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*: ship, but: I: passionately. love.”*—¢ Byt
“ youw willi see; that: after two: or three
* yearsabsence he will:think differently +
- youllk see.”’—¢¢ Ifyou are desirous: of
“ making a: conquest: of him, you will
- easily; accomplish. it.” —¢ I am but
« too wellaware of it.”—“Do you mean
“ todo-it?’—¢But. . .?%— « Be pleased
% to answer me.’—r" Oh, Don. Alvarez
% being inlovewithme seemsridiculous !”*
= Very well, I'llacquaint him with it.””
~—¢ I'must beg you will not.”—< Well,
4 Madam, do you wish to corrupt me ?
%' doyou wish-me to deceive my friend ?**
= T never knew that to demand silence
‘¢ was to corrupt.’” — <¢ Very often.”—
¢ If you driveme to extremity, Eshall take
% a desperate resolution 5 Twill write im-
s¢ passioned letters to him.”’—¢ Il fore-
: ¢ warn
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fortunate adventurer. His parents were
obscure; heowed his rankbut tohis happy
talents forpleasing, whichwas not sufficient
for Ines. She thought she should degrade
herself by such an alliance ; and she had
a thousand times rather espouse, without:
- love, the companion and friend of her
youth, who, i addition to the noblest
name at court, would bring her into a fa-
mily which best suited her notions. These
thoughts were noways romantie; they may
appear reasonable ; and we must acknow-
Jedge, that such ideas in young persons
are best calculated to form rational and
virtuous wives. We shall see by the se-
quel that such thoughts and notions of
propriety were at the same time conjoined
in Ines, with an elevated soul and great
sensxbxlxty of dxsposmon. « Ines adopted a

certain
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wards 2, mountain, whose summit was
far elevated, above the walls of the
patk, she fancied she saw: the Diyinity on:
- Mount; Sinai amidst the thunder and light-
Bing, in all the splendeur of power and:
glory. Howgver, the thunder became:
50 violent, that Diana called: her, and: de~
sired her to shut the window. Alphon-
sine, recollecting that the thunder might
fall and kill: them in an instant, quickly
took a. prayer-book, and throwing her»
self on her knees by her mother, said;
much affected, though with resignation:
¢« Mamma, let usprepareourselves!”” Ines,
who was terrified at thunder, ran for re-
~ fuge into. Diana’s chamber: Alphonsine
did not perceive her; she prayed with
such fervour and apphcatxen, that nothing

could
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1:50
ately attached to her. This refusal of
5o illustrious an alliance exalted Dazeli
in the eyes of Ines, and flattered her good
~ sclf-opinion as much as it moved her
her heart. , Steady in heft resolutions, she
however took care to shun Dazeli, shewed
"~ but indiﬂ'erén_ge towards him whenever
she met him in public, and thus succeeded
to deprive him of almost every hope. Don
Juan d’Oropeda enjoyed very high consi-
deration at court, because he possessed no-
-bleness of sentiment and originalit} of
‘ mind, two advantages which never fail to
succeed when they are accompanied with -
~agood fortune and an exalted rank. In -
the world, and at court in particular, those
persons are feared whose designs cannot
* be guessed at; and the fear which is inspi-
red by a person whose character and d‘is- :
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clared she woqld appoint an earlier period

for her son’s marriage, since he had re.

turned sooner than“he was expected ; and

~ that he must prepare to wed Ines withina
week : adding, that Don Juan d’Oropesa,
who had just returned from Porfugal,
would be present at the nuptial ceremony,

" and stand as father to the bride. This was
a thunderbolt to Don Alvarez; the more
50, as he had some suspicion of Don Juan’s
attachment for Aiphonsine ; for he had
found out that Don Juan had seen her at
church ';md at Nugna’s cottage, where he
Don Alvarez had also been, thoughin
vain, since his return, as well as at the pa-
rochial church, Diana hearing mass now
in her own chapel, where no person was
admitted besides her servants, and having

left off visiting Nugnas Don Alvarez
‘went



(
)










113
l‘
“G
&
113
£¢
&
&6
" 113

Y

1

£

¢

.

R

{3

({3

“‘

{8

€<

102

who neither knows nor shares your
love? .And what are your hopes? Al
phonsine i is not under the care of a

mercenary duenna; she is in the hands
of an enhghtened and vigilant mother,
who thinks and lives but for heralone.
Alphonsine, whom you cannot re-,
proach, will ever remain ignorant of
your sentiments, = Donna Diana is too
much indebted to the Countess; she
has too much delicacy, and too high
notions of filial respect, ever to give the
smé]lerst countenance to your rebellious

conduct. In short, you will distress

your mother, without the least hope of

ever obtaining her consent to a mar-
riage.which would crush her fondest
hopes, and which, ‘Dbesides, “Alphon-

sine’s illegitimate birth would necessa-
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so important a contrast, are to dispense
with consulting their views and wishes,

