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jtwas judged learning was most encouraged : though
indeed, both the universities were at that time the
wsé%ﬁ-of ignorance and superstiticn ; and what study
_%}fhs“eucoui'a‘géd was contined to perplexed systems
"of logic, and the subtilties of school divinity. So

| lated for very slender improvéments in real learning.
At the age however of sixteen, Mr. Gilpin was
enfered, upon the foundation, - at queen’s college in
| Osford : where we are informed his industry was
' very great, and easily reaped what knowledge the
soll produged. .
L “Erasmus about this time drew the attention of the
[learnéd world. With a noble freedom he shook off
| the prejudices of his education, boldly attacked the
reigning superstitions of popery; and exposed the
fazy and illiterate churchmen of those days. Such
a behaviour could ot but procure him many ene-
‘mies; and provoked ohjections to whatever he could
write. At QOxford particularly he was far from being
in general esteem. Our young student had however
 to0 muchjof the true spirit of a scholar to take any
| thing upon trust, or fo be prejudiced against an au-
thor from popular exceptious. Without listening
therefore to what was said, he took Erasmus into his
hands, and quickly discovered in him a treasure of
real learning, which he had in vain scught afterin the
writings then most in esteem. ‘
. But as he had now determined to apply himself fo
{ divinify, e made the Scriptures his chief'study ; and
Iset himself with great industry upon gaining a tho-
rough knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew Jan-
guages ; in the study of which he was much assisted
by Mr. Neal, a feliow of New-College, and after-
wards professor of Hebrew in Oxford.
. Hehad not been long in the universily, before ke
was taken notice of. He was thoughta young man
lof good parts, and consideratle learning; and they
{who were not s6 well qualiged to judge in either of
B .
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| that the best education of these times was only calcu-
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“these points, admired and loved him for the sweet-
ness of his disposition, and the unaffected sincerity
of his manners. At the usual term he took the
degree of master of arts, and about the same time
was elected fellow of his college. 2=
‘The reformed doctrines had hitherto made no pro-
gress in England ; and as Mr. Gilpin had been bred
up in the Romish church, he still continued a member
ofit. But though in appearance he was not dis-
satisfied with popery, yet it is not improbable that at|
this time he Liad his suspicions of it. The writings of|
Erasmus had put him upon freer inquiries than were
common in those days. = He had the discretion how-
“ever to keep to hims-‘éﬁ% whatever doubts they might
have raised in him; and before he said any thing
which might shake the faith of ethers, he determined
to establish his own. R : =
He had not long been settled in his fellowship,
before a public testimony was given to the reputaticn
he had acqaired. , Sl L5
Cardinal Wclsey was now at the heat of affairs ;
a minister, who not witlistanding his many vices,
enterfained many noble designs. lle saw the corrapt
state of monkery in the nation, was scandalized at
it, and began to think of some method to check its
progress. The monastic revenues he was conyvinced
might easily be applied to better uses ; particularly
in raising the credit of the universitics. He was
resolved therefore to make a trial; and with this
view obtained bulls fer the suppression of several
monasteries. Being thus enabled to carry on bhis
designs, he laid the loundation of Christ-church col-
lege in Oxford; and about this time finished it.
But his care extending farther than a mere endow-
- ment, ke had his.agents in many of the universigies
of Europe, to procure men of eminence, whom he
mighttransplant thither; and copies of the best beoks
then extant - for he designed that his college should
be the means of the restoration of learning in Eng-
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Mr. Gilpin’s chargcter was ‘then so great, that
one of the first in Oxford to wham the cardi~
gents applied. He accepted their proposal,
removed to Christ-church. 4
ere he continned his former studies; from the
_oft which, and the ingenuity and honesty of
disposition, it is highly probable he might in time
een led by his own reasonings to that discovery
uth he aimed at; but Providence rewarded a
'deavo?ﬂ* by throwing in' hi‘s-wayv’ehé( means of

> alnment of it. 2 S S
{ing Menry the eighth was now dead; and his
ng successor began in- earnest to support that
nse, which his father had only so far encouraged
it contributed to replenish an exhausted exche-
er, and gratify that pique which he had taken at
b holy see.  Undar this prince’s patronage, Peter’
artyr went to Oxford, wlere he read divinity-
tures in a’strain to which the university had been
le accustomed. He began withi'the corporal pre~
nce; the refutation of which error,-as it was ope
the earliest of popery, he thought would: mauch'
ock the credit of the Romish church: This was®
bked on’ as a declaration of war.- The bigoted
ere immediately in a flame. ““1f these novelties
ev:ailéd,-‘the peéce‘o‘f' the church was at an end—
thing but confusion: must ensue—religion was ute
ly ruined.” While this was the popular-clamour,.
e heads of the popish party began to rouse from
indolence’ they had' long indulged, and to.set
bout a more formidable opposition. "The chief of
them were Chedsey, Morgan, and Tresham; men’
bt unlearned for the times, but whose bigotry at
ast kept pace with-their learming. - S
The history of this religious war is foreign to our
hirpose. VW e are no otherwise concerned in it, than
S it relates to-Mr. Gilpin, His credit in the mni--
ersity was then so considerable, - that we ﬁnd the
opish party solicitous to engage him to side pubhcl‘ﬂ
B3 .






 disputants ; whose inflamed zeal, and
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ation was soon over. Mr. Gilpin bad nothing of
pride ‘of heart, through which men often delend
uspected opinions; but gave up his cause with that
race which always atteads gincerity. Fle owned
- that he ‘could not maintain it ; and deter-
ed to enter into no more controversies till he had
the full information of which he was in pursuit.
is ingenuous regard fot truth was shewn in the
dvantageous light by the bigolry of his fellow

fierceness ot
discovered little of the schelar, and less of

3

temper,

_the Christian. In his conduct appeared an honest
desire of information only; in tueirs, the pride of

opposition struggling against conviction: :
. Peter Martyr took notice of this difference of be
havigur, and would frequently say, that, ¢ As for
Chedsey, Morgan, ,'111d‘the'1"est of those bot-headed
zealots, he ‘could not in truth be much concernzd
about them ; but Gilpin seemed a man of such up-
rightness of Sntention, and so much sincerity, both in
'1{3‘ words and actions, that it went to his hieart to see
bim still involved in prejudice aud error. The rest,
e thought, weze otly a trifling, light sort of men,
I‘_%d 1nto an opposition more by vain glory, and a de-
site {o distinguish themselves, and support their
party, than through any better motives ; but Mr.
Gilpin’s ingenuity of behaviour, and irreproachable
life, left room for no such suspicion with regard to
him; and he could not but own, he considered his
_ ‘éSpousing any cause 2§ 2 very great credit to it.”
He would often likewise -tell his friends, ‘¢ It was
the subject of his daily prayers, that God would be
pleased at length to touch the heart of: this pious
papist with the kneowledge of true 1'eli.gxon.”—=—An.d
ie prayed not in vain; for Mr. Gilpin, from this
time, Lecame e“el‘y day more reconciled to the re-
formers. ; ; ; - ]
- Having been thus staggered by bls adversary’e.
| arguments, the first step he teok, after he had 1
: B :
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plored the divine assistance, was. to recollect, and
carefully commit to paper, the substance of what
had passed in this controversy ; and of those points,
in which he had been hardest pressed, he resolved to
enter into the strictest examination.’ ST

But before he could reconcile himself to this work,
many distracting scruples arose in bis mind. Though
he could not but discover something questionable
in many of his old opinions ; yet when he considered

_ they were still deeply rooted in the minds of almost
the whole nation, embraced by the greatest part of
Europe, and had been through many centuries sap- -
ported by the authority of princes and councils; he
thought great deference was due to so awful a ma-
Jority, and could not without much perplexity, think
of making his own private judgment a test of the:
public faith. Hjs suspicions however forced him at .
length upon an examination ; though with a design,
it is probable, to confirm, rather than confute. his
old opinions. But he soon found that t6 be an im-
possible task. The more he considered the tenets
of popery, the less defensible they appeared. If he
tried, them by reason, he found them utterly unable
to stand that proof; and if he endeavoured to re-
concile them with Scripture, he could not but ob-
serve, by what unnatural interpretations it was only
to be effected. ,

He endeavoured likewise to acquaint himself
with the history of popery, that he might discover in
what age its several questioned doctrines first ap-
peared. From this search into antiquity he ob-
served, that none of them obtained in the earlier
and purer ages of the Christian church, but were all
the inventions of later times, when ignorance and
credulity prevailed, and gave sofficient opportunity

- ﬁln- desig~nixxg men to establish any creed that suited
tiein. :

Seven sacraments, be found, had never been heard
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of before the time of Peter Lombard; which was
above cleven hundred yeass after Christ -

~ The denial 'of the cup to the laity appeared plainly

a doctrine intended, in corrupt times, to give a mys-
terious superiority to the clergy.. No traces of it
could be found till mear a thousand years after the
sacrament was first instituted. A i

The doctrine of transubstantiation took its rise in~
deed soomer ; -but not however till the eighth cen-
tary: at which time also the notion ‘of the Lord’s -

Supper being a propitiatory sacrifice was first-
heard of: . e :

Very late also appeared the doctrine of an action’s:
being morally good, without any regard to the inten-

tion to the doer ; commonly called the doctrine ef:
the opus operatum. It seemed plainly intended for-
10 other end but-to enrich its teachers. :

Thus, into whatdver part of popery he examined,
efound great abuses : the trae simplicity ad spirit

of Christiamity were gone; -totally lost in the inven--
tions of men.- But what he first began to object to.
i the popish creed, and was most disgusted at, were
_indulgences, prayers before images, and disallowing:
the public use cf the Scripture. -

The rites and ceremenies of the Romish church -
pleased him as little as its doctrines: many.of them:
Appeared trifling ; many of them ridiculous ; and net
a few plainly impious. That affected' ostentation,
.and theatrical pomp, ~which accompanied tl{en_n a]l,"w
seemed a strange deviation from the simplicity of
apostolic times; and had,- he could not but observe,
the worst influence upon the people, as-it le(j them
from the practice -of virtae, to put their trust in out-
ward performances. 3 i

They who have boen bred up in a purer religion,
may pérhaps wonder, thata map of so much sense
and learning, and especially of so much honesty and
Sincerity, needed so longﬁa course of reasoning to
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discover errors of so gross a kind. But if his con-
duct may not be accounted for by prejudice, it was
liowever such as will always be expected from a fair
mind in the same circumstances. The matter under -
his consideration was of the last importance ; it re-

- quired therefore the utmost caution: Iiis good
sense led him early 1o doubf; yet, considering what-
an established creed Lis doubts opposed, his humility
made those very doubts suspected. He knew not:
indeed how to proceed : lLie was distsacted by a thou-
sand seruples :“the fault might be in himself—or, it
might be n. his religion—papistand protestant could
-not both he in the right—either might be in the
wrong—yet each had something to say that was plau-
sible. . Ile hoped however that a merciful God
would regard the difficulties he had to streggle with,,
and exact nothing from him heyond his power—every
thing in his power he was determified to do. Agree-
ably to this resolution, be went on with the examina-
tion of religious matthers, omitling nothing that
could contribute to his due information.: :

- While he was engaged in this work, an event
fell cut,. which gave the last shock to his old pre-
Jjudices. : 25 Arag

Europe had now been so long distracted by reli-
gious dissensions, that it was universally thought ne-
cessary to summon a general council, which might
deliberate on the best expedients to remove them.

'This prevailing desire was listened to very heed- -
lessly at Rome. A scrutiny into religions matters -
was an alarming thing to every true papist. The.
consequence Was easily foreseen ; and the prudent -
pope was very unwilling to have the poul stirred,
lest it should be too evident how much it wanted
cleansing. . But discontent and clamour runping
high, and nothing gppearing likely to appease the

- umversal murmur but a council, one was at length
conveued.at Trent. The pope had now recourse to
an a‘ter-game. Since he could not avoid this dreaded
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council, hie contrived liowever to manage the mem-
' bers of it with such address, that his power, far from
* being shaken by them, was in fact only the more
confirmed. Tostead of repairing what was decayed, -
their only care was to prop the old ruin as it stoad.
But among all the measures then taken in support
- of ecclesiastical tyranny, the completest was a fiold -
decree, that the traditions of the church should be
‘esteemed of equal authority’ with the Seriptures.
thiomelves. e e e i
A determination of so extraordinary a nature was
received with astonishinent by every well-wisher to-
religion. < All opportunity (the reformers cried
out) is now lost! Since traditions are equal with
- Beripture, and these traditions are in the hands of
the conclave, it cannot be doubted, whose sense they
vill always speak. y The Romanists have now a {mnd
of authority for all theirsextravagancies. Alas! in--
stead of stopping the breach, they haye now so far’.
Widened it, ‘as to destroy all hope of its ever closing.
again.” : : !
Mr. Gilpin, amiong the rest, took great offence at
these proceedings. Hitherto, notwithstanding his~.
objections to popery, there was something in an es-
tablislied church which Le knew not how to get over.
The word schism greatly perplexed him :.nor conld
lie easily persuade himself of the lawfulness of a se-
paration from the charch of Rome, corrupt as slie:
¥as in other respeots,. while she professed to draw
ler rale of faith {rom the Seriptures. But when lie
found, by the publication of the council of Trent,.
that she had carried her authority to such an height
-of arrogance as to set up her own unwritten word
agamnst the Scriptures; it was high-ime, he thought,
for all sincere Christians to take the alazm. The
designs of the papisis were now too-pl.mr.x; and if
they meant well to religion, they meant it in such a
manner, that a good conscience coulc! not comply
With them, For himself; he was obliged-to- con--

B 6- J
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clude, from this direct opposition .of their own au-
thority to the authority’of Scripture, that their sole
view was to establish their declining power : nor could
he otherwise consider popery than as a “perplexed
system of priest-craft, superstition, and bigotry ; a
religion converted into a trade, and used only as a
cloak for the tyranny and avarice of its professors.-
In'a word, he thought it now sufficiently evident,
that the church of Rome was plainly antichristian ;
and that, as such, there was an absolute necessity
laid upon every true believer to forsake her com-
munion. ' g 2

Such were the cautious steps Mr. Gilpin took be-

fore he declared himself a protestant. His more
than' ordinary candour and sincerity, through this.
whole affair, met with much applause, and gained.
him great esteem. Many years -afterwards the earls
of Bedford and ILeicester, Jhaving heard there was
something very uncommon in his manner of proceed-
ing on this occasion, wanted to be more ‘acquainted
with the circumstances of it; and for that purpose
applied to Mr. George Gilpin, Bernard’s brother,
~who was on terms of great intimacy with those two
nollemen, and then in London. Accordingly this
gentleman, taking the opportunity of a visit to his
friends in the north, persuaded his brother to give
him in writing an exact account of the progress of
his change {ram the Romish religion.

Mr. Gilpin’s letter on this occasion is still extant.
As it will give a truer idea of his ingenuity and cau-
tion in this affair, than any narrative can, and as it
hath besides anoble strain of piety to recommend it,
I shall here transcribe the greatest partof it. It was
written indeed many years aftér the time now treated
of, and touches upon several facts not yet taken
notice of ; but ifs referehce to the present suhbject

niakes this the preperest place for laying it betore
the reader. * :
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LY ou require me to write, #in. a long discourse,
the manner of my conversion from superstition to
{he light of the Gospel ; which, 1 think you know,
‘was not in a few years. ‘As time and health will
permit, I will hide nothing from you, confessing my
own shame, and yet hoping with the apostle, I have
obtained mercy, because 1 did it ignorantly.’

< In king Edward’s time I was brought to dispute
against some assertions of Peter Martyx’; although
Lhave ever been given to eschew, so far as T might,
‘controversies and disputations. Being but a young
stadent, and finding my groundwork not so sure as
1 supposed, T went first to the bishop of Durham™, .
‘who told me that ¢ Innocent the third was much
oyerseen, to make transubstantiation an article of

faith.” He found great fault with the pope for indul-
gencies, and other things.

i After, T went to Dr. Redman, in whom I had
‘sreat trust for the fame of his virtue and learning.
~ Hetold me, < The communion-book was very godly,
_and agreeable to the Gospel.” These things made
me to muse. : ;

¢« Afterwards one of the fellows of the Queen’s--
vollege told me, bie heard Dr. Chedsey say amnong his
friend‘s, “ The protestants must yield to us in grant-
. ing the preSence of Christ in the sacrament, and we
must yield to them in“the opinion of transubstantia-
tion; 'so shall we accord.’ : y
“ Dr. Weston made a long sermon in defence of
tlie commupion in both kinds. G
‘“ Mr. Morgan told me, 1bat My, Ware, a man
most fameus both for life and learning, had told im
before his death, that ¢ The chig)t' sacrifice qf‘ lhez
church of God was the sacrifice of thanksgiving.
"Phis was Lis answer, when I desired to krow what
might be said for the sacrifice of the mass.

