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368 ' . DELPHINB.{

effort to stifle his pity, and bluntly refused
‘what Mad. &Albemar imagined herself
on the point of obtaining. On hearing
this refusal, she fell down upon a chair al-
most lifeless, as if struck by an expected

and mortal blow. At that moment a wo-

man opened the door, and Delphine re-

cognized in her the person by whose pic-

ture she had been so much struck.” This

woman, perceiving her husband was not

alone, made a motion to retire. Delphine,

inspired by her despair, advanced towards

her, and conjured her to come in. I

came,” said she, “ to beg my husband to

step up stairs to see the physician, who

expresses much uneasiness about our son !

“Nes, madam P said the “woman, i < |

have but that child, and he is very ill in-

deed.—** Your child is ill,” replied Del-

phine, and turning round towards the

judge, on whom she cast a solemn look :
« Well,”” said she, “ if you deliver up

Leonce to justice, your son, the fond ob-’

ject of all your tenderness, will die! yes,
F he















‘DELPHINE. 161

felicity dawns upon us. In a protestant
country you will not be persecuted ; be-
sides, I am certain I/may, I can overawe
Mad. de Ternan, and as the obsurity of
our condition will excite no gnvy, so we
shall have no enemies. © Oh! under what
glowing, enchanting colours does this
prospect present itself to me! Delphine,
my celeftial friend, do give a touch or
two to this picture : represent to me the
destiny that awaits us, let hope transport
us to it immediately.” =~ Delphine made no
answer: the agitations of her heart had
not yet subsided. ¢ Would you be fear-
ful,” observed again Leonce, ¢ again to
discover in me any traces of those weak-
nesses which causedour separation ; would
you offer me that affront ?” ¢ No, no,”
interrupted Delphine. “ Even before thy
arrival,”’ continued Leonce, ¢ the recol-
lection of thee and our love had wholly
dissipated the errors which marked and
marred my character. [am free to con-
fess it--being resolved to die, death,

which
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