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Whites. ; Blacks. 

Jamaica - = - 30,000 — 2.50,000 
Barbadoes + <= 16,167 a 62,115 

Grenada ==. m= 9 9T,000 _ 23,926 

St. Vincent 2 - 1,450 — 11,853 
Dominica ~- = 1,236 — 14,967 
Antigua -_- ~ 2,590 _ - 37,808 
Montferat <= = 1,300, =—= 10,000, 

Neve உ... அழ மழட. தடை ச அதது எத 
St. Chriftopher’s « 1,900 — 20,435 

Virgin Iles - - 1,200 — 9,௦௦௦ 

Bahamas = = = © 2,000 a= 2,241 

Bermudas = + $462  — 4,919 

Total - = 65,305 = 455,084 

THERE is likewife, in each of the Iflands, a confi- 

derable number of perfons, of mixed blood, and Native 

Blacks, of free condition. In Jamaica they are reckoned, as 

we have fhewn, at ten thoufand ; and I have reafon to believe 

they do not fall fhort of the fame number in all the other 

Iflands colle@tively taken. The whole inhabitants therefore 

may properly be divided into four great claffes. 1. Euro- 

pean Whites; 2. Creole or Native Whites; 3. Creoles of 

mixed blood, and free Native Blacks; 4. Negroes in a ftate 

of flavery. I fhall treat of each clafs feparately ; premifing, 

Jnowever, that there are perfons not comprehended in either 

clafs ; fuch as emigrants from North America, and a confi- 

derable body of Jews. In Jamaica, the latter enjoy almoit - 

every privilege poffefled by the Chriftian Whites, excepting 

x A only
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only the right of voting at eleCtions ; of being கப்பா (௦ (676. 
in the affembly, and of holding any office of magiftracy ; but 
they have the liberty of purchafing and holding lands, as freely 
as any other people; and they are likewife allowed the publick 
exercife of their religion; for which purpofe they have erected 
two or more fynagogues ; and I have not heard that Jamaica 

has had any reafon to repent of her liberality towards them. 
As, however, they differ_but.tittle_in manners and cuftoms 

from the reft of their ndtion which are difperfed in all the 

countries of Europe, I fthall pafs them by, without further 
detail. The other White Inhabitants, not comprehended in 

this enumeration, are too few to merit particular notice (a). 

Ir may reafonably be fuppofed that moft of the natives of 

‘Europe who emigrate to the Weft Indies, remove thither. with 
the hope of receiving greater encouragement. to their abilities 

(a) The following account of the White Inhabitants, F ree-Negroes, and 
Slaves, in the French Weft Indies, may ferve to gratify curiofity. It is taken 

from the authority of Monf. Neckar; but I have reafon to think that the Negra 
Slaves are nearly doubled in the French Iflands fince this account was taken. 

Whites. Free Blacks, &c, Slaves. 

_ St. Domingo, in 1779 = - 32,650 —~ 7,055 — 249,008 
Martinico, in 1776 - - - 11,619 — 2,892 — 71,268 

_ Guadaloupe, in 1779 - - 13,261 — 1,382 — 85,327 

St. Lucia, in1776  - - = 2,397 — 1,050 —» 10,752 
_ Tobago, fuppofed to be nearl 

oes as St. Lucia yt ன னை 15050), பப 

Cayenne, in1780 - = - 1,358 — — — _ 10,539 
  

: 63682 —- 13429 — 437,756 
Be : : and 
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——— 
imagined that the major, or even any confiderable part, of 

_ them are defperate and needy adventurers, who feek refuge 

from a prifon, or expatriate themfelves in the fond idea of 
living luxurioufly without labour. Thefe Iflands give but lit- 
tle countenance to idlenefs, nor offer any afylum to vagabonds 

and fugitives. Many of the Britifh Colonies were originally 

compofed of men who fought, in the Wilderncfles of the New 

World, the peaceable enjoyment of thofe natural or fuppofed 

rights of which they were deprived in their native country. 

I extend this defcription to perfons of oppofite political fenti- 

ments and connections, to loyalifts as well as republicans: for 

it is hoped that fome of each party were men whofe principles 

were honeft, though their conduét might have been wrong. 

