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MICHAEL ANGELO. ot 

that he ufed to feal his letters with his head ; 

and in the pi@ure whicli he painted of himlelf for 

the Royal Academy, has reprefented himfelf 

ftanding near a bult of Michael Angelo, whole 

manner he perhaps never imitated fo fuccefsfully, 

as in his picture of the Death of Count Ugolino. 

Indeed, fo imprefled was Sir Jofhua Reynolds 

with the tranfeéndent powers of Michael Angelo, 

that in. the Jaft fpeech which, unfortunately for 

the lovers of Art, he delivered as Prefident of 

the Royal Academiy, he thus concludes :— 

« Gentlemen, I refle& not without vanity, that 

« thefe Difcourfes bear teftimony of my admira- 
tion of this truly divine man; and I fhould 

< defire, that the laft words which I fhould pro- 

‘© nounce in this Academy, and from this place, 

“ might be the name of Michael Angelo, Mi- 

* chael Angelo!” 

  

உ 

One of the great ornaments of the prefent 
Englith School of Painting, who has ftudied the 

works of this fublime artift with the greateft at- 
tention, and who has imitated them with, the. 

greateft fuccefs, favours the ComPiter of thefe 

yolumes with the following character of his mafter 

and his ode Gt feems almoft unneceflary, upon 
i add the name of <Mr. Fuse): 

      
conception, grandeur. of form, 

manner, are the elements of 

Ea s¢ Michael
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‘MICHAEL ANGELO. 55 

“© Nothing is trifling in the hiftory of genius. 

‘The following ftrange incident, extracted from 

the Life of Michael Angelo, written by his 

pupil, or rather attendant, Afcanio Condivi, 

deferves notice, becaufe it is related from the 

mouth of Michael Angelo himfelf. 

45 Some*time after the death of Lorenzo de 

Medici, Cardiere, a young Lnprovifatore, enter 

tained by his fon Piero, fecretly informed Mi- 

chael Angelo, with whom he lived in habits 

‘of friendthip, that Lorenzo de Medici had 

®ppeared to him in a ragged. paul of black 

over his naked bedy, and commanded him to 

announce to his fon, that in a fhort time he 

fhopld be driven into exile and return no more. 

Michael Angelo exhorted him to execute the 

commands of the vifion; but Cardiere, aware 

of the haughty infolent temper of Piero, for- 

bore to follow his advice. Some mornings 

after this, whilft Michael Angelo was bufy in’ 

the Cortile of the Palace, Cardiere, terrified 

and pale, comes again, and relates, that the 

night before, when yet awake, Lorenzo, in 

the fame garb, appeared to him again, and 

chad enforced his orders with a violent blow 

on the cheek. Michael Angelo now, with 

great earneftnefs, infifting on his immediate 

compliance with the commands of the vifion, 

: hore « Cardiere
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MARTIN LUTHER. 82 

is much perplexed at the number of heads that 
are before him. When I ftand in the pulpit I fee 
no heads, but imagine thofe that are before me 

to be all blocks, When I preach, I fink myfelf 
deeply down: I regard neither Doétors nor 
Mafters, of which there are in the church 

above forty. But I have an eye to the multi- 

tude of young people, children, and feryants, 
of which there are more than two thoufand. 

I preach to. them, and direct my difeourfe to 

thofe who have need of it. A preacher fhould 

be a logician and a rhetorician; that is, he 

mutt be able to teach and to admonifh, When 

he preaches upon any Article, he muft firft 

diftinguifh it; then define, defcribe, and thew 

what itis; thirdly, he muft produce fentences 

from the Scripture to prove and to ftrengthen 

its fourthly, he muft explain it by examples ; 

fifthly, he muft adorn it with fimilitudes ; 

and laftly, he muft admonifh and roufe the 

indolent, correét the difobedient, and teprove 

the authors of falfe doétrine. Young Di- 

vines,” adds Luther, “ ought to ftudy the 

Hebrew language, that they may be able to 

compare together Greek and Hebrew words, 

and difcern the-property, the nature, and the 

force of them.” 

63 Luther,
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’ MARTIN: LUTHER. © Bo 

“Luther died. February 16, 1546, at Bifleben. 

‘Not long before that event took place he was afked 
by one of his friends, whether he-died in the firm 

conviction of the truth of the doétrine which he 

had preached. He anfwered “ Yes,” in a very 
loud tone of voice, and expired immediately. 

As Luther felt his ftrength declining he made 

his will; the conclufion of which is very re- 

markable, as it fhews how highly he ftill thought 

of himfelf and of his miniftry. 

“I have my reafons for omitting the ufual 

*¢ formalities in this my laft will, and I hope I 

s fhall have more credit given to me than to.a 

Notary. For Iam well known in the world; 

« fince God, the Father of all mercy, has in- 

 trufted me, an unworthy finner, with the 

“ Gofpel of his fon, and enabled me to preach 

* it with truth, fidelity, and perfeyerance even to 

this day; fo that many perfons have been con- 

« verted by my miniftry, and think mea Doctor 

of truth, notwithftanding the excommunica- 

tion of the Pope, the ban of the Emperor, 

and the wrath of many Kings, Princes, and 

« Priefts ; nay, in {pite of the wrath of all the 

* Deyils. Why fhould I then not be credited in a 

* matter fo infignificant as my will, particularly 

 fince my hand-writing is well known, and 

i G4 “ fofficient,



88 MARTIN LUTHER. 

«< fufficient, if it can be faid, This is written by 
«¢ Dr. Martin Luther, the Notary of God, ‘and 

« the Witnels of his Gofpel.” 

Luther’s body was carried to Wurtemberg, and * 

«buried in the Eleétoral Church of that city. A 

brazen. plate, with an infcription, covers his , 

grave, which is oppofite to that of his friend 

Melanéthon. த் 

"When the Emperor Charles the Fifth was at 

‘Wurtemberg in 1547, fome of his Officers de- 

firing him to order the bones of Luther to be dug 

up and burnt, he nobly told them, “ I have now 

« nothing farther to do with Luther. He has 

* henceforth another Judge, whofe jurifdiction it 
« is not lawful for me to ufurp. Know that ! 
« make not war with the dead, but with the living 

« who ftill continue to attack me.” 

« The ardent fpirit of Luther,’ {ays one of his 
Biographers, “ fhone out in his eyes, which were 
« fo fparkling that no one could bear to look at 

© them.” 

