














TO THE READER.
given, but only postponed until a dramatic piece,
of which she had formed. a skeleton, was. com--
pleted. ;
The fulfilling her dutiful wish, concerning her:
father, has afforded a variety to . the present work:
which cannot be uninteresting. The dramatic re--
trospect. is infrodu_eed te- give it still more wvariety;:
and those who have taken a delight in fhe:atricaIE
performances will feel pleased with every little tribute.
of gratitude to existing characters, who exert their
fine talents for the amusement of the public; Nor
will such readers be less pleased with the tribute of
~ gratitade sacred to the memory of those who are no
more; for it is. the glory of grateful Britons,
not only to crown the brows of their living favourites,

~ but to hang never fading garlands en the sepulchres |
of those who. are no more.
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the Pont-Neuf, as he was one day riding
in the suite of Louis the fifteenth. If a
drawing in black-lead of this gentleman
may be credited, he was —_certainly one of
the most handsome men of his time ;2
grand-son of Mr. Phillips, Henry Horre-
bow, bears an astonishing resemblance to
that picture, which 1s now in the posses- ‘
sion of Mr. Kelly |
The marriage of Mademoiselle Cordé |
with a protestant, and her residence in
England, separated her totally from her
family, and Mr. Phillips, her son, knew |
no more of them than that his uncle and
his first cousin lived in the house of his
grandfather Cordé, and his knowledge of
its sxtuatlon* left him no doubt that Char-é
lotte Cordé, who rendered herself so fa- |
‘mous by killing Marat, was the daughter
- of the cousin before mentioned. The con-

¢ Near Caen, in Normandy.-

duct’
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duct of this intrepid heroine is too well re-
membered to be repeated here, as it was
fully related in all the public prints which
appeared at that period.

Mz. Phillips wasnot blessed with a very
tender mother: he was sent out to nurse
immediately after his birth, and during his
‘infancy was seized with the small-pox,
which he had in such an inveterate man-
ner, that his mother could scarcely be-
lieve him to be her own child; he was
very handsome before he caught that fatal
disease, and his altered appearance made
her behold him with disgust: her hus-
band, however, was convinced he was
their son; and thinking that good sense
and an agreeable disposition might very
well compensate for the loss of beauty,
did every thing in his power to render the

, boor little- Peregrine amiable and happy ;
he gave the hoy a good education, and
paid him every necessary attention.

o R Peregrine
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Peregrine was n ot ungr ateful to the parent
who loved him, yet still thewant of mater nal |
tenderness made his home appear cheer-
less: he felt a strong inclination to visit
other climates. His wish was mdulged
he made several voyages to various parts.

|

_of the world. The last was to North |
America, and there he resided for some |

years.

At the early part “of his residence in |
North America, he was introduced to the |
‘celebrated Doctor Franklin, of whom he !
soon became an enthusiastic admirer ; he |
regarded him as a father, and, as he lis- |
tened to the precepts of his venerab'e in- |

structor, like a docile pupll he imbibed |
his principles, nor were those prmczp/es
ever eradicated.

Yet neither his affectionate admaratlon

of Dr Franklin, nor his reoard for the

Americans, particularly the Bostonians,
prevailed over his natural love for his
7o owl
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manners were those of ‘a ge.ntlemah ; he
was ‘a Very entertainfing ;companion, angi
~ perfectly understood the art of suiting
himself  to his company, without losing
for a moment the independent spirit in
_ which he gloried. - He had a very agreea-
ble voice, and, during the various elec-

tions in which he busied himself, gave

great pleasure by singing to pepular and

favorite tunes, witty ballads, written by

himself for the occasion. :

It was during one of the elections, in
which he took an active part in interest-
ing the freeholders for the celebrated Son
of Libierty, that be was dismissed from the
Wine License Office.  When he went as
usual to attend his duty at that office, he
was presented with a mote, which, in a
few words informed him, that anothér
gentleman was appointed to supply his
place, who did not devote too much time
to elections, but who woeuld attend punc-

tually
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of Mr. Keate’s ¢ Sketches from Nature,”
Mr., Phxlhps deseribes. Brlghthelmstone
,M] Keate Margate. -

In 1785 he pubhshed a selewon Of
poems from the English and Latin works
of Richard Crashaw, who died a canon
in the chapel of Loretto in 1650, Jwith
an account of the author, and an in-
troductory address to the reader. - The
beauties in these poems  certainly - do.
great honeur te the taste of the selector.
In his address to the reader, Mr. Phillips
~quotes these: words from the General
Biographieal Bictionary of 1784.: “ He
was, konoured in his life-time by the
friendship of Cowley, and since his death
by the praise of Mr. Pope, who con-
descended both to read his poems and to
‘berraw from them.” The editor in a note "
makes a judicious remark on. the con-
descension of Mr. Pope; and it is rather
a-wonder, that a MAD. S0 W ell read as My,

Phﬂhps,.
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After reading these lines, cold indeed
is the praise which Pope bestows on Cra-

shaw. In the tist;lie-pa@ge'ftq. Crashaw’s

poems Mr. Phillips mentions himself as

the author of the Brighthelmstone Diary,
and many tracts relative to the disputes:

between Great Britain and North Ame-
rica- ey

Having given thls shght sketch of the:

professional, pohtlcal, and literary cha-
racters of Mr. Phillips, it may be added,
that he was reckoned an excellent orator

by the debgtmnc societies of his time; and

that he read publicly at Freemasons’-hall,
with great applause; for several nights.
His voice was so extremely harmonious,
‘and his judgment so correct, that he
seemed to ‘give new beauties to every
thing he read, particularly to. poetry. Hé

made the most critical observations on all .

