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Jane, on the peruspl of ‘this billt. She
was. altﬂ'nately swa'ed by these varying,
passxons she one moment felt the most
_ecstatic delight, in the certainty Af again -
‘conversing with the object of he- dearest
affections—the next, she shuddered at
‘his presence. . She fancied herself sooth-
ed by his conipassion, and cheered by
his forgiveness; then, humbled by his
scorn, and wounded by his’ reproaches. -
She dreaded, yet anxiously wished the
hour of their meeting. At one time, she
determined to demand his approbation of
her conduct; at another, to deprecate
his Just resentment. In this state <f in-
decrsxon, she veached the Earl’s, and was. :
met by her friend, who informed her,
FltZloy was already ‘there. After some
‘raillery on her flutterings, she took her
leave, and the agitated Jane entered the
-apartment to which she had been directed.

On the servants opening the door,
BS i T1t7roy
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thzroy had a&vanch to meet, as he sup-'
_posed the Countess!' but at sight of her
1epresentat1ve, he hastiiy retreated, while
she  followed, saying, ‘¢ Mr. Fitzroy, from
your conduct of last night, I fear I have
little to expect from. tixis mecting; yet,
do not condemn me unheard.” i
- He sunk into a seat; and covermg his.
face with his hands, remained  for some
momnents in a state-of .unutterable an-
~guish; till; rouzed by her. asking, ¢ Will
.you not speak to me, my friend?” he
arose, and in a broken voice demanded,
Why she thus added to the sufferings of
a vuetch her baseness had destroyedp
Then, stifling his emotions, he continued :
« Chruel, unwdrthywoman-!' Blessed as -
T feel myself on cur fates being separated,
I yet canno% behold - you without the:
most, awomzm g torture! — Wherefore,
then, did you mtrude yourself upon me?
Dld you seek, by Wltnessmcr to triumph
over -



SR 0Tty #i

GL‘RALDW(:OD e

ever my Weakn6559 Or c11c1 you WlSh to: :
hear me pronounc: the detestation in
which I hold your principles? If suchz
wis your desire, it shall not go ur»reward—
ed.—Go, and be satlsﬁed you Have my
ccontemptiiaid | -
2 ioiHolds Fltzmy—-m merey hold P! ex~
claimed the astonished lady, I cannot
bear your hate;—do not insult a wretch,
unjust-to you in act, but not in thought..
I came to ask for your compassxon to the: .
most lost of human beings. I am the
victim of a father’s necessities—wife to a
man I hate—vwithout one joy in life.
Smely, my offence has fallen hcavily
apon my head ; you need not have aug-
mented my distress, nor given me cause.
| to deplme, still more, my fatal mamage
‘with a man. whom my soul has evei
shuddered to think of. Baut, ouvht, thm
to degrade me in your opunon 2
¢« Mistake me not, Madam; i is. not
56 : sahlie
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the wife of Mr. Tw~ ddle 1% con&emn*
_no, the sacrifice to a father’s tylannv‘
would have claimed my compassion—my
leverencw I should—TI did, respect the
weakness which had undone me. " For-
getful of my own distress, my heart’ only
bled for' your’s;—I would ‘have died,
Lady Jane, to have lestored your peace.’
No, no ! it is not the helpless, the unwil-
ling wife, it is the votary of dissipation—
the idolater of folly-—the mistiess of
Lord Mor peth; who is ‘the obJect of my
lasting contempt. o
“ The mistress of Lord Morpeth
Graclous Heaven, support mel—Am T
awakef——And s it ~Fitzroy who thus;
treats me?” asked the weeping JTady; but
she spoke to vacancy—her lover had not
waited to either give ‘or Teceive ezpla-x'
nation. . : "
After some t:me spent in anamsh she
&etumeu home, and Was handed from her
camawe\
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_ carriage by - Lord Morperh, who con-
drcted her to an ajartment, with. the -
most anxious solicitude for the. dlsmder ‘
-which she apparently labomed under._

_ Seating her, he placed himself beside her,

. tenderly mqumng the cause, and entreat=
ing her to look up(m hiny as one devoted
to her service. = Ie was, at this ‘moment,

. the man on earth she would have avo_xded,, j
“but her voice would not suffer her to ex- -
press her sentiments—tears rolled down:
_her cheeks, while convulsive sobbmﬂsf
rent her bosom. :

Lord Morpeth kuelt at’ her feet anc} :
throwing his arms round hel, PlCSSCd her
to his héatt. §