* éutbbert Tunstal.
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- “The best learned hishops likewise of this realmr
at that time withstood the supremacy-of thie pope,-
both with words and writing. * e _ganh
“ Mr. Harding coming newly from Italy, in a long.
and notable sermon did so lively set forth, and paint’
in their colours, the friars, and unlearned bishops as-
sembled at Trentin couneil; that he much diminished
“in me, and many others, the confidence we had in
general councils. = : Rk
“ All these things, and many more, gave me oc-
casion to search both the Scriptures and antient
fathers: whereby I began to see many great abuses,.
and some enormities, used and maintained in pepery ; .
and to like well of sundry reformations on the other
side. : - & :
“ Afterwards, in threeyears’ space, I saw so much
gross idolatry at Paris, Antwerp, and other places,.
that made me to mislike more and more the popish-
doctrines ; especially because the learned men dis--
allowed image-worship in their schools, and suffered:
it so grossly in their churches. : > '
“ As I could with small knowledge, I examined:
the mass: the greatest fault I then found was too.
much.reverence and gross worshipping of the gaping~
people; because T believed not transubstantiation.
Likewise: my conscience was grieved at the receiv--
_ ing of the priest alone.  Yet atlength I said mass a

few times as closely as I could. s

““ Ireasoned with-certain that were leatned of my-
acquaintance, why theyc wasno reformation of these
gross enormities about images; reliques, pilgrimages, -
buying mass and trentils, with many other things,
which in king Edward's fime the Catholics (so
calted) did not ouly grant to be far amiss, but also
promised that the chureh shonld be reformed, if ever
the anthority came into their hands again. When I
asked when this reformation was" to begin, in hope
whereof I was the more willing to return from Paris,
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-1 was answered, ¢ We may not grant to the ignorant
people, that any of these things bath been amiss &
if we do, they will straight infer other things may be
amiss as well as these, and still go further and fur-
‘ther.—This grieved me,, and made me seek for-
quietness in God’s word:: ne where else I could find
any stay. - e : ’
« After this, in two or three sermons at New-
‘castle, I began to utter my conscience more plainly :
when: thirteen or fourteen articles were drawn ap
against me, and sent to the bishop. Here my ad-
versaries of the.clergy, whom I had sore offended
by speaking against their pluralities, had that which
they looked for. They caused the bishop to call
me in their presence, and examine me touching tie
sacrament. 'Fhe bishop shewed favour so far, I
. trust, as he dwst;, uwrging me nothing with tran-
 substantiation, buf only with the real presence,
~ which I granted, and so was delivered at that time.:
- For the real presence, I was not then resolved ; but
ook it to be a.mystery above my capacity: yet my
conscience was somewhat wounded for granting be-
 fore them in plain words the thing whereof I stood
. in doubt. 3. F 2 ;
“ After queen Mary’s death I began to utter my
mind more plainly. Before (L must needs confess
my weakness) ignorance, and: fear of enemies, had
somewhat restrained me. .
‘< Thus, in process of time, I grew to.he stronger
and stronger ; yet many, grievous temptations and
" doubtsghave T had, which many nights have De-
reaved me of sleep. 5 i
‘¢ My nature hath evermore fled controversy so
much as I could. My delight and desire hath
been to preach Christ, and our salyatien by him,
in simplicity and truth; and to comfort myself with
the sweet promises of the Gospel, and in prayer.
< T have been always scrupulous, and troubled,
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either in subscribing,. or swearing to any thing, be-
side the Scriptures, and articles of our belief, be--
cause the Seripture ought ever to have a pre-emi-
nence above man's:writings.—I remember, when I
went for orders to the bishop: of Osford, his chap--
lain ministered an oath to- allow all such ordinances"
as were set forth, or should be set forth in-time to-
come : which oath when we considered better of it,
what it was to swear to things to come, we knew:
not what, it troubled not only me, but nine or ten’
more with me, men of much bettet learning than I'
was. I, for my part, resolved after that fo swear
to -no writing but with exception, as it agreed wilh-
the word of God.—What trouble I had when the-
oath was ministered by the bishops for the book of*
articles, agreed upon in 1562 and 1751, T have .
opened for quietness and discharge of my conscience
in another writing.—Anud .certainly, since' I took:
this order to open my faults in writing *, not pausing
- who knew them, so it might edify myself or others,-
I have found great ease and quietness of con--
science ; and am daily more edified, -comforted, and
confirmed, in reading the Scriptures. And this T
praise God for, that when I was most troubled, and -
weakest of all; my faith in God’s mercy was so strong,
that if I should then have departed this life, I had,
and have, a sure trust, that none of these doubts
would have hindered my salvation.” I hold fast one
sentence of+St. Paul, ‘ I have obtained mercy, in
that I did itin ignorance »and another of Job, * If
the Lord put me to death, yet will I trast im him.’
—Yet have I prayed God’s mercy many times for

* In another letter he thus speaks, “ I never had
doubts in religion in all my life, nor ever dissembled in
all my life, or committed any fault, which; so far as I
thought it might edify, or do good to others, and so far
as my remembrance served, I could not well find in my
heart to confess before all the world???
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lall these offences, infirmities, and ignorances; and -
is0 T will do so still, so long as I have to live in this
| world:” : Rk ! + £k

3 SECTION II. ;

We left Mr. Gilpin at Christ-church college i
| Oxford, now fully convineed of the errors of popery.
| An academic life, affording him most leisure for
i study, was the life he was most inclined to. He
‘had too just a sense of the duty of a clergyman to
be unacquainted with the qualifications requisite for-
| its discharge’; and too mean an opinion of himself
| to think he was yet master of them. He thought
more learning was necessary in that controversial
fage than he had yet acquired: and his chief argu-
ment with his friends, who were continually solicit-
ing him to leave the university, was that he was not
Jet enough’ instructed in religion himself to- be a
. teacher of it to others. It was an arduous task, he
said, especially at that time; and protestantism

_could not suffer more, than by the rawness and in-

experience of its teachers. :

These thoughts continued him at Oxford till the
thirty-fifth year of his age. ' About that time the
vicarage of Norton, - in the diocese of Durham,.

' falling vacant, his friends, who had interest to ob-
tain it for him, renewed ‘their solicitations, and at
!ength prevailed on him to accept it#. Acclm.'d—
Ingly a presentatign passed in his favour, which

* « While I was thus busied, I was drawn by certain
friends to accept a benefice, being very unwilling there-
unto. If T offended God in taking such a charge before

Lwas better learned, and better resolved in religion, I
cry God mercy ; and I doubt not but I have found mercy
in hig sight.”” * Extract of*a Jetter from Bernard Gilpin

to his brother. F :
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bears date, among king Edward’s grants, Novem-
ber,. 1652. © s o e
Before he went to reside, he was appointed to
preach before the king, at Greenwich. Strype, in
- his annals, seems to intimate, that Mr. Gilpin was
at that time famous for his preaching in the north,
and that it was on this account he was called on to
preach at court.” But there is little authority for
this. He does not seem to have been yet a preacher .
at all; at least, of any note. It is rather probable,
the only reason of his being sent to on:this eccasion,
was that he might give a public testimony of his
being well inclined to the Reformation: for the
heads of the protestant party were at this time very
scrupulous in the disposal of livings. “ It was then
ordere%” ‘says Heylin, in his Church-history, * that-
.'3on‘e should be presented unto any benefice in the
onation of the crown, till he had first preached be-
fore the king, and thereby passed his judgment and
approbation.” : Sl e o
.. The reigning vice of that age, as its historians
testify, was avarice, or more properly rapine. At
court all things: were venal ; ‘employments, honours,
favours of every kind. In the room of law and jus-
tice, gross bribery and wrong were common; - in
trade, grievous extortions and frauds. Every where
and every way the poor were vexed. But in the
country this rapacity was most observed, where the
oppressions exercised were so intolerable, that the
" - preceding year had seen great heats and murmur-
ings among the people, and some counties even in.
arms. " s = s :
"Of these things the preachers most in earnest
spoke with great freedom; particularly bishop La-
timer, who was the €ato of that age. Among
others Mr. Gilpin thought it became him to take
notice of evils so much complained of : accordingly
he made the avarice of the times his subject upon
the present occasion :- resolving with an honest free-

ISR
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dom to censure corruption, in whatever rank of men
he observed it.- - SR E
~ As he thought nothing his interest, but what was
. also his duty, he was swayed neither by hope nor
fear. He considered himself in some degree charge-
able with those vices, which he knew were prevail-

ing, and failed to rebuke.—A freedom of this nature
the times however allowed : for how little soever
there might he of the reality of virtue, there was
certainly much of ‘the profession of it: public de-
ference-at least was paid to it. :
. Mr. Gilpin’s plainness therefore. was very well
“taken, and recommended him to the notice of many:
persons of the first rank ; particularly to Sir Francis
‘Russel, and Sir Robert Dudley, afterwards the earls
-+of Bedford and Leicester; who from that time pro-
fessed a great regard for him: and; when in power,
‘Were always ready to patronize him. ;
~ These two noblemen were both great patrons of
virtue and letters ; but with very different views, as
they were indeed very different men. :
Bedford appeared at court with all the advantages
of birth. His father, the first earl of that name,
was one of the greatest men of his age,. eminent for .
unspotted honesty, and superior talents in war and:
peace. His son -purs;ued his steps, and though he
wanted his father’s great abilities, he was however a
Wise and an honest man, and acted afterwards a
cansiderable part in settling the Reformation under
izabeth ; to whose court he was avery great orna-
ment. He was a friend to merit from the real love
he bore to virtue. ol 56
Leicester, however accomplished in manyrespeets,
. Was a man of ambiguous character. He was how=

ever a great master in the arts of dissimulati;m ; and’
could act,- t he always attempted, even the worst
sl 5 3 c’an for the credit

part plausibly. He courted goodm

of their acquaintance. S
These noblemen were Mr. Gilpm's chief patrons:——s
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voluntary patrons, whom no application on his part
engaged. He received their offered friendship with
humility and gratitude, never intending to put it to
a trial.  This backwardness proceeded chiefly from:
an utter aversion to all solicitation for church prefer-
ment. The lord Bedford’s interest indeed he scru-
pled not to solicit occasionally for his friends : but
he never once asked, though much courted to it,
any favour of the earl of Leicester.
~ Mr. Gilpin is said likewise at'this time to have'
been taken notice of by secretary Cecil, -afterwards:
lord Burleigh, who obtained for him a general li-
cence for preaching. In granting these licences
great caution was then used : none but men of ap-
proved worth could apply for them with success
Upon looking over king Edward’s grants, it does"
not appear there were more than twoor three and
twenty thus licenced during that king’s reign:
Among these were the bishops Jewel; Grindal, and:
Coverdale. : : '

While Mr. Gilpin was at London, he frequently

visited Cuthbert 'Tunstal, biskop of Durham, who:
was his uncle, and had always-expressed a great re-
-gard for him. Tt is probable indeed, that his pa-
rents, in bringing him up to the church, might have:
a view to the bishop’s favour: but Tunstal was at
this time in.no capacity to serve him.

During the reign of Henry the eighth, this pre-
late had lived in great credit at court ;. was esteemed"
a man of abilities, a good scholar, and an able states-
man. His sovereign knew his.worth, advanced him
to the see of Darham, employed him much at home*
and abroad ; and at his death left him,. daring the
minority, one of the regents.of the kingdom.. But
in the succeeding reign his interest lessened. He'
Wwas not altogether satisfied with the changes daily
made in religion: and theugh he was enough in-
clined to give up some of the grosser tenets of po--
pery, yet.in general he favoured it, and was. always-

-
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in great esteem with the Romish party. This occa-
| sioned their making him privy to some treasonable
designs ; which, in his cautious way, he neither:
concurred in nor betrayed. The plot miscarried :
the bishop was indeed suspected, but nothing ap-

"'Ee@eg];f Some time afterwards when the duke of

' Somerset’s papers were seized, an unlucky letter

- was found, which fully detected his knowledge of

‘the matter. He was called immediately before the
council, tried by a special commission, found guilty
of misprision of treason, deprived, and committed to
the tower. Cieas e
~ Mk, Gilpin, having now stayed as long in London
as his business required, repaired .to his parish;

and immediately entered upon the duties of it. He

Mailed not, as occasion required, to use the king’s

licence in other parts of the country; but his own

parish he considered as the place where his chief
care was dué. Here he made it his principal en-
deavoﬂr te inculeate moral virtue ; and to dissuade

. from those vices, which he observed most preva-
lent. He seldom handled controversial points; be-
Ing afraid, lest, éndeavouring to instruct, he might
only mislead. For, however resolved he was against

{ Popery, he yet saw not the protestant cause in its
full strength; and was still scarcely settled in some
of -his religious opinions. Hence by degrees a dif-
fidence of himself arose, which gave him great un-
eaginess. He thought he had engaged too soon in
his office—that he could not sufficiently discharge
it—that he should not rest in giving his hearers
only moral instructions—that,. overspread as the
‘Country was with popish doctrines, ke did ill to pre-
‘tend to be a teacher of religion, if he were unable to
Oppose such errors. :

. These thoughts made every day a greater impres-
sion upon him. At length, quite unhappy, he gaﬁ'e
bishop Tunstal an account of his situation. The
bishOP’ who was -the farthest of any man from 3
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‘bigot, and liked him not the worse for his freedom
of inquiry, told him, As he was so uneasy, it was
his-advice, that he should think of mnothing till he
had fixed his religion: and that, in his opinion, he
-could not do better than put his parish into the
hands of some person, in whom he could cenfide,
and spend a year or two in Germany, France, and
Holland ; by which means he might have an opper- .
tunity of conversing with some of the most eminent
rofessors on both sides of the question. He ac-
quainted him likewise, that his going abroad at this
" time would do him also a considerable service : for,
during his coufinement, he had written two or three
books, particularly one upon the Lords Supper,
which he had a desire to publish ; and as this could
not be done so conveniently at home, he would be:
glad to have it done under his inspection at Paris.
This letter gave Mr. Gilpin much satisfaction : it -
just proposed his own wish. A conference with some
of the learned men abroad was what his heart had
long been set on. Only he had ane objection to the -
.scheme ; he was afvaid it might prove too expensive.
As to that, the bishop wrote, his benefice would
. do something towards his maintenance; and deii-
ciencies he would supply. : v i
. But this did not remove the difficulty. Mr. Gil-
})in’g notions of the pastoral care were so strict, that
1e thought no excuse could justify non-residence
for so considerable a time as he intended to’be
abroad. He could not therefore think of support-
ing himself with any part of the income of his liv-
ing. However, abroad ke was determined to go;
and resolved, if he staid the shorter time, to rely
only upon his frugal management of the little money
he bad ; and to leave the rest to the bishop’s gene-
rosity. : s
Having resigned his living therefore in favour of
a person, with whose abilities, and inclinations to
discharge the duties of it, he was well acquainted,

-

L.
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lie set out for London, to receive his ?ﬁzst&f)‘x‘(iérs from

the bishop, and to-embark, = 2

- The account of his resignation got to town before
him; and gave the bishop, anxious for his nephew’s
‘thriving in the world, great concern. “ Here are
your friends,” says he, * endeavouring to provide
for you ;. and you are taking every method to frus-
trate their endeavours. But be warned: by these
depend upon it, you will bring yourself pre-
a'morsel of bread.” Mr. Gilpin begged
hop would attribute what he had done to a
sertipulous conseience, which really would not per-
~mit him to act otherwise,  Conscience !” replied
e bishop ; “ wly you might have had a dispensa-
“ Will any dispensation,” answered Mr. Gil-
¢ restrain the tempter from endeayouring in my
(bsence, to corrupt the people committed to my
are? Alas! I fear It would be but an ill excuse for
the harm done my flock, if I should say, when God
| hall call me-to an sccount for my stewardship, that
Lwas ‘absent by dispensation.” This reply put the
bishop a little out of humour; but his disgust was
$00n over, and this instance of Mr. Gilpin’s since-
Nty raised him still higher in his mcle’s esteem.
| The bishop would frequently however chide him, us
M, Gilpin afterwards would tell his friends, for
i th,esﬁ‘ gualms of conscience ; and would be often re-
 Minding him, that, if he did not look better to his
Inferest, he would certainly die a beggar.

The bishop, puiting into his hands the books he
had written, gave him his last instructions, and
Parted with him in very good humour, So he took

¢ first opportunity of embarking for Holland.

v 0 smowrON HI. 17

diately to Tdechlin,

¥t lnding hewent imiié
pen his landing, be: that time

19 visit his brother George, who Was at
Pursuing his studies there.
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This visit was probably on a religious account; |
for George, though a man of virtue and learning,
seems to have been a zealous papist.. What in-
fluence his brother Bernard had over him does not
appear. We meet with him however soon after- |
~wards a warm advocate for the Reformation ; to for-
ward which, he translated, from the Dutch into
English, a very keen satire against popery, entitled,
The Beehive of the Roman Church. Upon Eliza-
beth’s accession, he applied himself to state affairs;
for which indeed he was now preparing himself a
Mechlin, where the civil law was much studied.
The earl of Bedford brought him to court; where
he was soon taken notice of by the queen ; to whom
he so well recommended himself by his dexterity
in business, that she made great use of Lim in her
negociations with the states of Holland, and kept
him many years in a public character in that country,
where he was in great esteem for his abilities and
integrity. 'We often find his name in the accounts
of those (ransactions. Molloy particularly, speaking
of some affairs then in: agitation, makes honourable’
mention of him, “ The Hans-towns,” says he,
“ procured, by an imperial edict, that the Xnglish
merchants associated in Embden and other places,
should be adjudged monopolists ; which was done
by Suderman, a great civilian. There was there at
that time for the queen as nimble a man as-Suder-
man, and be had the chancellor of Embden to second
him ; yet they could not stop the edict. But Gilpin
played his cards so well, that he'prevailed, the im-
perial ban shouald not be published till after the diet;:
and that in the mean time his imperial majesty should
send an ambassador to ‘England, to advertise the
queen of the edict.” : ; :

Mr. Gilpin having staid a few weeks with his
brother at Mechlin, went afterwards to Louvain,
where Le resolved to settle for some time, He mads
frequent excursions to- Antwerp, Ghent, Brussels,
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ng he might by this time have gotten over his
ples. o o) X
TS k‘gew he had a difficult province to manage;
termined to try his influence. He begged his
, therefore, to consider, ““ That he could mnot
ng abroad for want of money, as he might
huse—that he had already offended the
and that a second refusal might occasion an
each with him—that if it did not, yet the
top was now an old man—such benefices were
t every day to be had—and after the bishop’s death,
yas not likely to meet with a friend, who would
us press him to accept a living.” But nothing
d do: Bernard continued unmoved, and gave
answer to all his brother’s arguments, “¢That
conscience would not suffer him to comply.”.
rge answered, ¢ He might have his living as well
ltaken care of, as if’himself were there : besides, says
le, you have a bishop approving and advising the
step I recommend ; what would you desire more %’
a bishop’s judgment,” said Bernard, ¢ was to be
e rule of my actions, Ishould comply, but as I
m to stand or fall by my own, the case is different.”
. In short, George was obliged to desist, and Bernard
returned to Louvain, rather vexed that he had lost
30 much time on what appeared to him so trifling an
‘Occasion, e thought it however his duty to give
ﬂ‘e bishop his reasons for not accepting his kind
offer, which he did in the following letter :
" “Right honourable, and my singular good master,
‘myduty remembered inmost humble manner, pleaseth
ityour honour to be informed, that of late my bro-
ther wrote to me, that in any Wise I must meet him
at Mechlin ; for he must debate with me urgent
2 airs, sach as could not be dispatched by writing.
When we met, I perceived it was nothing else but
1o see if he could persuade me t0 t;!ke a benefice,
and to continue in stady at the university: which
if T had known to-be the cause of his sending f‘ox:
c? : :
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much is certain: the account of the queen’s death
met him upon the road, and puta stop to any farther
prosecution, - ; ) : _ 4