““-and to bid adieu to all family consider-
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atiori? I knowsuchmaxims as these pre-
vail in novels, but they are not the less
absurd nor the less guilty. To shew an
utter indifference to the presperity, of
our family, to distress a mother, to
laugh at the censure of the world, and
even ruin our reputation in the end,
such ‘are the proceedings which ap-
pear interesting to you, and which
you deem proofs of sensibility!....
For my own part, 1 shall always more
smcerely admire and respect filial abe-
dience, *attachment to our family, a
natural wish to assist the views and pro-
jects of aur parents, and the sacrificing
of a new sentiment to those sacred sen-
¢ timents
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breach of engagement, and in filial dis-
obedience : we have reciprocally pledg-

ed our faith ; your mother, ever since

your birth to this very moment, has cal-

culated upon this union,onwhichshe has
set her heart, and the whole happiness
of her life. What consolation could you

offer he., were 1 ‘o renounce volunta-

rily such engagement? At least if you

are deficient in your duties, I wish to
supply your place in them, in hopes -

that my respect and my tenderness may

be a compensation to her for your

folly.” —¢ Whoever may be your hus
band, you will never cease to be her
daughter ; therefore she will have two
instead of one.”— Ah! but the heart

of Alphonsine, could she ever adopta

<« second
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~ enter, whose paleness and discomfiture
caused her the gréatgst alarm; ¢ Good
« God!” said she, ** you have not had
‘¢ time to speak,and you seem insoalarm-
“ ing a state! what canhavehappened?”’—
¢ Nothing of any consequence, my dear
« Tnes,” answered Alvarez, forcing a
smile, I am affeCted.” — At these words
he seated himself near Ines, and taking her
hand in his, ¢ My friend,”” said he in 2
_ trembling voice, “our fate is at length
« fixed ; I resign myself to reason and
& f-riendship : my life shall be consecra-
“ ted to you; we shall set off in two
o hours for Madrid, for 1 must leave
¢ this place ; in three days I shall re-
¢ ceive your hand. —* Oh, Heaven!”
exclalmed Ines, ‘ whence came this sud-
% den and surprising change "’ —* It is
~¢¢ determined,
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"" det‘ermined’, depend on my word ; and
« if the most tender friendship can render
¢ you happy, do not be alarmed about
£ yo\ur destiny.”—* Ah ! Don Alvarez,”’v
said Ines in shedding some tears, I only
% am thinking of your happiness, My
¢ friend,” continued she, ‘ what do
% you conceal from me? I know you
« full well ; jou have not changed your
% sentiments in so short atime. Ah!speak
« freely, open your heart to me.” —
~ % Dear Ines,” answered Don Alyarez,
% do you suspe@ that I wish to deceive
% you ?’—¢¢ No, never.—"* ‘Well then,
¢ 1 swear that we shall be united in three
days; I have pledged my word to my

¥ mother.”’—¢ And did you at the same
. % time declare your sentiments to her?”’—
“ Yes; she answered me but a single

¢ word,
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¢ peat to you that I must marry Ines,

3

otherwise I should commit a dishonour- -

¢ ableact.”’—* You shall never espouse

¢ Ines till after you have depﬁved me of
¢ Jife.”’—¢ I understand you; let us go.”
¢ —]Ifollowyou.” Insaying these words, |
they both went out; .Dazeli distractédx
had taken his sword, which he carr_ied un-
der his arm without noticing that Don
Alvarez had not any. On the head of the
stair-case Don Alvarez said to him, ¢ Go
<« and wait for me in the wood ; I will
« fetch my sword, and will be with you in
s an instant.” They were yet speaking as
Tnes was walking up stairs: she perceived
and guessed by their Jooks and counte-
nance what had occurred : she advanced,
and looking at both, said, ¢ Where are YOH
“ going ?’—< To take a walk ! follow
(13 me
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« me.” At these words she took Dazeli
under the arm,—< Dazeli,” said Don
Alvarez, I will attend you ;*” and he ran
_ to seek his sword, in order that he might
immediately proceed to the wood. Ines, -
walking very fast, led Dazeli into a small
parterre, which was between her apart-
~ments and those of the Countess ; and
there making him sit down by her undera
vine-tree: “It is you,” said she, ¢who
“ have provoked this I’— I, Madam !

“ what do you mean ?’—¢ Disguise is

“ useless ; I have eyes, and a soul which
points it out to me more clearly.’” -
Hear rr;e, Dé{zel”i: I need not tell you
that I shall never think but with horror
on the man who has embrued his hands
“ in the blood of Don Alvarez. You
ought not to doubt that, but I must

¢ tell
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where he met Don Alvarez: he ran to him
~with open arms ; and those two friends,’
equally to be pitied, embraced each other
tenderly, and without speaking a word ;
immediately after which, Dazeli. hastily
departed, and Don Alvarez lost sight of
him. Don Alvarez, turning his' steps
another way, approached the skirts of the
wood, and seated himself upon the stump
of a tree facing Diana’s pavillion: he
fixed his eyes full of tears on the building,
which he only perceived in perspective.
“ Oh you,” said he, « sole object of
« all my dreams of happiness for three
« years! while Iam consumed by un-
“ availing regrets, while my distracted
¢ heart bids you an eterngl adieu, what
“ are your occupations? You calmly fol-
“ low your innocent employments; you
' G2 ¢ smile
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smile on your happy-mc}ther, and pre.

serve all your serenity | you smile,and

and knew it : nevertheless (oh distract-
ing thought!) you will live for an-
other! -and I shall not be able to ap- .