Luther, though of a firm and ftrong conftitu- 

tion, was fubje¢t to that difeafe of men of genius 
and of talents, Melancholy,—which affeéted him 
fo violently, that he occafionally imagined he faw 

ட the



‘MARTIN LUTHER. 89 

the Devil, and that he held converfations with 

‘him. While he lay concealed in the ரத 
fortrefs of Wartburgh, he thought he faw the 
Enemy of Mankind approaching to converfe with 

him. Theintrepid Reformer threw his ink-ftand 

at the phantom, and, according to Dr. Burkhardt 

the fpot which the ink made upon the wall ofihe 

room remains {till vifible. 5 

Seckendorf thus defcribes Luther : 

«< He had-an uncommon genius, a lively ima- 

gination, a good hare of learning, a pious 

«and devout difpofition, a tin€ture of melan- 

choly and enthufiafm, and a great warmth and 

impetuofity, which impelled him to infult and 

ridicule, his adverfaries.. He was fond of 

mufic, ahd both a compofer and performer, 

which he faid was equally good for foul and 

body; that icexpelled melancholy, and put the 

Devil to flight, who mortally hated mufic. He 

entertained a mean opinion of the capacity and 

difpofition of thofe who had no tafte for this 
excellent art. He alfo facrificed to the Graces, 

and compofed fome poems, both in Latin and 

«© German,” 

« 

« 

« 

8 

« 

« Iam accufed,” fays Luther, ‘ of rudenefs 

and.immodefty, particularly by my adverfaries, 

who haye net a grain of candour and good- 
*¢ manners, 

«
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¢ ‘to find: fincerity but in heaven, I ani in the 

* midft of thofe enraged wafps (he fpeaks of the 
* Lutherans), in the mid{t of thofe Demagogues, 

“ jgnorant men, who are unacquainted either 

‘© with piety or with good order. We fhall fallinto 
a ftate of anarchy, into‘a ftate that concentrates 
every poflible kind of mifchief.. 1 only with 

«« for a:pious aflembly, where religious matters 

“« may be treated of without fophiftry and with- 
“ out tyranny. Would to heaven (adds he), 

* that I could not only not enfeeble the power 
of Bifhops, but eftablifh their dominion ! for I 

‘© fee but too well what fort of a Church we are 

“ likely to have, if we demolifh Ecclefiaftical 

« Government. Iam fure that the tyranny we 

« have quitted, will then be nothing to that 

which we fhall fee eftablifhed,’” 

« 

« 

6 

« 

This learned and amiable Difciple of Luther 
poflefled none of the violence and impetuofity of 
his Mafter. He was fo diftinguifhed for his 

moderation, that Francis the Firft wrote to him 

to defire him to affift at a conference with the 

Doétors of the Sorbonne on the difputed points 

of religion. Melanéthon was very anxious to go 
to France; but his Sovereign, the Elector of 

Saxony, would not permit him. Henry the 

Eighth was no lefs defirous to {ee this celebrated 
Controverfialift.. Melanéthon, however, ailifted 

% at
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at the Conferences of Spire in 1539, and made 

moft diftinguifhed figure at them. It is faid, that 

haying occafion to fee his mother as he was 

going to the Affembly; fhe, who was a good 

Catholic, ferioufly entreated her fon to tell her 

what fhe! was to think of the religious difputes 

that were then dividing the Chriftian world. 

He replied, ‘¢ Attend to thofe prayers which 

contain no fuperftition in them; and ge on to 

«pray and to believe as you have been ufed to 

« do, without permitting your mind to be dif- 

 turbed ல் the prefent conflict of religious 

* opinions.” Abbé de Choify fays, that on a 

fimilar occafion he told this excellent woman, that 

« The new religion was the moft plaufible, the 

 antient religion had the moft certainty.” 

Melan@hon, though a zealous difciple of 

Luther, did not always think with: his Mafter. 

In fome points he followed Zuinglius, in others; 

Calvin; and he had fo often changed his opinion 

of them, that he was called the German Proteus: 

he wifhed, however, to have been the. Pacifier of 

that country, and to have ftilled the ftorms and 

tempelts in-religious matters which divided and 

diftracted it. He was fo anxious to. effect this, 
-that, on finding it, impoffible to moderate the 

violence of his countrymen, he moft fincerely 

wifhed for death to put an end to his gricf and 
; மர



MELANCTHON. 53 

difappointment; <‘ for then,” faid நகு எர நல 
*₹ 06216 (0 be expofed to the hatred and to the 

« anger of Theologians. I fhall fee God him- 

« felf; and in his bofom fhall draw out the know= 

* Jedge of all thofe wonderful myfteries, which I 

« have in this life only feen as through a veil. 

«« My colleagues,” added he, “ thirft after my 

© blood; becaufe, to prevent confufion, I would 

“ pring them back again to that Authority which 

« they are pleafed to call flavery. “Thele Heroes,” 

continues he, “ who are conftantly raifing the 

 moft cruel wars againft the Church and the 

** Country, feem to have very little care about 

‘me? they by no means feel my fituation. 

« They hate me becaufe I wifh to reftore the 

‘* jurifdiation of Bifhops. The People accuftomed 

“© to live in licentioufnels, after having thrown 
“© off their yoke, will no longer fupport it. The 
48 Cities of the Empire are thofe who are moft 
* difpleafed with their jurifdiction, caring little 

either for purity of doétrine or of religion. 

«They are merely jealous of power and of 

« liberty.” 

‘Again, this pious and moderate Divine fays in 
one of his letters to his friend Camerinus, “ I 

* live in"perpetual bondage, as if I were in the 

cave of the Cyclops. I cannot difguife my 

“ fentiments to you. I have really often thoughts 
(12 of



94 MELANCTHON. 

«< of making my efeape’? Luther was not the 

only perfon that offered him yiolence ; ‘* for,” 

adds the eloquent Bifhop of Mcaux very faga- 

cioufly, “ every one has the command oceafion- 

«< ally amongft perfons who forlake the lawful 

௭ guthority*, and the moft moderate are always 

« the moft enflaved. , The obfervation applies 3 

© well to thofe who relinguith the eftablithed 

« fyftem of government, as thofe who ,fet up 

< againtt the eftablifhed fyftem of religion ina 

© fate, and fhould make them both equal 

« enemies to innovations in either.” 

உ 

  

PALINGENIUS. 

‘Tur Author of the celebrated Latin Poem 

Zodiacus Vite, that goes under the name of Palin- 

genius, was Manzoli. He died about the yea! 

1530. He is fuppofed to have been aProteftant, 

and was one of the many learned men of his 

time, who, having embraced the opinions of 

Luther, found proteétion at the Court of the 

Duchefs of Ferrara. By his frequent allufions to 

* After the execution of Charles the Firkt, many different 
regulations of the government took place in England. This 
happened likewite in France after the maffacre of Louis XVI- 

6 phyfic



PALINGENIUS. “98 

-phyfic throughout the Poem, and the continual 
abufe of the ignorant and the mercenary prac- 

titioners of that divine art, he appears either to 

have profefled it himfelf, or to have fuftered ex: 

tremely from the abufe of it. 

Many paflages in the Poem are vety fine. The 
fpeech of the old man who has mif{pent his 
youth in idlenefs and pleafure, in the ninth book, 
is extremely ftrong and pathetic. 

  quum ferior etas 

Sentiet ingenium, famam rem, membra perife 
Exiguomellis gujtu et duleedine inani, 
Lunciterum ut multi dices, O tempora pulchra 
Quam mofe vos novi! quo fugiftis! miferum me? 

