











4 ' LEONORA-

And is it possisble that Olivia 'can' envy
these #ideless-blooded souls their happi-
ness—their apaéhy? Is her high spirit
so broken -by adversity ? Not such the
promisé of her early years, not such the
language of her unsophisticated heart!
Alas ! T scarcely know, I scarcely recol-
lect, that proud self, which was wont to
defy the voice of opinion, and to set at
nought the decrees of prejudice. The
events of my life shall be related, or.
rather the history of my sensations; for
in a life like mine sensations become
events; a metamorphosis which you will

see in every page of my history. I feel

- an irresistible impulse to open my whole

heart to you, my dear Leonora. I ought

 to be awed by the superiority of your

L a2

understanding and of your character,
yet there is an indulgence,in your na-

ture, a softness in your temper, that dis-
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%yranny of English laws, that chai;x, eter-
na‘liy gallin‘g to innocenc‘e, can be severed
only. by the desperatlon ofiiviee. - Di-
VOICe, 2 accmdmO' to our barbaxous insti-
tu’clons, cannot be obtained without guilt.
Appalled at the thought, I saw no hope
bup in submission. Yet to submit to live
With:;zéﬂlﬁrﬂ%%l could not love, was, to
a mind tike mine, impossible. My princi-
ples and my feelings equally levolted
from tlns legal P]OStltutIO]'l _ﬂfVe sepa-i
rated. I s0u0hj: for balm to my Vvound—"
ed heart in foreign chmes : ‘

To fhe beauties of natme, I was ever
feehno}y “alive.  Amidst the sublime
“scenes of Switzerland, and on ‘the con-
secrated bmders of her qlass1c lakes, I
sometimes forgot myself to hﬂppiness.f
Felicity, how - ,trransient‘ |—transient as :

ﬂ}e' day-dreams that played upon n}y}
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fancy in the bright mornidg"'éf love,
Alas! not all creation’s charms could
soothe me to repose. = wandeted in
search of that which chahge_ég*p!ace
cannot afford. There was an aching
~void in my heart—an indescribable sad-
ness over my spirits. Sometimes I had
recourse to books; but how few were
in unison with ﬁly feelings, or touched
the, trembhng chords of my disordered
mind ! Gemmon place morality I could
not endure. History presented nothlnm
but a mass of crimes. Metaphys:c&
promised some. relief, and I bewildered
myself i their not me]ecrant labyrmth
But to the bold genius and exquisite 3
pathos’ of some German mnovelists
I hold miyself indebted for my largest
;,:pgrtion of . 1deal 'vbliss; for those rapt
"fpoménté, Wl"]ex} sympathy with kindred

A

-
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natural state of thbse who liave the mis-
fortune to feel with delicacy.
You, my dear Leonora, will class this
notion mongst what you once ealled
my refined errors. Indecd I must cons
feés, that I see in you an excepti&h 50
stl‘iking as aln)osrt‘ to compel me to we-
linquish my theory. But aéai11 let me
remind you, thatyour lot in life has been
different from mine, Alas! how dif-
ferent! Why had not I such a friend,
such a mother as yours, early to d:uecl,
my uncertain steps and to educate me tor
happiness? I might have been . . .
But no matter what I might have been !
I must tell you what I have

been. | ;
Sepeiréted from my husband, without a 7\
,g'uide, without a fl‘iend at themostperilous

",p,eriod of my life, I was left to that most
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LETTER 1II.

I'qom Lat% ly Leonora L— to her Mot]zer the
Duchess of » enclosing the preceding
Letters.

May 2d.

I AM permitted to send you, my dear

mother, the enclosed letters. Mixed with
what you may not approve, you will, I
think, find in them proofs of an affec-
tionate heart and superior abilities. Lady
Olivia is just returned to England. Scan-
dal, imported from the Continent, has
had such an effect in prejudicing many
of her former friends and acquaintance
against her, that she is in danger of
being excluded from that society of

which she was once the ornament

and the favourite: but I am deter-
({

mined to support her cause, and to do

every thing in my power to counteract



-

the effects of malignity. I cannot suffi--

cie'ndtl_y express the indignatio%ﬂ]at I feel

against the mischievous spirit of scandal,
which destroys happiness®#t every breath,
and which delights in the-meanest of all

LEONGKA. 15

malwnant feelmws the triumph over the

errors of superior characters, : Olivia has-‘

been much bhlamed, because she has been

much envied.

Indeed, my dear mother, you have

been preJudJced awamst her by false re-

poxts. Do not imagine that her fasci-

nating manners have bl.nd?d my judg-

ment : I assure you that I have discerned,

6r_ rather that she has revealed to me, all'

her faults; and ought not this candour

to make a strong impression upon my

mind in her favour?  Consider how
young, how beautiful she was at her first
entrance into fashionablelife ; how much

exposed to temptation, surrounded. by

SRS, NG < N
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LETTER IV.

The Duchess of —— to her -‘:ﬁ'aughter.

‘MY DEAREST CHILD, ‘ May 5th.
I MUST answer your last before l'sleep—’-'
before T can sleep in peace. I have just
finished reading the rhapsody which it
enclosed ; and whilst my mind is full and
warm upon the subject, let me write, for
I can write to my own satisfaction at no
other time. I admire and love you, my
child, for the generous indignation you
express against these who trample upon
the fallen, or who meanly triumph over
the errors of superior genius; and if I
seem more cold, or more severe; than
you wish me to be, attribute this to my
anxiety for your happiness, and to that
caution which is perhaps the infirmity of
age. : .

YOL, I. i
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In the course of my long life I have,
alas' seen Vice and Folly dressed in so
: many dlﬂ'erent fashions, that I can find
no dlf’ﬁcult% in detecting them undex any
' Adlsgulse but your unplactlsed eyes aré
'almqs,t as easily degelved as when you
were five years old, and when you could
not believe that your pasteboard Nun
was the same person in her various
changes of attire. '

Nothing would tempt you to assoclate
with those who havevrawgwed themselves
regardless of right and wrong ; but I must
warn you against. another, and a far more
dangerous class, who' professmv thie most
refined delicacy of sentiment, and boasting
of invulnerable virtue, exhibit themselves
in the most improper and hazardous situ-
ations; and who, because they are with-
out fear, expect to be deemed free from re-
proach. Either from miraculous ‘good for-
tune, or from a singularity -of temper,
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~ these adventurous heroines may possibly
escape with what they call perfeoga inno-
cence.—So much the worse for soc1ety i
Their example tempts others, Who fall a sa-
crificé to their weakness and folly. I would
punish the tempters in this case more than
the victims, and for them the most effec-
tual species of punishment is contempt.
Neglect is death to these female lovers of
| notoriety. The moment they are out of
fashion, their power to work mischief
ceases. Those who from their ﬂ‘chéx.ll'a.cter'
and rank have influence over pPublvic opi-
nion, are bound to consider these things
in the choice of their associates. ~This is
peculiarly necessary in days when at-
tempts are made to level all distinctions.
You have sometimes hinted to me, my
dear daughter, with all proper delicacy;
that Tam too strict in my notions, and
that, unknown to myself; my pride mixes

c 2
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with morality. Be it so: the pride of ..
~ family,iand the pride of virtue, should
rgmprocally support each other. Were I
asked what T think the best guard to a
nobility in this, or in any other country, I
shc-)uld“answer, Virture. I admire that
simple epitaph m Westminster Abbey on
the Duchess of Newcastle :—¢¢ Her name
was Margaret Lucas, youngest sister to
the Lord Lucas of Colchester ;—a noble
family, for all the b1 others were valiant
and all the sisters virtuous.”

