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THE author of the following
work is known in Germany for the
eminent fituation he holds in one of
their univerfities; and for his literary
produétions, particularly his cele-
brated piece of Alcibiades.

"The prefent performance is gene-
rally interefting, not only for the
merit of the ftory, but for theinforma-
tion it affords us refpecting the fecret
tribunal, aninftitution which, though -
it could never be traced to its recefles,
made: monarchs tremble upon their
thrones. It was compofed of more
than a hundred thoufand ind.viduals,

held together by an invifible chain,
Yor. L g A



known to each ‘otffer, but indiftids
guifhable to the reft of the world,
whofe fittings were covered with the
moft impenetrable {ecrecy; whofe
decrees were arbitrary and defpotical; :
and were executed by affaflins, whofe
fteel feldom failed to reach the heart

of its unfortunate victim. |

In this fituation we have a ftrik-
ing example of the evils in .which
ignorance and impofition are capable
of involving mankind. The confe-
quences that follow, when men yield
up their underftandings to the diétate
of authority, are dreadful and deftruc-
tive beyond the power of human
penetration tocalculate. This is but
a fmall part, and, however dreadful
and deteftable, is comparatively an
infignificant part, when we contraft
it with auricular confeflion, the in-

quifition, the ftar-chamber, the court
Sl .




of high commiffion, and the baftlle.
Eet-us remember this, and congratu-
late ourfelves that we are born i n an
age of illumination, dand at a time -
. when the artifices of fuperftition and.

tyranny are fated to vanith before the
torch of truth,

In addition to this high hiftorical
moral, this romance has another merit
by which it is farther allied to hiftory.
It comprifes'a curious detail as to the
charaéter and adventures of the em-

peror Winceflaus, the emprefsSophia,
Sigifmond, king of Hungary, and
queen Barbe, together with the man-
ners of the antient chevaliers, monks
and nuns of thofe times. Thefe por-
traits are in general of diftinguifhed
fidelity, and introduce us, as it were,
to the perfonal intercourfe of men,
the dates only of whofe tranfactions
ate handed down to us in chronicles.
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‘The tranflitor has’ preﬁxed ﬁo then
work, an effay. on: the-fecret tribunal
and its judges, by baron Bock, which .
will ‘probably be thought an ufeful
accompam&hent to the majonty of:
readers. sof dliney o3 Dolntes yeasy



‘ESS AY e

: Ozz z‘/':e Secret Tribunal and its ‘}"wc/gef,.»
< formerly exifting in Weflphalia.

Fikkta Vedifrom EHE eond voldMeor the Mifedilhnebts, Works
? 1t of Baron BOCK. ; t % ¢

HE, freecountsand freejndges Gf’\Vef’c-
phaha whofe power'md conffitation
‘rendered them fo famous and redoubtable
- about the begmmng of the ﬁfrncmh century
“that they were on thé point of experi-
“encing -as rigorous a’ perfecution “as the
. Templars, are at prefent nearly forgotten, -
few . traces of them being preferved in hif-
“tory.” The' ﬁnorulanty of this inftitution, of
“which fo 'little 'is known, ' and which hasa
“near refemblance to that of the 1Huminated,
fo rapid in its progrefs within thefc two or
three years, in Germany, Induces me to
give fome account of it here.

The origin of the tree counts and free
judges' may” be traced back to the reign of
Charlemagne. . They pretended' to bc the

“fucceflors of the impetial commiffioners,

(miffis, per tempora difcurrentibus) who made

their circuits through the empire once a

year ‘ot oftener. To thife commiffioners

compla:ms might be preferred againtt the

_governars of provinees, and other principai
B3,
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officers ; and before them might be pleaded
caufes of which the decifion belonged exclu-
fively to the emperor.. - It appears too, that
the ordinary magiftrates had no power to in- -
flit feverer punithment than pecuniary fines,
fo that thefe commiffioners were the fove-
reign judges of almoft all caules, having the

_ power of condemning inthe emperor’s name

to corporal pains, either thofe whofe crimes

were fuch, that the fentence was not allow-

ed to be commuted for 2°mulét, or thofe,

who, refufing to pay what they had been .
amerced by the commonjudge, incurred the

guilt of rebellion. 1

The pature of this commiffion required
two different kinds of proceeding ; one pub-
lic, the other private. Sorcery, magic, and
{acrilege, ranked in the clafs of crimes not to
be committed ; and refpecting thefe inquiry
muft neceffarily be made 1n fecret. Hence
may be inferred, that, if the firft fittings of
this tribunal were held in public, there were
others to which every body might not be
admitted.

Asitwas not practicable for thefe commif-
fioners to remain long in one place, their
proceedings wercufually conducted inafum-
mary way. In general two perfons of known

robity,{fometimes more, werechofenineach
diftrict: thefe, being {worn, were charged
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to examine into the crimes of the accufed,
and on their report fentence was definitively
pafled. The names of thefe jurors were
carefully concealed, that they might not be
*miftrufted, fo that peoplelived in perpetual
difquietude, and a man could repofe no
confidence even in his own brother.
- If we compare thefe extraordinary com-
miffions, eftablithed by Charlemagne, with
the fecret tribunal, which was pofterior, we
fhall find ‘between them the moft perfect
refemblance. :
The fittings of the latter were called free
proceedings (freidinge); the place where they
wereheld, free tribunal (freze ffubl); the com-
‘miffioner a free count (freigraf); and the ju-
Tors, free judges (friefchoeppen ). The duke of
Saxony, who was the foverign chief of the
commiffioners in the time of Charlemagne,
" held the fame rank in the free tribunals;
in which quality he had the right of prefen-
ing to every feat, and nominating the free
counts, who were afterwards invefted with
their offices by the emperor as feodaries.
At this tribunal, as at the .old, offences
of all kinds were tried ; complaints were re--
ceived againft thofe, who refufed to be tried
by their regular judges; and the fittings
were held in the open air, though there
were others in fecret, where the principal
. A 4
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SA
_ bufinefs was condufted.” From the latter
" circumftance is derived the name of the fe-
cret tribunal seimliche amt. The people knew
not the free judges, who were bound by a
terrible oath to deliver up father, mother,
brother, fifter, or friend, without exception,
if thev had done any thing cognizable by the
teibunal,  In fuch cafes they were obliged
to relate all they knew concerning the aflair,
to cite the culprits, and, if they were con-
demned, to put them to death wherever they
found them. Thus the members of the
tribunal,in quality ofimperialcommiflioners,
smaintained the authority of the emperor
_throughout the whole cxtent of the empire
without troubling - themfelves about the
“rights of the territories: in which they ex~
ercifed their power; and would infallibly
have overturned every other territorial fo-
vereignty, had they continued to {ubfift. -
Tdie fecret tribunal is mentioned in hil-
toty, asan eflablifhment publicly known, fo
early as 1211, foon after the extinCtion of the
grand duchy of Saxony. Before that time
the free counts probably derived their pow-
ers from the dukes of Saxony, by whom
they were undoubtedly nomina{ed as fove~
reign chiefs of the imperial commifioners.
It was not, therefore, till afterthe extinction
of that duchy, that the fecrer tribunals were
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known publicly. ' No prince of the empire
would longer {uffer in his dominions an 1m=-
perial commiffion, independent of his con-
trol ; and every one confequently endeavour-
ed to become himfelf the chief of that com-
miffion:  The archbithop of Cologn, who
bad obtained the'duchy of Weftphalia, was
the only perfon who oppofed this; and fo
effeCtually, that, throughout almoft all Weft-
phalia, he was acknowlcdgcd fole chief of
the fecret tribunals. For a time the free
counts of that country were nominated by
him, “and of him recelved the mveﬂxture of
their offices.

In this ftate the fecret tribunals remamed
for fome time: but towards the end of the
fourteenth, 4nd beginning of the fif:eenth.
century, they fuddenly rofe tofo formidable
a degree of power; that all Germany became
alarmed. I'fhall not, I believe, exaggerate,
if: I fay, that at t’his'period there were more
than an hundred thoufand free judges in
the empire, who put to death, in all manner
of ways, thofe whom the tribunal condemn-
ed. "When'in Bavaria, in Franconia, in
Suabia, any one refufed to appear before -
hisregularjudge, immediately recourfe was
had to one of the free tribunals of Weftpha-
lia, where fentence was pafled, which was
no fooner known to the order of free Judgcs >

A
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than a hundred thoufand affaffifis were fet
in motion, who had fworn not to fpare their
neareft relation, or their deareft friend.
If a free judge were known to fay to a
perfon condemned by the fecret tribupal,
whom he withed to {ave, ¢ The bread of an
¢ other country is as good as the bread of
¢¢ this,” a mode of expreffion ufed on thofe
occafions, his comrades were bound by their
oath to hang him up on the firlt tree, 7 feet
higher than any other criminal. To the
fentences pafled by this tribunal no demur
was to bemade. They muft be executed
out of hand, with the utmoft punéuality,
and the moft implicit obedience, though the
-perfon to whofe lot it fell had confidered
the perfon condemned as the moft virtuous
- man in the world. This induced almoft all
perfons of birth and fortune to feek admif-
fion into the order. Every prince had fome
free judges in his council; and there were
fome even amongit the magiftrates of the
Imperial cities*. In thofe days more gen-
tlemen were free judges than are now free~
mafons. In the procefs which the city of
Ofnabruck had to carry on againft Conrad

* Werlich relates, in his Chronicles of Augfburg,
p- 2. c.9. that there were thirty-fix judges in the city
of Augfburg alone. From this an cftimate may be
formed how many there were in the whole of Ger-
many,



SECRET TRIBUNAL. LR

of Langen, when the latter was condemned,
near three hundred free judges were prefent
at the fitting, of whom part was of the or-
der of nobility, part fimple burghers*. In
Jbort, many princes alfo fought admiffion,
‘a¢ the duke of Bavaria, the margrave of
Brandenburg, &c.

The fervile obedience exacted by the fe-
cret tribunal from it’s members, appears in
the following {peech of duke William of
Brunfwic, who was one of the free judges =
¢ I muft hang duke Adolphus of Slefwic,
¢¢ if he come to fee me, or my comrades
¢ will hang me+.” : :

It was extremely rare for any ene to ef-
cape from the purfuit of the fecret tribunal 3
forthefree judgesnotbeing known, watched
the moment whena prince went abroad from
his palace, a gentleman from his caftle, or a -
burgher from the place of his abode, to goby
night and nail to his gate the citation of the
fecret tribunal. If he did not appear, after
this ceremony had been threetimes perform-
ed, he was condemned ; though he wasufual-
ly cited a fourth time before the execution of
the fentence; after which he was delivered -
over tothe vengeanceof thatinvinciblearmy

* Beim Krefl. vons archid. Wefen, in App..p. 161,
+.John von Bufche de Reform, Monaft, 111, 42,
P: 94z. - '
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of the free judges, which quitted not the
purfmt till he was hunted to death.

When a free judge was not of hitfelf
ftrong enough to feize a criminal and hang
him, he was bound not to lofe fight of him,
~ till he found a fufficient number of his com-
Tades to enable him to execute his purpofe,
and thefe were bound to affift him, without
afking any queftions, on his making certain
figns. They hung up the perfon condemned
with a willow branch, inftead of a rope, to
the firft tree in the high road, but never to a
-gallows. If they were obliged, by circum-
ftances, to kill the criminal with 2 poniard,
or in fome other way, they faftened the
corpfe to a tree, and left their knife in it,
that it might be known he had not been afl
faffinated,  but executed by a free judge:

- All thelr operations were enveloped in
the profoundcft myftery, and even now it is
unknown by what fign* the fages, as they
called themfelves, knew cach other: fill
lefs are we acquainted with the greater part
of their regulations. ' Though the emperor
was reputed chief paramount of the order,
what paffed in the fecret tr1b\mal was for-

* In a writing at Herfort have been obferved the
following letiers : 5. 8. G.G. Thefe according: to
fome ﬁgmfy in German : ffoc, ﬁ‘rm, gras, grein, 1n Eng-

“ flock, floney grafs, groan” S, Plefingery T\ 1V.
P' 490 s
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bidden to be revealed to bim; only if he -
afked whether fuch a perfon had been con-
demned, he might be anfwered yes, or no.
If, however, he afked the name of a perfon
condemned, thishe was not to be told. = A
proof of this inay be feen in the anfwers the
free counts gave the emperor Robert: i
1494.% ‘

The emperor, or the duke his reprefen-
tative, could make free judges no where hut
on thered {oil, that is to fay, in Weftphaliaz
moreover it muft' be in a free tribunal, and
with the affiftance of two or three free
judges, as witnefles. As to the myftical
meaning of the appellation red foil, 1t has
not yet been explained. Perhaps it was
given to Weftphalia, becaufe the field of
the arms of Saxony was gules. The free
judges were fo tenacious of their rights,
that, king Winceflaus having intended to
create free judges in Weftphalia, of hisown
authority, when the emperor Robert afked
how the real free judges were to behave to
them, was anfwered, that they thould hang
them up on the {pot withoat mercy.:

The emperor alone had a right to grant
protection ro thofe who had been condemn-
ed by the fecret tribunal.  This was one of
the referves inferted by Charlemagne in his
capitalaries. J

_ ¥ App. datt. De Pace publicd. p. 177.
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The real caufe of the decline of thefe
tribunals was the territorial fovereignty the
princes gradually acquired in their flates.
In their endeavours to {fupprefs an eftablifh-
ment independent of their authority, they
were fo affiduous, that they finally fuc-
ceeded. It has never been entirely abolifh-
ed ; however, by the laws of the empire, it
has only been confined to its original pur-
pofes, and to certain diftricts. The em-
peror ftill beftows free tribunals as feoffs,
and many are ftill to be found in the coun-
ty of Mark, and in the duchy of Weftpha-
lia: but they have loft their independency,
and exercife their functions only in the
name of the fovereign in whofe territories
they are eftablithed.

It appears highly probable, that the pro-
digious increafe of power acquired by the
fecret tribunals at the end of the fourteenth
century, and beginning of the fifteenth, was
owing to the anarchy which then prevailed
in the empire. Neither the chamber of
Wetzlar, nor the aulic council then exifted ;
and it was impoffible for an individual to
obrain juftice of a prince, or of any of the
ftates of the empire : thus the fecrer tribu-
nal for fome time remedied this defect in
the Germanic conftitution, and rendered

themfelves equally feared and refpected.



HERMAN or UNNA:

A

Series of Adventures of the Fifteenth
Century, 8Se.

=
CHAPTER 1.

T was on a Monday, the morrow of
¢¢ All-Saints, that the emperor Win-
¢ ceflaus conducted to his palace the
¢ princefs Sophia, daughter of john duke
¢¢ of Bavaria.”

Thus begins the manuf'cnpt which we
take for our guide. We cite this intro-
duction, in order to obferve to the reader,
that our bufinefs is to copy, not to invent:
and, having premifed this circumitance, we
thall convey him at once, without farther
circumlocution, into the midft of thofe
fcenes of feftivity, of which, as the manu-
feript informs us, the emperor’s marriage
was the occaffion,



Already, in conformity to the cuftoms
of the age, had threc days elapfed in every
kind of pleafure. The fourth, that of cele-
brating the marriage, was at length uthered
in, and it was ufual to fpeud it in gleatel
fobnety ; :

To this, it is to be afcribed, that the
fpirits of the emperor werej.oy]efs‘ and de-
prefled, when he received rhe hand of his
bride: nor was it till the approach of
evening, when the ample halls of the palace
of Prague began to be filled with the dan-
cers, that he applied himfelf to his bottle,
thence to acquire the gaiety and diffipation
of thought, of which he had need, in his
prefent {o critical fituation.

Indolence and love: of eafe had never,
even in his early years, fuffered him tojoin
in the pleafures of the dance; and he
- refigned them now to the young men and
maidens, noble and plebeian, whom the fif-
gularity of his charaer had induced him,
without diftin&tion, to admit to this enter=
tainmeént.  For himfelf, he retired to a
corner of the hall to play with the duke of

I
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Ratibor at draughts; an amufement, it muft
be confefled, more fuitable to his: dlcmty
und age than that of dancing. -

In another corner of- the hall the auguf‘c
bride-was feated, as little’ participating in
the tumultuous joys of the affembly as her
phlegmatic hufband. * Her perfon was
charming, and had all the bloom of ripen-
ing youth.  Educated in the, folitude of
a convent, fhe hadreadily left it-to affume
the Imperial diadem ; and as readily would
have returncd, to fpend there the reft of her
days, the moment (he beheld him by whom
it was to be placed on her head.

The emperor Winceflaus, a prince who,
though in the vigour of his years, (he was
not yet forty) feemed already given up to
indolence and floth; the ufual c:_ompénions
of old age; hiscountenance paleand cada-
‘verous, his eyes dull'and lifelefs, unlefs
when the circling glals gaye them an.ap-
pearance of animation; the emperor Wi ;
ceflaus, whofe mind was as deftitute of no-
‘ble qualities, as his:perfon of the graces; he;
whom, but for the external {ymlols of his
ftation, it would have becn impofible to
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diftinguith from the meaneft of his fubjects
—what a hufband for Sophia! :
It is not known whether this unfortu.
~nate princefs ever felt for another that
attachment, which, at the foot of the altar,
and againft the with of her heart, fhe had
‘juft vowed to Winceflaus. Certain, how-
-ever, it Is, that in this numerous affembly,
* in which fhe was firft in beauty as in rank,
‘there was not a man, if we except the old
Duke of Ratibor, the intimate friend of her
hufband, to whom that hufband could be
preferred;  Judge from this circumftance,
how deplorable was the fituation of this
young maiden, whofe heart, formed for
‘tendernefs, atked only to love; and who
as virtuous as innocent, regarded as crimi-
~nal every refle€tion to which the wasled, by
~comparifons, that continually obtruded
themfelves to the difadvantage of her lord.
Meanwhile, Sophia had been fo fortu-
nate as to find, in the duke of Bavaria, what
few daughters meet with in a father; a
friend, the confident of her moft fecret
thoughts. It was, from affeGtion to him,
fhe had given her hand to Winceflaus;
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which fhe would willingly have with held,

had fhe not known that her father had
- placed his happitefs on feeing her emprefs.
_She faw no alternative, therefore, but to
“fubmit to her deftiny, or deftroy all the

“hopes of a'man to whom fhe was fincerely

‘attached, and become the inftrument of
his ruin and difgrace. '

The duke of Bavaria, too prudent to
abandon his daughter in fo’ diftrefsful a
moment, and unable to prevail upon her
to join in the tumultuous pleafures of her

-nuptials, partook of her folitude in this
crowded aflembly, liftened to her fighs and
her regrets, and, by the counfels of wifdom,
traced out the conduét it would henceforth
become her to purfue.

- ¢¢ It is time, my daughter, and more
¢ than time,” faid he to her, ¢ to banith
¢¢ the gloomy train of ‘ideas that occupies
¢ your mind. Thefe comparifons, to the

-¢¢ difadvantage of your hufband, this defire
¢ of not being elevated to the rank deftined -
¢¢ you by fortune, and of returning to your
¢ convent, thefe fighs, thefe regrets, are
¢ all too late. I fhall always, indeed, be
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¢ ready toliften to them ; but, at the fame

time, I will never ceafe to remind you of

. 4¢ ‘the ‘advantages ‘attached to your eleva-

¢ emprefs !

¢ Tion, and to which you feem too much
¢ inclined to fhut your eyes.”

- ““ Advantages, my father!” exclalmed

Sophia.. ¢ What ! this crown ! thetxtle of

122 : 18, :

¢ Doubtlefs, thefe are tnﬂcs, replted

the duke. > ¢ Bat do you regard, as equally

<< infignificant, 1he power of promoting the

¢ happinefs of :fo"'many nations ? ©The

¢ power, perhaps; by your Sirtues, by that

““oangeliccand irrefiftible fweetnefs; whxch
¢ enchants evenme, of refloring adepraved
¢ prince to virtue,” 'whom no other' means
¢ have been able to reclaim
1 Al thought Sophia, her eyes overflow-
dng with tears, this would bc attcmptmu to
tranfmute lead into gold. .
¢ Doryourregard;. as equally m(gmﬁ-
€€ cant, the having paid obedience to your
¢¢ father’s will, and rendered him happy by
¢ the facrifice of your inclinationsto his "
-Sophia prefled .the hand of the duke to
her lips, and affured him, that this motive
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was her only confolation, when fhe refle¢ted
on the crowd of forrows chat were about to
be her portion as the wife of Winceflaus.
. Tell mernot,’ fald the.duke, 2¢¢=eell |
“‘ me not, my clnld of forrow.. Is xtpof-_;.;
¢ fible the thould be unhappy, who—?
- Reader, let me ftop. - Thou, wilc e1ﬁ;y"
divine what were the arguments which this
prudent father employedrijtnh his daughrer.
Hiftory informs us, that the venerable duke
was one of the moft eloqucnt princes of his
time; and that nothing could refift the
force of truth when it proceeded from his
lips. Nor were his endeavours ineffectual.
Sophia became calm for the moment:
and her condu&, during along and afflict-
ipg marriage with a man,who could infpire
her with no fentiment but averfion ; her
fidelity, patience, and the atrentive cares
fhe beftowed on her hufband, under the
misfortunes in which he was frequently
plunged by his miiconduct, were certainly
the fruit of the leflons fhe received, on this.
occifion, from her father, 'and which ‘were
interrupted. by an -event, that we fhall
- referve for the following chapter.
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CHAPTER 1I.

"THE night being far advanced, the
dancers ceafed their fport. Part of the
guefts feated themfelves to take refrefh-
ment, and reft their wearied limbs; others,
tired of the {cene, and intoxicated with
wine, funk in the arms of fleep. Among
thelatter, was the auguft {poufe of Sophia.
After a difpute with his antagonift at
draughts, which, accordingto cuftom, he
had decided in favour of himfelf, a vaft
goblet, which he twice emptied to celebrate -
his vi€ory, laid him fenfelefs in his chair.

Sophia and her father were too deeply
engaged in converfation, to think whether
he were afleep or awake; and, probably,
nothing but the fcene which on a fudden -
broke on them, could have detra&ed their
attention.

Silence had reigned undifturbed in the
hall for the fpace of half an hour, when it
was_interrupted by the found of harmonious
inftruments, approaching at a diftance, and
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faluting the ear with tones far more grate.
ful than the harfh and difcordant ones
which had animated the dancers. ¢ What,”
cried Sophia, looking at her father, ““dol
¢ hear?” The mufic continued to ap«
proach. ¢ Celeftial harmony!” added the;
clafping her hands together; ¢ as fweets
¢ as affeting as that of the nuns in the
¢ choir of my convent! happy, happydays,
¢ that I fpent in that peaceful retreat!”
Who does not know the power of har-
mony, even over hearts awake to no tender
fentiment? What then muft have been its
effet on that of Sophia! Her eyes were
filled with tears, and the fpectacle that in a
few moments prefented itfelf, completed -
her emotion. The gates opened: a troop
of young damfels appreared, and advanced
with flow and meafured fteps to the place
where Sophia was feated. They fung to
the accompaniment of harps and flutes,
Their fong, had it been handed down to us
entire, would, no doubt, have been far from
exciting the applaufe of modern cen-
noifleurs, for both the words and the mufic
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weré adapte(i to the unpolifhed tafte of the
age: ‘yet fuch was their effeét on the
'emplefs, that her inmoft foul was moved;

and it was, probably, the firft occurrence |
of the day that had awakened in her the |

leaft fenfatlon of pleafure
¢  thou!” fung the damfels, forming

an ample circle round the emprefs, ¢ who

¢¢. has this day exchanged thy virgin zone
¢ for an’ imperial diadem, may happinefs

<¢ be the refult of the exchange! Thou haft |

-

¢ relinquithed the titleof maiden, toaffume

< the more grateful appellation of mother |

¢ of thy people. Accept it, then, with
¢ fatisfaGion; accept it with joy.  Infpire
¢¢ our mafter with paternal feclings, and we
- < will ever regard thee as the fource of our
¢ happinefs. Behold thefe flowers, to
¢ which the {pring gives birth, and which
< we lay at thy feet amidft the frofts of
«¢ winter. - Our hearts, and thefe orna-
¢ ments, fo dear to us, are the only pre-
« fents we have to offer.’—Thus faying,
the floor. round Sophia was ftrewed with all
the native perfumes of fpring, and the
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damfels kneeled at the feet of their fove-
reign. 'While they eagerly endeavoured
to kifs the hem of her robe, the who led the
band, advanced with a timid air towards
the princefs, and kneeling, prefented her a
cotonet of flowers in a vafe of gold.

- The emprefs, in the excefs of her emo-
tion, was unable to exprefs her feelings ;
fhe held out her hands to the damfels that
kneeled round her, and, regardlefs of her
rank,  ftooped to embrace them.

¢¢ Charming angelic creatures!” cried
fhe, at length, ¢ Deareft children, with
¢ what emotions you fill my heart! yes, I
¢¢ will be your mother : through my inftru-
¢ mentality your lord and mine fhall be-
< come your father. But what are the
¢« words of your fong? O repeat them to
¢ me again !”

They were preparing to execute her
‘commands, when fhe made 2 motion with
‘her hand and faid, “ I would not hear
- ¢ them fung; your mufic is enchanting,
¢ but I with only to have the words.”

Val. I: ‘ B
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The leader of the troop obeyed, and re-
peated what her companions had fung, with
a grace and expreffion that gave new charms
to what fhe delivered. '

Sophia wept, and tenderly preﬂing t;he
hand of the young maiden: ¢ Yes,” ex- |
claimed fhe, looking at her father,  yes,
¢ I fwear to you, and to thefe innocent
€ young women, that I will be a mother to
¢ them, All the affeGions of my heart
& fhall be engrofied by my people. = Pa- |
« tiently will I.endure——.”

A glance from the Duke, remmded her |
that fhe was in the mid{t of a numerous af- |
fembly,and not.alone with him.—She ftopt. |
AAfter 2 moment’s filence, ¢ What is your
¢ pame 2” faid. fhe, in the gentléﬁ and moft
endearing tone, to the young damfel who
had recited the words of the fong. ‘¢ Ida,” |
replied the young woman, cafting down |
_ her eyes.—* Ida !” refumed Sophié s 1
¢ once knew a princefs of that name; is it
¢¢ poffible you can be—— ?”

“ My name is, Ida Munﬁcr,” fald
the young woman, blufhing inftantly

{ I
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like fearlet. © ¢ I am the daughter of a
¢ ftatuary.”
. The . daughter of 2 wmm—e What! fo
handfome, of fo noble a deportment, {o
~-what fhall 1 fay? and the daughter
¢¢only-of a ftatuary !”

¢ My father is 2" very honeft man, and
¢ aloyal fubje of the emperor.”

¢« Wonderful girl! matchlefsof thy kind!”

€ O no !” cried 1da, retiring a few fteps,
and pointing to her companions. ¢ How
¢ many amongthefe are my eqhals! how
¢ many fuperior to me !”’

We beg to inform the reader, that Ida
was miftaken in this particular. Her com-
panions were good fort of girls, and their
perfons far from difagreeable : but not one
of them could at all compare with her.—In
them every thing betrayed a want of educa-
tion ; every thing evinced that it wasto the
folemnity of the day alone they were indebt-
“ed for an appearance above their ftation’;
while Ida, in fpite of the elegance of her
drefs, feemed as much at her eafe as: the Ia-
dies of the court by whom ihe -was {ur-

B2
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rounded, and who fought by their whxfpers
to abafh her,

Sophia took in good part the indirect lef-
fon Ida had given her. ¢ You are all my
¢t children, you are all equally dear to me :”
cried fhe, ftretching out her hands to the
young women who had remained on their

-knees. ¢ Rife, and let me give you fome
s token of the fatisfattion I have received.
¢« Here, pretty blue eyes ; and you, my lit-
s¢ tle {parkler, take thefe remembrances ;
#< and let them fometimes remind you of
« your emprefs, your mother.”—Inftantly
the began to difencumber herfelf of her
magnificent bracelets and diamond bows,
and diftribute them amongft the young wo-
amen, who timidly withdrew their hands, on
her offering them fuch valuable prefents.
¢¢ Take them, take them,” faid Sophia ; who.
conceived that all the trappings the wore
were her own, and was yet to learn, that
an emprefs had lefs command over her
jewels than the loweft perfon of her court;
« take them, my dear children, and bear
¢ me in your remembrance.”
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Sophia was in an ecftacy, a delirium of
joy : but it was a delifium from which the
was quickly awakened by the princefs of
Ratibor, governefs of the houfehold, whe
whifpered fomething in her ear. ¢« Am I
_ ¢ emprefs,” replied Sophia, *‘ and not at
¢ liberty to difpofe as I pleafe of my orna-
¢ ments?” * Then recolle@ing herfelf:
¢« This at leaft,” added fhe, “is my own,”
loofing a chain of gold from her neck —
« Take it, my dear Ida, it was a prelent
¢ from my godmother, the countefs of.
¢ Wirtemberg, and is no jewel of the
¢« crown.”—Ida made a low reverence, and
cafting her eye modeftly on herfelf faid, :
« ] am already more fplendidly adorned
¢ than becomes my ftation; yet, were it
¢¢ not too bold in me, while I decline this
« gift of my fovercign, I would requeft of
¢ her another more agreeable to my wifhes.”
« Afk what you will: there is nothing L
¢ can refufe you.”

«“ O! one of thofe beautiful ringlets
¢¢ that flow down that bofom ¢ what a pre-
“ fent would it be to me! I fhould deem

: B3
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¢ it the proudeft ornament and moft diftin-
¢ guithed mark of honour it fhould be—""
—<¢. Enthufiaft I cried Sophia, and at the
fame time the cut off a lock of her hair with
fuch eagernefs, that the point of the fciffars
feratched her neek, and tinged her handker- :
- chief with blood. 3
Ida ‘'had fufficient prefence of mind to'
‘be one of the firft to ftop the bleeding with
her veil. The hall inftantly refounded with
the cry of ¢ the emprefs is wounded !”
though neither the pein nor the'wound was' |
greater than the prick of a pin might have
occafioned.  The ‘guefls approached in'
crowds to witnefs the difafter, and the up-
‘foar that prevailed about Sophia, terrified
her more than the trifle that had given rife’
to it;' The trembling Ida and her compa-
nions were difmiffed by the princefs of Ra-
tibor with the feverity of a rigid g oovanefs < |
and the company broke up.
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CHAPTER IIL.

ON the arrival of the young damfels, all
the company had gathered together, and
even Winceflaus was roufed from his ftupor
of intoxication. The laft incident redoubled
theivmurmurs., Diffatisfaion was marked.
on the countenance of the emperor ; the
duke of Bavaria appearedembarrafled ; and
it is faid, that the bride, before fhe refired,
had received a fevere reprimand from the
princefs of Ratibor. The old lady could
not forgive Sophia, for excluding her from
the converfation fhe'had had with her father,
A fignal from the young emprefs had forced
her to withdraw, after in vain obferving,
that' explicit orders were given her not to
quit her majefty for a moment. The fpite-
fhe had conceived againft: the princefs, in
confequence of this exclufion, manifefted’
itlelf 'in the remonftrances the made her,,

Bg
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refpe@ing the conduét it became her to pur-
fue in her new fituation, and her recent
behaviour to the young women. The ex-
treme pleafure Sophia had felt from a cir-
cumftance of fo trivial importance as the
coronet of flowers, familiarity with perfons
of no condition, her converfation ‘with
1da, her prefents, and particularly the ad-
venture of the lock of hair, were all can-
‘vafled and reprefented in' colours 'fo unfa-
vourable, that Sophia herfelf was confound-
- ed, and carried her: condefcenfion fo far as
to acknowledge, that {he had gone too great
. lengths, that the did not yet know what de-
corum permitted an emprefs to do, and that
fhe had too muchvof the fimplicity ufually
- acquired in a convent, of which fhe would
_endeavour to correct herfelf.