The advocates of loyalty fought refuge chiefly in Barbadoes, 

and many of the adherents of Cromwell, after the reftoration 

of Charles II. found protection in Jamaica. At prefent,. 

among the numbers whom accident or choice conduéts to the 

Britifh Weft Indies, the juniors in the learned profeffions of 

law, phyfic, and divinity, conftitute a confiderable body. 

Thefe men ought to be, and, generally {peaking, really are, 

perfons of education and morals. Few places afford greater 

encouragement to the firit and fecond of thefe employments 5, 

and, as ability is foftered and called forth by exercife, no part 

of the Britifh dominion has, in my opinion, produced. abler- 

men ட (in proportion to their number) than 0௦6. 

iflands. Local prejudice, and bigotry towards great names,, 

may perhaps incline fome perfons to difpute this affertion ;. 

but, prejudice and bigotry apart, it will be found, I believe,, 

9 that.
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weighty charge in itfelf, and more important in its confe- 

quences, can fcarcely fall to the lot of man. 

I nave, I think, in a former place, afligned the caufes to 

which it is partly afcribable that emigrants from various parts 
of the mother-country, fucceffively conftitute the bulk of the 

fugar colonifts ; of whom it is certain that the major part re- 

tain, in a confiderable degree, the manners and habits of life 

in which they were educated. Yet there are authors who 

affe& to defcribe the inhabitants of all the Weft Indies, as a 

herd of criminals and convicts; and cite the {tale crimes and 

violences of lawlefs men, a century ago, when thefe iflands _ 

were the rendezvous of pirates and bucaniers, as a juft repre- 

{entation of the reigning colonial habits, manners, and difpo- _ 

fitions ! 

Catumniss fo grofs, defeat themfelves by their abfur- 

dity ;—but although it is in the higheft degree ridiculous to 

imagine that a voyage acrofs the Atlantick creates any fudden 

or radical change in the human mind, yet, notwithftanding 

what has been juft obferved concerning local manners and 

habits in the different claffes of European fettlers, it cannot 

be denied that there prevails befides, fomething of a marked 

and predominant charaéter common to all the White refi- - 

dents. 

Or this charaGter it appears to me that the iodine feature 

is an independent fpirit, and a difplay of confcious equality, 
through-
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throughout all ranks and conditions. The pooreft White 

perfon feems to confider himfelf nearly on a level with the 

richeft, and, emboldened by this idea, approaches his employer 

with extended hand, and a freedom, which, in the countries of 

Europe, is feldom difplayed by men in.the lower orders of 

life towards their fuperiors. It is not difficult to trace the 

origin of this principle. It arifes, without doubt, from the 

pre-eminence and diftin@ion which are neceflarily attached 

even to the complexion of a White Man;-in a country where 

the complexion, generally {peaking, diftinguifhes freedony ftom 

flavery. Of the two great claffes of people in moft of thefe 

colonies, the Blacks outnumber the Whites in the proportion 

of feven to one. As a fenfe of common fafety therefore 

unites the Jatter in clofer ties than are neceflary among men 

who are differently fituated, fo the fame circumftance necefla- 

rily gives birth among them to reciprocal dependance and re~ 

fpect. Other caufes contribute to the fame end. “ Where 

flavery” (fays a great judge of human nature) “ is eftablithed 

<« in any part of the world, thofe who are free, are by far the 

“< moft proud and jealous of their freedom. Freedom is to 

« them not only an enjoyment, but a kind of rank and privi- 

«< lege. Not feeing there, that freedom, as in countries where 

“ it is a common blefling, may be united with much abject 

« toil, with great mifery, with all the exterior of fervitude, 

«« liberty looks among them like fomething that is more noble. 