pose the audacious designs of a.detested

rival, shall not be able to attack him,

-and revenge myself | 'What ! that futu-

rity in which -my deluded fancy plaégd ‘

~you to enchant every moment of it,
~that will now elapse, alas ! without you!
. What will become of me? Oh, Heaven!
¢ banished for ever far from you, far from
¢ this cherished spbt where 1 caused your
¢ first blushes, where I raised in your
‘ ingenuous heart the first presentiments

of love ! Alas ! friendship can no longer

¢ gonsole me, and can only aggravate my

¢ pains!
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£ despziir I Tears stopped his utterance ;
and now he heard the voice of Ines
more distinctly, he. immediately lifted up
his eyes, and turning about, pérceived Ines.
He advanced towards her, and taking hold
of her arm, he suffered himself silently
to be led by her. On re-entering the
castle, he startled in seeing the carnage :
quite ready ; he passed by the door of
Diana’s pavillion,which stood half opened;
by an irresistible impulse he quitted the
arm of Ines, and entered the yard. After
having proceeded about thirty paces he
stopped ; an invincible and painful charm
fixed him motionless on this place. He
heard a clear and delightful voice (the
voice of Alphonsine) accompanied by 2

guitar, which sang these words :

Air
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insult his al‘arminé fears: love raised to
the highest degree of exaltation, dis-
tracting thoughts of self-denial, an .op-

| ‘pressive load of sorrow, plunged this un-
- fortunate yodng. man, overpowered by
his passion, into an alarming state of fren-
zy and stupor. In vain did Ines en-
deavour to tear him from this fatal spot :
he neither saw nor heard her ; \-lea«ning
agai'nyst the wall, his head hanging upon
his breast, his eyes affixed to the earth,
he remained mute and immovéaﬁly_ fixed
to the spot. At length In’es' going some
paces from him,  “Adieu, Don Alvarez,”
said she : * since you so s'oon;bvetray a
“ yoluntary engagement, I must leave
~ ¢ you; I shallnow be able to forget you.”
At these words Don Alvarez started ; he
could still hear the voice of honour. He
e5 precipitately ;
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¢¢_will henceforth keep the summer on
« an estate which ‘belongs to the Coun-
“ tess. The castle was falling to ruin ;
¢ it has been nearly all rebuilt. Thisis
¢ the reason the Countess did n,otlinhabit,
¢ it sooner; but the repairs are finished.”
Here Alphonsine, who was standing, sat
down. Diana, who was all this time at
work, did not venture to look at her du- '
-ring the whole time of this story. She
at length cast a look towards her, but
without seeming to take any particular no-
tice of her ; ; and the fine blooming colour §
of Alphonsine appeared somewhat fadmg
away. That same evening they, for the
first time, the last twelve days, took a
long walk in the fields by moonlight,
when Don Alvarez was nearly forgotten.
Alphonsme returned quite calm ; she
only
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only sighed one single time, and that was
on her re-entering the castle. During
the night Diana’s rest alone was dis-
turbed ; she watched her daughter, and

by the light of the lamp she saw her sleep:
she had suffered much more than Alphon- :
sine; but she was remunerated for her un- '
easiness on secing her take a most pro--
found repose. ' The next morning at day-
. break Diana awakened Alphonsine '; and
pressing Her to get up, promised her a sail
on the water, which they had hithértq,
only made ‘by moonlight: they“set out
at six o’clock. On embarking, Diana
said to the boatmgp; To the Isle of Al-
' phonsine. < How; mamma!”” said Alphon-
sine delighted, « i it the Isle of Gitron-
¢ trees which you call by this name?”
=% Yes, my child,” énswerej Diana 5
) €€ it .
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A rivulet of clear ar_xd Jimpid watey di- -
vided this fine alley into two .equal parts, |
and gently flowed between two banks-of
white stock gillies. About half-way up
the alley Alphonsine heard the murmur-
ing of a fountain. This noise awakened -
in her mind the recollection of the foun-
tain in the cavern; she joined her hands
together, and naturally assumed that
modest deportment she usually had in
church. Having reached the extremity of
the alley, she perceived with raptures 2
little mountain covered with white roses
and j Jessammes ; from the middle of which
a cascade was seen spouting, which. after-
~ wards flowing in soft murmurs among the.
flowers, formed the rlvulet they had just
coasted along. From amongst the midst of

these odoriferous shrubs, and at the sum-
© mit
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Ter castler she further named ''the day
when she v&mld arrive, and desired  she
might be favoured with a private con-
versation with him on the moment she
should alight from her carriage. The
instant she entered Madrid, she sent word -
of her arrival to Don Juan, who waited
upon her immediately § and, according to -
- the Countess’s previous orders, was shewn
up into her closet through a back stair-.
case; a few minutes after whiéh,, the
Countess appeared, shut herself up with
him, and addressed him thus: ¢ Atlength
"« T am the happiest of mothers, after ha-
% ving experienced the most torturing
¢ anxiety: my son consents to marry
« Ines; the articles shall be 'signed
< this evening; and to-morrow I shall,
¢ without further cefemgny‘, lead him

(44 to
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“ look into the state of Tnes’s forume1 and
make enquiry on the subject’ from niy

steward,’ who,’ having the necessar;

