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* MARTIN LUTHER. - By

¥

‘Luther died February 16, 1546, at Eifleben.
Not long before that event took place he was atked -
by one of his friends, whether he died in the firm
conviction of the truth of the doétrine which he
had preached. He anfwered “ Yes,” in a very
loud tone of voice, and expired immediately.

As Luther felt his ftrength declining he made
‘his will; the conclufion of which is very re-
markable, as it fhews how highly he ftill thought
of himfelf and ‘of his miniftry. |

¢ 1 have my reafons for omitting the ufual
¢ formalities in this my laft will, and I hope I
s¢ {hall have more credit given to me than to a
<« Notary. For T am well known in the world,
s fince God, the Father of all mercy, has in-
¢ trufted me, an unworthy finner, with the
< Gofpel of his fon, and enabled me to preach
«¢ it with truth, fidelity, and perfeverance even to
¢ this day; fo that many perfons have been con-
¢ yerted by my miniftry, and think me a Docto?
¢ of t’ruth; notwithftanding the excbmmunicé_—
« tion of the Pope, the ban of the Emperor,
"« and the wrath of many Kings, Princes, and
¢ Priefts ; n'ay, in {pite of the wrath of all the
¢ Deyils. Why fhould I then not be credited in a
« matter {o infignificant as my will, particularly
“ fince my hand-writing is well known, and

G 4 ¢ {yfficient,



‘88 MARTIN LUTHER,

« fufficient, if it can be faid, This is written by
«¢ Dr. Martin Luther the Notary of God, and
ek the Witnefs of his Gofpel.”

Luther’s body was carried to ‘Wurtemberg, and *
sburied in the Ele&oral Church of that city. A
brazen plate, with an infcription, covers his |
grave, which is oppofite to that of his friend

Melan&honv g . 4

 When the Emperor Charles the Fifth was at
Wurtemberg in 1547, fome of his Officers de-
firing him to order the bones of Luther to be dug
up and burnt, he nobly told them, ¢ I havenow
« nothing farther to do with Luther. He has
« henceforth another Judge, whofe jurifdiction it
« is not lawful for me to ufurp. Know that I
<« make not war with the dead, but with the living

-« who ftill continue to attack me.”

« The ardent fpirit of Luther,” fays one of his
Biographers, ¢ fhone out in his eyes, which were
< fo fparkling that no one could bear to look at
¢ them.”

Luther, though of a firm and ftrong conftitu-
tion, was fubject to that difeafe of men of genius
and of talents, Melancholy,—which affected him
fo violently, that he occafionally imagined he faw

s the



~ MARTIN LUTHER. 89
 the Devil, and that he held converfations with
‘him.  While he lay concealed in the 'ftrong
fortrefs of Wartburgh, he thought he faw the
Enemy of Mankind approaching to converfe with
him. Theintrepid Reformer threw his ink-ftand
at the phantom, and, according to Dr, Burkhardg,
the fpot which the ink made upon the wall oﬁﬁt
room remams {till vifible. .

S_eckend()rf_ thus defpr}bes Luther :

¢« He had an uncommon geniu_é; a lively ima-
KL gination, a good fhare of learning, a pious
<« and devout difpofition,  a tinfture of melan-
< choly and enthufiafm, and a great warmth and
¢ impetuofity, which impelled him to infult and
¢ ridicule his adverfaries. ~He was fond of
<« mufic, and both a compofer and performer,
<« which he faid was equally good for foul and
¢ body; that it expelled melancholy, and put the
« Deyil to flight, who mortally hated mufic. He
<t ‘entertained a mean opinion of the capacity and
¢ difpofition of thofe who had no tafte for this
¢« excellent art. He alfo facrificed to the Graces,
¢ and compofed fome poems, both in Latin and
¢ German.”

fefsbam accufed,” fays 'Luther_, ¢ of rudenefs
¢ and immodefty, particularly by my adverfaries,
« who have not a grain of candour and good-
¢ manners.
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¢ to find fincerity but in heaven. I am in the

¢ midft of thofe enraged wafps (he fpeaks of the

¢¢ Lutherans), in the midft of thofei.Demagogiues,
€ ignorant men, who are unacquainted cither
s¢ with piety or with good order. We fhall fall into

¢ a ftate of anarchy, into a ftate that concentrates.
« every poflible kind of mifchief. I only wifh

<¢ for a-pious affembly, where religious matters

¢ may be treated of without fophiftry and with-

“ out tyranny. - Would to heaven (adds he),

¢ that I could not only not enfeeble the power

¢ of Bithops, but eftablifh their dominion ! for I
¢ fee but too well what fort of a Church we are