« and liberal. ‘Thus the people of the Southern Colonies (of 

௪ America) are much more ftrongly, and with a higher and 

“ more ftubborn fpirit, attached to liberty, than thofe to the 

« Northward. Such were all the ancient commonwealths 2 

: « fuch, 

சீ 
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“ fuch were our Gothic anceftors; fuch in our days are 

“ the Poles; -and fuch will be all mafters of flaves, who are 

“ not flaves themfelves (c).” ot 

Possisty too, the climate itfelf, by increafing fenfibility, 

contributes to create an impatience of fubordination. But, 

whatever may be the caufe of this confcioufnefs of felf-im- 

portance in the Weft Indian character, the confequences re- 

fulting from it are, on the whole, beneficial. If it fometimes 

produces an oftentatious pride, and a ridiculous affectation of 

fplendour, it more frequently awakens the landable propenfi- 

ties of our nature—franknefs, fociability, benevolence, and 

generofity. Inno part of the globe-is the virtue of hofpita- 

lity more generally prevalent, than in the Britifh Sugar Iflands. 

The gates of the planter aré always open to the reception of 

his guefts. To be a ftranger is of itfelf a fufficient introduc- 
tion. This {pecies of hofpitality is indeed carried {o far, that, 

as Mr. Long has remarked, there is not one tolerable inn 

throughout all the Weft Indies (@). 

To 

(c) Burke’s Speech in Parliament, 22 March, 1775. 

(d) There are fome peculiarities in the habits of life of the White Inhabi- 

tants which cannot fail to catch the eye of an European newly arrived; one of 
which is the contraft between the general plenty and magnificence of their tables 

(at leaft in Jamaica) and the meannefs of their houfes and apartments; it being 

no uncommon thing to find, at the country habitations of the planters, a fplendid 

fideboard loaded with plate, and the choiceft wines, a table covered with the fineft 

damafk, and a dinner of perhaps fixteen or twenty covers; and all this, in a 

hovel not fuperior to an Englifh barn. A ftranger cannot fail alfo to obferve a 

ftrange incongruity and inconfiftency between the great number of Negro do- 

meftics,
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ithe reft of Hawkins’sadventures are: nothing: tomy. prefent: 
purpofe. What has beenquoted, is fufficient to demonftrate that. 
a regular traffick had been eftablithed, fo easly as the year 1 5645: 
both by the Portuguefe and the French, with fome nations of 
Africa, for the purchafe of Slaves; that this intercourfe was ட் 
founded on mutual contract, and, tended to civilife the Natives 
om the Coaft ; fome nations of whom: were pofleffled of Slaves, 
which they kept for the purpofes of agriculture; and occafion-_ 
ally killed for food ; a horrid. practice, that, I believe, no longer _. 

exifts in this part of Africa. In regard to Hawkins himéfelf, he 
was, I admit, a murderer and a robber. His avowed: purpofe 
in failing to Guiney, was to feize by ftratagem or force, and 
carry away; the unfufpecting Natives, in. the view. of felling. 
them as Slaves. to the people of Hifpaniola.. In. this purfuit, 
his object was prefent profit, and his employment and, paftime. 
devaftation and murder. He made a third voyage to Africa in 

1.568, for the fame purpofe, with a fquadron of fix thips, which 
the reader will not be forry to find terminated moft. miferably 5. 
and puta ftop, for fome years, to any more piratical ரஸ்க், 
ef the Rea to. the Coatt. of Africas. 

Tas firft notice which I find in hiftory- of an ச attempt. 
by the Britith nation to eftablith a regular trade on.the African, 
Coaft, is in.the year 1618, when King Jamaes.I: granted an ex-. 
elufive.charter to.Sir Robert Rich, and fome other merchants of: 
London, for raifing a joint ftock for-a trade to Guiney : hips. 
were accordingly fitted out; but. the. profits:net being found te . 
anfwer expectation, the. proprietors foon afterwards withs 

x. drew.
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Mandingoes, or Natives of t the Windward Caf Sietiietant ae 
Their wars, manners, and petfons.—Koromantyn Negroes, or 
Natives of the Gold Coaf?—Their Serocioufues of difpofition: 
difplayed. by an account. of the Negro: rebellion in. Famaica in: 
1760.—Their- national manners, wars, and fuperffitions — 
Natives of Whidab or Eida.— Their good qualities.— 
Nagoes.— Negroes from Benin. — Perfons and tempers.— 
Canibals.— Natives of Kongo: and Angola—Survey of the: 