Sophia was conduéted to her chamber,
and there compelled a fecond time to hear,
from the mouth of her hufband, the leCture
fhe had already received from the governels
of the houfchold. The reproaches of
Winceflaus were chiefly refpe&ting the jew-
cls of the, crown, which the emprefs had
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been foliberally diftributing, but which were
preferved by the interference of the prin-
cels of Ratibor. < I believe,” faid he ta
her, as he examined the jewels inclofed in
their cafket, ¢ that you would have given
¢ away even your wedding ring.”—* O
¢« no,” replied Sophia, ¢1am not ignorant
<« how neceflary it is I thould keep that to
« remind me of my duty.”—Winceflaus
was too ftupid to perceive the point of this
reply ; but the bride was alarmed at what
the had faid.  She was afraid of being afked
whether the had need of fuch a monitor;
and fhe haftened therefore to give another
turn to the converfation. She poflefled
one of thofe gentle and benevolent hearts,
which, if ever they infli& an involuntary
wound, are eager to apply to it the healing
balm ; and foften, by obliging exprefiions,
the poignancy of a thoughtlefs repartee.—
<¢ Have not I tooreceived a prefent?” faid
the, thowing Ida’s coronet of flowers, which
was placed on a table in its. vafe. ¢ But
s no: this.precious gift is not for me; I
¢ lay it at the feet of my emperor.”

Bs
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Winceflans muft have been even a moré
contemptible being than he was, had he not
beefi moved by the affe@ing air with which
the charming Sophia offered him her
coronet. He clafped her in his arms, called
‘her a good girl, which was one of his ten-
dereft expreflions, and then let her go, in
order to fet down the gift, which, in his
eyes, was of no value. But perceiving the
golden vafe, in which Ida had prefented
the coronet of flowers, and to which Sophia
had paid little atténtion, he exclaimed with
aftonithment, ¢ What is this >=—¢¢ It is thé
“ vafe in which the flowers were prefented
“ to me,” faid fhe.—~¢¢ And this filk hand:
¢ kerchief ?”—Sophia imagined, that it had |
béen employed as a fcreen to the flowers,
that the moifture of the air might not
diminifh their bloom.—Winceflaus thook
his head, as he removed the handkerchief,
fancying he underftood this method of
makifig' prefents.—¢ Ah,” rclumed he,
contemplating the vafe with complacency,
‘the weight of which affured him that it was
equal to 2 good number of crowns: ¢ Ah,
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¢¢ I thought no.one would have prefumed
¢ to offer an emprefs fo paltry a prefent as
¢ a coronet of flowers. Let us calculate
¢ the value of this vafe »”. ]

While Winceflaus was makmg bis caI-
culation, Sophia withdrew to a window to
bide her tears. - She felt a fenfation which
fhe could not define, - Her heart was fo
opprefled, that fhe was ready to faint,
She opened the cafement, for - a,. “0
¢ heaven!” faid fhe in a__lo_w voice, and
with a figh, < grant me ftrength akways to
¢¢ acquit myfelf with propriety of the long
¢ and painful tatk I have to perform,
«¢ Such fentiments in an emperor ! and that
¢« emperor my hufband! What a being !”

¢ The vafe,” cried Winceflaus at laft,
¢ js worth precifely three hundred crowns.
¢¢ What is the name of the young woman
¢ who brought it you »*

< Ida, Munfter,” anfwered Soph:a, with
a voice that almoft betrayed the tears fhe
had been thedding.

¢« 1da Munfter! very well, But comes
 my dear, why do you remain fo long
¢ expofed tothe coldair? What! you have
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¢ been crying! Isany thing the matter
« with you ¢”

¢« Alas; what can be more diftrefling,”"
replied Sophia, clafping her hands, ¢¢ than
“¢ to receive prefents from one’s fubjects,
¢ and not have the power of requiting
« them? The trifles I diftributed to thofe
¢ kind-hearted girls-were taken from then,
¢ while T am obliged to keep what they
¢ have given me.’

- You are miftaken; the prefent you
¢t would have made them was incompar-
« ably greater than that which you re-
¢ ceived.” ’

« And is it not thus fovereigns fhould
s¢ recompence their fubjetts ¥

¢« But the people are intended to fhare
¢ with their emperor what they gain under
¢ his protettion.” .

“ Oh! take without fcruplc what your
¢ princes, your nobles may give you: but
¢ thefe tradefmen, thefe artifts, thefe
“ mechanics, Who we—"’

¢ ] tell you again, you are miftaken.
“ Among this clafs of my fubjects there are
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¢ many who are able to pay, ‘and they do
¢ fo. The nobility are poorin comparifon
¢ with them: labour and induftry proculrc
¢¢ treafures fo thefe, which the great can
¢ only acquire by plunder and the fpoils
¢ of an enemy.” ‘ :

Wineceflaus was in the right : the cir-
cumftances of the different ranks of fociety
were nearly as he had depicted them.
But Sophia was not to be conciliated by
this logic, and fhe continued to weep
perhaps from regret at not being able to
make compenfation for the prefent the had
received, and partly, perhaps, from a pro-
fpect of the melancholy pilgrimage that lay
before her. : \

The emperor called his valet to undrefs
him; and Sophia’s women entered to put
their miftrefs to bed, ‘
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CHAPTER IV
- SOPHIA was not rendered fo happy

~ by her new fituation as to forget, like many
young married ladies, every preceding
attachment and pleafure. = The fcene of
the young damfcls prefenting their flowers,
the only one fhe had found interefting
during the celebration of her nuptials, had
never quitted her mind. ‘It was the laft
object of her thoughts as {he refigned her-
felf to fleep, and the firft image that pre-
{ented itfelf when fhe awoke in the morn-
ing. - She fent for Ida, but Ida was indif-
pofed. She fent afecond time, ordering
the meflenger, if Ida were unable to come
to court, at leaft to enquire the names of
her companions. Thefe, not being indif-
pofed, repaired immediately to the emprefs,
The generous wife of Winceflaus could

_ not fupport the idea of receiving a prefent
from perfons of that clals of her fubjeéts,,
which is fupported by induftry, without
making them a return. She accompanied
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therefore, her obliging thanks to the young,
women, with prefents that could not be
taken from them, as they confiituted nor
part of the jewels of the crown, but had
been the property of Sophia while the was:
yet unmarried.

The princefs of Ratibor deemed both
the prefents and the thanks fuperfluous;:
and conceived that the emprefs compro-
mifed her dignity by the converfation fhe
held with fuch plebeian fimpletons. The
term fimpletons, which fhe employed on
this occafion, was not altogether improper. .
In the whole company there was not a
fingle Ida; They knew  nothing  beyond
finging their fong, and anfwering Sophia-
with awkward timidity. The emprefs
queftioned them concerning lda, being at a
lofs to comprehend how this young woman
had been able fo far to furpafs her com-
panions, who 'were of the fame clafs as her=
felf, and muft confequently have received -
the fame education. Through the anfwers
they gave, fhe fometimes perceived traces
of fecret envy, fometimes of contempt for
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merit which it was impoffible for them to
attain.” Sophia difcovered, however, from
. their account, that Ida was an only child;,
that her parents were rich and loved her
tenderly ; that fhe was too handfome, too.
attractive, to be loved by her companions;.
and that her inclination for folitude, owing
to a conicioufnefls of her fuperiority, or,
as they termed it, her pride, feldom per-
mitted her to mix in the cirele, in “which:
the had performed, the day before, fo bril-
liant a part. '

The many commendations beftowed on
thefe young women by the emprefs, would
have been more than fufficient to procure
them the admiration of the whole court,.
bad not Ida fo far outthone them, that her
name was repeated from every mouth, and.
her idea alone occupied the attention of
every mind. The young courtiers had
not forgotten the inexpreffible grace with
which fhe had prefented herfelf. They
enquired into the minuteft circumftances
refpecting her; befieged her father’s houfe ;
afked where fhe was to be feen; were
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aftonifhed at not meeting her any where,
and pitied her for'not being born to a more
elevated rank. Among them, however;
was one, the young Herman of Unna, a
gentleman of Weftphalia, whofe condu&
was the reverfe of all this. He never pro-
nounced’ her ‘name, afked no queftions

| concerning  her,” and’ peither  pitied nor

admired her in public: but, filled with her
idea, he thought of her inceflantly in pri-
vate, and had difcovered the church to

which fhe regularly repaired to hear mafs,

before his comrades had gone through half

their refearches.

Herman was only eighteen years of age.
Admitted early to the court of Winceflaus,
which was far from being the beft poffible
fchool, his principles upon the chapter of
love, his virtue and his morals could not be
fuppofed very firict; and of courle he're-

- garded his inclination for a girl, whom, from

difparity of rank, he could never think of
marrying, as a matter of trivial importance.
A favourite and confident of the emperor,
in whofe fervice he had heen, almoft from
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infaricy,in; qualityi.of page, he had fre-
quently been his agent, in. a variety, of  in-
trigues; i which proved Winceflaus to have
had little dchcacy in affairs of love,. and that
he could make hlmfelf happy. without {cru~
tinizing matters too nicely. Thus circum-

ftanced; whence was Herman to have imbi-.

bed fentiments fuitable.to his birth and the
virtue of Ida? It muft be acknowlcdgcd,
- howewer, in his favour, that he had formed
no ctiminal defigns : he fuffered himfelf to
- be:led on by ‘his paffion, without '>o;nfce
looking forward to itsi confequences. . -
Notwithftanding every attempt: of. our
young courtier, hé could net gain acceft to
the houfe of old Munfter. His door was

open to thofe only who had bufinefs with
himy and he had toe much penetration ta |

~ bé ‘the 'dupe’ of artifice. « Herman, -was
obliged, therefore, to content himfelf with
the pleafure of feeing the objeét of his
‘attachment at the church to which fhe
went daily to offer up her orifons 3 but her
devotion ‘was too fincere, her attention too
profound,  for a fingle glance to ftray
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towards her admirer. Befides, fhe feldom
appeared at church without a large thick
veil, not put on to attract the eyes of
gazers, rather than fcreen the countenance
from obfervation ; for it was as coarfe and
unadorned as the veil of a common me-
chanic’s ddughter. -

It was only on Sundays, when' hcr
father went to church in his beft fuit of
clothes and with a fword by his fide, that
fhe appeared with her face unveiled, walk-
ing by her mother.. A new light then
feemed to Herman diffufed through the
aifle, though it was a light that (hone not
for him. What would he not have given
for one of thofe looks, fo tender and fo
devout, that were directed fometimes to St
Urlula, and fometimes. to the Virgin ! '

The name of Ida, which had been fo
often repeated at court the week after All-
Hallows, was foon fo completely forgotten,'
that fcarcely was it remembered at Chrift-
mas, Sophia herfelf had ceafed to recall
herimage. ‘The attachment fhe had felt
for her, was, doubtlefs, toovivid to be lafta
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ing.. Ida, befides, had taken no fteps to

" -keep it alive. After the firt marks of

efteem fhe had received from the emprefs,
fhe no morc appeared at court to folicit
hew ones; and, probably, had fhe not been
guilty of that omiffion, thofe teftimonies of
affection would infenfibly have diminifhed.
Sophia was a woman and a princefs.. Her
partiality for Ida was, at bottom, nothing
more than the fentiment felt by a young
Perfon, yet new to the world, towards thofe
who relieve her from the languor of a
- wearifome circle, and excite fenfations of
pieafure in her breaft, where only chagrin
exifted before. . :
Independently of all this, new fubje&s
of reflection daily prefented themfelves to
- the mind of Sophia, and entirely occupiéd '
her thoughts. . Every day difcovered to her
fome pew imperfe&tion of her hufband,
gave her frefh light refpe&ing her unfor-
tunate fituation, or brought her acquainted
with perfons who rendered that fituation
~ {till more painful. Shortly after her mar-
riage, a lady appeared at court, and was
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prefented to her under the name of madam
von Baden.  To Sophia 'her manners
appeared fo vulgar, that he would have
paid no farther attention to her, had fhe
not found her at fupper feated by the fide
of the emperor, and remarked, from their °
familiarity, that they had long been ac-
‘ quainted.

Sophia had been brought up ina con-
veat, in total ignorance of the occurrences
of the times. Theadventures of Winceflaus
with the fair maid of Baden, were known
to every body but her. Become emprefs,
no one was {o officious as to acquaint her
with the frailties of her hufband; and had
it been otherwife, fhe would probably have

“had the goodnefs to place to the account of
the paft, his ftill fubfifting attachment to
Sufanna. ;

Befides, to fee madam von Baden was
Aufficient. Her air was indolent and heavy;
her look bold and immodeft; her cheeks |
crimfon ; and her bloated face could boaft
no other charm than a tolerable fine fet of
teeth, That fuch a woman f(hould capti-
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vate an emperor, and that emperor the
{poufe of Sophia, appcared an utter impof-
fibility. ‘
‘Winceflaus hxmfelf took the trouble,
during fupper, to recite his adventures with
Sufanna, omitting, however, fome few par-
ticulars; and Sophia faw, in his attentions
to that lady, nothing more than ill-timed,
or exceffive proofs of gratitude, which fhe
did not fail to interpret with her ufual
indulgence. The commendations which
the emperor. beftowed on madam won
Baden, ‘induced even Sophia to fhew her
{fome efteem. Soon, however, the was made
acquainted  with the foolith - amours of
Wineeflaus ; and the was then firft ‘con-
winced, that to all her other troubles muft
be added that of having a rival, and a rival
too fo unworthy of her. She frequently
~ .wept in fecret ; and the princefs of Ratibor
.once furprifing her in tears, feized that
~ .opportunity 'of gaining her confidence,
‘which fhe had before attempted in vain.
Sophia thought fhe could not depofit
her griefs in the bofom of a perfon attached
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to her more fincerely. - The [ole confident
of her moft fecret thoughts, her father, (to
whom her hufband had hinted, in a man-
ner far frem .equivecal; a defire of | his
abfence,) “had quitted - Prague a few days -
after. the ~marriage; “and« this unhappy
daughter was: thus left, ‘without' réfgu:x;cc,
1o the guidance of “her own difcretion.
For the firft time in her life Sophia em-
‘braced the governefs of the houfchold ; and
though this Jady feemed ‘to employ herfelf
only in giving her difagreeable information
refpeéting the caufe .of her chagrin, yet fhe
found a fort of confolation in fpeaking of
‘her misfortunes, and giving free vent toher
complaints, and to'the>contempt fhe . felt :
for foratiworthy a hufband. <1

. From thismoment:the princefs:of Rau-
bor began to affume defpotic authority over
-the! emprefs. ''She exalted or depreffed
whoni: fhe: pleafed 5 prefcribed  to ‘Sophia
what:objedts to love and what to hatei; and

as Ida was forgotten at court, it would not
have been rallowsble to' revive the remem-
brance of her, had 'even the emprefs
defired it.
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CHAPTER V.

HERMAN, meanwhile, never ceafed to
think of his beloved Ida. The difficulty
he found in fpeaking to her; or obtaining
a fingle look, inflamed him the more, and
exalted her in his eyes. Her obfcure birth,
which at firft had been a matter of fo total
indifference, now began to difquiet- him,
He wifhed either to raife her to his own
‘rank, or reduce himfelf to a level with
her’s. To effeét this, a thoufand romantic
‘expedients occurred to his mind: for
-though romances did not then exift, the
:heads of young perfons were not lefs fertile
in 1magining . extraordinary —adventures,
which amufed them as much’ as books of
this ftamp amufe our contemporaries.

To elevate Ida to an equality with him-
felf, to addrefs her with honourable defigns,
‘and to make her his wife, appeared to
Herman- impoffible, The confent of the
emperor to an unequal match might, pro-
bably, be obtained ; for on that head, as
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as on many others, he was extremely fndul.
gent; but Herman had relations who were
not {o indifferent, He was poor, and the place
of chamberlain, which he had filled with
diftintion for fix months, was far from lu-
crative. - It is'true, the parents of Ida were
rich y neverthelefs, all things confidered,
Herman begah to be of opinion, that he
fhould find the fecond road to happinels
the moft -eafy. He 'refolved, therefore,
to reduce himfelf to a level with her; and
to facrifice to his love, rank, family, and
all his future hopes of preferment, °

It is not known what fteps he took to
obtain this end. He probably atiempted
to’ gain admiffion into old Munfter’s houfe
as an apprentice: but whether the crafty
ftatuary recolleéted the figure be had fo
often feen in different difguifes, or whether
he had other reafons to be on his guard, it
appears that Herman failed in his {cheme;
for our manufcript reprefents him, fhortly
after the period in which he muft have
made thofe attempts, in as hopelefs a fitua-
tion as at the commencement of his amour.

Vol. L. : C
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We have obferved, that THerman wag
the favourite and confident of Winceflaus.
Pale and dejetted, he was more officious
than ever in attending his mafter ; and all
his looks feemed to exprefs the defire he
felt of being afked-the caufe of his defpon-
dency, and receiving proffers of afliftance.
But Winceflaus faid not a word. He
refembled not thofe princes who are always
ready to gratify the withes of their favorites;
on the contrary, he poflfefled one of thofe
celd and infenfible minds, which receive
from thofe around them but flight and
fugitive impreffions. One might have
been tortured before his eyes wuhout his
betraying any emotion ; have died without
his perceiving it; and returned to life
again without his exprefling any aftonifh-
‘ment.

This frigid indifference to the love-fick
torments of a chamberlain of eighteen, will,
probably, be thought of little importance,
" though to him, whom it concerned, it
doubtlefs appeared otherwife.—But to go
on with our fiory,



Herman was of the number of thofe
fortunate mortals, who frequently owe to
fome unexpetled event, the accomplith-
ment of _their deareft withes. To the lan-
guithing looks of our hero, the emperor

_ paid no attention, and underftood nothing
of their meaning. Meanwhile, regardlefs
and ignorant as he was of them, he refolved
to employ his young confident in a bufinefs
as aufpicious to his views as Herman him-
felf could have defired.

- ¢¢ Herman,” faid he to him one day,
«¢ what am I to think of thee?  Art thou
¢ blind, or doft thou with not to fee the
¢ chagrin of thy mafter ? Why doft thou
¢ not afk what difturbs my repofe ?”

Herman bowed, without anfwering ;
for what indeed could he have faid ? How
was it poflible to difcover, in features like

_ thoefe of Winceflaus, traces of forrow, or of

any other fentiment? How conjeGure

inward trouble from the countenance of a

perfon whofe manners were at beft neither

mild nor engaging ? The reproach of the

emperor was fupremely unjuft, and filence

) Cz2
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s

was the only anfwcr that could be given
it.

“ieel Ves o Herman,*® "Vcomimjed Wincef-
laus, ¢ I am in. the grcatéﬂ embarrafiment ;
« and as you have extricated me from dif-
¢« feulties on fo many former occafions,
¢ 1am difpofedv to think you may ferve,
¢ me on this.” ' : '

Again Jerman bowed, and felt a fecret
{atisfaction from the words of the emperor,
as they recalled to his memory  certain
adventures in which he had been the prin-
cipal actor, and even kindled in his heart a
vague kind of hope of fpeedily attaining
his pmpofe.

« Tam in the greateft want of money,”
refumed the emperor. ¢ The dower of
¢ my wife has been all fwallowed vp by the
«¢ expences of the nuptials. You know I
¢ was not fparing, Forty thoufand Aorins
¢ were a good round fum, and required
& me to be generous. Well, they are gone;
¢ and with them have I obtamed an mfup- ;
< portable cenfor of my conduct. This is
¢ what I" ha.ve left ; whxlc chat alone whxch

Wil
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‘¢ rendered her pelfon defirable is vamfhed'
 for ever.

The heart of Herman revolted at this
language. He had leng indeed witnefied
the imprudent prodigality of his mafter,
as well as his blindnefs to the knavery of
thofe by whom he' was furrounded: but
forty thoufand Aorins, the whole dower of
a princefs..confidered as rich, and which
were equal to the portion which the king of
England had lately given with his daughter,
to the great fatisfacion of his fon-in-law—
the diffipation of fuch a'fum confaunded

" all the ideas of Herman; and had not the
emperor named madam von Baden, to .
whom he afcriBed a part of this extraordi-
nary ckpence, it would not have becn pof-
fible 'for “6ur ‘young chamberlam to have
unriddled the myftery.” 3
* Herman' was not unacquamted thh the
charafer of ‘Sufanpa, He had heard of
her rage at the‘marriage of Winceflaus; hé:
knew that fhe had been daring enough to
threaten her 'paramour’ with difcovering
certain’ circumftances to 'Sophia and her

C3
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®father, that would infallibly: have broken
off the match; and it required, therefore,
little penetration to guefs, that her filence
had been purchafed by largefums of money,
which the emperor ingenioufly carried to
the account of the neceflary expences of
the nuptials, !
“ What is to be done?” continued
Winceflavs.  “ Do not fuppofe I am paor,
¢¢ becaufe my coffers are empty. In-thofe
“ of my fubje&s there is money enough,
“and the only queftion is, to devife how
“ to convey it into mine. Old Munfter,
‘¢ for example, who on the day of my wed-
¢ ding, made fo handfome a prefent tomy
< wife, is certainly rich.: .1 am told that
* hecan give his daughter a portion cqual
¢« to the fum I received with, the ,pringefs
<< of Bavaria. You fee, _-f,lf(:)vm.‘t'his, that he
¢ is able, and of courfe it is his duty to
< affift me. Go to himin my name, and
« zfk him to lend me a thoufand crowns.
€ A prince is never without refources for
¢ difcharging his debts; and I jempower:
¢ you to grant him permiffion on ¢he fpar,
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- ¢ to wear on Sundays, like the nobility, a
gold chain round his neck; a permiffion
“« which many other artifts have long foli-
¢ cited in vain.” ' '

Herman was thunderftruck. Joy at
having at laft found a pretext to enter the
dwelling of 1da, to fpeak to her father on
behalf of the emperor, to offer him a mark
of honour that would fo greatly diftinguifh
him from others of his ftation, abforbed all
his thoughts ; and itwas not till he arrived
at Munlter’s door, that he began to be
unealy refpecting the manner in which his
prbpofals might be received, and to reflect
on the inconvenicnces attached to this mark
of the emperor’s confidence. He feared
that this embafly, if fuccefsful, wbuld be
often repeated ; and that it might not
merely diminith the wealth of a family
become fo dear to him, butin time reduce
Ida and her father to poverty and wretch-
ednefs.

Cyq
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CHAPTER VI.

- WHILE refle&ions of this nature were
rapidly paffing in the mind of our youth,
he had already knocked twice at Munfter’s
door.. It was opened by an old domeftic.
The figure of Herman was of the clafs of
thofe to which - the father of Ida had for-
bidden accefs to his houfe..  Young, hand-
fome, and elegantly drefled, his appearance’
was by no means calculated to obtain a
favourable reception frem a man, who, in
his mafter’s abfence, confidered himfelf as
the guardian of his honour. Befides, this
trully. domeftic imagined that he had
alreadw feen- bis face, and thewn him the

door on fome former occafion ; which was
far from being unlikely, confidering the
various attempts Herman had made to
introduce himfelf.

The door, therefore, was fhut in his
face without ceremony; and before our
hero had time to mention whom he wanted,
a furly voice exclaimed, that his mafter
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was gone out.—% But his wife,” faid the
young courtier, in a gentle and foothing
accent, ¢ is fhe at home ?”—<The anfwet’
would probably have beén ‘the fame, had
not the queftion reached Ida’s mother,’
whom chancc had lucklly’*brought within
hearing, - ' '

Hcrmzm heard Pthrourrh the door a ﬂxght
altercation - betwédn - the'wife" ‘and  the:
fervant. 'He knocked ‘again':'  when ‘dhe
obliged the mercilels porter to withdraw,:
and fhe herfelf opened the idoor.  The
appearance “of .our hero drew from her a
profound’ courtefey.  “May I beg the
¢ favour -of ‘your name, fir knight!1” faid
the, with ‘an "air of  embarraflment, ‘and’
bluthing, | : | A

“ My name is of little confequentce,”
anfwered: Herman, with impatience ;  but
“ the embafly with which I am charged,,
‘% ‘gives me a title ‘to admiffion  every
« where :-T come'on the part of the em-
. peror,”’— Of the emperor | cried fhe:
“ I hope not to bring us ill news; for,
“ thank God, I know not that we have any’

€5
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“¢¢ thing of which to accufe ourfelves : and
¢ as to what money can purchafe-~——But
¢ have the goodnefs to walk in 5 Twill juft
“ fee where my daughter is, and wait upon
¢¢ you in a moement.”

Herman wasiconduéted into a parlour,
where the firft obje& that met his eyes was
a beautiful young woman whom he inftantly
would have taken for Ida, had fhe not
appeared a thoufand times more charming:
%ic was foon, however, convmced that it
was Ida herfelf.

Qur young lover had never feen the

- obje&t of his paffion but with the thick veil
fhe wore at church, orin a very unbecom-
ipg drefs, which was then in fathion. The
high fiff collar, the enormous folds of the
gown, and the antient gothic head-drefs,
left, indeed, this beauntiful young woman
charms-cneugh eafily to be diftinguithed
from hgr companions, difguifed in the
fame manner ; but how different did fhe
appear in ber undrefs, with no other orna-
ment than a flightveil {a(‘tened to her lovely
1refies |
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Herman ftood motionlefs as a flatue;
and Ida, occupied at her fpinning wheel,
fcarcely raifed her eyes. In thofe days, it
was cuftomary for young women to put
fome reftraint upon their looks, and ta re-
prefs the eager ftare of curiofity..

At hisentrance, the mother had requeft--
ed our hero to fit down, and exprefled a
hope that he would not be tired of waiting.
Buat, fo near his Ida, it was impoffible for
him to feel any fenfation of wearinefs.—
Intoxicated with the pleafure of beholding
her, he thought not of changing his pofture,
and he ftood, nailed as it were to the floor,
with his eyes fixed on the lovely fpinfter.
Once or twice fhe opened her lips to re-
mind the young man of her mother’s re-
queft, but inftantly clofed them again,
doubting whether it would not be a bicach
of decorum to addrefs herfelf to a ftranger..

The behaviour of Herman was equally
extraordinary. The charming fpinfter let
fall her diftaff: and our hero,.inftead of run-
ning with eagernefs to take it up, and avail=
ing himfelf of the opportunity it afforded
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of approaching and fpeaking to the objed
of his affection, fuffered her to ftoop for it
herfelf, without making the lealt moyement
to her affiftance.

Ida, to whom this trifling accident had
not happened from coquetry, bluthed with
fhame, and refumed her {pinning with frefh
eagernefs, careful to avoid all feeming re-
proach of -the ftranger for his want of ad-
drefs. * Under fuch circumftances, it is dif-
- ficult to fay, whether, had the fame event
‘been répeated, it would, after the failure of
the firft opportunity, have been fuccefsful
in bringing about a converfation between
the lover and his miftrefs, Be this as it
may, an infurmountable obftacle was put to
it by the queftion which the mother, who en-
tered at this moment, addrefled to Herman.

¢ And what intelligence from the empe-
s peror does his envoy bring us?” faid the,
again prefling Herman to be feated, while
fhe remained herfelf modeftly flanding be-
fore him.  The chamberlain was a little-
embarraffed ; he even blufthed, a quality at
prefent rare among courticrs, and found it

3
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no eafy matter to execute with propriety the
commiffion with which he was honoured,
Nor does our manufcript relate the manner
in which be acquitted himfelf; it only men-
tions the effect it produced on Mrs., Mun-
fter, who {miled, and, giving a fignificant
nod to Ida, obferved : ¢ Now, daughter,
“ my dream is out. In’your father’s ab=
¢« {ence, I thought I found rofes in out
¢ garden; now rofes fignify honors.”"

Thus faying, fhe went to a large cheft,
which fhe opened with fome noife, and
took out of it a fmall ebony catket. < I
¢ am highly delighted,” faid fhe, feating
herfelf by the fide'of Herman, and empty-
ing the catket on the table, ¢ that my huft
¢ band is not at home, to deprive me of
¢ the honor of rendering a fervice to fo
¢ great a perfonage. Here, fir knight, take
« what you pleafe, take all without counting
‘¢ it, except this chain indeed, and this-
¢ ring, which belong to my daughter.—
* Affure our émperor of my profound re-
“ fpe@, and tell him that we love him .
‘f with all our hearts fince he has given us .

>
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¢ {o good an emprefs. We hope that
< through her, things will be better than
S they havc heen ” '

Herman was furprifed at the readmefs
with which this woman facrificed, what he
conceived to be all her wealth, to a fove-
reign like Winceflaus. He looked at her
with aftonifhment; faid a few words to
affure her that the fum, whatever it was,
fhould be faithfully repaid, though he be-
lieved no fuch thing ; and then fpoke of the
favour which the emperor had authorifed
him to beftow on Munfter, as a recompenfe
(or as was moft likely a compenfation and
requittal for the loan.) * But who,” added
Herman, “ has the greateft right to wear
¢ the gold chain? he, for whom it was
¢« intended by the emperor, or the gererous
¢ woman who has difplayed fuch a readi-
$¢ nefs to ferve him »”
¢ My hufband is not vain enough for
“¢¢ that,” anfwered Mrs. Munfter with a
frole; ¢ and, I fhould certainly make a
¢ charming figure among the females of my
¢ flation, decorated with fuch an oroament!

1
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«. Be that however as it may, if the empe-
¢« ror fhould be difpofed to recompence
¢« me, I mean, upon a proper occafion, to
< afk him a favor of another l«;ind, which I
¢¢ hope he will not refufe me.”

- Herman affured her, that he would ob- '
tain for her from the emperor whatever fhe
defired, and that he believed he might au-
therize her, without detriment to the favour
-which the intended to afk, to wear at pre~ .
fent in public any ornament fhe pleafed,

Our young man, who transferred to_the
mother a portion of the fentiments which
he felt for the daughter, {poke with fuch
warmth, that the {mile of felf-complacency
was again lighted up in the countenance of
Mrs. Muafter. ¢ I am bappy,” faid fhe,
¢ to find that you have fuch influence with
« your mafter, and I thank him for the

- permiffion he gives me to ufe my own
¢ jewels, which I may now at any rate wear.
¢“ in-my houfe, fhould I feel fo difpof-
“ ed. But as you are fo much in favor
“ with the emperor, how is it he does not
“ permit you to wear a gold chain ? I have
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¢ feen you, I think, at church, and other
¢¢ places, but never with this badge of
¢ honor ; and yet you are a nobleman -
Herman bluthed—The narrownefs of his
~ fortune, and the mean parfimony of Win-
ceflaus, he well knew to be the caufe of this
omiffion. ) ‘ gl
- - ¢ What,” continued fhe, ¢ would you
| < fay, were I for once to at the emperor,
s and decorate you with a chain ? Ida, will
“ you give your confent?” The mother,
as fhe faid this, heid up a chain, which fhe
had juft before declared to be her daughter’s.
Ida made a fign of approbation. ¢ Come
s hither then,” refumed the mother, ¢ and'
¢ with your own hands place about his
¢ neck the prefent which I make him at
¢ your expence.” =

Ida was confufed. She rofe however,
- at length, upon a fecond fummons of her
~ mother, with trepidation approached our
hero, took the chain, put it about his neck
and returned hafltily to her diftaff, without
fcarcely looking at Héx;man, while he; al-
moft befide himfelf, gazed on her with rap-

sure, and would have caught her in his arms..
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A long filence enfued. Ida fat at her reel, =
~with her eyes fixed upon it, but without re- |
fuming her occupation : Herman regarded -
her with tendernefs unutterable; and the
‘wife of Munfter, fitting in a chair behind
them, obferved them both with attention.
‘This dumb fcene was at length put an
end to, by the latter afking our youth, if he
was not the chevalier Herman of Unna 2=
Herman was about to anfwer in the afirm-
ative, and to afk by what means the had
come to the knowledge of his name, when
Mirs. Munfter, hearing her hufband’s foot- -
. fiep in the porch, requefted him to conceal
1da’s prefent in his pocket. He obeyed,
without afking the reafon, and Munfter
made his appeararice.  Fle was a good look-
ing old man, and as'decently drefféd as his
ftation permitted. A loftinefs of carriage
announced the independent citizen, who
confidered himfelf as equal to any of the .
nobility ; but fuch goodnefs beamed from
every feature of his countenance, that it
was impoffible not to pardon in him fo
Night a failing. The prefence of the cham+

i
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berlain excited his furprize. He looked
with feverity at his wife, ordered Ida to
withdraw, and then afked Herman what he
wanted,

The pame of the emperor foftened a2
little his features, and the commiffion with
which the envoy was charged caufed him to
fmile. % I am charmed,” faid he, as foon
as he was informed of what had paffed,
the prefent of Ida excepted. “ 1 am
¢ charmed that my wife has acted precifely
s¢ a5 I fhould have done myfelf. The next
¢ time the emperor has occafion for me,
¢ and it will not, I truft, be long firft, &
¢ will then be my turn. -We are bound
“ to facrifice to our fovereign both our
¢ fortunes and our lives, In one of the
¢ loyal cities of his majefty I - found
#¢ affiftance and proreCtion when I was
¢ poor and perfecuted. It is in his
_ %¢ dominions I have gained a portion of
£ what I poffefs: and he has a rightw©
< fhare it with me. On the part of your
& mafter, therefore, you may come, young
¢ man, as often as he thall defire you; buf
 on your own account, never.”
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After fuch a declaration, Herman was
defirous of prolonging the conference: but
the an{wers he received were brief, He
fpoke of renewing his vifit, and added fome
compliments to Munfter : butthe old man
was filent. Herman then retired. What,
indeed, would it have availed him to have
ftaid? She, who fo powerfully attracted
him, his dear Ida, was withdrawn; and
her mother, before fo complaifant, was {o
‘ changed fince the arrival of her hufband,
as not to be known for the fame perfon.