I look to the temper of the times in
forming rules for conduct. Of late years
we have seen wonderful changes in female
manners. I may be like the old Marquis
in Gil Blas; who contended that even the
peaches of modern days had deteriorated :
but I fear that ﬁly complaints of the

degeneracy of human Kkind are better
founded than his fears for the vegetable
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_creation. A taste for the elegant profli-
gacy of French gallantry was, I remember,
introduced into this country befére the
destruction ef the French monarchy.
Since that time, some sentimental writers

.and pretended philosophers of our own
and foreign countries have endeavoured
to confound all our ideas of mora'lity.-
To every rule of right they have found
exceptions, and on these they have fixed
the public attention by adorning them
with all the splendid decorations of elo-
quence ; so that the rule is despised or
forgotten, and the exception triumphantly
established in its stead. These orators
seem as if they had been feed by Satan to
plead the cause of Vice; and as if pos-
sessed by the evil spirit, they speak with.
a. v%hemence which carries away their
anditors, or with a subtlety which de-
ludes their better judgment. They put
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extreme cases, in which virtue may be-
come y;ge, or vice virtue: they exhibit
criminal passions in constant connexion
with the most exalted, the most amiable
virtues ; thus making use of the best feel-
ings of human nature for the worst-pur-
poses, they engage pity or admiration
perpetually on the side of guilt. Eter-
nally talking of philosophy and philan-
thropy, they only borrow the terms to
vperp'lex the ignbraﬁt' and seduce the ima-
ginative. They have their systems and
their theories, and in theory they pretend
that the general good of society is their
sole immutable rule of morality, and in
practice they make the variable feelings
of each individual the judgeé of this ge-
neral good. Their systems disdain all
the vulgar virtues, intent upon some beau
ideal of perfection or perfectibility. 'fhey
set common sense and common honesty
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ot deﬁa.m:e l?:{o matter :—their Vdocb
trine, 50 =@0nvenimb:-'s@; the passions and
sopdpiﬁc‘r to the ;ev.'cogisciezﬁge,;;.@g:&ﬁ never
‘want partisans: ,eé;pﬁéizalzly-;by Weait and
enthusiastic women -t is- ;av.ddptfedl .and
pmpagated with eagerness;; then “they
become _personages of - 1mpom:ame and
zealots in support of theu subhme
opimions :—and they can read; and they
can write ; and they can talk ; and they
can effect a revolution in 'vabﬁc‘ opinion ! .
1 am afraid, indeed, that they»’iéa‘,n;- for of
late years we have heard more" of senti-
ment than of principles; more of the
rights- of woman than of her duties: We
‘have seen talents disgraced by the con-
duct of their possessors, and perverted in
“the vain attempt to defend what is un-
Justlﬁable i
‘Where must all this end >—where the
abuse of reason inevitably ends, in the
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ultimate law of force. If in this age of
reason women make a bad use of that
power which they have obtained by the
cultivation of their understanding, they
will degrade and enslave themselves be-
yond redeniption 5 they will reduce
their sex to a situation worse than
it ever experienced even in the ages
of ignorance and superstition. If men
find that the virtue of women diminishes
in proportion as intellectual cultivation
Increases, they will connect, fatally for
the freedom and happiness of our sex,
t}y ideas of female ignorance and female
mnocence ; they will decide that one is
the effect of the other. They will not
pause to distinguish between the use and
the abuse of reason ; they will not stand
by to see further experiments tried at
their expense, but they will prohibit
knowledge altogether as a pernicious
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commodity, and will exert all the supe-
rior power which nature and society
place in their hands, to enforce'their de-
crees.  Opinion obtained freedom for
women ; by opinion they may be agéiﬁ
enslaved. It is therefore ‘the interest of
the female world, and of society, that
women should be deterred by the dread
of shame from passing the bounds of
discretion. No false lenity, no paftial-
ity in favour of amusing talents or |
agreeable manners, should admit of ex-
ceptions which become dangerous ex-
amples of impunity. The rank#and
supefior understanding of a delinjuent
‘ought not to be considered in mitigation,
but as aggravating circumstances. Rank
makes ill conduct more conspicuous:
talents make it more dangerous. Wo-
men of abilities, if they err, usually em-

ploy all their powers to justify, rather
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as great, as certain, and as perma-
nent. oy ;
In former times, a single finger pointed :
at the scutcheon of a knight challenged
him to defend his fame ; but the defiance
was open, the defence was public; and
if the charge proved groundless, it injured
none but the malicious accuser. In our
days, female reputation, which is of a
nature more delicate than the honour
of ;my knight, may be destroyed by
the finger of private malice.  The
whisper of secret scandal, which admits
of no fair or public answer, is too often
sufficient to dishonour a life of spotless
fame. This is the height, not only of in-
justice, but of impolicy. Women will
_ become indifferent to reputation, which
it is so difficult, even by the prudence
of years, to acquire, and which it is s0.

casv to lose in a moment, by the malice
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or thoughtlessness of those, who invent
or who repeat scandal. Those who call
themselves the world, often judge with-
out listening to evidence, and proceed
upon suspicion with as much prompti-
tude and severity as if they had the most
convincing proofs. But because Ceesar,
nearly two thousand years ago, said, that
a woman ought not even to be suspeéted,
and divorced his wife upon the strength
of this sentiment, shall we make it a
general maxim, that suspicion Justifies
punishment ? We might as well applaud
those, who when their friends are barely
suspected to be tainted with the plague,
drive them from all human comfort and
assistance.