« likely to have, if we demolith Ecclefiaftical

¢ Government. I am fure that the tyranny we

 have quitted, will then be nothing to that

« which we fhall fee eftablithed,” :

This learned and amiable Difciple of Luther
poflefled none of the violence and impetuofity of
his Mafter. He was fo diftinguithed for his
moderation, that Francis the Firft wrote to him
to defire him to affift at a conference with the
Doctors of the Sorbonne on the difputed points
of religion. Melancthon was very anxious to go
to France; but his Sovereign, the EleGor of
Saxony, would not permit him. Henry the
Eighth was no lefs defirous to fee this celebrated
Controverfialit. Melanéthon, however, affifted

at
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~ at the Conferenees of Spire in 1 5 395 and madea

~ moft diftinguifhed ﬁgure at them.  Itisfaid, that
having occafion - ‘fee his mother as he was
going to the Affembly; fhe, who was a good

Catholic, feriouilly entreated her fon to tell her
_what fhel was to think of the religious difputes
that were then -dmdmg ‘the Chriftian world..
He replied, Attend to thofe prayers which

¢ contain no fuperflition in them ; and ga on to
< pray and to believe as you have been ufed to
<« do, without permitting your mind to be dif-

<« turbed in the prefent confliét of religious

& opinions.”  Abbé de Choify fays, that on a

fimilar accaﬁon he told this excellent woman, that

* %< The pew rehglon__ was the moft plaufible, the

¢ antient _1fclig_ion had the moft certainty.””

Melan@hon, though a zealous difciple of
Luther, did mot always think with® his Mafter.
In fome points he followed Zuinglius, in others,
Calvin ; and he had fo often changed his opinion

of them, that he was called the German Proteus :
he wifhed, however, to have been the Pacifier of

that country, and to have ftilled the ftorms and
tempelts ineeligious matters which divided and

diftracted it. He was fo anxious to effect this,

that, on finding it impofiible to moderate the
violence of his countrymen, he moft fincerely

withed for dea,th to put an end to his grief and
difap-
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difappointment'; < for then,” faid he, < T fhall
¢ ceafe to be expofed to the hatred and to the
¢ anger of Théo-logi'ans. ‘T fhall fee God him-
¢ felf ; and in his bofom fhall draw out the know-
« ledge of all thofe wonderful myfterics, which I
¢« have in this life 'oﬁly- feen as through a veil.
< My colleagues,” added he, ¢ thirft after my
<« blood ; becaufe, to prevent confufion, I would
« bring them back again to that Authority which
« they are pleafed to call flavery. “Thefe Heroes,”
continues he, * who are conftantly raifing the
“ moft cruel wars againft the Church and the
“ Country, feem to have very little care about
“me: they by no means feel my fituation.
¢« They hate me becaufe T with to reftore the
< jurifdi€tion of Bifhops. The People accuftomed
« to live in licentioufnefs, after having thrown
 off their yoke, will no longer fupportit. The
“ Cities of the Empire are thofe who are moft
« difpleafed with their jurifdi€tion, caring little
¢ either for purity of doétrine or of religion.
 They are merely jealous of power and of
« liberty.” s

-

Again, this pious and moderate Divine fays in
one of his letters to his friend Camerinus, “ 1
< live in'perpetual bondage, as if I were in the
* cave of the Cyclops. I cannot difguife my
“ fentiments to you. Ihave really often thoughts

' ¢ of














































































































































































CI—I'ARLES':'I_'HE FIFTH, 151

it fometlme_mdxfpofed foon brought to perfecter
health. I did fay befides much more, there
“ could be fewe that did more rejoice at his
© Majefty’s fo honourable and fortunate ap-
o« 'Iproachmg towards the Low Countries, than
¢ did the King my malfter, who did repute all
% his Majefty’s good fuccefles to be as his own,
« and as glad as of any that could happen to
¢ himfelf; b.efeethmg_hls Majeﬂ_y to believe me
< in this I added hothip_g of my own, but faith-
« fully did fay in Italian, word for word, that
“ the King’s Majefty had appointed me in
¢ Englith; and faid the King’s Majefty, even in
« thefe years, did contend with his noble father
« either in loving the Low Countries of Flanders,
“ or in defire to {hew pleafure to his Majefty,
« Lord of them. He did not fuffer me to go
¢ on, but with the leaft paufe that I could make,
¢ he did utter unto me in gentle words, that he
¢ took the King his good brother’s letter in very
¢ thankful part, and took his falutations, and
% fending of me to him with fuch a friendly mef-
“ fage, as they did right well deferve ; faying as
¢ well as he could, (for he was newly rid of his
¢ gout and fever, and therefore his nether lip was
“ in two places broken out, and he forced to keep
‘“ a green leaf within his mouth, at his tongue’s
* end; a remedy, as 1 took it, againft fuch his
5 drynefs as in hls talk did increafe upon him,)
. S « he















































































































































































































































