Our hero, with flow and penfive fteps,
~returned to the palace, revolving, as he .
went, evefy event that had paflfed. 1da’s
looks, - the mother’s kindnefs, the prefent
the had in fo flattering a2 manner beftowed
upon -him by the hand of her.daughter, and
a thoufand things befide, occupied his
thoughts, enchanted him with hopes of
which he examined not :the folidity, and
made him forget his chief bufinefs, andithe
fuccefs with which it had" been attended :
nor was it till he felt the burden.of the
‘money which the goad old lady had given
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. him, a burden which, in the ficft moment
““of bis joy, he had not perceived, that he
-recolle@ted what he had to do, and haftene]
to impart to his ma"cer the event of hi
commiffion.
It was a law with Wm eflaus never fo
be fatisfied ; ‘and he departed not from i
‘on the 'prefent’ occafion.  The prefent

which the generous citizen had made him, §

fell a few crowns fhort of the fum he had
Tequefted. = In his eyes the wealth of
Munfter appeared inexhauftible, and he
talked of havmg fhortly a' fecend recourfc

. 10 ll'.
His confident paid little attention to
what he faid. He wifhed to be alone, that
“he'might again refleé on his adventure,
and contemplate at leifure the chain he had
‘received ; a jewel of no inconfiderable
: :\'aluc, and with which he was in every
refpet fatisfied, except that the medallion
attached to it, inftead of reprefenting the
charming features of Ida, exhibited ‘the

bearded vifage of an old count of ertem-_

berg, refpecting whom he had little curiofitys

e srcn R e
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- While. Herman gave a loofe to his re-
fletions, and recalled to his mind the beauty
of Ida, and the kindnefs of her mother, he
muft certainly have forgotten the feventy
of the father; for, the next morning, - as
foon as it was light, he repaired to the
lioufe of old Munfter, and was furprifed at
not finding admittance. He was told that
neither the mafter nor the miftrefs was at
home 5 that it was to be prefumed, after fo
recent an application, he had no commands
from the emperor ; and that he could have
no other bufinefs there.
It was to no purpofe that he pfrrevered
in his vifits, he was always dimiffed in a

fimilar manner, and he began at lat ‘to .

wifh that the emperor might again have
need of money, and might apply, as before,
to the firong box of Munfter. But Wia-
ceflaus had too much cunning not to have
difcovered other more copious fources
from which to fupply his wants, He cre-
ated earls, counts, princes, exaling from
each a fum proportionate to the dignity
conferred. He alfo invented a new way
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of enriching hinifelf by the appointment of
free-judges, and other officers of that
dreadful tribunal, by the terrible arm of
which juftice was then adminiltered in f-

cret. It is true, the emperor had no right
* to fuch nominations, the privilege belong-
ing exclufively to Weftphalia, where thofe
tribunals were in force. But Winceflaus
was a man little given to ferutinife things
too narrowly; he took what did not belong
to him, as if it had been his own, and fe-
licitated himfelf on the advantages tobe
derived from it,
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CHAPTER VII,

A SECRET enmity fubfifted between
count Victor of Milan, and a prince of the
houfe of Vifconti. The caufe of. their
mifunderftanding, and the motives that
prompted them to reciprocal injuries, are
foreign to our hiftory. Ambition, how-
ever, and a thirft of vengeance, brought the
former to the court of Winceflaus, to whom
he offered a hundred thoufand florins*, (an
enormous fum in thofe days) if the empe-
ror would raife him to the dignity of a
duke. Wainceflaus; deaf to the remon-
ftrances of the princes of the empire, who
would have diffuaded him from compli-
ance, liftened only to his intereft; and
granted to the count, in fpite of the laws,
which were formally againft it, not only
the favor which he publickly folicited, but
another, as the event proved, which he had
demanded in private, namely, the eftablifh-
ment in his territories of a fecret tribunal.

* Eleven thoufand two hundred and fifty pounds.
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This was authorifing him to arm, on the
flighteft pretext, againft any one who
offended him, a thoufand executioners, who
might put the unhappy perfon to deaths
wherever they met him, without any one
daring to take vengeance of the deed.

This laft motive of the count’s vific is
not fufficiently known for us to fpeak pofi-
tively refpelting it; but it is certain that
he obtained all he afked, and paid the em-
peror for his complaifance even more gene-
roufly than he had promifed. :

Winceflaus. now mmgmed himfelf in
pofieffion of inexhauftible mines of wealth.
Nothing was thought of at Prague but
fcenes of diffipation. The moft licentious
entertqmments of which the preferment
of the duke of Milan was the pretext and
the fupport, rapidly fucceeded each other.
The people, while they murmured at the
follies of the emperor, had the greater folly
to imitate him. " His extravagance gave a
“temporary circulation to ‘money, and the
plca'i‘ures with which his courtiers were
intoxicated, found their way to the moft
diftant corners of the city.
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‘Tt was about this time, that a dreadful
fire, of which fome ancient chronicles {till
fpeak, broke out in the eaftern quarter of
Prague. The clock had juft ftruck twelve,
The emperor, and his infeparable compa-~
nion, the prince of Ratibor, were empt‘ying -
their capacious bumpers, which were to di-
(velt them of the little realon that remained,
while around them lay, dead drunk on the
floor, all who had dared to enter the lift
with fuch noble antagonifts. Stammering,
and burlting with laughter, they defcanted
on the manner in which their companions
~ had fallen. ' They then difputed about the
order in which it had happened, and the
time they could themfelves hold out, fo
warmly as to be on the point of coming to
blows. : '

Duting thefe riotous proceedings, the
younger part of the company, who, though
leat in number, were by far the moftin-
terefting, had drank out ef no cup: but the
€up of pleafure, and were amufing them-
felves with the noble éxercife of dancing.
In the middt of this - brilliant circle was

Vol. I, : D
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Herman ; but he partook not of its joy, for
Ida was not there. Sometimes he went to
the window which looked towards that part
of the city in which the refided j then again
he would haf’cnly retire, renewing the oath
which he had already.a thoufand times bro-
ken, to think of her no more, At length he
Joined the dance, as the only way of diffipat-
ing his chagrin. Though delicacy had pre-

~vented' him from becoming inebriated, yet
~ bad he drank enough to give him a mo-
mentary elevation of {ipirits; and his ima-
gination led him in turns to fee the idol of
his heart in every nymph with whom he
lightly tripped round the hall.

On a fudden, extraordinary cries were
heard, which fpread trouble and confufion
through this joyous affembly. < It is the
¢ centinel,” faid a pretty blue-eyed girl to
Herman, prefling hisarm, which the held
to her heart : #¢ it is the centinel, announc-
 ing the approach of day; let us not
“ {pend in vain the precious moments that
“ are on the wing.” The cries being re-
peated, a ftop was put to the mufic. The
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company liftened. < It is fire !” exclaimed
a hundred voices at once. The dancers
inftantly crowded together, and as quickly
feparated, running, fome to the doors,
others to the windows, to.difcover where
the accident was, or fly from a‘danger of
which they were ignorant.

Herman flew to the window from which
he had fo little abfented himfelf during the
evening, All the eaftern part of the fky
was a fea of fire. The remembrance of
Ida rufhed inftantly to his mind, and dif-
fipated, in a moment, the kind of intoxi-
cation in which he was plunged. Invok-
ing her name, he abruptly quitted the hand
of his partner, which he had hitherto held ;
and, almoft befide himfclf, endeavoured,
by incredible exertions, to- pierce through
the crowd which prevented him from get-
ting out of the apartment. Tihs he effe&-
¢d, by throwing down every one that
oppofed his paflage; and having at length
gained the fireet, he ran with the wildnefs
of infanity, regardlefs of the diftance, till
he arrived at the fcene of devaftation,

D2
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“There——But the reader will fpare me the
recital of the dreadful and wide-fpre ding
ruin to which Herman would have been
witnefs, had he been fifceptible of ary

other idea than that of the peril of his
- miftrefs.

The inhabitants of that part of the city
where the conflagration had taken place,
were probably late informed of their dan-
ger; for many of them, who had been cele-
brating the feflival of Winceflaus, were
overcome with intoxication, and others,
exhauvtted by their caily labour, were as
profoundly funk in fleep.

In the number of the latter was the

_ family of Munfter. They were firangers to
the impure plealures of difipation. On
the contrary, their days were employed in
‘induftry, and their nights in repofe. The
event, befide, had happened on the eve of
the exaltation of the crofs; and to fpend
fuch a night in pleafure, would have appear-
ed highly criminal to a family fo religious.

Herman, half dead with apprehenfion,
found Munfter and his wife, with folded

-
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arms, gazing at their houle, which was in
flames, and calling inceffantl ly on their dear
Ida. It was with difficulty thefe unfortu-
nate parents had faved their own lives,
The father, who, after his efcape, had
return:d through che fire in order to refcue
his daughter, whom ke fowht in vain in
the apdrtment where fhe had been accuf-
tomed to flcep, felt, fo' great was his anxiety,
no pain from his arm, .which had been
fcorched in the attempt; and the mother
feemed every moment ready to rufh into
the flames to fave her beloved éhilJ,, ac
‘perith with her, 1

¢ Ida!” exclaimed the frantic Herman,
“ Is Ida then miffing¢ Oh! let me feek,
“ let me fave her!” Thus faying, he
{cized a laddes, and placed it againft thag
 part of the houfe which the mother pointed
out. The wind having, for an inflang,
blown away the flames trom it, he mounted |
. on burning beams and heated ftones, and.
‘reached the chamber of his miftres. A
thick fmoke enveloped and concealed him
from every eye. The parents of lda could

. : D3
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no longer diftinguith the deliverer of their
daughter. <€ Ah! is it over with him too !”
exclaimed the mother, wringing her hands,
But, in a moment he appeai'ed again, pene-
trated- fill farther into the fatal ruins, dif-
‘appeared a fecond time, again came in
fight, defcended the ladder, and fell fenfe-
lefs into the arms of thofe who haftened to
his affitance.

““ Ah! he is returned without her?”
cried the diftracted mcther, ranning to-
wards him ; “ he is returned without her!
¢ O God, where is my child »”

While the mother thus bewailed the lofs

of Ida, the father was endeavouring to re-
vive the intrepid youth, who had fo gene-
roufly, and fo unfuccefsfully hazarded his
life for her. While traverfing the houle
“in fearch of his beloved, the fmoke had
nearly fuffocated him: anxiety alfo, and
the efforts he had made, had totally ex-
haufted his ftrength, fo that his fainting
affumed the very image of death, and no-
‘thing but the torture occafioned by his
wounds could have recalled him to life.
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Day began to break; the crowd in-
creafed ; the drunkards, and weary artifans
of Prague had been roufed, and methods
were at length taken to put a ftop to the
conflagrations

The parents of Ida quitted the melan-
choly fpot, which they fuppofed to be the
grave of all their felicity, in order to retire
to a fmall houfe belonging to them, which
the flames had not reached. At their
entreaty, the unfortunate Herman directed
his fervants to convey him to the fame
place ; the mother having declared, that no
one but herfelf thould have the care of him.

Scarcely had they gotten half way, when
a young woman rufhed from the crowd,
and threw herfelfinto their arms. It was Ida,

To defcribe the impreffion that was made :
upon thefe unhappy beings, by her fud-
den appearance, is impoffible. Her lover .
and mother fainted away. The father alone
bad fufficient prefence of mind to afk her by
what firange miracle fhe had been faved.

‘¢ Saved !|” anfwered Ida, © I have never
“ been in danger. God be praifed that

5 , D
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‘¢ you are fafe. It was but a few moments
*“ ago that I heard of the fire, when 1 in.
“ Rantly ran to afiit ‘you, or perifh with
“ you in the flames.”

The father now, for the firft time, recol
le€ted, that the evening before, Ida had
begged leave to go with their fervant to a
diftant church, dedicated to the Virgin, to
hear matins, ‘which were to begin at mid-
night, and laft till break of day. It was
there this excellent young woman firft
heard the news of the calamity of her pa-
rents. Her good angel, who watched over
her fafety, had referved her for the confola- -
- tion of others, and ‘decreed th'at'ihe fhould'
tafte, in the very lap of misfortune, a hap-
_pinefs which fhe was far from expe@ing. -

Herman being recovered from his fvoon,
Ida was prefented to him. She thankeéd
‘bim in terms of the livelie]R gratitude.
‘She did more; fhe became his nurfe, and
beltowed on him the tendereft care, which
contributed not a little to feed the flame of
Jove in the heart of one, “and to kindle it
in chatpf the other.-
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 CEIAPPLR V1T,

AS foon as Herman was cured, decency.
obliged him to quit the houfe of Munfter,
He accordingly returned to the palace ; but

“Winceflaus expreffed little or no concern
for him, and was even fo unfecling as to
- make his adventure the fubje of ribaldry.
The courtiers imitated che example of their
~ mafter, and- the amours of Herman and .
Ida were for feveral days the ftanding jeft
of the court. Sophia alone was generous
enough not to banter the young chevalier,
or uttér a fingle pleafantry on the dangers
he had fo gailantly braved. Neither the
 refleCtions that had occupied her mind, nor -
the endeavours 6f the princefs of Ratibor,
- had been able wholly to ftifie the lively in-
clination with which Ida kad at firkt infpired
her heart.  She could not hear of the cala-
mity that had befallen the parents without
emotion ; f(he rejoiced that their excellent
daughter had been fo providentially faved
and fhe commiflioned Herman to dehver,

D5
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in her name, to the unfortunate family, a
~ prefent, which, confidering the little Sophia
had in her power, was far from being
triffing. Herman was transported to find
the fecret wifhes of his heart thus agreeably
accomplithed.  The diminution of Ida’s
happinefs, in confequence of the lofs her
father had fuftained by the fire, hung heavy
on his mind. He contemplated with for-
row the chain of gold he had received from
‘her in happier days, and thought it incum-
bent on him to return it; but, of fucha
facrifice, he found himfelf incapable, and
he chofe rather to diveft himfelf of all he
_had that was valuable, though that indeed
was little, in order to make the beft compen-
“fation in his power.. He added, therefore,
to the prefent of the emprefs, fome jewels
of his ownj fure, under that refpected
name, of their being received. Our youth
had, independently of this, another projet
for the relief of this good family. He re-
membered the fum that had been lent by
Mrs. Munfter; he knew that the emperof
had not fpent the whole of what he had
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reccived from the duke of Milan, and he
ventured to hint to him the repayment of
what he had borrowed. This freedom was
taken amifs, 4nd was apparently the firfk
caufe of the emperor’s coolnefs towards his
favourite.

“ Have you been defired,” faid Wincef~
laus, with an air of difcontent, ¢ to remind °
- meof this trifle 2’—¢ No,” replied Her-
man. ¢ On.the contrary, I have reafon to
* believe that the generous wife of Mun(ter
‘ intended it as a prefenr, not as a loan.
$¢ But fuch difintereftednefs, is it not an
* additional motive —— ?” The emperor
interrupted him. ¢ Did you not mention,”
faid he, ““fome favour which this womam
¢ talked of atking ?”” Herman bowed affent.
“ Well,” continued the emperor, *“let us
“ wait till we know what it is ; 5 and I give
“ my word of honour that T will net ——
refufe, he was going to fay ; but the fear of
pledging himfelf for fomething he might
not chufe to perform, induced him to break
off the converfation; and a fign of impa-~
tience, which he made with his hand, oblig~
td the young chamberlain to withdraw.
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Herman took his way towards the hum-
ble habitation of Munfter, regretting, as he
went, that he had not been able to increafe
the prefent of Sophia'as much as he withed.
Had he been emperor, no fum would have
appeared to him too great to recompence the
kindnefs of this honeft citizen’s wife.
 He found the father of Ida alone. He
was uneafy that what he had o offer him
iwas not more confiderable ; meanwhile he
prefented it in the name of Sophia. Munfter.
hung down his head with an air of penfive-
nefs, and his eyes overflowed with tears.
¢ How generous, how noble a creature !”

cried he at laft : ¢ the true mother of her
- < people! 'What fhe now does for me; the
% is doing every day for a thoufand of her
“ unfortunate fubjefts. She deprives her-
s foIf of the little which the parfimony of
< Winceflaus allows her, to relieve the wants.
« of others. Whar pity, that her influence
“ gver our mafter is not fo-great as was
53 expe&ed'——And yet our burdens are in
¢ many refpe¥s lightened, and tite people
* feel towards him lefs hatred fince he has



OF UNNA. 7t
- % given thcm fuch an arg-l for thexr
s miftrels.” :

The heart of Herman was fill full of
bitternefs againft the emperor, and he could
not avoid rtciting to Munfter the conver-
fation he had jutt had with him. ¢ You
¢ were wrong,” faid the oid van. « Who-
¢ ever lends to Winceflaus, ncver dreams
< of being repaid : and as to the tavour 1wy
“ ‘wife mav have to atk, I beg you will not
“ interfere in ‘it. Women have often
“ firange whims in their heads : and fhould -
“ my wife afk any thing of the emperor,
* which, being attended with no expence to
* him, he may, therefore, not refufe;’it is
¢ poffible that the favour, whén obtained,
* may prove more detrimental than advan-
¢ tageous.”

~To the latter part of this difcourfs,
Herman macde no reply ; but he fwore not
to reft, till the fum borrowed by the empe-
ror was repaid. “‘l confider myfelr,” added
he, ¢ as your debtor. Would it were in
_* my power to act up to my withes! O
- * heaven! grant me but a part, a {mall
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part of the wealth, which thou haft, per-
haps, one day deftined for me, and I will
cheerfully renounce the reft! Enable

2

me to ——.

3>

¢ Young man,” interrupted Munfter,

affluming a ferious countenance,  you give
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yourfelf too much concern about this
bufinefs ; and to calm a little your agita-
tion, I will difclofe to you a fecret, with
which even my wife and daughter are not
fully acquainted.. I am not fo poor as
you may imagine ; as I was lefs.rich than
the world belicved me, 1 knew the
reports {pread refpeting my wealth by
my encmies ; and had long expetted, on
the part of the emperor, fome attempt to
make himfelf mafter o.f,_-fi;tl;; -I would have
obliged him with pleafure ; I would have
granted him whatever he fhould have
afked, as long as it had been pofiible to
fatisfy his rapacioufnefs, without ruin to
myfelf. But had my fituation become
critical, I fhould have confidered what,
fteps I had to take. Princes firft begin
with borrowing, and end at laft with
: )
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plundering., 1 know what has happened
to others. It is eafy to find pretexts for
ftripping an honeft man of his property.
If then I had fufpected any fuch difafter
approaching, I would have colleéted what
I have buried in this houfe, and have fled
with my family. My larger houfe, which
is burnt, and which I can rebuild if I
pleafe, though I have no fuch intention,
Winceflaus might, in that cafe, have kept,
toindemnify himfelf for the lofs of a good
and loyal fubje&.”

Herman liftened with the utmoft furpnze

to the old man, who thus continued his re-
cital. ¢ My wife, indeed, knows I have bu-
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ried {fome money here, but fhe is ignorant
of the fum. A woman is always a woman,
that is to fay, a being vain and prefump-
tuous when fortune f{miles, timid and
humble when fhe frowns.” ;
““ Byt Ida ?”’ interrupted the young man,

vexed at thefe ipjurious complaints againft
the fex, and in which his miftrefs feemed to
be involved,
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¢ As to Ida, fhe is out of the queftion,”
replied Munfter, who, at the mention of her
- name, fermed to fall into a profound revery,
After a2 moments filence, * fince we are
¢ {peaking of her,” refumed he, “ 1 muft
- & Dbeg you not to take itamifs, if you fhould
‘¢ in future {ec her lefs frequently, or rather
« not at all. 1 know that you love her; -
¢ you have given the nobleft proof of it;
¢ but,...you muft not think of her ...,
_ % indeed you muft not .... And you will
¢ pot, I hope, require what it is impoffible
¢« for me to grant.”

Herman echoed the word impoffible, in a
tone expre(live of the defpair into which he
was thrown by a declaration that obliged
him to renounce an union on which depend-
ed the happinels of his life. Though he
had hitherto not known himfelf what hopes
_he could or ought to entertain; yet ftill had
he continued to hope, and he trembled
when he peiceived a firoke aimed at the fra-
gile edifice which hisimagination had fondly
erected in fome obfcure and uncertain futu-
rity. 1 £ :

T
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The old man ftrenuoufly combated the
paffion of our youth, who no lefs ftrenu-
oufly defended it. He was ready, he faid,
to lacrifice to Ida his birth, his fituation,
and all his future hopes ; or he would enter
the lift of combatants, and raife himfelf by
his bravery, (the fureft way to diftin&ion in
the times of which we are {peaking) toade-
gree of power, that the world (hould not dare
to obje& to the marriage as uncqual.

“¢ The opinion of the world is not what
¢« I fear ; for things may be different from
¢ what you imagine. But enough: Ican- ;
‘¢ not tell you all. There are circumftances
““ in the cafe, which——1In fhort, I muft
‘ infift on your not attempting to fee my
% daughter, but that you endeavour to {tifle
¢ an unbappy paffion, which; fhould it
‘¢ fteal into the heart of Ida, would render
“ her as unfoftunate as yourfelf,”

An impenetrable: obfcurity reigned in
this difcourfe.  Thefort of half confidence
of Munfter appeared unintelligible to Her-
man, and he was difpofed to believe that
what he had heard was only meant as a veil

-~
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to the old man’s difinclination, which, un-

-able to jultify himfelf by reafonable motives,
- had obliged him to refort to pretended
myf{teries.

But a cordial {queeze by the hand, affur-
ed Herman that he was miftaken. ¢ No,
‘¢ young man,” faid he, ¢* I love you: I
*“ had even an affection for you when [
fought to fruftrate yourendeavours to gain
~accefs to my houfe: judge thenif my fen-
¢ timents can be altered, now that I am
¢¢ attached to you by gratitude.”
. Herman received thefe proteftations with
coldnefs, and left the houfe of Munfter with
the firm refolution never more to return to
it, though his fteps continually led him
thither without his being aware of it. Itis
true, he had as yet not totally renounced the
‘hope of once more feeing Ida, or her com-
paffionate mother. Even Munfler himfelf,
cruel as he thought him, he found it impol-
fible to hate, and to be long abfent from the
good old man was painful to his hearts

The inclinations conceived by this youth,
educated in the faftidious notions of 2 cours
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for the fociety of a fimple and unpolithed
citizen, will be thought perhaps extraordina-
ry. But let it be confidered, thart this citi-
zen was a man of no vulgar merit; and that
our hero, befide, who felt for him fo tender
an affection, had fenfc and virtue enough to
prefer the fiyle of his actions and converfa-
tion to the manners of a court fo diffolute
as that of Winceflaus ; he alfo frequently
owned to himfelf, that his deteftation of vice,
and love of virtue, had been greater, fince
his acquaintance and intimacy with this up-
right plebeian.

But fentiments of this nature were not
always fufficient to deter him from meafures, -
which he knew would be difplealing to his
frank and guilelefs friend : for he formed
the defign of procuring a fecret interview
either with Ida, or her mother ; and refpect-
ing the latter he was one day fuccefsful.

He tound the good wife as much preju-
diced in his favor as ever. She united with
him in complaining of the folly of her huf-
band ; told him that fhe had fomething of
importance to difclofe ; and appointed an
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evening, vhen he would have an oppor-
tunity of feeing her, as well as Ida, during -
the abfence of her rigid guardian.

- Herman was punctual to' the appoint-
ment. A female fervant, admitted into
the fecret, informed him however, on his
arrival, that her mafter was not yet gone
out, and placed him 'in a clofet adjoining

_the parlour, where he could hear what was
pafiing between the parents of lda, and
which we fhall communicate to the reader.

“ And can you ftill,” faid Munfter, as

- Herman began to liften, ¢ can you ftill
‘s’ fuppofe, after what I have faid, that I
“«¢ have any diflike to the young ‘man?
_ ¢ Believe me, the happinels of Ida is
¢ fcarcely more dear to me, and her hap-
¢ pinefs is the fole object | have in view.”

¢ Nor am 1,” faid the wife, in a tone
of difcoht'ent, ¢« goyerned by any other

“ motive.’

« And yet you would take the worft
¢ means of attaining it.” _

 No, they are the beft. It is neceflary
¢ fhe fhould emerge from the obfcurity
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which fhe haslived, if we would not eter~

' nally repent of what we have done.”

¢ I grant that it is neceffary ; bot not
by the inflrumentality of Herman. Let
us take the fhorreft and moft direc road.
What can fhe hope from a young man
who has yet to make his fortune, and
whofe return from foreign countries (he
will probably have long ro wait ? Befide,
he belongs to a family, which ——.”

¢ Well, then, agree to my other propo= :
fal.”

"« In God’s name, wife, abandon fo
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dangerous a fcheme! What would Ida
do in a court like that of Winceflaus ? -
Reflect on the anxieties we fuffered by
your whim of letting her appear before
Sophia, on the morrow of All-Saints,
with a valuable prefent. Would you re-
new thofe anxieties? O how I regret
having confented to a meafure {o abfurd! -
It is loft labour to make facrifices to the
great: they foon forgst thofe from whom
they receive obligations.”

 The event would have been different,

“ had Ida gone the nexg day, when the
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emprefs fent for her, inftead of being
obliged, by your orders, to feign indif-
pofition.” .

« Alas! had the emprefs felt for her a
ftronger inclination than is ufual to wo-
men of her rank, would the have-con-
tented herfelf with a fingle invitation ;
or, what is more, fo totally have forgot-
ten the obje that interefted her? No:
and had I been {o imprudent as to com-
ply with your wifhes, Ida would have
experience'd the fame fate as others, and
after fpending a few days, or a few weeks
at court, would have been obliged, per-
haps, to return to her original obfcurity,
envied, ridiculed, and hated.”

The wife was filent.

« You acknowledge, then,” refumed the

hufband, ¢ that your fift project was

e
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irrational, ill calculated to anfwer its
purpofe ; and that your fecond is the

fame ?”

« 1 acknowledge no fuch thing. My
project was the reverfe of irrational, and
produced the confequence I expelteds
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[ knew that Ida’s appearance would fecure
her the conqueft of one heart at leaft;
and this has actually happened. ‘The.
good and amiable Herman loves her
tenderly. He is the man by whom the
hand of fate means to draw her from her
prefent retreat; and he will cértainly
have her; he will one day fhare her hap-
pine(s.””

-« Muft T a fecond time remind you of
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the impoflibility of what you propofe ?
An impoflibility greater with refpect to
him, than any other perfon.”

“ Do not give yourfelf the trouble;
you will never convince me.”

¢« What obftinacy ! promife at leaft that
you will renounce your new chimera, and
leave matters to me.” -

“ The fate of Ida interefts me more

2

nearly than it does you, and——.
« Relinquifh your project, Maria; I beg
it as a favour. You know how dear.fhe

_is to my heart, and h ow much I fhould

rejoice, if ——."

The entrance of Ida put an end to the

converfation. Munfter declared his inten,
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tion of ftaying at home that ev:ning, and
the davghter was defired to take her harp
inftead of ber diftaff, to diffipate the clouds
of difcontent which hung on the minds of
her parents.

Herman was entitled to fome indemnifi-
cation for the difappointment of his hopes.
The pleafure of hearing Ida fing, play, and
talk, made him forget he was deprived of
that of feeing her; and when the confidante
came to inform him, that the purpofe of
his coming was defeated, and that he muft
depart, the appeared, he thought, too foon,
He quitted with regret his cbfcure retreat,
and returned penfively to his home,
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CHAPTER IX,

HISTORY does notinform us whether,
after the failure of the firft, new attempts
to obtain a fecret interview were. made, or
whether they were fruftrated by the vigi-
lance of Munfter. Thus much is certain,
that Herman fucceeded not in feeing either
the mother or the daughter; nor indeed
was his refidence in Prague long enough
for him to pradtice many manceuvres by
which he could at all hope to deceive fo cir-
cumf{pect a character as the father of Ida.

Herman remarked; that the  coldnefs of
his mafter, of whom he had fo long been
the favourite, increafed towards him every

' day. ““The face of that buffoon,” faid the
l emperor one day to madam von Baden;
| with ' confiderable farcafm, ¢ bears the
i ¢ exa& impreflion of a note of hand, which
|  he conceives to be due to the family of
| Munfter.” Now a countenance like this
 could not fail to give his majefty {ovcrcxgn
duplcaﬁp’c. -
1‘ Vol.I: - E
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But Winceflaus was miftaken in his con-
JeGure. Munfter had too often affured
his young friend, that he neither defired
nor expected the repayment of what he had
lent, for Herman to entertain a thought of
‘reminding his mafter of fo unpleafant a
fubje&. Had the emperor poficffed a lictle
more dkill in' the feience of phifiognomy,
he would have difcovered, in the face of his
chamberlain;, very different fentiments.
Secret- chagrin, wearinefs and difguft of
every thing around him, and an ardent
defire of happier days, were depicted on
it ; perhaps there was vifible alfo, a degree
of regret at having offended a mafter, who
imagined that no one had a right to be dif-
fatisfied but himfelf,
Our young man no longer doubted the
* fate that awaited him. Well acquainted
with Winceflaus, he read in his eyes the
fentence of his difgrace, and he ferioufly
thought of withdrawing himfelf from court;
a refolution which Munfter, from whom
he had no fecret, feconded with all his
might.
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« ] am glad,” faid the old man, o fee
you at laft inclined to do of yourfelf, what
I fhould long ago ' have advifed. What
can you expet here ?  You are fpend-
ing the prime of life in idlenefs, and
wafting the time and ftrength that oughe
to be employed in the cateer of honour.
Quit, young man, quitthis place of floth,
and feek, at a diftance, fome theatre

‘more worthy of your talents, a theatre

where you may find at once happinefs
and glory: ‘Enter the fervice of fome
powerful fovereign. Every part of 'the
world is not governed by princes like
Winceflaus, 'We have  the dukes of
Auftria and Brunfwick: in Hungary lives
king Sigifmond. Thefe are men who
do honour to 'their rank. Chufe from
among them a mafter; and be affured
that he, whom you have fo often called
your father, will not abandon you. I truft
you will not think it degrading to receive
from a citizen who is wealthy, that fuc-
cour of which your ill fortune has Ieft
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¢ you in want: fuch pride has, doubtlefs,
& no placc in your heart.

¢ What I weuld farther recommend &
‘ fald the old ‘man, perceiving that Herman
was difpofed to interrupt him, ¢“is, that
¢ you-thould demand that title of the em-
¢ peror which, indeed, you'already enjoy
¢ by courtefy. * But I would have you be
¢ in reality a knight; though it is whim-
¢ fical enough’ to  hear this appellation
. ;“' beftowed on beardlefs courtiers, whofe
¢ whole armour confifts of a gold hilted
¢ {word, which they frequently wear, by
¢ miftake, on the right fide inftead of the
¢ left. You, however,” added he, perceiv-
- ing that Herman was piqued at the reflec-
tion, ¢ are not of this number; your cou-
¢ rage, and your, dexterity in the ufe of
¢ arms, are well known : but it is time that
¢ you fhould quit fuch effeminate youths,
- ¢ whofe fociety can do om0 fort: of
« honour.”

Herman ‘complied with his friend’s
advice, - and folicited of Winceflaus the
honour of knighthood. Winceflaus, whofe
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enmjgy to:-his former favourite was not fo
great as to wifh to deprive him either of his’
reputation or his life,' was pleafed to find
fo eafy a wap-of getting rid of hxm, and
granted his requeft.