the finest orators who graced the senate,
the bar, -and the church. The stage also.
afforded:






S MEMOTRS OF
in the- hexght of thexr dlamatlc excel-
tence. ~
Although he webl remembeved W oﬁing-
ton ‘and Clive in all their comic glory,
yet Mrs. Abington was the goddess of his |
idolatry. = Aftec that lady quitted Drury |
Lane for Covent Garden theatre; Mr.
" Phillips said—* Poor Drury has-lost her |
Comic Muse, who alone could sustain
characters which now require the aid of
; #hwee pers,oné to.support them.”” Her fine
Ladies were given to Miss Farren; her
Soubrettes to Miss Pope and ‘her Hoy-A
dens to Mrs. Jordan '
. Several” other pelformersvare now on
the stage, and several authors alive, who-
might be pleased to hear the liberal praises
bestowed on their respective abilities’ by
so good a judge as Mr. Phillips, whose
taste was too well formed by the works of
authors who were dead, to neglect the
beauties in: these of the living; and he
was
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“was too well acquainted with the old dra~
matic school not té6 make very judicious
vemarkd ohsthed newss e il Fnisai!
He read, as he would travel, 1in search
of beauties, and without' expecting the
skyto be cloudless, or his path continually
enamelled with flowers ; he used to say—
¢ Faults in mankind, like weeds in the
vegetable -World,fspringf up even in the
most cultivated soil. . They are the ble-
mishes of Nature, and the fewer we see,
the better; but what can one think of 2
person who loves to magnify and multiply
the errors of a fellow-creature, and is
wilfully‘bli«nd to his perfections?--Sur‘ely
the mind of sucha person is overrun with
the deadly night-shade of envy and ill-
pature. 1f, therefore, we cannot find per-
“féction in men, it.is absurd to look for
it in their ooks ; anditis equally illiberal
' to:exposethe faults and overlook the
beauties of the one, as.itis to do the same
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~ by the others!' 7 am - fejoiced to ﬁx‘mﬁ*y
eyes ot any. thing' like" -'rbea’uty, &né.‘
when I ¢ look through Na
Nature's God,” itis" ﬁ«‘et*ﬂmug& her a’e-
v fo‘frmzms s on < uighi 8
- As a politician, an oraem', aﬂd a dra~=
matic author, Mr.' Sheridan stood" very
high in his favours; and he first gave him,
for the School for ‘Scandal, the appella-
tion which he still retains, of “ our mo-
dern Congreve.” He admired ‘the ele-
gant  Cumberland, ‘and *laughed with
O'Keeffe ; in short; everyspecies of merit,
serious, gay, ot witty, charmed him in
their turns; and ‘even novels ‘came in for
their share of his applause. - Many a time
- bas he soothed" the pangs of a gouty dis-
order; by ‘which he was ‘frequently con-
fined to his bed, with the interesting stories
of modern novelists; the gentle Heroines
of a Smith, a Bennet, the Mary of Mrs.
Gunning, - and many other amiable off-
‘ springs
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and Irejoice to find myself in my bed lmd':
up by the gout, rather than in the scenes
she presents to my imagination ; and welk
do my feelings confess the strength of her
powem Noris it in the terrific alone
that Mrs. Radcliffe excels; i the tender
scemes of domestic distress she interests
the heart, and inculcates Iessons of filial
duty 2 ik : :

. As the father of ﬁve chﬂdren, wel’l dld

~Mr. Phillips know the value of those
lessons. The natural inclipations of youth
impel them early to throw off the restraint.
- of those who have the care of them, and
too many novels and plays encourage
them to do so by representing guardians,
uncles, aunts, and parents as ridiculous,

rigoroﬁs, or .mercenary : characters, who
are derided and outwitied by the young
lovers. - Such. writings certainly help- to-

mislead youth from the paths of duty, and

 to make. them. treat the most prudent ad-

vice
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M1 Phillips had read much, was bless~
" ed with a good memory, and was perfectly
acquainted with men and manners. His
quotations, his anecdotes, and his stories,
were always applicable and. well intro-
duced ; he selected them with taste, and,
before females, with the strictest adhe-
rence to delicacy:- he recited and told
every thing in such a just and pleasing
manner, that it always rendered them new
and agreeable.  If his person, which was
short and thick, had not been against
him for the theatrical line, he would cer-
tainly have been a-most excellent actor.

In his private life Mr. Phillips was a
kind husband, an afféctionate father, a
good brother, and a most sincere friend.
He was not only compassionate to -his
fellow-creatures, but humane also to every
thing which has feeling. By him his chil-

' dren were instructed in the lessons of
pity and tenderness in life’s early day;,
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Vauxhall, bad felt: no uneasiness at his
* staying “out to an unusual hour; for the
morning was far advanced before she
heard that the beloved thusband, who was
apparently in perfect health, when, ‘buta
few hours since, he had quitted his abode,
lay a corpse, exposed to public view, in
_the house of a stranger ! To  go with the
‘messenger, snatch her: husband from un-
feeling strangers, and bring him back to
his home, where skilful physicians would
restore him' toher, was the first uncon:
troulable resolve of her distracted mind ;
for she could not be convinced ‘that he
was actually dead — she arrived at the
house—beheld his cold remains; and fell
senseless by his side. ~ Her brother, in=
formed of ‘the melancholy event; arrived
soon: after, took charge ‘of his unhappy
sister, and  settled every ‘thing necessary
in regard to the deceased. .
Although Mrs LeClerc was a very mtel-
¢ ligeng
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poser, and the author, who were all am- -

. Ply rewarded by the repeated pldudlts of
an immense audience.
December the 11th, was perfmmed at
Drury-lane theatre, a farce, entitled, The
Best Bidder, written by Mr. Andrews,
who has so - -happily pourtrayed his cha-
racters in the choice of their names, that
in reading the one we behold the other.

