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"THE fun had difappeared; it had fank

into its watery bed, leaving only a faffron.
glow behind: yet Iady Fitzallan ftill
remained ftationary at that window, where,
for the laft four hours, fhe had ftood in anx-

- lious, in fearful expeation ; while her filent

', meditations had been- uninterrupted, fave by

- ther own bitter tears, her deep-drawn fighs,

‘or, at intervals, by the philofophic entrea-
tlcsof Catherme, fuch as—¢ Pray, Madam,_
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THE AUNT AND THE NIECE. 3
however, had for fome hours been feated
oppofite to him, with moft Roman-like for-
ticude, cmploymo hcrfclf as ufual w1th her

netting. :
A fuperflitious awe crept over the chxllcd

frame of Lady Fitzallan, as the bird of '

night flitted by the wmdow, and took its
ftation in its long occupied’ turret. The
found of wbecls, of heavy fullen wheels,
was now heard ; the bell of Fitzallan Church
<¢ flung to the hollow gale its loud lament.”

¢ He comes then, he comes;” fhricked
out the wunhappy mother; ¢ but how,”
cried fhe, ftill raifing her voice to agony,
< how is it that my Frederic meets his

‘mother !”*

The heavy groan of Sir Hugh proved
that he alfo felc at this bitter moment as
a man and a father,” while Catherine retired

to give calm and colle®ted orders for the

reception of the remains of an only brother.
As the co[rpfc was brought into the houle,
Lady Fitzallan threw herfelf on the bofom
of Sir Hugh, while he hung tenderly ‘over
; B 2 her,
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him for ever, and, with this relique of

affe&tion, muft wander up and down a toil-

fome world, where fhe has no refting-place,

no friend, no /ope but in God !—Yes,
there,”” continued fhe, I yet have hope—
there only can I have hope, when all human

~ hope is vain ! Deftitute, fatherlefs as thou
. appeareft, my babe,” added fhe, prefling her

lips to thofe of her infant, < yet haft thou
an Heavenly Father—one who will ftill care

for thee 1”

" Geoffery and Mrs. Jcrws were too much

affe¢ted to interrupt her; but when fhe

ceafed {pcaking, and the convulfive {fob
again informed them of her renewed cmo-
tion, Geoffery faid— Forgive me, Ma-
dam, if I afk you why you give way to
this excefs of grief: —my young mafter is
indeed loft to us all.”—Here he wiped his
eyes.—<¢ But Sir Hugh Fxtzallan has a hcart
to cherilh, and 2 hand to fupport, his fon’s
wife and child, even though the connetion

. might have been formed (pardon my bold-

nefsy without his confent.”
: B g « Wife |”
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“may the death of Frcdcnc have expiated all
his offences!

‘When Géoﬁ'cry and Mrs. Jerv:s “faw that
they were (lonverfing ‘with the miftrefs of
their late loved young Lord—when they
heard this confeffion iffue from her own lips,
a fullen filence feemed to feize them both ;
but it was not the filence of felf-righteouf-
nefs, fecretly exulting that they were not as
the poor finner before them ; it was not the
filence of outrageous virtue, which feared
to be tainted by holding converfe with a frail
filer: it was the fileace of difficulty and
doubt, accompanied with an earneft with of
‘benefiting and protecting the reprefentatives
of Frederic Fitzallan !—Thefe worthy. pco-
ple knew the hearts and difpofitions of the
family with whom they lived, and whofe
Jwages they earned. Mild, ‘meek, and mer-
ciful, they knew that Lady Fitzallan’s heart
would yearn with tenderncfs towards her
infant grand-daughter, and would pant to
extend its proteétion to her furviving parcm‘;

but_that the tyrannical Catherine would -
B0 thwart
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~ Angelina thcn wiped off a tear, and
taking her child in her arms, fhe walked with -
unequal fteps through the long paffages and
hall of Fitzallan Caftle, followed by Geof-
fery. The chariot which bad brought her
to this houfe of mourning, ftood at the
great entrance ready to receive her again.
The long black veil ftill covered her face ;
“and though many of the domeftics, with
commiferating countenances, followed her
retreat, yet none of them could obtain 2
view of her features.  Geoffery held out his
unfteady hand; fhe afcended the carriage
—the vehicle drove off—fhe waved her
band; and as if unanimous in feeling, a figh
iffued from gyery bofom, and * fent back
its found” as the fympathizing domeftics
returned through the hall. Yot not 2 word
" efcaped from their lips, though anxious to
know the hiftory of the fair mourner;
though fearing, by her hafty departure from
the Caftle, that her charatter would not
permic her being received as its inmate,
they kept their fennmcnts to themfelves, not
daring
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nions, to imbibe thofe narrow prejudices’
which are often rooted and nourifhed by a
life of feclufion. - : i |
' The firft year of their nuptials was fuc-
ceeded by the birth of a daughter, who'
was received by her fond parents with affec-
tionate delight ; and while uttering a blef-
fing on her head, Sir Hugh mentally
.fcfolvcd to live within his income as much
as poflible, that he might yearly lay by a
fum for the future portion of his Cathe-
rine.  Yet as the revolving feafons rolled
on, and Lady Fitzallan gave no hopts of
increafing her family, thefe plans were foon
laid afide, and the litte Catherine feemed
" univerfally looked on as the fole heirefs of
the Caftle. Her ears were early accuftomed
to the title, and her young heart naturally
imprefled with lofty ideas; and leaning to
ambition, found its full gratification in the re-
 {peét and deference with which fhe was treated.
The mild and peaceable Lady Fitzallan
was ill calculated for the education of fuch a
girl as Catherine.—She made- ufe of oppo-
3 : fition
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the fame parents, for uncloﬁncr his innocent
eyelids on ‘a world of pain, of forrow, and"
of guilt! &
¢ And did this unheard-of mahormty pro-
ceed from natural depravity 2" we may afk,
< from inherent turpitude ”—Alas! we
know rot how to anfwer. Children of fi
from our birth, how early its fatal fhoot
{pring up in the hcart we know not; bu
that they (hould bc retardedin their growth
that each rifing twig fhould be repreﬁ'ed
that if temperate pruning will not do, even’
the axe fhould be laid at the fource of the
evil—this " is certain,. and Sir Hucrh\and!
Lady Fitzallan, when too late, had reafon
to wifh that mildnefs had given placc to
fcwnty, in their treatment of their daughter.
* Artful beyond her years, and already an
i adcpt in difimulation when it would ferve
her purpo{c, Catherine, with a fteady coun-
tenance, and with fome ﬂxow of affe&ion,
~ introduced herfelf to her infant brother.
‘Lady Fitzallan, when recovered from her
confinement, = Was pleafed to obferve the
' apparent

pL
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apparent pqrtxahty W1th whlch Fredcnc was.
beheld by his' fitter. Sqftnc(é, or an immo-
derare difplay of fenfibility, fhe did not
expect from Catherine, knowing thefe qua-
lities to be oppofite to her. difpofition ; and
therefore the flightelt attention fhewn to
the feeble infant from her, was of double
value in the eyes of its doting mother,

