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P”BEFACE rL&c

‘ O: . all kinds of satire there is none so
entertaining ‘and universally improving,
~as that which is introduced, as it were,
occaswnally, in the course of an interest-
mg Story, which brmgs every incident
home to lee, and, by representing fas’
. m1har scenes in an uncommon and
amusmg point of view , invests them
with all the graces of mnovelty, w{ule
nature is appealed to in every particular,
The reader gratifies his curiosity in
pursuing the adventires of a person in’
" whose favour he is prepossessed; he
_espouses his cause, he sympathizes with
him in dlstrefs, his 1nd1gnat10n is heated
against the authors of his calamity; the
humane passwns are mﬂ%‘med ‘the cono- :
‘trast between dejected virtue and msultmg
vice appears with greater aggravation,
and’ every impression, havmg a double
force on the 1magmat1on, the memory,
Tetains the c1rcumstance, and the heart
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improves by the example. Phe attention
is not tired with a bare cataloguc of cha- -
racters, but agreeably diverted with all
the variety of invention; and the vicis-
sxtudes of life appear in their peculiar
circumstances » opening an ample ﬁeld
for wit and humour, ; :
Romance, no doubt, owes its origin
to ignorance, vanity, and superstition,
In the dark ages of the world, when a |
man had rendered himself famots for
wisdom or valour, his family and adherents
avalled themselves of his superior qualities,
5 maamfied his wrtues, and represented
his character and person as sacred and’
supernatural. Thé vulgar  easily” swal-
“lowed the bait, implored his protection,
and yielded thétribute of homage and
praise, even to adoration; - his exglous
~were handed down to posterity with a
thousand exaggeranonS‘ they were re-.
peated as incitements to virtues; - dwme
honours were paid, and altars erected to
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his memory, for the encouragement of
those who atterﬁpted to imitate his ex-
ample; and hence arose the heathen ¥
mythology, ~which' is no other than a
collection of extraivagant romances, —
Aslearning advanced, and geniusreceived
cultivation, these stories were embellished
with the graces of poetry; that they might
the better recommend themselyes to the
attention, they were sung in Pubhc at
festivals, for the instruction and dehght
of the audlence, and rehearsed hefore
battle, as incentives to deeds of glory. -
Thus Vtragedy and the epic muse were
born, and, in the progrefs of taste,
arrwed at Perfecnon. — It is no wonder,
that the ancients could not relish a fabley
in prose, after they had seen so many
‘remarkable events celebrated in verse,
by their best poets : we therefore find
no romance among them, during the
aera of their excellence , unlels the
Cyropoedxa of Xenophon may. be 50
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called: and it was nottll artsand éciénces
began ‘to_’re‘awvi‘ve, alter tflerirruptionvs of '
‘the Barbarians into Europe, that any
thing of this kind, aPpeéred. - But when
the minds of men were debh@che:d by
the imposition of priest-craft to the
most -absurd pitch of credulity, the
~authors of romance arose, and, losing
sight of Propablhty, ﬁlled their per-
formances. with the most ‘monstrous
hyperboles. = If they could not equal the
ancient Poets, in point of genius, they °
were resolved‘to excel them in \ﬁcﬁon,
‘and apply to the wonder, rather than the
judgment of the readers. Accordmgly
they brought necromancy to their: aid,
and instead of s'uppbrting the character
Viv)f their heroes by dignity of sentiment
and practice, distinguished them by their
" bodily strength, activity, and ekfravé'gapc_e :
‘of behayiour. - Although nothing could
be more ludicrous and utiniitural tha.l_ly":
the figures they drew, they did not want
-
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‘bpatrons and’ admn-ers , and the world
" actually began-to be infected with the
 spirit of knight errantry, _when Cervantes,
by an inimitable piece of ridicﬁle, re-
formed the taste of mankind, representmg ‘
chivalry in the right point of view, and
~ conyerting romance to pul poses far more
ubeful and entertaining, by making it
dssume ‘the sock, and point out the
follies of ordinary hfe. o
The same method has been practlsed
by other Spanish and French authors,
and by none more succelsfully than by
Mon51eur Le Sarfe, vvho, in his adven-
tures’ of ' Gil Blas, has described the
knavery and foibles of life with infinite
“humour and sagacity, — The following
sheets 1 have modelled on hisplan, taking
the hberty, however, to differ from him
in the execution, where I thought his
particular situations were uncommon and
extravagant , or pecuhar to the country_
in w]uch vhe scene 1s Iazd — The -,
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disgraces of Gil Blas are, for the most

part, such as rather excnte ~mirth than
compassmn : he himself la*ighs at them,

and his transitions from distrefls to hap-b."
pinefls, or at least iéase‘; are SO‘Suddeﬁ, :
that neither the reader has time to pity

~him, nor himself to be acquainted with | ]
alfliction, This conduct, m.my opm_ton, i
not only deviates from probability, but'
prevents that generous /inldignetion which |
.ought to animate the reader against t’he?‘
sordid and vicious dlsposmon of the~
world.

~

I have attempted to represent modest
merit strugg ling with every difficulty toq
which a friendlels orphan is exposed |

a
N

from his own want of experience, as Well |

-

Fios

as from the selfishnels, envy, mahce,f':
~and base in'diEference,'of mankind. Toll
- secure a favourable prepossession, I have
allowed him the adva_ntage of birth and |
educatlon, which, in the series of his
‘mmisfortunes will, I hope, engage the

r
=<
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“:;"ingenuoius' more warmly in his behalf;
and, t_hough I foresee that some- people
will be offended at the mean scenes in
which he is mvoived ¥ persuade myself
. the ]lldlClOlJS« will not only perceive the
necessity of aesc"ribihgi' those _si’tuétiohs
o which h‘(; mustof ‘Coufse be conﬁnedin
his low estate, but also find entertamment_
in i ewmg - those Parts of life, where the
: humours and passions are unchsgulsed by
: affectatioﬁ 7 ceremoﬁy ,' or education;
and the wh1m51cal pecuharmes of dis-
~p031t10n appear as nature has 1mplanted
them, — But I believe I need not
trouble myself in vindicating a practice
authoi;iz.ed by the best writers in thisway,
. some of whom I have alfeédy named.
‘ Every mtelhgent reader will, at first
sight, PGI‘CBIVE‘, I have not deviated from
Nature, in the facts, which are all true
in the main , although the ciroumstances
ave altered and d1sgulsed o ayoid per-
sonal. satire. o

.

..,ﬂw. e
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It now remains to give my reasons
for making the ch1ef personage of this
work a North Briton; which are chiefly
these; I could, at a. small expence,
bestow on him such education as I thought
the dignity of his birth and character re-
quired , which could not possibly be
_obtained in England, by such slender
means as the nature of my plan would
afford. In the next place I could re-
present symplicity of mannersin a remote
part of the kingdom, “withmore propriety
than in any place near the bapit\al"; and,
lastly, the disposition of the'Scots‘,h ad-
dicted to travelling, justifies my conduct
in deriving an adyent,uret from that:
country, ‘ ’ i
That the delicate reader may not
be offended atthe unmeaning oaths which
Proceed from the mouths of some persons
in these Memoirs, I beg leave to premxse,
that T imagined nbthmg could more ef-
fectually expose the absurdity of such
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miserable expletives, thana natural and
verbal representation of the discourse in
which they occar. = = .

APOL O‘JGUE"

A young pamter, indulging a vein of
pleasantry, sketched a kind of conversa-

tion - piece, representing a bear, an owl,
a monkey, and an afs; and to render it
‘more striking, humourous, and moral
dlStlngulShed every figure by some emblem
of human life. 7 o \
Bruin was exhibited in the garb and
‘attitude of an old toothlefs , drunken
soldier; the owl, perched upon the
handle of a00ffee -pot, with spectacles
on nose, seemed to contemplate a news
‘paper; and the afs, ornamented with a
huge tie wig, (which, ‘however, could
not conceal }us long ears) sat for his pic-
ture to the monkey, . who appeared with
the implements of painting. This whim=

. e
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sical group afforded some mirth, and met

with Ueneral approbatlon oannl some‘i

mischievous wag hmted that the whole

was a Iampoon upon the friends of the

performer : an insinuation, wlnch was

no sooner eirculated than those very

people who applauded it before began to

be alarmed, and even to fancy themselves

\'sioniﬁed by the éeve}jal figures of the
pleces e : : '

Among others, a worthy personagel

in years, who had served in the army

- with reputatic)n,. beiﬁg incensed at the
supposed outrage, repaired to the lodg-

~ings of the painter, and finding him at
home, — ,,Hark ye, Mr. Monkey, (said

he) I have a good mind to Eon#incé you,

that though the bear has lost his teeth,

he retainshis paws, and that he i 1S Ot 50

drunk but-he ean perceive your imper-

snence — 'Sblood, Sir! that toothlels

jaw isa damned scandalous libel — but,

don’t you imagine me so chopfallen as

-
=
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-mot to be able to chew the cud of re-
.sentment,* — Here he was interrupted
by the arrival of a learned Physician,
“who, advancing to the eunlprit, wit]i‘futy in.
his aspect , exclaimed , ,,Suppose the
augmentanon of the als’s. ears, should
prove the dlmmunon of the baboon’s! —
Nay, seek not to prevaricate; for, by
_the beard of Aesculapms , there is not
-one hair in this perriwig that will not
stand up in judgment to _convict thee of
personal abuse! — Do but observe,
Captain, how this pmful lictle fellow has
copied the vely curls — the colour,
indeed, is different,. but then the form
and foretop are quite similar.¢ Whﬂe
‘]18 thuS remonstrated ln a Strall] OE
v vomferatlon avenerable senator entered,
! andwaddhqg up to the delinquent, ,,Jack-
anapes’ ‘(cried he) I will now let thee
" see [ "can read something else than a
newspaper, and that w1thout the help of ;
- spectacles — here is your qwn note of -
‘hand, Sirrah,; for money, which, ifI
had not advanced,_ you yourself would
haye resembled an owl, in not daring

7
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o shew your face by day, you ungrate- »
ful, slanderous knave!* a4

In vain the astomshed pamter de-
clared that he had no mtentlon to give.
offence, or to cha.mctense particular
persons; they afﬁxmed the resemblance
was too palpable to be overlooked, they
taxed him with insolence, mal1ce, and
ingratitude ; and their clamours being -
overheard by the public, the ‘captain
was a bear, the doctor an afs, and ‘the
‘senator an owl to his dying- day. .

Christian Reader, I beseech thee,
in. the bowels of the Lord, remember .
this example while thou art employed in
_in-the perusal of the following sheets;
and seek not to appropriate to thyself
that which equally l?elon gsto fivehundred
different people. If thou shpuldst meet
with a character that reflects thee in
some ungracious particular , keep thy
own counsel; consider that one [eature
makes not a face, and that though thow
art perhaps. distinguished by @ bottle-
nose, twenty of thy neighbours may be in
" the same predicament, '

!
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wig in buckle, a check shlrt, a silk hand-
kerchief, and a hanger with a brafs handle,
‘girded to his thigh by a tarnished laced belt,
and 'a good oak plant under his arm, —
‘Thus equipped, he set out with me (who
by his bounty made a very decent appearance)
for my grandfathefrs house, where we were
saluted by JTowler and Caesar, whom my
cousin, the young master, had let loose at
our apptoach.v Being well acquainted with
the inveteracy of these curs, I was about to
‘betake myself to my heels, when my uncle
seized me with one hand, brandished his
cudgel with the other, and at one blow laid
Caesar sprawliog on the ground: but, finding
himself attacked at the same time in the
rear by Jowler, and fearing Caesar might
“recover, he drew his hanger, wheeled about,
and by a lucky stroke, “severed Jowlers head
from his body. — By this time the young
fox - hunter "and three servants, armed with
pitch forks and flails, were “come to the
assistance of the dogs, whom they found
breathlefs upon the feld: and my Tcousin
was so provoked at the death of his favourites,
. that he ordered his attendants, to advance
| and take vengeance on their executioner,
" whom he loaded with all the curses and -
 reproaches his anger could suggest. — Upon
Vol. V. - B
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which my uncle stept forward, with an
undaunted air, at the sight of whose bloody
weapon his antagonists fell back with pre-
cipitation , when he accosted their leader
thus: — ,,Lookee; btother, your dogs have
boarded me without provocation; what I did
was in my own defence... So you had best
be ciyil, and let us shdot a-head, -clear of
you ,* Whether the young squire misinter-
preted my uncle’s desire of peace, or was

enraged at the fate of his hounds, beyond
his usual pitch of resolution, I know not;
but he snatched a flail from one of his fol-
lowers, and came up with a shew of as-
saulting the lieutenant, who, putting himself
in a posture of defence, proceeded thus: ——
»Lookee, you lubberly son of a w—e, if
you come a-thwart me, ’ware your ginger-
bread, — Till be foul of your quarter, d—n
me, This declaration, followed by a
flourish of his hanger, seemed to check the
progrels of the young gentleman’s choler,
who, * looking behind him, perceived his
attendants had slunk into the house, shut
" the gate, and left him to decide the couten-
tion by himself. — Here a parley ensued,
which was introduced by my cousin’s asking,
»»Who the d—1 are you? — What do you
want? — Some scoundrel of a seaman, (I
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_suppose) who has deserted and turned thief. —
But don’t think you shall escape, snrrah —
P’ll have you hang’d, you dog, I will — your
blood shall pay for that of my two hounds,
‘you ragamuftin, —— I would not have parted
with them to save your whole generation
from the gallows, you ruffian you ¢ — ,,None
of your jaw, you swab — none of your jaw
(replied my uncle) else 1 shall trim your
lac'd jacket for you. I shall rub you down
with an oaken towel, my boy—I shall.¢ —
So saying, he sheathed his hanger and grasped
his cudgel. Meanwhile the people of the
louse being alarmed , one of my female
cousins opened a window, and asked what
was the matter? ,,The matter (answered the
" Lieuterant) no greatmatter, young woman, —
1 have businels with the old gentleman, and
this spark,, belike, won’t allow me to come
alon'r side of him, that’s all.¢¢ — After a few
minutes pause, we were admitted, and con-
ducted to my grandfather’s chamber, through
a lane of my relations, who honoured me
_ with very significant looks, as I passed along, |
_When we came into the judge’s presence,
“my uncle, aftertwo or three sea bows, ex-
pressed himself in this manner: — pyour
servant, your servant. — YVhat chear, father? -
_ what chear! — 1 suppose you don’t know
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me; may-hap you don’t — My name is Tom
Bowling, — and this here boy, you look
as if you did not kmow him neither, —
’tis like you may’nt, — He’s new rigged,
V’faith ; his cloth don’t shake in the wind so
much as it was wont to do, ’Tis my nephew,
d’ye see, Roderic Random, — your “own
flesh and blood, old gentleman, Don't lag
a-stern, you dog,* (pulling me forward.)
My grandfather (who was laid up with the
- gout) received this relation, after his long
absence, with that coldnels of cnnhty which
was peculiar to. him; told him he was glad
to see him, and desired him to sit down.
— ,,Thank ye, thank ye, cir, I had as lief
stand , (said'my‘ uncle (for my own part [
desire nothing of you; but if you have any
conscience at all, do something for this poor
boy, who has, been used at a very un-
christian rate, — Unchristian' do [ call it? —
1 am sure the Moors in Barbary ‘have more
humanity than to leave their little ones to
_ want. * I would fain know why my " sister’s
son is more neglected than that there fair-
weather Jack, (pointing to the young
"squire, who with the rest of my cousins had
followed us into the room.) ,,Is not he as
near a-kin to you-as the other? — :Is not
he much handsomer, and better built than.’
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‘that great chucklehead? — Come, come,
consider, old gentleman, you are going in
a short time to give an account of your
evil actions. Remember the wrongs you
did his fathér; and make all the satisfaction
in your power, before it be too late. —
The least thing you can do is to settle his
Aather’s portion. on him,* — The young
ladies, who thought themselyes too much
concerned to contain themselves any longer,
set up their throats all together against my
protector. ——¢«  Scurvy companion, —
saucy tarpaulin, — rude, impertinent fellow,
did he think to prescribe to grandpapa? ——
His sister’s brat had been too well taken
care of, — Grandpapa was too just not to
make a difference between an unnatural
rebellions son, and his dutyful loving chil-
dren, who took his advice in lall things:
and such expressions were vented against
him with great violence; until the judge at
length commanded silence. He calmly
rebuked my uncle for his unmannerly beha-
viour, which he said he would excuse on
account of his education :  he told him he
had been very kind to the boy, whom he
had kept at school seven or eight years,
although he was -informed he made no pro-
.grels in his learning; but was addicted ta
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all manner of vice, which he rather bes
" lieved, because he himself was a witnels to
a barbarous piece of mischief he had com-
mitted on the jaws of his chaplain, — But,
however, he would see what the lad was
fit for, and bind him apprentice to some
honest tradesman or other, provided he
would mend his manners, and behave for
the future as became him. — The honest
tar (whose pride and indignation boiled
within him) answered my grandfather, that
it was true he had sent him to school, but
it had cost him nothing, for he had never
been at one shilling expence , to furnish
him with food, raiment, books, or other
necessaries; so that it was not much to be
wondered, if the boy made small progrefs;
and yet, whoever told him so, was a lying,
lubberly rascal, and deserved to be keel-
hauled ; for thof he (the lieutenant) did not
understand those matters himself, he was
well informed as how Rory was the best
scholar of his age, in all the country; the
truth of which he would maintain, by laying
a wager of his whole half year’s pay -on the
boy’s head; — (with these words he pulled
_out his purse, and challenged the company),
,,Neither is he predicted to vice, as you
affirm, but rather left like a wreck (dye see)

I
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at the merey of the wind and weather, by,
your neglect, old gentleman. — As for
what happened to your chaploin, I am only
sorry, that he did not knock out the scoun-
drel’s brains, instead of his teeth, — By the
Lord, if ever | come up with him, he had
better be in Greenland, — that’s all. ——
Thank you for your courteous offer of
binding the lad apprentice to a tradesman.
I suppose you would make a taylor of
him —— would you? — I had rather see
him hang’d, d’ye see — Come along, Rory,
I perceive how the land lies, my boy, —
let’s tack about, i'faith, while I have a shil-
ling, thou shan’t want a tester, — Bye old
‘gentleman , youre bound for the other
world, but I believe damnably ill provided
for the voyage.' — Thus ended our visit;
" and we returned to the village, -my uncle
muttering curses all the way against the old
shark and the young fry that surrounded
‘him, ,

»* -

-
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CCEHAPR, Vi |

My gmndfatlzcr ‘makes Mis FVill — Our

second FVisit — He dies — His FVill is

read in presence of all his lwmg Descen-

- dants — The Disappointment of my ‘female
Cousins — My Uncle’s behaviour.

A few Weeks after our visit, we were
informed that the old judge, at the end of
a fit of thought- fulnels, which lasted three
days, had sent for a notary and made his
will; that the distemper had mounted from
his- legs to his stomach, and being conscious
of his approachmg end he had desired to
see all his deseendants without exception, —
In obedience to this summons, my uncle
set out with me a second time, to receive
the last benediction of my grandfather; often
repeating by the road, ,,Ey, ey, we have
brought up the old hulk at last, — You shall
see — you shall see the effect of my ad-
monition.‘* — When we entered his chambre,
which was crouded with his relations, we
advanced to the bed-side, where we found
him in his last agonies, supported by two of
his grand - daughters, who sat on each side of
him, sobbing most piteously, and wiping away
the froth and slaver as it gathered on his
lips, which they frequently kissed with a
shew of great anguish and affection, — My

&

"
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uncle approached him with these words,
»»What! ‘he’s not a weigh, — How fare ye —
how fare ye, old gentleman? Lord have
mercy upon your poor.sinful soul. ¢ — Upon
which the dying man turned his languid
eyes towards us, and Mr. Bowling went on —
,,Here’s poor Rory come to ste you before
you die, and receive your blessing — What,
man! don’t despair, — you have been a
great sinmer ’tis true, what then? There’s a
righteous judge above, an’tthere? He minds
me no more than a porpufs, Yes, yes, he’s
a-going, — the land crabs will have him,
1 see that: his anchor’s a-peak, i'faith.*
— This homely comnsolation scandalized the
" company so much, and especially the parson,
‘who probably thought his province invaded,
that we were obliged to retire into the other
room, where in a few minutes, we were
convinced of my grandfather’s decease, by
a dismal yell uttered by the young ladies in
~ his apartment: whither we immediately
‘hastened, and found his ”heir, who. had .
retired a little before into a closet, under ~
pretence of giving vent to his sorrow, asking
with a countenance beslubbered with tears,
if his grandpapa was certainly dead? —
,;Dead! (says my uncle, looking at the body)
" ay, ay, 1 warrant him as dead as a her
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ring, —— Odd’s fsh! new my dreém‘ is.

" out for' all the world. — I thought I stood

.upon the forecastle, and saw a parcel of

carrion crows foul of a dead shark that floated

alongside, and the devil perching on our

sprid-sail yard, in the likenefs of a blue

bear — who ,ad’ye see, jamped over-board

upon the carcase, and carried it to the

bottom in his claws.** — ,,Out upon thee
reprobate (cries the parson) out upon thee,
blasphemous wretch! — Dost thou think his

_ honour's soul is in the possession of Satan ¢ —

The clamour -immediately arose, and my
poor uncle , being shouldered from one
corner of the room to the other, was
obliged to lug out in his own defence, and
swear he would turn out for no man, till
. such time as he knew who had a title to send
him adrift. —— ,,None of your tricks upon
travellers, said he: mayhap, old Buff has

left my kinsman here, his heir; — If he

has, it will be the better for his miserable
soul. — Odds bobs; I'd desire no better
pews, — I'd soon make him a clear ship I
warrant you.* To avoid any further disturb-
ance one of my grandfather’s executors,
who was present, assured Mr. Bowling, that
his nephew should have all manner of justice;
that a day should be appointed, alter the
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funeral, for examining the papers of the
deceased, in presence of all his relations: -
till which time every desk and cabinet in
the house should remain close sealed; and
that he was very welcome to be witnefs to
this -ceremony , which was immediately per=
formed to his satisfaction. — In the mean’
time, orders were given to provide mourning
for all the relations, in which number I was
included; but my uncle would not suifer
me to accept of it, until I should be assvced
whether or no 1 had reason to honour his
memory so far. — During this interval, the
conjectures of people, with regard to the old
gentleman’s will, were various: as it was
~well known, he had, besides his landed
“estate, which was worth 700 1. per annum,
" six or seven thousand pounds at interest;
some imagined, that the whole real estate
(which he had greatly improved) would go
to the young man whom he always enter-
tained as his heir; and that the money
would be equally divided between my femals
cousins (five in number) and me — Others
were of opinion, that as the rest of his
children had been already provided for, he
would only bequeath two or three hundred
pounds to each of his grand - daughters, and
leave the bulk of the sum to mg, to atone
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for his unnagural usage of my father. — At
length the important hour arrived, and the
will was produced in the midst of the ox-
pectants, whose looks and gestures formed
a group that ‘would have been very enter-
taining to an unconcerned spectator, —
But the reader can scarce conceive the
astonishment and mortification that appeared,
when an attorney pronounced aloud, the
young ’squire sole heir of all his grand-
father’s estate , personal and real. — My
uncle, who had listened with great atten=-
tion, sucking the head of his cudgel all the
while, accompanied these words of the
attorney with _a stare , and whew , that
alarmed the whole assembly. The eldest and
pertest of my female competitors, who had
been always very officious about my grand-
father’s person, ‘enquired with a faultering
accent , and visage as yellow as‘an orange,
,if there were no legacies?* and was
answered, ,none at all.* — . Upom which
she fainted away, — The rest, whose ex-
pectations were not so sanguine,. supported
" their disappointment with more resolution,
though not ‘without giving evident marks of
indignation and grief, at least as genuine
as that which appeared in them at the old
gentleman’s death. My condu(_:tor, afcet;
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having kicked with his heel for sometime
against the wainscot, began: ,;s0 there’s no
legacy, friend, ha! — here’s an old succn~
bus; — but somebody’s soul howls for it,
d—n me!¢ — The parson of the parish,
who was one of the executors, and had
acted as ghostly director to the old man,
no sooner heard this exclamation , than he
cried out, ,Avaunt, unchristian reviler!
‘avaunt! wilt thou not allow the soul of his-
honour to rest in peace?® — But this zeal-
ous pastor did mot find himself so warmly,
seconded, as formerly, by the young ladies,
who now joined my uncle against him, and
accused him of having acted the part of a
busy body with their grandpapa, whose ears
he had certainly abused by false stories to’
their prejudice, or else he would not have
neglected them in such an unnatural man-
ner, — The young ’squire was much diverted
with this scene, and whispered to my uncle,’
~ that if he had not murdered his.dogs, he would-
~ have shewn Him glorious fun, by hunting.a
black badger (so he termed the clergyman), —
The surly lientenanty -who was not in a
humor to relish this amusement, -replied,
wYou and your dogs may be d—ned— I
: suppose you will find them with your old
dad, in the latitude of hell, —— Come,
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Rory, —— about ship, my 'léd,’ we must

steer another course, I think, — And}

-away we went, -

GHAP, V. ;
The Schoolmaster uses me bérbarously - I
form a Project of Revenge , in which I am

assisted by my Uncle — I leave the WFil=}

lage — Am settled 'at an University by his
Generosity. : : e

~ On our way back to the village, my
uncle spoke not a word during the course
of a whole hour: but whistled with great
vehemence, the tune of ZPhy should we
guarrel  for riches, ete. his visage being
contracted all the while into a most formi-
dable frown. At length his pace encreased
to such a degree, that I was left behind a
considerable’ way: then he waived for mej;
and when I was almost up with him, called
out in a surly tone, ,Bear a hand damme!|
must 1 bring to every minute for you, you

lazy dog.'* — Then *laying hold of me by
the arm, hauled me ‘along, until his good
nature and reflection getting the better of
. his passion, he said, ;,Come my boy, don’t
‘be cast down — the old rascal is in hell
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— that’s some satisfaction; you shall go to
sea with me, my lad. — 4 light heart and
a thin pair of breeches, goes Lthrough the
world, brave boys ; as the song goeS—el-; Pis =
THough this proposal did not' at all suit my‘&
inclination, I was afraid of discovering my
aversion to it , lest I shonld'disoblige the-
only friend I had in the world; and he was
¢0 much a seaman, that he never dreamt I
could have any objection to his design
consequently gave himself no trouble in
consulting my approbation, But this reso-
lution was soon dropt, by the advice of
our usher, who assured Mr. Bowling, it
would be a thousand pities to baulk my
gexfius, which would certainly, one day,
make my fortune on shore, provided it re- -
" ceived due cultivation — Upon which this
generous tar determined (though he could
il aford it) to give me university education
and accordingly settled my board and other °
expences, at a town not many miles distant,
famous for its colleges, whither we repaired
in a short time, But, before the day of
our departure, the schoolmaster, who no
- longer had the fear of my grandfather before
his eyes, laid asidé all decency and restraint,
and not only abused me in the grossest’
language, as a yicked, profligate, dull,
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beggarly miscreant, whom he had taught}
out of charity, but also inveighed in the
most bitter manner against the memory of
the judge (who by the bye had procured
 that settlement for him)\ hinting, in pretty,
plain terms, that the old gentleman’s soul
was damned to all eternity, for his injustice}
in neglecting to pay for my learning, —
This brutal behaviour, adding to the suffer-
ings I had formerly undergone, made me
think it high time to be revenged of this
insolent pedagogue, Having consulted my
adherents, I found them all staunch in thei|
promises to stand by me; and our scheme
was this: — In the afternoon 'preceding the
day of my departure for the umversity, 1
resolved to take the advantage of the usher’s
going out to make water, and shut the
great door, that he might not come to the
assistance of his superior, This being done,
the assault was to be begli’n, by my ‘ad-i
- yancing to my master and spitting in his
face, 1 was to be seconded by two of the
strongest boys in the school, who were
“devoted to me; their businels was to join|
me in dragging the ‘tyrant to a bench, over
which he was to be-laid, and his bare
: posteri{_)rs heartily flogged with his own
birch, which we proposed to wrest from
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him in the struggle; but if we should find

him too many for us all three, we were to
demand the assistance of our competitors,
who should be ready to reinforce us, or
oppose anything that mightbe undertaken for
the master’s relief, One of my principal
assistants was called Jeremy Gawky, son and
heir of a wealthy gentleman in the neighbour-
hood; and the name of the other Hugh
Strap, the cadet of a family which had given
shoemakers to the village time out of mind —
I had once saved Gawky’s life by plunging
into a river and dragging him on shore,
when he was on the point of being drowned.
— I had often rescued him from the clutches
of those whom his unsufferable arrogance
“had provoked to a resentment he was not
‘able - to - sustain; and many times saved
his reputation and posteriors, by performing
his exercises at school; so that it is not to
‘be wondered at if he had a particular regard
for me and my interests, The attachment
of Strap flowed from a voluntary, disinterested
inclination, which had manifested itself on
many occasions in my behalf, he having
once rendered me the same service that I
‘had done Gawky, by saving my life at the
risk of his own; and often fathered offences
 that 1 had committed, for which he suffered
Vol 'V, 5 6 ‘
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1

severely, rather than I should feel the weight
ofthe punishment 1 deserved. — These two.
champions were the more willing to engage
‘in this enterprize, because they intended
toleave the shool the next day, aswellas 1; the
first beingordered by hif father toreturn into the
country, and the otherbeing bound apprentice
to a barber, at a market town not far off.
: In the mean time my uncle being informed
of my master’s behaviour to me, was en-
raged at his insolence, and vowed revenge
so- heartily that I could not refrain from
 telling him the sckeme I had concerted, which
he heard with great satisfaction, at every
sentence squirting out a mouthful of spiftle;
tinctured with tobacco, of which he constantly
chewed a large quid. — At last, pulling upf
his breeches, he cried, ,,No; no, Z—ds!
that won’t do neither, — howsomever, ’ti ;
a bold undertaking, my lad, — that.I must
say, i’'faith! — but lookee, lookee, how dostf
_ propose to get clear off? — won’t the enemy
~ givechase, my boy? — aye, aye, ‘that he-wﬂE
1 warrant, — and alarm the whole coast. —I
Ah! God help thee, more sail than ballast
Rory. Let me alone for that — leave
the whole to me — Dll shew him the for
top -sail , 1 will. — If so be your ship - matej
are- jolly boys and won't flinch, you shall

1 [
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see, you shall see; egad, Il play hun a
salt - water trick = Tll bring him to the
gang - way , and anoint him with a cat
of gine tails;  he shall have a round dozen
doubled, my lad; he'shall — and be left
lashed ‘to his meditations,* = Ve were very
proud of our associate, who immediately
went to work, and prepared the instrument
of his revenge with great skill and expedition ;
after which he ordered our baggage to be
packed up and sent off, a day before our
attempt, and got horses ready to be mounted,
as soon as the affaic should be over, At
length the hour arrived, when our auxiliary,
siezing the opportunity of theusher’s absence,

bolted in, secured the door, and immediately

laid hold of the pedant by his collar, who
tbawled out, ,,Murder ! Thieves!** with the
voice of a Stentor. Though I trembled all

over like an aspen leaf, I knew there was

no time to 'be lost, and accordingly got
up, and summoned our associates to my
assistance, — Strap, without any hesitation,
Obeyed the 51gnal, and seeing me leap upon

the master’s back, ran immediately to one

‘of his legs, . W]’llch, pulling with all his force,

his dreadful adversary was humbled to the

ground : upon which' Gawky , who had

‘hitherto remained in hls place, under the
Ca

/



a6

influence of an universal trepidation, hastened
to the scene of action, and insulted the
fallen tyrant with a loud huzza, in which
the whole school joined. — This noise
alarmed the usher , who, finding himself
shut out, endeayoured, partly by threats;
and partly by eﬁtreaues, to procure admise
sion, — My uncle bade him have a little
patience, and he would let him in presently:
but if he pretended to move from that
place it should fare worse with the son of
a b——h his superior, on whom he intended
only to bestow a little wholesome chastise-
ment, for his barbarous usage to Rory, 210y
which (said he) you are no stranger.¢ — By
_this time we had dragged the criminal to a
post, to which Bowling tied him with a
rope he had provided on purpose, after
haying secured his hands and stripped his
back. —  In this ludicrous posture he stood
(to the no small entertainment of the boys,
who crowded about him and shouted- w1th‘
great exultation at the novelty of the s1ght)
venting bitter imprecations against the lieu= |
tenant, and reproaching his scholars with |
treachery and rebellion: when the usher was.
admitted , whom my uncle accosted in this |
manner ; ,,Harkee, Mr. Syntax, I believe yon
are an honest man, d’ye see—-and I have a
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respect for you — but for all that, we must,
for our own security (d’ye see) belay you
for a short time,** — ° With these words he
pulled out some fathoms of cord, which the
honest man no seoner saw, than he protested
with great earnestnels, he would allow no
violence to be offered to him, at the same
time accusing me of perfidy and ingratitude,
But Bowling representing that it was in vain-
to resist, and that he did not mean to use
him with violence and indecency; but only.
to hinder him from raising the hue and cry
against us, before we should be out of their
#power; he allowed himself to be bound to
‘his own desk, where he sat a spectator of
‘the punishment inflicted on his principal.
My uncle having upbrmded this arbitrary,
wretch with his inhumanity to me, told
him , that he proposed to give him a
little discipline -for the good of his soul,
‘which he immediately put in practice with
great vigour and dexterity, = This smart
_application - to  the pedant’s withered
‘posteriors ~ gave him such exquisite pain,
that he roared like a mad bull, danced,
~cursed, and blasphemed like a framtic
bedlamite, When the lieutenant thought
himself suffieiently. revenged, he took his
1 leaye of hxm in these words, »INOW, friend, |



58

you'll remember me thelongest day you have ta
live, — Ihave given you 4 lefson that will let
you know what flog ggingis, and teach you to
have more sympathy for the future — shout,
boys,  shout. — This ceremony was no
sooner ayer, than my uncle propoesed they
should quit she school, and convoy their
old comrade Rory to a public house, about.
a mile from the village, where he would
treat them all. — His offer being joyfully
embraced, he addressed himself to Mr.
Syntax, and begged him to accompany us;
but this ‘invitation he refused with great
disdain, telling my benefactor he was notd
the man he took him to be, — Well, well,

old surly, (replied my uncle, shaking his
hand) thou art' an honest fellow notwith-
standing; and if ever I Lave the command
of a ship, thou shalt be our schoolmaster,
P’faith.*¢ . So saying, he dismissed the boys,
and, lockmg the door, left the two precep-
‘tors ta console one another; Whlle we moved
forwards on our journey, at_tended by a nu-

merous retinue, whom he treated according
to his promise. — ' We parted with many
tears, and lay that night at an jnn on the|
voad, about ten miles short of the town
‘where I ‘was to remain, at which we arrived
next day, and I found I had no cause to
‘complain of the accommodations yrowded
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for me; in being boarded at the house of

an apothecary, who had married a distant

relation of my mother, In a few days after,
my uncle set out for his ship, having settled

the necessary funds for my maintenance and

education, & :

P |

. ".CHAP, VL

T make great progrefs in my Studies — Au
_caressed by every body. — My female
Cousins take notice of me. — Ireject their
TInvitation — T, hey are incensed, and con-
spire against me — I am left destitute by

a Mijforl'tune that befals my Uncle —
Gawky’s Treachery — my Hevenge.