Sir Tedious, Mr. Parsons; Count Bam,

Mr. Palmer; Lord Beauboot Mr. Dodd;

; Capt Standard Mr. Barrymore ; Snare-
‘em, Mr. Baddeley ; Inkhorn, Mr. Suett;
Skip, Mr. Chaplin; — Arabella, Mrs.
Bulkeley ; Mrs. Brocade, Mrs. Wrighten.
This little piece contained much bustle
and humour, and gave great satisfac-

" tion to the audience,© Mrs, Wrighten in- ¢
troduced a song, “ A soldier, a soldier,

a soldier, for me,”” which she sang with so
much spirit, thatit was encored, and foudly
applauded Mr. Palmer spoke a prologue,

excellently

e
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author that his talents will be well sup-

ported ihﬁheir‘ harids-. :

L lastly beg leave to make my ac-
knowledgments to the Puzric for their

: very flattering and wninfluenced -appro-
bation, as by it they not only give a pleas-
ing proof they still retain a proper relish

for strong character and good old Eng-
bish humouwr; but that they think the dra-
ma, like the constitution, must be occa~
sienally brought back to-its original prin-
eiples, to ‘guard against the innovations
of frivolity and a false taste.”
- The prologne was written by the. re-
wiver of the comedy *, and spoken by ‘
Mr. Lee Lewes; who also acted Welford.
The epilogue was written by Mr. Col-
“man, and spoken by Mus, Abington. It
begins by a description. of the ladies in:

spMr. Cooke s o
; # (-( ,Qliee;n’ '
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Arne, a‘; charmingly sung by  Mis,
« Kennedy: it closed with a chorus. =

- This season Miss Phillips chose to try V

her power in a speaking character at her
benefit, and fixed on Mr. Cumberland’s
excellent comedy, The West Indian, in
which she played the very interesting cha-
racter of Louisa Dudley ; and as she pgjs-
sessed in /erself every delicate charm
which it required, she rendered it a high-
ly finished portrait of polished nature,
and attracted applause from every part of
 the crowded theatre. Miss Farren look-
ed charmingly in the lively and elegant
Charlotte Rusport. ' Tn the musical after-
“piece of the Quaker Miss Phillips played
 Gillian, and My, Bannister senior, for
that night, returned to Drury-lane the-
atre, to take his old 'part of Steady, which

he performed so*eXCellently! for he was °

then engaged at Covent Garden theatre.

The benefit of Miss Phillips, in 1785,

¢ evinced,
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for then, #ged, 12 might have “ nestled
Jith peace.” : . B

Mr. Daly, the manager of the Theatre
Royal in Smock-alley, Dublin, having heard
of the fame of Miss Phillips, engaged her
to perform the summer of 1783 at his
theatre ; and she aécordingly set out, ac-.
companied by her father, for Ireland, at
the close of the London theatres.

Among the many introductory letters
which Mr. and Miss Phillips took over
with them to persons: of consequence in
Dublin, was one from the celebrated
Doctor J ohnson, which was always men-
tioned with peculiar gratitude by both fa-
ther and daughter. The Doctor’s letter
was afterwards printed in My, Boswell’s
fife of that learned man; as one instance
of the active benevolence of his dispo-
sition. Zhere it stands, amidst a thousand
things equally worthy the attention of the
reader; butifit be reprinted in this little

1 o work,
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A farce, called ‘Hunt the Slipper; the
first production of a young clergymat,
Mr. Knap, came out on the twenty-first
of August, at'the Theatre Royal, Hay: -
market. It was a whimsical and pleasing
trifle, well sustained by the performers.
Songs were introduced for Wilson and
Edwin, which they executed in their
usual droll manner. M. Bannister, jun.
spoke a very good prolo:rue most excel-
]ently ; :

‘Mr. Hayley, so late in the summer sea-
son as September the second, presented
the public with his comedy in" rhyme,
called The Two Connoisseurs, which far
exceeded;in the representation, the opinion
that 'the town had formed of it.  Mr. Col-
man wrote a prologue ‘to this play for
Mr. Wilson to speak in the character of
Bayes; and 'Mr. Toph'am wrote an epi-
logue for Miss Farren : both: were ap.pro-'
pnate, ‘and extremely well spoken

s Mr.
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“sions, to- terrify hér into loving him, by
" threatening to. destroy bo'{h her and him-
stlf, if she persisted in 1efusmo' hlm and
said, that if he could not get nearer to
her, he would shoot her from the pit
when she was on the stage, and then shoot.
himself.. The next mght she was to per-
form, after she had heard this desperate
_ resolution, she was told that he was in the
pit, and near the stage. - Proper officers
of justice were sent for, and the unfor-
tunate young man was secured during the
time of her acting. Miss Phillips heard,
some time after, that the friends of that
unhappy man had pxevalled on him to
leave Europe. She always spoke of that
distracted béing with a mixture of terror
and compassion. of

- The other lov‘er,"wboseheart she had
won, loved her with the purest and most
disinterested affection: he was ardentand
sincere in his professions; he thought,

and
[
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conveyed his lovely -prizg, by Q)the ‘most
unfrequented ‘roads, along the. coast, in
order to take their passage to Scotland.
Her brother.and her maid, who had been:
her only confidants, still accompamed Miss
Phillips in her flight. . ..o :
They arrived safe in the. port but ne
vessel was ready to sail ; and there they

