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CHAPTER 1.

The way fo get Married, |

-LADY Buckhurst continued so long in-
sensible, that Mrs O’Rouke unable to re-
‘vive her by means of a smelling bottle
~ which she drew from her own pocket, rang
the bell, and on the appearance of John,
requested a glass of cold water for his
lady.

John, who had perceived his lady Iy—
ing senseless upon the floor, ran down into
the kitchen, exclaiming, « That there was
an old Irish creature above stairs with his
mistress, who looked more like a devil than
a woman, and who had been saying, or
doing something to her, wh1ch ha,d thrown
herinto a fit”,
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2 ' HUMAN BEINGS.

The alarm being thus communicated to
the servants, quickly reached Sir Benjamin,
who accompanied them to the drawing
room, which they reached just 'as ' her
Ladyship had begun once more to open
her eyes. : '

To Sir Benjamin’s inquiry of what was
‘the matter with his wife ? which was di-
reted to Mrs. O’'Rouke as the apparent
cause of her illness, « Oh ’tis nothing but
joy; only her joy and satisfattion to be
told that she is the mother of her own
sweet daughter,” she returned.

This declaration was wholly unintelligi-
ble to Sir Benjamin ; and as he was on the
point of replying to it, the sound of his
Wife’s voice turned his attention from Mirs.

O’Rouke to her. &

‘ <« Oh me ! dear Sir Benjamin !” exclalmed
Lady Buckhurst, “it can’t be, it can’t be
that Amica ain’t my daughter, wmy own dear
Amy Dimick !—no, no, I won’t believe
it ; and this here woman says that my
daughter is—Oh I can’t speak hex name——I
can’t speak her name !”

“ Her name is the very same name ‘that
ghe was born by,” said Mis. o’ Rouke, “on-
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1y *tis another now, because it hasbeen chang-
ed by ‘wedlock.—-That’s all, my dear,” turns
ing to Sir Benjamin as she spoke.

“Don’t, dear me, woman,” retorted = Sir
Benjamin, < I know nothing about you; I
never saw you before in my life that I remem-
ber ;—what do you dear me for ?”

« Well, be aisy” returned Mrs. O’Rouke
in a snappish tone, “I’'m not after claim-
ing any affettion from you; it is only a bit
of the brogue that slips off my tongue’s end
when I am speaking arnestly ;—but to be

. sure,” softening her voice again, ¢ your

honor ‘is not after pretending to forget to
remember  Kathleen O’Rouke, though ?”
- 'The Knight gave her a look which any
cominon understander of signs would easi- '
1y have comprehended to mean, that however
they might have been acquainted elsewhere,
he did not choose to acknowledge her as am
acquaintance there :—But however the look,
did not produce the desired effeci of stop-
ping 'the volubility of Mrs. O’Rouke, she
continued.

“ Well, well, if we ain’t,ac-quamted NOW;
we shall be this minute, for the young wo-

B2



i & HUMAN BEINGS.

‘man that you used to believe to be mydaugh-
ter, because I adopted her when she was
friendless and deserted, is now fully prov-
ed and convicted to be the lawful child of
your honor’s own Ladyship.”

Sir Benjamin had undoubtedly, as has al-
ready been hinted, been more than once a
customer for his gloves at the shop m Old
Bond-Street, which was nominally Ms,
Flap’s; accordingly he was well ac-
quamted who it was that had hltherto pass-
ed for the daughter of Mrs. O’ Roule ; and
judging that whether the strange declara-
tion she had just made were proved to have
any truth in it, or not, it was adviseable not
to retain the servants as witnessess to the ex-
planation for which he saw his wife natural-
Iy and violently impatient, he direcied thenr
to leave the room. Lok

"F'ie moment the door was closed upon the
domestics, Lady Buckhurst repeated her in-
credulity relative to Amica’s not being her
real” dauglter, and aeccused Mrs. _O’Rouke
of having some sinister motive in view, in
the at't,em}:rts she was making to gain her cre-
dit to an opposite opinion, “ You want to
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get some money out of re to make you hold
your tongue, asyou think,” exclaifhed her
Ladyship, “but I see through your WICked_
design, andI won’t be imposed upon.”

Theword wicked, most violenily discon-
certed the honorable Irish woman, °and
with a thundering oath to prove her inno-
_cence, she said, “ I say your daughter s Mrs.
Block.” '

« Block !—what do you mean by that ?”
cried Sir Benjamin, “there is a hole in your
‘ballad already; you said Murs, Flap was'
her Ladyship’s daughter this minute.”

“ And.did not T say likewise this minute,
thatshe had changed her name in holy wed-
lockk * éxclaiméa Dars. O i’o {k , ',_,vami H
‘hope there is no disgrace in that; but you
may have a neaver guess at that yourself, for
you have beenlonger acquainted with her hus-
- band than I have.” :

- “I acquainted with her husband ?* echo-
ed the Knight.

“ You ain’t going to be after fmgemnv to
remember Mr. Jarvis Block too are you, in
‘the same manner as you were going to sarve
~poor Kathleen; are you ?” enquued Mirs.
O’ Rouke.

B 3



6 HUMAN BEINGS.

e Jarvis Block married . to Mis, Flap L
ejaculated Sir Benjamin in surprise; it was
‘not, however, with equal surprise that his lady’
‘heard this piece of information, as she had
already received the intelligence from tiie
fountain head on leaving Covent Garden
theatre a few nights before ;—our readers oo,
we suspect, may have guessed this to be the
case some time before Lady Buckhurst knew
such an event to have taken place ; in order
therefore that we may proceed regularly with
our history, we shall beg permission to dedi-
cate a few pages to the couriship of this
amiable couple, and the circumstances which
attended their nuptials, a knowledge of which
will be found a necessary key to lhe tale
which our readers will be called upon to
listen to from the lips of Mrs. O’Rouke.
The circumstance of Jarvis Block’s intro-
duttion to a female at Lady Dellaval’s mas-
querade, whom he foundin the chamber into
which he ran to escape quizzing, is proba-
bly not forgotten ; and we judge it equally
probable that some of our keen-sighted rea-
ders may long ago have conceived this fe-
male to be Mrs. Flap; however, whatever
may have been their sentiments upon the

(&
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business, our own time is now come for de~
claring, that notwithstanding Sidoey Val-
‘mont’s assertion to Maurice Stanton, that
there were none but women of charaéter at
the féte, Mrs. Flap it was—Valmont, how-
ever, was thus far justified in his assertion,
‘that no others had received tickets from her
Ladyship ; but women of Mrs. Flap’s stamp
have always friends'in the lower, as well as
in the upper house of most families; and
through the interest of Lady Dellaval’s but-
ler, who ranked in the list of Mrs, Flap’s
friends of this description, she was admitted
to a sight of the evening’s revelry. -

Having mixed for neatly two hours with
tha-companys awiias SIECh ek mask had
concealed her from their knowledge; by the
favour of ®frs. Archer, who cast an eye of
love at the butler, and was, therefore, willing
to accommodate his friends, Mrs, £lz2 w22
admitted to a chamber in order to divest her-
self of her masquerade habit, and equip her
person for returning home : whilst thus em-
ployed, in burst upon her, as has already
been related, Jarvis Block: she addressed
him ;—he replied—and finding him to bean
utter stranger to the ways of the great city,.

® 4 : :
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8 HUMAN BEINGS.

she 'reg@rded Bt s one from whose ac~
quaintance she might derive some profit, and
therefore made an offer of procuring for him
a change of dress, and escorting him back to
the rooms of entertainment, judging that
with adroit manaéement, '\shf' would not be a
loser by her pains.

Block in the relation he made of that
evening’s occurrence to Sidney Valmont and
Maurice Stanton, has said, that his fair in-
cognita left him for a few minutes, during
which she addressed herself to a mask habited
in a black domino, and that on her retura to
him, she called him by kis name; this mask
was no other than Colonel Buckhurst, whom
Mrs. Flap vecoguised notwithstanding his
disguise, and to whom she felt no reluétance
to discover her being where <l,¢ was ; and he
informed her that Ler beau was Mr. Block.

- Now nttle as Jarvis Block might suppose
himself to be known in the world of fashion-
aﬁles, the fame of his empty head, and full
purse, had still reached the lounging rooms
of Mrs. Flap, where every article of scandal
and news was discussed, if it originated ia
fruth; and if it were a fabulous creation,



HUMAN BEINGS, 9

nine tlmes out of ten. in these rooms it Was',
fabricated.

Upon ]earmng from the Colonel w1th
whom she was so extraordinarily become ac-
quainted, it immediately entered the plotting
brain of Mrs. Flap, that whether she failed
or succeeded in her attempt, it was at least
worth her while to try whether she could not
turn her introduétion to Jarvis Block to a.
better account than merely a?ny trivial remu=
neration which he might make her fora few
- hours pleasantly spent in her society; ac-
© cordingly keeping close to hisside, and using
her time to advantage, by inspiring him with
the idea that she was of no mean rank,” and
extremely charmed with him; she with re-
gret received the signal for her: departure in
the throwing open of the supper rooms, 1n
which she durst not venture to, appear, and
was therefore obliged to. make a prec1p1tate
escape for that night from her admirer.

Mr. Block on his return home on the
evening of that day on which be had com-
municated his adventure at the masquerade
to Sidney Valmont and Maurice Stanton, re-
ceived a note which bore on it the two-penny
post mark ; it was the hard of a Iady he per-

B &
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10 HUMAN BEINGS.
ceived, and on breajliing the seal he found
“the contents to be the-e,

SUSTH),

« T promised %you last night at Lady Del-
¢ Javal’s masquerade, as how you should see
“ me agin—as a woman of oner, I am bound
“to keep my word, so inform you that I
«live at No. —, Old Bond-street, where
« you . has ‘my permission to call on me, Sir,

« Your servant,
« CeciLta CapoGan.”

Mr. Block was in raptures with this epis-
tle ; he was not himself so correét either in
his spelling, or style of composition, as par-
ticularly, if at all, to remark the inaccuracies
of his correspondent; and on the following
morning about one o’clock, he proceeded to

i fpay her a visit; the number to which he

was dizeGted in Old Bond-street, he found
upon a door which he did not suspeét to
form a part of the adjoining dwelling, which
was a milliner’s shop.

On delivering his name to a servant in
livery, who opened the door, he was shewn
into an apartment'on the first floor, elegantly

.
? o
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farnished, where he was received by Mis.
Flap, who introducec. him to an elderly fe-
male who sat nettinog by the fire, as her
mother, the Countess of Cadogan; a title in.
which it will be easily .guessed that Mrs.
O'Rouke, like the jay in peacock’s feathers,
had dressed herself.

Jarvis Block was by no means the man to
strip her of them; he was delighted with the
attentions and civilities of the old lady ; and
“charmed into the most violent passion by the
affability and accomplishments of the young

one. — Matters continued in this state
for nearly a week, during which period
Block had paid them two morning visis, and
as often sipped Souchong ‘with them in an
evening, when he proposed escorting them
‘to the play.—Miss Cecilia declared herself
willing to be guided by her mamma ; and
the Countess declined his offer in a manner
which induced him to believe it only wanted
to be pressed to be accepted.—Accordingly
he repeated his invitation, and whilst he was
thus employed; Cecilia left the room. :
When she was gone, the pretended Coun-
tess said, < That Mr. Block must pardon
what she was going to say ;—that she was.
B 0
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sartain as far as her opinion went, that he
appeared in every respect a gentleman, and a
man of honour; but that still as he was only

an acquaintance promiscuously made by her

daughter at a masquerade, she could not con-

sent that Cecilia should go into public with

him, till he had explained to her what were
the motives of his constant visits to their
lodgings.”

Mr. Block replied, «“ That he was glad the
conversation had led to an explanation of
those motives: that he should be one of the
happiest men alive, if the beautiful Miss
Cadogan would accept him as her hus-
band.” ‘

The Countess replied, « That the propo-
sition was very hasty ; but that she had re-
ceived a most favourable report of Mr.
Block’s charaéter and ecircumstances from
some of her friends, of which,” she said,
< she had taken care to apprize herself, pre-
viously to permitting her daughter to address

‘to him the note which he had about eight

days ago received from her; and that there-
fore she could only say, that the decision of

his fate must rest entirely with Cecilia her-
self.”
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Block answered,  That he flattered him-
self the young lady did not see him with per-
feét indifference ; and begged of her mother
to become the mediator of his cause.”

The delicate Countess replied '« that she
must decline that office, as in case of a refusal
on the part of her daughter, she wished him
to be fully persuaded that she had not been
‘prejudiced one way or the other by her ad-
vice,” and then added, “ I will ring the bell
and send word to my daughter, that I wish
her to come down'stairs again; and when
she enters, I will give you the opportunity
you desire, by leaving you alone with her.”

Jarvis Block with uncontrolled thankful-
ness and joy, rose to ring the bell for her;
the Countess desired him to desist a moment
loniger ; she wished to tell him, she said, that
she was a parson of the same honour of which
she found him to be; that therefore she
must candidly inform him, that she had no-
thing to give her daughter during her life
time, and liétle at her death ;—she was to be
sure a Countess, but she was the dowager
-Countess of the family; her husband who
had been in the army had made but slender
savings, either from his hereditary 1ncome or

Q



14 HUMAN BEINGS,

his profession, and had not left her more than
would enable her to support herself comfort-
ably as a widow in the style in which it was
‘consistent for a woman of her rank to live.””

The unsuspicious Jarvis received all her
declaration as gospel, and telling her that he
had enough of his own, that all he wanted
with a wife were a few such acecom plish-
ments as singing and dancing, and genteel
dressing, in which e considered Miss Cecilia
to excel, he should be proud to maintain her
in a handsome style, and open his door with
a hearty welcome to her mother, as often as
she chose to visit them at Worthing.

The bell was now pulled ; and the Coun-
tess rose to leave the room immediatel y upon
her accomplished daughter’s entering it;
Jarvis and she being left together unrestrain-
ed by the observation of a third person; a
few short sentences served him to disclose his
-affeClion, and  his liberal intentions concern-
ing her, if she vouchsafed to become his
wife ; and the lady, with a very well aéted
imitation of a modest and diffident air, con-
fessed that he had won her heart from the
first moment of her beholding him, and con-
sented to-make the experiment of wedlock,.

C
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Jaryis was in raptures; he even ventured

to seal the bond with a kiss fervently im-

printed upon her rosy lips; and as no scan-
dal could now attach itself to their being seen
in public together, the Countess consented to
accompany them to the plav.—But alas! in
the evening she was seized with so violent a
head-ache, as prevented her from keeping
her promise; and even now, thouglrl‘they
were acknowledged lovers, her Ladyship
said, she did not consave it decorous to suffer
her daughter to be seen in public with Mr.

‘Block, unshielded by her protective wing ;

and therefore the fond pair were oblig&d to
pour forth their sighs in the drawing-room,
nstead of the theatre.

It had been as necessary a picce of finesse
in Mrs. O’Rouke (we beg her pardon, ‘the
Countess Cadogan) to consent to the play
going scheme, as to prevent its being put
into execution.—Had Jarvis Block there met
any of his friends, who happened at the
same time to be the friends of Mrs. Flap,
the chances appeared infinitely in favour of
a precipitate destruétion of her daughter’s
hopes—the only secure method therefore
was to prevent the possibility of such an un-



16 HUMAN BEINGS..

fortunate rencontre ; and to thisend the apo-
logy of the head-ache was successfully call-
ed in. : :
The Countcsss head-ache proved a very
obstinate one; the many little- medicines
which she professed herself for several days
to be taking were insufficient to remove 11
.and as she could net be prevailed upon tor
cuffer the indecorura of her daughter's going
alone into public with Mr. Block tll after
their marriage; and as there appeared to
Mr. Block very little chance of her being
shortly able to accompany them ; he pressed
for the marriage to take place immediately.

Mus, O’Rouke used every argument shé:
could devise to prevail upon the impatient
Jover to defer his nuptials till he was able to
leave town, which he had informed her his
business would for another fortnight prevent
his doing; and when she found that he con-
tigued resolute in not delaying the period of
his happiness, she informed him, that he
must ‘provide apartments to take his  bride
‘to, as it was not in her power fto offer them
a bed in the lodgings she was now in; as
_she was in possession of only one chamber,
(except those occupied by her servants) iny

€
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which she and her daughter slept together,
The expence of handsome lodgings for a
fortnight, was another feather in Block’s
_estimation of expences, so this point was
quickly settled.

“ Where would his Cecilia wish her lodg-~
ings to be situated?” was the next inquiry of
the accommodating lover; and she replied
“That she thought if he could' succeed in
vrocuring apartments in any of the environs,
it might be of infinite service to her mother’s
neaith to accompany them thither:” Block

_agreed with her in opinion, utterly unsuspi-
cious of the concealed cause by which she
was actuated in making this request; namely

: : o
that of keeping herself e ratived ac nassihly

from an exposure of her real rank and cir-
cumstances, znd the next day he procured
pleasant accommodations at Islington.
Having provided a habitation for his bride,
Block immediately procured a licence, and
all the marriage ceremonies folloaved in regu-
lar succession except the honey-moon, which
the perversity of the fates by which the bride-
groom’s life was regulated doomed to conti-
nue only three days; on the Jast of which, as

2v
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e was entering the door of his lodgings, he
was stopped‘by two men, who inquired if his
name was not Jarvis Block? He unsuspi-
ciously replied in the affirmative, and they.
then produced a bill of seventy pounds due
to a wine-merchant, of which they demanded
from him the payment.

In the greatest astonishment he denied all
knowledge of such /a debt, and asked upon
what grounds they made the demand: One
of the men replied, « That every husband was
responsible for the debts of his wife, and that
the money was due to his employer from Mrs,
Block.” Jarvis cast bis eye over the bill, and

perceived that the first line ran thus, “ Mrs,
Flan debter 55 Mi Bherte et What dg
you mean by my wife?” he exclaimed; ¢ the
debtor’s name in this bill is Flap: my wife's
maiden name was Cadogan.”

I know nothing about her maiden name,”
replied one of the strangers;  she was NVirs.
Flap long enough before you married her.
She has humbugged us out of our money for
the last three years. by pretending that her
husband was alive in America, upon which
account we bad no right to touch her person;

L
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but it is plain enough now, since she is mar-
ried to you, that she only tricked us, and that
he is either dead, or that she never was his wife
‘at all.”

Mr. Block persisted in his story, and his
informers in theirs, In great consternation
. the bridegroom ran to seek his wife, and
inquire into the true state of the case. Her
eloquent mother took upon herself the expla-

nation: she said, © That her deughter had
been so unfortunate asto have been the wife
of a first husband, whose name had been Flap;
-and of which marriage she had not informed
him, becase Mr. Flap had turned out a very bad
man, who had used her daughter extramely ill,
 and that it gave Cecilia great pain even to this
moment to hear him mentioned; and that she
had on that account taken her maiden name
again the moment of his death.”

Jarvis was not a little surprised by this
account of his dear Cecilia having been a
widow, previously to her becoming his rib;
but more intent at this moment upon the
* business depending than the knowledge he
had so unexpettedly gained, he proceeded to
inquire, ¢“ On what account the wine-bill was
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drawn in her name, and not in that of her
late husband?” :

“The reply was, “ That she had been always
in the habit of conduéling the house-keeping,
and' that  therefore the ariicles had been or-
dered in her name.’ /

< Bui they were ordered during the hfc- ]
time of your husband, were they not?” asked
Block. :

« Of that,” she replied, ““she could not be,
cerlain, as her husband had died abroad, and
she could not exallly ascerlain when; and
thus had ordered whatever she had purchased.
in the name of Flap, till Wll‘nm a few wecks .
of the present time,”

Ts the great disquictude-of hisimind, poor-
Block perceived that there were some secrels
in the history of his wife; but not so very
uniettered in the ways of the world as to
believe that his unioa with a widow could
make him accountable fo1 the debts of that

widow’s first husbaed, he peremptorily re-
fused to pay the bill.

 The two men, one of whom was the friend

of Mr. Oporto, and the other: an attorney

employed by him, departed with reluGtance,
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and in the afternoon Mr. Block was served
with a writ to appear on the following morn-
ing and answer to the debt.

<« Ag matters are,” said Mrs. O’'Rouke,
¢« 1 would advise you to pay the bill, if they
were not tolerably secure that they had justice
_ on their side, they would not dareto send you
a writ: and if the ation is commenced, 1t
will only add considerably to the expence:
you know when you made your first pro-
posals to me about Cecilia, “you told me you
had plenty of money.” '

Block did not atall like this remark on the
part of the pretended Countess: it strength-
ened his suspicions that he was not acquainted
with the whole of hers or of his wife’s charac-
ters, and he said, “If I have ever so much
money, I shan’tspend it in such a foolish way
as that. My wife must inform me at what
church she was married to her first husband,
and I shall procure a copy of the marriage
certificate from the register, which I doubt
not will be sufficient to release me from all
obligation of paying her debts.”

Mis. Block said she had been married to
Mr. Flap at Saint James’s church,
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~ Jarvis immediately left home, in pursuit of
the clerk of Saint James’s parish; intending,
if he found the marriage in the register, to
refer himself to the clergyman who officiated
at the church for a copy of it: after some
time he succeeded in finding the clerk; he
paid the fee, and the register waslaid open to
his inspection; but neither the name of Flap
nor that of Cadogan were to be found in 1it,
and the clerk understanding what was the
object of Mr. Block’s search, informed him
that he had held his office in that parish for
upwards of twenty years, and that he was
certain no marriage in either of those names,
had in the course of that time taken place in
that church. “
. The disappointed Block was upon hisin
formatmn obliged to leave the church; he
“had a bill of his own to settle at the hotel in
Oxford street, where he had lodged previously
to his marriage, and on his return from it
through Bond street, too much engaged with
his own thoughts to attend to the objecis
or persons whom he was passing, he was
awakened from his reflettions by a slap upon
the shoulder, which was given by the hand of -
$idney Valmont.
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‘They both stopped, and whilst exchanging
the common questions of the day, Valmont
pointing with his cane across the strect, ex-
claimed, “ Diantre, what is the matter at Ma-
‘dameFlap’s?” The name alted like a stroke of
electricity upon Jarvis Block ; but his emotion
~was unperceived by Valmont, who had now
" raised his glass to his eye, and said, “’Gad,
only think of that, a bankrupt, upon my
soul ! ;

Block dire@ed his eyes the same way that
Sidney Valmont’s were turned, and perceived
‘that they were fixed upon the very milliner’s
shop above which had lived the Countess of
Cadogan and her daughter, previously to the

marriage of the latter with himself; and be-
~ hind some paneé in the windows of which
there were notices now affixed, that the stock
was selling off at prime cost for the beneﬁt of
the creditors.

Scarcely able to command his" utterance,
still ‘resolved to gain what information lay in
his power, Block said, “ Do you know the
person that keeps that shop ?”

*“Oh, yes!” returned Sidney; “she is
known by half the town: the milliner’s shop
was all a hum: her real business was enter-
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taining company in some snug rooms she had
above.” :
¢ Entertaining company!” echoed Block,
who believed himself fully to comprehend:
‘¥Valmont’s meaning, but still chose to_be
-perfeily certain that his comprehensionlwas
Just: “entertaining company:”
< Out,” replied Valmont; * téte-a-téte com-
‘pany : only visitors in paus Comprencs vous
mon ami ”
¢« Was she a widow?” asked Block.
< Oh, no!” answered Sidney,  ber. real:
name is O’Rouke, but she called herself F lap, -
because a man of that name once kept her,
and she pretended to be his wife to keep off
the duns; but you perceive, c’en est fuit, it isi
all up with her at last.”
Poor Jarvis now lost all power of speaking
at all, = ‘

_“ Apropos,” continued Valmont, ¢ Have
you seen any more of the fair incognita who
stole your heart at the masquerade?” »

Bub luckily for Block, he was spared a
reply, by Sidney perceiving a Knight of his
acquaintance on the other side of the street;
and being one of these common, but litile
minds, which always fly from Commoners to
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advantage vises to its greatest height, whem
they contend for the rights of a wife in the
event of a man having made an unfortunate

bargain in the way of matrimony, in a coun=

try wheére he must either sit down patiently
to bewail his infelicity, or ruin bimself by
procuring a divoree.—However this is nob
a book wherein it is meant o give a treatise
on the force of female reasoning—equally
out of place would it be to fill our pages
with a lamentation that the tie of matrimony

should not be dissoluble without an injury i

to the purse of cither of the parties whom it
binds together, the moment the one becomes
- unwerthy of the ether’s countenance—We

have here only to state, that reduced as near 1

despair as any event could sink the spirits of
~Jarvis Block, by the discovery of his wife’s
eircumstanees, whom he had married just in
time to save from a jail, by becoming respon-
sible in the charatter of her husbard, for her
debts; he judged it adviseable to combat as
well as he was able against the existing evil,

by not suffering the tax upon his purse to

grow larger than was absolutely necessary,
and therefore immediately stopped the threat-
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wened a6tion of the wine merchant, by paying
his bill.
- But alas ! one creditor being satisfied, two
+ others, urged on by the sugcess of the first
claimant, made their appearance.—This had
been a matter not wholly unsuspetted by
Block after the explanation which had taken
“place between himself and his new relations ;
and still attached te the person of his wife,
notwithstanding the proofs he had received
‘of her ‘infamy ; for such instances, however '
‘uncommon, are siill not without parallel;
he desired her to tell him candidly at once,
what were her debts, that he might pay them
off, and have done with the business.
~He supposed it impossible that the debts
of one who had been a milliner, even with
the addition of her dabblings in a second
~avocation, could exceed two, or al most three
hundred pounds ;¥ the lady however had the
modesty to declare, they amounted to twice
that sum; still in order to patch up in the
best manner he was able his bad bargain, the
poor husband subdued his mounting bile,
“and went on patiently paying for piping to
‘which he had not danced, till the claims upon
him became so yvery numerous and exor-
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edto want an hundred or two of loose gumeas :
for any 1immediate purpose —His first 1ntro—
duction to Block, had been, as the landlord
zal Worthmo- long ago mformed Maurice
Stanton, at Smoothturf races; where he had
offered him a bet which he had won of him ;
and the Colonel remarking the indifference /
with. which he bore his loss, in addition to the
simplicity of his chara&er, which he found
to_be totally deficient in a knowledge of
what is called ZLfe, immediately resoIved tol
fasten Lpen him as a pigeon. '
At picquet and other games the Colonpl
for some time contrived to make very pretty
plckmw of his new friend ; till their intimacy
“increasing, he ventured to.request of him the
Joan of a few hundreds upon bond. ——Block,
(ploud of the honour of lendng money to a
man of the Colonel’s consequence in. th_e
world, .and too well acquainted who were
_his family to_entertain the least fear of not
recovering his money whenever he chose to
demand it, became a ready lender; and pre-
¥iously to thé time of Sir Benjamin’s taking
hisseat in parliament, the Colonel was already.
two thousand and five hundred pounds in
debt to Block, which was agreed to be re-
c 4
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#hie ‘promise of a ticket for Lady Dellaval’s
- masquerade turned the tide of affairs in favour
of the Colonel, who received from Block a
* .draft upon his banker to the desired amount,
which the Colonel took care to dispatch an
emissary to turn into money, before the bank—
ing shops were closed that evening.

*'In the present sad state to which Block’s
affairs were reduced ; -and which calamity he
would in all probability, he now considered,
have escaped, had he not been so eager for a
ticket to introduce him at the masquerade,
" 50 mode of relief presented itself to him but
40 seek the Colonel, and make a serious de-
mand of him for the restitution of all, or at
least some part of the sums with which he
had at different times accommodated him.

Block -accordingly proceeded to Sir Ben-
jamin’s, and being resolute in not accepting
.dny denial to his seeing the Colonel, was
ushered into his bed room, where being left
.alone with him, he made known the business
upon which he had been <o urgent to be ad-
anitted into his ‘presen'ce —The Colonel de-
«<lared he was extremely sorry ‘for his unfor-
Aunate s1tuatlon, but that he could rot at that
dime command one hundred pounds, mor
€5 e
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to:say that he will in his own time safisfacs
torily refund to you the principal which he
“has borrowed from you, and pay you the
nnterest for the same as agreed upon between *
‘yourselves; but that he admonishes you for
your own sake not to attempt to recover 1t
-l his time for payment arfives.>  °
Bloclecould scarcely co.‘mmand his pati-
ence to wait the «conclusion of this address,
and ‘when it was finished replied, '« That
. whatever the Colonel might think, bhe was
not so great a fool as to be intimidated by
any of his threats from making attenipts to
recover what was his own; and that he
~might return and tell lim so.” il
“ Well, 8ir,” rejoined Mr. Demur, “ in
order fully to execute the commission of my
client, it now becomes my business to explain
to you why be warns you against such at-
tempts;—are you aware that if you persist
in your intention ‘ef suing him, he has it id :
his - power to render you. ameaab}eéto the lays
of your ‘country?” -
- “What do you amean by that, Sir?” ex-
claimed Block, not less indignant at having
such a suspicion hinted at cencerning him-
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self, than astonished whence could ariss M.
Demur’s courage to pronounce such g hmt
10 his very face. i :

“ Why, 8ir,” rejoined Mr. Demur, « are
you not acquainted that the legal interest. of
+this kingdom is five per cent; and you have
lent various sums to ‘Colorel Buckhurst at
six, and heds in ‘possession of the drticles of
agreement with your name. signed to them’ by
‘your own hand; do you now percewe the

“hold he has upon you?” , 4
Poor Block was thunder—struck at “theb
© «conviGtion which new reached his senses of
the enormity of the treachery which had
‘been exercised against him in the name of
friendship.—Whenever the Colonel had bor-
Towed sums of money .of him, he had al-
sways insisted on the bond being drawn for
-one per cent beyond the permiited standard,
Helling the credulous Bleck, that »vvvithout
making him something more than the ordi-
-nary compensation for the use of his money,
he could not be satisfied to accept loans of
shim at all; and now, when it was too late,
Block perceived the iniquitous motive of the
“Lolonel’s feigned generosit#v.ﬁ,. exercised .in
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reckoned a good sort of Woman when shg :
was the widow Dimick.” g "
 What’s that yon say?” exclaithed Mrs,
‘O Rouke, « Does yourself know a lady that -
either is, or was a widow of the name of
Dimick ?” ' Wi Tl tagc
There was an ecarnestness in 'hef manner
whilst she demanded these -questions, that
elaimed Block’s attention, and in few words
he told her what he knew of the .ci-devant
Mrs. Dimick. T % ;
< Ay, a Devonshire lady,” cxied Mus.
O’Rouke, « and she lost & daughter, a female
«child, when she was a small young thing'?”"
-« And found her aO'atn when she was
grown up,” added Block snappxshl;, % andr
“ svhat does that signify to you or me?”