 As I was capable cf reflection, I began
to consider my precarious situation; that I
‘was utterly abandoned by those whose duty
it was to protect me; and that my sole
dependence was on the generosity of one
" man, who was not onmly exposed by his
profession to continual. dangérs, which might
one -day deprive me of him for ever; but
. also, subject to those vicissitudes of disposition,
which a change of fortune usually creates;
or, which a better aequaintance with the
world.might produce: for I aliays ascribed
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his benevolence to the dictates of a heart
as yet undebauched by a commerce with
mankind — Alarmed at these considerations,
I resolved to apply myself with great care to
k my studles, and en]oy the opportumty in
my power: This 1 did with such succels,
that in the space of three years I understood
Greek very well, was pretty far advanced
in the mathematics, and no’stranger to
moral and natural philosophy; but above all
things, [ valued myself on my taste in the
Belle Lettres, and a talent for poetry, which
had already produced some pieces, that met
with a very favourable reception, These
gnalifications, added to a good face and
shape, acquired the esteem and acquain-
tance of the most conmsiderable people in
town, amd I had the satisfaction to  find
myself in some degree of favour with the
ladies; an intoxicating piece of good fortune,
to one of my amorous complexiony ,which
1 obtained, or at least preserved, by gratifying"
their propensity to scandal, and lampooning
their rivals. — Two of my female cousins
lived in this place, with their mother, since
the death of their father, who, left his whole
fortune equally ‘divided between them; so
that, if they were not the most beautiful,
they were at least the richest toasts in town;
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and received daily the addresses of all the
beaux and cavaliers of the country. — Although

I had hitherto been looked upon by them
with the most supercilious contempt, my
character now attracted their notice so much, -
that I was given to understand, | might
- be honoured with their acquaintance, if T
pleased. — The reader will easily perceive,
that this condescension either flowed from
the hope of making my poetical capacity
subservient to their malice, or at least of -
screening themselves from the lash of my
resentment, which they had effectually pro-
voked, — I enjoyed this triumph with great
‘satisfaction : and not only rejected their offer
‘with disdain, but in all my performances,
‘whether satire or panegyric, industriously.
i avoided mentioning their names, even while
1 celebrated those of their intimates; this
yieglect mortified their pride exceedingly, and
incensed them to such a degree, that they

. were resolved to make me repent of my
! ‘indifference, — The first ‘stroke of their
" Tevenge consisted in their hiring a poor °
collegian to write verses against me, the
subjeet of which was my own poverty, and
“the catastrophe of my unhappy parents;
but, besides the badnefs of the composition

* (of which they themselves were ashamed)
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they did not find their account in erideavouring
to reproach me with those misfortunes which
they and their ‘relations had brought upon
me; and which, consequently, reflected much
more dishonour on themselves than on me,
who was the innocent victim' of their barbamy
and avarice. — Fmdmg this plan mlscarry,
they found means to irritate a young gen-
tleman against me, by telling him [ had
lampooned his mistre(s; and so effectnally
succeeded in the quality of mceudxanes that
this enraged lover determined to sieze me
next night, as I returned to my lodgings

/

from a friend’s house that I frequented: with

this view, he waited in the street, attended
by two of his companions, to whom he

- had imparted his design of ¢arrying me down

to the river, in which he proposed ta have
me heartily ducked , mnotwithstanding the
severity of the weather, it being them about
the middle of December, — But this stratagem
did not succeed : for, being apprized of
their ambush, I got home another way, andy

" by the help of my landlord’s apprentice, |

discharged a volley from the garret window,
which did great execution among them; and
next day occasioned so much mirth at their
expence, that they found themselves under
the necessxty of leavmg the town , until the |

s
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_adventure should be entirely forgotten. —
My cousins, (though twice baffled .in their
expectations) did not, however, desist from
persecutmg me, who had now enraged them
- beyond a' possibility of forgivenels, by de- '
tecting their malice, and preventing it effects;
neither should I have found them: more
humane, had I patiently submitted to their
rancour, and bore without murmuring the
rigour of their unreasonable hate: for, I
have found by experience, that though small
favours may be acknowledged and slight
injuries atoned , there is mno wretch : so
ungrateful as he whom you have most gene-
rously obliged; and no enemy so implacable,
as those who thave done you the greatest
| wrong, -— These goodnatured = creatures,
. therefore, had recourse ta a scheme, which '
_ conspired with a plece of bad news I soon
“after received, to give them all the satisfaction
they desired: this plan was to debauch the
faith of my companion and confident, who
‘betrayed the trust I reposed in him, by
! imparting to them the particulars of my
small amours, which they pubhshed with
- such exaggerations, that I suftered very much
in the opinion of every body, and was
utterly discarded by the dear creatures whose
names had been called in quesuon! While
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1 was busy in tracing out the author of this

treachery, that I might not only be revenged
on him, but also vindicate my character to

wy fnends, I one day perceived the looks,
- of my landlady much altered, when I went

- home fo dinner, and enquiring into the

cause, she skrewed up her mouth, and fixing

her eyeson the ground, told me her husband

had received a letter from Mr. Bowling,

with one inclosed for me — she was very

sorry for what had happened, for both my
sake and his own. — People should be more
_cautious of their conduct. — She was always

afraid his brutal behaviour would bring him

into some misfortune or other. — As for

her part she should be very ready to be-

friend me; but she had a small family of
her own to maintain, — The world would

do nothing for her if she should come to
want .— charity begins at home; she wished

I had been bound to some substanual handi-

craft, such as a weaver, or:a shoe - maker,

rather than loiter away my time in learning
" foolish nonsense that would mever bnng me
in a penny — but some folks are wise, and
some are otherwise. — I was hstemng to this

mysterxous discourse with great amazement,
when her husband entered, and, withoutspeak-

ing a syllable, put bath theletters into my hand.
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I received them trembling , 'and read whatr
follows: :
; i To Mr, Rocm Pamiow.
,,SIR,
4sThis is to let you know thatI have quitted
the Thunder Man of War; being obliged
to sheer off, for killing my Captaiu , which I
did fairly on the beach at Cape Tiberoon, in
the island of Hispaniola; having received his

fire and returned it, which went through his

~body: — and I would serve the best man

so that ever stepped between stem and

‘stern, if so be, that he struck me, as captain

Oakham did, I am, (thank God) safe among
the French, who*ér\e very civil, though I
don’t understand their lingo, and I hope to

- be restored in a little time, for all the great

friends - and parliamentary interest of the
captain, for I have sent over to my landlord

in Deal an account of the whole affair,
| with our bearings and distances while we
" Were engaged, whereby I have desired him

-

to lay it before his Majesty, who, (God blefs
him) will not suffer an honest tar tobe
wronged. — My love to your spouse, and
am T S
% Your loving friend,

And servant to command; while

Thomas ‘Bowling, ‘¢
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To Roperic Ranpown,
»DEAR RORY,
ysDon’t be grleved at my mlsfortune —_

but mind your book, my lad. I have got
no money to send you; but what of thar?—
Mr, Potion will take care of you, for 1}1.‘?
love he bears to me: and let you want for
nothing, and it shall go hard, but I will see
him one day repaxd — No more at present.
but rests

Your dutiful uncZe

* and servant, til} deathy

/ Thomas Bowhng «

. This letter (which, with the ,other , was
dated from Port Louis, in Hispaniola) I had
no' sooner read , than the  apothecary, |
shaking his head, began: —— ,,I' have a
very great regard for Mr, Bowling, that's
certain, — and could be well content —
but times are very hard. There’s no such
thing as money to be got — 1 believe it is
all vanished under ground, for my part. —
Besides, I have been out of pocket already, .
haying entertained you since the beginning

of this month without receiving a sixpence, —
and God knows if ever I shall; — for I
believe it will go hard with your uncle, —
And, more than that, I was thinking Of



47

giving you warning, for 1 want your apart-
‘ment for a’ new prenuce, whom I expect
from the country every hour..— So T desire
you will this week provide yourself with
another lodging,* — The indignation which
this harangue inspired, gave me spirits to
support my reverse of fortune; and to tell
him, 1 despised his mean, selfish disposition
so much, that I would rather starve than be
beholden to him for one single meal, Upon
whxch, out of my pocket money , 1 paid
him to the last farthing of what I owed, and
assured him I would not sleep another night
under his roof, This said, I sallied out in a
transport of rage and sorrow, without know-
ing whither to fly for shelter, having not ,
one friend in the world capable of relieving
me, and only three shillings in my purse.
After giving tay for a few minutes to the
dictates of my rage, 1 went and hired a
“small bed - rodm, at the rate of one shilling
. and sixpence per week, which 1 was obliged
_to pay per advance, before thelandlord would
Teceive me: thither I removed my luggage; '
and next mormng got up, with a view of
craying the advice and assistance of a person
who had on all occasions loaded me with
caresses, and made frequent offers of friend-
ship , while I was under no necesszty of
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accepting them. He received me with his
wonted affability, and insisted on my
breakfasting with him, a favour which [ did
not thik 6t to refuse. But, when I come
municated the occasion of my visit, he appeared
so disconcerted , that I . concluded him
wonderfully affected with the misery of my
condition , ~and looked upon him as a man-
of the most extensive sympathy and bene-
volence. - He did not leave me long under
this mistake; for, recovering himself from
“his confusion, he told me, he was grieved
at my misfortune, and desired to know what
had passed between my landlord, Mr.
Potion, and me. Whereupon I recounted
the conversation; and, when I repeatEd the
answer I made to his ungenerous remonstrance,
with regard to my leaving his house, this.
pretended friend affected a stare, and exclaim-
. ed, yis it possible you -could behave so 1ll
to the man who had treated you so kind]y‘i'{
all along?¢ — My surprize at hearing this,
was not at all affected; and, U gave him to |
understand, with some warmth, that I did |
notimagine he would so unreasonably espouse
the cause of a scoundrel, who ought to be
expelled from every soc al community, This
heat of mine gave him all the advantage he
desired over me, and our discourse (Cafter
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much altercatmn) concluded in his. desiring
never to see me again in-that place; to

. which desire I yielded my consent, assuring
him, that had I been as well acquainted
Wxth his principles formerly, as1 was now,
' he never should have had an opportunity of
making that request — And thus we p\arted
. On my return, I met my comrade
’Squire Gawky, whom his father had sent,
‘Some time ago, to town, for his improve-
ment in writing, dancing, fencing, and
other modish qualifications. As I had lived.
‘with him , since his arrival, on the footing
of our old intimacy, I made no scruple of
mfotmmg kim of the lownefs of my circum-
stances, and asking a small supply of money
to answer my present expence; upon which
he f)]]lled out a handful of halfpence, with
3 shilling or two among them, and swore
that was all he had to keep his
next quarter- day, he having lost &
part of his allowance the mght

: his mdﬁferénce, for he nelther expre\sse'
[jany sympathy for my mitshap, nor desire o
‘Qlleviating my distrefs ; and accordmgly [
feft him, without uttering one word; but
Prhen 1 afterwards understood that he was
Vol v, sk i e % LI

>
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the person who had formerly betrayed me |

to the malice of my cousins, to whom like-
wise he had carried the tidings of my forlorn
situation , which afforded them great matter
of triumph and exultation, 1 determined
with myself to call him to a severe account;
for which purpose I borrowed a sword, and

wrote a challenge, desiring him to meet me
 at a certain time and place, that I might

~ haye an opportunity of punishing his per- |

fidy, at the expence of his blood. He ac-
cepted the invitation, and I betook myself
to the feld, though not without feeling
considerable repugnance to the combat,
which frequently attacked me in cold sweats
by the way; but the desire of revenge, the

shame of retracting, and hope of conquest, [

conspired to repel these unmanly symptoms
of fear, and I appeared on the plain with
a good grace; there I waited an hour beyond
ointed, and was not ill pleased}
e had no mind to meet me: be

sing his cowardice, ‘displaying my o¥
courage, and of beating him soundly, where
soever L should lind him, without any dread
of the consequence —— Elevated with thest
suggestions , which entirely banished all

thoughts of my deplorable condition, 1 wen :‘

should have an opportunity ‘o‘f-;t;}'- :
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directly to Gawky’s lodgings, where T was
informed of his prempltate retreat, he having
set out for the country in lefs than an hour
after he had received my billet: and I was
vain enough to have the whole story mserted
in the news, although I was fain to sell a
gold -laced hat to my landlord, for lefs than
half- price , to defray the expence, and con-

tribute to my subsistence,
- |

CHAPD. - Vil

Idm entertained by Mr, Crab — A Descrip.
tion of him'— I acquire the Art of Surgery
— Consult Crab’s Disposition — Become
tecessary to him— An Accident ﬁappcu.r——:
He advises me to launck inko t/ne orld —
Assists me with Morwy — I set out for
London, ‘

The fumes of my resentment being dissi«
pated, as well as the vanity of my succefs, I
found 'myself deserted to all the horrors of
extreme want, and avoided by mankind as a
 creature . of a different species, or rather
a solitary being, no ways comprehended
within the scheme or protection of Provi-
dence. My despair had ‘rendered me almost
Jquite stupefied, ~when l was one day told

D 2

’
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that a gentleman desired to see ‘me at a
certain® public house, whither I immediately
repaired ; and was introduced to one Mr,
Launcelot Crab, a surgeon in town, who
was engaged, with two more, in drinking a
liquor, pop -in, composed by mixing
a quartern of brandy, with a quart of small
beer. Before I relate the occasion of this
message, 1 believe it will not be disagreeable
to the reader if 1 describe the gentleman
who sent for me, and mention some cir-
cumstances of his ‘character and conduct,
which may illustrate what follows, and account
- for his behaviour to me. : |
. This member of the faculty' was aged
fifty, about five feet high, and ten round
the belly; his face was capacions as a full
moon, and much of the complexion of a
mulberry; his nose, resembling a powder-
horn, was swelled to an enormous size, and
studded over with carbuncles; and his little
grey eyes reflected the rays in such an
oblique manner that, while he looked a
person full in the face, one would have
imagined he was admiring the buckle of his
shoe. — He had long entertained an im-
placablev:resentment against ‘Potion, who,
though a young practitioner, . was better
employed than he, and once had the assurance|
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(7] perform a. cure, Whereby he disappointed
and disgraced the prognostic of the said
(rab — This quarrel,. which was at one time
vpon the point of being made up by the -
interposition and mediation of friends, had
been lately inflamed beyond a possibility of -
reconciliation by the respective wives of the
opponents, who, chancing to meet a christen-
ing, disagreed about precedence, proceeded
from invectives to blows, and were, with
greaf,di{ﬁcu]ty, by the gossips, prevented
from converting the occasion of joy into a
scene of lamentation,

" The difference between these rivals was
in the height of rancour when I received the
message of Crab, who received me as civilly as
I'could have ekpected from one of his dispo-
sition; and, after desiring me tosit, enquired -
into - the particulars of my leaving the
house of Potion; which, when [ had related,
he said, with a malicious grin — ,,There’s
‘a sneaking dog' — I always thought him a
Fellow without 2 soulf d—n me! a canting
scoundrel, who' has ‘crept into businels by
'his_ hypocrisy, and kissing the a—se of every
body.«« — »Aye, aye, (says another), one
may see with half an eye, that the ‘rascal
has no honesty in him, by his gomg 50
-'egular]y to ehurch « This sentence was
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confirmed by a third, who assured his coms
panions that Potion was never known to be
disguised in liquor but once, at a meeting
of the godly, where He had distinguished
himself by an ex tempore prayer, an hour
long. — After this preamble Crab addressed
himself to me in these words, ,,Well, my
lad, 1 have heard a good character of you,
and I'll do for you'— You may send your
things to ‘my house when you please — 1
have given orders for your reception. —
Z—ds! what does'the booty stare at? if you
have no mind to embrace my courteous
offer, you may let it alone and be d—n’d.%
1 answered, with a submissive bow, thatl.
was far from rejecting his friendly offer,
which I would immediately accept, as soon
as he should inform me on what footing
I was to be entertained — ,;What footing!—
—d—n' my blood, (cried he) d’ye e:»_rp‘ecr‘\to
have a footman and a couple of horses kept
for you?«¢ — ,,No, Sir: (I replied) my ex
pectations are mnot quite s0 sanguine, —
That { may be as little burthensome as possible,
1 would willingly serve in your shop, by
which means I may save you the expense of
a journeyman, or porter at least, for 1 un-
dersand a little pharmacy, having employed

some of my leisure hours in the practice. of,
; s / |

|
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that art, while I lived with Mr, Potion;
‘meither am I altogether ignorant of surgery,
which I have studied with great pleasure and

application. — ,,0 ho! you did? (says
Crab.) Gentlemen , here is a complete
‘artist? — Studied surgery! what? In books,

B suppose. — I shall haye you disputing with
me one of those days, on points of my
profession. — You can already account for
muscular motion (I warrant) and explam the
mystery of the brain and nerves — ha! —
You are too learned for me, d—n me, —
But let’s hear no more of this stuff: — can
you bleed and give a clyster, spread a
plaister, and prepare a potion?¢ — Upon
‘my answering in the affirmative, he shook his
head, telling me, he believed he should
have little good of me, for all my promises; —
but, however, hé would take me in for the
_sake of charity, — I was accordingly that
very night admitted to his house, and had
an apartment assigned to me in the garret,
which [ was fain to put up with, nothwith.
sténding the martification my pride suffered
in this change of circumstances. I was soon-
eonvinced of the real motives which induced
Crab to receive me in this manmer ; for, besi-
des the gratification of his revenge, y exposing
‘the selfishnefs of his antagomst, in opposition

.
e ¢
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to his own generosity, which was all affectation,
he had occasion for a young man who
understood something of the profession, to
Il up the place of his eldest apprentice,
lately dead, not without violent suspicion of
foul play from his master’s brutality,” The
knowledge of this circumstance, ‘togeiher
with his daily behaviour to his wife, and the
young apprentice, did not at all contribute
Io my enjoying my new situation with ease;
however, as | did not perceive how I could
bestow myself to better advantage, 1 resolved
1o study Crab’s temper withall the application,
‘and manage it with all the addrefs in my
power, — And it was not long before I found
out” a strange peculiarity of humour, which
governed his behaviour towards all his
dependants. 1 obseryed, when he was pleased,
he was such a ziggard of his satisfaction;
that if his wife or servants betrayed the least
symptom of participation, he was offended
to an insupportable degree of choler and
fury, the elfects of which they seldom
failed to feel. — And, when his indignation
was roused, submission and soothing always
exawérafed‘it beyond the baunds of reason and
humanity. — I therefore pursued a contrary
_plan; and one day, when he honoured me
- with the names of ignorant whelp, and lazy
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raggamuffin — 1 boldly replied, I was neither
ignorant nor lazy, since I both understood
and performed my businels as well as he
could do for his soul, neither was it just to
call me raggamuffin, for 1 had a whole coat
on my back, and was descended from a
better family than any he could boast an
“alliance with, .He gave tokens of great
amazement at this assurance of mine, and
shook his came over my head, regarding me
all the time, with a' countenance truly
diabolical, Although I was terribly sm@led
at his menacing looks and posture, I yet had |
reflection enough left, to convince me I had
gone too far to retract, and that this was
the critical minute that must decide my future
lot in his service; 1 therefore snatched up
the pestle of a mortar, and swore, if he
offered to strike me without a cause, Ishould
‘see whether his skull or my weapon was
hardest, He continued silent for some time,
‘and at last broke forth into these ejaculations,
~—,,This is: fine usage from a servant to a.
master; — very line! — damnation! — but
U0 matter, you shall pay for this, you dog,
you shall, — [l do your businels — yes,
yes, I'll teach you to lift your hand against
| me,* — 8o saying, he retired, and left me
under dreadfulapprehensions, which vanished
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entirely at our next meeting, when he
behaved with unusual complacency, ' and
treated me with a glafs of punch after dinner.
By this conduct,, [ got the ascendency over
him in a short time, and became so neces=
sary to him, in managing his businels, while
he was engaged at the bottle, that fortune
began to wear a kinder aspect; .and I con-

_soled myself for the disregard of my former

acquaintance, with the knowledge 1 daily
imbibed, by a close application to the duties

of my employment, in which I succeeded

beyond my own expectation, — I was on very
good terms with my master’s wife , whose
esteem I acquired and cultivated, by repre-
senting Mrs. Potion in the most ridiculous
lights 'my satyrical talents could invent,

_as well as by rendering her some chsistian

offices, when she had been too familiar with
the dram bottle, to which she had often
times recourse for consolation, under the
affliction she suffered from ‘a  barbarous
husband. — In this manner I lived, without
hearing the least tidings of my uncle, for
the space of two years, during which time
1 kept little or mo company, being neither
in a humour to relish, ner in a capacity
to maintain, much acquaintance: for the
Na-bAal’, my master, allowed ‘'me no wages;
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_and the small perquisites of my station scarce
supplied me with the common necessaries of
life. — I was no longer a pert unthinking
coxcomb , giddy with popular applause, and
‘elevated with the extrayagance, of hope; my
misfortunes had taught me how little the
caresses of the world, during a man’s pro-
sperity, are to be valued by him; and how
seriously and expeditiously he ought to set
about making himself independert of them,
My present appearance, therefore, was the
least of my care, which was wholly engrossed’
in laying up a stock of instruction that might
‘secure me against the caprice of fortune for
the fatare; 1 became such a sloven, and
_ contracted such an air of austerity, 'that
‘every body pronounced me crest-falleny
‘and Gawky returned to town without running
any risque from my resentment, wlnch was
by this time pretty much cooled , and
- restrained by prudential reasons so effectually,
. that I never so much as thought of obtaining
satisfaction for theinjuries he had done me, —
. When, I deemed myself sufficiently master
“of my businefs, I' began to cast about for
an opportunity of launching into the ‘world,
in hopel of finding some ; provision that
might make amends for the difficulties 1 had
‘undergone; but, as this could not be effected

I
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without a small sum of money to equip me
for the field, I was in the utmost perplexity
how to raise it, well knowing that Crab,
for his own sake, would never put me in
_ condition to leave h1m when his interrest
was so much. concerned in my stay, — Bug
a small accident, which happened about this/
time, determined him in my favour. —
This was no other than the pregnancy of
his maid servant, who declared her suuanonj
to me, assuring me at the same time, that!
I was the occasion of it. Although I had
no reason to question the truth of “this
imputation, I was notignorant of the famrh

arities which had passed between her master
and her; taking the advantage of which, I
I'E'PTESPntf‘d to her the folly of laying the
burden: at my door, when she mlght dispose
of it to much better purpose with Mr, Crab:

She listened to my advice, and next dayd
acquainted 'him with the pretended succels
of their mutual endeavours, — He was far-
from being overjoyed at this proof of his
vigour, which, he foresaw, might have ve-
ry troublesome consequences ; not that he
dreaded any domestic grumblings and
reproaches from his wife, whom he kept in
‘perfect subjection; but because he knew it
would furnish- his rival Potion with a handle
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for insnlting and undermininghis réputation,
there being no scandal equal to that of
uncleauuefs, in the oplmon of those who
“inhabit the part of the island where he lived,

—— He therefore took a resolution worthy
of himself, which was, to persuade the g]rl v
that she was not with child, but only afflicted

with a disorder incident to young women,
which he could easlly remove : . with this

view (as he prénded) he preseribed her

_such medicines, as he thought would infallibly

procure abortion; but in this scheme he was

dissappointed, for the mald being avertised

by me of his desrgn, and at the same time

“well acquamted with her own condition,

abso]utely refused to follow his directions;

and threatened to publish her situation to the

world ;. if he wonld not immediately take
some method of providing for the important

| ‘occasion, which she expected in a few months,

It was not long Before I guessed the result ™
' of his deliberation, by his addreasmg himself

1o me (on day) in_ this manner; ,I am

surprised that a young fellow like you

discovers - no inclination to push his forrune

in }éle world — Before I was your age, I

was broﬂmg on the coast of Guinea. —

‘Damme! what’s to hinder you from proﬁtmg

. by the war, which will certamly be declared
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in a short time against Spain? you may
easily go on board a king’s ship in quality
of a surgeon’s mate, where you will certainly
see a great deal of practice, and stand a
good chance of getting prize - money.* I
laid hold of this declaration, which I had
]ofxg ~wished for, and assured him I would
follow his advice with pleasure, if it was in
my power; but that it was impossible for
me to embrace an opportlinity of that kind
as 1 had no friend to advance a little 'mohey,
to supply me with what necessaries I should
want, and defray the expences of my journey
to London. He told me, that few necessaries
-were required; and as for the expence of
' my 'journey,»' he would lend me moneyy
sufficient not only for that purpose , but
also to maintain me comfortably in Londony
until I shouldéprocure a warrant for my
provision on board of some ship. — I gave
him a thousand thanks for his obliging offer
(although 1 was very well apprised of his
motive, which was no other than ‘a desiga |
to lay the bastard to my charge, after my
‘departures;) and accordingly set outin a few
weeks for London; my whole fortune con-
‘sisting of one suit_ of clothes, half a dozen
of ruffled shirts, as many plain; two pair of |
worsted, and alike number ofthread stokings; |
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a case of pocket instruments, a small edition
oE Horace, Wiseman’s Surgery, and ten
guineas in cash; for which Crab took my
bond, bearmg 5 per cent interest: at the
same time he gave me a letter to the Member
of Parliament for our Town, which, - he
said, would do my businefs eifectually.

'CHAR VIIL-

I Arrive at Newcastle — Meet with my old
School - Feltow, Strap — FFPe determine to
walk touetker to London — Set out on our
Journcy — Put up at a solitary Ale house
— dre discurbed by, a .rtmnge Adventure in
the Night, : : -

i

There is no such convemence as a wag-
gon in this couptry, and my finances were
too weak to support the expence of hiring

a horse; I determined, therefore, to set
out with the carriers, who tramsport goods
{ from one place to another on horsebac_k,
nd this. scheme T accordmgly put in ex-
ecution, on the first day of November 173g,
sitting upon a pack saddle between two
baskets; one of which contained my goods
in a knapsack. But by the time we arrived
at Newcastle upon Tyne, I was so fatigued *
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with the tediousnels of the carriage, and
benumbed with the coldnefs of the weather,
_that [ resolved to travel the rest of my
journey on foot, rather than proceed in such
a disagreeable manmer, :

The hostler of the inn at which we put
up, understanding 1 was bound for London,
advised me to take my passage in a collier,
which would be both cheap and expeditious,
and withal much easier than to walk upwards
of three hundred miles through deep roads,
in the winter time; a jourpey which he
‘believed I ~had mnot strength enough to
perform, — I yvas almost- persnaded to
take his -advice, when, one day, stepping
into a barber’s shop to be shaved, the young
man, while he lathered my face, accosted
me thus: ,,Sir, 1 presume you are a Scotch-.
Sanane el answered in the ‘affirmative. —
,,Pray, (continued he) from what part of
Scotland ?¢ — I no sooner told him, than|
he discovered great emotion, and not con-,
fining his. operation to my chri'n and uppei:{‘
lip, he smeared my W’hole' face with great’
agitation, — I was so offended at thi’s‘
rofusion, that starting up, I asked him what
the d—1 he meant by using me so? — He |
begged pardon,' telling me his joy at meeting
with a countryman had occasioned someé

/
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_confusion in him: and craved my name, —
‘But, when I declared my name was Randomy
he  exclaimed in- a rapture, ,,How! Rory
Random #¢¢ The same I replied, looking  at
him with astonishment. ,;What, cried he,
don’t you know your old school fellow,
Hugh Strap 7¢ At that instant recollecting
his face, I flew into his ‘arms, and in the
transport of my joy, gave him back one
half of the suds he had so lavishly bestowed
oﬁ;."my countenance; so that we made a very
Indicrous ‘appearance, and furnished a grear
deal of mirth for_his master and shopmates,
who were witnesses of this scene. — When
our mutual caresses were over, I sat down
again to be shaved, but the poor fellow’s
‘nerves were so discomposed by this; unex-_
pected meeting, that his hand could scarcely
hold \the razor, with which (neverthelefs)

he found means to cut me in three places,
in as many strokes. His master, perceiving

his disorder, bade another supply his place

and, -after the operation, was performed,
gave Strap leave to pals the rest of the day

With me. — We retired immediately to my

lodgings, where calling for some beer, I
desired " to be informed of his adventures,
Which contained nothing more, than that

is: master dying before his time was out,
y Vol v SE :
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ke had come to Newcastle about a year ago,
_in expectation of journey-work, along with
‘three young fellows of his.acquaintance who
worked in the keels; that he had the good
fortune of being employed by a civil master,
with whom he intended to stay till the
spring, at which time he intended to go to
London, where he did not doubt of finding
encouragement, -— When I communicated
to him my situation and design, he did
not approve of my taking a passage by ses
by reason of the danger of a winter voy:
age, which is very hazardous along that
coasty, as well as the precariousnels of tie
wind, which might possibly detain me a great
while; to the no small detriment of my for-
tune : whereas, if [ would yenture by land, he
would bear me company, carry my baggageall
the way; and if we should be fatigued before
we could perform the journey, it would b
no hard matter for us to find on the road
either return-horses, or waggons, of whid
we might take the advantage for a trifling
expence. — I was so ravished at this prbposal,"
that I embraced him affectionately, ant
assured him he might command my pur$
to the last farthing; but he gave me ¥
" understand he had saved money sufficient
answer his own occasions, and that he had?

4
1
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friend in London, who would soon introduce
him into businels, in that ’cap‘ital;; and might
possibly have it in his power to serveme also,
Having  concerted the plan, and settled
our affairs that night, ‘we departed nexe
morning by day-break, armed with a good
eudgel each (my companion being ¢charged with
the furniture ofus both,crammed into one knap-
sack ;) and our money sewed between the lining
and waistband of our breeches. exeept some
lsose silver for our immediate expence on the
road. — We travelled all day at a round pace,
but being ignorant of the proper stages, were
benighted at a good, distance from any inn,
so that we were compelled to take up our
lodamg at a small hedge ale house, that
stood on a bye-road, abont half a mile
from the highway: There we found a pedlar
of ‘our ‘own country, in whose company we
tegaled ourselves with bacon and ‘eggs, and
a glals of good ale, before a comfortable
fire;, conversing all the while very socxably
with the landlord and his daughter, an hale
‘buzom lafs, who entertained: us with great
good humour, and in whose affection I
Was vain enough to believe I had made some
Progrefs, About eloht o’clock we were all
three, at our own deslre. shewn into an
partment, furmshed with two beds, in one
Ea :




68

of which Strap and I betook ourselves to}
~rest, and the pedlar occupied the other,
though not before he ~had prayed a consi-
derable time ex tempore, searched into every
corner of the room, and fastened the door {
on the inside with a strong iron screw,
which he carried about with him for that
use, — I slept very sound till midnight,
when) I was disturbed by a violent motion
~ of the bed, which shook under me wit
a continual tremor. — Alarmed  at thifff
phenomenon, Ijogged my companion, who
to my no|small amazement, I found drenchel
in sweat, and quaking through every limb{
he told] me with a low faultering -voice,
that we were undone; for there was a blody
highwayman with loaded pistols in the mex|
room; then bidding me.make as little nois
as posslble, he directed me to a sml
chink in the board petition, throuwh whiclf -
I could see a thickset brawny fellow,
a ﬁerce countenance, sitting at a tablg
with - our young landlady, having a bottl
of ale, and a brace of pistols before Li
I listened with great attention, and heard
him say in a terrible tone; ,,d—n that 0
of a bitch, Smack, the coachman! — 9
has served me a fine trick, indeed: — bt
d——tion sieze me, ifldon’t make himrepes

L 38
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it: Pl teach the scoundrel to give intelligence
to others, while he is under articles with
me.* — Our landlady endeavoured to appease
this exasperated robber, by saying he might
be -mistaken in Smack, who, perhaps, kept
‘no correspondence with the other gentleman
that robbed his coach, — and, that if an
accident, had disappointed him to ‘day, he
might soon find opportunities enough to
atone for his lost trouble. — ,,I'll tell thee
what, my dear Bett (replied he) I never had,
nor ever will, while my name is Rifle, have
such a glorious booty as I missed to day, —
Z—ds! there was 4oo 1. in cash, to recruit
men for the king’s service, Desides the
jewels, watches, swords and money belonging
“to the passengers; — had it been my fortune
to hayve got clear off with so much treasure,
1 would have purchased a commission in the
. army; and made you an officer’s lady, you.
jade, I would.® — ,,Well, well, (cries Betty)
We must trust to Providence for that; but
did you fnd nothing worth taking, which .
escaped the other gentleman of the road !¢ —
»Not much; faith, (said the lover) I gleaned -
a few things, — such as a pair of pops,
silver mounted, (here they are) I took them
loaded from the Captain who had the charge
- of the money, together with a gold watch -
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which he had concealed in his breeches, —
I likewise found ten Portugal pieces in the
shoes of ‘a quacker, whom the spirit moved
1o revile me with great bitterne(s and devotion;
but what 1 value myself mmtly fory is this
here purchase, a gold snuff bax, my glrl

with a picture on the inside of the lid:
which 1 untied out of the tail of a pretty,
lady’s smock,* — F¥lere, as the devil would
have it, the pedlar snored so loud, that
the lnghwayman, snatching his pistols, stérted
up, crying, ,,Hellandd—n—n! Iam betrayed,

who’s that in the next room?* Mrs. Betty
told him, he need not be uneasy, they were
only ' three poor wearied travellers, = who
missing the road, had taken up, theu‘lodgmg
in_ the house, and were asleep long ago. —
,,Travellers' (Jays. he,) spies, you b—ch!
but no matter — Ill sent them all to hell
in an instant.¢¢ — He accordingly ran towards
our door; when his sweetheart interposing,
assured him there was only a couple of poor
young Scotchmen, who were too raw aml
ignorant ta give him the ileast cause of
suspicion; and the third was a presbyterian
pedlar of the same nation, who had often
lodged in the house before. —:This declaration
satisfied the thief, who swore he was glad
there was a pedlar, for he wanted some
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linen — Then, in a jovial manner, he pl;t
‘about the glafs, mingling his discourse to
Betty, with caresses and familiarities that -
spoke him very happy in his amours. During
that part of the conversation which regarded
‘us, Strap had crept under the bed, where
he lay in the agonies of fear; so that it was
{with great difficulty I persuaded him  our
danger ~was over’, and prevailed on him
,,‘to wake the pedlar, and jinform him of
what he had seen and heard. — The itinerant -
merchant no sooner felt somebody shaking
him by the shoulder, than he started  up,
calling as loud as he could, -— , Thieves,
thieves! Lord have mercy on us.“ And
Rifle, alarmed at this exclamation, jumped
ups cocked one of his pistols, and turned
towards the door, to kill the first man who
should enter; for he vefi@ believed himself
beset; when his Dulcinea, after animmoderate
it of laughter, persuaded him, that the
. poor pedlar, dreaming of thieves, had only
" cried out in his sleep. — Meanwhile ,” my
comrade had undeceived our fellowlodger,
and informed him of his reason for disturbing
him; upon which getting up softly, he’
peeped through the hole, and was $0 terrified
with what he saw., that falling down on his
_ bare knees, he put up a long petition to
heaven, to deliver him from the hands of
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that ruffian, and promised never to defrand
a customer for' the future of the value of
a pin’s_point, provided he might be rescued
from the present danger, — Whether or not
the disburthening his conscience afforded him
any ease, I know not; but he slipped inte
‘bed again, and lay very quiet until the
robber and ‘his mistrefs were asleep, and
snored in concert; then, rising softly, he
untied a rope that was round his pack, which,,
making fast to one end of.it, he opened the
window with as little noise as~ possible,
and lowered the goods into the yard with
great dexterity : then he moved gently to
our bed-side, and bade us farewel, 1elling
us, that as we ran no risk, we might take
our rest with great* conﬁdence, and, in the
mornmg, assure our landlord that we knew
nothing of his eseape and, lastly, shaking
us by the haffds, and wishing us all manner
of ‘succefs , he let him drop from the window
without any danger, for the ground was not
above a yard from his feet as he hung on
the outside.  Although I did not thmk
proper te accompany him in his- flight, [
was not at all free from apprehension, when
1 reflected on what mlghn be the effect of
the highwayman’s disappointment; as he
certainly intended to make free with the
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pedlar’s ware. Neither was my companion
at more ease in his mind; but on 3he
contrary, so possessed with the dreadful idea
of Rifle, that he solicited me strongly to
follow .our countryman’s example; and. so
elude the fatal resentment of that terrible ;
adventurer, who would certainly wreak his
vengeance on us, as accomplices of the ped-
lar’s elopement. — But I represented to, him
the danger of giving Rifle cause to think -
we knew his professmn, and. suggested,
that if ever he should meet us again on the
‘r0ad, he ‘would look. upon us as dangerous
acquaintance, ‘and _find it his interest to put
us out of the way, — I told nim, withal, my
confidence in Betty’s good nature, in which
he acquiesced; and during the remaining part
of the night, we concerted a proper method
of behaviour, to render us unsuspected in the '
morning.
It was no sooner day, than Betty, entermg
~our chamber, aud perceiving our Wmdow
~ open, cried out, ,,0dds bobs! sure you
Scotchmen must have hot constxtutlons to lie
~all night with the window open, in such cold
weather,« — 1 feigned to start out of sleep;-
and w1thdrawmg the curtain, called ,,What's
‘the matter ¢ When she shewed me, I .
affeeted surprise, and said, ,Blefs me the
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window! was shut when we went to bed ¢ —
4, Pll be hanged, said she, if Sawn); Waddle,
- the pedlar, has not got up in a dream and
done it, for L heard him very opstropulous
in his sleep, — Sure [ put a chamber-pot
under his bed. ¢ — With these words she
advanced to the bed in which he lay, and
' finding the sheets cold, exclaimed, ,Good
lack a daisy ! theirogue is fled !¢ — ,Fled;
(cried T, ‘with feluned amazement), God
; forbid! — Sure he has not robbed us.t* —
" Then springing up, ‘I laid hold  of my
~ breeches, and emptied all my loose money
into my hand; which having reckoned, I
said, heaven be praised, our money s all
safe: '— Strap, ‘look to the knapsack.‘ —
‘He did so, and  found all was right' —
Upon which we jasked with seeming concern,
. if he had stole nothing belongingtothe house?
— ,,No, no, replied she, he has stole nothing
but his reckoning ;¢ wiich, it seems, this.
pious pedlar had forgot to discharge, in the
midst of his devotion. — Betly,qafter a
moment’s pause, withdrew , and immediately
we could hear her waken Rifle, who mo
sooner heard of Waddle’s flight, than he
jumbed out of bed and dressed, venting 4
thousand execrations, and vowing to murder
the pedlar, if ever he set eyes on him againj
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For, said he, the scoundrel has by this time
raised the hue and cry against me, e
Having dressed himself in a hurry, he mounted
his horse, and for that time rid us of his
company, and 'a thousand fears that were
the consequence of it — While we were at
breakfast, Betty endeavoured, by all the
cunning she was mistrels of, to learn whether
‘or no ‘we suspected our fellow lodger, whom
we saw take horse; but as we were on our
guard, we answered her by sly questions
‘with a simplicity she could not distrust; when
‘all of a sudden we heard the trampling of a
horse’s feet at the door. This noisé alarmed
Strap so muchj whose imagination was
wholly engrossed by the image of Rifle,
thav, with a countenance as pale as milk he
cried — ,;0 Lord! there’s the highwayman
returned!“ Our landlady staring at these
words , said, ,,What highwayman , young
man? — Do 'you think any highwaymen
harbour here 2 — Though I was very much
disconcerted at this piece of indiscretion in
‘Strap, I had presence of mind enough to
tell her we had met a horseman the day
before, whom strap had foolishly supposed to
‘be a highwayman, because he rode with
pistols: and that he had been terrified at
. the sound of a horse’s feet ever since. —

NS
.(‘
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She . forced a smile at the ignorance and
timidity of my comrade; but1 could perceive
(not without great: concern) that this account
.was not at all satisfactory to her.“

CHARZ IX v % .

