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unexpected intelligence, unceremoniously
delivered ; and while her almost distracted °
husband and daughters were rendering her. -
every assistance, Lord Woodley opened his
letter ; and, after reading a few lines, his
countenance assumed the hue and tone of
horror, and, starting from' his seat ‘like a
r'r'fianiac, he rushed from the room, but no
further than  the antechamber had he
power to goj; for there, subdued by the

“yfell shock he had sustained, he sunk on the
floor, bereft of every facalty.

The noise of his lordship’s fall summoned
instant assistance ; and all; now, became
dire consternation.—From the letter he had
dropped, which was to‘entreat his kind
fraternal - offices for Lysander with his
offended  pavents, the' distracted father
learned his unfortunate child had chosen
for the future partner of his life the
daughter of an obscure farmer in the
neighbourhood, whose extreme beauty was
all she had to boast ; and upon the reco-
very of Lord Woodley, ere his sense of
‘prudence  was = quite reanimated, the
expressions - of dismay and remorse ke
uttered, more thap half revealed to his
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departure, to remove the restraint her
presence might lay their courtesy and

' kindness under, and bidding them such an
adieu as a feeling and grateful heart could
inspire, retarned to her cottage, to cherish
alternately her hopes and fears ; and when
her_thoughts could stray from Montagu
and turn to the sudden transition from
cheerful happiness to consternation and
dlstre';s in the Melcombe family, she sighed
to think Lord Melcombe was thus removed
from giving his testimony to the fact of
her punctuality in writing to her husband,
should Montagu still be influenced ‘to
disbelieve "her,—a testimony shc had
forborne to request, lest it should lead to a
suspicion of who had overwhelmed her
with such affliction ; and whilst the removial
of one of Melcombe Park lords occasioned
her regret, that of the other would have
afforded her pleasure, had it been caused
by any agency but family calamity.

Although poor Adelaide could cherish

o hope of the post bringing her the reply
of Montagu on the morning after her return
to seclusion, yet to evening she looked
for her consolation.










































































































































63
ehief Marian, who now feared she should
have only invention to aid her in her me-
ditated tales, for the ear of the now too
credulous Bouverie.

As Lady Marian meant by her captivat-
ing sweetness of manners, by displaying
her pre-eminent talents and rich stores of
mental cultivation, te strike poor Ade-
laide with firm conviction that her feeble
light could never shine, where so resplen-
dent a luminary blazed with dazzling
brilliancy, she placed our heroine on a
sofa Dbeside her, and commenced her
winning wiles.

At dinner Lady Marian being the ar-
ranger of places, established the Duke be-
tween herself and Mrs. Bouverie; and
while by her artful management, she kept
alive the constant recollection in the minds
of all, that his grace was the silent adorer
of her lovely guest, she ceased not her
brilliant display of intellectual stores, to
astonish and overpower the humility of
the timid Adelaide, to fathom whose
mental endowments and rich funds of in-
formation, her ladyship must have wan-
dered out of her own depth,
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her mathematical knowledge taught her to
discover, thatit was by an ingenious mul-
tiplication, and alternate subtraction, of the
paths, the clew was formed ; and, with
her tablet'in her hand, she had just emerged
from her labyrinth of dangers when she
encountered the whole of the dinner party,
(save Lady Marian,) approaching to ex-
tricate her. '

When Lady Marian returned from
mazing this intended victim to her malice,
she informed Mrs, Gayville of the fine
sport she had prepared for them all, at the
expense of the demure prude, Mrs. Bou-
verie ; and not choosing herself to appear
farther in it, instructed her ready double,
when those of the gentlemen who attended
parade returned, and Mrs. Bouverie and
the duke were missed—then, as if come to
her sudden recollectien, * to announce her
ladyship having desired her, an age before,
to go seek them in the labyrinth, where
she had, by some means, unmtentlonally
on her part, lost them ; and had wearied
herself in their pursuit.” -

Lady Marian, after giving these direc-
‘tions, was immediately summoned by
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¢« Fore George !> exclaimed the general,
“ you have turned the tables, and the laugh
rises against these Merry Wives of Bexhill.
But where are they, until you have your
crow out, duke ?”’

(i Ladv Marian, sir,” said Mrs; Gayville,
¢t was so fatigued in her pursuit of her lost
companions, whom, I can assure the duke,
she had no intention to maze, that she was
compelled to retire to recover herself, and
requested me to go seek Mrs. Bouverie ;
but my little boy falling down, and severely
hurting himself just then, put it out of my
head, and I thought no more about it
until I saw the duke.”

¢¢ Had I not better run, and liberate Mrs.
Bouverie ?”> exclaimed Thornley, eagerly.

¢ Fair and softly, youngster,”” returned
the general—‘‘ Your escort, Mr. Nimble-
shanks, will be insufficient. After the
very great inattention this young stranger

% has experienced, in being suffered so long
to feel the effect of being uninitiated in the
mystery of that d sh place, I must go
myself; and if the whole party attends me,
to assist in making peace for the neglect of
my family, I think 1 shall then have no




83

more than a chance of success :”—and feel-
ing extremely indignant at Mrs. Gayville’s
non-compliance with his dear Marian’s
request, he offered hisarm to Mrs. Warren,
when the whole party set forward, and
found the prisoner enlarged.

The moment the party reached the
drawing-room, General Harley called for
tea, and desired Lady Marian should be
informed it was ready, when in a few
moments Fitzpatrick returned, and, with
something of a not totally suppressed smile,
said— ;

“That her ladyship was much distressed
at being compelled to absent herself from
tea ; but through the extreme fatigue she
had endured, in seeking his Grace of St.
Kilda and Mrs. Bouverie, when they lost
her in the labyrinth, she found she must
remain quiet in her dressing-room a little
onger.”

His grace, stung to the quick at the
invidiousness of sending publicly, in a
message by a servant, a proclamation that
Mis. Bouverie had been wandering®n the
maze with him, exclaimed—

“ Her ladyship had been spared such
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indignant duke, ¢ that neither my message
nor the Lay of the Last Minstrel were
delivered to you, or your ladyship must
know that [ am perfectly innocent of the
crime of fatiguing you, through your
pursuit of me in a place I was a full mile
distant from.”

¢ Nor have I any thing to upbrald my-
self with upon the subject,’” said Adelaide,
calmly, ¢ since the path I trod was that
which Lady Marian placed me in ; and if
that could lead me to err, it was her lady-
ship’s fault, not mine.”

Lady Marian could not effectually
succeed in vailing that both his grace and
our heroine had highly disconcerted her ;
but not wishing to betray her chagrin to
either of them, she endeavoured to over-
whelm them both with the most pointed
attention : but in her manner to Adelaide
was now visible an air of such ill-disguised
triumph, that poor Adelaide, in anguished
terror, augured this striking change as the
convincing harbinger of impending evil,
in some of her dire machinations against
her peace having proved successful ; and,
in trembling dismay, she awaited the
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« My master believed you were dan-
cing ; for when he arrived I told him where
you dined, and that you had ordered the
carriage to be at Marino at half past nine;
but that now he was come, I would send
it immediately for you.””

“ No, no,” he replied in a hurrying
tone; and, as he turned round, I saw by
his countenance he was agitated and not
pleased. ¢ Mrs. Bouverie is dancing ; and
for worlds I would not have her amuse-
ments interrupted.””

¢ Oh, sir!® I said, nothing to her
can prove such happiness as seeing you;
therefore pray allow me to send for her.”

¢« Mrs. Obearn,” he haughtily replied,
I presume to hope I have a will of my own;
and that as the' carriage is mine, I may
have liberty to send it for my own wife
when I please. I now desire you to order
it hot to go for her until half past ten. I
know not that even then the bal/ may be
over. After you have delivered that order,
I will thank you to send me in some tea,”

« Of course I instantly sent him-in tea
and coffee, with every thing which I
thought he might relish, as I found from
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from my breaking heart to awake him ;—
no, not if it had burst in anguish.”

¢ My child! my child! my darling’
Adelaide !’ exclaimed Obearn, frantickly
clasping her in her arms, “talk not in
such tones; look not thus, or you will
_break my heart.”

This action and appeal of Obearn’s re-
called the fleeting senses of the heart-
wrung Adelaide, who bursting into an
agony of tears, Obearn’s dire apprehen-
sions were happily terminated ; and soen
she began to entreat this adored child of
her fond affection to go to her husband
instantly, and remove from his mind some
terrible impression, made by misrepresen-
tation of her conduct, which no doubt
actuated his proceedings.