Sir Hugh Fitzallan was almoft overcome
with joy, at fecing the accomplithment of
his dearelt withes, after he ‘had fo long
refigned them, In a tranfport of affetion,
he prefled his lips to the forehead of his boy,
and folded him to his bofom ; when meet-
ing the dark eyes of Catherine fixed on his
face, in a tone of animated delight, he
called her to kifs his Frederic allo. Cathe~
rine obeyed the call with as good®a grace as
fhe could affume ; and the fond father i
‘filence bent over his children, and mentally
relolved once -again that cvcr,y"- year he
would lay up from his income, a fum to
portion off his daughter as ‘her rank in life
demanded, But thefe refolutions, like many

others
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others of the mental kind, were accom-
panied by certain mental refervations ; and
this year it was wholly impoffible, becaufe
the expences occafioned by receiving the
congratulations of his numerous tenants and
dependants, - prevented him. Seel
\  The next his Frederic was one year old,
and there muft be feafting ac the Caftle, to
celebrate the blefled anniverfary, and this
fealting could not continue lefs than a
week :—another, and another, and another
came ftill fome excufe ; and when Frederic
went to Winchefter, and after that to Col-
lege, then it was quite out of the queftion, |
and the father’s purfe was drained even of
the money which he wanted for current,
expences: but Frederic was not to blame.
—¢ No! liberal, generous, full of health,
beauty, fpirit, vivacity, who could deny
any thing to fo charming a youth ”—Not
his doting parents, though Lady Fitzallan
often wifthed that he would come more fre-
quently to the Caftle; but this flie forgot to

tell him when fhe had him. before her
S tranfported
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a diftance from the Caftle, when hxs wx{h.es
would havc led bim there.
Not fo Mr. Clifford, the Tuter: ——éhe
' fccmed chicfly to reft on Catherine’s fociety,
when with Frederic' he vifited the Caftle,
He admired what he called the great
prqudxces” of les Fitzallan; the hauahty
» mﬂexnbllxty of her’ dnfpoﬁtxon, he termed -
. % noblenefs of foul;” and her ccccntrzc
and whimfical propoftlons were, in his
vocabulary, ¢ liberality of fentiment.”
¢ No matter,” would Frederic exclaim,
~ what names you give them ; for, faith, by
* any name they are infupportable: and how
- my dear good: mother, and my father, ‘can
live with my fifter, and keep their fenfes, is
 furprifing !—Ah Clifford | Heaven is my
witnefs that I would cheerfully hazard my
life for Catherme, could I, by fo domg,
affelt her Hear t, even for a moment, with a
fpark of fifterly reoard Extravaorant, wild,
thought]ffs as | am, ] am not deftitute of
feeling. Often thn, as now, I fly f‘mm the
Callle, I fhould cheerfully, happily - con=-
b tmuc,.:_-.
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infant,. were now loft upon Angelina nearly
as-they attac:lud (o her ; for all.her faculties:
were enurofcd by the reflection that Fre-
deric Fxtzallan knew: her to be the onsprmo'
of guilt !’ : : ‘
¢ Never, never: more could fhe lift up-
her eyes in his prcﬁ:ncc What right indeed
had (he to' affociate wnh thofe, whofe pre-
tenfions  were fo wxdely different?. Ah,
cruel Mifs Blumgrove!” fighed fhc, ¢ your:
notice of a humbled creature like me, can
only raife yourfelf in. t;he world’c opinion ; 1t‘
is calculated to dcnradc me lower than I was
 before ! —Ah ! why was I fingled out for
the object of your benevolence? W hy‘Was -
it my ill fortune to become the being of
your caprice? But yet,” continued: the,.
s while ftill I am virtuous, while I have yet
a confcience void of reproach, who fhall hurt
‘me? Oh tell it, fpread the guilty hiftory
to the whole world; for, amidit that ¢ throng
_of millions,’ there was only one, from
whom I would havc withheld it, and’he is

a]ready made acquamtcd vuth, il :
' Thus
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provided for her at Richmond; where,.
~ though fthe affumed. his name, no one ima-
gined fhe had a legal claim to it.
All the private hours of Frederic were
devoted to Angelina, wich the moft unre-
mitting attention. Cllﬁ'ord had conte‘ntcd.
: hxmfclf with a ﬂwht remark or'two on his.
pupil’s ¢ new-formed connetions” and:
ended with hoping that one day or other
his eyes would be opened,. ere yet too late.
—(Though he never pried into the fecrets of
his tutor, yet Frederic’s eyes hatl long been.
. opened with regard to Clifford’s frequent.
abfences from town ; yet. as thefe had fur-
thered his own convenience, he wasfilent).—
- To Mifs Fitzallan, indeed, Clifford was far.
“more diffufe :—he painted the crime of feduc-
‘tion in its. proper colours; he defcribed the:
‘beauty. of Angelina; he gave an cxagge-
rated defcription both of her perfon and her
mind; the later, he faid, was the feat of
purity and virtue, till fhe unhappily was
- thrown into the way of Mr. Fitzallan.
« Is it not too. “diftrefing, my dear.
l\’lddam,
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then, when “one mormng the namc ‘of
Chﬁ'ord was announced, and he entered thc
room where fhe g ;
 Clifford had for fome time been Uneafy at
.‘the conftancy which Frederic evinced for
Angelma he obﬁ:rved with chagrin that his
~ former extravagances were wholly laid afide,
and that, except in this particular, his con-
duct was 1rreproachablc No longer then
could the irregularities of the pupil ferecn
thofe of the tutor; the purfe of Fre-
deric 'was not, as heretofore, open to fup-',
ply excefles for which be had loft the rehfh
The fondnefs for his child, ‘which _had.
reached the ears of Chﬁ'ord-—thc ﬁery‘
turn of his eye, when one day he had talkﬁd
fomewhat too lightly of Angelina in his
~ prefence—the undaunted look with which
Frederic had uttered the words— Darci
not, Sir, to aPﬁx any 1mputauon or . dark
'afpcrﬁon on purity like her's; fhe is
my—-" He ftopped, and haflily left the
room—all théfe had given Chﬁ"ord the
moft fearful fufpxcxons, his hopes: feemed
dying
2
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piftols in his hand. He grafped the throat
of Clitford.! : Sabal e

¢« Inftantly tell me,” cried he, ¢ your
whole, your fole motive for vifiting Mifs
‘Melrofs this day ; or take one of thefe, and
let the fucceeding moment texmmatc your
or my. exiftence !’

