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PREFACE.

I~ thie religion of thé Hindoos, which of all
false religions is the most monstrous in its fa-
bles, and the most fatal in its effects, there is
one remarkable peculiarity. Prayers, penances,’
and sacrifices, are supposed to possess an inhe-
rent and actual value, in no degree depending
upon the disposition or motive of the person
who performs them. They are drafts upon
Heaven, for which the Gods cannot refuse pay-
ment. The worst men, bent upon the worst
designs, have in this manner obtained power
which has made them formidable to the Su-

preme Deities themselves, and rendered an dva-
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tar, or Incarnation of Veeshnoo the Preserver,
mnecessary. This belief is the foundation of the
follox;ving Poem. The story is original; but,
in all its parts, consistent with the superstition
upon which it is built; and however startling i
the fictions may appear, they might almost be
called credible when cbmpared with the ge-
nuine tales of Hindoo mythology.

No figures can be imagined more anti-pictu-
resque, and less poetical, than the mythological
personages of the Bramins. This deformity was
easily kept out of sight:—their hundred hands
are but a clumsy personification of power ; their
numerous  heads only a gross image of divinity,
““ whose countenance,” as the Bhagvat-Geeta
expresses it, ‘“ is turned on every side.” . To
the other obvious ohjection, that the religion of

Hindostan is not generally known enough to
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BRAMA, .........the Creator. :

VEESHNOO,......the Preserver: :

SEEVA,ssiseesennthe Destroyer. These form the Trimourtee, or Trinity, as it has been

called, of the Bramins. The allegory is obvious,

but has been made for the Trimourtee, not the

Trimourtee for the allegory; and these Deities

are regarded by the people as three distinct and

personal Gods. The two latter have at this day

their hostile sects of worshippers ; that of Seeva

is the most numerous; and-in this Poem, Seeva is

represented as Sué)reme among the Gods. This

is the same God whose name is variously written

Seeb, Sieven and Siva, Chiven by the French,

Xiven by the Portugueze, and. whom European

writers sometimes denominate Eswara, Iswaren,

Mahadeo, Mahadeva, Rutrem,—according to

which of his thousand and eight names prevailed

in the country w].ge they obtained their infor-

mation. i

INDRA,.ieereeeseeae. God of the Elements.

The SWERGA, .... his Paradise,—one of the Hindoo heavens.

YAMEN,..v000een-.Lord of Hell, and Judge of the Dead.

PADALON, ........ Hell,—under the Earth, and, like the Earth, of an octagon shape ;
its eight gates are guarded by as many Gods.

MARRIATALY, ... the Goddess who is chiefly worshipped by the lower casts.

POLLEAR, ...c0ese OT Ganesa,—the Protector of Travellers. His statues are placed
in the highways, and sometimes in a small lonely sanctuary, in
the streets and in the fields.

CASYAPA,...ccs..e...the Father of the Immortals.

DEeveras,........... .the Inferior Deities.

SURAS, ...creeseeess Good Spirits.

ASURAS, ............. Evil Spirits, or Deyils.

(GLENDOVEERS, ... the most beautiful of the Good Spirits, the Grindouvers of Sonne-
rat.
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4 . % ' THE CURSE OF KEHAMAS" | T

With unimpeded and insatiate mght
To‘vie'w' the funeral pomp which passeé by,
. As if the mournful rite .

Were but to them a scene of joyance and délighj;;

Vainly, ye blessed twinklers of the night, -
Your feeble beams ye shed,ll
Quench’d in the unnatural light which might out-stare
‘ Even the broad eye of day; °
And thou from thy celestial way e
Pourest, O Moon, an ineffectual ray !
TFor lo ! ten thousand torches flame and flare
Upon the midnight air,
Blotting the lights of heaven
With one portentous gla.fe.

Behold the fragrant smoke in many a fold,
Ascending floats along the fiery sky,

And hangeth visible on high,

A dark and waving canopy.

Hark ! ’tis the funeral trumpet’s breath !
"Tis the dirge of death !

At once ten thousand drums begin,
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5  THE FUNERAL.

With one long thunder-peal the ear assailing ;
| Ten thousand voices then join in, . |
‘And with one deep and general din
Pour their wild wailing. ..
The song of prai_se is drown’d
A_nﬁid that deafening sound ;
You hear no more the trumpet’s tone,
You hear no more the HOUTHErS Ir;loan,
Tho’ the trumpet’s breath, and the dirge of death,
Mingfe and swell the funeral yell.
~ But rising over all in one acclaim
Is heard the echoed and re-echoed name,
From all that couitless rout:
Arvalan ! ;Arvalan !
Arvalan! Arvalan ! :
Ten times ten thousand voices in one shout
Call Arvalan ! The overpowering sound, |
From house to‘housé repeated rings about,

From tower to tower rolls round.

The death-procession moves along;
Their bald heads shinjhg to the torches ray,

The Bramins lead the way,
3 10



THE CURSE OF KEHAMA.

Chaunting the funeral song.
And now at once they shout
Arvalan! Arvalan ! '
With quick rebound of sound
All in accordant cry,
Arvalan'! vArvalan‘.
The universal multitude reply.
In vain ye thunder on his ear the name !
Would ye awake the dead ?
Borne upright in his palankeen,
There Arvalan is seen ! -
A glow is on his face,...a lively'réd;;’
Tt is the crimson paﬁOpy
Which o'er his cheek the reddening shade hath shed.
He moves, . . . he nods his head, . :
But the motion comes from the bearers’ tread,
As the body; borne aloft in state,

Sways with the 1mpulse of its own dead weight.

Close following his dead son, Kehama came,
Nor joining in the ritual song,
Nor calling the dear naine ;

With head deprest and funeral vest,
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. THE FUNERAL,
And arms enfolded on his breast, ,
Silent and lost in thought he moves along.
King of the world, his slaves unenvying now
Behold their wretched Lord ; rejoi'ced they see
"The mighty Rajah’s misery; - '

For Nature in his pride hath dealt the blow,

* And taught the mé_stel_’ of mankind to know

Fyen he himself is man, and not exempt from woe

(@) sight of grief ! Vthe wives of Arvalan,
Yoﬁng Azla, young Nealliny, are seen !
Theirﬁwidow-robes of ‘whit(;,‘~
With gold and jewels bright,
: Each like an Fastern queen.
Woe ! woe ! around their palankeen,
As on a bridal day,
~ With symphony, and dance, and song;
Their kindred and their friends come on.
The dance of sacrifice ! the funeral song !
And next the victim slaves in long array,
Richly bedight to grace the fatal day,
Move onward to their death ;

The clarions’ stirring breath
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Lifts their.fhin robes in every flowing fold,
And swells the woven gold,

That on the agitated air

Trembles, and glitters to the torches glare.

A man and maid of aspect wan and W@ld,
Then, side by side, by bowmen guarded, came.
" ~O wretched father! O unhappy child!
Them were all eyés of all the throng exploring....
Is this the daring man
Who raised his fatal hand at Arvalq.n 2
Is this the wreteh condemn’d to feel
Kehama’s dreadful wrath ?
Them were all hearts of all the throng deploring,
For not in that innumerable throng
Was one who lov'd the dead ; ’for who could know
What aggravated wrong
Provok’d the desperate blow !
Far, far behind, beyond all reach of sight,
In ordered files the torches flow along,
One ever-lengthening line of gliding light :
Far. .. far behind,

Rolls on the undistinguishable clamour,

































II.

THE CURSE.

She hath escap’d my will, Kehama cried,
She hath escap’d, . ..but thou art here,
I have thee still,
T_he worser criminal !
And on Ladurlad, while he spake, severe
He fix’d his dreadful frown.
. The strong reflection of the pile
Lit his dark lineaments,
Lit the protruded brow, the gathered front,
Thé steady eye of wrath.

L3
o=

But Whi‘lé Ehe fearful silence yet endur’d,
' Ladur]ad rous’d his soul ;
Eréjet the voice of destiny
Which trembled on the Rajah’s lips was loos’d,
' Eager he interposid, . ..
As if despair had waken’d him to hope ;
Mercy ! oh mercy ! ... only in defence ..
- Only instinctively,...
Only to save my child, T smote the Prince.
King of the world, be merciful !
Crush me, . . . but torture not !

(8]
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18 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA.
The Man-Almighty deign’d him no reply,
Still he stood silent ; in no human mood

Of mercy, 1n no hesitating thought - |
~ Of right and justice. At the length he rais’d

His brow yet unrelax’d, . . . his lips unclos’d, =

And utter'd from the hgart,'
With the whole feeling of his soul enforced,

‘The gather’d vengeance came.

I'charm thy life i |
From the weapons of strife,
From stone and from wood,

From fire anil from flood,
Frofn the ser;;ent’s tobth.,
And the beasts of blood :
From Sickness I charm thee,
And Time shall not harm thee,
But Earth which is mihe,

Its fruits shall deny thee ;
And Water shall hear me,
And know thee and fly thee ;
And the Winds shall not touch thee

When they pass by thee,

i



. ' THECURSE.

And the Dews shall not wet thee,
When they fall nigh thee :
And thou shalt seek Death

To release-. thee, in vain ;
Thou shalt live in thy pain,
While Kehama shall reign,
With a fire in thy heart,
And a fire in thy brain ;
And Sleep shall obey me,
And visit thee never,

And the Curse shall be on thee

For ever and ever.

There where the Curse had stricken him,
There stood the miserable man,
There stood Ladurlad, with loose-hanging arms,
And eyes of idiot wandering.
Was it a dream ? alas,
He heard the river flow,
He heard the crumbling of the pile,
He heard the wind which shower’d
The thin white ashes round.

There motionless he stood,

:19
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¢ '  THECURSEOEKEHAMA. .  HI
 Where too is shic whom most his heart held dear,
‘His best-beloved Kailyal, where is she,
The solace and the jhoy of many a year = /
~ Of widowhood ! is she then gone, e
And is he left all-utterly alone,.
To-bear his blasting curse, and none
~ 'To succour or deplore him ?
He staggers from the dreadful spot ; the throng
lee way in fear before him ;
Like one who carries pestilence about,
Shuddeunw they shun him, where he moves along.
| - And now he wanders on
'_Beyond the noisy rout ;
He cannot ﬁy and leave his curse behind,
~ Yet doth he seem to find
A comfort in the change of circumstance.
~ Adown the shore he strays,
| Unknowing where his wretched feet shall rest,

But farthest from the fatal place is best.

By this in the orient sky appearé the gleam
Of day. Lo! what is yonder in the stream,

Down the slow river floating slow,
10 -
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In distance ind-isti‘ﬁct and dimly seen ?
The childless one with idle eye.

Followed its motion thoughtlessly :

; 'Idiy he gaz'd, unknowing why,

~ And half unconscious that he watch’d its way.

Belike it is a tree

Which some:rude-témbest, in its sudden sway,

Tore from the rock, ‘or from the hollow shore
The undgrmining‘stream hath swept away.
But when anon outswelling By its side,.
A woman’s robe he spied,
Oh then Ladurlad started, -
As one, who in his grave

Had heard an angel’s call.

Yea, Marriataly, thou hast deign’d to save ! '

. Yea, Goddess ! it is she,

- Kailyal, still clinging senselessly
To thy dear image, ahd,in ha}ppy hour
Upborne amid the wave

By that preserving power.

- Headlong in hope and in joy

=
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o4 THECURSEOFKEHAMA. ML

Ladurlad dash’d in the water.
The water knew Kehama’s ‘sp’el-l"-, :
The water shrunk before hlm :
- Blind to the miracle, e ==
He rushes to his daughter,
~ And treads the river-depths in transport wild,
’ And clasps and saves his child. |

~ Upon the farther side a level shore

Of sand was Spread : thither Ladﬁrlad‘ bore
His daughter, holding still vﬁth senseléss hand:

The sa\;ing Goddess ; there upon the sand

He laid the livid maid, -
Roied up against his knees her drooping head
‘Bent to her hps, ... her lips as pale as death, ..
1f he might feel her breath, '
His own the while in hope and dread s_uépended;
~ Chaf’d her cold breast, and ever and anon

Let his hand rest, upon her heart extended.-

Soon did his touch perc‘eive_, or fanéy there, .
The first faint motion of returning life.

He chafes her feet, and lays them bare
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In the sun ; and now again upon her breast
Lays his hot hand ; and now her lips he prest,
- For now the stronger throb of life he knew :
\ And her lips tremble too !
The breath comes palpably,
Her quivering lids unclose,
'Feebly and feebly fall,

Relapsing as it seem’d to dead repose.

So in her father’s arms thus languidly,
While over her with earnest gaze he hung,
Silent and motionless she lay,

And painfully and slowly writh’d at fits,
At fits to short convulsive starts was stung.
Till when the struggle and strong agony
Had left her, quietly she lay rgpbs’d;
Her eyes now resting on Ladurlad’s face,
Relapsing now, and now again unclos’d.
The look she fix’d upon his face, implies
Nor thought nor feéling; senselessly she lies,
Compos'd like one who sleeps with open eyes.

D



26 - THE CURSE OF KEHAMA. IIL,

Long he leant over her,

In silence and in fear.
Kailyal!. .. at length he cried, in such a tone, //f
As a poor mother ventures who draws near, :
With silent footstep, to her child’s sick bed.
My Father! cried the maid, and rais’d her head, :
Awakening then to life and thought, . . . thou here ?

~ For when his voice she heard,
The dreadful past recurf’d,
Which dimly, like a dream of pain,

Till now with troubled sense confus’d her brain.

And hath he spar'd us then ? she cried,
Half rising as she spake,
For hope and joy the sudden strength supplied ;
In mercy hath he curb’d his cruel will,
That still thou livest ? But as thus she said,
' Impatient of that look of hope, her sire
Shook hastily his head ;
Oh! he hath laid a Curse upon my life,
A clinging curse, quoth he ;
Hath sent a fire into my heart and brain,

Aburning ﬁre,. for ever there to be ! 7
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L}

OhL ! wrong not them ! quoth Kailyal, A
. Wrong not the Heavenly Powers !
 Our hopé is all in them : They are not blind ! |
And lighter wrongs than ours,
And lighter erimes than his,
Have drawn the Incarnate down among mankind.
Already have the Immortals heard our cries,
And in tﬁe rhercy of their righteousne_ssv
‘Beheld us in the hour of our distress !
She spake with streaming eyes, °
Where pious love and ardent feeling beam.
And turning to the Image, threw
Her grateful arms around it, . . . It was thou
- Who saved’st me from the stream !
' My Marriataly, it was-thou !
I had not else been here
To share my Father’s Curse,

To suffer now, ... and yet to thank thee thus!

Here then, the maiden cried, dear Father, here
Raise our own Goddess, our divine Preserver |
The mighty of the earth despise her rites,

She loves the poor who serve her. |
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Set up her image here,
With heart and v01ce the guardian Goddess bless,
+2 Fer Jealously would she resent
Neglect and thanklessness; . ..
. Set ‘up her image here,
Ana bless her for her aid with tohgue and soul sincere.
o ; So saying, on her knees the mald
| Began the p1ous toil.
Soon their joint labour scoops the easy soil ;
They raise the image up with _.rev,erent hand,
And round its rooted base they heap the sand-
O Thou whom we ador‘e,< .
" O Marriataly, thee do I implore,
_ The virgin cried ; my G(;ddess, pardon thou
The unwilling Wrdng, that I no more,
‘With danee and ébng,
Can do thy daily service, as of yore ! |
The flowers which last I wreath’d around thy -brow,
Are withering there ; and never now
~ Shall I at eve adore thee,
And Swimming round with arms outspread,
Poise the full pitcher on my head,

E
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34 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA e IV.
~An dextrous dance before thee s

. While underneath the reedy shed, at rest

My father sa,te_ the _eyenmg rites to v1ew, %
And blest th;;r_name, and-blest
His daeg-hter 100 17

Then heavihg from her heart heavy sigh,
O Goddess ! from that fxappy home, cried she, :
The Almighty Man hath forced us! St
~ And homeward with the thought uncofxsciouslj
She turn’d her dizzy eye. . . . But there on high,
With many a dome, and pinnacle, and spire,
The summits of the Golden Palaces
Blazd in the dark blue sky, aloft, like fire.
Fafher, away ! she cried, away!
~ Why linger we so nigh ?
. For not to him hath Nature given
The thousand eyes of Deity,
_Always and _everj_-r where with open sight,
To persecute our flight !
Away ...away! she said,
And took her father’s hand, and like a child
| He followed where she led.
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Behold them Wandeung on their hopeless Way,

THE CURSE OF KEHAMA

Rolls through the stillness of deparung day,
Like thunder far away.

i

Unknowmg where they stray,

Yet sure where’ er ’ghey st,op to find no rest.

The e'v'en‘ing gale is blowing,
It plays a;ﬁong the trees ;

Like plumes upon a warrior’s crest,
They see yon cocoas tossing to.the breeze. .
Ladurlad views them with impatient mind;

Impatiently he hears =
' The gale of evening bh)wihg,
The sound of waterh flowing, .
As if all sights and sounds combin’d,
To mock his irremediab  woe |
~ For not for him the blessed waters flow,
For not for him the galeé of evening blow, i

A fire is in his heart and hrain,

~ And Nature hath no healing for his pain.

The Moon is up, still pale
Amid the lingering light.

v
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THE SEPARATION.
A cloud ascending in the eastern sky,
Sails slowly o’er the vale, :
And darkens round and closes-in the night,-

No hospitable house is nigh,

- No traveller’s home the wanderers to invite. |

‘Forlorn, and with long watching overwdm, |

The wretched father and’ the Wretched Chlld

Lle down amid the Wlld

&

Before them_ full _in sight,
A white flag flapping to the winds of night,

Marks where the tyger seiz'd his human prey.

Far, far away with natural dread,
Shunning the perilous sp‘o(f‘
At other times abhorrent had they fled ;
: But now they heed it not.

Nothing they care ; the boding death-flag now

In vain for them may gleam and flutter there.
Despair and agony in him, i
Prevent all other thbugbt 5 »

And Kailyal hath no heart or sense for ought,

Save her dear father’s strange and miserable lot.

There in the woodland shade,

37
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38  THE CURSE OF KEHAMA.

Upon the lap of that unhappy maid,
His head Ladurlad laid,
And never word he spake ;

Nor heav’d he one com plaining sigh,
Nor groan’d he with his miéer_y,
But silently for her dear sake
~Endur'd the raging pain.

: And now 'the‘lmoon‘ was hid on high,
«No stars were glimmering in the sky ;
~She could not see her father’s eye, -
How red with burning agony.
| Perhéps‘ he may be cooler now ;
. She hoped, and lohg’d to touch ~his brow
- W ith gentle hand, yet did not dare
To léy the painful pressure there.
Now forward from the ;cree she bent,
- And anxiously her head she leant
And listened td his breath.
Ladurlad’s breath was short and quick,
Yet regular it came,
And like the slumber of the sick,

In vantings still the same.