« WMore than any thing else in this blessed
~svorld :” cried the Irish dame, it may be
the means of lifting us up out of all our
mishaps, for whoever it may be ‘that Laﬂy‘
* Buckhurst pleases to call her daughter,
.daughter of her’s she is-not; for her daugh-

der'is your wife, and nobody else!”

Block could scarcely credit his senses ; the
_events of the few last days of his life appear-
.d to him like adream ; and all his faculty

< &
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‘going abroad, at which period she had be-
come a resident in her sister’s house.—She
.requested Mrs. O’ Rouke, if ever she saw him
again, to tell him that he had her best
wishes—and besought her to give her pro-
teftion to Cecilia; which Mrs. O’Rouke
_promised to do; and a few hours after Norah
~ had received hel promise to that effeét, she
died.”

Here ended Mirs. O’ Rouke s story, and she
added  that ever since the death of her sister,
she had used every means in her power for en-
deavouring to find out the parents of the
child, in order that she might restore it to
them, with an explanation of the accident
by which she had become its protetiress;
but that till the night before, she had never
been able to hear of any lady who either
did, or had borne the name of Dimick.”

Had Mrs. O’Rouke spoken the exall
truth she would have said, * That having
added anoiher profession to that of milliner
about the time her sister died, and judging
that Cecilia, as she had been called by Mrs.
Preston, who was then a very fine looking
girl of about twelve years old, might in the
course of time grow up to be of infinite ser-

By
E
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vice to her in her various lines of business,
in the charalter of her daughter; she had
by this selfish, and scandalous hope, been
withheld from making those inquiries which
if properly set on foot, would in all proba-
bi}ity have succeeded in restoring the child
to. her real mother. But Mrs. O’Rouke,
* upheld, not only by the natural audacity
of her charatier, but also by a conscious-
‘ness_that no proof could be adduced of her
not having attempted to discover for the .
child her parents,“had without fear entered
the presence of her natural proteétor, the
moment she saw an advantage to be derived
from a confession of the truth,

. With quivering lips, and the orbs of her
eyes. apparently immoveable, Lady Buck-
hurst listened to the Irishwoman’s tale, and
when it was concluded, no change took
place in her countenance ; she sat as if be-
rezved of every faculty; whilst Mrs, O’Rouke,
with the same cool and undaunted firm-
ness which had throughout marked her con-
duét, proceeded to recount by whatmeans
shie had become acquainted with the inheri-
tance due to Miss Dimick, now Mrs. Block,
on lier coming of age ; and to lnqun‘,e bow

¥er 1L, D
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far distant that period was, as Mrs. Block
and her husband were both in great want of
nmoney. ,

No answer was returned to this question,
and Mrs. O’'Rouke said, ©“ Oh if you don’t
choose to tell me, there is nothing to be
done, but to find out where she took her
chrlstemng, and write down for a copy of the ‘
ragister.”

A pause ensued—Sir Benjamin broke 1t
« If this person you speak of, is really
Lady Buckhurst’s daughter,” he said, “can
you tell us who the girl Amica is, that
Mr. Leuwitzer has imposed upon us for
her?”

« How should myself know that, I'd like
tohear!” exclaimed Mrs. O’Rouke, “ they
‘can’t both be one parson without they
were the same woman; and have I not
plainly proved to you that they can’t be
that ?»” ,

« T should not wonder,” cried Sir Ben-
jamin, whose resentment against Mr. Leu-
witzer on account of his charity to the Le
Blancs, was not yet cooled, « I should "},ﬁ()t :
wonder, if he had taken this way of turn-
ing over to us some poor relation, or some
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natural child of his own, or his sister’s, or
somehbody’s; but I know how long she has
been 1n this family to a day; and Il berepaid
the expences of her maintenance, if I sue hlm
for them at law.”

“ Bat,” said Lady Buckhurst, = if Amica
is not my daughter, how could it come to

* pass, that Mr. Leuwitzer should havefound my

thimble, and my tea-spoon,and my toothpick
case, in the same room where he found -
her?”

“ Phoo!” cried Sir Benjamin, < do you

think there are no more toothpick cases, or tea

spoons, marked with A D, besides youré‘?
neither is it impossible, but that he might
have heard the story of what you lost.
with your child, and have had such ar-
ticles made on punpose to lmpose upon
you.” ,
“ No, I ean’t thmk M . Leuwitzer
could be such abad man as that,” replied her
Ladyship. 4

“ Have you told usall you know about

. your sister, and her stealing the child?—

are you sure OPthat;,, ke SizsBonla
min, . $ 7R /q 7
e D 2 .
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“ Every word,” Mrs. O'Rouke replied ;
“ but she was willing to take her oath upon
what she had told them, before any magistrate
in the kingdom.” :

““ God knows, nobody was ever in such
a confusion, as my head is in,” cried her
L:idyship ; “ Lord have mercy upon me!”

< If Mrs. Block is of age, there will be
some interest due upon the twenty thou-
sand pounds,” said Mrs. O’Rouke; * if
the day is still to come, her husband will
be obliged to get a part of the priecipal
discounted to surve him in his present ne-
cessities ;—pray your Ladyship, who is it
your daughter is to look up to for the pay-
ment of her fortunes, for I promised to car-
1y her back word about it ?” :

<« Damn hel fo;tune, cxclmmcd Sir Ben-
Jjamin, turning up the room,

These W01ds werea sufficient explanation
to Mrs. O’Rouke. < Oh it is yourself, is it,
that is answerable for the property ?” she
said. “ Aye, Ms. Dimick is your wife, and
it is all right and natural that it should be
s0; Mrs. Block and myself might have
known as much if we had takena minute’s re-

fleGtion.”
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Lady Buckhurst spoke next,  Whata sad
ﬂnnO‘It 1s,” she e\clalmed “ that Mr. Leu-
witzer should happen to be out of the king-
dom just now ;—what would I give that I
had him here to consult him upon what is
best to be done in this perplexing bu-
« siness.”

" «'What is best to be done,” echoed the
Knight, « why, if Amica is not your daugh-
ter, turn her out of the house ;—what should
be done with an impostor #” )
~ “ Buthow am I to prove whether she is
‘my daughter or not?” returned her Lady-
ship, “that is the difficulty; and if even I
find at last that she is not my child, I have
10w so long been accustomed io think of her |
as if she were, that I shall feel a good deal
on her account as well as my own.”

Owing to the interest of the subjett they
bad been discussing, the time had slipped im-
perceptibly away, and the butler now entered
the drawing room, inquiring ofher Ladyship,
“ Whether the dinner might be put upon the
table 2~ 2 "

“ Bless me!” cried Lady Buckhurst,
“is it dinner time >—I'm sure I can’t eat a
morsel,”

3 .
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““ How should you -eat while you are so
flustered ?** exclaimed Mrs. O’Rouke, “ Let
it be put back awhile till you. send for your
own daughter home to you, and you'll
eat comfortably enough when she comes tosit
‘down at the same table.” -

* Her Ladyship’s soul recoiled at the idea of -
Mis. Fiapithe milliner, the
down at the same table with her, as her ac-
knowledged daughter; butif her daughter.
she really were, what alternative had she ?
Sir Benjamin felt equally reluétant to behold
her one of his table guests ; it was true that
hie had more than once paid visits to her, and
her nominal mother; but gentlemen often
pay visits which they would not on any
account wish the parties thus honoured to

, sithing

“return.

A long pause ensucd
suddenly broke it by exclaiming, “1 have
a thought just come into my head; to be
sure it is but a thought, butit is pessible that
it may help us out of this difficulty.”—=5he
rose from her chair— I shan’t be gone
long,” she said, as she moved towards the
door; and as she left the apariment, she
added, © How all this will hurry and flurry

Tady Buckhurst
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that poor girl Amica, but since it must be,
it must be.”—She immediately proceeded to
Amica’s chamber, whom she found dressing
‘for dinner ;—Amica perceived on the coun-
tenance of Lady Buckhurst the expression
of an agitation of mind far different to
* the ire which had animated her features-when
she had left her in the breakfast apartment ;
and her surprise was excited by her Ladyship
exclaiming, “ Shew me the top of your arm,
Amica; praj let me see the top part of your
arm.”

‘As Amica was in the aét of changing her
gown, her Ladyship followed her words by
instantly making an investigation of her left
arm ; the countenance of Lady Buckhurst
fell as she examined it; she moved hastily
round to the other side of Amica, and bav-
ing examined her right arm with the same
earnestness and attention which she had
done her left, in scarcely intelligible ac~
cents she said, “Then you are not my
child, indeed ; you have never been inf)cula-
fed, and my Amy was inoculated when she
was eighteen months old: Lord have mercy
upon me, Ifeel sick and ill, and almost fit
to die 1” :

D A ..
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‘The words of Lady Bucknurst struck ﬂm
heart of Amlca like an ele@ncal shock a
faint 0‘lddmess selzed her, and catchmfr
hold of the back of the chan mto Whlcht
Lady Buckhurst had sunk for support, she
exclaimed,” “Not your child, Madam!
Oh tell me whose dauwhter am I then !”

““That’s more than I know,” replied her
Ladyship, “but who do you think my
daughteris?> Why that creature ; Heaven for-
give me for calling my own child a creature
—Why, she that was N[rs.‘Flap —don |
you pity me? yes, I'm sure you must pity
me.” '

It was with the greatest dificulty that
Lady Buckhurst could keep off a fainting
fit—Lenox entered the apartment, and
brought a glass of water to her relief; and
some minutes after she had swallowed it, she
began to give the asionished, and tongue-tied
Amica, something like an account of the
dreadful explanation which had that morn-
ing taken place between herself and Mirs,
O’Rouke.

In the mean wk'e Sir Benjamin had as-
cended brimful of the strange intelligence to
the chamber of his son ;—and Mrs. O'Rouke
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moreable to do any thing than to remain si-
lent, repeated her story to the butler, whom
~ accident had %ed to her into the drawmg
room, and whom she detained as the au-‘
“ditor of the wonders she was eager to re-
late.

Scarcely, therefore, was Amica become ac-
quainted with the sudden change which
had taken place in her circumstances, ere
the house rang with the incredible intelli-
gence of P/Irs. Flap the ' milliner having
turned out to be Lady Buckhurst’s daugh-
. der. =

Although Colonel Buckhurst had out of
«consideration to the aggrandizement of hls
family, given up the idea of making Amlca.
his wife, still his admiration of her person
was not less strong than it had been at the
anoment he had desired to become her hus-
band ; and no sooner did he gather from
the hps of his father, the apparent proof of
her not being the lost daughter of Lady
Buckhurst, than his fertile imagination im-
mediately filled him with hopes that from
this dlscovery might proceed a possxblhty
of his still enjoying the possession of her
«charms, and he instantly represented to Sir

D5

v
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Benjamin, that unless Amica could produce

_any stronger proof of her being Lady Buck-

hurst’s child, than Mrs. O'Rouke had ad-
vanced to the contrary, it became him in:

-stantly to dismiss her from his house; as it
~was impossible to say whether by suffering
_herto remain in it longer he might not be
~-giving his proteiion to the child of beggary

- and disgrace.

- Ever ruled by the opinions of his son,

~Sir Benjamin instantly rushed out into

the gallery, and called loudly about him,

. inquiring where Lady Buckhurst was to

- be found ? He was informed that she was in

Amica’s chamber ; and he sccordingly pro-

- geeded thither to her.

" The disrespect which our knight consider-
ed Amica to have shewn to his son in her
refusal of his hand ; and also the want of
regard which she had testified fer his own
‘interest, by refusing to ally herself with
Bir Jasper W ormeaien, an alliance which
she knew him so earnestly to desire ; had 1315-

X
q

.ed in his heart against her, a degree ofi're-
sentment which he did not feel by any means
displeased at being furnished with an oppor-
tumty for displaymc ; and entering her
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chamber with the step of authonty, and the
wrmkled brow of pride and passion, be
said, Well, my Lady, have yot'been able
1o get any insight into the truth of this busi-
“ness from that.”
. What epithet he would have bestowed on
Amica, to whom the emphatic that referred,
is uncertain, for Lady Buckhurst interrupt-
ed him by saying, < Oh yes, yes; whoever-
18 my daughter, Amica is not; for she
has never been inoculated, and my Amy”—
«Qh, she is not?” cried Sir Benjamin, in
his turn interrupting her; « then Madam,”
turning to Amica, “ you are an impostor;
but I shall setile the business with Mr. Leu-
witzer, as it may be possible he did not
let you see as far into the mill-stone as he
was able to look himself, so I give you
two hours to pack up before you start;
and if yeu choose a mouthful of victualsbe-
fore you go, you have my leave to go down
into the kitchen and ask forat.”
<« No, not to-night, don’t send her away
to-night,” cried Lady Buckhurst, _consi-
der in two uours more 1t wnl be qulte
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¢She’s a ‘dark charadier herself,” rejoined
*Sir Benjamin, “so she can’t quarrel with
the dark ;—and go she shall.”

During these sentences Amica had fre-
quently attempte& to speak, but they hall
‘been uttered with so great vehemence and
volubility, that she had mot been able to
make herself heard, at length she said, <“Fear
not my stay, Sir; as I am no longer the
daughter of Lady Buckhurst, worldsshould
not bribe me to be one unnecessary tmoment
dependent ‘on the generosity of Sir BenJa-
min.”’

¢« Zounds ! what a spirit for a girl that
has just been reduced to such an humilia=

tion 7 exclaimed the knight; “however,
Madam, let me advise you to behave with
civility, lest T should think proper to ar=
‘gest you for the expences of your main-
tenance since you have lived in this house,
with which I now intend to charge your
friend Mr. Leuwiizer,” and with these
weords he beunced out of the room.

“Gentle as was the soul of Amica, her spirit
was too proud to reply to such gross and
aunmerited indignities; and she addressed
Lenox, requesting her to assist her in mak-
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fng a bundle of a few articles which were
necessary to her immediate use.

Lady Buckhurst comprehended the feel-
ings ‘of both Amica and her husband ; and
‘ivretrhed as she felt herself, she still gave
some portion of her thoughts to the unfor-
tunate girl whom the day before she had
~ considered as her child.—« Why where will
you go ?” she said, seeing her employed
in preparing for her departure. “Shall I
‘beg of Sir Benjamin to let you stay here one -
night longer ?” ‘

“Pardon me, Madam,” replied Amica,
“ but after the insulting manner in which
Sir ‘Benjamin this morning at breakfast
‘spoke of my first proteftor, Mr. Leuwitzer,
I should think myself unworthy ‘of ,enjoyi_
ing his future affeGtion, were I to acceptsuch
‘afavour, if even it were offered to my ac-
‘ceptance, from the man who aspersed his un-
sullied charater, now thebond which once
-constrained -me to remain a member of his
family has -ceased to exist.—Whilst I De-
lieved you my mother, I felt'an obligation
to endure, for your sake, many disagrecable
‘points in the conduét of Sir Benjamin
-and his'son, which I suffered -to swwound my

v
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feelings in silence ;—that obligation is now
at an end.”——

' << Ah, you don’t care for me, I see you
don’t,” cried Lady Buckhurst, interrupting
her. < I believe you loved me till I asked
you to marry Sir Jasper ; I meant it all
for your good, indeed I did ;—don’t part
from me in anger, pray don’t, for indeed I
fear 1 can’t love her that I am called upon
to acknowledge as my daughter half so
well as” —Her Ladyship began to sob
and weep, and her tears choaked her utter-

ance. v

« T wish you happy, indeed I do, Ma-~
dam,” said Amica, taking her hand, and
giving it a friendly pressure ; I am perform-
ing an afl of justice In ceding my place
in your affeGiions to your real child ; and
I hope she will repay you by her fu-
ture conduét for your present anxiety.”

« Qh dear, I fear not! I fear not;” re.
plied her Ladyship,  but where will yon

559

« Although Mr. Leuwitzer is not in
‘England, I shall meet with a kind reception
at his honse in Richmond, from his old
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house-keeper, Mrs. Sarah, I am certain,” re-
turned Amica. :

Do you think so?” rejoined Lady Buck-

hurst; T am glad to hear that, very glad.
“~Have you any money ? take these three se-
ven shilling pieces, pray do.”

Amica replied that she had sufficient mo-
ney to defray her expences to Richmond, and
infinitely more than sufficient for that pur-
pose ;——as her Ladyship was on the point
of speaking again, the voice of Sir Benja-
min was heard in a tone of fierceness, cal-

. ling to her to come down. “T must go,” she
said, “all this work has made him so cross,
- T tremble to think what wiil be the end of it,
God bless you, and if the three seven-
shilling” :

Sir  Benjamin called again more loudly
and angrily than before, and she was obliged
- 4o hurry dewn stairs,
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CHAPTER IV.

The conduéi of a Divine proved not to Dhe
“Divine conduét.

a
1 HE economy with which Lady Buck-
hurst conduéled her establishment in all
matters where it was possible to economisé
witheut injury to the appearance she wished
to preserve in the eye of the world, had
«caused her to keep only one waiting-wo-
“aman, who alted as the joint servant of her
daughter and herself ;——Amica’s bundle
being packed, she put into the hand of
Aenox a couple of guineas as a remune-
ration for the services she had received at
her hands in the course of the winter, and
desired her to request any one of the male
servants who could at that time be best
spared, to procure hera coach, andsce her
in safety to the Richmond stage.

Had not Amica by her 1egu1arly affable
scondudl rendered herself a:favounte with the
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domestics of the family, this present was
sufficient to make Lenox at least her friend.
—< Thank you, Madam,” said Lenox, as she
pocketed the gold, “and send you happy
wherever you go ;—whoever your mother is,
I am no christian, if she ain’t a real and
. true lady ; one may judge of her gentility
by your kind and genteel manners ;—and L,
-and many of us below, have always said we
thought you too good a great deal to be the
daughter of suchan old nip as my lady,—
but she’ll be finely mistaken if she thinks 'l
‘wait on such a creter as Mrs. Flap, let her
be whose daughter she may.—As true as you
are alive Miss, she was one of the most 4m-
modestest women in all London when she
kept the milliner’s shop in Bond-street; and
what’s more, her carrifter isso well known,
that it is no scandal to speak one’s opinion of
her.*

“I hope she will reform now then,” said
Amica ; ¢ pray lose no time in carrying down
my message, lest I should be too late for the
slage.”

“Stage !” cried Lenox in accents of com-
miseration, “gou have more right to 2 coach
and four, than some folks I could name, have

2
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to a pudding cart,” and with these words she
left the room,

The few moments of solitude which suc-
ceeded filled Amica’s mind with the most se-
rious refleétions. “Not the daughter of Lad'y
Buckhurst,” she* considered, “whose child
am I then ?—Perhaps I shall descend to the
grave in ignorance of my parents.—But how
blest is my present orphan state in that kind
prote&ior whom I regard and love with equal
veneration as it would be possible for me to do
a real father |”—The agitation of her mind
was $o great, that she was almost incapable
of analyzing her feelings, and scarcely knew
whether she were grieved, or not, at being
released from her supposed affinity to a wo-
man whose principles and whose ideas were
so entirely opposite to her own.—¢ How
great a struggle,” she refleted,  did it cost
Mr. Leuwitzer, to resign me to the protec-
tion of this supposed parent! how great a
delight will he then experience at my resto-
ration to his parental care!” A smile suc-
cceded this idea.—Whatever gave Mr. Leu-
witzer pleasure, she had so long been accus-
tomed to consider in the light of happiness
to herself, that every lingering shadow of re-

(*
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Juéance to quit Lady Buckhurst vanished
under the impression.

At the expiration of about twenty mi-
nutes, Lenox returned with information that :
there was a coach at the door, and that
Sam had promised to attend her into Picca-
dilly, “ but,” added Lenox, < though all
my fellow servants agree with me in admir-
ing ' your spirit in quitling the premises
after the treatment you have met with, we
can’t bear you should go in the stage ; do
pray Miss, go your journey in a po-shay.”
./ Amica thanked Lenox for the interest she
expressed 1n her comfort, and said, « that
she considered she should be much safer ina
public vehicle, which contained a number
of passengers like the Richmond coach, and
where it was probable that she should at least
meel as many eivil as uncivil companions,
- than travelling alonc in a chaise in the
dark.” :

Followed by Lenox, who carried her bun-
dle, she now quitted her chamber; in- the
sallery she was met by a tall, thin, male
fizure, habited in a rusty black suit, and
who looked the prototype of famine and
graft; with a grin, and abow, he reguested

)
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her to honor him with five minutes con-
versation.

¢ Idon’t know you, Sir,” was her reply 5
< who are you?” .
“ Your beiter genius,”’ he answered, and
taking her hand he led her forcibly into a
dressing room, by the open door of which she
had met him, “ I come to you, commission-
ed by Colenel Backhurst,” . he coniinued,
 who feels extremely for your unfortunate
situation—He entreats you will not think of
going into an empty house ‘at Richnmond,
but allow me to conduét you to an elegant
suite of apartments, which he hired about a
month ago for himself in New Bond-street.
"This fifty pound bill ke has given me to defray
your present expences; and he desires me fur-
ther to add, that assoon as he is able to leave
his chamber, he will fiy upon the wings of
adoration to visit you; He will not desert you.
though his fumily may,s,—Th‘ese words were
accompanied by significant nods and winlks,
and an occasional emphasis, which could
not fail to convey to the senses of Amica the
designs of the Colonel, who entertained
" the audacious hope- of reducing her mind
svith her circumstances; and fully convinced
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ker of the infamy of the pander whom he
had employed for that purpose.
~ The Colonel had no sooner heard that in
consequence of his advice Amica was about
i be driven from his father’s house as an im-
postor; than, acquainted thatshe had at that
time no Mr, Leuwitzer to fly to for pro-
teGtion, and judging that in her want of an
asylum to shelter her friendless head, his
offers of service might, in the greatness of her
difficulties be accepted as a last resource
against being turned a wanderer abroad;
unable himself to quit his chamber, or to
wiite, lie instantly dispatched a messenger
to call into his presence Mr. Demur, to
whom he delegated the business of making
known to her his friendly inclinations. He
it was who thus unexpeétedly accosted our
heroine, and who in the warmth of his zeal
for the accomplishment of his patron’s wish-
cs, expressed himself at the first moment
of his self-introduétion to her, in terms too
plain to suffer her to hesitate a moment
upon the grossness of the insult which
he had been commissioned to offer her.

 Tell your employer,” replied Amica,
assuming from circumstance a dignity and

9
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courage unknown to her before, ““ that I have
now received a decisive proof to convince
me of the justice of the opinion I ever en-
tertained of the baseness of his heart; and
“ for yourself, be thankful that your name
is not known to me, as I have fnends
who would esteem me guilty in suffering
a monster like you to escape their pumish-
ment.” it

Having concluded this scitence, she dart-
ed out of the apartment, from. which the
efforts of the human-shaped serpent were
unable to prevent her departure; and catch-
ing hold of the bannisters, she began to :
descend the stairs—Lenox was still at her
heels, and it appeared that she had overhcard
the conversation which had just passed, for
the moment they were both upon the stairs,
she said, ¢ I can tell you'who 1tis, Miss; it 18
Mr. Demur the ‘turney, that does '111 the
Colonel’s dirty work.” “,'
 « Dirty work, indeed,” echoed the lips of
Amica, almost without the comsent of her
heart; and as she proceeded, she added, < Can
it be possible for me to regret quitting such a
house as this ?” ;
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% No, that I am sure 1t can’t,”” was an-
swered from several voices: Amica looked
up on hearing these sounds, and beheld all
the servants colleéled in the hall to bid her
farewcll

Cee But don’t let it fret you, Ma’am,” cried
the house-kecper, « thank Heaven you have
a good friend in the German gentleman ; he
is a gentleman that knows how to .conduét
himself like a gentleman, and that is more
than you ever find upstarts able to do.”

¢«« No, no,” cried the old coachman, “1I
once lived with a Lord, but his family had
been Lords from generation to generation ;
and mercy upon us how differently he be-
haved to what your new-made titled folks
do !—they have beenwsed to nothing as it
should be, ‘and therefore they don’t know
what to order, or what to expect.”

However true the matter contained in these
sentences, they were by no means gratifying
to Amica, as they displayed duplicity of
heart in the utterers, who were receiving
wages and maintenance from the very ob-
Je€ls of their abuse ;—she was, however un-
willingly, obliged to hear what was said
whilst distributing amongst them her fare-



72 £ HUMAN BEINGS.

well presents; and having done this, she got
into the coach, : :

On arriving at the White Horse cellar,
‘Sam informed her that the Richmond stage
was already there, and upon the point of set-
ting out; but that there was a vacant place
in it which was at her service ; she accord-
ingly gave her attendant his fee, and took her
seat in the stage-coach :—her companions
were all silent, and their silence allowed her
~ to indulge in her refleétions without inter-
ruption ; a confusion of ideas met in her
brain, and amongst the number one was pre-
dominant which gave her pain ;—arguing
from what had passed between Lady Della-
val and herself at their last meeting, she felt.
alarm lest: her birth Deing  again ren-
dered uncertain, should cause her Ladyship
to retract her promise of alling towards the
happiness of herself and Maurice Stanton ;
and she was acquainted with a reason why
Lady Dellaval’s assent to their union was of
the utmost importance to them both.

On reaching the village of Mortlake the
coach stopped before the public-house to de-
liver parcels, and one of the passengers com-
plaining of cold, got out to takea ‘glass of
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- brandy and water ;—during his absence a
horse was heard to plunge violently by the
side of the coach, and at last to kick one of
the wheels of the carriage, upon which acci-
dent an altercation took place between the
rider of the animal and the coachman.

When the gentleman who had been visit-
ing the bar of the public-house returned, his
fellow passengers inquired of him, whether
any damage had been done to the wheel ; and
whether he knew who had been the rider of
the horse, as they conjeétured it to have been
some gentleman by the manner in which the
coachman had addressed him.

To the first of these qusetions, he replied
~ in the negative; to the second he answered,
~ “That it was a gentleman well known in
the neighbourhood, a clergyman at Rich-
mond, of the name of Valmont; who was a
great jockey, and who had just then been
mounted upon a spirited horse which had
taken alarm at a wheel-barrow of straw that
stood in the road.”

Amica gave an involuntary start at the
sound of his name ; and felt extremely thank-
ful that she had not encountered him.

Vor. III. E
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- When the coach entered Richmond, she
for the first time spoke, inquiring, what
o’clock it was ?—She was informed that it was
considerably past nine—she had eaten no
dinner, and although not hungry, she began
to feel the want of her regular meal; she
was faint and rather sick, which latter sensa-
tion she atiributed to having been carried

along for a length of time in an epposite di-
~ re€tion to what she had ever been accustom-
ed to before. o

On alighting from the coach she found the
night to be extremely dark, and a thick sleet
to be falling; she looked around her for a
conduétor to the house of Mr. Leuwitzer,
and perceiving a lad with a lanthorn who
appeared unemployed, she offered him a
shilling to carry her bundle and shew her
light. ]

He readily accepted her terms, and a few
minutes brought her to the well known
house ; she ran up the steps, and knocked at
the door; some time elapsed, and as it was
not answered, she knocked again; still no
one came, and a third time she repeated her
knock: in a few minutes an upper sash was.
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« thrown' up in the adjoining house, and a
voice called out, “ Who’s that? if you want
any body at that house, theles nobody at
home.”

“Is not Mrs. Sarah at home ?” demanded
Amica.

¢ What, Mrs. Sarah Oakes?” replfe_d the
voice ; “mno she’s not at home, she is gone
into the country to visit her’ relations; ‘and
the other maid is gone to a fair, and won’t
be back till the morning,” and with this in-
formation the head of the speaker was drawn
in, and the sash pulled down.

“ Good Heavens!” exclaimed Amica, -
 what shall I do ?” and with her hand still
~upon the knocker, she stood for some mo-
ments motionless and silent.

“ Have you done with me, Ma’am, pray ?”
asked her conduétor, as she did not speak or

stiz.