7’7 e procced o our Jourrzey — Are avertakmr
by an Hzghwayman, who ﬁr es at Strap, H'
pr cvented from shooting me by a company
of Horsemen, who ride in pursuit of

khim, — Strap it put to Bed at an Inn =
Adventures at that Inn. o

After having paid our score, and taken
leave of our hostels, who embraced me
tenderly at parting, we proceeded on our
journey, blessing ourselves we had come off
850 well.. We had mot walked ‘above five
miles, when we observed a man on horseback'
galloping after us, whom we in a short nme'r
recognized to be no other than this formidable
hero who had already given us so much
vexation — He stopped hard by mé, and
asked if I knew who he was? — My astonish-
ment had disconcerted me so much, that I
did not hear his question, which he repeated
with a volley of oaths and threats; but I
remained as mute as before, Sirap, seeing
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my discomposure, fell upon his knees in the
mud, uttering, with a lamentable voice,
these words: ,,For C—st’s sake, have mercy,
upon us, Mr. Rifle;, we know you very
well.¢¢ — ,,0 ho! (cned the thief) you do!
But you neyer shall be evidence against me
_in this world, you dog!*“ — So saying, he
drew a pistol, and ﬁred it at the unfortunate
shaver, who fell flat upon the ground,
‘without speaking one word. — My comrade’s
fate, and my own situation, rivetted me to
the place where 1 stood, deprived of all
~ sense and reflection; so that I did not make
the least -attempt either to run away, or
deprecate the wrath of his barbarian, who
snapped a second plstol at me;  but before
he had time to prime again, perceng a
company of horsemen coming up, he’ rode
off, and left me standing motionlels as a
statue, in which posture 1 was found by,
‘those whose appearance had saved my life,
This company consisted of three men in
'hvery, well armed, with an officer, who
(as I /afterwards learned) was the person
from whom Rifle had taken the pocket pistols
' the day before; and who; making known
his misfortune to a nobleman he met on the
voad, assuring him, his non-resistance was
altogether owing to his consxderanon for
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the ladiesin the coach, procured the assistance
of his lordship’s servants to go in quest of
the plunderer. This holiday captéin scampered
up to me with greavaddrefs, and asked, who
fired the pistol which he had heard. As
I had not yet recovered my reason, he, before
I could answer, qbseﬁed a body laying on
the ground: at whichsight his colour changed,
and he pronounced with a faultering tongue,
,,Gentlemen , here’s murder committed !
Let us alight.’ — ,No, mo, said one of
his followers , let wus rather pursue the
murderer. — Which way went he, young
man?¢ — By this time I had recollected
myself so far as to tell them, that he could
not be a quarter of a mile before; and to
beg of one of them to assist me in conveying
the corpse of my friend to the next house,
in order to its being interred, — The captain,
foreseeing that in case he should pursue, he
must soon come to actiom, began te curb
his horse, and gave him the spur at the
same time, which treatment making the
creature rear up and snort, he called ont
his horse v?a._s, frightened, and would not

rocced; at the same time wheeling him
round and round, stroaking his neck, whistling
and wheedling him, ,,Sirrah, ,Sirrah— gently,

gently,* etc, — yyLi——ds! (cried one of
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the servants) sure my lord’s Sorrel .is nog
resty ! — With these words he bestowed
a lash on his buttock, ‘and Sorrel distaining
the rein, sprung ' forward with the captain,
at a pace-that would have soon brought him
up with the robber, had not the girth
(happily. for him) given way, by which means
he - landed in" the 'dirt; and two of his
attendants continued their pursnit, without

‘minding ‘his situation. Meanwhile one of
‘the three who remained at my desire, turning

the body of Strap, in order to see the wound

'which had killed him, found him still warm,

and breathing ; upon which I immediately

i let him blood, amd saw him, with inexpressible

joy, recover; he having received no other
wound that what his fear had inflicted. —
Having raised him upon his legs, we walked
together to an inn, about half a mile from
the place, where Strap, who was not quite

_recovered, went to bed; and in a little time,
" the third servant returned, with the captain’s
" horse and furniture, leading him to crawl

after as well as he could, This gentleman

« of the sword, upon his arriyal, complained

grievously of the bruise occasioned by his fall;
and on the recommerdation of the servant,
who warranted my ability, I was employed to
bleed him, for which service he rewarded

- me wnh half a CIOWI,
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The time between this event and dinner

I passed in observing a’ game at cards
between two farmers, an exciseman, and,a
young fellow in a rusty gown and cassock,
* who, as I afterwards understood, was curate
of a neighbouring parish.,— It was easy to
perceive that the match was not equal; and
that the two farmers, who were partners,
had to do with a couple of sharpers, who
stript them of all their cash in a very.shert
time, —— But what surprised me very much
was, to hear this clergyman reply to one of
the countrymen, who seemed to suspect
foul play, 1n these’ words: —-— D—n me,
friend, d’ye question my honour?¢ ——1I
did not at all wonder to find a cheat in
canonicals, this being. a character frequent
in my own country; but I was scandalized|
at the indecency of this behaviour, which
appeared in the oaths he swore, and the
bawdy songs which he sung. At last to make
amends, in some sort, for the damage he.
had done to the unwary boors, he pulled
out a fiddle from the lining of his gowm
and , promising to treat them at dinnery
began to play most melodiously, singing in
concert all the while. — This good humout.
of the parson inspired the company with s0
much glee, that the farmers soon forgoﬂ_

~
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. their losses, and all present went to dancing
in the yard. While we were agreeably
 amused in this manner, our musician spying
" a horseman riding towards the - inn, stopt
"all of ‘a sudden, crying out, ,,Gad so!
gentlemen, I beg your pardon; there’s our
dog of a doctor coming into the inn.“——
He immediately concealed his instrument,
‘and ran towards the gate, where he took
hold of the vicar's bridle, and helped him
oft , enquiring very cordially into .the state
' of his health, — This rosy son of the church
(who might be about the age of fifiy) having
alighted, and entrusted the curate with his
‘horse, stalked with great solemnity into the
kitchen, where, sitting down by the fire,
{ he called for a bottle of ale and a pipe;
| scarce deigning an auswer to the submissive
| questions of those who enquired about the
| weltire of his family, — While he indulged
f himself in this state, amidst a profound

{ silence, the curate approaching him with
§ great reverence, asked if he would not be
f pleased to honour ns with his company at
f dinner? To which iqtérrogat’ion’ he answered
{in the negative, saying he had been to_visit
! squire Bumkin, who had drank himself into
| 2 high fever at the last assizes; and that he

{ had, on leaying his own house, told Betty
g Vol v i e F

%
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h should dine at home. —— Accordingly,
when he had made an end of his bottle and
pipe, he rose, and moved, with prelatical
dignity, to the door, where his journeyman
stood ready with his nag. —— He had no.
sooner mounted;, than the facetious curate
coming into the kitchen, held forth in this
manner: ,,There the old rascal goes, and
the D—I go with him. — You see how the
world wags, gentlemen. —— By Gad, this
rogue of a vicar does not deserve to live; —
and yet he has two livings worth 4ool per
annunt , while poor 1 am fain to do all his}
drudgery, and ride twenty miles every
Sunday to preach, for what? why, truly
for 20l a year, — I scorn to boast of my
own qualifications, but — comparisons are
odious. I should be glad to know how: this
swagbellied Doctor deserves to be more @
ease than me —— He can loll in his elbo¥
chair’ at home, indulge himself in the bes
of victuals and wine, and enjoy the com
versation of Betry, his house-keeper. =}
You understand me, gem]emen."—-—Betty,.i’.r
the doctot’s,poor- kinswoman , and a pretfjf
girl she is: but no matter for that: — ay
and a dutiful girl to her parents, whom shél
visits regularly every year; though I mlf:‘
own, | could never learn in what coun

g
’
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they live, ——— ,,My 'service t’ye gentle-
men,* —— By this time dinner being ready,
1 waked ‘my companion, and we ate all
together with great chearfulnels, When our
~meal was ended, and every man's share of
the reckoning adjusted, the curate went out
‘on pretence of some necessary occasion, and,
" mounting his horse, left the two farmers to
|'satisfy ‘the host in the _best manner they
+ could ——— We were no soomer informsd
. of this pieé‘e of finesse, than the exciseman,
_who had been silent hitherto, began to open
~ with a malicious grin: ,,Aye, aye, this is an
~old trick of ‘Shultle: —— 1 could not help
‘smiling, when he taiked of treating. _
"You must know this:is a very curious fel-
low, —— He picked up some scraps of
learning while he served young lord Trifle
at the university —— But what he most
“excels in is pimping.~ ‘No man knows his
talents better than [; for I was ovalet de
‘chambre to squire Tattle, an intimate
companion of Shuffle’s lord. — He got
himself into a scrape, by pawning some of
. his Jordship’s cloaths, on which account he
" was turned away; but as he ‘was acquainted
 with some partictﬂar circumstances of my
lord’s conduct, he did not care to exasperate
. him too much, and so made interest for his

‘Fa
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receiving orders, and afterwards recommended
him to the curacy which he now enjoys. ——
However, the fellow cannot be too much
admired for his dexterity in making a
confortable livelihood, in spite of such a
small allowance. — You hear he plays a good
stick, and is really diverting company.—
These qualifications make him agreeable,
whereever he goes; — and as for playing at,
cards, there is mot a man within three.
counties a match for him: — the truth is,
heis a damnable cheat; an can shift a card
with such addrefls, that it is iinposs‘i_ble to
discover him.* Here he was interrupted.
by one -of the farmers, who asked why he
had not justice enmough to acquaint, them
with these particulars before they engaged in
play? — The exciseman replied, without any
hesitation, that it was none of his businefs o
intermeddle between man and man : besides,
he ' did not know they were ignorant of
Shuftle’s character, which was notorious 0
the whole country, — This did not satisfy
the other, who taxed him with abetting and
“assisting the curate’s knavery, and: insisted
on havinghis share of the winnings returned;
this demand the exciseman as positively re:
fused, affirming, that whatsoever slights

Shuffle might practise on other occasions, he
€ £ 2
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was very certain that he had play’d on the
square with them, and would answer it before
any bench in Christendom ; so saying, he got
up, and having paid his reckoning, sneaked
off.  The landlord thrusting his neck into
the passage, to seeif he was gome, shook
his head, saying, Aye! Lord help us! if
every sinner was to have his deserts, — Well,
we victuallers mustnot disoblige the excisemen
— But I know what.— If parson Shuffle and
he were weighed together, a straw thrown
into either scale would make the balance kick
the beam: — but, masters, this is under the
rose ¢ continued Boniface with a whisper.

*

CHAP. X.

? {

The Highwayman is taken— P¥e are detained
as Evidence against him— Procced to the:

- next Village— He escapes—FFe arrive at
' another Imi, where we go to Bed—In the,

" Nightwe are awakedby a dreadful Adventure

\ J—_Ncoct Night we lodge at the House of a

- Shool-master — Qur Treatment there.

' Strap and T were about to depart on our
journey, when we preceived a crond on the
Toad comingtowards us, shouting and halloo-
ifs all the way, As it approached, we could
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discern a man on horseback in the mlddle,
with his hands ‘tied behind him, whom we
soon knew to be Rifle, This highwayman
not being so well mounted as the two ser-.
vants who went in pursuit of him, was soon
overtaken, and after baving discharged his
pistols, made prlsoner without any further
oppositions  They were carrying him in
triumph, amidst the acclamations of the coun-/
try people, to a justice of peace in a neigh=
bourmg village, but stopt at our inn to
join their compamon, and take refreshment,
‘When Rifle' was dismounted, and placed in
the yard, within a circle of peasants, afmed
with pitchforks, I was amazed to see whata
pitiful dejected fellow he now appeared, who
-had but a few hours before [illed me wuh
such terror and confusion, »~— My com-
panion was so much encouraged by this al-
teration in his appearance, that going up to
the thief, he presented his clenched fist to
his nose, and declared he would either
cudgel or box with the prisoner for a guinea,
which he immediately produced, and began
to strip — but was dissuaded = from this
adventure by me, who represented to him
the folly of the undertakmg, as Rifle was
now in the hands of justice, which’ would;
no doubt, give us all satisfaction enough.—

=
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' Bit what made me repent of our impertinent

curiosity, was our being detained by the
captors, as evidence against him, when we
were just going to set forward., However,
there was no remedy; we were obliged to
comply; and accordingly joined in the ca-

‘valcade, which luckily took the same road

that we had promised to follow — About

 the twilight , we arrived at the place of our

destination; but as the justice was gone to

- visit a gentleman in the county , with

B

3

whom (we understood) he would probably
stay all night, the robber was confined in
an empty garret three stories high,; from
which it seemed impossible for him to
escape: this, neverthelels, was the casej for
next morning, W,Ben they went up stairs, tO
bring him before the justice, the bird was
flown, having got out at the window upon
the roof, from whence he continued his
rout along the top of the adjoining louses,
and entered another garret- window, where

_he skulked until the family were asleep, at

which time he ventured down stairs, and let
himself out by the street door, which was
found open. ' This event was a great dis=
appointment to those that apprehended him,
‘Who were flushed: with hopes of the reward;
but gave me great joy, as-I yjas permitted
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now to continue my 'journey without any
further molestation — Resolyving to make
up for the small proarefs we had hitherto
made , we this day tr\avelled with great
vigour, and before night reached a macket-
town, twenty miles from the place from
whence we set out in the morning, without
meeting any adventure worth notice —Here
having taken np our lodging at an inn, I
found myself so fatigned, that I began to
despair of pertormmo our journey on foot,
and desired bblap to enqulre if there, was
any, waggon, retucns horses, or other cheap'
carriage in this place, to depart for London
the next day. —— He was informed, that
the waggon from Newcastle to London * had,
halted here two nights ago; and that it
would be an easy matter to overtake it, if
not the next day, at farthest the day after
the next. This piece of news gave us some
satisfaction ; and, after having made a hearty
supper, on hashed mutton, we were shewn
to our room, which cOnta_ined two beds,
the one allotted for us, and the other for
a very honest gentleman, who, we were
told, was then drinking below. Though we
could have very well dispensed thh ‘his
company, we. were glad to submit to this
disposition, as there was not another bed
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empty in the house; and accordingly went
to rest, after having secured our baggage
under the bolster, ~ About two- or three
o'clock in the morning, I was waked out of
“a very profound sleep, by a dreadfu! noise
in the chamber, which did not fail to throw
me into an agony of consternatipn, when [
iheard these words pronounced with a ter-
' rible voice: -~ ,,Blood and wounds! run the
.halbert into the guts of him that's next you,
and [ll blow the other’s brains out pre-
sently.« — This dreadful salutation had no
sooner reached the ears of Strap, than,
starting out of bed, he ran against somebody
in the dark, and overturned him in an instant;
‘at the samé time bawling out, ,,Fire! mur-
der! fire!* a cry which in 2 moment alarmed
the ' whole house, and filled our chamber
with a crowd of naked.people, — When
lights were brought, the occasion of all this
"disturbance soon appeared; which was no
other than our fellow lodger, whom we
found lying on the floor scratching his head,
with a look testifying the utmost astonish-
ment at the concourse of apparmons that
surrounded him. ¥

This honest gentleman was, it seems, a
‘teéruiting serjeant; Wh(’),—'having _enlisted
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two country fellows over night, dreamed they
had mutinied,  and threatened to murder
him and the drummer who was along with
him, This made such an impression on
his imagination, that he' ‘got. up in his sleep,
and expressed himself as abote When our
apprehension of danger’ Vanished , the com-
J'any beheld one another with great surprise
and mirth; but what attracted the notice of
every one was, our landlady with nothing on
her but her shift and a large pair of buckskin
breeches with _the backsxde before, which
she had slipt on in the hurry, and her hus-
band with her petticoat about his shoulders:
one had wrapt himself in a blanket, another
was covered with a sheet: and the drummer,
who had given his only ‘shirt to be washed,
- appeared in cuerpo, with the bolster rolled
about his middle. — When this affair was
discussed, every body retired to: his own
apartment, the Serjeant slipt into bed, and
my companion and I slept without any
further disturbance till morning, when we got
up, went to breakfast, paid our reckoning,
and set forward, in expectation of overtak-
ing the waggon: in which hope, however
we were disappointed for that day. As we
exerted ourselves more than usual, I found
myself quite spent with fatigue, fwhen we,

P
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entered a small village in the twilight. We

‘enquired for a pubhc house , and were di-
rected to one of a very sorry appearance.
At our entrance the landlord, who seemed
to be a venerable old man, with long grey
hair, rose from a table placed by a large

‘fice, in a very meat paved kitchen, and,

|'$

with a chearful countenance, accosted us in

these words: — ,,Salvete, Pueri, ingredi-

mini,% — I was not a little pleased to hear
our host speak Latin, because I was in
hopes of recommending myself to him' by
my knowledge in that language; I therefore
answered without hesitation — ;s Dissolve

g ,,frigux, ligna super foco — large reponens,** —

I"had no sooner pronounced these words
than the old gentleman, running towards
me, shook me by the hand, erying, ,,Fili,

ysme delectissime! unde venis2— a superis ni
sfallor !¢ — In short, finding we were both
read in the classics, he did not know how'
to' testify his regard emough, but ordered
~his daughter, a jolly rosycheeked damsel,

~ who was his sole domestic, to bring us a
bottle of his quadrimum — repeating, from
Horace, at the same time— ,,Deprome gqua-_
pdrimum sabina O Thaliarche, merum dio-

‘ssta.'s — This guadrimum was excellent ale

of his own brewing, of which he told us he
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had always an amphora, four years old, for
the use of himself and friends, i ilnsthe
course of our conversation, which was, inter-
larded with scraps. of Latm, we nnderstood
that this facetious person was a schoolmaster,
whose income being small, he was*fain 1o
keep a gla['s of good hqnor for the enter-
tainment of passengers, by which he made a
shift to make the two ends of the year meer—
5,1 am this day, rsaid he, the happiest old
fellow -in his Mya]estys dominions, — My
wife, rest her soul, is in heaven, l\ly daugthér
is to be married next week; — but the two
chief Pleasures of my life are these (pointing
to the bottle and a large edition of Horace
that lay on'thetable.) I am old, ’tis true, —
what then? the more reason I should enjoy
the small share of life that remains, 'as my
friend Flaccus advises: — v, Tiu 1e, quaesieris
ss(scire ucfas)‘ quen'z mihi, quem tibi finem diy
pdederint. — Carpe diem, quam minimun.
sseredito po:ten « — As he was very inqui-
sitive about our affairs, we made no scruple
of acquainting him with our situation; which:
when he had learned, he enriched us with
advices how to behave in the world, telling
us that he was Do stranger to the deceits of |
mankind, = In the mean time, he ordered
his danghter to- lay a fowl to the hre for sup-

v
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per, for he was resolved this night to regale
his friends — permittens divis caetera. —
While our. entertamment Wwas preparing, our
host recounted the adventures of his own
life; which , as they contain nothing re-
markable, I forbear to rehearse; When 'we
had ' fared samptuously,  and drank several
bottles of his guadrimum, I expresseda desire
of going to rest, which was with some diffi-
enlty complied with, after that he informed
\us, that we should overtake the waggon by
noon ‘the next day; and that there was room
enough in it for half a dozen, for there
were only four passengers as- yet in that
convenience. — Before my comrade and I
fell asleep, we had some conversation about
the good humour of our landlord, which
gave Strap such an idea of his benevolence,
that he positively believed we should pay
nothing for our lodging and entertainment, —*
Don’t you observe, (said he) that he has
kC0nce1ved o parucular alfection for' us, —
nay, eyen treated us at supper with extra-
ordinary fare, which, to be sure, we should
not of ourselves have called oIt — I was
‘partly of Strap’s opinion; but the experience '
I had of the wo'rld" made me suspend my
hel:ef tlll the mormng, when, gettlﬂg up by
\WDES, we breakfasted Wlth our host and
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his daughter on hasty pudding’ and ale, and
desired to know what we had to pay —
5»,Biddy will let you know, Gentlemen, (said
he) for 1 never mind these matters. — Money
matters are beneath the concern of one who
lives upon the Horatian plan, — Crescentem
sequitur cura pecuniam.* Meanwhile Biddy,
having consulted a slate that hung in the
corner, told us our reckoning came to 8
7d. — ,,Eight shillings and sevenpence (cried
Strap) ’tis. impossible — you must be mis-
 taken, young woman!‘* — ; Reckon again,
child, (said her father, very deliberately)

perhaps you have miscounted.* — ,,No
indeed, Father, (she replied) I know my bu-
sinefls better.* — I could contain my indig-

nation no longer, butsaid it was an uncon-
scionable bill, and demanded to know the
partlculars upon whlch the old man . got up
muttering , ;,Aye, aye, let us see the parti=
culars; that’s but reasonable, And taking
pen, ink, and papsty wrote t.he following.

Atems ¢ e
To bread and beer i I Aol eE
- To a fowl and sausages - e 0
To four bottles of quadrim . il
To.hre ' and tobaeeo . .%o 0L
Fo lodBame "8 K0 R A o 0
Tobreaklast =2 o ditage U S die 08
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; As he ‘had not the appearance of a common

pubhcan, and had raised a sort of venera- -
tion in- me by his demeanor the precodmg

night, if was not in my power to upbraid
him as he deserved, therefore I contented

_myself with saying, 1 was sure he did not

learn to be an extortioner from Horace,
He answered, I was but a young man, and
did ‘not know the world, or I would not
tax him with extortion, whose only aim was
to live contentus parvo, and keep off /m-
portuna pauperies — My fellow traveller
conld not so easxly put up with this im-

“position; but swore he should either take

one third of the ‘money, or go without, —
While we were engaged in this dispute I
perceived the daughter to go out, and con-
jecturing the occasion, immediately paid the
exorbitant demand, which was mno sooner

- done -than Biddy returned with two stout

Lo

felloyys, who came in on pretence of taking
their morning draught,. but in reality to
frighten us into compliance. Just as we
departed, Strap, who was half distracted on-
account of this piece of expence, went up
to the shool-master, and, grinning in his
face, pronounced with  grear emphasxs'
,,Semper avarus eget,“ To Whlch the pedant
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replied with a malicious smile} ,, Animum rege,
»quei, nist paret, imperat,‘t i :

o
“CHAPL&XL:

FVe descry the FVaggon— Get into it — Are
rive at an  Inn — Our Fellow Travellers
described — A Mistake is commitlted by
Strap , and produces strange Things.:

_ We travelled halfa mile without exchang-
, ing one word; my thoughts being engrossed
by the knavery of the world’, to which I must |
be daily’ exposed; and the contemplation of
my linances, which began sensibly to di-
minish, — At length Strap, who could hold
no longer, addressed me thus: — Ly Well,
fools and their money are soon parted. —
1f my advice had been taken, that old skin-
flint should have been damned before he had
got more than the third of his demand. —
"Tis a sure sign you came easily by ypurf
money, when you squander it away in this
manner — Aye,4God help ypu, how many
brisly beards must I have mowed before I
earned four shillings' and three pence half-
penny, which is all throwa to the dogs!——
How many days have I sat weaving hair, tll |
my toes were numbed by the cold, my,
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fingers cramped, and mynose as blue as the sign
of the perriwig that hung over the door! What
the'devil was you afraid of? 1 'would have en-
gaged to box with any one of those fellows
.that came in, for a gninea, — I'm ‘sure I
Thave beat stouter men than either of them —
And indeed my co‘mp'énion wonld haye
fought any body when his life was in no
danger; but he had a mortal "aversion to
fire-arms , and all instruments of death,
In order to appease him, I assured him, no
part of this extraordinary expence  should
fall upon his shoulders; at which declaration
ihe was affronted, and told me, he would
have me to know, that although he was a
poor barber’s boy, he had a soul to spend
his money with the best ’squire in the land.
Havmg walked all day at a great pace withs
out halting for refreshment, we descried,
towards the evening, to our. mexprﬁssxble
joy, the waggon, about a quarter of a mile
“before us; and by that time we reached ity
We were bol;h of us so weary that I verily
belieye it would have been impracticable for-
U to have walkéd one mile farther. — We
»therefore bargained with the driver, whose
Name was Joey, to give us a cast to the
next stage for a shxlhng, at which place we
shOuld meet the master of the waggony
‘VoL v, - 3 G -
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with whom we might agree for the rest of
the journey. G ‘ '
Accordingly the convenience stopt, and

. Joey having placed the ladder, Strap (being
loaded with our baggage) mounted Frst;.
but, just as he was getting in, a tremen-
dous voice assailed his ears in these words:— |
,,God’s fury ! there shall no passengers come:
here.s — The poor shaver was so discon-
- certed at this exclamation, which both he
and 1 imagined proceeded from the mouth of
a giant, that he descended with great velocity,
and a countenance as white as paper, —
Joey perceiving, our astonishment, called,
with an arch sneer, ,,VVaunds, Coptain;
whay woan’t you soofier the poor waggoner
to meak a penny ? — Coom, coom, young
- mon, get 0op, get 0op — mnever mind the
Coptain! I'se not afeard of the Coptain.“-‘
This was not encouragement sufficient [0
- Strap, who could not be prevailed upon 0
venture up again; upon which I attemptcdv
though not without a quaking heart, whe?
1 heard the same . voice muttering Jike
distant thunder, ,,Hell and the devil confi
found me if I dont make you-smart fof
this 1« However L crept in, and by accidet
got an emply pTace' in the. s‘t’raw,'i w'hiﬁh{‘
immediately took possession of, »-W-ithoy'l

i
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.being able to “discern the faces of my fellow-
travellers in the dark. — Strap following
with the knapsack on his back, chanced to
take the other side, and by a jolt of the:
carriage, pxtched directly upon the stomach
of tlJe (*aptam, who bellowed out in a most
dreadful manper, y,Blood . and thunder
where’s: my sword?« At tf}’?‘se words my
frighted comrade started up, and “at one
“spring bounced against -me with such force
that I thought he was the supposed son of
Anak, who intended to prefls me to death,—
In the mean time a female voice cried,
»Blefs" me what’s the matter, my dear? —
»The matter (rephed the Captain) damn my
blood my guts are squeezed into a pancake _
*by that Scotchman’s hump.

_\ Strap, trembling all. the while at my
 back , asked him pardon, and laid the whole
' blame of what had happened upon the
Jolting of the waggon; and the woman who
spoke before Went on: ,,Aye, aye, my deary
it is our own fault, we may thank ourselves
for all the 1nconveniencies we met- with ——
I thank God, I mever travelled so before.
Pm sure 1f my Lady or Sir John was ‘to
ll§110W where we are, they would not sIeep
 this night for vexation, — I, w1sh to God
- We had wrote for the chanot-v——l I know
‘ G 2
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we shall never be forgiven.“ — , Come,

.come , my dear, (replied the Captain)

it dom't signify [retting now — we shall
laugh it over as a frolick.,— I hope you
will not suffer in your health, — I shall
make my Lord very merry with our adven-

‘tures in the Diligence.*s This di'scpurse gave

* me such a high notion of the Captain and

his lady, that I durst not venture to join
in the conversation; but immediately after
another female voice began: ,;Some people
give themselves a great many needlels
airs —— better folks than ‘any here have
travelled in waggons before now — Some
‘of us have rode in coaches and chariots
with three footmen behind them, withecut

making so much fufs about it —— What
then, we are all upon a footing; therefore
let’s all be sociable and merry. — What do.

you say, Isac? Is not this a-good™ motion
you doating rogue? —— Speak, you old”
cent, per cent,fornicator! — What desperate
debts are you thinking of? — What mortgage
.are you planning? — Well, Isaac, positively
you shall never gain my favour till you ;utl}\f
over a new leaf, grow honest, and livé

_like a Gentleman. — In the mean time givé

me a kils, you old fumbler."‘.'—-~'<r"'I',he"9°
words, accompanied with a h?htty?fsma({kt
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enlivened the person to whom they were
addressed to such a degree, that he cried
in a transport, though with a faultering
voice, ,,Ah, you wanton baggage — upon
my credit, you are a waggish girl, he, he,
hex¢ — This laugh ‘introduced a fit of
eoughing, which almost suffocated the poor
usurer (such we afterwards found was the
'pmfessxon of th1s our fellow traveller.)
About this time 1 fell asLeep, and enjoyed a
eomfortable nap till such time as we arrived
at the inn where we put up, Here, having
alighted from the waggon, [ had an oppor-
tunity of viewing the passengers in order as
they entered. The first who appeared was
a brisk airy girl, about twenty years old,

with a-silver laced hat on her head, instead
of a cap, a blue stuff riding suit, tnmmed
with silyer, very much tarnished , and a
whip in her hand. - After her came limping
an old man, with a.worsted might-cap,
buttoned under his- chin, and abroad brim-
med hat slouched over it, an old rusty blue
cloak tied about his neck, under, which
appeared a browm surtout that covered a
threadbare coat and waistcoat, and, as we
afterwards discerned, adirty flannel jacket,——

His eyes were hollow, bleared, and gum-
my; his face was shnvelled into a thousand
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wrinkles, his gums were destitute of teeth,
“his nose sharp and drooping, his chin pecked
and promineat, so that when he muaped
or spoke théy approached one another like
a pair of nut-grackers; he supported him-
self on an ivory headed cane, and his whole
figure was a just emblem of winter, femine
and avarice. But how was I surprised when
1 beheld the formidable Captain in the
shape of a little thin creature, ‘about the
“age of forty, with a long withered visage,
- very much resembling that of a baboon,
through the upper part of which two little
grey eyes peeped. He wore his own hair
in a queue that reached to his rump, which
immoderate length, 1 suppose, was the
occasion. of a baldnels that appeared on the
crown of his head, wheg he deigned to take
off his hat, which was &r‘y much of the size
' and cock of Pistol’s,
Haying laid aside his great coat, Icould
not help admmng the exttaordmary make
- of this man of war: He was about five feet
and three inches high, sixteen inches of
which went to his facegand long scraggl
. meck; his thighs were about six inches \in
Yength, his legs, resembling spindles of
drum -sticks, two feet and a half, and his
" body, which’put me in mind of_ex;en5109



@03’
without substance ; engrossed ' the remain-
‘der; —— so that on the whole, he appeared
like a spider ‘' or grals-hopper erect — and
was almost a wox, et preterea nikil, — His
~drefs consisted of a frock, of what is' called
bear skm, the sklrts of which were about
half a foot long; an hussar waistcoat, reachmg
half way down his thighs; scarlet breeches;
worsted stockings, rolled up almost to his
groin ; and shoes with wooden heels, at
least two inches high; he carried a sword
very near as long as himself in one hand,
and with the other conducted his lady, who
seemed to be a woman of his own age, and
‘still retained some remains of an agreeable
person ;' but so ridiculously affected, that,
had I not been a novice in the world, I
‘might have easily perceived in her the deplo-
rable vanity, and second-hand airs of a
lady’s woman.  We were all assembled im
ithe kitchen, when Captain Weazel (for that
'was his name) desired a room with a fire
for himself and spouse, and told thelandlord,
they would sup by themse]ves The inn-
keeper replied, .that -he could not afford
them a room by themselves' and as for
Supping, ‘1e had prepared v1cma]s for the
Passengers in the waggon, without respect
of persons; but if he could prevail on the
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rest to let him have }us choice in a separate
manner, he should be very' well pleased,
This was no sooner said, than all of us
declared against the proposal, and Mils
Jenny (our other female passenger) observed,
cthat if Laptam Weazel and his lady had a
mind to sup by themselves, they might wait
until we should have done, —— At this hint
the Captain put on a martial frown, and
looked very big, without speaking; while
his yoke' fellow, with a disdainful tofs of her
-nose, muttered somethmgabout creature j ——
which Mils Jenny over-hearing, stept up to
her, saying, ,,None of your names; good
Mrs. Abigail: — creature quotha — I’ll assure
Ty No such creature as you neither —
no ten pound sneaker — no quality coupler
~— Here - the Caprain interposed, with a
sy Damme, Madam, what do you mean by
that?* — Damn you, Sir; who are you?
(replied Mifs Jenny) Who made you a Cap-
- tain, you pitiful, trencher-scraping, pimping
curler! *Sdeath ! the armyis come to a fine palss
when such fellows as you get commissions —
What, I suppose you think I:don’t kno¥
_you! — Egad you and your helpmade aré.
well met — a cast-off mistre(s, and a bald
- walet the chambre are well yoked together H=
yBlood and wounds (cried Weazel) d}"?
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quesﬁon the honour of my wife, Madam!.
—— Hell and damnauon' No man in En crland
durst say so much! [ would flea him. car-
bonado him! — Fury and destru-uuon I
‘would have his liver for my supper.“ — So
saying, he drew -his sword, and flourished
with- 1t, to the great terror of Strap; while
Mifs Jenny, snapping her lingers, told him,
she did not value his resentment a louse, —-
In the nndst of this quarrel the master of
the waggon alighted, who, understanding
the 'cause of Lhe dlsturbancep and fearing
the Captain and his lady would take umbrage,
and Ieave his carrlave was at great pams to
‘have every ‘thing made up, which he at
last accomplished, and we sat down to
supper all together. — About bed-time,
We were shewn to our apartments: The old
Usurer, Strap, and I, to onme room; the
Captain , his; wife, and Mifs Jenny to
another; About midnight, my companion’s
bowels bemg disordered, he got up in order
to go backward; but, in his return, mis-
‘taking one door for another, entered Weazel’s
chamber, and without any hesitation went
0 bed-to his wife, who was fast asleep;
wlhe) Captain being at another' end of the
Toom, . groping for seme empty yessel, in
hen of his own champer -pot, Which was
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leaky: As he did not perceive Strap céming
in, he went towards his own bed, after
having found a convenience; but no sooner
did he feel a rough head covered witha
cotton might-cap, -than it came into his
mind, that he had mistaken Mifs Jenny’s
bed instead of his own, and that the head
he felt was that of some gallant, with whom
she had made an assignation,  Full of this
conjecture, and scandalized at the prostitution
of his apartment, he snatched up the vessel
he had just before filled, and emptied it at
once on the astonished barber, and his own
wife: who, waking at that instant, broke
forth into lamentable cries, which not only
alarmed the husband beyond measure, but
frightened poor Strap almost out of his
senses ; for  he werily believed himself
bewitched ; especially when the incensed
Captain seized him by the throat, with 2
volley of oaths, asking him how he durst
have the presumption to attempt the chastity-
of his wife, — Poor Strap was so amazed
and confounded, that he could say mothing
but, — ,1 take God to witnefs she’s a virgit
for me, — Mrs,, Weazel, enraged to find
herself in sueh a pickle, through the pre-
cipitation of her husband, arose in her shiffy
and with the heel of her shoe, which she,
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found by the bed-side, belaboured = the
Captain’s bald pate, till, he roared, ,,Mur-
deris — ,,I'll teach you to empty your
“stink pot on me, cried she, you pitiful hop
o my thumb coxcomb, What! I warrant
you are jealeous, you man of lath, Was it
for this I condescended &0 take you to my
bed, you poor withered saplels twig?¢ «——
The noise, occasioned by this ‘adventure,
had brought the master of the ‘waggon, and
‘me to the door, where we overheard all
that passed with great satisfaction. In the
mean lime we were alarmed with the cry of
»Rape! Murder! Rapet which Mifs Jenny
_pronmounced with great vociferation, — ,,0!
you vile, abominable old villain, said she,
would you rob me of my.virtue — But I'll
be revenged of you, you old goat! I
WlU’ —— Help! for heaven’s sake! help! —
1 shall be ravished! ruined! ‘help! ——
- Some servants of the inn, _hearing this, cry,
came running up stairs with llghts, and’
such weapons as chance aﬁo;ded ~when we-
beheld ‘a very diverting scene — In’one
corner stood  the ‘poor captain shivering
in his shirt, wh:ch was all torn to rags;
~with " a woeful visage scratched all over,
with his' wife : who had by this time -
. Wrapped the ‘counte;pane about her, and
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sat sobbing on the side of her bed. —
In the other end lay the old usurer spraw-
ling on Mifls Jenny's bed with his flannel’
jacket over his shirt, and his tawny meagre
limbs exposed to the air; while she held him
fast by his iwo ears, and loaded him with
execrations. . — V¥hen we asiced “what was
the matter, she affected to weep, told us
that she was afraid that "wicked rogue had
ruined her in her sleep, and bade us take
notice of what we saw, for she intended to
make use of our evidence against him, The

oor wretch looked like one more dead than
alive, and begged to be released, a fayour
which he had no sooner obtained, than ke
protested she was no woman, but a devl
incarpate — that she had first seduced his
flesh to rebel and then betrayed him, — Yes,.
cockatrice ‘continned he) you know you
laid this - snare for me — but you shan’t
succeed — for I will hang myself before you

et a farthing of me.s* '— So saying, he
crawled to hig béd, groaning all the way-
—— We then adyanced to the Captain
who told us, “Gentlemen, here has been &
damn’d mistake; but Ill be revenged 0B
him who was the occasion of it. — That
Scotchman who carries the knapsack shall
‘pot breathe this vital air another day, if Y-
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name be Weazel, —— My dear, T ask ydu
ten thousand pardons; you are sensible I
could mean no harm to you.% — I know
. not what you meant (rephed she, SJghmg,)
but I kuow I have got enough to send me ro
my grave.‘‘— At length they were reconcil-
ed. The wife was complimented with a
share of Mifs- Jenny's bed (her own ‘being
' overﬂowad) and the master of the waggon
“invited Weaze! to sleep the remainirg. pact -
“of the night with him, I retired to mine,
_where 1 found Strap mortally afraid,. havmg :
| stole away in the dark, while -the Captain
and his lady were at logger-heads. ;

. CH AP, XII

- Captain WWeazel challenges Strap; who des
. clines the Combat — An affair between the
. Captain and me— The Usurer is frzin to
| give Mifs Jenny frve Gzzmeax for a ﬂelcase_
~ PVe are in danger of losing @ DMeal—
' The Bohaviour of 74 cazcl Jenny, and
Joey, on that occ@wn — An Account of
" Gaptain 7V eazel and his Lady — The Cap-
tain’s Courage tried — IJam—' 'S Mzrm ab the
» Oaptam 5 e:x;pence,

I i o
.~ Next morning I agreed o glve ‘the
Iaster of the waggon ten shillings for my




110 . h ,

passage to London, provided Strap should
be allowed to take my place when' I should
be disposed to walk, — At the same time I
desired him to appease the incensed Captain,
who had entered the kitchen with a drawn
sword in his hand, and threatened, withmany
oaths, to sacrifice the villain, who attempted
to violate his bed; but it was to no purpose
for the master to explain the mistake, and
assure him of the poor lad’s innocence, who
stood trembling behind me all the while: the
more submission there appeared.in Strap, the
more implacaple seemed the resentment of
Weazel, who swore he must fight him, or he
would instantly put him to death. I was
extremely provoked at this insolence, and
told him*it could not be supposed that a poor
barber lad would engage a man of the sword
at his own weapon; but I was persuaded he
would wrestle or box with him., To whicl
_proposal Strap immediately, gave alsent, by
saying he would box with him for a guined.
— Weazel replied, w1;h a look of disdain,
that ‘it was beneath any gentleman of his
character to light like a porter, or even t0
put himself on a footing, in any respect, w.zithi
such a fellow as Strap, ,,0dds boddikins!
(cries Joey) sure, Coptain, ‘you would 'Il“fiﬁ,/
'commit mooder! Here's a poor lad that 15,
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willing to make atorement for his offence;
and an than woan’t satilie yaw, offers to fight
yau fairly, — And yaw woan’t box, I dar
say', he will coodgel with yaw. — Woan’f
yaw my lad"“—-btrap, after some hesitation,
answered, ,,Ye, — yes, I'll cudgel with
hrm « But this expedient being also rejected
by the captain, Ibegan to smell his character,
and, tipping Strap ‘the wink, ‘told the com-
pany that I had always heard it said, the
person who receives a challenge should have
the choice of the Weapons, ‘this, therefore,
being the rule in point of horour, Iwould‘
venture to promise on the head of my
companion, that he would even [ight cap-
tain Weazel at sharps; but it should be with
such sharps as Strap was best acquainted
‘with, namely razors, — At my mentioning
razors, I could perceive the captain’s colour
| change, while Strap, pulling me by ‘the
sleeve , wispered with great eagernels; ,No,
'no: mot for the love of God, don’t make
- any such bargam. At length, Weazel,
- Tecovering }umself tumed towards me,
and with a furious countenance , asked,
»Who the devll ere you? — Will you fight
me?¢ With these words, putting himself in
‘a posture, I was grievously alarmed at seeing
the point of a sword within half a foot of
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my breast; and, springing to one side,

! snatched —up a spit which stood in the

v

chimney corner,” with which 1 kept my
formidable adversary at bay, who made a
great many half lunges, skipping backward
ac every push, till at last 1 pinned him up ina
corner, to the mno small diversion of the
company. While he was in this situation
his wife enteredj and, seeing her husband

_in these dangerous circumstances, uttered a

‘dreadful scream: In this emergency Weazel

demanded a cessation, which was immediately
granted . and at last was contented with thesub-
mission of Strap, who, falling on his knees'
before him, protested the innocence of his
intention, and asked pardon for the mistak e he
had committed. This affair being ended
without bloodshed, we went to- breakfast,
but missed two of our companyy nam{a}y{
Mifs Jenny and the usurer, As for the firsth

~Mrs. Weazel informed us, that she had kepﬂé

’

‘the master of the waggon, who immediatelf
‘went into her chamber, followed by us

her awake  all night with her groans, and:
that when she rose in the morning, Mif’-'ﬁ
Jenny was so much lindisposed , that she
could not proceed on her journey. A&

that instand a message came. from her 10

alls.
She told him, in a lamentable tone, thif
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‘she was afraid of a miscarriage, owing to
"the fright she received last night, from the
brutality of Isaac, and, as the event wvas "
| iincertain , desired the usurer might be
detained to answer for' the consequenoe
Accordingly this ancient Ta?qmn was found
in the waggon, whither he had retired to
av01d the shame of last night’s disgrace, and
brought by force into her presence. He no
 sooner, appeared, that the began to weep
and to sigh most piteously, and told us, ifshe
died , she shouldleave herblood upon thehead
of that ravisher. Poor Isaac turned up his
‘eyes and hands to heaven, prayed that
‘God would deliver him from the machinations
of that Jezabel; and assured us; with tears .
in his eyes, that his being found in bed
 with her was the result of her own invitation,
| The waggoner , understanding  the case,
j adwsed Isaak to make it up, by giving her
2 sum of money' to which adyice he replied
1 Wlth great vehemence, ,,A sum of money! —
|2 halter for the cock -atrice ¢ — ,,0! ’tis
Yrery well, (said ‘Mifs Jenny): I see it is in
| vain to attempt that flinty_heart of his by
faic means. — Joey, be so good as to go
: tO the Jusnce, and tell him there is ‘a sick
person here who wants to see  him on afiair
Jof consequence.“ — At the ‘mame of the

«Vol. v, b N " H
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Justice, Isaac trembled, and, bidding Joey
say, -asked, with a quavering voice, what-
she would have? bhe told him,  that, as he
‘mot prepetrated. his  wicked purpose, she
would be satisfied with a small matter. —
And though the damage she might svstain
in her health mlght be 1rreparable she vvould0
give him a release for an hundred guineas. 3
— ,,An hundred’ gumeas" (cried he in an,
ecstasy) an hundred furies ! — Where shonld
‘a poor old wretch like me have an hundred“
guineas! If I had so much money do you,‘
think [ should be found travelling in 2,
waggon, at this season of the year”' f'"
~,,Come, come, (replied Jenny) nome of
your miserly artilic here. — You think T}
don’t know Isaac Rapine,” the money:}!
-broker in. the Minories. — Ah! you ol»c

and my - acquaintance, “which was nev
redeemed.'* — Isaac hinding it was in V2
to"disgnise himself, offered twenty shillin
for a dxscharge, which she. absoluter refus‘ |

