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:242 - MARGARET ROPER.

from the lowest to the highest degree ; yet at.
the present time, T have a little more left me
than a hundred ‘a year, but my counsel is, that
- we descend not to the Jowest fare at once; we
will not comply with Oxford fare, nor that of
the New Inn, but we will begin with Lincoln’s
Inn diet ; and if we find ourselves not in a capa-
city to live thus the first year, we will conform
to that of Oxford; and if our purses will not
admit of that, we must go a bégging together,
with a bag and a wallet, hoping that some good
- people will gwe us their charity; and at every
man’s door we will smg a salve regina, whereby
we shall keep company and be : merry together,”
Notwithstanding the wishes of this affectionate:
father, however, the'hafxpy 'society was soon
afterwards dissolved ; for upon Sir Thomas
More’s refusing to take the oath of supremacy,
to the 1nexpressible grief of Mrs. Roper, he was
sent to the Tower. Though he was deprived of
the pleasure of conversing with his daughter, an
intercourse was kept up between them by the
pen; and when orders were issued to prevent
this exalted character from enjoying the
happmess of writing to this beloved child,
he contrived* to defeat the intention of his
encmies, and actually wrote two letters with-
'cqalg. »I}}Me_tvgarg,ryvrtql}:g;pir.a)rvers, and the persua-
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244 MARGARET ROPER,

the chancel of Chelsea. church; his head was -
placed upon London-bridge, and remained there
for the space of fourteen days; after which it
was pmchased by this affectionate daughter,
who kept it in a leaden box until she died, when,
by her partlcular desire, it was buried in theﬂl:
coffin with her, and encircled within her arms. .
This amiable and accomphshed female survived
her father nine years, and was interred in St.
Dunstan’s church, in the city of Canterbury,
A. D. 1524, Of the abilities of this lady the
_strongest testimony has been given; she was
; unquestiona%ly one of the most learned females
of the sixteenth century; yet her fondness for
literature never induced her to neglect any of
the active duties of life; she was a dutiful and
affectionate daughter, a fond and tender wife and -
~ motHer, agentle mistress, and a faithful friend ;
her charity was extensive, her piety was exem-
_ plary ; and it is difficult to say whether she was
most admired for the virtues of her heart, or
the qualifications of her mind. As an author,
Mrs. Roper is mentioned in terms of the highest
approbation by some of the most learned men
of the times; her sisters were no less famed
for literary knowledge, They were all cele-

brated by the famous Leland in the following
‘lines :
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Canterbury derives great advantages from the |
1 - s S
hop-grounds that are round it, which consist
-~ of several thousand acres of land, some years
ago esteemed the largest plantatx,ons in- thls
kmgdom.

The flow’ry hop, whose tendrils climbing round
The tall aspiring pole, bear their light heads
Aloft in pendent clusters—vyhmh in the malts
Fermenung tuns infused, to mellow age
Preserves the potent draught!

Mr. A asked Adelina what class the hop
belonged to. She answered the 5th class Pentan-
dria.—TFive stamens. In the class Pentandria, we
find nature sporting in her utmost luxuriance,
and in the greatest varicty of aspects. The qua-
lities of vegetables, too, which belong to this
class, are not less dissimilar than their forms.
Some choice esculents and some deadly poisons

are among its multifarious productions; some
are eminent for beauty, and others for utility.
1t includes several natural orders; but in a ge-
neral view, Pentandrious plants may be divided
into rough-leaved, which are generally esculent,
or at least harmless; such as produce berries,
and are generally poisonous ; and such as haye
flowers disposed in umbels or rundles, partly
aramatic and medicinal, partly acrid and some-
times poisonous,
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are six orders, and ninety-seven genera,
), Humulus, is of the second order, Di-
. Two pistils. Neither the male nor -
wer has any corolla; the cup of the
er is composed of five leaves; that of
is made up of only a single leaf, very
of an oval figure; the seed is single,
roundish, covered with a coat, and contained
within the cup. Mr. A was greatly pleased
with Adelina’s aceount of the class Pentan.dria,v
and added, the-hop is a climbing plant, some-
times growmg wild in hedges, and cultivated
on account of its use in making malt liquor.
They are planted in regular rows, and poles set
for them to run upon. When the poles are co-
vered to the top, nothing can make a more ele-
gant appearance than one of these hop- gardens. |
At the time of gathering' (which is in August)
the poles are taken up with the plants clinging
to them; and the scaly flowering beads, which
is the part used, are carefully picked off by wo-
men and children. - These are a finely flavoured
bitter, which ‘the‘y readily impart to hot water.
They improve the taste of beer, and make it keep
better. = Kent, Sussex, and Worcestershire, are:
the counties most famous for the growth of hops.
Care should be taken to dry the hops as fast
as they are picked; for in lying undried, they
M 4