“ Ok no, no,” cried Amica, hastily turning
round, “ pray don’t leave me, I know not
whither to go, nor what to do ;”—here she

paused, for she perceived that the figure of a
man upon whom féll the light of the lant-
horn which was borne by her conduétor, was

E2
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Sldney Valmont, who was standmg"%bserv-
ing her through his glass. _ :

“ Sacre Dieu!” cried- Valmont, © can it
be possible > can I believe my eyes?” and
advancing towards Amica he inquired from
what cause he beheld her in so sirange a
situation.

Circumstanced as she was, it would haye
been impossible for Amica to have evaded
this question had she been so inclined ;— Mr.
Leuwitzer was out of the kingdom ; it must,
therefore, be evident to Sidney Valmont; that
she could have no motive but necessity, for
visiting his house at that hour in the even-
ing, and attended only as she then was;—
ber reply accordingly was such as revealed
the truth, though it did not immediately de-
clare it. ““She was,” she said, “ under the
absolute necessity of quitting Sir Benjamin’s
house, and she had hoped —.”

Valmont interrupted her, “ Under the
absolute necessity of quitting the protec-
tion of your mother I he exclaimed.

« No, not my mother; Lady Buckhurst |
is not my mother,” replied Amica.

" 'Valmont’s surprise and inquiries increased,
and a few subsequent sentences made him ac-
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quaintéd w1th the whole truth :— And have
they been so inhuman as to drive you from
them upon this discovery ? Les barbares !”
he'demanded.
> answered Amica, ‘“ not exaéily

%0 ; it was my own choice immediately to quit
. a house where I considered myself, and did
not doubt that others likewise considered me,
as an intruder ; —1I felt secure in meeting that
asylum under the roof of my protettor’s
dwelling, which the absence of his servants
denies me.”

“ No, no,

Valmont said that he was just returned
from London, and blessed his fates that his
visit to the livery stables where his horses
were kept, and from which he was Nnow re-
turning, had led him so critically to her
assistance ; he begged that she would put
herself immediétely under his protection,
and allow him to find her a lodgmoP for the
'nwht

“‘Amica’s heart recoiled at tbe idea of trust-
ing herself to the proteGiion of Sidney Val-
mont; although he had ever treated her with
personal respeét, yet there was a degree of
110htness, ‘of insincerity in his charaéter,

E 3 3
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which rendered her unwilling to commit her-
self to his care.—But alone, in the open
street, in'a dark night, what could she do Pt
 Oh that Mrs. Aélon were-still living in
Richmond!” she cried :— Valmont had fre-
guently heard of Mis. Adlon, and replied,
«“ Don’t you recollett Mrs. Powell, Mrs.
Aéton’s most intimate friend ? she now lives
in the house which Mrs. Aéton used to in-
habit; her’ husband is my clerk ; they let a
couple of rooms as lodgings in the summer;
do you think ybu could manage to pass one
night with comfort to yourself beneath their.
roof ? and in the morning, if Mirs. Oalkes does
not return to admit you into Mr. Leuwitzer’s
house, I will conduét you to the proteéhon
of Mrs. Aéion.”

¢« Is it not possible that I should go this
very night to Mrs. Afton’s ?” asked Amica.

Valment replied, ¢ That it undoubtedly
was possible, but that it would be attendéd
with great difficulty, for that to his certain
-knowledge the Richmond chaises were all;(f ut;
—that it would be very late before they re-
turned home, and that the morning would
be advancing before the retu&d horses
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could be sufficiently rested to set out again ; _
but that if she wished it, he would still give
direttions to have the first which came home
reserved for her, and would accompany her to
London let the hour be what it might.”
Upon a moment’s refleGtion, Amica pre-
 ferred the idea of sleeping at Mrs. Powell’s
to travelling a dozen miles either with Sidnéy
Valmont, or alone, in the dead of the night;
she perfetily remembered Mrs. Powell; at
the time of her living in Richmond, her hus-
band had been a shoe-maker of respeétabi- -
-lity ; and she consented to go to her house,
dire¢ling her attendant with his lanthorn not
to leave her till she had reached it, and pro-
mising him an additional reward for his
trouble. T
Less than five minutes brought them to the
house, and the opening of the door disco-
vered Mrs. Powell and her husband at sup-
per; they direétly recognised Amica; and
the respeét in which Mr. Leuwitzer was held
in thie place, added to the relative situation as
elerk in which Mr. Powell stood to Val-
mont, rendered the good couple extremely
alert in rbﬁ-ring themselves for'the accom-
~ modation of their unexpeéted lodger.
) E 4

2
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Mrs. Powell desired her to sit down by
their fire till she had lighted her one in the
parlour ; and Valmont placed her a chair;
Amica received it with thanks, and returning
him her acknowledgement for the service he
had been of to her, requested that she might
not any longer detain him; she said, she
doubted not but she should pass her night
very comfortably where she was, and that in
ihe morning if Mrs. Oakes did not return,
she should procure a chaise and go to Mis.
Aéton’s.

Valmont promised to make every inquiry
for her concerning Mr. Leuwitzer’s house-
'keeper, and if he found that her return was

not immediately to be expeéted, to escort her
| himself to the proteGiress under whose care
she wished to place herself.
‘; His condué towards her had on this even-
ing been so extremely respeGiful, and even
kind, so unlike what she had supposed Val-
mont capable of, that she felt a reluctance to
confess that she had rather proceed to London
in the morning without him ; and, therefore,
resolving to_trust the event to any chance
that might then arise in favour of her inclina-
tion, she suffered him to depart without ac-
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cepting, or declining his offer of future ser-
vice. : ;

Amica felt herself oppressed by cold, by
fatizue, ‘and by a want of nourishment, and
requested her hostess to make her some tea ;
Mis. Powell was all attention and respect ;
. and assuring Amica that her best bed was well
aired, for that it had been slept in two nights
before by her husband’s brother, she made her
some excellent tea, with which she procured
her a ham sandwich, and then attended her
to her chamber.

Sleep for some time refused to visit her,
the wanderings of her agitated mind drove
off its approaches ;—how differently was she
this' night lodged to what she had been on
the preceding one; but how blest was she
in the possession of such a friend, a more
than father, as Mr. Leuwitzer ; his image
was the pleasing vision on which her imagi-
nation principally rested; a considerable
portion of it however was given to Mau-
rice Stanton.—Lady Dellaval also entered
her mind ; and she felt not a little gratitude
to Sidney Valmont for his kindness that
evening ; his exertions in her cause had un-
doubtedly not been very great individually

Ed s
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considered, but according to the opinion
which she had ever entertained of him,
they had been great indeed ; at length sleep
closed her eyes, and while we leave her to
the enjoyment of her repose, we have a few
words to say of Sidney Valmont. «
Besides the borough of Pliable, the Worm- .
eaten family had in their gift a church living
of nearly three hundred a year.—In a party
in the neighbourhood of Richmond, where
Sidney Valmont was supping a couple of
evenings before his rencontre with Amica, he
had heard that the present incumbent of this
living, who was an extremely old man, was

- very ill, and supposed to be at the point of

death. , ,
- This information gladdened the heart of

Sidney; he believed that through his inti-
macy with Lady Dellaval, he should stand a
very excellent chance of Sir Jasper’s presen-
tation, provided he presented himself in time
as a petitioner for the situation ; and accord-
ingly resolving not to lose an hour in prefer-
ing his suit, he galloped off on the follow-

ing morning, immediately after breakfast, to
London.—Just as he reached Portman
Square he saw a post chariot and four drive

«
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away from the door of Lady Dellaval’s
house, and when he knocked and enquired
whom it contained, he was not a little sur-
prised to find, that Lady Dellaval herself
was going out of town in it for some time;
-and not a little disappointed at losing in
. her his mediatrix with her father.

However we have already seen that al-
though of noble Welch blood, Valmont’s cir-
cumstances were such as to render it conve-
nient to him to lose nothing for want of
asking, and to this end he obtained an mter-
' view with the Baronet.

Sir Jasper supported the true charaéter of
a great man who has a favour at his disposal,
by talking a great deal, though he said no-
thing, and raising those hopes which he had
~ not the least intention of realizing. '

Valmont had all his life moved in circles
where he had seen flattery a most efficacious.
weapon in the hands of those who had a de=
sired point to carry, and he wielded it as he
believed in.a most skilful manner over the sen~
' ses of the Baronet.—Ile praised his taste, his
dress, his dancing, and lastly, (for Lady
Buckhurst had taken ecare to publish the Ba-

: E 6
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ronet’s predileétion for her supposed daugh-
ter) he extolled Amica, as the most fascinat-
ing female ‘whom he had ever beheld; but
studiously avoided a word which might in-
form Sir Jasper that he was acquainted with
his passion for her ; judging that such a disco-
very on the part of the old beau, might ren-

+ der him suspicious of all the adulative decla-
rations to which he had for the space of
three hours been alternatively pledging his
soul and his honor.

Touch but the chord which vibrates to the
heart, and flattery is delicious to the ears of
even those who have some idea that it is flat-

’ tery they are listening to; that is, if their
mindsbe not of that strong nature of which
the world is well off, ifit can boast that one
out of everyhundred of the human beings :
which it contains, is possessed.— The
sound of Amica’s name coupled with every
enchanting grace, and every bewitching de- :
sire, poured milk and honey through the
veins of Sir Jasper, and as he listened, he
began to approve her approver, and to con-
fess his flame ; and before Valmont and he
parted, be promised with some degree of
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sincerity, ~to give him the preference to
several other petitioners for the living
whom he named to him; but leaving it
doubtful whether there might not be some-
body else whom he might still place before
him. Sy

On 'leaving the Baronet, Valmont pro-
ceeded to Tattersall’s for his profession of
divinity did not prevent his dealing in
horse-flesh also ; here he purchased a hun-
ter, and was trotting home upon his bargain
at' the time he ‘overtook the Richmond
“stage :—Having safely lodged his new pur-
chase in a livery stable at Richmond, and
seen him served with a hot mesh, for manya
man will attend upon his horse at supper
who would not trouble himself to throw a
crust to an hungry child ; he was returning
to his own lodgings, when he discovered
Amicaupon the steps before Mr. Leuwiizer’s
house. s

Impelled, equally by curiosity to learn
what could be the cause of his beholding her
In so strange a situation; and by a sense of"
that protection which is due to every female
In circumstances of distress; he offered
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himself as her protector to Mrs. Powell’s,
But no sooner was he acquainted with her
present friendless state, than he was struck
with the execrable idea of rendering her cir-
cumstances subservient to his own interest.
He considered, that Sir Jasper had in 2ll
probability, only entertained the idea of mar-
rying Amica, because, being too violently
m love with her person, not to use every
means for obtaining possession of it, he had
had recourse to the only method by which he
could expect to make the daughier of Lady
Buckhurst his.—He considered that a man '
of Sir Jasper’s charatter would doubtless be
better pleased to possess her ‘on any terms
than those of marriage ; and he passed the
night in reflecting whether there were no
means by which he might render himself
instrumental in accomplishing this end for
the Baronet; and make a demand of the
living in return for his services.—He ap-
plauded his own idea; buthe perceived that
it required infinite finesse to bring it to bear;
because he saw it very essential to his own
charafler and safety, if he undertook it at
all, to conduet it in such a manner as i0
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shield himself from appearing to have had
any concern in its perpetration. He feared
the laws of his country; and he feared still
more falling under the just resentment of
Mr. Leuwitzer; for however the libertine
may deride the sedate principles of the man
. of undeviating worth, he still feels the awe
with which steady virtue never fails to strike
the mind of vice, although he may refuse
openly to acknowledge such an impression
to be made upon his. s
“ And is this a clergyman!” methinks
‘T hear some of my readers exclaim, who
living thgmselves in honest purity of heart,
believe other Human Beings to be what
they appear, and to act consistently with
their professions ;— Does our author draw
an infamous trait of this nature in, the cha-
racter of a clergyman,‘and still profess to
represent men as they are ?” Yes indeed,
gentle reader, he is bold enough to do so,
and to believe that his portrait does not at
all overstep the modesty of nature; that is
the nature of the times; for a very little
observation upon the busy aciors on the
stage of life, has taught him that an observ-
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ance of the duties of religion is no more to
be expected from a ‘man ‘because he has
assumed clerical orders, than sound wisdom
from the various sects of new philosopﬁe’rs‘,
Those days of excellence are past (which if
we do not believe to have existed, we give
the lie to those good old folks who are diffuse
in expatiating on the degeneracy of the
present age) when men were selected for
their professions according to their abilities,
and acted strenuously up to their voluntary
undertakings ; now the scarlet coat, the gold
headed cane, the long robe, and the cassock
are all assumed, not with regard to the public
utility, but to private advantage.—All do you
say ?”’ again calls out my honest reader.
““ Yes all” replies the bold author, but do not
misunderstand his adoption of the word;
when he says that all these professions are
assumed at times by human beings who have
no regard to ensuring their credit by their
own private conduct as members of them ;.
he is far from intending to convey an idea
that there are not still many professors of them
all, whos steady and brilliant principles add
lustre to the cause in which they are em-
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CHAPTER V.

The Lodging House.

]IN the morning a deep snow covered the
ground ; Amica awoke atan early hour, and
as soon as 1t was light, she heard her host
and hostess stirring. It slill snowed heavily,
and the fall during the night had been so
considerable, that Mr. Powell’s first employ-
ment was to clear it away from before the
door of his house in order to make 2 passage.
into the street.

Mirs. Powell entered Amica’s chamber,
and telling her that she knew her to be awake
by having heard her cough, begged her not
to think of getting up, till she had prepared
her a comfortable fire to come to in the par-
lour, for that it was a perishing morning, and
that she would be starved to death in her
cold house, if she left her bed before there
was a good fire ready to receive her.

Amica complied with the request of hLer
hostess, and when Mrs. Powell at length

«
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called her to breakfast, she requested her to
ask her husband to go to the house adjoin-
ing to Mr. Leuwitzer’s, and make inquiry
of its inhabitants, when Mrs, Sarah Oakes
was expected to return;—If her arrival in
the course of a day or two were certain, she
entertained some idea of rather awaiting
 her coming where she was, than proceeding
“to take up her abode in the lodging-house
of Mrs. Acton, as she considered that in the
quiet dwelling of Mr. and Mrs. Powell, she -
should be more free from observation and
interruption than she could be in a house of
that public nature in the metropolis, even
under the protection of Mrs. Acton.
In the course of half an hour Mr. Powell
" returned with information that Mrs. Oakes |
was gone into Somersetshire, and not expett- |
ed home yet in ten days; and that the snow
would effectually prevent the return of the
maid servant, as she was to have walked home
from her brother’s, about seven miles off.
Amica had no alternative; she according-
" ly requested Mr. Powell once more to be her
messenger, and to go to an inn and order
her a post chaise to convey her to London ;
it was already nearly eleven o’clock, and
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she therefore desired him to beg that 1t might
arrive as soon as possible.

Mr. Powell’s embassy ‘was fruitless : he
learnt that every post horse kept in' the town
was out, except one pair, and these were
already'bespoken.——-Scarcely had he delivered
this intelligence to Amica, ere Sidney Val-
mont entered the house, and having over-
heard Mr. Powell’s words as he ascended the
stairs, his first address to Amica was to in-
form her that the single pair of horses which
were at home, had been reserved by his order,
for her use.

Amica offered bim her thanks, and beg-
ged he would add to the obligations under
which she already lay to him, by dispatching
a message to order the chaise immediately to
the door.

When it arrived, Valmont declared him-
self resolute in accompanying her: she be-
sought him not to give himself any further
trouble on her account, but he would not
be shaken from his purpose, and followed her
into the chaise. .

Previously to his-entering it he had inquir-
ed of Mrs. Powell where Mrs. Acton resided,
and she had given him the best instructions
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she was able for finding her abode; she had
never herself been at Mrs. Acton’s house,
but she knew -that her brother’s name; to
whom the hotel belonged, was Langford,
and that the house was called by his name;
she knew also that it was situated in one of
. the streets branching off from the Strand, and
believed it to be Cecil-street, or Craven-streef,
but/ could not exactly tell which:—Whilst
Amica was tying together her bundle, Sidney
Valmont had run out to give his directions
to'the postboy, and on his return had told
‘ber, that the lad was well acquainted with
Langford’s hotel, which information gave
hergreat pleasure.

Owing to the great quantity of snow which
had fallen, their progress with a single pair
of horses was very slow, and when they reach-
ed Piccadiily, it was already growing dusk ;
the track however was more beaten in the
streets than it had been upon the road, and
they proceeded along more swiftly ; “ We
are now driving into the Strand,” said Val-
mont, when they had quitted the Haymarket,
“ Voyez, there is king Charles,” pointing to
the equestrian statue as he spoke.
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Presently the carriage took a turn 10 the
left, © In this street I fancy is the hotel,” sald
Valmont.

 Surely not,” replied Amica, « I saw
Catherine street at the corner of it.” s

“ You know Mrs. Powell was not quite
certain about the name of the street,” .
returned Valmont. “ I dare say it is Ca-
therine street; you know she said, either
~ Cecil or Craven street, and they all begin
witha C.”

They now stopped before a house over
the door of which the word HoTzL caught
the eye of Amica, and she said, “ Yes, I sup-
pose it must be so.”

Valmont said he would go in, and in-
quire; he let himself out of the chaise,
and ran into the house; in a few minutes
he returned;  Yes,” he cried, ¢ it is
all right; your friend is just stepped
out, but is expected home in a very
few minutes—let me hand you out.”

Amica complied, and lighted by a wait-
er, he led her into a room genteely fur-
nished on the first floor.—After about a
couple of minutes stay, he told her he was
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happy to see her under the roof of a friend ;
that if it was in his power at any future
time to be of the least accommodation to her,
she would give him pleasure by commanding
hisservices; and having said this, he took his
leave. :
~ For about a quarter of an hour Amica
wandered about the apartment; at the expi-
ration of that time, as Mrs. Aéton did not
make her appearance, judging that the wai-
ters in the hurry of business might have for-
gotten to inform her that there was any bedy
waiting for her return, she rang the bell to
inquire. —
Almost immediately a waiter appeared. -
“ Is Mrs. A&8on come back?” Amica
‘would have said, but before she could "
utter the second. word of her sentence,
he interrupted her by replying, “ Not come
yet, Ma’am; let you know the very in-
_stant;” and precipitately retired again.
Full another quarter of an hour passed
away, and again beginning to suppose that
‘her not seeing Mrs. Aélon was caused by
$ome omission on the part of the servants,
she stepped on the outside of the door
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in order to listen whether she could catch
the sound of her voice;—she heard no
sounds but what proceeded from the street;
and on looking around her, she perceived
that she was in a kind of inclosed gallery,
which was lighted by a lamp depend-
ing from the ceiling;—the only door
which she could discover, was one which
from its situation she judged to shut out
the stairs up which she had ascended.

She endeavoured to open it, but was
unable to effet her purpose; the door
she discovered was either locked, or there
was some art in moving the spring with
which she was unacquainted.

After lingering in this passage a few
minutes, she returned into the sitting room,
and was a second time upon the point
of applying her hand to the bell string,
when she heard the door which she
had not been able to open, move back
upon its hinges, and the next moment
the same waiter whom she ha before
seen, made his appearance, “ Now com-
ing up, Ma’am,” he said, and again Te
tired.
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CHAPTER VI
A4 Stranger Introduccd.

WE now return for a while to our friends
Mr. Leuwitzer and Maurice Stanton; a
prosperous voyage, although by no means a
spcedy one, brought them at the end of five
days to Cuxhaven; and afler a night of
repose, for the time of their landing was
late in the evening, they plou,eded to -
Hamburg.

~ Every breast of feeling is capable of draw-
ing for itself the portrait of the widowed mo-
ther weeping over her fatherless children,
and lamenting the untimely death of a beloy-
ed husband; such did Mr. Leuwitzer find
his sister Adelaide: when he entered her.
presence she fell upon his neck, and fora
“considerable time they both contnued unable
to address each other—at lengtn Mrs. Wei-

¢
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mar exclaimed, “ Excellent brother ! how kind
is it in-you: thus to have flown to my sup-
port and relief!” :

Mr. Leuwitzer was no friend to that stoi-
_cism under the privation of our nearest
friends, or dearest relatives, which is- by
some Human Beings termed philosophy ;
but which he could not forbear considering
as a sentiment more closeiy allied to want
of feeling ; and joined with his sister in la--
menting the death of him who had so sudden-
ly been snatched from them.

When their minds had gained some degree
. of composure, he informed her of his in-
tention of carrying. back herseif and her
children with him to England, and receiving
them into Lis own family; intelligence which
Adeluide heard with no less gratitude thin
Joy, for the country which had given birth to
her mother, was the one which she prefer-
ed; and it was perhaps the only idea which
could at that time have communicated a plea-
surable sensation to her heart, to refle it that
herchildren would be reared upen her favoa-
rite soil.

From this subje@ Mr. Leuwitz r proceed-
ed to inquire how the arrangemcus hed
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been made for the funeral of the deceased.
¢ You must have been inadequate to the
undertaking yourself, my dear Adelaide,” said
he, “ bui I suppose you have had the assist-
ance of some friend.” :

« Of a most worthy, a most valued
friend,” she replied. “ Onc who has most
tenderly supplied to me the place of a
brother, since the unhappy” the re-
mainder of her sentence was lost in her

tears.
«« Who is the excellent man,” asked
" Mr. Leuwitzer, * who deserves my grati-
tude for the attentions which he has shewn to
your” ;

«« Heis,” returned Mrs. Weimar, < a native
of my best beloved couniry, an Englishman, |
his name is Forrester ; we became acquainted
with him at the New Spa, where we passed
a few weeks last Spring; and where it so
chanced, that he lodged in the same house
with us.”

Mrs. Weimar proceeded to say that her
husband had been extremely pleased with the
acquaintance which he had formed with the
English stranger, and learning from him
that he intended to pass the ensuing wintes

~
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in the city of Hamburg, had given him a very
warm' invitation to spend as much of his
time as was agreeable to him at his house—
Mr. ‘Forrester: had arrived in Hamburg in
the month of September, and hired apart-
ments in' the same street where they lived,
. acircumstance which had considerably fa-
voured ‘their intimacy ;—Mr, Weimar bad’
shewn him many civiliiies, and he had repaid
them'by his friendly attentions io hersclf since
his death.

She had scarcely concluded her aceount
‘before Mr. Forrester was announced ;—wien
he entered the apartment, Mr. Leuwitzer
perceived in him a tall man of elegant man-
ners, and a handsome person, who appear-
ed about forty-eight or fifty years of age;
he wore his own hair, through which a
‘small quantity of powder had been comb-
ed; and he was dressed entirely in black.

“An introduétion immediately took place,
and in the conversation which ensued, TMr.

Leuwitzer discovered his new acquaintance
~ to be not only a man of a sound understand-
ing, and an enlightened mind, but one whose
every word and aflion were those of the
accomplished gentlen;an:; our benevolent

F 3
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German, who ever considered tenderness of
heart as one of the most meritorious of hu-
man gualities, and whose opinion it likewise
was, that whosoever was deserving of praise:
from the good, was treated by them with
linjustiﬁnbie coldness if he did not receive
their open commendations, expressed with
all the warmth: of unaffefled gratitude to
M. Forrester, the sense of the (')b'igatinh
with which le felt himself impressed by his
friendly condutt to his sister. :
‘Mr. Forrester replied, © Although, Sir, I
Liave now the pleasure of beholding you for
tlie first time, I have long since been acquaint-
ed with your character from the lips of the
amiable Mrs, Weimar; and Ldo not blush fo
confess that I experience a gratification in
Laving performed any attion which merits the
approbation of Mr. Leuwitzer.”
Every arrangement for the funeral of Mr,
V' eimar “had been made by Mr, Forrester,
who had thus relieved his widow from expe-
riencing those soul-harrowing sensations
which must have arisen from her having been
compelied to attend in person Lo 50 affiisting
a business ; accordingly on the succeeding

day the interment, which had been delayed
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till the arrival of Mr. Leuwitzer, that he
might attend it in the charaéler of chief
mourner, as brother in law to the deceased,
took place; Maurice Stanton and Mr, For-
rester likewise followed the corpse to the
grave; and when this day of solemnity
was past, Mr. Leuwitzer began his re-
searches after some confidential person capa-
ble of conducting the concerns of his com-
mercial house.

As Mr. Leawitzer and Mr. Forrester gain-
ed a farther knowledge of each other, tl_le c
latter attached bimself as strongly to. our
good German, as he had before been to his
sister and her deceased husband; and Mr.
Leuwitzer discovered a dejeSiion of spirits
in his new friend, which at their first intro-
dattion to each other, he had supposed to be
caused only by the temporary gloom thrown
over the family in which he was taking
upen himself the part of an ative friend ;
but which he soon found to be habi-
tual,

One evening When they happencd to be
left alone, the conversatign led Mr. Forrester
to remark, that he had now been twelve
years upon the continent without having

F 4
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once visited England in the course of that
time.”

“ Do you then so infinitely prefer every
other country to your native land?” asked
Mr. Leuwitzer.

« Oh no, by no means,’ rephed Mr. For-
rester, ‘“but there are causes existing which
would withhold me from experiencing any
degree of comfort, were I to reside there;
and therefore I adapt my feelings to living
out of it ;"—which words were spoken in a
melancholy tone that evidently confessed the
utterer to be a sufferer from some hidden
cause :—this emotion did not escape the pe-
netrating eye of Mr. Leuwitzer, and with
the generosity and feeling natural to his cha-
racier, he besought Mr. Forrester to inform
him whether there were any means by which
it could be in his power to extricate him
from those difficulties in which he had con-
fessed himself to be involved.

Acknowledging in the most grateful man-
ner the kindness of Mr. Leuwitzer, Mr. For-
rester replied, « Judge me not too proud, Sir,
to accept friendly offices at the hands of any
of my fellow beings, much less from those
of a man like yourself, whose charatler and
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whose heart I venerate;—the only reason
therefore why I withhold from you the tale
of my misfortunes, is, beecause, it is not in
the power of any human being to render me
service, or to extricate me from the circle of
affliGtion by which I am encompassed.”

“ Bat it may be in my power fo offer you
consolation or advice,” said Mr. Leuwitzer.

“1 am convinced,” returned Mr. For-
_rester, “ that you do not inquire into my
history from motives of 1d1e curiosity. I
should, therefore, be very unxmdly repay-
" ing a mind of feeling like yours, merely to‘

excite its sympathy in circumstances of

which it cannot alleviate the bitterness ; such
condut would exhibit a selfishness of dispo-
sition for which Ishould dislike myself ;—do
not press me into rendering myself more at
variance with my own feelings than I al-
ready am ;”"—and evidently struggling with
refleétions which he wished to subdue and
to divert, he tcok up a book from the table,
and effeGiually gave a turn to the conversa-
tion by asking the opinion of his companion
upon a certain passage to whichhe turned.

At the expiration of about a month, Mr.
Leuwitzer having procured'a person of ¢on-

i QI
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fidence with whom to entrust the temporary
concerns of his mercantile house, had fixed
upon a day for embarking for England with
his sister and her children, when he one after-
noon received a note from Mr. Forrester, re:
questihg bim to' pass a few hours that even-
ing at Lis apartments, as he was desirous of. -

" helding with him some private conversa-
tion,

Mr: Leuwitzer. accepted the invitation,
and when he entered the sitting-room of his
new acquaintance, Mr. Forrester rose, and
extending towards him his hand, thanked
him in a most cordial manner for his visit,
and when be bad scated Lim by the fire, he
proceeded to say, “ Since the time when you
pressed me to impart to you the causes which
Lad driven me from my native country ; not
less 'n ;gmtimde for the concern which you
ex essed for my happiness, than from indul-
gence to my own feelings, which select you
in prefefeuce to all other beings, when con-
fidence is to be reposed; I resolved that
should future evenis ever present me with
any motive for diy ulging the secrets of my
aeart, to claim the offer I had received from
yo . of giving them your attention.—Lattle



HUMAN BRINGS, 107

did I then imagine how near that hour was
in its ‘approach—it is already come—-I shail
return with you to England—I bave been
attuated in my determination by the paper
which [ now hold in my band.” ;

This was a London newspaper, with seve=
ral of which Mr. Forrester was regularly
supplied, and which as he spoke, he laid
down upon the table before Mr. Leuwitzer,
pointing with his finger to the following ad-

vertisement :—

¢ LORD ABBERVILLE. :
«« Ir Lord Abberville, possessor of the
« Woodland manor in Herls, be still in exist-
« ence, and will stretch out his hand to rescue
“ from an impending misfortune, Hamilton
“« Ryecroft and his son Edward; the former
“ most solemnly pledges himself in return
« for Lord Abberville’s assistance, to make to
« him a disclosure of the utmost importance
“to his happiness.——Apply for the adver-
“ tisers immediately to Mr. Elves, Attorney, -
¢ Chaucery Lane, London.”

« And does this adverticemen®,” said Mr.
Teuwilzer, “ occusion your return to Eug-

lang 2
FO
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“ Yes, it does,” replied Mr. Forrester.

« Ts it then possible, that you are yourself
Lord Abberville # inquired Mr, Leuwitzer.

Mir. Forrester’s reply was in the affirma-
tive.

« Indeed !”” exclaimed Mr. Leuwitzer,
« the cause must have been a most powerful
one, which could have induced a man of
your rank and possessions to have renounced
his country.”