L€
<€

pre Bkt e 5 b
papers in' his 'possession, will give you

- °¢ ample “information.  Scarcely ‘would
“lyou listen to mei?s v, i ==& Welll" rev
“ plied’ Don’" Alvarez = impatientlyi—e
s Well, my son, had you taken that
‘“ trouble you would have learned that, in'
“ consequence of her former guardian’s
“ misconduct, Ines is entirely ruined.”
* At these words Don Alvarez  tutned
¢ pale. ¢ Is it possible ?’ exclaimed he :
“s reminded him of a circumstance
¢ which in fact had really occurred ;
¥ namely, that this first guardian, con- |
“ traryto my advice, had ventured con-
¢ siderable sums belonging to Ines in the
“ freighting of ships;and other suchiun:
- ¢ dertakings.’—
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-

¢ dertakings,’ —¢ Yes, -Madam,’ inter--
¢ rupted 'Don" Juans ¢ but this temerity -

% has greatly increased the fortune of his-

o pupihl ot & know it; replied e -
« Countess ; ¢ but it was requisite that I
« should persuade my son to the contrary,
¢ in which I fully succeeded ‘He recol-
¢ lected all the apprehensions which I had
¢« formerly testified réspecting that guar-
« dian’s conduct; and. that, within the
“ last few days, 1 had several times appear-

-

-

¢ ed desirous of conversing with him on
¢ the subject: he was convinced that I
¢ had hitherto remained ignorant of ‘his
“* passion, and therefore could not sus-
“ pectme of having prepared this scheme.
$iln short, this artifice'is' the . first I ever
« employed with him; so that he-did not
% entertaln the smallest suspicion, and re-

H 4 . “mained









¢ mysonwill not thinkof asking tolook at
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taken care to provide two false copies,
which shall be put into their hands se-
parately, but which T am sure they will
not aftempt»to read.—* And now, Ma-
dam,’ said Don Juan, ¢ may I venture
to ask you what you expect of me!’—
It may happen,’ replied the Coun-
tess, ¢ that my son should speak to
you this evening about the ruin of Ines;
that bemg piaced near you, he should
speak in a low voice, or that pet-
haps from sudden reflection he may de- ‘7
mand a private conversation with you.
What 1 ask thereforeis, that you will
avoxd all .chance of this. by ‘merely ta-

 king care to remain near Inies, and to

qmt; us .the moment the- articles-are
1 £ sxgned
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« signed. On leaving my house, go into |

e
"

the country till to-morrow evening, in
¢ order that Don Alvarez may neither
< have an opportunity of seeing you, or
& Wntmg to you ; this is all that I have to
& beg.’—‘ [ am extremely sorry, Ma-
« dam,; replied Don Juan; ¢ butit is
« quiteout of my power to do any one
« of the things which you require of me.’
—¢ ¢ How! what, to preserve silence
“ on a secret which I have confided to
% you ’—¢ Permit me to. tell you, Ma-
¢« dam, that a secret revealed from mo-
« tives of interest alone, is no proof of
¢ confidence ; - ;bjesides, my silence in
“ such a case, would be countenancinga
« falsehood and treason.” —* It would en-
 sure the happiness of a whole family,
¢ prevent the breaking, of a solemn ef:

H6 - ¢ gagement,
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word ; buton this condition, however,

¢ that you will apprise Don Alvarez that

you only wanted to put him to trial, in
order to find out' whether, amidst the
the transports of his passfon, he had
retained due sentiments of honour and
generosity.”—* No, Sir,” returned the
Countess, I never will arrogate to my--
self credit for what I have not intended.

You are resolved to cause the eternal

“misfortune of my whole life by yo‘ﬁi‘

false notions of delicacy.”—*¢ Your-
self, Madam, on recollectlon, are t00
noble-minded not to approve my secret:
your ingenious artifice does infinite ho=
nour to Don Alvarez, and to ‘those
principles which you have instilled into

"him 3 such conduct ‘was excusable in 2

mother; but™ it would be disgraceful
: $Ein
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ein the guardian of Ines, in the nval of
c DQn Alvarez,”

. Well-timed praises, and a homage paid
by a person of transcendant merit, will
always (spite of the most powerful in-
terests) soothe the anger and resentment
-of a woman, Thisis the very reason why
women in general evince weakness and
imprudence in the trahsacting of businesss
They are too easy to be prevailed on, even
when it is impossible to seduce them ; itis
‘always practicable to move their' feelings,
‘shake their resolutions, ard lead: them
much further than they at first had any
idea of going. ) iR

' The Countess, extremely dxsappomted
but soethed and gratified in her vanity by
praises
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knee on the groundi The Countess af
that moment looked at Don Juan withan
air almost of ;triumph 3 Don Juan smiled,
made her a low bow, and withdrew. :

i § i

“'This sﬁr;:astic smile wounded the Coun-
tess, and gave her back all her arrogance,
She began a long speech. Don Alvarez
answered with every expression of pro- -
found respect, but still persisted in shew-
ing the firmest resolution not to-marry
Ines. The Countess grew angry; ad-
 dressed menaces and reproaches, butall
in vain. After a very violent scene, du-
ring which the Countess several times re-
newed the vows of opposing, withall her
might, to what she called so dishonour-
able an alliance, Don Alvarez contented

hlmself with asking leave to remain for a
fortmght :
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fortnight on that estate of his mother’s
where the castle had been repaired.  He
knew that some businessand various other.
engagements would yet detain the Ci)u:uaf'.j‘
tess at Madrid upWards of a month, The
Countess  consenited, on. condition that -
M. Antonio should stay with him, which,
was. submitted. to by, Dor Alvarez, who,"
as he said, wished only to compose him-
self in;.sqlitudé, and, if possible, endeavout
tq xgégll his wandering reason. The Coun-
tass, perfectly. satisfied, agreed to this,
project; relying. at the same time with
firm confidence on M. Antonio’s cares
and vigilance, '