‘When coming age fhall fet before your eyes 
‘Talents and fortune, health and reputation, 

For empty pleafures, appetites indulged, 
Groveling and low, for ever gone and loft! 
Will you not fay, as many more have faid, 

Oh Time, for knowledge and improvement given, 
How ill employ’d! Oh! whither are you fled? 
Ah, never to return! Wretch that I am! 

ignorant and interefted Phyficians he calls 

Carnifices Lominum Jub boneffo nomine fiunt. 

Mankind’s fell butchers with a nobler name. 

   



 



 



 



 



 



JOHN CALVIN, 1௦௩ 

had been petfonally acquainted with Calvin; 

and that at laft he met with an old Clergyman, a 

Canon of a French Cathedral, who told him, 
upon his oath, that he was acquainted with him 
at Paris, and that he remembered meeting him 
one day, in a by-lane of that city, difguifed as a 

labourer, with a hough in his hand ; that Calvin 

told him he had that inftant changed clothes 
_ with a-countryman for a fum of money; and 

that he was making what hafte he could to the 

frontiers, to efcape the purfuit of the Licutenant- 
Criminal, who was in fearch of him for fome par- 
ticular religious opinion which he had delivered 
in the College of Le Moyne at Paris. The Canon 

faid, that he afked Calyin why he thought fit to 
» put himfelf into this difagreeable and dangerous 

fituation, and why he gave into fuch novelties in 
religious notions. Calvin replied, that he be- 

lieved he had been to blame, but that he was now 
too far engaged with the party to recede; and that 

having acquired confequence and reputation: 
by it, he muft be contented to live with it 

or die for it, as might happen. In {pite how- 
ever of ill health, of the many fermons he was 
obliged to preach, and the variety of conferences 
on religious and civil matters which he was 
obliged to attend at Geneva, he found time 

_to write nine large volumes in folio, Ac- 

“HQ cording:
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GCOLAMPADIUS. 147 

“ad nos traximus : Opes nofiras Equeftres opes 
“© comederunt et confumpfer unt he Canobiales ; -ut 

neque Cansbiales neque Equefires ainplius ba» 

beamus—We Nobles have added to our Baro- 
“* nial property that which belonged to the Con- 

“vents. Yet-by fome means or other this pro- 
perty of the Convents has devoured and con- 

fumed our Baronial property, fo that at pre- 
dent we no longer poffefs the property of either 

* one or thé other.” He concludes by the fable 

of the Eagle, “ who ffealing from the Altar of 
“* Jupiter’a facrifice which was placed upon it, 

“ took with it into his neft a burning coal which 
“fet fire to. it. This may indeed be cafily ac- 

* counted for : They in general who come into 

** poffeffion of wealth to which they are not en- 
‘titled, are profufe and carelefs ; and become, 

“perhaps, really poorer than they were before 

‘© this unexpeéted acceflion of property, and verify 
“the celebrated: Latin adage, Male parta male 
“* dilabuntur. The rapacious. Courtiers, the 

* faithlefs and difhoneft Adminiftrators; and the” 

“« Princes to whofe paffions they made them- 

“« felyes fubfervient, like the’ Harpies in the fable, 

“« deftroyed that very wealth they were fo anxious 
“to obtain, and appeared to have their wants 

‘© excited in proportion to their rapine and_de- 

** vaftation, which, like an immenfe gulph, fwal- 
* lowed up whatever was placed near them,” 

ose ee 

« 

« 

66 
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CHARLES THE FIFTH, 149 

‘€ ignorance of the proprictie of the Spanifh 
_ “ tongue, told the Emperor amongft other words, 

8 that he was hombre el mas inerato en el mondo, 

the ingrateft perfon in the world to ufe his 
-  mafter fo. The Emperor took him fuddainlie 

with the word, and faid, ¢ Calleft thou me in- 

*grato? I tell thee, learn better termes, or elfe 

« ¥ will teach them thee.” The Ambaflador 
* extufed it by his commiffion, and faid they 
« were the King his Mafter’s words, and not his 

«© own. ¢ Nay,’ quoth the Emperor, ‘ thy Mafter 

* durft not have fent thofe words, were it not for 

“ that broad ditch between him and me, (meaning 

*« the fea, adds Puttenham,) which it is hard to 

s pafle with an army of revenge.’ The Am- 
«¢ baflador was commanded away, and was no 

© more heard by the Emperor, till, by fome other 
« means, afterwards, the grief was either pacified 

f° or forgotten.” 

s 

When he was in France in 1539, he was re- 
ceived in the country-feat belonging to the illuf 

trious family of La Rochefoucault. On quitting 
it he faid, “ That he had never feen a houfe 

Sy which gave more evident marks of the great 

« virtue, of the politenefs, and of the nobility of 
“ its pofleffors, than the Chateau de la Roche- 
“ foucault.” 

be} The
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CHARLES THE FIFTH, கம் 

** fometime indifpofed, foon brought to perfecter 
«health. I did fay befides much more, there 

“© could be fewé that did more rejoice at his 
© Majefty’s fo honourable and fortunate ap- 
** proaching towards the Low Countries, than 

« did the King my mafter, who did repute all 

“his Majefly’s good fuccefles to be as his own, 

«and as glad as of any that could happen to 
himfelf ; befeeching his Majefty to believe me 

in this I added nothing of my own, but faith- 
fully did fay in Italian, word for word, that 

the King’s Majefty had appointed me in 
Englith; and faid the King’s Majefty, even in 

© thefe years, did contend with his noble father 
* either in loving the Low Countries of Flanders, 

or in defire to fhew pleafure to his Majefty, 
Lord of them. He did not fuffer me to go 

© on, but with the leaft paufe that I could make, 

he did utter unto mé in gentle words, that he 

took the King his good brother’s letter in very 

thankful part, and took his falutations, and 

fending of me to him with fuch a friendly mef- 
“ fage, as they did right well deferve; faying as 

‘ well as he could, (for he was newly rid of his 

* gout and fever, and therefore his nether lip was 
“< in two places broken out, and he forced to keep 
“a green leaf within his mouth, at his tongue’s 

“ end; a remedy, as I took it, again{ft fuch his 

“ drynefs as in his talk did increafe wpon him,) 

L4 «he 

« 

6 

« 

« 

© 

«
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* he: neither had nor could forget the King’s 

« Majefty’s love, at fundry times fhewn unto him, 

“ nor deceive that truft in which at his death 

“he did put him, in recommending unto his 
*¢ truft the King his fon. He would not forget — 
“ the amity that fo many years had lafted between 

- the realm of England and the houfe of Bur- 

“58 gundy. He trufled the King his good bro- 
. & ther shad, in thefe his young years, found 

«friendthip, and no hurt at his hand, and that 
“he had feen a defire in him, perpetually to 

preferve this antient amity; ufing this fen- 

“tence, That old amities which had been long 
“tried, and were found good, are to be made 

‘* much of, and. this he fpoke a little louder 
«than he did the reft, as though indeed he would 

« have me think that he did carneftly mean what 
« he faid. And yet hath he a face that is as ut 

«* wont to difclofe any hid affeGtion of his heatt 

«as any face that I ever met withal in my lie: 
-€ for there, all white colours, which in changing 

< themfelyes-are: wont in others to bring a.man 

« certain word how his errand is liked or dié 
ட் liked, have no place in his countenance; his 

“s,eyes only do bewray as much as can. be picked 
« out of him, He maketh me oft think of Solo- 

> “ mon’s faying, Heaven is high, the earth. 7227. 