- Oh if he sleeps!.. . her lips unclose,



THE SEPARATION. 39

Intently listening to thé sound,
‘That equal s‘oupd so like repose.
 Still quietly the sufferer lies, : i
Bearing his torment now. with resolute will ;
He neither moves, nor groans, nor sighs.
Doth satiate cruelty bestow
This little respite to his woe,

She thought, or are there Gods who look belo'W !

Perchance, thought Kailyal, willingly deceiv’d,
Our Marriataly hath his pain reliev’d,
And she hath bade the blessed 7s]eep assuage

His agony, despite the Rajah’s rage.
That was a hope which fill'd her gushing eyes,
And made her heart in silent yearnings rise,
To bless the Powen divine i thaalilness.
And yielding to that joyful thought her mind,
Backward the maid her aching head reclin’d
Against the tree, and to her father’s breath
In fear she hearken’d still with earnest ear.
But soon forgetful fits the effort broke :
In starts of recollection then she woke, |

s : ; ‘
Till now benignant Nature overcame
10 il i



40 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA. ¥
The Virgin’s weary and exhausted frame,
Nor able more her painful watch to keep,

She clos’d her heayy lids, and sunk to sleep.

Vain was her hope! he did not rest from pain,
. The Curse was burning in his brain.
Alas! the innocent maiden thought he slept,
But Sleep the Bfaj-ah’s- dread commandment kept;
- Sleep knew Kehama's Curse. '

‘The dews of night fell round them now,
‘'They never bath’d Ladurlad’s brow,
They kfn"'ew. Kehama’s Curse.

The-:night-wind is abroad,
Aloft it moves émon:g the stirring trees.
He only heard the breeze, . . .
No healing‘aid to him it brought,
It play’d around his head and touch’d him n;)t,

It knew Kehama’s Curse.

Listening, Ladurlad lay in his despair,
If Kailyal slept, for wherefore should she share
Her father’s wretchedness which none could cure ?

Better alone to suffer; he must bear
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THE SEPARATION. 45

Here stood his image, such as when he seiz'd
And tore the rebel giant from the ground,
With mighty trunk wreath’d round
His impotent bulk, and on his tusks, on high
Impal'd, upheld him between earth and sky.

 Thither the affrighted maiden sped her flight,
And she hath reach’d the piace of sanctuary ;
And now within the temple in despite,
Yea, even before the altar, in his sight,
Hath Arvalan with fleshly arm of might
Seizd her. That instant the insulted God
Caught him aloft, and from his sinuous grasp,
As if from some tort catapult let loose,

Over the forest hurl’d him all abroad.

O’ercome with dread,

Sh.e'tarried not to see what heavenly power.
‘Had saved her in that hour.
Breathless and faint she fled.

And now her foot struck on the knotted root

Of a broad manchineil, and there the maid

Fell senselessly beneath the deadly shade.






i CASYAPA.
Bright and so beautiful was that fair night,
It might have calm’d the gay amid their mirth,
And given the wretched a delight in tears.
One of the Glendoveérs, _
The loveliest race of all of heavenly birth,
Hovering with gentle motion o’er the earth,
_ Amid the moonlight air,

In sportive flight was floating round and round,
Unknowing where his joyous way was tending.
He saw the maid where motionless she lay,
And stoopt his flicht descending,

And rais'd her from the ground.
Her heavy eye-lids are half clos’d,
Her cheeks are pale and livid like the dead,
-Down hang her loose arms lifelessly,

Down hangs her languid head.

With timely pity touch’d for one so fair,
The gentle Glendoveer
Prest her thus pale and senseless to his brea.st,
And springs aloft in air with sinewy wings,
And bears the Maiden there, °
Where Himakoot, the holy Mount, on high

&
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45 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA. VI

From mid-earth rising in mid-Heaven,
Shines in its glory like the throne of Even.
Soaring with strenuous flight above,

He bears her to the blessed Grove,

Where in his ancient and august abodes,

There dwells old Casyapa, the Sire of Gods.

The Father of the Immor;cals sate,
‘Where underneath the Tree of Life,
The fountain of the Sacred River sprung
The Father of the Immortals smil’d
Benignant on his son.
Knowest thou, he said, my child,
FEreenia, knowest thou, whom thou bringest here,

A mortal to the holy atmosphere ?

EREENTA.
I found her in the Groves of Earth, =
Beneath a poison-tree, -
Thus lifeless as thou seest her.
In pity have I brought her to these bowers,
Not erring, Father! by that smile. ..
By that benignant eye !
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VAL - THE SWERGA. 65

A thousand rivers water Paradise.

Full to the brink, yet never overﬂovﬁng,
They cool the amorous gales, which, ever blowing,
O’er their melodious surface love to stray ;
Then winging back their way,

- Their vapours to the parent Tree repay ;
And ending thus where they began,
And feeding thus the source from whence they came,
The eternal rivers of the’ Swerga ran
For ever renovate, yet still the same.
On that etherial Lake whose water; lie
Blue and transpicuous, like another sky,
The Flements had rear’d their King’s abode.
A strong controuling power their strife suspended,
And there their hostile essences they blended,
To form a Palace worthy of the God.

Built on the Lake the waters were its floor ;
And here its walls were water arch’d with fire,
And here were fire with water vaulted o'er ;
And spires and pinnacles of fire
Round watery cupolas aspire,

And domes of rainbow rest on fiery towers,

I



66 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA.  VIIL

And roofs of flame are turretted around
With cloud, and shafts of cloud with lame are bound.
; Here, too, the Elements for ever veer,
Ranging around with endless interchanging ;
Pursued in love, and so in love pursuing,
In endless revolutions here they roll ;
For ever their mysterious work renewing ;
The parts all shifting, still unchanged the whole.
Even we on earth, at intervals, descry
- Gleams of the glory, streaks of flowirrg light,
Openings of heaven, and streams that flash at night

In fitful splendour, through the northern sky.

Impatient of delay, Ereenia caught
The Maid aloft, and spread his wings abroad,
And bore her to the presence of the God.
There Indra sate upon his thi‘one reclin’d,
Where Devetas adore him ;
The lute of Nared, warbling on the wind,
All tones of magic harmony combin’d
~ To sooth his troubled mind,
While the dark-eyed Apsaras danced before him.

In vain the God-musician play’d;.
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In vain the dark-eyed Nymphs of Heaven essay’d
To charm him with their beauties in the dance ;
And when he saw the mortal Maid appear,

" Led by fhe heroic Glendoveer, ‘

A deeper trouble fill'd his countena_nc-e.
What hast thou done, Ereenia, said the God,
Bringing a mortal here ?

And while he spake his eye was on the Maid.
The look he gave was solemn, not severe ;
No hope to Kailyal it conveyd,

And »yet it struck no fear ;
There was a sad displeasure in his air,

But pity, too, was there.

. ErEENIA.
Hear me, O-Indra! On the lower earth
I found this child of man, by what mishap
I know not, l):ing in the lap of death.
Aloft I bore her to our Father’s grove,
Not having other thought, than when the gales
Of bliss had heal’d her, upon earth again
To leave its lovely 'dalighter. ‘Other thoughts

Arose, when Casyapa declar’d her fate ;
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For she is one who groans beneath the power
Of the dread Rajah, terrible alike
To men and Gods. His son, dead Arvalan,
Arm’d with a portion, Indra, of thy power
Already wrested from thee, persecutes
The Maid, the helpless one, the innocent.
What then behov’d me but to waft her here
To my own Bower of Bliss ? what other choice ?
The spirit of foul Arvalan, not yet
Hath power to enter here; here thou art yet

Supreme, and yet the Swerga is thine own.

INDRA.
No child of man, Freenia, in the Bowers
Of Bliss may sojourn, till he hath put-off
His mortal part ; for on mortality
Time and Infirmity and Death attend,
Close followers they, and in 'their mournful train,
Sorrow and Pain and Mutability :
Did they find entrance here, we should behold
Our joys, like earthly summers, pass away.
Those joys perchance may pass ; a stronger hand

May wrest my sceptre, and unparadise
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The Swerga; . . . but, Ereenia; if we fall,
Let it be Fate’s own arm that casts us down,

We will not rashly hasten and provoke

The blow, nor bring ourselves the ruin on.

EREENIA.
Fear courts the blow, Fear brings the ruin on.
Needs must the chariot-wheels of Destiny
Crush him who throws himself before their track,

Patient and prostrate.

INDRA.
All may yet be well.
“Who knows but Veeshnoo will descend, and save,

‘Once more incarnate ?

ErREENIA.
Look not there for help,
Nor build on unsubstantial hope thy trust.
Our Father Casyapa hath said he turns
His doubtful eyes to Seeva, even as thou
Dost look to him for aid. But thine own strength

Should for thine own salvation be put forth:
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'Then might the higher powers approving see
And bless the brave resolve . . . Oh, that my arm
j Could wield yon lightnings which play idly there,
~ In inoffensive radiance, round thy head !
The Swerga should not need a champion now,

Nor Earth implore deliverance still in vain !

INDRA.
Thinkest thou I want the will? rash Son of Heaven,
What if my arm be feeble as thiné own -
Against. the dread Kehama ? He went on
Conquering in irresistible career,
Till his triumphant car had measured o’er
The insufficient earth, and all the kings
Of men received his yoke ; then had he won
His will, to ride upon their necks elate, |
And crown his conquests with the sacrifice
That should, to men and gods, proclaim him Lord
And Sovereign Master of the vassal World,
Sole Rajah, the Omnipotent below.
The steam of that portentous sacrifice
~ Arose to Heaven. Then was the hour to strike.

Then in the consummation of his pride,
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His height of glory, then the thunder-bolt

Should have gone forth, and hurl’d him from his throne
! Down to the fiery floor of Padalon, |
. To everlasting burnings, agony
Eternal, and remorse which knows no end.
~ That hour went by : grown impious in success,
By prayer and penances he wrested now
Such power from Fate, that soon, if Seeva turn not
His eyes on earth, and no Avatar salve,
Soon will he seize the Swerga for his own,
Roll on through Padalon his chariot wheels,
Tear up the adamantine bolts which lock
The accurst Asuras to its burning floor,
And force the drink of Immortality
From Yam%qf_s charge ... Vain were it now to strive ;
My thunder cannot pierce the sphere of power

Wherewith, as with a girdle, he is bound.

Karnvar.
Take me to earth, O gentle Deveta !
Take me again to earth ! This is no place
Of hope for me ! ... my Father still must bear

His curse . . . he shall not bear it all alone ;

4]
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Take me to earth, that I m.::ty follow him!... -
I do not fear the Almighty Man! the Gods
Are feeble here ; but there are higher Powers
Who will not tllrn their eyes from wrongs like ours;

Take me to earth, O gentle Deveta ! ...

Saying thus she knelt, and to his knees she clung
And bow’d her head, in tears and silence praying.
Rising anon, around his neck she flung
Her arms, and there with folded hands she hung,
And fixing on the guardian Glendoveer
Her eyes, more eloquent than Angel’s tongue,
Again she cried, There is no comfort here !

I must be with my Father in his pain ...

Take me to earth, O Deveta, aggén !

Indra with admiration heard the Maid.
O Child of Earth, he cried,
Alvgﬁ"c/ly in thy spirit thus divine,
Whatever weal or woe betide,
Be that high sense of duty still thy guide,
And all good Powers will aid a soul like thine.

Then turning to Ereenia, thus he said,
10
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His neck unbroke to moi'tél yok'e:
Like Nature free the Steed }_‘m'ust_ be,
"Fit offering for »the;I_mmorta.lls he.

s A year and day the Steed must stray
Wherever chance may guide his way,
Before he fall at Seeva’s shrine ;

The year and day have past away,
Nor touch of man hath marr’d the rite divine.
And n.ow at noon the Steed must blee(‘i,v ;
The perfect rite to-day must force the méed
Which Fate reluctaqt shudders to bestow :
~ Then must the Swerga-God
Yield to the Tyrant of the World below ;
Then must the Devetas obey
The Rajah’s rod, and groan beneath his hateful sway.

The Sun rides high ; the hour is nigh ;
The multitude who long,
Lest aught should mar the rite,
In circle wide on every side,
Have kept the Steed in sight,
Contract their circle now, and drive him on.

Drawn in long files before the Temple-courts
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~ The Réjah’s,'archers‘ﬂé,nk an ample space ;

W

Here, moving onward still, they drive him near, ;

; Then, opening, give him way to enter here.

. Behold him, how he starts and flings his head !
On either sidé in glittering order spread,
The archers ranged in narrowing lines appear ;
- The multitude behind close up the rear *
With moon-like bend, and silently await
. The awful end, '
The rite that shall from Indra wrest lns power.
In front, with far-stretch’d walls, and many a tower
' - Turret and dome and pinnacle elate,
The huge Pagoda seems to load the land :
. * And there before the gate
The Bramin band expectant stand,

The axe is ready for Kehama’s hand.

Hark ! at the Golden Palaces
The Bramin strikes the time !
One, two, three, four, a thrice-told chime,
And then again, one, two.

The bowl that in its vessel floats, anew
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Here may Ladurlad rest beyond his pbwer.
The living Bark alights ; the Glendoveer .
Then lays Ladl_lrlad by the blessed Lake ;...
O happy Sire, and yet more happy Daughter !
The etherial gales his agony aslake,
His daughter’s tears are on his cheek,
His hand is in the water ;
The innocent man, the man opprest,
Oh joy !. . hath found a place of rest
2 Beyond' Kehama’s sway,

His Curse extends not here ; his pains have past away.

O happy Sire, and happy Daughter !

Ye on the banks of that celestial water
Your restir;g place and sanctuary have found.
What ! hath not then their mortal taint defil’'d

‘ The sacred S’olitary ground ?

Vain thought ! the Holy Valley smil’d
Receiving such a sire and child ;
Ganges, who seem’d asleep to lie,
Beheld them with benignant eye,

And rippled round melodiously,

And roll’d her little waves, to meet
N
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And when fhose tears her sight beguil'd,
And still her faultering accents fail'd,
The Spirit, mute and motionless,
Spread out her arms for the caress,
Made still and silent with excess
Of love and painful happiness.
The Maid that lovely form sur‘vey’d‘ ;
Wistful she gaz’'d, and knew Ber not;
» But Nature to her heart convey’d
A sudden thrill, a startling thought,
A feeling many a year fdrgot, |
Now like a dream anew recurring,
As if again in every vein
Her mother’s milk was stirring.
With straining neck and earnest eye
She stretch’d her hands imploringly,
% As if she fain would have her nigh,
Yet fear’d to meet the wish’d embrace,
At once with love and awe opprest.
Not so, Ladur'lad; he could trace,
Though brighten’d with angelic grace,
His own Yedillian’s earthly face :
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He ran and held her to his breast! .
Oh joy above all joys of Heaven,
By Death alone to others given,
This moment hath to him restor'd

The early-lost, the long-deplord.

They sin who fell us Love can die.
With life all other passions fly,
Al others are but vanity.
In Heaven Ambition cannot dwell, ©
Nor Avarice in the vaults of Hell ;
Earthly these passions of the Earth,
They perish where they have their birth ;
But Love is indestructible.
Its holy flame for ever burneth,
From Heaven it came, to Heaven returneth ;
Too oft on, Earth a troubled guest,
At times deceiv’d, at fimes opprest, *
It here is tried and purified, %
Then hath in Heaven its perfect rest :
It soweth here with toil and care,

But the harvest-time of Love is there.

Oh! when a Mother meets on high
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And,'rush'mg forward in that hour,
. Saved the Swerga from his power.

- Grateful for this they hover nigh,
And bless the blessed company.

One God alone, with wanton eye,
Beheld them in their Bower ;
O ye, he cried, who have defied
The Rajah, will ye mock my power?
"Twas Camdeo riding on l}is lory,
"Twas the immortal youLh of Love;
If 'men‘below‘?and Gods above,’
_ Subject alike, qucith' he, have felt these darts,
Shall ye alone, of all in story,
Boast impenetrable hearts ?
“Hover hete, my gentlellory, _
; Gently hover, while I see :
To whom hath Fate decreed the glory,
To the Glendoveer or me. 4
_ Then, in the dewy evening sky, -
. Thé bird of gorgeous plumery

) 'P(:is’d his wings and hover'd nigh‘.
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THE ENCHANTRESS."
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When from the sword, by arm angelic driven,
Foul Arvalan fled howling, wild in pain,
His thin essential Spirit, rent and riven

With wounds, unitéd soon and heal’d again;

" Backward the accursed turn’d his eye in flight,
Remindful of revéngeful thoughts even then,
And saw where, gliding through the evening light,
The Ship of Heaven sail'd upward through the skys
Then, like a meteor, vanish’d from his sight.

Where should he follow ? \}ainlv)r 'mighf he try

To trace through trackless air its rapid course:
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Nor dard he that angellc arm defy,

St1ll sore and writhing from its dreaded force.

™

Should he the lust of vengeance lay aside ?
Too long had Arvalan in ill been train’d 3
Nurst up in power and tyranny and. pride,

-« *His soul thé'igpmninious thought disdain’d.
Or to his mighty Father should he go,

- Complaining of defeature twice sustain’d,
And ask new powers to meet ‘the immortal foe ? .
Repulsehe feard not, but he feard rebuke,
‘And sﬁam’d o tell him of his overthrow.
There dwelt a dread Enchantress in a nook
Obscure ; old help-mate she to him had been,

Lending ber aid in many a secret sin ;

And there, for counsel,hgow his way he too'k.

. She was a woman whose ;nlovely youth,

Even like a éankered rose, which none will cull,
Had Wilthered on the stalk ; her heart was full
Of passions which had found no natural scope,

Feelings which there had .g-rown but ripened not ;

Desires unsatisfied, abortive hope
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Repinihgs-which provoke vindictive thought,
_ These restless elements for ever wrought,
Fermenting in her with perpetual ;til',
And thus her spirit to all evil mov’d ;
'She hated men because they lov’d not her,
And hated women because they were lov’d.
And thus, in wrath and hatred and despair, * i :
She tempted Hell to tempt her ; and I?esign’d
.  Her body to the Demons of the 'Air, .
Wic{l;ed and wanton ﬁeﬁds who, where they Will,'
Wander abroad, still seeking to do ill, :
And take whatever vacant form théy find,
Carcase of man -or beast, that life hath left ;
Foul instrument for them of fouler mind.
To these the Witch her wretched body gave,
So théy would wreak her vengeance on mankind,
She ‘thus at once their mistress and their slave ;
And they to do Such service nothing loth,
Obeyed her bidding, slaves and masters both.

So from this cursed intercourse she caught
Contagious power of mischief, and was taught’

Such secrets as are damnable to guess.
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Is there a child Whose little lovely ways
Might win all hearts, . . on whom his parents gaze
- Till they shed tears of joy and tenderness ?
Oh! hlde him from that Witch’s ‘withering 51ght !