~were obliged to wait for some,‘,_t_ime;vr and

kept themselves as secretas possible. The
vessel was laden, every .thing was pre-
pared for their voyage, and the time fixed
for .their - going - on. board: they then
thought themselves secure; when, behsld,
the father of the young gentleman, ac-
companied by Mr. Phjlli-ps-, arrived at the
inn with a numerous retinue! All hopes
of"concealment or escape were at an end;
the house was surrounded : the two fa-
thers entered the room, where the lovers:
were lamenting their fate ; and their situ-
ation ‘s easier te be conceived than de-

; scribed.
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. anil, ‘guessing’ tfheale%r *@Wﬂ«h whon} she .
had eloped, ‘he -went immediately and in-
formed: his father; whoj highly applaading
the honourable-and disinterested conduct
of Mr. Phillips, set out with him‘in pur-
suit of ‘their: fugi“ti‘ve‘ children with all

: possxble ‘expedition, ‘and- overtook  them
just in time to prevent their marr iage—to
rend two hearts asunder which pure af-
fection had united; and to:destroy at once
all the bright prospeeis of conjugal feli-
city which mutual love had promised:
and. this was effected by a high sense of
family dignity on the side of one pasent,
and the innate principles of frue honouwr
-on'the side of the other.

W Let high birth triumph * what can be more great?
Nothl:‘ng—-—but merit in'a low estate *.”

Thus Justly thoucht a noble Enghsh
Eall when he gave his hand to a bgauti-

* Young. The Universal Passion, Sat. 1st.

0 fUl
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- e daughter and as the tungr for whmh they
had taken their lodgings in Drary-lane
was expired, he persuaded her to reside
in Charles=street, St: James's-square, with

* the youngest of the agreeable sisters be-
fore mentioned,. the eldest having married
a clergyman, with whom she had left the
kingdom, he being preferred to a chap-
lainship abroad; and Mr. Phillips rea-
sonably thought that so circumstanced,
the friends would be au acquisition to
each other, until he had suited himself
and daughter with another lodging.

- Miss Phillips did find herself as happy
in the society of that lady as auy situation
in England could have made her; but va-
l'lOllS exaggerated and false reports, con-

ernmg the affair in Ireland, had arrived
before lier, and were continually adding
to her vexation, which was not a little in-.
creased by her happening to play Enily
in the Double Disguise, the first night-

of
®
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° shomld throw her mta such an awkwmd
nredicament at her first appearance after
an affair which rumour had Spread, and
envy blotted.. .

Miss Phillips had returned to England
and her profession, but her mind appear-
ed no longer the abode ‘of tranquillity;
she always seemédﬂ"uneasy ‘and depressed,
and to her most intimate friends she has
sald—

mif Iifito0 strongly 1mpe11ed by love, 1
erred against the sacred laws of filial duty,
has not paternal authority been exerted
to punish me sufficiently without the aid
of malicious Slander? Must she too set
her venomous fangs into my heart, and
blast ‘my -character with her infectious
breath? How often do I think of Shake-
speare’s words—

¢ Good name, in man or woman—
Is the immediate jewel of their souls;

Who
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\mqns pert“enze, thie manhner lﬁ ‘v\hxhh e
“characters  were  susthined ‘cannot be
“doubted, and the author Had given them -
“many m’t’e&‘est‘mg situations to display their
* dramatic powers.  Mrs. Siddons, in Lady
‘de St. Valerie, was ﬁersel}"—-wha*t planse
“¢an ‘exceed that expression ' :
e 'p’x‘ologu*'es to ‘this tragedy was
spokéﬂ by Mr. Palmer. The “epilogue,
written by Mr. Cumberland,” was spoken
by Mus. Siddons. But surely epilogues,
exciting laughter by light fippant wit,
ought always to be spoken by a conic ac-
tress. The fine impression which Mrs.
> 'Siddons made on t’ﬁe mind by her exqui-
site tragic powers, was weakened though
‘not obhterated by her speakmg a ga)
“epilogtie : it seemed = sudden fall from,
sablimity ‘to ‘mere mortality ; to which,
those who almtost adorved her in itragedy,
““could never be reconciled, ‘and have fre-
> 'quenﬂy ‘quftted ‘the theatre rather than
5 behokl

(1]
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* &he performers soemed pleasedwith their
* characters, and of course did them justice.
Mrs. Martyr played the Page, and sung -
the interesting air in a very charming
manner, - Mr. Holcroft srote the pro-
logue, and spoke it himself. After a
very excellent introduction ‘of  the trans-
lated comedy, he pleaded for himself in
these elegant lines— . :

% Pain would I speak a woxd of what 1 feel
My bosom hopes and fears; butd appeal—
Not to your ‘Lustlce—that I dread to meet—
But to the clement heart '——that gracious seat,
Where melting Mercy sits enthiron’d, sedate,
“Turning'her eyesfrom errors, mild in state;
Bidding this maximiin hermenvny live—
“Tis buman to offend, "tis godlike to forgive.”
There was no epilogue written for this
piece, (50 hastily got up.
On_ the twenty-second of the same
month, at ,Dg ury-Jane theatre, was fnSt
per-
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~weat compliment fo Mr. Holerbft, allud-
mo to the Tollies of a Day.—-,—

¢ And Beaumarchals, by forezgn approbatlon,
Now ises, like a bishop, by translatzon