_* q King’s heart is unfearchable. There is inshim 

u ofhngrhing that {peaketh befides his tongues 
i ge gee « and 
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« and that at this time, by reafon of his leaf, and 
the forenefs of his lip, and his accuftomed 

« fofinefs in fpcaking, did but fo utter things to 
& be well underftood;, without great care to be 

« given to his words, and yet he did fo-ufe his 
=e eyes, fo move his head, and order his coun- 

‘tenance, as I might well perceive his great 

« defire was, that I fhould think all a good 

‘deal better meant than he could fpeak it ; 
«and as I dare on fo weighty a matters I do 

« furely think he meant the moft of what he 

aid.” 

  

  

   

This Prince faid, one day to the Marquis 

WaAftorga, “ My nobility and my great men 

* plunder me, my men of letters inftru@. me, 

66 and my merchants enrich me.” 

Being congratulated by one of his Minifters 
on his victory at Pavia, and on haying taken 

Francis the Firft prifoner, he replied, * Chrift- 

*¢ ians ought only to Tejplee at the vi€tories they 

is oe over Infidels.” 

Charles fummoned his டப்ப to advife 

with them refpecting his treatment of his Royal 
Prifoner. ‘The Bifhop of Ofma told his Sovereign, 

' Sire, you fhould treat your illuftrious Captive 

Stuas. at. he were your brother and your friend! 

; « You
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158 ‘ CHARLES THE FIFTH, 

‘« who, after many buffooneries, played him an- 
*< other trick ; for as foon as the dinner was over, 

‘ with the permiffion of the King, who did not 

* know what he intended to do, Brufquet takes | 
*¢ the two ends of the table-cloth at the lower 
«< end of the table, and throwing himfelf upon, - 

‘rolls himfelf all along it; then takes the 

other corners of the table-cloth in his mouth, 

s¢ and wrapping himfelf up in, with every thing 

“ that was upon it, runs off with the whole, 

« after having in a very grave manner made 

«his bow, and returned thanks to the King of 

«¢ Spain. é 

  

ப 

«« On Eafter-day enfuing, the Emperor, being 
in his little palace in the Park at Bruffels, (to 

which he had long retired to feclude himfelf 

« from the world, but who ftill meddled with 

public bufinefs,) gave the Admiral an audience- 

«< The Emperor was. feated in an elbow-chair in 

his bed-chamber, on. account of his being ill 

« with the gout. His chair was covered with 

« black cloth; having before him a fmall table, 

«< covered likewife with black cloth; his room 

<< and the anti-chamber were hung in the fame 

« manner. He was drefled in a clofe gown, 

« made of ferge of Florence, divided above the 

« knee, his arms appearing through the fleeves 5 

«< he had on a doublet of black fhining German 
« cloths
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“ALBHONSO THE FIFTH, = கோ 

| While he was making the fiege of Gaeta, he 

would not permit fome of the inhabitants to be 

driven back into the town, who had quitted it 
from fear of famine. He was told, that his cle- 

mency would prevent his taking the place. 
se Alas,” replied he, “I have more regard for 

** perfons fo diftrefled as thofe poor people are, 

“ than for an hundred towns.like Gaeta !” 

*¢ The word of a Prince,” faid Alphonfo nobly, 
* fhould be as facred as the oath of a private 

perfon. . Thofe,’’ added he, “‘ who pre- 

* tend to give advice to Princes, to prevent 

“¢ their fuffering their own interefts from inters 

fering in that which they give, fhould either 

be Sovereigns, or poffefs the hearts and the 

minds of Sovereigns.” 

« 

« 

« 

« 

“ I with,” faid he often, ‘ from the bottom of 

my heart, that every one of my Subjects had 
“ been a Sovereign for a few days; they would 

® then be better acquainted with the inconveni- 

ences and embarraffinents of royalty than they 

are, and they would ceafe to be fo importunate 

in their requefts.” 

ட் 

« 

« 
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FERDINAND THE FIFTH, 

OF SPAIN. 

[r47o—1504] 
Puixip the Second ufed to fay of this Prince, 

*« The Spanifh Monarchy owes every thing to 
*« him.” America was difcovered in his reign 
He married Elizabeth of Caftile, and by that mare 

riage procured and joined the kingdom of Callile © 

to that of Arragon, He conquered the Kingdoms 
of Granada, Naples, and Navarre, and pofleffed 
himfelf of Oran, and of part of the Coaft of. 

Africa, ‘Yet how great was his ingratitude 

towards his two Minifters, Kimenes and Got 

falvo, to whom he owed the major patt of 

all his acquifitions! The Pope gave him the 

name of “ the Catholic King,” not fo much on 

account of the fincerity of his faith, as on account 

of his perfecutions, he having expelled the Moons 

fromi,Spain. Such indeed was the opinion ent 

tained of his religious faith by thofe who knew 

him beft, that a contemporary Italian Prince faid 

of him, ‘¢ Before I can rely upon’ his oaths, Imult 

* firft know in what God he believes.” Of lum 

felf he faid, when reproached with having one 

proken his word with Louis the Twelfth, “Twi? 
& only, does the blockhead fay that Ihave broke 

6 ay
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t my word with him? He is an arrant liar, I 

« have broken it more than ten times.” The 

completeft account of the tortuous policy of Fer- 

dinand is to be met with in a Very elegantly-writ- 

ten French book, called ‘* Politique de Ferdinand 

% Je Catholique, par VARILLAS,” 1688. ato. 

This Monarch was a ftriking comment on the 

celebrated fentiment of Ovid— 

dicique beatus 

Ante obitum nemo fupremague funera debet. 

  

Who then fhall be calPd happy by the wile, 
ரமி ஞ்ச aft feene fhall clofe upon his eyes? 