Don Alvarez locked himself up in his
chamber, where his first care was to write
to Dazeli, to acquaint -him with. all that
’ : ’ iashad
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a dozen. small nbtes, which he was to
give succéssiveiy to M. Antonio, as if
Don Alvarez had written them in his
chamber ; sometimes cdnsulting him
about his expeﬁments, sometimes asking
.him to send him a book. Perez, and‘
another cor;ﬁdenpial servant of Don Al
varez, were the only persons'whoventered‘
his empty ;hamber under the pretext of
waiting on him, where they ate the
dinner and suppér which they took im:
This was the contrivance, and the way it
‘we\nt on three weeks ; whilst M. Anto-
nio was making his fine chemical experi-
ments on the terrace, and writing to the -
A _'*Countéss that he had oBt;iined a complete -
trmmph and that Don Alvarez had zea--
lously resagned himself to the study Of

the sciences.
CHAP.
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three quarters of an hour after, Don AL
varez saw Don Juan come out alone on
foot; heimmediately sprang towards him,
saying, Stop!” Don Juan, casting his
eyes on this strange figure, took him at
first for some beggar asking his charity.
He felt in his pocket to give him some- -
thing ; but Don Alvarez said, in a mena-
cing tone, ‘‘. Follow me, I have a wor<,i
¢ to say to you.” Don Juan, after some
surprise, ‘recognised him. < I under-
« stand you,” said he; * but do you -
« mean to fight with a crutch ?’—*“I
- ¢ desire you’ll meet meat eight o’clock
« this evening in the olive-grove ’—“ I -
¢ detest duelling, and I refuse it;; ijillﬂ
¢ never accept an assignation of this kind;

 butI know how to defend myself, when
¢ Tam

o -

Lo
L
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< [ am attacked : Tam easily to be found;
¢ Ttakemy walks everyday alone.”” After
this answer DonJuanpursued his way, while
Alvarez retired, his heartbursting withrage..
The next r"nor"ni,ng at day-break, he tra-
versed the castle-gate of Don Juan undis-
guised ; he walked about the house and
neighbourhood for upwards of an hour
and 2 half. On a sudden he perceived
Don Juan, made up to him, and without
saying one word, followed him till he
came into a sequestered field, surrounded
by a wood : there he drew his sword, ex-
claiming, ¢ Don Juan, defend yourself !’
At these words Don Juan drew in his turn,
and put himself in defence. Don Alva-
rez rushed on him with impetuosity. The
- combat dxd not last long: whilst Don
Alvarez ;
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tude. Don Juan stopped him: ¢ Be
“ calm,” said he, ¢ and'fqrget every
¢ thing but the re-establishment of your
¢ health; I have sent fora surgeon, and

 after 1 have seen him examine, and:

¢ for the first time dress your wound, I

-

¢ shall set out for Lisbon, where some

o

* business calls me, and I will leave you

in the castle, where you will be well ta<

¢ ken care of by my servants, and remain

‘¢ absolute master until your perfect con-
« valescence.” The surgeon, who was -
sent for from a neighbouring village, came,
‘and declared that it was a bad wound, but
not dangerous. Don Juan, as he had said,
set off on the second day. Don Alvarez,
‘reanimated by love and-hope, kept his bed

only nine days, at the expiration of which
he
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a half, Alphonsine heard a great uproar
round the carriage, and a voice exclaim-
ing, “ Hold ! villains, hold I’ — « Oh,
¢ Heavens I cried she, “ you have sent
‘¢ to my assistance !.. .. The chaise stop.
- ped; the noise increased : Alphonsine,
tr'embh'ngr with ~terror and hopeful ex-
pectation, heard the clinking of swords.
« Good God!” exclaimed she, « help
¢ my protectors!” Theidea' that people
were “ﬁg’htihg chilled- her blood: still
. kneeling, she reclined her head on the :
cushions of the carriage, placing both her
hands on her eafs, in order that she might
not hear the cries and blows of the:com=
Patants. Cn a sudden the door was
opened ; Alphonsine on a sudden passed

from an excess of terror to the most lively
 trans-
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¢ you will send me back to the curate:

¢ immediately ; for if you are to take

¢ some repose here, 1 should find it hard

(43

to quit you. But I ought not to delay
¢ returning to the place where my mo-
¢ ther had desired me to remain ; be-
o 51des, the good curate must be so ex-
% ceedmgly uneasy‘ >’ — ¢ The-very in-
< stant I rescued you,” replied Don {&I—
Varcs; ol sent him a messenger to ac-
|« quaint him with the whole affair.”’—
«« How many miles are we from the cu-
% pgies ¢ Twelve.? —< Oh! Hea-
« vens! am I at twelve miles distz1ce
“ from my mother ?’—¢ But a man on
& ho‘rseback. may go by a sherter road,
¢ and.tl'ie persori whom I have sent will
“ be back here in an hour.”—¢ But yet, -
s¢ Don Alvarez, I had rather set off im-
| '  mediately.”’—"
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“ wens! Go, Don Alvarez, and give or-