Oh! hide him from the eye of Lorrinite !
Her look hath crlpplmg in it, and ‘her_curse ‘
All plagues which on mortality can light ;

Death is Lis doom if she behold, . . or worse, ..

Dlseases loathsome and mcurable,

And inward suﬂ’ermgs that no tongue can tell.
Woe was to him, on whom that eye of hate
Was bent ; for, certain as the stroke of I ate(,

,, It did 1ts mortal work ; nor h‘uman vart.s
Could save the unhappy wretch, her chosen prey ;
For gazing, she consum’d his vital parts,

Eating his very core of life away.

The wine which from yon wounded palm on high
Fills yonder gourd, as stowly it distills,
Grows sour at once if Lorrinite pass by.

The deadliest worm, from which all creatures fly,

Fled from the deadlier venom of her eye ;

The babe unborn, within its mother’s womb,

Started and trembled when the Witch came nigh,
P
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And in the silent chambers of the tomb
Death shuddered her unholy tread to hear,
And, from the dry and m'@ulder_in‘g' bonés_,.d’id. fear
Force a cold sweat, when Lorrinite was rie@r._
Power made her haughty : by ambition fir'd,
Ere 'lorig to mightier mischiefs she aspird. -
The Calis, who Ser Cities rule unéeen,
Each in her own doain a Demoﬁ Queen,
And there ador’d with blood and .»humahulife, '
They knew her, and in their accurst employ
She stirr'd up neighbouring states to mortal stnfe
- Sani, the dreadful God, who rides abroad
Upon the King of the Ravens, to destroy
The offending sons of men, when his four hands
Were weary with their toil, would let her do
His work of vengeance upon gﬁilty lands ;

- And Lorrinite, at his commandment, knew
A\Vhen the ripe earthquake should be lbos’d, and where
To point ifs course. AAnd in the baneful air
The pregnant seeds of death he bade her strew,
All deadly plagues and pestilence to brew.

‘The Locusts were her army, and their bands,
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Where’er she turn’d her skinny finger, flew ;
The floods in ruin rolld at her comn_]ands. S
And when, in time of drought, the husbandman
Beheld the gathered rain about to fall,

Her breath would drive it to the desert sands.
While in the marshes pérch’d and gaping soil,
The rice-roots by the searching Sun were dried ;°
And in lean groupes, assembled at the side
Of the empty tank, the cattle dropt and died ;
And Famine, at her bidding, wasted wide
The wretched land, till, in the public way,

Promiscuous where the dead and dying lay,
Dogs fed on human bones in the opén light of day.
Her secret cell the acecursed Arvalan,

In quest of vengeancé, sought, and thus began.
Mighty mother ! mother wise |

Revenge me on my enemies.

LoRRINITE.
- Com’st thou, son, for aid to me?
Tell me who have injur'd thee, ? .

Wl‘lere they are, and who they be ;
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Of the Earth, or of the Sea,
Or of the aerial cho'mpalny 4
Earth, nor Sea, nor Air is free
Frorh the Powers who'wait on‘me, -

And my tremendous witchery.

ARVALAN.
~ She for whom so ill I sped,
Whom my Father deemeth dead,
Lives, for Marriataly’s aid |
From the water sav’d the maid.

: In hatred I desire her still,
And in revenge would have my will.
A Deveta with wings of blue,
And sword whose edge even.now 1 rue,

" In a Ship of Heaven.on high,
~ Pilots her along the sky.
Where they voyage thou canst tell,
Mistress of the mighty spell.

At this the Witch, through shrivell’d lips and thin,
. . Sent forth a sound half-whistle and half-hiss.

Two winged Hands came in,
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Armless and bodyless,
Bearing a globe of liquid crystal, set
In frame as diamond bright, yet black as jei.
A thousand eyes were quench’d in endless night,
To form that magic globe ; for Lorrinite

Had, from their sockets, drawn the liquid sight,

And kneaded it, with te-creating skill,

Into this organ of her mighty will.
Look in yonder orb, she cried,

Tell me what is there descried.

ARVALAN.
A mountain top, in clouds of light
Envelop’d, rises on my sight ;
Thence a cataraét rushes down,
‘Hung with many a rainbow crown ;
Light and clouds conceal its head,
Below, a silver Lake is spread ;
Upon its shores a Bower I see,
Fit home for blessed company.
See they come forward, . . one, two, three, ..
The last a Maiden, . .. it is she !

The foremost shakes his wings of blue,
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"Tis he whose sword even yet I rue;
And in that other one I know
The visage of my deadliest foe.

Mother, let thy magic might -
Arm me for the mortal fight ;
Helm and shield and mail afford,
Proof against*his dreaded sword.
Then will I im;ade their seat,

Then shall vengeance be compleat.

LoRRINITE.
~ Spirits, who obey my will,
Hear him, and his wish fulfill.

So spake the mighty one, nor farther spell
Needed ; anon a sound, like smother’d thunder,
Was heard, slow rolling under ;

The solid pavement of the cell
Quak’d, heav’d, and cleft asunder,

And, at the feet of Arvalan display’d,

Helmet and mail, and shield and scymitar, were laid.

The Asuras, often put to flight,
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And scattered in the fields of light,
By their foes celestial might,
- Forged this enchanted armour for the ﬁght..
- ’Mid fires intense did they anneal,
In mountain furnaces, the quivering steel,
Till, trembling through each deepening hue,
It settled in a midnight blue ;
Last tliey cast it, to aslake,
~ In the penal icy lake.

Thén, they consign’d it to the Giant brood ;
And, while they forged the impenetrable arms,
The Evil Powers, to oversee them, stood,

And there imbued :
The work of Giant strength with magic charms.
Foul Arvalan, with joy, survey’d
The crescent sabre’s cloudy blade,
With deeper joy the impervious mail,
The shield and helmet of avail.
Soon did he himself array, °

And bade her speed him on his way.

r_I'hen she led him to the den,

Where her chariot, night and day,
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Stood harness’d, ready for the way.
Two Dragons, yok’d in adamant, convey
k The magic car; from either collar sprung
An adamantine rib, which met in air,
O’er-arch’d, and crost and bent diverging there,
And firmly in its arc upbore, 7 '
Upon their brazen necks; the seat of power.
Arvalan mounts the car, and in his hand
Receives the magic reins from Lorrinite ;
The di‘agons; long obedient to command,
Their ample sails expand ;
Like steeds we]l-brokenrto fair lady’s hand,
They feel the reins of might,
And up the northern sky begin their flight.

Son of the Wicked, doth thy soul delight
To think its hour of vengeance now is nigh ?
Lo! where the far-off light

Of Indra’s palace flashes on his sight,
And Meru’s heavenly summit shines on high,
With clouds of glory bright,

Amid the dark-blue sky.
Already, in his ho;l)éa, doth he espy
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O Father! cried the startled Glendoveer,
The dreadful hour is near! I know it well!
Not for less import would the Sire of Gods

Forsake his ancient and august abodes.

Even so, serene the immortal Sire replies ;
Soon like an earthquake will ye feel the blow
Which consummates the mighty sacrifice :
Arld this World, and its Heaven, and all therein
Are then Kehama’s, To the second ring
Of these seven Spheres, the Swerga-King,

Even now, prepares for flight ‘
Beyond the circle of the conquer'd world,
Beyond the Rajah’s might.
Ocean, that clips this inmost of the Spheres,
And girds it round with everlasting roar,
Set like a gem appears |
Within that bending shore.
Thither fly all the Sons of heavenly race :
1, too, forsake mine ancient dwelling-place.
And now, O Child and Faiher, ye must go,
Take up the burthen of your woe,

And wander once again below.
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Upward the lengthening pageantl‘ies aspire,
Leaving from Earth to Heaven a widening wake of fire.
When the wild uproar was at length allay’d,
And Earth, recovering from the shock, was still,
Thus to her father spake the imploring Maid.
Oh! by the love which we so long have borne
FEach other, and we ne’er shall cease to beﬁr, N
Oh! by the sufferings we have shard,

And must not cease to share, . .

One boon I supplicate in this dread hour,
One consolation in this hour of woe !
Thou hast it in thy power, refuse not thou

The only comfort now

That my poor heart can know.

O dearest, dearest Kailyal ! with a smile
Of tenderness and sorrow, he replied,
O best belov’d, and to be lov’d the best
Best worthy, .. set thy duteous heart at rest.
I know thy wish, and let what will betide,
Ne'er will 1 leave thee wilfully again.

My soul is strengthen’d to endure its pain;
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Be thou, in all my wanderings, still my guide ;
Be thou, in all my sufferings, at my side.
The Maiden, at those welcome words, imprest -

A passionate kiss upon her father’s cheek :
They look’d around them, then, as if to seek

Where they should turn, North, South, or East or West,
~ Wherever to their vagrant feet seem’d best.

But, turning from the view her mournful eyes,
Oh, whither should we wander, Kailyal cries,

Or wherefore seek in vain a place of rest ?
Have we not here the Earth beneath our tread,
Heaven overhead,

A brook that winds through this sequester’d glade,
And yonder Woods,i to yield us fruit and shade '
The little all our wants require is nigh ;

Hope we have none, .. why travel on in fear ?

We cannot fly from Fate, and Fate will find us here.

‘T'was a fair scene wherein they stood,
A green and sunny glade amid the wood,
And in the midst an aged Banian grew.

It was a goodly sight to see
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That {renerable tree,

For o'er the lawn, irregularly spread,
iﬁ‘ifty straight columns propt its lofty head ;
And many a long depending shoot,
Seeking to strike its root,

Straight like a plummet, grew towards the ground.
Some on the lower .boughs, which crost their way,
Fixing their bearded fibres, round and rouﬁd,
With many a ring and wild contortion wound ;
Somé to the passing wind at times, with sway

Of gentle motion swung,

Others of younger growth, unmov’d, were hung
Like stone-drops from the cavern’s fretted height.
Beneath was smooth and fair to sight,

Nor weeds nor briars deform’d the natural floor,
And through the leafy cope which bowerd it o’er
Came gleams of checquered light.

So like a temple did it seem, that there

A pious heart’s first impulse would be prayer.

A brook, with easy current, murmured near ;
Water so cool and clear

The peasants drink not from the humble well,
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Which they, with sacrifice of rural pride,

Have wedded to the cdcoa—g{ove _besidé; ‘
Nor tanks of costliest masonry dispense

 To those in towns who dwell, »

The work of Kings, in their beneficence.

Fed by perpetual springs, a,small lagoon,
Pg:llucid, deep, and still, in si]en(fe jbin’d

.~ And swell’d the passing stream. Like burnish’d steel

Glowing, it lay beneath the eye of noon ;

' And when the breezes, in their play,
Ruffled the darkening surface, then, with gleam
Of sudden light, around the lotus siem
It rippled, and the sacred flowers that crown
The lakélet with their roseate beauty, ride,

In gentlest waving rock’d, from side to side,
And as the wind upheaves -

Their broad and buoyant weight, the glossy leaves

_ Flap on the tWirllkling‘ waters, up and down.

They built them here a bower, of jointed cane,
Strong for the needful use, and light and long
Was the slight frame-work rear’d, with little pain ;

Lithe creepers,‘ then, the wicker-sides supply,
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And the tall jungle-grass fit roofing gave
Beneath that genial sky.

" And here did Kailyal, each returning day,
Pour forth libations from the brook, to pay
The Spirits of her Sires their grateful rite ;
In such libations pour’d in open glades,
Beside clear streams and solitary shades,

The Spirits of the virtuous dead delighf.

And duly here, to Marriataly’s praise,
The Maid, as with an Angel’s voice of song,
Pour’d her melodious lays
Upon the gales of even,
And gliding in religious dance along,
Mov'd, gracefdl as the dark-eyed Nymphsof Heaven,

Such harmony to all her steps was given.

Thus ever, in her Father’s doting eye,
Kailyal perform’d the customary rite ;
He, patient of his burning pain the while,
Beheld her, and approv'd her pious toil ;
And sometimes, at the sight,

A melancholy smile
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Would gleam upon his awful countenance.
He, too, by day and night, and every hour,
Paid to a higher Power his sacrifice ;
An offering, not of ghee, or fruit, or rice,
Flower-crown, or blood ; but of a heart subdued,
A resolute, uﬁconquer’d fortitude,
An agony represt, a will resign’d,
To her, who, on her secret throne reclin’d,
Amid the milky Sea, by Veeshnoo’s side,
Looks with an eye of mercy on mankind.
By the Preserver, with his power endued,
There Voomdavee beholds this lower clime,
And marks the silent sufferings of the good,

To recompense them in her own good time.

O force of faith ! O strength of virtuous will !
Behold him, in his endless martyrdom,
- Triumphant still !
The Curse still burning in his heart and brain,
And yet doth he remain
Patient the while, and tranquil, and content !

The pious soul hath fram’d unto itself
¥
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A second nature, to exist in pain

As in its own allotted element.

Such strength the will reveal’d had given
This holy pair, such influxes of grace,
That to their solitar.y resting place

They brought the peace of Heaven.
Yea all around was hallowed ! Danger, Fear,
Nor thought of evil ever entered here.

A charm was on the Leopard when he came
Within the circle of that mystic glade ;
Submiss he crouch’d before the heavenly Maid,
And offered to her tduch his speci{led side ;
Or with arch’d back erect, and bending head,
And eyes half-clos’d for pleasure, would he stand,
Courting the pressure of her gentle hand.

Trampling his path through wood and brake,
And canes which crackling fall before his way,
And tassel-grass, whose silvery feathers play
O’ertopping the young trees,
On comes the Elephant, to slake

His thirst at noon in yon pellucid springs.
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Lo ! from his trunk upturn’d, aloft he flings
The grateful shower; and now ;
Plucking the broad-leav’d bough

Of yonder plane, with waving motion slow,
Fanning the languid arr,
- He moves it to and fro.

But when that form of beauty meets his sight,
The trunk its undulating motion stops,
From his forgetful hold the plane-branch drops,
Reverent he kneels, and lifts his rational eyes
To her as if in prayer ;

And when she pours her angel voice in song,
Entranced he listens to the thrilling not;as,

Till his strong temples, bath’d with sudden dews,

Their fragrance of delight and love diffuse.

Lo ! as the voice melodious floats around,
The Antelope draws near,

The Tygfess leaves her toothless cubs to hear,
The Snake comes gliding from the secret brake,
Himself in fascination forced along
By that enchanting song ;

The antic Monkies, whose wild gambols late,
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- When not a breeze wav’d the tall jungle grass, '
Shqok the whole Wood,‘are hush’d, and silently
Hang on the cluster'd trees.
All things in wonder and delight are still ;
Only at times the Nightingale is heard,
Not that in emulous skill that sweetest bird
Her rival strain would try,
A mighty songster, with the Maid to vie ;
She only bore her part in powerful sympathy.

Well might they thus adore that heavenly Maid !
For never Nymph of Mountam,
Or Grove, or Lake, or Fountain,
With a diviner presence fill'd the shade.
No idle ornaments deface
Her natural grr‘a.ce,
Musk-spot, nor sandal-streak, nor scarlet stain,
Ear-drop nor }chain, nor arm nor ankle-ring,
\Nor trinketry on front, or neck, or breast,
Marring the perfect form : she seem’d a thing
Of Heaven’s prime uncorrupted work, a child
Of early Nature undefil’'d,

A daughter of the years of innocence.
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And therefore all things lov’d her. When she stood
Beside the glassy pool,-the fish, that flies : '
Quick as an arrow from all other eyes,
‘Hoverd to gaze on her. 'The mother bird,
When Kailyal’s step she heard,
Sought not to tempt her from her secret neét,
But, hastening to the dear retreat, would fly

To meet and welcome her benignant eye.

Hope we have none, said Kailyal to her Sire.
Said she aright ? and had the Mortal Maid
No thoughts of heavenly aid, ..
No secret hopes her inmost heart to move
With longings of such deep and pure desire,
- As vestal Maids, whose piety is love,
Feel in their extasies, when rapt above,
Their souls unto their heavenly Spouse aspire ?
Why else so often doth that searching eye
Roam through the scope of sky ?
-Why, if she sees a distant speck on high,
Starts there that quick suffusion to her cheek ?
“Tis but the Eagle, in his heavenly height ;.

Reluctant to 'believe, she hears his cry,
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-And marks his wheeling flight, :
. Then languidly averts her mournful sight.
Why ever else, at morn, that waking sigh,

: Becaus;a the lovely form no more is nigh -
Which hath been present to her soul all night ;
And that injurious fear
“Which ever, as it riseth, 1s represt,

"Yet riseth still within her troubled breast,

That she no more shall see the Glendoveer !

Hath he forgotten/me ? The wrongful thought
Would stir within her, and, though still repell’d
With shame and self-reproaches, would recur.
Days after days unvarying come and go,
And neither friend nor foe
Apbroaches them in their sequestered bower.
Maid of strange destiny ! but think not thou
Thou art forgotten now,

And hast no cause for farther hope or fear.
High-fated Maid, thou dost not know.
What eyes watch over thee for weal and woe !

Even at this hour, ;

Searching the dark decrees divine,
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- Kehama, in the fullness of his power,
Perceives his thread of fate entwin’d with thine.
The Glendoveer, from his far sphere, :

; With love that never sleeps, beholds thee here,
And, in flle hour permitted, will be near.
Dark Lorrinite on thee hath fix’d her sight,
And laid her wiles, to aid
Foul Arvalan when he shall next appear ;
For well she ween’d his Spirit would renew
Old vengeance now, with unremitting hate ;
"The Enchantress well that evil nature knew,
The acéursed Spirit hath his prey in view,
And thus, while all their separate hopes pursue,

All work, unconsciously, the will of Fate.

Fate work’d its own the while. A band
Of Yoguees, as they roam’d the land
Seeking a spouse for Jaga-Naut their God,
~ Stray’d to this solitary glade,
And reach’d the bower wherein the Maid abode.

Wondering at form so fair, they deem’d the Power
Divine had led them to his chosen bride,

And seiz’d and bore her from her Father’s side.

4
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In voice like thunder thus the Rajah cried,
Impending o’er the abyss, with menacing hand
~ Put forth, as in the action of command,

- And eyes that darted their red anger down.
Then drawing back he let the earth subside,
And, as his w;fra.th' relax’d, survey’d,
Thoughtful and silently, the mortal Maid.
Her eye the while was on the farthest sky,
Where up the ethereal height
Ereenia rose and past away from rsighff.
~ Never had she so joyfully
Beheld the coming of the Glendoveer, -
Dear as he was and he deserv’d to be, .
As now she saw him rise and disappear.
Come now what will, within her heart said she,
Tor thou art safe, and what have I to fear ?

ay %

Meantime the Almighty Rajah, late
In power and majesty and wrath array’d,
Had laid his terrors by
And gaz’d upon the Maid.

