 
continued Ryecroft; “ the greatest accident. 

introduced her to my acquaintance, and she 
made so strong an impression on my heart 

that I immediately took her to live with me: 
We had not been a month together before L 
rescued Lord Abberville’s child from. death,. ‘ 

and took it home with me to our abode. ம. 

had now two children to maintain besides my 
05 |
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own son, for previously to the commence- 
ment of my acquaintance with Norah, she 
liad stolen a child to excite the compassion 

of the benevolent in the chara&er of a beg- 

ging gypsey, from a lady in Devonshire, of 
the name of Dimick ; to which she was be- 
come attached, and had made it one of the 

tonditions of her engaging to live with me, 

that I should suffer her to retain the child 

under ber prote&ion.” 

** And to this child,” said Mr. Leuwitzer, 

«belonged the spoon, the thimble, and the 

tooth-pick case, which I found in the sha- 

green case, in the same box which contained 

the sword; and which have led to many dis~ 

agreeable errors; but thank God a proper 

elucidation has at last taken place.” 
_ Ryecroft proceeded to say, “ That Norak 

had treated both the children with the greatest 
humanity and tenderness, instruéiing them 

in return to be useful to her in asking charity; 

that about six years after Mr. Leuwitzer had 

taken away from the chamber in St. Giles’s, 
Georgina, as we must now call her, he had 

become tired of his mistress and deserted her; 

from which time he knew not what had been 

her fate.”
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Here the account of Norah’s death, which 
had been communicated by her sister Kath- 

Jeen to Lady Buckhurst, and which she had 
repeated to Georgina, enabled Mr. Leuwitzer 
in turn to become the informer of Ryecroft; 
who then proceeded to speak thus: “ I will 

not offend your senses by calling upon you 
to listen to an account of the scenes and 

stratagems which it must be offensive to yon 
to hear; suffice it therefore to say, that at the 

time of your finding the five hundred pound 

Bank note, my son and I happened to be to- 
gether in London; for we had of late years 

frequently separated in pursuit of different 

plans and attempts; and seeing your adver- 

tisement we resolved that he should first visit 

you; and if he could obtain a sight of the: 

note, endeavour to bring away in his memory 

the number and signatures, in order that I 

‘might thus be enabled to claim it upon the. 

terms which you had named.—How our 

plan succeeded you are already too well ac- 

quainted.”” 

« You have nothing more to say, I ima- 

gine,” replied Mr. Leuwitzer, “ which it is 

‘of importance to Lord Abberville or Aes 

to listen to.” 
06
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an Grant me. your patience one | minute 
longer,” returned Ryecroft. “ I have already 
told you that my son contrived’ to. gain! ad- 

mittance to the masquerade of a. Lady Della+ 

val; I haye already told. you, of the trans- 
aétion which occurred there,’ and: of its con- 

sequence; but 1 haye yet to add, that. un. 
principled as my conduét through life. has 
been, I should not have ventured to implore. 

the assistance of Lord. Abberville in my pre= 
sent misfertune, after the wrongs I haye been 

guilty of towards him, had I not on the day 

that Edward and myself were brought to this 
prison, learnt from one of our fellow captives, 
who, shad been a servant in the family of Sit 

Benjamin. Buckhurst, a sketch of the history 
ian ‘the young lady who was at that time sup- 
posed by Lady Buckhurst to be her daughter: 
L immediately perceived the error into which. 

circumstances had led. her, and. convinced 

that she must be the child of Lord. Abberville,. 

and not the daughter of Lady Buckhurst, I 

resolved to enter upon the experiment of dis- 

covering his Lordship’s retreat, and trusting 

te the benevolence of his feelings for shewing 

mercy to _me and my son, in return for the
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_ service’ I now had it in es bee to per form 

towards ‘binl,? * floiaye! hamwnusiot 39980 

கர னுக்கும்: ட்டா? and 

Lord Abberville being not less impatient to. 
quit his presence than to clasp his daughter 
to his’ breast; My. Leuwitzer and he imme- 

diately left the prison together ; the foriner 
promising Ryecroft that he should see him 

again’ on the following day; when in addi- 
tion to his liberation from prison, it was his 

“intention to place him and his son in some 

situation where they eS by means of their 

own industry, provide in a creditable manner 

for the remainder of their lives. «<I do not,® 

he added, “ make this promise so much out 
of consideration to you, as of society at large, 

which would have a just quarrel against mé 

if I were to cast upon it two hilt SURES 

whose necessities might drive them to con- 

tinue unworthy members of it, when by a 

little attention on my part to their ப they 

may be reclaimed.” ; 

As they proceeded towards ee 
Lord Abberville said, « How unexpestedly 
am I restored to happiness,'and to the enjoy- 

ment of a father’s extacy All this Fowe to
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you, at whose friendly perstiasion I once 

more entered England.” 

“ரந was but made the instrument of your 
‘return to the felicity,” replied Mr. Leuwiltzer; 

«you were guided to it through my means: 

by the hand of Providence, which sooner or _ 

later stretches itself out to requite the suffer- 

ings of those whe have borne their calamities 

with a firm reliance on the wisdom of that 

power by which they were infliéied.
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The Curtain Drops. 