Muofter, the oracle of our: young man,
had farther advifed him to procure admif- v
fion into one of the numerous arders which -
exifted at that time, and the members of
which .were fpread all- over Europe. ‘To
this, Herman equally confented, and, in-
confideration of the .ftate of his heart, he

choferthe order, of fidelity, or as it was called, -
even in-a period {o remote, and not with-
opﬁ;gﬁafon,; the order of -thegood old times.

: Ourj honeft plebeian. could with diffi-
culty refrain from laughter, when the young -
knight made hisappearance, decorated with -
the badge of his fraternity, which confifted
of.a rofe coloured fleeve: peeping from -
under his mail; and he exprefled to him a
wifh that he had entéred into an order com-
manding more refpect: an obfervation:to
which Herman, who knew of nothing more

E 3 ‘
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ferious or refpectable than hxs love, wmaade
no reply. o
: Our new dubbed hero had never fuffer-
ed himfelf to doubt that he fhould at leaft
be permitted to (ee Ida on the evening of
the day of his inftalment, and had exulted
in the hope ; but he foon found himfelf
miftaken, and was given to underftand
that this was a happinefs which he muft not
expect till the day of his quitting Prague:
an expedient to'which Munfter had recourfe
in order to halten his departure.  To refift
the daily importunities of his wife, and the
folicitations of his young friend, was an
effort too painful for the old man.  Befide,
according to his'mode of thinking, Ida and
Herman ought not to fee each other at all,
as it was impoffible for them to be united;
and he thought it, therefore, of the utmoft
confequence, that the latter fhould be gone.
Meanwhile, the mother of Ida was ex-
tremely defirous of fpeaking, at leaft once
more to the young knight," that fhe might
be enabled to execute, by his means, a pro-

ject fhe had long had in her head, and of
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which the reader muft have perceived fome
traces. But this was what Munfter was
anxious to prevent, and was one of the
reafons which made him urge fo ftrongly
the departure of Herman. Thus the withed-
for interview could not take place.

On the evening that preceded our
knight’s departure, Munfler exprefled a
wifh to be informed of the reafons that had
brought him, at fo early an age, to the
court of Winceflaus. Herman, who had
too much gratitude to his old friend to
refufe bim. fuch a requeft, readily confent-
ed: ¢but,” added he, * may I not, inmy
“ turn, afk a_ fimilar favour? I find in
your family fuch extraordinary circum-
ftances — Ida, for example, poflcfling.
{fo many accomplithments, without rank,
without birth : yourfelf, more noble
minded, difplaying truer dignity of fen-
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timent, than any lord of the court, and:

i . ltisim-

¢ yet an humble plebeiaa

“ poffible.”

* You do extreme honour to our fta-

tion,” replied the old man in a tone of
E 4
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irony, ‘ but it may perhaps exh:blt at pre-
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fent, more proofs of true nobility ' than
your’s. Since, however, you deem me
{o extraordinary a perfonage, know, that
in my youth I bore arms; that I long
refided at the courts of princes, and have
travelled through TItaly and England,
where I ftudied the beft performances of

‘the art which I have for many years

exercifed. ' The profeffion of a foldier
did not enrich me 5 T grew'"tired of i,
and returned to that which I had firft
been taught. It has afforded me fub-
fiftance, and made me what I am; that
is to fay, a free and independent being,
ftanding in need of the protetion of no
fovereign whatever, whereas the fword

‘would ever have left me their flave, I

was the fubje& of a prince, who, after]
had rendered him a thoufand fervices,
refufed me a fingle one, which to him
was a tnﬂe, though of the utmoft import-
ance to me. I was in love with a hand-
fome young woman, who was in the fer-
vice of his wife. As fhe was not a free
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¢ woman, I demanded her liberty, in orde;;.

to efpoufe ber; a requeft which he
thought proper to deny. At length an

¢ event happened which gave us an op-.
¢ portunity of efcaping. The bufinefs, I
< mu[’c confefs, was not conduéted in a

manner altogether feemly ; but to what
will not the love of women drive us ?

« We found an afylum at Nuremberg.
Our late mafter was the {worn enemy of
the imperial cities, and they, in their
turn, as cordially hated him. Our flight
ferved us as a recommendation.  The
freedom of the city was granted me, and
I entered upon my profeffion. My per-
formances were admired : I acquired re-
putation, and money poured in upon me
from every quarter. 1 was happy, and
fhould have continued fo to this hour, if
the fickle difpofition of my wife had not
led me toremove, Out of politenefs to
her, T accepted an offer that was made
me of ornamenting the cathedral at
Prague ; though I had much rather have
refufed it, notonly from attachmenttoa

Es
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¢« place where | had found fo welcome a
¢ reception, but for other reafons which I
~ « could mention, But thefe are foreign
¢ to the matter in queftion. Such are the
¢« outlines of my ftory. And now, my
« friend, begin the recital of your’s, which
& will, doubtlefs, prove more interefting.”
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CHAPTER X:
HISTORY OF HERMAN.

“ MY recital would certainly intereft
you,” replied the chevalier, ¢ could T
relate to you at large theftory of myfacher

* and grand-father, and the different events:

that reduced me to the ftate in which you:
find me. A ftate of fuch poverty, that
either I muft remain in the fervice of a
diffolute prince, or turn. monk, if I re-
fufe affiftance from thofe to whom [
would much rather give it. - Pardon me,.
my dear Munfter, and do not be offended
that I with to change places with you,.
that I would rather load you with bene-
fits, than receive them from you.”
Munfter readily comprehended his

meaning, The young man had been oblig~
ed that very evening to accept, under the
name of a loan, ‘the prefent that had beem
lately made to the honeft citizen by the em~
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prefs, and which Herman had fecretly aug-
mented with what he had been able to add
of hisown. The manner in which this loan
was offered him, was fo nbble, and - at the
fame time fo urgent, that it was impoffible
for him to refufe it, a circymftance which
contributed to heighten his gtatitude.
Returning the old man’s fqueeze by the
~ hand, the only anfwer.which Munfter made
him, Herman thus_cpfhm,tinued his recital.—
" & My anceftors hadtheir favlts, and it is 1
< who am doomed to fuffer for them. My
- & grandfather, the youngeft fon of his
¢ family, quarrelled with his eldeft bro-
< ther, the prefent reigning count of Unna.
«¢ My father drew on himfelf the anger of
¢ ‘my uncle ftill more, by the part that he
¢ and his elder fohs took in the war which
- ¢ the koights of St, Martin waged with the
¢ count of Wirtemberg; and I, who was
¢ ‘then a child, fha_ged in. the punifthment,
e withour having participated in the of-
¢ fence,” :
At the name of the count of Wirtem-
bei’g, a profound figh efcaped from Munter,
and Herman continued his narrative.—*¢ I
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know not whether you are acquainted
with the adventures of count Everard of
Wifbaden ; but I will endeavour to give
you fome idea of them.” -

“ You may {pare yourfelf the troub}e,”

faid Munfter, with a look ef dlfCOﬂtCD.t‘—

(19

13

I know count Wirtemberg and his hiftory
fomewhat better than you. Theknights

,of St. Martin got intelligence of his refi-

ding at Wifbaden. Infligated by .the
hopes of a rich booty, or perhaps by other
motives, they befieged it, and would have
made the count and all his people prifon-
ers, had he not contrived to efcape by the
hollow way which leads by the mountain.?
¢« It was that unfortunate-and inglorious
expedition,” refumed Hermapn, ¢ which
coft my father :and one of my brothers
their lives, rendered their names odious,
and involved them in the implacable ha-
tred of the chief of our houfe. With the
confent of the emperor, ‘the old count of
Unna feized the greater part of our pros -
perty, and threatened to employ againft

‘us the fecret tribunal, of which he was
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chief in the diftri&, fhould any of us
dare to juflify my father, or oppofe the
punifhment inflicted on us.

¢ At that time, all this was unintelligi-
ble to me, though T heard much talk
about it: but of the confequences that
enfued I daily became more {enfible.

¢ 1 was the youngeft of all my brothers
and fifters, fome of whom were old
enough to be my parents, and ought to
have fupplied to me the place of thofe I
had loft. Bernard, the eldeft, and, of
courfe, chief of the younger branch of the
houfe of Unna, was treated-by them all
with the profoundeft refpect; and, whe-
ther from attachment t0 him, or pride of

birth, the greateft part embraced a reli-

gious life, to enable him to fupport with
decency the name of our houfe. Hence
among my relations I can produce eccle-
fiaftics of every defcription : canons,
abbefles, knights of religious orders, nuns
in abundance, and there would have been
at leaft one monk among them, had I
been difpofed to fubmit my will to that
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of others, for the honof was referved for
me of making my vows at the convent of
Korf. To procure me this honor the
more {peedily, a difpenfation, by means
of afum of money, was obtained from
our holy father the pope, purporting,
that, in confideration of his early wif~
dom, extraordinary piety and wonderful
tokens of a divine call, the noble Herman
of Unna was permitted, at the age of
thirteen, to quit the world, and embrace
a heavenly life.

« Qur family muft have been fruitful
in prodigies of this fort; for two of my
fifters, who were but a few years older
than myfelf, had lately obtained a fimilar
favor.”’ But, as I was prefent when they
took the veil, and confequently witnefled
the de_]eéhon with which they accepted
the benefit conferred on them, 1 began to
doubt my premature wifdom, and ﬁonal
piety, and was afhamed to avail myfclf
of ‘an Honor I fo little merited.

« Poor Agnes! ‘unhappy Petronilla !

“ thought I, as I quitted one¢ morning the

7



98

. 6

(13

(1
(13
€c
(43
(11
(14

s¢

(14
(11
(14
(14
({3
«
«
(13

€

-~

{4
(13
(1%
(43
c¢

<

HERMAN

convent, never to fee it again ; would

¢.that I could as eafily deliver you from

the life of angels, which you are compelled
to lead on earth, as I voluntarily re-
nounce it for myfelf! Adieu, unfor.
tunate faints | Adieu, ye tombs! Adieu,
ye echoing vaults of this fatal prifon!
Perhaps, half a century hence,r we may,
meet again.

¢ My difpofition had been alwavs gay
and a&ive. -When only cight years.of
Vage, I took a pleafure in handlmg my
elder brather’s fabre, and in being placed
by the fervants on his charoer What,
in my mfancy was my fport became, ag
I grew up, the objed of my moft ardent
defire. And they wanted me to.deyote:

_myfelf to the mdolent life of a cloyfter I+

It was a project that never, p]eaicd me..
If lappeared to confent, .it was only to:
render my flight the more eafy : and I
managed matters fo well, that, by. the.
affiftance of a domel’uc of my brother;.
I effected my efcape, and arrived, -with-
out accident, at the afylum I_had chofens
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¢ This afylam, in which I hopéd to find
my fafety, was the coust of Winceflaus.
I had heard, that it was the duty of an -

- emperor to protect the oppreffed, and’

conlidering myfelf as the * moft perfe-
cuted being on earth, I prefented my-~
felf before his majefty with as much
confidence, as if what I had to afk:
were not of the nature of a favor, but:

¢ fomething to which I, had an indifputa-

ble right. [ conceived it to be an a& of
juftice, But does Winceflaus under-
ftand the claims of oppreficd humanity >
This was a queftion I never atked myfelf.
Alas, I little knew the rifk I incurred.
My lucky flar, however, brought me
into his prefence precifcly at one of thofe
moments, fo rare, in which he found
himfelf difpofed to.benevolence. You
are not to be informed, that there is no.

“ tyrant, however crucl, who, has not flight

[

111

“ intervals of this kind.

¢ I was admirtted among his pages. My
graumdc, which I in a thoufand ways

_evinced, my .nel;ncfs, and. my gaiety,
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attached him to me. He would have me
fleep in his apartment, day and night |
muft be the agent of his fecret com-
miffions ; and the indefatigable zeal with

which I acquitted myfelf, obtained me

every day a greater fhare of his confi-
dence. In {pite of the guife of flattery,

it was impoffible but Winceflaus muft
fometimes have perceived, in the eyes
of thofe who attended him, a fecret dif--
approbation of his condu&. With me,

however, he had no fuch inconvenience

to dread, for 1 imagined that every thing

which an emperor did muft neceffarily

be right, It was for this reafon he wifhed

to have me conftantly about his perfon;

and thus I was gradually initiated into all

the fecrets of his debauched life.”

« Poor young man!” exclaimed Mun-

fter.  © What a fchool for thy heart !”

({4
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« No very dangerous one, be affured.
I was too young to have any inclination
for the pradtices of my mafter: befide,
I thought them becoming only in him;
and fele as lictle defire to fwallow his
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bumpers, or'fhare his miftreffes favours,
as to wallow in the mire with the fwine,
% On the other hand, my love of arms,
and my continual ‘occupations, ‘contri-
buted not a little to preferve me from
fuch vicious propenfities. * 'When Win-
ceflaus was afleep, and even when 'aWa_’ke,x

but incapable of thinking, ‘from intoxi-

cation, moments when he withed not to’
fee me, lufed to repair to old Herman
of Hertingfhaufen, efquire to 'the em-
peror, who, from the fimilarity of our
chriflian names, had conceived a regard

for me. - He fpared neither pains’ nor

expence to make me an accomplifhed
knight, even while T'was yet but a Gimple
page. Succefs' rendered me vain, ‘All
my comrades hated me, not excepting
Kunzman, the fon of old Hertingfhaufen,
for the haughtinefs with which' I carried
myfelf, on account of the preference
which was fhewn me; and a {word,

‘which the emperor permitted me to wear,

by diftioguithing me from other youths
of my age, filled up the meafure of their
jealoufy. " They ftyled me the page in
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(14

armour ; and I was vain of the title,
though it was given me in derifion. .

¢ The defire. of perfeing myfelf in
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the exercifes of chivalry, and of ferving
the emperor with fidelity, wholly occu-

-pied.-my mind : every thing elfe was in-

different to me. It was known thac I was
the favourite of Winceflaus, and of con-
fequence: évery ' one refrained from
ipeaking before me, who never concealed
from him a fyllable of what formed
the common converfation of his fubjeéts;
I mean the indignation excited by his

' extravagances. . Few had the fimplicity:

to believe with .me, that there were
things allowable in an emperor, which

rought to be punifhed in.a private indi-

vidual. Thus he was hated and dcfpifed:
by the people, and they fecretly, formed:
a plan to rid themfelves of him. ‘

¢ Irwas not till late that the emperor
was apprized of this confpiracy. - When

- at_length he. found it neceffary to be

upon his guard; things: had been car-
ried fo far, that he did not think himlelf:
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fafe at Prague, and was obliged to make
his efcape in the night, accompanied by

the moft faithful of bis fervants, of whom
I was one. He betook himfelf to a caitle

¢ a few leagues from the city, to which he

had given the name: of Conradfbourg,
and which he had fortified purpofely asa
retreat in cafe of an event'of this nature,
“ Here I firtt learned the caufe of our

: {fudden flight. I was aftonifhed to find

that an emperor could incur any danger;

and, from the notions’ ] had formed of

the rights of fovereigns, I conceived the

treatment of Winceflaus, who had told

me of his fituation, to be fo unjuft and

unworthy, that I fwore to defend him to

the laft drop of my bloed.

¢ Winceflaus laughed, and addrefling -
me by a filthy nickname, with which he

fometimes honoured me: ¢ Were things
come to that pafs, faid he, that thou

wert to be my only defender, 1 fhould
be in a woeful plight indeed. TLeave
thy {word in its fcabbard, let thy arm be
atreft, and make ufe of thy ears. Liften



104 HERMAN

€

&<
S
lu
<«
(44
cc

(43

€€
(c
€c
P
€c
€<

€c

€<
(13
€
s
(13
el

({1

when thou feelt two people talking toge:
ther privately ; pretend to be afleep;
{peak of me with contempt ; fay that
have beaten thee, that thou hateft me,
and wifheft me dead; thus will they
place confidence in thee, thou wilt leara
every thing, and we fhall know what
meafures to take for our fafety.”

« This advice of my’ mafter was fo con-
trary to my own way of thinking, and [
trufted {5 much to the goodnefs of my
fword, that I neglected every other mode
of ferving him; and, thoogh we had
none bur fecret attempts to fear, I
thought only of oppofing myfelf to open
force. '

< The general difcontent towards Win-
ceflaus continued to encreafe.  Soon
after his arrival at Conradfbourg, hehad
caufed three of the principal malcontents
to be publicly executed; and the fame
day, my faithful inftructor in chivalry,
old Hertingfhaufen, was found affaffinat-
ed-on the road from Conradfbourg
Prague. In the bark of the tree, at the
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y
foot of which he fell, the perpetrators

had ftuck two poignards, ftained with his
blood, on_ which were engraven, in ill
formed letters, the following words:*
Executed by the free judges for the crime of
kigh treafon. No one, except myfelf, was
ignorant of the author of this infamous
deed. I ranto wath with my tears, the
body of my unfortunate friend 3 but it
was already conveyed away from the
curiofity of the people. On my return,
I met Kunzman, fon of the deceafed,
who faid to me, with defpair in his coun-
tenance: - ¢ This is one of the noble
exploits of that dear matfter, of whom
thou art fo fond I’

¢¢ I hefitated not to appear before the
emperor, and repeat to him what I had
juft heard from Kunzman. The pufil-
lanimity of Winceflaus-was fo great, that

* Winceflaus, as hittory informsus, had thought

proper to ufurp the right of creating free counts and
free judges of the fecret tribunal ; but thefe were not
acknowledged by the ancient ones legally eftablifhed.
This remark will perhaps be found neceffary for the
underftanding of what follows.
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he condefcended to juftify himfelf to one

of his fervants; and I, who had the

utmoft confidence in him, was eafily per-

fuaded. “ You fee plainly enough, faid

he to me, that it was not I, but the agents .
of the fecret tribunal, who committed the

murder. I did not even know that

Hertingfhaufen had been guilty of trea-

fon: but be that as it may, you may be

convinced from his example, that the

moft fecret crimes are punifhed by divine

vengeance.’

<¢-1 blindly believed all that 'VVmceﬂaus

told ‘me, and promifed to bring over

Kunzman to the fame way of thinking,

The next day, as I was paffing under an-
arched paffage in the fortrefls, T received

a violent blow on the fide, without fee-

ing the perfon by whom it was given: I

thought, however, that the voice I heard
was Kunzman’s.—¢ Curfed informer,” it

cried, ¢ thy tongue is the caufe that I muft

fly my country.’—With the violence of

the blow I had fallen to the ground. I

- got upon my feet as expeditioufly as I
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was able, but faw nobody. 1 reflefted
on the words, but could not comprehend

‘ them, I forgot them, therefore, and

thought of them no more, notwithftand-
ing T learned the next day, that Kunz-
man, whom I had never loved, and who
was one of the pages of Winceflaus, h:id
difappeared, It never once entered my
head that T had fpoken imprudently of
him to the emperor, and had, by that
means, expofed him to perfecution, and
obliged him to fly.

“ Thefe, and other inftances of ven-
geance, inflited by the emperor, led
perfons to act with greater circumfpec-
tion. He was hated in fecrer and flat-
tered in public. As [ was alfo feared,
whatever was likely to give pmbrace was
carcfully concealed from me; and thus
both mafter and fervant thought them-
felves as much in fafety as ever.

“ Winceflaus, however, . durft not yet
recurn to Prague : but he found it fo eafy
to fatisfy his inclination for women, as

well as wine, in the environs of Conradf-
Vol. 1. e
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bourg, a place mcleed too wel calcglat«:d
for fo vile. a dcbauchee, that he gave
himfelf little congern about his capital.

< In the dlﬁrlét were, various forts of
monks, and they {o well under[’cood how

- to make their court to him, that the

emperor frequcntly invited them to come
and get drunk with him, and vifited -
them in return, to procure himfelf the
fame pleafure. Winceflaus was at heart,
no great friend to monks ; 3 But their wine
was delicious, and that was, fuﬂicrent ()
induce him to forget his annpathy, and
live with them on terms of the moft
brotherly affection. G .

< During one of thefe vifits o the con-
vent of Braunau, his enemies, probabxy
with the conmvance of his jovial hoﬂs,
attacked hxm, and carried him prifoner
to Prague. . I was not prefent. My rea-
fon, which bcoan to unfold, with my
ripening years, prevented me from, re-
maining, as heretofore, the tranquil fpece
tator of the emperor’s s debauchery. His.
afpect, when mtoxlcated was dreadful 5
and the addition of perhaps a dozen



-

43

(13

(13

(43

£

(13

(1

(13

(13

<

(43

1

(19
(13
(14
(13
«<
[£3

(13

(14
(11
(19

113

OF UNNA. 109

drunken monks, who furrounded him
on thefe occafions, was to me, who had
frequently been forced to witnefs fimilar

Acenes, {o difgufting, thatI thought my-

felf happy to be excufed from attending
him at Braunau, and inftead of it to-go
a hunting. It was, therefore, not till
my return from the chace, that I learned
the news of his being taken. My zeal
to ferve him was immediately rouzed.
Both gratitude and affeétion loudly called
upon me to fave a man, who merited, in
reality, neither of thefe fentimentss I
gallopped full fpeed towards the eity,
hoping to overtake the conductors of
Winceflaus, and promifing myfelf ' to
achieve miracles of valour ; but I found
every thing quiet on the road, as well as
in the city.

¢« When I arrived at the gate, 1 fell
from my horfe out of breath. Some
perfons who were nedr came to my affift-
ance, and afked me fome queftions. I
fpoke in high terms of the imprifonment

¢ of my mafter, and demanded where he

Fa
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¢t was.—< Hold ycur peace,” faid 4 foldier
< on guard ; “thank God we have him; and
&< ibe not fo fingular ‘as to grieve for an
¢ event at ‘which every body elfe is re-
¢ joiced : but it is not preper to talk of
€< this bufinefs yet, the emperor has too
4 ‘many partifans among the people.’

% ]'had no occafion to know more; |
<< efcaped, and ran through the city, pro-
¢ claiming the imprifonment of Wincef-
€ laus, and my intention to deliver him;
<« and before a fingle perfon interpofed to
¢ f{top me, I found myfelf at the head of a
¢ confiderable troop, who accompanied me
¢ to the tower.where the emperor was con-
¢ fined, and fwore to conquer or to die, in
< refcuing their good, their generous prince,
s the'proteCtor of liberty, and the friend
s¢ of the people.

"« Certainly none of the fubjeéts of
s Winceflaus had fo much reafon to love
« him as the lower clafs of the people.
<t Their poverty fcreened them from thofe
#¢ extortions to which the rich were ex-
« pofed. He permitted them -every fort

I
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of liberty, and was not afhamed, upon
occalion, to drink even with a porter.
He knew, alfo, how to procure them
bread at a cheap rate; but it was always

-at the expence of the rich, and. without

the-fmalleft coft to himfelf,

¢ Circumftances of this nature; were
vaunted to the fkies during our march to:
the prlfon, which we attacked fo vigo-
(ouﬂy, that a little more firmnefs, or &

- better leader, would infallibly have gain-~

ed us the victory.. But we were quickly
difperfed, and the only advantage I de-
rived from-the enterprife, was the being

made prifoner, and flut up in the tower
in whic!nny mafter was confined,

«“ This confoled me. I hoped that we
thould be placed in the fame apartment,

and that 1 fhould enjoy the pleafure of
hearing from his mouth the praifes of my
fidelity. Butmy expetations were cruelly
difappointed. I was thrown into a filthy

¢ dungeon, where I remained till the em-

(43

(13

peror had contrived to fat himfelf at -
¢ liberty, Wzthout my having in the
-F3
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flighteft degree contributed. to it, 3 cir-
‘cumftance at which I was very forely
grieved. The idea fuggeﬁed to him by
Madam Von Baden, of throwing himfelf
into the river, and then faving himfelf
by fwimming, or by means of a boat, was
fo fimple, and fo eafily executed, that
I could not forgive myfelf for not think-'
ingotit. I envied Sufanna the part fhe '
performed on this extraordinary occafion,
and was vexed to perceive that another
had rendered my mafter more effential
fervice than myfelf, :

“At length I was alfo fét at liberty,.
Perhaps Winceflaus began again to ren-
der himfelf feared, and it was not thought
prudent longer to ill-treat one of bhis
fervants ;- or perhaps I was confidered as
a perfon of too little ilnporfance to be

- detained after my mafter had efcaped.

%1 was no fooner at large, than I haf*

[
<<
£c

€<

7 tened to Conradfbourg There I related
. to'the emperor what I had done, and the
- difafter that had befallen me: but inftead
‘of the praifes 1 expected, or the lealt
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tgfcen' of pity for my misfortunes, 1 was
received with an air of coolnefs and dif-
fatisfa&ion; My want of addrefs, he
preténded, ‘was the fole caufe of my
failure. 'T ought to have planned’ my
{cheme as wifely as Sufanna had planned
hers. It was a dlforace to me to have
been furpafied by a woman.—Such, and
more mortifying ftill, were the reproaches
he made me. : :

“ I burned with impatience to fee this
heroine Sufanna. - No one elfe was

talked of at Conradfbourg. 1 had formed

the fublimeft idea of her: but my ex-

petations were once more difappoinited,

Inftead of a beauty, as fhe was ftyled by

the flattery of the courtiérs,»out of
deference to the emperor, who was dif-

trattedly. fond of her, 1 faw a coarfe

ordinary creature, . whofe greateft merit,

in the eyes of Winceflaus, I quickly per-

ceived, confifted in her complaifance,

which, indeed, was boundlefs.

¢ Unable to conceal the contempt with

whxch this woman mfpxred me, I funk
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greatly in my mafter’s opmxon belide
that, he fomeumes took it into his head
to be Jealous of me. I was tall, young,

tolerably well made, and Madam Von

Baden had faid that I was. handfome. All
this difgufted me, and the attachment I
had hitherto felt for Wmceflaus, rapidly
diminithed.

¢ I was now become fo little neceffary
to the emperor, that I might fpend whole
days in_hunting, without being: miffed
by him. = On one of thofe days he fell 4

fecond. time into tlre hands of his enemies,

I took carenot to repeat on this, the ims
prudence into which I had fallen on the
former occafion. Meanwhile, the liberas
tion of -the emperor was refolved on in
my mind; but my metive was the love
of glory, for I no longer felt either grati:
tude or attachment. I was defirous only
of retrieving the reputation I had loft by
my ﬁr& faccefslefs enterprize, and of
wiping away the reproach ofhavmg becn
furpaffed by a woman.

¢« As I could not bear the idea of bemcr
in any refpedt compared with the defpi-
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cable miftrefs of Winceflaus, I rejected,

the inftant fhey prefented themfelves,

every proje& that bore the leaft refem-
blance to hers. And yet, in fpite of my

repugnance, fate decreed, that I thould

be reduced to the neceffity of employing
precifely the fame means. All the arti-
fices I pracifed to extricate the emperor

from the tower of Prague, were fruftrated;.
and it happened, after the time and pains

I had wafted, and money I had fpent in

corrupting his guards, that he was fud-

denly removed to Krumlau, where my:

efforts to deliver him proved equally.

abortive, till I reforted to the expedient

of Sufanna, which I had fo pofirively de-
termined to avoid. %

« I gained over to my purpofe a fither-

man. We rowed at night under the

window of the prifon where the emperor

was confined. Luckily this window had

no bars; and my voice informed- him,

that we were there to affitt his e!'capc.

We fpread a large net on the water, and’

begged his majefty to throw himfelf into

Fs
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(14

£ig Thls operation we were obliged to
repeat for feveral nights together, before -
‘the daftardly Winceflaus : could fummon
fefo_lu}dc}rfm enough to_ take the leap. On’
¢ the third evening wine came to our aid;
¢ and it is impoffible to fay whether it oy
“ his own free will, or the fumes of intox

¢ catlon that threw him into our arms. Bc
that as it may, he was faved : but inftead
« of thanking us, he complained of his fa]l,
«¢ refufed the fitherman the reward I had
promifed, and would certajnly have been,
delivered up to his enemies Dby our n-,
terefted conductor, had I not appeafed
him by fome trifling prefents, and by,
<€ affuring him that, as to the remainder of
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¢ his claim, ‘it was I, not the emperor,
wheun he might confider as his debror.

< This promﬂ"e, on my part, fatisfied.
the ﬁﬂncrman. W inceflaus, one would.
< fuppofe, muft have been mortified to find,
« the word of one_of his fcrvants have.
€ mOore wexcrht than his own : but he dif-,
« covered no fuch fentiment. He rubbed.
‘“ hns arms .and ﬁdes, and grumbled and.
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¢“ moaned over his pams till we reached tbe
o oppoﬁte bank of the river, - '

T delivered him into the hands ‘of

“ Sufinna, who nurfed’ him for two or
““’three days, when he found himfelf per-
“ fe@ly recovered, It was' then -he firft -
« thought proper to return me fome flight
< acknowledgment for the fervice I had
¢ rendered him.

‘¢ Herman,’ faid he to 'me, ‘Tam fatis~
¢ fied with thy condu& Thou hatt had
« the {kill to- catch in thy net the greateﬂ:
“ fith in the empire. If thou canft fpread’
it fo as to ‘take alfo my enemies, I will
“load thee with favours, and thou thalt
“ have no farther need to be a fitherman.”

e perfe@tly underftood what' was
- “‘meant by this figurative Janguage. I .
« begged time to confider -of it, avowing,
“ however, to his majcﬂy, that I was more
¢ 1nclined to oPen war, than fecret maa
“ noeuvres. : :

“ In the mean time we had every day.
¢ deferters from Prague, who informed us °
% that it was ferioufly intended to attack

*
=
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.« The court of Winceflaus was then o
¢ deferted, fo deftitute of perfons of con-
¢« fideration, that he wasobliged to confide”
“ to me, a page of feventeen, the delivery
« of this important letter. = I believe, how-
¢ ever, that few would have executed the
« office better., I was to fupply, by con-
< verfation, what he dared not commit to
‘¢ paper; and the warmth with  which I
« pleaded my mafter’s caufe, made fuch an
¢ impreffion on Sigifnond, that he deter-
¢ mined in favour of Winceflaus. ¢ A'fo-
« vereign,” faid ' he, ¢ who has fuch fer-
¢¢ vants, cannot be fo bad as my brOther is
< reprefented.’ = :

<« Sigifmond - at length thought proper
¢ to -make trial of ‘my ‘fidelity, and not
« being diffatisfied with me, he loaded mc
« with his confidence. Nothing but my
< youth prevented his ‘giving me the com-
« mand of the troops which he fent to his
¢« brother.” He recommended me, how-
« ever, ftrongly to his general, a warrior 0
« no common merit, yet who had the
¢ modefty to afk my advice on the order of
« our march, and to follow it.
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¢ The inhabitants of Prague had long.
« expected the troops of king Sigi{mond,
< which they fuppofed were to fide with
& them againft the emperor. Accordingly
“ we gave ourfelves out for their allies ;.
« nor was it till we were in the heart of the
S ety that we declared ourfelves their.
“ epemies. :

« The taking of the caftle of Wifcherard

¢ was, in the general’s opinion, the point of
“ moft importance. In the attack, much
« blood was fpilt, but we at laft carried it ;
“ and the emperor, who was apprized of all
¢ our mea(urcs, was {ufficiently near, to,
“ come, at the firft fignal, to take po{ch~
“ fion of this fortrefs.

« From the battlements of the caﬁle he.
¢ fhewed himfelf to the people, with a
“ numerous train of attendants, Having.
¢ reftrained that day from drinking, he was
L capable of fpeaking with a certain degree.
“ of energy ; and he was proclaimed fove-
“ reign anew. He granted a general am- -
“ nefty, and, to confirm it, the principal.
“ inhabitants of the city were invited to his
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<« table. My heart beat with joy, when [
« beheld the preparations for fuch an enter-
¢ tainment. ‘.For the firft time in my lifel
<« thought Winceflaus great, and worthy of
< his rank, fince he was capable of pardon-
< ing his enemies with fuch true magnani-
¢ mity, I threw myfelf at his feet, asifto
¢ thank him for his mercy to others. I had
¢ glways apprehended fcenes of blood,
" “¢¢ fhould Prague again fall into his hands;
« and I was delighted at fo agreeably find-
« ing myfelf miftaken,
< The emperor, however, rudely repull-
¢ ed me from him, and called me an effemi-
“e pate fool. Tt was not till the end of the

¢ repaft, that 1 began to fufpeét what had |

-« rendered the expreffion of my feclings fo
& difagreeable to him. Winceflaus could
« not receive with pleafure teftimonies of
¢ gratitude and admiration of which he
¢ knew himfelf fo little deferving.