At this instant the door Openea . and
Mr. Twaddle, with two servants, entered
/the room ; - the first callmo olty S AL
last, I have caught you, my Lady wife—
; :md'you, my - fr iendly Lord ; but don’t,
on any accoun‘r, let me. d1sturb yous—I -

: : have
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;have obtamed all T ‘want, and shall Ieave

you to your 1aptule B o
- Conscious innocency, for Lady Jane |
was really innocent of even intentional
guilt—unthinking, and imprudent, she
had most certainly been, but her heart .
was uncorrupted.  She, therefore; Te-
quested to be heard ; and .Jikewise. en-
treated Lord Morpeth wculd vindicate
her character, and account to Mr. Twad-
dle for the improper situation in which -
they had been discovered. This Twaddle.
declined listening to, gravely swearing
he had neither time, nor inclination, tobe
craramed . with lies; but that, at his n?-
turn, he would treat her sweet Ladyship
accoraing to her deserts—ana that his.
Lmdshlp should pay dear for hls dove= |
- making. :
He was no sooner gone, than Loul
Morpeth endeavour ed- to sooth his trem-
bling compamon, but in vain; she was
: 1osf
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beaut\y, and encouraged’ by the know-f"
ledcrg of her 1elucta(‘nt mamaoeJ he hzd. ’
attached himself to her, with shame he
confe_sged it, in the hope of engaging
_those affections her husband did net, nor -
“ever could possess. - That this hope had .
rather increased than diminished, by the
ease with which  his attentions had been
admitted, and the seeming preference
with which- they had been honoured.
That he e‘ar]y discovered; that the man
to whom her accursed father had sold
~ her, was as devoid of principle as he was
* of resolution, or ’hol}our';} and "that.ihef ;
was® destitute of ‘comnion regard for the
Woman he had married; yet that pride,
ot want of occupatr@n, would keep him
- mear her person, to the prevention of
* his design. " «To obviate this,” he con-
tinued, ‘I descended to court his inti- -
‘macy, and 1nt10duced him to other still
more ¢an gelous ﬂequamtances, who easily
' enoabed-'

<
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engaged lnm, in play and to whom he’
lost large sums of moahey, until his n;eces— .
sities threatened, .0y~ compelling- his re-
,ture te your society, to (leprwe me of it. :
Alarmed at the destruction of my dearest
hope, . for, by this time, you _had beco,me :
“necessary to my existence, I became his
banlker; and thought myself Well rewarded
by his absencec v i ;
¢“ I am now, LadyJ ane, amved at a
partof my confessmn, which; Iamsensi-
 ble, will require all your gentleness and hu-
manity to listen to with patience ; and
had I any other method to convince you
of the sincerity of my contrition, I should -
be tempted to Wxthhold what 1 gleatly
fear will Custress you, when knowir.
© ¢ Some censorious persons, envious,of”
,your ‘merit, or my ‘happiness, had dared
* to join our names, without that respect
which your innocence and virtue de-
manded These calumnies xeachecJ your,

<

; : ‘~, husband

® o8
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husb“md—-he taxedh me with the truth of
thens.  Mindful oﬁ)ly‘ of your repose, .I.
Jaboured to exculpate you from every
shadow of blame, and in so doing, *be- -
trayedahow deeply I was interested in
your welfare.. This, Twaddle commented
on, until he drew from mea repeated Hses
surance “of your innocence, with my
- avowal, that I should deem my fortune,
nay, my life, a chezipﬂrecpmpeﬁse for the
possession of your person and affections.
His reply was, that he wished, to his soﬁl-
I, or the devil had you, he cared not
which ; but if you WEre so cursedly Vit
tucus, he saw no hope of getting rid. of
you. Then, aftera moment’s hesitation,
~ headded, ¢ Come; my good feilow. don’t:
“despair. -——Lend me two thousand more,
and take ynul chance with hel——f'unt
heart never won fair lady.’ 1

¢ Shocked beyond expressxon I was .