He loft his fon in the latter part of his life. His 

daughter Jeanne, who martied Maximilian, was 

nearly an ideot, and wasill treated by her hufband; 

and Catherine, who married Henry the Eighth, 

King of England, was divorced from that Mo- 

narch. This latter calamity, however, he did 

not live to fee. According to a Spanifh writer, he 

never figned any treaty without this mental re- 

fervation, “ with the advantages and benefit for 

« myfelf, the danger and expences for my 

«rallies:



் [ 244 ] 

ISABELLA, 
- QUEEN OF ARRAGON, 

Latest pofterity will ever view with love 
and veneration the patronage this excellent Prin. 

cefs afforded to that great and virtuous navigator, 

Chriftopher Columbus. © To her perfevering pro- 

te€tion of this great and excellent man Europe i§ 

indebted for-the difcovery of America; to her 

he had recourfe from the coldnefs of the Sove- 

reign, and the {coffs of his courtiers, 

‘ 

« 

« 

« 

€ 

cc 

« 

«“ 

6 

{f; 

« weaknels in her aft hours, the appeared d& 

“ Tabella,” fays Mr. Deformeaux, “ united 

with all the elegancies and the graces, the great 

nefs of foul of a hero, the profound and 

artful addrefs of a politician, the extenfive 

views of a legiflator, the brilliant qualities ofa 

conqueror, the probity of a good citizen, and 

* the exaétnefs of the moft fcrupulous magi 

trate. She conftantly attended, the Council, 

and great part of the conquetts of Ferdinand 

are to be attributed to her exertions. Indefati- 

gable in body as in mind, fhe mounted of 

horfeback, and paraded the ranks of her 

troops, animating them to battle and to con- 

queft, Her name appears jointly with that of 

Ferdinand in all public aéts , and dp a fit of 

«« firous
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_® firous of reigning iri fome degree after death, 
fas fhe exaéted a promife from her hufband 
*¢ that he would not marry again.” 

  

GONSALVO, 

THE GREAT CAPTAIN, 

was a man of much prefence of mind. “When, 
in fome mutiny among his troops, one of the 
foldiers prefented his halberd to his breaft, he 
gently turned it afide with his hand. <¢ Com- 

“rade,”’ faid he, “ take care that in playing with 
** that weapon, you do not wound your General.’? 

On fome other mutiny for want of pay, on Gon- 

falyo’s exprefling his inability to give it to them, - 
,one of the foldiers adyanced to him, and faid in 
a menacing tone, “ General, deliver up your 

“ daughter to us, and then we can pay ourfelves.”” 

The General, affecting not to hear him amidft 

the clamour Of the troops, took no notice of it 

at the time, but in the night he took care to have 

him apprehended, and hung from a window from 

which all the army might fee the body. 

Gonfalvo took Naples. by ftorm in the year 

15035 and when fome of his foldiers exprefled 

their difapprobation at not having had a fufficient 

fhare in the fpoil of that rich city, Gonfalvo 
௬3 nobly
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ச 

“race; the other pleafant and delightful, ap- 
| * pointed for thofe who, whilft they were alive, 

" s¢ delighted in the peace and quiet of mankind, 

2 Therefore you will do no hurt to any one, if 

* you bear in mind that you are mortal, and 

* that every one will be rewarded or punithed 

4 ina future ftate according to his attions in 

“ the prefent one.” ” 

Columbus, by the Interpreter, anfwered the old 

man, “ that what he had told him refpecting the 

“ paffage of fouls after the death of the body 

*¢ had been long known to him and to his coun- 

** trymen, and that he was much furprifed thofe 

* notions prevailed amongft them, who feemed 

to be living quite in a ftate of nature. That 
«he (Columbus) and his followers were fent 

by the King and Queen of Spain to difcover 

all thofe parts of the world that had been 

hitherto unknown, that they might civilife the 

€annibals and other wild men who lived in 

 thefe countries, and infli@ proper punifhrnents 

upon them, and that they might defend 

« and honour thofe perfons who were virtuous 

and innocent: that therefore neither himlelf 

nor any other Carib, who had no intention 

of hurting them, had the leaft reafon to fear 

© any violence ; and that he, with his follow- 

® ers, would avenge any injury that fhould be 

3 offered 

‘ 

« 

« 

«
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CARDINAL ALBERONI. 275 

‘with fome of the principal inhabitants, that the 
day was fixed on which thefe Republicans ‘were 

to fwear allegiance to the Sovereign under whofe 

protection. they had put themfelves. On the 

day appointed, Alberoni rides up the mountain 

with his foite, and is received at the door of 

the principal church by the priefts and the 

chief inhabitants of the place, and conducted 

to his feat under a canopy, to hear High Mats 

and Ze Deum fung (a ceremony ufual in 

all Catholic countries upon fimilar occafions). 

Unluckily however for poor Alberoni, the Mats 

began, as ufual I fuppofe in that Republic, with 

the word Libertas. This word had fuch an effect 

upon the minds of the hearers, who began then, 

for the firft time perhaps, to recolleét that they 

were about to lofe the thing itfelf, that they fell 

upon the Cardinal and his attendants, drove them. 

out of the church, and made them deéfcend the 

very fteep mountain of San Marino with more 

Tapidity than that with which they had afeended 

it, and the Popes have ever fince that time left 

the inhabitants of San Marino to their old form 

of government *. ‘Phis fingular event took 

place in the year 1740. A bon mot of Benediét 

the Fourteenth on the occafion was current in 

every mouth :—“ Alberoni is like a glutton, who 

* Communicated to the Compiler by that excellent man 

Se tis : சமல் Paoli = ee



 



CARDINAL ALBERONI. 277 

“ plains, A black expanfion of vapour partly 
concealed from our view the territory of what 

« the Greeks would have called a Nation, feldom 

»“ yifited by ftrangers, though affuredly moft de- 

ferving of that honour. Liberty brightens and 
« fertilizes the craggy rocks of St. Marino; and 

« inftead of paradifes inhabited by devils, (for thus 

the recolleétion or fuppofition of better tintes 

indignantly charatterifes the countries through 

which we had juft travelled,) this little State, 

we were told, would exhibit rugged hills and 

favage precipices cultivated and adorned by 

the ftubborn induftry of free men, who labour 

with alacrity, becaufe they reap with fecurity. 