Wlth great reluctancy, rather than he P.;'
secuted for arape. Afterwhich accommodam .
the sick, person ‘made shift to get int0
‘Waggon-, and we set forwards in gf 3
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‘trariquillity, Strap being accommodated with:
Joey’s horse, the driver himself choosing to
'walk.'—- Th:s morning and forenoon wa
were entertained with an account of _the
valour of captain Weazel, Who told us he
had once knocked down a soldier that made
'game of him: tweaked a drawer by the nose,
who found; fault with his ‘picking his teeth
with a fork, at another time; and that he
‘had , .moreover, challenged a cheesemonger,
who had the presumption to be his rival: for
the truth of which exploits he appealed to his
wife, — She conlirmed whatever he said;
fand observed, ,,the last affair happened that
(Yery day on which I received 2 love letter
rom *Squire Gobble: and don’t you remember
jny dear, I was prodlglously sick that very.
fnight vmh eating ortolans, when my lord
| Diddle took notice of my complemon being
dltered, and my lady was so alarmed - that :
fthe had well nigh fainted:* — ,.Yes, my
fdear, (replied the captain) yon know my
‘ lurd said to ‘me with a’sneer,’* — Billy, Mrs,
W eazel is certamly breeding * — And I
answered navaherly, ,»my Lord, A owish 1.
tould return the compliment,* — Upon which
the whole: compariy broke out into an im-
! oderate fit of laughter; _and my lord, whor
l°\res a repartee dearly, came round and

Ba

|
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bussed me.¢ — Wetravelled in this mahner'l
five 'days without interruption, or meeting
any thmg “worth notice: Mils .Tenny (who,
soon recovered her splrlts) entertammg us
every day with diverting songs, of which
'she could sing a great number' and rallying
her old gallant, who, notwithstanding, would
~never be reconciled to her,-f— On the sixth
day,. while we were about to sit down to
dinner, the mnkeeper came and told us, that,
three gentlemen, just arrived, had ordered
the victuals to be carried to their apartment,
althongh he had informed them ‘that they‘
were bespoke by the passengers in the
waggon. To which information they had,
replied , ,,The passengers in the waggon:
might be damn’d, — their betters must be|
served before them — they supposed it would|
be no hardship on ‘such travellers to dm&
upon bread and cheese for one day.*¢ f;
This was a terrible dxsappontment to us a{_
‘and we laid our heads together how !
remedy it{ when Mifs Jenny: observed thﬁ"
captain Weazel, being by profession a soldi o)
ought in thx& case to protect and prev:entil‘ “
from being insulted: But the captain excuset

himself, saying, he would not for all the
world be known to hdve travelled in 2 wig |
gon: swearm0 at the same time, that conl

4
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lic appear with honour, they should eat his
sword sooner than his prrovision. — Upon
this declaration, Mifs Jenny, snatching his
weapon, drew it, and ran immediately into
‘the kitchen, where she threatened to. put the
‘cook to death if he did not send the victuals
into our chamber immediately. — The noise
'she made brought the three strangers down,
“one of whom no sooner perceived her, than
‘he cried, Ha! Jenny Ramper ! what the devil
‘brought thee hither? — ,,My dearJack Rattle!
"(repli'ed',‘she) runping into his arms, is it
you? - Then Weazel may go to hell for a -
‘dinner — 1 shall dine with you.* They con-
'sented to this proposal with a great deal of
‘:iby; and we were on the point of being re-
{duced to a very uncomfortable meal, when
Joey, understanding the whole aftair, éntferéd ,
(the kitchen with a pitchfork in his hand, and-
swore he would be the death of any man
%ﬁo should pretend to seize the victnals pre-
‘pared for the waggon. This menace had
liked to have produced fatal conmsequences;
\the three _si-raﬂgers, drawing their swords",,"
‘and being joined by their seryants, aqd
We ranging ourselves on the side of Joeys
‘When the landlord interposing, offered to
 part with his own dinner to keép the peace,
 Which was accepted by the strangers; and we .
| Satdown at table, without any further mol}est-"
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ation, In' the afternoon, I chase to walk
along with- Joey, and Strap “took my place,
Havme; f;ntered into a conversation with this
driver, I soon found him to be a merry,
facetions, good-natured fellow, and withal
very arch: He informed me, that Mils Jenny
Was a commony ‘girl upon the town, who
falhng into company w1th a recrumng officer,
he carried her down in the stage- coach
from London to Newcastle, where he hadi
been arrested for/debt, and was now in
* prison: upon whiclt she was fain to return
t0 her former way of life by this conveyance.
He told me hkew;se. that' one of the gen-
tlemen’s servants, whom we left at the inn,
having accidentally seen Weazel, 1mm9d1ately
knew him, and acquainted Joey with some
.particulars of his character, = That he had
- served my lord Frizzle in quality of a ' valet
de  Qhambre -many years; while he lived
separate*from his lady; but upon their ré
conciliation, she expnefs[y insisted upob
Weazel's being turned oft, as well as the
woman he kept: when his lordslnp, to ge"
“vid of them both with a good grace, propoﬁ

that he should marry his mistrels, and he
would procure a commission for him in the
army: This expedlem was agreed to, Bl{'
NVeazeI is now, by his lordshlps }nteresﬁ

=
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" ensign in —=—’s regiment. I found he and
I had the same sentiments with regard to
Weazel's courage, which we resolved to put
‘to the trial, by alarming the passengers
with the cry of ,,an highwayman!‘ as soon.
as an horseman should appear. This cheme
we put in-p'rabiice towards the dusk, when
we descried a man on horseback approaching
‘us. - Joey had mo sooner intimated to the
‘people in the waggon, “that he was afraid.
‘he should be robbed, than agencraleonstern-
_ation arose i, Strap jumped out of ‘the
wageon, and hid himself behind an hedge,
The usurer puat forth ejaculations, and made
~»§1.ruaﬂiﬁg among the siraw, - which made us
conjecture he had hid something under it,
Mrs. Weazel, wringing her hands, uttered
{lamentable cries; and the captain, to our
;_’gr‘eét' amazement, began to snore; -but this .
\artifice did mot succeed; for Mils Jenny,
;i#shakingfhim _ by the shoulder, bawld out, '
{,’Sdeath Captain! is this a time to snorey
.when we are going to be robbed? — Get
‘up for shame, and behave like asoldier and "
‘2 man of honor.* — Weazel pretended to
ibe in’ a great passion for being' disturbed,
-and swore he would have his nap out if all
the highwayman in England surrounded hime
{=D—n my blood! what are you afraid of 2

-
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continued he, at the same time trembling
with such agitation, that the whole carriage
shook. This singular picce of behayiour
~incensed Mils  Ramper so much, that she
cried, ,,D—n your pmful soul, you are as
arrant a poltroon as ever was drummed out
of 'a regiment. — Stop the waggon, Joey,
let me ga out, and by G—d, if I have
rhetoric enough, the thief shall not only
take your purse, but your skin also,** (—
So saying she leaped out with great aglhty.,
By this time the horseman came up with' us,
~and happened to be a gentleman’s §ervant
well known to Joey, who communicated the
scheme, "and desired him' to carry it on 2
lirtle further, by going up to the waggon,
and questlomno' those within. The stranger
consenting for the sake of diversion, ap=
proached.it, aud in a terrible tone demanded,
»who have we got here?:¢ — Isaaé'replieﬂ,
with a lamentable voice, ,,heres a poim
- miserable sinner, ~who has got a smam
family to maintain, . and nothing in the world
wherewithal , _but. these fifteen- shillings,
which if you rob me of, we must all starve
together. ,,Who s that sobbing in the other
corner?* — said the supposed hlghwaymﬂﬂ-
»A poor unfortunate woman, .(answeﬂ{
Mrs. Weazel) upon whom I beg you, fof
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Chmsts sakq, to have compasszon (R ,,Are
you maid or wife?‘ said he, ,,Wlfe, to my
sorrow ‘¢ cried she — 4,Who, or where is
i your husband ?¢ contmuedhe-—,,My husband
(ceplied Mrs, Weazel) is an officer in the

' army, and was left sick at the last inn where
we dined.** — | You ‘must be mistaken,

 Madam, (said - he) for 1 myself saw him
get into the waggon this afternoon, — But
pray what smell is that? Sure your lap-'
dog has befouled himself; let me catch hold
‘of the nasty cur, Pl teach him Better

. manners. — Here he laid hold of one of

Weazel's legs, and pulled him out from
under his wife’s petticoats’, where he had

concealed ‘himself. . The 'po'or trembling
_ captain beinor detected in his inglorious

‘- sitnation , rubbed his eyes, and affecting to

|
E

‘wake out of sleep, cried, ,,What’s  the

| matter? — What’s the matter 2 — ,, The

_ matter is not much, (ansvvered the horseman)
o, only called in to enquire after your health,
and so adieu, most noble captain,¢ — So
saying, he clapped spurs to his horse, and -
Was out of sight in a moment. It was some
time before VVeazel could recollect himself;
‘but at tength re-dssuming the big look, he
“said, ,,Damn the fellow! why did he ride -
v away, before I had tlme to ask kim how
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his lord and lady did? — Don’tyoure:xneml;er'_:
Tom, my dear?‘“ addressing himself to his
‘wife, — ,,Yes, (replied she) I think 1 do
rgmember something of the‘fellpw, — buly
you know 1 seldom converse with people
. of his station.* — ,;He'y»dey! (cried Joey)
dowyan knaw the young mon, coptain?“lj—'-‘-“.
s Enow him, (said Weazel) many a time
has he hlled a glafs of Buargundy for me at.
my lord Trippet's table,* — ,,And what
may his neame be; coptain?* said Joey —
,,His name ! — his name, replied Weazel)
is ‘Tom Rinser ¢ — ,,Waunds (cried Joey)
_a has changed his own neame ‘then I for
T'se lay any wager he was cl}ﬁstené& John
Trotter.'¢ — This observation raised a laugh
against the captain, who seemed very much
disconcerted ;  when Isaac broke s/ileinge'.j
and said, ,,It was no.matter who or what
“he was, since he has not proyed the robber |
we suspected; and wWe ought to blefs God |
- for our ‘nmarrow escape.t. — ,,Blels God;'
(said Weazel) blefs the devil! for what? had
“he been: a highwayman, 1 should ‘have eat
his blood, body, and guts, before he had
robbed me, or any one in this dilizence.*
,Ha, ha, ha, (cried Mifs Jeony) I believ®
you will eat all you kill; indeed captai.l"‘"“}-
 The usurer was so well pleased at the event,
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of this adventure, that he could not refrain
from being severe, and took notice that

" captain Weazel seemed to be a good Cristésn, |
~ for he had armed himself with patience and
:'re51gnatlon, instead of carnal weapons: and
" worked oat his salvation ‘with fear and
trembling,. This piece of satire occasioned
a great deal of mirth at Weazel’s éxpence,’
who mattered many oaths, and threatened
to cut Isaacs throat, The usurer taking hold
~of this menace, said, ,,Gentlemen and ladies,
1 take you all to witnefs, that my life is-in
~danger from this bleody minded officer, —
Tl have ‘him bound over to the peace.*
This second sneer procured -another laugh
| ‘against him , and he contmund,,,crest-
~fallen. during the remainder part of our
'1oumey.

GHA'P.’XIH. :

Strap and I are terrified by an /pparxtzon —

- Strap’s C‘o'gecturc-— Thz Mistery explamed
by Joey — FFe arrive at London — Our .
.Drf,:f s and Appcarance déscribed — FFe are
insulted in the Strect’ — An A(lvontwre in
an Ale - house — we are imposed upon by a
waggish Foatman — Set to nght: by a

A=
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Tobacconist — Take "ﬁ,odgirtg:'— Divcfdr .
a Dinner — An Accident at our Ordinary,

We arrived at our inn, supped, and
went to bed; but Strap’s‘distempe-ri‘continiii?n'g,:;
he was obliged to rise in the middle of the
night, and taking the candle in his ‘hand,
which he *had left burning for the purpose,
he went down to the house of office, whence |
sn a short time he returned in a great hurry,
with his haic standing on end, and a look
betokening horror and astonishment. With-
out speaking a word, he set down the ' light,
and jumbed into bed behind mej where he
lay and trembled with great violence, When
1 askeadstiie "w‘hat was the matter? he replied
with a broken  accent, ,God have mercy
on us! I have seen the Deyil.¢ Though my
prejudice was mot quite so strong as his, I
was not a little alarmed at this exclamation;
and much more so, when 1 heard the 'soum:!f;
of bells approaching our chamber, and felt.
my bed-fellow cling close to me, uuering@
these words, ,,Christ hdve mercy upon us!
there “he comes.!‘ — At that instant. 2
monstrous overgrown raven' entered ouf
chamber, with bells at his feet, an | made
directly',,towa’rdé ‘6urr, bed, e As this creatur®
is reckoned in our country a common .vehi‘?h"f

« o
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“A\a

i eyﬂ and vvx%v es tm!ﬁay their pranks
venfy believ e were haunted; and
v1oTent fnght»,. strunk under the bed
hes. ' This terrible appantxon leapt upon
ed, and after giving us several severe
dabs’ wnh “his ‘beak ‘through the blankets,
\hopped away, and vanished. Strap and I
‘recommended ourselves to the protection of
‘Heaven with great devo‘fxou, and when we
no longer heard the noise, ventured to
peep up and take breath, But we had not
long been freed from this phantom , when
“ancther appeared that had well nigh deprived
us both of our senses. We perceived am,
~old man enter the room , with a long white
.beard that reached to his middle: _there
- was a certain wild pecuharlty in “his | eyes’
_ and ‘countenance, that did mot savour of
‘this world ; and his drefs consisted of a
_ brown stuﬁ?‘_ ‘coat buttoned behind and at
 the wrists, with an old fashioned cap of the
same stuff upon his head. — I was so amazed
that I had not power to move my eyes from
such a ghastly object, but lay mononlefs,,
‘and saw him come strait up to me: when
he reached the bed he wrung his hands,
and cried,. with a voice that did not seem
to belong to a human creature, 5, Where’s -
_Ralphi’“ - I made no reply, upon Whlch_

¥
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he repeated in ‘an acgent still more pre-
. tecnatural , ,,Where’s ]%a]phov?—\-‘- He had
no soonmer pronounced these wotds, than I
heard the sound of the bells at a distance;
‘which “the.  appatition having listened “to,
" tript away, and left me almost petrified
“with fear, It was a good while before I
- could recover myself so far as to speak; and.
when at length I turned to Strap, I found
him in a ft, which, however did not last:
long, — When he came to himself, I asked
" his opinion of what had happened; and he.
assured me that the first must certainly be
the soul of some person damned, which
appeared by the chains about his legs (for’
his fears had magnified the creature to the
bignels of a horse, and the sound of small
‘maurice bells to the clanking of massy.
ehains.) *As for the old man, he took it
. to be the spirit of somebody- murdered long.
ago in this place, which had power granted
2938 ’t'o-Lorment' the assassin in the shape of a
raven, and that Ralpho. was the name of
the said murderer, — Although I had no
great faith in this inl:gxpretation,,‘l was 100
“much troubled to emjoy any sleep; and in
ture advenfures never passed 2
' — |n the morning, Strap
hole affair to Joey, who, after

all my fu
night so il
imparted the W
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tan unmoderate fit. of]augh’ter, explained the-
,matter, by tellmg him the old man was the

landlord’s father, who had been an idiot

some years, and diverted himself with a tame
raven, which, it seems, had hopped away

‘from his apartmentin the night, and induced

him to follow it to our chamber, “where he

lenquired after it under the name of Ralpho,

Nothing rema‘rkable happened during
the remaining part of our journey, which
continued six or seven dayslonger: Atlength,
we entered the great city, and lodged all

night at the inn where the waggon put up.

Next morning all the passengers parted
different _ways;” while ‘my companion and I’

L_'salhed out to enquire for the Member of

Parhament, to whom [ had a letter of re-

| commendation from Mr. Crab, As we had

dlscharged our lodgmg at the inn, Strap
took up our baggage, and marched bebind

‘me in the street with the knapsatk at -his
back, as usnal, so that we made a very

W}nmsm;l appearance. .— I had dressed

‘myself to , the greatest advantage; that is,

put’ on a clean ruffléd shirt, and my best

thread stokings ; my- hair , (which was of

the deepest red hung down upon my shoulders

.as lank and as strait as a puurd of oandles-
‘and ‘the skirts of my coat reached to the -
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middle of my leg; my waistcoat and breeches:
were of the same piece, and cut in the same
taste: and my hat very much resembled a-
barber’s bason, in the shallownefs of the
~crown , and narrownef(s. of the brim. Strap
was habited in a much lefs awkward manner:
bat a short crop -eared wig that very much
resembled Scrub’s in the play, and a knap-
sack on his back, ‘added to ‘what is called a
queer fiz, occasioned, by a long chin, and
hook nose, and high cheek bones, rendered
him on the whole a Very fit subject of mirth
and pleasantry As we walked along, Strap,
at my- desire, mqmred of a carman, whom he
met, whereabouts Mr, Cringer, lived; — and
“was answered by astare, accompamed with
the word, ,,Anan !¢ Upon which I came upg‘
in’order to explain the question, but had|
the misfortune to be un1ntelhg1ble hkemse,
the carman dammng us for an lousy Scotch
guard ‘aud whipping his hurses “with a ,,Geé
ho?<¢ which mettled me to the quick, and
roused the mdldnanon of Strap so far, ;hai:
after the fellow was gone a good way, he
told me he would fight him for a. farthmg.
While we were dehberatmg ‘upon what Wﬁ'
to be done, an hackuey coachman dnvmé
softly along, and perceiving us standing b]
the kennel came up close to us, and callmgv

1
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»A coach, master’* by a dexterous
management of the reins, made his horses
stumble in the wet, and bedéub us all over
with mud, — After which exploit he droye
on, applaﬁdin.g-himself\‘withr a hearty laugh,
in which several people joined, to my great
mortification; but one more compassionate
than the rest, seeing us strangers, advised
‘me to go into an ale-house and dry myself,
1 thanked him for his advice, which 1 imme-
'diat\g]y_cqmp'liegl with; and going into. the |
house he painted out, called for a pot of
beer , and sat down by & lire in the public
room, where we cleaned ourselyes as well -
as we could. — In the mean time, a wag,
who sat in a box smoaking his pipe, under-
Standing by our dialect, that we were from
Scotland , came up to me, and with a grave
_countenance, asked how long I had been
_Cal}gllt_? As | did not know ‘the meaning of
this question, I made no answer; andhe went:
‘on, saying, it could not be a great while,
for my tail was not yet cut; -at the same
time taking hold of my hair, and -tipping
| the wink to therest of the company, which
seemed highlylentertaingd with his wit, — I -
-Was incensed at this uszge, but afraid of:
‘tesenting it, because I happened to be in a
| strange place, and perceived the person.
Vol. V. : :

<
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who spoke to me was a brawny fellow, for’
whom I thought myself by no méans a match,
However, Strap, having either more courage
~or lefs caution, could not put up with the
insults that 1 suffered; but told him, in a
peremptory tone, ,,He was an uncivil fellow.
for making so free with his betters.t - Then
the wit going towards him, asked What he
had got in’ his knapsack ? ,,[s it. oatmeal or
brimstone, Sawny ?¢ said he, seizing him by
the chin, which he shook, to the inexpres-
sible diversion of all present. — My 'com-
panion feeling himself assaulted in such aa
anprobrious manner,. disengaged himself in
a trice, and lent his antagonist such a box
on the ear, as made him stagger to the
other side of the room; andj in a moment,
a ring was formed for the combatants. —
Seeing Strap beginning' to strip, and my
blood being heated with indignation, which
banished all other thoughts, I undressed
myself to the skin in aninstant, and declaredy
_that as the affront that occasioned the quarrél"
was offered to me, I would fight it out
myself: upon which one or two' cried oub
5yThat’s a brave Scotch boy, you shall ‘have
fair play, by G—d.¢ This assurance gave
me fresh spirits; and going up to my ‘adyer
sary, who by his pale countenance did nG.‘
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seem much inclined to the battle, I struck
‘him so hard on the stomach , that he reeled
over a bench, and fell to the ground, Then*
1 agtemp‘te'd Ttd_ keep him down, in order’
to. improve my succels, according to ‘the
manner of my own : country; but was
’r@suainéﬂ by the spectators, one of whom
‘endeayoured to raise up my opponent, but
in vain, for lLe protested he” would not
‘hght, as he _was not quite recovered of 4
tlate illnefls. — 1 was very well pleased at
‘this excuse , and xmmedmtely dressed: myself,
.having acqmred the good opivion ‘of the
'company for my bravery ; as well as of my
comrade Strap, who shook'me by the hand,
and wished me joy of the victory, And
havmg drank - our pot, -and (]ned our cloaths,
iuvve enquired of the landlord if he knew Mr,
Cringer, the Member of ‘Parliament, and
Were amazed at his replying in the negative ;
for we 1magmed he must be altogether as
- conspicuous here as in 1h@ borough he repre-
‘sented; -but. he told us we might possibly
hear ‘of him as we passed ‘along. — We
betook ourselves, therefore , to the street;-
_ Where seeing a footman standing at a door;
' we made up to him, and asked if he knew
where our patron hvedp — This member of
 the parry-coloured fratermry, surveymg us -
I 2 s
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both very minutely, 'said he knew Mr, Cringer
very well, and bade us turn ‘ddvgu the Rrst
‘street on our left, then turn to the right,
“and then to ,‘Ehé left j'ag.a{m., after which
perambulation ' we should observe a lane,
" through- which we must pals, and at the.
other end we should find an alley that lgd
to another street, where we should see the
sign of the Thistle and Three Pedlars, ‘and
there he lodged. — We thanked him for
his information, and went forwards, Strap
telling me, that he thought this person to
be an honest, friendly man, by his counte:
nance, before he opened his ‘mouth; in
which opinion I acquiesced, ascribing his
?gobd manners to the company ‘he daily saw
in the house where he served.  We followed
his directions punctually, in turning to the
left and to the right, and to the left again:
but instead of seeing a lane before us, found
~ ourselves at the side of the river, a circums
stance that perplexed us not a little; and my
fellow-traveller ventured to pronounce, that
we had certainly missed our‘way. — By this
fime we were pretty much fatigued with our
" walk; and not knowing how to proceed; I
went into a small snoff-shop hard = bys
encouraged by the sign of the »Higlﬂanfﬁfi.
wherel _f,oi;nd&to my inexpressible satisfactiony
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the shop -keeper was my countryman, —
'He - was no sooner intormed of our
peregrination, and the directions we had
_received from ‘the fgotman, than he infor-
med us we had been imposed upon, -telling
‘us Mr, Cringer lived at the other end of
the town: and that it would be to no
purpose for us to go thither to day, for by
that time he was gome to the House. — I
then asked if he could recommend us to a
lodging. He readily gave us a line to one
of his acquaintance, who kept a chandler’s
shop not far from St, Martin’s Lanes there
‘we hired a bed room, up two pair of stairs,
at the rate of 28. per weel, so very small,
sthat when the bed was let down, we were
‘obliged to carry out every other piece of
furniture ‘that belonged to the apertment,
‘and use the bedstead instead of chairs,
‘About dinner-time our landlord asked us
how we"prop'.d's’eﬁd to live? to. which inter-
'rogation we answered, that we would be
directed by -him, —,Well then, (says he)
there are two ways of eating in this town,
_for people ‘of your ‘condition : the one more
creditable and expensive than the other;
‘the Hfrst, is to dine at an .eatipg~h.ouse,
frequented. by well dressed people only; ﬂ,nfl
the other, is called di¥ing, practised by those

't
®
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who 'are either obliged or inclined to live
frugally.«¢ — I gave him to uanderstand, that
provided the last was not infamous, it would
suit. much - better with our circumstances |
ihan' the other. ' ITafamous! Zcried he) God
forbid! there are many creditable people,
tich: people, 4ye, and fine people, that dive
every: day, 1 have seen many a pretty gen-
tleman, with a laced waistcoat, dine in that
ananner very ,comfortébly for three pence‘
halfpenny, and go afterwards to the coflee-
house, where lie made a figure with the best!
lord in the land — but your own eyes shall’
bear wyitne(si— I will go along with you to-
day, and introduce you.* — He accordingly
conducted ‘us to a ‘certain lane, where
stopping, he bade us observe him, and do.
as he did, and walking a few paces, divédd
into a cellar, ‘and disappeared in an instant’
—— I followed his example, and descending |
very succefsfully, found myself in the middle
of a cook’s shop. almost suffocated with
the steam of boiled beef, and " surrounded
by a ‘company of hackney coachmet|
‘chairmen, draymen, and a few footmen ouf
~of place, or on board wages; who sat ealing
shin of beef, ‘tripe, cow-heel, or sausageé
‘at separate", ‘boards, covered with’ cloths
which turned my stomach — While 1 st008
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in amaze, undetermined whether to sit down

or walk upwards again, Strap, in his descent,
missing one of his steps, tumbled headlong

into this ‘infernal ordinary, and overturned
the cook as she carried a porringer of soup

to one of th_e‘ guests: In her fall, she dashed
the whole mels against the legs of a drum-
mer belonging to the ~ foot-guards , who

__happened 10 .be in her way, and, scalded

hito_so miserably, that he started up,’ and
danced up and down; uttering a volly of
execrations that made my hair stand on end,

 While he entert#ned the company in this

manner , _with :an eloquence peculiar to
himself ,'~t%'e‘ cook got np, and after a hearty

_ curse on the poor author of his mischance,

who lay under the table scratching his rump

{ with a woeful countenance, emptied a
“salt seller in her hand, stripping down the
‘patient’s ‘stocking, which brought the skin
‘along with it, applied the contents to the
“sore, — This poultice was- scarce laid on,
" when the drummer, who had begun to abate
. his exclamation, broke forth into such a

hideous yell, as made the whole company
tremble; then seizing a pewter piat pot
that stood by him, squeezed the sides of it
together, as if it had been made of pliant

_leather, gtindi}lg his teeth at the same time
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with a2 most horrible grin. = Guessing the |
cause of this violent transport, I bade'the |
woman wash off the salt, and bathe the
part with oil, whlch she did, and- procure@,
immediate ease But here another difficulty
occurred , which was- no._ other than the
-landladvsmslstmg on his paymg for the pot |
he hedrendered uselels, He swore he would .
pay for nothmg but what he had  eaten,
~and bade her be thankfu! for his moderation,
or else he would prosecute her for damages.
— Strap, foreseeing the. WhOlP alfair would
" lie at his door, promlseﬂ‘o sansfy the cook,
-and called for a dram of gin to ireat the
drummer, which entirely appeased:  Bim, and
eomposed all animosities.  After this ac-
commodation, our landlord and we sat
" down at a board, and dined upon shin of
beef most deliciously ; our reckoning amount- ;
ing to two-pence halfpenny each bread and ]
small beer included. : — :

CHAP. XIV. :

~W e wisit “Strap’s Frzsucl = De.rcrzpnon]
of him — His Aduwbi FPe go to M
- Cringer’s House — dre denucl Admiteance
— dn decident befals Strap — His_ B"“
hazzwur thcrc upon — an cxt‘raordmaff‘

l kS
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- Adventure occurs, in ‘the Course of which

- 1 lose my Money, ~ - s
cH Injthle afternoon my companion proposed
to call at his friend’s house,. which, we
‘were informed, was in the neighbourhood,.
‘whither we accordingly went, and were so
lucky as to lind him athome. This gentlenﬁah’,
‘who had come from Scotland three of four
-years before, kept a school in town, ‘where.
'he taught the Latin, French, and italian
languages ; but what he chiefly :professed, was
the pronunciation of the Iinglish tengue,
zfter a m%hdﬂ- more speedy and uncommon
‘than any practised heretofore; and. indeed, if
his scholars spolke like their master, the latter
_part of his undertaking was certainly per-
| formed ‘to a tittle;~ for althongh 1 could
easily understand every word of what 1 had
heard > hitherto since’ F entered England, -
- three parts in four of«his dialect were as un-
/intelligible to me, as if‘he had spokein Arabic
or jrish, — ' He was¥a middle sized man,
and stooped very muc , though not above
the age of forty; his face was frightfully pitted -
* with the small pox, and his mouth extended
from ear to ear, — He was dressed in a
night - go%vnn-‘of,,\plaid, fastened about his
_middle with .a serjeant’s old sash; and a tie

~
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periwig with a fore-top 'thr‘e‘e inches high, in
the fashion of king Cliarles the Second’s
reign. — After he had received Strap (who
was related to him) very courteously, he
inquired of him, who I was: and being in-
formed, took me by the .hand‘.,, teliing me,
he was at school with my father, —  When
he understood my situation, he assured me
that he would do me all tle service in his
power, ‘both by his advice and otherwise;
and while he spoke these words, eyed me
with great attention, walking round me several
times , and muttering, 5,0 Ch——st! 0
Ch——st! fat a saight is: here.‘“;,__;— 1 soon
guessed the reason of his ‘ejaculation, and
said, ,,I suppose, Sir, you are not pleased
" with my .dxéfs « _ . Drels, (answered he)
you may caal it fat you pleasein your countrys
but I vaw to Gad ’tis a masquerade here. —
No christian will admit such a fignre-nto his
hawse. — Upon my. conscience, 1 wonder
the dogs did not hunt you! e Did you pﬂfSi
through St. James’s market? — God blefs my
eye-saight! you look like a cousin - german
of Euran Outang.** — 1 began to be a litt_l_ﬁ
serious at this discourse, and asked him, #
he thought [ should obtain entrance to-mof.
row .at the house of Mr. Cringer, on WII)‘O“I‘
1 chiefly depended, for an introduction int0
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businefs —. ,,Mr. Crmﬂer. M. Crm ger, (re-
phed he, scrarchmg his cheek) may be a
very honest ggntleman L I know nothing to
the contrary; ‘but is ‘your sole dependance
~upon him?¢ — 1 pulled out Mr. Crab’s letter,
and: told him the foundation of my hopes ;
at. which he stared at me, and repeated,
' 5, Ch—st!** — | began to conceive bad emens .
‘from this behaviour of his, and begged he
would assist me with his advice ; which he pro-
niised to give very frankly s andas "-specimen,
directed us to a periwig waréheuse, 1uthe

" mneighbourhood, in order to be acmmmodated
‘]aving sttong injunctions on me Dot to
appear before Mr. Cringer, till I had parted
with' those carotty locks, which, he said,
were suflicient to beget an antipathy against
‘me among all mankind. Apd as we were
 going to pursue his advice, he called me
' 'back, and bid me be sure to deliver my
..'letter into Mr, Crmgers own hand As we
Walked along, btrap tnumphed greatly in
_our reception with his friend, who (itseems)
had jassured him, he would m a day or two
‘provxde for him, with some _good master;
and ,,now (sgys he) you shall see how I
will fit you with a wig. — There’s ne ‘er a
barber in London (and that’s a bold word)

, «an palm a rotten canl ora penﬂf'W"f‘lghl of

!

1)
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dead. hair upon me, — And indeed this
zealous adherent did wrangle so® long with
“the merchant, that he was desired twenty |
times to léave the shop, and seeif he could
get one . cheaper élséwkfere; At length [
made choice of a'_gag_d‘ handsome bob, for
which I péi'id ten shullings, and 'retumed to
our lodging;,where Strap, in 2 moment, rid
me of that hair which had g/i‘veﬁ theﬁschool--\
wiASUEF SO milch (offente s

a

We got up next day betirpres,_having'
been informed that Mr. C‘ringeir‘g;ave;audiénée
by candle-light to all his debéndants, he
himself being obliged to attend the Jevee of
my lord Terrier, at break of day; because
his lordship made one at the minister’s be= |
tween eight and nioe o’ clock. — When,
we came to Mr Cringer’s door, Strap, to
give an instance of his politenels, ran toﬁri
the knocicer, which he employed so Joud
and so long, that. he alarmed felie
whole street; and a . window opening 1o
the fsecbnd story .-of the mext house;
a chamber pot was discharged upon him
so succefsfully, that the poor ~barber was
wet to ‘the skin, while I, being luckily 2t
ce, eskapedthe unsavory deluge.—
an openiog,
e e »

some distan :
in the mean time the fooim
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the door; and seeing no body in the street
‘but us, asked, with a stern countenance,
if it was I who made such a damn’d noise,
and what I wanted. — I told him 1 had
Businelss wwh ‘his maSter, whom 1 desired
to see, Upon which he clapped the door
in my “face, telling me, 1 mast learn better
(manners hefore [ could have accefs to his
master.  Vexed at this dlsappomtmenr, I
..turned. my pesentment agalnst Strap, whom
‘1 sharply reprimanded for his presumption;
but he, not in the least regarding what I
said, wrung the umrine out of his periwig,
and lifting up a large stone, flung it Wl[h
‘such force against the street door of that
house from whence he had been bedewed,
_Ihat the lock giving way, it flewr wide open,
and he: took to his heels, leaving me to
follow him as Yrcould. — Indeed .there was
}no time for deliberation; [ therefore pursued
;‘hun with all the speed I could exert until
“we found “ourselves; about the dawn, in a
street we d1d not know, Here aswe wandered
a]ong, gaping . about, a very decent sort of
' a man passing by me, stopped of a sudden,’
“and took up something, which, having ex-
amined, he turoed, and presemed it to me-.
with these words, ,,Sir, you have dropt half -
a crowmy = I was mot a httle surpnsed ac’

%
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this instance of honesty, and told himit did
not belong-to me: but he did me recollect,
and see if all my money was safe; upon which
I pulled out my purse (for I had bought one
since [ came to town) and reckonning my
money in my hand, which was now reduced
to live guineas, seven shillings, and two-
pence, assured him I had"lost nothing. —
,,We[l then»,_‘ (say*s’-I}e) so much the better, —
this is a God-send — and as-you two were
present when I picked it up, you are entitled
to equal shates with me.* — I was astonished
at these words , and looked upon’this person
to be a prodigy of integrity, but absolutely
‘refused to take any part of the sum, —
,,Come, gentlemen, (said he) you are too
modest— I see you are strangers — but yout
shall'give me leaye to treat you with a wet
this cold raw morning.* — I would have
declined this invitation, but Strap whispered
to me, that the gentleman would be affron
ted, and I complied. — ,;Where shall we
go? (said the stranger) 1 am quite ignorﬁ.ﬂf
of this part of the town.** — linformed him
_that we were in the same situation: upo%
which he proposed to go into the lirst pq?@i"
house we should find open; and as Wé
walked together, he began in this manper:
— I find by your tongues you are frof}

3
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Scolland ‘gentlemen. My grandmother, by
the fatlier’s side, was of your country, and
I am so prepossessed in his favour, that I
mever meet a Scotchman but my heart
'warms,: —-“\The,bco,ts, are a very braye
people, There is scarce a great family in
ithe kingdom that cannot boast of some
exploits performed by ist ancestors many
hundred  years ago. — Theres your
Douc-lasses, Gordons, Campbells, Hamiltons.
‘'t We have no such ancient families here
in England, — Then you are all very well
educated — I haye krrown a pedlar talk in
@eeck drid Hebrew, as well as if they had
been his mother-tongue. — And for honesty
— I once had a servant, his name was.
| Gregory Macgregor; | would have trusted
him with Gntold gold. — This enlogium on
Wy native country gained my  affection so
stronOIy, that I believe [ could have gone
to death to serve the author; and Straps
"eyes swam in tears, At length, as we pas-
sed’* through a dark ‘narrow lane, we
perceived a public- .house, which we entered :
‘and found a man sitting by the lire,
!smoaking his pipe, with a pint of purl
before him, — Our new acquamtance asked
us, if ever we had drank egg flip? To which
quesmon we answered in the negam’e, he
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assured us of a regale, and ordered ‘a quart
to be prepared,  calling for pipes and
tobacco at the same time. We found this
composition yery palatable, and vdrank‘
heartily : the couversation (which was in
troduced by the gentleman) turning upon
the snares that young unexperienced people
‘are’ eéxposed to in this metropolis. — He
described a thousand cheats that are daily.
practised upon the ignorant and unwary;
and warned us of them with so much good-
nature and concern, that we blessed the
opportunity which threw us in his way, —
After we had put the ean about for some
time, our new friend began to yawn, telling
us he had been up all night with a sick.
person; and i proposed we ‘should have
recourse to some diversion to kee him
awake. 2 ,.Suppose (said he) we shoul‘d"‘
take a hand at whist for pastime — But
jet me see, that won’t do, there’s only three
of us; and | cannot play at auy other game.
— The truth is, I seldom. ‘or mever - play
but out of complaisance, or at such a time
as this, whenl am in danger of * falling
asleep.' — Although .l was not much inclipe_@ '
to gaming, | feit no aversion to pafs_ an

. or " at cards with a friend; and

hour or two ; £
knowing that Strap understood as m uch 3o

’
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the matter-as T, made no scruple of saying,
;] wish wé could find a fourth hand.¢
While we were in this perplexity, the person
‘whom he found in the house at our entrance,
over-hearing our: discourse, took the pipe
{from his mouth very gravely, and accosted
“us thus: Gentlemen, my pipe is out, you

‘;s/ee (shaking ‘the ashes info the fire) and

'rather than you shoqldbe baulked, I don’t

“care if I take a hand with you for a trifle. —

_but remémber I won’t play for any thing of
‘consequence. — We accepted his offer

_with pleasure: having cut for partners, it

fell to my lot to play with him, against our

friend and Strap, for three-pence a game, —

We were su succelsful, that in a short time

1 was half a crown ‘gainer: when the gen-

tleman whom we had met in the street,

observing we had no lack to-day, proposed

to leave off, or change partners. — By this:
time | was inflamed with my good fortune,

and expectation of improving’it,  as I

perceived the two strangers played bat

indifferently: -therefore 1 voted for giving

‘him  Kis revenge: and catting again, Strapf.
and I (to our mutual satisfaction) happened

10 be partners — My good fortune attended

me still, and in lels than an hour, we had

8ot “thirty shillings of their money; for as

. Vol..V. ; s
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they lost they grew the keener, and dounbled
“stakes every time,  At.last the inconstant’
;goddefs began to veer about‘ and we were |
VCiy soon stript of all our gain, and about
forty shillings. of our own money. This lofs
mortified me extremely, and.had a vxsxlxle;
effect on the muscles of Strap’s face, whmh
lengthened apace'- but our atagonists pel-‘e
ceiying our condition, ‘kindly permntted us
to retrieve our lofs, and console 0urselves
‘ith a new acquisition, Then my. companion |
wisely suggested it was time to be gone;
upon which the person wkho had joined us
in the house began to curse the cards; and
muttered that we were indebted to forruné
only for what we had got; no part of our
“succels being ~owing to our good plag
This insinuation neitled me so muf‘h, that|
1 chaUenged him_to a game at piquet forﬂ%
crown; and he was wh difficaliy persuaded
to accept the invitation. — This contesﬁ
ended in lefs than an hous, to my mex“L
pressible affliction, ~who fost every shilling|
of my own money, btrap absoiuately refusmg
to supply me with asix - pence, The gpnﬂemwf
at whose reguesi we Lad come in, percelvmg
by my disconsolate looks the sitnetion ©

my heart, which well nigh buzsted vitl
griefand resentment, when the o:her strangét

'
¢

i
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- got up, and went away with my money,

‘began in this manner: I am truly afflicted
at your bad. luck, and would willingly re.

pnr it, was itin my power. But what in the
name: of goodnefs could provoke you to
tempt: your..\fa!.e so long? It is always a

- maxim with gamesters to pursne succels as

 far as it will 89, aud to stop whenever fortune
- shifts about — You are a young man, and
‘ ,your-pas‘sibn‘s £t6o lmpetupus’_, you must learn

to govern them better: — However. there is
‘N0 experience like® that which is boughts

. you will be ghe befter for this, the Iorgr»st

day you have to live. — As for the fellow

who has got your money, | dop’t half like
him: — 'Did not you observe me tip you
the wink, .to leave of intime? —— [ an=

- swered, No, ,No, (continued he) you was
‘1o cager to mind any thing but the game, —

;‘?But,'ha’rkee, (said he, in a' whisper) are
- You satisfied of that man's honesty ? hxs_r

looks are-a little suspicious: — But I may

. be: mxstal\en, he made a great many grimaces

‘when he stood hehind you: _this is a very
wicked town I told him I was very.well
‘convinced . of my comrade’s integrity and ihat
the grimaces he mentioned, were doubtlafs
ewing to his anxiety at my ol 250, hol

\f that be the case I ask his Patdon -

= e _~K2a'
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Landlord, see what's to pay“ — The
reckoning amounted to eightecn pence;
which having di;’chz‘xrgéd,. the .gvml,eman
shook us both by the hand, and saying he
should be very glad to see us again, departed.