Mr. Cumberland’s comedy was th‘e last’
drama that came out in the year 1784.
The scarcity of musical Jirst pieces

was regretted by Mr. Phillips, who, anxi-
ous for his daughter’s fame and improve-
aent, wished her to have a richer variety
for the exertion of her talents. As a
" true admirer of witty dialogue and beauti-
ful poetry, he cominuaﬂy lamented that
the author of the Duenna and the School
for Scandal could not be a dramatist as
well as a -polit_ieian. ¢ Bat,” said he,
‘‘tas a patriot, I rejoice that such a man
as Mr. Sheridan adorns the British senate;
for it is far more glorious to do aood to

his country, than to amuse it.”
: In
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§on, both in the swoverture and the airs,
* most of which were én_QOQCd;f o '
~* At the time this little opera came out,
the name of Ctouch should have been put
~in the bills instead of Phillips, as the fair
syren was then married to Mr. Crouch,

~although, for some family reasons, the
marriage was a secret then, and kept S0
for some time after. iy

The first time that MISS Phllhpa beheld
Mr. Crouch was in the stage-box, one
night, when she was performing, and re-
marked him for being a very handsome
man : anothier night, and another, she
observed him situated near the stage, and
soon this handsome man was introduced
to her, became her Jover, and before long
obtained the title of her hushand.
. In this match neither of the pamea
~ could have been guided by interest. The
gentleman whatever expectances he, mlght

! o have
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.génees, and she loved he1 fdmlly too ten-
derly to suﬁ"el any one of them to want
the comforts of life, while she herself en-
joyed them. With such a family upon
her hands, she was more likely to have
lived beyond her income, even benefits
included, than to have kept within 1t
nor is it probable that Mr. Crouch, a
gay young man, had lived within his in-
come ; therefore love, not ‘prudence, ap-
peared to have promoted the match, which
was not made known beyond her own re-
lations that season, during which she con-
stantly performed as Miss Phillips, and
made no alteration whatever in her do-
mestic establishment,

At the end of January, or the beginning
of February, Mr. Kemble brought out
"The Maid of Honour, which he had very
Jjudiciously altered from Massinger’s Tra-
gi-Comedy, so called. In this playdtis
scarcely necessary to say, that both him- .

5 self

16}
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Ml. Henders‘(m gave the outline of the
tragedy, and finished with a sublime com-
pliment to ‘Shakespeare, to' which ‘that
truly excellent actor did as much justice
as he had ever done to many of the first
characters of that immortal dramatist.
Admired Henderson! this was his last
benefit | :

¥

April the second came out, at Covent |

Garden theatre, a comedy, intitled Ta-
shionable Levities, written by Mr. Mac
Nally. To say that the name was kept
up, describes the comedy, which was ably
supported by Messrs. Henderson, Lewis,
Wroughton, Tarren, Quick, Wewitzer,
Edwin, and Miss Younge, the chief of
seven ladies to match the seven gentle-
men. Mr. Wroughton spoke a pro-
logue, written by Mr. Chalmers; and
\Ilss Younge an epilogue, of uncommon
length, on the subject offas/uonable le-
vities, by Thomas Morris, Esq. The cha-

Tacter
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be of one name. “Keen satiref humour,
“and *pathetic interest, eare judiciously
blended in Tl Tell You What ! which by
turns amused and awakened the sensibi-
lity of the audience, who bestowed on it
the warmest plaudits, while the performers
‘did equal justice to themselves and the
author. Miss Farren spoke an excellent
epilogue, alluding to the very interesting
character which she performed m the ‘co-
medy, and rendered herself trufy capti-
vating in both.

Mr. O’ Keeffe's farce; the musical co-
medy of Mr. Colman, jun. and Mrs.
Inchbald’s comedy, were the only novel-
ties which came out that season, mor
were any others wanted to fill the thea-

While Mr. and Mrs. Crouch were pleas-
ing themselves with the idea of being pa-
rents, an unfortunate accident destroyed
‘their hopes. At the latter end of the sea-

son
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who existed only twvo days. The life of
*Mrs. Crouch was in danger for some time,
and she recovered very slowly. - The pre-
“mature birth, and, in consequence, the
death of this child, was certainly a mis-
fortune to: Mr. and Mrs. Crouch; if she
“bad lived to have been a tender tie of
affection between her parents, they might, '
perhaps, have lived happily together. Yet
there are too many instances of. separation
where there are children. How unna-
tural for parents to part, to break the
sacred -filial chain which nature inter-
twined around their hearts, and rend
those hearts asunder L. A uneglected wife;
who has no children, by seeking for
amusements and society, may, perhaps,
invpluntarily be led into dissipation and
its consequent errors: but a mother can
have no excuse ; her children will afford ;
her both- amusement and  employment,
and maternal: duties will oceupy all her

time,,

e
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-time in the most pleaging, most gratifyipg
manner ; whilesthe negligence of her hus-"
band renders fAer care and attentiba
doubly requisite to their -oflspring.  Mrs.
Crouch would have been an attentive and
a very affectionate ‘mother; it is greatly
to be regretted, that she was not blessed
with that title for more than #wo days.
Yet she has said—* I am so extremely
fond of my sister’s children, that I often
think if my own had lived, I should
scarcely have suffered her to have been
out of my sight, and my profession must
unavoidably have greatly interrupted my
maternal duties, and that would have ren-

~ dered me extremely unbappy. = So; I be-
lieve, it is much better for me not to be
a mother.” e

At their return to town, Mr Crouch
took apartment-s--m»Ra,_thbone Place, and
at t;}at time they were apparently very

_happy. Her engagement at the Theatre

Royal,
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was renewed in the
1d she continued in-
~and public favour,

Royal Drury-la
’name of Crou
-er‘easmg in ‘,,ab

- while 1 her ‘private life she was respeet-

ed and beloved by all who knew her. -

" The first dramatic novelty for the win-
. ter of 1785 was a farce, called Appear-
ance Is Against Them, written by Mrs.
Inchbald, whose comedy, I'll Tell You
What! was the last at the summer thea- /
tre. 'The farce was perfm med at Covent
Garden theatre.