‘We panted at ‘the thoughts of taking a nearer 

furvey of this political wonder, and were im- 

patient to leave Rimini; but the country ad- 

jacent to that city was deluged with rain; the 

rivers continued fo overflow ; horfes could not 

fafely clamber aver rocks; and Rimini could 

« not furnifh us with mules. But they are delicate 

« travellers whom fuch puny difficulties could 

“ yeftrain from vifiting this illuftrious mountain, 

«« where Liberty, herfelf a mountain goddefs, has 

ய 

6 

« 

« 

« 

« 

‘ 

« 

« 

« 

அண்ட அ Sia at SM ere ee 

“ had contia@ied to a narrow {pans and according to the 

« faying of the modern Italians, while the Pope பட 

4 the marrow, the Great Duke of ‘Tufcany bas how only 

% the bones of Italy.” ~ 
T3 « ypwards
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= ட் ‘manity and firmnefs, which we had rarely feen 

pourtrayed on the face of an Italian. Sugh 

Virtues, perhaps, many Italians may poftels ; 
fuch virtues’ Raphael and Guido probably 
*difcerned in their contemporaries ; unlefs it be 
fuppofed that the Antique not oily ennobled 

and exalted, but originally infpired their con- 
ceptions. Yet whatever might be the pre- 

eminence of Roman beauty, during the fplen- 
dour of the Cingue Cento, it mutt be confeffed 

of the Italians of our days, that the expreffion 

indicating virtues of the mild or generous caft, 

feldom breaks through the dark: gloom and 

fullen cares which contract their brows and 

cloud their countenances, : 
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« At the diftance of five miles from Rimini, a 

fmall rivulet, decorated by a difproportionably 

«© large ftone bridge, which at another feafon of 

“ the year would have exemplified the Spanith 

‘© proverb of a bridge without water, feparates 

‘© the territories of St. Marino from thofe of the 

“© Pope. Proceeding forward, we found the road 

“ extremely narrow, much worn by the rain, 

“ alternately rough and flippery, and always fo 

“ bad, that we congratulated each other on re- 

«« je€ting the ufe of the miferable rips that were 

« offered to us at Rimini, In the midft of a heavy 

“« {hower we clambered to the Borgo, fituate on 

த்த “the
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*yery moderate gratification; a fingularity 

s* which, though it probably proceeded from his 

“ being little converfant with Englifh and other 
¥ opulent travellers, we treafured with delight, 

“ as a con{picuous proof of Republican * virtue, 
« that had efcaped pure and unfullied from the 
“ contagion of thofe worthlefs guefts, with whom 
« the nature of his trade condemned him often to 
“« affociate. 2 

« About two o’clock in the afternoon, we left 

, “ the Borgo to climb up to the Citta, carrying 

“ our fwords in our right hands; a precaution 

₹8 which the company we had juft left warranted 

sin this modern Republic, but which, as Thu- 

« cydides informs us in his proem, would have 

‘© The words ¢ Republican virtue’ muft found harfh 

to modern ears, fo fhamefully has a wild Democracy 

s« abufed and profaned the name of Republic. Yet, ace 

« cording to Machiavelli and Montefquieu, and their maf- 

« ter Ariftotle, Republics require more virtue than Mo- 
4« narchies, becaufe in Republics the Citizens make laws 
& to govern themfelves, whereas in Monarchies the fub- 
+ jeGs are compelled to obey the laws made by the Prince. 
« In Republican Governments, therefore, the citizens ought, 
« in the words of Ariitotle, and of a fiill higher autho- 

“ rity, «to be a law unto themfelves.’ How few Nations 

«© therefore are qualified, in modern times, for living happily 

« under a Republic; and lealt of all, that Nation which has 
“ fhewn itfelf the leaft virtuous ef all,” 

s expoled
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« travellers have too haftily concluded to be the 

« only virtue which fhe has left, we were 

« awakened by the appearance of a venerable 
~ © perfon, in a bag wig and fword, cautioully 

“ Jeading his Bourrique * down the precipice. 

« He returned our falute with an air of courtely 
*t befpeaking {uch affability, that we quickly 

4 entered into converfation with him, and dif 

covered to our furprife and joy, that we were 

*< in company with a very refpectable perfonage, 

« and one whom Mr. Addifon has dignified 

s with the appellation of ‘ the fourth man in 

“ ‘the State” The ftipendiary phyfician of 

* St. Marino (for this was the perfon with 
‘© whom we were conyerfing) told us, that we 
“ might be accommodated with good lodging 

“in the Convent of ,Capuchins; and as we 
“« were ftrangers, that he would return, fhew 

« us the houfe, and prefent us to Father Bo- 

nell, We expreffed our unwillingnels (© 

« give him the trouble of again afcending the 
s¢ hill; but of this trouble the deeply-wrinkled 

,* mountaineer made light, and we yielded to 

& his propofal with only apparent reluctance; 

“ fince, to the indelicacy of introducing out 

“¢ felves, we preferred the introduction of 4 

« man whom we had even cafually met with 07 

* தடி க 
« the
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‘the road. To the Convent we were admitted 
_‘ by a frate fervente, or lay friar, and conduét- 
«ed to the Padre Mae/fro, the Prior Bonelli, a 

© man fixty years old, and, as we were told by 
“ the Phyfician, defcended from one of the no- 

‘© bleft families in the Commonwealth, Having 

“ received and returned fuch compliments as 
“are held indifpenfable in this ceremonious 
* country, the Prior condu@ted us above ftairs, 
“and fhewed us two clean and comfortable 

chambers, which he faid we might command, 
“ while we deigned to honour. the Republic (fuck 

were his expreffions) with the favour of our re- 
fidence. As to our entertainment, he faid we 
might, as belt pleafed us, either fup apart by 

, ourfelves, or in company with him and his 
** monks. Wetold him, our happinefs would be 

complete, were we permitted to enjoythe advan-. 
tage of his company and converfation. My 
converfation! You hall foon enjoy better than 
mine ; fince within halfan hour I fhall have the 
honour of conduéting you to the houfe of a 
charming young Lady, (folmuft callher,thou igh 
my own kinfwoman,) whofe Converfazioné af 
fembles this evening, During: this dialogue 
a fervant arrived, bringing our portmanteau 

‘ from Riinini, and thereby enabling us’ with 
more decency of appearance to pay our re- 

“ fpetts to the Lady, in company with the Prior 
6 “* her
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t« who was then officiating at matins. © I rather 

«« chofe to enter the church, and was furprifed 

to find the great altar due weft, contrary to all 

tules of church building, and only counte- 
nanced by one in Lombard-ftreet, which is 

north and fouth. 

« 

ல் 

ய 

* On my ftanding up at the Grille, (which 
feparates the choir from the chureh,) one of 

the Sifters (whofe office it is to receive alms, 

and hear meffages of bufinefs to any individual 
® of the Convent, {o practifed in all Nunneries) 

afked me if I wanted any particular perfon. 
I told her my errand was only-to fee the 

s¢ church, on which fhe retired’ to her ftall and 

devotion. 

a 
a 

“ The Pere St. Romain having finithed the 
* fervice and undreft himfelf, (1 obferved, while 

he laid by his robes in the Sacrifty, he repeated 
very faft, certain forms, alluding fo the quitting 
all garments in the grave,) took me by the hand 

into his apartment, where I found another 

Chaplain, yet neither fo polite or learned as 

himfelf ; his fame, even at Paris, being concur- 

rent with what I found during my whole flay. 