- SECTION V.
| Mr. Gilpin thus providentially rescued from his
enemies, returned to Houghton through crouds of
le, expressing the utmost joy, and blessing God
is deliverance. - : : i
i Elizabeth’s accession freed- him now from all res-
traint, and allowed him the liberty he had long wished
for, of speaking his mind plainly to his parishioners :
gh nebody bat himself thought the reserve he
hitherto used at all faulty. e
It was now his friend the bishop of Durham’s turn
uffer.  He and some other bishops refusing the:
oath of supremacy, were deprived and committed to
the tower. But this severity soon relaxed: to the
bishop of Durham especially, the government shewed
i much lenity as was thought consistent with the
reformation then carrying'on. He was recommended
tothe care of the archbishop of Canterbury; with
Whom he spent in great tranquillity the short re-
mainder of a very long life. ; e :
. This prelate had seen as great a variety of fortune |
Smost men ; be had lived in difficult and in easy:
times ; he had known hoth profestants and papists in
Power ; and yet from all parties, and in all revolu-
tions of go'vernmenti,‘ he had found favour. The
truth is, he was well versed in the art of temporiz-
g, and possessed a large share of that complying
bhilosophy, which taking offence at nothing, can
adapt itself to all things. When Henry the eighth
egan o innovaie, the bishop of Durham h_ad no
Sctuples.  'When his son went farther, still the
shop was quiet, and owed indeed bhis confinement
at the close of that reigh to his desire of confinuing
¥ i




50 The sze of Bernard thpm E

$0. Again, when queen Mary reversed what they
had done, with this too the bishop was satisfied, and
forgot all his former professions. Thus much how-
ever may justly be said of him, that upon all occa-
sions, and where no secular ends.were in view, he
shewed himself a man of great moderation: and
whether in his heart he was more papist or protes-
tant, to arbitrary proceedings however in either per-
suasion he’ was wholly averse. . Thus-he - thought
things were carried too far on one side in king Ed-
- ward’s time, and too far on the other in queen Mary's:
with both reigns he was dissatisfied, though he was
too great a lover of his ease to oppose them. But
as his days shortened, his conscience grew more
tender, and what he had done for king Henry and
king Edward, he refused to do again for queen Eli-
zabeth. Though the bishop of Salisbury is of opl-
nion, he was not withheld by any scruples, but such
as a sense of decency raised, from complying with
- that princess ; he was very old, and theught it-looked
better to undergo the same fate with his brethren,
_ than to be still changing *. = And this is the rather
_ probable, because many historians say, the late reign
had given him a great disgust to popery; and that
he would often ewn to archbishop Parker, he began
to think every day more favourably of the reformers.
—In private life his manners were very commend-
able. "He had an absolute commund over himself;
a temper which no accident could discompose ; great
humanity, and great good nature. = In learning, few
of his contemporaries were equal to him; none
more ready to patronize it. Of the offices of friend-
ship, he was a strict observer; and ‘was not only 2
favourer, but a zealous encourager of good mea. In
a word, where he was not immediately under the in-

fluence of court-maxims, he gave the example of 2
true Christian bishop.

* See Burnet's History of the Reformation,
o
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_ Mr. Gilpin, though deprived of the assistance of
jﬁxlgreat' prelate, soon experienced however, that
worth like his could never be left friendless. His
}npnt raised him friends wherever he was known ;
and though his piety was such, that he never pre-,
posed reputation as the ead of his actions; yet
perhaps few of his profession stood at this time
higher in the public esteem. He was respected,”
says the bishop of Chichester, ““ not only by the
more eminent churchmen, but by those of the first
rank in the nation.” = ;
- When the popish bishops were deprived, and
many sees became vacant, Mr. Gilpin’s frends at
‘court, particularly-the earl of Bedford, thoughtit a
%ﬁ?@d opportunity to use their interest in his favour.

e was recommended accordingly to the queen, as
roper person for one of the void bishoprics: on
fhich, as-he was a north-conntryman, she nominated
lim to that of Carlisle ; and the earl took immediate
tre that a congé d’elire, with her majesty’s recom-
hendation of him, should be sent down to the dean
and chapter of that see.

g Mr. .,(gilpiq, who knew nothing of what was going
forward in his favour, was greatly surprised at this
unexpected honour ; yet could not by any means
Persuade himself to acceptit. e sent a messenger
therefore with a letter to to the earl, expressing his
great obligations to her majesty and his lordship for
their favourable sentiments of him—but begged they
Would excuse his accepting theirintended kindness—
they had really thought of placing him in a station
¥hich he did not merit—he~must therefore remove
ftom himself a burden to which he, who was best
d0quainted with his own weakness, knew }1imself
Wequal —in the mean time he would not fail to do

IS utmost for the service of religion in an inferior
fmployment. g % 5 "
_‘The earl, upon the receipt of this Ietter, wﬁ
mmediately to Dr.|Sand?;. bishop of Worceste

; = > |
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who was then in London. As this prelate was in-
‘timately acquainted with Mr. Gilpin, and, as the
Dbishop of Chichester says, nearly related to him, the
earl supposed he could not be without his influence
.over him; and-therefore earnestly desired he would
tendeayour to,,p'ersuaffdévhis friend to think less meanly
of himself.. . '];1\%? bishop readily undertook the office,
.and wrote the sollowing letter to ‘Mr. Gilpin*.
“ My much respected kinsman, regarding not so
amuch your private interest, as the iterest of reli-
-~ gion, I did what I could, that the bishopric of Car-
_ Tlisle, might be secured to you : and the just charac:
_ ter I gave of you to the queen has, T doubt not, had
some weight with her majesty in her promotion of
‘you to that see; which not to mention the honour of
it, will ‘enable you to be of the utmost service to the
churéh of Christ—I am not ignorant how muth
rather you chuse a privale station: but if you con
sider the condition of the church at this time, you
cannot, I think, with a good conscienge, refuse this
burden ; especially as it is in a part of the kingdom,
where no man is thought fitter than yourself to be of
service to religion. Wherefore 1 charge you hefore
God, and as you will answer to him, that laying all
‘excuses aside, you refuse not to assist-your country,
and do what service you can to the church of God.—
Tn the mean time, 1 can inform you, that by the
queen’s favour you will have the bishopric just in the
condition in which Dr. Qglethorpe. left it ; nothing
shall be taken from it as hath been {rom some others:
Wherefore exhorting and beseeching you to be 0be
dient to God’s call herein, and not to~neglect.th3
duty of your function, I commend both you and this
whole business to the divine providence. Y our kins:
man and brother, “ EpwiN WORGESTER.
London, April 4, 1560. :
* The original is lost, but the bishop of Chichester 1%
preserved a latin translation of it, from which this is take
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- This letter, notwithstanding the pressing manner
in which it is written, was without effect. Mr.
Gilpin returned his thranks ; but as for the bishopric,
s determined, and he thought for very good
not to accept it.  Nor could all the persua-
his friends alter this resolution. Had he,.
asked him, any scruple of consgience about it Z
N one sense he had : “ The case,” says he, “ is-

bis: if any other bisheprie, besides Cailisle,.
¢ been offered” to me, T possibly might have ac-
cepted it: but in that diocese I have so many friends
_acquaintance, of whom T have not the best opi-
n, that ¥ must either connive at many irregulari--
or diaw upon myself so much hatred, that I
d be -less'..@{sl;e to do good there than any on’p

Mr. Gilpin thus persisting in his refusal, the bi--
 was at length given to Dr. Best, a man by
0 means undeserving of it.
 This prefate soon found he had entered upon &
1y disagreable and vesatious office. His cathe-
was filled with an illiterate set of men, who had
formerly monks: ¢ For,” as Camden tells us,
- greater part of the popish priests thought 1t
d turn to better account to rencunce the pope's
hority, and swear allegiance to the queen, were
or 1o other end than the exclusion of protestants-
 of their churches; and the relief of such of their
- party, who had been displaced.  This they
d dged=a piece of discretion highly meri_tonous, apd
:‘lrl‘,),P.ed the pope would be so good as dispeuse with-
their oath on sach an.occasion.” The diocese of
Carlisle was much in this sitnation;; and indeed the
People there were as strongly inclined tc_)vthe_s.uper-
Stitions of popery as the priests.  This disposition of
“ﬂ’.“? country, whetted by the prelates r}gld oppo-
Sition, who was not a man the most happily quahhejd.
©Omanage unraly tempers, began to shew "t‘:‘e]fm
Yery violont effec(s. 'The whole diocese Was 50011
S5 D 3. :
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more of the articless  His* curate having not these -
soruples; he hoped that lis subseription might satisty
the visitors. But he was mistaken; for the next
iday, when the clergy were assembled . to subscribe,
as an instance of respeet, Mr. Gilpin was first called
apon. The emergency allowed him no time for re-
flection.  He just considered with himself, that upon™
the whole, these alterations in religion were cer--
Mainly right—that he doubted only in a few imma--
terial points—and that if he should refuse, it might
keep others back. - He then took up the pen, and,-
vith some hesitation, at length subseribed. . After-
wards retiring, he'sent a letfer to the visitors, ae-
‘quainting them in what sense he subscribed the ar<
ticles ; which they accepted very favotrably. .
* The steat ignorance which at this time prevailed
over the nation, afforded a melancholy prospect to-
il who had the interest of religion at heart. Toit
Was owing that gross superstition which kept refor-
Mation every where so long at a stand; a supersti-
‘tion which was like to continue; for all the channels, .
;tbmﬂgh which knowledge could flow, were choaked
. There were few:schools in the nation; and
these as ill supplied as they were ‘endowed. The -
Wniversities were in the hands of bigots, collecting
their strength to defend absurdities to the utter neg—~
Bct of all good learning. At Cambridge indeed -
Some advances in wuseful literature were made ; Sir -
Jqlin Cleke, Roger Ascham#*, and a few others; -

* Sir John Cheke was fellow of St. Jobr’s, and after-
wards tutor to Bdward the Sixth. In-queen Mary’s time -
::'-}}e fled into Germany ; but by a trick was brought home,
i recanted.to -save his life; « A great example (says
Lloyd in his state worthies) of parts and ingenuity, of
failty ang infirmity, of repentance and piety.” Roger
Ascham was fellow of the same college ; and professor of.
atory in the universitys afterwards tutor and secretary
0 queen Elizabeth. He was a man of great learning,

By and pdiscretion.
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{fions; and if he.found it such as pleased him, he
“would provide for his education. = iy
| Nor did his-care end here. From scl ool he sent
_several to tWe universities, where he maintained
“them at his own expence. To others, who were in,
circumstances to do something for themselves, hie:
would give the farther assistance they needed ; and
thus induced many parents to allow their children a
{liberal education, who were otherwise. unequal, or
‘perhaps_disinclined, to it. While the church was
in possession of its immense wealth, the universities
were always full: but when this was taken away, it
soon appeared that the muses, unportioned, had
I'very few charms.. In king Edward’s reign, bishop
Tatimer caleulated, that even in that short space of
dime since the alienation of the church-lands, the two
universities were diminished by above ten thousand.
persons ; a number almost incredible. :
~ Nor did Mr. Gilpin think it enough to afford the
means only. of an academical education to these
U'young people, but endeavoured with the ntmost care:
‘fomake it as benaficial to them as-he could. He
'still considered himself as their proper guardian ;
and seemed to think himself bound to the public for
their being made useful members of it, as far as it
lay in his power to make them so. With this view
e held a punctual correspondence with their tutors;
and made the youths themselves likewise f}‘equegﬂy
write to him, and give him an account of their studies..
Several of their letters, chiefly preserved by baving
something of Mr. Gilpin’s written upon their backs,
still remain, and shew in how great veneration he
was held among them *.  So solicitous indeed was

* An extract from oneof these Jetters is worth prt;{s:;;'-
ing. Tt contains a curious account of that remar. a:
?Ckness in Oxford, which succeeded the black assize,

2 izinal is in latin.
it was afterwards called. The orig el you'have‘,

“ The terrible distemper aénong us,
DO
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. Henry Ayray. became -aftefwards provost of
-;Quéénis-colIEge in Oxford; where he was'in great
esteem for his abilities, and exemplarylife. ~
. George Carleton was a man of worth and learn-
‘ing, and very deservedly promoted to the see of
Chichester. It might have been added, that he was
‘much caressed and employed by James I. but the
favours of that undistinguished monarch reflected
‘no great honour upon the objects of them. To this
{good prelate the world is chiefly indebted for these
memorials of Mr. Gilpin’s life. - oS :
| Hugh Broughton, was indeed famous in his time,
‘and as a man of letters esteemed by many, butin
every other light despicable. He was a remarkable
_instance of the danger of learning without comnion -
‘sense. ~ During the younger part of his life he con-
fined himself to a college library, where his trifling
genius engaged- him chiefly in rabbinical learning,
in which he made a notable progress. Thus accom-
plished, he came abroad, with an opinion of himself
equalled only by his sovereign contempt for others.
‘As he wanted that modest diffidence which is the
nataral guard of a person unacquainted with the
“world, he soon inyolved himself in difficulties. Lon-
don was the scene where he first exposed himself.
Here for some time he paid a servile court to the
vulgar, in the capacity of a popular preacher : but -
 afterwards giving a freer scope to his vauity, he set
| Up aconventicle ; where assuming t!}e.alr of an ori-
ginal, he treated the opinions of the times, and all
‘who maintajned them, with an insufferable insolence
and scurrility.  Disappointed of his expected pre-
ferment, and thoroughly'mortiﬁed that his merit had
bsen so long 'dilsregarded, he withdrew into Ger-
many, Thither he carried his old temper, attack-
ing Jews in synagogues, and papists 1o ma%;—houses:
But he was soon glad to return into England ;
where having lived out all his credit, ﬁud‘beco’?ﬁ the_
¥ i
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_ But to return: while Mr. Gilpin was engaged in
(settling his school, he was for some time interrupted-

s

~ Theology, for so men called the maid,

~ Upon these volumes cast her melting eyes: -

- % And who shall now,” quoth she, * since Broughton’

- dead,. s - : ;

. Find out the treasure, which within you lies,
Shadowed in high and heavenly mysteries ? -

~ Ah! who shall now,”” quoth she, “to others tell

~ How earth’s great ancestor, old Adam fell,

Banished from flowery Eden, where he once did dwell ?

- ¢ What meant that monstrous man, whom Babel’s king:

‘Did in a troubled slumber once behold, 3
- Like huge Goliah, slain by David’s sling, .

.« Whose dreadful head, and curled locks were gold,
With breasts and’ I_nighty'arms of silver mould;

- Whose swelling belly and large sides were brass,
Whose legs were iron, feet of mingled mass,

Of which one part was clay, the other iron was'!

¢ What meant the lion, plumed in eagle’s wings:
What meant the bear, that inhis horrid jaw

. Three ribs of some devoured carcase brings: *

. What meant the leopard, which Belshazzar saw,.
With dreadful mouth and with'a murdering paw ;

" And what that all-devouring horned beast
With iron teeth, and with his horrid crest,

All this, and much besides, by Broughton was exprest..

¢« *Twas he that branched Messiah’s sacred stem
In curious knots, and traced his earthly race
From princely Adam to the noble Sem,
So down to him that held Coniali’s place,.
- And from his son to Mary full of grace,
“A heavenly maid, a blessed virgin wife,
Who highly favoured; gave the precmus’hfe,.
The ransona of a world from sin and Satan’s strife.

-« Twas he that graved the names of Jacqb’é sons
In that mysterious plate on1 Aaron’s breast: 3 ;J















65 T]ze L?e of Bernard. Gzlpm.

these meetmos they:consulted many pious: desngns.'
Induced by Mr. Gilpin's example, the bishop founded
a school at the place of his nativity in Lancashire ;.
the statutes of" which he brought to his frlend tore- |

v1se and correct.
)

-

SECTION VI
Ml Gﬂpmab]ameless life, hls reputatlon in the |
-world, his piety, his learning, and that uncommon re-
gard for truth, which he had always discovered,
made it the desu‘e of ‘persons of all religious persua-
sions to get him of their party,” and have their cause
credlted by his authority.

The dissenters made. “early proposals to him..
The Leformanon ‘had scarce obtamed a legal settle-
ment under Elizabeth, when. thai; party appeared.s
1ts origin was this.