Even where women, from the thought-
less gayety of youth, or the impulse of
inexperienced enthusiasm, may have ]

given some slight cause for censure, I
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would not have Virtue put on all her
gOrgobn terrors, mor appear circled by the
vengeful band of prudes; her chastening
hand will be more beneficially felt if she
wear her more benign form. To place
the imprudent in the same class with the
vicious, is injustice and impolicy : were
~ the same punishment and the same dis-
grace to be affixed to small and to great
offences, the number of capital offenders
would certainly .i.ricrea'se.. Those who
~were disposed to yield to their passions,
would, when they had once failed in
exact decorum, see no motive, no fear
to restrain them ; and ‘there would be
10 pause, no interval between error
and profligacy. Amongst females who
have been imprudent, there are® many
things to be considered which ought to
! recommend them to mercy.  The judge,

when he is obliged to pronounce the im-
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that allusion is not argument—and I am
almost afraid to proceed, lest you should
think me an advocate for vice. 1 would
not shut the gates of mercy, inexorably
and indiscriminately, upon all those‘ of

my own sex, who have even been more

. than im prudent.

¢¢ He taught them shame, the sudden sense of ill—
Shame, Nature’s hasty conscience, which forbids
Weak inclination ere it grows to will,

Or stays rash will before it grows to deeds.”

Whilst 2 woman is alive to shame,

|  she cannot be dead to virtue. But, by

injudicious or Incessant 1'epr6ach, this
principle, even where it is most exqui-
site, may be most casily destroyed.
The mimosa, when too long exposed, to
each rude touch, loses its retractile sen-
sibility. It ought surely to be the care
of the wise ‘and benevolent to cherish

that principle, implanted in our nature
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as the guard of virtue, that principle
upon which legislators rest the force of
punishment, and all the grand interests
of society. '

My dear mother, perhaps you will be
surprised at the style in which I have
been writing, and you will smile at hear-
ing your Leonora discuss the duties of
legislators, and the grand interests of
society. She has not done so from pre-
sumption, or fgdm affectation. She Was
alarmed by your supposing that her
judgment was deluded by fascinating
manners, and she determined to produce
general arguments, to convince you that
she is not actuated by particular pre-
possession.  You see that I have at least
some show of reason on my side. I
have forborne to mention Olivia’s name :
but now that I have obviated, I hope by
reasoning, the imputation. of partiality,

VOL. I. D

.
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I mz;,_y observe that all my arguments
are stxzongly in her favour.  She has
been attacked by slander; the world has
condemned her upoh suspicion merely.
She has been impfudent; but T repeat
in the strongest terms, that I am con-
winced of her nnocence; and that 1
should Dbitterly regret, that a woman
with such an affectionate heart, such
uncommon candour, and such superior
abilities, should be lost to society.
Tell me, my dear mother, that you
are no longer in anxiety abiqut the con-
sequences of my attachment to Olivia.
- Your affectionate daughter,

LEeoNORA.
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LETTER VL

The Duchess of to her Daughter.

; May 20th.
YOU lament, my dear child, that such
an affectionate heart, such great abilities
as Olivia’s, should be lost to society-
Before I sympathize in your pity, my '
judgment must be co&nx'finced that it-is
reasonable. ' i

What proofs has Lady Olivia given of
her affectionate heart? She is at variance
with both her parents; she is separated
from her husband; and she leaves her
child in a foreign country, to be educated
by strangers. Aml to understand, that
her ladyship’s nedlectmd to pexfoxm the

duties of a daughter, a wife, and a
mother, are proofs of an affectionate
heart> As to her superior talents, do

D 2
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ihey contribute to her own ﬁappinc:sgh
or to the happiness of others? Evidently
not to her own £ fpr, by her account of
herself, she is one of the most miserable
‘wretches a,li\.{é! She ‘tells you that ¢ she
went to foreign climes in search of balm
for a wounded heart, and wandered from
place to place, looking for what no place
could afford.” She talks of ¢¢ éindescri-
bable sadness—-aﬁ achmg woid—an m-
penetrable pr ison—darkness wisible—dead

»

bodies chained to living ones;” and she
exhibits all the disordered furniture of a
-¢¢ diseased mind.” But you Say, that
though her powers are thus insufficient to
make hersclf happy, -they may amuse or
instruct the world; and of this I am to
judge by the letters which you have sent
me. You admire fing writing; so do L
I class eloquence high amongst the fine

“arts.  But by eloquénce I mean some-
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through any one, or all of them, to e%f
tricate herself with a noble contempt of -
prejudice.

I have promised to reason calmly;
but T cannot repl'e'ss@,f&h{e' terror which T
feel at the idea of my daughter’s becom-
ing the friend of one of these women.
Olivia’s letters are, I think, in the true
heroine style; and they might make a
brilliant figure in a‘gertain class of novels.
She beg'ins with a bold exclamation on
¢ the misfortune of being born a wo-
man !—tzhe slave or the outcast of socie,t_:y,-
condemned to incessunt hypocrisy !” Does
she mean modesty? Her manly soul
feels it ‘¢ the most degrading punishment.
that omnipotent cruelty could devise, to
be imprisoned in a female form.” Trom
such a masculine spirit some fortitude
and magnanimity mig%’t be expected ;

but presently she begs to be pitied, .for



e
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%'oken spirit, 'and ‘more than female
‘__tenderness of heart T have observed
that the ladies, who wxsh to be men, are
usually those Who have not suﬁ‘ﬁment'
strength of mind to- pe Women.

Olivia proceeds in an ironical strain
to.envy, as  the happiest of their sex,
those @ha submit to be swathed by cus-
tom.” These persons she stigma.tizes with
the epitbhet of tideless=blooded. 1t is the

common trick of unprinecipled women to

affect to despise those who conduct

selves with plopnety Prudence they term
'coldness, f'm‘utude, znsenszbzhtu, and re-

| gard to the rights of others, prejudice.. By

‘ this perversion of t'erm.}s they would laugh -
Ol sneer virtue out of countenance; and,
by robbing her of all praise, they would
deprive ‘her of all immediate motive.
Conseious of theiffown degradation, they

would lower every thing, and every
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body, to their own standard they would
make you beheveﬂﬁnat those who have’
not yle-lded to their passions, are desti-
dute of sensibility ; that the love, which
is not blazoned forthin glaring colours,
is not entitled to our sympathy. _}‘he
sacrifice of the strongest feelings of the
human heart to 2 semse of duty 1s to
be called mean, or absurd; but the
shameless phrenzy. of passion, exposing
itself to public gaze, is to be an object
of admiration. These heroines talk of
stréhgtb of mind; but they forget that
strength of mind is to be shown in re:
Sisting their passions, not in yielding
to. them. Without being absolutely of
an opinion, which I have heard main-
tained, that all virtue is sacrifice, I am
convinced, that the_essentia.l character-
istic of virtue is to'shear and forbear.

These sentimentalists can do geither.