Adelaide felt the advice of Obearn to
be judicious ; and which, had she been
longer married, she would have followed ;
but now the timidity, the sensitive timi-
dity of her nature led her to recoil from
the idea of entering the chamber of her
husband, to which he had voluntarily re-
tired from hers ; although it was to accom-
plish the important step of her vindication,
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: |y % Marplot, by Captain Thornley ; whose
able and natural performance of that cha-
racter has long obtained for him universal
applause, as a chef-d’euvre of the his-
. \trionic art,”” responded Thornley humor-

LI )

+ Jousl
. g “yI will' not vote for George Barnwell,”
aid the general, ¢ for that Milwood is an
\dious wretch, and George, a poor cre-
lulous nmzmny ; and neither could find a
Jroper representative amongst you. Be-
«des, 1 am decidedly for comedy. What
can be more diverting than the Beaux
Stratagem, or the Recruiting Officer »”

“ A most consistently moral choice for
so fastidious a gentleman, I must con-
fess |” said Lady Marian; “but the Fair
' Penitent is the absolute performance for
‘Friday next. The week following, Mrs.
‘Bouverie may, without a $cruple imbibed
rom her fastidious guardian, honour us, as
jone of our audience, to see our immor-
tal Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet per-
- formed.”

“That indeed,” said the general, ¢ I
"hall like myself, if Mrs. Bouverie is the
‘ ‘uliet, and Thornley, Romeo; since they
X
\
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friends; and your house is unfortunately
too small to admit so overgrown a party.”

¢« Upon that plea, Lady Marian, neces-
sity does not compel me to the mortifica-
tion of admitting your excuse,” Ade-
laide replied with invincible sweetness;
< for however small my abode, I trust
the diligence of inventive hospitality will
always instruct me how to find my dwell-
ing sufficiently capacious to receive, with-
out the limitation of numbers, the friends
of Colonel Bouverie; amongst whom I am
confident he is most anxious to class the
friends of Lady Marian Harley.”

And now addressing Ladies Chatterfield
and Dinwood, and Miss Scribbleton, Ade-
laide made her invitation to them with the
winning grace of highly polished life; un-
tinctured at this moment with any of that
youthful hesitating timidity, which so

" often threw its veil over her fascinations,
amazing them by a native dignity, that
electrified her wily rival with the convic-
tion that she soon would emerge from be-
hind the cloud of bashfulness, an orb of
surpassing brilliancy; and that therefore
ler measures must be prompt, or they
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benevolence, and notone cottage of indi-
gence within two miles of her, but partook
of her bounty, either by clothes or money ;
none where other distresses taught the
heart to moan, but had that cup of con-
solation given them, such as hers and her
nurse’s treasured stores of knowledge in
physic; her kindest sympathy, her heart-
resident piety, and highly cultivated mind
could yield them; and laden with the -
blessings of those she had relieved or com-
forted, she returned to her solitary dinner.

As the bour of dinner passed away with-
out any message from the duke, Adelaide
concluded he had been convinced by his
reason that he ought not to seek her soci-
ety; and she felt joy that it was so; but
how was all this fancied prowess of his
grace’s reason over love dissipated, when,
as she sat forlorn and sad at her tea, the
housemaid, as Dennis and Obearn were
out on ‘a love-inspired stroll to deplore,
unheard by mortal ear, the hard fate of
their darling—announced the Duke of St,
Kilda, who, finding her master was from
home, begged leave to see her mistress, to
leave an ‘important message with her for
the colonel,




















































































































































































Land; and Lady Longuiville’s concert,
from the shores of Italy; to which last en-
tertainment I now do myself the honour
of inviting this present company to my
mansion at twelve o’clock to-morrow ;
and must plead in excuse for the short- -
ness of my notice, that I knew not my-
self ot the musical treat Ishould have to
give my friends, until a few moments be-
fore I left my home.”
“ May we ask how this sudden fit of
" harmony came upon your ladyship ?”” de-
manded Lady Chatterfield.

“It came in a letter from Hastings,
most unexpectedly upon me,” returned
Lady Longuiville, smiling. In short, Lady
Cecilia Armonioso, with her full band,
are on a tour of the watering-places from
Ramsgate to- Exmouth ; and her ladyship
wrote to me to say, ©that having heard I
was in the neighbourhood, she could not
be so near without giving me a delicious
musical treat she knew would charm me ;
and therefore purposed, herself and party,
to breakfast with me to-morrow; and give
me a two-hours’ concert, on their way from
Hastings to Eastbourne.”

VOL, IV, 3
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considering the time her envelopment
in weeds must close her concert rooms-
might be judiciously spent in Italy, for
the further embellishment of her daugh-
ters” beautiful voices thither she went j
and soon struck with conviction of what
an acquisition the master she employed to
improve her girls would prove to her con-
‘certs, she, with Machiavelian policy, mar-
ried Signore Armonioso, to secure him as
leader of her band; while, when all was
arranged for a return to England, her
eldest dauglﬁer, infected by her mother’s
.mania, chose to remain with a first-rate
opera singer, - and has since embraced his
profession in her mania; while the young-
est, since their return, has been sung into
a wretched state of health; and the
second, it is confidently reported, has
fixed her affections upon a public instru-
mental performer, who assists at her mo-
ther’s concerts, and is determined to unite
herself to him the moment she comes: of
age.” : ¢

The conversation now branched off into
the wide field of the dangers arising from
the abuse of talent, and yielding the whole

N 2
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soul to the fascinations of any one pursuit ;
which lasted until Adelaide led her female
guests to the drawing-room.

The moment they -entered the drawing-
room, Miss Scribbleton, to lead to her own
exquisite performance on the harp, en-
treated Mis. Bouverie to allow them the
felicity of hearing her play ; when Lady
Longuiville, for whom Adelaide had sung,
ere they went on their excursion the pre-
ceding evening, requested their treat from
her might be a vocal one.

Adelaide instantly complied ; and poured
into the dismayed ears of Lady Ma-
rian a strain of heart-touching melody
never surpassed; nor did her ladyship re-
cover this terror-inspiring surprise of her
rival’s pre-eminence in a fascinating ac-
complishment, ere the gentlemen came
pouring in from the dining-room.

Adelaide was surprised, though rejoiced
to find, that Montagu treated the general
with. so little ceremony; he left him, as at '
Marino, with Major Gayville, and now
an additional compauion in General Selby,
to proceed in his bacchanalia,

As none of the party chose cards, Bou-
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verie proposed, that the charm of Lady
Longuiville’s musical treat on the mor-
row, should now be anticipated by her
ladyship, Lady Marian, and Miss Scrib-
bleton.

“ Oh, no, no, no!” hastily exclaimed
Lady Marian; ¢ that would be surfeiting
with good things. No: we will walk about
these romantic  copses and-hop-grounds
which surround your cottage ; and when
weary of that pastime, Lady Dinwood will
have the goodness to delight us with some
of her inimitable recitations.”

And now with an air of girlish co-
quetry, and with an inviting glance at
Bouverie, she seized the arm of Mrs. Gay-
ville. to hurry out, as she playfully said,
¢ Be sure not a man of you presumes to
follow us, since we don’t invite you.”

Bouverie, as master of the feast, had
been compelled to drink more wine than
he was accustomed to; his spirits were
therefore elevated above the steady influ-
ence of prudence; and rising in buoyancy
above the dictates of reason, he felt the
glance of invitation as a resistless one; and
snatched the arm of Captain Warren, de-
claring, ¢ They were faitly challenged ;
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and whilst Warren and he went in pursuit
of those who set them at defiance, he
trusted the remaining grand division of
his gallant army would escort those ladies
out, who wished to explore the woods and
wilds.”

Miss Scribbleton thinking it too hard,
always, by submitting to Lady Marian’s
whims, to have her musical abilities laid
aside for her sister’s imitations, now de-
clared her predilection for music was so
great, she should expire through disap-

_pointment, if Lady Longuiville did not
oblige her by a repetition of her beautiful
vocal and piano-forte performance.

Lady Longuivi“e, in the good-hu-
moured urbanity of her nature, instantly
sat to the piano-forte, to oblige Miss Scrib-
bleton; and in the divining spirit of this
wish, really to oblige, her ladyship only
sung one song, to prove no long retard-
ance to the exhibition of the languishing
Eleanora, who joyfully took the harp, and
played on, in determined barbarity ; nor
ceased, until she believed every heart
among her mute auditors was' perforated
by her and her enchanting melody.

