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' '(i_i';a.sving, totally, while you are at
- Cambridge: and not meddle with
“Greek, otherwise than to know a
little the etymology of words in
~ Latin, or English, or French: nor
to meddle with Italian. I hope .
~ this little course will soon be Tun
'through‘: I intend it as a general
. foundation for many things, of in-
; finite utility, to come as soon as
E this is finished.
| 7
i Believe me,

With the truest affection,
My dear Nephew,

2 : Ever yours.

Keep this letter and read it again.
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| of such timely warnings, and to
V. seize, cultivate, and carry forward
_ towards perfection, those advan-
tages, graées, virtues, and felicities,
_ whlch they may have totally missed,
or stopped short in the generous
‘pursuit; ‘Tolend this helping hand
“to'those who are beginning to tread
‘the islippery way, seems, at best,
‘but an office of common humanity
to-all; but to withhold it, from one
we truely love, and whose heart and
.mind bear. every 'genuinei,ih,aﬂ;, of
-the very soil proper for all the ami-
-able, manly, and generous yirtues
“to stake root, and bear 'vt,heir_ hea-
venly fr,ui:t'; inward, <conscious
‘(pe-a;ce, fame amongst men; public
love, tempqra_l,,;and -eternal. happi-
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man’s view: such are the ;usag'e_s, o
forms, ~mann_érs, ‘modes, proprieties,
- decorums, and all those numberless
ornamental little acquirements, and
genteel well-bred attentions, which
constitute a proper graceful, ami-
able, and noble behaviour. In mat-
ters of this kind, I am sure, your
own reason, to which I shall always
referyon, will at on‘cc-_tel.l yo;u, that
you 11iust, at first, make use of the v
;_éxperi»ence ‘of others; in effect, see
w«ith,theiqz eyes, or not be able to
see; at: all; for the ways of  the

avorld;as to its usages and exterior
manners, as well as to all things,of
expediency and prudential consi-
.derations, a moment’s reflection will

conyinee a mind as right as yours,
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must nécessarily ‘be to imexpe-
rienced ‘youth, with ever so fine
nataral 'parts, a terra incognita.
As' you would not therefore at-
tempt to form notions of ‘China or
Persia ‘but from those who have
travelled those countries, and the
“fidelity' and sagacity of whose re-~
lations you can trust ; so will you,
as little, I trust, prematurely form
notions of your own, concerning
‘that usage’ of the world (as it’is
called) into which you have not yet
‘travelled, and which must be long
studied and practised, before it can -
be tolerably well known. I~ can
‘tepeat nothing to you of so infinite

“consequence to' your: future wel-
fare, as to conjure you not to be
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hasty in taking upvn‘ko'tioiis'and opt-
nions : guard Jour honest and in-
genuous mind ag'.'aiﬁst' this main
danger of youth: with regard to
all things, that appear not to your
teason, after due examination, evi-
dent duties of honour, morality, or
religion, (and in all such as do, let”
your conscience and reason deter
mine your notions and conduct) in
all other matters, I say, be slow to
form opinions, keep your mind in
a candid state of suspence, and
open to full conviction when you
shall procure it, using in the mean
time the experience of a friend you
can trust, the sincerity of whose ad-
vice you will try and prove by your
own experience hereafter, when
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P EETTER VIE:

Bath, March 30, 1754..

MY DEAR NEPHEW,

I am much obliged to -
you for your kind remembraime
~and wishes for ‘my health. It is
much recovered by the regular fit
of gout, of which I am still lame
in both feet, and I may hope for
better health hereafter in conse-
quence. I have thought it long
since we conversed: Iwaited to be
able to give you a better account

E
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‘and give you the clearer knowledge
of them, by keeping them unmixed
with superfluous, vaim, empty trash.
Let me hear, my dear child, of your
French also; as well as of those
studies_which are more properly
university studies. I canmnot tell
you better how truly and tendérly
I love you, than by telling you I
am most solicitously bent on your
doing every thing that is right, and
laying the foundations of your fu-
ture happiness and figure in the
world, in such a course of inlproife—
~ ment, as will not fail to make you
a better man, while it makes you
iasanare kndwing one. Do you
rise early? 1 hope you have al-
ready made ._told yourself the habit
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_out exceptlon, the best and most

i mstructwe book we have on mat—
R :

[ Yery uscful and valuab}e matter. It was pub-

o lxshed in two parts, the first in 1647, the
> second in ]651 and was secretly reprinted in

; m“f(f)'72 and again in 1682 ; for which edition'the
5¢ipublisher ‘was indicted and outlawed. = After

1, the revolution a fourth edition was printed
__with a’p’advertiseme.nt, 'assertmcr, on the au-
y ‘th'*iéf Lord Chief Justice Vaughan, one of
 'Selden’s executors, that the groundwork of this
| book was laid by that great and learned man.
-~ And it is probably on the gronnd of thls asser-
~ tion that in the folio edmon of Bacon s book,
printed in 1739, it is said in the ‘title- page to
- have been ¢ collected from some manuscript
notes of John Selden, Esq.” But it does not
appear that this notion rests on any sufficient
evidence. It is however manifest from some
txupressions in the very unjust and'disparaging
account given of this work in N icholson’s
 Historical Liblar)‘r;' (patt i. p. 150,) that
1\atbamel Bacon was generally considered as
an imitator and follower of Selden,












'}';to;’be extracted in ’che best method

il
you can: but in general my advice

s Y

to you 1s, not to common—place

; upon paper but, as an eqmvalent

3

Pl

to it, to endeavoul to range and

ofls
methodize in your head what you

- féa‘d,@nd by so doing frequently

*'and habitually to fix matter in the

" mémory T desired you some time
“since to read Lord Clarendon’s

"'."Hlstory of the civil wars. I have

. lately 1ead a much honester and

~ more instructive book, of the same

period of history; it is the History

of the Parliament, by Thomas

h’iéy,* Escy &e. T will s‘end it to

* May, the translator of Lncan, had been
much countenanced by Charles the First, but

: ﬁntted the court on some personal disgust, and






LETTER X.

Pay Office, April 9, 1755.

MY DEAR NEPHEW,

I RE.'I(:)IVCE_‘ extremely to
' hear that your father and the girls
are not unentertained in their tra- -
vels 10 the mean time your tray"elsi
through the paths of literature,
arts, and ‘sciences, (a road, some-
timés set with flowers, and some--
times difficult, laborioﬁs, and ar-

duous,) are not only infinitely more
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. fﬂ' téﬁ.tyouéhouldbe interrupted (pro- '
 vided the interruption be not long)
_in the course of your reading by
* declaiming in defence of the The-
. sis you have so wisely chosen to
main’taiﬁ. It is true indeed that
the affirmative maxim, Omne solum
forti Patria est, has supported
some great and good men under
the persecutions of faction and
party injustice, and taught them

. to prefer an hespitable retreat tn

a: foreign land to an unnatural
mother-country. Some few such
may be found in ancient times: in
our @wn country also some ; such
was Algegnoon Sidney, Ludlow,
and others. But how dangerous is
it to trust frail, corrupt man, with

K
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LETTER XXIL

St. James's Square, Ang. 28, 1757

MY DEAR NEPHEW,

. NorTuive can g‘iiré me
- greater pleasure than the approach-
ing conclusion of a happy recon}
ciliation in the family. Your letter

"o " ** is the properest that can
be imagined, and, T doubt not, will
make the deepest impression on his
heart. I have been in much pain
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