on the pomt~ of gu’mo vent to my rage,
: : had
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had ot the thought cc rescum yowfrom ,
S8t Lh amonster suduenlymterposed Tode-
liberatea moment onsuch aproposal was to,
- consent—I dehbmater[ and was lest. Far
_from being a dlsgusted listener, I hecame
an active principal ; and the meeting of ;
" this day was contrived as the means of
throwing you under my protection: ;
¢ After this confession, I dare notadd
‘one word in my own behalf. To yourself
‘I must leave my cause. Should the fer-
vency of my affection, joined to the diffi-
culties of our 51tuat10n be a]lowed, in
some degree, :to- mltwate my offence,
and plead for your forgiveness, 1 chall
deem the remainder of my life, spent in
your service, too short to express my gla-
-tltude, ‘which will’ be as unbounded as
my love. But, you  are ill, Madam—

very ill.—Shall I call for assistance ?”
She motloncd to ring the hell—her
womam
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Woman was Qx‘dexem——and conducted her
'. {o her apartment, * ¢ " =
‘The various trials ‘of -the day had been
AA:too mych; they brouOht on a premature
. Jabour, and she was dehve: ed of a seven- .
months child, to the utter astonishment
of all her connections and dependents,
* tonone of whom she had given thesmallest
hint, of her situation., v- :
Here I must again interpose -in behan' ;
of my erring friend, whom my readets’
‘must coidemn, -and whom it is ‘not my
" intention wholly to exculpate. Yet. let
‘e’ ask, where had this unfortunate fe-
male a friend ? Was it possible to deem
her low-minded, brutal husband such?
—Wa$ it possible there could be any con:
. Hidential or tender mte.course between
-mmds so every way at variance? So far |
from it, she trembled at the sound of his
footsteps, and rather than endure. his
- gt presence,
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plesence, she would hve lived contented
_ir-a dungeon. Ste was sensible that he
~ought to be made¢ acquainted with what -
so uearly concerned him, but she was:
_hkewrse certain the mtelhbence could
never be received from her.  The Coun-
tess of Belmont was, indeed, her frieﬁd, ;
that is, she led her into dissipation—ridi-
culed *her virtues, until they wore the
“semblance of vices—and extolled her i
weaknesses, until they assumed the aspect
of virtues—participated -in her pleasures -
—ard laughed at-her sorrows.  Was this
a friend to speak to on so delicate. a sub
ject—a subject on which she dared not
trust herself to think; for the father and
" the child were saimmediately connected,
that the oné could mot occupy her
thoughts, without the other being pre-
sent.  Yet, there was one person worthy
of the confidence of Lady Jane, and to
her she every day mtended to discluse her
s:tuatxon, :

x
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situation, but relu~tance to enter on the

subject, each day di ‘posed her to post-
pone it. This perscn nad been the confi-
- dential selvant of the late Countes- of
Belmont, and had rellcrlously fulfilled .
the dying request of that parent, to sup-
ply, as far as circumstances would admit,

~ her place to her darling child. = She had
loncr mourned over the sorrows of the
mother—she was now called upon to par-
ticipate in those of the daughter, who lay
for several days, alike insensible to her
 afiliction, and her own. Her suspended
faculties at length regained their powers;
and she was pronounced out of danger. ¥

i CHAP,
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: haned your birth ; but you had st111
~ parent, who, . _by) doubling her dutles,
shielded you. From ' wrou ; and will yow
sefuse to follow such a 1n0n1t16553 She -
‘held the eliild forward, while the mother,
g extendmg her arms, recewed it; and bath-
ed its face with the tears ef contrition.
From this moment, it became her idol;
and from her éi;tentions to it, she derived
. a degree of happiness, she had desPaued
of ever regaining.
¢ This was, however, not of long du- -
_ratlon, the mteﬂwence of her conva—
lescence brought her husband to. her
apartment. He affected to feel his ho-
nour wounded, by the premature bisth of
~ her daughter,” whom he boisterously re-- -
nounced every claima to, and” insisted on
her signing a confession of its illegiti-~
‘macy. This she steadily refused ; when,
at last, provoked by what he termed her
insolence, he struck her & violent blow,
e yoroar, o c s and

Nt

e
»
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and ;aying, he gave f{'er ene hour to con-
sider, whether she an"’i her bastard would
“meet his vengeance, or comply with his
demahds, left her i lmprecatmo curses on
them both.

The distracted ‘mother gazed on the
helpless cause of her distress : — trem-
bling, she gazed;—cach moment threa-
tened destruction’to both *—no time was
to be lost. Wrapping, therefore, a cloak
about her, she descended the stair-case,
and passed unobserved into the street.
It was evening, which favourea her
escape. She walked on for some time, in
equal ignorance of where or what she
“interded, until a carriage passing, the

_ driver asked her, ¢ 1f she was going down
the read ?’ It was arzturn chaise, and she
gladly got into it.