LA e Xyt

Strap moralz;es —  Presents his Parse to
me — Fe unfmnz my Landlord cf my
.Zlwaortune, le znnzg)cl.r the Mystery —
A present nzy.rclf to Cringer e e recoma
mends and turns me owver to Dr. Staylaje
— I become acquainted witk a Fellow
Dependant, who explains the Character
-of Cringer and Staytape — And informs
me of the Method to be pursued at 2‘//5
Navy Ofﬁcc and Surgeons’- hall — Strnp‘
is employed ; ‘

In our way to our ‘lodging, after @
profound silence on both sides, Su‘ap wxlh‘,
a hideous groan observed, that he had brought
_our pigs to a fine market. To this observatio?
J made no reply; and he went on: ,,God’
send us well out of this -place, we have not
been in London elghr and forty hours;, @

‘1 believe we have met .with eight and forlY
thousand misfortunes — YYe have been ]eefd‘
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reproached, buffeted. pissed upon, and at
Jast stript of all our money: and I sippose
b} and by we shall be stript of our skins, —
Indeed as to the money-part of it, that was
owing fto our own folly: Solomon says,
{Bray & [ool in a mortar, and he will never
be wise, ~Ah! God help. us, an.ounce of

‘prudence is worth a pound of gold.« This =
‘was po  time for him to tamper with my

disposition, already mad with my lofs, and
“inflamed with resentment again him' for having
refused me a little money (to attempt to
retrieve it I therefore turned towards him

with a stera countenance, and asked, ,,Who

he called fool ¢ Being 'althogether unac-
customed to such looks from me, he stood
still, and stared in my face for some timej;
‘then with some confusion, uttered, ,,Fool!
— I called nobody fool but myself; — I
am sure | am the greatest focl of the two,
for being so much concerned at other people’s
misfortunes: . —— but Nemo omuibus horis
Lsapit, —— ‘that’s’ratl — tkat's"a]l.“~— Upon
‘which ' a silence ensued- that brought us to
our lodging, where 1 threw myself upon the
bed in an agony of despair, . ‘fes;olvgfi'!to
perish rather than 'apply to my companion
, Or an§ other body for relief ; but Strap,
vwho knew my temper, and whose heart bled

'
y
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within him at mj; dfstrefs, after some pause
came to the bed-side, and putunrf a leathemn |
purse into my hand, burst into tears, crying,
o,b know what you think: but I scorn ypur

thoughts. — — There’s all [ have in the
world, take 1t. and Pill perhaps get more |
for you before that be gonme. — —_ If not,

Tll beg for you, steal for you, g go- through
. the wide world with you, and starve with
you; for though 1 be a poor cobler’s son,
1 am no scout* — — 1 was so touched
with 1the generous passmn of this Pool‘
ereature that I could not refrain from
weepmg “also;” and we mmgled our tears
_together for some time. — — Upon exa
mining the purse, I found in it two half
guineas and haif a crown, which I would
have retu‘ned to him , saying, he Lnew
better than I how to manage it, but he abs
solutely refused - my proposal, and told me
it was more reasonable and decent that he
“should depend upon me, who wasagent)emam
than that I should be controu[ed by him.
After this frxend]y contest was overy
and our minds more at ease, we mfarweﬁl
our landlord of what had happened to By
taking care to conceal the extremity 10
_vw}ﬁcf we  were reduced He no soonet
heard ;he story, th an he assured us We hag
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been grievously imposed upo;‘ by a couple
of charpers, who were associates; and that
t?;is polite, honest, friendly, huniaﬁe person,
who had treated us so civilly, was no ‘other
‘than a rascally money -drepper, who made
it his businels to -decoy strangers in that
manner, to one of his own haunts, where
an accomplice or two were always waiting to
|assist ic pillaging theprey he had run down.—
'Here the good man recounted a great}many'
stories of people who had been sedgded,
‘cheated , p_ilfered , ‘beat, -— — may, even
murdered by such villains, I was confounded |
at the ariilice and wickednels of mankind,
and Strap, lifting vp his eyes and hands to
heaven, prayed that God would deliver him
from such scenes of imiquity: -for ‘surely the
! devil had set up his throne in London, ——
" Qur landlord being carious to know what
reception we bad met with at Mr. Cringer’s,
“we acquainted him with the parti‘cula,.rs . af
which he shook his liead, and told us we
had nar gone the right way to work ; that
there was nothing to be done with.a m—b—r
of p—m=—t without a buibe; and that the
servant was commonly infected . with his
masier’s disease, and"ekpected“td be paid
for his work as well as his betters, — e
therefore -adyised me to give the footman 3
- : :

o SRSy SR
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shilling the mext time I should desire -ad-

mittance 1o my patron, or else I should |
scarce lind an opportunity to deliver my |
letter.  Accordingly, next morning, when
the door ‘was opened, I slipt a shilling into

his hand, ‘and told him 1 had a letler for

his master. — 1 found the good effects of

my hberaht“y, for the fellow let me In im-

medlarely, and taking the letter out of my

hand, desired me to wait in a kind of pas-.
sage for an answer. In 'this place 1 con-

tinued standing for three quarters of an
8 _ g

hour, ‘during which time 1 saw a great many

young fellows; whom I formerly knew in
Scotland, Pafs and repafs with an air of
familiarity, in their way to and from the

audience - chamber: ‘while [ was fain to.

‘stand shxvprmg in the cold, and torn my

back to them, that they mwht not perceive
the lownefs of my condition. —— At length

Mr, Cringer came out to see a young
gemlemaa to the door, who was no other
than ‘squire Gawky, dressed in a very gay

suit .of clothes; at 'parting , Mr, Cringer
shook him by the hand, and told him he

hoped to have the pleasure of his company |

at dinner. Then tummtr about towards me

he asked what were my commands, when

he understood I was the person who had

0§
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brought the ]etter from Mr, Crab, he
_alfected to recollect my name, which, how-
ever, he pretended he could not do, tll
_he had consulted the letter again: to save
-blm that trouble, I told him my name was
Random — Upon which he went on, ,;Aye,
Aye, Random, Random, Random — I think
1 remember the nmame;* and very well he
‘might, for this veﬁr‘in‘divi‘dﬁal Mr. Cringer
‘had many a time rode before my grand-
father’s cloak bag, in guality of a ,foo_,tman.»
Well, (says he) you propose to go on board
a man of war, as surgeon’s mate “ .1 replied
by a low bow.. 4l believe it will be a diffi-
Cu|t matter ((‘ontmued he) to procure a war-
rant, there being already such a swarm of
Scotch Surgeons at the Navy Oflice, in ex-
pectation of the next vacancy, that the com=
missioners are afraid of being torn to: pieces,
and have actually applied for a guard to
'protect them, — However, some ships will-
soon be put in commission , and then we
shall see what’s to be done.* So saying, he
_left me, exceedingly mortified at.the different’
Teception Mr: Gawky and 1 had met with,
from this upstart, proud mean member,
who , (I 1magmod) would have been glad of
an opportunity to be grateful for the obli-'
) gauons he owed to my famxly :



; At my return, I was\'surprised with the
agreeable news of Strap’s being em-{gi@;ed“
_on the recommendation of :his frrend ‘the |
' school-master, by a periwig-maker in the:
neighbourhood, who allowed him five shillings
per ~week, besides bed and board.. — I
continued to daace attendance every other
morning at ‘the levee of Mr. Cringer; during
a fortnight, inwhich time 1 became acquainted
with a young fellow of my own country and
profeséim_;, who  also depended “on the
member’s interest; but. was treated’ with
much more respect than I, both by the

servants and master, and often -admitted
into a patlour, where there was a lire for
the convenience ‘of the better sort of those
who waited for him. — Thither I was nevet

permiited to penetrate, - on account of my

appearance which-was pot at all fashionablej
‘but was obliged to stand blowing my fingers
in a cold lobby, and take the first opportupity

of Mr, Cringes’s going to the door to s‘geﬂk.
with him. — One day, while I enjo}%éd-,’this"
occasion , 4 person was introduced, whos

Mr. Cringer na sooner saw, than, roopid§
tquardshir'n, he saluted him with a bow—.m;
the very ground, and afterwards .shaking

him by the hand with great heartinefs a,ﬂ_‘i_
familiarity, called him his good " friend, 35
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‘asked very kindiy after Mirs. Staytai)e and
 the! young ladies; then, after a whisper
* which continued some minutes, wherein I
" overheard the word .7§mnour repeated seyeral
‘times with great emphasis. Mr, Cringer <
introduced me to this gentleman, as to a
‘person whose adyice and ‘assistaﬁce I might

. depend upon ; and having given me his
direction,” followed me to the door, where
" he told me, I need not give myseif the
trouble to call at his honse any more, for

. Mr. Staytape would do 'my businels.: — At
' that instant my fellow dependant coming
out after me, .overheard ithe discourse of Mr.

_ Gringer, and making'up to me in the stréet
accosted me very civily: ‘-Th'i‘s address 1
looked upon as no small honour, considering

. .the figure he made; for he was dressed in
"a blue frock with a gold button, a green silk
waistcoat: trimmed with gold, black velvet

| breeches, white silk stockings, silver buckles,
| a gold laced hat, a spencer Wig, and a silver
hilted hanger, with a fine clouded cane in lus
hand, — 1 perceive (said he) you are but
lately come from: Scotland; — pray what
 may your businefs with Mr. Cringgr_bﬂ,? =
I suppose it is nosecret — and 1 may, possibly,
~ give you same adyice that will be serviceable;
. for I have beea surgeon’s second mate on

\
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board of aseventy gun ship; and consequently.
know a good deal of the world, — I made 3
no scruple to disclose my situation, “which |
when he had learned, he shook his head,
‘and told me he had been pretty muchin the |
same circumstances about a year ago! that
he had relied on Cringer’s promises, until-his’
money (which was _considerable) as welll as.
his credit was quite ‘exhausted: and when he

wrote to his relations for a fresh supply,
_instead of monsy, he .received nothing but
reproaches, and* the epithets of idle, de-

bauched fellow: that after he had waitedat.
the Navy office many months for a warrant, .
10 no purpose, he was fainté pawn some 0f

his clothes, which raised a small sum, where-
with he bribed the s—t—y, whosoon procured

a warrant for him, notwithstanding he had.
affirmed the same day that there was not oné
vacancy, — That he had gone on board,
where le remained ‘nine months, at the end)
of which the ship was pat out of commission’:
atd he said the company were to be paid off
in Broad street the very next day. — That his

rél}atior‘asbeing reconciled to him, had che\r_ged

(Jiim to pay his devoirs regularly to Ms. Crin-.
ger, who had informed them by letter, that

his interest alone had pro-cured the warrant:’;

in obedience to which command, he cal'c.

/

v
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to his ]evee every morning as I saw, 111ough'
hs Jooked upon ‘him: to be a very ‘pitiful
scoundrel, — In. conclusion, he asked me
if I had yet paSSEd at surgeon’s hall 2 To
‘which _question I answered , 1 did not so
much as know it was necessary. — ;s INeces-
sary, (cned he)’ O Lord, O Lord! I find I
‘must imstruct you — come along with me,
and Pll give you some information abont
that matter.' — So saying, he camed me
into an ale- house, ‘where he called for some
beer, and bread and cheese, on ‘which we
breakfasted,. While we sat'm this place, he
 told me 'L must first go to the Navy- oflice,
/and write to the board, desiring them 1o
order a letter for me to the Surgeon’s: hall,
that' I might be. examined touching my skall
in surgery ;. That the surgeons, after havimg
examined me would give me, my gnalilica-
itions sealed up in form ‘of a letter, directed
to the commissioners, ‘which qual ifichtion I
must deliver to the secretary of ' the board,
“ who would open it in my presence, and read
the contents. After which I must employ my
interest to be provxded for s soon as possible,
— That,the expence of his quahfication for
second mate 'of a third rate amounted to
* thirteen shxlhngs, exclusive of the Warranr,
Wghich cost him half a guxnea and halfa crown,
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besides the present to the secretary; which
consisted of a three ;;Oun’d twelve piece, —
‘This ‘calculation was like a thunderbolt to
me , whose whole fortune did not amount to
twelve shillings — I accordingly made him
acquainted with this pait of; my distrefs, after
having thanked him for his information and
advice. — He condoled me on this oecasion; |
but bade me be of good cheer, for he had
conceived a_ friendship for me, and would
make all things’ easy. — He was run out
at present, but to-morrow or next day'he
svas certain of receiving a considerable samj
of which he would lend me what would be
sufficient to awswer my exigencies.  This
frank declaration pleased me so much, that
I pulled out my purse and emptied it before
him, begging him to take what he pleased
for pocket=expence, until he should receive
his own money, — With a good dealﬂf‘f‘
pressing he was prevailed upon to take five
shillings, telling mie that he might have what
money he wanted at any time for the trouble
of going into the city: but as he met witlt
me, he would defer his going thititer uill - o
morrow, when 1 should go along with hims
and he would put me in' a way of acting for
my’sélf; without a-servile dependance on that
sascal Cringer , much lefs on the lousy. taylgf:
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to whom T hieard him turn you over. — How,

" (eried 1) 1s Mr. Staytape a taylor? — ,;No,
lefs, Tll assure you, (answered he) and. I
confefs, more likely to serve you, then the
wmember: For, provided you can entertain

; him with politics and conundrums , you may
- ave credit with him-for -as ‘many, and s
rich clothes as yon please 't — I told him

T was utterly “ignorant of both, and so incen-
sed ‘at Cringer’s usage, that 1 would neyer
“set foot within his door again, — After a
good deal more conversation, my mew ac-

. guaintance and I parted, having made an
appointment to meet nextday at the same
place; in oxder to set out for the eity. I
went immediately to Strap , and . related
‘every thiﬁg shich had happened; but he

 did not at all approve of my being so for<

~ward to lend money to 4 stranger, espes
cially as we had already been so much im=

- posed upon by *appearances. -, However,

{ (said ey if you are sure he is a Scotchman,
I belieye you are safe,¢ ;

,%  CHAP. XVIL
: My new Acquaintance breaks an 4;‘:};@1’#5
ment — I proceed by m’y.ré%f tu the Naby .
« . Office — dddrefs myself to - Person
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‘ \
there, who assists me with Lis Advz’c;:-—-k",
lVritel to ithe Board — They grant me a'_
Letter to th’ey‘, Surgeons at the Hall — am
'z'nfarmed q‘ffthe Beau’s 7zzime.“1_md charaoce.
ter — Find him — He makes e his
Conﬁda.nt A Amouf' _— _décz"re: me o
pawn my Linen for his Qecasions — I
recover what I lent hitn — Some curious
Observations of Strap on that Occasion.—
His Panity, ; HEST

In the morning [ rose and went to the
place of rendez vous, wherel waited two hours

in vainj and wasso exasperated against him

for breaking his appointment, thatl set out.

for the city by myself, in hope of finding the

villain, and being r_eveng’ed on him for his
breach of promise, — At length 1 found.

" myself at the Navy-office, which 1 -entered,

'below?, many of whom made no_ bett

and saw crowds of young fellows W;zlkitigr‘
ekl
appearance »théii"rn/yself.‘ — I consulted \the':“
phisiognomy of each, and at last made up o
one whose countenance | liked; and asked if
he could instruct me i the form of the letter
which was to be sent to the board, to obtail
an order for examination: He answered me
in broad Scotch, that he would shew me the
copy of what he had writ for himself, by the,

K
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direction’ of another who knew the form:-
‘and accordingly pulled it out of his pocket
for my perusal; and told me, that.if | was
expeditious, | might send ‘it in to the board
before dinner; for they did do,t:.bus‘inefs‘r:ié
the afternoon. ‘He then went with me to a
‘coffee-honse hard by, *_vj,v;hefe I wrote /the
letter, which was immediately delivered ‘to
the messenger; who ‘told me 1 might expect
an order to morrow about. the sadie time, —
Haviog transacted this piece of businels, my
mind was a good deal composed; and as I
met with so. much civility from this stranger,
I desired further acquaintance with him, fully
resolved, however, not to be! deceived: by
him so much to. my prejudice as. } had been
by the beau, — He agreed: to.dine . with me
2t the cool’s shop which T frequented; and
on our way thither, carried me to ’Change; -
where [ was in some hopes -of hinding Mr,
 lackson (for that was the name of the-p‘e;;on/
I who had broke his appointment) — I sought .
him there to mo purpose, and on our way
Jtowards the other end-of the town, imparted
to my companion his behaviou;ﬂ towards mes
Upon which, he gave me ‘to understand,
that he was no stranger to the name of Bean
Jackson (so he was called at the pavy - office)
| although he did not know him personally;
Valv, ki
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:that he had thé character of a g00od - natured
-carelefs fellow, who had no scruple of borrowing
from any body that would lend; that most
people who knew him believed he had a good!
principle at‘bottom ;- but his extravagance
was such, he would probably never have it
in his power to manifest the honesty ot bis
intention, — This account made me sweat]
‘for my live shillings, which 1 meverthelel
did not althogether despair of ‘recovering
provided I could find out the debtor — This
young man likewise added: another circums
stance: of Squire Fackson’s history , whicl
was, that being ‘destitute: of all means 1
éq'uii) himself for sea, when he received his
Jast ‘warrant, he had been recommended 1,
a person-who Jent him a'little money, aftet
" he: had signed ‘a will and power, entitling
. that person to lift his  wages «when th!
shounld become’ due, as also to ik it
his: effects in case of his death. — Tirat It
was still under the tutorage and directi
of that gentleman,” who advanced him sm&
“pums from time to time upon this securith
at the rate of 50 per cent. DBut at presel’
his  credit was very low, because his fund®
would do little more than” pay what he hae
already ' received , this moderate 'in'tegét
included. — After the stranger (whose na®




b

163

was Thomson) had entertained me with this
‘account of Jackson, he informed me that
“he himself had padsed for third mate of a
i third rare, about four months ago: since
which time, he had constantly attended at the
Navy-office, in hope of a warrant, having '
| been assured from the beginning, both by a
‘Scotch member, and one cf the commissioners
i to whom the member recomm‘ended him, that
‘he should be put into the frst vacancyg
‘notwithstanding which promise he had the
mortification to see six or seven appointed
in the same station almost every week —
;lhat now being utterly ir{}pgx’erished; his
‘sole hope consisted in the "promise of a
friend lately come to town, to lend him a
Small matter for a present to the s—t—y;
 without which he was persuaded he might
wait a thousand years to no purpose. — I
conceived a mighty ‘liking for this young
\_fellow, which, ( 'believe) ,proceeded from the
X similitude of ourfortunes : Wespent the whole
day 1ogether : and as he lived at Wapping,
‘1 desired him to take a share of my bed. -
~ Next day we returned to the Navy - office, -
Where,’ after.béing called before the‘b,‘)a?d"
and quéstioned about the place of»qu__nat’ivirtyv
and education, they ordered a letter to be -
‘made out for me, which, npon paying half

’
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a crown to the c!erk I received, and delivered

‘into the hands of the clerk at Surgeon s hall,,

would pawn every thing he had in the world,

|

in our right wits! (cried he) would you turlL,

wen]oys not content. — And in the next therﬂ

- together with a -shilling for his trouble in
-registering my name, —— By this time my|

whole stock was diminished to two shillings,’
and [ saw not the least prospect of relief,
even for present subsistence, much lefs td
enable me to pay the fees at Surgeons - halt

for: my examination, which would come on

in a fortnight, — In this state of perp]enty,
1 consulted Strap, .who assured me, he

even to his razors, before I should wani:

but this expedient [ absolutely rejected, el
ling him, I would a thousand times rather
list for asoldzer, of which1 had some thoughts
than be aoy longer a burden to him — At/
the word soldier, he grew pale as death,h
and begged on his knees I would: think no.
more of that scheme, ,,God preservejus all

soldier, and perhaps be sent abroad agamsf
the Spamards, where you must ‘stand and |
be shot at like awoodcock? — Heaven kee[f
cold lead out of my carcase! 'and let me
die in a bed like a christian, as all my |
forefathers have done. — What signifies aﬂ
the riches and honours ‘of this life, , if one

18 1o respect of persous, Bebter be a pO"‘
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honest barber, with a good conscnence, and
txme to repput‘of my sins’ upon my dpath—
bed, than be cut off (God blefs ‘us)y by a
,musket shot, as it were, in the very fower
of one’s age, in the pursuit of riches and
fame, — What signify riches (my dear friend 1))
do not they make unto themselves wings,
a5 the wise man saith: and does not Horace
observe, Non domu: aut fundus, non aeris
eervus. aut aurz,' acgroto domino deduxit
‘orpore febram, non animo curas. — I could -
moreover mention ‘many other sayings in
‘ontempt of riches, both from the bible and
other good books: but as 1 know you are
not very fond: of those things, I shall onlv
assure you , that if you take on to be
Boldier § will do the same; and then if we
“ihould both be slain, you will not only have
your own blood to answer for, but mine
also And peradyenture the lives of all those
Whom we shall kill in battle. — Therefore I
,Efay you consider whether you will sit down
{Contented with small things, and share the
Hruits of my mdustry in peace, till Prondence
fshall send us bétter tidings, or by your
&ﬁspau- plunge both our souls and bodies
o everlasting, perdmon, which God of his
infinite mercy forbid. — I could not help
'Pﬂmg at this harangue, .whlch was dthered .
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1

with great earnestnefs, the tears standing in
his eyes all the time; and proniised to do |
notlunv of that sort w1thout his consent and»—j
concurrence, — He was much comforted at :
thls declaratmn and told me in a few days
he should recmve awcek s wages which should,
be at my service, but' advised me, in the
mean time, to go in quest of Jackson, and.
recover, if possible, what he had borrowed.
of me. — I accordingly trudged about from.

- one end of the town to the other for several

days wuhout being able: to learn any thing
certain concerning him. ~ And, one day,

. being extremely hungry, and allured by the

steams that regaled my nostrils from a boiling
cellar, T went down with an intention to.
gratify my appetite with. two penny worth
of beef; when, to my no small surpnsp I
found Mr, Jackson sitting at dinner with 2
foorman, ,— He mno sooner perceived me
than he got up, and shook me by the handy
saying, ,,He was glad to see me, for he |
intended to have called at my lodgings in
the afterncon. — I was so well pleased)

“with this rencounter, and the apologies he
made for not keeping his appointment, that.

I forgot my resentment, ‘and sat down t0
dinner, with the happy expectation of not

“enly recovermg my own money before We
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should part, put also of reaping the benefit
of his promise, to lend me wherewithal to
‘pals examination ; and this hope my sanguine
complexion suggested though the account
Thomson gave me of him ought to have mo-
derated my expectation. — When we had
feastei sumptuously, he took his leave of
‘the footman, and adjourned with me to an
ale- house hard by, where; after shaking me
by the hand again, he began thus: ,,I sap- .
pose you think me asad dog, Mr. Random:
and [ de eonfels that appearances are against
me, — But F dare say you will forglve me
when I tel} you, my not coming at the time
appointed . was ‘owing to a peremptory,
‘message [ received from a certain lady,
whoni — harkee (but this is a great secret)
I am to marry very soon. — You think this
istrange pethaps, but it is not lels true for
all that — a five thousand: pounder, ri
assure you, besides . expectations, — Tor
my own part, devil take me it I know what
_any woman can see engaging about me, —-——
but a whim you know, —— and then one
WOuld not baulk one’s good fortune. — You
saw that footman who dined with us — he’s
_one of the honestest fellows that ever wore
LA hvery. '-.— You must know, it was by his

M

ol b e £ -



168

means I was introduced to her, for he made

me first acquainted with her woman, who is

)

~_his mistres —— aye, many a crown has he
and his sweetheart had of my money ——

but what of that? things are now brought
to a bearing, — [ have (come a little this
way) 1 have proposed marriage, and the day

is fixt — she's a charming creature! writes

like an angel. — O lord! she can repeat all
the English tragedies as well as eer a

player in Drury-Lane! and iadeed is so
fond of plays, that to be near the stage,
she has taken lodgings in a court hard
by the theatre. — But you shall see — you
shall see — here’s the last letter she sent

me.** — With these words he put into my:
hand, and I réad (o the best of my remem-.

brance) as follows:
,Deer Kreeter, ~

As you are the amiable hopjack of my
eontemplayshins , you ayder is infernally
skimming before my keymerycal fansee, when

* Murfy sends his puppies to the heys of slip-
ping mortals; and when Febus shines from
his merrydying throne: Whereupon, I shall
eanseeif old whorie time has lost his pinners;
as also Cupid his harrows, until thou enjoy
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| éweet propose in the Ioafseek harms of thy
faithfool to commend, : ' !
. Wingar yeard, Droory-Lane,

January 1ath. =~
Y CLAYRENDER, ‘¢
AWhi(leAI was reading, he seemed to be in
an ecstasy, rubbing his hands, and bursting
out into fits of laughter; at last he caught
‘h"olldv_‘ of my hand, and squeezing it, cried,
yThere is a style for you! what do you think -
of this billet-doux 2¢¢ I answered, it might be
sublime for ought I knew, for it was altogether
tabove my comprehension,** — 4O ho! (said
he) Ibelieye it is — both tender and sublime —
she’s a divine creature! — and so doats upon
me! — Let me see — what shall I do with
 this money, when I have once gotit into my
‘hands? — In the first place I shall do for
You — I'm a man of few words — but say no
‘more, — that’s determined — whether would
‘Jou advise me to ’purchasé some. post, by
:hhich I may rise in the state; or lay out my
Wife’s fortune in land, and retire to the coun-
}-_,"}'ga‘t once?* | give my opinion “without
hesitation, that he' could not do better than
"b,“‘y an estate and iujpro#é; especiallfrvs'ince.
e hag, already seen so much of the world,
I Theh I launched out into the praises of a
i ;f?untry life, as described by the poets whose

i,
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works I had read — He seemed to relish my
advice, but withal told me, that a]though he
had seen a great deal of the world both by
land and sea, having CI‘UIZed three whole
months in the channel. yet he should not be
satislied until he had visited' ‘France, which he
proposed to do before he should settle; and
to carry his wife along with him — I had no-
thing to object to this proposal ;. and asked
how soon he hoped to be happy —¢ As to
that (he replied, nothing obstructs my hap-"v
pinefls, but the want of a little ready cash —
for you must know, my Frmnd. in the city has |
gone out of town for a week or two; and I
unfortunately missed my pay at Broad street,
by being detained too long by the dear char-
mer — but there will be a recall at Chatham
next week, whither the ship’s books are sent,
- and [ have commissioned a friend in that
place to receive the money.* — If that be.
all (said 1) there’s no great harm in deferring
your marriage a few days, — Yes faith! but
there is, (sald he) you don’t know how many.
rivals I have, who would"take all advantagns\’
agamst me. — [ would not baulk the impa=
tience of her passion for the world — the’
least appearance of coldnels andgndzﬁerence
would .ruin all; and such offers don't occul
every day.** I acquiesced’in this obseryation
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and inquired how he intended to proceed.
v,,,At this. question:he rubbed his chin, and
‘said ¢ Why truly l must be obliged to some -
friend or other — do you know nobody
‘that would lend me a small sum’ for a day
ortwo! — I assured him I was such an utter
stranger in London, that l did not believe
1 could borrow a guinea if my life depended
‘upon it. — ,,No! (said he) that’s hard —-
ithat’s hard — I wish I had any thing to
pawn — upon my soul you have got excellent
linen (feeling the sleeve of my shirt) hew
many shirts of that kind have you got?¢ —
Tanswered, ,,Six roffled and six plain.® —
At which he testified great surprise, and
' swore that no gentleman ought to have mora
than four — ,,How many d’ye thiok I have
- 8ot (continued he); but this and anotheras I .
hope to be saved! I dare say we shall be able
‘oarise agood sum out of your superfluity —
et me see — let me see — each of these
‘ahu"‘ts is worth sixteen shillings at a moderate
Computation — now suppose we pawn them
 for half price —  eight times eight is sixty-
| four, that’s three pounds four —z—ds! that’
“will do — give me your hand.¢* —— ,,Sofily,
softly, Mr, jabkson,, (said I) don’t dispose
f my linen without my consent: first pay
" me the crown you owe me, ‘and then we
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‘shall talkk of other matters.¢ — He protested .
he had not above one shilling in his pocket,
but that he would pay me out of the first 8
of the money raised from the shirts, — This
piece of assurance incensed me so much,
that I swore I would not part with him until
I had received satisfaction for what I had
lent hfim',' and as for the shicts 1 would not
payn any one of them to save him from
tht gallows, — At this expressionhe laughed
alond, and then complained it was damned
hard, that ! should refuse~him a trifle, that
would ' infallible enable him not only to
make his own fortune, bug ‘mine also, —
s You talk of pawning my shirts (said D),
suppose you sell this hanger, Mr, Jackson?
1 believe it would fetch a god round sum?¢¢ —
»No, hangit (said he) I can’r a\ppeat“decentl‘_r
without my hanger, or egad it should go.“
However, seeing me inflexible with regard
to my linen, he at length unbuckled his
hanger, and shewing me the sign of the
three blue balls, desired me to carry it
‘thither and pawn it for two gu‘ihehs. ~ This
office I should by no means have performed,
had Ivseen any likelihood of having my
money otherwise: but mot willing, out of 2
piece of false delicacy, to neg]ec’t"the only
epportunity I should perhaps ever have, I

N
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yentured into ' a pawh-broker’s shop, where
1 demanded two guineas on the pledge, in
the pame of Thomas Williams — »IWo
-guineas ! rsaid the pawn-bmker, looking at
‘the hanger) this piece of goods has been here
several times before for thirty shillings;
‘however, 'since | believe the gentleman to
whom it belongs will redeem it, he shall
‘have what he wants; and accordingly he -
payed me the money, which I carried to the
‘house where I had left Jackson, and calling
‘for change, counted out to him seven and
thirthy shiilings, reserved the other live for
" myself, o : _

After looking at the money some time
he said. ,,D—n it! it don’t signify — this
won't do my businels; so you may as well
take half a guinea or a whole one, as the
five “shillings you have. kept. — I thanked
 him Kindly, but I refused to accept of any
more than was my due, because I had no
‘Prospect of repaying it. — Upon which
declaration he stared in my face, and told
me 1 was excessively raw, or I would not
telk in that manner: — ,,Blood, (cried he)
I have a very bad opion of a young fellow
Who won’t borrow of his friend, when he is
0 want — ’tis the sign of a sneaking spirit. —
QOme\ , come, Random, giye me'back the
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five shillings, and take this half guinea, and
if ever you are able to pay me I believe
you will; — if not, ‘d—n me if ever I ask
for it *¢ —— When 1 reflected on my present
‘necessity, I suffered myself to be persuaded ;
and after making my acknowledgments to
Mr. Jackson, who offered to treat-me with
a play, | returned to my lodgings with a
much better opinion of this gentleman than
1 had in the morning: and at night imparted
my days adventure to Strap, who re;oxced'
at my good lucky saying, ,I told you if he
was a Scotchman you was safe enough — and
who knows but this marriage may make 1
- all, — You have heard, Isuppose, as howa
countryman of ours, a journeyman baker
ran away with a great lady of this town, and
now keeps his coach. — Ecod, Isay ncthingj
but. yesterday morning, as I was shaviog @
gentleman at his own house, there was a
young lady in the room — a fine 'btizom
wench, i’faith! and she threw so many 'sheepsb
eyes at a certain person, whom I shall mot
name, that my heart went knock, knocks
knock, like a fulling mill, and my hand
sh—sh —skook so much that I sliced a pl?ce
of skin off the gentleman’s nose: whereby he
swore a deathly oath, and was going O
‘horsewhip me, when she prei'ente'd‘-'ﬁim,‘?ﬂd
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‘made my 'peaces —Omen hand malum! s
not a ]ourneyman barber ‘as good as a
}enrm:yman ‘baker? The only difterence is,
the baker uses flour for the belly, and the
harber uses it for the head; and as the head
ls a move noble member t an-the belly, so
@ a barber more noble than a baker —— for
what's the belly without the head? ——
Besides, 1 am told he could neither resd nor -
Write; now you know I can' do both: and’
|moreover speak Latin — but I will say no
more, for I despise vamry ¢ — nothingismore
Yain than vanity.¢¢ —— With these WO!‘dS he
pulled out of his pocket a wax candle’s end,
Lwdmth he applied to“his forehead and, upon
examinatioq, I "ound he had combed his own
hair over the toupee of his wig, and was
‘ndeed in his whole drefs become a very smart
shaver. '] congratulated him on his
prospecr with a satyncal smile, which he
inderstgod very well; and shaking his head,
obseryed T had very httie faith, ‘but the truth,
Would come’to hght in spite of my lncreduhay.

r
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;";' CHAP XL

I‘go &0 Surgeon’s HaIZ where I ineet w;tk Mr,-
Jachson — dm examined — A ﬁerac Dis=
i Puta arises betweentwo af the Exammer: _—
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Jacksondisguises himself toattract Respech.
< Is detected — In hazard of being sent to

Brtdewell — .He treat: us at a Tavern —

" Qarries us to a Night - House — A trouble-

some Adventure there — V¥ e are cqmmzttcd ;
to the Bound House — Carried before a_‘

Justice — His Behaviour,

 With the ‘assistance “of this faithful ads
herent, who gave me almost all the money'

he earned, I preserved my half guinea entire,
till the day of examination, when 1 went with |

a quaking heart to Surgeon’s Hall, in. order

to undergo that ceremony. — Among &

crowd of young fellows who walked in the
_outward hall I perceived Mr. Jackson, to

whom 1 immediately went up, and enqumngﬂ

into the state of his amour, understood it

"was still undetermined, by reason of his
friend’s absence, and the delay of the recal

at Chatham, which put it out of his power

to bring it to a conclusion, — I then asked

what hls businefs was in this place' ‘he rephed, v
he was resolved to have two strings to his

bow, that in case the one failed, he might
use .the other; and with this view he was 10
pals that night for a higher qualification. =
‘At that instant a young fellow came out from
- the place of exammauon, vith a pale counter,
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‘pance, his. hp quivering, and his locks as
r’m{d ~as if he. had seer a ghost.. '— He no
‘sooner appeared -than we all flocked -about
’lum with ‘the utmost Pag‘emefs to know what -
reeeptmn he hat met w1th, which (afLer some
‘pause) he described, recounting all the
\questions they ‘had asked, with the answers
{he ‘made. " In this manner. ‘we obliged no
lefs than twelve 10 recapitulate which, now
“Ihe danger was past, they did with pleasure,
befo:;e it fell to my lot: at }ength the beadle
Ea]leﬂ my name, wnh a yoice that made
me tremble as much as if it had been the
sound of the last. trumpet: However, there
‘was no remedy: | was couduacted into a
'large' hall, where | saw about a dozen of
gHim faces sitting 4t a long table; one of
‘whom bade me come forward, in such an.
!mpenous tone that I was actually for a
Iminute or two bereft of my sensess — The
st question -he pur to me was, ,,Wherq -
Was. ‘you born 2% To which 1 answered 59101
Scotland“ = »ln Scot]and (2aid he) I know ‘
that very well — we have scarce any other
untrymen to examine here - You
Scotchmen: have overspread us of Iate as’
the lodusts did Egypt: — I ask you in what
part of Scotland was you bor#p« — named
the place of my natmty, whwh he had neyer
Vol. N N '
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before heard of: 'he then proceeded to
interrogate me about my age, the town
where I served my time, with the term of
my apprenticeship; and, when 1 informed
him that I seryed three years only, he fell
into a violent passion; swore it was a shame
and a scandal to send such raw boys into
- the world as Surgeons that it was a great
presumption in me, and an affront upon|
~ the English, to pretend to sufficient skxl!"1
in my businels, hav:ng served so short a
time, when every " apprentice in. Eﬂgland
was bound seven years at least; — that my
friends would have done better if they had
made me a weaver or shoemaker, but their
pride would have me a gentleman (he sup-
posed) at any rate, and their poverty could
not afford the necessary education, — This
exordium did not at all conmbute to the
recovery of my spirits, but on the contrary |
reduced me to such a situation that I was
scarce able to stand; which being perceived
by a lump gentleman who sat opposite 0
me, with a skull before him, he said, Mr.
Snarler was too severe upon the young
man; and turning towards me, told me, [
- need not be afraid, for nobody wounld do
me any harm;*then bidding me take time t0
recollect myself he examined me, touching
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tbe operation. of the. trepan, iand was very
well satisfied with my answers, — The next
person who questioned me was a wag, who
began by asking if T had ever seen ampu. :
tation performed ;. and T replying in the '
affirmative, he shook his. head, and said,
{What ! upon a dead subject, I suppose? If
(contmued he). dunng an engagement at sea,
'a man should be bmught to you with }us ,
head shot oft, how would you behave?—
LAﬁer some hesxtatxon, I owned such a case
‘had npyer come under -my observatmnz
,nenher “did I remember to have seen  any.
method of cure proposed for such acmdents'
in any of the systems. of surgeryl had
perused. Whether it was owing to the
simplicity of my answer, or to the archnefs
lof the question, 1 know mnot, but every
member at the board deigned to smlle, except
Mr, Snarler, who seemed to have very little
| of the animal rzulule in his constitution, —
‘The . facetious meuxber,‘ encouraged by the
 succefs of the ]aqt joke, went .on thus: -
‘»Buppose you was called to a patient of a
plethoric habit, who had been bruised by a
fall, what would yon do?* [ answered 1
Would bleed him- 1mmednately, ,;What, (said
 he) before you had tied . ~up his arm?¢—
But (this stroke of wit not answermg his
: Mz
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expeci;atmn, “he “desired me to advante to
the gentleman who sat mnext to him: and.
who with a pert air, asked what method OE
cure I would follow m,, wounds of the in-
gestines. — 1 Tepeated . ‘the method of cure
as it is prescribed by the best chirurgical
‘yyriters; which he heard to “an end, and'f}
then said, with a supercilious smile, ,,50'
you t’hmk By such treatment the patient.
might recover?‘ — I told him I saw nothing
to make me think orherw;lse. — ,;That may
be (resumed he) I wont answer for’ your fore-
sight; but did you ever know a case of this
kind succeed"“ 1 acknowledged I did not,‘
and was about to tell him I had never seena
wounded intestine; but hestopt me, by saying-
with some ptempltatmn, ,»oor ever will. —
I affirm that all wounds of the intestines, !
whether _great or small, are mortal. —
sPardon, me, brother, (says the fat gentle-
man) there is very good authonty“ — Hero |
he was interrupted by the other, with <Sir, |
‘excuse'me,’ I despise all authority, — Naullius | |
- #n verba — I stand upon my own bottom.*
»»But, Sir, Sir, (replied his antagomst) the
reason of the thing shews.« — , A fig for-
reason, (cried this sufficient member) 1 laugh
at reason, give me ocular demonstration.—
The corpulent gentleman began to wax warfh
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the anatomy of the parts Would advance surh. :
an extravagapt assertion, — This zrguendq«
“enraged the ozher so. much 5 that he starl;ed;
Lup, and in a furxous tone exclax,med ,,Whgt
Sir! do you question my knowledge in 'a'nét‘é‘)-‘
my? — By this time, all the examiners hadw
‘espoused the opinion of one or other of tha
dlsputants, and ralsed their, yoices. a‘togethe}'
when the chairman commanded,'sﬂence, an&;‘
Ordered me to w1thdraw. In lels"than a
»f an hour I was called in agaln,.
Teceived my qualmcanons sealed up; and was
;fbfde;ed to pay five shilling —1 Taid down
my half guinea upon the table, and stood'
‘some time, until one of them bade me bq
gone; to this I replied; 1 will when 1 have
&got my change; npon whxch another threv,
me five shdlmgs and sn:pence, saymg, R
Should not be a true Scotchmap Af I weng
away without my change. 1 was. afterwards
ynbhged to give three shﬂlmgs and s1xpenca
{to the beadles. and a shﬂhng to an old
[woman whe swept the hall - This
‘dISbursement sunk my ﬁnances 10 thu'teeh
| Pence halfpengy, with thch I was sneakmg
| off, when - Jac‘Lson percelvmg 13:, came up_
10 me, and begged I WOuld tan;y fol’ ‘him,’
‘ ‘“d he would accompany me 19 ;he v‘o,;}lag