At length Lady Dinwood’s mania for
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exhibiting could no longer brook control 5 -
when snatching the harp from her sister;
she sung to her own accompaniment se-
veral ludicrous songs of her own compo-
sition, until she found the risible faculties
of her auditors beginning to contract from
exhaustion; when she judiciously ceased ;
and aflorded an opportunity for Lady Lon-
guiville t8 lure Adelaide into singing a
duet with her; which they did with such
beautiful effect, that their auditors were
fascinated, and entreated for another, and
another duet, until Adelaide’s courage
augmenting, enabled her friends, the Lon-
guivilles, (who were anxious that all her
powers should be called into action against
the spells of the sorceress Marian,) to per-
suade her to venture upon a solo.

The solo now chosen by the heart-trem-
bling Adelaide for this, to lier, arduous at-
tempt, was an ltalian air, of exquisite
beauiy, the composition of Signore Philo-
melli, expressly for her; and taught by
him to her, it was no wonder her perform-
ance was exactly what this great master
-had expected; and that magic, as she
sung, seemed to steal through the listen-
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ing ear in inthralling rapture, to the en-
chanted heart. :

It so happened, that Bouverie, although
strolling in the surrounding woods with
his infatuating Marian, who was endea-
vouring to intoxicate his senses still fur-
ther by the most softening endearments
of her uncontrolled idolatry, felt a sudder
conviction spring up in his mind, which
no blandishment of this siren could lull to
even a temporary rest, that he had acted
indecorously to her, as well as indivi-
dually wrong, in being the one of all the
party, where so many unmarried men were
present, to follow her ladyship on her
lively, though imprudent challenge ; and
to make the impropriety more glaring, by
having selected Captain Warren, the no-
toriously talked-cf favourite of Mrs. Gay-
ville, to be the companion of his pursuit:
nor could all her importunities to retard
their return, prevent his immediately
pointing their footsteps homeward, on the
instant this conviction arose in his mind ;
and they afrived on the lawn just as
Adelaide had got about half way through
her enchanting solo performance ; when
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this strain of surpassing beauty struck on
their ears. The amazed, the fascinated
Bouverie, with uncontrolled rapture ema-
nating from his delighted senses, exclaim-
ed to the terrorized Marian—

“ Oh! it—it is, it is Adelaide, my an-
gelic wife, who sings! I catch the tone of
her seraphic sweetness in every magic
sound now breathed !’

- ¢ No,” cried the wily tempter, it is
the fascinating strains of Lady Longui-
ville. I have heard her before, though you
have not; and I know her exquisite voice
full well. But what is the fascination of
her voice, to that of the voice of love?
One circuit of yonder copse is all T ask,
my idol, ere I re-enter the house. Come
with me, my Montagu, until T impart
something to you, which, if you love as I
do, you will not grieve to hear.”

The infatuated Bouverie accompanied
her in this circuit ; when too soon, in the
intelligence she imparted to him, was lost
every tone of Adelaide’s voice, every re-
collection of her charms, her virtues; and’
all religious and moral obligations swept
from his remembrance ; and Marian and

NS
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her voluntary promise only occupied his
now completely inebriated senses.

Marian, the vile, the wicked Marian,
now secure, had she by a well-timed spell,
closed out the danger-teeming influence of
Adelaide from the heart of her husband
for ever, made no further objection to re-
turning to hear that voice, she, buta mo-
ment before, trembled in terror at; but
music, by this time, was superseded by
Lady Dinwood’s imitations, which conti-
nued until long after the departure of the
Longuivilles.

At length an account was brought to
Lady Marian by Major Gayville, who
could just contrive to preserve his equi-
poise, that her general was alarmingly in-
ebriated ; an alarm, though previously
arranged with this satellite, her ladyship
seemed to take to, as an unexpected one;
and by her fine performance of conjugal
distress, and terrorized apprehension of
consequences, mwh; have deceived any
one more skilled in the deceptions of a
subtile woman, than the guileless Ade-
Jaide ; who, although wondering how Lady
Marian could- be so interested about her

1
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own husband and the husband of ano-
ther at the same time, entertained no sus-
picion of plot, when her ladyship implored
Bouverie to accompany the poor general
to Marino, as he had more self-possession
at all times than any of them ; and when
Bouverie complied with her request, and
got into the coach with the accommodat-
ingly drunken general, a sudden qualm of
conscience led her to declare, ¢ It was her
duty to go with her poor husband, lest
any thing fatal should occur on the road.”

When the coach returned for the second
detachment, word was brought that every
danger was apprehended for the safety of
the general; and when it arrived for the
last party, a verbal message was brought
to Adelaide—

¢« That, as the general was considered
in so precarious a state, Colonel Bouverie
could not think of quitting him; and
therefore would remain at Marino all
night.”’

Adelaide was dreadfu”y shocked by this
intelligence ; yet, in the unsuspecting in-
nocence of her nature, rejoiced that Mon-
tagu had determined to remain at Marino s






CHAPTER XV.

“Dexnis returned with. intelligence from
the servants at Marino, the family not
yet being up, “that they had trundled
the general to bed, as usual; but that
Lady Marian, Colonel Bouverie, and Mrs.
Coleman, had sat up with him until all
their fears of danger had subsided ; and
that his valet had just been into his room,
and found him in a comfortable sleep, ap-
parently quite well.”

From this account, Adelaide’s misery at
being looked upon as an impeding barrier.
to her husband’s happiness was removed ;
and, in better spirits, she dressed, for Lady
Longuiville’s concert, and at whose house
she arrived ere any of the rest of the party :
but soon, by degrees, the whole of the
Bexhill garrison assembled, and were
promptly reinforced by all the Marino
inmates, except the two generals, ‘“ whose
heads ached too much to encounter music
that morning; and Lady Marian and
Colonel Bouverie, whom General Harley
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wished to breakfast with him ; but ere the
concert commenced they would certainly
break from him, unless they had any reason
to entertain new fears for him.”

At length, in slow and sure measure,
baving left Hastings at dawn of day,
arrived two caravans with the musical in-
struments in requisition for Lady Cecilia’s
travelling party, attended by four men,
retained in her ladyship’s service for tra-
velling with and taking care of the instru-
ments, and who now carefully removed
them from the caravan to their places of
temporary destination. ;

Lady Cecilia’s party were too well skilled
in time not to be scientifically in concord
with theirinstruments': for, as the caravans
drove from the door, their barouche and
four whirled up to it; out of which was
ushered in and introduced to the company,
Lady Cecilia Armonioso, a- very fine
looking woman, although past the meridian
of life; the Signor her spose, whom, from
his aspect and gestures, until he spoke, the
alarmed party assembled conceived to be a
Patagonian baboon,—Miss Rosa Grisdale,
pale, emaciated, and coughing ever and
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anon with sepulchral note,—Miss Grisdale,
a very fine blooming girl, of nineteen,—
her intended Signove Fortunato, a very
handsome looking blockhead,—and, to
Adelaide’s great surprise and joy, her fa-
vourites of the professional world of har-
mony she had ever known, Signore and
Signora Philomelli.

Not more pleasure did Adelaide evince
on so unexpectedly seeing this Signor and
Signora, than they demonstrated extrava-
gant joy on recognising her, no longer
bearing any remains of the malady she had
been recovering from when they saw her
before ; and the voluble inquiries they
both made after her voice, and their raptures
at the recollection of its tones, filled the
whole Marino party with amazement, as
Lady Marian bad assured them, ¢ Mrs.
Boaverie’s voice ought not to be admired,.
as it was insignificant in itself; that she
had been vilely taught; had neither taste,
Afeeling, nor science ; while the only thing
correct, relative to her singing, was—her
‘being ashamed of it !’ |

The moment Lady Cecilia heard the
much talked of paragon of the Philomelli’s,
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Mirs. Bouverie, whom they almost deified
as a quirister, was so fortunately present,
she could not allow herself toinhale breath
until she got herself introduced to her;
when ‘she entreated to be admitted to her
friendship, and that she would yield her
* the honour and gratification of her company
to spend a month at Grisdale Park, the en-
suing Christmas.

Adelaide, with the most ineffable sweet-
ness of urbanity, made her acknow-
ledgments, and pronounced the impossibi-
lity of a soldier’s wife forming any engage-
ment for so distant a period.

An elegant déjedné now commenced ;
and as Lady Cecilia intimated, that all who
loved harmony would not delay in the
vulgarism of eating, it was not a very
tedious one, in compliment to this emateur
lady, who came voluntarily so far, fasting,
to delight them ; yet, though rather expe-
ditiously despatched, Lady Dinwood and
the fair Eleanora made good use of their
time,—not partakimg of the good cheer,
but in their better relished employment of
egotizing and informing every stranger of
their universally celebrated talents.
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my invention lie that way.—1 depénd on
my friends for a pretty selectlon of words,
and then I compose my airs.”