Stupified with the terror and fatigue
which she had endured, she was incapa-
ble of thinking; and it was not until the

o post-
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post-boy had several tines demanded five
shillings, that she anderstood she must
Teave the carriage. v This she did with
some difficulty ; the little shenoi:h she

had regained since her 1llness being quite

exhausted. T he man, seemo she was i,
: recommended .her to go into the pubh,c
house, at which they had stopped. , She '
followed “him into a kitchen, where'seve-

1al people were drinking, one of whom,

resignedto her his s}:at; by the fire, sayin 2,

the young woman did not seem well.

This - 1emalk with ‘the crying of the
chxld drew the 1andlady s attention. The
youth; and extreme beauty, with the cle-
‘gant dishabille and unsecemly situation,
left no doubt upon the woman’s mind,
as to the occupation  of her guest, whot
she as readily pictuf‘ed to llerselﬁ asnewly
discarded by some brutal and surfeited
keeper ; and she mentally cursed the hard-
hearted wretch, who could abandon te
fopi ‘ - want,
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but his person was such as would, -had it

heen adorned with the feelin gs and edu- :

“cation of a gentleman, have been termed G

haadsome; yet his wife would have enter-

tained a strange opinion of the ‘taste of

tlmt ‘person who ‘should. have -acknow-
ledged this.. In her eye, the whole man.
was terrible—form, , mind, ‘and manners,’
were confounded beyond the powers- of
her 1magmat10n to separate. - She saw
“« Othello’s \’isad'e"fll his mind”’—she
; thought it what the woman had described;

and 1ead11V believed otners must think so,

L 100,

Her hostess raised her, saying, God’-

‘a-mercy l—Don’t take on so. Han't I
 bin your friend ?—and didn’t T as good
as swear I never set eyes unon you g

tells you, leave off crying, and I'll do

every thing as you wants me £o; ‘and -as
for your rewarding me, poor soul, T be-

. lieves you have as good as nothing for
: - yourself :
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»voursd[' ~but thaﬁ;s all one, I sha’nt_
turn my back upon you, now you bees in
h rouble. ~ May: be, 'ieaven may reward
~me, though I fears you hay’n’t got much
mtelesr there, nelther‘-—wmse Juck for
you. But this here Lord, and t’other
ugly fellow, will soon come back ;- 50 we
‘had better agree what’s to be done.—For
my part, when they comes, 1 thinks you
- had better slip- Uut of the back door, and

2o up the lane; and as soon as they be
| gone, T'll come and fetch you.”

* <1 will go this instant,. dear, blessed
Mrs. Shaw—I will go—not a moment is
to Lz lost,” exclaimed the almost Fr,arntic
- Jady. ' ‘
<« Well, then put on your cloak, and
T will see that the coast 15 elear.’’ s

She soon returned, “and accompanied
the trembling fugitive to the lane she
spoke’ of, and giving her directions where
to waac her coming, left her.

. ohe;
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7mg1y, near to her; it as she could not

now see them, she hoped they might not
dlSCOVCI her. The glimpse she had of

their pexsons was sufficient to conviace

her thqy were nexthel Lord Morpeth, nor-

her husband.

Somewhat 1ev1ved she crept close toa

large tree, and pressing her sleeping baby .

to her bosom, éndeavoured to recal her
- fleeting spirits, and attend to the con-
versation of the strangers ; who, she still

thought,” were employed to search for .

her. A hoarse voice soon convinced. her
this fear was groundless, by saying,

¢t V7e shall have warm WOPk of it, Maxk s

for he always goees well armed, and at-
tendeé There will be some hard knocks;

before we touch the cash. I hope you -

have not fmoot to load’ your ‘pistols, as

you did the other mfﬂﬂ;”

‘¢ Never fear me,” rePhed his compa- .
nion ;- I shall do my part, though I

am.
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(od will protect you,” She would have -
added a direction to her brother, but ma
ture could no more—she sunk lifeless at ;
his fee. j
He vad mstmctwe’f} cauOht the dllld
and stood for a. moment, in akmd of
stupid amazement. He at length at- |
tempted to raise the body; but finding
it cold and stiff, he said; ‘¢ Dead as my |
oran(hnother ;—but .that’s not your case, |
young one, for you 11]'11{6 noise enough.”
The sudden removal had -awakened it
and it cried piteously. He hushed ~it
to his bosom, still conti'nu'if);gf totalk to it.
“ Come, come, its‘time‘,enough for
you tc take on so, but you ave as cold,
now, as you ever can be, until you are
‘like your poor mother, there—her cloak
- would not keep her warm, you see ;—Dby
Jove, but that’s well thought on—it may
you, thouoh—she has done with it, and
you are her heu at law, so may fairly
takp possession.”. ¢ .. Mitheu$
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,trea?ed she Would Kot thmk of leavmg

him, as her presence would be, at least,
a check upon his follies. - :
She rephed £5As b0, that matter,,, A