¢ ders for the eéscort, and send a sé‘cond ’
& mgssénger to the curate, to acquaint
< him with our situation : perhaps he will
“ comehere himself, or send me Marianne:
« Pl write to him myself.” — <While
‘« 1 will go and give my orders,”—¢ Ab,
“ Don Alvarez, do not leave me alone.”
- —<* I'shall only leave you for a s}ngle
¢ moment : be calm, I beg.”’ — How !
“ how good and generous you are L
Don Alvarez rang the bell, gave orders
in the presence of Alphonsine, recom-
‘mended expedition most particularly, and
caused ‘every. thing to be brought in which
was necessary to write a letter, Alphon-
sine sat down to a fable, took a pen, and
with. a trembling- hand began her letter

to the curate whilé Don Alyarez, be-
: o
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to bring Alphonsine back without a
good escort, which you most probably
will not be able to procure in less than
two or three days; mean time I beg
youlwill not quit her for a moment:
she \éannpt be in more respectable
hands, and I only ask of you what
her mother would beg on her knees, if
she but knew her sftuétion. Donna
Diana’s recovery'ﬁproceeds apace; and
in order that her daughter may be cer-
tain that within these last three days her
eyes have got quite well, iﬁstead of
the usual note, she has sent her, on 2
large sheet of vellum paper, 2 nosegay
of roses, which she has painted, to-
gether with eight lines, which she has
written at bottom ; a -piece of work-

manship of too much value for me 0
¢ entrust
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Rmaétef-key into the lock,entered her cham- ’
ber. Alphonsine seemed angry; Don Al-
,“’ varez,”’ said she, “ until the time thiat
o« you shall econduct me to the presbytery,-
% I must remain m\_th;s retreat, and alone

rin my chamber.”’ —¢“And I,” said Don
Alvarez, ¢ I will obey the orders of your

% pastor, who commanded me not to
% quit you for one moment. I will stay
% with you till night, when the garden-
¢ er’s daughter will return ; she will lock
 herselfin with you, and I shall be easy.

‘T cannot support the idea that you
% gre alone in this lonely house, and in
‘ this chamber which has no bell: in
“ ghort, I am an_swerab}éfor you, you

-

“ are under my care.”’ = It is true;

& but voo” — T must again repeat to

f you, those are the curate’s orders. Let
‘c

us
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my love; do not prévent me fxom
* expressing to you ‘my tendemess
« for 'D‘iana"’ _. < Oh, no, . no ey

‘ How handsome is Dxana' Her ﬁne
i large blue eyes, her loeks s0 pure and
« celestial! I never heard her speak but
“ with emotion and trem-blmg. I qt;ll
« never confounded her voice with yours,
“ but she resembles you so much!.. ..
“ and that majestic gait, which you
- ¢ possessed at the age of fifteen, when
“ L looked on Diana, it seemed to
e say me, ¢ Behold Alphonsme at some
“ future period” O, how dear is Di-
“ afa to me!”—¢ Oh, ‘Don Alvarez,i |
% above all, you ought to speak to me
““ of her tenderness for me; but, who can
£ pgint 1675 Existing only for . &oﬁ,
¥ seeing but you\so]e]y in the umverse, for-
£ gettmg
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Lo gettmg or dlsdammg every thmg else, ha-
o vmg nota sxngleprOJect asingle thought

i that you were not the object of ! %

RN o

— ARl such is my good mother I’—

v

« T was no longer speaking of her.” At

these words Alphonsme was much moved :

raxsmg her eyes with t1m1d1ty, they met

those of Don Alvarez ; she blushed, and.
turned aside. ¢ To look atyou with de-
“light,” continued he, and yet to feel
“ inexpressible pain ; not to be able even
“‘Ato pfonoonce your name without ex-

perlencmg a painfuland delicious sensa-

5 tlon 1’ Don Alvarez, said Alphon-

“sine m ‘a low and tremulous voice,

‘ you forget my entreaty.”—— “ What

* then £”—< You are speaking to me of

* love”—< Ah! if you know it, you

“ surely must have felt its sensations . . .

¢ Answer,
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& If you did but partake of this delightful
* jmpression "’ — ¢ I do participate in
0 REe %nterrupted she ; * and like you, -
¢ Don Alvarez, I cannot express its '
« charms.” At these words Don Alva-
rez was transported ; buthe was far frofn
penetrating into their true meaning. He
fell down on his knees i)efoije. Alphon-
sine. « Rise,” said $he.”—¢ No, no,
¢ et me remain in this attitude ; love
s« prefersit to any other....”’—¢¢ Ithought
¢ this. Don Alvarez, if you speak to
¢ me any more of l(;VG,"I will go and lock
% myself in my chamber, and not quit it
¢ until Idépart. When you have made
% a promise, why should you thus break
$¢.it? You astonish me, and ‘make me
@ 'angrif: rise, I say....” These words,
pronounced in a most calm and resolute

tone,
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poor shepherds feeding their goats, and
- some wretched huts, at a great distance -
from each other, without any gardens,and
so small and so low, that_ théy only re-
sembled the huts of savagés. In casting
a melancholy eye over these immens.e’.
wastes, Alphonsine’s surprise was, ex;-'.:.?
treme, on perceiving at some distance a |
neat and elegant dwelling, surrounded
with - young plantations and gardens, '
newly planted. = Such a habitation, in
“so barren and deserted a place, causes
all travellers  the same kastonighmem %s
The cairiage was proceeding swiftly along,
when on a sudden one of the wheels came
off, and the carriage was upset, In this vio-
lent and unexpected shock, one of the