¢ TItalian, I presume ?”

¢ Chiefly.” ;

¢t Then you perfectly understand Italian,
to be able te-adapt your compositions

¢ Not 4 word.” »

¢ I thought you had been in Italy !”

“So I was; but I only learned to sing
there ; I had no time to thmk of the lan-
guage ”’

Miss Scribbleton shrugged her shoulders,
and begged leave ¢ tosend her a volume
of her sonnets;—Lnglish, French, Italian,
German, Spanish, and Persian ;—as she |
presumed to hope, from the fame the literati
and public at large had bestowed upon
them, that some of them might be deemed
worthy of being set to music by her.” ‘

But in this offer of a supply from all
nations, Miss Scribbletan forgot to name |
the different translators she had employed
to put her few English sonnets into varlous
languages!

The concert at length commenced ; Al
“nothing could be ﬁner than the perform-
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ance of this travelling party ; and, although
well assured of their own super-excellence,
[they did not monopolize the whole of the
harmonic exertion to themselves ; ' since
every one, who could play or sing, they
invited with so much politesse to join them,
or aid the amusement by solo, that few
could decline ; and when they complied,
received such kind encouragement and
animated applause, thateven the most timid
were induced to oblige them ; so that
Adelaide would have found it difficult to
utter a negative, even had not Signore Phi-
lomelli been present ; but to him she could
not say a nay; and even in the first act
the voice of Adelaide was heard in its most
touching fascinations.

It was in the cessation after the first act
that Lady Marian, tenderly leaning on
the arm of Bouverie, walked the short
distance from Marino; and, in full view
of the large party assembled at Sir
Charles’s, slow as foot could fall, coquet-
ishly tarrying on the way to prolong their

| walk, while, in studied attitudes, to display-

the fine symmetry of her form, she stopped
Mo point out some new beauty on the
wide expanse of water.
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At length, though slow was their pace, L
and unwilling their foot- falls, they did
arrive ; and were about to enter the saloon|
which opened upon the lawn, when the
first object that struck the view of Montagu
was his wife ;—his wife, in all the irra.
diation of transcendent beauty and- hea
venly innocence;—when instantly a pang
more direfal than had ever assailed his
‘heart shot through his bosom ;~it seemed
like the agony awakened by a tantalizing‘\
view of Paradise that he had despoiled him-
self of for ever; and unable, at that|
moment, to stand in her presence, he
dropped the arm of her he had sworn the
devotion of his whole soul to, and, likea
culprit flying from justice, he suddenly
retreated.

As Lady Marian was not new to wedded
transgression, her self-possession failed her
not, on sight of a being she had injured 0
and although she felt hurt and awkward at
this apparently strange dereliction of her
obsequious conductor in sucha conspicuous
moment, yet she made her entrée, not only
unembarrassed, but rather with an air of |
triumph, as if conscious of meriting the
adoration of the world
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Montagu had not flown a dozen paces

| assailed him of how. strange, how suspi-
;| cious his conduet must appear to all ob-

servers ; and now in high alarm, lest sus-

.| picion should be awakened against the

fame of the idol of his homage, who had
been led from her inherent purity, through

\adoration of him; he rallied all the, firm-

ness of his mind to brave the presence of
his wife.

And now, in unison with that system of
 deceit he was involved in, he took a hasty
way back to Marino, as if some suddenly
recollected business there was the cause of
his abrupt retreat ; and after takiﬁg a cir-
cuit of the hall, he returned to Sir Charles
Longuiville’s, tolerably composed; again
io be heart-rived by his wife, who, not
having perceived his extraordinary flight,
(with an enchanting smile of animated joy
and sweetness, motioned for his approach :
yet this fascinating invitation of affection
retarded, more than it propelled, the ad-
vance of Montagu ; for it pierced his con-

;";fﬁeience, and led him the most circuitous,

intricate way of lingering unwillingness,
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f
to the back of the chaise longue, where
Adeclaide was s‘itting, to go through the5
torturing ceremony of taking her by the/
band, and paying his morning compli.
ments to her. :

But although he thus kept himselfin the
back-ground, to escape the scrutiny of
his countenance by her; yet the tremour of
his hand, and the low tone of his voice,
at once awakened suspicion in the mind of
Adelaide—the suspicion of his being ill |
when rapidly turning round more fully to
view him, her apprehensions eaught new
force from his aspect; and with torturing
tenderness she made known her fears; and
feelingly deplored his alarm about the ge-
neral, and sitting up to watch him, as the
cause. '

With difficulty Montagu sustained his?
power of standing, whilst he falteringly
assured her he was not ill—¢¢ only a little
nervous ; a little deranged, from having|
the preceding day, in compliance with the
rites of hospitality, drank a little more
freely than he was accustomed to do.”

¢ Hospitality is so sweet, so social 3
virtue,” Adelaide replied, . ¢ that one ought

h
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CHAPTER XVII,

Str Charles and Lady Longuiville, dread-
ing the saddening influence of solitude
upon the young and susceptible mind of
- Adelaide in this heart-riving season of mor-
tifying dereliction, persuaded her to promise
" to accompany them, the succeeding day,
after their attendance at church, to walk on
the fort at Hastings ; and, at the appointed
hour, she proceeded with them in thei;
barouche to  this fashionable Sunday-
morning promenade, where they were in-
stantly joined by a phalanx of Sir Charles’s
,Yegiment. :
As the fort was not yet very numerously
attended, Adelaide promptly recognised
three very showy looking young women,
one married, two single, whom she had seen
at the Hastings’ ball, as three of the most
adulated belles there, whom the officers
of the Z. Militia had been almost ready to
pistol each other to obtain the honour of
(dancing with, now gayly dressed in the
'most fashionable style of fashion’s apes,
. VoL. 1V, P
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swain at the disgrace likely to be entailed
‘upon the whole corps, through tlleJust ris
dicule awakened by their neglecting proper
acquamtances, to devote thelr time and ad-
miration to the wife of a turnkey and the
daughters of a bumbailiff.”

“ Not quite so bad as that, elther Sigie
said one of the shop-attendants; ¢ I un-
derstand they are creditable shopk' epers-
in the Borough.” _

¢ Faugh ! was now the regimental note.

*The husband a tallow- chandler, the
father a great cheesemonger !”

“ Faugh! and doubly faugh!”" ex-
claimed the old don, as he flew out upon
the beach in a rage, continned Sykes, -
“ leaving the repentant adulators to vow
most vehemently, never in future, was there
even a famine of female society in the land,
so much as to touch their hats to a woman,
till her male relatives pass muster.””

Our Bexhill party now amused them-
selves with speculating upon what the poor
L. would devise to get rid of their
evening’s engagement, until Adelaide said,
~ “Ishould advise their ‘petitioning the
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to make for the forsaken spot, there to sit
on the rampart, and inhale the sea-breezes,
unannoyed by the multitude.
< Agreed,” said Sir Charles, smiling ;
¢ not that I build much hope upon any of
our manceuvres for escaping the pxess of the
multitude, this bout.>’
Accordingly they accomplished a retreat
i o the deserted termination: but ere they
were seated, Adelaide, in chagrin, beheld
the multitnde ranged close before them,
but changed now intoa stationary throng ;
or-if a movement took place, it was by
some one penetrating the front rank of fas-
cinated = gazers, overwhelming her with
amazement and curiosity to learn what
possessed  the people ? sinee, never before
having been where she could attract the
eye of public admiration, it now never
entered her ‘thoughts that she herself was
the magnet ; but at length, concluding it
must be the beauty of the hussar uniform
that transfixed the multitude to gape at
their party, she looked upon the enchanted
throng with all the happy composure of
unconsciousness.
While the Longuiville party thus con-
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*“ What will the world, even the little
world assembled here, attribute iny want
of taste—nay, of absolute power of vision
to, for thus forsaking my wife for a woman,
who, although lovely, accomplished, and
seductive in manners, is in all things infe-.

rior, infinitely inferior to my wife?—And
have I then, maniac that Lam! have I given
for even one moment a decided. preference
in my heart from my peerless Adelaide to
another >—Have I rendered myself unwor-
thy of my angel wife >—Have I shackled
my honour to bind me for ever from her?
And for whom have I made such sacrifices?
For a defaulter in chastxty a woman of
unquestionably a radically impure mind.”