" could not be ‘worse than he was, and she

would not be made a fool of any longer,
besides, she should die outright if she
staid in this vile town, without a mouth-
ful of fresh air, or a soul to speak to: For
she wasn’t such a fool but she could see

that all the fine folks Ton'ljr axt her to their,

houses to laugh at her, and to make game
of her breeding; thof, for any thing she
could find out, she was more politer than-
they were. But, be that as it might, she’

' Wou]d go down to ‘Beech- Grove and she

added “IF you havent a mind to be

“stewed to death in this dxsmal place;’

come along with me, and Tl nurse you ;
and talk to you, and net leave you all
alone by yourself, to think on your trou-

bles, as. God knows, you, as well as I,
haw, e
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HERE' we ‘will leave the disconsolate
Jane to her sorrows, and her well-mean-
ing friend to the cultivation of cauli-
ﬁOWers—ear]y peas——Patacroman cucum-
bers—and many ‘other useful, as well as
excellent articles; not omitting a large
poultry-yard, a small piggery, and a re-
spectable dalry, with numberless lmprove?
ments| or alterations, in the house-and
ozuden——thc witnessing the progress of
which, could aﬂ’orchjo great. amusement
to our reaglers, while we return to our
heroine. But, as extreme infancy haslittle
_to\distinouish it, we shall pass her’s over

\Vlthom farther notlce untilshe had nearly
¥ . Ay attamed
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attamed her ﬁfth~year at which tlmef%]er
 friend Mark’s affairs assumed a gloomy \
‘a5pect havmg Iaboured rather too ear-

nesﬂy in his vocation, which ths reader
recollects to be that of a robber.

A warrant had been issued to apprehend
him, with a reward fo those who should
be aiding and assisting therein. From
this, he knew 'there were not any means -
of escaping, but such as flight afforded.
All the world was much the same. to
Mark ; therefore, the only regret he felt,
wason accouit of the little Geraldwood,

- whom he was pnder the necessity of leav-
ing behind him. Time was precious; he
consequently “made “his - determmatxon,
and proceeded accordingly. :

- After causing her to be dressed in her
best frock, sash, and bonnet, he divided
his. purse with the old woman,*begging
God to bless her untxl better times ; and,
3 : Eae - faking
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takmg the hand of his protecree,, left his
home
The little Geraldwood dehohted to go
; abload,\plattled away ‘at a great rate,but
the heart of Mark was too full to answer
her. As he carried her in his arms, she
would stroke his cheek and ask;, “Why'
don te speak to I, Daddy 2 :
'This never failed to filt his eyes with
“ tears, or when she would press her inno.
~ cent soft face to his, and lisp out, ¢ P001 ;
' daddy stek—TI cure e’ ; 7
At the-end of several miles, he stcpped
" near a splendid seat, in the palk belong-
mg to which, were two boys at play,
Aften some mowents of hesxtatxon he
pressed his young favourite to his bosom,_‘:
kissing her several times, then, wiping
- the tears from. his eyes, he led her to-
* wards them. -~ SRLscEaitiy
The least, a boy of seven years, having
Ol s st Ui ol



J 8

: GERALD\\"O“OD : £

tlnown his ball beyond his reach,Te-
- quested Mark to._geg}t for him. _This he
did, and on receiving the child’s thanks;
he said, *‘ You arevery welcome, young-
gentleman ; and I will now ask a favour
of you in return. This little girl is tired
with walking, and I am tired of carrying *
her—will you be so kind-as to let her stay -

with you until I come back r—-I shall not
be gone half an hour.” :

; To this he \V]llxlwly Consented s and
taking Geraldwood by the hand, ran with
her o his- brother, while Mark dISd.p-
peared ; >
The boys Sere equally pleased thhrv
their young companion, who chatted and
langhed, and was as merry as the best of
them ; until, evening advapcing, they
were called from tHéil" sport, when they
recollected that the man was net yet re-
turned to take his little girl. The ser-