It was a mighty, a grievous, an unpa-
ralleled case of woe!” answered Mr. For-
rester, < but you will hear in the course of
my narrative, to which I am going to re-
guest your attention, whence it arose, and
by what means it gained sufficient strength
to exile me from my native land.—Deem me
not, generous man, now guilty of that selfish-
ness which T once abjured, because I confide
to you my history at a moment when the ad-
yice of a friend will be most essential to
iny future felicity ; I confess that it is be-
cause we are too often incompetent judges |
of our own conduct, that I now lay open
my case to your friendly hearing.”
¢ T have offered myself as your friend,” re-
plied Mr. Leuwitzer, « in gratitude for the



HUMAN BEINGS, 109

kind offices which my sister has received at
your hands ;—friend is asacred name which
I never use without meaning :—begin your
explanation with a firm reliance on the in-
terest I take in your welfare.”

« It is impossible for me to describe to
you,” rejoined Mr. Forrester,  the variety
of confused ideas with which this advertise-
ment fills iny brain ; at one moment, hopes
of a flatiering nature crowd into 1t ;—at the
next, dreadful phantoms of increased misery

harrow up my soul ;—but I will endeayour
" to compose myself, and give youa clue to

the surprise with which you sce me affected,
by commencing my short history.”

After a pause, during which M. Leuwitzer
reperused the advertisement contained in the
newspaper, Lord Abberville, for as such we

“must hence forward know him, began his
recital in the following words:—

¢ Those events from which the most affiict-
ing situations of life arise, are usually of a
simple nature, unattended by the marvcllous,
such you will find my history. :

« T am the only son of the late Lord Ab-

~berville; at seventeen T had the mxsfortune
to be an orphan—my g 0nlardl'mslnp devohed
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upon an uncle of my mother’s, who exe-~

cuted the trust reposed in him by my deceased
parents with fidelity. In less than a year
after the death of my father I was placed at
- Oxfurd ; during the period of my residence
at coliege, my life was passed much in the
common rouiine of universily students, that
is, in a great deal of pleasure, and very litile
application to study.—1I was, however, I bo=
lieve rather more partial to my books than
mest young men of my age, siuated as I
was, would bave beea; and infinitely less
puffed up by the vanities of my wealth and
tite, than was to be expected from a human
being, baskiug like myself in the suushine of
fortune.

“ When I was approaching towards the
completion of my twenty-first year, I was in-
foruied that it would be deemed a necessary
compliment to the county in whiclisl was
going to reside, to solemnize the joyful event
by giving aa cntertainment to the neighbour-
ing launlies : I accordingly issued 1nvitations
for a ball and supper, to all familics of con-
dition withinftwenty wiles of my cstate; de-
puiing my steward to publish to the mferior
rauss of society, that a feasi wowd be pre-
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pared for them upon the lawn in the front of
wy mansion, where they should be plente-
ously regaled under tents erected for their
accommodation, with slices from an ox roast-
ed whole, and draughts from barrels of ten
year old October.

“The day and night passed off with the
utmost festivity and mirth.

* On the following morning, in a walk I
was faking through the village, accident led
me past a neat little dwelling of peculiar
beauty and simplicity ; at the moment of my
“approaching it, I perceivéd a young female
of a most interesting appearance, employed
in distributing various little gifis o a large
gmﬁp of children, who were collected, with
smiles on their faces, upon a grass plot be-
fore the house :—the scene was one of that
interesting natare from which [ had not re-
solutich immediately to withdraw myself,
" and I inquired of my steward, who was by
my side, what was the name of the young
woman I beheld 2

Georgina Howard, one of the worihiest as
well as the handsomest of girls, Sit,” he re-
plied. “ Georgina Howard is ner name;
poor thing, she is the child of musfortune.”
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« How so?” I asked, “ who are her pa-
rents 2"’ : ;

¢ She has but one alive,” was the an-
swer of my steward ; < her father, who is a
disabled soldier, was a Lieutenant in &
marching regiment in the American war;
an affectionate wife was the companion of
— he had
the misfortune to have his leg taken off by
a cannon ball; he was carried to his tent,

his marches; at the siege of

and whilst his wife was administering to his
relief she was shot dead at his feet :—he re-
turned to England with his child, disabled
for service, and has retired upon his half pay
to this cottage.” :

The interest which the appearance of
Georgina had excited in my heart, was in-
finitely increased by the mournful sketch
which had been given me of her history;
and I determined to introduce myself to her
and her father; and make them an offer of
any services which it might be in my power
to render them :—1 considered however that
it would be adviseable to defer my visit to
somé future time, as my presence at this mo-
ment would in all probability only discom-
pose the happiness of the hour, both to
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Georgina, and to her Juvenile friends;—I
therefore passed quickly on, in quiring of my
steward whether he knew on what occasion
she was distributing her presents to the young
villagers ; he informed me that he understood
it was in commemoration of her birth-day 5
and directed my sight to a garland of flowers
which they had dressed in honour of her, *
and suspended between two yew trees, which
were placed on either side of the entrance to
a little garden in front of the house in which
she dwelt.

« How great a contrast, I immediately be-
gan to reflect, was there between the solem-
Mization of the birth-day of this daughter of
innocence and myself; the son of splendor,
and of pomp! and this consideration was
followed by a wish to ascertain which of
these two solemnizations had been produc-
tive of the greater share of Lappiness.—
There could be no deception in the smiles
of the youthful throng now surrounding
Georgina; but beneath those which had
* covered the faces of the guests who had been
assembled on the like occasion at my.aman-
sion, had doubtless lurked envy, dissatisfac-
tion, and an infinity moze of those passions
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which forbid the great and fashionable to
taste unalioyed pleasure.—How much more
enviable a human being then was Georgina
on her birth-day, than 1 had been on mioe !

I had bela forth to my guests expectations

&

-of the greatest enjoyment, which, according

to the private calculations of my own heart,
were probably realized in the breasts of
very few of them ;—Georgina had  pro-
mised very liitie to those whom she was
entertaining , and bad succeeded in maling
thiem all superlatively happy.

< Ilow exquisite appeared to me her sim- -
ple manners and native charms, when coui-
pared with the  artificial | conduct: and
assunted graces, of such women as I bad
heard extolled by the vetaries of fashion
as the pre-emincnt goddesses of its fantastic
empire.

¢ [f'rom that moment an interest in the fafe
of Georgina Howard was exciied 10 my
heart; an interest which will only cease to
exist when death suaps the c.nhord of feeling :
—but at that moment my ideas concerning
ber wgre not of a tenderer nature than that
it bad afforded me the highest gralification.
o contemplate her person ; and that I anti-
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cipated with pleasure the idea of being in-
troduc ed to her acquaintance. i

« Qun the suceeeding day, T sent my
.

‘steward, who I found had a slight acquaint-

ance with Lieutenant Iloward, to inform him
and his daughter, that as I had discovered
them to be my neighbours, it was my wish to

be kaown to'them, and that I would cail

upon thewmn that morning, if they hiad no ob-

jeStion to receiving my visit.

“ A polite messige was returned to my. in-
quiry ; “and at the hour of noon, I set out for’
the rustic dwelling’ of the old soldier ;—
Georgina and her father bide me welcome in
terms. which, although inlended to convey,
that they cousidered themselves honoured by
my call, were still entirely devoid of the
meanness of fattery, or the confusion of low
bred manners: I remained with them a con=
siderable time, gave them a most cordial and
pressing invitation 9 visit me ; offered them
the produce of my gardens; and in shortde-
paitéd from themn with extreme reluétance ;

50 much was I pleased with the open honesty"

of the father’s charafier, and the manners of
the daughter, which were retiring without
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bashfulness; simple, yet expressive of an
enlighicned mind. v

““The bhealth of the old soldier was very
indifferent; and the remainder of his ampu-~
tated leg, which had been too soon exposed
to the cold after the operation had taken
place, very panful when he attempted to
move upon it; he therefore very seldom
stirred beyond the limits of his little garden;
and on this account, I received omnly on
visit from him, as he seemed to consider that
he was giving me an unwarrantable trouble
in sending my carriage to convey him to my .
mansion : he ever expressed the greatest plea-
sure at receiving visits from me, and as I de-
rived a real satisfaction from increasing my
acquaintance with him, I was not by any
means slow in accepting his invitations.

¢ I found Lieutenant Howard to be by
far the pleasantest of my neighbours; his edu-
cation was good, his reflections upon men
and manners just and acute ; his anecdotes
were of the most entertaining and instruétive
nature ; he had served abroad in three cam-
paigns, without the means of purchasing an
advancement in his profession ; and was ulti-
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mately obliged to retire a cripple and sup-
port himself and his child upon the slender
stipend of a lieutenant’s half-pay.
~© “ As my acquaintance with his virtues
and his situation grew, my tenderest feel-
ings were awakened towards his lot; and 1
, could have wept for the hardness of that
man’s heart who would not have drepped a
tear at hearing the cld soldier recount the
events of that day, when stretched in agony
upon the earth beneath his tent, he be-
held the beloved mother of his child, struck
- by the relentless hand of death, fall a corpse
at his feet!”
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CHAPTER Vil o
The Root of Truc Love is Iiicndship.

% ABOUT six months after the commence-
ment of my acquaintance with the Howards,
Geeorgina was invited by a relation of her de-
- ceased mother’s, to pass a few weeks at her
house in Berkshire; her father had pressed-
her to accept the invitation ; Georgina wish-
ed to decline it; < She could not,” she said,
¢ hear the idea of leaving him, for perbaps
more than a month, alone :”—his wish how-
ever over ruled hers; he was desirous that
she should gain a litile more acquaintance
with the world and society, than she already
possessed, and therefore almost commanded
lher to avail herself of the present opportu-
nity for improving her knowledge of both.
« [ was present at one of their amicable |
controversies, and I promised that if she
would consent to take the few weeks plea-
sure which was offered to ler, that I would
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“be her father's very frequent visitor, and

pass my evenings with him as often as lay

in my power; a promise which she received

with delight, and which L religiously kept.
« Six weelks had beea fixed as the period

of Georgina’s absence from home; at the

expiration of five of them, as I was one day
in conversation with her father, Isaid,  You
are now no doubt thinking auxioudly of your

35

daughter’s return ;”"—he smiled while 1]
spoke, and maintained a few moments of

silence when I had ceased ; he then replied,

% Yes, Sir, yes, I do indeed, and she has given

me a subjett for thought, more than I am ac-
customed to.”

# What is that2”’ T asked.

I am a man of few words,’

2

returned
Howard, I am unconscious whether or not
the sentiments of my heart have been appa-
rent to you, but I have feli myself very
much fluttered by the friendship which you
have shewn to fnyself and my daughter since
your residence here; and 1 should consider

' you to add a very important fevour to the

list of those which we have already received
from you, if you would give me your ad-
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vice upon a point wheicin Georgina’s hap-
piness is materially condcerned.”

I did not immediately reply; and he added,
« She has during her absence from me, had
an offer of murriage made to her:—T have
been a long while from England; I am en-
tirely unacquainted with the rising genera-
tion ; and I wish to be assured that the man
to whom my daughter gives her hand, is
possessed both of principle and of the means
of supporting her with credit and comforb:
—to you, Sir, he is probably known, as I
understand he studied at Oxford, much about
the time that I judge you were a member of
that university yourself.”

« Pray what is his name ?” I asked.

«« Ryecroft,” was the reply, Mr. Rye-
croft.” 2

¢ I know but one of that name,” I return-
ed, « and he is a married man.”

« This gentleman, my daughter informs
e, is a widower,” replied Mr. Howard,
« whose wife died about ten months ago.”

« Tas he a boy of about three years old ?”
I asked. ‘

«¢ Yes he has,” answered the old soldier.:
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“ And is the christian name of Mr. Rye-
croft, Hamilton ?” 1 went on inquiring.

“1tis,” replied Mr. Howard,  and that
of his little boy, Edward.”

“ This information confirmed to me, that
it was the same Ryecroft, who had been my

fellow student at the university, who was a
" second time become an unshackled man, and
had proposed himself as the husband of
Georgina :—the Lieutenant perceived that I
knew him, and earnestly besought me to give
him my real opinion of his charaéter :—it
was one of the most unpleasant questions
that I ever had advanced to me.

“ When 1 first became acquainted with
him, which was in consequence of our being
~ members of the same college, Ryecroft, who

was nearly three years older than myself, had‘
already kept a couple of terms; he was like
myself an orphan; he was in possession of a
tolerable fortune, and appearing as if he
either were unacquainted with the value of
money, or considered it to be capable of pro-
‘ducing no joy to its possessor but that of
scattering it out of his purse with the most
wanton extravagance; the prodigality of
Ryecroft was proverbial ; and even by those
Vor. HI. G
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who were accounted the freest livers, Rye- -
croft was quoted as a libertine of a superior
kind—playing, wine, and the society of wo~
men of corrupt morals, engaged his whole
1deas, and alone gave delight to his feelings ;
—craft was the pre-eminent quality of his
mind ; and the combination of vicious incli-
nations, and cunning sense, by the assistance
which they lent to each other in procuring

the gratification of their possessor, had rooted
out from his mind every lingering particle of

morality. .

“In the course of half a year after my be-
coming acquainted, with him he was intro-
duced at a public assembly, to a young girl
of not more than seventeen years of age, the

" niece of a master of one of the colleges:——‘ :
He bad learnt that by an unaccountable
clause in the will of an uncle who was lalely
dead, seven thousand pounds had been be-
queathed to her, upon the strange condition
of her husband being put into possession of it
the mcment she should become a wife;—
Urged by the joint temptation of the legacy,.
and the- temporary notoriety, which a cir-
cumstance of the kind would occasion to
the parties concerned in it, he persuaded the
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1ll-adv19ed irl to clope with him :—They
were pursued, but fruitlessly. ~ Ryecroft
gamed a wife, and theseven thousand pounds ;.
but at the instigation of his wife’s uncle who
proved irreconcileable to the offence of his
niece, he was ruslicated.

& ThlS sentence produced no effect upon
his feelmgs, it merely changed his plans;
instead of pursuing the studnes requisite for
the profession which he had previously to
this occurrence intended to embrace, he now
resolved to live an independent man upon
the united property of himself and his wife
—He accordingly provided himself with a
handsome house, a carriage, horses, servanis,
and every luxury ; conduéting his establish-
ment in a manner which to every mind but
his own, appeared to threaten to reduce him
n a very small number of years to a much
worse state of dependence than that of the
exercise of a profession,

“ Since Ryecroft’s marriage I had only
once seen bim, which had been at a public
ball at Oxford, to which he had brought his
Wife from a species of bravado towards her
Oﬁ'ended uncle :—I had repeatedly hcard

. 62
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that lie was as great a profligate as ever, grow-
ing hourly more addiéted to play; and that
hiswife was a very unhappy woman :—from
Mr. Howard’s account it appeared, that she
was now released from her earthly cares, and
her motherless boy left to the guardianship of
an unprincipled father. 3
I paused upon the old lieutenant’s ques-
tion :—a man cannot be placed in a more de-
licate, or unpleasant situation than that of
being called upon togive his advice in an af-
fair of matrimony, when he considers one ‘_(")'f
the parties who seek to form this union, un-
worthy of the possession of the other.—The
female is generally offended at hearing any
thing to the discredit of the man who addres-
ses her, even if it be to save her from eventual
ruin;—and an unprincipled man will never
forgive a third person for having spoken the
truth of him :—1I had however seen so many
instances of Georgina’s excellent sense, and
worthy disposition, that I trusted she would
be grateful to me, for any information which
I might convey to her father for the regula-
tion of her future conduét; and Ryecroft.I
considered as a man of such abjeét princl-

vles, that it was immaterial whether he
f ; 1
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were pleased, or offended with my inlerpo-
sition.
~ « 1 therefore Judged it my duty not to
withhold such knowledge as I was possessed
of, from an old man anxious for the fate of
an only child, in whose felicity his soul was
entirely wrapt up, but I at the same time ob-
" tained his promise not to be hastily guided in
rejecting Ryecroft’s offer by what I had com-
municated to him, but to let his decision rest
1 suspense tiil 1 bad written to some of my
acquaintatce who knew him better than my-
self, and had obtained their answers to my
'mqm.ws as it was by no means impossible
that the progress of time might have work-
ed a chan«e in his chara® Sar ond ﬂ:;g—
 sition.

“ Before a reply to these inquiries reached
me, Georgina returned home, and in a
couple of days she was followed by Rye-
_croft, who was come to lay his suit before
her father :—The old Soldier candidly in-
formed him of the truth ; < Hehad,” he said
““engaged a friend to make such inquiries, -
ito his charaéter, and circumstances, as must
_be satisfadtorily answered before he could
) o oe o1& 3 anwr 31 ¥ad

583858
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give his consent to his becoming the hushand
~of his daughter.” »

< T'will make her a handseme settlement,
Sir,” said Ryecroft, j

« A kind, ' and worthy  protecior: :to.
supply to her my place in case of my
decease, is the most material benefit which I
wish her to derive from matrimony; to this
consideration a marriage settlement isin my
estimation a secondary consideration,” an-
swered Mr. Howard.

“In reply to this declaration Ryecroft
talked loudly of his unbounded affe€tion’ for
Georgina, and defied any exisiing beiig
to produce a proof of his conduét having
ever heen other than that of a gentleman;
or to cast a slur upon his honour. :

« This assertion was by no means a satis-
fabtory one to the worthy Lieutenant; he
was well acquainted with the distinttion ‘be-
tween honour and bonesty ; and that the
gentleman commils wany aGtions at which
‘the heart of the honest man would revolt.

« Ryecroft’s person was good ; his manners
specious; he was the first man who had e.ver
paid Georgina attentions of the nature Whl‘ch
he had shewn her ;—she was acquainted with
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her father’s wish of seeing her provided with
a lawful proteCtor before the hand of death
should call him from fulfilling that office to

her in his own person ;—Ryecroft appeared
to her the man introduced to her by fate for
this very purpose; and, therefore, from a
combination of circumstances, rather than a
decided preference for the man, she had per-
mitted Ryecroft to lay his proposals before
her father.

‘ On the part of Ryecroft, a2 gust of sud-
~den passion for the person of Georgina had
«seized himn, and unacquainted with the re-
straint of his inclinations, he had sought their
gratification in proposing himself as her hus-
band ; in which charaéter he was convinced
he could alone attain the completion of his
desires,

““ Ryecroft had taken up his abode at the
inn in the village ; on the evening of his ar-
rival I met him near my park-gate as I was
returning home with my dogs from shoot-
ing ;—he instantly crossed the road and
came up to me; I returned his salutation
- with politeness, but with coolness :—amidst
his other qualities, I knew him to be a pro-
fessed spunger ; and not being a man sudici-

G 4
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ently to my liking for me to/ endure the idea
of seeing him at my house in. that charatter,
1 took ihis method of shewing him my.in-
tention. . fsAl
“ In the course of a very few days after
his arrival in Hertfordshire, I received a de-=
cisive reply to one of my letters; it was from
a man in years, a clergyman of the greatest
respectability, and unblemished charaéter, the
friend of virtue and of truth, who feared no¥
the reproaches of the libertine,  Were I
the father of a marriageable daughter,” he
said, “ no inducement should tempt me to
give her to a man of Mr. Ryecroft’s immo-
ral chara@er :”—my friend was one of those
rsen who never wish to conceal an opinion.
by the promulgation of which they may serve
the interests of an obje& worthy of their re-
gard; and he concluded his epistle with
giving me his permission to shew what he
had written to Mr. Howard, whose situation
I had described to him; and knowing him
to be sheltered both by bis age, and his cleri-
cal charaGter from the fesentment of Rye=
croft, I did not scruple to inclose his letter ic
the old Lieutenant.
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<« Mr’.Howard was alone with his daughter
when'my packet reached him ; he had already
communicated to her what had passed between
himself and me concerning Ryecroft ; and she
wastherefore insome measure prepared tolearn
that she could not unite herself with him, with
_ the expectation of their union being produc-
tive of happiness ; thus her feclings were not
‘taken' by surprise.—Had her inclinations to-
wards Ryecroft been stronger than they were,
hereducation had been of that pure nature
which would not have allowed her to hesi-
- tate-one moment about the rejeétion of a
man in whose charaéter there were points-
of flagrant reprehensibility ; a very short
period  therefore after this conviétion had
been conveyed to her mind, she. exerted
herself sufficiently to sit down under the in<
struGtion of her father, to indertiét by letter
the; future visits and hopes of Ryecroft.
« Fre the letter was concluded, Ryecroft -
 himself entered the house; Georgina heard °
his step, and starting up from her task, fled
; pre‘cipitately from the apartment. When
Ryeeroft - entered it he perceived @ gloom
colleéted on the brow of the eld soidier,
which he could not forbear imagining bore

=
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some reference to himself ;—Mr. Howard
was conscious that it was observed by him,
and incompetent to an act of hypocrisy, he
Jrdged it to be immaterial whether the ex-
Jlanati n came from his lips, or from the
pen of Georgina; and accordingly proceed-
ed to state to Ryecroft, what she had been .
employed in wriling.

“ No sooner did Mr. Howard cease speak-
ing, than Ryecroft began to confirm the
accusations laid to his charge, by displaying
some of the shades of his character; execrat-
ing in the most prophane terms those who
he protested had slandered him; he de-
‘manded of Mr. Howard in the most vehe-
ment manner, upon whose authority he dared
to reject hig alliance on the piea of his im-
m tulity of conduct >—Mr. Howard was not
t be intimidated by the blustering of any
man whom he had no cause to fear,
and’'whom he had never wronged; and
with the utmost caluness pointed to the most
malerial pai‘%‘raph in the letter which I had
sent to him.

¢« Almost chokingewith rage, Ryecroft ex-
claimed, « If you do not, Sir, insiautly in-
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form me who is the author of that s*andalous
libel upon my charaéter, I shall consider you,
for some reason which is at present unknown
to me, as the base fabricator of it,”

“1 am an old soldier, Sir,”" replied Mr,
Howard,  whose courage has for fifty years
past been placed beyond a doubt ; I shall not
therefore be provoked by your menaces to
return a friend who has performed towards
me a service, the injury of exposing him to
the effefts of your virulent passion:—you
must excuse my concealing from you the
- name of the writer of this letter,” and as he
concluded his sentence, Mr. Howard was
conveying the leter towards his pocket ;—the
rage of Ryecroft rose to an ungovernable
pitch, and he attempted to snatch it from the
hand of the veteran, whosucceeded in wrest-
ing it from his grasp; but not till Ryecroft
had canght a sight of the-direétion.— Your
present conduét,” said the Lieutenant,  more
than justifies whatever has been said to the
discredit of your name; and I now, from
what relates to myself alone, desire you to
quit my house.”— I an satisfied,” exclaim-
ed Ryecroft, « Lord Abberyille has been the

G 6 ‘
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inforimer in this infamous busmesﬁ 'lie sl‘m]l
feel my resentment.*
“The greatest libertine is sensxblb orf the
value of preserving the appearance of cha-
‘raller, however careless he may be about se
regulating his ations as to ensure to himself
the inestimable reality ;—and the only mode
he has of preserving that appearance, is'by
lessening still more' the reality, than it is al-
ready sunk in the opinion of the worthy, by
supporting the dazzling shadow at the hazard
of becoming a murderer, or of losing his own
life :—according to Ryecroft’s false opinion
of fame, therefore, nothing could set him
above his scandalizer, in the world, but a
duel ;—in this mode of revenge, he could
altack no one but myself ;—he was ignorant
by whom had been written the letter of which
‘he had s2en a paragraph; and he was aware
that Mr. Howard, if challenged by him,
would refuse to meet him ;—to a man of his
disposition it was immaterial who was his
antagonist, so he did but call one man into
“the field for the support of his charaéter ; 0 '
me therefore he dispatched a note, as having
been a party concgrned in an affair injurions
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to his reputation and his happiness ; appoint-
ing me to meet him at six that evening on a
spotin the village which he pointed out.

¢ The words which Ryecroft had spoken
on:quitting Mr. Howard’s cottage, had led
the old man to suspeGt what might be the
consequence with regard to myself, and he
accordingly made an effort to reach my
house, where he arrived at the same moment
- with Ryecroft’s note :—the sentiments of a
soldier with regard to the business of duel-
fighting are very different from those of a
* philosopher ; I cannot therefore believe that
Mr. Howard spoke his, when he attempted
to dissuade me from meeting my challenger ;
the reason of his being importunate with
me to this effeét was obvious; my implica-
tion in this affair had arisen .solely from the
interest which I had taken in the happiness
~of himself, and his daughter ; and thus in the
moment of his agitation he dreaded the idea
of 'my falling the viGtim of my friendship,
more than he did my worldly dishonour;
and when I had in some degree cooled his
feelings by the temperance of my own, and
convinced him that situated as I was in life,
an unconnceted man, it was impossible for
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me to act upon those terms which ‘might
have been pursued by one whose life, on au-
count of his being either the Lusband of an
affeciionate wi‘e, the father of helpless chils
dren, or the son of aged and anxious parents,
was of 80 much importance to others, as al-
most to leave lim no command ever it him-
self; he vowed that nothing should preveut
him from taking my place in the transaction,
and meeting Ryecroft himsel?,

“ I opposed his propusiiion as strenuously
as he euforced it; < my goed friend,” I said,
“if the antagonist of Ryecruft is doomed to -
fall, I can be inﬁnitelj’ better spared from
the stage of life than yourself, who have a
helpless daughter to protect.”

“ Finding me noi to be meved by his ar-
guments, he secretly went to my housekeeper,
and entreated her to go instantly and bring
Georgina to him ; in the hope that her voice
added to bis own might prevail with me.

“ Whilst the worthy licutenaut was thus
harrrassing his mind to find the means of
preventing me from suffering in his cause ;
ke was either wholly unacquainied with
the hour of my appointment with Rye-
croft, or judged that hour to be more
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distant : at the period at which my.
housekeeper: left Woodland Park, on Mr.
Howard’s errand to his daughter, it wanted
scarcely more than a quarter of six,—no
sooner - therefore was she gone than by
another outlet I left the house, and pro-
ceeded to the spot of rendezvous: I found
Ryecroft advancing towards it, attended by
his servant ; —a domestic was my only com-
panion; Ryecroft having informed me in
his note, that he should bring no second to
the ground :—we came up to each other,
- and in very few words settied the terms of
our meeting. One fire on each side was
to determine the case; we measured the
ground, and Ryecroft proposed that we
should both fire together;—I ' informed
him that I wished him to have the first
fire ; with very little reluflance he accept-
el my offer, and we took our appointed
stations. . !

“ Whether or not Ryecroft took his aim
decidedly at my person, I am ignorant ;
his- fire however was without effect :—1I
discharged my pistol in the air, and afier
! had dope so, turning my heel upon him
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with a slight inclination of ‘my  head, I
returned home. :
¢« I was met in the hall of my mansion
by Mr. Howard, who was now leaning on
the arm of Georgina, with whom he was
seeking me, in order that she might se-
cond the entreaties he had been making
to me.—You may easily conceive the:de-.
light and satisfation with which they re-:
ceived the intelligence of all cause for
their apprehensions being past ; but to give
you a just idea of the gratitude with which
they overwhelmed me for having stood -
forth their friend at the hazard of my'
life, is impossible !—Never, never, will be’
effaced from my memory the moment when
Georgina by ‘an  uncontrollable  impulse '
of thankfulness for the debts of friendship ’
which she conceived herself to owe me;~
snatched my hand to her lips, and whilst she
imprinted on it a trembling kiss; bedewed
it with the tears of her sensibility !”
The voice of Lord Abberville faultered:as:
he pronounced these words ; he rose from '
his’ seat, and having traversed for a few
moments  the apartment, as if endeavouring:
to dispel from his mind painful refleclions,
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he returned to:his chair, and pursued his nar-
rative in these words :

 From the deseription which I have given
yen -of = my friendship for ' Georgina, you
willy I doubt’ not, have drawn within your
mind the conclusion that she ultimately be-
came my wife :—If you have formed such
a surmise, my friend, it iz a just one ; the
unceasing tribute of gratitude which the
amiable: Georgina and her venerable fa-
ther . were - constantly paying to me after
my rencontre with Ryecroft, led me insen-
sibly from the friend into the lover, and
finally made me the husband of my adored
Georgina.” '

«Oh what days of exquisite bliss were
those, when I first breathed into the ear of
Georgina the confession of my love ; and
when often urged by me to a reply, the
avowal of a reciprocal attachment fell in
the scarcely audible accents of virgin mo-
desty from her lips |—Oh my God ! never
shall T forget the throbbing joy with which
‘the'pulses of my heart beat, when a few
weeks after our marriage, ' she one day ad-
dressed me by saying, “Oh my husband, how
little ‘was T acquainted with the nature of
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true love, when T imagined that T'en-
tertained that passion for Ryecroft 1

“ How paiuful is the recolle&ion of those
halycon moments!— how sensitively  does
their loss, for which I am now a mourter,
convince me by the sad but infallible instruc-
tion of comparison, how exquisitely they
were gifted with the most supreme bliss ! —
never was the happiness produced by any
union of a purer nature than that enjoyed
- by Georgina and myself; not one selfish
idea had place in our hearts; each strove
only to procure the felicity of the other—
Maierially also were our delights increased
by observing the joyful satisfaGion which
now constantly beamed upon the counte-
nance of the old soldier, our father; upon
“whem, 1o his descent down the hill of life,
shone a gleam of that sunshine which
had never cheered his ascent up its acclivity.
—< I am indeed happy, very bappy,” he
would often repeat; ““not because ‘my
(iallghter is become a woman of rank, but‘
because she is the avife of a virtuous and
indulgent husband ; and he must Pardf"l
~me for saying, that were he a peasint woill
those qualities of the heartwhici he posscssts
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I should esteem him just as much asI do
now.” i 3 ]
% At the expiration of rather more than
a year after our marriage, Georgina bles-
sed me by giving birth to a daughter, the
miniature resemblance of her own loved
person, to whomw I gave her mother’s name.
The amiableness of my wife’s disposition
was, §o great, and her ideas of virtuous
‘propriety so stromg, that she was resolil‘tc‘]y
of opinion, that no nutriment could be so
fully adequate to the rearing of any child,
- as that which nature has appointed for it in
the Lreast of the mother ; and her whele
time, for the first year after its birth, was de-
dicated to the gratifying task of adwinistering
to.its wants.”
« I had for some time past considered it
“mecessary to shew myself at court, which I
had not done since my coming of age;
and also to introduce my wife there; as soon
therefore as our infant was weaned, and my
Georgina sufiziently recovered from her
fatigue of nursing to be able to derive plea-
sure without fatigue from her journey, we
“set out for London, taking with us our little
girl, whom we intended to employ a surgeon
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of the first eminence to inoculate before
our return. : i ' \

* A ready furnished house had been, en-
gaged for us in the vicinity of one of the
most fashionable squares, of which we took
tnmediate possession upon our reaching the
metropolis.—The season of the year was not
that in which either of the royal birth-days
are celebrated ; it was merely our inten-
tion to avail ourselves of one of the days on
vhich their Majesties should hold a levee, for
entering their august presence.