.
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éhd of the' towu,“as s06m 38 his examination |

s'holﬂd be ov'er. ‘1 coqu not refuse this to
. $on that was' so much mv fnend =

Y

hat“‘I have * al:eady ‘described, to a very ,
rotesque fashion, — His head was covered l
" th o olid smoaked tye-wig, that did not |
bbést one crooked hair, and a slouched hat.
sver it, which would have very well become f
a Chlmnﬂy sweeper or a dustman; his neck |
Was adornea with a black (‘;apepthe' ends of
which e ‘twisted and hxed in the button=
Hole of a shabby great coat that ‘wrapped up
his ‘whole body; his white silk stockings were
converted into black worsted: hose; and his
countenance was renderpd venerable bY

wrinkles, ‘and a beard of his ‘own painting. —
When I éxpressed my surprize at thxs
metamorphosxs, he laughed, and told me, ! it
was done by the adyice and assistance of 2
friend ‘who “lived over the Way, and would
certafnly prodiiceisomethmg very much [0
; his a&vanta ges for 1t gave him the appearance

Of 8"8. Whlch néver fails" of attractin
resPect. i applauded his saba‘@ity, and waited
with 1mpatience for the effects  of it. At
_length he was called in; but whether the
‘oddnefs oE his. appearance excited a cunoswi

i
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‘more than usual inthe board, orhis behaviour
was not suitable to his figure, 1 know not,
he was discovered to be an 1mpostor, and
put into the hands of the beadle, in’order
to be sent to Bridewell. So that instead
of seeing him come out with a . chearful
|countenance, and a surgeon’s qualification in
‘his hand, T perceived him led through the
‘outward - -hall - as ‘a prisoner; and was very
‘much alarmed and anxious to know the
occasion’; when he ca]led with a lamentable
voice and pll:lous aspect to me, and some
vthers who knew him; ,,For God’s sake,
gentlemen, bear witnefs that I am the same
individual John Jackson, who served ' as
surgeon’s second mate on board the Elizabeth,

or else I shall go to Bridewell. — It would
‘have been 1mpossxble for the most austere
hermit that ever lived, to have refrained
from langhing at his appearance and addrels;
we, therefore, indulged ourselves a good
while at his expence, and afterwards pleaded
his cause so effectually with the beadle, who
was gratified with half a crown, that the
prisoner was dismissed ; and in a few moments
Tesumed his former gaxty, — swearing since
‘the board had refused his money, he would
Spent it every shilling before he went to bed
m treating lns friends; at the same mnq ]
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pany, It was now ten o’clock at- ‘night, and
as I had a great way to walk through the
sireets, that were utterly unknown o mey
1 was prevalled upon to be of their party.
in" ‘hopes  he would dfterwards accompany
e to my Iodomgs, -according to his promise, :;§
He conducted us to his friend’s house, Who
kept a tavern over the way, where he con-
dinued drinking punch, until the liquor. mounted
up to our heads and made us all extremely
frohcaome' I in’ parncular was so much
elevated that mothig would serve. ‘ne but a
wench, at which demand Jackson expressed
much joy, and assured me 1 should hayve my:
desire before “we parted. — Accordingly,
when we had paid the reckomnh, we sallied
out, roaring and singing; and were cons |
ducted by our leader to a place of nocturnal
entertainment where L 1mm9d1ately attached
myself to a fmr one, with whom I proposed

%o spend. ‘the remaining part of the night;

' »imt she ‘not relishing my appearance, refused

2o gtant my request before 1 should ‘have
made her an ac’knowledgment,‘ which nof

smtmg with my” circnmstances , we broke off

our correspondence tomy no small mortification
and resentment, because | Ihmught themel'ce‘
mary creature had not done ]usmze to ﬂ*f
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‘merit, — In t’rie mean time, Mr. Jackson’s
drefs had attracted the inclinations and assi-
{ duities of two or three nymphs, who ]oaded
him with caresses, in return for ‘the arrack
punch with which he treated them; till at
length, notwithstanding the sprightly sallies
of those charmers, sleep began to exert his. -
power over us all: and our conductor called-
,,To pay.* — When the bill was brouvht,
fwhich amounted to twelve shillings, he pur
his hand in his pocket, but might have saved
himself the trouble, for his: purse.was gone,
This accident u‘sconcerx;ed him a good deal
at Grst, bub aften some’ recollection; he
seized- the two dulcineas, who sat by hith,
,one in each hand;and swore 1t they did not
llmmedlane]y restore his money, he would
charche a constable with them, — The good.
lady at the bar seeing what passed, whispered
something to the drawer, who went out; and
‘then with great composure asked what, was.
{ the matter? — Jackson told her he was
| robbed, and. sworeh if she refused him
sahsfactlon, he would have. ‘her and her

| whores committed to Bndewell — ,,Robbed,

‘» (cried she) robbed in my house! Gentlemen
and ladies, I take you all to witnels thxs:
| Person has scandalized my ‘reputation.t —
Ay thxs instant seemg the con,stable and

¥
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watch enter, she proceeded, ,What, you J

must not only 'ende_a’avour ‘by. your false

‘aspersions to rnin my character; but even
commit an assault upon my family? Mr,
 Qonstable , I charge you with this uncivil
person, who has been guilty of a riot here;

I shall take care and bring an action against |

him' for defamation.* — While I was re-
' Hecting ‘on this melancholy event, which
had made me quite sober, the lady, whose
favours ] had solicited, being piqued at some.
repartee that passed between us, cried,
,7They are all concerned; — and desired
the constable to take us, all into custody,
an arrest which was performed instantly, 1o
the utter astonishment and despair of us all,
except Jackson, “who having been' oftenjin
such scrapes, was very little ‘concerned, and |
charged the constable, in his turn, with
the landlady and her whole bevy: Upo'n which
we were carried all together prisoners o
~the round house; where Jackson, (after a
word of comfort to us,) informed the constable
of his being robbed, to which he said he
would sware next morning before the justices
— ,,Aye, aye, (says the bawd) we shall see
whose oath vvgl most signify. In a little
time the conmstable calling Jackson int®
gnother room, spoke to him thus; wl,

|
|

e,
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perceive that you 'and your eompany are
strangers, and am very sorry for your being
involved in sueh an ugly businefs. I have
koown this woman a great while, ‘she has
)cept a notorious house in the neighbourhood
these many years; and although often
complained of as a nuisance, #till escapes,
through her interrest with the j—t—ces, to
whom she, and all of her ‘employment, pay
contribution quanerly for protection. — As
she charged me with yon first, her complaint
will have the pre&etenCe ! and she can
procure evidence to swear whatever she shall
please to desire of them:. So that, unlefs
you can make it up before morning, you
and 'your companions may think yourselves
happily quit for a month’s hard labour in
Bridewell. — Nay, if she should swear a
‘robbery or assault against you, you will be
committed to Newgate, and tried next sessions
at the Old Bailey, for your life,*¢ — This
last plece of information had such an effect
_upon Jackson, that he agreed to make it up,
- provided his money mlght be restored, The
constable ‘told him, that instead of retnevmg
what he had lost, he was pretty certain, it
would cost him sozge ‘more before they
would come to any compos:twn._— But,
+ However, he had compassion on him, and



188 .
would, if he pleased, sound them about a .
mutual release, — The unfortunate bean
thanked him for his friendship, and ‘returning
to us, acquainted us.with the substance of
this dislogue; while the constable desiring
to speak in private with our adversary;
carried her into the mext room, and pleaded *
onr -cause 30 effectually, that she condes-
cended to make him umpire; He accordingly
proposed an arbitration, to which Wwe gave .
onr assent; and he fined each party in'three
_ shillings , to be laid out in a bowl of punch, !
wherein we drowned all animosities, t0 the
inexpressible joy of my two late acquaintances
and mé, who had been inthestate of the damned
ever since Jackson memiohed-‘Bridewell'an('L
Newgate, — By the time we had Gpished
our. bowl, to which, by the bye, I had
contributed my last shilling, it was morning;
wnd I proposed to moye homeward, when
the constable zave me to understand, fhe
could discharge no puisoner but by order of
ahe justice, before whom we must appeal. —
This renewed my chagrin, and I cursed the
hour in wlﬁch 1 had yielded to +Jackson’s
invitation, — About nine o’clock we were
escorted to the house of a certain juétjcer :
‘not'many miles distahtﬁbm’ Covent- Gardenj :
who mo sooner saw the constable enters

=i e i . ¢ 2
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wnh a train of pnsouers at his heels, than
he salutediym as follows: ,,50! Mr, Constable,
you are a dlhgent man — What den of ;
‘rogues have you been scourmg" Thenlooking
‘at us, who appeared very much 'dejected,
he continued, ,,Aye, aye, thieves I see —
1old oifenders\— O your humble servant,
Mrs, Harridan! T suppose these fellows have
been taken robbing your house — iyes, yesy
‘here’s an old acquaintance of mine — you
Have used expedition ' (said he to me) in

 returning from transportation;. but we shall
"save you the trouble for the future — the

_surgeons wﬂl fetch ‘you from your next
transportation, abtheir: expence.“ — I assured
this worship he was mistaken 'in me, for he .
had never seen me in his life before. — Ta
| this ' declaration’ he replied , ,,How, you -
impudent rascal ,; dare” you to say so

10 my face? Do you think I am to be

A}mposed upon by that northern accent
: Which you  have assumed? but it shan’t.
* avail you, — you shall find me too far north -
| for you, — Here, clerk write this fellow’s.
mittimus. — His name is Pamck Gahagan,*¢ ‘
— Here Mr., Jackson mterposed “and ¢
Io]d him I was a Scetchman, Iately come
o town, descended of a good family, and
!hat my name was B.anddm. — The justice
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looked upon this assertion as an outrage
upon  his memory, " on which he ‘valued :
himself much, and strutting up to Jackson, .
with a fierce countenance, put his hands in
his sides, and said, ,,Who are you, Sir? —
Do you give me the lie? — Take notice,
gentlemen, ‘here’s a fellow who affronts me
upon the bench, but VIl lay you fast, sirrah.
I will for, nothwithstanding your laced
jacket, I believe you are a notorious felon *
My friend was so much abashed at this
menace; which was thundered out with great
veciferation, that he . changed colour, and
remained speechlefs, — This confusion his
worship took for a symptom of guilt, and
to complete his discovery, continued his:
threaths — ,,Now, I am convinced you are
a thief, — your face discoyers it, — you
tremble all over — your conscience won't
lie still — yowll be hang’d s sirrah, (raising
_his voice) you'll be hang'd; and happy had
it been for the world, as well as your own
miserable soul, if you had been detected
‘and cut off in the beginning of your career. —
Come hither, clerck, and take this man’s
confession.* — I was in an agony of con-
sternation, when the constable going int0

another room with his worship, acquainted:
him with- the truth of the story:  which,
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“having learned he returned with a smihng-
countenance, and addressing himself to us'
all, said, it was, always his way to terrily
,fbyoung people when they came beforé him,
that his threats mxght make a strongimpression
on their minds, and deter them from engaging
‘in scenes of riot and -debauchery, which
 commonly ended before the judge. — Thus
.'havmg cloaked his own want of dlscernment
under the disguise of paternal care, we were
.‘ dlsmlssc—d vand T found myself as much
Ilghtened as if a mountain had been lifted
off my breasts e t0s o ; e £

’CHAP XVI1L

I carry my Qualzﬁcatwn to theNavy Ofﬁce —_
The Nature of it — The Behaviour of
. the S—t—y —— Strap’s concern for my
- Absence — A Battle betweon kim and a
'>7.Black.rnzith — The t‘r,o,ublewmgx Conséqumzcc
- of it — His Harangue to me — His Friend
L the Shoolmaster reco;r»n‘mend:r me to a Irench
Apat]'zecizry,' who entertains me as a Jour=

s 7leyman. Rl i g :

»:

I would Wlllmgly have gone home to
sleep, but was told by my companions, that
. We must deliver our‘,Igtters_qf‘quahﬁcauon
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at the Navy Ofﬁce before one o’clock‘
accordingly we went thither and _gave them
to the §-~t—y, who o_pened and readfthem, :
and 1 was mightily pleased to find myself »

'quahhed for a second mate of a third. rate.

When  he had stuck them all together on ak
file, one of our company asked if'thére were -

_any vacancies; to which. mterroganon he
, answered No. Then [ Ventured to mqmt'

-

it any ships were t0 be put in commlssmn
soon — At which question he surveyed me
with alook of ineffable contempt, and pushmg

“us out of his office, locked the door without”

deiguing us another word, — We went down
stairs and confered together on our expecta-
tions, when{ understood that eachof them had
been recommended to one or other of the
commissioners; and each of them' promxsed
the fist _vacancy that should fall; but that
none of them relied solely upon that mtereSC,r
without a present to the .S—t—y, wuh whom
some of the ef‘—,———— went snacks, — For
_which reason each of them had provided @
small purse; and I was asked what I propcsed
%0 give? . — This was a vexatious quesr-on
2o me, who (far from bemg in a capaclty
%o gratify a ravemcus S—t—y) had not

‘wherewithal to purchase a dinner, — 1 there-

forq pnswered 1 pad nop yet determmed
= A

[
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what to give: and sneaked off towards my
own lodgings, cursing my fate all the way;
and inveighing with much bitternefs against
the barbarity of my grandfather, and the
sordid avarice of my relations, who left me
a prey to contempt and mdxgence, — Fall
of these disagreeable reflections, 1 arrived at
the house where I lodged. and relieved my
landlord from great ansiety on my aceount;
for this honest man believed I had met with
some dismal acc1dent, and that he should ¢
never see me again, — Strap, who had come
ito visit me in the morning, understanding [
‘had been abroad all might, was almost dis-
tracted ; and after having obtained leave of
his master, had goné in quest of me, though
‘he was even more ignorant of the town
‘than I. Not being willing to inform my
landiord of wy adventure, I told hira, I had
met an acquaintance at Surgeons hall,
with whom I had spent the evening' and
nwht, but being very much infested by bugs, -
I had not slept much, and lherefore intended
to take a litile repose; so saying, I went
to bed, and desired to be awakeped if Strap
shonld happen tof come ‘while [ should be
asleep, — I was accordmgly roused by my
friend -himself,” who ‘entered my. chamber
about three oclock in the" atternoon, and
Vol. v. ¥ o N
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presented a figure to my eyes, that I conld
scarce believe real, — In short, thisaffectionate
shaver,. setting out towards Surgeon’s hall,
had ‘inquired for me there to no purpose;
from thence he found -his way to the Nayy-'
office, where he could hear no tidings of
me, because I was unknown to every body
then present 3 he afterwards went upon
“Change, in hopes of seeing me upon the.
Scotch walk; but without succels. At lasty
being almost in despau‘ of ﬁudmg me, he
resolyed to ask every'body he met in the
streety if perchance any one ‘could give him
information -about me; and actually put his
resolution in practice, in spite of the scoffs,
curses, and reproaches with which ‘he was
answered ; until a blacksmiil’s ’prenti@‘,
seeing him stop a porter with a burden on
his back, and hearing his question, for which
he received a hearty curse, called to him,.
and "asked if the person le inquired after

(Was not a Sconchman? — Strap replied with
great eagernels ,.les and had on a brown
- coat with long skirts ¢ — ,,The. saqle (said

‘the blacksmith. 1 saw him pafs by an houf
ago.'t — Did you so? (cried Strap, rubbing
his hands,) Odd! 1am very glad of that —
which way went he 2 — ,,Towards Tyburn
~dn a cart (said ‘hey) if yon make go.;d speed’
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you may get thither time enough to see him
hanged. — This piece of wit incensed my,
friend" to such a degree, that he called the
blacksmith scnundrel and protested he would
fight him *for half a farthing — ,,No, no,
(said the other stripping) Pll. have none of
your money, . — you ‘Scotchmen seldom !
carry amy about you — but I'll ight you for :
lovess — There was a ‘ring immediately
formed by the mob: and Strap finding he
could not get off honourably without fighting,
at the ‘same time burning with resentment
against his adversary, ,qumed his clothes to
the care of the multitude; and the battle
began with gréat violence on the side ofStrap, |
who in a few minutes exhausted his breath
and spirits on his patient antagonist, who
sustained the assault with great coolnels, till
finding the barber quite spent, he returned:
the blows he had lent him with suchi interest,
that Strap, after havmg received three falls
on the hard stones, gave out, and allowed
the blacksmith to be the better man, — The
Viclory being thus decided, it was proposed
. adjeurn to a cellar hard by ‘and drink
‘fnends, — But when ‘my friend began to
gather up his clothes, he perceiyed that
*0me honest person or other had made frea
Wéth_ his shirt, neckc‘loth hat and wzg,\
I i . N a

N
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il awlbe carsteds o - sl dirobably il

coat and waistcoat would have met with the

same fate, had they been worth stéaling. It

‘was in vain for him to make a noise, which
only yielded mirth to the specfators; he
‘was fain to get off in this manner, which

he accomplished with much difficulty, and |

appeated before me all besmeared with blood;

and dxrt — Noththstandmg this misfortune, |
-such was his transport at linding ‘me safe |

and sound that he had almost stifled and
stunk me to death with his embraces, R

:After he had cleaned hxmself, and put on |

one of my shirts, and a woollen night cap;
1 recounted to him the particulars of my
night’s campaign, ' which filled him  with
admiration, and made him repeat with gteat
_energy an observatmn which was often in
‘his mouth, namely, ,,that surely Liondon was
the deviPs drawing-room.‘ — As neither of
ws had dined, he deslred r;)e to get up, and
the milk - woman coming round at that
‘instant, .}39 went down stairs and brought 2P
‘a quatt, with a penny brick, on which'we made

a comfortable meal He then shared his money |
with me, whleh-xa ounted to eighteen peﬂc"f'

and left me, with an intention to borrow 22
‘old wig and hat of his friend the school - master,
. He was no sooner gone, than I begal
to consider oy ; s;tuauon with great uneasmeb;
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and revolved all the schemes my imagination
could suggest, in order to choose aud pursue
some one that would procure me bread; for
it is nnpossxblp to exprefs the pangs l felt,
when [ reflected on the miserable dependence
in which I lived, at the expence of a poor
barber’s boy, ——— My pride took the alarm,
and having no hopes of succeedmg at the
Navy office, =l came to a resolution of enlxst-
ing in'the foot- guards next day, be the event
what it would, This extravagant design, by
flattering my disposition, gave me great
(satisfaction; and I was charging the enemy
at the head of my own reglment, when
‘Strap’s return interrupted my reverie. — The
school - master had made him a present of the
tye - wig which he wore when I was
introduced to him, together with an old hat,
whose brims would have overshadowed a
Colossus. — Though Strap had ventured to
Wedr them in the dusk he did not choose to
" entertain the mob by day; therefore went to
- work immediately and reduced them both to
a moderate size. ' While he was employed in
this office, he addressed me thus: ,,To be
 sure, Mr. Random, you are born a gendeman,'
and - have a great deal of learning — and
indeed Jook like a. gentleman, for as to :
Person you may hold up your head with the

b
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best of them: — On the other hand, Iama‘

poor, but honest cobler’s son — my mother
was as industrious a woman, as ever broke
- bread, till such time as she took to drinking,
which you very well know — but every body
has failings — Zumanum est errare. — Now

for myself, 1 am a poor journeyman barber,

tolerably well made, and understand some

Latin, and have a smattering of Greek —
but what of that? perhaps I might also say
“that I know a little of the world — but that

is to no purpose — though you be gentle,

and [ simple, it does not follow but that I

“who am simple may do a good office to

you who are gentle. Now this is the case —

my kinsman the shool-master — perhaps'

you did not know how pearly he is related
tome — Pll satisfy you in that presently —
his. mother and my grandmother’s sister’s
nephew — no, that’s not it — my'grand'

father’s brother’s daughter — rabbit it? 41

have forgot the degree, but this I know, he

and I are cousin’s seven times removed,* —
My impatience to know the good office he
bad done me, got the better of my temper
and 1 interrupted him in this place, with
»D '
- if the school-master or you can be of any-
advantage (o me, why dont you tell me

n your relation and pedigree. —
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without all. ‘this preamble.f* — When I
pronounced these words with some vehe-
mence, Strap looked at me for some time
with a grave countenance, and then went
on: ,Surely, our pedigree is not to be
d—n’d, because it is not so noble as your’s,
I am very sorry to see such ‘an alteration
in your temper of late — you was always.
fiery, but now you are grown 3s crabbed as
old Periwincle, the drunken tinker, on whom
you and I (God forgive us) played so many
unlucky tricks, while we were at school.
But I will ne longer detain you in suspence,
because (doubtlels) nothing is more uneasy
than doubt’' —— dubio procul dubio nil du-
bius ~—— My friend, or relation, or which
you will, or both,, the school-master, being
/informed of the regard 1 have-for you —
for you may be sure, 1 did not fail to let
him know your good’ qualities .— by the
bye, he has undertaken to teach you the
‘proaunciation of the English tongue, without
which (he says} you will be unfit for businels
in this country —— 1 say my relation has
spoke in your behalf to a French apothecary
‘who wants a journeyman: and on his recom-
mendation, you may have ffteen pounds
per year, bed and board, - whenever you
\I"Iease.‘f —— | was too much interested in this

.
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piece of news to entertain it with indif.
ference ; but jumping up, ipsisted on
‘Btrap’s immediately accompanying me to the
house of his friend ,; that I might not lose
this opportunity through the least delay and
neglect on my part. —  We were informed.
that the school - master was in company at
a public-house in the neighbourhood, wither
we repaired and found him drinking with the
very individual = apothecary in question,
'When he was called to the door at our
desire, and observed my impatience, he
broke out in his unsual term of admiration:
5.0 C——st! | suppose when yol heard of
this oifer, you did mnot take leisurs enough
to come down stairs, but leapt out of the
window; did you overturn no porter nor
oyster-womaun in your way! —-—— Itis a
mercy of God you did not kunock your
brains out against some post in your career.
O’ my conscience! I believe had I been in
the inmost recesses of my habifation. ——
the very penetralia, — even in bed with my
wife: your eagernels would hayve surmounted
bolts, bars, decency, and every ihihg. The
den of Casus, or Sancium Sanctorum, could
not have hid me from you. But come along
~the gentleman of whom I spoke is in the
~house, I will present you to him forthwith'*

-

g ¢
2
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——. When I entered the room, T perceived
four ve people smoaking, one of whom
the school - master accosted thus s o Mry
Lavement, here’s the young man of whom
1 spoke to you,* —— The apothecary, who
was a little old withered man, with a fore-
head about an inch high, a nose turned up
at the end, large cheek bones that helped
to form a pit for his little grey eyes, a great
bag of loose skin hanging down on each
side in wrinkles like the alforjas of a baboon;
and a mouth so accustomed to that con-
traction which produces grinning, that he
~could not pronounce a syllable without dis-
covering the. remains of his teeth, which
consisted of four yellow fangs, not impro-
perly . by anatomists, called canine, ———
This person (I say) after having eyed me
some time, said ,,Oho, "tis ver well Mons,
Concordance; young man, you are ver wel-
, Come , take one coup of bierre —— and
come to mine house to morrow morning;
M. Concordance vil shew you de way, ‘¢ —
- Upon this I made my bow, and, as I went
out of the room, could hear him say, Mg
f oy! Ce’ est un beau garcon, C'est un galliard
—— As I had by my own application, while
1 served Crab, acquired the French tongue
,'Well enough to read authors written in that
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language; "and understand any ‘thing that
occurred in conversation, I deter d to
pretend ignorance to my new master, that he
" and his family , whom I supposed to be of
the same cauntry, not being on the reserve
before me, might possibly discover some=
thmg in d15course, which would either yield
me amusement or advantage. —— Next
morning Mr. Concordance tarried me to the
apothecary’s house, where the bargain was
made, and orders given to provide an apart-
ment for me immediately. — But before I
entered upon businefs , the school- master
recommended me to his taylor, who gave
me credit for a suit of clothes, to be paid
out of the first moiety of my wages, and
“they were begun upon that very day; he.
afterwards accommodated me with a new
hat on the same terms; so that in‘a few
_days I hoped to make a very fashionable
appearance. — In the mean tine, Sirap con-
veyed 'my baggage to the place_allotted for -
me, which was a back room up two pair of
stalrs, furmshed ‘with a pa‘Iec for me to lie
upon , a chair without 2 back, an earthen
chamber-pot without a handle , -a bottle by’
way of a candlestick, and, a tnangular picce
of glafs instead of a mirror, the resr of its.
“ornaments having been lately remoyed to oné
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oF s garrets, for the convenience of the
servant.of an Irish captain, who lodged in the :
Erst floory <. s . /

¥

CHAP XIX

lef Characl:cr.r of Mr, Lavement, his Vi fs
*and Daughter — Some Anecdotes of the
Family — The Mother and Daughter rivals

" — I'am guzlty of a Mistake that gives ‘me
present Satisfaction, but is attended with
Er oublcwme Can.requengas. »

.' Next day, while I was at work in the»

‘shop, a bouncing -damsel, well dressed,

‘came in, on pretence of finding a vial for

some use orother: and taking an opportunity,
when she thought I did not mind her, of .

'observmg me narrow]y went away with a

silent look of disdain. — I easily guessed her
sentiments , and my pnde took the resolu-
tion of entertaining the same indifference
and neglect towards her. — At dinner, the
maids, with whom 1 dined in the Kkitchen,
gave me to understand _that this was my

.master’s only daughter, whowould have avery

handsome fortune, on account of which, and
her.beauty, a great many young gentlemen

.made their addressesto her — thatshe bad been
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twice on the brink of marriage, but disap-
pointed by the stinginefs of her father, who
refused to part with a shilling to: promote
the match—for which reason the young
lady did not behave to her father with all
the filial veneration that might be expected
In particular, she harboured the most per-
fect hatred for his countrymen, in which
. disposition she resembled her mother, who
was an Enghsh woman; and, by the hints
they droppd I Iearned the grey mare was
the better horse-—that she was a matron of
high spirit, which was often manifested at
the expence of her dependents, that she loved
diversions: and looked upon: Mils as her
rival in all parties ; which was indeed the true
rcause of her disappointments; for, had the
. mother been hearty in her interest, ith‘,e
. father w_ould not have ventured to refuse her
‘demands. Over and above this intelli-
gence, 1, of myself, secon made more dis=
coveries; Mr. Lavement’s mgmhcant orins at
his wife, while she looked another way, con-
vinced me that he was not at all content
with his lot: and his behaviour in. presence
of the captein, made me believe his chief
torment was jealousy, — As for my oWl
part, | was considered in no other light than
_that of a menial servant, and had been al=
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ready six days in the house, without being
honoured vrith one word, from either mother
or daught(’er, the latrer (as I understood
from the maids) having at table one day ex-
pressed some surprise that her papa should
entertain. such an aukward mean looking
journeyman. — | was nettled at this piece
of information, and next Sunday (it being
my turn to take my diversion)'dressed myself in
my new clothes to the greatest advantage, and,
vanity apart, made no contemptible figure,
© After having spent most part of the day
in company with Strap and some of his ac-
| quaintance, l came home in the afternoon,
and was let in by Mils, who, not knowing
me, dropt a low curtsy asladvanced, which
I returned with a profound bow, and shut the
door, — By the tme:I had turned about,
~ she had perceived her mistake; and changed
colour, but did not withdraw. The passage
being narrow, I could mot get away without
jostling her; so I was forced to remain where
. I was, with my eyes fixed on the ground, and
my face glowing with blushes,® — ~ At length
_her vam[y coming to her assistance, she went
away tlltermg, and I could hear her:pro=-
noance the word ,,Creature.* From this day
forward ; she came into the sho’p fifty times
. ®very 'day, upon various pretences, and put
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in practice so many ridiculous airs, that I
could easily perceive her opinion of me was

changed , and that she did not thmk me:

altogether an unwosthy conquest, — But

my heart was so steeled against her charms,
by pride and rescntment, which yvere the
two chief ingredients in my disposition, . that.
I remained insensible to all her arts; and, -

A

notwithstanding some advances she made,

could not be prevailed upon to yield her the

least attention, — This neglect soon" ba=
nished all the favourable impressions she felt

for me, and the rage of a slighted woman
took place in henheart; this she manifested

‘not only in all the suggestions- her: malice
could invent to my prejudice with her father,
baut also in procuring for me such servile em=
‘ployments as, she hoped, would sufficiently
humble my spirit.  One day in particular,
she ordered me to brush my master’s coat,
but 1 reEusmg, a smart - dialogue ensued
which ended in her bursting into tears of

rage: when “her mother interposing , and

examining intd the merits of the cause, des
termined it in my fayour; and thls good of:
fice I owed not to any esteem or considera:
tion she had for me, -but solely to the " desire
“of mortifying her daughter, who on this ot

casion observed that let people be neyer se
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much in the right, there were some folks
who would never do them justice; but to be
sure they had their reasons for it, which
- some people were not ignorant of, although
' they despised their little arts, — This® in« .
sinnation of some people and some folks,
put me upon observing the behaviour of
my mistrefs - more na{rowly for the futuray
‘and it was not long before I had.reason to
~ believe that she looked upon her daughten
as .a rival in the affections  of Captaln
O’Donnell, who lodged in the house, —
{ In'the mean time my industry and knowledge
ained me the good will of my master,
who would. often say in French, ,,Mardy!?
cest un bon garcon,** He had a great deal of
businefs ; but,. as he was mostly employed
amom; his fellow refugees, his proliis were
small, — However, his expence for medicines
was not ~great,. for he was the most expert
man -at a succedaneum, of any apothecary
in London, so that I have been sometimes
~amazed to see him, without the least hesi-
| tation, make up a physmlans prescription,
though he had not in his shop one medicine
mentlonbd in'it. — QOyster-shells he conld-
Cconyert into erab’s eyes; common oil into oil
of sweet almonds ;- syrup of sugarinto balsamic
Syrup, Thames water into agua cmnamom,




208

turpentine into capivi; and an hundred more
costly preparations were produced in an
instant, fiom the cheapest and coarsest
drugs of the materia medica, And when any
' common thing was ordered for a patient,
he always took care to disguise it in colour
or taste, or both, in such a manner, as
that it could mnot pos51bly be known, —
For which purpose cochineal, and oil of
cloves were of great service. Among many
nostrums which he possessed, there was one
for the venereal disease, that brought him a
good deal of money; and this he concealed
so artfully from me, that | could never learn
its composition,” But during the eight months
1 stayed in his service, he was so unfortunate
in the vse of it, that three parts in four of
those who took it were obliged to confirm
the cure by a salivation, nnder the direction
of another doctor, — This bad succels, i
all appearance, attached him the more to
“his specilic; and, before I left him, I may
venture to say, he would have sooner re-
nounced the Trinity (notwithstanding his being
a good Hugonot) than this confidence i’
the never-failing power of this retﬁgdy.
Mr. Lavement had attempted more than once
to imtroduce a vegetable diet into his familyy
by launchipg out into the praise of rools

4
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and greens, and decrying the use of flesh;
‘both as a physician and phllosopher‘ but all
{his rhetoric could not make one proselyte to
+his opinion and even the wife of his bosom
declared against the proposal, Whether it
Was owing to the little regard she paid to her
husband’s admonition in this partlcular or to.
~the natural warmth of her constitution , I

'know mot; but this lady’s passions became _

‘every day more and more violent, till at last

she looked upon decency as an unnecessary
_restraint; and one afternoon, when her hus-
‘band was abroad, and her daughter gone to
\visit, ordered me to call a hackney coach, in
which she and the ecaptain drove towards
_Covent - garden, — ~ Mifs came home in the

10 bed.  About eleven o'clock my master
entered, and asked if his wife was gone to

 sleep. Upon ‘which I told him, my mistrefs

teturned. — This was like a elap of thunder

My wife not ‘at home! At that instant a pa-
|tient’s servant arrived with a prescription for a

i
draught, which my master taking, went mto

| the shop to make it up with his own hand, —
: Wlule he rubbed the ingredients in a gials
Vol, Y. : : Q-

evening, and supping at her usual hour, went"

‘went out in the afternoon, and was not yet

| to the poor apothecary, who, starting back,
 cried, ,, Mort de ma viel* vat youtellame? —"

7
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mortar, he enquired of me; whether orne |
his wife went out alone; and no sooner heard
that she was in company with the captain, Y
_than with one blow he’split the mortar into a
thousand pieces, and, grinping like the head
of a bals viol, exclaimed, ,,4% Traitresse!*
1t would have been impossible for me to have
preserved my graviiy a minute longer, when
ot was happily relieved by a rap at the doory,
~ which I opened, and percelved my mxs;refs-‘
coming out of the coach; she flounced imme-
diately into the shop, and addressed her
husband thus: ,,I suppose you thought 1 was
lost, my dear-ﬂ—-Captam, O’Donnell has beex‘h,
~-so good ‘as to treat me with a play,* —
. sPlay— play (replied he) Oho! yes by gar, £
believe ver prettie play.© ,Blefs. me (said
“she) what’s the matter?% — , Vat de matter?
(cried he, forgetting all his fermer comp]éiy;
sance) by gar, you be one damn’d dog®
wife — ventre bleu! me vill show you vat it
is to put one horn upon mine head, Par-
dieu! le Capname O’Donnel be oue,"* —
Here the captain, who had been all!
the while at the door dxschargmg the
- coach, lentered, and said, with a temhle.
yoice , ,,D—me! what am [ ¢ o Mr,
Lavement changmg his tone, unmedlaxely
1ﬂljlted hlm Wlth. 13Ok, serviteur , sicur 3‘
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copitaine, wous ekes un n-aZlank bomms — ‘ma
femme est forte oblicé.'¢ ‘Then turning about,
{towards me , pronounced, with a low voice,
Et diablement obligeante,  sans doulet —

| osHarkee ,» Mr. Lavement, (said the captain)
‘1 am a “man of honor, and 'I believe you
lare too much of a gentleman to be offended
-at the civility I shew your wife.'¢ —— This.~
declaration had such an effect on the apothe--.
ieary, that he resumed ‘all the politesse of
‘aFrenchman; and with the utmost prostration
ol:' cnmphmmt assured the captain that he
I was perfectly Wellggausﬁed ‘with, the honor
ﬁe had done his wx?e, — Matters bemg thus
composed, every body went to rest. — Next
day I perceived through a glafs door that
_opened from the shop into the parlour, ‘the
‘captain talking earnestly to Mifs, who heard
| him with a look that expressed anger mingled
with scorn; W}nch however he at last fonnd
| means'to mollify, and sealed his- reconciliation
with & kifs, —— Tins cmcumstance soon
_convinced me of the occasion of the quarrel~
1 ‘but notwithstanding all my wgllance I counld
| never: discover any other commerce between
them, — In the mean while, I had reason
10 believe I had inspired one of the maids
‘With tender sentiments for me; and one
Right when I theught every ‘ot~he§‘ person in
2 : e d
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the house asleep, I took the opportunity of
going to reap the fruits of my conquest,
her bedfellow having the day before gone
to Richmond to visit her parents, — Ac
cordingly Fgot up, and (nmacked as I was)
explored my way in the dark, to the garret
where she lay. I was tavished to lind the
door open, and moved softly to her bed
side, transported wit{h,,thl;e hope of complet-
ing my wishes, —~ But what horrors of
jealousy and disappointment did I feel, whenl
found her asleep, fastlocked up in the armsof a
man, whom 1 easily guessed to be no othet
than the captain’s servant! I was upon the
point of doing somerash thing, when thenoise
of a rat-scratching behind the wainscot putme
~ to flight, and [ was fain to get back to my

own bed in safety. — Whether this alarm
had disordered my mind, or that I was Ted
astray by the power of destiny, I know notj
but instead of turning to the left hand,
when I®descended to the second story, [
pursued the contrary course, and mistook
the young lady’s bed chamber for my OW{",
I did not perceive my mistake before I had
run against the bed-posts; and then it was
not in my power to retreat undiscovereds
for the nymph being awake, felt my 2pP*
proach, and with a soft voice, bade m€
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make lels noise, lest' the Scoteh : booby in.
the next room should over-hear us, This
hint was sufficient to inform me of the na-
ture of the assignation' and as my passions,
at any time high, were then in a state of
exaltation, I resolved to profit by my good
fortune. Without any more ceremony there- .
Eore,, I made bold to slip into bed to: this
charmer, who gave me as favourable a re-
ception as I could desire. — Our conver=
sation was very sparing on my part, bus
she upbraided the person whom I represented
.Wlth ‘his jealousy of me, whom she handled
's0 roughly, that my resentment had -well
nigh occasioned a discovery more than oncej
but I was consoled for her hatred of me by
the revenge I enjoyed in understanding from
her own mouth, that it was now high time
to save her’ :eputaﬁon by matrimony; for
she had reason to fear she could not much
longer conceal the effect of their mutual
intercourse,  While I was meditating an
answer to this proposal, :I heard a moise in
my room, like something heavy falling down
Wpon the floor: upon which I started up,
and creeping to the door of my chamber,
, Observed by ‘moon light-the shadow of a
man groping his way out; -so ‘I retired to
One nde to let him pafs s and saw bim go
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down stairs a¢ expeditiously as he could, =
It was an easy matter to divine that this was
the captdin, who having over-slept himself, -
had got up at last to keep ‘his assignations
‘and finding my door open, had enteréd my
apartment instead :of that of his  mistrels,
where I supplied his place. — ' But finding
his -mistake, by falling’ gfjrer my chair, he
- was- afraid the noise might alarm the family,
and for'thatireason made off, delaying the
_gratification vof his desires till another op-
portunity, = By this time, 1 was satisfed;
and"fﬁstead 5f>rewmingg.t9 t-hé place from
whence'L ca:iie\;re'treated to my own 'cas.ﬂég
which Ifortified by bolting the door, andin
the congratulation of my own happinels felf
asleep. — But the truth of this adventure
‘eould not be long concealed .from my yousg
~mistrels, who nextday camstoan explanation
‘With the captain,. upon his lamenting hfs
last night’s disappointment, and begging par-|
don for the:noise he had made,. — Their
mutual - chagrin, when ;thé,'y :'~--‘cafnre= ‘to the!
knowledge of what had happened, may be
- easily conjectured, though each had a pecs
diar grief unfelt by the other} for, she Was
eonscious of not'only haying betrayed to pie-
the secrets of her commerce with himj but
‘also of having incensed meby the ‘freedome®

-~
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she had taken with my name, beyond a hope
of reconciliation, — On the other. handy
his jealousy suggested, that her sorrow was
Lall artifice; and that I had supphed his plq.co
with her own privity and consent, .— That
such was the situation of their thoughts Wﬂl’
appear in the sequel — for that very day sh
came into the shop where I was alone, and
fixing her eyes, swimming in tears, upon :
‘me, sighed most piteously, Butl was prooE
_agaiost her distrels, by recollect)ng the epl-
thets with which she had honoured me"
‘niglit before; and believing that the good re~
{ception I en]oyed was destined for anotherj
therefore I took no notice of her afflictiong
‘and she had the mornﬁcauon to bind' her
disdain returned - foar-fold. . However,
from thence forward she thought proper 1o
use me with mere cbmplalsance than usualy
knowing that it was in my power at any time
to publish her shame, By these means my
life became much more agreeable (though §
“never could prevail upon ‘myself to repeat my -
nocturnal visit) and as I every day improved
‘in my knowledge of the town, I shook off my
_aukward -air by “degrees, aﬁd acquired a
‘eharacter of a polite journeyman apothecarys
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jf”a{m" assaulted and dangerously wounded —
2 Su.rpcct O’Donrzell,‘ and am conﬁrmcd in
my Opmzon— Concert a Scheme of B.evcngc,'
“iand put’ it in Execution! — OD’onnell
robs his own Servant, ‘and stappear.r -——rI
““thake my Addresses to a ~Leady , and am-
b mzmcoulou:ly clglwered Sfrom Rer Snare. : .