As the torturing ideas of his own trans-~
gressions darted into the imagination of
Bouverie, he mvofnntanly slackened his
speed to approach his wife, when the allies
of Lady Marian in his bosom aroused them-
selves to exercise their influence in her
favour, 1epresentmg her adoration of him
as the source of annihilation to her virtue :
butstill, veneration for allthat Lady Marian
had abandoned, with a glowing. reminis.’
cence of the fascmatlons of purity in his

matchless wife, arose to crush the sophism
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some mere acquaintance,~and herself, as
belonging to other friends, struck with the
terrible shock of horrid anticipation of
eternal separation to the heart of Bouverie ;
who mechanically inquired,—-

‘““ Why she went so soon ?*’

¢ Because,” she replied, ¢ Sir Charles
and Lady Longuiville are going to accom-
pany me to evening service, in my ‘own
little sequestered church, and then to dine
with me, in friendly trio.” :

“8o 5012 thought Bouverie, ¢ she ceases
even to expect me; and with what com-
posure she submits.”—* Why only a trio,
Adelaide ?”” he said. 3 _

‘““ Ah! Montagu,” she responded, with
a painfal sigh, “T must cherish no hope,—
for repeated disappointments tell me it is
vain,—of that addition to our party which
most I wish for.—But pray, dear Montagu,
tell me ere we now part, is Thursday a day
agreeable to Lady Marian, for the little
dance she claims from me?”

* “Perfectly. Shehas commissioned Thorn-
ley to go to Castle-Cottage,and tell you so,
this evening.” i '

~ % Alas? thought Adelaide, withanother
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painful sigh, ¢ you are not returning this
evening, or you could have performed this
mission for her.” g

At this moment Captain Warren arrived,
to summon Bouverie to a consultation, at
the other extremity of the fort, relative to
a field-day Lady Marian was kindly pro-
jecting, to rescue the Z militia from
an embarrassing engagement.

Bouverie felt an inexplicable degree of
painful reluctance he could not conquer, at'
the idea of quitting Adelaide ; butalthough
certain of direfully offending Lady Marian,
by daring to linger one moment after re-
ceiving her summons, he persevered by the
side of his wife, until he conducted her to
the equipage of Sir Charles Longuiville;
now drawn up at the entrance to the fort. -

As the carriage moved away, and the
heart-wrung Adelaide kissed her hand in
adieu to her adored husband, he internally
murmured—* She asked me not when I
‘should be at home!—expressed no wish to'
see me there!—Oh! Adelaide t—my own
wedded Adelaide! have I then, as T merit,
lost your once tender affection >—Have'
those repeated disappointments you glanced
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at, taught you indeed no lopger to expect
pine; and this mortifying philosophy, so re-
signedly to sustain my absence ?”

And now, in melancholy pensiveness,
Bouverie gazed wistfully after the barouche,
as long as he could’ discern a fold of Ade-
laide’s drapery; and then, with a groan-
clad sigh, he took the arm of the amazedly
observing Warren, and silently and slowly

"paced his way to the impatient and dread-
fully alarmed Marian.

As Lady Marian had encountered the
mortification of not attracting one station-
ary gazer, even after Adelaide’s depar-
ture had unchained the pedestrian faculties
of the admiring multitude, she soon com-
_plained, the power of the unimpeded sun-
beams was subduing. her; and ordering
the carriages up, set out for home in the
curricle with Bouverie ; but in such indig-
na.ht ire with him, for his alarming tru-.
ancy, she deigned not to utter one word to
him, until they reached Bulverhithe ; when
from Bouverie’s correspondent silence, and
from his never having glanced even one look
at her, to discover if she was relenting from.
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tibility permitted her opening this heart-
prized treasure.

‘But when she opened it, and read itg
beautiful and affecting lines addressed to
her and Montagu, feeling subdued her, and
with bursting heart and streaming eyes she
in anguish lamented her dear guardian’s
high-raised hopes, of her marriage proving
an aunspicious one, being, hke her own; 50
cruelly blighted.

The ship which had taken the account of
Adelaide’s marriage to Falkland had been
detained by adverse winds and some inci-
dental disasters some weeks longer than
prosperous voyage would have wafted her
out in: but when it did at length convey
the welcome intelligence of his long fondly
cherished wish being realized, by the union
of the child of his tender care, the idol of
his paternal affection, with the man, whom
from the universe he would have selected
for her, his heart was so filled with ge-|
nuine rapture, that he delayed not one mo- |
ment unnecessarily to write his approba-
tion, his congratulauons, his joy, his
blessing : and although he did so, in the en-
thusiasm of his ardent feelings; yet all was,
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~have been that happiness he had so like a
maniac destroyed.
‘But just at one o’clock, as Montagu
was intimating a tender wish that his
lovely wife would permit him to take her
out in the curricle, to counteract the ef-
fect so much fatigue, in her beautiful ar-
rangements, might have upon her; Ma-
jor Gayville was-announced ; and Bou- .
verie, in no very willing mood, proceeded
to the drawing-room, to receive him.
¢« Major Gayvnlie, as the zealous friend
of Bouverie, whose Platonic attachment to
Lady Marian he acknowledged his wife
~ had confided to Lhim, ¢ was now come,” he
said, ¢ to intimate to him, what in ho-
nour and conscience he thonght he ought;
that the not to be concealed mental an-
guish, his absenting himself that morning
ﬁom Marino, without accounting for the
cause to Lady Marian, had overwhelmed
her with, would unquestionably subdue
her into a similarly dangerous attack, to
that she had so recently experienced ; or,
at least, awaken suspicion in the gene-
ral’s mind; of her attachment to another,
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imprudent passion; yet it ought to work
its weaning eflorts by degrees; and not
by harsh instantaneous measures, such as
no gentle nature, no idolizing susceptibi-
lity, like Lady Marian’s, could sustain ;
and therefore he was come to advise his
dear friend to go without delay, to con-
sole her for his truancy of the morning
or he would find her incapable, from an-
guish of heart, to attend Mrs. Bouverie’s
ball in the evening ; which might lead to
some suspicions, fatal te her fame ; if not
.some fell catastrophe to her life ere morn-
ing.” : A 7E
~ Never did Machiavelian statesman more
subtilely draw his arguments to deceive,
thén this wily ambassador of a worthless
woman. The konour, the gratitude, the
humanity, of the feeling-hearted Montagu,
were all successfully assailed; and to save
Marian from detection, and from despair,
he now felt all those powerful voices call-
ing loudly to him, to tear himself from
Adelaide ; ¢ who loved him not like Ma-
rian ; who had made no sacrifice of her
hopes, even of eternity, to him, like Ma-
rian; who held no claims, like her, upon
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 this constant separation, with present in-
difference; and preparing for us a life of
future apathy. Tell him from me, that had
‘he a daughter in my place, he would not
thank the man who, for his own views,
thus lured away her busband from her.”?
. This was the first sound, like marmur,
that had escaped the lips of Adelaide to
Bouverie ; and the delicacy it was couched
in, avoiding even the shadow of a glance at
Lady Marian, as the cause of her too justly
founded complaint. penetrated to his heart,
with more resistless effect, than all the ex-
postulations, in the power of argument, or
reproach,-in which the name of Marian
had been hinted at, could have done ; and
in this moment of subjugated feeling, he
seemed to forget all Marian’s claims; for
clasping his wife to his bosom, he enthu-
siastically exclaimed—

¢ No future life of apathy awaits us!
No, my own Adelaide! I will break
from my inthralment, and—I—I—I hope,
in time—we may be happy,” he falter-
ingly added, after a sudden recollection of
the direful entanglement that had at pre-
sent rendered him unworthy of the pure,
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| Jowing the charms and virtues of a woman
ywho felt no excess of adoration for him,
thus to lure his tenderness from her, he
unwillingly retired to dress; when, the
moment he left Adelaide, she, in her turn,
became the theme of accusation against.
him, and her claims so hung upon his.
heart, and ber injuries so writhed his con-
| science, that scarcely a more miserable man
fcould be found in existence than he was,
when he descended from his toilet to join
his fascinating wife.