““A day in the week succeeding that of :
our arrival being appointed for this pur-
pose, we were introduced by the Earl and
Countess of j——-—, with whom I had an
acquaintance, and who were so obliging
as to pay the ceremonious visit, solely for
the sake of being our escort.—Consulting:
the becoming', rather than the extreme .0
fashion, Georgina had arrayed herself with
the most elegant and bewitching simpli=
city; it was a style of dress which gave
additional grace to her form and to her fea~
tures ; in my eyes she appeared more lovely’
than . but. I cannot dwell upon
this part of my history ; -even at this: dis~
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tant period, the recolletlion of the past is
too painful for memory not to turn to
madness under 'its contemplation, — Oh
powers of ommipotence, how little did T,
inthe full tide of my heart’s joy, then
imagine that day was the last on which
. I'was fated to behold my 1d011zed wife,—my
adored Georgina ! 2

“At my return. from court I was agree-
ably surprized by a visit from the friend
who ‘had furnished me with the charaéler
of Ryecroft, which had caused Mr. How-
“ard’s rejetion of him—I was that day
engaged to dine with a party of gentlemen
at ‘the house of an East-India Direétor,
and finding that my friend was to be of
the number, I prevailed upon him to sit
with ‘me till the hour of appointment arriv-
ed ; and to accompany me in my carriage o
- our dinner.”

“'We had not spoken that morning of
Ryecroft, for I had informed my friend by
letter ‘of all that had passed between us;
as the carriage was conveying us through
Oxford-street, “See there,” exclaimed my
friend, pointing, as he spoke, out of one of
the  windows, *there goes Ryecroft.”
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“I looked out, and beheld a person
whom from a peculiarity in his gait, I in-
stantly recolleGled to be him ; from his dress
Ishould not have known him to be the
same man. —During my a‘c‘quaintance with
Ryecroft, he had been remarkable for his
fashionable appearance; the charaéteristic
of his person had been that of a studied
buck ;—he was now not only shabby in
his appearance, but his clothes appeared
dirty, and hung upon him with a degree
of slovenliness very contrary to his usual
| style of dress.

I observed the change to my friend.
“What else,” he replied, “was to be:
expetted from a man of his depraved taste,
and unprincipled heart? his all, I am in-
formed, has been sacrificed at the shrine
of pleasure, or forfeited by the unsuccess-
ful cast of dice; and he is now indebted to.
the mercy of his creditors for the enjoyment
of his liberty.” i5a

« How fortunate an escape to my beloved
Georgina, in being delivered from uniting
her fate with that of such a charaéter,”
was the refleGtion which immediately filled.
my mind.—We were prevented from en-
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arging upon the subject, by the entrance
of a gentleman into the carriage, whom I
had promlaed to call in my way to the
Direclor’s.

«We had dined extreme]y late, it was
con51derably past ten o dock“hen the coflee
was introduced, after which I was upon the
" point of bidding farewell to my enter-
tainer, and returning home, which I had
promised to do as early ‘as possible.—Oh,
that I had kept my prowmise ! perhaps then,
but I was overruled in my

intention, and accepted a challenge to a
game of chess. »

“1I had seated myself with my antago-
nist in 'a remote corner of the room, in
order that we might not be interrupted by
the conversation of the card players, who
were surrounding two other tables;—in the
middle of my second game, my attention
was called aside by a hasty step which I
heard approaching towards me; I raised my
eye at the sound, and beheld by my side

“2 domestic who had been several years in
lﬁy service : I observed the wildest emotion
overspreading his countenance; he endea-
Youred to address me, but was unable t¢
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speak.—The ‘apprehensions which swelled
my heart, as I drew from the expression
of his countenance the idea of some ca-
lamity having befallen either my beloved
wife, or child, you may easily imagine;
—The company gathered round me, and
an explanation was demanded from the
lips of my servant.—How I survived th{e\
dreadful tidings; or what immediately suc-
ceeded the first communication of the heart-
rending intelligence to my senses, I am a-
like ignorant of—my house was burnt to
the ground ;—my wife and infant had pe-
rished in the flames!!!” ‘

The tears burst into the eyes of Lord
Abberville ; hescovered his face with his
handkerchief, and he was for a consider-
able period of time unable to recover the
power of speech; when ‘that faculty re-
turned to him, he addressed Mr. Leuwit-
zer by saying, * Having laid before you
the heads of my affliéling history, I have
not the resolution to dwell upon those
particulars which would only gxéite great-"
er agony within my heart by reviving more
strongly my recolleGtion of the past; and
would by no means tend to give yeu ?



HUMAN BEINGS. 145

clearer explanation of my case; suffice it

therefore to tell you, that the viGtim of de-

spair, I fled from the city which had been

the scene of my calamity, and retired to the

solitude of my own estate; where' I met as

greab a wretch as. myself in the father of my
lost angel.

-« is fortunate for a mind overwhelmed
with grief when it has any other ohje@ besides
its own affli€tion for its thoughts to rest upon;

by those attentions therefore which I felt it
my duty to pay to the incomsoleable Mr.
Howard, I wasin all probability preserved
from sinking into a lethargy of melancholy
madness—the anxieties which I experienced
for his hapless lot kept my mind awake to
outward objeéts, when it would else have
sunk. entirely into itself, and bhave preyed
solely upon the grief with which it was filled:
~the worthy Lieutenant survived his daugh-
ter little more than three years, he died heart-
broken, and sunk into the grave without a
groan ;—from the period of that melancholy
event, which has stampt the colour of my fu-
ture life, Mr. Howard had been the only
Person of my own rank with whom I had

held the slightest communication; the only
Vor, II1, H
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friend whom I had admitted to a participa-
tion of my sorrows; when he therefore was
no longer left me to cast the single gleam of
‘comfort of which his society had been capa-
ble upon my path of woe, the sorrowful
features of my own mansion became iusui)-
portable to me, and I left Hertfordshire:—
three years were passed by me in wandering j
amidst the romantic scenery of Wales and
of the Hebrides: there would I pass whele
days of seclusion from my fellow beings, and
soothed by contemplating the beauties of na-
ture, refleé myself into fits of grief, which-
admilted a sirange and agonizing species of
comfort to my lacerated heart.

¢« Unable to endure the idea of returning
to my own mansion, or the society with
which T had been accustomed to mix; and
convinced that change of scene alone had
the power to relieve the torturing burden of
my mind, I resolved to travel g,broad; and
in order to avoid the questions that might
have been pl‘opoéed concerning e, or that
respect which might have been shewn to my -
rank had it been known; and which would
in my depressed staie of mind have proved
only a source of displeasure ;md troublbe
G-

=~



!

i :

HUMAN BEINGS, 147

aSStmcd the name of Forrester, and retained
in my personal service only one domestic.
Tt is now nearly twenty years since the
occurrence of that dreadful event which
snapped the stem of my earthly happiness,
and which still with unceasing poignancy

. 1ivals every other idea in my brain.—With

the thought of England the most distraéting
images are associated; and I know no event
which could ever have induced me for a mo-
ment to entertain the idea of returning to if,
but the advertisement which I have just sub-
mitted to your perusal ; and concerning the
strange tenor of which I know not what
conjeCtures to form, and wish to derive an

opinion from your stcadier judgment.”

« It is now nearly twenty years since you
have seen this Ryecroft, or heard his name
mentioned ; is it not?” enquired Mr. Leu-
wilzer.

“ Very nearly twenty years,” replied Lord
Abberville ; it was on the day on which”—
he was unable to conclude his sentence.

* « His advertisement appears a most inex-
phciblc enigma,” returned Mr. Leuwitzer.

“ My opinion is conziderably altered since
I first Sent to request your presence,” rejoin-

H 2 :
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ed Lord Abberville, < I now begin fo appre-
hend that I should do wrong in aitending toa
summons of this vague nature, from a man
whom I despise, and w;h’om I cannot suppose
1o regard me in g more fayourable point of
view than I do him.” : ;
«-'You have asked my advice,” returned the
good German, 1 shall therefore give it :
with freedom, and I hope you will be in-
duced to follow it:—go back with me fto
England ; and however unworthy of your
attention, you may find the business upon
which this man requires your presence; L
doubt not ere three months have elapsed,
you will rejoice that some cause has arisen
to recall you to your native country ;—that
you will eventually feel happy, that there
has been some motive held out to you for
your return without which you would never
have returned at all; and that being once
arrived in England, the lapse of time which
has passed since you left it, will have mate-
rially weakened the impressions which filled
your heart at your departure from it ; and
that you will gradually return to a grealer
enjoyment, of yo urself at home; than you can
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possibly reap from’ cxistence in a wandering
hife abroad.”

“T ‘confess,” replied TLord Abberville,
“'that T feel myself strangely worked upon
hy an emotion stronger than curiosity, to
learn what discovery it can be of importance
. to my happiness, which Ryecroft ‘ddclares
himself to have it in his power to reward
me with, if I will stand forth as the defender -
of himself and his son.—God of Heaven!
can itbe that But no, no, that must be
impossible ;—down torturing thoughts—de-
“ceitful” hopes—I will not allow mysell to
Witk at all,—but go. —If England still
“prove as painful to me as it heretoforc has
done, I can but again quit it—for ever.”

M:. Leuwitzer promised him every friendly
“Service which might induce him to continue
“thefe ; and Lord Abberville in return assured
“him Wow sensible he was of his fiiendship
and kind sentiments towards him, by de-
¢laring, that without possessing him for a
“companion he never should for a moment
" have entertained the idea of returning to
scenes so replete with painful visions; not
even upon the mysterious invitation of Rye-
croft.

H 3
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CHAPTER VIII,
Treachery.

‘NT E must now devote the page for a while

to Amica, whom we left at the interesting mo-
ment of Sir Jasper Wormeaten’s so unexpett-
edly appearing before her in the apartment
-of the hotel. The astonishment and dread
with which she beheld him can scarcely re-
quire to be mentioned: with trembling steps

she receded from his approaches, and the only
~ words which she was able to articulate, were
a faint exclamation of his name.

He moved up to her, and catching her
hands in his, in the rapturous accents of a
devotee to pleasure, arrived at the imaginary
height of sublunary bliss, he exclaimed, “Ten
thousand thanks, most enchanting, most hea-
" venly bf women, for the happy chance which
you have given me of becoming instrumental
to your felicity! Regret not your separation
from those horrid plebeians, who derived

H 4



152 HUMAN ‘BEINGS,

their only . consequence “inlife from’ their
supposed alliance with an angelic gl like
yourself ; ‘my spurse is> unlmntedl_y at yom
command, and tedp pooris every requital it
can bestow for your enchantmg mntahon
hither ! o ‘ )

Struggling to release her ‘hands;’ Amica -
replied, “ Great Heaven! what is it that you
mean by invitation? By what accident lias
the perversity of my fate sent you hither to
display your unfeeling mind, in adding this
msult to the unmerited sufferings I am alveady
exposed to? Invitation to you!—you'dare’
not repeat that assertion.”

“My dear, exquisite girl?” rejoined the
Baronet, ““ why this coyness—why this pre-
tended reserve? Do I merit such a return
for having flown hither on the wings of adora-
tion, to kneel and offer you my services?—
‘Why are you here but to keep your appomt-
ment with me?”

“With you!” echoed Amlca; « T came
hither to meet an honest and valued riend,
who I am astonished is not alreddy with me,
and” :

Sir Jasper interrupted her with a laugh of
incredulity, which he accompanied by throw-
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ing one of his arms familiarly round her
waist, and pressing her towards him.

- Byan effort of strength she disengaged her
person from his grasp; one of her hand she
still held tightly confined in both his; by
which he previ%nted her from flying towards
the door or the bell-string. A loud shrick
burst from her lips, which she followed by
erying aloud upon that proteéiress whom she
did not:doubt the house she was in contained -
1 Mirs. Aéton! Mrs. Afton !” she repeated ;
5 for Hea.ven s sake appear, and defend
»_proteét your Amica!”

 And a female friend too I’ said Sir Jasper
.mcreasmg his laugh ; “ now I cannot be
mistaken ;—you would not appoint a female
friend to: meet you in a place of this na-

ture ! 5

. This nature !’ burst frantically from the
lips of Amica, for a dreadful suspicion ﬁas}xed
across her brain :— this nature!—Am 1 ot
in arespeéiable lodging-house—in Langford’s
Botel

_«In_honour you triﬁe too much,” replied
the Baronet. “ Did  not your own letter,
tantalizing: angel ! appointﬂthe house we arg
e

HD
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“ My letter! my letter!” exclaimed Amfca.
¢ What would you msxnuate?——My letter !
—To whom ?”

- “ To the happy man Who cla,sps you in his
arms!” cried Sir Jasper. A second violent
shriek issued from the lips of Amica, and
again she succeeded in extricating her person
from hisgrasp: her hand he still resolutely ‘
clenched. . A trembling fit* of so violent a
nature as to convince Su' Jasper that it could
not be feigned, seized her, and she breathed
forth in accents which the quivering of her '
lips rendered scarcely intelligible, «You have .
Tecelved no letter from me; you know you
have not.”

« Could I else have known that I should
find you in this house at this hour?” demand-
ed the Baronet.

A long and painful gasp for respiration was
the only reply made by Amica to this question;
with it burst upon her mind a conviétion that ,
she was the victim of some aét of deeply-
planned and heinous villainy. The expres-
sion of her features vvas probably of a dread- -
ful nature, for during the pause of agonizing

. reﬁe&ibn which she maintained, Sir Jasper
did not speaks, but stood with his eyes fixed
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~on her’s; a degree of surprise gradually
mingling itself with the wild admiration which
had before been the sole emotion pourtrayed
on his countenance.

Amica spoke first—broken sentences alone:
fell from her lips. “1I am betrayed,” she
said. “ Some enemy bhas I did not
write—I did not!”—With her words her
tears began to flow: after a burstof hysteri-
cal agitation, she exclaimed, «“ In God’s name,
I conjure you to tell me where I am!”

The Baronet, thrown into. amazement by

. the very different reception which he met
with from Amica from what he had expectted
to have been greeted with by her, was: sur-
prised into a reply, and his answer to her
demand was briefly exohut of the nature of
the house. :

« Heaven grant me strength to fly from it 1%
she shricked forth, and fled from the apart-

s ment; butas she reached the door at the head
of the stairs, which had before baffled her at--
tempt to open, she sunk senseless uponthe floor.

On reyiving, she found herself supported.
in an arm-chair, in the apartment. which she
had Jjust before quitted, and Sir Jasper alone )
with her: he was standing by her side, and:

u 6 ;
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occupied in applying salts and restoratives to'
her nostrils, a variety of which  articles he
always carried ‘about him for his own use.:
The moment the powers of sense and a&ion
returned to her, she threw herself at his feet,
and with her trembling hands clasped  to-
gether, and her streaming eyes fixed upon .
him with an expression which might have
moved the heart of brutality from its most
savage purpose, she exclaimed, “Oh, for the
love of mercy! save and pity me: savean
unprotetled friendless orphan; ‘preserve to
her innocence, the only blessing which  fate’
has left her. ©Oh, refleét how enviable will
be the sensations of your heart when stretched
upon the bed of death, my preservation from
ruin shall counterbalance such other crimes as.
you may have been guilty of] instead of adding
by its enormity to their sum!—OQh reﬂe&
and save me!”
The Baronet raised Amica from her posture:
of humiliation, and replaced her on the seat
~fromwhich she had sunk to his feet. :The
ruling passion of his heart was to behold and
‘to enjoy the loveliness of female beauty: the
‘women to whom he had been accustomedall
his life to address himselfas a gallant, had eves
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been forward fo meet his caresses, or rendered
dimmediately supple to his inclinations by his
liberality. -In Aimica he found a mind of o
(nature entirely new to his observation: one
-, who would derive misery from the very con-
-@uct which had given others happiness; one
. «from whom he must purchase his own bliss at
the expence of her agonies of heart ; one who
-would meet his smiles with tears; one who
vwould live to hate and to fly from him, in-
. stead: of becoming every day more apprehen-
osive of losing him.  Did he therefore perse-
“sivere in his infamous intentions with regard to
! Amica, he perceived that bis favourite passion
t.of 'giving happiness to every woman who
- -possessed his acquaintance, would for the first
~time be reversed; when, by listening to her
- suit, he might bind her in eternal gratitude to
rhim, and confer on her a greater degree of
felicity than he had ever yet been able: to
=i bestow:on any one of her sex. b ol
ise2 FConvince me,” he said, < by your solemn
siasseveration, that you neither-wrote this letter
* hryourself,” drawing one ashe spoke from his
"‘.pocket < nor -caused- any- other person: {o
“Swriteit ab your mstlgatlon, and you ‘shall find
smnesg proteGlors ool wihis g okl el

e
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Amica cast her eyes wildly over the paper,
which he spread before her upon the table,
and found the contents to be these:

“Ir your sentiments of affeftion are not
“ changed towards me because I am no
‘““ longer the daughter of Lady Buckhurst,
* meet me this evening, between the hours of
< five and six, at —————’s hetel in
< street, where I shall be happy to accept
“ such services at your hands as the affettion
“ you ashort time ago professed for me may.
“ induce you to render me in my present
 deserted state.—The fallen and anxious

« Wednesday morning.. Amica.”

 Oh, merciful God!'” exclaimed Amica,
“ what heart can have been sufficiently cruel
and depraved to have exercised this treachery -
towards an unfortunate being like myself:?
Oh, Sir Jasper! by the mercy which I hopeto
experience from you—by the protection
which I pray Heaven to grant me in the pur~
suance of virtuous principles! this is a forgerys
and its writer entirely unknown to me.”

“ These accents cannot be deceitful,” re-
plied Sir Jasper; “and it is now my turn. to-
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become the suppliant to you for pardon; for
although the error of our meeting under these
unpropitious eircumstances did not originate
in me, I am faulty in not having more discern~
ment into charatier than to have pursued an
fgnus  fatuus thus fool-hardily. As I am
_ universally reputed alibertine, you may con-
sider that refleGtion cannot he expefled to
have any share in my charaéier; but my
libertinism 1s a distinét species from the pas-
sion that generally bears that name: Iamunot
50 selfish as the herd of libertines, and my
. inclinations are only flattered when by their
indulgence I believe myself to confera degree
of happiness on an objeét who calls forth my
admiration. Whilst I considered your ineli-
nations o be in unison with my own, I would
have made any sacrifice to secure you mine,
believing that happiness would have resulied
to youas well as myself; from such a persever-
ance on my part: but now I perceive my €rror,
I am satisfied still to a&l towards your happi--
ness, and to deserve your gratitude, instead of
ebtaining your leve.”

- As Amica listened to his words her feelings
took a new turn; the tears of mingled joy and
relief of mind burst into her eyes, and she said,
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“ Do not deceive me; realize, this declara-

tion, and my unceasing prayers’——. | | .
Sir Jasper iterrupted her: .1“AU , doubt

shall instantly be removed, ﬂmtlmay deserve,

the reward of those prayers.” |He rang the
.bell, and went to the outward door te meet
‘the person who should appear o reply to ip.." ,
«« Order me a coach instantly,” be said; th‘ﬁ?:e '
returning to Amica, he inguited, © VW hither it
was that she wished to be conveyed? ’—
This she explained to him in the best manner
she was able. He was weil agquainted with |
Langford’s hotel, and promised immediately
o condud® her to it. After this promise he
' spoke no more, but continued walking up
and down near thie door of the apartment ity
a restless manner, which bespolke his agitation
of mind: in-about ten minutes the coach was
announced. _ e
« Are you afraid to trust me as your com-
panion to Langford’s hotel > he. inquired of
Amica. aliaren 0] STV
After his late unexampled and unexpetied
conduct,, she considered that it xvoul% _bt_ilg{l' ‘
genegous in her to express such a fear; she
therefore replied only by a. sup p‘li.cat_ing;lpﬂk

of timidity, and a genile inclination of her
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head. She could not immediately divest her-
self of all fear, nor could she behold Sir Jasper
in the decidedly honourable point of view in
which the last instance of his conduét towards
her appeared to demand that she should re<
gard him; but she considered that former
. impréssions, if she felt them to have weiglt in
biassing her’ private opinion, ‘could not be
allowed to appear without a violation of that
confidence which was now due to him, and
she''rose to go down stairs to the coach,

She still trembled so excessively, thaton
“ standing up, she was unable to support herself
without resting upon the frame of the chair.
In the most delicate manner Sir Jasper ex-
tended towards her his hand; and, with a
countenance and voiceimmediately the reverse
of what his had been half an hour before, he
besought her to accept his assistance.

Her first wish was to leave ‘the house, she
therefore seized eagerly upon the means which
were to assist her in departing from it; and,
: .Supporting herself upon Sir Jasper’s arm, she

reached the outer door. She observed him fo
put some money into the hand of the waiter,
and he then followed her into the coach.
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The Baronet placed himself upon the op-
posite seat to that upon which the exhausted
Amica had sunk; the side-glasses were both
down, and although a breath of evening air
would at any other time have filled him S’s'itll“
terror, he did not atiempt to raise even one of
them, probably imagining that his companion
might feel averse to the idea of privacy which
their being drawn up might suggest to her.

< How long shall we be in reaching Lang-
ford’s hotel ?”” inquired Amica.— I hopenot
long.”

““ Not above five minutes,” Sir Jasper re- -
plied. ;

“Thank Heaven !” returned Amica.—
“1 am very ill.”

In a very shorttime the coach stopped at
the door of the wished-for house: a waiter ran
out, and let down the steps.

«Is this Langford’s hotel ?* exclaimed
Amica.

The reply was in the affirmative.

Amica sprang out of the coach, and ran
‘into the hall. < Is Mrs. A¢ton at home?”
she cried: “pray tell her that Amica implores
to sce her instantly; pray tell her so di-
rettly
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Mirs. Aéton, who was drinking tea in an
apartment of which the door was partly open
on one side of the hall in which Amica was
standing, heard these words, and recognising
the voice which spoke them, she ran out with
an incoherent exclamation of surprise to meet
_the speaker.

The moment Amica perceived her, “Mrs,
Aéton, dear Mrs. AGton!” she exclaimed;
and, rushing towards her, instantly fainted in
her arms.
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CHAPTER 1X. g
Gratitude.

WHEN: the  powets fof ecolltioh i
turned 'to Amica, she found herself exteénded
on a sofa by the side of an excellent fire,
and her friend Mrs. AGlon, and a female
servant, employed in chafling the palms of*
her hands, and her temples, in order to re-
store sensation, |
Perceiving her materially recovered, Ms.
A&ton ordered her servant to go down stairs,
“and inform the gentleman below, that she
was considerably better ;—1In a few moments
the girl returned, * Sir Jasper,” she ' said,
< had desired her to deliver his most respeGtful
complimments to the Lady, to say that he was
extremely delighted to hear of her amend-
ment;"‘and “‘should ‘wait upon her on the
followihg morning to make personal 10~
quiries after her health.” ;
<« Js he gone now then " asked Amica.
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< I dare say he is by this time,” replied
the girl, “ for he desired the waiter to call
him a coach, and there is a stand at the
corner, only three doors off:”’
Believing Amica now to require no at-
tendance which she was not herself able to
. give her, Mrs. Acton dissmissed her maid
" servant from the apartment; and as soon as
they were alone, she burst into a string of
inquiries natural to the situation n which
'sh.e beheld her young, and respected friend ;—
{5 Why, my dear Miss,” she exclaimed,
¢ what can haye happened to you to bring
you to my house in this agitation of mind ?—
has any misfortune happened at your mother
Lady Buckhurst’s?—or have you had any
* bad news from Mr. Leuwitzer ! —God send
that may not be the case.”
< Oh, no, no,” answered Amica, “ I know'
“of _nothing, contrary to his health and
happiness.” '
< Well, that is one good thing, however,”
returned, Mrs, Adton; ¢ but what is. the
* matter my. dear Miss? it must be something
particular. 1. know,, not only by the flurry
of your spirits, but by your clothes; how
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dirty they are! you look as if you had not
had a clean gown on for a week.”

Amica was so well acquainted with the
cleanly foible of Mis. Aéton’s mind, that
she did not regard it as a want of feeling ip
- her to lose a thought upon her dress, at the

moment herself stood so emi’né‘n-t'T‘y in need °

of all her consideration, but placéd it to 1ts
true cause, the prevalence of habit; and
drawing her down upon the sofa by her

side, she gave her a brief but satisfaclory.

account of all that had befallen her, since

the departure of Mr. Leutwitzer from"

England.

In the warmth of her generous feelings
Mis. Aéton inveighed, nay stormed, against
the author of the infamous letter which had
led Amica into the labyrinth of danger from
which she had so fortunately escaped spot-
less:—¢ She and her husband,” she said,
« owed their all to Mr. Leuwitzer; but for
His generosity in restoring to them the five

hundred pounds which Mr. Aélon had been

so unhappy as to lose from his pocket, they

must at that period have sunk in life, perhaps |

never to have risen again;—their circum-
stances were now considerably mended; —
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they could command five hundred pounds
without interfering with the immediate
necessities of their existence ; and she would
go and speak to her husband direétly, to have
advertlsements inserted in the newspapers
,oﬂ'ermg that sum as a reward for any one
. who would discover the author of the letter ;
she stood that sum indebted in equity to M.
Leuwitzer, and it would be a glory to her to
return it to him, in the shape of a service to
one whom he so tenderly cherished.”

Blush ye fluttering insect-inhabitants of
~the drawing-room, who too frequently forget
in your prosperity, the hand which raised
you from obscurity to your present glittering
eminence ; blush, to see yourselves deficient
~ 1n one of the noblest passions which animates
the breast of human beings, whilst the heart
of an inferior swells with the luxury of
gratitude !

With tears Amica heard Mrs. Aéton’s
generous purpose, and with difficulty she
prevented her from putting it into execution.
" Do not, my worthy friend,” she said,
“ believe me ungrateful for your kindness,
ot unwilling to receive a service al your
hands; but indeed, the pursnance of the
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plan you have proposed would prove to me
the reverse of a benefit: It is mot likely tha&
the author of so infamous a plot as that
which ‘I have this.day escaped, should. m |
trusted his secret to -any accomplice; much
Jess likelythat any bribe will induce. him o
betray himself; and the advertisements. you
speak of could answer no end, but that of
blazoning to the world a story,, which the
illiberal’ and prejudiced might turn to my
discredit, and which, in all probability, w:ﬂ
now never be known.

- After some time Mrs. A&ton perceived tha
force of Amicals arguments, and was overs
ruled by them.—She then asked of her
whether she had herself no suspicion who,
amongst her acquaintance, could have been -
sufficiently ill-disposed to commit an actiont
of that unpardonable nature ; and for what

purpose ©

Had Colonel ' Buckhurst possessed any
knowledge of her attions and intentions
subsequently to her quitting the house of his
father, she would not haye been surprised 0
discover, that by means of his nefarious agents
Mr. Demur, he had endeavoured to revenge
himself upon her for the contempt With
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were known and admired: Lady Dellayal had
;&@wsented to him the grandfather of Mr.
* Stanton as a man equal in rank and fortune
to himself ; of course various paragraphs
concerning the marriage would appear in the
¢aily prints; and in these, after the heroic and
generous conduét which he had resolved
upon, he could not fail to be held forth in a
particularly distinguished light!—The trans-
attion, inshert, could not fail to give him
notoriety, and to gain him the greatest cre-
* dit. |
i Hesleptagain, and rising at his usual hour,
met Lady Dellaval at breakfast. He imme-
diately informed her what had been the result
of his meditations: with the most apparent
* satisfaétion she heard bhis declaration, and .
Teplied to it by saying,: “ Do but, Sir, go
through with this undertaking in the spirited
manner in which you speak of it, and great
" indeed will be the pride and esteem with
which I shall regard my father.”
“ Do not fear me,” returned Sir Jasper

<1 am animated by the idea of the laurels

Which will be wound round m_y reputa-
tion,” :

Vo, IIJ, K
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« We will both visit Amica this morning,”
said Lady Dellayal: “ she cannot be too soon
informed of her happiness; I will, therefore,
g0 to her immediately after breakfast; and in
half an hour after, you shall, if you please,
follow me; I will employ the interval in im-
parting to her your generous intentions, and
in preparing her to receive you as her best
friend.”