Mrs. Webb, and Messrs. chk and
Edwm, kept up the laugh, and were the
principal sapport of the piece, which was
well received. “A' prologue, written by
Capt. Topham, which announced the au-
ther of the farce, was well spoken by -
Mr. Wloughton

‘October the 17th, M1ss Brunton made
her first*appearance at Covent Gerden
~ theatre, in the character of Horatia, in,
t 5 the
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Her: voice suppress d? and GAR.RICK s aemus ﬂed

MELPOMENE dec T droopmw head;

: She mourn’d their loss, then ﬂed to western skies,

ANd saw, at Barn, another genius rise.

. Old DrurY’s scene the goeddess bade her choose—
The actress heard, and spoke—* herself'a Muse s 4
From the same nursery this night appears

‘ Another warbler, yet of teuder years;

As a young bird—as yet unus’d to fly -

On wings expanded, thro’ the azure sky,
With doubt and fear its first excursion tries,
And shivers ev'ry feather with surprise;

So comes our chorister—the summer’s ray
Around her nest call’d forth a short essay:
And tremb]mg on the brlnk with fear she sees

"This unknown clime, nor dares to trust the breeze.

" But here no unfledg’d wing was ever crush’d 5

Be each rude blast within its cavern hush’d :

Soft swelling gales may waft her on her way,,

*Till, eagle like, she eyes the fount of day;

She then may dauntless soar—her tuneful voice

May please each ear, and bid the grove rejoice.”

* This alludes to the elegant and pathetic fare-
well, written and spoken- by Mrs. Siddons upen her
leaving Bath,

After


















©
268 MEMOIRS OF

ndt elegant; she 'pg;ssgsses not. the polish-
ed  manners of a fine ’lacfy; nor the skill
of a fine singer: what is it then which
never fails to captivate, whether sh‘ev speaks
or sings, is grave or playful ?—

¢« 'Tisthe bewitching charm of Jordan all together i

The Strangers at Home was the first
sew piece in which the name of Crouch
took place of that of Phillips. Mrs.
Crouch had a pretty character; and gdin-
ed great applause for both: her singing
and acting. Mrs. Jordan’s was a lively
part, in which she put on mens’ clothes,
to pass for the husband of Laura. Mr.
Bannister, senior, returned to Drury-lane, -
was no stranger, but quite at home in
Fire'iock, the brave old British soldier.
The opera was extremely well performed
throughout, and universally applauded.

A pantomime, called Omai; or a Trip
- round the World, was got up at Covent
; : - ,Garden
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) ) L
with-all-her comig spirit in Mrs. Heidel* e
burg, and many'bther elderly characters
of humour, in which she left no substi-
tute, Miss  Pope being much too young
for: those parts. . Mrs. Clive, then Miss
Raftor, made her first appearance in a
pastoral opera, called Love in a Riddle,
written by Colley Cibber, under very dis-
agreeable and intimidating circumstances
for a young creature, only sixteen, who
had never appeared hefore an audience,
awful, at first, even when they are most .
tranquil ; but she had to encounter them
in a storm. A strong party had been
raised against the opera, who began to
evince their displeasure from the first
scene. Miss Raftor entered in the midst
s of tumult; and, although wery much ter- -
rified, begun her song, and charmed them.
into silence— they applauded — they en-
cored-2-she was encouraged by every mark
~of favour; but the opera was still disap-
VoL 1. | N proved.
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proved Ttwas peﬁfmed a‘semﬁnd night,
‘The Prince of Wales, father to his pre-
- sent Majesty, thatevening honoured Drury-
lane theatre with his presence, for the
first time after his arrival in England; yet
“~even that circumstance could not silence
- the roaring of John Bull, who made even
a louder ‘disturbance ‘than on the night
* before. Mr. Cibber was obliged to come
upon the stage, and promise, that if the
~audience, in respect to the Royal pre-
sence, would permit the performers to go
-quietly through ‘the opera that night, he
would relinquish his benefit on the next,
the third night, ‘and totally withdraw the
‘piece. This submission to their will was
enough; they ‘were tranquillized, and
Love in a Riddle was performed withoute
‘any farther interruption; and Miss Raftor
‘was:again'loudly applanded. Mr. Cibber
-withdrew the opera; but selected a ’paﬂ,
F 'w*hmh ‘he ‘hrought out’ afterwards as 2
, : ~ballad
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ballad fm-ee “called Damem and Phrllxda,
with great success. -Miss Raftor played
~also in the farce, which became a stock
piece. From this period she preserved
«sthe favour of the public, and they beheld
‘her departure from the stage with infinite
- vegret. - Churchill, in his Rosciad, gives
- the -fol-lbwing character of Mrs. Clive—

< First giggling, plotting chambermaids arrive,
Hoydens and romps, led on by General Chve.
In spite of outward blemishes she shone,
‘For hamour fam’d, and humour all her own:
Easy, as if at home, the stage she trad;
« Nor sought the eritic’s pralse, nor fear’d his md
Ougma‘l in spirit and in ease, .
_She pleas’d, by hiding her attempts to please