248 HOPS. :

are apt to heat and change colour very quickly.
If the quantity picked be so large that the kiln,
in which they are to be dried, is over stacked;
- they must be spread thin upon 2 floor, and they |
will keep two or three days in that manner, with-
out any harm. Indeed, where the quantity is
but small, there is no need to have recourse to |
the kiln at all; for they will dry much better
than any other way, by being laid thin upon a
floor, and often turned. The dryingof hops is the
most material part of their manufacture; for if
they be ill dried, they lose all their agreeable
flavour; and great caution should be used, that .
they be all equally dried.

“When the hops have been picked and dried
in the oast, or tin floor, they are so brittle that
they would break to pieces and be spoiled if they
were 1mmednte1y to be put up; they are there-
fore to lie together three weeks; or thereabouts,
that they may become tough; if they are co-
vered from the air by blankets in the heap, they | w
may be bagged much sooner than if left open.

The manner of bagging them is this: a hole i
is made in an upper floor, so large that a man
may easily go up and down it; then a hoop is
fitted to the mouth of the bag, and so firmly
~sewed on, that it cannot be torn off; the bag is
then let down through the hole, and the hoop
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semaining abQVe, stops it frombeing pulled quite
thmagh being larger than the hole; a few hops
" are to be first thrown into the bag, and a person
below is to take upa parcel of these in each cor-

nerof the bag, tying it with a packthread ;. this
makes a sort of tassel, by which the bags are
afterwards the more easily managed and turned
about. 'When this is done one man must go
down into the bag, and, while another casts in
the hops, he must tread them down equally every
way with his feet ; ‘when the bag s in'this man-
ner filled, it is to be ripped from ‘the boop, and
sewed up, leaving two tassels at the corners, as
at the bottom. A bag of hops thus prepared,
may be kept for several years in a dry place.
They have, also, at Canterbury, a manner of
~ making boar’s ﬂesh into brawn, which is much
esteemed. M. said, he was afraid of

putting us to the blush by enquiring how it was

done. Tanswered that he need not fear ; for if he
wished toknow I could inform him. You know,
my dear sister, that though our beloved mother
~wished us to excel in every elegant accomplish-
‘ment, she took particular pains te instruct usin.
- every thing useful : and to show her that T have
not forgot her instructions, I shall write down
‘whatT told Mr. A——; who, not easily crediting

that a gitl so fond of books, &c. undurstood any
thing about cooking, desi ' ;
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¢ Brawn is the flesh of a boar souced or

pickled; for which end, the boar should be old;

because the older he is, the more horny will the(,-

brawn be.
¢t The method of preparing brawn is as fel-
jows: the boar being killed, it is the flitches
only, without the legs, that are made into brawn ;
the bones of which are to be taken out, and then
the flesh sprinkled with salt, and laid in a tray,
that the blood may drain off: then it is to be
salted a little, and rolled up as hard as possible.
The length of the collar of brawn, should be as
much as one side of the boar will bear; so that
when rolled up, it may be nine or ten inches di-
ameter.
¢¢ The collar, being thus rolled up, is to be
_boiled in a copper, or large kettle, till it is so
zender, that you can run a straw through it:
- then set it by, till it is thoroughly cold, and put it
into the following pickle: To every gallon of
water, put a handful or two of salt, and as much
_wheat bran; boil them together, then drain the
bran ‘as clear as you can from the liquor; and
-when the hquor is quite cold, . put the brawn
mto it
‘Mr. A shook me by the hand, and said
~ he would no longer dispute my abilities; even
where he thought I should shine th}, least; and
l then tald me. that the greatest and most: valua-
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bler#anufacture carried on here, is that of
bma&gxlks, which are brought to such perfection
;. as%ﬁ;e thought, by many, preferable to foreign
| ,mlks. _great quantities of them are sent to Lon-
?don. They have, likewise, a very beautiful ma-
»mﬂ&actuye of coloured muslin, brought to great
“perfectién, known by the name of Canterbury
muslin. ~ Adelina said, she hoped her father
would not proceed without explaining to us all
the particulars relating to the silk-manufacture,
and the manner in which it is obtained, from the
worm to the time that it is fit for use. Mr.
A replied : ““You know thatsilk is the pro-
duce of an insect, called the silk-worm ; curious
both on account of the matter that it produces,
and the various forms that it assumes, before as
well as after its being enveloped in the ball
~which it weaves itself. From a grain, or seed,
which is itsfirst state, it becomes a large worm,
of a whitish colour, inclining to yellow ; which,
shut up in the cod, appears dead, in the shape
of a greenish bean ; when it awakes- it makes a
passage out of the cod, in the shape of a butter-
fly 5 when dying, it prepares itself, by casting a
grain, or seed, for new life, which the heat of
summer assists' it to assume ; its first day’s em-.
ployment, when come to sufficient strength, is
to make its web 3 on the second, it gives a form