Pride could not quit bis eye,

Nor that remorseless nature from his front
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Depart ; yet whoso had beheld him then
Had felt some admiration mix’d with dread,
e And might have said :
That sure he seem’d to be the King of Men ;
Less than the greatest that he could not be,
Who carried in his pdrt such might and majesty.

In fear no longer for the Glendoveer,
Now toward the Rajah Kailyal turn’d her eyes
" As if to ask what doom awaited her.
Bt then surprise, :
Even as with fascination, held them there,
So strange a thing it seem’d to.see the change
O’f purport in that all-éommanding brow,
That thoughtfully was bent upon her now.
Wondcring she gaz'd, the while her Father’s eye‘
 Was fixd upon Kehama haughtily ;
It spake defiance to him, high Vdisdain,
Stern patience, unsubduable by pain,

And pride triumphant over agony-

Ladurlad, said the;Rajah, thou and I 5

Alike have done the work of Destiny,
8
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Unknowing each to what the impulse tended ;
But now that over Earth and Heaven my reign
Is stablish’d, and the ways of Fate are plain
Before me, here our enmity.is ended.

I take away thy Curse. .. As thus he said,
The fire which in Ladurlad’s heart and brain
‘Was burning, fled, arid left him free from pain.
So rapidly his torments were departed, «
That at the sudden ease he started,

.~ As with a shock, and to his head
His hands-up-ﬂe‘d,
As if he felt through every failing limb

The power and sense of life forsak_ing him.

Then turning to the Maid, the .Rajah cried,
O Virgin, above all of mortal birth
Favour'd alike 1in beauty and in worth,

And in the glories of thy destiny, i
Now let thy happy heart exult with pride,
For Fate hath chosen thee
T‘;) be Kehama’s bride,

To be I:h;e Queen of Heaven and Earth,
And of WhateverQWorlds beside
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* . Infinity may hide. .. For I can see

- The writing which, at thy nativity,
All-knowing Nature wrought upon thy bréin,_
In branching veins, which to the gifted eye
Map out the mazes of futurity.
There is it written, Maid, that ‘thou and I,
Alone of human kind a deathless pair,
: Are doom’d to share
The Amreeta-drink divine
Of immortq.gty. Come, Maiden mine !
High-fated One, ascend the subject sky,
, And by Kehama’s side
Sit on the Swerga throne, his equal bride.
Oh never, . . never .. Father ! Kailyal cried ;
Tt is not as he saith, Lt cannot be !
It..T, his bride!
Nature is never false ; he wrongeth her !
My heart belies such lines of destiny.

- There is no other true interpreter !

At that reply Kehama’s darkening brow
Bewray’d the anger which he yet supprest.
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Counsel thy daughter ; tell her thou art now'
Tree from thy Curse, he said, and bid her bow
2 In thankfulness to Fate’s benign behest.
Bid her her stubborn will restraini,
For Destiny at last must be obey’'d ;
And telt her, while obedience is delay’d,
~ Thy Curse will burn again,

She needeth not my counsel, he replied,
And idly, Rajah, dost thognreason thus
- Of Destiny ! for though all other things
Were subject to the starry influencings,
And bow’d submissive to thy tyranny,
The virtuous heart, and resolute will are free.
Thus in their wisdom did the Gods decree
When they created Man. Let come what will,
This is our tock of strength ; in every ill,
Sorrow, oppression, pain and agony,
The spirit of the good is unsubdued,
And, suffer as they may, they triumph still.

Obstinate fools ! exclaim’d the Mighty One,

Fate and my pleasure must be done,
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And hear his doom from Baly’s righteous power.

Foul with haEitual crimes, a hideous crew’
Were there, the race of rapine and of blood.
Now, having overpast the mortal flood,

~ Their own déformﬁy they knew,

* And knew the meed that to their deeds was due.
Therefore in fear and agony they stood,
Expecting when the evil Messenger
Among them should appear. But with their fear

A hope was mingled now ; :
O’er the dark shade of guilt a deeper hue
It threw, and gave a fiercer character
" To the wld eye and lip and sinful brow.
They hop’d that soon Kehama would subdue
7 The inexorable God, and $eize his throne,
" Reduce the infernal World to his commdnd
And, with his irresistible right hand,

Redeem them from the vaults of Padalon.

Apart from these a milder company,
The victims of offences not their own,

Look’d when the appointed Messenger should come ;
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Gathered together some, and some alone
Broodma in silence on their future doom.
Widows whom, to their husbands funeral five, :
Force or strong error led, to share the pyre,
As to their everlasting marriage-bed :
And babes, by sin unstain’d,
Whom erring parents vow'd |
To Ganges, and the holy stream profar;»’d.
With that strange sacrifice, rite unordain’d
By Law, by sacred Nature unallow’d :
~ Others more hapless in their destiny,
Scarce haying first inhaled this vital breath,
Whose cradles from some tree
: Unnatural hands suspended,
Then left, till gent]e. anth, .
Coming like Sleep, their feeble moanings ended ;
Or for his prey the ravenous Kite descendea ;
Or, marching like an army from their caves,
The Pismires blacken’d oer, then’ bleach’d and b?rre

Left their unharden’d bones to fall asunder there.

Innocent Souls! thus set so early free

From sin and sorrow and mortality,
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A Gulph profound surrounded
This icey belt ; the opposite side -
With highest rocks was bounded ;
But where their heads they hide,
Or where their base is founded,
None could espj. Above all reach of sight
They rosé, the second Earth was on their héight,

Their feet were fix'd in everlasting night.

So deep the Gulph, no eye
Could plum its dark profundity,
Yet all its depth must try ; for this the road
To Padalon, and Yamen’s dread abode.
And from below continually
Ministrant Demons rose and caught
The Souls whose hour was come ;
Then, with their burthen fraught,

Plunged down, and bore them to receive their doom.

Then might be seen who went in hope, and who
Trembled to meet the meed
Of many a foul misdeed, as wild they threw

Their arms retorted from the Demon’s grasp,
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Iﬁ darkness as a tent, réceiv’d; and dealt
To each thé measure of his punishment ;
Till, in the central springs of fire, the Will ’
Impure is purged away ; and the freed soul,
Thus fitted to re'ceis'e its second birth,
_ Embodied once again, revisits Earth.
'B_ut:they whom Baly’s righteous; voice absolv’d,
. And Yamen,;,siewing ﬁvit}i benignant eye,
Dismiss'd to seek their heritage on high,
How joyfully they leave this gloomy bourne,
: - The dread sojourn 4
Of Guilt and twin-born Punishment and Woe, |
- And wild Remorse, here link'd with worse Despair !
They to the eastern Gate rejoicing g(.) .
~+ The Ship of Heaven awaits their coming there,
And on they sail, greeting the blessed light
' Through realms of upper air,
Bound for the Swerga once ; but now no more
Their vqyage rests upon that.-happy sinore,
~ Since Indra, by the dreadful Rajah’s might
Compe]l d, ‘hath taken flight,
 On to the second World their way they wend,
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* And there, in trembling hope, await the doubtful end.

" “For still in them doth ‘hope predominate,

‘ Faithf s precidus_ privilege, when higher Powers -
Give way to fear in these portentous hours.
Behold the Wardens eight,

FEach silent at hls gate -«

Expectant stands ; they turn thelr anxious eyes

- Within, and, listening to the dizzy din
Of mutinous upfoar, each in all his hands
Holds all his weapons, ready for the fight.
For, hark ! what clamorous cries
. Upon Kehama, for deliverance, call !

Come, Rajah ! they exclaim, too long we groan
In torments. Come, Deliverer ! yonder throne
Awaits thee. .. Now, Kehama ! Rajah, now! =+
Farthly A]mig’hty; wherefore tarriest thou ? . .

. Such were the sounds that rung, in wild uproar,
~ Qer all the echoing vaults of Padalon ;
And as the Asuras from the brazen floor, |
Struggling against their fetters, strO\;e to rise,
Their clashing chains were heard,and shrieks and cries,

With curses mix’d, against the Fiends who urge,
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Fierce on their rebel limbs, the avenging scourge.
These were the sounds which, at the southern agate,

Assail'd Ereenia’s ear ; alighting here
He laid before Neroodi’s feet the, Maid,
Who, pale and cold with fear,
Hung on his neck, well-nigh a lifeless weight.

Who and what art thou? cried the Guardian Power,
3 Sight so unwbntedewondering to behold, . . :
- O Son of Light !
Who comést here at this portentous hour,
; W._hen Yamen’s thron(_a
‘ Trembles, and all our might can scarce keep down
The rebel race from seizing Padalon : ...
- Who and what art thou, and what wild despair,
- Or wilder hope, from realms of uéper alr,
Tefnpts thee to bear
- This mortal Maid to our forlorn abodes ?
F1tter for her, I ween, the Swerga bowers,
And'sweet society of heavenly Powers,
Than this, .. a doleful scene,

Even in securest hours
5= £ 101
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With stronger glare, the light around them spread,

And lo ! the regibns dread,
The World of Woe before them, opening wide.

There rolls the fiery flood,
Girding the realms of Padalon around.
A sea of flame it seem’d to be, -
Sea without bound ;
For neither mortal, nor immortal sight,
Co«uld'pierce.across through that intensest light.
‘ A-single rib of steel,

‘Keen as the edge of keenest scymitar,
Spann’d this wide gulph of fire, The infernal Car
Roll’d to the Gulph, and on its single wheel
Self-béianced, rose upon that edge of steel.

. Red-quivering float the vapours overhead,
The fiery gulph beneath them ‘spreéd,
Tosses its billowing blaze with rush and roar ;
Steady and swift the self-mov’d Chariot went,

: Wifnhing the long ascent,

Thep, downward rolling, gains the farther shore.

But, oh ! what sounds and sights of woe,
: 5 2
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What sights and sounds of fear,
~ Assail the mortal travellers here I
"I"heir way was on a causey straight and wide,
Where penal vaults on either side were seen,
Ranged like the cells wherein
‘Those wonderous winged alchemists infold
‘Their stores of liquid gold.

Thick walls of adamant divide

~ The dungeons ; and from yonder circling flood,

Offsstreams of fire through secret channels glide
And wind among them, and in each provide
An everlasting food

Of righteous torments for the accursed brood.

These were the rebel race, who, in their m-ighi:
Confiding impiously, would fain have driven
The Deities supreme from highest Heaven ;

But by the Suras, in celestial fight,
Oppos'd and put to flight,
Here, in their penal dens, the accursed crew,
Not for its crime, but for its failure, rue
Their wild ambition. Yet again they long

The contest to renew,

o
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 And wield their arms again in happier hour ;
And with united power,

Following Kehama's triumph, to press oh
From World to World, and Heaven to Heaven, and Sphere
To Sphere, till Hemakoot shall be their own,
And Meru Mount, and Indra’s Swerga-BOWei‘s;
And Brama’s region, where the heavenly Hours
1&Veaw: the vast circle of his age-long day.
Even over Veeshnoo’s empyréal seat

th'ej trust the R:ﬁjah shall extend their sway,
And that the seven-headed Snake, whereon
The strong Preserver sets his conquering feet,
Will rise and shake him headlong fiom his throne,
When, in their irresistible array,
Amid the Milky Sea, they force their way.
Even higher yet their frantic thoughts asﬁire,
Yea, on their beds of torment as they lie,
The highest, holiest Seeva, they defy,
~ And tell him th-ey shall have anon their day,

When they will storm his realm, and seize Mount Calasay.

Such impious hopes torment -

l'Fheir raging hearts, impious and impotent :

~
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And now, with unendurable desiﬂrev s
And lust of vengeance, that, like inward fire,
Dbth aggravate their punishment, they rave
Upon Kehama; him the accursed rout
Acclaim ; with furious cries and maddening shout
They call on him to save ;
Kehama ! they exclaim ;
Thundering, the dreadful echo rolls about,

And Hell’s whole vault repeats Kehama’s name.

Over these dens of punishment, the host
of Padélon maintain eternal guard,
~ Keeping upon the walls their vigilantlward. :
: At every angle stood
~ A watch-tower, the decurion Demon’s post,
Where, rais’d on high, he 1crriew’él with sleepless eye
His trust, that all :Wa's well. And over these,
Such was the perfect discipline of Hell;
Captains of fifties and of hundreds held
Authority, each in his loftier tower ;
Ahdv chiefs of legions over them had power ;
And thus all Hell with to_w_e'rs was girt around.

" Aloft the brazen turrets shc;ne ;
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The Soul regardefh him doth he appear,
7 - For ho,pc-a.nd.fear," TG o S
At that dread hour, from’omin’o‘us'conscience spring, ‘ 7
And err not in their bodings. Therefore SomEs = i
They who polluted with offences come, : %/’
Behold him as the King [} :
Of Terrors, black of aspect, red of ejy’éj,
Reflecting back upen the sinfal milhd,s? A
Heighten'd with vengeance, and with _v’vra.rthi}“_d‘ivine,,
Its own inbern deformity. [L\\.
But to the righteous Spirit how benign
‘ His awful cdun.tenanéle? .
Where, tempering justice with parental love, '
' Goodlness»ahd h-eavenly grace -

* And sweetest mercy shine ! Yet is he still
 Himself the same, one fofm, one face, ‘or'le will 5
“And these his twofold aspects are but one ;

| And change is none 7
In him, for change in Yamén could not be,
' The Immutable is he.

He sate upon a marble sepulchre

Massive and huge, where, at the Monarch’s feet.












- Kehama from the Swerga hastened down,
To seize upon the throne of Padalon
He came in all his might and maJesty, |
“With all his terrors clad, and a]l his prlde ;
_ And; by the attribute of Delty, T
Which he had won from Heaven, self-m A

In the same ind’ivisi'bler Ppoint of time,
At the elght Gates he stood at once, and Deat
The Warden-Gods of Hell beneath his feet
Then, in his brazen Cars orfvxtrnmm ph, straight,
At the same moment, drove through every gate.
By Aullays, hugest of created kind,
Fiercest, and fleeter than the viewless .Wind_,
" His Cars were drawn, ten 'ques of ten abreast, . .
- What less sufficed for such ‘almi:ght‘y weight ?
- Eight bridges from the fiery _{ﬁdod arose

£

Growing before his way ; and on he goes,
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And driﬁes the -thundéni;mg Chariot-wheels along,

At once o'er all the roads of Padalon.

Silent and motionless remain
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Gleam’d on his dreadful lips, the while
Dallying with power, he paus"d from following up
His conquest, as a man in social hour
Sips of the grateful cup,
Again and yet again, with curious taste,
Searching its subtle flavour ere he drink :
%L‘ve-n so Kehama now forbore his haste ;'
Having within his reach whate’er he sought,
On his own haughty power he seem’d to muse, -
Panfi;ering-hié arrogant heart with silent thought.
Before him stood the Golden Throne ‘in sight,
Right opposite ; he cquld not chuse but see,

Nor seeing chuse but wonder. Who are ye
. Who bear the Golden Throne, tormented there >
He cried ; for whom doth Destiny prepare

The imperial seat, and why are ye but Three ?

~ Frrst STATUE, - - :
I of the Childrén of Mankind was first,
Me miserable ! who, adding storé to store, |
Heapt up superfluous wealth ; and now accurst,

For ever I the frantic crime deplore.

-2 K

~



258 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA. XXIV.

SECOND STATUE.
I o’er my Brethren of Mankind the first

" ‘Usurping power, set up a throne sublime,

A King and Conqueror : therefore thus accurst,

For ever I'in vain repent the crime.

o THIRD STATUE. - » \
I on the Children of Mankind the first,
In God’s most holy name, impos’d a tale
Of impious falsehood ; therefore thus accist,

« . For ever I in vain the crime bewail.

Even as thou here beholdest us,
| Here we have stood, tormented thus,
Such countless ages, that they seem to be
| Long‘ as eternity,
And still we are but Three.
A Fourth will come to s_hére
Our pain, at yonder vacant corner bear
His portion of the burthen, and compleat
The Golden Throne for Yamen’s judgement-seat.
Thus hath it been appointed : he must be
Equal in guilt to us, the guiity Three.

/

/
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Kehama, come ! too long we wait for thee !

\( Thereat, with one accord, "

'\ The Three took upthe word, like choral song,
Come, Rajah ! Man-God ! Earth’s ,A’lmig‘hty Lord !

Kehama, come ! we wait for thee too long. .

A short and sudden laﬁgh of wondering pride
Burst from him in his triumph : to reply
Scoinful he deign’d not; but with alter'd eye,
Wherein some doubtful meaning seem’d to ]ie,r
He turn’d to Kaily'a]. Maiden, thus he cried,

I need not bid thee seer
How vain it is to strive with Fate’s decree,
When hither. thou hast fled to fly from me,
And lo! even here thou find’st me at thy side.
Mine thou must be, being doom’d with me to share

' The Amreeta-cup of 1mmorta]1ty :
- Yea, by Myself I swear
It hath been thus appointed. Joyfully
Join then thy hand and heart and will with mine,
Nor at such glorlous destmy repine,

Nor in thy folly more pi'ovo.ke my Wratﬁ divine.
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She answer’d ; I have said. It must not be!
~ Almighty as thou art,
"Thou hast put all things underneath thy feet,
But still the resolute heart
And virtuous will are free.
Never, oh ! never, . . never. . can there be -

Communion, Rajah, between thee and me.

Once more, quoth he, I urge; and once alone.
Thou seest yon Golden Throne, ;
Where I anon shall set thee by my side ;
- Take thou thy seat thereon,.
Kehama’s willing bride,
" And T will place the Kingdoms of the World
~ Beneath thy Father’s feet,
Appdinting him the King of mortal men :
Else underneath that Throne, -
The Fourth supporter, he shall stand and groan ;

Prayers will be vain to move my mercy then.

Again the Virgin answer'd, 1 have said !
Ladurlad,»da.ugh‘t her in his proud embrace,
While on his neck she hid

10
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- In agony her face.

Bring forth the Amreeta-cup | Kehama cried
To Yamen, rising sternly in his pride.
It is within the Marble Sepulchre,
' The vanquish’d Lord of Pada]on.feplied,, :
Bid it be opened. Give thy treasure up L.
Elxcla'im’d the Man-Almighty to the Tomb.
- And at his voice and look
The massy fabric shook, and opened wide.
A huge Anatomy was seen reclin'd
Within its marble womb. ‘C_'}ive me the Cup !
Again Kehama cried ; no other charm
Was needed than that voice of stern command.
- From his repose the ghastly. form arose,
Put forth his bony and gigantic arm,
And gave the Amreeta to the Rajah’s hand.
Take ! drink ! with accents dread the Spectre said,
For thee and Kailyal hath it been assign’d,
Ye only. of the Children of Mankind..