“ No comic actress ever yet could ra‘;se, :
“On Humour s base, ‘moré ment, or more pralse. .
o %
Mlss Pope, who came a chlld upon the

stage and was instructed by Garrick him-
“self to perform the Lilliputian Lady Flim-

na,p, ‘an: offspring of his ewn faney, in
i N2 the

P

-
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the farce of Lllllpllj: was beloved by Mrs.
Clive, whese experience rendered her
advice of great utility to so young a can-
didate for public fame, and whose comic
abilities. were extellent_ models for the
youthful genius of Miss Pope. - It is de-
voutly to be wished that this charming
actress will not bid adieu to the stage,
until she has left as good a copy of her-
~ self behind, as she was of Mrs. Clive.

No people in the world are more grate-
ful to those whose talents have given them
pleasure than the English,  Had Mrs.
Clive existed much longer than she did,
and had returned to the stage in any cha-
racter suitable to her years, she would
have been welcomed back with joy.

A return to the stage, after a very long
absence from it, is recorded of an actress
who had been a favourite in the reign of
King Charles the second, and who re-

turned to the stage, merely by way of

v131t
¢
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visit, in_ the reign of Georoe the ﬁrst
Charles Molloy, ’Esq took a farce, called
The Half-pay Officer, froma tragi-comedy
of Sir William Davenant’s, intitled Love
and Honour, and plevallcd on Mrs. Fryer
to take once more her original character
of Lady Richlove, which being that of an
old weman, suited her years. Accord-
ngly she was thus announced in the bills:
% Lady Richlove by the famous Peg
nyer who has not. appeared upon the
~ stage these fifty years, and who mll dance
a jige at the end of the farce.” A few
remembered her, and went to the theatre
to see an old favonnte - but most went
out of cunosny to Lincoln’s Inn' Fields
theatre to see Mus. Fryer, then, in the
year 1720, elghty five years of age. This
extramdmaxy woman appeared in ‘the
character of a Grandmother before a
crowdpd house, ‘sustained the part with
great spmt ‘and obtained the most gra-
: : N'3 : tifying
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tkfymg applause. ¢ But when $hé was o
* dance, she came on the stage, app arently-@
qhite exhausted by her 'exertion ;
scarcely able to support herself, ‘made an
attempt to retire, grateful for the ap-
 plauses ‘she had obtained, whenthe or-
chestra played the Ivish' Trot, and the
animated old woman danced her promised
jigg, laughing at the surprise of the au-
~ dience, with the nimbleness aid vivacity
of five and twenty, and the applauses she
received were unbounded. ~Mrs. Fryer,
after that, kept a tavern and ordinary at
_ Tottenham-court, and her house was con-
tinually thronged with company, who went
out of curiosity to converse with that ex-
traordinary old woman.

«This year, the day after Christmas-day,
Mr. John Palmer, of the Theatre Royal,
Drury- lane went, attended by a grand
procession, to lay the first stone gf the
Royalty Theatre, and Jehn Mox gan, Lsq.

Re-
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The Ground selected for the Pucpose bemg '
WS smlated within the leerty

or” ;

HIS MAJESTY'S FORTRESS AND PALACE
Of the Tower of LoxnoxN.

It has been res solved, that in honour of
the Magistr ate& ‘the Military Officers, and
Inhabuams of the said Fortress .and Pa-
lace, the Edifice, 'when erected, ’shall‘ be
called :

THE ROYALTY THEAT RIL
‘Sanctioned by Authority, and liberally
. patronised by Subscription;

In January, 1786, General Burgoyne
presented a charming new year’s-gift to the
‘public, in- his comedy of The Heiress.
The first representation of this elegant
play was brilliantly attended, and it re-
ceived the most unbounded applause from
every part of the crowded theatre. - g}ene-
ral Burgoyne took the idea of this comedy
from
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fmm ‘a French, plsav called Le Pere da
Famille, and also from a novel, and blend-
- ed the parts so skilfully together, that they
. have formed a most pleasing whole. This-
~play had such: a run at the time it came
out, and has been so repeatedly perform-
ed since, that all the lovers of dramatic
"performance‘s know it almost by rote, as

they do the School for Scandal; besides

that; itis in ‘every person’s library. The

first edition was sold the day 1t came out,
‘and a second had nearly as rapid a sale;

therefore, to give the dramatis person,

or any account of the Heiress here, would
be needless.  General Burgoyne, in The

Maid of the Oaks, wrote the character of
Lady Bab Lardoon for Mrs. Abmgt@n, that
in one part she might display her talents.
in two opposite lines, courtly elega,nce
and &rustlc simplicity, glvmg as' much
scope . for: good acting in both, as the

vspace would - allow, and in both she was
NS5 inimi-

-
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fnimitable. . In the Heirgss he was not
}ess happy i suiting the characters to the
performers; every one seemed at home
in “the personé whom they represented,
both the males and females. No one ean
possibly regret the loss of the original
Lady Emily Gayville, when she, whoso
excellently performed an earl’s daughter
in fiction, as excellently performs  the
character of an earl's wife in reality.
Miss Pope still occasionally pessonifies
Miss Alserip, giving the highest finish to
the eharacter; and Mr. Bannister, jun
and Mr. R. Palmer, exist to support
better characters. But the suspicious
Sir Clement, the droll Alserip, the flatter-
ing Chignon, the honest Rightly, the sens
sible Clifford; the elegant and- handsome:
Gayville, and the beautiful and interesting:
Miss Alton, are; with or’r'e‘-'sxcept-imi., no.
mote:! “Those characters may never, per=
haps, be ail so well acted as they were at
: first.
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 fimsts K'm - Parsons, Baddeley, Aickif, »
Palmer, Szmth, and M. Crouch, area
group not easily replaced, . . ‘,

It was impossible for Miss Alton to--

have had a betzer representative than Mrs.
- Crouch; her beauty, the innate delicacy
of her manners, and her captivating veice,
exactly suited the character which  she
drest with the most appropriate and be-,
coming simplicity ; and in her behayiour
to the Heiress she evinced the true dig-
nity and spirit of insulted worth, and the
impressive manner in ‘which she uttered
the -word * scorn,” is never to. be: for-
gotten.