MG‘“
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to the cod, and almost covers itself overwith
silk ; the third day it is quite hid, and the fol=
Jowing it is employed in thickening and strength- |
ening the cod, always working from one single';g:
end that is never broken, and which is so fine
and long as to reach the length of six English
miles. In ten days the cod is in.perfection;
‘when it is taken down from the branches of the
mulberry-tree, where the worm hung it, which,
if left, would make itself a passage out about
the fifteenth day. ;
¢ The first, finest, and strongesticods are kept:
for the grain, and the rest carefully wound; they
" are of different colours, but the most common
are yellow, orange colour; sea-green, some of a
flesh-colour, others of a sulphur, and some
white 5 but all the shades are lost in dyeing and
preparing the silk. To wind off the cod, two
machines are necessary; the one a furnace, or
copper, and the other a frame to draw the silk.
‘When the copper has boiled, the winder throws
-in a handful or two of cods.  The whole is then
- stirred briskly about with birchen rods, in the
shape of brushes; and when the heat and agita-
tion have loosened the ends of the silk, they are
- apt to catch at the rods; they are then drawn
out and joined ten, twelve, or fourteen togelfiei;;
and formed into threads, according to the size
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throw the shoot and strike it close. thﬁ‘i’ng‘;ﬁ%
and taffeties are worked in the manuer of clothy
but figured or striped silks require a great deal |
more art.’’ i
Mr. A—— then told us, that the celebrate i
Mrs. Behn was horn in this city, and gave us'
this account of her. ¢ Mrs. Aphra Behn, whosej"
maiden name was Johnson, was the daughter of
a gentleman of good family at Canterbury, who,
being related to Lord Willoughby, obtained,
through the interest of that nobleman, the ad-
vantageous post of lieutenant-general of Suri-
nam, and several of the contiguous islands. Mr.
Johnson, unfortunately, died upon his passage ;.
but his family landed, and settled there. The
beauty of the surrounding country has been ele- |
gantly described by this lively writer; and the
story of the American prince Oroonoko, with
whom she became intimately acquainted, af-
. forded her subject for a novel, which 'she has
called” by his name, and which was afterwards
dramatised by Southern. The intimacy which
Subsisted between the prince and Miss Johnson
gave rise to-a variety of censorious remarks §
but whether there was any foundation for them
Is a circumstance which certainly admits of
doubt. Soon after this lady’s return to England
she was united to Mr. Behn, a Dutch merchant,

ki
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ne a great favourite at the court of
‘ e Second ; for the accurate, yet lively
dnaelgpu&n that she gave of the colony she had
quitted, ms‘pxred the king with the highest opi-
uongf her natural abilities. The talents of Mrs.
Beg were completely calculated for conversa-
‘tioft 3 ‘her wit was lively, and she was entirely
unreserved ; and so delighted was the king with
her learning, that he persuaded. her to reside at.
Antwerp, upon a war breaking out with the
Dutch. During her residence at that place, her
personal charms attracted the attention of a gen« -
tleman who had been attached to her before she
became a wife; and if she never yielded to the
passton that he felt for her, the conduct which
she adopted towards him was certainly indis—
creet. To another, whom, in her correspond-
ence to a friend, she distinguishes by the name
of Van Bruin, she indulged the vein of that hu-
mourous wit to which she’ was so. natuarally
prone ; and some very ludicrous scenes occurred
between them, which are rather too prolix for:
me to describe. The times in which Mrs. Behn
lived were proverbially licentious, which must
apologize for the freedom of her writings, and
the levities of her life; but certainly she pos-
sessed none of that chaste purity of conduct
which every man of sense would wish to witness

landd
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in the behaviour of his wife. Asan authﬁr,
is allowed to have possessed much merit :
pubhshed three volumes of miscellaneous poems
wrote seventeen plays: to which may be adde
both histories and novels, and translations of se
veral celebrated works. Both Dryden and Sou
thern were great admirers of her abilities; and to
obtain the applause of such men she must have |
possessed both genius and taste. She died Apnl‘

- 16, 1689, and was interred in the cloisters of
Westminster Abbey.”