The English protestants, whom thie Ma'u.m perse-
cution had driven fron ‘home, flying in great bodies
into Germany and Switzerland, settled at Frankfort,
Strasburgh, Arvow; Zuric, and Geneva. Of alf
these places Frankfort afforded them the kindest re-
ception.  Hare, by the favour of ths magistracy,
they obtained the joint use of a church with the dis-
tressed protestants of France, to whom Hikewise
Frankfort at that tim> afforded protection.. These
were chiefly Calvigists. “Religious prejudices be-
tween both parties were however liers laid ast ide.
Their circumstances as fellow-exiles in a foreign
Iand, and fellow-sufferers in a common cause, b=
spired them with mutaal tenderness: in one greal
opposition all others subsided; and protestant t and
l)d.plbt became the only d’stmct‘on Tn a word,
the English thinking their owa charch now dissolved,.
lmvmu no mateual objections, and bemg the less

body, fox the sake of peace-and convenience, recede.d
rom their l'tuwv, and conformed to the Freach.
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16 authors indeed mention this as an imposed
dition. Be it however as At will, the coalition
‘sooner known, than it gave the highest of-
nce to many of the English settled in other parts.
1t was scandalous,” they exclaimed, * to shew
iso littleregard. to an establishment which was formed
iwith so much wisdom, was so well calculated for all
the ends of religion, and for which their poor brethren
in England were at that time laying. down their
lives”” The truth of the case was, the argument
had heen before moved ; and this was only the re-
kindling‘of that {lame which John a Lasco had for-
merly raised *.  An opposition so very unseasonable
producet, as such oppositions generally do, the
worst effects.  Besides the 'scandal it every where
‘gave, _itfgngaged-,the;Frankfort English in a formal
‘defence of their proceedings ; and their passions
‘being excited, they began at length to maintain on
‘principle, what they at first espoused only for con-
venience. Accordingly, when they came home, they
revived the dispute with bitterness enough ; and be-
' came then as unreasonable in molesting, as they had
before been unreasonably molested: ~ Subtle men
will never be wanting, who have their sinister ends
1o serve by’-partyfquaﬁ'el_s._ A_n_c!‘th’u"s,.'SOme ambi-
tious spirits among the dissenters, wanting to make
themselves considerable, blew “up- the flame with
sreat vehemence : ‘It was as good,” they exclaimed,
“not to Bégin a reformation, as‘not to go through
with it—the church of England was not half reformed
—its doctrines ind

ced were {olerable, but its cere-

monies and government were popish and unchristian

* John a Lasco was @ native of Poland’; f‘rom'whe{nce
 being driven on the account of his religion, he retired into
+England;; Where{by the favour of Edward t_lge b.lxthf, Ih‘?

was allowed to open.a church for the-use of tho;e ]o_ his
own pel‘su-’..isiovi::. But he made only a bad'use 0 tns] in-
dulsence ; interfering very impertinently 1n the ecc e.sxf
astical controversies then on Fogts o7,
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‘—it was in vain 10 .boast of having thrown off the
Romish yoke abroad, while the nation groaned
under a lordly hierarchy at home—and for them-
selves, as they had been sufferers in the cause of re. .
ligion, they thought it was but right they should be -
consulted about the settlement of 1t.” This impru- |
dent language was. a melancholy presage to all who
~had real Christianity at heart. "It was answered,
¢ That things were now legally settled—that what-
ever could give just offence to the scrupulous had
been, it was thought, removed—that if they could
mot conform, a quiet non-conformity would be tole-
rated—and ihat the many incenveniences attending
even that change, which was absolutely necessary,
made it very disagreeable to think of another, which
was not so.” The lord Burleigh endeayoured to
conyince them how impossible jt was in things of |
this nature to give universal satisfaction, by shewing
them that even ameng themselves they could nof
agree upon. the terms of an accommodation.. And
Sir Francis Walsingham proposed to them from the |
queen, that a few things in the Established Charch,.
to*which they most objected, should be abolished. .
But they answered loftily, in the language of Moses,
““ That not an hoof should be left behind.” This ir-
_reconcileable temper gave great offence not only to
the churchmen, but to the‘more serious of their own
_persuasion.  The government from this time slight-
ing them, they appealéd to the people; and by the
popular artifice of decrying authority, they soon be- -
came considerable.—Such were the beginnings of
those dissentions which our prudent forelathers en-

tailed on their posterity !~ :

The dissenters “having thus formed their party
among the people, endeavoured to strengthen it by
soliciting every where the most creditable persons in
favour of it. Very early applications were made {0
Mr.Qllpm. His refusal of the bishopric of Carlisle
had given them favourable sentiments of him, and
[
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it hopes that in his heart e had no dislike to
r cause. But they soon found their mistake.
was whiolly dissatisfied with their proceedings.
ous disputes were in his opinion of such dan-
5 consequence, that he always thought when
hristianity, under any form of church govern-

lent, was once established in a country, that form
{oaght not to be altered,: unless blameable in some
material points. ‘¢ The reformation,” he said,
as just: essentials were there concerned. But
at present he saw no ground for dissatisfaction.
The church of England, he thought, gave no reason-
able offence.  Some things there might ‘be in it,
which had been perhaps as well avoided *: but to

 is probable he here means particularly the use of
mengs;‘;yhich-‘gave a good deal of offence at that time.
ishop Burnet, speaking of some letters he saw at
Jurich between Bullinger and some of the reformed bi-
shops, has the following pavagraph, which it will not be
J‘\*i}pmper.to quote at length,as it gives us a good idea of
those times. * B~ sl A s

< Most of these letters contain only the general news,
but Some were more important, and relate to the di:;puAtes ;
then on foot concerning the habits. of the clergy, which
gave the first beginnings to our unhappy divisions ; ‘and
by the letters, of which I read the originals, it appears
t:lj;&”‘the'bishops preserved their ancient habits rather in
compliance with the queen’s inclinations, than out of any
I!Mlig they had to them; so far were they from liking
them, that they plainly expressed their dislike of them.
'I.Eggel», in a letter bearing date the 8th of February, 1566,
Wishes® that the vestments, together with ‘all the other
femains of popery, might be thrown both out_of their
thurches, and out of the minds of the people, and laments
he queen’s fixedness to them : so thatshe would suffer no
thange to be made.—And in January the same yedr,
Andys writes to the same purpose. ° Contf:ndltur de
Yestibus papisticis utendis vel non utendis, dabit Deus l;:s
uoque finem.” * Disputes aré now on foot concerning the
Popish vestments, whether they should be used or not,




72 The Life of Bernard Gilpin.

disturb the peace of a nation for such trifles” e
thought,  was quite unchristian.”—And. indeed
what appeared to him chiefly blameable in the dis-
but God will put an end to these things.—Horn, bishop
of Winchester went further: for in a letter dated July 16,
1565, he_writes of the act concerning-the habits with
great regret; and expresses some hopes that it might be
‘repealed next session of parliament, if the popish patty
did not hinder it; and he seems to stand in doubt whether'
e should conform himself to it or not, upon. which he
desires Bullinger’s advice. And in many letters writ on
that subject, it is asserted, that both Cranmer and Ridley
intended to procure an act for abolishing the habits, an‘d
that they only defended their lawfulness, but not theit
fitness, and therefore they blamed private persons thit
refused to obey the laws.—Grindal in a letter dated the
27th of August, 1566, writes, that all the bishops, who
had been beyond the sea, had atstheir return dealt with
the quéen to let the matter of the habits fall: but she was
so prepossessed, that though they had all endeavoured:to
“~divert her from prosecuting that matter, ‘she cpn@inued
still inflexible.  This had made them resclve to submitf0
the laws, and to wait for a fit opportunity to reverse them.
He laments the ill: effects of® the opposition that some had
- made to them, which had extremely irritated the queens
spirit, so that she was now mueh more heated in thos"e
. matters than formerly ; he also thanks Bullinger, for th
etter he had writ, justifying the lawful use of the habit
which, he says, had done great service.—Cox, bishop of
Ely, in one of his letters, laments the aversion that they
found in the parliament to all the propositions that wer®
made for the reformation of abuses.—Jewel, in a letfer
dated the 22d of May, 1559, writcs that the queen refused
to be called head of the church, and adds, that that tisle
could not justly be given to any mortal, it being due only
to Christ; and that such titles had been so much abuse
by Antichrist, that they ought not to be anylonger ¢0™
tinued.—On all these passages I will make no reflection’
here: for I set them down only to shew what was the
sense of our chief churchmien at that time concerni®é
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senters, was, that heat of temper, with which they
propagated their opinions, and treated those ‘who
differed from them. Neither episcopal nor -presby-
’_teﬁpn,gdvem‘ment, nor caps, nor surplioes,:.xior»any
external things, were matters with him half so inte-
resting, as peace and charity among Christians: and-
this was his constant topic in all his oceasional con-
versations with that party. - . { e s '
- Such however was the opinion they entertained of
lim, that notwithstanding these casual intimations
of his dislike to them, they still persisted in their en-
deavours to gain him to their side. The chief of
them failed not to set before him what they had to
say of most weight against the established discipline;
and a person of esteemed abilities among them came
o parpose from Cambridge to diseourse with him -
on the best form- of ecclesiastical government. But
this agent did his cause little credit. With no great
kaming he had an insupportable vanity; and seemed
rW‘take it for granted, that himself and Calvin were
fie two greatest men in the world. His discourse
had nothing of argumentin it; an indecent invective
| sgainst episcopacy was the sam of it.  He was so
full of himself, that Mr. Gilpin thought it to no pur-
pose to reason with him, and therefore a}voided what-
ever could lead them into a dispute. :
Some time after Mr. Gilpin heard, that his late
Visitant had 'report_ed him to have affirmed, speakmg
about the primitive times, that * the virtues of the
moderns were not eqaal even to the infirmities of the
fathers.” He said indeed he remembered some such
thing coming from him; bt not in the pointed man-
Der in which it was represented. His adyersary
bad been decrying the fathers greatly, declaring

‘those matters,’ which have since engaged us in such warm
o inconsiderable

ad angry disputes; and this may be no in
'?‘“‘uctim};»to fne that intends to write the history of that
lime.” _Dr, Burpet's T rawl;;; let. 1.

Lt
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there were men in this age much their superior
plainly intimating whom he principally intended.
Such arrogance, Mr. Gilpin said, he was desirous {o|
mortify ; and meant it of such moderns as him, when
he asserted that their virtues were not equal to the
infirmities of the fathers. , .

'The success the dissenters had mef with in their
private applications, encouraged them to try what
farther might be had by a public attack on the na-
tional church. Their great champion was Dr, Cart
wright, who wrote with much bitterness against it
His beok was immediately dispersed over the nation,
received by the party with loud acclamations, and
-every where considered as unanswerable.

~Soon after it was published, it was zealously put
into Mr. Gilpin’s hands. The gentleman who sent
it, one Dr. Birch, a warm friend to the principles
advanced in it, desired he weould read it carefully
and communicate to him his remarks. But very
impatient for them, he sent a messenger, before Mi-
‘Gilpin had read the book half through. He returnad
it however, with the following lincs, which shew his
-opinion of .church-government in general. -

.+ Multa quidem legi, sed plura legenda reliqui ;
Posthae, cum dabitur copia, cuncta legam.
Optant ut Careat maculis ecclesia cunctis;
Preesens vita negat; vita futura dabit.”

Though Mr. Gilpin was thus greatly dissatistied
with the disorderly zeal which the more violent of
.t-he dissenters -expressed,\ attended, as he observe
it was, with such fatal consequences, he confined
however, his dislike to their errors: to their persons
he bore not the least.ill-will. Nay, one of the most
intimate friends he ever had was Mr. Lever, a minis-
ter of their persuasion, and a svfferer in their cause:

.This gentleman had been head of a college in Can-
bridge, and afterwards prebendary of Durbam, and
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master of Sherborn hospital. He was a man of good
arts, considerable learning, and very exemplary
piety ; and had been esteemed in king Edward’s time
an eminent and bold preacher. Durmg the succeed-
ing confusion he settled ‘at Arrow in Switzerland,
‘where he was teacher to a congregation of English
exiles. Here he became a favourer of Calvin’s
‘opinions ; and at his return home was considered as
one of the principal of the dissenting party. The
very great indiscretions already ‘mentioned, of a few
violent men, soon made that whole party obnoxious
to the government; to which nothing perhaps con~
fributed more than the seditious application of that
doctrine to Elizabeth, which had been formerly pro-
pagated against female government by ‘Knox and
Goodman in _the reign of her sister. This was touch-
ing that jealous qucen in a very sensible part; and
induced her, perhaps too rigorously, though she was
really ill used, to préss uniformity.—Among others
Mr. Lever suffered : he was convened before the
archbishop of York, and deprived of his ecclesias-
fical preferment. Many of the cooler churchmen
thought him hardly dealt with, as he was really a
moderate man, and not forward in oppgsing the re-
‘ceived opinions. s .
Mr. Gilpin was among thosé who pitied his treat-

ment ; nor did he scruple to express his usual regard
for him, though it was nota thing the most agreeable
to his superiors. But he had too much honour to
‘sacrifice friendship to popular préjudice; and thought,
that they, who agreed in essentials, should not be
estranged from each other for their different senti-
ments on points of less importance.

_ As Mr. Gilpin was thus solicited on one band by
the dissenters, so was he on the other by the papists.
Ithad'long been a mortification to all the well-mean-
ing of that persuasion, that so good a man bad left
their communion ; and no methods were left untried
to bring him back. But his2 change had been a work

\ : E
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of too much caution to be repented of: so that 3ll
their endeavours proved, as it was easy to suppose
they would, ineffectual. ' i i
- A letter of his, written upon an occasion of this |
kind, may here not improperly be inserted, to shew
how well satisfied he was at this time with having
left the church of Rome; and how unlikely it was
that he should ever again become a member of it,
I wish I could give thisletter in its original simpli-
city. The manuscript indeed is still extant; but
it 1s so mutilated, that it is impossihle to transeribe
a fair copy. The bishopof Chichester however hath
given a Latin translation of it, from which I shall
take as much asis worth preserving. It was written
in answer to a long letter {rom one Mr. Gelthorpe,
arelation of Mr. Gilpin’s, who being a warm papist
himself, was very uneasy that his kinsman and friend
should be a protestant ; concluding his letter thus:
“———=_Now, I beseech you; remember what God
hath called you to; and beware of passionate doings.
T know you have suffered under great slanders and
evil reports ; vet you may, by God’s grace, bridle all
affections, and be an upright men. The report of
vou is great at London, and in all other places; so
that in my opinion you shall”in these days, even
shortly, either do,much good, leaning to the {ruth;
- or else (which I pray God turnp away from us!) yot
shall do as much evil to the chiurch as ever Arius did."

To this letter the following whs Mr. Gilpin’s
answer. ; e {
« > “I received your letter when I had very little time
_to answer it, as the bearer can inform you. I did
not care however to send him back without some
return, though in the latter part of your letter you
say enough to tempt me to doso. For what encou-
ragement have I to write, when you tell me, you are
predetermined not to be persuaded! It could not
hut damp-the prophet’s zeal, when he cried ouf,
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(Hear the werd of the Lord; to be answered bya
stabborn people, ‘ We will not hear’—But let us
leave events to God, who can soften the heart of man,
mdgiVe_‘sense to ,t'l'.!'e deaf adder, which shutteth her
gars. : ' £ 0
- “Yon look back, you say, upon past ages. But
how far? If you would carry your view as high
as Christ, and his apostles; nay, only as high as
the primitive times, and examine them without pre-
judice ; you could not but see a strange alteration
of things, and acknowledge that a thousand errors
and absurdities have crept into the church, while
men slepty = - = :
¥ f{fft grieves me to hear you talk .of your concern
for the suppression of abbies and monasteries; num-
bers even of your own communion have confessed,
that it was impossible for them to stand longer,
They were grown into such monstrous sanctuaries of
é’ce, that their cry, no doubt, like that of Sodom,
iscended into the ears of God. Besides, consider
what pests they were to all good learning and reli-
gion ; how they preyed wupon all the rectories in th~
kingdom ; amassing to themselves, for the support
of their vices, that wealth, which was meant by pious
founders for the maintenance of industrious clergy-
men.. - 2t € )

““He that cometh to God, you say,miust believe.
‘Without doubt: but1'would have yoa consider, that
eligions faith’can have no foundation but the word
ofGod. He, whose creed is founded upon bulls,
indulgences, and such trumpery, can have no true
faith. - All these things will vanish, where the word of

God hath efficacy. g

“You say, you cannot see any thing in the Ro-

Mish church contrarysto the Gospel : I should think,

if you looked narrowly into it, you _mlght see the

Gospel entirely rejected ; and in its room, legends,

traditions,-and a thousand other absurdities intro-

duced,— But this is an extensive subject, a“d.l have

E3 : A
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little leisure. Seme other time probably I may write
more largely upon these points. May God in. the
mean time open your eyes to see the abomination
of the city upon seven hills” Rev. xvii.. Consult St.
Jerome upon this passage. :

“You use the phrase,  If you should now begin
to drink of another cup; whereas you never drank
of any cup at all. How can you defend, I would
gladly know, this single corruption ; or reconcile it
with that express command of Christ, ¢ Drink ye all
of “this; I am sure, if you can defend it, it was more
than any of your learned doctors at Louvain could
do, as I myself can witness. -

‘¢ As to our being called heretics, and avoided by
you, we are extremely indifferent: we appeal from
your uncharitable censures to Almighty God ; and;
say with St. Paul, ¢ we little esteem to be judged of
you, itis the Lord who judgeth us.’ ;

«« But you say it is dangerous to heag us. ~ So sail
the persecatars of St. Stephen, and stopped theit
ears. So likewise Amaziah behaved to the prophet
Amos. David likewise speaks of such men, com
paring them ‘to the deaf adder, which stoppeth her
ears”  And we have instances of the same kind of
bigotry in the writings of the evangelists; where we
often read of men, whose minds the god of this world
hath blinded. = :

“ As for the terrible threatenings of your bishop,
we are under no apprehension from them. They
are calculated only for the nursery. Erasmus pro”
perly calls them bruta fulmina. If the pope and his
cardinals, who_curse us ‘with so much bitterness,
were like Peter and Paul ; if they discovered that
fervent charity; that extensive benevolence, and noble
zeal in their master’s cause, which distinguished thos®
apostles, then were theré some reason tasdread ther
censures : but alas! they have changed the humilif
of Peter into the pride of Lucifer; the labours &t
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poverty of Apostles info-tlie sloth andJuxury of eas--
tern monarchs. . ] Bl
~ 1 am far from thinking there is no- difference
hetween consubstantiality and transubstantiation.
The former undoubtedly bath many texts of Secrip-
tare fot its support ; the [atter certainly none: nay,
it hath so confounded many of its most zealous as-
sertors, Scotus, Oecam, Biel, and others, that it is®
plain how perplexed they are to get over the many-
difficulties thatavisefrom it. Indeed Scotus thought, -
a5 bishop Tunstal would ingenuously confess, that
the church had better make use of some less la-
houred exposition of those wordsin Scripture. And
the good bishop himself likewise, though he would
have men sp’eak‘.r'everently of the sacrament, as the
primitive church did, yet always said that transub-
stantiation might well have been let alone. As to
what Mr. Chedsey said, *‘ That the catholics would”
do well to give way in the article of transubstantia--
fion; T- cannot say I heard him speak the words:
‘myself, but T had them from a person who did.
T am far from agreeing*with you, that the lives:
of so many vicious popes should be passed over in-.
silence. - If the vices of chaurchmen should thus be-
concealed, T know not how you'will defend Christ
for rebuking the pharisees, who were the holy fa—
thers of those times : or the prophet Isaiah, who is for
having good and evil distinguished ;" and denounces:
acurse upon those, ‘ who call him holy that is not’
holy:’ or St. Bernard likewise, who scrup}eg not to:
Gll some wicked priests in his time the ministers of
Antichrist. Such examples may excuse-us. ‘
¢ Five sacraments, yoa say, are rejected by us.
ou_mistake : we use them still as the Scripture
authorizes, Nay, even fo the name o soeent
We have no objection ; only suffer us to give our own
explanation of it. I find washing of feet, and many
other things of the same k‘iind , are called sacraments
E
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by some old writers ; but the fathers, and some of the
best of the schoolmen are of opinion, that only bap-
tism and the Lord’s Supper can properly be called
sacraments. , :

“J am surprised’to hear-you establish on a few
easy passages in St. Pail, the several ridiculous
ceremonies of the mass surely you cannot be igno-
rant, that most of them were invented long after-
wards by the bishops of Rome—How much you oh-
serve St.Paul upon other occasions, is evident from
your strange abuse of the institution of bread and
wine. There it signifies nothing what the apostle
says: tradition is the better authority:

“* You tell me you can prove the use of prayers for
the dead from Scripture. I know you mean the book .
of Maccabees. But our church follows the opinion
of the fathers in saying, that these books are profit-
able for manners, but not to be used in establishing
doctrines. =

“ St. Austin, you say, doubts whether there be’
not a purgatory. And so because he doubts it, the |
church of Rome establisheth it as an article of faith.
Now I think if she had reasoned right from the
saint’s doubts, she should at least have left it indif-
ferent. Faith, you know St. James says, -ought
not to waver. 'The bishop of Rochester, who wasa
diligent searcher into antiquity, says, that among the
antients there is little or no mention made of purga-
tory. Formyself, I am apt to think, it was first intro-
duced by that grand popish traffick of indulgences.