The: nght H.om Rlchard Fltzpatrlck
wrote the prologue to-this comedy : it was
spoken by Mr., Ring; an and General Bu;:-

- goyne, being disappeinted of an epilogue,.
wrote one. himself for Miss Farren to:
Spea.k, whlch ﬁhe dad mhe& usual elegam
ma.nnex:. - Pty
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* Two or three years previous- to the ap-
pearance of the Heiress, a female scribbler
read asstory which she thought would make
~.an excellent drama; and  accordingly,
taking merely the plot, wrote a comedy
of five acts, and called it ¢ The Heiress.”
Tt was written for amusement, and read
for the entertainment of friends, without
.any hope of its ever being acted. Mr:
Theo. Forrest, being an old friend in the
author’s family, heard part of it, and, as
an engagement prevented him from hear-
ing more than three acts, he requested
.perm-issior; to take it with him to finish;
which he did, ‘and kept it for severak days,
and then returned it with his opinion, that
some of the managers should see it, and
promised to introduce it the next winter.
Mr. Forrest died suddenly !—the comedy
lay dormant. -Another comedy, called the
Heiress; was announced! the- number of
characters agreed in both, in both: there

= was
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"was a song in the same act—was it tmp-

. ther Heiress, or had any one, unknown’

to Mr. Forrest, taken a copy while it fe-
mained ‘at his house? The author of
Heiress the first went to the theatre the:
Jfirst night of IHeiress the seeond; was
convmced it- was not /Zer comedv, but
‘one far superior, which afforded her the
greatest entertainment, and which she

- thought fully deserved all the applause it

obtained. : :
In March, at Drury-lane theatre came

out a tragedy, called The Captives, writ-

ten by :Dottor Delap. It is a Scottish

- story from Ossian, and was thus perform-

©

ed—Erragon, Mr Smith; Connal, Mr.

. Barrymore ; Hiadallan, = Mr. Bensley;
_ Everallan; Mr. Kemble; Minla, Miss-

Kemble* ; Malvina, Mrs. Siddons; and
yet, so well supported, it could not main-
tain its ground for more than threenights.

) 3

W P Mo
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The prologue-and epilogue were written.

by T. Vaughan, Esq. Bothpossessed much
- poltical merit, and were excellently spo-
ken by Mr Banmster, jun. and Mrs. Sld-',
dons.

+ On the ﬁfteenth of the same month at
(}ovent Garden theatre, was brought out
a tragedy, from the Sorrows of Werter,
which took his name. The principal cha-
racters'were performed thus— Werter, Mr.
Holman; Albert, Mr. Farren ; Charlette,
Miss: Brunton. The prologue and epi-
logue were hoth written by Mr. Meyler, of
Bath, andspoken by Mr. Wrolighton and
and Miss Brunton. They allude, to. the
story of Werter, and to the performers,
who were fostered at Bath to adorn the
London stage. ; This.tragedy was rejected
by Mr. Harris; then performed with suc-
cess-at Bath, and brought out at Covent
Garden - this season, by Miss Br unton,
for her beneﬁt it was the first dramatlc

- : attempt
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respected by many ladies of fashioﬂ -which
thie crowded and elegant house on her be-
nefit nights evinced. To _ascertain the
performances of every-one of Aer nights,
as she did not keep an account of them
herself, would give much trouble, and be .
of very little consequence to the memoirs,
as, after the first two or three seasons, she
seldom took a new character, but some
favourite piece.

Although married, she never appeared
to be controuled in what she always con-
sidered as her family duties; *nor in those
acts of benevolence to such of her fellow
creatures whose distresses were made
known to her. She never was the dupe
of professed paupers, because the sums

she gave for a temporary relief could not
injure her; it was her greatest delight to
do essential service to the mdxgent and,

~ to that effect, she made” partxcula:r en-
_quiries into their circumstances and ca-
pabilities : if they evaded those enquiries,
she
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* she had done wigh them, but if she found
them real objects of compassion, she be-
~ came an earnest and eloquent solicitor in
- their behalf to the rich and great: she.
was indefatigable; she lost not a moment,
and through fer interest has many a poor
family been relieved, many children
‘placed in schools, and boys in the Ma-
rine Society, who else might have been
vagabonds and pickpockets, and in doing
2his, she was'a friend ‘to her country, as
well ‘as to the poor. Many, who have
gome to hel, bending beneath the double.
weight of old 'age and *=p0Verty; have,
through her means, enjoyed for the
remainder of ‘their days, retirement
and tranquillity in those peaceful abodes,
with which ‘benevolence ~has 'adorned
‘our metropolis, ‘- She used to say, that
_ alms-houses environed London like a
circle of glory, and that she never
could look at those neat asylums for re-
duced gengility without shedding tears of

pleasure
3