« The guells were fitting tranquilly at
« gable. The wine,which flowed plentifullya
« infpired them with gaiety. The good di-
« tizens of Prague, at their fovereign’s Ié-
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« queft, pointed out to him with confidence,
¢ the changes they withed ro fee take place
¢ under his future government. Wincef-
¢ laus promifed every thing’; and thefe poor

¢ deluded people, fwore to him eternal -

¢ fidelity, and a devotion without bounds.
“The emperor then toock his glafs, and
“drank to the ftabilicy of the peace that

* “had juft been concluded. His guefts

- “pledged him : burt, alas ! it was the fignal

“ of their death. Twenty fabres inftantly
“olittered behind them. The greater part
“fell beneath the murdering fteel, before
“they perceived themfelves in danger, and

¢ the floor was deluged with mingled fireains

“ of blood and of wine.

“ It is impoffible to defcribe to you
% what I felt on this terrible occafion. De-
“ fpair for an inftant rendered me motion-
“lefs : but fpeedily recovering myfelf, my
“ firft thought was to intreat Winceflaus to
“ fpare thofe unhappy beings; my fecond
“to ftand up in their defence. Then re-
“ fle€ting, that neither of thefe fteps could
“ {ave them, and having bcheld an honeft
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¢ old mgn of fourfcore, whom I had-always |
o refpe&ed for, his venerable appearance,
¢ murdered by my fide, I fell fenfelefs on
« the floor. My agltatlon amy  furprize,
“ my defpan', were too great to be refifted,
<« I was young too, and though I had feen
¢¢ the blood of an enemy flowing in battle,
¢ 1" had never beheld that of the innocent
¢ fhed at a feaft. . Do not laugh at my
¢ weaknefs : L was forced to fink under
et - -
¢ Why,” cried Munfter, ¢ attempt to
“juftify yourlelf > What would delerve
< praife, if your conduc on that occafion
“ could be blamed 2 i

“ And yet blamed it was. Winceflaus
< treated me as a weak and pufillanimous
 being, terrified at the fight of blood ; and
“¢ for three dayé I was forbidden to appear
il court.

« ] ardenrlv w:ﬂued never to fee again
¢« that cavern of murderers. = My heart was
< completely alienated from the emperor;
< apd 1imparted to the commander of the
¢t Hungarians, the only perfon who vifited
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¢ me during my confinement, the defire I
«« had to enter into the fervice of the king
¢ his mafter.

« That brave foldier, who loved me,
« counfelled me to remain at the Court of
« Bohemia. ¢ You behold,” faid he, * Wwhat
¢ has pafled with a too rigid eye : reafon of
“ ftate jultify many aions that have an
¢« gppearance of injuftice. It was in a man-
“ ner impoffible the emperor fhould let the
% rebels go wholly unpunifhed.’

«] made a long fpeech in defence of
 my opinion ; to which my. friend anfwer-
“ed only by his filence: and I faw too
¢ plainly, that the world, afid éven the moft
“ enlightened part of it, thought of certain -
“ matters very differently from mexpen-“‘
¢ enced innocence. ;

¢ My confidence in the general at length
¢ determined me to pardon Winceflaus an

. € 2&ion of which I had no right to confti- -
“ tute myfelf the judge. He advifed me to
“ te-eftablifh myfelf in the emperor’s favor,
¢ fhould he be difpofed to reccive me as be-
“ fore; to turn to advantage the influence I
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¢ bad over him, and not forfeit, by 2 pre.
*¢ cipitate retreat, the recompence due to me
< for the important fervice I had rendered
RO

¢ The time of my confinement, which
1 would willingly have prolonged, being
¢ expired, I again appeared at court. The
- ¢ kindnefs with which the emperor receiveci
“ me, attached me to him afrefh ; and'the
¢ decree condemning thofe who had been
« killed having been made public, 1 refoly-
“ ed to drive from my mind every remem-
“ brance of that fatal night, that I might
¢¢ not relapfe into doubt whether they were
¥ juftly or unjuftly put to death.

 Winceflaus feemed to have changed
*¢ his way of life, and.to conduct himfelf

¢ better than he had heretofore done. He
| @ yemained for days together free from in-
“ toxication. -His bottle companion, the
“ prince of Ratibor, who was detefted by
¢ the people, remained at Conradfbourgs
¢ peither Sufanna nor any other of his mil
¢ trefles appeared; and a marriage was talk-
< ed of with Sophia, daughter of the duke of
« Bavaria. ‘ : ‘
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“ The whole country was rejoiced at the
¢ latter refolution of the emperor, every
- “ perfon fancying, that a virtuous {poufe
“ would complete the reformation. that was
¢ begun. For my part, I fele myfelf like
“ others elated with hope, and was attached
““ anew towards my mafter. I faw him live
“ina manner fo different from what had
“ formerly difpleafed me, that I fwore ne-
“ ver to quit him: an oath which I may
“ break without offending my confcience,
““fince my hopes are completely deftroyed.

‘ Sophia, the charming, the virtuous
“ Sophia, is indeed become our emprefs;
“ but how {light are the traces of refofma-
“ tion fhe was expected to work ! On the ve-
* ry day of the wedding, the prince of Rati-
“ bor again made his appearance ; and with -
* him all the ancient habits of debauchery.
“ He was foon followed by the worthlefs Su-
“fanna. Winceflaus had the maichlefs ef-
“frontery to prefent her himfelf to his wife
 ——O Munfter! I could tell you . of
% fcenes—Haplefs, unfortunate Sophia !
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e But ofwhat am ] thmkmg > my bufinefs
SFSTto relateimy own, not her adventures;
¢ Bur I am not arrived at the clofe of my
ey rpcua] at' the moft important events of
= my ikl The' appearance of Ida, the love
“'T conceived for her, my confequent un-
sk happvme{s, the neceflity I am underof quit-
“ ting her : O my father ! all this you are
“ acquainted with, and I have nothing more
¢ to inform you.” ;

<< You have forgotten to mention the re-
<¢ ward, which your mafter owed you for the
« important fervice you rendered him, and
<< for which your friend the I—Iunoanan ad-
-« vifed you to wait at Prague.”

““ The manner in which you fpeak
o ploves fufﬁclently what you think. Ire-
> & member, indeed, that once, in a fit of
¢ drunkennefs and gratitude, Twas promifed
¢ the firft vacant grand fief of the empire, 3
s promife in which I could place no great
“ confidence, as the gift was much too con-
¢¢ fiderable for me. I therefore modeftly
¢ declined it, and contented myfelf with
s¢ afking an honourable employment in the
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CHAPTER XI.

THE day of Herman’s‘dcparture_arrivcd.
He had paid all thofe tedious vifits of cere-
mony, which are requifite on fuch an occa-
fion. One only remained for.him to make,
but that of all others the moft diftreffing,
the vifit he owed to the family of Munfter,
He had to take leave of the good old citizen
and his wife ; he was once more to fee Ids,
for her father had promifed it, and to im-
print upon her check his ﬁrﬁ, perhaps his
Yaft falute.

Half intoxicated with pleafure, he re-
paired to the habitation of his miftrefs
Munfter received him at the door, and led
him to the parlour, intreating him to recol
le&t himfelf, and to fpare the feelings of his
daughter. Ida was the firft objeét he per
ceived. He trembled as he approached
her. Her pzlenefs, her eyes brimful o
tears, almoft tempted him to believe that
the idea of feparation was as painful to her
as to himfclf. For a time they werc both
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filent. Her eyes were calt on the ground:
his feemed as if théy would devour a beloved
object, the longer to retain its remem-
brance.
¢ My children,” cried Munlter; * do
‘““not thus rend my heart, and augment
“your own fufferings ; embrace quickly,
¢ and bid each other adieu.” 7
Herman drew near to kifs the cheek of
Ida, who received his falute with all the
modeflty cuftomary .in thofe days with
young women. He took the courage to
pafs his arm round the neck of his miftrefs:
her’s involuntarily opened; fhe prefled
him to her heart, and an adieu, tender as'
ever lover received, efcaped from her lips,
Her father made a fign: Ida difengaged
herfelf from the young man’s embrace, gave
him a laft, a lingering look, and withdrew,
her cheeks burning with blufhes, to her
apartment,
" Herman, perfeétly befide himfelf when
his mifirefs had difappeared, paid no atten-
tion to what Munfter addrefled to him.
The old man was filent ;~but' prefently
Vol. I. "G
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Herman, recovering himfelf, afked if he
were not to fee the mother of Ida, and take
 leave alfo of her. Munfter acquiefced;
and fhe immediately entered. She had pur-
pofely waited, in the hope of being able, at
laft, to execute part at lealt, of a defign the A
had long refolved upon. Her countenance
exprefled more anxioufnefs than forrow,
and fhe appeared attentively to obferve her
hufband, in order to feize the firft oppor-
tunity of fpeaking a few words, unper-
ceived, to Herman. At length Munfter
having turned for a moment towards the
window, the whifpered to our hero.—* How
s« unlucky,” faid fhe,  that you have ne-
¢ ver attempted to fpeak to me in pri-
¢¢ yate ! I had fo many things to tell you i

Munfter turned round to make fome
trifling remark, and the converfation broke
off. Herman was in no hurry to take leavs
hoping to learn fome of the fecrets of Ida’s
mother. The old gentleman being afked
for, probably by his wife’s orders, Wé
obliged to go out of the room; and, the
moment he fhut the door, fhe exclaimed:
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¢ O fir | one day, one fingle day more, [
“ intreat you !"I have paid a vifit to the
“ emperor - in behalf of Ida: you muft
¢ fecond us, you muft remind him that he
owes me a favour, which he has promifed
‘¢ not to refufe.”

She would have faid more, but ker huf-
band returned ; ; and though Herman faid
yet three tedious hours, Munfter ftirred not
from him for an inftant, and his curiofity
remained unfatisfied.

“ You promifed me, my dear Munfter;”
faid the young knighe, as he rofe to take
leave, ¢ a faithful attendant. In that
¢ expectation I have diimified all my do-
* meftics, and I am anxious to fee my fu-
¢ ture efquire.”

Munfter went out to call old Andrew.
This was a golden opportunity which the
wife failed not to embrace.— Ida is not
“ our daughter,” faid fhe in a low voice,
—“1I am only her nurfe. . Offended love,
¢ and the dread of leaving her in the hands

- of a wicked ftepmother, induced me—"
The return of the old gentleman prevented
G2
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her from finithing her difcovery, and foon
after appeared the domeftic, who fwore
fidelity to his young mafter, and obtained
from him, inreturn, the promife of never
being abandoned by him ; but on the con-
trary, if fortune proved favourable to Her-
man, that he would make his old age com-
fortable to him: a promife which the
young knight would afluredly have made
with ftill greater cordiality, had he been
capable of noticing the ingenuous and trufty
countenance of his new valet, and the
warmth with which he entered into his
engagement ; but, in truth, his mind was
at that time otherwife occupicd. = He
thought of nothing but the extraordinary
intelligence he had heard from Mrs. Mun-
fter, and his only concern was to know
more on the fubje&, or to learn, at leaft,
the name of Ida’s parents.

All his hopes depended on the embrace
he was to receive from Mrs. Munfter. In
faét, the held -him a long time in her arms, .
and had even whifpered in his ear: ¢ {he
¢ is the daughter of the count of —_
when Munfter interfered.
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** What are'you doing ?” cried he, with
a {mile, as he parted them. ¢ Do you
¢ think, young man, that embraces like
“ thefe are not enough to make me
< jealous ?”

Herman was vexed: and anfwered the
old gentleman with a degree of ill humour,
perceiving, at the fame time, traces of a
fimilar fentiment in the eyes of his friend.
It was, indeed, highly improbable, that a
man of {o much penetration fhould not
have perceived fomething of what was
endeavoured to be concealed from him.

They parted then : and the various fen- :
timents, that occupied their minds, as fur-
prife, difcontent, and difappointed hope,
{carcely left room for the entrance of for-
row ; fo that at-the moment of taking leave, .
a moment fo much dreaded, there was not
“a fingle tear fhed.
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M CHAPTER XTI,

HERMAN mounted his horfe, and
gallopped full fpeed out of the city. So
~many different thoughts diftracted his at-
tention, that he perceived neither the
length of his journey, nor the approach of
night.  He did noteven anfwer the quef-
tion of old Andrew, who afked where he
meant to take up his lodging. The kifs
he had received from Ida, which could
leave him no doubt of her love ; the news
of her noble birth, fo delightfully flattering:
tc his vanity ; the uncertainty of her name;
were ample fubjeéts for his profoundeft
meditation. He thus entirely forgot the
bulinefs he had undertaken for Mrs. Mun-
“fter, the vifit the honeft city dame had paid
to the emperor, the promife of which he
was to remind him, and on account of
which he had been fo urgently preffed to
remain at leaft one day longer at Prague.

Ie is impofiible for us to fay, how the
thought recurred to him; but it is certain
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that on a fudden he began to confider
where he was, and, feeing night coming on,
and Prague at a great diftance, he was en-
raged at his forgetfulnefs.

¢ Let us inftantly go back,” faid he to
his fervant, turning about his horfe at the

fame time.—* 1 have a commiflion to the
“ emperor, the execution of which is indif-
st penfable; 1 have ——o 1V

Andrew had already more than once -

_fufpe@ced that Herman was not perfectly
in his fenfes ; and his fulpicions were con-

- firmed, when he perceived the warmth with
which he fpoke, the want of conne@ion in
what he faid, and his eager and perturbed
looks, :

Our knight, however, returned by the
way he had come, with fuch expedition,

- that Andrew loft fight of him, before he
had time to confider what meafures were to
be taken for the cuie of his unhappy

nafter.

To follow and overtake him, was the
moft neceffary ftep for the prefent. And
this he accordingly ePfc&ed, refolying not

G4
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to lofe him aoam from hls fight, that be
might always have an eye on his aétions.
Qur hiftgrian does not inform vs of the
hour at which Herman arrived at Prague,
nor of the time when his trufty efquire dif-
carded the falfe opinion he had conceived
of him. Be that as it may, every thing
confpired to prolong and increafe our hero’s
impatience. To go to court that evening,
or rather that night, was impoffible. In
the morning he learnt, that the emperor
bad fet off the night before for Conradf:
bourg, Immediately he repaired thither,
and was given to underftand that he was
gone to Kramlau. There Herman was not .
more fortunate. He was told of feveral
other places, to which he repaired with
fimilar fuccefs, At laft, after travelling
three or four days to no purpofe, he re-
turned to Conradfbourg, which Winceflaus
had never quitted. But all his attempts
were vain to gain admittance to thofe, to
whom he had formerly fo eafy accels.
Every door was fhut againft him. Obliged
to relinquith his purpofe of executing him-
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felf, the commiffion that brought him back,
he entrufted it to one of his ancient friends
at court, who at length deigned to fee him.
The courtier promifed to execute it with
punétualiry, and forgot it the next moment,

Herman again took his way to Hungary.
The extraordinary circumftances, that had
at firlt excited fuch ftrong emotions, be-
came familiar to him, and he began to turn
his attention to other obje&s. Andrew, on
his part, difcovered, that his mafter had
in reality, as much fenfe as other men;
and that his heart was as pure as that of an
angel, His gentlenefs and affability gained
him fo completely the affe&tion of his old
elquire, that he would have facrificed his
life for him, and confequently Herman had -
jult reafon to believe, that he would not
refufé him a lefs important fervice.

Our young knight was not ignorant that
Andrew had refided for many years in the
family of Munfter. It was poffible, that he
might be acquainted with Ida’s birth 3 and,
accordingly, Herman fought to draw from
him what he knew of the matter, Bug

. & 2
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either he had\n-othing to communicate to
bim, or Munfter had been too prudent to
give him a fervant, capable of difclofing to

his new mafter, the fecrets of him whofc
- fervice he had quitted.

The fame depreflion of fpirits, which
Herman experienced from his difappointed
hopes, prevailed at Prague in the houfe of
Munfter. The old gentleman was dif-
pleafed with his wife, and regretted the
abfence of his young friend, though he fill
retained a little anger againft him. Ida
wept for her dear Herman, but dared not
let her tears be perceived by any eye, but
her’s whom fhe called her mother. And
Mrs. Munfter daily expe@ed to be fent
for to court, to be afked what fhe
wanted : but expe@ed it in vain.—He
“ muft have forgotten me,” faid {he t0
herfelf, a little out’of humour : *¢ he muft
s furely have departed without executing
¢ my commiffion. Yet he was feen at
« Prague the day after his taking leave of
“ us. He was feen alfo at Conradibourg,
¢ _where the emperor refides. - Let us have
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¢ a little patience: when Winceflaus re.
¢ turns, all will go well.”

Winceflaus returned : but the honeft
citizen’s wife was ftill not fent for, Days,
weeks, months, paffed away : at length fhe
refolved to take a ftep, which fhe was fure
would not only gain her accefs, but be pleaf- .
ing to the emperor, and obtain for her
what fhe defired.

Oae day, in Munfter’s abfence, having
put on her Sunday attire, the took from
their private treafure, which the had helped
her hufband to bury, two hundred crowns
of gold, which were at leaft half what they
poflefled. Then refle&ting for a moment,
whether it would not be an affront to the
emperor to offer him fuch a trifle, and
whether fhe had not better give him the
whole, that fhe might be certain of fuccefs,
the at laft added to the fum fifty crowns
more, which fhe had herfelf hoarded up;
and thus equipped, fhe fet out for court.

The memoirs before us, relate not the
manner in which fhe delivered her prefent
to the emperor, nor the favour fhe fuppli-

: Gé
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cated. With refpeé to the latter, however,
fomething may be inferred from the refult
of her wvifit: and as to the former, it is
fufficiently known, that it required no great
kill to avoid wounding the delicacy of
Winceflaus, and prevail on him to receive
the price of a favour folicited.

Ida faw her mother go out and return,
Her holiday cloaths, her anxious and ems- -
barraffed countenance at her departure,
and her air of triumph when fhe came
back, ftruck her: but fhe enquired not the
reafon.” The remembrance of Herman
too powerfully engaged her mind, for her

- to take concern in any thing elfe.

«« Will you never have done weeping ?”
faid her mother to her one afternoon, as
they were at work together. ¢ My daughe
$¢ ter, my dear daughter, folitude nourithes
% your forrow, and I muft devife fome
$¢ means ofdrawm you from it, xfl would
¢ pot refolve to lcfe you for ever.”

“ Oh! permit me fill to live in foli-
* tude:” cried Ida, at the fame time Wiping
hes eyes with one hand, whillt the other

7



OF UNNA. 143

preﬁ'ed that of her mother to her heart,
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What fociety can I prefer to the tranquil
repofe L enjoy with the moft indulgent of
mathers, to whom I am permitted to un-
bofom my griefs

“ Not the company of the young wo-
men, who are fo ready to ftyle them-
felves your acquaintance, I grant: but
if 1 could place you in a {phere, where
you would be furrounded by all that is
handfome and accomplithed, and where
you' would, notwithftanding, bear away
the palm; would you not be pleafed
with it, Ida? There you would not
think fo often of your Herman; or if you
did, your thoughts would be enlivened
by hope, and the remembrance of him
would coft you fewer tears.”

¢« 1 defire not, my dear mother, what is
impoflible: all my wifhes are confined
to being the ornament of your houfe,
fince you are pleafed fo to think me.”

¢ But fuppofe you were deftined to live
at court ?”’

¢¢ Thank heaven, Iam not.”
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¢« If the emprefs, for example, were to
s admit you as one of her maids of honour,
» ¢« would that be fuch a misfortune
¢« O that incomparable woman !” faid
Ida, kiffing the lock of Sophia’s hair, which
fhe always wore about her neck, in a purfe
of gold net-work. ¢ Yes, to ferve her, to
« fee her every day, to be beloved by her,'
s¢ would indeed be a thing ——."
«« Which you would ardently defire?
«« Well, then ! congratulate yourfelf; your
« wifhes are accomplithed. To-morrow,
s perhaps, you will quit this life of ob-
«¢ fcurity, which fuits you lefs than you are
« aware. You will be fent for to court:
¢ you will affociate with the daughters of
¢ the nobleft families in the country : and
¢ you have nothing to do, but to confider
¢ yourfelf as their equal, and forget that
¢ you have hitherto been regarded as our
¢ daughter.”
<« What! my dear mother,” exclaimed
Ida, rifing haftily from her feat: forget
« you ! forget my birth! enterintoa rank
s that does not belong to me !===Surely you
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¢ wifh to try me. No: your Ida is not fo
" ¢ vain; f(he is not fo unmindful of her
 duty. Do not draw fuch inferences
¢ from the words that efcaped me. The
¢ emprefs is far lefs dear to me than you,
¢ nor would I exchange your company for
« her’s,” Thus faying, the lovely Ida affec~
tionately threw her arms round the neck of
the perfon, whom fhe fuppofed to be her
mother ; while the latter melted into tears,
prefled her to her bofom, and, fobbing,
declared herfelf unworthy of fuch tender-
nefs ; an expreffion which afflicted the
young maiden, for fhe did not comprehend
it fo fully as the reader. '
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CHAPTER XIIL

THE day fubfequent to this converfa-

tion, Munfter came home about noon, quite
out of breath. Pale, and almoft diftracted
he flung himfelf into a chair, and for a
while paid no attention to the quettions of
his wife, who repeatedly afked him what
was the matrer.

i
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« O Maria!” cried he, at laft: ¢ fuch
news, fuch melancholy news ! you will
indeed be aftonithed ; but will you be :
reafonable enough to hear it, with as
much compofure as [ did? I am juft come -
from court. The emperor fent for me
about Ida; he wifhes totake her from us;
he wifhes her to be one of the msids of
honour to the emprefs.”

¢ Is that the melancholy news ?”

““ God knows the reafon of this favour,
as it is termed ! But much was faid of
Ida’s beauty, and the reputation fhe en-

¢ joys : for my part I have never had any

»
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“ opinion of your reputable maidens. Can
it be on account of her good qualities;
“that fhe is fought after P——Ah, wife,
~ “wife! of what irreparable folly wert thou
¢ guilty, in exhibiting her to public view
¢ the Day of All Saints!” '

¢ And what, I pray, would )ou propofe
“ to yourfelf by keeping her always in this
“ obfcurity. . Is the your daughter? Do
‘ you mean to make her the wife of fome
“ homely citizen like ourfelves ? Or muft
“ a youth of her own rank come and force
“our locks and bolts to take her away ?
“ You have fent away the worthy Herman,
“and is it likely you fhould give a better
“ reception to another? Are we néver to
“ think of reftoring to her that of which we
“ have deprived her?”

“ We, Maria ; we 2 You well know who
““it was that did it. - You yourfelf perpe-
*“ trated the deed. I would have diffuaded
“you, and I confented to your withes at
“laft, only becaufe I muft otherwife have
“loftyou. You recollec how you fnatched
“ the infant from my arms, when I was going
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¢ to carry her back to the count. ¢ Deliver
¢ us up both,’ you faid, ¢ or deliver up:
« peither of us: where fhe is, I will be: [
¢ cannot leave her alone in the hands of the
% pew countefs.” But Ida had a father: he
~ ¢ would have been her protector.——
¢ Thefe reproaches however, came too
¢ Jate; and I acknowledge that the only part
¢ that remains for us, is to endeavour to
¢ compenfate to her what fhe loft ‘in
¢ being taken from her parents.—This
¢ is a duty we owe not only to Ida, for
-¢ having deprived her of the rank to which:
¢ fhe was born, but alfo to the count, though, .
¢ probably, he has not once miflfed her
¢ amongft the children of his new fpoufe,”
 For my part 1 have noother defire but
*¢ that count Everard fhould fome day learn,
‘¢ that the child he fuppofes to be loft, is
“ ftill alive : but I own, it would pleafe me,
- ¢ that he fhould not be informed of this, till
¢ we have procured her a fortune equal to
¢ her birth, without his afhiftance, and with-
‘ out dilclofing her name. And on this
¢ account I cannot but regret, that you
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« counteracted all my fchemes wnh regard
« to Sir Herman of Unna.”

« Have you forgotten then the infult
“ count Everard received from this family ?
% Old Bernard of Unna was one of the chief
% of the knights of St. Martin : never will
“ tlfe count pardon him the affair of Wif- -
i€ haden.” : :

¢ But is the confent of count Everard
« neceflary to Ida’s happinefs # Had we, as
¢ [ advifed, placed her in the rank which
“is her due, every other difficulty would
“ have vanithed. Our wealth would have
;“' compenfated for Herman’s poverty : his-
¢ bravery would have roufed him todiftinc=-
¢ tion, and all my withes would have been
“accomplifhed. But alas! you have def-
“ troyed my deareft hopes! Herman is gone,
“ and I muft now form new projecs.”

“ New proje&ts |——Hear mine, Maria,
“ We have long been bewildered in the ma-
“ zes of error: let us for once follow the
“ dire¢t line of truth : it is the eafieft, the

“ moft fecure, Let us wait till count Eve-

- “rard’s difpute with the imperial cities be
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¢ terminated. It cannot be long. - He will
‘“ then retire to his country feat, and will
- have leifure to enjoy, with tranquillity,
¢ the pleafing furprife 1 am preparing for
“him. I will fet off with Ida.. 1 will carry
“ with me all the proofs of her birth, I
¢ will prefent myfelf before him, and fay,
““ ¢my lord, this is your daughter. Such
‘““and fuch reafons induced us to take her
¢ away from you. We have been guilty of
¢ a fault: but confider the perfon we reftore .
¢“to you. That little infant, feeble and
* fickly, what would have become of her, in
« thie melancholy fituation in which you then
“ were? We bring her to you, healthy,
* beautiful, and accomplithed.’—~—What
¢ think you, Maria ? will not Ida’s s appear-
“¢ ance enfure our pardon ?”’
¢ Qur pardon indeed ! for what in rea-
¢ lity ought to obtain us thanks. Butwhat
‘¢ fignifies difputing about what has, or what
¢ might have happened, when we know
““ what will in reality take place, Idais go-
* ing to live at court. If Herman, though
* feparated from her, retain his fidelity, he
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¢ will find her there. If he do not, her beau-
¢ ty will attract other admirers, and place
¢ her in arank {uitable to her defcent, with-
. “ out our going te humble ourfelves before
¢ count Everard.”

¢ Maria, Maria,” cried Muniter, looking
 ftedfaftly in her face: ¢ from your words,
} “a painful gleam of light flathes on my
“mind. Is it pofiible, that you can have
- ¢ had any concern in an event that fo much
| * afflits me ? Is it poffible, you can have
| % procured, by female artifice, Ida’s remo-
- ““ val to court?”

“ And fuppofing 1 have, what mighty

¢ crime would it be?”
! Thefe words produced farther interroga-
'tion 3 thefe interrogations the open avowal

of every ftep fhe had taken to procure the

fuccefs of her project ; and this avowal, fuch
‘v/aquarre], as had never taken place fince
© | their marriage. It was a long time before
Mss. Munfter could, by her tears, her pray-
ers, and a true or feigned penitence, make
" |ay imprefion on her irritated hufband;

and all fhe effected at laft, was the conver-
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fion of his rage into bitter reproaches, and
remonfirances on the probable effects of
~ her inconfiderate conduct.

«« T know not,” {aid he, ¢ whether you
~ « have been imprudentenough to excite any |
¢ {ufpicion concerning the birth of this
¢« young woman : but this I can tell you, that
¢ fhe never will be regarded as what the is,
¢« unlefs her father publickly acknowledge
« her for his daughter. On the other hand,
«¢ if fhe appear at court, as a imple citizen’s
¢ daughter, neither her beauty, nor her vir-
¢ tue, will preferve her from: hatred and
¢¢ calumny ; and even thould the emprefs be
‘¢ defirous of protetting her, fhe will always
“ be defpifed ; -till at laft, the jealoufy of
¢ her companions will drive her from a fitu-"
< ation in which you have placed her,
¢« without being able to maintain her in it
¢« The corrupt manners of the court of
¢ Winceflaus will be injurious both to her
“ innocence, and her reputation. And
¢¢ know, that your folly will receive a fpeedy |
*¢ and fevere punifhment : you will not long
“¢ enjoy the pleafure of feeing your idol, of
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CHAPTER XIV.
MRS. MUNSTER fhed a torrent of
“tears. Her hufband was in the right : the
laft part of his remonftrance was what
affe&ed her moft. To be deprived of the
pleafure of fzeing Ida, would indeed be a
punithment ! She wifhed to be able to
urdo all the had taken fuch pains to accom-
plifh, were it only that fhe might not be
feparated from her whom the loved more
than all the world befide. But her regret
was ufelefs; the with was too late: that
very evening the emprefs fent for Ida, and
the was informed, that the muft quit her
father’s houfe immediately, to refide at
court, A
She had always confidered the hints of
her mother refpecting fome future change
of fitvation, asa jeft. Her furprife, there-
fore, was extreme, when fhe reccived an
order fo little expeéted, the motive of which
fhe could not conceive, and which fhe

: 1
knew not whether to regard as a matter of |
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joy or of forrow. She felt that he was not
born for the ftation in which fhe had
hitherto lived ; yet there were things in it
~ which fhe could not quit without regret,
She muft renounce the tranquillity to which
fhe ‘was fo much atrached, a tranquillity
fo fuitable ' to her difpofition, to encounter
the hurry’ and buftle of the great world :
fhe muft abandon the houfe of her parents,
to take up “her ‘abode amongft ftrangers.
Munfter faw her irrefolution 'and pitied
her. “Her fuppofed mother'preficd her to
her bofom; as fhe fpoke to her of hap-
pinefs, of fortune, and a -hundred things
befide, which Ida could not cemprehend,
as it was not judged proper to give her the
leatt hint of ‘what concerned her {o nearly.
Mrs. Munfter, “perhaps, would willingly
have difclofed to her, 4t this moment, all
the fecrets of her heart; but her “hafband
had peremptorily forbidden her; and in
that, at leafl, the could "not refufe obe-
dience, after the many fteps fhe had taken
without his permiffion.—*¢ The knowledge
‘“ of her birth,” faid he, ¢ will be of no
Yoz, I. H
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¢¢ fervice -to_her; whereas, if fhe remain
¢ ignorant of it, her modefty; her inno-
cence, her referve will be more fecureg
a point of the utmoft importance in the
_dangerous career fhe is about to enter.
¢ [ could with alfo, that fhe may remain.
¢ perfuaded fhe i is {ent for to court, with-
out any. follcuanon having been made for
< the favour: it may. infpire her with a
¢¢ kind of pride, that will make her anxious
not to forﬁ:xt the good opinion whjch fhe
.[uppofes to have been formed  of her,
¢ It may_happen too, my dear Maria,”
faid. he, fo(_ténjpg_ the afperity of the reflec-
tion by a gentlenefs of manner, ¢ that at
¢ fome future period fhe may not. think
¢ herfelfobhged to you for the imprudence
L€ of having purchafcd her fo dangerous 3
¢¢_poft, and L imagine you have no wifh to

6 fink in the efteem of fo virtuous a cha-
G ra&er.
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Munﬁef fpoke like. an, oracle‘ and fﬂ!
this time his wife liftened to, his advices
The young lady departed, after having res

ceived a variety.of good leflons,’ the prin-
. s 2 ~
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cipal of which confifted in recommending
to her to follow, on all occafions, the native
~impulfe of her own honeft and virtucus
heart, and in cafes of difficulty, to confult
her parents: for the good old citizen'had
fome faith in the proverb, which fays, ¢ he
“ that goes firaight on will never lofe his
“ way.” b y

* Our hiftory does not defcribe the man-
ner in which Ida was received at court: it
fays‘only, that the emprefs, for whom the
felt fo' great attachment, gave her by no
means fo Hattering a reception, as when fbe
faw her, for the ﬁr[’c time, on th'g‘(}ay" ?f
Al Saines. R
~ Though Sophia’s refidence at court had
not been long, yet it was irbpoﬂiblé_td T;ﬁ;t‘:‘r-
ceive in her the flighteft trace of that.inex-
perienced young princefs, ﬁ'ho,. when Itep3
ping at once from her convent into the
great and dazzling world, recex'Véd.ir{rjxp"r,géf-f
fions the moft lively from every new objed;
and was ignorant of the art of .éi)})cealing

~

what fhe felt.  Befides, the princefs of

| Ratibor Had inftilled into her a certain
Ha2 :
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: refpe@ for her own dignity, which dimi-
nifhed the affability the naturally pofleffed,
and gave her at length a lefs engaging,
though a more ftately demeanour. No
one, however, was more amiable to thofe
who pleafed her. Ida had this good for-
tune formerly ; but the impreflion had
fince been completely effaced; and the
emprefs beheld nothing in her now, buta
ftatuary’s daughter, who affcéted to be more
handfome and more attractive, than beficted
her ftation. Befide, the charater of Ida
had funk on another account in the opinion
of Sophia. Winceflaus, in his vfual man-
ner, had told the emprefs, with an authori-
tative tone, that it was his defire Ida might
be admitted into the number of the ladies
of her court. Sophia, as frequently hap-
pened, afked the caufe of this preferment,
and the emperor took fpecial care not to
fay, becaufe her mother has given me two
hundred and fifty crowns of gold; but
coldly affigned for reafon his own will and
the young woman’s beauty. To this de-
claration Sophia anfwered only by her
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filence; and the governefs of the houfe-
hold, by a look of difdain, as fhe turned
her face towards the emprefs.
« Muft 1 compliment your majefly on
~« the brilliant acquifition you have juft
 made ?” faid the princefs of Ratibor to
Sophia, as foon as they were alone.—The
emprefs was filent.—*‘ Really,” continued
the princefs, ¢ if the daughters of plebeians
 are to be admitted amongft our young
“ ladies of quality, our court will foon
¢ become an admirable pattern for others.
However, there is no effe@ without a
caufe: they fay this Munfter’s daughter
is handfome, and Sufanna grows uglier
every day; now, a trifling exchange
ought of courfe to be allowable in the
virtuous chief of the German empire.”
It will be prefumed, from this fpeech,
that the governefs of the houfehold was
- permitted to talk with great freedom to
Sophia: in fa@, being the fole confident of
the unfortunate wife of Winceflaus, fhe had
liberty to fay whatever fhe pleafed. She
continued, therefore, her malicious dif-

H3
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coufe, in terms o adroitly chofen to irri-
tate the emprefs’s mind,. that we need rot
wonder at the reception of Ida.