- Character and difpofitions.of Negroes.in a fate of ie oa 

‘OST, if not. all;. the nations: that: inhabit that part of 
| Africa. which lies. to: the northward and eaftward of 

Sierra Leone, are Mahometans;: and following the means-of> 
converfion prefcribed by their prophet, are, as we are. told,. 
perpetually at. war with fuch: of the furrounding nations.as re~ 
fufe to adopt their religious tehets. The prifoners taken in: 
-thefe religious wars furnith,. I doubt not, great part: of the: 
flaves which are exported from the factories on the Windward: 
Coatt ;. and it is. probable that death would be the fate of moft: 

-- of the captives, if purchafers were not to be met. with.. 

Bur the Mandingoes have frequent ‘wars: with. each othier;. 
as well as with fuch nations as they confider enemies of their- 
faith ; and Iam afraid that fome of thefe wars arife from mo- 

6. tives:
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“Tue advantage poffefied by a few of thefe: ‘people, of being 
able to read and -write, is a circumftance on which the 
Mandingo Negroes “in the Wei “Indies pride. theméelves 
greatly among the reft of the flave S; over whom they-confider 

      

that they poffefs a marked fuperiority ;- and in truth they dif 
play fuch gentleneis . of. difpofition. and demeanour, as would — 

feem the refult of early education and di ifcipline, ‘were At not that, 

generally fpeaking, they are more prone to theft than any of - 
the African tribes. It has been fuppofed that this propenfity, 

among other vices, is natural to a ftate-of flavery, which degrades. 

and corrupts the human mind in a deplorable manner ; but why 

the Mandingoes fhould have become more vicious in this te- 
{pect than the reft of the Natives of Africa in the fame condi- 

tion of life, is a queftion I cannot anfwer. 

  

“Tw their complexions and perfons, the Mandingoes are 
eafily to be diftinguifhed from‘ fuch of the Africans as are 
born nearer to the equator; ‘but they confift neverthelefs of - 
very diftin& tribes, fome of which are remarkably tall and 
black, and there is one tribe among them (called alfo the Phu- 

lies) that feems to me to conftitute the link between the Moors 
and Negroes properly fo called. They are of -a lefs glofly 
black than the Gold Coaft Negroes; and their hain though 
bufhy and crifped, is not woolly, but foft and filky to the 
touch. Neither have the Mahdingoes, in common, the thick 

_ lips and flat nofes of the more fouthern Natives ; and they are, 
ina great degree, exempt from that ftrong and fetid odour, 
which exhales from the fkin of moft of the latter; but i in, 1 ௮ 
neral they arenot well adapted for hard labour. 

q டல



 



அ ம்க்கும் ‘O.F THE 

BOOK freedom of which they have been: deprived ; snoredo I conceive 
Iv, ‘that any further circumftances are neceflary to prompt them to 

eétion, than that of being fold into captivity in a diftant country. 
I mean only to ftate faGs.as I find them. Such 1 well know 
was the origin of the Negro. rebellion which happened in 
Jamaica in.1760. It arofe at the inftigation ‘of a Koromantyn 
Negro of the name of Tacky, who had been a chief i in Guiney; 
-and it broke out on the Frontier plantation in St. Mary’s parith, 
belonging to the late Ballard Beckford, and the டன 61216 - 
-of Trinity, the. property of my deceafed relation and benefactor 
‘Zachary ‘Bayly, to whofe wifdom, activity and courage on this 

occafion, it was owing that the revolt was not as general and 
deftruétive as that which now rages in St. Domingo (1791). 
On thofe plantations were upwards of one hundred Gold 
Coaft Negroes newly imported, and I do not believe that an 
individual amongft them had received the leaft fhadow of ill 
treatment from the time of their arrival there. Concerning | 
thofe on the Trinity eftate, I can pronounce of my .own 
‘knowledge, that they were under the government of an over- 
deer of fingular tendernefs and humanity. His name was 
Abraham Fletcher; and let it be remembered, in juitice even 
to the rebels, and as a_ Jeffen to other overfeers, that his life 

was fpared fiom refpec fo his virtues. The infurgents had 
heard of his charaGter from the other Negroes, and fuffered 
him to pafs through them unmolefted—this fa appeared in 
evidence (é vs Having collected themfelves into a body about 