«* After the ufual refrefhment, he faid that the 

‘© Abbels, being in her eighty-fecond year, feldom 
ந்த role
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* T can’t but fay too, that the line, ் 

« See in her cell fad Eloifa fpread,” 

thould be zear her cell. ‘The doors of all cells- 
open into the common cloifter. In that cloifter 

are often tombs ; and fhe may well be fuppofed 
to have quitted her cell (more efpecially in that 
warm part of France) for air, change of place, 

and refrefhment, 

2 

‘ 

4 

« 

ய 

[மட ம்ருக of the Paraclete is not 
the fame as we can imagine the Twelfth Cen- 

** tury to have produced; but the vaulted part, 

*« as the arches are all pointed, may moft likely 
* be fuch, 

வு 

58 Adjoining is a low building, now inhabited 

« by a miller, which has fome marks of real 

‘© antiquity ; and St. Romain concurred with me 

“ in the fentiment. It feems to have been the 

public hall where Abelard might have given 

his le€tures; for in the wall, on each fide, are 

fmall apertures, fo horizontal that it has {trong 

*€ appearances of benches; which never. rife 
* theatrically in thefe buildings abroad, 

« 

« 

« After dinner I had the honour of an hour’s 

< converfation with the Abbefs; who declared, 

* that during thirty-two years refidence there, in 
¥.3 «that



 



 



 



  

LOUIS THE NINTH, 
CALLED ST. LOUIS. 

[1226—1270.] 

Tue reign and actions of this pious Prince 

haye been immortalized by his faithful Chronicler 
Joinville *. At the unfortunate battle of Da- 

mietta againft the Saracens, Louis was’ taken 

prifoner. In this flate of trial he behaved fo nobly 

and fo magnanimoufly that his enemies faid to 

him, ‘* We look upon you as our captive and 

our flave; but though in chains, you behave 

* to us as if we were your prifoners.” 

‘Vhe Sultan fent one of his Generals to him to 

demand a very confiderable fum of money for his ~ 
ranfom : he replied to him, *« Return and tell your 
** Mafter, that a King of France is not to be 
* redeemed with money. I will give him the 

* No Hiftory whatever gives fo perfed: an idea of the 
time as Chronicles. England pofleffes many of thofe faith- 
ful'records, all which were about to be publifhed under the 
dire@tion of the late learned and acute Mr. Gibbon. His 
death, it is to be hoped, will not put an end to fo ufeful and 
€ntertaining am undertaking; an undertaking well worthy 
the attention of a celebrated Society in London particularly 
eftablifhed for the prefervation and illuftration of the Ane 
Hquities of Britain, 

i < fum
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« fur he afks for my fubjeéts that are taken pri. 

*¢-foners; and I will deliver up to him the city of 
© Damictta for my own perfon.”” 

Louis, -on his. return to France with his Queen 

and his children, was very near being fhipwrecked, 
Some of the planks of the veflel having ftarted, 

and he was requelted to go into another fhip, that 
was in company with that which. carried them. 

He refufed, however; to quit his own fhip, and 

exclaimed, * Thofe who are with me are mott 

s¢ affuredly as fond of their lives as I can poffibly 
* be of mine. If 1 quit the fhip, they will like- 

86 wife quit it, and the veflel not being large 

* enough to receive them, they will all றனர். 

‘ Thad much rather entruft my life, and thofe 

& of my wife and children, in the hands of God, 
* than be the occafion of making fo many of my 
* prave fubjects perith.”” 

‘When he was arrived in France, the Bifhop of 
Auxerre, at the head of the Clergy of that king- 
dom, reprefented to him, that the Chriftian Faith 

was much weakened fince his departure 5 that 

it would be ftill more weakened, if fome forcible 
semedy was not applied to reftore it; and they 
intreated him to decree, that all the Courts of 

_Juftice in his kingdom fhould oblige thofe who 

had remained excommunicated for one yeat, 
3 become
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become obfervant, and to give fatisfaGtion to the 

Church. Louis told them, that he would very 

willingly comply with their requeft, but that he 

fhould infift upon it as a preliminary, that his 

Courts of Juftice fhould examine the fentence of 

excommunication, to fee whether it were juft or 

not, before they attempted to put it in force, 

The Clergy, after fome conference together, told. 

the wife Monarch, that they could never allow 

that the Church fhould fubmit to this formality. 

*© Nor can I,” replied Louis, * ever allow Ec- 

* ‘clefiaftics to have cognizance of what belongs 

« to my Courts of Juftice.” 

Louis left in writing fome inftruions to tls 
fon, which the great Bofluet calls the nobleft in- 
heritance that St. Louis left to his family. He 

advifes him to be economical in his expences, and 
to maintain the rights and immunities’ of the great 
towns of his kingdom. “‘ Be,” fays he, “ juft 

«< in every thing, even againft yourfelf. Never 
‘undertake a war without abfolute neceffity. 

In fhort, my fon,” concludes Louis,  en- 

deavour to make yourfelf beloved by your 

*« fubjeéts; and be affured, that with the eréateft 

« willingnefs T would put any ftranger in your 
place, if I was certain that‘he would make a 

© better Prince than yourfelf,” & * 

« 

« 

2௨ 

_ Louis,
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Louis, from the known integrity of his charac. 

‘ter, had the diftinguifhed honour of being made 

arbitrator of the difputes between Henry the Third 
King of England and the Barons, in 1264. ம் 

On his return from his fatal expedition to the 
Holy Land, he built an hofpital for three hun- 

dred of his nobility, whofe eyes the Saracens had 

put out. To him France was indebted for the 
firft public library it poffefled after the reign 

of Charlemagne. He was extremely pleated 
with the converfation of men of learning, and par- 

ticularly with that of the celebrated St. Thomas 

Aquinas, whom he admitted to his table, and 

whofe abfences and diftractions of mind he for » 

gave with the greateft good humour*. 

A Lady of quality once appearing before Louis, 

fo folicit fome favour of him, in a drefs too 
juvenile for her years, the good Monarch faid to 

her, “ Madam, I will take care of your fuit, if you 
** will take care of your fituation. Your beauty 

* St. Thomas, one day admitted to that honour, {t 
filent for fome time; at Taft he exclaimed, ftriking his hands upon the table, “ "This argument againft the Manichzansis 
© imrefragable.” "The -Courtiers were fhocked, and St 
“Fhomas, on recolleéting where he was, hegged pardon of his Sovercign. Louis very politely defired him to repeat 4 
and ordered one of his Secretaries to put it in writing 28 he was proceeding with it, 
ம் 
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® once madé a great noife in this kingdom, ‘but 
* it is paffed like a flower in the field. It is in 

“ vain that you endeavour to bring it back again: 

s*¢ you had much better attend to the beauty of the 
% mind, which never fades,” 

அத வரனாக தவன த னர க வற ததத அவனைக் 

JOHN, DUKE OF NORMANDY 

[1328—1350.] 

Tuts eldeft fon of Philip de Valois was, in the 
{pring of the year 1346, prefling very:hard the 
fiege of the city of Angoulefme. Berwick, the 
Englifh General, who commanded in the city, 

' feeing his-danger, defired a conference with the 
French Prince.“ I fee,” faid the Prince to him, 
“ that you are about to furrender your town.’ 