AuPHONso THE FIFTH : ' 241

Whlle he ‘was makmg the fiege of Gaeta, he
would not permit fome of the inhabitants to be
driven back into the town, who had quitted it

from fear of famine. He was told, that his cle-

. mency would prevent his taking the place.

|

« Alas,”” replied he, * I have more regard for
¢¢ perfons fo diftrefled as thofe poor people are,

122

< than for an hundred towns like Gaeta!

¢¢ The word of a Prince,” faid Alphonfo nobly,
¢ fhould be as facred as the oath of a private
¢« perfon. . Thofe,”” added he, “ who pre-
¢ tend to give advice to Princes, to prevent
¢ their fuffering their own interefts from inters
¢ fering in that which they give, fhould either
<¢ be Sovereigns, or poflefs the hearts and the
¢ minds of Sovereigns.”

¢ I with,” faid he often, ¢ from the bottom of
“¢ my heart, that every one of my Subjects had
¢ been a Sovereign for a few days; they would
s then be better acquainted with the inconveni-
ences and embarraffiments of royalty than they
< are, and they would ceafe to be {o importunate
« in their requefts.”

-

L.
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celebrated fentiment of Ovid—

53

FERDINAND THE FIFTH. 243

@ my word with him? He is an arrant Har, I

¢« have broken it more than ten times.” The
completeft account of the tortuous policy of Fer-

dinand is to be met with in a very elegantly-writ-
" ten French book, called * Politique de Ferdinand
% Jp Catholigue, par VARILLAS,” 1688. 4to.

This Monarch was a ftriking comment on the

> i dicigue beatus
Ante obitum nemo [upremague funera debet.

e

Who then fhall be call'd happy by the wile,
"Till the laft feene fhall clofe upon his eyes ?

| He loft his fon in the latter part of his life. His
- daughter Jeanne, ‘who married Maximilian, was
nearly an ideot, and wasill treated by her hufband;

and Catherine, who married Henry the Eighth,
King of England, was divorced from that Mo-
narch. This latter calamity, however, he did
not live to fee. - According to a Spanifh writer, he

-~ never figned any treaty without this mental re-

fervation, ¢ with the advantages and benefit for
¢ myfelf, the danger and expences for my
¢ allies.”’ :
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“ firous of relgnmg it Tomts degree after death,
." as ﬂ:e‘exa&ed a promife from her hufband
“¢ that he would not marry again.””

GONSALVO,

THE GREAT CAP"I‘MN,

Was a man of much prefenc:e of mind. When,
in fome mutiny among his troops one of the
foldiers prefented his halberd to his breaft, he
gently turned it afide with his hand. ¢ Com-
¢¢ rade,” faid he, * take care that in playing with
‘¢ that weapon, you do not wound your General.”
On fome other mutiny for want of pay, on Gon-
falyo’s expreffing his inability to give it to them, -
.one of the foldiers advanced to him, and faid in
a menacing tone, ¢ General, deliver up your
¢¢ daughter to us, and then we can pay ourfelves.”
The General, affefting not to hear him amidft
the clamour of the troops, took no notice of it
at the time, but in the night he took care to have
him apprehended, and hung from a window from
whir.‘h all the army might fee the body.

Gonfalvo took Naples by ftorm in the year
1503 ; and ‘when fome of his foldiers exprefled
their dllfq;probauon at not having had a fufficient

ﬂz.are in the fpoil of that rich city, Gonfalvo
A R 3 , nobly


























































































CARDINAL ALBERONI. 27§

with fome of the principal inhabitants, that the
day was fixed on which thefe Republicans ‘were
to fwear al_legi-ancc_ to the Sovereign under whofe
prote&ion. they had put themfelves. ' On the
day appointed, Albcroni rides up the mountain
with his foite, and is received at the door of
the principal church by the priefts and the
chicf inhabitants of the place, and conduéted
to his feat under a canopy, to hear High Mafs
and Te Deuwm fung (a ceremony ufual in
all Catholic countries upon fimilar occafions):
Unluckily howevet for poor Alberoni, the Mafs
began, as ufual I fuppofe in that Republic, with
 the word Libertas. This word had fuch an effect
upon the minds of the hearers, who began then,
for the firft time perhaps, to recollect that they
were about to lofe the thing itfelf, that they fell
upon the Cardinal and his attendants, drove them
out of the church, and made them defcend the
very fteep mountain of San Marino with more
rapidity than that with which they had afcended
it, and the Popes have ever fince that time left
the inhabitants of San Marino fo their old form
of government *. This fingular event took
place in the year 1740. & bon mot of Beneditt
the Fourteenth on the occafion was current in
every mouth :—¢ Alberoni is like a glutton, who