One mght about twelve o’Clock. as I;
_t:eturned from visiting a patient at Chelsea,
I.recewed a blow on my head from an
upseen hand , that stretched me senselefs on
the ground; and was. left for dead, w1th§
three stabs of a. sword in my body, The |
grdans:-I' uttered ;when [ Tecovered the use
of:my reason, alarmed the people of a
solitary ale- house 4hat stood near the spof
where I lay, .and ‘they were humane enough
10, take me ﬁ?,ﬂ,and send . for a. surgeom,
who - dressed m;yuwounds, and assured me
they .were not: mortalis One of them pene-
trated through ithe ‘skin and - :muscles of one
side of the belly, in such a manner, that
(doubtlels)- the assassin imaginéd he had run |
- me through the entrails, — The second
slanted along one. of ‘my. mbs, and the lasty
which was intended for the finishing stroke, .
havmg been dxrected to my heart the swotd ‘,
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‘snapt upon my breast-bone, and the point
remained snckmg in the skin. — When I
reﬂected upon this event, [ could not
persuade myself that I had been assaulted by
a common footpad: becanse it is not usual
for such people to murder those they rob'
~especially when they meet with no resistance;
and | found my money and every thing else
_about me (but ‘my carcase) safe. I concluded,
therefore, that I must either have been
‘mistaken for another , or obliged to the
Pprivate resentment of some secret enemy for
what had happened: and as I could remember
nobody who had. the least cause of comp!amb ;
‘against me, except captain O’ Donnell and
my master’s daughter, my suspicion settled
‘upon them though I took care to canceal
it, that I mwht the sooner arrive at con-
ﬁrm\anon. — Wlth. this view I went home
in a chair about ten o’ clock in the morning 3
and as the chairman supported me into the
house, met the captain in the passage, who
| RO sooner saw me, than he started back , and
_gave evxdent signs of gmlty confusxon ‘which
he would have accounted for from the surprise
occasioned by seeing me in sach a condition,
— My master having heard mystory, ‘condoled
me with a good deal of sympathy; and when
he understood my woqnds were not dangerous,
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ordered me to be cartied up stairs to beds
though not without some - opposition from
his w1fn who was of oplmon, it would be |
better for me to go to an hospital, wherel
should be more * carefnlly attended, — My’
meditation was employed in concerting with |
myself some method’ of revenge dgﬁlﬂst
squire O Donnell jand his inamorata, whom
I looked upon as the authors of my nnsfori‘.un&
when ‘Mils (who was not at home at my |
arrival) entered my chamber and saying |
she was sorry for the accident that had
befallen me, asked -if I ‘suspected any oné
to be the assassin; Upon which I fixed my
eyes . stedfastly upon her,” and ‘answered,
sYes.® — She discovered no symptom Of
confusiony but replied hastily, ,,If that be
. xhe Tase, ‘why don’t you take out a Wa’i'ranf:
o have him apprehended? It will cost but
a trifle—if you have no money, Till Jend
~you,* —  This franknefs not only cured ms
of my susplcxon with respect to her; but even
" stapgered my belief with regard to the cap‘
tain, of whose guilt I resolved to’ have fur-
ther proof, before I should enterprise. any
thing in the way of- revenge, — I thanked her
kindly for-her' generous offer; which however
1 had no occasion to. accept, being deter
mined to do ‘nothing rashly. For though I

1

[



A . ‘s 219
eould plainly perceive the person who at-
tacked me to be a soldler, whose face I
1 thought was familiar to me, [ could not swear
with a safe conscience to any patticular man3
and granting I could, my prosecution of lum
Would not much avail, —— This uncertainty I
pretended lest the captain, hearmg from her
‘that [ knew the person who ~woeunded me,
mlght think proper to ‘withdraw before l
“could be in a condition to requite him, —
In two days I was up, and able to do a
little businefs; so “that Mr, Lavemem made
shift to carry on his pracnce, ‘without hxrmg
another jourdéyman in my room. — The
first thing 1 d’ttempted towards a ecertain
discovery of my secret enemiy, was to get
into O’Donnells apartment, while he was
“abroad in an undre['s. and examine his
sword, the point of which being broke off,
& apphed the ffagment that was found stick-
| ing’in my body, and found it answeréd-the
fractured - part exactly. — There was no
“room left for doubt; and all that remained
‘Was to fix upon a scheme'of revenge, ‘which
almost so*lely engrossed” my thoughts during
‘the space of eight nights and days.— Some~
tilnes [ was tempted to fall upon him “in-
the same manner as he had practlsed upon
.Me, and kill } nun outright, - But this asszmh:

oy )
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+of demandmg satisfaction: in an homnourable -
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my honour opposed as a piece of barbarous
-cowardice, 1in which he was not to be imi-

tated. At other times I entertained thoughts

way ; byt was diverted from this undertakmg
by considering the uncertainty, of the event,

and the nature of the injury he had done me,
which .did not entitle him to such easy

terms. — At last [ determined to pursue &

middle course; and actually put my design

' in execution after this manner. — Ha‘ving

_secured the assistance of Strap and two of

his acquamtance whom he could. depend‘

upon, we provided ourselves
and I caused the followmg letter to: be de-
livered to him by one of our assocxates in
]wery. one bunday evemng i

,,Sll‘,

h disguises,

“»lE I may e sllowed to judge 'frém- ap-.

to visit a patient , and will not return till to-
morrow night; so that if you have any thing
to propose to me (as your behaviour on many
occasions has seemed to insinuate) you will
do well to embrace the present opportunlm

of seemg

Your's ete,

{ pearance, it will not be disagreeable to you
to hear that my husband is gone to Bagshot

L
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This letter was signed with the name of -
an aparhecarysmfe, who lived in Chelsea,
of whom I had heard O’Donnell was an ad-
mirer. Every thing succeeded to our wish,
The amorous hero hastened towards the place
of assignation, and was encountered by usin
the very place where he had aussaulted me,
We rushed upon him all at once, secured his
sword stripped off his cloatlies even to the
skin, which we scourged with nettles till he
was blistered from head to foot , mnotwith-
standing all the eloquence of his tears and
supplications, When 1 was satisfied with the
stripes | had bestowed, we carried off his
cloathes, which we hid in a hedge near the
p1ace, and left him stark naked, to find his
way home in the best manner he could, while"
)ltook care to be there before him. 1 after-
wards understood that in his way to the
lodgings of a friend, who ]WQd in'the skirts
of the town, he was picked up by the
watch, who carried him to the round-house,
 from whence he sent for clothes to his 'lodg-
mgs and next morning arrived at the (door
in a chair, wrapt up in a blanket he had
borrowed; for his body was so sore and
swelled, that he could not bear tobe confined
in his wearing apparel. — He was treated
, With the utmost tendernefs by my mistrels and
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her daughter, who vied with each other in
their care and attendance ‘of him; ‘but Lave-
ment himeelf could not forbear expressing
- his joy, by several malicious grins, while he
ordered me to prepare an unguent for his
sores, As to myself nobody can doubt my
gratification, when | had every day an op-
portunity of seemg -my reyenge- protracted';
on the body of my adversary, by the ulcers,
of which I had been the cause; and, indeed,
1 not only enjoyed the satisfaction of having
flayed him ‘alive, but another also which 1
had not foreseen. The story of his being
artacked and stripped in such a place having
been inserted in the news, gave informa-
tion to those who found his clothes next
‘day, whither- to bring them; and, ac-
corcingly he retrieved every thing he had
lost, except a few letters, among which was
that I had writ to him in the name of the
apothecary’s wife, — This and -the ‘others
which (it seems) were all on the subject of
love (for this Hibernian hero was one of those
people who are ‘called fortune ‘Hunters) fell
into the hands of a certain female author, -
famous for the scandal she has published;
who',- atter having embelhshed them with
some ornaments ‘of-her own ‘invention, gavs
~them to the Town in print; — I was very,

1
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much shocked on reflecting’, ~that T might
possibly be the occasion of ‘a whole family’s
- uphappinels- on account of the detter 1 had »
written; but was eased of that apprehension,
when [ nnderstood that the Chelsea apothecary
‘had commenced a law-suit against the printer
for defamation ; and looked upen the whole,
as a piece of forgery, comaitted by the
author, who had disappeared. But whatever
might be his opinion of the matter, our.
two ladies seemed to entertain a different
‘idea of it; for, as soon as the pamphlet
. appeared , 1 could perceive their care of
theis panentnonsulerably diminish, until at
last it ended in total neglpct At was impos<
“sible for him to be ignorant of this change,
~any more than of the occasion of it; but
as_ he was conscious to himself of: having
~deserved - worse than contempt at their
_hands, he was glad to come off so cheaply,
“and_contented himself with muttermg curses
- and threats - agamsr the apotheecary, who (as
“he imagined) having got an iakling of the
“appointment with his wife, had taken revenge

‘ of him in the manner déscribed. By the
~ time he had got a new scarfskm, his character
Was become so ~notorious, that he thought
it high time for him to decamp, and his
retreat he performed one mght, Wxthout bea:
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of drum, after having robbed lns own servant
of every thing that belonged to him, except
. the clothesthe had on his back. — A few!
 days after he disappeared , Mr. L”avement, ‘
for his own security, took into custody a
large old trunk, which he had left; andas |
it was very heavy, made no questlon that’
the contents. were sufficient to indemnify hlm
for what @’ Dongel owed in lodging, —
But, a month being elapsed without heat-
ing any tidings of this adventurer; ‘and my
master  being impatient to know what the |
trunk contained: he Qrde;ed me to break it
open in his presence, which task I performed
with the pestle of our great mortar; and dis-
covered, to his inexpressible astonxshment
and mortification, a heap of stones,
About this' time, my friend Strap'
informed me of an offer he had to go
- abroad with a gentleman, in quality” of valet
de chambre, and at the same time assured
me, that whatever adva'nté‘ge he might
propose to himself from this: prospect, he
could not bear the thoughts of parting from
me; so much was he attached to my fortune. .
“In spite of all the cbligations 1 owed to this
poor honest fellow, ingratitude is so natural -
1o the heart, of man, that I began to be.
_tired of his acquamtance‘ and mow that I’

»
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‘had contracted other friendships, which ap-
Peared more creditable, was even ashamed
to see' a journeyman barber enquiring after’
‘me, with the familiary of a companion, I,
therefore , on pretence of consulting -his -
welfare , insisted upon ' his accepting the
proposal, which he at last determined to
embrace with great reluctance, and in a few
'days took his leave of me, shedding a flood
,of tears, which 1 cculd not behold without
emotion. I now began to look upon myself
as a gentleman in reahty, learned to dance '
of a Frenchman whom I had cured of a
fashionable distember; frequented plays during
{the holidays; became the oracle of an ale~
house, where every dispute was referred to
my decision; and at length conmtracted an
acquaintance with a young lady, who found -
‘means to make a conquest of my heart, and
‘upon whom | preyailed after much attend-
ance and solicitation, to give me a promise
of marriage, — As this beautiful creature
|'passed for a rich heirefs, I blessed my good
fortune, and was actually on the point of
Y crowning all my wishes by matrimony; when. -
| one morning, I went to her lodgings, and
her maid being abroad, took the privilege
of a bridegroom to enter her chamber,
Where to my utter confusion, I found her

Vol v, T P
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in bed W1th aman, Heaven gave me patience
and presence of mind enough to withdraw,
immediately ; and I thanked my stars .a
thousand 'times for the happy discovery, by
which 1 resolved to profit so much, as to
abandon all thoughts of marriage. for the-
future. S

CHAP. XXL

Squire Gawky comes to lodge with my Master
— Is involved in a troublesome Affair, out
of which he is extricated by me — He
marries my Master’'s Daughter — Thef
conspire against me — I am found guilty
of Theft — Discharged — Deserted by
my Friends — I hire @ Room in St. Giles’s—
where by 'Accident, I find the Lady to
whom I made my Addresses, in amueraﬁlﬂ
Condition — I relzeve her.

Wh;le I,.en]oyed-myself at large in' this
temper of mind, Mr. Lavement let his first
floor ito my countryman and acquamtancey
*Squire Gawky, who by this time had got 2
lieutenantcy in the army, and such a martial
ferocity in his appearance, that I was “afraid
he would remember what had happen"‘I
betWeen us in Scotland, and atone for hl'



227

breach of appointmentthen, by his punctuality

now; but Whe_the{' he had actually fargot
me, or was willing to make me believe so,
he' betrayed mnot the least symptom of
recognition at sight of me, and | remained
quite cured of my apprehension; though I
had occasion not long after to be convinced,
that howsoever his externals might be altered,

he was at bottom the same individual Gawky

whom I have already described. — For,

coming home late one night from the house

of ‘a patient, I heard a noise in the stieet,

and as I approached, perceivedtwo gentlemen
in custody of three watchmen. The prisoners,

who . were miserably dishigired ' with dirt,

complained bitterly of the lofs of their hats

aud wigs; and one of them, whom by his

tongue I knew to be an Scotchman, lamented

most  pitiously, offering a guinea for his

liberty, which the watchmanrefused, alledging

that one of his companions was wounded

gtievously, aud that he must stand to the

consequence. <My prejudice  in favour of -
my native country was so strong, that I could

not bear to see any body belonging to it in
distrels; and therefore, with one blow of my

faithful cudgel, knocked down the watchman

Who had hold of the person for whom!

Was chiefly concerned, — He was 1o sooner

B : i e
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disengaged, than he betook himself to his
heels, and left me to maintain the dxsputel
as I should think proper; and indeed I came
off but scurvily, for before I could avail
myself of my speed, I received a blow on the
eye, from one of the other two, that had
well nigh deprived me of the use: of that
~organ; however, I made shift to get home,f’
where I was informed of Captain Gawky’s
being robbed and abused by a company of
footpads; and was ordered by my masterto
prepare an emollient clyster and.paregoric
draught, in order to allay and compose the
ferment of his spirits, occasioned-by the
Barbarous treatment he had undergone; wlnle
he took twelve ounces of blood from lnm
immediately, — When I enquired into the
particulars of this adventure, and understood
from the servant that he came in just before
me, without hat and wig, I madeno scrupleOf
_ believing him to be the person 1 had released;
and 'was confirmed in my belief upon heanng ]
his voice, to which (before that event) [
had been so long a stranger, My eye bema
considerably swgléd -and inflamed, I could
mnot reflect upon my ’hnnerpuze thhout cursing
my own folly, and even resehﬁg to declare
the truth of the whole story, in order t0
be revenged on the cowardly wretch fO“
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whom I had - suﬁ'ered Accordmg!y, next
'—day, ‘after* he had told, in presence ‘of my
master, his wife and daughter who came to
visit him, -a- thousand lies concerning ‘the
prowefs he had shewn in making his escape,
1 ventured to explain the mystery, and calling
{in the evidence of my contused eye, upbnazd—
ed ‘him 'with cowardice and ingratitude,
(Gawky was so astonished at ‘this discourse,
;that he could not answer one word: and the
rest of the company stared at one another“
Gl at lenght my mistrefs reprimanded me for
my insolent. behaviour, -and threatened to
turn me away ‘for my presumption. — Upon
which, (:awky, (having recollected himself)
nbsetved ‘as ‘the young man might have
mistaken another person for him, he could
forgive his insinuations, more especxa]ly as
he seemed to have suffered for his cmhty,
but advised me to be more certain in my,
‘conjectures for the future,, before I ventured
to publish them to the prejudice of any man.
— Mifs applauded the captain’s generosity
‘in pardoning ong who had so vlllamously,
aspersed - him,: " and 1 began to 1magme her
Praise was not at all disinterested. — Bup
the apothecary, who, perhaps, had more
Penetration or lefs partiality than his wife
ind daughter, dx&ered from them in his.
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- sentiments of the matter, and expressed
himself .to me in this manner:¥ ,,Ah mon
pauvre Roderique! you ave more of de
veracite dan_ of de prudence — bot mine
wife andidater be  diablement sage, and
Mons. le capitaine un fanfaron, pardxeu.“
This, euloginm on his ‘wite and "daughter,
though- spoken : u'omcally by "him , was;
neverthelels; literally just; by espousing the
caise of Gawky, the one obliged a valuable
lodger, and the other -acquired a- husband,
at a joncture when one yvas absolutely
necessary; for, the young lady, finding the
elfects of her correspondence with O’Donnell
becoming _plainer and plainer | every day,
insinuated herself so artfully into the affection
of  this 'new lodger, that in lefs than a
fortnight, on pretence of going to a play,
they drove -away: together to ‘the fleet,
where'  they. were coupled ;. from thence
removed to a bagnio, where the marriage was
consummated; and ‘in the morning came
~ home, where they asked her fathets and
mother’s ‘blessing —  The ,prudent parents
notwithstanding the precipitation with whiclt
~ the match was carried on, did not think ft
to refuse their appmbanon .for the apothe-
cary was not ill pleased to find his daughter
married to a young man of a good prospeet?

’
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who had'not mentioned to him one syllable
on the article of her dowry; and his wife
was rtejoiced at being rid of a rival in her
gallants, and a spy upon her pleasures.
Nor was I without self-enjoyment at this
event, when I zeflected upon the revenge |
had unwittingly taken upon my enemy, in
making- him a cuckold by anticipation. —
But I little dreamed what a storm of mischiei
‘was brewing against me while I was thus
indulging myself. — Whatever face Gawky
put on the matter, my discovery at the
adventure before related, and the reproaches
I vented against him, had stung him to the
soul,* and cherished the seeds of enmity so '
strongly in his breast, that he, (it seems)
imparted his indignation to his- wife, who,
being as desirous as himself to compafs the
ruin of one who not only slighted her
caresses, but was able, on any occasion to
discover particulars not at all advantageous to
" her character), readily joined in a conspiracy
against me, which (had it taken effect as
they expected) would infallibly have brought
me to an ignominious death. . oy
My master having several times missed
" large quantities of medicines, of which I
could give no account, at last lost all patience,
~and in plain terms taxed me with having

&
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embezzled them for my 6wn use. As T could
only oppose my single asseveration 'to his
suspicion, told me one day, »By gar, your,
vord mot be :gite me de satisfaction — me
find necessaire to chercher for my medicine,
pardonnez moi — il faut chercher — ‘me
demand le clef of your coffre 'a cete
heure ¢ — Then raising his voice to conceal
the fright he was in, lest I should make any
opposition, he went on, ,,0Oui, foutre, I
‘charge you rendez le clef of your coffre —
moi — si, moi qui. vous parle.¢ — I was
bired with so much resentment and disdain
@t this accusation, that | burst into tears,
whichis he took for a sign of guilt; and
pulling out my key, told him he might
~satisfy . himself 1mmed1ate]y, though he would
- mot find it so easy to satisfy me for the
injury my reputation had suftfered from thxs_
unjust suspicion, — He took the key and_.
nounted up to my chamber, 'attented by
the ‘whole famlly 3« saying, ,,He bien, nous
‘¥errons — nous verrons.** — But what was
my horror and amazement, ‘when opening |
my chest he pulled out an handfal of the
wvery thmgs thatweremissing, and pronounced,
»Ah, ah! vous etes bien venus — mardié
Mous, Roderique, you be fort innocent.* —
l had: mot. power o utter one word in my
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own vindication, but stood motionlels and
silent, while every body present made their
respective remarks on what appeared against
‘me; — The servants said /they were sorry.
formy misfortune, ‘and went away repeating, -

»Who would have thought it?* My mistrefs
took occasion from: this detection to rail '
against the practice of employing strangers in
genersl ;. and Mrs. Gawky,  after havmg
observed that she never had a good opinion
~of my fidelity, proposed to have me carried
before the justice and committed to Newgate
1mmed1ately Her husband was actually on
the stairs in’ his way for a‘constable, when
&r. Lavement, knowing the cost and trouble
of a prosecution, ta which he must bind
himself, and at the same time sudreading lest
some parnculars of my- confession might
affact his practice, called out, ,,Restez, mon -
lilst restez, it be veritablement one grand
crime which dis pauvre diable have committed
— 'bot peutetre de good God give him de
Penitence, and me vill not have upon mine
head the blood of one sinnmer.¢ — The
“Captain and his lady used all the christian .
arguments their zeal could suggest, ta prevall'
on theapothecary to pursue me to destruction,
and jrepresented the injustice he did to
the community of which. he was a member,



234

in letting a villain escapé, who ivouldanot

fail of doing more. mischief in' the world,
when he should reflect on his coming oft so
easily riow: — but their eloquence madeno

- impression on my master, who turningto

me, said; ,,Go, miserable, go from mine

house, quick, quick, —! and make reparation -

for your mauvaise actions.* — By’ this time
my indignation had roused ‘me from the

stupefaction in wlmich I had hitherto remained,

and I began in this manner, ,,91r ! appear-
ances, 1 own, condemn me; but you are
~imposed upon as much as I am abused — 1
have fallen a sacrifice to'the rancour. of that

scoundrel, (pointing to Gawky) who has
found means to convey your goods hither, -

that the detection of them might blast my
reputation, and accomplish my destructions
— His hatred of meis owiag to - consciousnels
of his having wronged me in my own countryy
for which injury he in a cowardly manner
refused me the satisfaction of a gentleman; —
he knows, moreover, that 1'am no stranger

to his dastardlyi behaviour in this towly

which 1 have recounted before; and he 18
 unwilling 'that such a testimony of his
ingratitude and pusillanimity should live upo?
the earth; for this reason he is guilty of the

“most infernal malice to bring about oy
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ruin. — And I am afraid y nriadam, (turning
to Mrs.. Gawky) you have too easily entered
into the sentiments of your husband, — I
have often found you my enemy; and am
well acquainted with the occasion of your
‘being so, which I don’t at present think
proper to declare; but I would not advise
you for your own sake to drive me to
extremity.*“ This addrels enraged her so.
much, that with a face as red as scatlet,
and the eyes of a fury, she strutted up to
me, and putting her han‘dg ‘o her sides,
spit in my face, saying, I was'a scandalous
villain, but she defied my malice; and that
unlels her papa would prosecute me, like a
thief as | was, she would not stay another
night under his roof, At the same time
Gawky  assuming a big look, told me he
2 '5qofn<§d what lies 1 could invent against him;
- but that if I pretended to asperse his wife,
he would put me to death, by G—d, To
- this threat I answered, ,,I wish I could meet
with thee in a desert, that I might have an
opportunity of punishing thee for thy perfidy
towards- me, and rid the world of such a
rascal — What hinders me this moment
(said I, seizing an old bottle that stood by)
from ‘doing myself that justice?* I had no -
, Sooner armed myself in this manner, than



236 )
sk ;

Gawky' and | his faﬂler-malaw retired io
such a hurry, that the one overturned the
other, ‘and~they rolled togethet_' down stairs ;
while my mistrels swooned away with fear, -
and her daughter asked if I intended to
murder. her. I gave her to understand that :
nothing was farther from my-intention; that
I:wounld leave her to the stings of her own (
conscience; but was firmly resolved to slit
“her husband’s nose, whenever fqrtu'ne should
offer a convenient opportunity. Then going
down stairs I met. Lavement coming up,
trembling, with the pestle in his hand, and
Gawky behind, armed with his sword, pushing ;
him forward, I demanded a parley, and
- having assured them of my pacific disposition;
‘Gawky exclaimed, ,,Ah! villain! you have
killed my dear wife.¢ 2= And the apothebary
cried , - ,,Ah coquin! vere is my 'shild?¢ —
syThe Lady (said -F) is above stairs, unhurt
by me, and will a few months hence (1believe)
reward your concern.'* — Here she called
1o them, and ' desired they would let the
wretch go, and trouble themselyes no farther-
about him. — To which request: her father
consented, observing neverthelefs, that my
conversation was fort mysteriense, Finding -
it 1mpossxble to vindicate my innocence, o
left the house immediately and went to the
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schoolmaster, with an intention ‘of clearing
myself to him, and asking his advice with
tegard to my future ronducv but; to my
mexpr:esmble vexanon, was told he was
gone to the country, where he would stay -

' two or three days. — I returned with a design

-

of consultmg some acquaintance I had ac-

quired in my master’s neighbourhood ; but my

story had taken air, through the officiousnels

of the servants, and not one of my friends

would vouchsafe me a hearing, — Thus I
found myself, by the iniquity of mankind,
in -a much more deplorable condition than
ever: for though 1 had been formerly as
poor, my reputation Wwas without blemish,

and my health unimpaired till now: — but
at present my good name was lost, my
money gone, my friends were ahenated, mj'
hody was infected by a distemper contracted”
in the course of an amour; and my faithful

- Strap,. who alone could yield me pity and

assistance, absent I knew not where,

-The first resolutions I could take in this
melancholy conjecture, was to remove my
cloaths to the house of the person with
whom I had former]y lodged :  where I

\‘ remained - two days, in hopes of getting

another place o .by the  interest of Mr,

; 'Concordaxice,;:to whom I made ne doubt of

R
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being able to vindicate my character; but in
this supposition 1 reckoned without my host,
for Lavement took care to be before hand
with me, and when, [ artempted to explain
. the whole affair to the shoolmasrer, I found
h1m so prepossessed against me, tkat hewould -
scarce hear me to an end; but when I had
finished my justification , shook his head,
and beginning with his usual axclamation,
,»O Christ!* said, ,,That won’t go down.
with me, — I am very sorry I should have *
the misfortune of being concerned in the
aftair, but however shall be more cautious
for the future, —1 will" trust no man from
henceforward — no, not mf father who begat |
me — nor the brother who lay with me in
my mother’s womb — Should Daniel rise
from the dead, I should think him anim- -
_postor; and were the genius of truth to:
appear, would qaestion its- veracity.* — I
told him, that one day it was possible he
might be coavinced of the injury I had
suilfered , and repent of his "premétu‘re de-
termination, — To which remark he answered; -
the proof of my innoceace would make his |
bowels vibrate with joys ,,but till that shall
happen (continued he) I must beg to have
no manner of conmexion with you — my
reputation is at stake — O my good God!



239

I shall be looked upon as your accomplice
and abettor — people will say Jonathan Wild
was but a type of me — boys will hoot at
me as [ pals along; aud the cinder-wenches
belch forth reproaches wafted in a gale
impregnated with gin — 1 shall be notorious,
the very but of slander, and cloak to in-
famy,** — 1 was not in an humour to relish
the climax of expressmns upon which this
gentleman valued himself in all his discourses;
‘but without any ceremony took my leave,
cursed with every sentiment of horror, which
my situation could suggest, I considered,
however, in the intervals of my despondence,
that I must in some shape suit my expences
to my calamitous circumstances; and with
that view hired an- apartment in a garret’
near St. Giles’s, at‘the rate of nine-pence
per week: — In this place I resolved to
perform my own cure, having first pawned
three shirts to purchase medicines aud support
for the occasion, _
One day when I set in this solitary
retreat, musing upon the unhappinefs of my
fate, I was alarmed by a groan that issued .
from a.chamber contiguous to mine, inta
which I immediately ran, and found a woman
stretched on a miserable truckle bed, without
any visible signs of life, Haying applied a
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smelling bottle to her'nose, the blood. began
to revisit her cheeks, and she opened her
eyes: but, good heaven! what were the emo-
tions of my soul, when I discovered her to be
the same individual lady who had triumphed
over my heart, and to whose fate I had almost
been inseparably joined! Her dpplorable‘
sitnation filled my breast withr compassion,
and every tender idea reviving my indignas<
tion, | flew into her embrace, She knew
me imimediately; and straining me gently in
her arms, shed a torrent.of tears, which I
could not help increasing: at length , casting
a languishing look at me, she pronounced
_ with a feeble voice, ,Dear Mr. Random, I
do not deserve this concern at your hands.
— 1 am a vile creature, who had a base
design upon your person — suffer me to
expiate that and all my other crimes by a
miscrable death, which will not fail to over=
take me in a few hours.* — I encoutaged
her as much as [ could, told her I.forgave all
her intentions’ with regard to me; and that
althongh my circumstances were extremely -
low, I would share my last farthing with her.
In the mean time, begged to know the
immediate cause of that fit from which she
‘had just recovered, and said I would
endeayour by my _skiu {0 preyent any mor€
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such attacks, — She seemed ¥ery much
'a{feétéd with this _expression, took my hand
and pressed it to her lips, sé’y?ihgﬂ, »You 'a"r‘e'
too generons, I wish T could Jive to exprefs
my gratitude — but alas! I perish for want,«
— Then shutting her eyes,. she relapsed into
another swoon, «~ Such extremity of distrefs
‘must have waked the most obdurate hearg
to sympathy and compassion: What effect
‘then must it have had on mine, that
was ‘matarally ‘prone to * every tender
passion ! I ran’ down stairs and sent my .
landlady to a chymist’s shop for some cin-
bamon water, which T, -rét’urm'zi;‘g to this
unfortunate creature,’s'chamber, used all the ~
means in my power to bring her to herself;
This aim withmuch difficulty I accomplished,
and 'f;nade her drink a glafs of the cordial to.
Yectit her spirits; then I pri’s%‘:ared a little
mulled red wine aud 2 toast, which having.
|pken, she found herself thoroughly revived,
find informed me, that she had not tasted
food for eight and forty hours before, — Ag
Was, impatient to know the occasion and
2ture of her  calamity, she gave me to
iderstand that she was a woman of the town
¥ profession; — that in the course of her
'tiVéntdr'és,‘ she” found herself dangerously
fectad ‘with: a distemper to which all of her
Vol v, : ey :
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clafs are particularly subject; =— that her
malady gaining ground every day, she became
loathsome to herself, and offensive to others,
when she resolved to retire to some obscure
corner, where she might be cured with as
little noise and expence as possible: that she
had accordingly chosen this place of retreat,
“and put herself into the hands of an advertis-
ing doctor, who, haying’ fleeced her of all.
the money she had, or could procure, left:
her three days ago in a worse condition than
that in which he found her; — that _except |
the cloaths on her back, she had pawned ot
sold every thing that belonged to her, to
satisfy that rapacious quack, and quiet‘the
- clamour of her landlady, who still persisted
in her threats to turn her out into the streets |
— After having moralized upon these partie]
culars, I pro’posed that she should lodge it
the same room with me, an expedient}
‘that yould save some money, and assured |
her T would undertake her cure as well 2
‘my own, during which she should partal“
~of all the conveniences that I could affort
to myself, — She embraced my offer with
; unfergned acknowledgment; and 1 began 10
put it in practice immediately, — I found
in her not only an-agreeable companioff
whose conversation greatly alleviated ®If

-~




chagrin, but also a careful nurse, who served
me with the utmost fidelity, and affection.
One day while [ testified my surprise, that
a woman of hec beauty, good sense, and
education, (for she had a large portion of
each) could be reduced to such an infamous
and’ miserable way of life as that of a
prostitute; she answered witha s:gh, »These
very {advantages were the cause of my
undoing,* — This remarkable reply inflamed .
my curiosity to such a degree that I begged
she would favour me with the particulars of
‘her story, and she complied in these words, .

_CHAP. XXIL
Tre History of Mgf.t Witrtans,

My father was an eminent merchant in
the city; who baving, in the course of trade,
| suffered very considerable 16sses, retired in
his old- age with his wife to a small estate in
the country, which he had purchased with
|the remains of his fortune, At that time I,
 being but eight years of age, was left in town
for the convenience of education, boarded
with an aunt, who was a rigid pre&hytemn,'
and who coanfined me so closely to what she -
‘calied the daties of rebigion, that in time I

Qﬂ,
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grew weary of her docmnes, and by degrees
conceived an ayersion for the good books she
“daily recomme.nded to my perusal. = As I
increased in age, and appeared with a person
mot disagreeable, I contracted a good deal of
acquaxptance. among my own sex, one of
whom , after haying‘lamented the restraint
1 was under, from the narrownefs ‘of my
aut’s sentiments, told me [ must now throw
off the prejudices of opinion imbibed under
her influence and example, and learn to
think for myself; for which purpose she ad-
vised me to read Shaftesbury , Tindal, Hob-
bes, and all the books that are remarkable
for their deviation from the oid way of thinke
ing, and by comparing one with another, I
should soon be able to form a system of my
own. I followed her advice; and.whether it
was owing to my prepossession against what |
1 had formerly read , or the clearnels of ar-
gument in these my new instructors, I knoW
not, but I studied them with pleasire, and
in a short time became ‘a professed free-
thinker, Proud of my new improyement, I
argued in all companies, and that with such
succels, that I seon acquired the reputatiod
of a philosopher, and few people durst us*
dertake me in a dispute. — I grew vaib
upon my good fortune, and at !ength pretend'.
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ed to nake my jaunt a proselyte to my opi~
nion; but she no sooner perceived my drift, -
than takmg the alarm, she wrote to my
father an account of myheresy, and “conjured
him, as he tendered the good. of ‘my soul, -
to remove me lmmedlately from the dan-
gerous place where I had contracted such
sinful principles. ~ Accordingly my father
ordered me into the country, where I arrived
in the lifteenth year of my age, and by his
command, gave him a detail of all the ar-
ticles of my faith,” which he dit not find so
unreasonable as they had been represented.
— Finding myself suddenly deprived of the
eompany and pleasures of the town, I grew
melancholy, and it was some time before I
could relish my situation, — But solitude
became everyday more and more familiar to
me, ‘and | consoled myself in my retreat with
the enjoyment of a good library , : at w'ch'
times as were not employed in the mana
ment of the family (for my mother hadbeen
‘dead three years) in visiting, or some other
party of rural dxverslon. LF ‘Having moro -
imagination than judgment, 1 addicted my~
self  too much to- poetrv and romance;
and ,- in short, was looked mpon as
a very “extraordinary person by every,
body in the eountny where ! rumied. — F
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had one evening strayed, with a book in my-
hand, intora wood that bordered on the high
road, at a littlg distance from my father's:
house; when a certain drunken squire riding
by, perceived me, and crying, , Z——ds!
there’s a charming creature!’ alighted in a
moment, ‘caught me in his arms, and treated
me so rudely, that I shrieked as loud asl
could, and in the mean time opposed his
violence with all the sirength that rage and
resentment could inspire. — During this
struggle, another horseman came up, who
seeing a lady so unworthily used, dismounted,
and flew to my assistance, — My ravishery
mad with disappointment, or provoked with
the reproaches of the other - gentleman,
' quitted me, and running to his horse, drew
a pistel from the saddle; and ﬁré”d at my
pretector, who happily receiving no damagey
went up, and with the butt end of his whip,
laid him prosirate on the gréund, before he
could use the other, which his antagonist
immediately seized,and clappingto the squiré’s ’
breast, threatened io put him to death for his
cdwardice and ' treachery, In this dilemms
1 interposed, and begged his life, which
was granted to my request, after he had
asked pardon, and swore his intention W8
#nly to obtain a kifs, — Howeyer my defendef.
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thought proper to unload. ., the other pxstol
‘and throw away the flnnts.%‘ione he gave
+him his liberty, — This ‘coutteons. ‘stranger
conducted me home, where my father having
learned the slgnal service he had done me,
loaded him with caresses, and msxsted on
his lodging that night at our house, — If
the obligation he had conferred upon me
]ustly‘xnsplted me with sentiments of gratitude,
his appearance and couversation seemed to
entitle him to somewhat more. — He was
about the age of two and twenty, among the
tallest of the middle size; had chesnut-co-
loured hair, which he wore tied up in a
tibband; ‘a high polished forehead, a nosa
inclining to the aqueline, lively blueeyes, red’
pouting lips!, teeth as white as snow, and a
- certain openefs of countenance — but what
need 1 describe auy more particulars of his
person? I hope you will do me the justica
to believe I do not flatter, *when I say he
‘was the exact resemblance of you; and.if I
had not been well acquainted with his family;
~and pedigree, I should haye made no scruple
of concluding that you was his brother. —

He spoke little, and seemed to have no
Teserve, for what he said was ingenious,
sensible, ‘and uncommon. — In short, (said
: she, barshng into tem) he tm formed fox: ;
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received my approbation with the most lively
transport. ~ After this mutual declaration we
tontrived to meet more ffequently, in private
- interviews, where we enjbyéd,the conversation
‘of one another, in all the elevation of faney .
and impatience of hope that reciproca
adoration can inspire. — He professed his
honourable intentions, of which 1 made no
question, lamented the avaricious disposition
of his father, who had destined him for the
arms of another, and vowed eternial fidelity,
with sych an appearance of candour and
devotion, that I became a dupe to his deceit,
and in an evil hour crowned his eager desire
with full possession. ~— Cursed be the day
on which I gave away my innocence and
peace for a momentary gratification, -which
has entailed upon me such misery and hor-
ror! cursed be my beauty that first attracted
the attention of ‘the seducer! cursed be my
education, that by refining my sentiments,
" made my heart the more susceptible! cursed |
be my good ‘sense that fixed me to OBE
object, and taught me the preference I e
joyed was but my due ! Had I been ugly, nobody
would have tempted me; hadIbeen ignoranky .
the charms of my person would mnot have
{ atoned for the coarsenefs of my conversations
- had T been giddy, my vapity would have

X
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divided my inclinations, and my ideas would
have been so Idxffused that I shouldneverhave -
“listened to the enchantments of one alone, -
But to return to my unfonunate stary ;-
we gave a loose to guilty pleasure, ‘which -
for some months banished every other con-
“cern, — At last, by degrees:, his visits be-
-eame lefs frequent, ~and, his behaviour lefs
warm: 1 perceived his coldnel's my heart
took the alarm, my tears reptoa(.hed him,
and [ insisted upon the performance of his
‘Promise to espouse me, that, ‘whatever should,
happen, ~my reputation mlght be safe. He
scemed to acquiesce in my proposal, ‘and
left me on pretence of finding a proper.
clergyman to unite us in the bands of ‘wed-
lock. — But ~alas! the inconstant had no
intention to retum* 1 waited a whole week
with the utmost impatience, sometimes
'dbubtihg’ his honour, at other times invent=
ing excuses for hxm,\and eondemmng myself
for harboanng the least’ suspicion of his
faith, — At length, I understood from a
.gentleman who dined at our house, that this
perfidiaus wretch was on the point of setting
out for London with his bride, to buy clothes
for their approachmg nuptials. — This in«
formation distracted me! the more so, as I
found mysels some. months gome mth child,
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and reflected, Yhat it would be impossible to
- conceal my ‘disgrace, which would not only
ruin  the character & had acquired Lin the
country , but also bring the grey hairs of an
indalgent pareatto thegrave,  Rage took poss
session of my soul; T denounced a thousand:
imprecations, and formed as many schemes
of 'revenge against ‘the tr_éitc_')r"jwlio,’ had ans;
done me Then my‘res;eﬁtmgn‘t w\o'uid sub- .
side to silent sorrow: | recalled the tran=
quillity I had lost, wept over,my"infavtuaci'on,;“'
and sometimes a ray of hb‘pé_. would inters
vene, and for a moment cheer my droop-
ing heart; I would revolve all the favourable
circumstances of his character, repeat. the .
vows he made, ascribe his absence to the |
vigilance of a suspicious father, who com-
pelled him to a match his soul abhorredy |
and comfort myself with the expectatibﬂ*‘?s 4
seeing him before the thing should be brought
to any terms of agreement, But how '.vz},il!“1
was my ‘imagination! The villain - left" mé
without remorse, and in a few days the
news of his marrxiagq was. spréad _‘al‘l_- DV% 1
the country. — My horror was then 0=
conceivable ; and had not the desire of re
venge diverted the resolution, 1 should in*
fallibly have put an _end to my mis'él?h}
life, — My father observed the. symFW
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of ‘my despair; it ‘though T have ‘good

teason to believe he. guessed the cause, Wwas

at a great. deal of pains to seem _ignorant oF
my affliction, * while’ he endeavoﬁa\ed with

_paternal tonduefs ‘to alleviate my distrefss I

saw his’ cmncern, w}nch mrreased my angulshc,tf
and raised my fury against the author of

my calamity to an unp!anable degtee. Hay-

ing furnished myself with a Litle money, I
' made an elopement from this unhappy parent

in the ‘night-time , and ‘about break of day

amv(ed at a small town, from whence a

stage coach set out for London, in vhich I

,embarked, and next day alighted in town;

the spirit of revenge hayving supported me

all the way against every other reflection. —

My first care was to hire a lodging, in which

1 kept myself very reured havmg -assumed

a feigned name, that my character and
situation. might be the better concealed. It

‘Was not long before I found out the honse

of my ravisher, whither 1 1mmedmtely res

. paired in a transport of rage, determined to

act some desperate deed for the satisfaction

of .my despair, though the hurty ‘of my

 8pirits would not permit me to concert or
\Tesolve upon a particular plan.  When I

demanded admission ‘to Lothario (so let me
| call h:m) 1 was- ‘desired to s&nd upmy name



and businefs: but: this I refused, telling the |
‘porter I had businels for his master’s private
‘ear: Upon which I was conducted into a
‘parlour umtil he should be informed of my i
request. — There I remained about a quarter
of an hour, when a servant entered, and
told me his master was engaged with company,
and begged to be excused at that time, My
temper ‘ could hold out no- loriger: I pulled
a poniard from my bosom, where I had !
concealed it, and vn_‘xéhixig out, flew up st‘téirs_,‘,u
‘like a fury,® exclaiming, ,,Where is this
 perlidious villain! could I once plunge this
dagger into his false heart, I should then |
die satishied.* The noise I made alarmed
not only the servants, buxthe company alsoy
who hearing my threats, came forward to the
‘staiccase to see what was the matter. I was.
seized , disarmed, and with-held by two
footmen; and in this situation felt the most
exquisite torture in beholding my undoer
approach with his young wife, 1 counld mnot/
endure the sight, was deprived of my senses
and fell into a severe fit, during which I
know not how I was trpated; buc,_wjﬁenr’l'
‘recovered the use of reflection, found myself
on a bed in a pa‘ltry apartment, where I
was attended by an old woman, ‘who asked
a thousand impertinent guestions relating ¢

N
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my condition: and mf’ormed me that my
behaviour had thrown the whole family into
eonfusmn "fthat Lothano afhrmed I was mad,
cand proposed to have me sent to Bedlam;
but my lady ‘persuaded herself there was
more in' my conduct than he cared should
i be known, and had taken to .'her bed on
bare “suspicion,, hav g ﬁrst ‘ordered that I
_ _be 'k_ed to, I heard all
she said. without ma king any other reply,
than aenrmg she would do me the fayour
’to call a chairy but this (she told me) could
‘not be. done without her master’s consent, .
-wluch ‘however, was easzly procured, and

1 was conve:,ed to. mywown lodgings in a

- state of mind . that baffles all description.