By no means, my Lord,” replied the General 3 
but knowing that you, as well as'myfelf, bear 
a particular devotion to the Holy Virgin, (the 

“* Feaft in honour of whofe Purification is kept. 
“ toanorrow,) Tam come to defire you to granta 
 fufpenfion of arms for to-motrow only, and 
“5 that both your and my foldiers may be for- 
“ bidden to draw their fwords on that day.” To 
this the Prince agreed, and was not a little-fur- 
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JOHN ‘THE SECOND, K. OF FRANCE. 335 

* was obliged to impofe upon them to pay 

‘ his own ranfom, having been taken prifoner 

& by Edward the Black Prince, and confined in 

{the Tower of London, he gave his, daughter 

_ © Tfabella in marriage to Galeas Vilconti, Duke 

« of Milan, fora confidetable fum of money. 

« This alliance, indeed, fo beneath the Royal 

« race of France, did honour to the Sovereign, 

« from the excellence of the motive, and could 

« not difgrace the Princefs, as fhe became the 

«< fortunate inftrument of contributing to the eafe 

«c and happinefs of her country.” 

John had left as hoftages in England for the 
payment of his ranfom two of his fons. One of 

them, the Duke of Anjou, tired of his confine- 

ment in the Tower of London, efcaped to France. 

His father, more generous, prepared inftantly to 

take his place ; and when the principal Officers of 

his Court remonftrated againft his taking that 

honourable though dangerous meafure, he told 

them, “ Why, I myfelf was permitted to come 

« out of the fame prifon in which my fon was, in 
* confequence of the treaty of Bretagne, which 

* he has violated by his fight. I hold myfelf not 

“a free man at prefent. I fly tomy prifon. I 

* am engaged to do it by my word. I tear myfelf 

“ away from my people; yet I truft that my 

« Frenchmen will foon liberate‘me.” ‘The un- 

fortunate



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



LOUIS THE ELEVENTH. 375 

_ * his Confeffor, who he was well affured would 

“* abfolve him, if he thould commit any fin in the - 
* way of gallantry. ‘The King of England was 

*€ much delighted with what Louis faid to him, 
«* and replied to him in the fame manner, for he 
‘knew the Cardinal was a very good companion. 
«Jn the evening, after the interview was over, 

«© Louis told Comines, that he was not at all 

« pleafed that the King of England had accepted 
** fo readily of the mvitation he gave him to come 
«to Paris. He is, faid he, a handfome Prince, 

and a great admirer of the ladies; and, perhaps, 

© fome of our ladies may appear to him fo lively, 
«{o gay, and fo charming, that he may defire to 

© make usa fecond vifit. His predeceffors have 

«indeed been but too often in’ Normandy 
€© already; and I do not much like to have him 
«fo near me. But on the other fide of the 

*« water, I fhall always be ready to value and 

{teem him as my friend and brother. 

« Soon after the interview,” continues Comines, 

‘© T met with a Gentleman of Gafcony in the fer- 

* vice of the King of England, who was an old 

* acquaintance of mine, and who told me, that 

“ we did but laugh at the King of England. 1 

. “afked him, how many battles the King of 

« England had fought; he told me nine, and 

aie ie ah ae ம “ that
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CHARLES THE EIGHTH. 582 

« affiduous hearer of them, — He erected a place 
« for public audience, where he heard and dif- 

« patched caufes, particularly thofe in which the 

sr were concerned. The laft expreffion 
that he was heard to articulate before he diéd, 

“« was, that he hoped never to commit again a 

« mortal fin, nor a venial one, if he could pre- 
“vent it. With thefe words in his mouth,” 

adds Comines, ‘* he fell down, and died foon 

* afterwards. 

     

«To {peak impartially,” fays the fame hiftorian, 
“ | believe that no Prince died fo fincerely la- 
“ mented by thofe about him as Charles. He 

“ was very munificent to them, and was befides 
one of the fweeteft-tempered and molt affable 

« Princes that ever reigned: I w’Zicit pas poffible 

« de voir un meilleure creature. have reafon to 

“believe, that in the whole courfe of his life he 

« never faid a word to any perfon that could dif- 
* pleafe him: I really think that I was the only 
** one to whom he had been ever unkind ; but 

sas that was in his youth, and did not entirely 
«proceed from himfelf, I could not poffibly 

refent it.’’ 

Charles was educated ina very private manner; 

none but his domeftics were permitted to come 

near him. The only Latin that Louis the 

: Eleventh
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PHILIP DE COMINES. 

One of the obfervations of this natural and 
entertaining old hiftorian does no lefs credit to his 
heart than to his underftanding. “In all the 
* princes,” fays he, “ that I have ever’ ferved, 

*‘ and have ever known, there was always 2 
«* mixture of good and of bad, which I plainly 
« difcerned, and indeed without wonder, for they 

are men like to ourfelves, and perfection be- 
longs only to God himfelf.. That Prince, 

however, whofe virtues exceed his vices, is 

certainly worthy of extraordinary commend- 

ation and applaule; for perfons of their rank 

and dignity are more obftinate and inclinable 
to violence in their ations than other men, on 

account of the education which they receive in 

their youth, that is always lefs ftriét, and with 

lefs of difcipline, than that of others; and 
when they are grown up, the greater part 

of thofe that are about them, make it their 

bufinefs and their ftudy to conform to their 

humours.” 

« 

« 

6 

« 

« 

‘ 

Gs 

« 

« 

« 

Comines, fpeaking of taxes, fays, “ Is there 

54 any Prince upon earth who has power to raife 

“ money, except from his own domains, without 

« the confent of the fubje&t who is to pay it, 

: « unlefs



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



@ FRANCIS THE FIRST. 407 

upon this as a ferious bufinels, and one which re- 

quired the punifhment of treafon, he laughingly 

replied, “ Let them talk on, It is but juft that 

« for their money the people fhould be permitted 

& a few liberties of {peech.”” 

‘Prancis’s ufual method of affeveration was, 

“© Foi de Gentilbomme!” He had once afferted 

- fomething to one of his Courtiers “* Foi de Roi!” 

which the latter did not appear to believe. Francis, 
perceiving this, faid, “ Foz de Gentilhomme!” and 

the Courtier was fatisfied. 
oe * 

He thought the character of a Gentleman 

comprehended in it every excellent quality which 

a Sovereign fhould poffels. His regard for letters 

and Jearned men was {fo great, that whenever 

any perfon of learning or genius was prefented 

E to him, he always advanced three fleps to meet 

_ him. He had fuch ardour for the fine arts, that 

* he permitted Leonardo da Vinci to diein his arms; 

and when that fingular chafater and great artift 

Benvenuto Cellini told him one day how happy 

he was to have found fo great a Monarch for his 

patron, he replied, “ that he was no lefs happy 

“in having fuch a great artift as Cellini to 

*¢ patronize.” F 

* vol. 11 0 eae This 
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