““As to what you say about the invocation of
saints, St. Austin, you know, himself exhorteth his
readers not to ground their faith upon his writings,
but on the Scriptures. And indeed, T think, there
. 18 nothing in the whole word of God more plainly

declared to us than this, that God alone must be the

°¥‘Jef't C{f our adoration. ¢ How shall they call o8
him, saith St. Paul, ‘in whom they have mnot be-
Yeved? If we believe in one God only, why should
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we pray to any more? The popish distinction be
tween invocation and advecation, is poor sophistry.
As we are told, we must pray only to one God, so
we read likewise of only one advocate with the father,
Jesus Christ the righteous.—You say you believe.
in the communion of saints ; and infer, that no.com-
munion with them can subsist, unless we pray to
them : but our -church understands quite another
thing by the communion of saifts : for the word saint
is a common Scripture epithet for a good Christian;
nor doth it once signify, in either testament, as far
as I can remember, a departed soul : nay, sometimes
the words are very express, as in the sixteenth psalm,
“T'o the saints which be on earth.” If any man ever
had a communion with the saints in heaven, surely
David had it: but he never speaks of any commu-
nion with which ‘he: was acquainted, but with the
saints on earth.—And thus likewise St. John speaks,
.‘What we ,have seen and known, that declare we
unto you, thatyou may have fellowship, or commg-
nion with us, and that our communion may be swith
God, and with his son Jesus Christ.” 1 John i.3.
UAll the members of the church of Christ haye com-
Munion among themselves : which communion con-
sists chiefly in mutual prayers and preaching. Se-
eondly, the,church of Christ hath communion with
the father ‘and the,_so%‘,’ or with the father through
the son.  That such communion as this exists, we
lave good authority; but ?ne atv‘jall for a belief in
a‘communion with departed souls: these, as L ob-
served before, are neyer in Scriptare called saints ;¢
'but'genéralljr described by some such periphr Sase
‘The congregation of the ﬁrb’}‘-l?o_m Jn heaven; er,
“ the spirits of just men madeperfect. In the next
world probably with these likewise: we may have'
communion ; but ‘they who expect it this, must
either bring Scripture for what they say, or come
under our Saviour’s censure, ‘In yain .do ye worsh)g
We, teaching for dootrines the traditions of men:

E5 -
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Matt. xv. 9.—Indeed, by the custom of late ages
departed souls are called saints; butI hope I need
not inform you that the Holy Seripture is a more
proper ditectory, than the custom of any age—But
it is needless to dispute upon this point, because
even the most zealous defenders of it -acknowledge
it to be a thing indifferent, whether we pray imme-
diately to God, or through the mediation of saints,
“And ifit be a thing indifferent, sure a wise man
knows what to do. o Vo :

“As for what you say about images, and fasting,
(the proper use of which latter God forbid thatI
should say any thing against) together with your
arguments in favour of reliques, and exorcisms, I
could without any sort of difficulty reply to them:
but at this time you really must excuse me: it i
not an apology of course whew [ assure you, that
I am now extremely busy. You will the more easily
believe me, when I tell you T am at present withont:
a curate ; and that I am likewise a good deal out of
order, and hardly able to undergo the necessary fatt-
gues of my office. : ' : ;

“Asito your not choosing to come to Houghtoa
on a Sunday for fear of offending my people, to say
the truth, except you will come to church, which
I think you might do very well, T should not much
~desire.t_o see you on that'day’;‘ for country [)63‘?l’]e
are strangely given to copy a bad example; and
will unlearn more in g day, than they have been
learning for' a month.—You must excuse myfree-
“dom: you khow my heart ; and how gladly T would
have it ta say, < Ofthose whom thou gavest me have
Llost none.” Baut on any other day, or if you will
come on Sunday night, and stay a week with me,
shall be glad to see you. We may then talk over
these things with more freedom: and though, as
observed before, the latter part of your letter gives
me mo great encouragement, yet I will endeavou
to have a hétter hope of you, than you have of your~
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slf. St. Paul, in the early part of his life, was fully
ersuaded that he should diea pharisee, and an enemy
"to the cross of Christ: but there was a reserve of
mercy in store for him; and through God’s grace,
his heart became so changed, that he suffered per-
secation himself for that name, which it had been.
before his ambition te persecute. it
© “ Maythe great God of heaven make you an object
of the same mercy, and by the spirit of knowledge
lead your mind into all-trath.. Bty ;
’ “ I'am, &c. _
“BERNARD GILPIN.”

SECTION VIL. .

The public generally sees us in disguise: the case-
i, we ordinarily pay a greater deference to the world’s -
opinion than to our own conseiences. Hence aman’s-
real merit is very improperly estimated. from the
" more exposed part of*his behaviour.
' The passages of Mr. Gilpin’s life already col--
lected, are chiefly of a public nature;. if we may
thus call any action of:a life so private. To place-
hismerit therefore in ifs-truest. light,.it will be neees--
sary to accompany him in his retirement ; and view
his ordinary- behaviour, from which all restraint was .
taken off:. e P
When he first took upen‘him the care of a parish,
he set himself to ‘consider how he might best per-
form the ‘charge iatrusted to him. The pastoral eare -
tare be saw,. was much neglected : the greater part
of the clergy, he could net but cbserve, were scan-
dalously negligent of it ; and even ‘tl}ey’, -who seemed
desirous of being accounted serious in the discharge
of their ministry, too often, he thbught, considered
itin a light widely different from its true one. Some, .
le observed, made it consist in asserting the rights.
EG e
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of the church, and the dignity of their function:
others, in a strenuous opposition to the prevailing
sectaries, and a zealous attachment to the established"
church-government; a third sort, ih examining the
speculative points, and mystical parts of religion:
~ few of them in the mean time considering, eitherin
- what the true dignity of the ministerial character con:
sisted; ‘or the onlyend for which church-government
was at all established; or the practical influence
which can alone make speculative points worth our
attention.—All this he_observed with cencern, re-
solving to pursue a different path; and to follow the
laudable example of those few, who made the pas-
toral care to consist in a strenuous endeavour to |
* amend the lives of those they were concerned with,
and to promote their truest happiness both here and
hereafter. - : X :
The strange disorder of that part of the country
where his lot fell, hath already been observed. The|
extreme of ignorance, and of course of” saperstition,
- was its eharacteristic. The great care of Parker,
~archbishop of Canterbury, his frequent and strict
vigitations, his severe inquiries into the ministry of
the clergy, and manners of the laity, had made a very
yisible alteration in the southern parts of England;
«  but in thenorth, reformation went on but sluggishly
", The indolent'archbishop of York slept over his pro-
vince. Inwhat great disorder the good bishop Grin
~ dal found it, upon-his translation thither, in the year
1570, appears from his episcopal injunctions, among
which itis ordered, that ne pedlarsiould be admitted
- %o sell his wares in the church porch in time of
service—that parish clerks should be able to read—
that no lordxg. of misrule, or summer lords and ladies,
or ahy disguided persens, morrice-dancers, or others, |
should come irreverently into the church, or playan)
unseemly parts with scoffs, jests, wanton gestures
or ribald talk, in the time of divine service.—Fro® |




The Life of Bernard Gilpin. 85

these things we may conceive the state of the parish
of Houghton, whén Mr. Gilpin came there.
| He set out with making it his endeayour to gain
* the affection of his parishioners. Many of his papers
shew how material a point he considered this. To
¢ succeed in it however he used no servile compliances:
“he would have his means good, as well as bis end.
His behaviour was free without familiarity ; and in-
sinuatiqg without art: he condescended to the weak,
bore with the passionate, complied with the scrupu-
lous ; and in a truly apostolic manner, *“ became all
i things to all men?” ~ By these means he gained migh-
tily upon his neighbours, and convinced them Low
heartily he was their friend. : ”
To his humanity and courtesy he added an unwea-
iried application to the duties of his function. - He
was ‘not satisfied with the advice he gave in publie,
but used to instruct in private; and brought his
parishioners to come to him with their doubts and
difficulties. He had an engaging manner towards
those, whombie thought well-disposed : nay his very
reproof was so conducted, that it seldom gave offence ;
the becoming gentleness with which it was urged
made it always appear the effect of friendship. Thus
laying himself omt in_ admonishing the vicious, and
encouraging the well-intentioned, ina few years he
made a greater change in his neighbeurhood, th_an
eould well have been imagined—a renmarkable in-
stance, what reformation a single man may effect,
- when be hath it earnestly atheart. =
But his hopes were not somuch in the present, as
in the succeeding generation. It was an easier task,
he found, to prevent vice than to correct it: to form
good habits in the young, than to al_ne{fd bad habits
in the old. He laid out much of his time therefore
in an endeavour to improve the minds of the younger
part of his parish. Nor did he only take notice of
those within bis school, but in general extended his

6
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care through the whole place: suffcring none to grow
up in an ignorance of their duty: but pressing it as
the' wisest part to mix religion with their labour; and

ramidst the cares of this life to have a constant eye:
upon the next. . : '

Nor did he omit whatever besides might be of
service to his parishioners. ey i
He was very assiduous in preventing law suits:

among them. His hall was often threnged yith peo-
ple who came to bim with their differences. He was.
not indeed much acquainted with law, but he could’
decide equitably, and that satisfied : nor could his:
sovereign’s commission have given more weight than.
his own character gave him.. Bl
~ He had a just concern for all under affliction ; and’
Wwas a much readier visitant at the house of mourning, -
than at that of feasting : and his large fand of-read- .
ing and experience always furnished something that:
was properly affecting. Hence he was- considered:
as a. good angel by all in: distress.—When the infir--
‘mities of age came upon him, and he grew less able
to endure exercise, it was his cuslom to write letters
of consolation to such-as were in afftiction *. .

# The following Ietter of this kind the reader-may per--
‘haps think worth his.perusal. S

¢« After my most due commendations, I beseech yous:
gentle Mrs. Carr, diligently to call to mind how mercis
fully God hath. dealt with you in many respects. He-
hath given you a gentleman of worship to be your bus.
band; one that I know loveth you dearly, as a.Christian:
man should love his wife. And by him God hath blessed -
you:with a goodly family of children, which both you and.,
your husband must take to be the favourable and free gift-
of God.— But, good Mrs. Carr, you must.understand that
both 'that' gift of God, and all others, and we ourselves -
are in his hands: he takes what he will, whom- he
will, ‘and v-vhen he will; and whomsoever he taketh, in
youth, or in age, we must fully persuade ourselves, that:
he erdereth all things for the best, We may not murmur,

—
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" He used to interpose likewisein all acts of oppres-
sion; and his authority was such, that it generally put

| astop to them. : o ’

or think much at any of his doings: but must learn to
eak from our hearts the petition of the Lord’s Prayer,
¢ Thy will be done on earth, as itisin heaven.’ It is unto
this holy obedience that St. Peter calleth all Christians,
saying ¢ Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of
God.”—This godly submission did cause the holy patriarch
Job, when it pleased God to take from him not only one,
‘but all his children, seven brethren and sisters, upon one
day, never to grieve himself with what God had done,
but meekly to say, ‘The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.’—And here
 would ‘have you, good Mrs. Carr, to consider; how
small cause you have to mourn, or fall intv a deep sarrow,
in comparison.- of the holy patriarch. God hath taken
from you only one young daughter, and hath left you a
> goodly-family of children, which, I trust, with good edu~
‘cation, will prove a blessed comfort to you.—This exam-
ple of Job, and other examples in holy Scripture, being
written (as the apostle saith) for our. admonition, I must
needs declare you to be worthy of great blame; if you.
‘continue any space in such great sorrow and he:avmess,
as I hear you take for your young daughter. oSt. Peter-
. saith, that Christ Jesus suffered for us most cruel torments,
and last of all a most cruel death, ¢to leave us-an exam-
‘ple, that all who believe in him should follow his blessed
steps:’ that is, to bear his cross, to be armed with gll:
patience, whensoever we lose any thing that we love in.
this world. And the same apostle saith, ‘Secing Christ
hath suffered for us in his body, all you that are Christians
riust be armed with thesame thought.’—Furthermore the
Scripture saith, that unto us it is given not only to be-
liéve in Christ, but also to suffer for his sake.© And St.
" Paul, in the viiith to the Romans; hatha most cquortable
sentence to all that will learn to suffer-with him; and a
most, fearful sentence to all those that refuse to suffer with
him, and to bear his cross; ¢ The spirit,” saith Bic, - bears
eth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
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A person against whom the ‘country at that time
exclaimed very much, was one Mr. Barns, a near
relation, if not a brother of Dr. Bains, bishop of

Durham, who raised him through some inferior posts

‘to the chancellorship of his diocese. Between this

God; and if children; then heirs, heirs of God, and
fellow-beirs with Christ; (it followeth) if so be that
we suffer together with him, that.we may also be glo-
rified with him.” And St. Paul, in the first chapter of’
the second . to the Corinthians, saith to all the faithful,
““As ye are companions of those things, which Christ
hath suffered, so shall ye be companions of his consola-

tions.’——All these things considered, I doubt not, good

Mzrs. Carr, but that you will arm yourself with patience,
and bear Christ’s cross, learning to suffer for his sake,
and that, were it a greater loss than you have, God be
praised, as yet sustained.— Let yout faith overcome your
sorrow, - St. Paul writing to the Thessalonians concern-
ing the dead (who, he saith, have but fallen aslegp) for-»
biddeth them not to mourn, but utterly forbiddeth ‘Giem
to mourn like gentiles, and infidels, who have no hope in
Christ. And the wise man, (Ecclus. xxii.) doth exhort
us to mourn over the dead, so it be but for a little space:
¢ Weep,’ saith he, ¢ for the dead, but only for a little time,
because they are gone to their rest” So you see there
is an unreasonable mourning “of them that want faith;
and there is alse a temperate and lawful mourning of
them that have a stedfast belief /in Christ, and his pro-
mises, ‘which (St. John saith ) overcometh all the temp-
tations (that is, the troubles) of the world.” I trust veriy,
good Mrs. Carr, that your mourning being temperate will
shew itself to be a faithful, not. a faithless mourning;
which latter I pray Almighty God to keep from you—But
I fear to be tedious. I trust one day I shall be able to
come-unto you myself. In the mean space, and ever-
more, I shall pray that the God of all conseolation’ may

comfort you in all your troubles.
& ’Yi)ur loving friend in Christ
 BERNARD GILPIN.”

Houghton, May 31, 1583.