4 LEONORA.
relief.” In these. days a "f‘le?@me n"'

j kg
not be a moxahst but she must be a

metaph-'yslclan. She must 5‘7t'ander n

the not inelegant labyrinth 37 and if in
the midst of ‘it ‘she . _.ines"‘ uRdvates
upon the monster Vlée she must ugt
start, though she have no clew to secure
her retreat. L
From' metaphysics Lady iy went
on to German novels. ‘SBorher Zargcst.
portions of bliss, for those rapt moments,
whick. consigned vulgar realities to ob-
livion, she owns herself indebted to
those wiiters, who promise an- ideal
world of pleasure, which, like thé mirage
n theideser.t, bewilders. the feverish ima-
‘gination. I always suspected the imagi-
nation of these women t_)’f feeling to be '
more susceptible than their hearts. They
want excitation for their morbid sensi-

bility, and they care not at what ex-
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“‘nse it s proculed If they cou]df"

' ,make all the pleasufes of life into one
cordial, they would swallowit ata draught
in a fit of sentimental spleen. The men-

tal intemperane - that they ndulge in

plgn]ISCUQLlS novel—rcadmg, destroys all
vigour and cleamess of judgment, every
thing dances in the varying medium of
their imégination. Sophistry passes for
reasoniing ; nothing appears profound but
wlgat is obscure; mnothing sublime but
what is beyond the reach of  mortal
comprehension.  To their vitiated taste
the simple pathos, which oersteps mot
the mo(‘l‘é_sty of mature, appears cold,
tame, and insipid; they must have seénes
and a coup de thédtre ; and ranting, and
raving, and stabbing, and drowning, and
poisoﬁing ; for withe them there is no
Jove without murder. Love, in their

yepresentations, is indeed a distorted,

]
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ridiculous, horrid. monster, ﬁom whorr
COMMON SENSe, taste, decency, and na-
ture recoil.

“But I will be calm.—You say, my
dear Leonora, that ygmr ‘judgment has
not been blinded by Lady Olivia's fasci-
nating manners ; but that you are strong-
ty influenced in her favour by that can-
dour, with which she has revealéd to you
all her faults. The value of candour n
individuals should be measured by their
sensibility to shame. When a woman
throws off’ all restraint, and then desires
me to admire her candour, 1 arhgjggs,tonisll-
ed only at her assurance. Do '1}ot be
the dupe of such candour.  Lady Olivia
avows a criminal passion, yet you say
that you have no doubts of her inno-
cence. ‘The persuasion of your unsus-
pecting heart 1s no argumeht: when you

give me any proofs in her favour, I shall
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,.--ﬁmy them all due attention. In the
mean time I have given you my opinion
of those ladies, who place themselves in

~ the most périlmis situations, and thea
expect you to believe them safe.

‘Olivig’s professmns of regard foa you
are indeed enthusmstlc She tells you,
that « Jour power is unlimited over her
heart and. understmz(lmb s t/zat your
frzendsiup would be“to her one of the
greatest of carthly blessings.” May be so
é-Bth I cannot wish you to be her
.ﬁiend With ‘whatever confidence she
makes ﬂle assertion, do not believe that
she. has a heart capable of feeling the
value of ‘yours. These sentxmental, un-
principled’ women make the worst
friends in the world. = We are often told
that, “poor creatures! they do nobody

any harm but themselves; but in society
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it is scarcely possible for a woman to
harm to herself J\vitvhout "doing harm to
others; all her connexions must be in-
volved in the consequences of her imp‘ru-
dence. Besides, what confidence can you
repose in them ? If ybu should happen to
be an obstacle in the way of any of their
ﬁincies, do you think that they will re-
spect you or your interests, when they
have not scrupled to sacrifice their own
torethe gratiﬁcation. of their. passions?
Do you think, that the gossamer of sen-
timent will restrain those whom the strong
chains of prudence could not hold ?

O!  wmy dearest child, forcibly as
these arguments carry conviction to my
mind, I dread lest your compassionate
generous temper should prevent their
reaching your understanding, Then let

me conjure you, by all the respect which
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LETTER VIL.

Leonora io her Mother.

May 27th.

: No daughter ever felt more respect for
the opinions of a pai‘e‘nt‘than I do for
yours, my dearest mother ; but you have
never, even from childhood, required
from me a blind submission, you have
always encouraged me to'desire convic-
tion. And now, when the happiness of
another is at stake, you will forgive me if
I am less' disposed to yield than I should

_ be, I hope, if my own interest or taste

were alone concerned.

You ask me what proofs I have of

Lady Olivia’s innocence. Believe me, T

have such as are convincing to my un-

biassed judgment, and such as would be
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sufficient to satisfy all your doubts, were
I at liberty to lay the whole truth before
you. Bu‘t even to exculpate herself,
Olivia will not ruin in your opinion her
husband, of whom you imagine that she
has no reason to complain. I, who know
how anxious she is to obtain your
esteem, can appreéiate the sacrifice that
woshe makes; and in this instance, as in
.i’many others, I admire her magnanimity :
it is equal to her candour, for which she
is entitled to praise even by your own
principles, dear mother : since, far from
having thrown off all restraint, she is
exquisitely susceptible of shame.

As to her understanding—have no per-
sons of great talents ever been unfortu-
nate? Frequently we see, that they have
not been able, by all their efforts and all

 their powers, to remedy the defects in

VOL, I. O
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severity, she has given me the strongest
assurances, that she will do every thing
in her power to conquer it. Absence, you
know, is the first and the most difficult
step, and this she has taken. Her course
of reading displeases you: I cannot de-
fend it: but I am persuaded thatitis not
a proof of her taste being vitiated. Many
« people read ordma‘f'y novels as others take
snuff, merely from habit, from the want
of petty excitation ; and not, as you sup-
pose, from the ‘want of ‘exorbitant or
improper stimulus. Those who are un-
happy have recourse to any trifling
amusément,_ that can change the course
of their thoughts. I do not justify
Olivia for having chosen such comforters
as certain novels, but I pity her, and
impute this choice to want of fortitude,
not to depravity of taste. Before she

married, a strict injunction was laid upon

.
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be tired of the spemes of novels whrlch
she now admires, and that, onee surfeited
with these books, and convinced of their
- pernicious effects;” she will never relapse
_ into the practice of novel reading.
As to her taste for metaphysical books
Dear mother, I am very daring
to differ with you in so many points . . .
but permit me to say, that I do mnot
agree with you in detesting metaphysics.
People inay lose themselves in that laby-
rinth, but why should they meet with
vice in the midst of it? The characters
of a moralist, a practical moralist, and
a metaphysician, are not incompatible,
as we may see in many amiable and illus-
trious examples. To examine human
motives, and the nature of the ‘human
mind, 1s not to destroy the power of vir-
tue, or  to increase the influence of vice.

The chemist, after analysing certain sub-

i
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s‘taﬁﬁ:es, and after discovering their con~
stituent parts, can lay aside all that is
heterogeneous, and recompound the sub-
stance in a purer state. From analogy
we might infer, that the motives of meta-
physicians ought to be purer than those
of the vulgar and ignorant. - To cligif'
cover the art of converting base into
noble” pass-ioﬁs, or to obtain a uni-
versal remedy for all mental diseases, is
perhaps beyond the power of metaphy-
sicians; but in the pursuit, useful dis-
coveries may be made.