The agitation of my thoughts produced a

fever, which brought on a mucamage, and
I beheve it is well for my conscience. that

heayen thus dlSPOSed of my burden; for,

let me own to yon with penitence and hor-

\ror, if I had brought a living child into the

world, my frenzy woald - have prompted me

| to sacritice the little innocent to my resent-
_ment of the father’s mﬁdehty. ;

i Afier this event; my rage abated, and

;my hate became more dehberate and ca]m :
" when on‘()\ day,‘ my Iand’ady informed me

that ther¢ \Was a. gentleman below who
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desired to see me, he having something of
consefuence to impatt, which he'was sure .
~ would contribute to' my peace of mind, 1 ’
was exceedingly alarmed at this ’declarauan, ¥
which'I attempted to mtarpret ‘a thousand
ways; and before I came to any: determma-"
tion he entered my room, with an apo!ogyu
for intruding upOn me agamst my knowledge
ot consent. 1 surveyed him some time, and’
‘not bemg able’ to recollect }us face ,- deo
manded with a, faultbrmg accent, what h i
businels was thh me ? Upon which , he de=
sired [ wonld give hlm a pamcular audience, 1
and he did mnot doubt of communicating.
something that would conducP to my satis:
facrion and repose, As I thonght myself
sufficiently gnarded against any violence, L
granted his request, and bid the woman
withdraw, = The stranger thep advancmg,,
gave mie to understand that he was well ac-
quainted with the partticulars of my ‘storyy
having been informed of them from Lotha-
rio’s own mouth — that from the time he
" knew my misfortunes, he had entertained 2
detestation for the author of them; which hﬂd
of late been me\reased, and mﬂamed to a
desire of revenge, by a piece of dishonour--
able ¢onduct towards him — that heariog
‘of my melancholy situation, he had come.

o
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with an intentlon of offering his assistance
‘and comfort; and was ready to espouse my
‘quarrel, and forthwnh take vengeance on
‘my seducer, ptov1ded I would grant him
one consideration, which (he hoped) I should
see po reason to refuse, Had all the artifice
of hell been employed in composing a per=
suasive, it could not hayve had a more instan-
taneous or favourable effect than this dis-
course had upon me. I was transported with
2 delirium of gloomy joy; I hugged my com=

 panion in my arms, and vowed that if he
| would make good his promise, my soul and

body should be at his disposal. — The con-
tract was made; he devoted himself to my
Tevenge, undertook to' murder Lothario that

‘,very night; and to bring me an account of .

his death before morning.  Accordingly,
about two of the clock, he was introduced

o my chamber,»and assured me, my perfi-
{dious lover was no more; that although he

Was not entitled to such an honourable pro-

{reeding , he.had fairly challenged him +to
{the field, where he upbralded him with his

treachery towards me, for whom (he told me) -

fhis sword was drawn, and after a few passes
Jleft him weltering in his blood. —— I was °
%o savaged by my wrongs, that I delighted
'.,'_*!1 the recital of this adventure, made him

Vol o : : R 3




258

repeat the particulars, feasted my eyes with
the blood that remained on his clothes and’
sword, and yielded up my body as a recoms
pence for the service he had done me. My
imagination was so engrossed vith these ideas,
that in my sleep I dreamed Lothario appeared
before me, pale, mangled, and bloody, blam-
ed my rashnefls, protested his innocence, and
pleaded his own cause §0 pathetically, thatl
was cenvinced of his fidelity, and waked in
a fit of horror and remorse. — My bed fellow
endeavoured to soothe, console, and persua'de
me that I had but barely done justice to my*
~ self. — 1 dropped asleep again, and the same
apparition returned to my fancy, — In shorty
1 passed the night in great misery, and looked
upon my avenger with such abhorrence, that
in the morning, perceiving my aversion, he
insinuated there was still a possibility of Lo
thario’s recoveryy it was true, he left him
wounded on the ground, b@ﬁot quite dead;
and perhaps his hurts might nog be mortal. —
At these words I started up , bade him fly for
intelligence, and if he ‘could not bring me
tidings of Lothario’s safety, at least consult
- his own; and never return, for Iwas resolved
to surrender myself to justice, and declare
that I knew of the affair, that, if possibles .I
might expiate my own guilt, by incurring the
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rigours of a sincere repentante and ignomi-
niousdeath.
unreasonablenels of my prejudice against him,
who had done nothing but what his love ‘of
me msp.lred , and honour justified; — that
now he had, at the xisk of his life, been
subservient to my revenge, I was about to

discard him, as an infamous agent, occasios -

nally necessary; and that even if he should be
80 lucky as to bring neys of Lothario’s safety,
it was probable my former resentment might
revive, and I would upbraid him with having
‘Failed in his undertalung ~— I assured him,
that on the contrary, he should be dearer to
‘me than ever, as I then should be convinced

he acted more on the prmcmles of a man of '

honour, than on those of a mercenary assassin,
and scorned to take away the bfe of an advers
(Sary (how inveterate soever) which fortune
had put in his power, —  ,Well then, Ma-
{dam, (said he) whatever may have happened
lshall find itno difficult matter to acquit mys=
self in pomt of honour,“ — And took his
leave, in order to enguire into the conseqien-
ces of his duel. — I vyas ndw more sensible
than ever of the degrees of guilt and misery s
dll the affliction. I had suffered hitherto was
°W1ng to my own credulwy and weaknels,
and my consc1ence could not ‘accuse me. of
: R e

A

- He very coolly represented the’
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‘wenal crimes;. but now that I looked upon

myself as a murderer, it is impbssible to ex-
prefs the terrors of my lmaomatlon, which
was incessantly haunted by the image Qf ‘the
deceased, and my bosom ‘stung  with he
most exqmsue agomes, of which I saw 1o
end. — At length Horatio, (for so 1 shall
call my keeper) returmed, and telling me 1
had nothing to fear, delivered into my hands
a billet, containing these W01as, »
»MaDAaNM,

»As 1 understand it is of gonsequence | to

your peace, I take this liberty to inform }'Oﬂ,‘

the Wounds 1ece1ved from Hozatio are not

mortal. This Satlsfdctlon my humanity could_
not deny, even to a person who had endeavour-

ed to disturb the repose, as well as destroy
the life of : LoTHARIO.
Being well acquamted with this hand, g‘

had no reason to suspect an 1mposmon in

this letter, which I read over and over with
a transport of joy, and caressed Horatio S0
much, that he appeared the happiest man
alive. Thus was I won from despair by the

menaces of a greater misfortune than that
which depressed me.— Griefs arelike usurpefs 7.

the most powerful deposes all the rest.

But my raptures were mot lasting — ﬂ’at'

"’f-"l)’ ﬂettﬁr wluch in a manner re-estabhshed

5 3
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‘my tranquil'igy, in a little time banished my
peace. — His unjust reproaches, while - they
waked my resentment, recalled my former
happinels, and ﬁlled ‘my soul with rage and
sorrow. — Horatio perceiving the situation of
my mind, endeavoured to divert my chagnn, 7
by treatmg me with all the amusements and
entertainments of the town. 1 was gramﬁed
with every mdulgence I could desire; intro-
dncedinto the company of other kept mistresses,
by whom an uncommon deference was paid.
to me; and I began to ‘loose all remembrance
of my. former condmon, when an accident
brought it ‘back to my view, with all its’
mtenestmg circumstances. — Dlverung myself
one day with some newspapers, which I°
had not before perused, the foHovwing ad-
yertisement attracted my attention: =
»Whereas a: young _gentleywoman- disap-
‘peared from her father’s house, in the county
of , about the end of September, om
account (as is supposed) of some uneasinels of -
mind, and has not been as yet heard ofz.
Whoever will give any information about hex
to Mr. ———, of Gray’s-inn, shall be hand-
‘somely rewarded; or if she will return to the
arms of her dlsconsolate parent, she will be
zeceived with the utxnost tendernels, Whatever
Ieason she may have to think otherWlse, and
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may be'the means of prolonging the life of a
father, already weighed down almost to the
gfave with age and sorrow,« :
This pathetic remonstrance had such an
effect on- me, that I was fully resolved to |
return liké the prodigal sow, and implore the
forgivnels of him who gave me life; but alas!
upon inguiry, I fouud he had paid his debt to
nature, a month before, lamenting my absence
to his last hour, having left his fortune, ta
a stranger, as a mark of his resentmerit of my
unkind and undutiful behaviour, — Penetrated
With remorse on this accasion, I sunk mto,.
jthe most profound melancholy, and considered
myself as the immediate cause of his death. — |
1 lost all relish fnr‘conlp;iny,'arid‘indeed most
of my acquaintance na sooner perceived my
change " of temper than they abandoned me.
Horatio, disgusted atmy insensibility, or (which
is more prohable) cloyed ith possession,
became colder and colder every day, till at
last he left me ‘altogether, wyithout making
any apology for his cor'xdlictl,,or securing me
against the myseries of want, as a man of
“honour ought to have done, considering the
share he had in my ruin: for I afterwards
leameil that the quarrel between Lothario
and bim, was a story trumped up to xid the
one of my importunities, and give the other
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the enjoyment of my ‘person, which,-it seems,
he lusted after, upon. seeing me at the house
of my seducer. — Reduced to this extremity,
I cursed: my own simplicity, uttered horrid
imprecations against the treachery of Horatio;
and as I became every day more and more
familiarized to the lofs of innocence, resolved
to be re’veﬁgedjon the sex in general, by
‘practising their own arts upon themselves. —
Nor wae an opportunity long wanting; an
old gentlewoman , under pretence of sym-
pathizing, visited me, and after having condoled
"me on my misfortunes, and professed a
disinterested friendship , began to display the
art of her occupation, in encomiums on my
beauty, and invectives against the wretch
who had forsaken me; insinuating withal,
that it would be my own fault if T did not
atill make my fortune by the extraordinary
qualifications with which nature had endowed -
me. — I soon understood her drift, and gaveher
such encouragement to explain herself, that we
came to an agreement immediately, to divide
the profits of my prostitution, accruing from
such gallants as she should introduce to my
acquaintance. The first stroke of my. dis-
simulation was upon a certain j—ge, to whom
1 was recommended by this matron, as an
innocent creature just arrived from the country.

x
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He was so transpmted with my appearance‘
and feigned simplicity, that he paid a hundred |
guineas for the possession of me for one
night only, during which I hehaved in such

a manner , « as to make him perfectly well

pleased yvith his purchase.

CHAP XVIII

She is mberrupted by a Bazlt]f, who arre;b:
and " carries her to the Marshalsea —i T
gccompany her — Briﬁg WWitnesses to
- prove she is mot the Person named it
the F¥rit — The Bmhﬁ: is fam to give
her' @ Present and dzscharge her — WVe
th'ft our Loc]gmg — She resumes her
Story, and ends it — DMy Heflexion there-
upor, — She makes ate acquainted wtﬂtfﬁ
> the Proa‘refy of a common F¥oman. of thﬂj
Town — Resolves to qmb that F¥a ay

i

: of sze. = ‘

Her stmy was_ liere mterrupted by a rap.
~at the door, which I no sooner opened, than’
three or four terrible fellows rushed in, one
of whom accosted my fellow lodger thus: —
»Madam, your servant; fymi must do me the’
favour to come along wyith me — T have got

- @ wwrit against you. —— While the bailiff
(for so he was) spoke thus, bis folloyyers

\
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sufrpunded the pnsoner, and began to handle
he\riery{roughly, — This treatment incensed
me so much, that I snatched up the poker,
and would certainly have used it in defence ;
of the lady , vyithout any regard to the
snengtli and number of her adversaries, had
she mnot begged me, with a composure, of
‘countenance, for which 1 ceuld not account, -
to use no violence in her behalf, ~which could
be of no service to her, but might be very
detrimental to myself.: — Then turning to
the leader of this formidable troop, she desired
10 see the Wllt, and havmg perused ity isgid
with a faultenn‘r voice, ,,I am not the person
whose name is here mentioned; arrest me. at
your pexil% — Aye, Aye, Madam, (nephe(l
e catchpole) we shaﬂ’Prove your 1denm7 —
n the mean time, Wh1ther vvlll you be pleas
to be carricd, to my house, or to jail. S
»if T must be confmed (said she) T would
rather be in yaur house than in a common
jail,« — Vell; Well (answered he) if you
have mone: Ough in your pocket you shalli
be entertained like a princels. — DBut, when
she acquainted him with her poverty , he
sywore he never gave credit, and ordered one
of his myrmtdo&s to call a coach to earry ﬁer /
ta the Marshalsea at once, — While they
yaited for 1h¢ convemence, she took mie aslde,'
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and bade me be under no concern: on her
account, for she knegy. how 1o ektr}catq‘.‘her_- '
self from this difficulty very soon, and per-
haps gain something by the occasion. —° :
Although her discourse was a mystery to me,
1 was very well pleased with her assurance;

and when the coach came to. the door, offered
to accompany her to prison, to which pro-

‘posal,. after much intreaty, she consented..—

 When e arrived at the gate of the Marshalsea,

our. conductor alighted, and having demanded
entrance, presented the yyrit to the turnkeys

who no sooner perceived the name of Eliza-

beth Cary, than he cried, ,Ah ah! my old

acquaintance Bett!¢ I'm glad to see thee with
allrmy heart.¢ — So saying, he opened the -
coach door, and helped her to dismounts bu
W en he observed her face, he started backs
saffing, »Z—nds! who have we.got here!“ —
The bailiff, alarmed at this interrogation,"cri?d‘
with some emotion, ,Who the devil should it -

. be but the prisoner, Elizabeth Lary 19" ==

The turnkéy replied, »,That Elizaliith Cary! —

Tl be damned if that’s Elizabeth Cary, moré

than my gra11dmo§hér. — D—n my" blOOdrm,I
" know Bett Cary as well as-if I bad made her®
' Here the lady thought fit to*interpose', and

tell the catchpole, if he had taken her word
for it at first, he might have saved himself and

-
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her a great deal of trouble. — , It may be so
(answeréd he) but by G—d, DIl have further -
evidence that you are not the person, before
you and I part.x — ,Yes, yes, (said she) -
you shall have further evidence to your
cost.“ — Then we adjourned into the lodge,
and called for a bottle of wine, where my
‘companion wrote a direction to two of her
acquaintance, and begged the favour of me
to go to their lodgings, and ‘request them to
come  ta her immediately; I found them
together, at a house in Brydgesstreet, Drury-
lane; and as they were luckily unengaged,
they set out with me in a hackney-coach,
without hesitation, after I had related the
circumstances of the affair, which flattéred them
& with hopes of seeing a bailiff trounced; for
there 1is an lantipathy as natural between the
~whores and bailiffs, as that subswt.mg between
_mice and cats, — Accordingly, when they
entered the lodge, they embraced the prisoner
very alfectionately, by the name of Nancy
lehams, and asked how long she had been .
nabbed, and for what? — On hearing the
particulars of heér adventure repeated, they
offered to swear, befor% a justice of peace,
* that she was not the person mentioned in
the wyrit, whom, it seems, t* all knew;
but the bailiff, who was by this time
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convinced of his mistake, told them he would
not put them to that trouble. ,Ladies (said
he) there’s no harm done — you ghall give
me leave to treat you with another bottle,
and then we'll part friends.« — This proposal
was not at all relished by the sisterhood;
and Mils Williams told him, ,Sure he did
not imagine her such a fool as to be satis;
fied with a. paltry” glals- of sour wine. —
Here'the turnkey interrupted her, by affirming,
ywith an, oath, that the wine was as good as
ever was tii)t over tongue, —— Well, (con-
tinued ‘she) that may be — but vvas it the
best of champaigne, it is no recompence for
the damage I have suffered, both in character:
and in health, by being wrongfully dragged
“to jail. At this rate mo innocent person 15
safe, since an officer of justice, out of malice,
" private peak, or mistake, may injure and
- opprels the subject with impunity — but
thank Heaven, I Live under the protec_tion‘of ;
laws that will not suffer such insults to.
pals unpunished, and I know very well how
to procure redrefs.« — Mr. Vulture, (for that
was the bailif’s name) finding he had to
deal with one that would not be irpqu:t?d
upon, began to look very sullen and perplexed;.
and Ieanixlg*ﬁs forehead on his hand, entererdl
into a deliberation yyith himself, which lasted
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a few minutes, and then broke out in a
volley of dreadful curses against the old b—ch
our landlady, (as he called her) for having
misinformed him. — After much Wl;anclmg
and swearmg, the matter yyas referred to
the ~decision of the turrﬂ{ey, who, allmg
for -the other bottle, mulc'ed the baililf in
all the liquor that had been drank, coach
hire, and a couple of guineas for the use of
the plaintiff. — The money was immediately
{.deposited : Mifs Williams gnahhcd the two
evidences with one half, and putting the
other in her pocket, diove home with me,
leaving the :caichpolé grumbling over his lofs,
el pleascd in the main, for having so cheaply
got clear of a businefs that rmght have cost
him ten times the sum, and his place to boot,
~— This guinea was a very seasonable relief
to us, who were reduced to great necessity,
six of my shirts,. and almost all ay clothes,
except those on 'xv\ny bdck havmg been either
pawned or sold for our maintenance before
this happened — As we resented the. be-
haviour of our landlad) , our first care was to  _
. provide ourselves with  another lodgmg,’.;,
, Whither we removed next day, with an in--
‘tention to }\eep ourselves as renred as possible,
until our cure should be completed When
We Were ﬁxed m our new habxtauon s 1. ine
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treated her to finish the story of her life,
which she pursued in this manner:

The succels of our experiment on the
j—ge encouraged us to practise the same
deceit upon others, and my virginity was
five times sold to good purpose: But this
harvest lasted not long, my character taking
air, and my directrels deserting’ me for some’
new game. Then I tock lodgings near Char-
ing-crofs, at two guineas’ per week, and
began to entertain company in a publich
manner. — but my income being too small
to defray my expence, [ wwas obliged to
vetrench, and enter into articles with the
porters  of certain taverns, who undertook®
to find employment enough for me, prbvidedf
I would share my profits with them. —
Accordingly I was, almost every night, engaged
with company, among whom 1 was exposed
to every mortification, danger, ‘and abusé
that flow from drunkenness, -brutality, and
disease. — How miserable is the condition
of a courtezan, whose businels is to soothe
suffer, and obey the dictates of 1ag6%
insolence, and lust! — As my spirit was not °
sufficiently humbled to the will, nor by
temper calculated for the conversation of mY
gallants, it was impossible for me to overcom®
an aversion I felt for my profession, which®
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manifested itself in a settled gloom on my '
countenance, and dJsgusted those sons of
“mirth and riot so much, that T was frequently
used n al sholung manner and kicked down
stairs with dlsgrace. — The messengers
seeing me disagreeable to their benefactors and
employers, seldom rroubled me ‘with a call,
and I began to find myself almost totally
neglected. To contribute towards my support,
1 wwas fain to sell my yvatch, rings, trinkets,
wwith the best part of my clothes; and I was
~one evening musing by myself, on the misery
before me, when I received a message from a
bagnio, whither I repaired in a chair, and
~ was introduced to a gentleman dressed like an
officer, wyith whom I supped in a sumptuous
Jnanner, and after drinking a hearty glals of
champaigne, went to bed. — In the morning,
when 1 awoke, I found my gallant had
got up, and drawing aside the curtain, could
not perceive lnm in the room. This circum-
. stance gave me ‘some uneasmefs, but as he
might have retired on some necessary occasion,
Iwaited a full hour for his return; and then
in the gre’atest perplexity rose' up, and rung
the bell. When the vyaiter came to the door,
he found it locked , and desired admittance,
which I granted, after observing: with great
. surprize, that the key remained on the inside,
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as when he went to bed. — * Ino Sooneér in:-
quired for the captain, than the fellow' staring

" yvith a distracted look, cried, ,;How, Madam?
is he not a-bed 2% And when he was satisfied
as to that pamcular , Tan into a closet ad]om-
ing to the chamber ,-the window of which he
found open. — Through this the adventurex
had got upon a wall, form whence he drol)ped
down into a court, and. escaped? leaving me
to be answerable, not only for the reckoning,
but also for a large silver tankard and posset-
bBowl, which he had carried off with him. —
It is impossible to describe the consternanon,
1 was under, when I saw myself detamed as |
“a thiefs accomplice; for I'was looked upon in
that light, and carried before a ]usuee who
Imstahng my confusion for a sign of crmll‘, i
committed me, after a short examination, 1o ‘
Bridewell , having advised me , as the only
means to save my life, to turn evidence, and |
impeach my confederate. — I now concludeﬂ
the vengeance of Heaven bad. overtalien me,,
and that I must soosr finish my career by al?;%
igncminious death. — This reflection sunk so
deep into my soul, that I was for some days |
deprived of my reason, and actually believed
myself in hell, tormented by fiends. Indeed,
there needs not a very extravagant unagmatwn.
to form, 1hat ldea, for of all the scencs OB

3T
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earth, that of Bridewell conies nearest the
notioi I had always entertamed of the infernal

regions, — Here Ly saw nothm<r but rage,
.anguish, and m]plety, and keard nothing but
groans , curses, and blasphemy. — In. the

midst of his hellish crevy, I was subjected 1o
the tyranny of a barbarian, who imposed upon
‘mé tasks that I could not-possibly- pcrform,
and then pumshed my mcapacuy with the
utmost rigour and. inhumanity. 1 yvas often
whipt into a swoon, and lashed out of it,
during ~vhich miserable intervals, I vyas robbed
by my fellow-pnsonem of every thing about
}m’é, even to my cap, shoes, and stockings;
1 was not only destitute of necessaries, but
even of food, 50 “that my Wretchedncfs was
extreme. Not one of my acquaintance, 10
whom I.imparted my situation,  would grant
me the least succour or regard, on pretence of
my being for-thefr; and my landlord refused
to patt with some of my own clothes, which
1 sent for becau<e I was indebted to him for a
yweek’s 1odgm g.— Ov erWhelmed with calamity,
I grew despente, and resolved to put an end
to my grievances and life together:  for this
~ purpose I got up in ‘the middle of the night,
Wwhen I thought every body roqnd me asleep,
and ﬁxmg one end of my handkerchief to a
large ook in the cxelmg, that supported the
g O o R : —,S :
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scales on which the hemp is weighed, 1 stood"
upon achair, and making a noose on the other
end, put my neck into it, with an intention

to hang myself; but before I could ad]ust the_ ;

knot, I was surpused and prevented. by two
women who had been awake all the \_"V,hllfe,.‘
and suspected my design. — In the morning
my attempt wvas published among the prisoners,
and punished with thirty stripes, the pain of
which, cooperating with my disapfoimmént‘;f

and disgrace, bereft me of my senses, and |

threww me into an ecstacy of madne['a, duxing
which, I tore the flesh from my boxtes yith °

.my teeth, and dashed my head against the

pavement. — So that they were 6bliged to
set a watch over me, to restrain me from
doing further mischief to myself and others, —
This fit of frency continued three days, at
the end of which I grew calm and sullen:

but as the desire of making away with myself
still remained, I came to a determination of -
starving myself to death and w‘1th this view i
refused all sustenance. Whether it was owallg"fj_
to the want of opposition, or to the weaknels -
of nature,” 1 know not, but on the second
day of my fast, I found my resolution con:

sidérably impaired, and the calls of hunger '
almost insupportable, = At this critical
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‘gonjuncture, a lady was bronght into prison,
with yhom I had contracted an acquainiance
wblle I lived with Horatio; she wyas then on
the same fcﬂonng as I was, but afterwards
q_uanellmg wnh her gallant, jand not hndmfr
another to her mlnd altered her scheme of
life, and set up a coffee-house among the
Hundreds of Drury, where she entertained
gentlenien with claret, arrack, and the choice
of half a dozen of damsels, who lived in
her house. This serviceable matron having
neglected to granfy a certain j—ce for the
connwance she enjoyed, was indicted at the
: quatter session, in consequence of which her
; bevy was dispersed, and herself 'COmmltte(l
to Bridewell. — She had not been long there,
before she learned my disaster, and coming
up tome, after a compliment of condolence,
mqulred mto the palnculars of my fate:
While we’ were engaged in discourse together,
the master came and told me, that the fellow
on whose account I' had suffered ‘was taken;
~ that he had confessed the theft, and cleared
/e of any concern in the affair; for which
Ieason, he, the master, had orders to dlscharge
e, and that I was from that moment free.
‘Tlus piece of news soon banished all thoughts
of death, and had such an instantaneous effect.
on my coumenance, that Mrs. Coupler (thg
: S2

i
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lady then present) hopmg to find her account
in me, very generously offered to furnish me
~wyith’ what necéssaries I wanted - and take mé
into her own house, as soon asshe sltould com-
Prormse matters w1th ﬂle]——res. The conditions .
of her offer were, that I should pay threce
guineas weekly for my beard, and a reasonable
consideration besides,” for the use- of such
- clothes and ormaments as “she should supply,nl
me with, to be’ deducted “from the finstes
profits of my emblaces. — These ywere haid -
terms, but not to be rejected by one who '
was turned out helplefs and naked mto\,tbc'w
wide world, without a friend to pity or
assist her. — I therefore embraced her |
proposal, and she, being bailed in a few
bhours, took me home wyith her in a coach,
As I was by this time conscious of having
‘ formerlv disgusted my admirers by my reserved
and haughty behaviour, I now endeavoured
to conquer that d1<1)051non “and the sudden
change of my fortune giving me a flow of
spirits, I appeared in the most winning and |
gay manner I could assume. Having the
advantage of a good voice and education, T
exerted my talents to the uttermost, and
soon became the favourite with all company.
- — This succels alarmed the pride and jealousy
of Mrs. Coupler, who could not bear the
F 3 i
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t'houghts of bmug eclipsed: She, thercfore,
~made a merit of her envy, and whispered
mong the customers,; that T was unsound. —
There needed no more to ruin my reputation,
and blast my prospenty, every body shunned
" me svith marks of aversion and disdain, and
in a very short tme 1 was as sohtary as
ever. Want of gallants yras attented with
want of money to sausfy my malicious
landlady, swho, having purposely given me
credit to the account of eleven pounds, took
out a writ agaimst me, and I was anested
in her own house. — Though the room was
‘crowded w1th people, when the bailiff entered,
ot one of them had compassmn enough to
.molhfy my prosecutrix, ‘far lefs to pay the
_debt: they even laughed at my tears, and
one of them bade me be of good cheer, for
1 should mot want adrmrers in Newgate.; At
that instant, 2 sea- heurenant .came in, and
seeing my phght began to -enguire into the
'bmrcumstances of my misfortune, when this
‘vyit advised him to keep clear of me, for I
yyas a fire-ship. — »A ﬁrc-shlp (replied the
‘sailor) more. hke a poor gally in distrefls, that
has been boarded by‘ such a fireship as
you; “if so be, as that is the case, she stands -
- in more need of assistance. — _Harkee, my
,gitl, bow far have you over-run thc con-
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stable?¢ — I told him that the debt amounted
to eléeven Pouﬁds, besides the expence of
the writ —% An’ that be all (said he) you
shant. go to the bilbaes this bout.« ~ And
taking out: his piuse, pa]d the money, dis-
charged the bailiff, and telling me I had got
into the wrong port, advised me to seek out
a more convenient harbour, where I could

be savely hove down, for which purpose he
made me a present of five' Gulneas more. -—’-‘5,‘.

I was so touched with this smgulal piece of

generosity, that for some time T had not
power to thank him. — However, as soon

as T had recollected myself, T begged the 4

favour of him to go wyith me to the next
tavern, where 1 explained the nature of my
disaster, and convinced him of the falsehood
of what was reported to my prejudice so

effectually, that he from that moment attached

himsell to me, and we lived 1n great harmony
together, until he wvas . obhged to go to sea,
where he perlshed in a storm. .

Having lost my benefactor, and almost
consumed the remains of his boumx, I saw
mysclf in danger of relapsing into my former

necessity, and began to be very umeasy at

the prospect of bailiffs and jails; — when
one of the sisterhoad, a little stale, advxsed
me to take lodgings in a part of ﬂ1e town

v

@
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where 1 was unknown, and pafs for an
heirels, by which artifice I might entrap
somebody to be my husband, who would
possibly be able to allow me an handsome
maintenance, br‘at worst. screen me from
the dread and danger of a prison, by becom-
‘ing lable for whatever debts 1 should con-
tract. — I approved of this sheme, towards -
thé execution of wilich my companion club-
’yédu hexn #rardrobs, and undettook to live with
e in quality of myimaids with the proviso,
“that she should be seimbursed, and hand-
'soifdy considered out of the profits of my
- guccels. —  She wag immediately detached
1o look out for a congenient place, and that
very .day hired a genteel apariment in Park-
sstreet, whither'T moved in & coach loaded
with her baggage and, my own. — 1 made -
my first appearance in a lﬂﬂ:a riding habit
- trimmed yvigh® silver; dpd my maid acted her
part 50 artfullys that, in a day or two my
faric was spréad all o¥er the neighbourhood,
and-I yyas saido be a rich heirefs just arrived
‘from the country. — This report brought
a swarm of gay young fellows about me;
but I soon foudnd thénd out to be all indigent
adventurers likdymyself, who crowded to me
like crows to clrrion, with a view of prey-
ing uwpon my fortume. — I ~maintained,
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however, the appearance of Weafr.h‘, as long
as_possible, in hopes of gaining some ad-
mirer more for my purpose; and at length
atiracted the regard of one who would have
satisfied my wishes;.and managed matters so

"well, that a day was actually fixed for our

nuptials: I the interim, he begged leave to
introduce. an. mmnate “friend to me, Whlch
request, as 1 could not 1efu=e, I had the
E\Lleme morLlﬁC'ltlon and smpnse to see neXI
night, in that friend , my “old keeper, Horz-
tio, who 1o sooner . beheld me than he"
changed colour; but had presence of mind. 1o
advance and saluie me, bidding me (with a
low veice) be under no apprehension, for he
would not ‘expose me, In spite of this

assurance, I' could not recover myself so- far,

as to euterhun them, but w:thdlew to my
chamber S o)el -pretence of a severe head ach,
to the no small concern of my adorer, ‘who
took his leave in the tenderest manner, and
went off with his trlcnd g i
I—Iavmo unpaxted my sntuaucn to my com- ‘
panion, she found it hlgh time for us to
decamp, and that without any moise, because '
we were not only indebted to our landlady,
but. also to several tradesmem in the newh-
bourhood. ~—— Our retreat (therefore) was'
cnncerted and executed mthasmanner Havmg

ATy



1281

pac‘hcd up all our clothes and moveables in -
" small parcels, she (om preience of fetching
cordials for me) carried them at several times
1o the house of an acquaintance, where she
likewise procured a lodging; to which we
retired in the middle of the night, when every
other body in the house was asleep. I was
uo'wrbblmed to aim at lower game, and ac-
cord:maly spread my nets among trades-people;
but found them all too phlegmatlc or cautious
for my art and attractions; till at last I became
acquamted with you, on whom 1 pr ractised all
‘my dexterity; not that I believed you had any
fortune, or cxrectauon of one, but that I
-might transfer the burthen of such dehts as I
h.ad incurred or should contract, from myself
to another; and at the same time avenge my-
self of your sex, by rendering miserable one,
who bore such resemblance to the yyretch
who rumed me; —— but Heaven preserved
you from- my snares, by the discovery you
made , which was owing to the negligence of
my maid in leaving ' the chamberdoor un-
loc‘keﬂ, when she went to buy sugar for break-
fast, — The person in bed with me was a
gentleman, whom I had allured the night be-
fore, as he walked homeward, pretty much
elevated with hquor, for by this ime my condi-
. 1iop was S0 Iow, fhat 1 was forced to turn



sge

out, in the lwﬂlght, to the streets 5 N lmpes
of prey. — When I found . myself detcctcd
‘ and forsaken by youy I was fain to move my
“lodgings, and divell two- ‘pair of stairs higher
“than before: My compdmon belng dlsappomted
in her expéctations, - left me, to trade upon her
own bottom, and I ‘had no ‘other resource,
than to venture forth, hke the owls, i the
.dark , to pick up a precanous and uncomfor‘ i
able subsistence. I have often saunteled
between Ludgate-hill and Charmg crofs a
whole ywinter night, exposed not only to the:
~ inclemency of the weather, but likevwise to
the rage of hunger and thu-st without bemg
so happy as to meet with one: cully, then
creep up to my garret, in a ' deplorable; |
draggled condition , sneak fto bed and ry
‘to bury my appetite and sorroavsi insleep. ——
When I lighted on some rake o tradesman,
reeling home drunk, I frequently suffered
the most brutal treatment, in spite of vwhich
I wvas obliged to ‘affect gmety and good hu-
mour, though my soul was stung with re-
sentment amd disdain, and my heart loaded
with grief and affliction, — In the course
"of these nocturnal adventures; I was infected
with the disease, that in a short time rendered
me the object of my own a.b}xorrence, and

.
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‘drove me to the retreat, where your benevo-
lence rescued me from the jaws of death.

So much candour and good sense appeared
in this lady’s Inarration,‘ that I 7oade no scruple
of believing every syllable of what she said;
and expressed my astonishment at the variety
of miseries she had undergone, in so little
time; for all her: mlsformnes had happened
within the compals of two years. — I com-
paled ber situation with my own, and found
At a ‘thousand times more wretched; I had’
endmed hardshlps, ’tis’ true ; my Wholc life
had been a series of such; and -when I-
looked forward, the prospect was not much
bettered, — but then they were become
‘habitual to me, and consequently I could bear

- them with lefs difficulty, — If one scheme

of life should not succeed, I could have
reconrse to another_,'al_ld s0 to a third,
ve\éring about to a thousand different snifts,
according to the emergencies of my fate, with-
L ont forfeiting the dignity of my character,
beyond a power of retrieving it, or sub-
jecting myself wholly to the caprice and
_barbarity of the world. On the ‘other, hand,
she had known and relished the sweets of
prOaperlty, she had been brought R ‘under
the wings of an mdulgent pa_rent, in all the

delicacies te which her sex and rank entitled



284
her; and ywithout any extravagance of hope, .
entertained herself with-the view of uninter-
rupted happinels through the whole scene of
life. — Hovw fatal then, how tormennng,
how intolerable must her reverse of fortune
be! a reverse, that notonly robs her of these
external ‘comforts ; -and plunges her into -all
the miseries of want, but also murthers her
peace of mind, and entails upon her the
curse of eternal infamy! OFf all Profes- :
- sions I pronounced that of a courtezan the
most deplorable; and her, of all courtezans,
the  most unhappy. — She allowed my .
observation to be just in the main, but a_ﬁ
the same time affirmed, that notyithstanding .
the disgraces which had fallent to her share,
she had not been so unlucky, 1 in the condition
of a prostitute’, as many others of the same’
community. — I have often seen, (said she)
"while I strolled aboutthe sireets at inidpighb :
a number of naked wretches, reduced to
xags and filth, huddled together like swme,_?
in-the corner of a dark alley ; some of ‘whom, .
but eighteen months before, 1 had Lnov@ll‘;
the favourites of the town, rolling in affiuence,
and ghttermg in all the pomp of equlpagﬂ
and drefs-« — And indeed ‘the, gradation is
easily" concelved ‘the most fashionable yoman
- of the tawn is, as. liable to contagion, as one
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in a much humbler sphere' she mfects her
: Jadmlrers, her sxmatlou is lmbhc, she 13
avmdcd neglected unable to ‘support her
asual appearauce, whxch however she strives
_to maintain as long as possible, . her credit
- fails, she is obhged to retrench, and become’
a mfrht-walher, her malady gairis ground she

- tampers with her constitution, and -ruins it;
her ‘complexion fades, she grows nauseous to
evely bedy, finds hersfIf reduced to a starv-
o ing condition, is- tempted to pick pockets,
i de*ec;ed» committed to Newgate, vyhere
‘she remains in a mlsuable condmon, ’till she
is dxschalced bccausc the pﬂamhﬁ Sill not ap-
pear-to prosecute her. No body will afford

: her lodging, the fympwms of her distemper
are growr outragoeus, ¢ she sues to be admitted
_into an hospital, VVhEIE she is cured at the
expence. of her nose; sheis turned out naked.

' into the st1eets, de'pends upon the addresses
- of the lowest clals; is fain to allay” the rage
_of hunger and cold with gin, degenerates
mto a blutal msens1b1hty , YOS and dies upon
a dunghﬂl M:scrahle wretch that T am,
Perhaps the same horrors are decreed for me!
— ;No, (eried she, after some pause) I
 shall mever live to such ext,reimty of distrefls!
my own ‘hand shall open 2. way for my de-'
ln eranre; "befoxe I arrive at  that foﬂom

1