. windows °

* These particulars are true.
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windows was shattered to pi"et'e's, and
Diana, whose first care was to tal;e her
daughter in her arms, was gnevously
‘wounded in her leg.. ... They both
spoke at once; and Diana, hearing that her
daughter had received no hurt, began to -
feel the pain of her own wound. They
were close to a cottage. - A ‘phonsme burst
into tears on perceiving that her mother’s
clothes ‘were all’ over blood. The ser-
vants having extricated them from their
situation, took them into the little hut
of the poori- ‘shepherds, who received
them in the most hospitable manner, but
who were not in a situation to offer ther
relief. - Diana, not complammg, and for-
cing herself to smilé;"’soug\ht, but in vain,-
"to soothe ' the lively apprehensions of

Alphonsinie, whose heart was torn and
P2 distracted
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upon him. After he had looked at the
‘ﬁvound'he said, “ There was nothing to
~ apprehend, but that the lady ought not to
think of pursuing her jburney for a week
at least. ¢ M. Dolzi,” said he, with &
smile, “ is not the most gallant man
“ with the ladies, but he knows, and ful-
“ fills all the duties of hospitality : I am
« cortain he will be very happy to offer
¢ you his house, and am now goingto
¢ acquaint him with this; strange acci
¢« dent.”  On saying this, the surgeon
arose, and returned to Dolzi’s habitation.
Alphonsine, on ﬁnding her mother' was
likely to be pleasantly accommodated, and
well taken care of, was relieved from her
bitter anxiety. ‘In about bhalf an hour
M. Dolzi’s servants arrived with a sedan- .
- chair to remove Diana: Alphonsine, the
' waiting:
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waiting-woman and servants, followed on
foot,. - Diana, apprehensive lest Don Al-
. varez should foI‘low( her, had, on leaving 7
Spain, adopted a fictinious name, which
she was resolved to retain until her return
home.  The surgéon alone received her,
' saying, that the 'ﬁown‘er of the house was
sd;feafrfulk'of ;_c‘o'mpany',vvthat he would not

be prevailed upon to see her; but that
 he had )d‘esirec'i’ -that his guests should be
accommodated with the best apartment,
and treated with all' possible respect and

attention,

+ Alphonsine was e};tremely desirous of
seeir;g this-benevolent and shy old gentle-
" man, who concedled himself to perform
~ good - actions, and had thus devoted his
‘whole life 1o the reliefand comfort of the:

unhappy. i
P 5 : ‘The
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press thanks in her mother’s name; but
scarcely had she uttered a few words,
when he turned away abruptly, and has-
tily retired. Alphonsme, much intimi-
dated, ran back to her mother, saying,
she would not expose herself to meet the
old man again, for that he had frightened
het o :

In the evening Meleados, exhausted
with fatigue, and delighted to meet with.
a comfortable lodging, arrived, andowned,
_ for thisj once, that he had failed in his
calculations of shor cuts, for he had tra-
velled upwards of thirty miles in trying to
find them agam After a good supper he
retired to rest, and ) rose: at. day-break,
not doubtmg but in a house where 'he

met with such comfort?.ble bgd and board
: ke
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he would find plenty of persons to chat
with; and we ought on this occasion to
remélmber, that one of the old Squire’s

greatest diversions was, under under an
appearance of mystery, and of being. deep
in his master’s confidence, to indulge his
loquacious propensity. Meleados, how-
ever, possessed but a very feeble memory,ﬁ
and was perpetually blundering and con-
founding past cifcumstances i his narra-

tions. ' Out of illTuck every person in the
family was particularly engaged ; and he.
found none but people who were bustling
to-‘and ‘fro;’ each occupied with hisown'
avocations, ‘and -from whom he received:
no encouragement to his many. attempts.
to enter into conversation : he therefore:
went to" explore ‘the grounds round the*
house:: bas },},.__; dasiotmos dove fuw 1

s P6 At
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56wkl Signor," exclaimed he, ¢ while
¢ Don Pedro’s loss is yet deplored in
 Spain, what joy to me to find him
¢ ‘here agam !....1 now percelve the
% real purpose of this journey to England.
¢ 1 had my suspicions, indeed, it
¢ Pray, Meleados, is my sister living >~
%« Nes, my Lqrd..;"—-“ And her son ?’—
“ Lhear Don Alvarez is the most accom-
“ plished gentleman in all Spain.”’—

!

Heaven be praised ’—¢¢ Your Excel-

f

lency must have observed: very little
¢ alteration in the LadeiAna ; sheds
<€ as handf’ome as ever.....” At this
name of Diana, Don Pedro: (for the reader.
- by 'this time must have guessed it was
himself) staggered, and fell back against
a tree,. . % It is no illusion, then,” ex-
claimed:
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claimed he ; ¢ the perfidious woman is

({3
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herel....”—% Ah! my Lord, ha-
ving received her in your house, you.