As to Olivia’s letters—I am somy I
sent them to you; for T see that they
have lowered, instead of raising her in
your opinion. But if you ecriticise let-
ters, written in 6penﬁess and confidence
of heart to a plzivatc friend, as if they
were set before the tribunal of the public,

you are . .. may I say it? mnot only
1



56 ' LEONORA.

severe, but unjust; for you try and con-
demn the subjects of one country by the
laws of another..

Dearest mother; be half as indulgent
to Olivia as you are to me ; indeed you
are prejudiced against her; and because
you sce some faults, you think her whole
character vicious. But:would you cut
down a fine tree because a leaf is
withered, or because the canker-worm
~ has eaten into the bud? Even if a main
branch were decayed, are there not re-
medies which, skilfully applied, can save
the tree from destruction, and perhaps
restore it to its pristine beauty ?

And now, having exhausted all my
allusions, all my arguments, and all my
little stock of eloquence, I must come to .

a plain matter of fact—

Before I received your dfter I had in-
vited Lady Olivia to sP@nd some time at

1
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L—-—— Castle. T fear that you will blame

my prccipitation, and I reproach myself
“for it, because I know it will give you
pain. However, though you will think
me imprudent, I am certain you would
rather that I were imprudent than unjust.
I have defended Olivia from what I be-
lieve to be unmerited censure; I have
invited her to my house; she has accept-
ed my proffered kindness; to withdraw
it afterwards would be doing her irre-
parable injury: it would confirm all
that the world can suspect: it would
be saying to the censorious—I am
convinced that you are right, and I
deliver your victim up to you.

Thus I should betray the person
whom I undertook to defend : her con- |
fidence in me, her having but for a mo- |
ment acce'flted my protection, would bq‘;{

W
|
t
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LETTER IX.

Olivia to Madame de P. 2

Juso 8,
PREPARE yourself, my ever dear and
charming Gabrielle, for-all the torments
of jealousy. Know, that since I came
to England I have formed a new friend-
ship with a woman who is interesting in
the extreme, who has charmed me by
the simplicity of her manners and the
generous sensibility of her heart. Her cha-
racter is certainly too reserved : yet even
this defect has perhaps increased her
power over my imagination, and conse-
quently over my affections. I know not
by what magic she has obtained it, but she
has already an ascendancy over me, which
would quite astonish you, who know my

wayward fancies and independent spirit.

{
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Perhaps this magic is only, as Leonore
de Galigai once said,  the power which
strong minds have over weal: ones.”

Alas! I confess my heart is weak in-
deed; and I fear that all the power
" of friendship and philosophy combined

will never strengthen it sufficiently. Oh,

Gabrielle! how can I hope to obliterate

from my soul that attachment, which
has marked the colour of my destiny for
years? Yet such courage, such cruel
courage is required of me, and of such I
have boasted myself capable. Lady Leo-

nora L , my new fiiend, has, by all
the English eloquence of virtue, obtain-
ed from me a promise, which, I fear, T
shall not have the fortitude to keep—but I
must make the attempt—~— Forbid R* ¥ s
to write to me——Yes! I have written
the words- Forbid R * * * to write to

me——Forbid him to think of me

=
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“areview or a levee; and the fashionable
beauties and celebrated ‘clzaracters of the
hour have all passed and repassed through
the magic lantern. A fresh showman
might make his figures a little more cor-
rect, or a little more in laughéble carica-
ture, but he could produce nothing new.
Alas ! there is nothing new under the
sun. Nothing remains for the moderns,
but to practise the oldest follies the new-
est ways. Would you, for the sake of
your female friends, know the fashion-

. able dress of a Parisian elegante, see

Seneca on the transparent vestments of

the Roman ladies, who, like these mo-=

dern belles, were generous in the display
 of their charms to the public. No doubt
these French republicanists act upon the
true Spartan principle of modesty : they
take the most efficacious method to pre-

vent their influence from being too great
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over the imaginations of men, by re-
nouncing all that insidious reserve,
which alone, can render even beauty
permanently dangerous. -

Of the cruelties of the revolution I can
tell you nothing new. The public have
been steeped up to the lips in blood, and
have surely had their fill of horrours

But, my dear fiiend, you say that I
must be able to give a just view. of
the present state of French soc1ety,
and of the best parts of it, because
I have not, like some of my country-
men, hurried about Paris from one -
spectacle to ar;oth‘er, seen the opera,
and the pIay-housés, and the masked
balls, and the gaming-houses, and the
women.of the Palais Royale, and the
lions of all sorts ; gone thlfo{;gﬁ the nsual
€r011tine of presentation and public din-
ners, drunk French wine, damned F{Ench

VOL. I. F
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cookery, and'.“come home content.” I

have certainly endeavoured to eniploy
my time better, and have had the good
fortune to be admitted into the best
private societies in Paris. These were
composed of the remains of the French
nobility, of men of letters and science,
and of families, who, without interfer-
ing in politics, devote themselves to do-
mestic duties, to literary-and social plea-
sures, The happy hours T have passed
‘in this society can never be forgotten,
and the kindness I have received has
made its full impression upon an honest
English heart. I will néver disgrace the
.confidence of my fr?ends, by drawing
their characters for the public.

Casar, in all his glory, and all his
despotism, could not, with impunity,
force a Roman knight* to go upon the

* Laberius.
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stage : but modera anecdote-mongers,
more cruel and insolent than Ceesar, force
their friends of all ages and sexes, to
appear, and speak, and act for the
amusement or derision of the Public. -

My dear friend, is not my resolution,
never to favour the world with my tour,
well grounded? I hope that I have
proved to your satisfaction, that I could
tell people nothing but what I do not
understand, or what is not worth telling
them, or what has been told them a
hundred times, or what, as a gentleman,
I am bound not to publish.