Then was the Man-Almighty’s heart eclate ;-

This is the consummation! he exclaim’d,
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- Thus have I triumphed over Death and. Fate.
Now, Seeva ! look to thine abode !
- Henceforth, on equal footing we ehgage,
Alike immortal now, and we shall wage
Our Warfaré God to God !:7
Joy filtd his impious soul,
« And to his lrips he rais’'d the fatal bowl.

Thus long the Glendoveer had stood.
Watching the wonders of the eventful hour,
Amazd but undismay’d ; for in his heart
lF aith, overcorﬁingﬁ fear, maintain’d its pbwer.
Nor had that faith abated, when the God

Of Padalon was beaten down in fight.
For then he look’d to see the heavenly m'ight~
Of Seeva break upon them. But when nown
. He saw the Amrée-ta mm Kehama’s hand,
An impulse which defied all self-command
In that extremity ‘ ‘
Stung him; and he resolved to seize the cup,
And dare the Rajah’s force in_Seéva’s sight.
Forward he sprung to tempt the unequal fray,

When lo | the Anatomy,
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Wlth warning arm, withstood his desperate way,
And from the Golden Throne the fiery Three
Atram, 1n one accord renew’d their song,” :

e Kehama, conie ! we wait for thee too long.

O fool of'drunken hope and frantic vice !
- Madman! to seek for power beyond thy scope
of knowledge, and to deem
Less than omniscience could suffice

To wield omnipotence ! O fool, to dream
That immortality could be

The meed of eyil | .. yea thou hast it now,

Victim of thine own wicked heart’s device,

Thou hast thine ob_]ect now, and now must pay the price.

-He did not know the awful 1ny§tei‘_y
- Of that divinest cup, that as the lips
~ Which touch it, even such its quality,
- Good or malignant : Madman ! and he’thinks»
The b_leésed prize is won, and joyfully he drinks.

- -Then Seeva dpened on the Accursed One
His Ey‘e.of Anger: upen him alone
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The wrath-beam fell. He shudders ... but too- late ,
The deed 1s done, : :
The dreadful hquor works the will of Fate. R
~ Immortal he would be, (’J .
Immortal he remains; but through his veins
Tortur_e at once, and immortality, '
A stream of poison doth the Amreeta rﬁn,
l Infinite everlasfing argony.;
And while within the burning anguish flows,
His outward body glows
Like molten ore, beneath the avengihg eye,
Doom’d thus to live and burn eternally.
; The fiery Three, ‘
Beholdmg him, set up a fiendish cry,
: A song of _]ubllee
" Come, Brother, come! they sung; too long
Have we expected thee,
Henceforth we bear no more -

The uneo.lual weight ; Come, Brother, we are Four !

Vain his almightiness, for mightier pain
Subdued all power ; pain ruled supreme alone.

" And yielding to the bony hand
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The unemptied cup, he mov’d toward the throne,
And at the vacant corner took his stand. °

Behold the Golden Throne at length ‘comple.;at,
And Yamen silently ascends the Judgement-Seat.

F<;r two alone, of all mankind, to me
The Amreeta-Cup was given, 7
‘Exclaim’d the Apatomy;

The Man hath dfank, the Woman’s turn is next.
Corﬁe, Kailyal, come, receive thy doom,
And do the Will of Heaven ! ..
Wonder, and Fear, and Awe at once perplext
The mortal Maiden’s heart, but over all
 Hope rose triumpbant. With a trembling hand,

- Obedient to his call,
She took the fated Cup ; and, litting up
Her eyes, where holy tears began to swell,
Is it not your command,
- Ye heavenly Powers ? as on her knees she fell, -
'The pious Virgin cried ;
Ye know my innocent will, my heart sincere,
Ye govern all things still,

And wherefore should I fear !
Dl
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" She said, and drank. The Eye of Mercy beam’d
- Upon the Maid : a cloud of fragrance steam’d
| Like incense-smoke, as all her mortal frame
' Dissolved beneath the potent agency
Of that mysterious draught ; such quality,
‘From her puré touch, the fated Cu’p pe;.rtook.
Like one entraﬁced she knelt, -
Feeling her body melt
Till all but what was heavenly past a.%vay -
. Yet still she felt
Her Spirit strong within her, the.same heart,
With the same loves, and all her heavenly part,
Unchang’d, and ripen’d to such perfé(;t state,
In this miraculous })il'th, as here on Earth,

Dimly our holiest hopes anticipate.

Mine ! mine! with rapturous joy Ereenia cried,
Immortal now, and yet not more divine ;
| Mine, mine, . . for ever mine !
The immortal Maid replied,

For ever, ever, thine !

Then Yamen said, O thou;tuo whom, by Fate,
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Alone of all mankind, this lot is given,
Daughter of Earth, but now the Child of Heaven !
Go with thy heavenly Mate,

Partaker now of his immortal bliss ;

Go to the Swerga Bowers,

And there recall the hours

Of endless happiness.

- But that sweet Angel, for she still retain’d
Her human loves and human piety,
As if reluctant at the God’s commanas,
Linger’d, with anxious eye
Upon her father fix'd, and spread her hands
‘ Toward him wistfu]ly. :
Go! Yamen cried, nor cast that look behind
Upon Ladurlad at this parting 1]0111‘;
For thou shalt find him in thy Mother’s Bower. |

The Car, for Carmala his word obey’d,
Mov’d on, and bore away the Maid,
While from the Golden Throne the Lord of Death,
With love benignant, on Ladurlad smil’d,

And glg,ntly on his head his blessing laid.
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As sweetly as a Child,
Whom neither thought disturbs nor care encumbers,
Tird with long play, at close of summer day,
~ Lies down and slumbers,
Even thus as sweet a boon of sleep partaking,
By Yamen blest, Ladurlad sunk to rest.
Blessed that sleep ! more blessed was the waking !
For on that night a heavenly morning broke,
The light of heaven was round him when Jhe,woke,
And in the Swergd, in Yedillian’s Bower,

All whom he lov'd he met, to part no more. |

THE. END.
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ted, that if government will pass aregulation, amercing by fine every Brahmin
who attends a burning, or every Zemindar who permits him te attend it, the
practice cannot possibly long continue ; for that the ceremony,,u'ng‘.anctiﬁed '
by the presence of the priests, will lose its dignity and consequence in the eyes
of the people. ;
" The civilized world may expect soon to hear of the abolition of this oppro-
brium of a Christian administration, the female sacrifice ; which has subsisted,
to our certain knowledge, since the time of Alexander the Great.—CLAUDIgS
BucHANAN. :

This practice, however, was manifestly unknown when the Institutes of Menu
were written. Instructions are there given for the conduct of a widow: « Let
her,” it is said,  emaciate her body, by living voluntarily on pure flowers, roots,
and fruit; but let her not, when her lord is deceased, even pronounce the name
of another man. Let her continue till death forgiving all injuries, performing
harsh duties, avoiding every sensual pleasure, and cheerfully practising the in-
comparable rules of virtue, which have been followed by such women as were
devoted to one only husband. Many thousands of Brahmins, having avoided
sensuality from their early youth, and having left no issue in their families,
have ascended nevertheless to heaven ; and, like those abstemious men, a vir-
tuous wife ascends to heaven, th—oughsbe have no child, if, after the decease
of her lord, she devote herself to pious austerity : but a widow, who, from a
wish to bear children, slights her deceased husband by marrying again, brings
disgrace on herself here below, and shall be excluded from the seat of her
Ylord.”— Inst. of Menu,ch. 5. 157-161.

Second marriages were permitted to men.—JIbid. 167-8-9.

~ Lo! Arvalan appears——I1I. p. 11.

“Many believe that some souls are sent back to the spot where their bodies
were burnt, or where their ashes are preserved, to wait there until the new bo-
dies they are destined. to occupy be ready for their reception. This appears
to correspond with an opinion of Plato, which, with many other tenets of that
philosopher, was adopted by the early Christians; and an ordinance of the
Romish church is still extant, pr »h_‘ibiting'havihglight's or making merriments
; & 20
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in church-yards at night, lest they should disturb the souls that might come
thither.—~CrRAWFURD.

According, to the Danish missionaries, the souls of those who are untimely
slain wandér about as diabolical spectres, doing evil to mankind, and possess-
- ing those whom they- persecute.—NIECAMP. i. 10. § 14. ;

The inhabitants of the hills near Rajamahall B,e]ieve, that when God sends
a messenger to summon a person to his presence, if the messenger should mis-
take his object, and carry off another, he is desired by the Deity to take him
away ; but as the earthly mansion of this soul must be decayed, it is destined
to remain mid-way between heaven and earth, and never can return to the pre-
sence of God. Whoever commits homicide without a divine order, and who-
@ over is killed by a snake, as a punishment for some concealed crime, will be

doomed to the same state of wandering ; and whoever hangs himself will wan-
der eternally with a rope about his neck.— Asiat. Researches.

Pope Benedict XII. drew up a list of 117 heretical opinions held by the
Armenian Christians, which he sent to the king of Armenia,—instead of any
other assistance, when that prince applied to him for aid against the Mahom-
medans. This paper was first published by Bernino, and exhibits a curious
mixture of mythologies. One of their opinions was, that the souls of the adult
wander about in the air till the day of judgement ; neither hell, nor the hea-
venly, nor the terrestrial paradise, being open to them till that day shall have
past.

Davenant, in one of his plays, speculates upon such a state of wandering as
the lot of the soul after death.

I must to darkness go, hover in clouds,
Or in remote untroubled air, silent
As thoughts, or what is uncreated yet;
Or I must rest in some cold shade, and shall
Perhaps ne’er see that everlasting spring

- Of which philosophy so long has dreamt,
And seems rather to wish than understand.

. Love and Honour.
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Amid the uncouth allegory, and more uncouth language, of this strange se-
ries of poems, a few passages are to be found of exceeding beauty. Milton, -
who was thecauthor’s friend, had evidently read them.

Undying as I am !—1I. p. 12.
The Soul is not a thing of which a man may say, it hath been, it is about to
be, or is to be hereafter; for it is a thing without birth ; it is ancient, con-
stant, and eterﬁal, and is not to be destroyed in this its mortal frame. How
can the man who believeth that this thing is incorruptible, eternal, inexhans-
tible, and without birth, think that he can either kill or cause it to be killed !
As a man throweth away old garments and putteth on new, even so the Soul,
‘having quitted its old mortal frames, entereth into others which are new. The
weapon divideth it not, the fire burneth it ﬁot, the water corrupteth it not,
the wind drieth it not away ;—for it is indivisible, inconsumable, incorrup-
tible, and is not to be dried away ;—it is eternal, universal, permanent, im-
moyeable ;—it is invisible, inconceivable, and unalterable. Brac vAT GEETA.

Marriataly.—1L. p. 15,

Ma,natale, as Sonnerat spells the name, was wife of the penitent Chamada-
guini, and mother of Parassourama, who was, in part, an incarnation of Veesh-
no. - This goddess, says Sonnerat, commanded t.he elements, but could not
preserve that empire longer than her heart was pute, One day, while she was
collecting water out of a tank, and, accordmg to her custom, was makinga bowl
of earth to carry it to the house, she saw on the surface. of the water, some fi-
gures of Grindovers(Glendoveers) which Were flying over her head. Struck with
their beauty, her heart admitted an impure thought, and the earth of the bowl
dissolyed. From that time she was obliged to make use of an ordinary ves-
sel. This discovered to Cbamadagulm that his wife had deviated from pu-
rity 5 and, in the excess of his rage, he ordered his son to drag her to the
place where criminals were executed and to behead her. The order was ex-
ecuted; but Parassourama was so much afflicted for the loss of his mother,
that Chamadaguml told him to take up the body, and fasten the head upon

"_it, and 1epeat a prayer (Whlch he taught him for that purpose) in her ear,and

2
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then his mother would come to life again. The son ran eagerly to berform
what he was ordered, but, by a very singular | blunder, he joined the head of
his mother to the body of a Parichi, who had been executed fox he1 crimes ;
a monstrous union, which gave to this woman the virtues of a goddess, and
the vices of a criminal. The goddess, becommg.lmp_ule by such a mixture,
was driven from ber house, and committed all kinds of cruellies. The De-
verkels, perceiving the destruction she made, appeased her by giving her
. power to cure the small-pox, and promising that she should be implored for
" that disorder. Mariatale is the great goddess of the Parias ;—to honour her
they have a custom of dancing with several pots of water on their heads, pla-
ced one above another : These pots are adorned with the leaves of the Mar-

gosies, a tree consecrated to her.

; It was my howr of folly.—IL. p. 18.

« Among the qualities required for the proper execution of public business,
- mention is made, “ That a man must be able to keep in subjection his lust,
his anger, his ayarice, his folly, and his pnde The folly there specified is
not Lo be understood in the usual sense of the word in an European idiom, as
a negative qua.hty, or the mere want of sense, but as a kind of obstinately stu-
pid lethargy, or perverse absence of mind, in which#the will is not altogether
passive : It seems to be a weakness peculiar to Asia, for we cannot find a term
by which to express the precise idea in the European languages. It operates
somewhat like the violent impulse of fear, under which men will utter false-
hoods totally incompaﬁble with each other, and utterly contrary to their own
opinion, knowledge, and cbnvi‘_c:tion; and, it may be added also, their inclina~
tion and intention. '

A very remarkable instance of this temporary frenzy llappened lately in the
supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta, where a man (not an idiot) swore,
upon a trial, that he was no kind of relation to his brother, who was then in
Court, and who had constantly supported him from his infancy ; and that he
lived in a house by himself, for which he paid the rent from his own pocket,
when it was proved that he was not worth a rupee, and when the person in
whose house he had always resided stood at the bar elose to him.
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- Ancther éon_jecture, and that exceedingly acute and ingenious, has been
slarted upon this folly, that it may ‘mean the deception which a man permits
to be imposé(Lon. his judgement by his passions, as acts of rapacity and avarice
are often committed by men who ascribe them to prudence and a Jjust assertion
of their own right ; malice and rancour pass for justice, and brutality for spirit.
“Fhis opin:io'n, when thoroughly examined, will very nearly tally with the for-
mer; for all the passions, as well as fear, have an equal efficacy to disturb and
distort the mind: But to account for the folly here spoken of as being the
offspring of the passions, instead of drawing a pa.r:a.llel between it and the im=
- pulses of those passions, we must suppose the impulses to act with infinitely
more violence upon an Asiatic mind than we can ever have seen exemplified
in Burope. It is, however, something like the madness so inimitably deline- -
ated in the Hero of Cervantes, sensible enough upon some occaslons, and at
the same time completely wild, and unconscious of ifself upon others; and

that, too, originally produced by an effort of the will, though, in the end
oyverpowering and superseding its functions.—HALHED,

The little songsters of the shy Y
Sit silent in the sultry hour.—1IV. p. 29. ‘

The tufted lark, fixed #o this fruitful land, says Sonnini, speaking of Egypt
never forsakes it ; it seems, however, that the excessive heat annoys him. You
may see these birds, as well as sparrows, in the middle of the day, with their
bills half open, and the muscles of their breasts agitated,-\:hféathing with diffi-
culty, and as:if they panted for respiration. The instinct!, which induces them
to prefer those means of subsistence which are easily obtained, and in abun-
dance, although attended with some suffering, resembles the mind of man,

whom a thirst for riches engages to.brave calamities and dangers without
number.

The Watchman.—V. 35.
‘The watchmen are provided with no offensive weapons excepting a sling
on the contrary, they continue the whole day standing in one single position,
upon a pillar of clay raised about ten feet, where they remain bellowing con-
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tinually, that they may terrify, without hurting, the birds who feed upon the
crop. Every considerable field contains several such centinels, stationed at
different corners, who repeat the call from one to another so incessantly, that
the invaders have haldly any opportunity of making good a livelihood in the

field.
These Wwatchmen are forced, during the rains, to erect, instead of a'clay pil-
lar, a scaffolding of wood as high as the crop, over which they suspend a roof

of straw, to shelter their naked bodies from the rain.—TENNANT.

¥ The Golden Palaces.—V. 85. ’
Every thing belonging to the Sovereign of Ava has the addition of skoe, or

. golden, annexed to it; even his majesty’s person is never mentioned but in

conjunction with this precious metal. When a subject means to affirm that
the king has heard any thing, he says, ¢ it has reached the golden ears ;” he

- who obtained admission to the royal presence has been at the * golden feet.”

The perfume of otta of roses, a nobleman observed one day, “ was an odour

grateful to the golden nose.”—SYMES.

A cloud ascendin’g un the eastern sky
~ Sails s?owl_y o’er the vale,

: s And darkens round, and closes i the night.—V. p. 37.

At this season of the year, it is not uncommon, towards the evening, to see
a small black cloud rising in the eastern part of the horizon, and afterwards
spreading itself to the north-west. This ph'enomenon is always attended with
a violent storm of wind, and flashes of the strongest and most vivid lightning
and heavy thunder, which is followed by rain. These storms sometimes last
for half an hour or more; and, when they dxspersé, they leave the air greatly
freshened, and the sky of a deep, clear, and transparent blue. When they oc-
cur near the full moon, the whole atmosphere is illuminated by a soft but bril~
liant silver light, attended with gentle airs.—~Hopcgs.

3 10
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A white flag, flapping to the winds of night,
Marks where the tyger seiz’d his human prey—V. p. 37.

It is usual to place a small white triangular flag, fixed to a bamboo staff, of
ten or twelve feet long, at the place where a tyger has destroyed a man. It
is common for the passengers, also, each to throw a stone, or bricK, near the
spot, so that, in the course of a little time, a pile equal to a good waggon-load
is collected. This custom, as well as the fixing a rag on any particular thorn-
bush near the fatal spot, is in use likewise on various accounts. Many bram-
bles may be seen in a day’s journey, completely covered with this motley as-
semblage of remnants. The sight of the flags and piles of stones imparts a

certain melancholy, not perhaps altogether devoid of apprehensioq. ‘They .

may be said to be of service, in pointing out the places most frequented by
tygers.— Oriental Sports, vol. ii. p. 22.

- Pollear.—V. p. 44.

The first and greatest of the sons of Seeva is Pollear: he presides over
marriages : The Indians build no house without having first carried a Pollear
on the ground, which they sprinkle with oil, and throw flowers on it every
day. If they do not invoke it before they undertake any enterprise, they be-
lieve that God will make them forget what they wanted to undertake, and that
their labour will be in vain. He is represented with an elephant’s head, and
mounted on a rat; but in the pagodas they place him on a pedestal, with his
legs almost crossed. A rat is always put before the door of his chapel. This
Tat was a giant, called Gudja-mouga-chour_i_h, on whom the gods had bestow-
~ ed immortality, as well a3 great powers, whiéh he abused, and did much harm
to mankind. Pollear, entreated by the sages and penitents to deliver them,
' pu1led out one of his tusks, .and threw it against Gudja-mouga-chourin ; the
tooth entered the giant’s stomach, and overthrew him, who immediately chan-
ged himself into a rat, as large as a mountain, and came to attack Pollear;
who sprung on his back, telling him, that hereafter he should ever be his car-
PIErS f 6
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‘The Indians, in their adoration of this god, cross their arms, shut the fist,
and in this manner give themselves several blows on the temples ; then, but
always with the arms crossed, they take hold of their ears, and makz three in-
clinations, bending the knee ; after which, with their hands joined, they ad-
dress their prayers to him, and strike their forchead. They have a great
eneration for this deity, whose image they place in all temples, streets, high-
ways, and, in the country, at the foot of some tree; that all the world may
have an opportunity of invoking him before they undertake any concern ; and
that travellers may make their adorations and offerings to him before they pur~

sue their journey.—SONNERAT,

L’“" The Glendoveers.—V1I. p. 47.