»anut sald they must leave her thexa until
e i : ; mohels

E
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he\hd come, as the Duke (for they were‘
~sons to the Duke of M ) thought:
they had been out too late alreadys =
The Marquis of L——— the eldest, re-
plied, “He would be hanged if -he would,
though ; as something might hurt. the'
‘poor little thing.: .
¢ Let ‘us take Her home with us,
Chdrles, cried Eord John ; “ and Tho--
mas can 1 stay here,.and tell the man where' '
she 1s.” Therr taking each a- hand they
made as much, speed to the house, as was-
- consistent with the convenience of their:
little bandy- IeO‘ged' rickety friend, con-
ducting her, without any ceremony, - -into-
the dpartment, where sat thexDuke and:
Duchess, with D0ctor Muvan, her Glace 5~
brothel - :
““Whom have you: got here 2 asked
the Dulke: :
. “Alittle gitl,” was the reply. . e
man i3 a coming f'ox her in half an hour.:

But
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But Iet' us give her some supper, ik,

papa, for she is come a great way, and

-must be very hungry.” G
0

This brought on other mquu s, as:

_vhow long she had been with them—and

-~ What the man had said ;. during which,

Geraldwood was amusing herself by walk-

~ing round the room—admiring the fine

~

things—and fecling such as she could
" réach. When she had satisfied her cu-
 riosity, she very deliberately took off her-
Bonnet,_ handkerchief, and gloves ; hav- "
ing folded, and laid them by, she seated:

herself between, the doctor’s knees, and
fell fast asleep, to the great amusement,
of the pax‘ty the Duke observing, 'that
the young lady seemed perfectly at home.
¢ T fancy she is risht, my.Lord,”

turned the doctor ; ¢ for I am mlstaken,..
if he who left her here, means to%ake her-lr

back again. —She 1s a legacy to youlg

- Grace, I'do beheve
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¢ If that should be the case,” said his
Gla(.(,‘, ““1 declare Charles shall mdmtam
Ther—nhe brought her here.”
““Sn T will, papa,”’ cried the boy,.
& Very  well, SH‘, contmued -the
Duke, “¢ she is your’s.” - _
Doctor -‘Mirvan heard a dlsmal sigh

from Lord John; and turning round '

saw him retreating to a ecorner, in gxeat

-trouble.  On inquiring the cause, he

burst into tears, and sobbed out, ¢ Be-

cause Charles was a year older than . Inm,

he had every thmg, and he had notling.”
- Charles dented it. o :

S Pray. exclaxmed John, ¢ did notI'\

find Tlger ?—Ought he not te have been
mine? And did you not take him fiom
“me? And did not the man give me the lit-
tle girl? and now you have taken her too" :
* “¢This is a dreadful charge,” said the

doctor; ¢ you must 1ot tredt your bro-"

thel sO, ; : -

I
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vAfter a little hes1tatxon, he rephfﬁ 8
w6 VVhy I thmk, uncle will give me ano- |
thel guinea.” L

““¢T do not know vhat to say to it,” re-
joined his Gxace ¢ that is Very uncer- -
tain ; and ‘this is too little.—I thmk I
-must send her back.”

— On this, Lord Challes stepped fmwar&
-and putting his guinea into his fathers -
‘hand, said, ‘“ You shall have my guinea,
~also, Sir.” . i

¢ No, mno,” ‘vociferated John; «“I
"~ will not have his money, f01 then he will
want half of her.”

¢ Tndeed, I shall not, mothex, the ht-
tle girl is very welcome to n:y guinea;
and T wi 11 give her some more, when I
get them : and yqu shall -keep her all to
)omsdi ;

The doctor str oked the head of Chaﬂes "
ayith moxe than his common kindness.

Geraldwood now awoke, and running
i o 2N

- i
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-1 vhink,_ will serve our pulpose as Well
~upon the present occasion.” : A
This was the nursery-maid ; a decent
respectable woman, (o whom the deector
recommended the: care of our little he-
roine ; telling her, he fancied she was
~some little helpless innocent, thrown by
her wretched parents 011‘the chanty of |

the Duke. ' :
The woman pressed her hps to 1ts
cheek ; while prd John called out,
“ But mind, Martha, 'you must give her
,plenty of victuals—as much as - P1errot
glves Figer? : ‘
£ Well remembered, John,” - said the
doctm ““ and_you must use your in-
terest wnth Martha, to try to make her
pbm httle crooked ]egs as straight as Ti
. gex B :
: - Martha looked consent and depalted‘
; *mth her new charge, and the brothers.”