Fearing that Angelina had bctraved hnn,
appal]ed and f'nohtened Clifford ftood irre-
folute, and vainly attempted to artxculate.
All the doubts of Frederic were, by this
filence, turned to heart-rending certainty s
he tranflated it into, omlt——acknowledged
guilt. His body was convulfcd by emotion 3
he writhed bis limbs in agony, and he forced
a piftol into the hand of Clifford = he ftill
retained the other, and as if calling up all
his refolution for this laft effort, he meaﬂxred
‘the diftance, and then motioned to Clifford
to give the firlt fire. Though half irrefolute,
Clifford too wcll underftood his ﬁoml and
with a deep groan F rederic F 1tzai1an fell on

thie Hoor, :
The




































70 THE AUNT AND THE NIECE,
~ this, they w1(bed, they wanted no further
information :—hope was interred in the tomb'_f
of their Frederic; and, as if by mutual con=
fent, the name of Clifford never paffed their
'llps—hts crimes appeared to them beyond
all parallel. © Had he been in Lnaland, how
far the fpiric of retribution might have
aCtuated them, we know not ; but now con=
“vinced he was beyond the'u: reach, they
only withed never to hear; or (if poﬂ”xble)-
never to think of him more. : Ex
When Geoffery Morgaa came to mform
Catherine that a lady- had ‘attended the
_ funeral proceffion’ of her brother, that fhe
bore an infant in her arms, and had fainted,
no wonder that all the fiery partxcles of " her
nature were raifed into a flame. Ian a mo-
“ment Angélina Melrofs rofe to: her imagi-
. pation; the exaggerated defeription of her
~ perfon and a[tra&ions, which fhe had
received from Chifford,” were minutely recol- |
le&ed 3 and  her. whole hopes feemed  to
depend on forcing her from the Caftle, ere
Sir . Hu0h and Lady Fitzallan fhould " be
informed
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My appearance would be againft me, for I
do not look capable of fervitude.”

- ¢£ No; you do not look formed for fer-
vitude, indeed !” interrupted her hearer with
a faint figh.

¢« And could I leave my child?” cried
Angelina, prefling her fondly to her
bofom. ¢ No, my good friend, I feel I
could not, and therefore the firft fcheme

_muft be adopted.” :

s So young, fo beautiful,” faid Geoffery,
mufipg, ¢ the. temptations, the fnares to
which fhe will be expofed in that great
city, which I have never vifited, and hope
I never fhall ! No, Madam, it muft not be
—fomething better muft be thought of by
Geoffery Morgan for the child of his young
mafter—for the grandchild of Sir Hugh
Fitzallan !—But, ah, Madam! I dare not
acquaint my worthy Sir Hugh and his Lady -
with your ftory ; their hearts, broken as it

were already, would {ink within them, when
they thould hear that their Frederic was the
deceiver of innocence !—that——"

¢ ] have
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90  THE AUNT AND THE NIECE.

young lamented mafter, by affixing the
fhadow of guilt to his charadter.

Had the unfortunate rencontre with Fre-
_deric not occurred, we know not how Clif-
ford could have fuftained his deep part of
- villany. But the gentleman who had per-
formedthe marriage ceremony, was a Clergy-
man of worthy charafter; and though he
had really embarked for the Weft- Indtes the
enfuing morning, and his fervant alfo (the
only witnefs of the ceremony), yet he took
a certificate of the marriage, and he gave
one to his fervant. A_hd that it had not
been regiftered, was becaufe entrance to

the Church had been obrained by bribing the
fexton, without the knowledge of the paro=
chial Mlmﬁcr yet the fexton knew the
gentleman to whom he had yielded up his
truft : and though he was not informed of
the names of the united couple, yet, by the
‘defire of Frederic (when he returned to
him with the key), he made a memorandum
of the event, the day, even the hour in

which it had taken place.
: Mr,
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122  THE AUNT AND THE NIECE.

religious truths, than to make her a learned
woman. As to her accomplithments, fhe did
_not excel; indeed fhe had obtained every ‘thi‘ng
through her mother, who had dwelt far more
on the ufeful and the beneficial, than on the
~ornamental and the fpecious.  She could
fpeak French indifferently, but underftood
it very -well : fhe fang agreeably, playeda
little on the piano-forte, not at all like a
modern amateur, or Dilettanti performer—
with tafte perhaps and exprelﬁon, but with
little execution. ;
For the firft time in her life Clara had
emerged from home and frem her mother’s
eye. Her heart feemed overwhelmed with
‘anguifh ; the varied landfcape had no charms
for her; novelty failed to attract her atten-
tion ;—her thoughts, her wifhes, Jhcr whole
foul feemed at Fitzallan Caftle with her
mother, and her beloved ILady Fitzallan.
She was in imagination really with them;
fhe ftill felt the tear of Lady Fitzallan—

the ﬁl]l felt the firm, the almoft frantic
embrace
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embrace of hcr ‘mother ; her tender prayer
was ftill whifpered in her ear— God
Almlghty blefs, prefcrve, and keep my
deateft girl, and return her fafe to thefc
arms ! ;

It has been rcmarked that 'Clara :
had always felt a repugnance: towards Mifs
Fitzallan, As her judgment cxpanded-——as'
‘her faculties improved—as her perception
and dlfccrn'ncm: had increafed, fhe had felc
this. repuonance ﬁrencrthen rather than dxmi-
nith; fhe had often confefled this to her
motier, and at her pcrfuafgn had tried to
conquer 1t ;. b‘ut the felt that it arofe from:
principle; and fhe could not do it.. When
fhe faw the coldnefs of Catherine’s behaviour -
towards her parents (o call it by no - haviher
name,) when fhe obferved the pnde'
which fhe tleatcd her inferiors, the afpﬁrity .
which marked her conduct towards thofe
who fell under her difpleafurs, and the
defpotic fway with which fhe had ruled at
the Caftle fince the death » Sir Huch

. e o : thalhn,
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thie fcene, indeed at every thing which wag
pre.ented to her eyes; but fhe had too much
-good ferife to exprefs herfelf in loud wonder,,
which fhe knew would not fail to call down
on her the reproof and animadverfion of Mifs
_Fitzallan, who difliked nothihg fo much
as what fhe tcrmed ¢ a voluntary difplay of
ionorance :* and as Mrs. Letfom, the new
Abignil, reccived the travellers at the hall-
door, with ¢ turbaned’ head, bobbed ears,
and broached bofom,” Clara kept entire
filenée ; as’ her furprife alone would have
prevented fpéech, while fhe furveyed the
fowt enfembie of one of thc hlanly lmproved
order of domeftics.