, 

one 

(2) Mr, Bayly had himfelf left the “Trinity ¢ftate the -preceding evening, 
_ after having perfonally infpeSted into the fituation of his mewly purchafed Africans,” 

and
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“furnithing one of the few exceptions to their general unrelenting 
and felfifh chara&ter. ‘The whole body of Negroes of a plan- 

tation muft be reduced to a deplorable ftate of wretchednefs, if, 

at any time, they fuffer their aged companions to want the 
common neceflaries of life, or even many of its comforts, as 

far as they can procure them. They feem to me to be actu- 
ated on thefe occafions by a kind of involuntary impulfe, ope- 

rating as a primitive law of nature, which feorns to wait the 

cold di€tates of reafon: among them, it is the exercife of a 

common duty, which courts no*obfervation, and looks for no. 

applaufe (e). 

Amonc other propenfities and qualities of the Negroes mutt — 

not be omitted their loquacioufnefs. They are as fond of ex- 

hibiting fet fpeeches, as orators by profeffion ; but it requires a 

confiderable fhare of patience to hear them throughout; for 

they commonly make a long preface before they come to the 

point; beginning with a tedious enumeration of their paft fer- 

vices and hardthips. - They dwell with peculiar energy (if the 

(e) The greateft affront (fays Mr. Long) that can be offered to a Negro, is to 
curfe his father and mother, or any of his progenitors. It may not be improper 

in this place to add, that many of the Negroes attain to great longevity.—In Fe- 

bruary 1792, a Black woman of the name of Flora Gale died at the very extra- 
ordinary age of 120, at Savanna-la~Mar in Jamaica. She remembered perfectly 
well the great earthquake in 1692, which proved fo fatal to Port Royal. She 

left a numerous progeny of children, grand and great-grand-children, and it is 

remarkable that fhe always refufed to be baptized, affigning for reafon her defire 

to have a grand Negro dance at her funeral, according to the cuftom of Africa ; 

a ceremony never allowed in Jamaica at the burial of fuch as haye been chrift- 

ened. 
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fruit in the year, yielding at each, from ten to twenty pounds 
weight, according to the foil and feafons; and it will fometimes 
continue bearing for twenty years; but the fame delicacy of fta- 
mina. which marks its infancy, is vifible in all the ftazes of its 
growth. It is obnoxious to blizhts, and fhrinks from the fir” 

appearance of drought. It has happened that the greate% part 
of a whole plantation’ of cacao trees have perithed in a fingle 

night, without any vifible caufe. Circumftances of this nature, 
in early times, gave rife to many fuperftitious notions concern- 

ing this tree, and, among otherss the appearance of ‘a comet 

was always confidered as fatal to the cacao plantations. 

  

_ In fpite however of the influence of comets, and notwith- 

ftanding the care and precaution that are requifite in the firft ம 

eftablifhment of a cacao plantation, it is certain that the éul- 

tivation of this plant was both extenfive and fuccefsful in the . 

Britith {ugar iflands, for many years after they had become 

fubje& to the Britith government. Blome, who publifhed a 

fhort account of Jamaica in 1672, {peaks of cacao as being at 

that time one of the chief articles of export: “ there are, fays 

he, in this ifland, at this time, about fixty cacao walks (planta- 

tions) and many more now planting.” At prefent I believe 

there is not a fingle cacao Plantation from one end of Jatnaica 

to the other. A few fcattered trees, here and there, are all 

that remain of thofe flourifhing and beautiful «groves which 

were once the pride and boaft of the country. They have 

withered, with the indigo manufa@ure, under the heavy hand 

‘of minifterial exaétion. The excife‘on cacao, when made into 

cakes, rofe to no lefs than twelve pounds twelve fhillings per 

ஜம் exclufive of eleven fhillings and eleven pence halfpenny, 
aid 

a P
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1 F fuch was the fact, the Spanifh Americans muft have ente . 
tamed very high expectations of profit from its culture a 
carried it to a great extent in a very fhort {pace of ட : ட் 
appearing from the fame author, that no lefs than 22,053 a ) 
were exported by them to Old Spain in the year ட. = 