The daughter of Munfter was not long
i perceiving, that fhe muft here learn to
bear looks to which fhe had never been
accuftomed : but fhe endeavoured te per-
fuade herfelf, that it was the {tyle of the
court 3 and her modefty led her to afcribe

folely to her want of birth the litcle affronts

fhe received, and from which {he found her

companions exempt. This did not prevent
~ her from fometimes afking herfelf, why, if

the were not to be treated with greater kind- -

nefs, the had been drawn from her original

obfcurity, Yet her native candour always
- concluded with making her excufe the ill-

treatment fhe experienced, and endeavour

to bear it with patience.

Though no one feemed to notice thc
citizen’s daughter, every eye was fixed upon
her. The men whifpered to one another:
“ How handlome, how beautiful fhe is!”
while the women fought to find defects in
ber who had been introduced into-their
circle in violation of eftablifhed ufage.
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‘o Amongft all the ladies bf the coure,

howewver, there was not one who- obferved
her with {o-much attention 23 the princefs
of Ratibor, She affiduoufly watched for
fome favourable circumftance, thac might
~ferve to confirm the.opinion fhe had infill:
ed into Sopiia. - Fruitlefs affiduity 1 The
- young Munfter, as the: was called in deril
fion, conducted herfelf in 2 mannes {o irres
proachable, that fhe.*had no reafon to fear
having :he‘w.hoie univerfé to witnefs her
- altions.. “She executed the duties of hee
office withithe firiGteft propriety, fpent her
keilure hours in her . apartment with her
attendant, -vifited her parents on thofe days

- when fhe was permitted” {5 to do, and be-

haved with o' much ' prudence when there

Wwas a ball or entestainment at the palace;

that the moft envenomed malignity could

find no unguarded ‘place againft which to
diret its arrows. *To this may be added,
that the emperor paid net the fmalleft at-
tention to her, which totally overthrew the
difadvantageous ideas, which the princels
of Ratibor had withed Sophia to conceive of
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her. Winceflaus, as we have feen, was no
woman-hater : but the line of beauty that
captivated him was not of that dignified
fpecies that adorned the young Munfter.
The charms of Sufanna were the model
“moft {uited to his tafte.

The governefs of the houfehold, finding
herfelf baffled in her attempts to lay hold
of the conduct of our young damfel, was
compelled to be filent. Sophia, therefore,

- heard no longer any thing fpoken to her
prejudice ; and, feeing her daily adorned
with every grace, the felt her affection for
her imperceptibly revive. Ida was infinitely
fuperior to the reft of the maidsof honor,
whom her modefty would not fuffer her to-
ftile her companions; yet, who appeared

~ by her fide, in fpite of their haughty and
contemptuous carriage, no better than her
fervants. Thele young ladies took infinite
pains to outvie each other; and to catch a
pafling look or a {mile from their princefs, a
circumflance which contributed not a little
to place them in an unfavourable point of
view, when compared with the artlefs fim-
- plicity of the charming Munfter.
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At firft it was much for the daughter of
a plebeian not to be treated with difdain
by her miftrefs ; buton the cdn’trary, to be
viewed with fome degree of complacency.
And now nothing was wanting but {ome
lucky incident to change this difpofition
into kindnefs.

One day Sophia’s time hung heavily on
her hands ; a circumftance, it may be pre-
fumed, which frequently happens to great
princeffes. We are not informed how fhe
fpent thofe moments in which fhe experi-
enced not this diftreffing fcnfation : but on
the day of which we are {peaking, all the
ordinary f\ibje&s of converfation had been
exhaufted. There was nothing new to fay
on the fubjeé of Sufanna; for the emperor,
hoping that his wife would foon make him a
father, had confented to remove his mif-
trefs, for a time, by fending her to Conradf-
bourg: and no one durft venture to give
the emprefs any frefh caufe of difcontent,
before the tottering throne of Winceflaus
was eftablithed by an heir. -

Hg
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' On the evening of this day, the emprefs
not knowing how to difpel the weanfome-
nels fhe felr, bethought herfelf of aflfem-
bling all the ladies of the court and pro-
pofing a prize for her who could invent .any
means of makmo the time feem lefs tedious.
Inftantly every body was in motion.—
All were defirous of giving proof of their
ability. Singers, dancers, and fory-tellers,
prefented themfelves : - but, vain all their
efforts | either they perforrr.ed their parts
ill, or the demon of languor, that torment-
ed Sophia, was [0 ﬁubborn that he appear-
ed determined not to be vanquifhed.—
 Ah, ceafe, ceafe ! ¢ried Sophia: “ what
« uynmufical founds b what barbarous fleps!
o what drowly homilies! how unfortunate 1
“ am, to have nothing but fuch untoward
¢ creatures about me |”
- & Let not your majefty defpalr ;” faid
the malicious princefs of Ratibor: ¢ have
¢ we not young Munfter? Look where fhe:
% ftands, as idleiand unconcerned as if fhe
¢ had nothing to do with the fervice of the
¢ emprefs : yet, no doub, fhe is capable of
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« eclipfing, by her talents, all the young
« Jadies of the courte  Come forward,
«¢ mifs:” continued fhe, in a tone ofdifdain;
¢ Speak; what talents have you with which
¢¢ to amufe the emprefs: . You are not to
‘ fuppofe, that a place like your’sis:to be
« filled by a perfonthat is good for nothing.”
Unqueftionably the defign of the artful
Ratibor was fo to abalh the innocent Ida,
by this unexpected invitation, delivered too
in fuch a ftyle, that it would be impoffible
for her to difplay any talents the might pof
fefs. But her expettations were baulked.
—<¢ I play on the barp:” anfwered Ida,
bowing, * and I would long fince have®
“« gone for my inftrument, if I had dared
‘¢ to touch its ftrings before perfons fo much
% better fkilled, or if I could have hoped—"
- ¢« O, for Heaven’s fake, fetch it, c¢hild,” -
exclaimed Sephia; interrupting her: I doat
¢ on the harp!” Ida withdrew, and the
princefs of Ratibor feized that opportunity
_ to acquaint the emprefs, that the was jult
going to take her daughter from the canvent,
- and fhe had been affured that (he played in '
a very fuperior ftyle on the harp.
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" Ida foon entered with her inftrument,
placed herfelf oppofite Sophia, played a
‘fhort prelude, that announced 2 confum-

mate miftrefs in the art, and then began—
"« God of harmony, didft thou infpire her
with the thought ?”’—That very fong, which
made fo profound an impreffion on the em-
prefs the day of her nuptials. '

Sophia fearcely breathed. Her eyes were
fixed on the enchanting mufician, who,
ftanding before her, feemed to behold no-
thmg but the ftrings of the harp, unlefs
when occafionally her fine eyes were turncd
on the emprefs to give more expreflion to
*® her words.  Young Munfter had finifhed
her fong, and Sophia yet gazed on her with
rapture, as if fhe ftill heard the melodious

notes, When, approaching her miftrefs, and
dropping on one knee, fhe took from her
head her coronet of flowers, and Jaid it at
the emprels’s feet, conformably to the words
“af the fong. '

" ¢ Divine, enchanting gxrl"’ cried Sophia,
at the fame time throwing her arm round
the neck of 1da, and embracing her: *¢ what
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« fenfations have you awakened in my
¢ breatt | ——Rife, my child,” continued
fhe, after a moment’s filence, and perceiv-
ing the fcrutinizing eyes of ‘the princefs of
Ratibor fixed on her: < rife, you have play-
«ed and fung excellently.” The look and
voice of the emprefs in pronouncing thefe
words, did not exprefs the fame affetion
with which fhe embraced her. Ida, how-
ever, took courage to kifs her hand, which
the held out te her, and then thhdrew to
a diftant part of the room.

Had young Munfter poffefled the pro-
foundeft knowledge of the human heart,
fhe could not have felected any thing better *
calcalated to gain that of the emprefs, than
the piece which fhe fung. The fenfations
of Sophia on her wedding-day, when the
young women made their appearance, muft
have been extremely delicious, for the bare
remembrance of it to be capable of giving
her fo much pleafure. But this is by no
means extraordinary. Who is there, that
has not imagined, when fome paft event of
his life has been recalled to his memory by
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certain founds, or appearauces, that he hag
felt anew what he felt before; and if the
fenfation be pleafurable, the perfon who
recalls it excites irrefiftibly our affe@ion,
Sophia bad rifen from her feat, and was
wiping the tears from her eyes at'a window.
The young ladies examined, with envious
" looks, the too interefling 1da, who refted
tranquilly on her harp. The miftrefs of
the robes then remarked, thatit was lates
and her majefty having need of repofe, that
the ladies might withdraw.  Sophia gave 3
nod of approbation; and they retired.
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CHAPTER XV.

THE princefs of Ratibor would un-
doubtedly have been pleafed if our young
mufician had been-overcome with -the honor
of playing before an emprefs, as hath hap-
pened to many a mufical performer' at other
courts, and had been obliged to withdraw
before fhe had touched a {tring of the in-
ftrument: but either it was more eafly to
play on the harp before - the emprefs of
Bohemia, than before any other potentate, -
or Ida was too fecure of her abilities, and too
much accuftomed to the prefence of a fo-
vereign, to be in danger of fainting. Thus
fhe lefc the imperial apartment with her
ulual tranquillicy. '

“ What a tirefome frigid creature that
“ girl is!” faid the prince(s of Ratibor, when-
fhe found herfelf alone with the em_p,refs:
“any one elfe would have been intoxicated
. *with fomany marksof kindnefs ; but the—"
‘1 obleryed ber eyes filled with tears.”

»

O yes; fhe can weep ! ——
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¢ [ beg, Ratibor,” faid Sopbia coldly,
and interrupting her, ¢ that you will not
¢ thus ftrive to embitter every thing that
¢ gives me pleafure.”

A declaration like this would have been
fufficient of itfelf to exafperate to the high-
eft pitch the malice of Ida’s enemy! buta
circumftance happened the next day whxch
was {till more provokmc

Ida had been called into Sophia’s cham-
ber —¢ Dear Munfter,” faid the emprefs to
her, ¢ you made me yefterday pafs a de-
¢ licious hour. While I liftened to you, I
« forgot every thing elfe, even the prize I
¢« had promifed; a prize which you gained
« with the utmoft facility, and which [ ftill
* ¢ owe you. Receive, then, this riband,
¢¢ which attaches you more particularly to
¢ my fervice;” adding, with a fmile, ¢ for
¢« you know, I muft not offer you jewels,
 you have already refufed them.”

This prefent was a blue velvet riband,
which was worn acrofs the body from right |
to left, faftened on the fhoulder with a large
filk bow, and only given to young ladies of
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the firft diftinction at court, Ida received -
it on-her knees, and the princefsof Ratibor
was ordered to decorate her with it.
Young Munfter’s aftoni(hment was ex-
treme : fuch exceffive kindpefs rendered
her fpeechlefs ; yet we may venture to affirm
that, the was far from feeing all it’s poffible
- confequences as clearly as the princefs of
Ratibor. - She was of that happy age when
the difference does not appear great between -
a riband of honor, a fimple knot for the
hair, or a rofe frefh gathered, as they all
ferve equally for ornament. The prefent of
Sophia, however, bore afuperior valuein the
eyes of Ida, becaufe of the hand that beftow-
ed it; and fhe expreffed the warmeft gra-
tiwde. The princefs of Ratibor looked,
on this occafion,” much as did the Per-
fian courtier of old, when obliged to attend
on the fage Hebrew, and'proclaim bhim the
- man whom the king delighted to honor: at
laft, however, her difdainful countenance
affumed a certain malicious fmile, impoffi-
ble to have been deciphered by a girl {o in-
nocent and unexperienced as Ida. Havi.ng
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thanked the emprefs, Ida made a graceful
ebeifance to the princefs of “Ratibor, who
deigned to honor her with an embrace.

¢ That Munlter,” faid the princefs of
Ratibor to Sophia, the inftant Ida departed,
¢ is a charming. creature, it muft be owned ;
¢ what a pity that fhe is the daughter of a
¢ plebeian ?”
.. The eyes of all the maids of honor were
envioufly fixed on Ida’s blue riband. = With
regret they faw her wear a badge of honor
granted only to three or four of them, But
this the young favourite did not perceive?
the accofted: them with her wfual affability,
- without appeéaring in the leaft’ vain of the
diftinction fhe had' received ; and expeﬁed
with impatience ‘the cvéaing,’ when  fhe
would have permiffion to vifit her parentss
She longed to thow herfelf to them with her
new decoration, fure that her mother at
leaft would be delighted. e a8

She conjetured rightly: = her. mother |
alone was rejoiced, + Munfter looked at her
with a troubled and penfive countenance,
and renewed his exhortations to her to be
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always watchful over herfelf, and faithful to -
the engagements into which fhe had entered.
- From the day that Ida received this firft
mark of her fovereign’s favour, the appeared
to be every moment treated with more
elteem. She was called more frequently
than her companions into the: prefence of
- Sophia, who liked better to be waited on by
her than by any one elfe. - Not an evening

patfed without her being obliged to repair
- with her harp to the emprefs’s clofet, and

exercife her talents to amufe her miftrefs.

Was fhe more happy on this account?

She endeavoured at lealt to perfuade herfelf
{o, becaufe fhe perceived herfelf neceffary

to the happinefs of another: but at bottom

in confequence of the continual reftraint in

which fhe lived, fhe regretted thofe tran-

quil moments fhe before enjoyed in her own

apartment, the many delightful evenings

fhe fpent with her parents, and the time

when fhe had leifure to trace,in imagination,

fome paft events of her life. Thefe inno= -
cent pleafures became daily more rare.
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The favour the enjoyed with the em-
prefs, whom fhe now fcarcely ever quitted,
prevented her not from experiencing a
thoufand [ittle difagreeable circumftances,
Sophia was not always chearful; and did
not always, when fhe fpoke to her, call her
her dear Munfter.

Ida perceived herfelf inceffantly the
butt of the envenomed fhafts of calumny.
At one time it was faid, that fhe had been
feen in places, in which it became not the
emprefs’s maids of honour to appear; at
another, that fhe had laughed at churchs:
now fhe was accufed of having fpoken dif-
refpectfully of fome lady at court; then, of
having talked too freely with fome young
nobleman at aball. But the innocence of
her, of whom thefe tales were told to Sophia,
fo completely deftroyed their effect, that
fhe was feldom influenced by them more
than a few minutes; and her attachment
for young Munfter generally increafed after

~thefe tranfient clouds of difpleafure, Dur-
ing their continuance, the governefs of the
houfehold was feen to fmile more gracioufly
on Sophia than ever.
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- The princefs of Ratibor had hoped, that
Ida would experience the common fate of
thofe who breathe the air of courts, namely,
that her credit would fink as fpeedily as-it
had been raifed, and by means as fimple.
Finding herfclf miftaken, fhe reckoned on
another expedient, which the deemed infal-
lible. ‘This confifted in the introdaétion
of a new perfon at court.. Novelty has fo
many. attractions, that it makes ws eafily for:
get what we have long had in poficffion,
and ‘Ida bad now been the favourite of
Sophia for nearly a month.

The young Imago, daughter of the
princefs of Ratibor, was the expected ftran-
ger. She had been educated in a convent
wonders were reputed of her; and her too
credulous mother let flip no opportunity of
founding her praife, and repeating what wag
written of her by the nuns, ~She triumphed
beforehand at the idea of fhortly feeing this
detefted Munfter eclipfed by her daughter :
fometimes, indeed, a victory over a girl of
fo litte importance,  feemed to her too
trifling, and fhe endeavoured ta find fome
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imeans of obtaining more fignal fatisfaction
for the afionts fhe had occafioned her.
Imago appeared 3 and, as the impreffion
fhe made on her mother was not very ex-
traordinary, it'is eafy to guels what effett
fhe produced on other lefs interefted fpec-
tators, She was prefented, and very well
received. * Immediately was given her, on
account of her rank, the blue riband, which
1da obtained only as a reconipence for her
Tervices;  and though fhe had expetted
more particular marks of favour, ‘fhe was
obliged to be contented with what fhe re-
ceived, and was left at full liberty to join
her new companions, without once being
inquired after during the reft of the evening.
. The next day, however, there was much
talk aticourt of the young princefs of Ra-
tibor. * She was faid to be handfome, and
it was added, that fhe appeared to be of an
amiable difpofition. - Her good qualities
- were fomuch infilted on, and her praifes
repeated with fuch oftentation, that inftead
of perfuading people of her merit," it only
excited . dopbt; and . of confequence [he
fcheme produced no effe&.
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The princefs of Ratibor had thus the
mortification to find her projeéts once more
abortive, and fhe foon loft all defire of
leaving Imago in the fervice of theemprefs;
where fhe had the terrible misfortuné befide
of having for a companion the daughter of
a citizen. - Her mother then thought of
marrying her. Imago was not ugly s hei '
parents: could give her a confiderable for-
tune, :and Ratibor hoped, that, with the
affitance of fome artful coadjutors, fhe
might effet her marriage with'a young
Ialian prince, who was expeéted at court
Meanwhile; that the time might not be
thrown'away, the fet herfelf to examine the
talents of Imago, in order to judge whethes
they were fuperior to her beauty, '~ She -
' found that they ‘might fuffice, perhaps; 't
fhine in'a convent, but that in the worfd
they would be eftimated at a very low. rate;
Of the things-fhe had acquired, ‘fome were
neceffary to. be unlearned ; others, to be of
anyivalue, kad great need of improvement;
and fhe wanted many of thofe agreeable
talents' which cannot be difpenfed with in
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good company, fo that her education was
aCtually to begin again. Thus, tobe able.
to figure without difgrace, in acircle of any
politenefs, this poor young creature was
~ obliged to betake herfelf anew to her ftu-
dies, which fhe imagined fhe had relin-
quithed for ever... Her gaiety; which
perhaps would have rendered her amiable,
was defiroyed by this conftraint: at home
fhe was fretful and paffionate 5 at court fhe
was abfent ; and in a little time jealoufy,
uniting with her ufelefs endeavours to gc-
quire perfetion, rendered her, who might
have been agreeable, had the not attempted
to go beyond her {phere, the moft mfup

portable being in the world.

. The princefs of Ratibor obferved thIS
with regret: fhe trembled when: any one
looked at, or converfed with her daughter;
and feduloufly- avoided every occafion of
‘ recalling to mind the talents of Imago, of
~ which fhe had formerly boafted. One day;-
however, fhortly after Imago’s appearance
at court, the converfation turned on mufic,

and particularly on the harp, ' Sophia then

7
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recolleting, that the fkill of Imago on that
- inftrument had once been brought into com-
parifon with the exquifite performance of
Ida, defired a fpecimen of her talents. The
young muficians were obliged to play in
competition ; and the comparifon was {0
much to the difadvantage of Imago, thar
~ the mother was vexed at her former gal-
conade, and could only offer in excufe, that
fo infignificant an accomplithment was un-
worthy the ftudy of a princefs, and fuited
only a perfon who perhaps intended to”
make it her profeffion, :
Ida was extremely mortified, not only
at the fuggeftion, that fhe defigned to em-
brace the occupation of a mufician, an oc-
. ¢upation held in thofe days in difrepute ;
but alfo at having been the unwilling inftru-
ment of humbling a young perfon by whom
fhe had never been offinded. On feeing
the young Munfter with her eyes caft on
the ground, one might have fuppofed that
fhe was the vanquithed party ; nor was it
poflible for her to enjoy, with cordiality, the’

applaufes fhe received. This incident led
Vor. 1. I
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her to feck lefs than ever to exhibit her
talents ; and as Imago did not provoke her
%0 it, they lived on good terms together.

After the various attifices; which the
princefs of Ratibor had employ ed to cruth
the young Munfter, it was reafonable to pre-
fume, from her known difpofition, that the
had conceived againft Ida the moft in-
veterate hatred : but the reverfe appeared
in her condu@. = She feemed entirely de-
voted to her, engaged her daughter in con-
verfation with her, invited her fometimes
1o dinner at her houfe, and at length re-
quefted her to give Imago fome leflons on
the harp; a requeft with which the com-
plied as readily, as the refufed with firmnefs
a very handfome prefent offered her on that
account.

Thus Ida fpent as much of her time at
Ratibor houft, as her duty at court: would
permit, She exerted herfelf to improve
the, talents of Imago, endeavoured fome-
tlmes to corret her temper, and fought to
mfpu'e her with. fentiments fuitable to her.
rank, But every. block of ‘marble is not
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calculated for the ftatuelof a!god: Imago

remained as {he was, and gave Ida.toun- "

derftand,  that the-had much rather fee her
as;a friend than asiinftrutrefs. .~ -

{A clofe intimacy- was foon formed: be- :

tween the two young:womens : There were*
moments when the differénce of their rank"

was entirely fargotten:z! they walked, they
played, they bathed: together, and it fome-
times happened. that they flept.in: the fame .
bed.. Mrs. Munfter was delighted: with:lai..

cqnnexion fo honourable; when Ida;men-

tipned it in ong; qf her yifits-to, her parents;-

“

but, hacr hofband ﬂaook his head, and recited -
the fable o'fwthc earthen vefilel and the brafs:
pot, which -he hadlearned of a monk.—:
s Eamxlxanue.s of thxs knrd,.” faid he, ““have:-
“fome, conccalc:d motive. - We are: led::

“jingenuoutly to.difclofe our thoughts, and. >
“ have afterwards, frequently reafon to re- -

“pent,it, . I am much, miftaken, - if the

“'xBrmcds1 have snot; already made fome-

“attempt to; learn your little fccrcts 2

~ % Secrets, my. dear father I faid Ida,v'

laughmv 1< I have none.” | L%
I2
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< Munfler held- up his’ ﬁntrer, and named
Herman.s, | ¢

96 e is true,” replied Ida,,with a: blufh,
¢ Imago has fometimes bantered me on that
«.name ; and I muft certainly have uttered
‘it in a dream, for awake it has never
«¢ efcaped my lips.” ety o35t

-« 1 would not have you mention it
¢ either fleeping or waking,” faid Munfter,
who could not help fmxlmg at the ﬁmphclty
of her anfwer. e

-¢¢ [ 'remember, however,” faid Ida, “a
¢ trick which the princefs played ‘me, and
¢« with which I was not at all pleafed. You
¢ know the prefent which the emprefs made
“'me of a lock of her hair. Since I have
¢ refided at court, I have avoided wearing
¢<lit publicly, as-fuch ‘an ornament would
“'have occafioned too much talk : but I
s“efteem that early pledge of my fovereign's
‘favour a thoufand times more than the
“‘moft coﬁlyjewels, and it is never out of
¢ my bofom, except when I bathe, On one
« of thefeoccafions, the princefs took itfrom |
¢ me fecretly : I miffed it: a little quarrel
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« arofe between us : fhe would not confefs
“ the theft : at laftI perceived the gold net-
“ work hanging from her neck, and I pulled
¢ it out of her bofom. = Still fhe would not
“ let it go, but held it in play, till | had re-
“ Jared the manner of my obtaining it. She
¢ feemed to me to have been already in-
« formed of this event by her mother, who, -
“ as I remembered, was prefent; and fhe
 was particularly prefling to know whar I
 intended to-do with fuch a fingular orna-
“¢ ment. | Upon this I laughed, and turned
% the matter, into a jeft. I believe, an-
¢ {wered I, that as long-as I fhall wear a
% part of the emprefs next my heart, fhe
‘ will always continue to love me.”

% A very extraordinary anfwer,” replied
Munfter, thaking his head. ¢ Be prudent
“ my child, and 2void too great familiarity
“ with perfons who, I have no doubt, mean
¢ you ill.”
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CHAPTER XVI..

THE prince, whom the mother of Tmago
had in view for her daughter, at length ar-
rived at Prague. He was a WeaIthy lord, of
great expedtations, ‘of the houfe of Vifconti.
Many fteps had already been taken : he had
been told of Imago’s beauty, with-the ufual
-exaggerations; butinall probabxhty he madc
a deeper impreffion upon het; than'fhe upon
himy for he faw her by the fide of Ida, Who
indeed, ih prefenceof the lattér, could have
any hopes of making a conquéft? and pam-
cularly the princefs of Ratibor, who wasin-
ferior to the generality 6f young women who
had any. pretenfions 'to “beautyl”’ Accord-
ingly the eyes of the prince were turned in-
ceffantly towards Ida. In vain'was he affidu-
oufly informed of ‘her want of birch. In
{pite of this circumftance, his intended could
with difficulty obtain from him a few care-
lefs glances, while he gazed on young Mun-
fter with fuch rapture, that fhe was difcon-
certed, and obliged to retire,
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From that moment fhe was no longer in-
vited to Ratibor houfe ; and Imago feemed
not to know her former friend, when fhe
met her at court. The prince repeated his
vifits, but without finding her whom he
fought. At length he faw her at coure, and
was as little cautious to conceal the impre{-
fion fhe had made on him, as the firlt time

. he beheld her. To no purpofe was he again
told, that this extraordinary girl was no other
than Ida Munfter : the name did not appear
‘to operate on him the effect that was expect--
ed, He continued to admire her, and fought
opportunities of fpeaking to her. In this .
however, he fucceeded not. Ida carefully
avoided him, for the had remarked the paf-
fion with which fhe had infpired him, and
was refolved not to liften to the propofals of
a prince, to the injury of her friend, and the
difparagement of Herman. The young

« Italian remained no longer at Prague than
was neceflary to convince him, that he had
nothing to hope from her whom he loved.
At his departure he negleéted even taking
leave of the princefs of Ratibor; and he

I4
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thought not for a moment during his refi-
dence at the court of Winceflaus, of the
honor intended him, by marrying him there,

Thus the fimple Imago, and her haughty
mother, once more faw their hopes difap-
pointed. They had carried matters fo far,
as already to have received the congratula-
tions of the court on the projeted match,
which augmented their humiliation on find- -
ing it broken off. :

All the difgrace of this failure was thrown
on the innocent Ida, who was no otherwife |
to blame, than in poflefing more beauty ,
than Imago, and the majority of her com-
panions. Ratibor and her davughter could
now fcarcely conceal the rage with which
they were inflamed ; and Ida would have
been terrified to death, could fufpicion have
entered into her heart, pure and exempt as
it was from treachery.

They, whom fhe fuppofed to be her
parents, felt very differently on this fubject.
Both were perfuaded, that-it would be im-
prudent to inftil fear into her mind; but
her perilous fituation was often the fubject
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of their difcourfe till midnight, and they

each feparately rook in fecret, the fteps they.

~ conceiyed moft proper to fecure the life and
honor of her who was fo dear to them. -

Mrs.Munfter was much more alarmed on
this occafion.than her hofband. She had a ve-

-ty bad opinion, of the prince of Ratibor, and
all his illuftrious houfe ; and fhe related a
hundred inftances, one more terrible than.
another, in order to fhew, that they who-bad
the misfortune to difpleafe'any of the family;, ;
frequently difappeared on a fudden, without
any perfon knowing:what became of them..
Might not the-unfortunate Ida experience
the fame fate? | And, in a dangerfo immi-
nent, what could remove thé appfehenfions
of a nurfe, who had for her the fentiments.
of the tendereft mother ?

‘Probably ‘many. of the ftories. which fo.
much difquieted’ Mrs. Munfter, were of; ttre-
nature of fairy tales, Wwhich were firmly: be-
lieved.in the days of: which.we arecwriting.
But alas !- the terrible phantams of the ima-
gination, have over weak minds, as much:
fway a$ realities ;. with this advantage on.

Ls
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thew fi ide, that the means, commonly chofen
to combat them, are calculated rather to
augment than diminifh the terror' they océa-
fion. - The anxiety of Munfter and his wife,
was increafed by'a report that had prevailed,
and which‘was fhortly conﬁrmed from the
“mouth of 'Ida, that the!'emperor’s journey
into 'Weftphalia; which had’beenlong talk:
ed 'of, 'was {oon to‘take place, and confe-
quently 1da, 1if! fhe followed ' the"'court,
would' be expofed inceffantly, “and" without
recourfe, ‘to the malice of her enemy.

The firft thought of ‘Munftery when he
heard this news, was to-take home his fup-
pofed daugliter. To. this his wife heartily
confented ; and Ida, whohad never any other
will, than the will of thofe whom fhe believ-
ed to be her parents, made no oppofition.

o1 It was propofed to the emprefs ; (but the
emprefs was now fo ftrongly attached to her
charming attenddnt, that it was impofiible to
think of 2 feparation ; and the reqaeft of
Munﬁer, which he made in perfon, was flatly
vefufed .. ... ¢ Lihank you, good old gen-
s tl-e_man, for having left me your daughter

a
2
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“{o long " faid Sophia, with her'wonted af- -
fability : « butif you take her from me now;
T thall fcarcely be obliged to you for the-
¢ paft; fince the time draws nigh, when her
“ affectionate cares and charming vivacity
 will be indifpenfible 5 when T fhall doubly
“ want her enchanting converfation, and hep:
‘“fkill on the harp, to drive from me the
* genius of melancholy.  Befides, you will
“ deprive her of the honour of finging to-
¢ your future prince, . the firft fong he will.
¢ hear in his cradie.”

This was attacking old Munfter on his:
weak fide. He found, that it was in vain tes
think of Ida’s return; and, as nothing could:
remove his uneafinefs, if he did not hear-of: -
her every day, he formed:a refolution, -of
which we fhall hereafter have occafion to.
fpeak, while his wife fecretly took anothers. !
In falt, the employed the two hundred gold:
erowns, the remainsof their buried treafure, .
in the execution of:a fcheme the had formed,,
and fhe delayed not taking the neceffary.
fteps with her.ufual Pprecipitancy. .
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The day fixed for the emperor’s depar-
ture arrived : but certain events happened,
~ unconnected with our hiftory, that obliged
him to remain fome time longer at Prague,
and to let the emprefs depart without him. ¥

The perfons who were to accompany
the emprefs, were affembled in the audience-
chamber to take leave, when a circumftance
occurred, that furprized every one, not ex-
cepting her whom it imenediately concerned,
Wi nceflaus had ‘already fpoken to the per-
fons of moft importance in the fuit of the
emprels, and thofe of lefs confequence
were, according to cuftom, to receive only
a general ‘mark of notice, when Ida, who
wasat that time amongft the crowd, was or-
‘dered to be called to him. |

¢ Are you lda Munfter ?” afked he.