‘Mifs Fitzallan, leaning on the arm of
her “’-"wtege’e, walkcd through the fpacxous
tooms.—¢¢ So - Mrs. What’s-your-name,”
addreffing’ her- new attendant ¢ I fuppofe
~you,are the young' perfcn hired by Lady
Plumtrec, toiattend on my perfon 1
%61 Yes, *Ma'am, 17am—I am ‘proud to

fayiity Ma? am; I am the perfon fclc&cd from
anl - ; all
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are certainly right ; and I muft needs ﬁly my
mental faculties are very good.”

% Pray; Mrs: a—— Mrs. a
your name : it
- 7« Letfom, Ma'am; I thnuoht my Lady‘
Plumtree had informed you, Ma’am : ‘other-
wife 1 fhould have taken care to have an-
nounced myfelf before.”

‘ Perhaps (he did'; but I have had {fuch
an accumulation of ideas, and fuch an influx
of bufinefs to fettle, that it went out of my
head. ' Letfom—Letfom—Letfom is a gen-
teel founding name gnough for an Abigail.
Remember it, Clara ; and do you remember,

. Letfom;/' to: treat this young lady with the
‘xe(:pc& due' t6 a proregée of mine I”

Mrs Letfomn curtfied “obedience, and
aﬁcr fomc ‘time Iongcr thc examination
ended, PR

““Mrs. Lct{om havmo confefied hcrfe]f thc
inheritor.of all the Cardinal Virtues, of every
mental qualification, ‘acknowledged herfelf
in poffefhon of the blackeft quality’ of ‘the
human heart, pride—and placed it on the

fide

N

tell ‘me
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Gde of her virtues, and announced heny
capability in every the minuteft branch ofher .
office, fhe was difmiffed ;. when Mifs Fitz-
allan, turning to Clara, exprefled herfelf
much pleafed with her new attendant.. .’

¢« Her manners, and the whole ftyle of
ler converfation, are fo widely different from.
that of Mirs. Jervis, and my mother’s
woman |” faid fhe. '

So alfo thoucht Clara; though fhe was:
ot fo well pleafed with' the contraﬁ She
ftill retained fome prejudices in favour of:
her early friends at the Caftle ; and pre=~
ferred their homefpun wearing qualities—
their - unafluming converfation, and plain
habirs, to the flipflop dialeét, {pecious pro-
fefions, and fantaftic apparel of Mrs. Let~
~ fom,—¢¢ But her deportment and behaviour

are both immaterial: to me,e thou"ht fhe s
¢ thank Heaven | my: fituation. 1n life ex~
empts me from the atcendance of thefe peo-
ple ; and, were it otherwife, I think I fhould :

ftill prcfer my independence, at the rifk of.
e P bemo
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than the one which 1 faw; thé‘f;lds Qf'
the crape muft lie clofer to each other, and |
fhould like the feathers, though placed in
2 horizontal direélion, to droop a little
‘over my brow. Make hafte, child—that
is all—I fear fhe may begin it. Though
ftop—on recolleGtion one thing more—tell
her ‘to put the fullnefs behind, and to
exhibit a regular puﬂincr on the crown.
That is all—you may g : :

“ Ma’am, Ma'am,” faxd the’ half ﬁ:arcd
Ietfom, curtfying, « I fhould be glad l(—-
if you would repeat—if you—-"

A fmare rap was heard at the hall‘f-door,r
Letfom was ordered out of the room, left
- fke fhould meet the company on the flairs;
‘and Clara thought the head of the perfon
.in the ‘¢ fub.fation,”” would be a moft.
c-xrraordmary one indeed, it it could +con='
- tain every parcxcular cf ;bcfe extraordinary
directions ! s b

Lady Plumtree was prefcntly announced
and while the two friends were warmly p!o- :

fcfling tlmr mutual plcafurc at this meeting
(-«l.sz
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Clara had an opportunity of furveying this
;‘ﬂrf’c fpecimen of the beau-monde. "
Her Ladyfhlp would  have appeared
feventy years of age, could her face have
been well wathed, and the natural colous
of her hair been diftinguithed; but her
delicate and mteref’cmor avocations had been
{o well performed that fhe could very well
have pafied for twenty years youngeg. Bred
in the world, educated for it, and exifting -
only in it hei’s had been o

<< A youth of folly—an old age of cards

Green cloth Wias the objett of her attrac-
tion, when green feld: fmiled in May and‘
June ; and to make up her partlcs, to fec,
them furrounded by the rich, the titled,
and the fa{hlonablc, was’ the height of her
ambition. By flattering Mifs Fitzallan's
"foibles, fhe had effectually wormed hcrfflf‘
into her favour, g oained an afcendency over her
‘mind, and enfured her prel ence when fhe
required it ’lhouuh not fond of play,
Catherine never objefted to Lady Plum-

tree’s frake ; and feveral: rouleaus from' ber.
purie

§2
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on, and learn,. You w111 foon comie to it
and believe me you will find it the comfort
“of your life. Indeed ic is the oniy rational
amufement in the world.” ~

Clara almoﬁ ftared with a[’comf'hmcnt
fhe thought her ears muflt have deceived
her; till with much e'nphaﬁq and {preading
out her hand, as if o enforce her ax1om,
Lady Plumtree repeatcd—-

<« The omuly 1ar10ndl amufement in thc
world.” ’

<« Oh, but Clara is a child, you knbw,”
faid Catherine, *¢ and of courfe has fcarcely
“ever fcen 2 card played; fhe hardly knows
heatrs from diamonds, I prpo c.: At hor
_tender age, I am fure I did not.’

«« A relaton, I pxeiumeP faid Lady
Plumtree, ¢lancing at Clara, and fpeaking to

Mx-fs Ritzallany o=
¢« Oh blefs you, no'! How could fuch an

idea enter your head 2”
¢« I beg your pardon-——lhc deep mourning

caufed the miftake.”