Yours truly, )
# ’
i N 3B,
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" sistible ‘fransit{t)ns from soft, silent lan-

guor, to brilliant, eloquent enthusiasm,

All the gestures and attitudes of Anasta-
sia are those of taste and sentirﬁegt,

nguora’évare simply those of nature,

La belle nature, but not le beau idéal.
With a figure that would grace any
court, or shine upon any stage, she-"
usually enters a room without produding,
or thinking of producing, any sensation ;
she moves often without seeming to have
any other intention than to change
her place; and her fine eyes - gene-
rally look as if they were made only
to see with. At times_she certainly has
a most expresr;fve and intelligent counte-'
nance. I have seen her face enlightened
by the fire of.genius, and shaded by the
exquisite touches of sensibility ; butall
this is merelySealled forth by the occa-

si?)n, and vanishes before it s noticeq by
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their ._c:iniild’;en. does Qnot appear to be so
strong in the h'eartsuof English as of
French women. In En gla.nd ladies donot
talk of the sentiment of maternity wuth
that elewance and scnmbﬂnty with Wlnch
you cxpatlate upon it 'cpntl_nually m con-
versation. They literally are des bonnes
méres de famille,r not from the impulse
of tgentlmen‘c but merely from an @rly
instilled sense of duty, for which they
deserve little credit. Howeyer, they de-
vote their lives to their children, and
those who l,iave thc misfortune to be
their intimate friends are doomed to see
‘them half the day, or all day long,
oo through the part of the gqod mother
in all its diurnal monotony of lessons
and caresses. All this may be vastly
right—it 1s a pity it is so tiresome. For
my part I can@iot conceive how persons of
Superio_r tasté and talents can submit

»
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ship of the daisy, and the burthen of

\
&

my song may be
¢¢ Si douce est la Marguerite.”

Having now had the honour of spend-
ing nearly a weck in the society of the
celebrated enchantress, Lady Olivia,
you will naturally expect that I should
be much improved in the art of love :
but before I come to my irﬁprovemcnt’s;
T iust tell you, what will be rather more

‘. iu"teresting, that Leonora is perfectly
well and happy, and that I have the
dear delight of exclaiming ten times an
hour, ¢ Ay, just as I thought it would
be '—Just such a wife, just such a
mother, just such a mistress of a family
I knew she would make.”

“ Not to admire” is an art or a pre-
cept which I have not been able to prac-
tise much since I came here.  Some phi-
losophers: tell us that admiration is not |
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- would be eiinapossiible.< I wish you could
~ see the way in which .We'gfo‘-‘on together.
Our first setting out would have divert-
ed you.. Enter Lady Olivia breathless,
with an air of theatric expectation—ad-
vances to embrace Helen, who is laugh-
ing with Leonora—her back turned to-
wards the side of the stage at which Oli-

- via enters—Olivia pauses suddenly, and
measures Helen with @ long look. What
passed ‘in Lady Olivia’s mind at this
moment I do not know, but 1 guess
that she was disappointed wofully by my
appearance, - After some time she was
recovered, by Leonora’s assistance, from
her reverie, and presently bégan to ad-
mire my vivacity, and to find out that T
was Clarissa’s Miss: Howe—no, I was
Lady G.—n6, 1 was Heloisa’s Clara
but I, choosing to be myself, and in-
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have been separated for man); months. —
I was not present at their meeting :
but I came into the room a few
minutes after Helen's arival, and 1
should have thought that they had seen
one another but yestcrday. This dear
Helen was quite at ease and at home in
a few moments, and seemed as if she had
been living with us for years. I make
allowance for the ease of well-bred peo-
ple. Helen has lived much in the world,
and has polished manners. But the
heart ! the heart! is superior to polite-
ness ; and even ease, in some situations,
shows a want of fh_e delicate zact of sen-
timent. In a similar situation I should
have been silent, entranced, absorbed,
in my sensations—overcome by them
perhaps—dissolved in tears. But in He-
len there appeared no symptoms of real
scnsiigility—nothing characteristic—no-

thing profound—mnothing concentrated :
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calm ; but in souls of a superior cast, it is
a pmgnant pamful sensatlon, because it 1s
t00 strong ever Lo be tranquil. In short,
£ ’Tis bliss but to a certain bound— ‘
Beyond, ’tis agony.”
For my own part, the very dread that
I shall not be thoug oht to express enough,
depnves me of the power to speak or even
to feel. Fear, you know, extinguishes
‘affectxon . and of all fears the. dread of
not being sufficiently grateful operates
the most powerfully. Thus sensibility
destroys itself. —Gracious Heaven ! teach
me to moderate mine. : #
In the nature of the obhoatlon with
which Leonora has oppressed my heart,
there is something peculiarly humiliating.
Upon my return to this country 1 found
the malignant genius of Scandal bent
upon destroying my reputation. Repu-

mnon‘ 1 cannot convey to you, G-
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brielle, the importance which women in
England attach to that word, nor the
- emphasis with which it is pronounced. -

You have no idea of the miserable force
of prejudice which still prevails here.
There are some women who emancipate
themselves, but then unluckily they are
not in sufficient number to keep each
other in countenance in public. Ore
* would not choose to be confined to the
society of people who cannot go to
Court, though sometimes they take
the lead elsewhere. = We are full half
a century behind you in civilization;
and your revolution has, I find, afforded
all our stiffened moralists incontrovertible
ar-guments against liberty of opinion or
conduct in either sex.

I was thunderstruck when I saw the:.,

grave and repulsive faces of all my fe-
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gernow living. 'When I appeared in pub-
lic with a pers§onage of Leonora’s unble-
mished reputation, scandal, much against
her will, was forced to be silent, and it
was to be taken for granted that I was,
in the language of prudery, perfectly
innocent. Leonora, to be consistent in
goodness, or to complete her triuxﬁph in
the face of the world, invited me to
accompany her to the country.——I
have now been some weeks at this su-
perb castle. Heaven ‘is my witness
that I came with a heart overﬂowmg
with affection; but the painful, the ago-
nizing sense of humiliation mlxed with
my tenderest sentlments, and all became
bitterness msuﬁ“erable. ) Gabnelle'
you, and perhaps you alone upon earth,
can understand my feelings. Adieu |—
pity me—I must not ask you a single
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her at the antipodes, ifor I dread lest
Leonora should be implicated in her af-
fairs, and involved in her misery.

Last night this foolish woman, who
unluckily is graced with all the power

of words, poured forth a fine declama-

“tion in favour of divorce. In vain Leo-

nora reasoned, expostulated, * blushed.
Lady Olivia cannot blush for herself;
and though both Mr. 1> amd: L were
present, she persisted with that vehe-
mence which #betrays Tpersonal interest
in an argument. I suspect that she is
going to try to obtain a divorce from
her husband, that she may marry her
lover. Consider the consequences of this
for Leonora.—Leonora to be the friend
of a woman who will brave the infamy of
a trial at Doctors Commons ! But Leo-
nora says I am mistaken, and that all

this is only Olivias way of talking. I
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wish then, that if she does not intgnd‘ to
act like a fool, she would not talk like
one. I agree with the gentleman who
said that a woman, who begins by play-
ing the fool, always ends by playing
the devil. Even before me, though I
certainly mever solicit her confidence,
Lady Olivia talks Wii;hi the most -
Pl‘ud@f]t 'Aopenness of her love atfairs ;
not I think from ingenuousness, but from
inability to zestrain herself. Begih‘
what subjecf of conversition I will, as
far from Cupid as possible, she will
bring me back again to him before I
know where I am. She has no ideas
but on this one subject. Leonora, dear
kind-hearted Leonora, attributes this to
the temporary influence of a violent
passion, which she assures me Olivia
will conque.r,' and that then all her great