த 
TI HE charaéters of a novel like those ofa 

drama, cannot too soon make their respective 

bows and courtesies, when the catastrophe of 

the piece has been produced.— We trust 

therefore that our readers, greatly as we hope 

they have been interested in the fate of our 

heroine, will consider with us that nothing 

could be added to the interest by a detail of 

her first knowledge of her father; scenes of 

this nature produce the most affecting sensa-_ 

tions upon. the heart in real life, but in de- 

scription they lose their power—We have 

therefore only to remark, that different indeed 

were the feelings with which she heard Lord 

Abberville hail her his child, to those which 

she had experienced under the same circum- 

stances with Lady Buckhurst; and that the 

first exclamation of her joy was, “ lam now 

blest more than any other human being ; I 

.



 



HUMAN BEINGS, ~ 305° 

Sir Benjamin.and. Lady Buckhurst fulfilled. 

‘the prophecy of Lady Dellaval, by retiring to 
Rochester, and: sinking: into their native in- 
significance ; and instead of refleéiing how 

he might become a Baronet, poor Sir Ben- 
jamin heard his knighthood so frequently 

turned into ridicule, that had he confessed 

the truth he would not have grudged a mo-. 
derate expence to have disencumbered him- 

self of its possession. 

As soon as the Colonel was. sufficiently, 

recovered from his wound to be able to 

trayel, he left England, assigning as his 

‘motive the benefit which he hoped would be | 

deriyed to his health from a change of air; 
but mental physicians know that a change. of 

air is efficacious in many complaints. which 

-haye no connexion with the animal system; 

and some of these gave it as their opinion’ 

that Jarvis Block had spoken so freely of the 

liberal interest with which the Colonel had 

endeavoured to reward him for the loans with 

which he had been accommodated, by him, 

that he had resolyed to travel till the report 

should die‘away.. 
Jarvis Block’s feelings were not. of that. 

delicate nature of which those of some human
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beings are; and suffering the twenty thou= 
sand pounds which his wife ultimately. 

brought him to be a salvo for the false colours: 
under which she had at first entrapped him 
into marriage, they lived quite as ‘happily 
together as is the lot of many couples whose’ 
unions have been contraited under much! 
fairer auspices; and as time moved on many! 
chips of the block strengthened their affeGtion: 

Mr, Leuwitzer equaily anxious to reclaim! 
tbe bad, as to ensure the happiness of the: 
deserving, placed Ryecroft in an. eligible 
situation in his merceutile house in London, ஓ 
where the retrospect of the many miseries’ 
which had attended his past life induced him. 

to complete the reform he had begun ;/and! 
to the unfortunate Le Biane he gave the: 
management of his mercantile house in 
Hamburgh, where he evinced his gratitude 

in his fidelity to his employer. 

Edward Ryecrof having been’ பபற்று 

by the same generous benefagior with a suffi-’ 

cient sum to transport himself to America, 

became a votary of the'stage ; in which pro- - 
ட்ப we have, in the early part of this _ 

ம்மா ‘Ys seen that he: had made a successful
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attempt under the name of Melmoth ; and 
equal. suceess attended his. endeavours after 

he had crossed the Atlantic. 
The visit which George AGton paid கன 

Valmont fer the purpose of returning kim hi 

bribe .of two guineas, by convincing ce 

that there was a witness of his nefarigus con- 

daét ready to appear against him, af be did 

not wisely keep Georgina’s secret by keeping 

his own, immediately pulled down the high 
spirifs with which he had quitted Portman- 

square, after his last interview with Sir Jasper 

_and Lady Dellaval; and rendezed him par-. 

ticularly careful of not encountering in பபா 

any of the family, ‘eg 

By the constant interéoursé which ட 4 
sisted between the families of Mrs. Leuwitzer 

and Lord Abberville, the friendship which 

the latter had long borne Mrs. Weimar be- 

came strengthened into a-tenderer feeling, 

and he atJength implored her to become the 

second mother of their beloved Georvina— 

The married state, through | which Adelaide 

had already passed, had nol entirely divested 

her mind of those scruples which had pos- - 

sessed it so strongly when she was single; 

and although she did not attempt to deny - 
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that she entertained a reciprocal attachment 

for Lerd Abberville, she still,hesitated. to give 

hum her hand: ‘‘ She feared,’’slie said,‘ that 

the world would be illnatured enough to say, 

that she only married him: for his rank,’?. 

Her brother began his usual smile; he saw 

it producing its accustomed effett of banish- 

ing her seruples; and he then said, ‘ Pardon 

me, my dear sister, but you know your af- 
fection for me kept you so long from macry- 
ing that you contraéted a few of the pecu- 

liarities of single ladies, before you becaine a 

wife at all; your first marriage has partly 

expunged them from your mind—take my ad- 
vice to marry again, and fear not but that 

a second union will entirely correét them.” 

Beed we say, that the advice of so good a 
hrother was followed by a sister who had 

through life made him her oracle ?—Nor can 

it hardly be necessary to add that Frederick 

Arlington and his Georgina were eminently 

happy ; the possession of such hearts as they 

were blessed with, and the circle of affec- 

tionate friends and relatives in the bosom of 

which they were placed, are amongst the 

choicest gifts of Heaven.—Still it may per- 

haps be pessible to adduce an instance of 
an individual even happier than themseives—
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for the bliss of bestowing felicity is ever in 
minds of elevated ‘sentiments, superior to the 
enjoyment of receiving it; and with this re- 

flection ‘was the heart of our betievolent 

‘German ever animated ; and the proudest boast 

of his ‘valued existence was comprised in these 

words, “1 have not lived for myself alone— 

In my pilgrimage through life I have smooth- 

ed the way by my benevolence to other 

HUMAN BEINGS.” 
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