.
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- man and Mr. Gilpin, there was a perpetual opposi-
ﬁ;gl_k for many years; the latter endeavouring to
* counteract the former, and to be the redressor of
those injuries, of which he was the author. Several
traces of these contests still remain among Mr. Gil-
pin's papers ; from which it appears what a constant
- ¢heck upon his designs Mr. Barns found him; though
he was always treated in' a mild and affectionate
manner.  “It will be but a very few years,” Mr.
Gilpin tells him, (concluding aletter written in favour
of three orphans, whom Mr. Barns had defrauded
of their patrimony) “before you and I must give
up our great accounts. I pray God give us both
the grace to have them in a constant readiness. And
may you iaké ‘what I have written in as friendly a
manner as it is-meant. My daily prayers are made
for you to Almighty God, whom I beseech evermore
to preserve you.” ‘' 4 4
‘Thus he lived in his parish, careful only to dis-
“tharge-his duty : no fatigue or difficulty could excuse
him to himself for the omission of any part of it : the
religious improvement of his people was his princi-
pal endeavour, and the success of this endeavour his
principal happiness. : 2 S
'Notwitsthanding however, all this painful mdus-try,
and the large scope it bad in so extended a parish,
he thought the sphere of his labours yettoo confined.
It grieved him to see evety where in the parishes
around him'so much ignerance and superstition;
occasioned by the very great neglect of the pastoral
care in those parts. How ill supplied the northern
churches at this time were, hath already been ob-
served ; ‘and will still appear in a stronger hght, if
we compare the state of these chl'lrches with what of
those in the southern parts of the island, which were
universally allowed to have been less neglected. of
one diocese, that of Ely, where the clergy do not
appear to have been uncommonly remiss, we have a
eurious account still preserved: it contained one



90 : The Life of Bernard Gilpin.

hundred and fifty-six parishes ; of which forty-seven
had no ministers at all, filty-seven were in the hands
of careless non-residents, and only the remaming
fifty-two were regularly served. ;

_ The very bad consequences arising {rom this
shameful remissness among the clergy, induced Mr.
Gilpin to supply, as far as he could, what was waat--
ing ‘in dthers.. Every year thevefore lie used.regu-
larly to visit the most neglected parishes in No-
thumberland, Yorkshire, Cheshire, W estmoreland,
and Cumberland: and that his own parish, in the
mean time might not suffer, he had a constant assis-
tant. In each place he stayed two or three days,
and his method was, to call the people about bim,
and lay before thém, in as plain a way es possible,
the danger of leading wicked and careless lives—
explaining to them the nature of true religion—in-,
structing them in the duties they owed to God,
thetr neighbour and themselves—and shewing them
bow greatly a religious conduct would contrikute %~
their present as well as future happiness. -

When a preacher, though the merest rhapsodist,
seems to speak from his heart, what he says will be
listened to. The appearance of his being truly in
earpest, will dispose men at least to give him a fair
hearing. Hence Mr. Gilpin, who had all the warmth
of an enthusiast, though under the direction of: a very
calm judgment, never wanted an audience even i
the wildest parts ; where he ronsed many to a sense
of religion, who-had contracted the most inveterate

- habits of inaitention. o .

One thing ke practised, which shewed the best
disposed heart. Wherever he came, he used 10
visit the jails and places of confinement, (few in the
kingdom having at that time any appointed minister;)
a;nd.- by his labours, and affectionate manner of be-
having, heis said to have reformed many very aban-
doned persons in those places. He would employ
his interest likewise for such criminals, whose casés
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Jie thought attended with any hard circumstances,
~ and often procured pardons for them.
" There is a tract of country upon the border of
Northumberland, called Reads-dale and Tine-dale;
of all barbarous places in the north, at that time the
most barbarous. The following description of this-
~ wild country we have from Mr. Camden: - :
- “At Walwick, North Tyne crosses the Roman
wall. It rises in the mountains on the borders of
‘England and, Scotland ; and first ranning eastward,
waters Tine-dale, which hath‘thence its name, and
afterwards embracing the river Read, which falling
from the steep hill of Readsquire, where the lord-
wardens of the eastern marches used to determine
the disputes of the borderers, gives its name to a
valley, too thinly inhabited, by reason of the fre-
_quent robberies committed there. Both these dales
_breed notable bogttotters, and have. such boggy-
topped mountains, as are not {o'be crossed by or i-
~fiorsemen. W e wonder too see so many heaps
of stones in them, which the heighbourhood believe
to be thrown together in memory of some persons.
there slain. 'There are also in both of them many
ruins of old forts. The Umfranvils held Reads‘-.dale;
as doomsday-book informs us, in fee and knights
. service for guarding the dale from robberies. . All
over these wastes you see, as it were, @he ancient
Nomades, amartial people, who from Aprilto August
 lie in little tents, which they call sheals or slf’ealmgs,
here and there dispersed among their flocks. :
Before the union, this country was generally called
the debateable land, as subject by turns to England
and Scotland, and the common theatre where the
two mnations swere-continually acting 2 variety of
bloody scenes. It was inhabited, as M. Camden-
hath just informed us, by a kind of desperate ban-
ditti, rendered fierce and active by constant alau:ms.'
They lived by theft; used to plunder on both Slgf{
of the barrier, and what they plundered. on oue, they
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exposed to sale on the other ; by that evasion escaping
justice. ‘Such adepts were they in the art of thiey.
ing, that they could twist a cow’s horn, ‘or mark 4
orse, so as its owners could not know it; and so
subtle, that no vigilance could guard against them,
For these arts they were long afterwards famous.
A person telling king James a surprising story of a
cow that had been driven from the north of Scotland
into the south of England, and eseaping from the
herd, had found her way home ; ““ The most surpriz-
ing part of the story,” the king replied, “ you kiy
least stress on, that she passed unstolen through the
debateable land.” Sl = B
In’ this dreadful country, where no man would
even travel that could help it, Mr. Gilpin never
failed to spend some part of every year. He gene-
rally chose the holydays. of Christmas for his japr-
ney, because he found the people at that season
most disengaged, and most easily assembled. He,
had set places for preaching, which were as rozi-
larly attended, as the assize-towns of a circuit. If
he came where there was a church, he made use of
it: if not, of barns, or any other large building;
where great crouds of people were sure to attend
him, some for his instructions, and others for his
charity. TR g
This was a very difficult and laborious employ-
ment. The badness of the weather and the badness
of the roads through a mountainous country, and at.
that season covered with snow, exposed him often
to great hardships. . Sometimes he was oyertaken
by the night, (the country being in many places
desolate for several miles together,) and, as the
bishop of Chichester relates, o'bli‘ged to lodge in the
~ cold: at such times he would make his servant ride
about with his horses, whilst himself on foot used
as much exercise as his age and the fatigues of the
preceding day would permit.—All this he cheerfally
wnderwent ; ‘esteeming such sufferings well compen-
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sated by the advantages which he hoped might accrue .
from them to his uninstructed fellow-creatures.
~ Our Saxon ancestors had a great aversion to the’
' tedious forms of law., They chose rather to deter-
mine their disputes ina more concise manner, plead-
nerally with their swords. “Let every dispute
‘be decided by the sword,” was a Saxon law. A
@ﬁg{gﬁ»gi‘o@h.@, was described, and covered with
mats: here the plaimtiff and defendant tried their
cause. If either of them was driven from this boun-
dp&gy,.fl_xe was obliged to redeem his life by three
marks. He whose blood first stained the ground,
lost his suit*. . . '
_This custom still prevailed on the borders, where
Saxon barbarism held its latest possession. These
wild Northumbrians indeed went beyond the. ferocity
 their ancestors. They were not content with  a
duel: each contending party used to muster what
adherents he could, 3ad commence a kind of petty
war . So that a private grudge would often occa-
i ch bloodshed. .. * AL :
. It happened that a quarrel of this kind was on
foot, when Mr. Gilpin was at Rothbury., During
the tywo or three first days of his preaching, the con-
tmdihg parties sterved some decorl}m, and never
appeared at church together. At length however

* See Spelman, Nicholson, and other inquirers into the
antiquities of those times. . .

+ The people of thiscountry have had onevery barbarous
custom among them. If any two be displeased, they ex-
pect no law, but bang it out bravely, one and his kindred
against the other and his. They will ‘subject themselves
to no justice, but in an inhuman and barbarous manner,
fight and kill one another. They run ‘together in clang,
as they term it, or names. T his fighting they call their

 deadly feides. Of late, since the union of both kingdoms,
this heathenish custom is repressed, and good laws made
against such barbarous and unchristian misdemeanours.
Survey of Newcastle, Harlegan miscellany, vo‘l. 3
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* they met. One party had been early at church, and §
just as Mr. Gilpin had began his sermon, the other
entered. They stood not long silent. Inflamed at
the sight of each other, they began to clash their §
weapons, for they were all armed with javelins and
swords, and mutually approached. Awed however by
the sacredness of the place, the tumultin some degree
_ceased. Mr. Gilpin proceeded . when again . the
combatants began to brandish: their. weapons, and

" draw towards each other.. As-a fray seemed near,

Mr. Gilpin stepped from the pulpit, went between

them, and-addressing the leaders, put an end to the

quarrel for the present; but could net effect an entire
reconciliation. They promised however, that till the
sermon was over, they would make no more disturb-
ance. He then went again into the pulpit, ~and
spent the rest of the time in endeavouring to- make
them ashamed of what they had done. His beha-
viour and_discourse affected them so much, that at
his farther entreaty, they promised to forbear all
acts of hostilify, while he continued in the chazirys

And so much respected was he among them, that

whoever was in fear of his enemy, or, in the usual

phrase, of his deadly foe, used to resort where Mr.

Gilpinwas,esteeming his presence the best protection.

One sunday morning coming to a church in those,
parts before the people were assembled, he obseryed

a gloye hanging up, and was informed by the sexton,

that it was meant as a challenge to any one that

should take it down. Mr. Gilpin ordered the sex:
ton to reach it to him; but upon his utterly refusing
to touch it, he took it down himself, and put in his
breast. When the people were assembled, he went
into the pulpit;.and before he concluded his sermots
took occasion ‘to rebuke them severely for thes¢
inhuman challenges. I hear,” saith he, thiat one
among you hath hanged up a glove, even in this
sacred place, threatening to.fight any one who taketh
it down; see, I have taken 1t down:” and pulling
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ont the glove, he held it up to the congregation ; and
then shewed them how unsuitable such savage prac-
 tices were to the profession of Christianity ; using
such persuasives to mutual love, ashe thought would
most affect them. =
" The disinterested-pains he thus took among these
barbarous people, and the good offices he was al-
ways ready to do them, drew from them the sin-
€ sions of gratitude. Indeed he was
litle less than adored, and might haye brought the
whole countryalmost to what he pleased.—How
ealy his name was revered among them one in-
stance will shew. : ;
By the carelessness of his, servant, his horsés were
‘e day stolen. The news was quickly propagated,
nd every one expressed the highest indignation at
the fact.” The thief was rejoicing over his prize,
when by the report'.of the country he found whose
Morses he had taken. Terrified at what he had
I\ﬁo'ae, he instantly came trembling back, confessed

4

the-fzet, returned the horses, and declared he be-
lieved the devil would have seized him directly, had
he carried them off, knowing them to have been Mr.
Gilpin’s. : .
Thus F have brought together what particulars
remain of this excellent man’s behaviour as a mi-
| nister of the Gospel. They discover so very good
a lieart, so strong a sense of duty, and so strict a
regard to it in every instance, as would have been
admired ‘even in primitive times: the corruptions
now prevailing may perhaps make their truth ques-
fionable ; but they are all either taken from his life
Written by the bishop of Chichester, or from papers
of undoubted authority *:—His own testimony to.

* These papers were lent to the author by the late
worthy rector of Hpughton, Dr. Stonhewer ; and are still
_probably preserved in the parsonage house.

-
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what hath been said shall be subjoined in the folloy

ing extract. ; i

. 5t L am at present,” says he,(apologizing to afriend)
¢ much charged with business, orrather overcharged,
- I amat first greatly burdened about seeing the lands
made sure to the school ; which are not se yet, and
- are in great danger to be lost, if God should call me
afore they are assured. Moreover I haveza’smg)@
to preach twelve sermons at other parishes, beside my
own; and likewise am earnestly looked for at a
number of parishes in Northumberland, more than
I canvisit. Beside I am continually encumbered
with many guests and acquaintance, whom I maynof
well refuse. And often I am called upon by many
of my parishioners, to set them at one, when they
cannot agree. And every day I am sore charged
and troubled with many servants and workfolks,
which is no small' trouble to me; for the buildings
and reparations in this wide*house will never hate
an end.” : L

% shall conclude this section with an instz{he#ﬁ
that resolution, and spirit, which on each proper
occasion he failed not to exert; and by which 'he
always maintained thatindependence and real dignity
‘which became his station. s )

He received a message one day from Dr. Bar_n{i,
bishop of Durham, appointing him to preach a visi:
tation sermon thé sunday following. It happened
he was then preparing for his journey into Reads:
dale and Tine-dale; and acquainted the bishop with
the necessity of his keeping that appointment, beg-
ing his lordship would at that time excuse him. His |
servant informed him that the bishop had recei\_fe‘1
*_his message, bat returned no answer. Concluding

him therefore satisfied, he set out on his journey:
but to his great surprize, when he came home, he
found himself suspended ; some persons, through
enmity to him, having put the bisliop upon this hasty
step. A few days after he received an order to meet
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the bishop at Chester, a town in the diocese "of
Durbam, where the bishops of that see formerly
resided. Here many of the clergy were assembled,
M. Gilpin was ordered by the bishop to preach
day before them. He made his -apology; he
mé wholly unprepared—besides he was sus-
and thereby excluded from the pulpit. The
| hishop answered, he took off his suspension. But
Mr. Gilpin still begged to be excused—he had
brought no sermon with him, and hoped none would
be required from him.  But the bishop would take
0 excuse; telling him, that as he had been a
preacher so long, he must be able to say enough to
the purpose without any previous meditation. Mr
Gilpin persisting in his refusal, the bishop at length
grew warm, and required him upon his canonical
thedience to go immediately into the pulpit. After
a little delay therefeze, lre went up ; and though he
observed several taking notes of what he said, he pro-
1\"\&?;9 witkout the least hesitation.

- ine ecclesiastical court of Durbam was at this
fime very scandalously governed. That Mr. Barns
presided over it, who hath already been mentioned ;
and who made it indeed little better than an office
for granting indulgences. The bishop was s_iwell-j
‘eaning, weak man; irresolute, and wholly in the
hands of others. Every thing was managed by his
relation the chancellor; whose venality, and the irre-
gularities occasioned by it, were most notorious.
The opportunity oW afforded him, Mr. Gilpin
: thought no unfayourable one to open the bishop’s
eyes; and induce him to exert himself where there
Was so great reason for it. Private information had
often been given him without any success : Mr. Gil-
pin was now resolved therefore to ventare upon 2
public application to him. Accordingly, before he
concluded his sermon, he turned towards the bishop,

to whom he thus addressed himself: ;
“My~-d§éoﬁrse, now, reverend father, must bj
F
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selves boarded in the town; and whom he not only
educated, but clothed and maintained : he was at
the expence likewise of boarding in the town many
other poor children. He used to bring severl
every year from the different parts where he preached,
-particularly Reads-dale and Tine-dale ; which places
he was at great pains in civilizing, and contributed
not alittle towards rooting out that barbarism, which
every year prevailed less among them. =

-For the maintenance of poor scholars at the uni-

“versities, he yearly set apart sixty pounds. This
sum he always laid out, often more. His common
allowance to each scholar was about ten poundsa
year: which for a sober youth was at that timea
very sufficient maintenance : so that he never main-
_ tained fewer than six.- By his will it appears, that
at his death he had nine upon his list; whom he
took: care to provide for during:their stay at the uni-
versity. ; : .
Every Thursday throughout the year, a very large”
quantity of meat was dressed wholly for the poor;
and every day, they had what quantity of broth they
~wanted. - Twenty-four of the poorest were his con-
stant pensioners. Four times in the year, a dinner
was provided for them, when they received from his
steward a certain quantity of corn, and a sum of
money : and at Christmas, they had always an 0X
divided among them. ;

‘Wherever he heard of any in distress, whether of
his own parish, or any other, he was sure to relieve
them. In his walks abroad, he would frequently
bring home with him poor people, and send them
away clothed as well as fed. ;

He took great pains to inform himself of the cir-
cumstances of his neighbours, that the modesty of
the sufferer might not prevent his relief.

But the money best laid oul was, .in his opinion, ,
that which encouraged industry. It was one of his
g‘rgatest pleasures to make up the losses of his labo-

|
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rious neighbours, and prevent their sinking under
them. If a poor man had lost a beast, he would
send him another in its room: or if any farmer had
liad a bad year, he would make him an abatement
in his tithes. Thus, asfar as he was able, he took
the misfortunes of his parish upon himself ; and like
a true shephierd exposed himself for his flock.

‘But of all kinds of industrious poor, he was most
forward to assist those who had large families ; such
never failed to meet with his bounty, when they
wanted to settle their children in the world.