* Communicated to the Compiler by that éx_cellé_m ZHan
Geperal Paolis :
g kel TS < after
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CARDINAL ALBERONI. 287

the road. To the Convent we weére admitted
% by a frate fervente, or lay fiiat, and condut-
ed to the Padre Maeftro, the Prior Bonelli, a
man fixty years old, and, as we were told by
the Phyfician, defcended from one of the no-

bleft families in the Commonwealth, Having

“ received and returned fuch compliments as

are held indifpenfable in this ceremonious

country, the Prior conduéted us above ftairs,
and fhewed us two clean and comfortable
chambers, which he {aid we might command,

while we deigned to honour the Republic (fuch
were his expreflions) with the favour of our re-
fidence. As to our enfertainment, he faid we

¢ might, as beft pleafed us, either fup apart by

ourfelves, or in company with him and his
monks. We told him, our happinefs would be
complete, were we permitted to enjoythe advan.-.
tage of his company and converfation, My
converfation! You fhall foon enjoy better than
mine ; fince within half an hour I thall have the

* honour of conduéting you to the houfe of 2

charmingyoungLady,(foImuft callher, though
my own kinfwoman,) whofe Camezﬁzfané af~

fembles this evening, During - this dialogue

3

2 fervant arrived, bringing our portmanteay

* from Rimini, and -thgreby'-e-nab}ing us’ with

more decency of appearance to pay our re-

* fpedts to the Lady, in company with the Prior

6 s her




































































































































LOUIS THE NINTH, 331

become obfervant, and to give fatisfaction to the
Church. Louis told them, that he would very

 willingly comply with' their requeft, but that he

fhould infift upon it as a preliminary, that his
Courts of Juftice thould examine the fentence of
excommunication, to fee whether it were juft or
not, before they attempted to put it in force.
The Clergy, after fome conference together, told
the wife Monarch, that they could never allow
that the Church fhould fubmit to this formality.
¢ Nor can 1,” replied Louis, “ ever allow Ec-
¢¢ clefiaftics to have cogmzance of what belongs
¢ to my Courts of Juﬂ:xce

Lduis left in writing fome inftructions to His
fon, which the great Bofluet calls the nobleft in-
heritance that St. Louis left to his family. He
‘advifes him to be economical in his expences, and
to maintain the rights and immunities of the great
towns of his kingdom. < Be,” fays he, «juft
¢ in every thing, even againft yourfelf. Never
¢ undertake a war without abfolute neceflity.
In fhort, my fon,” concludes’ Louis, ¢ en-
deavour to make yourfelf beloved by your |
' fubjects ;' and be affured, that with the greateft
: "E?iﬂh}gnefs I would put any ftranger in your
place, if I was celtciin that ‘he would make a
¢ better Prince than yourfelf o

c ket

Louis,
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' PHILIP DE COMI.NES

ONE of the obfervanons of this natural and

i entert:umng_old hiftorian does no lefs credit to his
_ heart than to his underftanding. “ In all the
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princes,” fays he, ¢ that I have ever'ferved,
and have ever known, there was always a
mixture of good and of bad, which I plainly

 difcerned, and indeed without wonder, for they
~are men like to ourfelves, and perfetion be-
‘ longs only to God himfelf. = That Prince,

however, whofe virtues exceed his vices, is
certainly worthy of extraordinary commend-

-ation and applaule ; for perfons of their rank

and dignity are more obflinate and inclinable
to violence in their actions than other men, on
account of the education which they receive in
their youth, that is always lefs {trict, and with
lefs of difcipline, than that of others; and
when they are grown up, the greater part
of thofe that are about them, make it their
bufinefs and their ﬁudy to conform to their
humours.”

Comines, fpeaking of taxes, fays, * Is there

¢ any Prince upon earth who has power' to raife
< moncy, cxcept from his own domains, without

RSt confent of the fubje&t who is to pay it,

< unlefs
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