Being anfwered in the affirmative, 2
private fecretary, on a motion from the em-
peror, putinto her hands a large parchment
patent, from which hung the imperial feal
I‘da‘bluﬂled, and appeared difconcerted.

* The motives of this journey feem to be 58 gene-

ral very obfcure, nor can we find any fatisfactory
account of it in contemporary hiftorians.
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¢ It isimpofiible,” faid Wincef{laus, ¢ that

¢ the favour I grant you, fhould appear

¢ more extraordinary to you, than it.does

¢ to myfelf : but one of my fubje&s has

¢ thought fit to folicit it, and I love them

¢« too well to refufe, to the humbleft of

¢ them, any thing that is pra&icable. Go :
¢ and be affured of my protection.”

Ida retired with amazement. Every
body crowded round her, eager te know the .
contents of this myfterious patent: but the
ran with it to the emprefs, who gave it to a

- chamberlain to read, which he did, to the
whole affembled court. The following
were its contents:

¢ We, Winceflaus, &c. take thee, Ida
¢ Munfter, under our imperial protettion ;
‘ and hereby declare all thofe refponfible
s for thy life and honor, on whom fhall
¢ fall the leaft fufpicion of having attempt-
ed them, Moreover we grant thee the pri-
vilege of not being condemned to death,
but by ouifelf in perfon, and of not be-

ing arraigned for any mifdemeanor, ex.
¢ cept before our own immediate tribunal,

(14
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¢ or thofe deputed to hold our place in the-
¢ criminal court,” &c.. i :

. Who does not perceive, in this proceed-.
ing, the affectionate precautioﬁ of Mrs..
Munfter? fhe was defirous of omitting no-
thing for the fecurity of her Ida, and in
confequence refolved to purchafe her the
immediate protection of the emperor. Win-
ceflaus, always ready to- grant what was
afked him in {o-becoming a manner, had:
direted, half drunk perhaps, the immediate
execution of this patent, which could not
but appear myfterious to all the world, and
~which proved more detrimental than ufefql.
to her, for whom it was obtained.

‘The perfons who were prefent at its re-
cital, beheld young Munfter with looks of
aftonithment and contempt : and it was una--
nimoufly agreed, that there muft be fome--.
thing extraordinary in her ftuation, for
fuch precaution to be neceffary. In the com-
mon courfe of things, innocence, it was
faid, needed no protector but itfelf: nor
did it appear that ‘any injurious fufpicions .
had ‘been entertained of 1da, or any intens
tion of profecuting her in any court.



OF UNNA. 403

. Young Munfter was not ' the  laft'to’ feel
that this fingular prote&lon ‘had a very un-
favourable appearance. “Without regarding
therefore, what the heard:whif‘p‘ered on all
fides, the approached ' the emprefs, “and
afkéd her permiffion, humbly to return the
moharch the patent he had granted her
[ afk no other fecurity,” added fhe,
« than that Whichevery one hasa rlght to
s expelt undér an equitable prince: I'defire
' +¢'no favours, but what I fhall be found to
< merit from the goodnefs of my miftrefs.””

«No, no,” cried Sophia, who faw the
affair 'in'a very different l‘ight' from the
Teft 'of thofe who 'were prefent: “ No, 'my
“<:child, T will keep'this inftrument for you':
“ and, if it ferve for nothing elfe, it will at
s leaft prove to your defcendants, that you
“ were an obje&t worthy the particular pro-
¢ tetion of your prince.”

This adventure became a general fub-
je& of converfation, and arrived at the ears
of Munfter, before Ida had an opportunity
of acquainting him with it. He readily
guefled at the author, and had a very ferious
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converfation with his wife, on the fingular

means which her attachment for her daugh.
ter induced. her toremploy. .~ Mrs; Munfter
confefled, that fhe had folicired the em.
peror’s protection for Ida : but declared at
the fame time, that the had never thought
of afking a written affurance of his pro-
mife, and much lefs a fecurity in the form
of a patent. Munfter, who had feldom
found his wife in a lie, believed her, and
fuppofed the fingularity to be of the num-
ber of thofe inconfiderate ations; that the
fumes of wine {o often canfed Winceflaus
to commit. . For ourfclves, we are inclined
to confider the circumftance rather as a trick
of Dame Fortune, who meant to produce
~from. it the moft extraordinary adventures,.
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CHABTER « XVl

IDA went to take leave of her parents.
Her mother burft into tears ; bur her father .
thowed more firmnefs, and fpoke of the
pleafure of foon fecing her again. !

After affetionately bidding each other

‘adicu, they parted. .. .. The reader will
‘pardon me if, in this part of my hiftory, I
fpeak a little obfcurely of time and place.
. The want of fufficient documents muft be
my excufe. :

When the emprefs arrived at the end of
her journey, the time of her delivery ap-
proached. Sicknefs, or fome other reafon,
prevented the emperor from being prefent

at this grand event : but he had taken care,
that in his abfence, every thing fhould be
conducted in a manner fuitable to the birth
of an heir to his throne. The Bohemians
complained that this ill-timed journey
would deprive them of the happinefs of
hearing the firft cries of their future mo-
narch. By way of confolation, they were
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permitted to fend a deputation of the moft
confiderable perfons among them, to be
prefent at the delivery of the emprefs, and
‘affift at the baptifm of their young fovereign;
“for a prince it muft be at all events. No
perfon befide was invited to the ceremony,
except the duke of Bavaria, father of Sophia,
“and the count of W irtemberg, her godfather,

Thefe noblemen, and the loyal Bohemi-
ans, arrived at the day appointed, and every
thing was ready for celebrating the grand

“feftival, but the principal perfonage, the
_heir of Winceflaus, .on whofe account it
was made.

~ The withed for moment, however,
feemed daily to become more diftant, the
emprefs was attacked with a f{evere diftem-
_per, that reduced her to the laft extremity.
“All the country put up prayers for her
recovery; and at length fhe was delivered
of a dead daughter.

1 know not whether in thofe days it was
rare for fanguine. expectations to be difap.
pointed, or whether princes at leaft, were

‘exempt from fuch a misfortune ; but certain
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it s, that. this fad accident {pread fuch
alarm, that one would have fuppofed no-
thing fimilar to it had ever happened on
the face of the earth. The perfons who
_interefted themfelyes in the affzir, and So-
phia was fo beloved by the people, that no
jone was mdxﬁ'ercnt where fhe was concerned,
zwere divided chiefly into two parties. One
fattempted to dxfcover the prefages of this
event, the other to conjeture what had
Jbeen. -its . caufe, -while few thought of the
confequences it might produce. :
The art of interpreting prefages of futu- ,
zityy pwas: thén a prime article of faitht;
and he wounld have been in an awkward pre-
\dicament, ' who fhould have ventured tos
icontradi@ thofe who ‘attributed -to the ftill -
born princefs, all the ‘comets and extraordi-
‘nary: meteors that had'been feen in the fir-
,3mément for ten years before. - They who
fet themfelves to inveftigate the caufe, of
what had difappointed the hopes of a whole
‘pt0p1c, ‘were ftill lefs’ dlfpofcd to be jefted
with'; and ih their eyes it would have been a
crime but to fdfpe& that the misfortune was
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owing to a long journey, undertaken in an

“advanced ftate of pregnancy, the unfkilful-
_nefs of the phyficians, or the laft fit of rage
into which the emprefs was thrown, when
fhe learnt, by letters from Prague, that Su-
fanna, whom fhe had been affured by
Winceflaus he had finally difmiffed, had
again made her appearance, publicly filled
her place, occupied her apartments, and

_ framed projeéts on her approaching death,
which the trufted would be the confequence
of her fituation. :

Reafons of this fort were too trivial in
the opinion of our fages. Their inquiries
went much farther. According to them,

» nothing but forcery could have operated
this event. It was neceffary, that the arm
of juftice fhould put a fpeedy ftop to the
evil, that it might not extend farther, and
reach even the facred perfon of Sophia,
who was ftill between life and death. Al
the emprefs’s houfchold were imprifoned,
even to the princefs of Ratibor, Ida alone
(,'except‘ed. She was left undifturbed in ber
-apartment, and had nothing te complain of;
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except that the was not permitted to attend
her beloved mift:efs, who every moment
called for her in vain, and declared, that,
without, her dear Ida, fhe could neither live
nor die.

The examinations were taken with fpecd
and rigour before the duke of Bavana, and
th_e count of’ertemberg, who had been too
much habituated to the fufferings of others,
and were too good chriftians, to thew any
mercy. in an affair of witchcraft. Strict,
however, as were the exammanons, all the'
ladies who had been taken up, were dif-
miffed on the .Arft interrogatory. Even
the princefs of Ratibor, received not the
flighteft reprimand, for having been fo -
negligent of the emprefs’s fafety, as to per-
mit the delivery of the letter, of which we
have fpoken above. It was known that fuch
a letter had been received ; it was known,
that immediately on reading it, Sophia had
fallen into a fivoon, which was followed by
convulfions ; and from that moment to her
delivery the had continued in extreme dan-
ger: but to this no attention was paid ;.
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they fought Only to difcover the fupernatu-
ral means, which muft have been employed
to deprive Sophxa and her infant of life;
and of thefe the ladies of the emprefs had
been found to be perfectly 1nnocent

Ida ﬁncerely pmed her unfortunater‘
compamons, for havmc 1ncurred the flight-
elt fufpicion of a practice fo Jetefable, in
which fhe, Tike the reft of her comempora-t
nes, had the firmeft belief. Such a fufpl-
cion fhe thouaht the could not herfelf havc
firvived an mﬁan?: She. conﬁdered her-
felf happ) to have’ been the’ only one ex-
cepted ; ‘and hoped, that fhe fhould foon
be permitted to fee her dear mlﬁtefs,
when fhe learnt, that the prmcefs of Ra-
t%or and ‘the ‘other ladies had been fec
at hberty, and ‘were ‘as  prefent cngaged
in’ their formcr employments about her
perfon

One mormnc as fhe was dreﬁ'ng, in or-
der to be ready if the emprefs fhould fend
for her, éne of her women cntered wlth
looks of horror and defpau, holdmg n hﬂ
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hand a paper, which fhe feemed defirous of
giving her ; but fcarcely had fhe taken two
fieps in the room, when fhe tottered and fell
fenfeles on the floor. Ida ran to her
affiftance, and perceived her name on the.
paper, which lay on the ground. Curiofity
got the better of her compaffion, and fhe
read what follows. But no, fhe read ir not,
for at the fecond line fhe fell by the fide of
her fervant.

Judge, reader, whether the had not rea--
fon to defpair,

¢ TO IDA MUNSTER.

¢ Ida Munfter ! forcerefs! accufed of
“ murder, of high treafon ! appear! We,
‘“ the fecret avengers of the Eternal, cite
¢ thee within three days before the tribunal
“of God ! appear ! appear !”

¢ Good Heavens !” exclaimed Ida, when
by the affiftance of her woman fhe was
brought'to herfelf : ¢ did I fee clearly ? give,
“ me that note.” She read it, it fell from
her hands : and pale and trcmbhng the fat,
down on her chair.

23
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The fervant then related, that in the
morning fhe had found the parchment nait
ed to the door that led to I1da’s apartment :
at firlt fhe paid no attention to it, becaufe
fhe could not read ; but the people, who
were affembled in crowds, informed her of
its contents, and ordered her, with threats,
to carry it to, the perfon to whom it was
addrefied.

Ida liftened to her tale, half dead with
fear, and fcarcely knowing what fhe heard.
Had fhe been more collected, fhe would
have perceived, in the looks of thofe about
her, an indignation and contempt, which
would have appeared to her extraordinary
from perfons by whom fhe had been incef-
fantly flattered,

e God! what have I done ? and what
am I now ro do ?” cried Ida, clafpmg her
hands, and lifting her eyes to heaven.

“ What you have done,” faid her wo-
men, ¢ js beft known to yourfelf s and as
¥ to what you have now to.do, it is not for
“ us ro advife. We muft inftantly leave

€¢ you, left the vengeance of Heaven fhould .
¢ purfue us alfo,”
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¢ And will you too abandon me ?” faid
Ida to the young woman who had brought:
her the billet, and who, affected by her
ficvation, had thrown herfelf at her fccr,
and watered them with her tears.

¢ Tell me in what I can ferve you, and
“ 1 will ftay.”

 Run to the princefs of Ratibor, and

“ tell her —— tell her only —— yet tell
“her all: defcribe to her my diftrefled
“ fituation ; let her advife me what to do,
“ God only knows what has brought on me
“ this calamxty 22

The young woman went, and foon re-
turned, bringing back for anfwer, that the
princefs knew no fuch perfon.

In like manner Ida fent to feveral other
ladies of the. icourt, and equally to no pur-
~pofe. She then recollected the duke of
Bavaria, and the count of Wirtemberg, who
“had always fhewn a regard for her. To
them (he fent alfo, and received for anfwer,
that the muft have recourfe to God, if her
confcicnce were pure; as to advice, they
eould give her none, except that of not

‘Vor.1. K



204 HERMAN

failing to appear in compliance with the ci
tation, as, at any rate, her life was at Rtake,
¢ Appear ! 'faid Ida: ¢ where muft'1
< appear? Did you afk where the fecret -
¢ tribunal is held ?”*
- The girl was filent. -

« My life too at ftake !” exclaimed the
unfortunate Ida, after ‘a long and gloomy
filence. ¢ Heavens! what have T done?
“ Am I not innocent ?”

. “ God-fend you may be:” anfwered her
woman, fobbing.

“ Yes, I call Heaven to w1tnef's that I
¢ am. Ifiear it by him who lives for ever.”

- 'Having remained fome time on her knees,
covering her face with her hands, and feem-
ingly in prayer, fhe at length arofe, and con-
tinued thus :— What faid the ‘count of
¢ Wirtemberg ? Was it not that I muft feck
¢¢ confolation from God ?” Be it fo.. ** God
has already comforted me ; he will com-
fort me ftili more by the mouth of his
minifters, Give me my hood : 1 wili go
to church, and confefs myfelf The re- |

¢ verend father John wx]l ull me what to
& do.. : 5
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« Oh ! do not run fuch a ritk : the peo-
« ple are excited againft you, and may do
¢ you fome mifchief.”
L Give me my: hood I may itk cvcry
¢ thing, for what have 1 to lofe ?”? ‘
« No doubMt will be ufelefs for- me o
< gttend you.”
% Do as you pleafe.”
Ida fet off, withont ence looking round'
her. She muffled -herfelf up as much as
_poffiblein her.hoad, thatifhe might not be
known. At every corner the heard her
name ‘coupled -with imprecations.  The
people feemed better informed than herfelf
of what fhe was accufed.  The appellations
of wrerch,  criminal, forcerefs, paffed from
~maouth: to mouth, without furtherexplana-
. tion, at laft fhe gathered ifrom fome few ex-
preflionsthat dropped from acompany walk-
ing before rher, that the erime with which
fhe was charged awas; committed againft her
dearef} friend, heradored:Sophia. More thén
once-the ‘was nearfinkingitoithe earth, her
 legsifailed her,:andfhe was iobliged tolean
againft the wall. :
- K2
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SWhen fhe arrived at the church, where
ghe fought counfel and confolation from the
only friend fhe had left, (her confeflor,)
pight was advancing. Silently fhe paffed
:along the gloomy cloitters of the hallowed
fane, and placed herfelf in an obfcure corner,
to wait for father John. Whether this father
John was the famous confeflor of the em- '
prefs, St. John Nepomucenes, whofe name is
ftill fo celebrated for his difcretion, our me=
moirs do not inform us: St. Nepnmucenes
‘himfelf however, could not have given more
ftriking proofs of his love of taciturnity,
than did our father John, when this afflicted
finner, orfaint let us rathercall her, Jaid open
40 his view the inmoft recefles of her heart.

She concealed nothing from him ; fhe
wept, fhe fighed, fhe afked his counfel ——
and @till he was ifilent. She urgently im-
plored him to beftow on her one word, one
fimple word of confolation, After a long
paufe, he ventured to fay: “Goj clear
¢ yourfelf from the crime of which you are
& accufed, and then 1 will grant you abfo-
¢ [ution,” x
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‘6¢ But what muft I do? I am cited to

the bar of juftice by I know not whom

I am to make my appearancc L know noﬁ
where.”

i8¢ IAppear.”
~ ¢¢ And who will be' my judges ?”
_ ¢ Thofe terrible unknown mortals, who

86

render juftice in fecret.”
¢ Wheredo they aflfemble

- * BEvery where, and no where.”

Ida, bathed in tears, ceafed to queftion .

this flinty-hearted prieft ; and he rofe to go
away.

¢, Have pity on mc‘ have pity on. me I’”

- eried fhe, holding him by his gown: ¢ it is

§¢
L&3
L1

(39

€

now night : grant me an afylum till the
morping in this convent, or give me at
leaft a guide to conduét me home in

¢ fafety.”
¢ The holy fifters who dwell here will

not receive you, nor will any one accome

pany you.”
Ida covered her f'ace with her hood,. and:

wept afrefh. A moment after, fhe looked:
reund, and found herfelf alone, The great.

K3
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lamp fufpended from the centre of the
church fhed a feeble light. Rifing, fhe
walked with trembling fteps through the
windings of the facred vaults, and by the
leaft frequented ftreets of the city, till fhe
arrived at her own habitation. She nolonger
wept ; a kind of torpid infenfibility had feiz-
ed her faculties.  She called'to her fervant
to bring a light ; no one anfwered. She en-
tered the anti~chamber, and the apartments
of her women: they were empty.—“I am
s rotally abandoned, then,” faid fhe, as the
entered her own chamber. ¢ Heavens!
< Low have I deferved this fate ?  Is there
« no difference between accufation and con- |
“ viction? Am I in reality guilty > They
fay, that itis pofiible to fin without know-
“ ing it. Yes,yes, it muft be fo, and [am
_ ‘¢ certainly a guilty wretch, fince every one
¢ confiders me 4s fuch, and the holy father
¢ Joho has refufed me abfolution.” ,
Ida was in that terrible fituation, from
which there is buta ftep to madnefs and de-
fpair, when fhe heard an indiftin&t noife in”
the anti-chamber. The door opened and
fome one called her by her name,
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« Who is there? and what is thy er-
¢ rand ?” faid fhe, in a voice more of
alarm and horror, than of anger.

¢ Ida ! my poor unhappy Ida !” continu-
ed the firanger, in accents of the moft ten-
der affection.

Ida rofe from the floor, on which fhe
was lying. The figure, which was then
difcernible, by means of a lantern it carricd,
approached nearer.

¢« Who art thou? Art thou one of thofe
¢ terrible and unknown bcmgs, who ren-
¢ der juftice in fecret 2"’ :

« Do you then no longer know me?
¢ Do you not know your father 2" cried the
perfon who entered ; and faying this, he
rendered the light of his lantern more vivid,
threw off his cloak, and clafped her in his
embrace :

« My father! my favnour' angel fent
¢ from heaven !” were the words ﬂ)e had
juft time to articulate, before fhe fainted in
his arms.

Ka
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JCHAPTER XVIIIL

IS there a fenfation to which the human
heart is fufceptible fironger or more de-
lightful than that which it experiences,
- ‘when, plunged in the abyfs of defpair, it

perceives the approach of a friend ? But to
enjoy this the mind of Ida was too much
opprefled! fhe was ready to fink under her
misfortunes. L.etus, indeed, confider what
fthe had fuffered in the fpace of one fhort
“day ; and then judge how great muft have
been her furprife, to find herfelf, at the |
moment that fhe thought the whole world
had abandoned her, clafped in the embrace
of a father!

S e poﬂib}c ! faid fhe at laft, when
the was ablé to fpeak : * Is it pomble ¢ or
$amil dna dream ? My father here, and
¢ at fuch a moment !”

*“ Could 1da then think, that he would

¢ leave her for an inftant in fufpicious
« hands, without watching over her? No,
*“ I fet off from Prague at the fame time
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OF UNNA. 21%
with yourfelf : T have followed you'every:
where: I have obferved your very ftep ::-
I would not let you know I was near;,
that I might judge of your condut when'
wholly left to yourfelf. . Ia like manner
I -had refolved to accompany you on
your return, without giving you the leaft
reafon to fufpet it: and I fhould have ex-
ecuted my refolve, had you not received:
this unexpeéted ftroke.” i
¢ O God.! a ftroke indeed! a: firoke:
that will coft me my life I
¢« That will coft you your life! ... An:
excellent-mode truly of defending your
innocence ! ..... . No, Ida, you fhall live
to cover with fhame your accufers,  who ’
with to. fee you die as a malefactor |”
¢ And who are my accufers.£”

- I have fought to difcover them: from

the moment 1. knew. that you had been:
cited before the fecret tribunal. The
whole day. I. have been in quett. of infor-
mation, mixing in.the crowd, and.wan-
dering from-place to place, to learn.what
might be your crime.. What I have been
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w alble to learn s, that, when the ladies
¢« of ‘the ewiprefs were interrogated, the
s¢ princefs of Rafiborfound no better means
‘& of proving her innocence, with refpe to
¢ Sophia’s ‘unforrunate labour, than by ac-
#¢ cufing you. Her depofition was rumeutr-
¢ ed abroad: it was faid, that fhe had
¢ anfwered for all the ladies ‘prefent under
< the moft folemnioath’s but that there was
<t one abfent, who, if apl%aran'ces-could be
«'grulted, was certainly the culprit.  The
¢ motives of heér 5fufpi‘cion were afked 3 but
% po-one could inform me what they were :
¢ Tonly heard, that you were to be brought
%€ 10 trial, and that the judges ‘teftified'much
“< furprifé and'indignation, thiat youw alone,
of all the'ladies of the ‘emprefs, ‘had ‘not
been taked up’and interrogated.”
* Ida liftened with locks of anxiety and
diftrefs, but made no reply ‘-M,unﬁer»eon-
Binted e AAULITE- 307 » .
ESilidire hlﬁory of “that “Tetter -of protec-
4 ‘tion ‘granted you by the emperor, at’ the
% requeft of my imprudent wife, was at
t lepgth mentioned with fuéh comments as

ot
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¢ you may eafily conceive.. The judges
« Jooked at one another ! ¢ Have we need.
% of any better proof #’ cried they. ¢ Why
« feek an extraordinary protection if fhe
s were innocent ? Why with to prevent her
¢ being brought before the cuftomary tri-
< bunals, if not confcious of fome fecret
¢ crime, that, if known, would expofe her
¢ to the fword of juftice? Ought fhe, how--
¢ ever, on that account, to remain unpu=-
¢ nifhed My information reaches no far-
<¢ ther, and I know not what has been fince
< determined : but I have been aflured,
¢ that the judges did not feparate till mid-
¢ night, after having pledged themfelvcs
¢ by an oath to fhow you no favor.”

Ida hid her face in her father’s bofom,.
«and wept.—* Go on, go on,” faid (he, fob-
‘bing : “ continue to pierce my heart,. with
4 the relation of my dreadful misfortune.”

< My child, it is neceflary that you
« fhould know all. How, otherwife, will.
¢ _you be.able to defend yourfelf 2.

_ % Apd why, innoceat as Iam, muft X
« defend mylelf atall ¥ Why, regardicls of
K6

|
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““ my letter of protetion, am I cited before
“ 2 court of juftice :”

“You are not cited before any civil
““¢ court, but before the grand tribunal of -
¢ God. And fear you to appear before
¢ the Almighty ?”

“ Ah, were he to be my judge!” ex-
claimed Ida, ftretching her hands to Hea-
‘ven, with a look that fpoke the puri-
ty of an angel. “ Were God to be my
“ Judge....!”

“ Well then, fubmit to your fate with
“ that confoling hope. 'Thofe unknown
“ perfons who render juftice in his name,
 will be your judges: they were the only
** ones before whom you eould be cited.
“* Have you forgotten the words contained
*“ in your letter of protection > ¢ We grant
“C thee the priviledge of not being arraigned for
any mifdemeanor, except before our immediare
tribunat, or thofe deputed to hold our place in
*¢ 1he criminal cours.”

“ Alas! 1 did not comprehend them :?
replied Ida, who found few motives of con-
felation in her father’s difcourfe.

£«
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« Do you think, that men who have
taked an oath the moft folemn to judge
with impartiality, wxll not dlfcover your
innoeence ?” :

« I will think any thing you pTeafe"’

-replied fhe, with a faint and dejeed voice:
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but of this I am very fure, that I fhall
die, if I muft appear alone bcfore thofe
terrible judges.”

« You thall not : I will accompany you.”
¢ But whither ?  Where do they hold
their feflions? Father John tells me,
every where and no where, What does
he mean #” - ;
¢ In reality, no ene has yet feen the
place where they affemble : but as you
muft appear, no doubt fome means will be -
found of condu&ing you to your judges;
and to this purpole I will employ the
two days we have left.”

< But, to whom will you addrefs your-
felf, fince you. are uninformed who are
the members of this fociety 2

« God knows, I am acquainted with
none of them 3 yet this I know, that they
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¢ exift in the midft of us under a thoufand
¢ different forms, without our fufpeéting
$¢ them : they walk by our fides, eat at our
¢ tables, and we are ignorant of ir. My en-
4« guiry however will reach the ears of fome
& one or other of them, and he will m-
$¢ ftruét me what is to be done.”

In this manner did they converfe, Ida
fitting by her father’s fide till morning.
“Sometimes an extreme palenefs overfpread
her countenance : then her :burning cheek
and inflamed eye befpoke the fever with
swhich the was confumed. The old man
was alarmed for her life. He at length
sprevailed on her to drink a fmall glafs of
‘wine, into which he had fecretly intro-
«duced -fome narcotic tinéture, and fhe fell
. afleep. - [Having placed her gently on a
couch, he fhut the door, and departed be-
fore it was quite day-light, to endeavour to
difcover.what:he fo much withed to learn.
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CHAPTER XIX,

SO powerful was the operation of the
foporific, that Ida pafled the whole day in
fleep, and awoke noytill her father arrived,
juft at the approach of night. - He induced
‘her ‘to take fome -nutriment, which he
brought with him; “and fﬂeep ‘having calm-
€d her pertutbation, ‘her ftrength appeared
fomewhat recovered, " "Finding ‘her fuffi-
ciently calm to hear the pefult of ‘his inqui- _
ies, ‘he thus!began:

“'We are in a country, which 'is ‘the
«¢ chief feat of the fecrer tribunal. It is
“¢ ot {o difficult ‘as Toat firft imagined, to
*¢ oain information ofwhat moft imports us
#¢ «to' know, ‘Citations of the 'nature of.
¢ yaurs, are not extraordinary here: ‘and
*¢ inftances are not wanting ofv-peop]e;who
“ hawe efcaped the hands of thefe dreadful
¢« avengers, or been acquitted bv them. Tt
%€ 15 deemed, Jamitold, a -mark of infinite
 honor, to be procl'umed innocent by
“<ithem. 1'have heard a firange adventure
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of a gentleman of this country, of the
name of Conrad Von Langen*, who has
hitherto been purfued in vain by the fe-
cret tribunal, which has not been able to
lay hold of him.”

¢ And is it not equally poffible-for me
to efcape 2

¢ You cannot, you ought not to attempt
it, for you are innocent. As to Conrad,
I know not whether he be guilty or not ;.

. nor does. the enquiry concern us. I men-

tion him only, becaufe, on hearing his
ftory, it came into my head to endeavour
to {peak to him, or ene of his people, in

~order to learn what we are fo anxious to:

know. By unexpected good luck Ifound
that his maitre-d’hotel was my ancient
comrade in the army, the good Walter of

~whom you have heard me fpeak, who
_at the furprife of Bern had the misfor-

tune to lofe his hand, and was in con--

fequence obliged to guit the profeffion of
arms. He has told me a great many. cir=.

* According to other hiftorians, Joha Von Langea..
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cumftances of the fecret tribunal, but his

difcourfe was fo obfcure, fo interlarded
with broken expreffions, and half formed
fentences, that I know not what to think
of him. There were, he informed ‘me,
perfons of various defcriptions, knights
and their efquires, citizens, as well as
nobles, in its fervices. Perhaps he be-
longs to it himfelf. Be that, however,
as it may, he affured me, that its dread-
ful fummoners were commonly obliged
to refort to force to bring before them
the perfons who were accufed ; that it was
rare for a culprit to appear on the firft
citation ; that they who waited for a fe-
cond, or a third, were apprehended
wherever they were found ; but that thofe
who appe‘ared at the firt, as you, my
dear Ida, will do, had the advantage of
infpiring a prefumption of their inno-
cence, and were treated with greater le-
nity. And finally, that the only way of
difcovering where the fecret tribunal af-
fembled, was to repair, three quarters of
an hour after midnight, to that part of
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“ the town where four ftreets meet, and
¢ where was always to be found a perfon
¢ who would lead the accufed blind-folded
% before the judges.”

$¢ ], thanked him for his information,
¢ anditold him that you would carefully ob-
¢¢ f{erve his diré&tions, and that I was deter-
¢ mined to accompany you., Walter, up-
¢ on this, looked me ftedfaftly in the face,
« and afked if I were one of them. Not
knowing what was his drift, I made no
“ anfwer. He looked at me again with ftill
‘¢ greater earneftnefs, uttering fome inco-
¢ herent words which I did not underftand.
¢« Stll I was filent. € Well,’ refumed he,
“ after a moment’s paufe, ¢ we fhall fee
¢ whether you will be permitted to accom-
_pany her. At any rate, however, you
¢ may be certain fhe will arrive in fafety at
“¢ the place of deftination ; the reft depends.
$¢ on her innocence.”

Whence could proceed the fort of tran-
quillity, which this myfterious tale of Mun«
fter imparted to Ida? for certain it is that:
- #he felt xelieved from the load that opprei--
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fed her, fpoke! of her fituation with com-
pofure, formed - arrangements refpeéting
the manner in which fhe fhould conduét
herfelf, and fought to penetrate the ob-
fcurity in which fhe was involved., It
feemed no longer impofible to her to fup-
port, her misfortune, to face her accufers,
and yet furvive the fhock.

Was it that Ida really difcovered rea-
fons for hope in what fhe had heard ? Or
was it with her, -as with a multitude of
~ others, who fink at the firft guft of an ap-

proaching ftorm, but gradually lifc up their
“heads, as the objet of their terror betomes
familiar to them?® Or was it, laftly, that
there are benevolent Genii ever ready to
adminifter to their favourites, when their
fufferings become too po:gnanr and mmgle
in the cup of bitternefs fome drops of hea-
venly confolation ¢ i
Whatever were the caufe,  Ida fﬂddcnly
became tranquil ; fhe enjoyed, during the
night, the peaceful flumbers of innocence,
while her father fat watching by her pillow,
.and for the two following days fhe remain-
ed in the fame happy flate,



222 HERMAN

At length the night, lately fo much
dreaded, approached, but brought wiih it
no other terrors, than what a light fupper,
which the old man had provided, affifted
by a glafs of wine, were fufficient to difpel.
Could their enemies have witneffed the
ferenity of thefe two vi@ims of fo cruel a
fate, it would have infpired them with fen-
fations of envy: their converfation was
‘even gay. ;

Time pafled on. The clock ftruck
twelve, and they fearcely feemed to notice
it.  “ When the moon is over yon fteeple,
¢ it will be time for us to be gone,” faid
Munfter, leoking out of the window. Their
converfation, however, prefently flackened,
and at length ceafed. The fears of Ida be-
§3n to return. — ¢ How my heart beats!”

faid fhe, laying her hand en her bofom.
~ Shetwalked up and down the room with
‘agitation.—<¢ Where,” faid fhe, s the

“ moon now ”——¢]¢is . .. Take your

¢ hood, my child, and let us depart.”’—
¢ Yet one momeént,” fhe replied : and fall-
.ing on her knees, fhe fighed a fhort prayer,
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while Munfter re-cchoed her: fighs. She
then put on her hood, and thcy hurried out
of the houfe.

S:lently they walked through the ftreets,
in which not a perfon was to be feen. The
knees of ida trembled with cold, while her
cheeks were fluthed with the crimfon of
fever. They arrived at the great fteeple of
St. Bartholomew’s, where me: four large
ftreets leading to the extremitirs of the city.
¢ Behold, my father, the defignated plaze !”
faid Ida, with a faultering voice. The
moon fhone on the fpot, while a deep fha-
dow caft its gloom over the diftant avenues,
Near them, in one of the fireets, they faw
a man approaching, with flow and folemn
fteps, whom the dim light of the moon, and
the terrors of Ida transformed into a giant.
He was wrapt in a kind of mail, fo as that
his eyes were only vifible. He accofted

them.— Who are you?” faid he.—** Ida
% Munfter and her father.”
@1t is the former I feek, Thc other
“ may thhdraw. -
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% No, Twillnot withdraw 1 will follow
.“nhbr wher ver fhe goes.” .