To this arrangement Sir Jasper agreed,
but pressed his daughter now he had finally
promised to make the desired appeal in be-
half of the young couple to Mr. Stanton’s '
grandfather, to inform him who that gentle-'
man was, in order that he might be the better
prepared for his interview with him; to which
Lady Dellaval had hinted that it was likely

Amica would that very morning conduét
him: but her Ladyship declared that she had
pledged her solemn promise to Amica, not to
tell him, except in her presence; and that,
therefore, out of regard to her word, she must
defer it until they were with her.

The Baronet ridiculed his daughter’s .
scruples, but could not laugh her out of 2
siziét observance of them.
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~ Breakfast being concluded, her Ladyship .
set out in her chariot for Langford’s hotel,
-and in about half an hour after Su' Jasper
followed her.

On arriving at the hotel, he was met at
the door by Mrs. A&on herself, who con-

duéted him up stairs into a handsome dining-
" room, where he found Lady Dellaval and
Amica, whose eyes betrayed them both to
have'been weeping. _
~ For some time the conversation of all the
party bore evident marks of the confusion of
their minds; Lady Dellaval thenfsaid, If:
Amica could summon sufficient courage, .Sir,
she would inquire of you, whether you really
have promised to exert your influence for the
- happiness of her future life. She almost be-
lieves that I am deceiving her; when I tell her:
that you have done so; and can only be per-
feétly convinced of the truth, by your own
" assertion to that effelt.”

“As a proof, my dear Madam,” said Sir
Jasper, addressing Amica, “how earnestly
. your happiness was my desire, when I re-
Quested you to bestow your hand on me, I
have pledged my word to become the inter-
cessor for you to be allowed to bestow it on

K 2
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him, your union with whom promises you
that felicity of which it is my wish to see you
possessed.”

< And do you really promlse this? Kind,
generous, noble-hearted man!” exclaimed
Amica. ;

« Yes,” answered Sir Jasper, ifit is in my
power to remove any obstacle which may at
present exist to your marriage with Mr.
Stanton, and to conciliate his grandfather
to your union, I pledge my honor to exert,
myself to the utmost of my ability for the
accomplishment of this desired end.” o

The tears burst afresh into the eyes of
Amica, and she hid her face on the bosom
of Lady Dellaval; who, on her part, ap-
peared little less agitated than her fair pro-
tegée. '

- <« Now then,” said Sir Jasper, continuing
to address Amica, “ it alone temains for
you to inform me who Mr. Stanton’s grand-
father 1s.”

« ¥ will answer that inquiry,” said Lady
Dellaval ; as she spoke, she drew from her
pocket a red morocco case, which contained
the miniature that it will be recollefted her
Ladyship shewed on the day succeeding her
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masked ball, at Sir Benjamin Buckhurst’s’
as a trinket which bhad been found on the

preceding night in one of her rooms:
After a moment’s hesitation, she it putinto the
hand of Sir Jasper, accompanying her atiion
by saying,  This portrait will give you eve-

' 1y information; in that you will behold

Maurice Stanton’s father.”

After a few moment’s contemplation,—
““ Stanton’s father!” echoed Sir Jasper.
*“ Why this is—yes it must, I cannot be mis-

‘}}

- taken—this is Arlington

« Remember your promise ; remember you
have pledged your honour io its fullilling !
exclaimed in the wildest accents, Lady Del-
laval.

“ This is Arlington then,” said Sir Jas-
per, convinced in his surmises by the emo-
tion of his daughter; ¢ this s Arlington, and
Stanton is your son !”

“ My pride, my glory?” returned Lady
Dellaval ; « one, whose restoration to me
~ renders existence more valuable than it ever
was before; one who will add another
blessing to a mother’s life, by making this
amiable gir]l my child also.”

The Baronet did not speék; he looked

K3 - :
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alternately with a varying countenance upon
his daughter and Amica.

« Recolleft, dear Sir,” said Lady Dellaval,
taking his hand in her’s, and pressing it as
she spoke, “ recolleét that you have pledged
your word to use every means in your power
for prevailing on the grandfather of Mau-
rice Stanton to consent to his union with
Amica—his grandfather cannot therefore
upon his own conditions withhold his ac-
cordance to their petition.” e .

« But I have not promised,” replied Sir -
Jasper, “ to acknowledge him as my legal
heir; therefore as I do not consider him as
‘my grandson, my consent cannot be requi-
site to the union at all.”

Amica burst into tears ;—Lady Dellaval
fell at her father’s feet * Oh Sir,” she ex-
claimed, “ I entreat youto suffer the suit
which is presented to y8ur consideration to
sink into your heart ; has not the false pride
which aftuated you in separating me from

~the only man on earth I ever loved, driven
me to become a charatter I detest to reflect
upon ; and to seek dissipation and exira-
vagance as a relief for my tortured feel-
ings ?—would you, now all the affection
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which I bore that man is revived within my
breast, by beholding my son the exact re-
semblance of what his father was, debar me
of the happiness of cherishing in him the
recollection of my long lost hopes?’—my
ideas are now different; my resolution
stronger than it was when I calmly suffered
myself to be divided from him, to whom
love and religion bound me; I can no lon-
ger cast off my own offspring, though you
cast me off, because I cannot steel my heart
against him.”

Still the baronet did notspeak.

“ In your principle of deriving happiness
from conferring it on my sex, am I, your
daughter, to be the only cxception to your
general rule ?” demanded Lady Dellaval.

“ You will not be the only exception,
if you are doomed to be one at all”, said :
Amica; “ my affections are too closely
linked with yours, for me to taste happiness
while you are denied it ?” :

Instead of being held up to the world
as the excellent and admirable character
to which Sir Jasper had a few hours before
believed that his intercession with the grand--
father of Maurice Stanton would have en-

K 4
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titled him, whilst he was ignorant who that
grandfather was, he now perceived that
if he could not speedily reconcile himself
to accede to Lady Dellaval’s suit, he would
on the contrary be represented to it as a
selfish, unfeeling old fellow, who had sa-
crificed the happiness of his own ‘daugh-
ter, and of an amiable girl, to the caprice
of his ill-tempered opinions:—Now an old
man who is an admirer of the sex, and who
does not intend to relinquish the pursuit of
that passion, even when the passion has
entirely left him, dreads mo accusation so
much as that of ill-temper; his accommo-
dating manners can alone render him en-
durable to females, and therefore the mo-
ment he is reported to be tetchy, or surly,
he loses all chance of being tolerated by
them—upon this consideration the baronet
spoke thus: ¢ I have already told Amica,
that I never will be lax in my exertions to
promote her happiness, in order that I may
by this rule prove to her how earnestly that
end was my desire when I first made her
an offer of my own hand; and I consider
it as no small flattery to myself that she
should refuse to accept Stanton as her hus-
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band in any character but that of my grand-
son ;—I cannot help pleasing myself with
the idea, that if I had been as youthful as
he'is, T might not perhaps have been an
unsuccessful wooer.”

* Lady Dellaval kissed the hand of her
_ father with a rapturous expression of gra-
titude, and moved to the window, to relicve
her heart by g o-xvmfr vent to her tears.

“ Now yogr consent. is obtained,” said
Amica, < I shrink within myself at the
_idea of having suffered it to be asked :—
When I first admitted Maurice Stanton to-
my heart, we were alike the children of a
_generous protector’s‘ bénevolence ; our si-
tuations in life were equal ; now he is risen
in fortunc's scale, I cannot help feeling
myself an intruder upon his prosperity ; and
fearing that I must be considered so by those
with whom he is connected.”

“ Oh forbear, forbear, my dearest Ami-
¢a,” exclaimed Lady Dellaval, *“ have you
not every gualification to render you the
“ pride and ornament of those connexions—
every virtue to endear you to their hearts,
and every claim upon their aﬁ'eéilon, in pos-

K 5
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sessing the love of him through whom you
will become allied to them ?”

« And if the young fellow has any of
my fire in his composition,” exclaimed Sir
Jasper, « he will feel himself doubly blest
at being admitted to a rank in life which

" will enable him fto exalt the condition of
the woman who inspires him with admi-~
‘yation—the man who really loves, never
thinks he is able to bestow sufficient hap-
piness on the object of his admiration.”
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CHAPTER XIL

The Mother’s Tale. )

£ ]
W

WE must now dedicate a few pages to °
the private history of Lady Dellaval, and

. explain the apparent mystery of her being a
" mother, :

We have already seen in the short sketch

* which Sidney Valmont gave, in a former

part of this history, to the Buckhurst family,
of her Ladyship’s life, that she had the mis-
fortune to be deprived of her ma.t_ernai parent
at a very early age, and to be entirely left

to the care, and direction of gouvernantes;

her father paying infinitely more attention
to his own amusements, than either to the
happiness or education of his daughter.
Amongst the numerous persons to whom
was entrusted the formation of her lady-
ship’s mind and manners, her greatest

- favorite was a female whose particular de-

‘K6
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partment it was to communicate to her
pupil a knowledge of the graces; her name
was Arlington :—Soon after Lady Dellaval
bad completed her fifteenth year, Miss
Arlington received a visit from a brother
of hers, who held a curacy in the adjoining"
county :——Hé was a young man of genteel
address, handsome person, and pleasing
manners ; as the guest of her gouvernante,
he became the acquaintance of Lady Del-
laval, and he left an impression on her heart .
which was but a very short time a secret to
Miss Arlington.

Frequent are the instances when persons
placed in the situation of Miss Arlington,
have not the fortitude or principle to prefer

~ the interest of the young person with whose
charge they are entrusted, to their own;
and Miss Arlington by no means possessed
this laudable command over herself: she
considered, thata match with the sole daugh-
ter and heiress of Sir Jasper Wormeaten,
must, in any point of view, be a most glori-
ous advantage for her brother: that she
should rise in situation with him in such a
case; and that therefore on her own account,
as well as his, it was “ a censummation de-
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voutly to be wished.” To this end she was
continually ‘repeating to Lady Dellaval the
ardent passion which was entertained for her
by her brother Frederic, and taking cvery
- opportunity in her power of throwing them
“in the way of each other; the event of which
intrigue was, that when scarcely three months
turned of sixteen, Lady Dellaval was pre-
vailed upon to elope with the brother of her
governess. :

They reached Scotland in - safety; and

~ thence they removed to a spot of retirement

. from the world; but although Frederic Ar-
lington had managed to raise the sum requi-
site for transporting himself and his wife
from Wiltshire to the land of hymeneal
liberty, his means were now utterly expended,
and they were both entirely destitute of that
most requisite of all ingredients—money.

In this deplorable situation they found
themselves before the first week of their
honeymoon was elapsed ; and as the only
clue to extricate them from their labyrinth
of difficulties, Mrs. Arlington wrote to her
father imploring his pardon and assistance.

Her letter conveyed to the Baronet all the
information which he was anxious to receive

Ni
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concerning them, namely the place of their
retreat, for which he immediately set out.—
Hearrived at their coitage of love, at a time
when Mrs. Arlington happened to be alone
in it—He compelled” her immediately to
enter his carriage ; and having given a small
packet in charge to a person of the house for
Arlington on his return, he took his seat by
her in the chaise, and ordered the postilions
to drive off.

Although she had little doubt but that her
husband was dire@ly to follow her, still she
wept that she had not seen him to bid him
farewell, even for the short time she believed
they were to be separated {rom each other;
but when she learnt that it was her father’s
possitive decision that she should never be-
hold him again, her ravings were little short
of madness.—Having conduéted her to his
mansion in Wiltshire, and placed her under
the care of those from whese custody he took
effeClive means to prevent her escape, he
proceeded to London.

The packet which he had left at the cot-
tage for Arlington, contained a lefter from
the Baronet wherein he commanded him to
meet him at the expiration of a week in
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London ; having terms, he said, which he
should then propose to him for the regulation
of his future life;—the packet contained also
a sum of money sufficient to defray his ex-
pences up to the metropolis.—Whatever
’designs the Baronet mighf have in view,
+ Arlington concluded, that, situated as he
was, he could not do better than to make
a shew of obedience to his wife’s father,
By following the direGtions which he had
received.
In London accordingly they met: Arling-
" ton was received by Sir Jasper with that
inflexible pride and haughtiness which he
expetied; but he did not expeéi the sentence
which he received from his lips;—afler some
preliminary discourse the Baronet thus
addressed him: < You are a very young
man, and therefore are not perhaps ac-
quainted how far the step of which you have
been guilty, renders you amenable to the
laws of your country.—It is in my power to
arraign you in a court of justice for the
crime of havipg stolen an heiress of minor
years; the consequence of your conviétion
would be the imposition of a fine beyond
what it is in your power to pay, and you
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would thus become a prisoncr for life ; your
sister.alsg might be made 2 sharer in your
punishment, as an accomplice in the att;—
but it is not my design to deal thus harshly
with you; I have the ability to get you
instantly appointed to @ chaplainship in a
regiment which is at this hour embarking
for the Rast Indies ;—if therefore you choose
to accept it, I shall appoint proper persons
to see you on board the vessel this very day ;
if you refuse, 1 shall instantly proceed to
“enter against you a process at law :—DBut
remember also, that I procure you this ap-- ¢
pointment dpon the condition of your mever
breathing a syilable relative. to. your mar-
riage; the instant 1 can prove a word to
* that eflect to have failen from your lips, L
revoke my favor towards you, and change
my conduct to such as the law will authorize
me to exert.”

The confusion of Arlington’s mind, and
the disagreeable stale of his feelings, may be
easily imagined; he was not sufficiently ac-
quainted with the nature of the laws to be
able to reply by any effeélive argument to
those advanced by Sir Jasper ; and probably
not heroic enough in his love to be able to
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endure the idea of utter ruin from a per-
severance in the rashness he had committed,
he embraced the plan which the Baronet
offered to his acceptance.

Sir Jasper having thus succeeded in re-
moving Arlington from the country where
. his presence must have been inimical to his

proud views, he next turned his thoughts

towards Arlington’s sister, who alse had it
it in her power to divulge the secret which
must prove a stab to the future prospetts of
 his ill-guided daughter; accordingly having,
‘without much difficulty, convinced Miss Ar-
lington that a propagation of the truth on
her part must prove utter ruin to her own
charadter in the situation she was fated to
move in through life, as it must prevent any
mother from placing confidence in her as the
prote6tress of her daughter, he prevailed

upon her to accept the place of teacherin a

family with which he was acquainted, who
were on the point of setting out for Russia ;
and at parting he gave her an hundred pounds
as a douccur farther to ensure her, if possible,
from tattling.

These two dangerous persons being re-
moved, Sir Jasper returned to his own home,
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where he had left his daughter in the care of
those who had faithfully fulfilled the trust
reposed in them, without a knowledge of the
cause from which their services had been
demandea"—-He' found his daughter in that
wretched state of mind which was to be ex-
pe&ed from a girl of her age deprived of the.
first objest of her Jove; he informed her of
the steps he had taken; and the firmness of
his manner, by leavmo' her no hope of be-
holding her husband again, almost drove her
to desperation. 7

To remove her from the observation of his’
neighbours in her present staie of mind, the
Baronet judged judicious, as he hoped it
might proveadvantageousto the tranquillizing
of her spirits, by giving her new and vary-
ing objgéls for her contemplation; he ac-
cordingly resolved to travel with her for a
year; and to this end he took her from
Wiltshire as soon as a few hasty preparations
could be made for that purpose.

Their only female attendant was a woman
of rather advanced years; she had lived in the
service of his late wife, and had ever since
been retained as a member of his household;
he believed her sufficiently attached to his
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family by the benefits which she had received

from it, to bury in secrecy the cause of his

daughter’s grief, if she were ever tempted to

communicate to one of her ngn sex the
source of her evident mfelicity.
The season of the year was that of summer, -

and they immediately proceeded into Wales.

Sir Jasper engaged a habitation in one of the

‘most romantic spots of the principality, and

by constantly wandering with his daughter
amidst the everchanging beauties of the
country, he entertained the hope of sootbipg

“her mind, and diverting it in the course of

- time from its favourite subjedi of refletion :

When about three months had been passed

~ by them in this manner of life, that discovery

which had alone haunted the imagination of
Sir Jasper since his dismissal of Ailington
from England, was made to him—his daugh-
ter was about to become a mother.

The Baronet had foreseen the probability
of this event, and therefore his mind was not

. unprepared to encounter, Without permit-

ting her a voice in any instance relative to
the imprudent step of which she had been
guilty, he considered it almost a condescen-
sion in him to inform her of his plans for the
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concealment of what he denominated, her
shame. :

We have already sald that Sir Jasper and
his daughter had with them a confidential
female servant; this womzn whose name
was Smith, had frequently received visits in
Wiltshire from a man named Winstanley, of -
whom Mrs. Arlingfoﬁ knew no more than

“ that he was called Smith’s lover, and said to
enjoy a small post under government; but
of what nature this situation was, or where
he resided, she was entirely ignorant :—about |
six weeks before the time of her confinement
this man appeared at their Welch residence,
and was in the course of a few days after his
arrival, married to Mrs. Smith, and admitted
by Sir Jasper an imhabitant of his house;
and at the expiration of a few more days he
again dup'u‘ted

At length arrived the time of Mrs. Arling-
ton’s release from her burden ; ; and the fruit
of her marriage proved a boy :—As soon as
she was sufficiently recovered to be able to
travel, she was requiréd by her father to take '
leave of Mrs. Winstanley and her child;
and was informed by him that she must not
entertain the idea of ever secing either of
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them again:”— He had,” he said, « settled -
two hundred a year upon the child for its
life; and had given Mr. Winstanley a
thousand pounds upon the condition of his
returning at the expiration of another year
mto Wales, and taking back with him his

. vife and the,child, to his own abode, as the
" widow of a Welch clergyman, with whom
he had accidentally become acquainted and
married; and the child was to pass for the
offspring of her first marriage.”

Mrs. Arlington had requested that her
“child might be named Frederick after his
father, but had never been able to gain
information whether her wish had been
complied with; she entreated to be told
. where Mr. Winstanley’s residence was, but
1n this desire likewise she was not gratified ;
Sir Jasper refusing to give her any know-
ledge which might ever lead her to behold
the offspring of her ill-advised marriage
again.

With regret she parted from her chlld
but it was a trivial inquietude compdred
with that which rent her breast when she

refleéted on her separanon from her hus-
band.
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On leaying Wales the Baronet lmmedlatel y
repaired with his daughter to a fashionable
watering-place, as a prelude to her public
introduction to the great world in London.
A very short time after their arrival on this
spot, intelligence rcached Sir Jasper, whiclr,
although it communicaied infinite satisfac-
tion and‘ relief to his feelings, he had still
enough of the father in his heart to be for
some time apprehensive of communicating
to his daughter; and this intelligence was,
the death of Arlington, who had fallen a
yiétim to the climate, a very few weeks after.
his landing in India.

| The ohject of his resentment being re-
moved from the power of causing any further
interruption to his views for his daughter,
Sir Jasper used every tenderness in com-

- municating to her the event of his death.—
For a time she sunk into a desponding
me!ancl_mly, which if not speedily overcome,
appeared materially to threaten her health.

* Sir Jasper trusting to the efficacy of novel
scenes, flattery, admiration, and every soother -
of the female mind, to win her thoughts
from the dead, by fixing them upen the
living, used every means in his power for
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giving her a worldly cmiscquence which
might call her thoughts from herself. —In.
the course of about six months he so far
succeeded in his plan, that his daughter
beginning to feel the pleasures which were
offered~to her acceptance, a relief for the
térturihg refleGiions which corroded  her
 breast, indulged in them, not because they
were what she best loved, bui because
she found them short lived opiates to her
cares. :
Haying once begun to admit the gaieties
' of fashionable life as Lethean draughts to her
- sorrowing soul, her pursuit of them daily
increased ; not because her heart became
daily more devoted to pleasure, but because
- the relief she experienced from dissipation
Was so unsubstantial as to require frequent
changes and augmentations to preserve o it
the power which she required from it.—
- Most of the fashionable men with whom she
formed in‘.l_;imacies, she despised; but still she
dreaded the solitude of her own refletions
100 much not to use every means of inducing
them to flutter round her; but although she
received the attentions of all, there was not
one whom she could endure the idea of
2

T~
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admitting to her heart, and she almostbelieved
that she should never marry a second time,—
But at length perceiving that she Was arriv-
ing at an age when she could no longer
command the adoration of the votaries of
fashion as a single woman, and that marrlags
alone could still keep them in her train, she
bestowed her hand without any preference

for the man, upon Sir John Dellaval.

Sir John was a man of weak intellects
and ordinary person; a man by no means
calculated to efface from her mind the recol-
JeGtion of her first and only love ; the com-
parison was constantly in her ideas; and
misery habitually the inmate of her heart:—
Sir John had only one gualification which
could act as a softener of her lot, and this was
his wealth; a free access to which he per-
mitted her,and with whichshe used to purchase
those pleasures which in the short period of
their enjoyment procured ber the happiness
of forgetting herself. A

At the end of a few years Sir J ohn died:—
during the period that the forms of decorum .
required of her a seclusion from ihe world,
to which no regret for his loss prom po.ed her;
the thoughts of Lady Dellaval took a new
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desirous of calling her child, had that day
trembled ; but upon the flattering wings
of hope, joy arose to the relief of her
feelings, when Sir Jasper declared the
honorable conduét which he had pursued ;-—~—
& My happiness,” he said, “ is to be-
,stow happiness. on the sex; and I have
this day enjoyed a banquet by promot-
ing the felicity of so exquisite a female as
Amica.”

Lady Dellaval scized eagerly upon his
words; could she prevail upon him to
pursue this system a little farther in the
cause of her, who owed her salyation to
his honor, she might, by an innocent and ho-
norable stratagem ensure the eventual
" happiness of both Amica and her beloved
son. : '

We have already been witnesses of |
ber proceedings to this end; ‘and we
trust ‘that there is no heart which will
not rejoice in a mother’s triumph, when
she is enabled to recall to her maternal
"embraces the son who has by cruel des-
tiny been exiled from the bléssings of a
mother’s affeétion, and to reward lLis past

Vo, IIL M
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‘CHAPTER XIV.
< Foul Deeds will rise.””

NO sooner had that happy accommodation
taken place which bound Sir Jasper, Amica,
and Lady Dellaval, in eternal friendship, than
her Ladyship insisted on removing her future
daughter from Mrs. AGlon’s to her own
house; accordingly, after an affeGiionate fare-
well on the part of Amica to her good land-
. lady, they departed for Poriman-square:

' When the agitation which had filled the
breast of each, had in some measure subsided,
Lady Dellaval began to speak of those who
were absent. © Our joy,”
be too soon imparted to those who are the
most nearly allied to us in friendship and
affeGlion ; be it therefore your business, my

she said, ¢ cannot

dearest Amica, to inform our common friend

Mr. Leuwitzer, by letter, of what most im=

mediately concerns yourself: I mean of the

discovery of the error which has for some
' M2
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time past subsisted of your supposed affinity
to Lady Buckhurst:—1I will myselfaddress to
him a confirmation of my suspicions that in
his protegé Maurice Stanton I beheld my
son; and of the reconciliation I have pro-
cured for him to his grandfather; but I shall
entreat him not to disclose a hint of this event
to Frederick; I must enjoy the luxury of
making that disclosure to him myself—there-
fore, dear girl, if you write to him, not a
word upon the subjet, as you judge me
worthy of your love.” :
Amica promised compliance, and in her
letter to Frederick Arlington, for as such we
must now know him, mentioned Lady Del-
laval only as the kindest of friends, who had |
taken her under her protection since her
being deprived of that of her supposed mo-
ther.
The feelings of them all now began to
subside into greater tranquillity; and Sir
Jasper and his daughter turned their thoughts
_towards the discovery of the insulter of Ami-
ca’s honor, by whose villainous epistle be
had been summoned to meet her in the infa-
mous house, where he had the day before s0
unexpectedly appeared to her view.
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Sir Jasper having received Amica as the
intended wife of his grandson, consequently
considered her from that instant as a part of
his family ; and regarded it as his indispen-
sable duty to aét strenuously towards the de-
tection and disgrace of whoever had endea-
. voured to bring dishonor upon her ; and de-~
clared to her his intention of immediately
pursuing means to that end.

The gentle Amica, with tears starting into
her eyes as she spoke, besought him to desist
~ from his purpose; she trembled at the idea of
its being known to the world that even the
arts of villainy had invelgled her for an in-
stant into a house of the nature from which
he had been her proteétor.

“ I admire the delicacy of your apprehen-
sions,” said Sir Jaéper, “ but trust me they
are groundless;—as I was your only com-
panion in that house, and as I permit you to
marry my grandson, your innocence cannot
but be manifest to every individual.”

Amica turned her eyes upon Lady Dellaval,
and read in her countenance a counfirmation
of the argument which Sir Jasper had ad-
vanced.

M3
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The suspicions of Lady Dellaval fell upon
Colonel Buckhurst: Amica had slighted his
‘advances towards her heart ; and she believed
him capable of resenting a disappointment
which affetled equally his pride and his
passions, with any degree of severity.
Sir Jasper suspeéled Valmont, and the .
argument upon which he grounded his sus-
; picion, was this; that a man of fashion and
pleasure like him, must be too well acquaint-
ed with the town to have innocently mis-
taken —’s hotel, for that kept by Mus.
Aéton; and that the chaise which had
brought them from Richmond to London,
must bave been previously dire¢ted by him to
the former of the two houses. -

¢ I have never consciously been the enemy
of any one,” said Amica. “ Whoever it is
that has attempted so cruelly to mjure me, is
doubly guilty in having planned the ruin of
one, by whom no provocation had ever been
given him.”
In the most soothing accents, Sir Jasper
endeavoured to compose her agitated spirits;
~indced his conduét towards Amica was now
tsuch, that it appeared as if his disposition
had undergone an entire change ;—the faci

v L]
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was, that his cares and pleasures had hitherto
~ been entirely confined to himself; he was
now for the first time experiencing the bene-
ficial effeCis of exerting himself in the cause
of another person ; and enjoying the mental
recompense of having performed an action
- upon which it gave him pleasure to reflect.

Lady Dellaval observed the change, and
she could not restrain herself from exclaim-
ing, “ Oh, my dear Sir, is not the gratifica-
tion which you experience in protetting this
lovely and amiable girl, superior to that
- which you have been accustomed to reap
from your attentions to her sex?”

At the first moment he answered her
question only by a grave turn of his coun-
tenance, but as his eyes wandered from her
to Amica, and he perceived the sunshine of
joy chasing from her lovely countenance the
tears which had lately bedewed it, and consi-
dered that he was the instrument of the happy
change, he again directed his regards to
Lady Dellaval, and relaxing into a smile, he
replied, “ Why, I believe it may be so; not-
withstanding the exercise I have used this
morning, I never felt in better spirits in my

M4
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life, and I have not even taken my nervous
drops.”

Amica had been left alone in the drawing
room by Sir” Jasper and Lady Dellaval for
the purpose of writing her letter to Frederick;
and just as she had concluded it, she heard
footsteps on the stairs, and voices, of which
one appeared to be that of a servant who was
endeavouring to prevent some visitor from
ascending.—In the course of a few seconds
the door of the room in which she was sitting
was opened, and she beheld Sidney Valmont.

“ Ah ma belle ange!” he exclaimed, “isit °
possible that I behold you here, scated in the
tranquillity of happiness and ease; —and
doubtless under the proteétion of Sir Jasper
Wormeaten ¢

The latter part of his sentence was spoken
as a question; and Amica foo much con-
fused by his appearance to be immediately
able to collect her ideas to consider how it be-
came her to reply, articulated mercly a falt-
tering ““ Yes.”

“I wish you joy with all my soul,” he
eried, “and I must have one kiss to re—."

g 2 ex.cflain}ed Amica, interrupting his
apostrophe, and rising from her seat, for she.
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perceived him advancing towards her with
open arms, and a smile of libertinism on hu
countenance, ° what is it you mean!” :

“ Mean, ma chere,” he ejaculated, “ wh_y
that I see you in one of the most enviable
situations about town, and that if jou don’t
‘grant me a kiss to thank me for having been
the instrument of your obtaining it; and
coax Sir Jasper into giving me his living:
into the bargain; you are the most ungrate-
ful little puss ——.” :

Amica flew towards a door of the room
‘which was open, but as he pronounced these
words, he succeeded in catching her in his
arms, and at the moment he was endeavour-
ing to take the boon which he had requested,
a shriek burst from her lips, and Lady Del-
laval entered the apartment. i

Immediately upon her entrance, Valmont
let fall Amica’s hand from his; and bowmg '
to Lady Dellaval, whilst he wrinkled ‘his
features with a grin of self-sufficiency, he
said,  Good Gad! is your Ladyship return-
ed to town?”