« [ rold 'Lady Fitzallan it would be fo,”
" faid
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with refpe& to you, led me inte the mu‘!—
aLc. B e :
o« Tt was a very natural one,” faucL C]ara,‘
trying to refumc her fclf command -t My
mother has lived for many years: 1n acottagc
contiguous to Fitzallan Caftle. She found
iheltcr there, when the loﬁ of hcr huﬂ)and
unfitted her for the world: Sir Hugh Fitz-
allan’s fmiles cheercd her, and fo&ered me,
“His death was the caufe of forrow to us
both. In grateful refpect to his memory, 1E
wear thefe robes ; though, in cmnplmncﬁ
with fafhion, I find I am to lay them afide
£3-morrow ; yet my feelings tell me that m ;
regret is fhill ahvc" A tear. ﬂood in he
eye, but fhe averted hevrv face, that Hora
might not witnefs it. He guefled the caufe;
and, inexprefibly hurt at the diftrefs which
his thoughtleflnefs had occaﬁoned he faid —
¢ Forgive me! For worlds would I not
have indulged my curiofity at the expence
of this emotion. But it is ever thus with
e: I madly run on, commit fome foolifh
VoL, I. : 1o 0 - blunder,




- |
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blunder, am forry, get fore owen, and then‘
err again,” 1 - 4
« Well, you are forcrwen alrcady’,” (aud
Clara, {miling languidly. - :
<< And I fhall err then mﬁantaneouﬂy,
«cried he, his featureshphnngup with pleafure.
—*¢ Your name—give me your name, I pray
you, moft compaflionate lady, and I will
promife to fir your tea for you as ofcvn as.
you fhall chufe ?” : : -
Clara unaffe&tedly told hlm hen ‘name, and |
a lively converfation enfued, in which the
various amufements of the gay city they
were in, were deferibed by Horace, and com-.
mented on by ‘his auduor Encouraoed by"
‘his modeft freedom, and orauﬁed by his
attention, fhe told himi of the animadverfions
which fhe had heard on herfell He was
greatly amufed, and time glided i impercepti-
bly away ; and a great part of the Ly
were moving off, when the quartetto of ani-
madverters. patled the part of the room
where Clara ftill retained her feat— Fairfax
L lounging
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lounging at her fide.  They all broke out
from a fmothered titter to a horfe laugh,
oh efpying this fére-a-réte ; but Mifs Selwyn,
more aflured than the reft, ftepped before
her companions, and addrefling Fau-fax in
-a mogkrheroxc tone, faid— i1
- And (o the dove has found her mate at.
laft; fhe has dropped the olive at his feet—
fhe is arrived at her haven of reft |—Hal
ha! ha!—the affected ignorance was well car-
ried‘ off, upori ‘ n“ry honour. - Good night,
Mr. Horacc Fairfax, by the grace of God, :
defender of the fair, and fo forth ! drawl-
ing out her words in lingering meafure, to a
very flow, folemn, and formal curidy.

¢ You have infe@ed me with yourma-
lady, I believe,” faid Clara; * in my turn
I am grown curious. To what can this
'I’cranoe woinan’s as ftrange addrets ailude 27

Faitfax’s difidence wuuld»h:&vc kept him
filent, but be could not refift a parial expla-
nation. -Clara's confufion was evident as he
giave it g and fhe acxxnowlcdocd to hcrfcif that
the had ;md_]uﬁy {or her curiofity, as the

: : 12 : n‘;cd
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is apt ‘to grow wanton, whimfical, even
childith in its vagarics, That mind which
had had firength in its infancy to oppofe all
coercion, 'was ftill obftinate, refratory, and
unfeeling ; but thefe paflions Were at pre-
fent dormant in the bofom of 'Cathcrin'é;
and the ultimatum of her wifhes tended to
eftablith herfelf according, to “her rgnk in
life, and to take the lead in the gay par-
ties ‘into which fhe entered, to' be appealed -
to for her decifion—to be courted, quoted,
“adwired—in thost, to be the fathion. ;
If fhe found that: the tme  was paft,
and that fhe could not be all thefe, the
yet found very fenfible confolation  in the
atcention. of - Sir - Herbert Manwanno and
fbe bhad returned from Lady Plumtree’s
1o very high {pirits, OF the antiquity of
his family fhe was ful]y fatisfied, as her
friend had largely and copioufly defcanted
“on that fubject, > Fortune her Lady thip
had been cquallydiﬁ’u(é en, and Miis Ficz-

allan willingly believed all her information:
¢ 1he fucceeding ‘morning Clara defired
B St
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to: remain at home, ﬁndipg that the warm
FOOms at »}Lady' Plumtree’s had made her
fcel a degree of laflitude and imbecility,
which fhe had never before experienced,
+ Though (he was herfelf confcious of the caufey
fbe did not plead it as an ‘excule, but
merely faid fhe had the head-ache; this
excufe however was not: received. . Mifs
Fitzallan declared fhe muft accompany her
to the Pump-room. :
< For you know, child, 2y added ﬂw,?*‘
¢« 1 told you lak maht that I {hould drink
the‘waters this morning, and I am fure -
it will be omré in the cxtreme,’ to appear
there with no aiding arm on which to
recline.  The mufic will drive away your
head-ache, and you will be all alive for
the ball to-night. 1 fHall go there at ten
o'clock, _]L.ﬁ‘. for an hour . aﬁ:er Lady Mey-
nill’s party.’

Obliged to comply, Clara was ﬁlcnt and
w;th fome relu&tance it{*pptd into ‘the car-
riage after her protecirefs. :

. Mils Fitzallan paid numerous vifits, by

‘ 14 7 dropping
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moment prefer the fociety of the diffipated
and notous crew of fathion, which T met
laft night, to the tranquil converfation of
 Lady Firtzallan 1—Her refleétions here took
another turn :—fhe recolle@ed thatinHorace
Fairfax’s company the had enjoyed a very
high degree of fatisfation—fhe thought
there could not be many like him in Bath
— fhe almoft thought there was not one u},‘@
him——{o animated, fo lively, fo elegant, fo
unreferved, yet fo perfe&ly free from that
~ unlicenfed boldnefs  and effrontery which
fo difgrace the young men of the prefent
day. She then began to wonder that fhe
did: not fee him with his uncle; and we
know not where fhe would have gone nexts <
but her corijeétures were interrupted by Lady -
Meynill, who feated herfelf clofe by her,
and began an earnelt converfation to a lady:
whom fhe brought under her arm ;. which;,
though. leud enoﬁgh for Clara: to. join iny if
fhe liked, it did not appear that fhe was:
expected 1o do s for her Ladyfbip. never con-
and e Betes e sedeleendedsy
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you well. I have already had the honour of’
addrefling you each, by note, this m_ornincr.-
May I requeft an anfwer £ o

Mrs. Curzon looked at Lady Meynill, as
if precedence was always confidered by her
as the firft rule of life; and indeed to follow
the lead .of 'hefr.fupefiors, had been for fome
years the leading trait of Mrs, Cuarzon’s
conduct. i 2 i

“,<¢ 1"do not apologize for my appﬁcanon,
continued Mifs Latimer; < the occafion too
for(:lbly {peaks for itfclf; to require it; and
your known character for benevolence and
hocrahcy- would receive it with an ill
ghicel s s ;