In comphance Wlth the doctor’s WJShCS, :
: thc
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~

Delmhted with. her good cheer o
hemme felt no inclination to depart, but.
sat herself down’ very: contentec,. until
'hearmO' the invalid cvy, she cldmbered
.upon the bed, and bega~ coax.mg, and |
kissing, and begging: her not to eIy So
“successful were her effoxts, that a shoit
time saw her, not -only satisﬁed, but;
pleased. ; : : .

Trom this day, the attencTance of Ge-
raldwood was absolute]y necessary ; and,
the recovery of Lady Georgina was Justly
attributed to her pelslmsioﬁs and sOciety‘ V
which occasioned a vast revolution' in hex‘ :
affairs. Instead of the little’ necrlccted"
nrphan she ~was the little angel of the
Duchess,. and the darling of thie* atten* ]
dants; besides which, every morning,’
when his Grace made his visit to the in=
valid, he kissed her, and said she wasa
good child. She was, ‘morcover, dressed

in the young lady s clorhes, and had her -
fine
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v

«'How $0, my ‘Lord ?”
~ ““Because I learn from report, that the
Jady whom. your son so gallantly de-

fended is to become his wife.” ’ :
¢ Merciful powers' do you mean to
distract, or insult-me ?~Lord John Wal-
singham unite himself to a miserable or-
~ phan, who would have perished in beg-
ga.y, had it not been for the charity of -
his family. I would see him dead,>my
“Lord, or die myself, before I would en-
c dure such degradation.”

“I cannot wonder at your Grace’s in-
dlonatton, nor can [ repent that e ! have .
been the cause‘of it, by acquamtmo' you
Wwith reports so injurious to the honour of

- your name. That such leports prevail, is
“undeniable ; and that they are generally
‘Dbelieved, is equally so.’ e

‘““Then I demard, asan act of friend-
~ ship, that you will contradict them—say,
they are as false as they are mahcmnbs

NOL. 1T, AT I dare

-~
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* T dare mot say o machelll Thar
fmeudshlp can, I will; but your Grace
~has not reflected in how' gzeat a deoree
_you youlself have COlltl ibuted to .sanc-
tion this report.- Tas not this girl been -
educated, dressed, and introduced on a
_ footing with your daughter ?—And your
son exposed his life in her defence? On
what ground could I deem that to be a-
Ticigus, which was Warranted by such eir-
cumstantial proof? No, I will say, that
the scandal is without foundation; at2
least, thzit yeur“(&race be]ieves it! to be
50.” : Yo
‘“ Nay; ‘my’ Lord I see you are not

‘convinced.” \ .

- “So far as your Glaces powel ex—
tends, I am, perfectly. You see the im-
prudence and impoliey of such a con-
nection : but give me leave to observe,
Lord Jobhn may. not be equally clear-
- sighted. -_The gitl iy 10vely—-and he is

= young i
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gence which she had received from lus
Lordship. :

‘Greatly shocked by the poss3b1hty/ of
‘such an union, he entleated her Grace,
. with more en ergy than, he was accustomed'
to use, instantly to px_‘owde for the ob-
Ject of their fears, in some very distant,
but respeétable situation, where she should
not again see Lord John, untll it was be-
V01m his power to contaminate his blood |
by so unworthy an alliance, which never
could take place, being altogether hate-
ful and unnatural ;- not that ‘he \Vlshed
_.any il to the poor gn], who nnght be
zecalled on his son’s bemﬁ more chglbly
mated.

" The Duchess withéhew 1f6t a little
a‘stomshed at -the uncommon exer twn"
and earnestness of her noble- partnel, :

“whose advice, for onge, she highly apr
proved, and determined to follow, with
~all ppssible expedltlon lest the refurn of -

L(nd."
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She was charmed w1th Mr Delville's
comphrnent but, above every thing, was
she dﬁ]mhted with-the paragraph in the
newspaper, whlch, she imagined, would

give her a certain eclit in the world,
~ of which she was particularly fond. Yet,
‘had she known the author of the pane-
'gyrlc to have been her own son, and -
more particularly had she understood his
motives for such praise, she wourd I\ave,
had léss reason to be vain " of the per--
formance. Lord John’s knowledge of |

his{mo_ther"s ',t‘éir}pe'r,']egl him to fear

what effect the public degradation of Ge-

raldwood, joined with hisabsepnce, might

produce in her conduct to the already suf=
fering girl ; he therefore penned the high-