and good qualities will, as if freed from
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you wish me to speak to general charac-
ter, I can readily satisfy you. Common
repute 1s loud and upanimdus in favour
of her talents, beau'ty, and fashion: there
1s no resisting, Tam told, the fascination
of 11¢r manners and conversation ; but
her opinions are fashionably liberal, and
her practice as liberal as her theories.
Since her separation.fmm her husband,
her lover 1s publicly named. Some Eng-
lish friends plead in her fayour plato-
nic attachment: this, like beneﬁt of
clergy, is claimed of course for a first
offence: but Lady Olivia’s Pausxan ac-
quaintance are not so scrupulous or s0 old
fashioned as to think it an offence ; they
call it an arrangement, and to this there
can be no objection. As a French gen-
tleman said to me the other day, with an
unanswerable shrug,  Tout le monde

sait que R*** est son amant; dailleurs,
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LETTER XVIIIL

-
Madame dg‘ P~ to Olivia.

; ? Paris.
MY incomparable Olivia' your letters

I ® =
are absolutely divine. I am maussade,

1 vegetate. 1 é_annot be said to live the:

days when I do not hear from you.
~ Last Thursday I was disappointed - of
one of these dear letters, and Brave-et-
tendre told me frankly that I was so
little amiable he should not have known

me.—As to the rest, pardon me for not

writing punctually : I have been really
in a chaos of business and pleasure, and |

I do not know which fatigues most. But !

I am obliged to attend the ministers
every day, for thesake of* my friends.
A thousand and a thousand thanks for
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your pictures of your English fiiends :
sketches by a masterly hand must be va-
‘luable, whatever the subject. I would_
rather have the pictures than the reali-
ties. Your Helen and your Lady Leo-
nora are toq good for me, and I pity
you from my soul for being shut up in
that old castle, I suppose it is hke an old
castle in Dauphiny, where I once spent
a week, and where I was nearly frighten-
ed to death by the flapping of the old
tépestry behind my bed, and by the bats
which flew in through the broken win-
dows. They say, however, that our ckd-
teauw and yours are something different.
Of this I have no clear conception.

I send you three comforters in your
~ prison. A billet doux—a new novel—and
a pattern of my sandal; a billet-doux from
R¥%x says every thing for‘itself 5 but I
must say something for the new novel
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Zenobie, which I-now send you, is the
declared rival of SeraPhine. Parties have
.‘run high on both sides, and applications
were made and inuendoes discovered,
and wit and sentiment came to close
combat; and, as usual, people talked tiil
they did not understand themselves. For
a fortnight, wherever one x:ent the first
words to be heard on entering every sa-
lon were Seraphine and Zenobie.—Peace
or war.—Mademoiselle Georges and Ma-
demoiselle Duchesnois were nothing to
Seraphine and Zenobie. For Heaven’s sake
tell me which you prefer! But I fear
they will be no more talked of before T
have your answer. To say the truth, I
am tired of both heroines, for‘a fortnight
is too long to talk or think of any one
thing. '

I flatter myself you will like my san-
dals: they are my own invention, and
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my foot really shows them to advantage.
You know I might say, as du Ph¥*
said of himself, ¢ J’ai un pied dont Ia
petitesse échappe 4 la vitesse de la pen-
sée.”—I thought my poor friend Madame

Dumarais would have died with envy,

the other day, when I appeared in them

at her ball; which by the by was in all

its decorations as absurd, ‘and in as bad

taste as usual. For the most part these

nowveaur riches lavish money, but can |
never purchase taste or a sense of pro-
priety. All is gold: but that is not
enough ; or rather that is too much.—
In spite of all that both the Indies, Chi-
na, Arabia, Egypt, and even Paris can
do for t};em, they will be ever out of
place, in the midst of their magnificence:
they will never even know how to ruin
themselves nobly.—They must live and
die. as they were born, ridiculo;{s. Now
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I would rather not exist than feel myself
ridiculous.  But I believe no one living,
‘not even le petit d_"Heronville, knows
himself to be an object of ridicule. There
are no looking-glasses for the mind, and
I question whether we should use them
if there were. D’Heronville: is just as
you left him, and as much my amuse-
ment as he used to be yours. He goes
on with an eternal galimathias of patri-
otism, with such a self-sufficient air and
decided tone! never suspecting that
he says only what other people make
- him say, and that he is listened to, only
to find out what some ‘beople think.
Many will say before fools what they
would not hazard before wise men ;
not considering ‘that fools can repeat
as well as parrots. I once heard a great '
man remark, that the only spies fit to

be trusted .are those who do not know
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‘themselves to be such, who have no sa-
lary but what their vanity pays them,
and who are employed without being
aceredited #is

But treve de politique !—My charm-
ing Olivia, I know, abhors politics as
much as I detest metaphysics—from all
lips or pens but hers. Now I must tell
you something of yoin-‘ friends here.

O

ever, and dances as divinely. ’Tis a

talks nonsense as agreeably as

pity he cannot always dance, for then
he would not ruin himself at play. He
wants me to get him a regiment—éAs
if I had any power!—or as if T would
use it for this purpose, when I know

that my interesting friend Madame Q—

would break her poor little heart it ‘he
were to quit her.
Mon Ceur is as pretty as ever; but

she is now in affliction, ~She has lost her
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dear little dog Corisonde. He died sud-
den-i‘y‘;f almost in her arms! She will
erect a monument to him in her charm-
ing jardin Anglois.  This will occupy
her—and then “ Time the comforter’—
Inimitable Voltaire ! :
- Our dear Brillante has just had a su-
- perb hommage from her lover the com-
missary—a necklace and bracelets of the
finest pearls: but she cannot wear them
~yet: her brother having died last week,
she is in deep mourning. This brother
- was not upon good terms with her. He
never forgave the divorce. He thought
it a disgrace to hiave a sister une divorcée;
but he was full of prejudice, poor man,
and he is dead, and we need think no
more of him or of his faults. :
Our ci-devant chanoine, who married
that little Meudon, is as miserable as pos-
sible, and as ridiculous : for he is jealous

*
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of his young wife, and she is a franche-
coquette. The poor man looks as if he
fepegted sincerely of his errors. Whata
penitent, a coquette can make of a hus-
band ! Bourdaloue and Massillon would
have tried their powers on this man’s
heart in vain. e

Did I tell
a second time d»1vor«ced ? But this time it

is her husband’s doing, not hers. This
handsome husband has spent all the im-
mense fortune she brought him, and now i
procures a divorce for incompatibility of

temper, and is going to marry another

lady, richer than Madame G , and
_as great a fool. This system of divorce,
though convenient, is not always ad-
v)antageous to woinen. However, in
one point of view, I wonder that the |

yigid moralists do not defend 1it, as
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the Ponttneuf her horses took fright; for
there was a crowd and embarras, a man
having just‘vdrowned‘ himself—mnot for
love, but for hunger. How many men,
women, and-children, do you think drown-
ed themselves in the Seine last yearr
Upwards of two hundred. This is really
shocking, and a stop should be put to it
by authority. It absolutely makes me
shudder, and reflect. Mais, aprés nous
te déluge was la Pompadour’s maxim, and
should be ours.