Lady Marian, in full conviction of Ade-
laide’s female acquaintance in the neigh-
bourhood being more circumscribed than .
even her own, never once thought of in-
quiring from Bouverie, ¢¢ What ladies were
tograce Castle Cottage ball?” but secure
of there being her own party, and the
Longuivilles only, she had determined, for
the purpose of annoying her hated rival,
mot to dance; and had instructed Mrs,
Gayville to be equally unaccommodating,
o make the dearth of dancers appear still
|more absurd, in the immense Gothic
ball-room,

Her ladyship also intended, that her own

voL, 1vV. R
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| but, to her great surprise, she received not
an excuse from any individual, so that she
had the pleasure of collecting more youth,
| beauty, and fashion, at her ball, than coun-
try balls often boast, to the infinite cha-
grin of Lady Marian ; and as there were
so many women of rank superior to her
own present, she dreaded the necessity of
ctiquette would call Bouverie from the
rcontinued influence of her machinations ;
yet even in this alarm she found a conso-
lation, since, if he was thus drawn from
her, he would be equally so from the
{contagion of Adelaide’s poisons.
Lady Marian augured truly; for she
[had only a just portion of Bouverie’s at-
lentions ; or rather, we ought to have said,
lss than any other of his guests, since,
|mxious to fly from the misery which op-
|pessed him, he was assiduous to shun
the two beings who occasioned it; and
vhile Marian and Adelaide appeared the
|least attended to by him in the assem-
blage, they occupied, alternately, his every
| thought.

Gratitude and shackled honour still lead-
ing him' to the pensive love-lorn Marian,

R 2
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ten awakened blush of her native timidity,
gave brilliancy to her bloom, whilst, the
continual running fire of en passant lively
dialogue she was engaged in, as she moved
from one group to another, gave to her
countenance and air a tone of unavoid-
able animation, that led Montagu to be-
lieve, love in her bosom was a calm com-
‘panion, which could know nothing of the
acute misery that wrung his heart and
Marian’s.

As the wary Marian had manceuvred

to secure Bouverie as her partner for the
supper-set, she had the transport of being
conducted by him to the Nereide’s grotto 3
where a greater sensation had never been
awakened in the bosoms of any individuals,
of admiration and amazement, than was
here excited ; all wondering how Mrs.
Bouverie had discovered such large and
beautiful rooms for her use.
. Major Gayville, at length, impertinently
curious, cut a hole in the hangings, to
discover what they concealed ; when, proud
of the secret he had penetrated, publicly
announced, “That the Nereide had grot-
lofied a common barn !”
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Lady Marian, in despite of her impel-
lent policy to appear amiable in the eyes
of Bouverie, had been panting the whole
evening for an opportunity of being mali-
cious to Adelaide ; and now irresistibly
propelled to indulge in her wish, uttered:
a cry of terror, and sprung from her seat,
exclaiming,— ’

« A barn! Oh, heavens! It is thronged
with rats ! and they will rush out upon us,
to devour these viands !’ .

And ere Bouverie could announce her
fears were groundless, she had flown from
the fear-inspiring barn to the drawing-
room, followed by Lady Dinwood, who did
not like the correct aspect of the party she
had unwittingly taken her place among,
and by one or two ladies more, who
thought it interesting to be easily alarmed.

Adelaide sent Sir Charles Longuiville
and Captain Hope to assure them their
migration was unnecessary ; but nothing
could convince those who determined to
close their eyes upon conviction ; and as
Bouverie had joined them upon the same
mission, the fair fugitives entreated his in-
terest to obtain for them some provisions;
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Lady Dinwood, from her congeniality
of propensity, instantly became a magne
of resistless attraction to him ; and aiding
and encouraging each other, they at length
became the Punchinello and his wife,
who convulsed the whole room with risib;-
lity, save Lady Marian, who was too love-"
Iorn, and Montagu, who was too miser-
able, to be influenced by them ; and from
one absurdity to another, they at last com-
menced a dispute upon which could play
the rattle longest, without cessation, or
suffering emnuz to assail their compa-
nions. ‘

- This amicable dispute could only be de-
cided by wager, which they promptly ar-
ranged in the wild imagination of their
eccentricity. The bet, one hundred gui--
neas, to be determined by umpire, three
on each side ; who were, in recompense for
the toil of watching them from that mo-
ment, until the sun next went down, to
be entitled to receive from the loser a
masquerade, to cost, if the lady failed in
her exertions, two hundred guineas ; but
if even a fraction, more or less, could be
proved on her bills, she was to submit to
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s the sentence of total silence for one ca-
lendar month ; yet, as afavour, it might
.be fixed for February, if she properly peti-
ioned for it: while, if the gentleman
.proved the unfortunate defunct in spirit,
the masquerade given by him was to cost
the precise sum of five hundred guineas
and eleven farthings; if more, or less, he
then was:to portion off fifteen couples for
‘the altar of Hymen, all mutually lame,
‘blind, or deformed, in the course of fifteen
weeks, or pay five thousand guineas to
Lady Dinwood. i ; :
The umpire fixed on by her ladyship, on
her part, were Colonel Bouverie, Cap-
tains Warren and Thornley ; those selected
by her mirthful competitor, Lady Marian
‘Harley, Mrs. Gayville, and Mrs. Warren.
'+ The opponents in this contest for pre-
eminence in whimsicality, agreed to act s6
far in concert, that they were neither to
seek rest, or even drop their eye-lids, until
the-sun next sunk beneath the horizon’
that they were both, on quitting Castle
Cottage, to adjourn to Marino, where
they were to act their vivacities for two

hours; then to walk arm in arm to Hagt-
B S
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ings, muttering their wayward fancies the
whole way; then to adjourn to a public
breakfast, at her ladyship’s house ; from
whence, about two o’clock, they were
both to sally on donkeys in a race to
Fairlight, where they were to give their
mutual recitations and imitations in the
mess-room, ‘and then adjourn to the
Swan Inn, to a dinner, given for the oc-
casion by Captain Crosby, where they
were to vie in entertaining the guests un-
til the sun went down.

As a lady had done him the honour of

electing him a judge in her cause, Bou-
verie could not in possibility decline it;
but he much wondered Lady Marian could
agree to so fatiguing and unfeminine an
undertaking, through a protracted scene
of folly, dissipation, and annoying frivo-
lity ; but she promptly pleaded an excuse,
that silenced all his censures.
. ¢ For,” she said, it was to be present
where necessity must enchain him for so
many hours, that induced her to brave
such annoyance and fatigue ; since in his
society only could she now exist.”

This new proof of the adoration of his
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Marian, led Bouverie once more to a pain-
ful contemplation of the contrast in the
affection of his wife and paramour ; and he
was employed, now deifying Lady Marian,
as the goddess of love, and ingeniously
tormenting himself with searching out
proofs of his wife’s affection for him being
merely that imbibed from friendship,
when Adelaide, attended by Captain
Hope, entered the drawing-room, to pay
her civilities to the emigrants assembled
there.

Wounded to the soul at Montagu’s for-
saking his more respectable guests for the
invidious Lady Marian, and pierced
through the heart at his leaving her, timid
and inexperienced as she was, solely to do
the honours of a ball she had given wholly
to oblige him, for the entertainment of her
rival, that he might dedicate himself ex-
clusively to the society of that dangerous
giva], Adelaide entered the room ; and in
her natural resentment to Montagu, her
manner to him betrayed an evident shade
gf formality, when he, in jealous retalia-
tion, met her formality with frigid reserve,

that almost wore the aspect of aversion.
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Poor Adelaide, nearly sabdued from her
efforts for firmness by her husband’s heart-
riving manner to her, now apparently lis-
tened to all the communications presented
to her ear, relative to the pending wager ;
but her thoughts were rivetted on Mon=
tagu, and his inconsistency of conduct
towards her; one'moment awakening her
hopes to' the fullest glow of happy ex-
pectation, only the next to plunge her
more deeply into the gulf of* anguished
disappointment ; nor did one word ad-
dressed to her, make its way to her coms
prehension, until she heard Montagu was to
attend these notoriety-candidates through
their andertaking. i
~ Instantly the resentment of Adelaide
~was vanquished by tender anxiety ; and
now, only remembering her husband was
unhappy, and certainly not well, de-
plored his being subject to such fatigue, in
a tone that was subduing every doubt of
her tenderness for him, in the mind of the
enraptured Bouverie; when the warily
observing Marian, laying her hand in gen-
tle pressure upon Bouverie’s, reminded
him, that he was infringing his duty, as
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an umpire, by attending to any one but
Lady Dinwood and her opponent.