~ flown compliment we have seen, and in--
sured its insertion, before he would con-

sent to quit-town, in the hope its early
agpearancc would guard her Grace’s heart
- % L0 : ~ from

-
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from being plejudlced agamst his fa-k |
vounte
The Duchess had no sooner reached her
;:dlpssmg-,l_obm, than she dispatched a
message, desiring the attendance of our
heroine. On her obeying the summons,
she was congratlﬂate‘d by her benefac-
- tress, and informed of the good fortune
- which awaited her; the relation of which
was actompanied with many encomiums
on the-condescension and oengrosijcy of
| Mr. Delvillee. When <her Grace had
ceaoed from speaking, Geraldyood fer-
: wently thanked her for the ;_‘ihtefést she.
- took in her future welfare; and entreated
- she would have the goodness to assure
- Mr. Delville, she was truly sensible of the

- honbur he had intended her, of which”
she should ever retain the most grateful
- remembraiice, but that her wishes were
bounded by ber present situation, to re-
= 0 ¢ mOV& 5}
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move her from which must lessen Fer
happiness : that, attached by affection,
still mare by obligation, to the benefac-
tors and companions of her youth, she
could form no_ idea of any change how-
ever exalted or 1ndependent which could
recompence - her for the loss of their
society. ; &
< The Duchess hau0ht11y replred that
she was the best judge of what was mést
for her interest—that she had commanded
her.attendancey n;,enely to inform her of
Mr. Delville’s propoeais——net to consult
with her on the acceptance of tflem-—--
that to- morrow he would make. them in’
_person ; when, if slie meant to retain her
protecpon they would be received with
such thankfulness as they merited :

Geraldwood, lowly bendm withdrew
to her apartment, where she wacjoined by
her fnend to whom she communicated
i the mtelhgence she had received., |
2 - Lady
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dants he left the room, whence he was
- absent somé time.. On his return, finding
~ Geéraldwood there, he coldly saluted her,
and with }11uc11 f'q:mality, delivered re-
gards from his brother. She felt shocked
at the change in his manner, for which
she knew not how to account, unless it
could arise from the public degradation
she had received, having lowered her in
his estimation ; yet, this was se unlike
his general character, so different from
every observation which she had made on
him, .that could she have discovered a
shadow for any other motlve, tlns she
would have abandoned.
, Unhappy in herself,- and dlstressed by.
,_ his condnct, she pleaded an head-ache,
“and retired ; when Lady Georgina te-
marked, that if Delville did not return’
very soon, Geraldwood would mope her- -
self 111 and asked her brother if he had-
ever seen such a Iove-swk lackadaisical
thing

o
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 tions, he sought his sister, whose eyes
betrayed she had been weeping. =

On' seeing him, she said, « Trear .
Challes, I am qmte uneasy ‘about Ge-

rzaldwood—she is- celtam]y very un-
happy.” :
¢ Where is she?” asked the Marquis.
T left her in her dressin g-rqoni4§11e
intreated to be alone; and, indeed, ler
tearsefell so fast, and she looked so
wretched, I could not endure to sty 24
e I will go to ‘her,” replied lns Lmd- :
shrp T , ;
.~ *Do, dear Charles, and for mercys

sake, say something to cémfort her.—I .
" am convinced she hates this Delvitle—
- pray, advise her not to marry him:”

<He left his sister; and, ploceedmg to
the room, gently opened the door.

She saf at a table, on which she leaned;t
covering her face with her hands. Se-
veral _tears, whlchmhad trickled through .
: : 4 T her

@
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fate is fixed.” Tears againlbﬁx;st__._ from
her eyes.. : e
“Tell me, Miss Orphan, do you remly;l
_intend to marry Mr. Delville? I must
“have the confirmation of this question
from your own lips, before I can believe
it possible that, with your heart EDO‘IOSSEd‘
_ by another, you w111 solemn]y glve yourr: «
© self to him.” S
Aloaost breathless with dstomshment .
she repeated - My heart engrossed by "
another »” - ;
5 Yes; Geiah’wood I have drscovez ed
your secret ; and can pity what T thust -
for ever deplore Were it in -my power,
I would render you happy, dear as the:
sacrifice would cost me : the resentment
' of my parents, or the certain destruction -
of my own peace, would not Icad me to
hesitate, could they prove the means of

securing your happiness.” ;
" The
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