This word is altered from the Grindouvers of Sonnerat, who describes these
celestial children of Casyapa as famous for their beauty'; they have wings, he
adds, and fly in the air with their wives. I do not know whether they are the

- Gandharvas of the English orientalists. * The wings with which they are attired
in the poem are borrowed from the neglected story of Peter Wilkins, a work
of great genids. Whoever the author was, his winged people are the most
beautiful creatures of imagination that ever were devised. I copy his minute
description of the graundee, as he calls it ;—Stothard has made some delight-
ful drawings of it in the Novelist's Magazine. T e

« She first threw up two long branches, or ribs, of the whale-bone, as I called
it before, (and indeed for several of its properties, as toughness, elasticity, and
pliableness, nothing I have ever seen can so justly be compared to it), which
were jointed behind to the upper-bone of the spine, and which, when not ex~
tended, lie bent over the shoulders on each side of the neck forwards, from
whence, by nearer and nearer approaches, they just meet at the lower rim of
the belly in a sort of point ; but, when extended, they stand their whole length
above the shoulders, not perpendicularly, but spreading outwards, with a web
of the softest and most pliable and spungy membrane that can be imagined
in the interstices between them, reaching from their root or joint on the back
up above the hihder part of the head, and near half way their own length;
but, when closed, the membrane falls down in the middle upon the neck, like

2r
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an handkerchief. There are also two other ribs, rising, as it were, from the
same root, which, when open, run horizontally, but not so long as the others.
These are,filled up in the interstice between them and the upper ones with
the same membrane; and on the lower side of this is also a deep flap of the
membrane, so that the arms can be either above or below it in’ flight, and are
always above it when closed. This last rib, when shut, flaps under the upper
one, and also falls down with it before to the waist; but it is not joined to the
vibs below. Along the whole:spine-bone runs a strong, flat, broad, grisly car-
tilage, to which are joined several other of these ribs, all which open horizon-
tally, and.are filled in the interstices with the above membrane, and are joint-
ed to the ribs of the person just where the plane of the back begins to turn
towards the breast and belly ; and, when shut, wrap the body round to the
joints on the contrary side, folding neatly one side over the other.

At the lower spine are two more ribs extended horizontally when open,
Jomted again to the hxps, and long enough to meet the joint on the contrary
side cross the belly : and from the hip-joint, which i ison the outermost edge of
the hip-bone, runs a pliable cartllage quite down the outside of the thigh and

B

leg to the ancle; from which there branch out divers other ribs, horizontally -

also when open, but, when closed, they encompass the whole thigh and leg,
rolling inwards cross the back of the leg and thigh, till they reach and just
cover the cartilage. The interstices of these are filled up with the same mem-
brane. From the two ribs which join to the lower spine-bone there hangs
down a sort of short apron, very full of plaits, from hip-joint to hip-joint, and
reaches below the buttocks, half way or more to the hams. This has also se-
veral small limber ribs in it. Just upon the lower spine-joint, and above the
apron, as I call it, there are two other long branches, which, when close, ex-
- tend upon the back from the point they join at below to the shoulders, where
each rib has a clasper, which reaching over the shoulders, just under the fold
of the uppermost branch or ribs, hold up the two ribs flat to the back, like 2
V, the interstices of which are filled up with the aforesaid membrane. This
last piece, in flight, falls down almost to the ancles, where the two claspers;
lapf)ing under each leg within-side, hold it very fast ; and theh, also, the short
apron is drawn up, by the strength of the ribs in it, between the thighs for-
9
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ward, and covers as far as the rim of the belly. The whole arms are covered
. also from the shoulders to the wrist with the same delicate membrane, fasten-
ed to ribs of proportionable dimensions, and jointed to a cartilage on the out-
side in the same manner as on the legs. "It is very surprising to feel the dif-
ference of these ribs when open and when closed ; for, closed, they are
as pliable as the finest whale-bone, or more so ;' but, when extended, are as
‘ They are tapering from the roats, and are Jbroader

strong and stiff as a bone. !
hey occupy, and the stress they are put

or narrower, as best suits the places t
to, up to their poinis, which are almost as small as a hair. The membrane be-
tween them is the most elastic thing L ever met with, occupying no more space,
% when the ribs are closed, than just from rib to rib, as flat and smooth as poé—
B cnle ; but, when extended in some postures, will dilate itself surprisingly.

It is the most amazing thing in the world to observe the large expansion of
this graundee when open, and, when closed, (as it all is in a moment, upon
the party’s descent), to see it fit so close and compact to the body as no tailor
¢an come up to it; and then the several ribs lie so justly disposed in the se-
veral parts, that instead of being, as one would imagine, a disadvantage to the
shape, they make the body and limbs look extremely elegant ; and by the dif-
ferent adjustment of their lines on the body and limbs, the whole, to my fan-
cy, somewhat resembles the dress of the old Roman warriors in their buskins;
and, to appearance, seems much more noble than any fictitious garb 1 ever

saw, or can frame a notion of to myself.”

' Mount Himakoot.—V L. p. 47.

Dushmanta. Say, Matali, what mountain is that which, like an evening cloud,
pours exhilarating streams, and forms a golden zone between the western and
eastern seas?

Muatati That, O king! is the mountain of Gandharvas, named Hémacila :
The universe contains not.a more excellent place for the successtul devotion
_of the pious. There Casyapa, father of the immortals, ruler of men, son of
Mzu'ichi, who sprang from the self-existent, resides with his consort Aditi,
blessed in holy retirement.—We now enter the sanctuary of him who rules the
celestial sources.

world, and the groves which are watered by streams from
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Dushmanta. 1 see with equal amazement both the pious and their awful re-

treat. It becomes, indeed, pure spirits to feed on balmy air in a forest bloom-

ing with trees of life; to bathe in rills dyed yellow with the golden dust of the
lotus, and to foriify their virtue in the mysterious bath ; to meditate in caves,
the pebbles of which are unblemished gems ; and, to restrain their passions,
even though nymphs of exquisite beauty frolick around them. In this grove
alone is attained the summit of true piety, to which other hermits in vain
aspire.~—~SACONTALA. T

Her death predoom’d
To that black hour of midnight, when the Moon
Hath tur’d her face away,
Unwilli_ng to behold
The unhappy end of guilt — V1. p. 49.
I will now speak to thee of that time in which, should a devout man die,

he will never return ; and of that time in which, dying, he shall return again
. to earth.

Those holy men who are acquainted with Brahm, departing this life in the
fiery light of day, in the bright season of the moon,. within the six months of
the sun’s northern course, go unto him : but those who depart in the gloomy
night of the Moon’s dark season, and whilst the Sun is yet within the south-
ern path of his journey, ascend for a while into the regions of the Moon, and
.2gain return to mortal birth. - These two, Light and Darkness, are esteemed
the World’s eternal ways: he who walketh in the former path returneth not;
-whilst he who walketh in the latter, cometh back again upon the earth.—
KREESHNA, in the Bhagvat Geeta.

- Indra.—VI. p. 51.
The Indian God of the visible Heavens is called Indra, or the King ; and
: Dz'veépetz'r, Lord of the Sky. He has the character of the Roman Genius, Ot
chief of the Good Spirits. His consort is named Sacki; his celestial city
Amaravati ; his palace Vajjayanta ; his garden Nandana ; his chief elephant
~ direvat ; his charioteer Matali; and his weapon Vgjra, or the thunder-bolts
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He is the regent of winds and showers, and, though the East is peculiarly un-

der his care, yet his Olympus is Meru, or the North Pole, allegorically repre-

sented as a mountain of gold and gems. He is the Prince of the beneficent

Genii.—Sir W. JoNEs. - -
A distinct idea of Indra, the ng of Immortals, may be collected from a

" '‘passage in the ninth section of the Geta :
¢« These having, through virtue, reached the mansion of the king of Swzzs,

~ feast on the exquisite heavenly food of the Gods; they, who have enjoyed
this lofty region of SWERGA, but whose virtue is exhausted, revisit the habita-

fition of mortals.

He is the God of thunder and the five elements, with inferior Genii under

£ his command ; and is conceived to govern the eastern quarter of the world,

but to preside, like the Genius or Agathodemon of the ancients, over the ce-

' lestial bands, which ate stationed on the summit of MErv, or the North Pole,
‘where he solaces the Gods with nectar and heavenly music.

The Cinnaras are the male dancers in SwERGA, or the Heaven of Indra,

" and the Apsaras are his dancing girls, answering to the fairies of the Persians,

and to the damsels called in the Koran hhdiru liyin, or, with antelope’s eyes.—

Sir W.JoNES.

I have seen Indra tremble at his prayer,
And at his dreadful penances turn pale.—VLI. p. 51.
Of such penances Mr Halhed has produced a curious specimen.
<« Tn the wood, Midhoo, which is on the confines of the kingdoms of Brecre,
Tarakee selected a pleasant and beautiful spot, adorned with verdure and blos-
soms, and there exerted himself in penance and mortification, externally, with
the sincerest piety, but, in reality, the most malignant intention, and with the
determined purpose of oppressing the Devetas ; penances such as credulity it-
self was astonished to hear; and they are here recounted. '
1. For a hundred years, he held up his arms and one foot towards heaven,
and fixed his eyes upon the sun the whole time.
2. For a hundred years, he remained standing on tiptoe.

L
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8, For a hundred years more, he nourished himself with nothing but wa-
ter. \ : . B

4. For a htindred years more he lived upon nothing but air.

5. For a hundred years more, he stood and made his adorations in the
river. :

6. For a hundred years more, he made those adomtlons buried up to his
neck in the earth.

7. For a hundred years more, enveloped with fire.

8. For a hundred years more, he stood upon his head with his feet towards
heaven. :

9. For a hundred years more, he stood upon the palm of one haud resting
on the ground. '

10. For a hundred years more, he hung by his hand from the branch of a
tree. :

11. For a hundred years more, he hung from a tree with his head down-
wards.

When he at length came to a respite from these severe mortifications,a ra-
diant glory encircled the devotée, and a flame of fire, arising from his head,
began to consume the whole world.” — From the Seeva Pooraun, MAURICE’S
History of Hindostan.

You see a pious Yogi, motionless as a pollard, holding his thick bushy hair,
and fixing his eyes on the solar orb. Mark—his body is half covered with a
white ant’s edifice made of raised clay; the skin of a snake supplies the place
of his sacerdotal thread, and part of it girds his loins; a number of knotty

plants encircle and wound his neck, and surrounding birds nests almost con=
ceal his shoulders.

Dushmanta. T bow to a man of his auslere devotion.—SACONTALA.
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That even Seeva’s self, P
The highest, cannot grant and be secure—V1IL. p. 51.,

Tt will be seen from the following f"able, that Seeva had once been reduced
to a very humiliating employment by one of Kehama’s predecessors :

Ravana, by his power and infernal arts, had subjugated all the gods and de-- .
migods, and forced them to perform menial offices about his person and house-
hold. [Indra made garlands of flowers to adorn him withal ; dgni was his
cook . ‘a s'uppljed‘ light by day, and Chandra by night; Varuna purveyed
waler for the pa.laée; Kuvera furnished cash. The whole nava-graha (the
mine planetw:y‘spheres) sometimes arranged themselves into a ladder, by which,
they sesivil;lg, as steps, the tyrant ascended his throne: Brakma (for the great
gods were there also; and I give this anecdote as I find it in my memoranda,
without a.ﬁy im?_r__gved arrangement)—-Bmhmd was a herald, proclaiming the
giant’s titles, the day of the week, month, %c. daily in the palace,—a sort of
speaking almanack : Mahadeva, (i. e. Seeva,) in his Avatara of Kandeh-roo,
performed the office of barber, and trimmed.the giants’ beards: Vishnu had
the honourable occupation of instructing and dr_illing the dancing and singing

girls, and selecting the fairest for the royal bed : Ganesa had the care of the
cows, goats, and herds ; Vayu swept the house ; Yama washed the linen;—
and in this manner were all the gods employed in the menial offices of Ra-
oana, who rebuked and flogged them in default of industry and attention.
Nor were the female divinities exempted ; for Bhavani, in her name and form
of Satni, was head Aya_, or nurse, to Ravana’s children ; Lakshme and Saras-
goati were also among them, but it does not appear in what capacity.—
Moore’s Hindu Pantheon, page 333.

Seeva was once in danger even of annihilation : ¢ In passing from the town
of Silgut to Deonhully, says Colonel Wilks, I became accidentally informed
of a sect, peculiar, as I since understand, to the north-eastern parts of Mysoor,
the women of which universally undergo the amputation of the first joints of
the third and fourth fingers of their right hands. On my arrival at Deonhully,
after ascertaining that the request would not give offence, I desired to see
some of these women ; and, the same afternoon, seven of them attended at
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my tent. The sect is a sub-division of the Murresoo Wokul,* and belongs to
the fourth great class of the Hindoos, viz. the Souder. Every woman of the
sect, previously to piercing the ears of her eldest daughter, preparatory to her
being betrothed in marriage, must necessarily undergo this mutilation, which
is performed by the blacksmith of the village, for a regulated fee, by a surgi-
cal process sufficiently rude. The finger to be amputated is placed on a block ;
the blacksmith places a chisel over the articulation of the joint, and c'hops it
off at a single blow. If the girl to be betrothed is motherless, and the mother
of the boy have not before been subject to the operation, it is incumbent on
~ her to perform the sacrifice. After satisfying myself with regard to the facts
of the case, I enquired into the origin of so strange a practice, and one of the
women related, with great fluency, the following traditionary tale, which has
since been repeated to me, with no material deviation, by several othexs of
the sect : RIS

A Rachas (or giant) named Prica, and in after times Busim-aasoor, or the
giant of the ashes, had, by a course of austere devotion to Mahadeo (Seeva)ob-
tained from him the promise of. whatever boon he should ask. The Rachas
accordingly demanded, that every person on whose head he should place his
right hand, might instantly be reduced to ashes ; and Mahadeo conferred the
boon, without suspicion of the purpose for which it was designed.

The Rachas no sooner found himself possessed of this formidable power,
than he attempted to use it for the destruction of his benefactor. Mahadeo
fled, the Rachas pursued, and followed the fugitive so closely as to chace him

into a thick grove ; where Mahadeo, changing his form and bulk, concealed
himself in the centre of a fruit, then called 4unda pundoo, but since nameds
linga tunda, from the resemblance which-its kernel thenceforward assumed to
the /ing, the appropriate emblem of Mahadeo. .

The Rachas having lost sight of Mahadeo, enquired of a husbandman, who
was working in the adjoining field, whether he had seen the fugitive, and
what direction he had taken. The husbandman, who had attentively obser-

¥ Murresoo, or Mursoo, in the Hala Canara, signifies rude, uncivilized ;—Wokul, a husbandman.
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ved the whole transaction, fearful of the future resentment of Mahadeo, and
equally alarmed for the present vengeance of the giant, answered aloud, that
he had seen no fugitive, but pointed, at the same time, with the listle finger
of his 11ght hand, to the place of Mahadeo’s concealment.

* In this extremity,* Vishnou descended, in the form of a beautiful damsel,
to the rescue of Mahadeo. The Rachas became instantly enamoured ;—the
damsel was a pure Brahmin, and might not be approached by the unclean Ra-
chas. By degrees she appeared to relent ; and, as a previous condition to
farther advances, enjoined the perfmmance of his ablutions in a neighbouring
pool. After these were finished, she prescribed, as a farther purification, the
perfmmance of the Sundia,—a ceremony in which the right hand is successive-
~jfy' applied to the breast, to the crown of the head, and to other parts of the
body. The Rachas, thinking only of love, and forgetful of the powers of his

i nght hand, performed the Sundia, and was himself reduced to ashes.

- Mahadeo now issued from the linga tunda, and, after the proper acknow- :

ledgments for his deliverance, proceeded to discuss the 0ullt of the treacher-
ous husbandman, and determined on the loss of the finger with which he'had

offended, as the proper punishment of his crime.

The foe of the husbandman, ‘who had just arrived at the field with food .

for her husband, hearing this dreadful sentence, threw herself at the feet of
Mahadeo. She represented the certain ruin of her family, if her husband
should be disabled for some months from performing the labours of the farm,
and besought the Deity to accept two of her fingers, instead of one from her
husband. Mahadeo, pleased with so sincere a proof of conjugal affection, ac-
cepted the exchange, and ordained, that her female posterity, in all future ge-
nerations, should sacrifice two fingers at his temple, as a memorial of the
iransaction, and of their exclusive deyoiion to the God of the Ling.

The praciice is, accordingly, confined to the supposed posterity of this single
- woman, and: is not common to the whole sect of Murresoo-Wokul. T ascer-
tained the actual number of families who observed this practice in three suc-

* Dignus vindice nodus.
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cessive districts through which I afterwards passed, and I conjecture that,
within the limits of Misoor, they may amount to about two thousand houses.
The Hill of Sectee, in the talook of Colar, where the giant was destroyed, is

(according to this tradition) formed of the ashes of Busmaa-soor: It is held"

in particular veneration by this sect, as the chief seat of their appropriate sa-
crifice; and the fact of its containing little or no moisture, is held to be a mi-
raculous proof that the ashes of the giant continue to absorb the most violent
and continued rain. - This is a remarkable example of easy credulity. I have

examined the mountain, which is of a sloping form, and composed of coarse.

granite.—Hist. Sketches of the South of India, vol.i. p. 442, note.

The Ship of Heaven.;VI. P Soe e &

I have converted the Vimana, ox self-moving Car of the Gods, into a Ship.