GINGER is diftinguifhed into two forts, the black and the: 
= oats ne Be: Piped as a 

white; bat the difference arifes wholly from the mode of 
curing; the former being rendered fit for prefervation by meek 

of boiling water, the latter by infolation; and, as it is found ne-. 

ceflary to felect the faireft and foundeit roots for expofure to- 

the fun, white ginger is commonly one-third: dearer-than black: 

in the market. 4 re as ப் 

Inthe cultivation of this root no greater: fkill or care is a 

quired than in the propagation of potatoes in Great. Britain, 

and it is planted much in the fame manner; but is fee Or. 

colour, and turn to a fine bluifh red, almoft purple, with pink- coloured veins. . 

This is the common fort; but there is a larger {pecies, which produces pods of a.. 

delicate yellow or lemon colour. Each pod may contain from twenty to thirty, 

nuts er kernels, not unlike almonds; which, are again inclofed in a white pulpy. 

fubftance, foft and {weet, and immediately enveloped in aparchment-fhell. Thefe 

nuts, being firft fimply dried in the fun, are packed for market, and require very 

little preparation, after: removing the fhell; to be made into: good chocolate. 

The cakes. which.are generally ufed under this name. in. England, appear to me. 

to be compofed of not more than one-half genuine cacao; the remainder I take to . 

be flour, and Ca/tile foap. Confidered medicinally, chocolate is faidto be too heavy. 

for weak and relaxed ftomachs but in. the Welt Indies, experience abundantly - 

demon@rates that it is in the higheft degree balfamick and reftorative.—Colonel 

Montague James of Jamaica, who was the firft white perfon born after the con- 

queft of the ifland by the Englith, lived to the great age of one hundred and four, . 

and fos the laft thirty years of his life ufed fearce any other food than chocolate. 

digging»
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by fome tribes of the Indians, in the fame manner as woad by 
the ancient Britons. ee : 

OF the cultivation of this plant I know nothing, becaufe 
moft of the arnatto, fhipped at prefent from our own iflands, 

is I believe gathered from trees growing fpontaneoufly. The 
method of extracting the pulp, and preparing it for market, is 
fimply by boiling the feeds in clear water, till they are perfectly 

extricated ; after which the feeds are taken out, and the water 

left undifturbed for the pulp to fubfide. It is then drawn off, 
and the fediment diftributed into fhallow veffels, and dried 

gradually in the fhade. 

ARNATTo thus prepared is mixed up by the Spanith Ame-_ 

ricans with their chocolate; to which it gives (in their opinion) 

an elegant tin€ture, and great medicinal virtue. They fuppofe 

that it {trengthens the ftomach, ftops fluxes, and abates febrile 

fymptoms ; but its principal confumption, I believe, is among 

painters and dyers. Iam informed that it is fometimes ufed by 

‘the Dutch farmers, to give a richnefs of colour to their butter, 

and very {mall quantities of it are faid to be applied in the fame 

manner in Englith dairies. On the whole, however; it is an ob- 

jeG of no great commercial importance, and the demand for it 

is not fufficient to encourage much attention to its cultivation. 

—S ளை மையாக கட 

Ao Is இ ES: 

dies of aloes is that of the ifland of 

which in our 
Weft 

‘Tur moft valuable fpe 

Socotora in the Eaft Indies, the introduction of
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duras) were 689, containing 148,176 tons, and navigated by 
13,936 men, being about nine feamen to every 100 tons: an 

extent of fhipping nearly equal (as I have elfewhere obferved) 

to the whole commercial tonnage of England a century ago. 