.« Had not your. fncnd better hawc a peti-
tion written, and put up in this room, Mifs
‘Latimer?” afked her Ladyfhip, laying an
emphalis on the word frdend. * You fee it
is very common, and it always anfiwers, for
one is expected to put down one’s name, and
one’s guinca:—it is a knowa rule, and if one
does not do it, one would be remarked.. I
yox - 16 5 am
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moments, et mg recltcﬂ ,my me,}aqcholy
tale,”” faid Mifs Laumer, Lo
.. % Oh,. no-melancholy taIes, for He,a,ven g
fake, dear Latimer! I can number fighi
for figh, and tear for teans cried her Lady.
fhip, putting herfelf into. a. Siddonian atti-
tades: a1 loft only fifteen guineas: Bl
night at that old Dowager's, Lady Plum-
tree’s, to that notorious gentleman Bl ack |
Legs, -Sir: Herbert Maawaring:2 | 4 -
¢« And I was bafled off the board at
a fhxlhncra fith,” faid Mrs. Curzon, be-
caufe my partner, Mifs Evergreen, could‘

ot fee hearts from ‘diamonds, and yet
would not pull Qg_l_tf her_fpe&'éclesi Colonel
Darnley voted that fhe fhould be excluded.
from company till the did.”” ;

« Mifs Laumer ﬁ0hed :

3k Conie, come, cried Lady B"Icymii in
an affedted faomxw tone, and tapping Mifs,
Ldtl'l\ﬁrs cheeley. < 1 won’t break its: poor
; hcar;ng:lmcrg : Hg:ngfs a crown for her.!’
¢ And here’s halt the ‘money,” faid Mrs.
Curzon, = prefenting. - two- and- ﬁxp"'”lCC?—" :

¢ The
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always watch my mm;:em‘ent_s‘, and be rc'acfy'
" to_follow inftantly, on. my motioning to
.depart :—this is proper behaviour ; it thewsa
traflability of demeanour and deportment,
which in the young protegée of a Tady is
required..  Perhaps, Clara, y:oulwonder:wac :
my referring frequently in company  to your
~ young and tender years; but I am preud
to fay, I always aét from decided: motives -
of propriety. I know the irremediable ins
jury which it does girls, to have them intro-
duced too early into the world: they grow
old before their time; and there are a cer-
1ain fet who are no longer young themfelves,
gnd who are confequently envious of all
thofe who are. This fet are more correct
‘with refpect toage than the "pariﬁx-rcgii’cé‘ri ‘
and a few years hence, fhould you ever
happen to be feen again, you will be
pointed at, as fhe who accompanied Mifs
Fitzallan to Bath- fo many centuries ago.””
Clara did not quite credit Mifs Fitzallan’s
cxplara ion ; but fhe faiv that there exifted-
: dcmdcd |












160 THE AUNT AND THE NIECE..

meeting Fairfax, contributed to reftore her
tranquillity, efpecially when fhe perceived -
\that her appearance had loft nothing of its
advantages from her change of raiment. A
plain white cambric drefs, and her brown -
locks fimply yet tatefully difpofed, were
very favourable to her perfon; and fhe ac-
companied Mils Fitzallan with fmiles on her
countenance, That lady fcemed fomewhat
_melted down' by obferving her companion’s
altered hue, and in mutual good humour .
they were fet down at Lady Meynill’s,
As they paffed througl the hall, Mifs
Meynill ran out from behind a door, where -
the bad been biding berfelf, to watch the
effe&ts of her plot. But ,feeing Clara, fhe
caught hold of her hand, and whifpered—
o liicnn, ftane here - no']\mgcr,' for'th"e.'
rooms are almoft full, and that nafty good-
for-nothing Darnley is not come yet. But
my Jetter has been delivered,” faid fhe,
winking, ¢ and fo ’twill all do well enough,
I beheve, without me, and I will come up -
tairs with you, But God blefs you, there’s
* ader
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Maxwell’s fragile frame. . She flarted from
her feat, and baftily (hut the door, - |
-« Well, well, let us come along. The:
poor thing is afraid it is the Colonel come to
know his eternal doom,” faid Mifs Meynill, '
laughing s < and f{o the retiring fair one
is coing to affect modefty. She won’t over-
do it, never'fear I nodding to Clara.

Clara followed her, and had entered the
drawmcr-roorn ere {hc had loﬂ: the idea of
Mus Maxwrll

« Anna Matilda, where have you been
ftaying ?” afked her Ladyfhip.

« | had: a lictle fecret to tell Mifs Law-
fon,” anfwered fhe. '
¢« How {foon do chnldren become ac-
_quainted with one another !*’ faid Mifs Fitz-
allan to her Ladythip, as the followed. her to
a card-table, where Sir Herbert Manwaring, -
Lady Plumtree, and a gentleman already
waited for her. ;

Clara went near the card-table alfo; but
- fhe took care not to pen herfelf into a cor-
rer a fecond time. She wanted to find out

: ‘ if
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~af the nephew was near his uncle, but fhc'
~could not fec him, neuher did the hear him
mentioned ; ‘when- Lady Meymll walkmo ‘
up to Catherine, faid— :

i You will gwc Mifs—T forger - her name
-—-your eléve—you will give her permifion
to join . the Commerw table with Apna
Matilda and Eliza Maria 27 :

« Certzinly. By all mcans,” fald le?.
Fitzallan. . < Go, Clam, 20 1mmcdzatcly,
and join the young ladies 2 T

 Clara had not the fpmt to rcmon{‘crate
againt this decided order. But befides her
averfion to, and ignorance of every fpecms '
of play, the recolk&ed her promifed con-
verfation with Mifs Latimer.  To be cheated
of that, would be highly mortifying ; and to
be feen feated at the card-table by Fairfax,
when fhe had the preceding evening men-
tmned her diflike of them, muft appear the
very height of inconfiftency.. not ta fay in-
fincerity. - Thefe ideas all rufhed on her
mind at once’; and f’cxmulatcd by them, the
VoL . 1. " aie had
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introduce the 1Hecrmm'*te branches - of'a fw
mily—it is thought fo feeling and fo humane'
But perhaps Mifs Fitzallan *would " racher
“have *it furmifed, whifpered  about, and
generally, though privatc’lybclié%d’ An-
gelina Melrofs was a bafe, deceitful woman 3
vet her manners had all the affe@ed fimpli-
city and fentiment of Maxwell. © You have
iecn bery il thmk and know whac a poor
whining thing (he appears.

Colonel Darnley ﬁartcd on hearing the‘
name of Mugwelly and, at Lady Meynill’s
appeal, turned fairly away, while  Anna :
Martilda ca‘lcd out, i - 0o very melhﬂuous
“tone—~ ‘

‘¢ Law,  mamma! Wkhat can you be
keeping the Colonel there for ! We fhan't be
fiated to-night & : ;

- Mamma feemed to- acknowledr‘re the pro-
priety of' her danorhtkr s fpeech.