Capt. Wilford has given the history of its invention,—and, what is more cu-

rious, has attempted to settle the geography of the story :— -

“ A most pious and venerable sage, named Risurce’sa, being very far ad-
vanced in years, had resolved to visit, before he died, all the famed places of
pilgrimage ; and, having performed his resolution, he bathed at last in the sa-
cred water of the Ca’li, where he observed some fishes engaged in amorous
play; and 1eﬂectmo on their numerous progeny, which would sport like them
in the stream, he lamented the improbability of leaving any children : but,
since he might possibly be a father, even at his great age, he went immedi-
ately to the king of that country, HiRANYAVERNA, who had fifty daughters,
and demanded one of them in marriage. Sostrange a demand gave the prince
great uneasiness ; yet he was unwilling to incur the displeasure of a saint,
whose imprecations he dreaded : he, therefore, invoked Heri, or Fishnu, toin-
spire him with a wise answer, and told the hoar philosopher, that he should
marry any one of his daughters, who, of her 6wn accord, should fix on him as
her bridegroom. The sage, rather disconcerted, left the palace ; “but, calling
to mind the two sons of AswiNi, he hastened to their terresirial abode; and
requested that they would bestow on him both youth and beauty: they im-
mediately conducted him to Abhimatada, which we suppose to be Abydus, in
Upper Egypt ; and, when he had bathed in the pool of Rupayauvana, he was
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Arte canit, matrisque replet concentibus aures.
Adde quod affectus reddit genitricis eosdem,
Utque puellari genitrix in pectore clausit,
Hinc sylve austeros, teneros hine Urbis amores, .
Sic amat hic sylvas, ut non fastidiat Urbes.
Tecta colit, patiturque hominem, nec divitis aule
- Grande supercilium metuit sylvestris alumnus.
Tmo loco admonitus, vix aulicus incipit esse, -
Jam fit adulator, positum proferre paratus . 5
In statione melos, domini quod vellicet aurem.
CAnn.ARA; Coliambué.

" The Walking-Leaf would have been better than the Canary Bird.

- Nared.—VII. p. 66. _

A very distinguished son of Brahma, named Nared, bears a strong resem-
blance to Hermes or Mercury ; he was a wise legislator, great in arts and in
arms, an eloquent messenger of the Gods either to one another, or to fayoured
mortals, and a musician of exqﬁisite skill. His invention of the Vina, or In-
dian lute, is thus described in the ,poen‘n entitled Magha : © Nared sat watch-
ing from time to time his large ¥ina, which, by the impulse of the breeze,
yielded notes that pierced successively the regions of his ear, and proceeded by
musical intervals.”— Asiatic Resear@heé, Sir W. Jones:

The Vina is an Alolian harp. The people of Amboyna have a different
kind of AEolian instrument, which is thus described in the first account of
D’ Entrecasteaux’s VS’yage: « Being on the sea-shore, I heard some wind-
instruments, the harmony of which, though sometimes very correct, was in-
termixed with discordant notes that were by no means unpleasing. These
sounds, which were very musi'e‘él, and formed fine cadences, seemed to come
from such a distarce, that L for some ﬁmé”‘imagined the natives were having
a concert beyond the ipad—-stead 5 néﬁ :é,-? ijdlyri'iameter from the spot where 1
stood. My ear was greatly deceived-r‘é'specting the distance, for I wasnotan
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hundred. meters from the instrument. It was a bamboo at least twenty meters
in height, which had been fixed in a vertical situation by the sea-side. " I re-
marked between eqch knot a slit about three centimeters long by a centime-_
ter and a half wide ; these slits formed so many holes, which, whén the wind
introduced itself into them, gave agreeable and diversified sounds. As the
knots of this long bamboo were very numerous, care had been taken to make
holes in different directions, in order that; on whatever side the wind blew, it
" might always meet with some of them. I cannot convey a better idea of the .
sound of this msnument, than by comparing them to those of the Harmonica.”
—LABILLARDIERE. Foyage in search of La Perouse.

Nareda, the mythological offspring of Saraswati, patroness of music, is
famed for his talents in that science. So great were they, that he became
presumptuous; and, emulating the divine strains of Krishna, he was punished
by having his #ina placed in the paws of a bear, Whence it emitted sounds far
sweeter than the minstrelsy of the mortified musician. I have a picture of . .
this joke,. in which Krishna is forcing his reluctant friend to attend to his
rough-visaged. rival, who is ridiculous] y touchlng the chords of poor Nareda’s
Vina, accompanied by a brother bruin on the cymbals. Krishna passed several
practical jokes on his humble and affectionate friend : He metamorphosed him
once into a woman, at another time into.a bear. —Moonn s Hindu Pantheon,
P- 204. -

: The sacrifice
That should to Gods and Men proclaim him Lord
And Sovereign Master of the vassal World—VII. p. 70.
The Raisoo Yug, or Feast of Rajahs, could only be performed b35' a monarch

who had conquered all the other sovereigns of the world—Havrep. Note to
the Life of Creeshna. :

Sole Rajah, the Omnipotent below.—VII. p. 70.
- No person 'hasugiven so complete a sample of the absurdity of oriental titles
as the Dutch traveller Struys, in his enumeration of ¢ the proud and blasphe-
‘mous titles of the King of Siam,—they will hardly bear sense,” says the tran-
slator, in what he calls, by a happy blunder, ¢ the idiotism of our tongue.”

” : ’
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The Alliance, written with letters of fine gold, being full of godlike glory.
The most Excellent, containing all wise sciences. The most Happy, which is
_ not in the wotld among men. The Best and most Certain that is in Heaven,
Earth, and Hell. The greatest Sweet, and friendly Royal Word ; whose
pov&erful—soundmg properties and glorious fame range through the world, as
if the dead were raised by a godlike power, and wonderfully purged from
ghost]y and corporal corruption. At this both spiritual and secular men ad-
mire with a special joy, whereas no dignity may be herewith conpared. Pro-
ceeding from a friendly, illustrious, inconquerable, most mighty, and most
high Lord ; and a royal Crown of Gold, adorned with nine sorts of precious
stones. The greatest, clearest, and most godlike Lord of unblameable Souls.
The most Holy, seeing every where, and protecting Sovereign of the city Juv- A
DIA, whose many streets and open gates are thronged by troops of men, which
is the chief metropolis of the whole world, the royal throne of the earth, that
is adorned with nine sorts of stones, and most pleasant valleys. He who guides
the reins of the world, and has a house more than the Gods of fine gold and of
precious stones; they the godlike Lords of thrones and ‘of fine gold; the
White, Red, and Round-tayl’d Elephants,—which excellent creatures are the
chiefest of the nine sorts of Gods. To none hath the divine Lord given, in
whose hand is the v1ctonous sword ; who is like the ﬁery-armed God of Bat-
talls, to the most illustrious.

The second is as blasphemous a8 the first, though ha1 dly swells so far out of
sense.

The highest PApvcco Syry SurtaN, Nermonam WEeLcAcA, NELMO-
CHADIN MAGIVIITHA, JOUKEN DER EAUTEN ALLAULA FYLAN, King of the
whole world ; who makes the water rise and flow. A King that is like a God,
and shines like the Sun at noon-day. A King that gives a glance like the
Moon when it is at full. Elected of God to be worthy as the North Star, be-
ing of the race and offspring of the great Alexander ; with a great understand-
ing, as a round orb, that tumbles hither and thither, able to guess at the depth
of the great sea. A King that hath amended all the funerals of the departed
Saints, and is as righteous as God, and of such power that all the world may
come and shelter under his wings. A Kihg that doth right in all things, as

.
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sand sons of Sugura, possessed of youth and beauty, became men. The eldest
son, the offspring of Sugura, O son of Rughoo ! chief of men, seizing children,
would throwethem into the waters of the Surﬁyoo, and sport himself with their
drowning ‘pangs. This evil person, the distresser of good men, devoted te the
injury of the citizens, was by his father expelled frdm the city. The son of
Usumunja, the heroic Ungshooman, in conyersation courteous and affection-
ate, was esteemed by all. ?

¢ After along time, O chief of men ! Sugura formed the steady resolve, « I

will perform a sacrifice” Versed in the Veda, the king, attended by his in-
structors, having determined the things relating to the sacrificial work, began
to prepare the sacrifice. '

“« Heéring the words of Vishwa-mitra, the son of Rughoo, highly gratified
in the midst of the story, addressed the sage, bright as the ardent flame, Peace
be to Thee : T desire, O Brahman! to hear this story at large, how my pre-
decessors performed the sacrifice. Hearing his words, Vishwa-mitra, smiling,
pleasantly replied to Rama : ¢ Attend, then, O Rama ! to the story of Sugﬁl‘a:
repeated at full length. Where the great mountain Himuvat, the happy fa-

_ther-in-law of Shunkura, and the mountain Bindhyo, overlooking the country
around, proudly vie with each other, there was the sacrifice of the great Su-
gura.perforthed. That land, sacred and renowned, is the habitation of Rak-
shuses. At the command of Sugura, the hero Ungshooman, O Rama! emi-
nent in archery, a mighty charioteer, was the attendant (of the hql'Se)*-
While the king was performing the sacrifice, a serpent, assuming the form of
Ununta, rose from the earth, and seized the sacrificial horse. The sacrificial
victim being stolen, all the priests, O son of Rughoo !’going to the king, S'{dd, ’
Thy consecrated horse has been stolen by some one in the form of a serpent.
Kill the thief, and bring back the sacred horse. This interruption in the sa-
c}iﬁce.portends evil to us all. Take those steps, O king ! which may Jead to
the completion of the sacrifice. Having heard the advice of his instructors,
the king, calling his sixty thousand sons into the assembly, Sai*‘d, I perceive
that the Rakshuses have not been-to this great sacrifice. A sacrifice of the

# The horse intended for the sacrifice.

°
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Nagas is now performing by the sages, and some god, in the form of a ser-
_ pent, has stolen the devoted horse. Whoever he be, who, at the time of the
Deeksha, has been the cause of this afflictive circumstance, this unhappy
evens, whether he be gone to Patala, or whether he remain in the waters, kill
mp 'O sons! and bring back my victim. May success attend you, O my
sens! At my command lraverse the sea—glrt earth, digging with mighty la-
~ bour, till you obtain a sight of the horse ; each one piercing the earth to the
depth of a yojuna, go you in search of him who stole the sacred horse. Be-
ing consecrated by the Deeksha, I, with my grandson and my teachers, will
remain with the sacrifice unfinished, till I again behold my devoted horse.
¢ Thus instructed by their father Sugura, they, in obedience to him, went
with cheerful mind, O Rama! to the bottom of the earth: . The strong ones,
having gone over the earth without ohtaining a sight of the horse, each of
these mighty men pierced the earth, to the depth of a yojuna, with their
mighty arm, the stroke of which resembled the thunder-bolt. Pierced by
:Kooddalasﬁ‘= by Punghas 4+ by Shoolas, f by Mooshulas,§ and Shuktis, [f
the earth cried out as in darkness. Then arose, O Raghuva! a dreadful cry
of the serpents, the Usom as, the Rakshuses, and other creatures, as of beings
suffering death. These angry youths, O son of Rughoo! dug the earth even
to Patala, to the extent of sixty thousand yojunas. Thus, O prince! the sons
of the sovereign of men trayersed Jumboodweepa, inclosed with mountains,
digging wherever: they came. The gods now, with the Gundhurwas and the
great serpents, struck with astonishment, went all of them to Bruhma, and,
bowing even to the foot of the great spirit, they, full of terror, with dejected
countenance, addressed him thus: “ O Deva! O divine One! the whole.
earth, covered with mountains and woods, with rivers ahd continents, the sons
of Sugura are now digging up. By these digging, O Bruhma ! the mightiest
beings are killed. This is the stealer of our consecrated victims ; by this (fel-

*The Indian spade, formed like a hoe, with a short handle.
1+ An instrument said to be formed like an ox’s yoke.

T A dart, or spear.

§ A club, or crow. .

[l A weapon, now unknown.
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low) our horse was taken away :” Thus saying, these sons of Sugura.destroy
all creatures. O most Powerful! having heard this, it becomes thee to inter-
pose, beforesthese horse-seekers destroy all thy creatures endued with life.”
Thus far the thirty-second Section, describing the digging of earth.

(9

SECTION THIRTY-THREE.

« Hearing the words of the gods,the divine Bruhma replied to these affright-
ed ones, stupified with the Yuma-like power of these youths : The wise Va-
soo-deva, the great Madhuva, who claims the earth for his spouse, that divine
one, residing in the form of Kupila, supports the earth. By the fire of his
wrath he will destroy the sons of the king. This piércing of the earth must,
I suppose, be perceived by him, and he will (effect) the destruction of the -
long-sighted sons of Sugura. The thirty-three gods, * enemy-subduing, ha-
ving heard the words of Bruhma, returned home full of Jjoy, The sons of Su-
gura, highly renowned, thus digging the earth, a sound was produced resem-
bling that of conflicting elements. Having encompassed and penetrated the
whole-earth, the sons of Sugura, returning to their father, said, The whole
earth has been traversed by us ; and all the powerful gods, the Danuvyas, the
Rukshuses, the Pishachas, the serpents, and hyduas, are + killed ; but we have
not seen thy horse, nor the thief, What shall we do? Success be to thee:
be pleased to determine what more is proper. The virtuous king, having
heard the words of his sons, O son of Rughoo! angrily replied, Again com-
mence digging. Having penetrated the earth, and found the stealer of the
horse, having accomplished your intention, return again. Attentive to the
words of their father, the great Sugura, the sixty thousand descended to Pa-
tala, and tHere renewed their digging. There, O chief of men! they saw the
elephant of that quarter of the globe, in size resembling a mountain, With
distorted eyes, supperting with his head this earth, with its mountains and fo-

* The eight Vusoos, the eleven Roodras, the twelve Adityas, and Ushwinee and Koomera:
T This seems to have been spoken by these youths in the warmth of their imagination.
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vests, covered with various countries, and adorned with numerous cities.
When, for the sake of rest, O Kakootstha! the great elephant, through dis-
iress, refreshes himself by moving his head, an earthquake is produced.
- “Having lespectflﬂly circumambulated this mighty elephant, giardian of
the quarter, they, O Rama! plalsmg him, penetrated into Patala. After they
bad thus penehated the east quarter, they opened their way to the south.
Here they saw that great elephant Muha-pudma, equal to a huge mountain,
sustaining the earth with his head. Beholding him, they were filled with sur-
prise ; and, after the usual circumambulation, the sixty thousand sons of the
great Sugura perforated the west quarter. In this these mighty ones saw
the elephant Soumunusa, of equal size. Having respectfully saluted him, and
enquired respecting his health, these valiant ones digging, arrived at the north.
In this quarter, O chief of Rughoo! thqy saw the snow-white elephant Bhu-
dra, supporting this earth with his beautiful body. Circumambulating him,
they again penetrated the earth, and proceeded north-east to that renowned
quarter, all the sons of Sugura, through anger, pierced the earth again. There
all those magnanimous ones, terrible in swiftness, and of mighty prowess, saw
Kupila, Vasodeva the eternal, * and near him the horse feeding. Filled, O
son of Rughoo! with unparalleled joy, they all knowing him to be the stealer
of the horse, with eyes starting with rage, seizing their spades and their lan-
gulas, and even trees and stones, ran towards him full of .wrath, calling out,
Stop, stop ! thou art ‘the stealer of our sacrificial horse: Thou stupid one,
know that we who have found thee are the sons of Rughoo. Kupila, filled
with excessive anger, pttered from his nostrils a loud sound, and instantly, O
Kakoostha! by Kupila of immeasurable power, were all the sons of Sugura
turned to a heap of ashes.”
Thus far the thirty-third Section, describing the interview with Kupila.

#* The Hindoos say, that Kupila, or Vasoo-deva, is an incarnation of Vishnoo, whom they de-
scribe as having been thus partially incarnate twenty-four times.
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SECTION THIRTY-FOUR.

“ O son of Rughoo! Sugura, perceiving that his sons had been absent adong
time; thus addressed his grandson, illustrious by his own might: Thou art a
hero, possessed of science, in prowess equal to thy predecessors. Search out
the fate of thy paternal relatives, and the person by whom the horse was sto-
len, that we may avengé ourselves on these subterraneous bheings, powerful
and great. Take thy scymitar and bow, O beloved one! and finding out thy
deceased paternal relatives, destroy my adversary. The proposed end being
thus accomplished, return. Bring me happily through this sacrifice.

“Thus particularly addrest by the great Sugura, Ungshooman, swift and
powerful, taking his bow' and scymitar, departed. Urged by the king, the

chief of men trayersed the subterraneous road dug by his great ancestors.

‘There the mighty one saw the elephant of the quarter, adored by the gods,

the Danuyas and Rukshuses, the Pishachas, the birds and the serpents. Ha-

ving circumambulated him, and asked concerning his welfare, Ungshooman

enquired for his paterpal relatives, and the stealer of the sacred victim. The

mighty elephant of the quarter hearing, replied, O son of Usumunja! thou

wilt accomplish thine intention, and speedily return with the horse. Having

heard this, he, with due respect, enqﬁired, in regular succession, of all the
elephants of the quarters, Honoured by all these guardians of the eight sides
of the earth, acquainted with speech, and eminent in eloquence, he was told,
Thou wilt return with the horse. Upon this encouraging declaration, he swift-
ly went to the place where lay his paternal relatives, the sons of Sugura, Te-
duced to a heap of ashes. (At this sight) the son of Usumunja, overwhelmed
with sorrow on account of their death, cried out with excess of grief. In this
stale of grief, the chief of men beheld, grazing mear, the sacrificial horse. The
illustrious one, desirous of performing the funeral obsequies of these sons of
the king, looked around for a receptacle of water, butin vain. Extending his
eager view, he saw, O Rama! the sovereign of birds, the uncle of his pétemal
relatives, Soopurna, in size Tesembling a mountain. Vinuteya, of mighty

prowess, addressed him thus: Grieve not, O chief of men! this slaughter is
LS
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approved by the universe. These great ones were reduced to ashes by Ku-
pila of unmeasurable might. Tt is not proper for thee, O wise one! to pour
common water upon these ashes. Gunga, O chief of men! is the eldest
dauzhter of Himuyut. With her sacred stream; O valiant one ! perform the
funeral ceremonies for thine ancestors. [If the purifier of the world flow on
them, reduced to a heap of ashes, these ashes, being wetted by Gunga, the
slluminator of the world, the sixty thousand sons of thy grandfather will be
received into heaven. May success attend thee! Bring Gunga to the earth
from the residence of the gods. If thou art able, O chief of men! possessor -
of the ample share, let the descent of Gunga be accomplished by thee. Take
the horse, and go forth. It is thine, O hero !' for to complete the great pa-
ternal sacrifice. A '

« Haying heard these words of Soopurna, Ungshooman, the heroic, speedily
seizing the horse, returned. Then, O son of Rug'hoo! being come to the
king, who was still performing the initiatory ceremonies, he related to him the
whole aﬂ'air;, and the advice of Soopurnas.

« After hearing the terror-inspiring relation of Ungshooman, the king finish-
ed the sacrifice, in exact conformity to the tenor and spirit'of the ordinance :
Having finished his sacrifice, the sovereign of the earth returned to his palace.
The king, however, was unable to Qevise any way for the descent of Gunga
from heaven: after a long time, unable to fix upon any method, he departed
to heaven, having reigned thirty thousand years.