At the fame time it is not to be overlooked, that the feamen 
fo employed, being in conftant fervice, are always at command ; 

and on this account, they are a more valuable body of men 
than even the feamen employed in the Newfoundland fithery ; 

of whom a great proportion remains in the country during 

the winter, and cannot therefore, on any fudden emergency, 

be added to the naval force of the kingdom (¢/. 

On a retrofpe& of the whole it may be truly affirmed, that 
the Britifh fugar iflands in the Weft Indies (different in all 

refpects from colonies in northern latitudes) anfwer in every 

point of view, and, if I miftake not, to a much greater extent 

than is commonly imagined, all the purpofes and expeCtations 
for which colonies have been at any time eftablifhed. They 

furnifh, as we have feen, a fure and exclufive market for the 

merchandize and manufactures of the mother-country and her 

(7) The French writers ftate the number of fhips employed in their Weft 

Indian trade at 600, and the average of their burthen at 300 tons one with another : 

their feamen at 15,000. The following account of the average imports from 

the French fugar iflands, and the duties paid thereon; was publifhed in 1785, viz. 
DUTIES. 

130,000 cafks of fugar valued at 

60 millions of pounds of coffee 4 5,000,000 

90,000,000 livres: Droits de domaine d’occident 5,600,000 livres. 

* Droits d’oGroi al’Amerique 7,344,000 

2 millions of pounds of indigo 18,000,000 
34 million of pounds of cacao 1,000,000 
3 millicns of pounds of cotton 6,000,000 

— 

160,000,000 
eee 

  

Total- 

Duties on fugar refined in France 4,592,000 

Duties on cotfee 750,000. 

Duties on indigo 
——————— 

Total 18,323,500 
பககம் பட்ட 

375500. 

௩ 

depen,-
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dependencies, to the yearly amount of very near four callings of 

pounds fterling. They produce to an immenfe value,cand in 

quantities not only fufficient for her own confumption, but allo 

ச fora great export to foreign markets, many valuable and moft 

neceflary commodities, none of which interfere in any re{pect 

with’ her own productions); and moft of which, as I மவ de- 

monftrate heréafter, “fhe cannot obtain on equal terms elfe- 

where:—accompanied too with this peculiar benefit, that in the 

transfer of thefe articles from’one part of her fubjects to another 

part, not one fhilling is taken from the general circulating 

wealth of the kingdém. Laftly, they-give fuch employment 

to her fhips.and-feamen, as while it fupports and increafes her 

navigation in time of peace, tends not in the fmalleft degree to 

obftruét, but on the contrary, contributes very eminently to aid 

and invigorate, her opefations in war. It is evident therefore, 

that in eftimating the value and importance of fuch a fyftem, 

no juft conclufions can be drawn, but by furveying it compre- 

benjively, and in all its parts, confidering its feveral branches as 

‘connected with, and dependent on, each other, and even then, 

the fum of its advantages will exceed calculation. We are 

told indeed, among other objections which I thall confider more 
at large in the concluding chapter of my work, that all the 

products of the Britifh Weft Indies may be purchafed cheaper 

in the colonies of foreign nations. If the fact were true, as it 

certainly is not, it would furnifh no argument again{t the pro- 

priety and neceffity of fettling colonies of our own; becaufe it 

mutt be remembered, that foreign nations will allow few or none 

of our manufactures to be received in their colonies in payment : 
that their colonifts contribute in no degree, by the inveftment 

Vor. II. 3 E and 
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BOOK ledgment of American independency: after which, I fhall 
VI . 

a 
‘endeavour to furnifh an account of the prefent ftate of the 

Welt Indian trade, both with the United States, and the con- 

tinental colonies yet remaining to Great Britain. 

Ir may, I think, be affirmed, without hazard of contradic- 

‘tion, that if ever there was any one particular branch of com- 

‘merce in the world, that called lefs for reftraint and limitation 

than any other, it was the trade which, previous to the year 

1774, was carried on between the planters of the Weft Indies 

-and the inhabitants of North America. It. was not a traffick 

ealculated to anfwer the fantaftick calls of vanity, or to admi- 

nifter gratification to luxury or vice; but to procure food for 

the hungry, and to furnifh materials ({carce lefs important 

than food) for fupplying the planters in two capital objects, | 

their buildings, and packages for their chief ftaple productions, 

fugar, andrum. Of the neceffity they were under-on the Jat- 
ter account, an idea may be formed from the ftatement in the 

preceding chapter of the importation of thofe commodities into 

Great Britain; the cultivation of which muft abfolutely have 

ftopped without the means of conveying them to market. 