The Colonel placed the unconfcious Clara
in-a ‘chair, and ‘according to orders, ‘feated

- himfeif next her. Unconfcious indeed I—for
the recent conveifation, though moft unin-
tcllwlbk -
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telligible to her, had filled her thh furprife,
and a large portton of mortification.  Little
fufp,e&mu how near Lady Meynill was to
the truth, fhie longedto have inftantly given
her her biftory (luch as fhe believed it),
and to have refcued her honoured mother’s’
name from the obloguy attached to it; bur,
recolleting that this was meant only for a.
private converfation, “and feeling <that the’
opinien’ and fentiments of Lady Meynill
could never be any thing to her, fhe recalled
her fcattered faculties, and obeyed the fove-
reign mandate of Anna Matilda, who or-
dered the party, confifting of twelve: (of
whom, except Colonel Darnley, Clara was
by two or three years the fenior),.to pooi a
. guinea each. :

¢« And then,” cried fhe, . as we will not
weaken the pool, the loweft. ﬂ:all pay tac
higheft balf-a-crown a. time; ‘fo thar—let
me fee, twenty-one fhillings, and feven and
fixpence —aye, that is right ; you cé.h lole
but eight-and-twenty and fixpence.”’

Kgl) 5 Wehat
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« Lord help you, no! She's a pert
thing !” faid Anna Matilda. “ And I'm
glad any body won the pool, fo the did not.
Put your money in your purfe, and fay no
more about it.” -

Mifs Fitzallan now rofc to ¢ go to the ball.
Her conftant attendant, the Baronet, affitted
her to her carriage. Colonel Darnley fol-
- lowed Clara to the door, and faid in 2 neg-

ligent way—* I underfland you are going
off to the ball. 1 feldom do dance; bat if
you wifh it, I muft beg to engage your
hand.” P ey
Clara thanked him ; but defired that he
would not deviate from his ufual condué on
_her account, as fhe had no intention of
dancing. ‘ ;
< Remember‘ I afked you,” fzid he, as
he gave a partine bow ; by which fhie under-
ftood that he meant fhe thould dlmce w1th
no other. :
Sir Herbert Manwaring joined f;lie ladies
n the ball-room, where Clara immediately
_faw Fuirfax leading down a dance with a
~ very

7
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very fa[hmnable looking young woman. Ere
it was concluded, Coloncl Darnley ftrolled
up to her fide; and having difcerned, by
Mifs Fitzallan’s manner, that a particular
notice of her companion was not her
with, he refolved to be very:  pointed
in his admiration. He pralfed her fhape,.
her height, the gracefulnefs of her move-
ments, and catching. a ringlet of her hair,.
S Who but would want,on»; with the mai-
den’s unbound trefles 2 afked he, ¢ Why
do the ancients talk of the yellow and the-
golden hair, Sir Herbert & Surely thc glolly:

,’

brown
Clara, ovcrwhc]med with COnfuﬁon, tried’

to get on the other fide of Mifs Fitzallan ; 5
- but Darnley withheld her, while Sir Herbert-
Manwaring, glancing obliquely at Mifs Fitz-
allan’s perugue @ la Grecque—<¢ I think that
raven locks would be the more poetical:
allufion ; they convey to the mind a grander
image of loveline(s.” Gl
- “Oh youare there, are you &’ faid Darn
ley in a lower voice, while he _{’call retin=0"
K6 i
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vet his own wit was chaftened by decency
his pleafures were under the controul of vir=
tue; of reafon, and of feeling + And though
he was ¢ liberal, he was not lavifh.”” At that

o v R 2 i
era'my father was in France. He was intro-

- duced to the Marquis; a clofe friendthip

was commenced, and 4t my parent’s returm

to England, the Marquis del Fleura's name

4

was f'requently mentioned with cﬁc:m and .

pleafure.

The Revolution, that hydra- hcadcd mon=

f’ccr, came ; and the Marquis, wholly ob~
noxious to the new governors and govern=
ment, no fooner heard the fate of his
beloved Monarch, than he fled to this
country with his only child. He left behind
him his wealth and his titles, but he brought
with him-an unfubdued fpirit, and a foul
which fpurned at the fenle of obligation.
- In difgnife he wandered from place to place

with his beauteous daughter. He concealed .

himfelf from all who had formerly known

him; and in retired ledgings in London, and

under a feigned name, he cheerfully earned

2 decent
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a decent fubfiftence by painting miniatures,.
Thus for fome years he lived ¢ unknowing:
and unknown,” maintaining himfelf and his.
daughter. As his genius in taking likenefles
“had always been allowed, of courle unre-
mitting application improved him, and his: '
fkill in the art was und niable,

“ Why he did not make himfelf known
to my father, who was living when be firft!
came to this country, and who would have
added to his own happinefs by affifting- his:
friend—why he has conftantly refufed obli-
gations, is (ill-‘a fecret.—Ah, I fear a fad:
tale is yet to be unfolded; for this mifan-
thropic ‘rame of mind had' no partin the:

- charaéter of the Marquis: del Fleura, fuch as.
- my father has often defcribed him to- me..
~ ¢ But to proceed.—Intenfe application at: |
length began; to make inroads on his:con=
flitution . his body was_debilitated. and en-
fecbled ; his anxious and attentive daughter:
was alinoft frantie. She faw in her father
 the only tie which bouad her to the world—
the only prop of her exiftence. She called
in.
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fatwm had - sconfified ‘only of ecaé‘mmonaplatt
topws, \exgept w,hen Fairfix had approached,

r the had maampd himfelf overheard: by
.fos Fitzallan, Then his tones had inftantly
changed, and- his: expreffions  could only f'bc
conﬁrued into thofe of an ardent lover: # = =

' The truth is, that this gallant € Colonel had
no’intention. but' of amufing himfelf at the
expence’ of Mifs Fltzallan. ? Sccmcr ‘the
envy with which fhe beheld- cvery attention
that was offered her eléve, obferving ‘the
Jjealous vigilance with which fhe guarded her
from the approaches- of the beaux, and hav-
ing a mortal hatred ‘to any thing ftigmatized
-by thc name of old maid, he was doubly
anxious to atrach himfelf to. Clara. ~ An
adept in- ‘the art of tormentmcr, and nért
very partul to Horacc Faitfax, whom he
conﬁdcred to be. the only perfon likely to
prove an .eclipfe to him that feafon, he
made a point of fecuring a ftation next
- Clara when /e approached, a»s his pcn’éqauon'
bad, already difcovered ja  fecret; 'which,
thgqgl_;_,;g 1eferred only to Fairfax and. cur’
B Sabidr o beroine,
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‘with too faint a fhade, it was in her defcnp-
tion of Catherine ; and if her colouring was
too high, it was when the depicted the
merits of Horace Fairfax. For a moment
Mrs. Lawfon felt unealy as fhe refleéted
that there was a chance of the virtues of
Fairfax being too laftingly a_cl’(nowledgéd-
by her child—as fhe recolleted that, by
beirg continually ‘thrown in' his ‘way, fhc
. might imbibe a ferious regard.