In the distant parishes where he preached, as
well as in his own neighbourhood, his generosity and
benevolence were continually shewing themselves ;
particularly in the desolate parts of Northumber-
land’: * When he began his journey,” says an old
manuscript life of him, “ he would have ten pounds
in his purse ; and at his coming home he would be
twenty nobles in debt, which he would always pay -
within a fortnight after.”—1In the jails he visited, he
was not only careful to give the prisoners proper -
strictions, but used to purchase for them likewise
what necessaries they wanted. : »

Even upon the public road he never let slip an
opportunity of doing good. Often has he been
known to take off his cloak, and give it to an half
naked traveller : and when he has had scarce money
enough in his pocket to provide himself a dinner,
yet would he give away part of that little, or the
whole, if he found any who seemed to stand in need
of it. Qf this benevolent temper the following 1n--
stance is preserved.  One day returning home, he
saw in a field several people crouding together ; and
Judging that something more than ordinary had hap-
pened, he rode up to them, and found that one of
the horses in a team had suddenly droppe{l dov_vn,
vhich they were endeavouring to raise; but in vain:
for the horse was dead. 'The owner of it seeming
much dejected with his misfortune, and declarin

F3 3
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how grievous a loss it was to him, Mr. Gilpin bade.
liim not be disheartened ; ¢ 1'll let you bave,” says
Le, “ honest man; that horse of mine,” and pointed.
to his servant's—‘ Ah! master,” replied the coun-
tryman, “ my pocket will not reach such a beast as
that,”—< Come, come,” said Mr. Gilpin, « take him,
take him ; and when I demand my money, then thou
shalt pay me.” : i pd
His hospitable manner of livingwas the admira-
tion of the whole country. He spent in his family
every fortnight, forty bushels of corn, twenty bushels
of malt, and a whole ox; besides a proportional
. quantity of cther kinds of provision. L3k
- Strangers and travellers found a chearful recep:
tion. All were welcome that came; and even their
beasts had so much care taken of them, that it was
humorously said, *“ If a horse was turned loose in
any part of the country, it would immediately make
its way to the rector of Houghton’s.” s
Every Sunday from Michaelmas till Easter, was#
gort of a public day with him. During this season,
he expected. to see all his parishieners and their
_families. For their reception, he had three tables
well covered: the first was for gentlemen, the se-
cond for liusbandmen and farmers, and the third for
day-labourers,—This piece of hospitality he never-
omifted, even when losses, or a secarcity of provi-
sion, made its continuance rather difficult to him.
He thought it his duty, and that was a deciding
motive. “ If you should, as you threaten, (says he
in a letter to his old enemy chancellor Barns) give
out a sequestration of my benefice, you shall do me
a greater favour than you are aware of. For at this
time I am run in no small debt. I want likewise
provision of victuals. Where I have.had, against
Michaelmas, six or seven fat oxen, and five or SiX
fat cows, T have now neither cow nor ox, but must
seek all from the shambles. A sequestration gived
_ out, I may with honesty break up house for a space
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which will save me twenty or thirty pounds in my
purse. But I trust you will think better of thus
matter.” s i
_ “These times, (says he, in another letter) make
me so tired of house-keeping, that I would I were
discharged from it, if it could be with a clear con=
science.” ; PR Sl . ‘
Even when he was absent, no alteration was made’
in his family-expences: the poor were fed as usual,.
and his neighbours entertained. A
He was always glad of thie Company of men of

" worth and letters, who used much to frequent his

louse. 'This sociable temper led him into.a very

Jarge acquaintance ; which, as Le could not select

lis company, became very inconvenient to lim. when:

-

leigh stayed a

ke grew ol

:l shall close this, account of his manner of living
with a story, which-does no little honour to bhis
house-keeping.
- Some affairs.in Scotland obliging queen. Eliza-
beth te send thither her treasurer, thelord Barleigh,.
hie resolved to take the opportunity of his return to:
pay a visit to Mr. Gilpin. Hurried as he was, he
could not resist the desire of seeing a:man, whose
name was every where so respectfully mentioned.
His froe discourse from the pulpit to king Edward’s
court, had early recommended him- to this. noble
person ; since which time, the great distance be-
tween them had wholly interrupted their acquaint-

“ance. 'The treasurer’s return was: so sudden, that

he had not time to give amy notice of his intended
visit. But the economy of so plentiful a house as.
Mr. Gilpin’s was not easily disconcerted. He re-
ceived his noble guest with. so. much. true polite-
ness, and treated him and’ his whole retinue 1n so.
affluent and generous & manner, that the treasurer:
would often afterwards say, « He- c?uld hardly.
have expected more at Lambeth.” While lord Bur-
t Houghton, he took great pains by
E4 ;
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_his own, and the observation of his domestics, to -
acquaint himself with the order and regularity with |
which every thing in that house was managed. It
contained a very large family; and was besides con-
tinually crouded with persons of all kinds, gentle-
men, scholars, workmen, farmers, and poor people:
yet there was never any confusion ; every one was
immediately carried into proper apartments, and
entertained, directed, or relieved, as his p'articuli}'l_‘
business required.; It could not but please this
wise lord, who was so well acquainted with the
_effects of order and regularity in the highest sphere,
to observe them in this humble one. Here too he
saw true simplicity of manners, and every social
virtue regulated by exact prudence. The states-
man began to unbend, and he could not without an
envious eye, compare the unquiet scenes of vice and
‘vanity in which he was engaged, with the calmness
of this amiable retreat. At length with reluctance
he took his leave ; and with all the warmth of affec:
tion embracing his. much respected friend, he told
him, ““ He had heard great things in his commenda-
tion, but he had now seen what far exceeded all that
he had heard. If, (added he) Mr. Gilpin, I can
ever be of any service to you at court, or elsewhere,
‘use me with all freedom as one you may depend on.
"When he had mounted Rainton-hill, which rises
‘about a mile from Houghton, and commands the
vale, he turned his horse to take one mere view of
‘the place : and having kept his eye fixed upon it
‘for some time, his reverie broke out into. this eX-
‘clamation : ‘ There is the enjoyment of life indeﬁd_!
“~—who can blame’ that man for not accepting a bi-
‘shopric !—what doth he want to make him greater;
_or happier, or more useful to mankind !

L
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Gilpin had lived for many years in great intimacy.
He was a man of uncommon worth, was master of j
a plentiful fortune, and had an inclination to put it
to the best uses. He was besides a man of letters,
and an encourager of learning. To this gentleman
Mr. Gilpin applied in favour of his school: M
Heath came with great readiness into the scheme
proposed to him, and doubled the original endow-
ment.  Mr. Gilpin prevailed: upon some others
likewise to contribute their assistance, so that the
revenues of the school became at length answerable
to his wishes. -

~ Having thus obtained a sufficient endowment, he
began next to think of a charter. For this he ap-
plied to his friend the earl of Bedford; from whom
are preserved the two following letters on thit
subject. s .

“ To my very loving friend Mr. Bernard Gilpin. J
¢ After my hearty commendations: I have re
ceived your letter of the 11th of last month; al
besides the good news of your health, am glad also
to hear of your well-doing in those parts, which
want such men as you to call the rude sort to the
knowledge and continuance of their duties towards
God, and their prince ; whereof there is great lack.
—Concerning your suit moved .at Windsor, the
troubles that have since happened have been so
many and so great, that no convenient time hath
served to prosecute the same ; and: the bill given in,
‘Ldoubt, is ost. So that for more surety, it were
good you sent up another copy: and I will do my
best endeavours to bring it to pass. I will Jike
wise do what I can to get some of those county for-
feitures to be granted by her majesty, for the fur-
theranceiof your good purpose—Here is no news t0
write to you: as for things in the north, you have
them l:.here: and albeit it hath been said, that &
peace is concluded in France, yet it is not so.—And
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good sense, being greatly afflicted that his nephew
was not only become a papist, but a jesuit, said
what he could to recover him from his errors. But
the young man had his distinctions too ready to be
influenced by his uncle’s arguments. The old gen-
tleman therefore not knowing what to do with him-
self, at length thought of Mr. Gilpin. To Lim le
wrote, and earnestly intreated him, if he had any.
triendship for him, to try what impression he could
make upon his nephew. Mr. Gilpin had little
hopes of success from what he had heard of the
young man’s character ; and still less when he saw
him. He was naturally very full of himself, and
this turn his education had increased. Instead of
examining attentively what was said, and giving
pertinent answers, he was still running from the’
point, advancing his own tenets, and. defending
them by strained interpretations of Seripture, and
the grossest misapplication of it. The truth was,
he wanted to signalize himself by making some
eminent convert ; and his vanity led him to expect,
that he might bring over Mr. Gilpin. This was in-
deed his chief purpose in coming to Houghton.
When be failed in this, he did what he could to
corrupt the servants, and such of the scholars and
country people as came in his way. He became at
length so very disagreeable, that Mr., Gilpin was:
obliged to desire his uncle fo send for him again.
His letter upon the ocoasion discovers so much ho-
nesty of heart, and so beautiful a simplicity of man-
ners, that it deserves very well to be inserted.
“* Ltrust, sir, you remember that when you first
spake to me about your brother’s son, your promise
was, that I should have a licence from the bishop,
for my warrant. But that is not done.. Where-
fore you must either get one yourself, or suffer me.
F(_n: our curate and churchwardens are sworn to
preseht, if any be in the parish, which utterly re-:
_fuse to come to church, I only desired him that he
s v 5
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would come into the quire in the sermon-time, but
half an hour; which he utteily refused, and willed
me to speak no more of it. He is indeed fixed in
his errors; and I have perceived by his talk, that
his coming here was not to learn, but to teach : for
thinking to find me half a papist, he trusted to win
me over entirely. But whereas, I trust inGod, T
have put him clearly from that hope; yet I stand in
great danger, that he shall do much hurt in my
house, or in the parish; for he cometh furnished
with all the learning of the hot college of jesuits.
They have found out, I perceive, certain exposi-
tions of the Old Testament, never heard of before,
to prove the invocation of saints from Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. He will not grant that any
thing hath been wrong in the church of Rome; the.
most abominable errors of indulgences, pardons,
false miracles, and false reliques, pilgrimages, and
such like, he can find them all in the Gospel ; and
will have them all to be good and holy.—For my.
part, T have determined myself otherwise : age and
want of memory: compel me to take my leave of
this wretched world ; and at this time of life not to
study answers to such trumpery, and new inven-
tions; seeing I was never-any disputer in all my
life. T trust there be learned men enough In the
universities, who will sufficiently answer all that
ever they can bring that is worth answering.—
Wherefore, good Mr. Genison, seeing your cousin.
is fixed in his errors, as he plainly confesseth, help
to case me of this burthen, that I may with quiet-
-ness apply to my vocation. I am sent for to preach
in divers places, but I cannot go from home, so
long as he is here. People in these evil days are
given to learn more superstition 1 2 week, than
true religion in seven years.—But if _BDththtzﬂd-,
ing you are desirous to have him tarry ;mofor 2 :'](;,e
weeks longer, I must needs have licence "I)m 4 te‘
bishop : whether you will get the‘. same, or 1 must,

: il
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I refer to your good pleasure.—And so I pray God:
to preserve you evermore.  Your loving friend to his
power. =8 e B e

' ~ BERNARD Griupix.

Notwithstanding what is said in this letter, it
seems probable, that Mr. Gilpin’s arguments atlength
, made some impression upon the young man : for he
entered afterwards into a serious dispute in writing,
with him ;. which he would scarce have engaged in,
unless the jesuit had shewn greater willingness to
discover truth, than whathad yet appeared. :
‘¢ As sickness, sores, and other troubles,” says Mr..
Gilpin to him in a letter, * would suffer me, I have
answered your objections out of St. Austin: and
the chief of them, 1 trust, aresanswered to the:
eontentation of such as are willing to stay their
conscience upon God and his word, and not upon.
man’s vain inventions, wherein they shall find no
rest of conscience, nor quietness of mind.—When
leisure will serve to finish the residue, I will send'
them unto you. In the mean time I pray God to.
illuminate your eyes with his heavenly light, and to
guide your feet into the way of peace.” :
In the latter part of his life; Mr. Gilpin went
through his duty with great difficulty. His health
was mach impaired.. The: extreme fatigue he had
undergone duaring so many years, had now quite
broke his constitution. Thus he complains in 2a
letter to a friend: “To sustain all these travels and:
troubles, T have a very weak body, subject to many.
diseases : by the monitions whereof, I am daily
warned to remember death. My. greatest grief of
all is, that my memoryis quite decayed : my sight
faileth; my hearing faileth; with other ajlments,.
- more than I can well express,” :
_ 'While- he was thus struggling with an.advanced’
age, and impaired:constitution, he met with an acci--
dent which: entirely-destroyed his health. - As he was-
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crossing the market place at Durham, an ox ran at
‘him, and pushed him down with such violence, that
it was imagined the bruises he received would have
occasioned bis death. He lay long confined; and
though he again got abroad, he never recovered
even the little strength he had before, and continued
lame as long as he lived. But accidents of this kind
were no very formidable trials to a mind so well tem-
pered ashis. It was a persuasion he had long enter-
tained, that misfortunes areintended by providence to
remind us of our neglected duty: and tlius he always
used them, making self-examination the constant
attendant upon whatever calamities befel him. To
this it was owing that he was never dejected by mis-
fortunes; hut received them rather with thankfulness.
than repining. f
But sickness was not the only distress which the
declining years of this excelient man had to struggle
with. As, age and infirmity began to lessen that
weight and influence he once had, the malice and
opposition of his enemies of course prevailed more.
Of what frivolous pretences they availed them-
selves, and with wha‘t-vte,xﬁ:per he bore their malice,
the following letters will shew better than any nar-
rative. - : :
- “I am very sorry, Mr. Wren, to hear that you
should fall into sach unlawful contention with
any one; and that, to maintain an evil cause, youw
should make an untrue report of me. "I am very
“glad however, that the two other false reports, if it
be as you say, were not raised by you : one, that ¥
should make the marriage of ministers unlawful ;.
the other, that T should make their children bastards.
Whereas certainly it is known, that long ago T was:
accused before hishop Tunstal for speaking in favour
of priests’ marriage: since which time I bave never,
altered my mind; but in my sermons m this.country,.
Northumberland, Westmoreland, Cumbel‘l'aﬂfi Y,?‘:‘;‘f' |
shire, and Lancashire, I have, as opportunity s
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‘spaken in defence of priests’ marriage.  And allow-
Ing their marriage. I trust no man will believe that
I should make their children bastards. e
- “Yousay I am called hypocrite; I know I amso
of divers.  How they will answer God’s law therein,
I'leave to their own conscience. But verily for my
own part I can thank them; forwhen I Learit, [
trust in God, I gain not a little thereby in studying
clearly to subdue that vice; which I have strived
against ever since I studied the Holy Scriptures,
And T suppose very few or 10 preachers in England
have preached oftener against that vice than I; and
that, as I trust, with a clear conscience. " : e
- But to make an end at this time (because this
beaver can shew you what small time T have, being
sore overcharged with manifold studies and busi-*
nesses) it is time, good Mr. Wren; both for you and
me (age'and sundry diseases, ‘messengers of death,
giving us warning) more deeply to ripe our ewn con-
sciences, and more diligently to search our own
faults, and to leave off from curious hearkening and
espying of other men’s : especially when it breedeth
contention, and can in no wise edify, I pray you
read St. James, the latter part of the third chapter,
and there learn from whence cometh contentious
wisdom.' And this, I beseech you, remember, that
it is not long since God did most mercifully visit
you with great sickness. At that time I doubt not
but’ you lamented sore your duty forgotten in your
life past; and for the time to come, if God would
restore you to your health, I trust you promised.
a godly repentance, and reformation of life. Good
Mr. Wren, if you. have somewhat forgotten that
godly mind, pray to God to bring it again ; and being
had, keep it. Pray in faith, and St. James saith,
God will hear you'; whom T beseech evermore to
have you in his blessed Keeping. b
*“ Your loving friend to his power,

“ BERNARD GILPIN.”
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-« After my most hearty and due commendations ;
 having heard that Sir William Mitchell, one of your
brother’s executors, reported evil of me in sundry
places, bruiting abroad, that I withhold from him
great sums of money; and I know nothing where-
- fore, but for sixteen books which I had of your bro-
‘ther, being ‘to return either the price or ‘the books
“again; I heartily beseech you, seeing that you are
joined executor likewise, that you will let me know
by this bearer, William Ayray, if you can find any
thing in any writings or accounts of your brother,
that can be lawfully demanded of me; and, God will-
ing, it shall be paid or I be much’ older. If, as I
believe, I be debtor for nothing else, saving the
sixteen books, whereof 1 know no price, I have
given this bearer, iy servant; such instructions, that
‘he will either satisfy you, or I will ‘make return of
the books.—I pray Almighty God to have you ever
in his blessed keeping. Your loving friend to his
POWER: ;& AiGaar & Caneh 5
R b e BERNARD GILPIN.”

. Butof all his enemies, the most active were Hugh
Broughton, and chancellor Barns. ST
‘Broughton acted the basest and most ungrateful
_part. M. Gilpin had educated and maintained him
both at school and at the university, and had always
shewn him every civility in his power. . Yet this

man was afterwards vile enough to endeavour to

supplant the very patron who raised him. He had

‘craftily insinnated himself into the bishop of Dur-
ham’s favour, and thought he stood fair for the
first vacant preferment; and as Houghton was then
| the best thing in the bishop’s gift, he had fixed his
‘eye upon if. Mr. Gilpin was old and infirm, and-in
all probability, could enjoy it but a very few years,
yet Broughton had not patience to Jethim spend the

‘ remainder of his age in peace- He knew the bishop-
udice

was easily imposed on, and i_‘ound means to prej
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‘him against Mr. Gilpin. To this was owing, as
appeared afterwards, the affair of the suspeasion
already mentioned, and some other instances of the |
bishop’s displeasure. But in the end, poor Brough-
ton had the mortification to see his indirect measures.
unravelled. ' The bishop saw his error, was recon-
ciled to Mr. Gilpin, and continned ever afterwards
his steady friend: and Broughton finding himself
neglected, left Burham to seek his fortune elsewhere.

Chancellor Barns was indeed a more generous, as
he was a more open enemy. Besides, what he did_,.
was i some measure in his own delfence; for it
must be owned Mr. Gilpin was very troublesome to
him in all his designs*, and generally made the

~ fiest attack. After the affair at Chester however,
the chancellor laid aside all decency; and from that
.time, nothing in his power that svas disobliging was
omitted. Bat his malice had no other effect, thaw
to give Mr. Gilpin an opportunity of proving how
well he had learned the Christian lessons of meek-
ness : though at the same time how becomingly he
could exert a decent spirit, when it was needful ; and
_shew, by tempering charity with his displeasure,
that he could be angry and yet not sin. To this
happy temper the following letters bear testimony.

““ Right worshipful, after my due commendationss,
these ave to certify you, that my curate paying for
me at the last visitation forty-six shillings, paid
more than he ought to have done by about a noble.
As for the money I speak not: I pray God that it
may do my lord much good. But I should be very
sorry, that through my default it should remain a8
everlasting burthen to my successors. = W herefore
I b eseech you let it not be made a precedent ; an
for my time, if I live till the next visitation, whicl
I look not for, T will not refuse to pay it no more
th an I do now, so that care be taken my successors
P 8y 10 more after me than that which is due, which:

gy W .

* See Section VII,
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I take to be fourpence for every pound in the queen’s
majesty’s books.—But you say I must needs pay it,
" and my successors also, because it is found in a cer-

tain rate book of bishop Pilkington: As for that
1 am able to say, and I trust I can bring witness,

that bishop Pilkington at his first visitation, clearly

furgave me all.the sum, in consideration, as £ was'
told, of my. travel in Northamberland ; and after

that, at his other two visitations, I made no let, but

suffered his officers just to take what they would.