Madame Folard se coiffe en cheveuz,
and Madame Rocroix crowns herself with
roses, whilst all the world knows that
either of them is old enough to be my
mother. In former days a woman could
not wear flowers after thirty, and was bel
‘esprit or dévote at forty, for it was thought
bad taste to do otherwise. But now every
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body may be as young as they please, or
as ridiculous.  Women have certainly
gained by the new order of things. \
Our poor friend Vermeille se meurt de
la poitrine—a victim to tea and late
hours. She is an interesting creature,
and my heart bleeds for her: she will
never last till winter. :
Do you know, it is said we shatl soon
have no wood to burn. What can have
‘become of all our forests? People should
inquire after them. The Venus de Me-
dicis has at last found her way down the
- Seine. Itis not determined yet where
to place her: but she is at Paris, and
that is a great poiﬁt gained for her.
You complainéd ‘that the Apollo stands
with his back so near the wall, that there
is no seeing half the beauties of his shoul-

ders. If 1 have any influence, Venus
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shall not be so served. I have been to
secher.  She is certainly divine—but not
French. I do not despair of seeing her
surpassed by our artists. i
Adieu, my adorable Olivia. I should
have finished my letter yesterday ; but
when I came home in the morning, ex-
pecting to have a moment sacred to you
and friendship, who should I find esta-
blished in an arm-chair in my cabinet,
but our old Countess Ci-devant. There
.was no retreat for me. In the midst of
my concentrated rage 1 was obliged to
advance and embrace her, and there was
an end of happiness for the day. The
pitiless woman kept me till it was even
too late to dress, talking over her family
m'isfort_unes ; as if they were any thing
to me. She wants to get her son em-

ployed, but her pride will not let her
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expression. Is it for him to talk of
scruples when upon this subject 1 have
none? I own to you that my pride and
my tenderness are sensibly woundeds "Tis
for him to convince me that I am in
the wrong. I shall not be at ease till
1 hear from you again, my amiable
filend : for my residence here becomes
insupportable. But a few short weeks
are past since [ fancied Leonora an'angel,
and now she falls below the ordinary
standard of mortals. But a few short
_weeks are past since, in the full confi-
dence of finding in Leonora a second
self, a second Gabrielle, I eagerly de-
veloped to her my inmost soul, yet now
my heart closes, I fear never more to
open. The sad conviction, that we have
but few ideas, and no feelings in common,
stops my tongue when I aftempt to speak,

chills my heart when I.begin to listen.
ﬂ.



LEONORA. 129

Do you know, my Gabrielle, I have
discovered that Leonora is inordinately
selfish?  For all other faults I havé
charity ; butsselfishness, which has none
to give, must expect none. O divine
Sensibility, defend me from this isola-
tion of the heart! All thy nameless
sorrows, all thy heart-rending tortures,
would I a thousand times rather en-
~ dure. Leonora’s selfishness breaks out
perpetually; and, alas! it is of the
most inveterate, incurable kind; every
thing that is immediately or remote-
Iy connected with self, she loves, and
loves with the most provoking per-
tinacity. Her mother, her husband, her
 child, she adores because they are her
own; and even her sister’s children,
because she considers them, she says, as
her own. All and every possible portion
of self she cherishes with the most
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sordnd partlahty All that touches these
relations touches her; and every thmcr
which is theirs, or, in other words,
‘which is hers, she deems excellent and
sacred. Last night I just hazarded a word
of ridicule upon some of the obsolete
prejudices of that august personage, that
duchess of old tapestry, her still living
ancestor. I wish, Gabrielle, you had
seen Leonora’s countenance. Her coleur ‘
rose up to her temples, her eyes light-
ened with indignation, and her whole
person assumed a dignity, which might
have killed .a presumptuous lover, or,
better far, might have enslaved him for
life. What folly to waste all this upon
such an occasion. But selfishness is ever
blind to its real interests. = Leonora 1s so
bigotted to this old woman, that she 1
51_1_reédy in mind an old woman herself.
She fancies that she traces a resemblance
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LETTER XX.
General B to Mr. L——.
MY DEAR L—, Baris, 180~ .

ENCLOSED I send you, according te
your earnest desire, Cambaceres’ reflec-
tions upon the intended new law of
divorce. Give me leave to ask why you
are so violently interested upon this oc-
casion? Do you envy France the bless-
ings of divorce? Do you wish that
English husbands and wives should have
thé*poWer of divorcing each other at
pleasure for incompatibility of temper?
And have you calculated the admirable
effect this would produce upon the tem-
per both of the weaker and the stronger
sex? To bear and forbear would then

be mo longer necessary. Every happy
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sion:  Yesterday evening, as I was re-
turning from a stroll in the park with
Mr.L——, we met Leonora; and me-
thought she looked embarrassed at meet-
ing' us. Heaven knows there was not
the slightest occasion for embarrassment,
and I could not avoid being surprised at

such weakness, I had almost said folly,

in a woman of Leonora’s sense, especially

as she knows how my heart is attached. -

In the first moments of our intimacy my
confidence was unbounded, as it ever is
in those I love. Aware as I was of the
light in which the prejudices of her edu-
cation and her country make her view
such connexions, yet I scrupled not
with the utmost candour to confess the
un%ortunate attachment which had ruled
my destiny. After this confidence, do
not suspicion and jealousy on her part

appear strange ? Were Mr. L—— and 1
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ing to gather a flower. We were now
within sight of the castle. I pointed to 7
one of the turrets over a..(%.q;lgic window,
upon which the gleams of the setting sun
‘prodﬁced a picturesquely romantic effect
—my glove happened to be off—and
Leonora unluckily saw that her husband’é
eyes were fixed upon my arm instead
of the turret to which I was pointing.
‘Twas a trifle which I never should h’avév
noticed, had she not forced it upon my
attention. She actually turned pale. I
had the presence of mind not to put
on ‘my glove.. '

I must observe more accurately; I
must *de\ci'de whether this angelic Leo-
nora is or is not susceptible of the
mortal passion ycleped jealousy. I con-
fess mycuriosity is awakened.

Adieu, my ever amiable Gabrielle.

11 L TR LAY,

¥OL. I z ¢
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