For the fupply of thofe-effential articles, lumber, fith, flour, 

-and grain, America feems to have been happily fitted, as well 

from internal circumftances, as her commodious fituation ; 

and it is to a neighbourly intercourfe with that continent, 

-continued during one hundred and thirty years, that our fugar 

plantations in a great meafure owe their profperity; info- 
much that, according to the opinion of a very competent 

9 judge
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decreafe in the confumption will Gon bring the price back to 
its level? The products of the Weft Indies are rather among 

the luxuries than the neceflaries of life, and the great con-~ 

fumption of fugar efpecially, is with the middle and lower 

clafles of people, who can, and*undoubtedly will, lay it afide 

when reafons of frugality reqvire it. If any one doubts that 

this will be the effedt, let him only enquire of any country 

grocer as to the fact, at a time when Mufcavado fugar, in con~ 

fequence of the calamities that have been ftated, and from 

captures in war, rofe fuddenly one-fourth in value: he will. 

find that the diminution in the confumption in many parts 

of the kingdom, was in a much greater. relative propor- 

tion ;—-a more fatal fymptem ‘cannot attend any brancly of 

commerce. _ 2 

Ir the arguments which have thus been ftated are not fuffi- 
cient in themfelves to juftify the remonftrances which the 
planters of the Weft Indies have thought it incumbent on 
them, from time to time, to urge againft the increafe of du- 

ties, there are faéts to be adduced, அப்பன் muft convince the 

motft felfith and eg 

Tue inftance of indigo ia been mentioned already ; and it 
cannot be repeated too often.—The planters complained of the 
duties on that article, as they have fince complained of thofe 
on fugar, and they were told then, as. they are conftantly told _ 

in other cafes, that the duties fell ultimately on the con- 
fumer. Government however at length, by abrogating all the 
duties, faw, and acknowledged its error; but the remedy was - 

_ applied
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lofs of £.16,916. 135. 4a. per annum, that the Britith refiners 

may get about one- third of tie money ! = 

i is however to be ர் that the preceding caleu- 

lations are founded on the fuppofition that leave was granted to 

import refined fugar into Great Britain from the Britith .colo- 

nies at the {fame duties which are now paid on raw or mufca- 

vado. I am apprized that the revenue would, in that cafe, 

fuftain a lofS proportionate to the diminution in the quantity 

of fagar imported, unlefs it was (as undoubtedly it would be) 

made up by an adequate increafe of the duties on the improved 

_commodity. With every allowance however on this account 

(as well as for an increafed rate of: freight) the planter’s profits 

would be fufficiently great; and, in truth, refined fugar im- 

ported from the colonies, would afford to bear a much heavier 

duty than merely fuch a rateable contribution; fo that the 

revenue would not be injured, but greatly improved by its im- 

portation, while the publick at large would obtain fugar in its 

beft {tate much cheaper than they obtain it at prefent. (p/. 

THUS 

(p) Itis not my bufinefS to feek out refources for increafing the publick reve- 

nue, but as a matter of curiofity, I beg leave to fubjoin the following faéts: The 

quantity of raw or mufcavado fugar imported from the Britifh plantations inte 

Great Britain in the year 1787, was 1,926,121 cwt. and the grofs duty paid there- 

on was £.1,187,774- 125. 8d. If this fugar had been kept to be refined in the 

plantations, it would have been one-eighth more in quantity; that proportion 

having been loft at fea by drainage. This would have made 2,166,886 cwt- 

which, according to the computation of the London refiners, would have yielded 

3,083,443 cwt. of loaf, and 425,638 cwt. of baftards (excluding fraGtions.) Now 

fuppofing the duty on loaf fugar had been only 105. per cwt. more than the oe 
ent
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