¢« Sugura having, O Rama! paid the debt of nature, the people chose Ung-
shooman, the pious, for their sovereign. Ungshooman, O son of Rughoo!
was a very great monarch. His son was called Dwileepa. Having placed
him on the throne, he, O Raguva! retiring to the pleasant top of Mount Hi-
muvut, performed the most severe austerities. This excellent soyereign of
men, illustrious as the immortals, Was exceedingly desirous of the descent of
Gunga ; but not obtaining his wish, the renowned monarch, rich in sacred
austerities, departed to heaven, after'haﬁing abode in the forest sacred to
austerities thirty-two thousand years. Dwileepa, the highly energetic, being
made acquainted with the slaughter of his paternal great-uncles, was over-

whelmed with grief; but was still unable to fix upon a way of deliverance.

a
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How shall T accomplish the descent of Gunga ? How shall perform the fu-
neral ablutions of these relatives? How shall I deliver them ? In such cogi:
tations was his mind constantly engaged. While these ideas filled the mind
of the king, thoroughly acquainted with sacred duties, there was born to bim
asmost virtuous son, called Bhugee-rutha. The illustrious king Dwileepa per-
formed many sacrifices, and governed the kingdom for thirty thousand years ;
but, O chief of men! no way of obtaining the deliverance of his ancestors
appearing, he, by a disease, discharged the debt of nature. Having installed
his own son Bhugee-rutha in the kingdom, the lord of men departed to the
paradise of Indra, through the merits of his own virtuous deeds.

“ The pious, the royal sage, Baugee-rutha, O son of Rughoo ! was childless.
Desirous of offspring, yet childless, the great monarch entrusted the kingdom
to the care of his counsellors ; and, having his heart set on obtaining the de-
scent of Gunga, engaged in along course of sacred austerities upon the moun-
tain Gokurna. With hands erected, he, O son of Rughoo! surrounded in the

hot season with five fires, * according to the prescribed ordinance; in the
cold season lying in water ; and in the rainy season exposed to the descend-
ing clouds, feeding on fallen leaves, with his mind restrained, and his sensual
feelings subdued, this valiant and great king continued a thousand years in
the practice of the most severe austerities. The magnanimous monarch of
mighty arm having finished this period, the divine Bruhma, the lord of crea-
tures, the supreme governor, ‘was highly pleased ; and with the gods, going
near to the great Bhugee-rutha, employed in sacred austerities, said to him, I
am propitious. O performer of sacred vows ! ask a blessing.. The mighty,
the illustrious Bhugee-ratha, with hands respectfully joined, replied to the sire
of all, O divine one! if thou art pleased with me, if the fruit of my austerities
may be granted, let all the sons of Sugura obtain water for their funeral rites.
The ashes of the great ones being wetted by the water of Gungé, let all my
ancestors ascend to the eternal heaven.4+ Let a child, O divine one! be

* One towards each of the cardinal points, and the sun over his head, towards which he was
sonstantly looking.

|+ The heaven from which there can be no fall,
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\\Buiiprse! He measured the earth with one pace, and the heavens with ano- |
ther, and then summoned Baly to give him his word for the third. The
prince then rgcognised Vichenou, adored him, and presented his head to
him ; but the god, satisfied with his submission, sent him to govern the Pa-
dalon, and permitted him to return every year to the earth, the day of the
full moon, in the month of November.—SoNNERAT’s Voyages, vol. i, p. 24.

3

The sacred cord. XV. p. 160.

The Brahmans who officiate at the temples generally go with their heads
uncovered, and the upper part of the body naked. The Zennar, or sacred
string, is hung round the body from the left shoulder; a piece of white’cotton
cloth is wrapped round the loins, which descends under the knee, but lower
on the left side than on the other; and in cold weather they sometimes cover
their bodies with a shawl, and their heads with a red cap.—The &Zennar is
made of a particular kind of pérennial cotton, called Perma : it is composed
of a certain number of threads of a fixed length : the Zennar worn by the
Khatries has fewer threads than that worn by the Brahmans, and that worn
by the Bhyse fewer than that worn by the Khatries; but.those of the Soodra

cast are excluded from this distinction, none of them being permitted to wear
it.—CRAUFURD. . : .

The City of Baly.—XV. p. 162.
Ruins of Mahébaliptir, the City of the great Baly.

i

i L »
A rock, or rather hill of stone, is that which first engrosses the attention on
approaching the place ; for as it rises abruptly out of a level plain of great
extent, consists chiefly of one single stone, and is situated very near to the
sea-beach, it is such a kind of object as an inquisitive traveller would natural-
ly turn aside to examine. Its shape is also singular and romantic, and, from
a distant view, has an appearance like some antique and lofty edifice. On
coming near to the foot of the rock from the north, works of imagery and
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sculpture crowd so thick upon the eye, as might seem to favour the idea-of a

petrified town, like those that have been fabled in different parts of the world,
by too credulous travellers. Proceeding on by the foot of the hll, on the side
facing the sea, there is a pagoda rising out of the ground, of onersolid stone,
‘about sixteen or eighteen feet high, which seems to have been cut upon the
spot, out of a detached rock, that has been found of a proper size for that pur-
pose. The top is arched, and the style of architecture according to which it
is formed different from any now used in those parts. A little further on,
‘there appears, upon an huge surface of stone, that juts out a little from the side
of the hill, a numerous group of human figures, in bass-relief, considerably
larger than life, representing the most remarkable persons whose actions are
celebrated in the Mah4bharit, each of them in an attitude, or with weapouns,
or other insignia, expressive of his character, or of some one of his most fa-
mous exploits. All these figures are doubtless much less distinct than they
were at first ; for upon comparing these and the rest of thesculptures that are
exposed to the sea-air, with others at the same place, whose situation has af-
forded them protection from that element, the difference is striking ; the for-
mer being every where much defaced, while the others are fresh as recently
finished. An excavation in anolher part of the east side of the great rock
appears to have been made on the same plan, and for the same purpose, that
" Chowltries are usually built in that country, that is to say, for the accommo-
 dation of travellers.  The rock is hollowed out to the size of a spacious room,
and two or three rows of pillars are left, as a seeming support to the mountain-
ous mass of stone which forms the roof. )
The ascent of the hill on the north is, from its natural shape, gradual and
easy at first, and is in other parts rendered more so, by very excellent steps,
cut out in several places where the communication weuld be difficult or im-
practicable without them. A winding stair of this sort leads to a kind of tem-
ple cut out of the solid rock, with some figures of idols in high relief upon the
walls, very well finished. From this temple there are flights of steps, that
seem to have led to some edifice formerly standing upon the hill ; nor does
it seem absurd to supf)ose that this may have been a pfxlace, to which this

=
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temple may have appertained ; for, besides the small detached ranges of stairs

that are here and there cut in the rock, and seem as if they had once led

to different parts of one great building, there appear in many places small wa-
ter channels.cut also in the rock, as if for drains to an house ; and the whole
top of the hill is strewed w:th small round pieces of brick, which may be sup-
posed, from their appealance, to have been worn down to their present form
during the lapse of many ages. On a plain surface of the rock, which may
once have served as the floor of some apartment, there is a platform of stone,
about 8 or g feet long, by 3 or 4 wide, in a situation rather elevated with two
or three steps leading up to it, perfectly resembling a couch or bed, and a lion
very well executed at the upper end of it, by way of pillow ; the whole of one
piece, being part of the hill itself. This the Bramins, inhabitants of theplace,
call the Bed of Dhermarhjah, or Judishter, the eldest of the five brothers
whose exploits are the leading subject in the Mahabharit. And. at a consi-
derable distance from this, at such a distance, indeed, as the apartments of
the women might be supposed to be from that of the men, 1s a bath, excava-
ted also from the rock, with steps in the inside, which-the Bramins call the
Bath of Dropedy, the wife-of Judishter and his brothers. How much credit
is due to this tradition, and whether this stone couch may not have been an-
ciently used as a kind of throne, rather than a bed, is matter for future inqui-
ry. A circumstance, however, which may seem to favour this idea is, that a
throne, in the Shanscrit and other Hindoo languages, is called Singhdsen,
which is compounded of Sing, a lion, and ésen, a seat.

But though these works may be deemed stupendous, they are surpassed by
others that are to be seen at the distance of about a mile, or mile and half,
to the south of the hill. They consist of two pagodas, of about 30 feet long;
by 20 feet wide, and about as many in height, cut out of the solid rock, and
-each consisting originally of one single stone. Their form is different from
the style of architecture according to which idel temples are now built in that.
country. These sculptures approach nearer to the Gothic taste, being sur-
mounted by arched roofs, or domes, not semicircular, but composed of two
segments of circles meeting in a point at top. Near these also stand an ele-
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port.” And Narayan answered and said, ¢ I will give fresh vigour'ts cach* as

co-operate in the work. Let Mandar be whirled about, and the bed of the

Locean be kept steady.’ __
“ When they heard the words of Narayan, they all returned agaiz to the
work, and began to stir about with great force that butter of the ocean, when

~ there presently arose from out the troubled deep, first the Moon, with a plea-

sing countenance, shining with ten thousand beams of gentle light ; next fol-
lowed Sree, the goddess of fortune, whose seat is the white lily of the waters;
then Soora- Devee, the goddess of wine, and the white horse called Qochisrava.
And after these there was produced from the unctuous mass the jewel Kow-
stoobh, that glorious sparkling gem worn by Narayan on his breast ; also Pa-
reejat, the tree of plenty, and Soorabhee, the cow that granted every heart’s
desire.

« The Moon, Soora-Devee, the goddess Sree, and the Horse, as swift as
thought, instantly marched away towards the Dews, keeping in the path of
the Sun. , -

“ Then the Dew Dhanwantaree, in human shape, came forth, holding in his
hand a white vessel filled with the immortal juice dmreeta. When the Asoors
beheld these wondrous things appear, they raised their tumultuous voices for
the Amreeta, and each of them clamorously exclaimed, ¢ This of right is
mine.’ '

% In the mean time Travat, a mighty elephant, arose, now kept by the god
of thunder; and as they continued to churn the ocean more than enough, that
deadly poison issued from its bed, burning like a raging fire, whose dreadful
fumes in a moment spread throughout the world, confounding the three re-
gions of the universe with the mortal stench, until Seev, at the word of Brat-
mdy swallowed the fatal drug, to save mankind ; which, remaining in the throat
of that sovereign Dew of magic form, from that time he hath been called
Neel- Kant, because his throat was stained blue.

« When the Asoors beheld this miraculous deed, they became desperate,
and the Amreeta and the goddess ‘Sree became the source of endless hatred.

« Then Narayan assumed the character and person of Moheenee Maya, the
power of enchantment, in a female form of wonderful beauty, and stood be-
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fore the #soors, whose minds being fascinated by her presence, and deprived
of reason, they seized the Amreeta, and gave it unto her.

& The Asoors now clothe themselves in costly armour, and, seizing their va-
rious weapons, rush on together to attack the Soors. In the mean time Nura-
yan, in the female form, having obtained the Amreeta from the hands.of their
leader, the hosts of Sours, during the tumult and confusion of the Asoors, drank
of the living water.

« And it so fell out, that whilst the Soors were quenchmo their thirst for
immortality, Rahoo, an- Asoor, assumed the form of a Soor, and began to drink
also : And the water had but reached his throat, when the Sun and Moon, in

friendship to the Soors, discovered the deceit; and instantly Narayan cut off

his head as he was dvinking, with his splendid weapon Chakra. And the gi-
ganlic head of the Asoor, emblem of a mountain’s summit, being thus sepa-

rated from his body by the Chakra’s edge, bounded into the heavens with a
dreadtul ery, whilst his ponderous trunk fell, L]eavmg the ground asunder, and
shaking the whole earth unto its foundation, with all its lslands, rocks, and fo-
rests : And from that time the head of Rahoo resolved an eternal enmity, and
continueth, even unto this day, at times to seize upon the Sun and Moon.

“ Now Narayan, having quitted the female figure he had assumed, began
to disturb the Asoors with sundry celestial weapons ; and from that instant a
dreadful battle was commenced, on the ocean’s briny strand, between the 4-
soors and the Soors. Innumerable sharp and missile weapons were hurled,
and thousands of piercing darts and battle-axes fell on all sides. The Asoors
vomit blood from the wounds of the Chakra,and fall upon the ground plerced
by the sword, the spear, and spiked club. Heads, glittering with pollshed

_ gold, divided by the Pattees blade, drop incessantly ; and mangled bodies,
wallowing in their gore, lay like fragments of mighty rocks, sparkling with
gems and precious ores. Millions of sighs and groans arise on every side;
and the sun is overcast with blood, as they clash their arms, and wound each
other with their dreadful instruments of destruction.

“ Now the battle is fought with the iron-spiked club, and, as they close,
with clenched fist; and tlie din of war ascendeth to the heayens. They ¢y
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¢ Puisue ! strike! fell to the ground!” so that a horrid and tumultuous noise;:

is heard on all sides. ; o
¢ |n the midst of this dreadful hurry and confusion of the fight, Nar and

Narayan entered the field together. Narayan, beholding a celestial bow in
the hand of Nar, it reminded bim of his Chakra, the destroyer of the Asoors.
The faithful weapon, by name Soodarsan, ready at the mind’s call, flew down
from heaven with direct and refulgent speed, beautiful, yet terrible to behold :
And being arrived, glowing like the sacrificial flame, and spreading terror a-
round, Narayan, with his right arm formed like the elephantine trunk, hurled
forth the ponderous orb, the speedy messengér and glorious ruin of hostile
towns ; who, raging like the final all-destroying fire, shot bounding with de-
solating force, killing thousands of the Asoors in his rapid flight, burning and
involving, like the lambent flame, and cutting down all that would oppose
him. Anon he climbeth the heavens, and now again darteth into the field
like a Peesach, to f:east in blood. :

<« Now the dauntless Asoors strive, with repeated strength, to crush the
Soors with rocks and mountains, which, hurled in vast numbers into the hea-
vens, appeared like scattered clouds, and fell, with all the trees thereon, in mil-
lions of fear-exciting torrents, striking violently against each other with a
mighty noise ; and 1n their fall the earth, with all its fields and forests, is
driven from its foundation : they thunder furiously at each other as they roll
along the field, and spend their strength in mutual conflict.

« Now Nar, seeing the Soors overwhelmed with fezir_, filled up the path to
Heaven with showers of golden-headed arrows, and split the mountain sum-
mits with his unerring shafts; and the Asoors finding themselves again sore
pressed by the Soors, precipitately flee; some rush headlong into the briny
waters of the ocean, and others hide themselves within the bowels of the
earth.

¢ The rage of the glorious Chakra, Soodarsan, which for a while burnt like
the oil-fed fire; now grew cool, and he retired into the heavens from whence
he came. And the Soors having obtained the victory, the mountain Mandar

was carried back to its former station with great respect, whilst the waters
& )






	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_001
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_002
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_003
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_004
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_005
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_006
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_007
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_008
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_009
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_010
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_011
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_012
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_013
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_014
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_015
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_016
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_017
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_018
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_019
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_020
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_021
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_022
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_023
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_024
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_025
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_026
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_027
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_028
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_029
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_030
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_031
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_032
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_033
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_034
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_035
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_036
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_037
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_038
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_039
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_040
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_041
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_042
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_043
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_044
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_045
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_046
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_047
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_048
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_049
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_050
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_051
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_052
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_053
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_054
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_055
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_056
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_057
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_058
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_059
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_060
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_061
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_062
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_063
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_064
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_065
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_066
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_067
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_068
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_069
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_070
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_071
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_072
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_073
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_074
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_075
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_076
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_077
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_078
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_079
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_080
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_081
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_082
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_083
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_084
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_085
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_086
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_087
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_088
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_089
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_090
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_091
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_092
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_093
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_094
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_095
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_096
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_097
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_098
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_099
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_100
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_101
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_102
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_103
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_104
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_105
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_106
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_107
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_108
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_109
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_110
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_111
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_112
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_113
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_114
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_115
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_116
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_117
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_118
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_119
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_120
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_121
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_122
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_123
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_124
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_125
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_126
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_127
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_128
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_129
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_130
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_131
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_132
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_133
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_134
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_135
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_136
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_137
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_138
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_139
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_140
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_141
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_142
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_143
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_144
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_145
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_146
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_147
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_148
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_149
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_150
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_151
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_152
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_153
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_154
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_155
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_156
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_157
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_158
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_159
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_160
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_161
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_162
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_163
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_164
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_165
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_166
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_167
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_168
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_169
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_170
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_171
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_172
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_173
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_174
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_175
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_176
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_177
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_178
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_179
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_180
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_181
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_182
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_183
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_184
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_185
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_186
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_187
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_188
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_189
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_190
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_191
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_192
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_193
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_194
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_195
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_196
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_197
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_198
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_199
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_200
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_201
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_202
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_203
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_204
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_205
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_206
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_207
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_208
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_209
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_210
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_211
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_212
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_213
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_214
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_215
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_216
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_217
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_218
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_219
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_220
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_221
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_222
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_223
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_224
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_225
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_226
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_227
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_228
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_229
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_230
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_231
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_232
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_233
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_234
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_235
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_236
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_237
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_238
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_239
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_240
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_241
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_242
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_243
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_244
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_245
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_246
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_247
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_248
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_249
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_250
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_251
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_252
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_253
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_254
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_255
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_256
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_257
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_258
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_259
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_260
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_261
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_262
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_263
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_264
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_265
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_266
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_267
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_268
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_269
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_270
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_271
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_272
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_273
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_274
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_275
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_276
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_277
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_278
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_279
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_280
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_281
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_282
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_283
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_284
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_285
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_286
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_287
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_288
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_289
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_290
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_291
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_292
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_293
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_294
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_295
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_296
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_297
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_298
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_299
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_300
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_301
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_302
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_303
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_304
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_305
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_306
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_307
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_308
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_309
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_310
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_311
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_312
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_313
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_314
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_315
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_316
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_317
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_318
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_319
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_320
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_321
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_322
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_323
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_324
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_325
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_326
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_327
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_328
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_329
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_330
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_331
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_332
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_333
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_334
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_335
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_336
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_337
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_338
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_339
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_340
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_341
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_342
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_343
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_344
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_345
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_346
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_347
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_348
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_349
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_350
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_351
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_352
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_353
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_354
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_355
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_356
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_357
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_358
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_359
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_360
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_361
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_362
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_363
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_364
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_365
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_366
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_367
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_368
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_369
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_370
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_371
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_372
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_373
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_374
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_375
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_376
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_377
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_378
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_379
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_380
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_381
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_382
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_383
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_384
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_385
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_386
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_387
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_388
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_389
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_390
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_391
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_392
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_393
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_394
	RC E 0866 THE CURSE OF KEHAMA_Page_395
	Untitled