Sidney Valmont, like most of Eady Dcl~
laval’s acquaintance, had been accustomed to

hear from her lips, only the ﬂxppant tones of
M5
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fashion, and comments upon ‘common-place
subjeéts which it required: neither sense to
conceive, nor eloquence to discuss;—he had
'seen only the assumed charaéter underneath
which she attempted to forget the real suffer-
ings of her soul; and entirely unacquainted
that she possessed any other, the stern air of
gravity which overspread her features caused
him some slight degree of surprise, which
was swelled into utter astonishment when he
heard her address him with, < Pray, Mr.
Valmont, in what manner can you apologize
for the liberty of which I have just now seen
You attempting to be guilty?” A

With a countenance and tome of voice
which did not either of them imply perfeét
composure of mind, Valmont replied, « That
“he had been soliciting the young lady to
-exert her mﬂuence with Sir Jasper, for him
.o be appointed to the living shortly expeéted
to be vacant in that gentleman’s gift; and
that he hoped her Ladyship would also es-
pouse his cause.’

The eye of Lady Della\,al continued fixed
upon him whilst-he spoke, and when he be-
came silent, she said, “1I thought as I was

: approachmw towards This apartment, that I
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heard you speaking of some service for which
she stood indebted to you.”

. Valmont’s confusion increased ; heattempt-
ed to smile, but the effort was difficult to
accomplish, for there appeared to him so
great a mystery in the countenance of Lady
Dellaval, that he dreaded lest its elucidation
might be of a nature unfavourable to him-
self.

We think it cannot have been a doubt.
to our readers, that by Sidney Valmont
was penned the letter which invited Sir
Jasper Wormeaten to meet Amica i the
~ house of infamy to which be had deceived
her, instead of conduéting her to the pro-
tection of her friend Mrs. Acton; believing,
that if by the joint effedt of her refleGtions
on the orphan state to which she was o un-

expecledly reduced, and the pressure of pre-
~ sent calamity and poverty, she were hurried
into compliance with the Baronet’s wishes,
and raised to a high place in his favour,
that his pretensions to the living would not be
disputed when he was known to Sir Jasper
‘to have been the instrument of his feli-
city—Upon this morning accordingly, which
was the one succeeding the day on which he
M O
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had perpetrated his diabolical plot, he called
in Portman Square to visit the Baronet, not
doubting but that in the course of his wisit,
he should learn what had been the issue of
his villainous scheme :—On arriving in Port-
man Square, big with hope, he insisted on
seeing the Baronet, although some objeétions
were made by the servants to admitting him ;
Sir Jasper having directed that they should
- say he was engaged, if any one asked in the
course of the morning to see him:—accor-
dingly on entering the drawing room, and
finding Amica there, with the utmost com-
posure, and complacency of mind beaming
in her eye, it can scarcely want to be explain-
ed that he regarded these circumstances as a
confirmation of the Baronet and herself
being" become the best possible friends; and
conceived that he might now without reserve
confess how far he had been conducive to
their becoming so:—His address therefore to
Amica was but natural in the situation in
which be did not doubt her to be placed;
and his subsequent vaunt of the debt which
she owed him, and which was overheard by
Lady Dellaval as she approached the apari-
ment, furnishes one more instance of how
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constantly the finger of Providence so direéts,
what appear the accidents of life, that men
who possess minds sufficiently base to plin for
their own private advantage the fall of the in-
nocent, become the instruments of their own
destruction. '
~Although not a professed pupil of Lava-
ter, Lady Dellaval was sufficiently well ac-
quainted with the nature of human beings
to be able to read the workings of the mind
in the face;—upon that of Valmont there
was enough of guilt to have fully conviéted
him to her, bad she not possessed theadditional
evidence of the declaration which she had
heard him malke, as she had advanced towards
the drawing room; accordingly taking the
hand of Amica, and leading her to the door
which aétion she accompanied by an instruc-
tion of her eye, to retire, she thus addressed
him: ““ You have seen me, Mr. Valmont, dissi-
pated, and it hence appears that you consider
me devoid of every sentiment of delicacy and
honor:—I have undoubtedly been a votary of
fashion as well as yourself; but if : your ideas
~of fashion exclude every regard to principle, I
am happy to say that there are undoubtedly
two classes of fashion’s worshippers, and that
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1 hold my place in one distinét from your-
self”’— ‘

-« You astonish me, my dear Madam, utter-
ly astonish me,”replied Valmont, interrupting
her address.

<« The impression 1is mutual,” rejoined

Lady Dellaval: “ Iam as much astonish-
ed at the extessive depravity of which
it is now evident to me that you have
been guilty, as you can be in finding that
beneath the surface of flippancy and
fashion which you have beheld in me, I

still possess a mind of rationality and prin-

ciple.”
| The door opened again, and Sir Jasper
entered the apartment;—the shriek. which

Amica had uvttered, had reached him in his

chamber, which was above the drawing room,
and recognizing her voice, he had no sooner
heard it, than he drew on his morning gown,
for he was at the moment in the aét of dress-
ing, and descended to inquire into the cause
with all the precipitancy he wasable to use—

_ Upon the stairs he met Amica, who had just
left the drawing room at the instance of Lady

Dellaval ; he perceived her to be pale and:
trembling; he inquired the reason of
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her agitation, and Amica rather surpriz-
ed into an explicit reply, than intend-
ing to give one, repeated to him the
expressions which Valmont had used.

¢ Said he so,” exclaimed the Baronet, It
is plain then who has been your insulter; and
he shall quickly learn what is the happiness
which I conceive that women ought to
enjoy; and what the contempt which
those deserve who would deprive them of
i

Uncertain whether to claim the Baro-‘
net as friend or foe, Valmont renew-
ed his bows and forced smiles at his en-
trance. ]

« T think, Sir,” said Sir Jasper,  the last
time I saw you, you petitioned me to place
you in a living which is daily expected to be
in my gift.” :

Still undecided what to expeét, Valmont
bowed again, almost to the ground, and re-
turned a reply in the affirmative.

 And pray, Sir,” returned Sir Jasper, “ give
- me leave to ask what part of my conduét had
authorized you to suppose, thatan act of the
meanest depravity, like the one of which
I know you to haye been guilty, would ren-
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der you in my estimation, worthy of possess-
ing it?”

U pon this question Valmont decidedly per-
ceived that he had been mistaken in his ideas of
the Baronet’s charaéler; and assuming the
tone of an injured man, he exclaimed, what

" at of depravity is it, Sir, that you dare lay to
my charge? I demand an explanation of your
words.”

« You shall have it,” replied Sir Jas-
per, < although I am perfectly aware
that it is a needless recapitulation, in
as brief a manner as possible.” He then
gave it, and added, * the request con-
tained in your dark epistle was complied

| with;——1I have taken the friendless Ami-
ca under my wing; and that she may
.not hereafter ever again ‘be in want of a na-
tural protector, Ishall give her my g grandson
for a husband.”

“ Your concerns, Sir, ean be nothing to
me,” replied Valmont petulantly, * but I re-
commend you, as a gentleman, to retratt
what you bave said of me before I leave
this bouse, or I shail be compelled to call
upoa you to prove your words.”
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* When you pleasc Sir,” returned Sir
Jasper.

¢ Remember, Sir, that a single assertion
is of little effeét in law ; and you will find it
difficult to produce any witnesses, [ am certain,
of what you are so bold as to advance,” cried
- Valmont.

« 1 have one,” returned Sir Jasper, ““ in
my Amica, whose voice yesterday produced
such an effeét on me, that I think I could
trust to it for moving every court in the king-
dom to her cause.”
~ Biting his lips with rage, and snatching
his hat from the table as he spoke, Vilmont
said, * You shall hear from me, 8ir, you may
depend upon it, ou le diable m’cmporte.”

“ That is a contingency which I thiok by
no means unlikely to happen,” said Sir Jasper
calmnly. : '

Valmont had already reached the door of
the apartment, but turning hastily round, he
exclaimed, ¢ What’s that you say, Sir?”

I say, Sir,” returned the Baronet, that
I think it by no means an improbable thing
that a man who professes to be a minister of
religion, and endeavors to procure himself a

#
3
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benefice by the jointly dishonorable afls of _
anonymous letter writing, and attempting to
betray an innocent and virtuous girl into the
hands of a libertine, may receive an honorary
summons from that power which is an enemy
to the church.”

Mouttering an oath between his teeth, Val- .
mont darted out of the room, and hurrying.
down stairs left the house.

« Well,” cried the Baronet, when the man
of reverence had taken his departure, “ YWhat
say you, Lady Dellaval; have not I played
my part to admiration? have not I done in--
finitely better in treating him with contempt,

~than if I had shown him that I considered
him of sufficient importance to merit a
severer punishment for his offence?”

Lady Dellaval was too much gratified by
beholding her father standing forth the steady
champion of Ami;‘c‘a, to breathe a syllable
which might render him dissatisfied with any
step which he had taken in her cause ; but in
her own heart she trembled lest Sir Jasper
might have spoken his sentiments too freely
upon the presumptive proofs of Valmont’s
guilt, of which he was alone possessed ; and
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| she experienced a considerable degree of
amuet_y, lest any unpleasant consequences
should arise from it.

Valmont had not been gone many minutes
hefore dinner was announced; whilst the
servants were present, the comments of the
. assembled party upon the transactions of the
marning were restrained, and scarcely were
they left at liberty by the removal of the
cloth, ere Amica was informed that there was
a person below, who called herself Acton,
and who requested to be permitted to speak
to er immediately upon particular business. .

<« Whatever is of importance to you, my
dear Amica, is now so to us,” said Lady
Dellaval;” I dare say, therefore, that my father
will have no objeélion to your receiving her
here.”

Sir Jasper desired that she might be im-
mediately ushered in. —Tn the course of a
few minutes she entered the dining room ;
her step was hurried, and a considerable de-
gree of agitation was visible on her counte-
nance, but it appeared the emotion of plea-
sure, rather than pain.—Dropping a hasty
courtesy at her entrance, without fixing her
eyes on any one but Amica, she advanc ed
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towards her exelaiming, “ Oh, my dear
Miss Amica! I have found out who it was
that took you to-that wicked house—jyes,
thank Heaven, I am come at the truth of who
it was; and here I am on purpose to tell
you.”

All present expressed their surprise how -
Mis. Acton could have been enabled to make
such a discovery; and Lady Dellaval said,
“Is he a clergyman, Mrs. Aéton?”’

“ Yes, my Lady,” replied the good
woman, “ he is indeed, but such clergymen, .
as I say, my wery blood boils to think of -
them ;—but may I tell my story ?”

She was desired to begin it direéily, with
which request she complied in the following
words: “ I dare say, Ma’am,” addressing
Amica, “ you very well remember my second .
son George: he is now one of the post boys

at the Castle at Richmond: It so happened
 that he this morning drove a couple of ladies
to my brother’s house ; and when he had put
up his horses he came into the bar, and he
said to me, ©“ Well, mother, I had a charming
Job yesterday; I got a present of two guineas -
of Mr. Valmont, our Richmond parson.”—
s« Valmont!” T echoed, « Yes,” he replied,
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. < the parson had been up to some sly trick or

3

another,” as he expressed it, « for he gave
me the two guineas to set him and a young
woman down at a house”—(you can’t want
to be told where, Ma’am )— upon condition

that if she should ask me whether ‘the house

+ was Langford’s hotel, I should say, yes.”

“This is proof positive,” said Sir Jasper
in a half whisper to Lady Dellaval.

Mrs. Aéton overheard him, and replying
to his words said, < Proof indeed, Sir’—I
knew the minute George told me of it, who

* the lady must have been, and I called out,

“ Why boy,” says I,  you’ll tremble when
you hear who it was you carried there ;—she ig
safe now, thank God! but I hope the peril she
has been in will be a lesson to you, how you
ever become a cat’s paw again to gentlemen
in their wicked doings! That young woman,
as you call her, was no other than that dear |
Young lady, that your father’s best friend Mr.
Leuwitzer brought up as his own daughter,
and entrusted to me for the first dozen years
of her life! —Oh, if you had seen how
George looked.— Was it?” he cried, “ was

12 but is she indeed safe?”—I assured him
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you were so.— Heaven be praised,” he
cried, “ if she had not, T should never have
known another happy minute!”—¢ And can
you be happy now, said I, with the money
that was given you for such a wicked pur-
pose in your pocket; or be content to keep
it there >—If you don’t go to parson Valmont,
the minute you get back to Richmond, and
return him his dirty gold, I never desire to
see you step over the threshold of the house
I live in again,”

« And what said George ?”* inquired Sir
Jasper. _

< Ohg Sir,” replied Mrs. Aéton, « George
is a good lad, though I am his mother that
say so of him—and he’ll not be five minutes
in Richmond, depend ‘upon it, without fol-
lowing my advice.” :

“ This is very fortunate,” said Lady Del»
laval. “ Valmont will now find that we have
more than pres"umptive proof of his guilt;
and I shall not be surprised if a journey to
his native Welch mountains be the result of
his making the discovery; for the most vicious
know how detrimental to their easy passage
through life is the lgss of that reputation
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which they value only on account of its
utility to them in their intercourse with so-
eiety.” ‘

« T ever considered him as a votary of
fashion and folly, but never supposed that
he could have been guilty of such meditated

. profligacy,” remarked Amica.

¢ It is not unlikely that he thought thus of
himself,” replied Lady Dellaval, « till circum-
stances conspired to ‘tempt him to if: a de-
votion to the shrine of fashion is the most dan-
gerous ascendency which can assail the mind

of youth; a full purse, and a strong mind
are frequently insufficient to prevent it from
engendering vicious habits; and with neither
of these defences for its guard. it is almost
certain to descend into immorality. F ashion | |
truly denominated is vanity; and it is vanidy |
which leads young men like Sidney Valmont
to despise the pursuance of a lucrative trade,
and select for themselves a profession which,
will scarcely find them bread; and upon which
they determine to live like men of fashion
" without the means of mechanics ; and amidst
the innumerable instances which we are daily
Witnessing of such fashionable folly, we can-
not be surprised if single individuals present

A

3
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CHAPTER XYV,

“ Joy's extatic Trial.”

AT‘ length the time arrived at which
Amica received intelligence from Mr. Leu-
- witzer that he should embark inthe next
packet from Cuxhaven ; and on the receipt
of this letter, Lady Dellaval, whose eagerness
to declare herself to her son was uncontrolable
resolved that Amica and herself should meet.
the travellers at Harwich:—Sir Jasper de-
bated on the possibility of his attending them,
" but the gout had again usurped dominion
aver his feet; and it was unanimously decided
that he could not undertake the -journey
without material inconvenience and paiu to
- himself. !
Sir Jasper was one of those men whoe go
through with whatever they underuake; it
Vor. ilL N
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therefore really was ' in his inélination, had it

‘been in his ability tohave been'one' of those
who' welcomed Mr. Leuwitzer 'and” young

Arlington on shore; ‘and “as he ‘could ﬁ&t"g’o
in person to enjoy their thanks and admiration
of his disinterested conduéi, he was’ obliged
to console himself with imagining how mubh :
opportunity for expatiating on his exeellence,
his absence would afford them—Indeed thie
Baronet was now almost come to the'con-
vittion' of there’ being a very considérable
degree of happiness to be enjoyed by hvn‘lﬂ' ~
in the bosom of a family from whom Tie're-
ceived those anxious attentions by \w hl(‘jl
Lady Dellaval and Amica displayed to him
their gratitude for his late conduét, in that in-

- stance where the felicity of them both had so

materially depended upon his decision; and
he now believed that he only wanted to prove .
Amica of respelable birth, to be without a
wish; for itis not every mind which can per-

~ suade itself to regard an individual, metely for

the simple worth of that individual’s heart,

without admitting into the scale the ad-

~ventitious - circumstances of birth and for-
SPunefsst 35
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. On  reaching Harwich, Lady - Dellaval
,Vandhe; fair protegée learnt that the passengers
from the Cuxhaven packet/had been, landed
acarly an hour, and Amica instantly hastened
on. the, wings of affeGtion to the apartment
rwhich con'tai_nied her beloved friend Adelaide
and her revered proteétor Mr. Leuywitzer—
Their joy at meeting was as greab as it
was. reciprocal, “ Oh my /dear girl!” ex-
claimed Mrs. Weimar, folding Amica to her
breast, “ how grateful is it at -this moment
'to ‘my feelings, to be welcomed to my beloved
England by an affeCtionate friend like your-
aelf :

. Mr. Leuwitzer claimed the next embmc__e,
and as he received her to his arms, he said,
““You are now, my dear child, once more en}
- tirely mine ; I believe I was never reckoned a
very selfish man, but certainly either on your
_account, or my own, I cannothelp feeling
_very well satisfied that all connexion between
. yourself angl that strange family, is atan end.”
 He next turned to- Lady Dellaval, whose eyes
‘were fixed in sparkling joy upon her beloved,
_her longlostson,and drawingher aside, he said,
“What do I not owe to you and Sir Jasper,. fon
N2
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the kindness you have during my absence
shewn to my dear Amica?” R
e 1 am still your debtor,” replied Lady
Dellaval. © What do I not owe to your hu-
manity and benevolence for having. been
the guardian, the father of my son’s friend-
less state »—You have not imparted to him,”
she added, < that I am lns mother?” _
« I have complied with your request of
secrecy,” he answered : < He merely knows
_that he has a mother in existence, and that a
ghort time will disclose her to him.” :
< He has been too long deserted by her 3
' already,” replied Lady Dellaval; *“ and every
. minute that 1 now kéep him in ignorance of
- his birth, I am adding to the injustice of my
past conduét;—but I cannot disclose ‘myself
- to him before these strangers,” casting her
_eyes as she spoke upon Mrs., Weimar and
_Lord Abberville. I will retire into another
_room; have the goodness to direét him to
: fellow me.’
oy rederu.k Arlington recewed 1319 mstrnc-
,tlons from Mr. Leuwilzer, and found Lady
: Deilaval in a prwate apar tment of the mu,
anxiously : awa:tm his commg,-—-‘xt her in-
‘vltatmn be placed h:mself on a chalr next

\ . _ -
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to her 5, and she then szud & you have been
already informed that‘you have a mother in
existence ?”’ '

Frederick rephcd in the affirmative.

«Y am deputed by your mother,” Lady
Dellaval continued, * to give you a short
sketch of those circumstances of her life,
which compelled her to desert the child of
her affeétions.”—She pansed an 'instant, and
having then detailed to him a brief history
of hersclf, she said, * what are now your
sentiments with refrard to your mother? do
vou pity Her for the perversity of her fate 2
or does her neglect of youself cause you
to view her idea with the eye of coldness?”

« Oh no, no, no,” replied Frederlck g b
‘venerate her for the love which she bore
my father—I adore her for the affeétion
‘which she expresses for myself. You say she
“has it in her power to bestow afftuence on
me: that T value not; it is the treasure of a
mother’s affelion that I covet: Oh could T
now behold her! in the joy of a mother’s.
embrace, every other consideration would
be forgotten ; I would say, < Oh my mother,
: give me the only inheritance I ask! give
me your affection, take me to your heart !

2 N3
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'_""" «Bohold it rmdy to receive you,” ex--
cLumcd Lady Dellaval, '« Fredcuck‘ FIL-
derlck' Iam your ‘mother.”

" The succeeding mmu’ces were given to
the ‘incoherence of joy, and can be better
delineated by the feelings of the heart ﬂ]dll
by {he traces of the pen.

When a tolerable degree of composure
Tef{{rned to the fecling of Lady Dellaval, she
saxd « Oh my son, what do I not owe to
your existence? the anticipation of this
blissful moment has reclaimed me from a life

: of folly, and irregularity—a life of dissipa-

tion, from which the mind of every well
educated being ought to revolt.”
¢ But recollett, dearest madam,” said

 Frederick, “that the life you have passed

since your scparatmn from my father, was

'not the effett of your choice, but the re-

source of your'sorrowing heart.”
« Would that my voice,” returned Lady

Dellaval, « could convince other unfortu-
mates, who may be inclined to pursue my
‘st‘e'pé‘. how ineffeciual a remedy for care 1s
g dlSSlpfltlon and that the only balm for a
:‘;\\oanded mmd 1s the pursuance of such
“a condudl as leaves 1t no quarrel w ith itself
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~the vanities of fashion are followed at the

price of:man»y a heart ache; and at the mo-
ment of refleétion, the pangs which a life of

pleasure communicates to the heart, 'only
adds gall to that bitterness which it is vamly
mteuded to sweeten.—But this is an hour
upon which gloomy ideas have no busmess
to intrude; my future conduct shall aﬂ'ord
you the example of my changed opinions;
but we are not going to become the 1nhab1—
tants of a cottage neither, Fredericlk; al-
thouvh you asked only my affection, I must
mforce upon your moderation the inheri-
tdnce of my father, Sir J.xsper,——and that
your wife may not be dowerless, I make
her the heir of what I am myself possessed

e

« My wife?” exclaimed Fredenck “ Are
you then acquainted with my attachment
to my Amica, or have you destined my hand
to any other?” :

« Did I not tell you in my narrative,” she
rejoined, that I had resolved by every
_means in my power to promote the happi-
ness of; my son? and do I not know by sad
'experlence, how defective is any kind of
: happiness which does not mclude the umon

' N 4
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of congenial hearts ?’~—The tear trembled in

‘her eye as she spoke. « It is twenty-three.

—her tones became inarticui-
late, and she hung weeping on the neck of
her son:—In a few moments she recovered
her utterance sufficiently to pronounce, “In:
you I still behold him; you are his image; .
as, you are his son; and whilst I hold you!
to my heart, all my past suflerings are re-
quited.”

When Lady Dellaval and her son return~
ed to the party whom they had quitted for
the purpose of the inieresting communica- !
tion just recounted, the evening was already
far advanced, and it was therefore resolved
that they should emjoy a might’s répose in

 their present habitation, and commence their
journey to London after breakfast on the
following morning:—The countenances of
all wore a smile of the most heartfelt satis-
faftion; except those of the gentle Adelaide
and Lord Abberyille; on that of the former
was depicted a mild melancholy; and on
that of the latter, an anxious depression of
spirils, which afforded lessons of gratiiude
1o the more favored of fortune’s chiidren,

yea.rs sinee’”
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for the benefits they were enjoyfng‘ at her
hands. : L

Lady Dellaval insisted that the day of their
arvival in London should be passed by them:
all at her house;—to Mr. Leuwitzer and
his sister, she felt herself as it were already
- related, by thegreat aél of kindness which they -

had conferred on her son and his beloved
Amica:—FLord Abberville was the only no-
minal stranger; and his being the friend of"
Mr. Eenwitzer would alone have been a

sufficient passport for him to the civilities of
“her Ladyship, had she not been too well
acquairited with his name, hisrank, and the
story of his misfortunes, not to have felt a
considerable degree of respect for him on hig
own account. -

The receplion which our young’l; friends
et with from Siv Jasper, was of the most
fiattering and gratifying nature:—In his pre]
sent condescending conduft, Amica entirely.
forgot tlie charatter in which he had once
attempted to approach her heart; and Fre-
derick endeavoured to banish from his mind =
that severity under which his father had'®
smarted.—~Lord Abberville found in the Ba~"
ronet an acquaintance of former days; aad

LN
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the attentions which he' received  from ithe
‘circle’ of friends amongst' whom - chance had
thrown him, 'so'far won upon his feelings as
to tempt him into a communication of the
mysterious summons ‘which had once more
induced him to visit England;  but' his
strength, ‘and spirits being alike considerably
exhausted by his late voyage, he.yielded to
their persuasions not to quit Portman square
{hat evening, but to defer his inquiries into
Ryeeroft's advertisement until the following
morning:. iig
“Frederick Arlington alone absented him-
self from the party assembled at his mother’s;
Ammediately upon reaching London,’ he
“learnt that in the course of the last two days
Winstanley had sent to Lady Dellaval’s re-
peated messages, saying that the hour of. his
‘death was fast approaching; and requesting
that if Mr. Aclington were arrived, he would
- condescend’ to favor him for a few moments
- with his presence; which aét could alone
“nab le him to to die with the hope of future
~pardon. : 15t baash
No sooner was this mtelllgence commiu-
“micated to Frederick; than the natural hu-
~‘manity of his Lieart led him to visit-the peni-

S
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teiit 'man.—On: his reaching the house
where Winstanley lodged; he was again in-’
formed of the eagerness of the dying man to
behold him;- aslikewise of; ithe very short time
it appeared likely that-he had to remain upog
earth ;  on entering his chamber he found
hiin supported on:his ‘bed by pillows; a.ad
languid as all his faculties were rendered by
thie approach of death, ‘it was instantly, eyi-
dent that he retained a recolleétion of Fre-
derick’s person, for on beholding bim  he
attempted to hide his face, at the same time
exclaiming, < Oh Heavens! oh God! thls is
too much.”

'« What do you fear ?” asked Fredenck

approachmg towards the bed.

“ That you never can forgive me,” he re-

-plied; “no it is impossible you should ;—

and I must therefore die, condemned to the
! pangs of eternal torture.”

% Nay, nay, you know me not,” rephed
~Arlington. “ The wrongs I have suffered at
~your hands are great; but they have not har-

dened me into a disregard of the Chrstian
]du'mes»..,, -
<1t “C You have suffered - nothmg ﬁ'omQ my

treannent of jou,” shricked forth ¥Winslan-
%0
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ley, “ equal to the torments I have endured
Arom refleétion on my conduél—may you
pever know what it is to die of a heart broken
by the consciousness of crime!” The dew of
‘&eath poured down his cheeks as he spoke,
the film of darkness was gathering: upon his
‘eyes, his lips trembled Wﬂlﬂ] cold shiverings,
and Arlington believing the penitent to be
near his end, said, “ May you find Heaven
as merciful to youf sins, and as ready to
accept your repentance ‘as .my heart is—
Winstalnlcy, I do most truly forgive you.”

A convulsive sigh of thankfulness burst
from his lips, butl‘he appeared unable, from
the violence of his feelings to articulate his
thanks; he raised his hands towards Heaven
as he fixed his eyes.on Frederick ; and his
features bespoke him to be offering up a
prayer of gratitude for his humanity.— After
this effort, he sunk exhausted upon his bed,
and Frederick judging that his existence was

‘now so near its close, that his presence copld
not afford him any farther comfort, repeated
“to him his forgiveness and departed.

In the course of the night Winstanley
bredthed his last; but ere the fading embers
of existence were entirely extinguished, he
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recovered his utterance, and his strength suffi~
ciently to request to be once more raised
npon' his pillows; and when placed upon
them he again prayed with the utmost fer-
vency for the future happiness of Fredermk
Arlington.—Having concluded his’ prayer,
he addressed those who were standing around
his bed in these words, < Hear and believe
that the most persecuted of human beings,
who-owes his wrongs to an unjust ‘man,
tastes the bliss of Paradise in his earthly suf-
ferings, when compared with the feelings of
him who inflicts his misery on him.”

He spoke no more; and a few minutes
after Le had uttered this sentence, his spirit
fled to its account in a future state. '
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"CHAPTER XVL
Retribution. d i

ON the  following morning during . the
breakfast hour at Lady Tellavai’s, her Lady-
ship, ‘and her guesis were not a little sur-
prised by the entrance of one of her servants
‘with' the following message: “ Sir Benjamin
and Lady Buckhurst’s compliments, and re-
«quest io know how Mr. Leuwitzer and Mp. Ar-
lington do after their voyage; they also hope
that Lady Dellaval and Miss Amica are per-
Afectly well ; and will do themselves the plea-
sure of calling to congratulate her Ladyship
on the late happy event in her {amily, as soon
as they ﬁnd 1t 1s agreeable to herto receive
compau}

- What hypoeerisy !’ exclaimed Frederrck
addressmg Amica. “ This from beings who
turned -you. into - the sireet, although iill

~owithin/an, hour of ' their inhumanity they
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had believed you to be the daughter of one
of them!”

“ And Sir Benjamin to include his name
in an enquiry of friendhip after Mr. Leu-
witzer, when he threatened to call him to an
account for his charity to the unfortunate
Le Blancs !” cried Amica.

I think this message almost an insult,”
said Mr. Leuwitzer ; they must suppose us
deprived of common sense to receive ivasa
compliment.”