« You will follow her ? that depends on
L the manner in ‘which you fhall anfwer'the
¢ following ‘quéftions. What are the names
= of ithefe four fireers? “That which is en-
« lightened by the moon I myfelf call fire;
®¢ that ‘in‘the thade sron*. What are the
% pther two?” |

To 'this unintelligible queftion Munfter
‘made no reply.
- & Begone,” faid ‘the man in the mafk:
¢ ‘thou ‘doft not belong to us.”

“¢Muft I then quit you, my father;
*¢‘muft I'quit you'?” exclaimed Ida, fobbing.

"The franger tore her from the arms of
:Munﬁer, and pufhing him awayfomewhat
Tudely, * Go,” faid he, in a tone of voice
‘too ‘gentle to’ affort with the aéion that

_* * The ufual words by which the- members of the
fecret tribunal recognized each other were fleil, /feity
gras, grein: in Englith, fecp, flone, grafs, groan, It
is’faid, "however, that, on various occafions, other
words were employed. St. Pfeffinger, Vol IV. p:

400. afferts that the firft word fhould be fock (in
* Englifh fech) not fleil.
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accompanied it: ¢ you may fafely truft
¢¢ your daughter to my care.”

¢ Whofe s that voice ?” faid Munfter to
himfelf, as he feated himfelf under the. por~
tico of the church. <« It is furely familiar
¢ to me.” Meanwhile Ida was led off by
_ her conductor, who turned once more to-
wards Munfter, made a fignal to him not to
follow, and was foon out of fight.
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CHAPTER XX.

COURTEOQUS reader, thou wifheft, no
doubr, to accompany this innocent maiden
" before her judges: but would it be fafe for
me to intrcduce thee to a place which no
-profane eye has yet explored ?  Rather let
us fit down with honcft Munfter in the
porch of St. Bartholomew’. Look ; the
moon has difappeared, the dawn begins to
peep, we fhall foon hear news of the obje&
of our anxiety.
Munfter was as firmly perfuaded as you

and I can be, that the whom he called his

daughter was innocent.  Walter had affur-
ed cim, the preceding day, that if the were
found guilty he would never fee her more,
as thele avengers of God caufed the fen-
tences they pronounced to be executed on
the fpot : but he had added, that if there
were the leaft profpcét of her juftifying her-
felf, the would be fafely brought back to
him in the morning, by the perfons into
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whofe hands he fhould commit her at night
at the juntion of the four ftreets.

Firmly relying on the innocence «f Ida,
the veracity of Walter, and the juflice of
the fecret tribunal, he waited with tranquil-
lity, and he waited not in vain; for, ere the
inhabitants of the neighbouring houfes were
awake, his daughter was in his arms,

¢ Thou art reftored to me, then !” cried
Munfter : “ thou art reftored to me ! -thou
“ artinnocent !”
~ “ 1 am indeed innocent ; I fwear it by
¢ that God, who is my fupreme judgr;
“ though no one will as yet declare me fo.
“ —=Alas! your poor Ida is reftored to you
“but for a fhort time. The avenging
“{word, ftill fufpended over her head,
“hangs but by a thread. It is required
“that I fhould juftify myfelf; and how
“fhall I be able to do this, fince there is
“ every appearance againft me? Oh! my
“ father! & P

Her fobs prevented her faying more;
and leaning on the arm of Munfter, they
filently walked towards their home. Ar-

Yon . L
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. rived there the fat down breathlefs, and
refting her head on her hand, wiped her
tears as they flowed under her hood.

< Tell me, my dear child, what has
<¢ paffed : conceal nothing from me.”

¢« Alas! I have- not long to remain with
¢« you. Asa particular favour I am per-
& mitted to take up my refidence with the
« Urfulines, for a fhort time, till my affair
« is finifhed, and I am again fummoned be-
« fore my judgés. Do not grieve, my dear
e father,.you may fee me there, I have
¢ afked lcdve to receive your vifits.”

‘Mounfter prefled her hand with the ear-
neftaefs of anxious affeétion, and again con-
jured her to relate her ftory.

« How fhall I defcribe to you what I
s< felt, when torn from your arms by my
¢ condu@or? I thought I fhould have expir-
¢ ed: yet a certain fomething, that I can-
<« not deferibe, prefently infpired me with
« confidence. You muft yourfelf bave
« perceived, that the man in the mafk treat-
¢ ed me neither with cruelty or even

« harfhnefs ; his voice was gentle: by the
3 I
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¢« ed to be echoed back by ﬂlrroundipg
¢ yaults, At length we defcended thirty
_ < fteps, which I counted, I know not why ;
¢ and my veil being taken off, I found my-
¢ {elf in a dark dreary place, where at firft
¢ [ could diftinguith nothing. Finding
« myfelf exiremely fatigued, my conductor
¢ permitted me to fit down on a ftone.—
« By degrees my eyes became familiarifed
¢ 1o the obfcurity of the place, and I found
< myfelf at the entrance of a large {quare.
¢« Whether I were in the country or not,
« I cannot fay: but all around: me, as far as
« my view could penetrate, I beheld lofty
« yaults; and over my head the ftarry fky-
<« At a‘diftance I obferved, by the light of
¢¢ torches, which, though there 'were manys
< but feebly illumined the vaft fpace, fepve
« ing fcarcely more than to render darknefs
< yifible, human figures drefled in black,
¢« fome of whom came towards-us, and join-~
s ed my conduor. They were all mafked
< like him, and converfed only by figns
¢ intermingled with a few abrupt wordsy
¢ Every moment their number increafed ;
5
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« and apparently there were feveral hun-
¢ dred of them. The filence that pre-
““ vailed in this affembly; interrupted only
“ by my tears and fighs, appeared incom-
¢ prehenfible to me. -
“On a fudden I heard the doleful
“found of a bell.- Three times was it
¢ ftruck ; and as often did my heart quake
¢ within me. The place was now more
-¢ enlightened, and I perceived a circle
¢¢ compofed of feveral perfons in black, and
¢ mafked, who, I was informed by my con-
‘¢ ductor, were myjudges.—-¢ You will im-
¢ mediately be called upon :” faid he to me
¢ ina whifper : © if your confcience be clear
¢ prepare to anfwer with courage. Take
*¢ off your hood, you muft appear with your
¢ face uncovered.
¢¢ Scarcely had he done fpeaking, when
“ a voice more appalling than the found of
¢ the bell, cried out in a tone of authority :
¢ Ida Munfter ! forcerefs I accufed of murder,
“ of bigh treafin; appear ! We, the fecret aven-
¢ gers of 1he Invifible, cite 1hee before the juf~
“ tice of God! appear ! appear!
; iy Lg
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¢ Though thefe terriblc expreflions were
< not new to me,- I'cannot exprefs ‘the op-
<.preffion I felt at my heart on theit being
s« pronounced. . It continued indeed but for
¢« 2 moment 3 for the eonfcioufnefs of my
“ innocence infpired me with courage alnoft
¢ fuperpatural, . With countenance eret I

<<« flepped forward, and boldly looked round
« on the whole affembly, without tefii-
« fying the leaft fear.—¢ Tofuch a citation
* I ‘cught not to anfwer 3” cried I with a
« yoice ftrengthened by indignation. ¢ My
< name is Ida Munftet, but I am no crimi-
“nal.

% At this, he who appeared to be the
¢ chief of the tribunal, faid :—¢ Come near
¢ and liften to the complaints- that are ad-

~ < dneed againﬁ ybu, and the witneffes who
< atteft their truth.’ i

¢ I advanced, and'falling on my knees,
¢ ¢ ] fwear,” cried I, ¢ by him who lives for
s ever, that I am not a forcerefs; that I

¢ have affaflinated no one, that I have ne-
¢¢ yer committed the crime of high treafony
¢¢ and that all which the whitnefles have de-
- ¢¢ pofed againft me is falfe)’ :
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“The examination began: but O, my
« father ! how fhall I relate to you the fub-
« ftance of my accufation! Is it poflible,
¢ that the mereft triffes can be conftrued
% into crimes, or regarded at leaft as a pre-
¢ {fumption of crimes ?

= The firlt thing adduced againft me;
“¢¢ was the lock of the emprefs’s hair. Alas?
I was obliged to give it up, and the braid
¢ of goldnet:work, to which it was faftened,.
« is now a ufelefs ornament about my necks
¢ That precious remembrance which [ wore
% in my bufom, became one of the ftrongeft
< proofs againft me.— You remember, that
¢« yefterday in the dark, I fcratched my
s cheek, and fpotted my veil with blood :
¢« my judges prefumed, that it was the fame
¢ veil with which I had wiped the blood
“ from the neck of the emprefs on her wed-
¢ ding day, when fhe gave herfelf the flight
¢ wound you have heard me mention, and
« I was afked for what purpofe I carried
¢ fuch things abcut me. They afked, tor,
“ whether I had not faid to one of my

¢ friends, that the emprefs would be forced
L 4
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¢ to love me, as long as that lock of her
¢¢ hair remained next my heart: and ac-
¢ cufed me of having fo fafcinated her,
¢ that fhe could not be happy without me
¢« and my harp for a fingle day; as a proof
¢ of which they alledged, that lately, dur-
s ing her illnefs, fhe had confeflfed it was
s« impoffible for her to live, or even to die
- *¢ without me. :
« <Did fhe fay fo?’ cried I, with rap-
« ture. ¢ Matchlefs woman ! why cannot
¢« | fee her once more? Why, if 1 muft
¢ die, cannot I die at her feet?’ .. .. Si-
¢ lence was impofed on me, and the inter-
< rogations continued.
¢« | was afked, whence came the riches
¢ of my father and mother, after they had
¢ Joft by fire all they poffefled ; by what
¢ fupernatural means [ had been warned
¢¢ that the conflagration would happen;
¢ why I had not the humanity to acquaint
« the people of the city, and my parents,
“ with the circumftance, but had carried
“ my wickednefs {o far, as to abandon them
“ to their fate, and fave only myfelf; and
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- % what was become of the chevalier Het-
“ man of Unna, on whom I had caft a fpell,
“ to make him in love wich me, whom I
¢ had fo deprived of the ufe of his reafon,
¢ that he had wandered about the country
« for three days together, without knowing
¢ what he did, and whom in all probability
% 1 had afterwards caufed to be affaffinated.

¢« At the mention of Herman affuffinat-
“ ed, I fell fenfelefs on the ground. After
¢ they had brought me to myfelf, I began
¢ loudly to lament his death. O heavens! -
¢¢ if it fhould be true that he is dead !”

Tears now choaked the voice of Ida,
and the cealed not to weep, till Munfter

foothed her by the affurance,; that he had

lately received a letter from Herman, and
that he was well. She then continued her
narration. ;

¢« The compflints exhibited againft me,
‘“ became every moment more affli¢ting,
¢ The Italian prince, who had abandoned
¢ the princefs of Raribor, and whom of
¢ courfe I had alfo enchanted by fome fe-
¢ cret fpell, was not forgotten 3 but the laft

) " L ;
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« and moft cruel reproach wis, the unfor: '
« tunate labour of the emprefs, which was
- ¢ in like manner imputed to me, as well
¢35 the dangerous ftate. in which fhe yet
€ continues.. : ,

¢ God knows what anfwer I made to
«¢ thefe different accufations. This only 1
¢ remember, that I; who fancied myfe!f fo
st weak, fo timid, felt my{elf animated with
¢ fupernatural fireéngth, and. was. filent 19
« none of the charges. Ifpoke little and with
s referve ;. but-what I faid muft have been
s¢ of weight, for more than once I put my
“ gccufers to. filence. The fky now began
« to grow lefs.obfcure, -the diftant ‘crowing
¢ of the cocks announced the approach of
¢« dawn; when inftantly. all. the affembly
£ droles

« He who had prefided,. then addreffed
s me in thefe words. . ¢ 1d®, the {word ftill
¢ hangs over your head: one and twenty
¢ days are granted you to produce incorr
« teftible proofs of your innocence. Your
<< readinefs to appear at the firt citation,



'OF UNNA. 237.

L

¢ induces us for the prefent to permit you- .
¢to depart in peace; but think not of

a
-

taking flight,-our eyes and arms are every
< where, like the prefence of the Eternal,
< | proftrated myfelf at the foot of the
¢ judgment feat, and folicited permiffion to
¢ retire to a. convent. My requeﬁj was-
« oranted, and I was moreover promifed,.
¢ in confideration of my youth and fex,
«-fome extraordinary favor; but what.that.
“favor was, I was not informed.
e Again ] wzs veiled, and then led away.
¢« On the road, I begged my-cond uétor to
« ufe his intereft fur me to be placed in the
« convent of Urfulines, whither I had been.
“ accuftomed to go, and to obtain permif-
¢ fion to fee you there. This he affured:
““ me he could grant on his own authority,
« fuch things beingleft entirely to him. L/
¢ would have faid more, to. him,. but he.
s affumed the fame referve as.when he con--
« duted me to the tribunal. At the:corner-
¢ of the ftreet he left me, probably that he:
& might not be knewn by you, whom hsy

L 6
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¢ pointed out waiting for me at the church
- ¢ of St, Bartholomew.”
¢« My dear Ida,” cried Manfter, when
{t.e had finifhed her recital : ¢ be of good
“ heart. I am perfuaded your affair will
¢ terminate happily. 1 fhall this day take
¢« a ftep, which the abfence of the petfon on
** whom I found- my hopes, has bitherto
« prevented. The day on which you were
*¢ cited, and before I faw you, I went to the
count of Wirtemberg’s, to acquaint him
with fomething of the utmoft importance,
and which would have been of great help
‘¢ to you, had he known it. [ was told,
¢ however, that he was gone from home,
* and would not return for three days.
€ Thofe three days are expired, and I will_
¢ go to him the moment I have conducted
¢ you to your convent.”
“ Alas! it will be loft labour. I ad-
“ drefled mylelf to him, the inftant I was
¢ fummoned before the fecret tribunal, as
¢ he had always appeared well difpofed to-
“ wards me; but he too abandoned me.
¢ Befides, it i5 probable he was not from

o

(19

(19
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“ home, but refufed to admit you, becaufe,
“ knowing you to be my father, he was ap-
¢ prehenfive you might wifh to folicit him
5 in my behalf.”
¢ He has always, you fay, appeared well
¢ difpoféd towards you,” replied Munfter,
after a fhort filence : ¢ what proofs has he
¢ given you of it ¥
¢ You know, my dear father, we are
naturally led to confider the flighteft
¢« marks of attention from the great, as a

~

(4

- ¢ proof of their being interefled in out
¢ favour. And at the time that every thing
¢ miled around me, he feemed to régard
¢ me, I thought, with kindnefs. I remem-
« ber particularly the moment of his firft
¢ feeing me in-the emprefs’s clofer. He
£ diﬁinguiﬂled m¢ from ail my compa-

¢ pions, and paid me attentions that were
(4

o

extremely embarraffing to me : and when
¢ the emprefs, as was her cuftom, told him -
““ my name, that dear name which I fhall
¢ ever deem an honour to me; in order to
“Jet him know that I was not of noble
& birth,‘ his attention to me was increafed,
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¢ ¢ Munfter " veplied he: ¢ Ida Munfter!
«.... The name of Ida is pleafing to
¢ my ear : it brings to my remembrance a
« beloved wife, whom, alas! I long have
« loft> The princefsof Ratibor remarked,
¢ that it was a proof.of the pride of my
“ parents to give me the name-of.a princefs.
¢« But the count did not appear to heed the
¢ reflection :: he came up to me, embraced
¢ me affe@ionately, and fuid, with a fmile;
¢ <] am happy to learn that you are a citi-
¢ zen’s daughter, for had you been a lady
“ of quality, I durft not fo freely exprefs
% the friend(hip with which you infpire
« me.’. The princefs of Ratibor, who was
“ by my fide, eyed me with a look of cots
«tempt, and her eyes feemed to. fay, that
¢ the laft obfervation of the count, was
¢ humiliating to her towhom it was addrefi
% ed; but too fimple, too little vain, to be
¢ of her opinion, I kifled the hand of the
¢ refpectable old peer, and received from
‘ him in return, not without blufhing, a
¢ falute on my forehead. From that mo-
¢ ment, he always afked for me, called me
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¢ his Ida, inquired: after. my parents, and
¢ told me, that he had formerly a perfon
¢ of the name of Munfter in his fervice, a
“very brave and worthy man, with many
¢ other things equally flattering; which
"« people of humble birth fo highly prize
“ from the great. For a time I thought
¢ that I bad found in him a proteftor : but
““ now, that I have enemies feeking to op-
¢ prefs me, I have difcovered'my miftake.”
To this Munfter made no'reply :. nor in-
‘deed had he time, for fcarcely had fhe
finithed, when fomebody entered to con- .
doé her to the convent. They accordingly
feparated,. after tenderly taking leave, and
promifing thortly to fee each other again.
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' CHAPTER XXI.

THE next day Munfter made his ap-
pearance at the parlour of the Urfulines.—
¢« 1 have ftrange things to tell you,” faid he
to Ida : ¢ read this paper ; a great number
« of copies of it are ftuck up againft all the
¢¢ public buildings.” Ida, read :

< e, the fecret judges of cries, and protec-
S tors of innocence, turn to the four quarters of
< the globe, and proclaim : If any one dave un-
¢ dervake the defence of Ida Munfler, who is
 in a flate of accufation, let bim appear I’

¢ Oh God!” cried Ida, lifting the paper
towards heaven, « I feel that thou haft not

¢¢ wholly forfaken me ; that thou wilt yet
< ifaye me!?

Munfter continued : ¢“ I went to my
¢ friend Walter, and thewed him this pa-
¢ per. He {miled, and affured me, that
¢ fuch a proclamation was an extraordinary
¢¢ favor, of which you might be proud, as
¢ there was fcercely another inftance of a
¢ defender being allowed to a perfonac-
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 «cufed of witcheraft, fill lefs that all the
¢ world thould be called upon to plead his
¢ caufe. 1 told him the refolution I had
« taken, torappear myfelf in defence of your
¢ jnnocence. He fhook his head, and
« added : ¢ If you were a member of the fe-
< cret tribunal, and could fay : ¢I fwear by
% our dreadful oath, that my daughter is in-
¢ pocent,” it would be of weight, and
¢ equivalent to a'‘complete juftification : but
¢« without this, your oathwould be reckoned
¢ ag pothing.- Neither father, nor mother,
% nor brother, nor any other relation, if not’
¢ of the fociety, can be admitted to defend
¢ a perfon accufed before the fecrec tribu-
¢ nal. In the few inftances in which this
« liberty is allowed to the i)t'ofane, it muft
¢ be a ftranger who takes upon him the tafk;
¢ and then, in order that there may be time
 for fuch an one to appear, an interval of
« one and twenty days is appointed, be-
“ tween the firft and fecond meeting of the
¢ tribunal.” 3 _

¢ You aftonifh me:’ replied I, ¢ you
¢ fpeak of the affair as if you had been pre-
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¢ fent, Am I right? Are you really ¥— —
¢t Walter interrupted me, with an air of dif-
- ¢ fatisfaction, without anfwering my quel-
¢ ticn 3 but defired me to leave him, and
¢ never‘to vifit him again, if I would not
¢ defilt from fuch interrogations.

«“ On quitting- him, 1 repaired to the
¢ houfe of count Wirtemberg. There, what
s¢ you predi@ted, came to pafs: I was refu-
¢ fed admittance :- yet fee him I muft. To
¢¢ effect this, an expedient has occurred to
“ me, by means of which I have no doubt
& of obtaining accefs to -him. You know
% the gold chain I gave you, when you en-
¢ tered the tenth year of your age: if I
¢ could convey that chain to the count of
5 Wirtémbcx'g, and recall to his memory
¢ certain circumftances, I fhould not be fent
¢ from his door.. Give it me, it is at pre-
« fent of no ufe to you. It (hall bereturn-
“ed to you in a manner more flattering

- * than you can- imagine. .< .. You feem
“ confufed! have you loft it my child 2 Was
¢ it deftroyed in the fire? ., .. But no;
¢ your mother told me, when I mentioned
“ it, that it was faved, and that you had it
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“¢on when you went to the church. . . Speak
“lda! what am I to think? ... Believe
* me;, the lofs of ir would be of more con-
¢ ifequence than you are aware.” |
.« Oh! my father!” exclaimed Ida, agi-
ctated s o100 My mother . il . Indeed
¢ T have it not + .. . I gave it to Heiman,
Smlen ot ‘

¢ Imprudent girl | You -have been the
«“ infirument of deftroying your own hap=
¢ pinefs, .. .« And my wife! .. . How
s¢ could the pemﬁt it 2 Herman then is ia
¢ pofleflion of that jewel | Oh! where fhall
<1 find him! How fhall I'recover it from
« him ! It might at this junéture fave your

SRl
 Munfler gave way to his defpair, whlle Ida
endeavoured in vain to appeafe him, and im-=
plored his forgivenefs. = She offered him a
ring, which fhe had received at the fame
time with the chain ; but he refufed it, fay-
ing, that without the one, the other was
ufelefs. Ida, bathed in tears, begged him to
explain to her this myfterious affair. He
tore himfelf from her aims, and for the firk
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time in his life, quitted her with every mark
of difpleafure.

As it was impoffible for Ida to conceive

the importance of fuch a trifle, fhe foon
thought no more of it, and regretted nothing
but having incurred the anger of her father,
which the hoped at his next vifit to remove.
She well knew how much he loved her, and
the power her prayers and tears had over
him. In vain, however, did fhe that day
expect him; in vain the two fucceeding
ones. She then became impatient, and ob-
tained permiffion from the fuperior of the
convent, who was her friend, to fend to the
houfe at which hé had taken up his abode,
and inquire after him. His apartment was
fhur, and no one could give any information
refpe@ing him. Shefent to Walter : his an-
fwer was, that the laft time Munfter called
on him, he had difmiffed him a little unci-
villy, at which he was probably offended, as
he had not feen him fince.

What alarming news for Ida! And
furely fhe needed no frefh fubjeéts of in-
quictude ! Of the three weeks refpite which
fhe had obtained, four days were now fpent,
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and the reft paffed away in like manner, in
the ‘midft of apprehenfion and dread, till
the laft only remained, and in this fingle
day was fhe to procure, what in all the others
“the had been unable to find, inconteftible
proofs of her innocence, or undergo the fad -
alternative of being irremediably condemn-
ed to death. Judge of the dreadful fitua-
tion of this poor girl! It feemed as if every-
thing from which fhe might hope for com-
fort was annihilated for ever. She heard,
that the emprefs was recovering her health :
the would fain have perfuaded herfelf, that
fhe knew nothing of her misfortune, or
knew it but imperfectly : the hoped, that,
if fhe could acquaint her with her ftory,
fhe fhould reccive from her all the fuc-
cour The wanted. But every attempt made
by the nuns, to obtain accefs to Sophia,
proved ipeffeual. At length, when the
laft evening came, Ida was obliged to con~
fefs, that the had nothing to rely on but her
innocence ; and fhe was even at a lofs in
what way fhe thould prefent herfelf before
her judges. Not to appear would have been
to at contrary to her principles, and inju-
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rious to her honour : to repair unaccompa-
nied to the deftined fpot would have been
dangerous, and little compatible with fe-
male modefty. What then was to be done ?
A council was beld on the occafion, and the
worthy fuperior of the convent permitted’
1da to fend for old Walter, and requeft him
to a&, on this occafion, as a father to the
daughter of his friend.

. The old man appeared greatly difturbed
at this propofal. - His colour changed, he
- would have fpoken, he ftammered, and at
length, friking the ground with his foot,
with marks of confiderable difpleafure, beg-
ged that they would not teaze him for an
impoffibility. - 'With this he departed, and
left Ida, as well as the nuns, in the greateft
confternation. ‘ _ :

They wept, they prayed, and midnight

was fafll approaching. Ida'was left alone,
while the réft of the community retired 'to
the fuperior’s apartment, ‘in order to'c¢ome
to fome determination. [ “dt is impoffi-
<« ble,” faid the good old lady; ' to aban-
¢ don this poor girl in her préfent circum-

O 138
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¢ flances. I would {wear by this image of
 the blefled Virgin, that fhe is innocent,
- and will be found fo. And fhall we be
“ fo cruel as to leave her expofed to dangers
¢ of another kind ? She is handfome, as
“you and I were in our youth. If the
"« world be ftill as it was in my time, fhe is
« unfafe, however fhort may be the way:
¢ fhe will fall into the hands of fome young

¢ libertine, and will be totally loft to our
“ convent. What is to be done, fifters?
“ Do you think it would be any violation
« of our holy rules to condué her ourfelves
“ to the place appointed ? I and the four
‘“ elder nuns will take on ourfelves the
$ichdnoe, and .
It was impofhible for the fuperior to
finith, a general acclamation interrupted her
in the midft of her fpeech. The attach-
ment thefe nuns had conceived for the
lovely Ida, whom they confidered, I know
not why, as one of their, future filters; of
perhaps the defire of once more feiting a
foot out of the convent, made them difpute
the preference which the fuperior withed

/
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on this occafion to give to age : and, to pre-
ferve peace, »fhe was obliged to let all the
ftaid matrons, who formed the council,
without a fingle exception, accompany her,
Inftantly a general joy took place, and a de-
putation was fent to Ida, to inform her of
the refolution taken by the community.

This mark of friendfhip tranfported Ida,
and infpired her with fo lively a gratitude,
that her lips feemed ready to pronounce a
vow, which the nuns would have heard with
pleafure. Indeed they fully reckoned upon
it, and thought, that nothing but fome un-
forefeen accident could prevent it.

The clock ftruck twelve ; the church of
St. Bartholomew’s was at a diftance ; there
was no time to be loft; it was even necef.
fary to forego the folemn benediction, that
had been propofed to be received in the
chapel of the convent, before embarking on
this important enterprize; a benedition
fortunately foregone, as it might have led
the pious Ida into fome indifcreet promife,
of which fhe might have repented. In
bafte they toek their veils: in hafte they



OF UNNA. 251

infpected the cells of the younger nuns, that
none of them might take it iato their heads
to trench on the privileges of their feniors :
they traverfed the long galleries of the con-
vent: the gate was opened, and with pal-
pitating hearts they launched from the con-
~ fines of thofe facred walls into a finful
world.

The heart of Ida equally palpitated.
Guided by the light of the ftars, and ac-
companied by thofe holy maidens, fhe re-
paired to the fpot to which fhe had before
been conduéted by, her father. The fu-
perior, by whofe fide fhe walked, dinned
her ears with pious ezhortations, and argu-
ments of comfort ; but the filence obferved
by Munfter, on her former forrowful jour-
ney, was much better adapted to her fitua-
tion 3 and there was nothing the would not
willingly have -given at this moment, to
have wept in quict, and without interrup-
tion, - ! : ‘

At length they arrived at the appointed
place. Her mafked conduétor, who was
already there, was fomewhat embarrafied at

Vor. £ ' M
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fight of her numerous attendants; yet the
prefence of the nuns feemed to make on
him a favourable impreflion. He faluted
¢hem with a profound bow, gave Ida time
to take leave of them, obligingly offered her
his right arm, and then retired with her
flowly, while the eyes of the nuns followed
them with no {mall curiofity. When they
arrived at the corner of the ftreet, and her
conduéor, as before, covered her head with
a veil, fhe again perceived, that his left
hand was wanting. ¢ Ah!” faid Ida:
< Why do you with to conceal from me,
< that you are Walter? It would be fo con-
< folatory to be affured, that I am in the
« hands of a brave and worthy man, and
¢ notin thofe of a firanger!” A murmur of
diffatisfaction was the fole anfwer fhe re-
ceived. They were both filent, and they
arrived much fooner than before at the
place of their deftination. :

The fpot to which fhe was this time con-
du&ed feemed different from the former.
Its canopy was the fame, the ftarry heavens:

but it did not appear to be encircled with
3 -
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_lofty walls ; on the contrary, the eye was
unobftructed on every fide, for the little
~way it could penetrate, except that om
that by which they arrived were thick
buthes, which probably furrounded the -
whole place, but were imperceptible on ac-
count of theirdiftance. = Ida perceived, that
the ground on which fhe walked was turf
and from. various circumftances fhe con-
jetured herfelf to be in a wood, with which
the was not wholly unacquainted. Poffi-
bly the was notmiftaken ; for there is no place,
as a writer of thefe times informs us, #7z-
which the feffions of the fecret tribunal might
- ot be held, provided it were private and fecurt
_ from furprize.

This fecond affembly was full as numer-
ous as the firft, but it was lefs diftinguith-
able, and perhaps even more filent. The
bell gave the accuftomed fignal, and the
voice which Ida had already hcard, thus
proclaimed : - ;

¢« We, the fervants of the mvxfble God;

“ who judge in fecret, turn to the four
: v
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<« quarters of the globe, and call on the
¢ defender of the accu{cd Ida: appear!
¢ appear !”

This fummons was three times repeat-
»d. The fcene became more luminous; and
Ida was ftepping forward without being
called, when her condu&or faid to her ina
low voice: “remain where you are; you
:‘ have to day nothing to anfwer.”

Ida then viewed with meore rranqmlhty
thefe terrible unknown perfonaﬁ\s ; 2 mings
led fentiment of hope and joy filled her
heart, and prefently was elevated to tran-
iport, when, after the third fuhamons, a
figure ftepped forward, mafked like the
others, but of fo noble a port, that the
young prifoner could not help preferrmg
him wo all the affembly.

The champion of innocence flowly ad-
vanced, and placing himfelf before the feat
of the chief of the tribunal, ¢ Behold,”
_faid he, ¢ the defender of innocence : put
“_me to death, if Ida be guilty.”

The caufe was opened. The queftions
already put to Ida, were one by one re~
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peated ; but fhe heard them not with the
fame terror as at firlt; for the ftranger ap-
peared competent to an{wer them, and the
believed herfelf perfectly juftified. But her
judges were not o eafy to be convinceds
"The adventure of ‘the lock of hair, which,
in thofe days of ignorance, appeared fo
fufpicious a circumflance, was ftill unde-
nied ; the words fhe had uttered on the
!uojcg t, to the young princefs of Raribor,
were cqually difproved, and teftified firong-
ly againft her, The emprefs befide was.
fill not wholly recovered, and Herman of
Unna, whom Ida was accufed of having
affaflinated, it was afferted, was no where
to be found.

The champion of Ida demanded that
they fhould wait the recovery of Sophia,,
before they proceeded to pafs fentence,
fince, if the prifoner were guilty, the prin-
cels could give much more direct informa-
‘tion. on the fubje¢t than had hitherto been:
offered ; but this demand was rejected. - As
to the complaint refpefting the murder of
Herman, he offered inflantly to produce
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proofs of its falfehood. But on this head
filence was impofed on him, ‘and he was
ordered to confine himfelf to the principal
charge, that of forcery. Confcious of the
difficulty, not to fay impofiibility of com-
pletely refuting fuch an accufation, he kept
a melancholy filence, which filled'the mind
of Munfter’s daughter with alarm and ter-
ror. ' :
Recovering himfelf, however, he at

length faid: I am aware of the danger
¢« of my fituation ; I am aware, that noone-
can engage in the defence of a “perfon
arraigned before this tribunal, without
expofing himfelf to the fame punithment
as the culprit, if he be found guilcy.
Beitfo! here I am: put me to death if
¢ there be no fafety for Ida: but I call
«« Heayen and earth to witnefs, that the is
¢ innocent. Tremble, ye judges! her blood
¢ will find avengers: fhe is not the
< .daughter of an obfcure citizen; fhe is
¢¢ the daughter of a prince.”

Inftantly 2 murmur pervaded the whole
affembly. The greater part charged him

€<
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with having invented this fable ia order to

_protract the trial, In confequence it was

determined, that he fhould be confined till
he proved his affertion, and he was imme-
diately feized.—¢¢ Oh ! they will kill, they
¢ will murder him !’ exclaimed Ida: and,
as the uttered thefe words, the whole af-
{fembly appeared to fwim before her eyes in
a thick mift, the lights difappeared, her
ears rung with fearful noifes, and fhe funk
{enfelefs on the ground.

END OF VOLUME THE FIRST.



