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BOOK and induftry than has offered at home. Yet let it not be

Iv.
w

imagined that the major, or even any confiderable part, of

~ them are defperate and needy adventurers, who feek rcfu‘g'e_

from a prifon, or expatriate themfelves in the fond idea of
living luxurioufly without labour. ‘Thefe Iflands give but lit-
tle countenance to idlenefs, nor offer any afylum to vagabonds
and fugitives. Many of the Britith Colonies were originally
compofed of men who fought, in the wilderucfcs of the New

- World, the peaceable enjoyment of thofe natural or fuppofed

rights of which they were deprived in their native country.

1 extend this defeription to perfons of oppofite political fenti-

ments and connections, to loyalifts as well as republicans : for
it is hoped that fome of each party were men whofe principles
were honeft, though - their condu& might have been wrong.
The advocates of loyalty fought refuge chiefly in Barbadoes,
and many of the adherents of Cromwell, after the reftoration
of Charles II. found proteGtion in Jamaica. At prefent,
among the numbers whom accident or choice conduéts to the
Britith Weft Indies, the juniors in the learned profeffions of
law, phyfic, and divinity, conftitute a confiderable body.
Thefc men ought to be, and, generally {peaking, really are,
perfons of education and morals. Few places afford greater
encouragement to the firft and fecond of thefe employments ;.
and, as ability is foftered and called forth hy exercife, no part
of the Britith dominion has, in my opinion, produced. abler-
men in either (in proportion to their number) than thefe.
iflands. Local prejudice, and bigotry towards great namcs,.
may perhaps incline fome perfons to difpute this affertion ;.
but, prejudice and bigotry apart, it will be found, I believe,,
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weighty charge in itfelf, and more important in its confe-
quences, can fcarcely fall to the lot of man.

I uave, I think, in a former place, affigned the caufes to |

~ which it is partly afcribable that emigrants from various parts

of the mother-country, fucceflively confhtute the bulk of the
fugar colonifts ; of whom it is certa;n that the major part re-
tain, in a confiderable degree, the mianners and habits of life
in which they were educated, Yet there are authors who
affe@ to defcribe the inhabitants of all the Weft Indies, as a
herd of criminals and convi@s; and cite the ftale crimes and
violences of lawlefs men, a century ago, Wheri thefe iflands
were the rendezvous of pirates and bucaniers, aﬂéﬁa juft repre-
{entation of the reigning colonial habits, manners, and difpo-
fitions !

CALUMNIES fo grofs, defeat themfelves by their abfur-
dity ;—but although it is in the higheft degree ridiculous to
imagine that a voyage acrofs the Atlantick creates any fudden
or radical change in the human mind, yet, notwithftanding
what has been juft obferved concerning local manners and
habits in the different claffes of European fettlers, it cannot
be denied that there prevails befides, fomething of a marked
and predominant charaer common to all the White refi- -
dents.

Or this charaer it appears to me that the leading feature
is an independent fpirit, and a difplay of confcious equality,
through-
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AGE of the SABLE VENTUS, from ANGOLA to the WEST INDIES .
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Mandingoss, or Ndm)e: qf tbe lffmdwam' Coaﬁ --Mabometam —_
Their wars, manners, and pef/im.ﬁ——Karmamyfz Negroes, or
Natives of the Gold Coaft—T. beir feraadzy}zg/j of Jiﬁgﬁm&
difplayed. by an account of the: Negm rebellion in. Famaica in
vy 60.—Tbeir- natwnal manners; wars, and _fuperflitions.—-
Natives of Whidab or Fida.— Their good qualities—
Nagoes.~ Negroes Jrom: Benin.— Perfons and tempers.—
Canibals—Natives of Kongo: and Angola—Survey of the:

- ®aralter and difpofitions of Negroes.in a fate of jlafueryJ

BOOK ‘OST, if not all,. the nations: tHat: inhabit that part of”

V. L Africa which lies to the northward and eaftward of

T Sierra Leone, are Mahometans ;: and following the means-of’
converfion preferibed by their prophet, are, as we are told,.
perpetually at war with fuch:of the furrounding nations as re~
fufe to adopt their religious tenets. The: prifoners taken in-
-thefe religious wars furnifh,, I doubt not, great part of the:
flaves which are experted from the factories on the Windward:
Coaft; and it is probable that death would be the fate of moft:

- of the captives, if purchafers were not to be met with..

Burt the Manaingoes have frequent wars: with each other;.
as well as with fuch nations as they confider enemies of their-
%ith ; and I am afraid that fome.of thefe wars arife from mo-
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‘Tz advantage poffefied by a few of thefe people, of being
able to read and write, is a circumftance on which the
Mandingo Negroes i the Weﬂ: indms pride  themfelves
greatly among the reft of the flaves; over whom they-confider -

that they poffefs a marked fupenom;y, and in truth they dif-

play fuch gentlenefs of difpofition and demeanour, as would -
feem the refult of early education agd&i(mphnc, 'were it not that,
generally fpeak«mg, they are more prone to theft eth@n ahy of -
the African tribes. It has been fuppofed that this pgopenﬁty, :

among other vices, is natural to a ftate.of flavery, which degrades.
dnd corrupts the human mind in a deplorable manner ; but why
the Mandingoes fhould have become more vicious in this re-
fpect than the reft of the Natives of Africa in the fame condi-
tion of life, is a queftion I cannot anfwer.