Adelaide, now provoked out of her na-
tural gentle forbearance, resolved to sub-
vert the plots of Lady Marian as long as
she remained at Castle Cottage, by de-
claring, “The vigil of the umpire could-
not, in honour to her, commence, until
her ball wasended ; since she had first en-
gaged their individual aid, in adding to,
whilst they received pleasure from, the pre-
sent scene; nor could she either permit
the powers of Lady Dinwood, or Captain
Crosby, to be libelled, where she reigned
Lady Paramount, by the insulting suspi-
cion of their requiring observers to see
they adhered to their accustomed practice
of being unfalteringly witty and entertaine
ing ;> and having with considerable exer-.
tion uttered this decree with firmness, she
turned to Captain Hope, told him she was
ready to join the corps de ballet, and hur-.
ried away, to conceal her rising feelings
from the observation of the malicious
Marian.

Bouverie, in the full glow of those emo-
tions awakened by Adelaide’s evident in-
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terest for him, would have followed her to
the ball-room, had not the wily Marian
instantly performed a swoon, which, from
having omitted her rouge, she managed
very naturally ; and at & more convenient
season she could not have arranged it,
since all had flown off after our heroine to
the ball-room, except Lady Dinwood, Mrs.
Gayville, and Captain Warren ; so_ that
the pity-assailing movements .of the scene
had no restraining veil thrown over them;
and when she judged it time to come to
herself, in soft languishment, she scrupled
not, from fear of invidious remarks, to rest
her head upon Bouverie’s supporting
shoulder, and whisper to him,—

¢ That it was horror which had so sud-
denly subdued her, in the apprehension of
a tarnished fame, through detection ; since
the look his wife had cast upon her, as she
retired, told her forcibly she cherished
suspicion of her.”

When Lady Marian evmced to her
friends she had fainted long enough for
her purpose, the peeress flew off to the
ball-room, lest, she said, people should con-
ceive she was resting her spirits; and as
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Mis. Gayville and Captain Warren had
secrets of their own to talk of, while their
piesence was necessary as a sanction, they
interrupted not the further progress of the
artful Marian, in #the effect her swoon of
sensitive delicacy of feeling had made 'upon
the pity, the interest, the honour of Bou-
verie, who remained thus spell-bound by
this enchantress ; forgetting his courtesy
to his other guests, until they were all
nearly departed.
- Lady Dinwood and Captain Crosby
whirling into the drawing-room together,
in the grotesque measure of a caricature
waltz, first disturbed this partee carrée,
when Bouverie learned that all the guests
were gone, except the wager adherents,
and a very few more.

¢ For even the Duke of St. Kilda and
Captain Hope had departed,” Lady
Dinwood said, with a sneer, *“in their
anxious wishes for every impediment be-
ing promptly removed to the delectable
Mrs. Bouverie soon seeking the refresh- -
ment of balmy sleep.”’

Montagu, now in shame and contrition
at having been lured thus into reprehen-
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sible omission to those who had honoured
him with their company, and not a little
indignant at the sneer with which her
ladyship mentioned the departure of his
grace and Captain Hope, he, scarcely
knowing what he articulated, demanded,--

““ Where, then, is Adelaide ?”’

“ With one footin the grave, as I have
already told you,” replied Lady Dinwood,
laughing; “ but cherish Hope, as your fair
lady evidently does.” ;

T do, madam, with Faith, and even
with Charity to:; since I place to the
rattling contest you are engaged in all
you have uttered ; not to the unkind wish
of meaning to alarm me ;” returned Mon-
tagu, with more marked displeasure than
had been expected ; proving to all around
him, that he held a disposition within
him to war against all who should pre-
sume to imagine a censure against the pro=
priety of his wife in all things. :

The wary Marian promptly penetrating,
that Bouverie meditated an escape to this
dangerous Adelaide, eagerly manceuvred
to detain him, until a very elegant déjetiné
was brought in; at which, when they
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were all seated, and no Adelaide appeared,
wMontégu broke through every impeding
‘épell, that would have severed him from
her, and in trembling impatience went
to seek this interesting truant, whom he
found in the ball-room, seated at breakfast -
with a small party, who had rallied round
her, from different causes; Lady Chatter-
field, who dreaded the quizzing of Lady
Dinwood, in her now unrestrained career
of frolic, and thought it sound policy to
keep out of her way ; Miss Scribbleton,
who knew she could have no chance of
being attended to, where her sister and
Captain Crosby were the objects of uni-
versal gaze ; Mrs. Warren, who chose to
remain ‘where the majority of men were to
be found; Colonel Londsdale, and Captain
Thornley, for the gratification of being
where they might gaze with hopeless admi-
ration upon their beautiful hostess ; Co-
lonel Redoubt, detained by an accident
happening to his carriage ; and a few of-
ficers of the Z militia, waiting to at-
|tend Captain Crosby through his undera
taking.

i “ Dear Adelaide,” exclaimed Bouverie,
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% Qh, well!” said Adelaide, smiling,
“I will not be so hard upon my colonel
this time, in consideration of its being his
first trespass: 1 will only take to my bed
for a few hours; my physician, apothe-
cary, and nurse, comprised in that effica-
cious friend, Somnus; and the only bill -
I'shall produce to him, is a bill of health.”

Montagu, who had been sensibly\ hurt
by Adelaide’s first speech, was now so
subdued by the sweetness with which she
parried Colonel Redoubt’s implied censure
of his truancy, that, the most contrite of
penitents, he sat down by her, and fal-
teringly asked her for some tea.

Adelaide instantly presented him a cup,
with a hand, though tremulous, not more
paralyzed than the one which received it.

¢« Indeed, Colonel Redoubt,”” said Bou-
verie, after he had recovered a little from
the emotion his wife had awakened in his
bosom, ¢ I did not voluntarily desert the
majority of my respected guests, or leave
Mrs. Bouverie to such unaided toil: but I
was completely trepanned into transgres-
sion during supper; and, since then, my
duty in humanity made an exile of me,
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anawkward appeal to her; “or what a good
stock of animal spirits may carry any one
through.”

“Yes,” cried Miss Scribbleton, who had,
like her aunt, imbibed hatred to Lady’
Marian, and from a similar cause; ¢ but
oir dear and charming’ friend is not in
girits now to carry her through any
thing ;—at least so she wishes it to be
understood.” . :

¢ Probably,” said Lady Chatterfield,
“she may have some plan to effect by
pallid looks and low spirits,—some one’s
pity to move.—A trip to Buxton, perhaps,
at heart, which she wants to work upon
the general’s commiseration to come into.
IWe have heard of such stratagems ere now,
Colonel Redoubt. However, ladies who
ae in the habit of wearing rouge may as
well omit leaving it off for an auxiliary,
(since it only serves to make them look
lideous, repelling that interest they wish
to awaken ; not like you and me, Mrs.
Bouverie, and, indeed, my niece Eleanora,
who are rouged and blanched by ¢ Nature’s
Wn sweet and eunning hand,” which
makes feeling speak eloquently by the com-

¥
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plexion. Lady Marian now, to-night, re-
mained undeviatingly ghastly through the
evening ; while the exits and entrances of
Colonel Bouverie made the York or Lan-
castrian badge to appear alternately on the
cheeks of his wife ; and indeed, Colonel, I
must say, no wonder if you are spoiled, to
have a wife like yours, in the midst of the
homage of evident adorers and universal
admiration, with all her thoughts monopo-
lized by you, her spirits actuated by your
presence or your absence! Oh fy! my
dear, you ought to teara leaf out of your
friend Lady Marian’s book, and learn from
it, not to be such a Goth as to regard your
own husband !”’ :

At this very moment Lady Marian
herself appeared, leaning on the arm of
Captain Warren, ¢¢ come,’’ she said, ‘¢ to
inquire how the fair mistress of their revels
found herselfafter her exertion 2’ Instantly
Bouverie arose, resigned his seat by Ade-
laide to her ladyship, and precipitately fled
from the room into the grounds, there to
contemplate upon the delineation Lady
Chatterfield had presented to his view of
his wife and paramour, and to think over, :

w
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in his enraptured fancy, the amiable con-
duct of the former both to himself and
when invited tojoin in censuring the latter,
Lady Marian having left her party, they
all quickly followed her to the ball-room,
where the Momus votaries played their
pranks and uttered bon mots until the ar-
|tival of the carriages that were to convey
them to Marino, when Bouverie was called
for, who, having been last seen escaping
to the grounds, Captain Crosby undertook
o call him in, which he set about by an
wmirable imitation of the huntsman and
hounds in all their vocal notes through
ery evolution of a chase, to which Lady
Dinwood acted as a most accurately and
{lleasingly managed echo.
By this exploit they succeeded in draw-
ng Bouverie from his cogitations, who
feturned so  deeply impressed with a
\horough conviction of his' misdemeanours
|owards his inestimable wife, that, in all
[t humility of true penitence, he dared
[0t touch her hand, though he panted to
hsp her to his bosom, when he said, adien!
‘din the moment, now of anguish to him,
i which he found himself compelled to
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cies ; and neither permitted me to give
you a ball this week, or purchase those sa-
ble skins for you ; which sums, even this
week expended, youn -so well knew, that
justice had a better claim to: however, as
what is past.cannot be recalled, inform this
creditor his demand shall bhe paid next
week ; for immediately after this ball to
Adelaide is given, I will go to London,
and raise this money for you.” -
And now, as Lady Marian was so sub-
dued by her feelings, it was not in huma-
nity to permit her return, in such a state
of agitation, to Marino alone; and when
arrived there, she found consultations ne-
cessary,'upon the letter she must send to
disarm the threatened, hostility of the bro-
ther of Coleman; her gratitude to Bou-
verie wanted, too, to breathe .its dulcet en-
chantments; and her griefs and alarms re-
quired the balm of his loved presence to
compose, to enable her to get through her
performance ofJuliet'that.eveni_ng; and so
the balm to poor Adelaide’s  griefs and:
alarms was withheld from them ; for Bou-
verie was detaived by the spells of art the.
whole day from his home,

