


 



 





 



 



 



 



TALES OF TH} CRUSADERS. 7 

Sir Kenneth acceded in silence, and the physi- 
cian inspected and handled Roswal’swouxd with 

as much care and attention as if he had been a 

human being. He thea took forth a case of instru- 

ments, and, by the judicious and skilful application 

of pincers, withdrew from the wounded shoulder 

the fragment of the weapon, and stopped with styp- 

tics and bandages the effusion of blood which fol- 

lowed ; the creature all the while suffering him ~ 

patiently to perform these kind offices, as if he had 

been aware of his kind intentions. 

© 'The animal may-be-cured,” said El Hakim, 
addressing himself to Sir Kenneth, “ if you will 

permit me to carry him to my tent, and treat him 

with the care which the nobleness of his nature 

deserves. For know, that your servant Adonbec 

is no less skilful in the race and pedigree, and 

distinctions of good dogs and of noble steeds, than 

‘im the diseases-which affect the human race.” 

“ Take him with you,” said the knight. “I 

bestow him on you freely if he recovers. I owe 

thee a reward for aptendance on my squire, and 

have nothing else ம pay it with. For myself, I | 

“ will never again wind bugle, or halloo to hound.” 

2 
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8 TASES OF THE CRUSADERS. ட்‌ ்‌ Se 

The ப made no reply, but gave a signal 

with asclapying of his hans, which was instantly 

answered by the appearance of two black slaves. 

He gave them his orders in Arabic, received the 

answer, that ‘‘ to hear was to obey,” when, taking 

the animal in their arms, they removed him, with- 

out much resistance on his part; for though his 

eyes turned to his master, he was too weak to 

struggle, iat 

“ Fare thee well, Roswal, then,” said Sir Ken- 

neth,—“ fare thee well, my last and only friend— 
thou art too noble @ possession to be retained by 

one suchas I must in future call myself—I would,” 

he said, as the slaves retired, “ that, dying as he 

is, I could exchange conditions with that noble 

animal.” 

“It is written,” answered the Arabian, although 

the exclamation had not been addressed to him, 

“ that all creatures are fashioned for the service 

of man ; and the mastet of the earth speaketh folly 

when he would exchange, in his impatience, his 

hopes here and to come, forythe servile condition 

of an inferior being.” வ்‌ 
ல



 



 



 



12 TALES OF Tifs CRUSADERS. a 

call your wild enterprize, is like a large dromond* 
parting: asufder in the wa¥es. Thou thyself hast 
borne terms of truce from the Kings and Princes 

whose force is here assembled, to the mighty Sol- 

dan, and knew’st not, perchance, the fall tenor of 

thine own errand.” » Ph ்‌ 

<I knew not, cal I care not,” ae the Knight, 

impatiently ; “ what avails it to me that I have 

been of late the envoy of*princes, when, ere night, 

I shall be.a gibbetted and dishonoured corse?” 

tre: that it may not be so with thee,” 

said@the physician. ‘ Saladin is courted on. all 

sides ; the. combined Princes of this league formed. 

against him, have made such proposals of composi- 

tion and peace, as, in other.circumstances, it might 

have become his honour +o have granted to them. ; 

Others haye made private offers on their own 

separate account, to disjoin their forces from the 

camp of the Kings of Frangistan, and even to 

lend their arms to the defence of the standard of 

the Prophet. But Saladin will not be served by 
1 

  

« &. 

* The largest srot of vessels then known,° ‘were கட்ச்‌ 870௩ 
monds, or dromedaries. -- ர்‌ 

© 
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TALES OF THE CRUSADERS : 13 

such ‘treacherous at interested ‘defection, The 

King of kings vill theat only with the Lion 

- King. Saladin will hold treaty with none but 

the ‘Melek Ric, and with him he will treat 

like a prince, or fight like a champion. To 

Richard he will yield such conditions of his free 

liberality, as the swords of all Europe could never 
compel from him by force or terror. He will per- 

mit a free pilgrimage to’ Jerusalem, and all the 

places where the Nazarenes list to worship; nay, 

he will so far share even his empire with Ea bzo- 

ther Richard, that “he will allow Christian 

sons in the six strongest cities of Paling mah 

one in Jerusalem itself, and suffer them to be 

under the immediate command of the officers of 

Richard, who, he consents, shall bear the name of 

‘King Guardian of Jerusalem. Yet farther, strange 

and incredible as you may think it, know, Sir 

Knight—for to your honour I can commit even 

that almost incredible secret-—know that Saladin 

will put a sacred seal,on this happy union be- 

twixt the bravest and’ noblest of Frangistan and 

, Asia, by raisiag tothe rank of his royal spouse a 

© Chustiah damsel, allied in blood to King Richard, 
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16... TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 

France, and, Henry of Champagne, and others of . 
Richard's principal allies, dee heard the propo- 
sal without starting, and have promised, as far as 
they may, to forward an ‘allianee, that may end 
these wasteful wars; and the wise arch-priest of 

Tyre hath undertaken to break the proposal to 
Richard, not doubting that he shall be able to 
bring the plan to good issue. The Soldan’ 8 Wis- 
dom hath as yet kept his proposition secret from 
others, such as he of Montserrat, and the Master 
of the Templars, ‘because he knows they seek to 
thrive by Richard’s death or disgrace, not by his 
life or honour.—Up, therefore, Sir Knight, and 
to horse. I will give thee a scroll which shall ad- 
vance thee highly with the Soldan ; and deem not 

" that you are leaving your country, or her cause, 
or her religion, since the interest of the two mo- 

_ narchs will speedily be the same. To Saladin thy 
counsel will be most acceptable, since thou canst 
make him aware of much concerning the marriages 
of the Christians, the treatment of their wives, 
and other points of their laws and usages, which, 
in the course of such treaty, ie muca concerns him , 
that he should know. The right hand of the Sol- 

6 15 
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