"IN their complexions and perfons, the Mandingoes are
eafily to be diftinguithed fromfuch of the Africans as are
born nearer to the equator; but they confift neverthelefs of -
very diftin® tribes, fome of which are remarkably tall and
black, and there is one tribe among them (called alfo the Phu-
lies) that feems to me to conftitute the link between the Moors
and Negroes properly fo called. They are of a lefs glofly
black than the Gold Coaft Negroes; and their hair though
buthy and crifped, is not woolly, but foft and filky to the
touch. Neither have the Mahdingoes, in common, the thick

Tips and flat nofes of the more fouthern Natives ; and they are,

in a great degree, exempt from that ftrong and fetid odour,
which exhales from the fkin of moft of the latter; but i in, gc-
neral they arenot well adapted for hard labour.

1 ; A.rrz«x
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BOOK freedom of which they have been-deprived ; mor-do I conceive
IV, -thatany further circumftances are neceffary to prompt them to
' edtion, than that of being fold into captivity in a diftant country.
I mean only to ftate facts.as I.find them. Such I well know
-was the origin of the Négro’jrebelli'on which happened in
Jamaica in 1760. It arofe at the inftigation of a Koromantyn
Negro of the name of Tacky, who had been a chlef in Gumcy,
-and it-breke out on the Frontier Plantatmnm St. Mary s parifh,
belonging to the late Ballard Beckford, and the ad_)ommg eftate -
.of Trinity, the property of my deceafed relation and benefactor
“Zachary Bayly, to whofe wifdom, activity and courage on this
.occafion, it was owing that the revolt was not as gener:il and
deftrutive as that which now rages in St. Domingo (1791).
On thofle plantations were upwards of one hundred Gold
Coaft Negroes newly imported, and I do not believe that an
individual amongft them had received the leaft thadow of ill
treatment fromi the time of their arrival there. Concerning
thofe on the Trinity eftate, I can pronounce of my own
knowledge, :that they were under the government of an over-
feer of fingular tendernefs and humanity. His name was
Abraham Fletcher; and let it be remembered, in juftice even
to the rebels, and as a leflen to other overfeers, that his life
was fpared from refpe& fo his virtues. The infurgents had
heard of his charaéter from the other Negroes, and {uffered
him to pafs through them unmolefted—this fact appeared in
evidence (4, Having colletted themfelves into a body about

one

(%) -Mr. Bayl) had himfelf lefc the Trinity eftate the -preceding evening,
_after having perfonally infpected into the fituation of his pewly parchafed Africans,’

and
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by fome tribes of the Indians, in the fame manner as woad by
the ancient Britons. R -— :

OF the cultivation of this plént I know Qathing,“bgcaufe
moft of the arnatto, fhipped at prefent frpm our own iflands,
is I believe gathered from trees growing fpontancoufly. The
method of extracting the pulp, and prcparﬁa;g' 1t for market, is
fimply by boiling the feeds in clear water, till they are perfectly
extricated ; after which the feeds are taken out, and the water
left undifturbed for the pulp to fubfide. It 'is then drawn off,
and the fediment diftributed into fhallow veflels, and dried
gradually in the fhade. ' e

ArRnATTO thus prepared is mixed up by the Spanith Ame'-;
ricans with their chocolate; to which it gives (in their opinion)
an elegant tin&ure, and great medicinal virtue. They fuppofe
that it {tr-ngthens the ftomach, flops fluxes, and abates febrile
{fymptoms ; but its principal confumptiori, I believe, is among
painters and dyers. Iam informed thatitis fometimes ufed by

“the Dutch farmers, to give a richnefs of colour to their butter,

and very fmall quantities of it are faid to be applied in the famc
manner in Englifh dairies. On the whole, however, it is an pb.—
je& of no great commercial importance, and t:he dema.nd for it
is not fufficient to encourage much attention to its cultivation.

————————eTeY
7l B _O E S.
‘ aloes is that of the ifland of:

ion of which in our
' Weit

‘Tue moft valuable fpecies of
Socotora in the Eaft Indies, the introduct
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duras) were 689, containing 148,176 tons, and navigated by
13,936 men, being about nine feamen to every 100 tons: an
extent of thipping nearly equal (as I have clfewhere obferved)
to the whole commercial tonnage of England a century ago.
At the fame time it is not to be overlooked, that the feamen
Yo employed, being in conftant fervice, are always at command ;
and on this account, they are a more valuable body of men
than even the feamen employed in the Newfoundland fithery ;
of whom a great proportion remains in the country during
the winter, and cannot therefore, on any fudden emergency,
be added to the naval force of the kingdom (¢ ).

ON a retrofpe& of the whole it may be truly affirmed, that
the Britith fugar iflands in the Weft Indies (different in all
refpects from colonies in northern latitudes) anfwer in every
point of view, and, if I miftake not, to a much greater extent
than is commonly 1magmcd all the purpofes and expeations
for which colonies have been at any time eftablithed. They
furnith, as we have feen, a fure and exclufive market for the
merchandize and manufa&ures of the mother-country and her

(7) The French writers ftate the number of fhips employed in #heir Weft
Indian trade at 600, and the average of their burthen at 300 tons one with another:
their feamen at 1 5,000. The following account of the ‘average imports from
the French fugar Jﬂands, and the duties paid thereon, was publifhed in 1785, VizZ,

DUTIES.
130,000 catks of fugar valued at  go,000,000 livres. Droits de domaine d'occident 5,600,000 livres.

60 millions of pounds of coffee 4 5,000,000 * Droits d’o&roi a I Amcnque 753445000
2 millions of pounds of indigo 18,000,0c0 Duties on fugar refined in France 4,592,000
1 % million of pounds of cacao 1,000,000 Duties on coffee A 750,000
3 millicns of pounds of cotton 6,000,000 Dauties on indigo 375500
e ’ —
Total: 160,000,000 Total 18,323,500 »
e V S————

depens-
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