« Ah! if my girl fhould be the v16hm
of unrequited love, of hopelefs defponden-
cy,” ctied fhe, “ how thould I'accufe my-
felf for voluntanly placn‘g her in’ ﬁ:ch a
fituation 1 i3

She' fighed, reperufed her letcers, and

- perceiving that they ‘exhibited no marks of
“forced chcerfulneﬁ or rcﬂramt-—'—fccmo no-
‘thing ‘but artlefs candour and' touching fim-
phcnty, ‘her fears were calmed, and fhe'again |
- ¢dnfigned them to her portfolio, and returned
¢toher venerable ‘friend, ‘whofe increafing
wfirmitics required her conftant atrention.

o3 DA « : : T4 Srpet
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havesbeen: written: at  intervals; and Miys,
Fawfon: appeared to have no. hops :of her
friend’s recovery, though her diﬁ“oh:dti,cm_”=
might be protracted for fome time.. . She
had. fcpt HforzDr. i , whoft ‘opinion;
fhe faid, agreed with ther own; and that
~ fhe fhould write by every poft, till the faw or
heard from Mifs Fitzallany

" Deeply affeted by the, mtelhgcncc con-
tained in this letter, the tears rolled 'in
quick: fucceffion  down the cheeks of our
heroine. At one moment fhe pictured. her
refpetted’ Lady Fitzallan in the icy arms of
Death ; at another fhe portrayed the: deli~
cate form of her beloved parent, haraffed, and
drooping from anxiety and fatigue. ' But fhe:
had no time to indulge her forrow; fhe
remembered that it was' her part to inform
Mifs Fitzallan of the melancholy tidingss
and theugh fhe could pretty' well appreciate
the real feeling of Catherine, yet fhe endea+
voured to compofe her éounténancc, erci--fh_ev
tried 1o/ gain“"adniitrance'to‘ her chamber.. |

.. As Lctfom was in the room affifting hcr :
SHkaid i Lady,
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Hearing her defcend the ftairs intabout
an hour, the haftily followed her. -She felt 4
tremor- féize her at the tbouchts of “the
-tidings fhe was about to commumcate, and
which had been fo frivoloufly delaved.

Cathenne began.—¢¢ Why, Mifs Lawfon,
that very ungentlewomanly appeal for admif-
fion at the door of my chamber 2—Do -1
evcr ‘intrude  on - you in your hours of
retirement 2 e i

- ¢ The occafion wxll I.gﬁeve to »fay, :
plead my excufe,” = - e,

« Was the houfc on fire,” a{k;ed Cathe-
rine, angrily turning round (her back’ had
previoufly been towards our heroine). < Blefs
my ftars, what new freak—what’s in the
wind now !—Your morning ‘robe. ' Ohlia
freth cold, I iuppo{c 2 farcai‘ncaliy :

. ¢« No, Madam,” anfwered Clara ;- “and xf
you ‘would have heard me juft now, I'meant
to have fpared you the fatigue o d:c,ﬂin%
—You cannot go out to-n nghtal G5

Catherine ﬁarted —te Cannot, les Law-
fon '-—-Is Lady F itzallan dead then 27’

; “"NOC
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| could not refift the temptatxon, ‘but entered
in defiance of propriety, even in defiance of
the gallant Colonel Darnley. —What would :
« bes thmk of this mtervww " faid he in an
amtared tonc of voice, nﬁno from. his featy
and going to another part of the room, as
if he feared toread the countenance of Clara,
or to hear her anfwer. : it ]
< ] never with to know his thouuhts on
this or . any. othcr fub_le& ? faid ,C,lara*
warmly. ' ¥
¢ God blefs you for an ancrcl ! Say thofc1
words again !”’ ' '
S Whyp. Are they le‘qult to cornpre-;,
hendif A = Ty
"~ No, no, no; thcy are cafy, charmmg,r
delightful |—Give me your hand: 1. mult
not (tay a moment longer !"”—He haftily
caughe i, prefied it to his lips, and in a
mommt left the houfe. e A
Tbc intercft which Fairfax had takcn m‘
her health-—-hls looks, his acccnts ‘his hur-,
ried mauner, his agitated departurc, could.,
not be xmlconﬁrued and while Clara ’s eyes.
6 ; it were
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\%*"éré“”&péﬁéd*“t‘d' the “pléafing certainty of
being’ beheld by himwith fond regard, ‘fhe
wondered ht the ‘mannet in’ which he

' checked 'a"declaration, “which it was eafy

| 80iperceive was, on the pomc of cfcapmv hxs
e s

\ ~She oW felt ﬂﬁat he was dear to her heart,
that his welfare was neceﬂ'ary to her happi-
nefs; fo wonderfully was her felf-knowledge

 increafed by this fhort interview ; and fhe
refolved to lay a corrc&,ﬂatemcnt of her
heart and its'emotions before the indulgent
eve of her mother. But this was not the’

‘time for fuch a difclofure ; more awful con-
fiderations awaited the bed of ficknefs—the
hour ‘of "death!—and her thoughts again
returned to the dear and fuﬂ"cnng mhabxt-
ants at the Caftle. :

* Mifs Fitzallan retorned from her evening’ 5
amufcmcnts in high good humour and fpl-
rits. 'She chafted on - indifférent fubjetts
till a-late hour, and feemed to pride herfelf

on'fhewing her: companion thc tranfcendent

ﬁomtu’dc of ‘her narure. o

% ~ CHAP.

e
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lation of a pcrfon, ere y’ou brmo his mef— :

Hoe il

The man retucd but rcturncd accuh'

lmmedlately ;

e Whe f’tranccr fays, ‘Madam, that hls ]

name is unknown to you, but chat hls buﬁ-
nefs is of immediate confcquence.
Clara fprang from her feat,

‘€< Shall I go? fhall I fpeak to him, leé'
Fitzallan.—1 fear that Lady F 1tzallan, per— .

haps my mother, has fent—

-+ How ridiculous you make yourfeif"j
Mxﬁ; Lawfon! Could your mother, thinle §
you, eafily dlfpatch any thing in the fhape

of a ftranger to Mifs Fxtz‘allan, from the

: prccm&s of her own Caftle.  You forget,

child, that a f'cmalc in my {’catlon has un-
: avmd 'bly a number .of matters to arrange,

a great deal of buﬁnefé o fettle, 2 multl-

'phcuy of aﬂ‘atrs to attend to. ‘Bld the gca— ;

tlcman walk m.” :
Thc fervant once more rctumcd alone. ;

- He fays, Madam, that the naturc of

V‘VhlS buﬁnei’s 15 as anate as 1: 1 urocnt 5 but,
YOI SN it

= ~
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