“ Permit me to answer it,” replied Lady
Dellaval, “ and they shall find we are not—
their motives are evident to me, and I will
explain them to you when I have done;—
for fear of a mistake I will write my message
on ‘a card.”—Her Ladyship moved to her
writing table, and 1n a few minutes dispatch-
ed, with the approbation of all present, the fol-
lowing reply: < Lady Dellaval, &c. are happy
‘to say that they are as well as it is possible
- for Sir Benjamin and Lady Buckhurst to
wish them, and will not fail to let them know
when it is'agreeable for them to receive thelr
“intended visit.”’ : 122576
' «iDo you not percéive,” said her’ Lady-
:ship,  when the servant had quitted the room,



280 HUMAN BEINGS.
« that in the meanness of which they are at .
this moment guilty, in endeavouring to con-
ciliate matters with us, they are grasping at
the last straw which presents itself to them to -
catch at, in their aftual state of sinking com- -
sequence.— They are no doubt in a most un-
comfortable strait; her Ladyship must be
conscious that no persons of respectability
will associate with the acknowledged mother
of Mrs. Flap ; the least objeétionable part of
whose history is her late avocation as a
milliner: Sir Benjamin cannot doubt that his

want of feeling towards a young woman who . °

will shortly appear to the world as the grand-
daughter of Sir Jasper, cannot but fix an
indelible stain on him :—for the first of these
wisfortunes they have no remedy ; in case of
the second they have the single one of trying:
the efficacy of licking the dust before the
feet of Amica’s immediate connexions; a re-
conciliation with whom can alone testore
them to any degree of endurance in society 3
and as we do not humour the plan, they
must, content or not, retire to their native -
insignificance; and instead of employmg
theur thoughts in future upon high life and
parliamentary honors, to which their minds -
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_are utterly inadéquate, employ their days in
acquiring a little stock of that common sense, -
of which if they had set out in life possessed,
they would have found it a talisman against -
the ' mortifications they are now suffering
under.” |
Some of our readers are perhaps desxrous
of being informed what occurrences have
taken  place in the house of Sir Benjamin
Buckhurst since the expulsion of Amica
from it; and we think it highly becoming
~ that a brief account to this effeft should be
- given them, but they must aecept a brief
one, as we are uncertain how a diffuse de-
scription of the affairs and transattions of
this family would please all our readers, now
they have concluded that part for which they
were introduced into our narrative, and are
no longer of importance to is progress.—
Suffice it therefore to say, that Mrs. ORouke,
by means of that efficacious instrument, the
law, satisfactorily provedand enforced thebirth
and rights of Mrs. Block; in consequence of
which Sir Benjamin was compelled to put her
into the possession of the solid sum of twenty -
 thousand pounds; with one part of which
ber debis were paid to liberate Block from
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_prison, and with the remainder he dashingly,
resolved to cut his employers, who had. re-
fused his drafts, and set upin trade for ,hix_;ﬁo
self; for which purpose ‘he  returned . to.
 Worthing with his wife; taking with them,
Mrs. O‘Rouke, out of friendship, to her for,
the service she had ultimately rendered him,, °
after all the rogueries which she had prac-,
tised upon him at the begmmng of their ac-,
quaintance.
Thus Block settled his business tolerablyf
well with Sir Benjamin, and his delectable. .
- rib’s mother; but there till remained a little, -
account to settle between him and the Colo-
nel.—The Colonel urged that as it was now
all in the family, Block could not but hush
up the error of which he had been guilty;
but Block insisted that there was no hushing
up without Zwsh-money; and the Colonel,
like many more human beings, knowing the
value of the appearance of charaéter, though
he cared mnot a rush for the reality, was
compelled for self security to pay the debt,
and to throw Jarvis in a cool thousand, asa
sugared cake to tame the lion which be csuld
not overcome; ummately constr ained. by the
effect of the chances to buy the forbearance
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of the man WHom' he had destmcd t> be his .
dupe'and his prey: : Y
“When' the bre*xkfast table at Lady Della-
val’s ‘broke ‘up, Mr: ‘Leuwitzer having seen
his” sister and ‘her ‘children depart for Rich-
mond, set out with Lord Abberville for the
chambers of 'Mr. Elwes, in" Chancery-lane,
to whom Ryecroft’s advertisment had dne&eﬂ
application to be made. e Lo in
They found Mr. Elwes at home; and’
having introduced themselves to' him, they
inquired of him whether he was able to give
them any explanation of the advertisement
which had occasioned their visit to him.—
He replied, « That he knew but little of the
parties at whose request he had inserted it,
and that what he knew he would immediately
inform them of.” He said, “ that one even-
ing about a month ago, a person called at his
house, who told him he was one of the jailers
from the prison, and that he was sent
to him by a couple of the prisoners, who
wished to engage his services in their fayor;
and who had sent him three guineas in ad-
vance towards’ his charo'es, and requested to
~ see him 1mmed1ate] ¥ :
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« I could not do otherwise,” continued
~ Mr. Elwes, * than obey the summons; "I
accordingly accompanied the messenger, and
~ on reaching the

— prison, I found my
clients to be an elderly man and a young
one; they bore the appearance of decayed -
gentlemen ; they had, they said, been re-
duced by various misfortunes to assume
names which were not their own, the elder
that of Effingham, and the younger, that of
Fairfax; by which names they had been
committed to prison; Fairfax on the sus-
picion of having robbed a lady of a diamend
sprig; ‘Effingham on the accusation of hav-
ing offered it for sale—they confessed that
they had little to advance concerning this
affair, in their own defence; but added,
“« that the business wpon which they wished
- to consult me, was the possibility of dis-
covering a gentleman named Lord Abber-
ville, who had for many years devoted him-
self to the most obscure retirement, and
whom, if they could discover, they did not
doubt that it would be in their power to win
over tg their cause; and thai they bé]ieved:
him possessed of the means of procuring
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their pardon.”—They then informed me that |
t,helr real names were Eyecroft; and gave
me for insertion.in the public prints, that
advertlsement which has ‘already met your
eye—more explicit they have not been with

g me‘; and they are at this moment in the ut-
, most anxiety lest you should not appear, as

three days only are now wanting to their
‘trial.”

; Pray, Sir,” asked Mr. Leuwitzer, ““ do you
know the name of the lady to whom the
diamond sprig belonged, for the unjust pos-

.session of which these men stand committed ?”

< The lady,” replied Mr. Elwes,  is the
d;zg.ughter—in—law of Sir Benjamin Bucle-
hurst.”

o thought se,” returned Mr. Leuwitzer;
T thought it must be my Amica,” he

_added, addressing Lord Abberville, “ Icould

not immediately resolve that the names of
the offenders: which she mentioned to me in’
a letter which I received from ber whilst in
Hamburgh, giving me an account of her

entertaining  some hope of recovering her

property, were Effingham and Fairfaxs bat
I tbuught they must be the same the moment.
this gentleman repeated them.”
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155 Do you know; theiladys. Su,‘ ‘asked Mr
Elweq 1 san RIS T rslinga
IS “Jost mtlmately mdeed Sir,",rc:_tumed
Mi. Leuwitzer, - and since: the- arrvest) of
these men, . circumstances  have -oceurred
~which will preyent Sir Benjamin from tak-
;lng:,‘a'n_-y further interest in this affair; .and
~which will entirely place their fate in.my
‘hands.” : {
1% This is a strange, most complicated
affair!” said Lord Abberville;  let us pro-
ceed to the prison without delay, and gaimr
an explanation of the torturing mystery.”

A quarter of an hour’s walk brought themr
to it. Being arrived there, Mr. Elwes re-
quested his Lordship’s permission to go: and
announce him to his clients; in.a few mi-
! A,g;;uiés he rej:ﬁrned, saying, that Ryecroft had
.appeared violently agitated on learning that
he was about to behold his Lordship ; but
that he had in a great measure composed
his feelings, ‘and was now prepared 1o see
him.

For the first minute after Lord Abberwlle ]
_entrance into the cell, to which Mr. Elwes
» had led the way, a generai silence prevailed;

- whilst on the .countenances of each were
2
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_ depitved: emotions ‘of mind ‘natural to the
peculiarity of the circumstances under which
Ithey'met:—During this short interval, Mr,
' Leuwitzer-turned his eyes upon the culprits,
land was surprised to find that the counte-
_-nances of ‘both were ‘familiar to his recollec-
ition ; ‘he'looked a'second time, and memory
reoming to ‘his. aid, he recognised in' the
younger, the person who under the name of
tReuben®Davids, had attempted to’' swindle
-him -out ' of the five hundred pound bank
imote ; and in the elder, the Mr. Robertson,
. who had succeeded in fraudulently obtaining
*vitat his hands.
Ryecroft was too much occupied with his
sown thoughts, and Lord Abberville, to de-
dicate any portion of his ideas to Mr. Leu-
witzer.—Lord Abberville spoke first, demand-
‘ing an ‘explanation of the advertisement
‘which had brought him to the prison.
vs ¥ My Lord,” replied Ryecroft, I have
“throughout my life been your most deter-
mined enemy, and as such I know that I
+ have little kindness to expeét at your hands;
“butT am also acquainted with the excellence
- of_ your disposition; too noble to harbour
¥evenge; and upon this knowledge T rust
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_that you will not refuse a mutual exchm;ge
" of service, which fate at this moment places
it in our power to perform for each other.”
Ryecroft paused—DLord “Abberville said,
“ You undoubtedly awaken my curiosity,
proceed in your exphm,tmn
 This young man,” continued Ryecroﬂ:
“is my son Edward, whom you have not
seen since he was a boy;, unfortunate has
it been for him, that chance made him the
son of a father like myself; he stands accused
of theft—my confession to you shall be open,
for I repeat that I am too well acquainted =
with the generosity of your nature to fear
that you should injure either him or me, if
you will not. serve us—for many years past
we have both been reduced to circumstances
of the greatest necessity, our means of life
always precarious, sometimes dishonourable.
—About two months ago he contrived to
introduce himself as a livery servant at the
masquerade of a Lady Dellaval, where lie
possessed himself with a diamond sprig;
_which was that evening wora by a lady
whom he conduéted to her carriage—Some
days after I offered it for sale ; it was recog- .
nized, and we "a;éfre both thrown inio
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prison—Save us, my Lord, from the punish- -
ment which is impending over our crime; for
it is in your power to do it; and I will
in return disclose to you a secret of the
utmost importance to your happiness.”
Lord Abberville would have spoken, but
- Ryecroft prevented him by proceeding thus—
“ You cannot, my Lord, have forgotten my
attachment to Georgina Howard?”—At the
sound of this name, Lord Abberville turned
deadly pale, and sunk down upon a bench near
which he was standing. “ Do not consider it
~ wanton cruelty,” continued Ryecroft, « that
Irecall to your memory one whose recollec-
tion excites painful sensations in your breast;
itis a neéessary part of my explanation,—
from the period at which you interrupted my
progresstowardsher heart, my rage was inflam-
ed against you; when you became her hus-
band, that rage grew into the most determined
hatred ; the sting of disappointment aéting up-
on a naturally dissipated temper, led me into
the pursuit of every idle extravagance, and in
a very short time reduced me to the necessity
of flying from my creditors, and concealing
myself in London under various disguises.—
One evening about this time, as I was passing
Vol. IIL 0 :
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. through St. J ames’s street, F'observ_cd a house
on fire, and immediately ran towards it, in
the hope of the tumult producing me some
advantage; for my necessitieshad, I own, alrea-
dy banished from my mind those scruples
which all men at some period of their lives
entertain about enriching themselves at the .
expence of others: I found no impediment
to my entering the house, and accordingly
ran up staus ; the back rooms were already
in a blaze; in the front chamber upon the
second floor I heard the cries of an infant;
urged by the idea of the reward which would 5
be bestowed on its preserver, I snatched it
from its cradle, in which it would in a few
seconds more have been reduced to a cinder
by the spreading fire, and I ran with it into
the street.—1I perceived no one ready to claim
#t, and therefore I proceeded with it to my .
own lodgings, where I intended to keep it till
I could learn from whom I was to demand my
reward for preserving its life ;—Early on the
following morning I learnt that the only in-
fant in the house was the child of Lord Abber-
ville; and that it was supposed to have per-
ished in the flames :—Now then I had in my
power revesge on Lord Abberville for ihe
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disappointment which he had occasion-
ed me; by concealing from him the ex-
wstence of his daughter; and I resolved to en-
joy 1t.”

% Oh cruel! inhuman man !” exclaim-
ed Lord Abberville; “ and couldst thou
hope for prosperity after this! but oh
tell me—yet I tremble;—I dread to ask
—does that daughter still live?”

~ “ Bhe does,” replied Ryecroft.

“ Heaven is still merciful!” exelaimed

Lord Abbervﬂle cIaspmg his hands together
»with the wildest emotion of joy. “Qhlet me
once more clasp her to my breast,” he
addcd “and name the terms of your indul- |

2 CﬂCC %
L Only promise that you will save me and
my son from ignominious punishment,” res
plicd Ryecroft. o
“ I'would promise with joy and alaerity,”
answered Lord Abberville, < but that I am
doubtful of possessiug the power of fulfilling

my promuise.”
“The power is yours, by Heaven "’exclalm-
ed Ryecroft,” '

02
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« I'give my promise'then;” returned Lord
‘Abberville, ' now tell me where I may find
my child.” ' 18 D

« Tt was she,” replied Ryecroft; « from
whom my son purloined that very diamond
sprig for which we are detained prisoners:—
You now perceive that I did not deceive you
when I solemnly affirmed that-it would bein
your power to rescue us from punishment.’,

« Oh Heaven!” exclaimed Lord Abber-
ville, “ have I then already beheld with ad-
miration the child of my last, my beloved .
Georgina, insensible that the treasure was.
‘my own ! oh bliss unequalled ! unexpected!”

-« Merciful Providence! cried Mr. Leu-
witzer, 1§ it pocsmle that it is my Amica
who g :

1At the sound of these words Ryecroft for
the first time fixed his eyes upon Mu. Leu-
witzer ; as he met his countenance he started,
as if impressed by some sudden recolleétion,
and turning hastily towards his son, appeared
‘to read in his features 'a confirmation of his
own ideas; for again fixing his eyes upon
M. Leuwitzer, he exclaimed,  Great God!
is it pOSSLb‘le that the direGtion of fate should
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have brought vou hither at this critical mo-
ment !—then little avails us the pardon of
Lord Abberville !

“ I have already recognised you both,”
replied Mr. Leuwitzer, ¢ but fear me not:
as your present conduél bespeaks you already
in some measure inclined, by the little suc-
cess which has attended your villanies, to re-
pentance; I #ill not be the means of impeding
by my severity, as you would probably call
it, but which the law of your country would
truly denominate justice, your progress:to-
wards a more perfect reform ; to which it is
impossible you should have a stronger induce-
ment than the lenity of those to whom you
confess yourselves amenable; and whose ex-
amplé should inspire you with a desire of
attaining to the happiness of ultimately pos-
sessing those superior feelings which animate
their hearts.” v

Both Ryecroft and his son appeared fer-
vently impressed with gratitude to Mr. Leu-
witzer for his lenity ; and having expressed
‘to him their feelings, Ryecroft said, < You
were doubtless informed by your servant that
at the time of my visiting your house at

03
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Richmond, I made some inquiries of himn
respediing the young lady under your pro-

tection ?” ;
¢ T was,” returned Mr. Leuwitzer; < I also
_judged that you were atluated by a more
than common curiosity in your examination
of the sword which you saw suspended over
my chimney piece:—In return for the kind-
ness with which you have beea treated by
Hord Abberville and inysdf, you cannot,
consistently with the gratitude which you
préféss yourself to feel towards us, wijhhold
from our knowledge any circumstance with
which zoH. e acquainted, thaf it can give
1S saustacuya 1o heal—pray inform us what
you at that time Lnew, either of the young
iady under my protcéﬁon or of the sword.””
<« It is my intention to be explicit with
you,” replied Ryeeroft; « 1 should become
more criminal than 1 already am were I io
dttempt any ¢oncealment—The mowment {hat
I entered your apartment the sword struck
me as bearing a very strong resemblaice to
one which I purloined from the house in
which I rescned Lord Abberville’s daughtet
frm the flames; whilst you retired for a few
amoments into én-adjoiﬁing apartment, I took
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2 'nearer view of it, and was convineed it was
the 'same : ' this'convi€iion tempted me, at de-
parting, to enquire of your servant whether
there were not some story eonneéted with
that sword >—his answer was in the affirma-
tive. « His master,” he said, < hoped one
day by means of that sword to discover the
birth’ of a young lady who had in a very
strange manner been thrown upon his pro-
iection.”—This young lady I was assured
could be no other than the daughter of Lord
Abberville ; and lost to feeling as you may
* believe me to have been, I still felt happy in
: knowing her to be thus fortunately situated.”
~“ Can it then be,” exclaimed Mr. Leu-
witzer, < that you are one of the persons who
inhabited a chamber in St. Giles’s into which
that very yqung lady, who has from that
period been considered by me as my own
daughter, then an infant, iavited me by a
tale of the wretched sitaation of her mother
and sister ,
« Itis as you conjeéture,” replied Ryecroft,
“ at-the moment of your entrance, I was
stationed with no very honorable design be-
hind the bed in which lay tl}e woman and
child; by the sudden manner in which you
o4
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left the chamber I was conscious that you
had cauorht a glimpse of my person; and
dreadmv from the manner of your depaltuxc,
lest it should be - your intention to return and
search the apartment, no sooner were you
gone than we retired to an opposite house,
leavmg alone in the chamber we had quitted,
the chlld at whose persuasion you had en-
tered it; apprehending that she might, at
at some future time, be recognised by you,
and lead to our deteétion and punishment: —
From a window in the opposite house we
saw you, as we had anticipated, return; and
at your departure we perceived that you
carried away the child with you.—We re-
solved no more to inhabit the apariment we.
had Just quitted, but we visited it in order to
remove a box which we had left in if, and
which contained the very sword in question,
and some other trinkels of little value, ex-
cept that they were the identifiers of another
child of which my nominal wife and myself
were at that time in possession.” :

“ Your nominal wife,” said Mr, Leu—-
thzer “ passed for a gypsey, and, was an
Irish woman her name Norah O’ Rouke——
1s it not so 2 4



f
HUMAN BEINGS 2

Ryncroft appeared surprised to find Mr.
Leuwitzer so well acquainted with some
parts of his history; but he made only a mo-
mentary palise,' and then continued thus :
< Such 'indeed she was;—after I had ex-
perienced that fall in society to which I was
reduced by the effecis of excessive dissipation,
I have already told you that my means of sub-
sistence were of the most precari"ous‘kin'dj
and in order the better to conceal myself
from those who had known me in my days
of prosperity and extravagance, I assumed
the name of Preston.” :

« Such the Bow-street offtcers who ac-
companied me to the chamber into which
the child had an hour before invited e,
told me they believed to be the name of the
man who inhabited it,” said Mr. Leuwitzer.
““By this name only Norah knew me,”
continued Ryecroft; the greatest accident
infroduced her to my acquaintance, and she
made so strong an impression on my heart
that T immediately took her to live with me:
We had not been a month together before L
rescued Lord Abberville’s child from death,
and took it home with me to our ab«)de —I'
had now two children to maintain besides my

0 ) :
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own son, for previously to the cemmence-

‘ment of my acquaintance with Norah, she
had stolen a child to excite the compassion
of the benevolent in the charaSler of a beg-
ging gypsey, from a lady in Devonshire, of
‘the name of Dimick ; to which she was be-
vome attached, and had made it one of the
conditions of her engaging to live with me,
that I should suffer her to retain the chlld
under ber prote&ion.”

¢ And to this child,” said Mr. Leumtzer,

“ belonged the spoon, the thimble, and the
tooth-pick case, which I found in the sha-
green case, in the same box which contained
the sword; and which have led to many dis-
agreeable errors; but thank God a proper
elucidation has at last taken place.”

Ryecroft proceeded to say, < That Norah
had treated both the children with the greatest
humanity and tenderness, instruéling them
in return to be useful to her in asking charity;
that about six years after Mr. Leuwitzer had
taken away from the chamber in St. Giles’s,
Georgina, as we must now call her, he had
Lecome tired of his mistress and deserted her;

from which time he knew not what had been
her fate.”
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Here the aceount of Norah’s death, which
bad been communicated by her sister Kath-
leen to Lady Buckhurst, and which she had
repeated to Georgina, enabled Mr. Leuwitzer
in turn to become the informer of Ryecroft;
who then proceeded to speak thus: “ I will
not offend your senses by calling upon you
to listen to an account of the scenes and
stratagems which it must be offensive to yon
to hear; suffice it therefore to say, that at the
time of your finding the five hundred pound
Bank note, my son and I happened to be to-
gether in London ; for we had of late years
frequently separated in pursuit of different
plans and attempts; and seeing your adver-
tisement we resolved that he should first visit
you; and if he could obtain a sight of the
note, endeavour to bring away in his memory
the number and signatures, in order that I
“might thus be enabled to claim it upon the
terms which you had named. —How our
plan succeeded you are already too well ac-
quainted.”

* You have nothing more to say, T ima-
gine,” replied Mr. Leuwitzer, which it is
'of importance to' Lord Abberville or myself
to listen to.” :

' 06
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K Grant me. your patience one ' minute
longer,” returned Ryecroft. ““ I have already
told you that my son contrived to gain ad-
mittance to the masquerade of a Lady Della-
val; I have already told. you of the trans-
attion which occurred there, and. of its con-
sequence; but I have yet to add, that un.
principled as my conduét through life has
been, I should not have ventured to implore.
the assistance of Lord Abberville in my pre-
sent misfertune, after the wrongs I have been :
guilty of towards him, had I not on the day
ﬂmt, Edward and myself were brought to this
prison, learnt from one of our fellow captives,
who had been a servant in the family of Sir
BenJamm Buckhuust, a sketch of the history
of the young lady who was at that time sup-
posed by Lady Buckhurst to be her daughter:
I 1mmed1ately perceived the error into V\h.(,h
circumstances had led her, and convinced
that she must be the child of Lord Abberville,
and not the daughter of Lady Buckhurst, I
resolved to enter upon the experiment of dis-
covering his Lordship’s tetreat, and trusting
to the benevolence of his feelings for shewing,
mercy to me and my son, in return for the
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service I now had it in my pow er to perform
toveards dvie, 2 7 Homage ba ket

Rere: ended ! Ryecroft’s con‘f'essidn: and
Liord 'Abberville being not less impatient to.
quit his presence than to clasp his daughter
to his breast, Mr. Leuwiizer and he imme-
diately left the prison together; the foriner
promising Ryecroft that he should see him
again on the following day; when in addi-
tion to his liberation from prison, it was lis
intention to place him and his son in some
situation where they might, by means of their
own industry, provide in a creditable manner
for the remainder of their lives. <““ T (‘lorno_t.,’”
he added, « make this promise so ‘much out
of censideration to you, asof socicty at ]argé,
which would have a just quarrel against me
if T were to cast upon it two human ‘bé‘iﬁgs‘,
whose necessities might drive them to con-
tinue ‘unworthy members of it, when by a
little attention on my part to their wants, théy
may be reclaimed.” '

As they proceeded towards Portman-cquare
Eord ‘Abberville said,” ¢ How“unexpeﬁedly
am T restored to bappiness, and to the enjoy-
ment of a father’s extacy |—All this Towe to
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you, at whose friendly pcrsﬁasion I once
more entered England.”

¢« I was but made the instrument of your
‘return to the felicity,” replied Mr. Leuwitzer;
« you were guided to it through my means
by the hand of Providence, which sooncr or
later stretches itself out to requite the suffer-
ings of those whe have borne their calamities
with a firm reliance on the wisdom of that
power by which they were inflicted.



s
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CHAPTER XVIL
The Curtain Drops.

.

IHE chara@lers of a novel like those of a
drama, cannot too soon malke their respeétive
bows and courtesies, when the catastrophe of
the piece has been produced.— We trust
therefore that our readers, greatly as we lope
they have been interested in the fate of our
heroine, will consider with. us that nothing
could be added to the interest by a detail of
her first knowledge of her father; scenes of
this nature produce the most aflecling sensa-
tions upon the heart in real life, but in de-
scription they lose their power—We have
therefore only to remark, that different indeed
were the feelings with which she heard Lord
Abberville hail her his child, to those which
she had experienced under the same circum-
stances with Lady Buckhurst; and that the
first exclamation of her joy was, I am now
blest more than any other human being; 1
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am possessed of two fathers) whoj T atn siire,
will only vie with each other in their é'ifﬂea’-"‘
vours to dlSpTd.y then‘ aﬁé&ibn fol‘ the
(ol 15 QISR L ES H
Sir Jasper was now’ compkttﬂy ]1apny ; he’i
had gained all the eredit which was due to his |
late dlsmterested condutt; and had the secret
satisfaGtion of proving his’ intended o;i"liﬁd”j'
daughter tobe more than an equal alliance for
his grandson ; he accordingly wisely lesolvcd“
to subject himself no longer to the p:unful
task of endeavouriﬁg to be young at'sixty-"
five, but to direét all his fature caces to those'
precious litile Jaspers which he hoped won]d"
shortly sparkie round his name in lns «enea-
| logical table. (90 HIC
“The' alteration which took ‘place’in “‘th'é'*"
condut of Lady Dellaval created a wonder:"
ful eonsternation in the great world ‘thé'uﬁ-f
votees of fashion found it a mueh more Ciffis
cult' matter to quiz her than they ‘expeéled’"
and the happiness which ‘she was Ktiown 16"
enjoy in her new mode of life, rendered sbfﬁ'é’
of the members of ton doubtful Wh‘éthél’"ﬂlsi%
pursuit of empty vanity were reallv a substiin=
tial é‘ﬂ_]() yment or not. e

Gato aendidarwe 1o gruie ’.'—:f'z?.:i«'!
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Sir Benjamin and. Lady Buckhurst fulfilled
the prophecy of Lady Dellaval, by retiring to
Rochester, and:sinking into their native in-
significance ; and instead of reflecling how
he might become a Baronet, poor Sir Ben-
Jamin heard his knighthood so frequently
turned into ridicule, that had he confessed
the truth he would not have grudged a mo=
derate éxpence to have disencumbered him-
self of its possession.
As soon as the Colonel was sufiiciently
rec“ov,ered from his wound to be able to
travel, he left KEnpgland, assigning as his
‘motive the benefit which he hoped would be
derived to his health from a change of air;i.
but mental physicians know that a change of .
air is efficacious in many complaints which
- have no connexion with the animal system ;
and some of these gave it as their opinion
that Jarvis Block had spoken so freely of the
liberal interest with which the Colonel had
endeavoured to reward him for the loans with
which he had been accommedated, by him,
that he had resolved to travel till the report.
should die*2way. ;
Jarvis Block’s feelings were not of that
delicate nature of which those of some human
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beings are; and suffering the twenty thou-
send pounds which his: wife ultimately
brought him to be a salvo for the false colours
under which she had at first entrapped him
into marriage, they lived quite as ‘happily
togetlicr as is the lot of wany couples whose'
unions have been econtrated under muech!
fairer auspices; and as time moved on many:
chips of the block strengthened their affeGlioni
Mr. Leuwitzer equally anxious to reclaim:
the bad, as to ensure the happiness of the:
deserving, placed Ryecroft in an eligible:
situation in his merceutile house in London,
where the retrospett of the many miseries’
which had attended his past life induced him
to.complete the reform he had begum ; and!
to the unfortunate Le Bianc he gave the
management of his mercantile house in
Hamburgh, wlere he evinced his gratitude
in his fidelity to his employer. '
Edward Ryecroft having beens provided
by the same generous benefadior with a suffi-
pim‘;t sum to t;';mspcrt himself to America,
became a votary of thestage ; in which pro- -
fession we have, in the early part of this
history, secen that he had made a successful
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atiempt under the name of Mielmoth; and
equal success attended his endeavours after
he had crossed the Atlantic. e

The visit which George Aton mud e}ney
Valmont for the purpose of returning him his
bribe .of two guineas, by conviacing him
that there was a witness of his nefarious con-
duét ready to appear against him, -if he did
not wisely keep Gleorgina’s secret by keeping
his own, immediately pulled down the high
spirits with which he had quitted Portman-
square, after bis last interview with Sir Jasper
and Lady Dellaval; and rendered him par-.
ticularly careful of not encountenn@ in future
any of the familv,

Bv the constant intercoursé which ﬁub-{
51sted between the families of Mrs. Leuwitzer |
and Lord Abberville, the friendship which_ -
the latter had long borne Mrs. Weimar be-
came strengthened into a tenderer feeling,
and be atdength imp‘aorcd_ her to become the
second mother of their beloved Georgina.—
The married state,. ﬂn‘ough which Adelaide
had already passed, had nol entirely divesied
her mind of those scruples which had pos-
sessed it so strongly when she was single;
and although she did not attempt to deny -
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that she enicrtained a reciprocal  altachinent
for Loxd Abberville, she still hesitated to Zive
bim her hand : ¢ She feared,” slie said, ¢ that
the world would be illnatured enough to say,
.that she only married him for his rank,”

Her brother began his usual smile; he saw
it producing its accustomed effeét of banish-
1ng her scruples; and Le then said, ¢ Pardon
me, my dear sister, but you know your af-
fection for me kept you s0 long frem marry-
ing that you contrafled a few of the pecu-
liarities of single ladies, before ydu became a
wife at all; your first marriage has partly
expunged them from your mind—take my ad-
vice to marry again, and fear not but that
a second union will entirely correct them.”

Need we say, that the advice of so good a
Biother was followed by a sister who had
through life made him her oracle >—Nor can
it hardly be necessary to add that Frederick
Arlington and his Georgina were eminently
happy ; the possession of such heasts as they
were blessed with, and the circle of affec-
tionate friends and relatives in the bosom of
which they were placed, are amongst the
choicest gifis of Heaven.—Still it may per-
haps be possible to adduce an instance of
an individual even happier than themseives—
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for the bliss of bestowing felicity is everin
minds of elevated sentiments, superior to the
enjoyment of receiving it; and with this re-
flection was' the heart of our benevolent

‘German everanimated; and the proudest boast

of hig'valued existence was comprised in these
words, 1 have not lived for myself alone—
In my pilgrimage through life I have smooth-
ed the way by my benevolence to other
HUMAN BEINGS.”

FINIS.

P4

Prigted by, J. & E. Hodson, Cross-Street, Hatton-Garden.
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