But my trust is,. that your worship will not burtken

my successors for this my simplicity or folly, term it

which you will.—Seeing then that I have so much

reason, they do me wrong who say 1 wrangled at-the
last visitation: for God is my witness, I love not

| differences of any kind.—I pray God to have you in

his blessed keeping., ’
“ Yours to his power,
5 - ¢ BERNARD GILPIN.”

«T marvel, Mr. Barns, that you should usc me in
this manner, I seeking and studying to use you well
in all things.—About two or three years ago, at my
lord’s visitation, when you took of others a groat 1n .
the pound (as you can take no more) you made me
pay above my due; for the which, if I had sought
remedy by the statute against extortion, I trust the
statute would have stood for me.—After that, the
subsidy being .gathered, my servant, by oversight,
not examining carefully the hook, paid a certain sam
that was not due, I think it was about twenty shil-
ings ; but sured could never get it restored to this
day.—Now you seek unjustly to charge my living.
for my curate ; which seeing it hath pever been de-
manded before, some will think you seek it for your.
own purse. I pay unto the .q}leen’s majesty (God
save her grace) as “duly, and with as good 2 _wgll z{s,
any suhject, twenty-three pounds, twelve shll.lmga,
by the year, But if you still continue resqlwed 0.,



ot
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charge me with this six pounds, I promise you,
before I pay it, T will spend five marks in defence of

my right.—But T trust after good advertisement you

will let this new suit drop. T pray God Almighty
to keep you evermore. ;

“ Your loving friend to his povwer, -
““ BERNARD GILPIN.”
This load of calumny, ingratitude, and ill-usage,

may justly be supposed heavy upon him, already
sinking .under a weight of years: yet he bore it

~ with great fortitude ; strengthening himself with such

consolations, as a good Christian hath in reserve
for all extremities. i

His resignation was not long exercised. ~About
the beginning of February,- in.the:year 1583, he

found himself so very weak, that he was sensible his

end must be drawing near. He told his friends his
apprehensions ; and speke of his death with that

happy composure which always attends the conclu-
sion of a good life.. He was soon after confined to

his chamber. His senses continued perfect to the
last.  Of the manner of his taking leave of the world,
we have this account. i ‘
A few days before his death, he ordered himself
to be raised in his bed; and sending for several
poor people, who had been his pensioners, he told
them, he found he was going out of the world—he
hoped they would be his witnesses at-the great day
that he had endeavoured to do his duty among
them—and he prayed God to remember them after
he was gone—he would not have them weep for
him: if ever he had to
would have them remember that in his stead.—
Above all things, he exlorted them to fear God,

and keep his commandments; telling them, if they

would do this, they could never be left comfortless.
- He next ordered his scholars to be called in: t0

Id them any thing good; be
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these likewise he made a short speech, reminding
- them, that this was their time, if they had any desire
to qualify themselves for being of use in the world—
that learning was well worth their attention, but
virtue was much more so. ‘ :
. He next exhorted his servants; and then sent
for several persons, who had not heretofore profited
by his advice, as he had wished ; and upon whom he
imagined his dying words might have a better
effect. His speech began to falter before he finished
his exhortations. The remaining hours of his life,
he spent in prayer, and breken conversation with
some select friends, mentioning often the consola-
tions of Christianity—and declaring that nothing
else could bring a man peace at the last. He died
.on the - fourth of March, 1583, ‘in the 66th year of
Kl age o it e o ;
" 1T shall conclude tliis account of him with a few: ob-
servations upon his character; and seme incidents,
which could not properly be introduced in any par
of the narration. : s ;
His person was tall and slender, in the ornament
of which he was at no pains.  He had a particular
_aversion to the foppertes of dress.—In his diet h
. was .very temperate, rather abstemi‘oqs. “ 7
His parts were very good. His imagination,
memory, and judgment, were lively, retentive and
Solidsis ey nai o : ; /
His acquirements were as considerable. By an
unwearied application he had amassed a great store
“of knewledge ; and was ignorant of no part of learn-
_ing at that time in esteem: in languages, history, and
divinity he particularly excelled. He rea'd1 poetry
with a good taste; himself, as the blshop_ of bhm}]ey
ter relates, no mean poet. But he Jaid out little
time in the pursuit of any study foreign to his pro-
fession. : . PR
. His temper was natuarally warm; and in 11‘15- )"?uﬂ_‘
¢ meet with instances of his giving way to passion ;

7/
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cured by any endeavours of his own, he could not but
ascribe to.providence) he accepted it, though with
reluctance. He then shewed, that if a sense of the
importance of his office made him distrust his abi-
lities, it made him more diligent in exerting them-
When he undertook thé care of a parish, it imme-
diately engrossed his whole attention. The plea-
sures of life he totally relinquished; in a great
degree even his favourite pursuits of learning. This
‘was the more commendable in him, as he had always
a strong inclination for retirement, and was often
violently tempted to shut himself up in some univer-
sity at home or abroad, and live there’ sequesterep
from the world. But his conscience corrected his
inclination ; as he thought the life of a mere recluse
by no means agreeable to the active principles of
Christianity.  Nay, the very repose to which his
age laid claim, he would not indulge ; but, as long
as he had strength sufficient, persevered in the la-
borious practice of such methods of instruction, as
he imagined would most benefit those under his
care.—Of popular applause he was regardless, so
far as mere reputation was concerned: but as the
favour of the muititude was one step towards gain-
ing their attention, in that light he valued it. "He
reproved vice, wherever he observed it, with the
utmost freedom. As he was contented in his station,
and superior to all dependence, he avoided the
danger of being tempted to an unbecoming com- -
pliance : and whether he reproved in public or in
private, his unblameable life, and the seriousness
with which he spoke, gave an irresistible weight to
what hesaid. He studied the low capacities of the
people among Whom he lived, and knew how to
adapt his arguments to their apprehensions. Hence
the effects that his preaching had upon them are said
to have been often very surprising. In particular®
itis related, that as he wassonce recommending ho-
lesty in a partof the coun&ry notoriously addicted to
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thieving, a man struck with the warmth and earnest-

‘ness with which he spoke, stood up in the midst ofa
large congregation, and freely confessed his disho-
nesty, and how heartily he repented of it.

With regard to his benevolence, ne man certainly
had ever more disinterested views, or made the com-
mon good more the study of his life; whichwas indeed
the best comment upon the great Christian princi-
ple of universal charity. He called nothing his own ;
there was nothing he could not readily part with for
. the service of others. Tn his charitablé distributions

he bad no measure but the bounds of his income,

of which the least portion was always laid out on
Lbimself. Nor did he give as if he was granting a
favour, but as if he was paying a-debt : all obsequious
service the generosity of his heart disdained. He
was the more particularly careful to give away in
his lifetime whatever he could save for the poor,
as he had often seen and regretted the abuse of
posthumous charities. ““It is iny design at my de-
parture, (says he, wiiting to a friend) to leave no
more behind me, but to:bary me, and pay my
debts.” What little he did leave *, (which was little)

* The following are a few extracts from his will, which
perhaps may not be unacceptable to the reader.

‘“First, I bequeath and commend my soul unto Ehe
hands of Almighty God, my creator ; not trusting in miné
‘own merits, which am of myself a most wretched sinner,
but only in the mercy of God, and in the merits of Jesus
Christ my Redeemer and my Saviour.— My body I com-

mit to be buried in the parish-charch or church-yard,

wheresoever it shall please God to call me to his mercy-

—For the disposition of my goods, first, I will that all my |

debts be truly paid with all speed ; which I shall gather;
and set after this my last will. —My debts once dis:
charged, of what remaineth I give and bequeath * + * (e
follow legacies to the poor of nine parishes) —Likewise I
8lve to.the poor of Houghton parish the great new ark for
<orn, ‘to provide them groats in winter ; and if none W
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beside his stock, and household furnitare, and the
arrears of his tythes, he left wholly to the poor, de-

make that provision, let it be sold, and the price dealt
among them.— Likewise, I give to the Queen’s college, in
Oxford, all such books as shall have written upon the first
leaf, Bernardus Gilpin Reginensi collegio, D.D. and all
such books as shall have written upon the first leaf Jo-
‘hannes Newton Reginensi collegio, D. D. and likewise all
the books that Mr. Hugh Broughton hath of mine, viz.
Busebius, Greek, in two volumes; and Josephus, Greek,
in one velume, and certain other books; I trust ‘he will
withhold none of them.—Also I give to Keipier school in
Houghton, all such books as shall have the name of ‘it i
the first leaf. —Also I give to my successor, and to his
successors after him, first, the great new brewing lead in
the brewhouse, with the guile-fat, and mash-fat; likewise
in the kiln a large new steep-lead, which receives a chai-
dron of corn at once; likewise in the Jarder-house one
great salting-tub, which will hold four oxen or more:
likewise in the great chamber over the parlour one long
table, and a shorter, standing upon joined frames ; like-
| wise in the parlour one long table upon a joined frame,
with the form; likewise in the hall three tables standing
fast, with their forms to them: likewise * * ¥ [here fol-
low a great many other pieces of furnitare, materials for .
building, unwrought timber, lime, slate, &¢.] In con-
sideration of all these, and of my exceeding great charges
in building and reparations since my first coming to this
parsonage, which 1 think with .a safe conscience I may
well say amounteth to 300 pounds, if 1 say no more.
+ | trust my successor will not demand any thing for dilapi-
dations : and if_he should, I doubt nothing but that the
bishop of Durham will persuade bim to be content with
reason, and to do all things with charity : and if charity
may bear rule, I doubt not but. all dilapidations will fall.
—And here 1 most earnestly desire my successor not
only to let all dilapidations fall, upon these considf_;ranons,
and also in favour of the poor, upon whom chiefly my
goods are bestowed in this testament: but also that he
will be a continual defender and maintainer of Kel_piefg
G2
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ducﬁng a few slight tokens of remembrance that he
bequeathed to his friends.

school in Houghton, both in seeing the statutes well kept,
and the children brought up in virtue and learning ; which
if he do, I doubt not but God shall prosper him the better
/in all things he taketh in hand.—Moreover I give tothe
poor of Houghton, twenty pounds and nine of my oxen:
the other nine I bequeath to my three executors :—like-
wise I give to the right reverend Richard, lord bishop of
Durham, for a simple token of remembrance, three silver
spoons with acorns ; the history of Paulus Jovius; and
the works of Calvin;—also I give unto John Heath,
esquire, for a like remembrance, other two silver spoons
with acorns of the same weight ;- and also the history of
John Sleden in Latin—to Mrs. Heath I give my English

chronicle of Fabian: also I give to Richard Bellasis, |

esquire, for a like remembrance, other two silver spoons
with acorns of the same fashion; and also my history
called Novus Orbis.—And T most humbly beseech these
three men of honour and worship, that for God’s cause
they will take so much pains as to become supervisors of
this my last will and testament, which being a work of
Christian charity, I trust verily they will not refuse. Ant
above all other things I most humbly beseech them to
take into their tuition and governance all the lands and
revenues belonging to Keipier school, and all deeds, eVi-
dences, gifts, and other writings, which are to shew for
the same, All the right and title to these lands I give up
wholly into their power, for the good maintenance of the
- said school.—And for as much as these lands are not s0

surely established as I could wish, I give unto Keipier'

school twenty pounds, which I desire the bishop of Dur-
ham to take into his hands, and to bestow as he shall se¢
fit, upon men learned in the laws.—All the rest of WY
goods and chattels, I will that they-be divided into t¥0
equal parts, and the one of them to be given to the poor
‘of Houghton, the other to scholars and students in O%-
ford, whose names are Ric. Wharton, Ste. Coperthwait;
Geo.- Carleton, Ralph Ironside, Ewan Eyray, Will
Cayrns, Hen. Ayray, Fr. Reisely, and Tho. Colliser
7
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- Such instances of benevolence gained him the title
of the father of the poor; and made his memory
revered long afterwards in. the country where he
lived*.
~ But no part of his character was more conspicu-
ous than his piety. It hath been largely shewn
with what temper, sincerity, and earnestness, he
examined the controverted points of religion, and
settled his own opinions. He thought religion his
principal. concern; and of course made the attain-

These I will be relieved as mine executors shall see need-
ful, a year, two, or three, as-the sum will arise,—And for
~my three executors, for as much as I have been beneficial
to them in my life time, so far as a good conscience would
permit me, and, sometime further - (but God I trust hath
forgiven me) Iwill, and I doubt not but they will agree to
the same, that they be content with the nine oxen. And °
if any gains do arise from the sale of my goods, as 1
“think I have prized them under the worth, I will they
shall have that amongst them; only I earnestly request
and desire them to be good to my poor neighbours of the
parish, being desirous to buy such things as they stand
most in need of.” &5
* A monument in the chancel of Houghton-church is a
remarkable instance of this.—It is erected to the memory
of Mr. Davenport, a worthy rector of that parish ; whom
- his encomiast thus celebrates :—
<< If the soul's transmigration were believ'd,
You’d say, good Gilpin’s soul he had received, ,
And with as liberal hand did give or more,
His daily charity unto the poor
For which with him, we doubt not, he’s possest
Of righteous men’s reward, eternal rest.”

notion of the soul’s transmi-
however that Mr. Gilpin’s
fAuence upon the rectors of"
s in England can boast
as that i)arish can,

Whatever becomes of the
gration, one would imagine
example at least had its in:
Houghton ; for perhaps few parishe
such a succession of worthy pastors,

since Mr. Gilpin’s death. e
o
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ment of it his principal study: he knew no other
end of religion but an holy life; and therefore in
all his enquiries about it, he considered himself as
looking after truths which were to influence his
future conduct, and make him a better man. Ac-
cordingly, when bis religious persuasion was onece
settled, be made the doctrines he embraced the
invariable ‘rule of his life: all his moral virtues be-
came Christian; were formed upon such mofives,
and respected .such ends-as Christianity recom- |
mended. Tt was his daily care to conform himself to
the will of God; upon whose providence he abso-
lutely depended in all conditions of life; resigned,
easy, and cheerful under whatsoever misfortunes he-
might meet with. He had some peculiar, though,
it may be, just notions with regard to a particular
providence. He thought all misfortines, which our
own indiscretions did not immediately draw upon us,
were sent directly from God, to bring us to a sense
of our misbehaviour, and quicken us in a virtuous
course ; accordingly at such times he used with more
than ordinary attention to esamine his past conduct,
and endeavour to find out in what point. of duty he
bad been defective. ' !
Fo the opinions of otlers; however different from
his own, lie was most indulgent. He thought mode-
ration one of the most genuine effects of true piety. It
" hath already appeared from his intercourse with the'
dissenters, how great an enemy he was to all mtole-
rant principles ; how wrong he thought it on on¢
hand to oppose an established church, and on the
other to molest a quiet separatist. ;
His life was wholly guided by a conscience the
most religiously scrupulous. T cannot forbear in-
serting an instance of its extreme sensibility, though
it may be thought perhaps rather to carry a degree
of weakness with it. He had behaved in some par-
ticular, with regard-to his parish, in a manner which
gave him great concern. His conscience was 50

e ———
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puch alarmed at what he had done, that nothing
le was able to allege to himself in his excuse was-
[able to make him easy. At length he determined
to lay open the whole case to the bishop of Durham,
his diocesan, and to surrender up his living, or sub-
‘?it to any censure, which the bishop might think his

ault deserved. Without thus bringing himself to .
justice, he said, he never could have recovered his
|peace of mind *.

* His letter upon this occasion to the bishop is not ex-
tant, nor doth it appear what the fault was: the following
letter relates to it. i
~ « Grace and peace in Jesus Christ : if any man be vexed
in body or mind, you know it is a very grievous thing to
have no comforter; which hath constrained me to disclose
unto you (not doubting but to have both your comfort
and help, and to have it kept most secret) that thing,
which, besides to you, [ never opened to any living crea-
ture.  In this inclosed letter I have opened my grief and
weakness of conscience unto my lord ; beseeching you, if
opportunity will serve, to deliver it. Howbeit, if either
he should be pained wjth sickness; or you would first by
writing that I should have your advice, or you see any
other cause why to stay the delivery, I refer all to your
wisdom. But if you have opportunity to my lord, I hope
by you to know speedily some part of his pleasure. [
trust, my case weighed, he will rather think me to be
pitied, than had in hatred. How tender a thing con-
science i&, | have found by too good experience. I have
found moreover, that as it is easily wounded, so it is with
dificulty healed. And for my own part, I speak from my
heart, | would rather be often wounded in my body,
than once in my mind. Which things considered, I
trust you will bear with my weakness. But you may -
object, I have continued weak very long; which fault
 certainly I find with myself: but for this I accuse my own

tlowness both in study and prayer ; which by God'’s grace,
2 far as my weak body will serve, hereafter shall be
amended : for certainly those two are the chief instru-
ments, whereby I have sure trust that God of his good-
Bess will make me strong.” :
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Such was the life and character of this ex
man. A conduct so agreeable to the strictes
- of religion, gained him among his contemporaf
the title of the Northern Apostle. And. indeit
parallel was striking ; his quitting corrupt doctes
in the utmost reverence of which he had be
cated ; the persecutions he 1.t with for the
his integrity ; the danger he often ran of
dom ; his contempt of the world; his un
application to the business oi his calling ; the &
sive field; in which his labours were employed
the boldness and freedom with which he r
the guilty, whatever wbeir fortunes or station
might justly characterize him a truly aposk
person. '
Viewed with such a life, how mean and conte
tible do the idle amusements.of the world appe
How trifling that uninterrupted succession of setl
folly which engages so great a part of mank)
while each real concern of life is crouded into
small a compass. How much more nobly d
person act, who can separate appearances
realities ; and maintain with fifmness each W
resolution that he forms; persevering steadily
this excellent man, in the conscientious dis
of the duties of that station, whatever that sta

is, in which providence hath placed him!

Il 1 ) P R T

'Eﬁnted»b;i.&'Gilbcn, St John’s Squave, London.
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