.
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Adelaide, pale and dejected, Yét still
interestingly lovely, set out at length to
fulfil her engagement of accompanying
the Longuivilles to Marino. Her bursting
heart told her, ¢ that home was her best
refuge to hide her sorrows in :”” but a sort
of desperate firmness seemed to lead her on
to the place she should behold her hus-
band in, to see how he would deport him-
self to her; to learn whether he could, or
would, make any exeuse for two whole
days-of absence ; in short, to aim at the
dxscovery, if Hope was ever more to be an
imate of her bosom. S

The ‘anxiety of the neighbourhood to
view 'the performance, fully meeting the
wishes of Lady Marian, her little theatre
was:thronged ‘to an overflow ; however,
Adelaide and her party were excellently
well accommodated with places, which
our poor heroine had the gratification of
hearing Bouverie had secured for them.
““ Ob!” cried her bounding heart, ¢ he
thought of me, then !> and this revival of
hepe recalled the faded bloom to her pallid
cheeks, whilst a gentle glow of gratitude
fprung up in her bosom, aiding the tu-

85
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mult of her feelings; almost to the subju-
gation of her firmness, when Montagu, as
a Montagu, appeared, adorned in the most
becoming costume for stage effect.

One glance alone had rising feeling per=
“mitted her to take, when her eyes swiftly
sought the ground, and her head sunk on
her bosom, to hide the starting tears of
tender emotion of admiring sensibility ;
so that she lost the anxious look which
Bouverie cast upon her, the moment the
first flutter of spirits, on presenting him=
self before an audience, permitted him to
look for her, whom, in despite of his spell~
bond to Lady Marian, he had dressed with
so much care to please; and whom, as his
Juliet, his heart told bim he could now
break, with the most animated fervour of
trath, all the tenderness of Romeo to.

But, alas! for Adelaide’s misery, throngh
the evening, her downcast eyes and averted
face were construed by him into ‘strong
proofs of indifference, that could allow
resentinent to operate over interest for his
appearance and performance, and lead her
in disdain not to honour him even ‘with
one look ; ‘and ‘now; in all the proud ire
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eatastrophe of these hapless lovers : but,as
it was, she sat and gazed in silent, motion-
less, despair, until Romeo fell, in all ‘th;s
natural horrors of a well-dissembled death’;
when his tender wife,  new to such scenes,
felt it as no delusion ; and now, in all the
agony of her long-smothered anguish, be-
lieving him at least in aswoon, and se-
verely hurt by his fall, she started to her
feet, and, aiming at a rush forward to his
raid, exclaimed in a tone of agonized alarm,
‘which thrilled to the heart of almost every
‘hearer,—
++ ¢ Oh! Montagu !”—when overpower- -
ing feeling subdued her, and she fell back,
with every faculty suspended, into the
- ready arms of the heart-wrung Duke of St.
Kilda. ik
+ - The voice of Adelaide in her exclamation,
‘with the promptly reiterated cry of ¢ She
has fainted I’ instantaneously reanimated
-the apparently defunct ; for Bouverie, un-
‘mindful of appearances, or of his Juliet’s
~plaintive wail, sprung like a harlequin from
‘his recumbency into the area where the.
‘audience sat, and, darting like a maniac to
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the direful pangs of penitence, and in pro-
foundly thinking upon every plan in pos-
sibility for extricating himself from Lady
Marian to return to Paradise and Adelaide :
but his erroneously-cherished ' belief of
Marian’s claims still planted thorns in the
path of his eagerly panted-for projected
happiness ; and at length the consequence
of his meditation was, a determination not
to disclose his direful transgression to his
wife, lest her purity’s sublimation should
lead her to abhor him for it, but to set off,
immediately after the regimental ball, by
‘the Hastings coach, for London, where he
would instantly summon Mellifont, to
consult with him' how, with delicacy and
caution, he could wnhd:aw ﬁom Lady
Marian. ki :

LAt ]ength Bouverie’s faculties for ra-
somng ‘were overpowered by the influence
of a deep slumber, in which his waking
thoughts stifl haunted him with the mise-
ries he had brought upon himself, in which
‘Adelaide, ' the ob_]ect ‘of his''eager’ pursuit,
ﬂymg from him'to thearms of the Duke of
8t. Kilda, formed 'the principal feature;
until, in'some new flight of his sfambering
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again perceived that some mystery hung
about him which had power instantly. to
restrain, as if by the influence of magic,
the now perpetually recurring spontaneous
ebullitions of affection’s tenderness,

~ As the Longuivilles had learned to pre-
fer the quiet of Adelaide’s little sequestered
church, they called, on their way, for h‘éi‘;
and were most happy to find her husband
| was to accompany her; but who, after ser- :
vice. was ended, pronounced his positive
negative to her forming one of the party
formed to proceed to the fort at Hastings,
since he was apprehensive of its proving
too much for her, after her severe indispo-
Sition the preceding evening.

"« But fainting is not so very destructive
to the strength of fair ladies, colonel,” said
Mr. Longuiville; ¢ for Lady Marian Har-
ley performed feats after her terrible swoon
t Castle Cattage, enough to subdue any
(ragoon at Bexhill.” A

~ Bouverie blashed, as thus reminded of
the circumstance; which recalling to his
recollection the sweet forbearance of Ade-
hide, when invited to join in censure of her
- VOL. 1V, T ‘
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\quest to him and Adelaide, to join her en
Jamille party that day.
< I shall indeed be most happy to accept
your ladyship’s'kind invitation,” Bouverie
replied, ¢ both for pleasure to myself, and
for the comfort to me, of leaving my sen-
sitive novice in stage catastrophe, in such
ccheerful society for the eyening ; since I am
unfortunately under the necessity, I am
sorry to say, ofaccompanying Colonel Lons-
dale and Captain Warren to to-night,
where there has been some direful miscon-
ception of an order of the general’s, relative
to some of the military works; and where
we must be to-night, in readiness to correct
those errors, when the workmen commence
their labours on the morrow.” :
When Montagu and Adelaide proceeded
on their excursion, she could not resist the
impulse of deploring the immensity of fa-
tigue, the long truancy of Captain Cliff
‘occasioned to Bouverie. .
“¢¢ Since my Adelaide so kindly deplores
‘the fatigue I sustain,’” said Montagu, “ L
‘am grieved to pain her flattering anxiety,
by confessing to her that I am compelled
by necessity to encounter more ;—even to
9
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developes all my secrets! So then, since
you must learn my extravagance, know,
that upon my first coming hither I was
tempted by Mrys. Harper to give ninety
pounds for some remarkably fine black
sable skins.’
At the mention of sable skins, Bouverie
started in anticipating alarm ; a start which
conveyed its influence through the reins to
the horses; when they bounded so sym-
pathetlca]ly, that the alirm they awakened
in Adelaide’s bosom prevented her obser-
vation of Montagu’s emotion, -

¢« It so happened,” she continued, ¢ that
about a fortnight since Mrs. Harper in-
formed me, ““if I repented rhy bargain,,
my fur-merchant would gladly repurehase
them, as he had been offered an hundred
guineas for the skins by a lady whom he
had first offered them to, but who then de-
clined buying them ; so, when I found we -
had our ball to give, I gladly exchanged
my sables for my very welcome ninety
pounds, when my fur-merchant sold them
for one hundred and ten guineas to this -
Wwise-acre woman ; who, finding there was
any delay in getting them, sent to offer him
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