“ought to fqrgen the past.”’—:¢ Forget.

it, just Heavens!”’—¢¢ After a lapse of -

‘seventeen years, it would be most natu-

ral.”’—¢ Gracious God! if at least. . .”
—<¢ Hear, 'Meleados I am going to put
¢ youa questxonwhlchmterests me deeply,
or rather the only one which I can have
toask : promise me you will answer to
the point.””— Yes, my Lord, if Ican
without betraying the confidence with:

which - I am. honoured.” — ¢ That

young person is her daughter _how old
1s she ? that is a thing which you ought
to. know with precision: how old is
she ?’—¢ Fourteen and a half,” an-

swered Meleados without hesitation ; al-

though'
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, .
% inyLor'd ; but grant me the favour of
SGran audience now and then, and I will
¢ acquaint you with some curioué parti-
“ culars .. . — “No, no; I will not
“, hear her name mentioned again ; I de-
% spise and hate her.’ ’—¢ But her daugh-
 ter [« Oh! how wretched am 117
Thus ended this conversation ; for Tlon '
Pedro dismissed Meleados, who, finding
himself very comfortable in his house,.
promised to himself he would preserve:

silence, and did so accordingly.

He reaily believed that Alphonsine was
Don Sanc‘ho's daughter, because, having
bpe day ventured to speak élightly’ of
Don Sancho to Diana, shehad command-
-ed him to be silent, adding at the same
time, “ Had it not been for him, my Al
; phonsine
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phonsine would not have lived ! (for Dia-
' na was persuaded that if the Count Mon. -
- calde had not been prevented by'Doxlx
Sancho, he would have poisoned her in-
stead of cbnﬁrﬁng her in the cave). But
Meleados, from the above expression, had
wisely concluded that Don Sancho was
the father of Alphonsine.  As to the se-
cret ﬁiarriage with‘Dazéli, it was a mere
conjecture, which he founded on the love
the Page had once entertained for Diana,
the fortune he had acquired since, and the
regard which Diana stili testified towards
him ; which latter circumstance Melea-
- dos- had learned from the  waiting-wo-

man.

After dinner, as Alphonsine was rising
from table, the Surgeon came and brought
her

»









534

‘he was not an old man, and that his dress
alone bore the marks of old age.. . Don
Pedlo, meanwhile, observed her most

attenﬂvely in h1s turn, and still addressing

her in L'nghsh -« Did you know Don

« Sancho, your fathez" P’ said et
~ % Don Sancho was not my father,” ,‘re-

- plied she eagerly. — “ What do yoﬁ‘
G éay 2 —¢ The truth.” — ¢ To' Dazeli

¢ then you are indebted for life?...”
% No ”— How! neither Don Sancho,

¢ nor Dazeh-. ...Oh! if he were but
8 mistaken about her agel...In Hea-
s 'v‘en"s name, tell me...”” — ¢ Well
— How old are you ¥’—¢ Sixteen and
« g half > At this, Don Pedro;, trans-
portéd, caught her in his arms, exclaim-
ing in Spanish, ¢ Oh! my dau'ghter, I
% am Don Pedro.” — % Oh, mamma !”
‘ said
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& saxd Alphonsme, and she fell famtmg on
her fathers breast . . . The waiting-wo-
‘man came and ‘offgred her assistance.
“ Away!” said Don Pedro, bursting
into a flood of tears, ¢ you shall not take
© away my daughter she ismy daughter,
402 my child! Oh!I forgwe, yes, 1 forgive
& iver motherall |...” The waiting-wo-
man unlacing Alphonsine, the golden chain
which held the medallion got loose, and
Don Pedro’s pictare fell on the ground.
This new proof of his happiness completed
his joyful transports. . . . Alphonsihe.
opeﬁed her eyes, and falling at her fa-
ther’s feet, klssed his hands, and asked
for his blessing, togethér with permission
to fly and acquaint her mother, taking
the necessary precautions that the sudden

change should not cause any bad effects’
i ;in
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‘¢ when' you know that honour commands
“ me to go.,”—* How ?” —*“ Don Juan
¢ is charged with a great maritime expe-
*dition ; he may ha‘ve some engage-
ments to fight, and a luhg voyage to
perform.  Delighted to serve under
£ his'orders_, I have demanded and ob- .
¢ tained an engageménﬁ.” — “Did you
“ notknow of the return of Alphonsine?”>

’

—¢ I made that application the very next
¢ day ‘after’my mother received your let-
¢ ter.”—¢ And has your mother con-
¢ sented?’—“ 1 have confided to her
“ my motives and my sentiments, and .
she approves of them.”—«¢ Depart,
my child. In your place, and at your
-age, Iwould have acted in the same
manner. ' Aiphons‘ine, come and bid
your cousin farewell.” At these words
g - _Alphonsine

o e












event f01 all the famzly. - Every eye was
fixed on Alphonsme ; every persom, exa-

mined her with curiosity as well as mterest., :
Don Alvarez, who had attamed the finest

moment of his life, Don Alvarez, who
was in transports, did not however ven-
ture to advance. . . He contemplated in -
2 supplicative manner, the charming
‘countenance of Alphonsme, who stood
with her eyes cast down, and her cheeks
suffused” with a most lively carnation,
After a moment’s hesitation, she approach- |
~ ed her mother ; and calling Don Alvare__z‘
_ with a trémbling voice, she said to Diana,
¢¢ Mamma, do you embrace him first. . ..>
Don Alvarez, placing one Knee on the
: ground; Donna Diana embraced him ‘
with the most lively tendernessa; after
which, Alphonsine advancing towards
: Don
Wi
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