Mr. A also informed us, that Richard
Boyle, an eminent English Statesman, distin-
guished by the title of the Great Earl of Cork, |

~was born at Canterbury in 1566, and died in
1643 ; having spent the last as he did the first
years of his hfe, in the support of the crown of

England against Irish rebels, and in the service
of his conntry.

Mr. Jackson and Charles leave us in the morn-
ing; and we shall feel a great loss of their enliven-
Ing society : they have promised tosee usat Dover,
where they mean to spend a month this summer,

In the year 234 there was a dreadful storm
at Canterbury, which threw down tWo hundred
* howses, and killed several families. When I

%ras told of this circumstance, it put me in mmd>
of these hues of Dryden: -
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My curiosity has been highly gratified
viewing the antiquities of this venerable cit o
We have seen every thing worthy of notice, and|
spent our leisure time in the pursuits of natural
history, and of drawing: sketching any view :
remarkable object that pleased us, collecting sub-|
jects of natural history, botanizing, playing on
the flageolet, studying geography, and read-
ing; the most delightful employment of all
others. We have a small portable library of
chosen books in three languages, to which we
have made a considerable addition in this place,
The inn is an exceedingly comfortable one; and
we have been quite happy in the society of each
other, without wishing for more cémpany: it 18
remarkable, that Mr. A. has not met with
any person whom he knows, though he has so
very extensive an 'acquaintance. One gentleman,
an inhabitant of “this place, with whom in the
younger part of his life he lived in habits of in-
timacy, being with his family at Bath., We
shall now proceed to the Isle of Thanet; Ade-
lina and I having a great desire (o sce Mai’gate,
which we have heard so often spoken of; and
Mr. A—, kindly attentive to our wishes, in-
tends to make an excursion to it, before we go to
Dover; yet I am impatient to be there, as I do
not expect to hear from you ill then. With
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In the lone valley ; echoing far and wide
The clamorous horn along the eliffs above ;
The hollow murmur of  the ocean tide ;
The hum of bees, the linnet’s lay of love,‘
And the full choir that wakes the universal SEOveE,
The cottage curs at early pilerims bark ; i
Crown'd with her pail the tripping milk-maid sings; |
* The whistling plowman stalks afield; and, hark! 5
Down the rough slope the ponderous waggon rings; |
Thro’ rustling corn the hare astonish’d springs ;
Slow tolls the village bell the drowsy hour ; -
The partridge bursts away on whirring wings; "
Deep mourns the turtle in sequesier’d bower, i
And shrill lark carols clear from his aerial tour.” .l
In. pursuing our journey to Margate, at 8
pIeasapt distance from the road we observed on
the left, Barton Mills, the residence of —
Esq; and on the right we were surprised byﬁ
stately range of barracks, where a number of
iroops are stationed. We then passed through
Sturfry, two miles north east from Canterbury ;
which anciently belonged to the abbey of St.
Austinj after which, the manor was the estate
of the Apulderfields, from whence it passed by
marriage to other families. We were pleased
with the situation of the parsonage : the river
Stour, running close by the house, has at that
place a neat stone bridge of three arches over it.
Opposite the mansion > and across the public
“road, stands a water-mill for grinding corn,
- Which, by the noisy circulation of the wheels,
T T T,
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into his house. Mr. A. told him, thatxf
he would permit us to view the inside of his
mill, he would greatly oblige us. Fairfield rea-
dily invited us, and we met Mr. Mansfield and
his nephews, two handsome fresh-coloured boys,
just as they arrived at the mill. No sooner did
Mr. A and Mr. Mansfield look at each
other, than they both exclaimed, what my friend
Henry! my friend Charles! and expressed the'
greatest satisfaction at this rencontre; for it ap-.
pears they had been old college friends: afteL
much rejoicing at this unexpected meeting, Mr. ]
Mansfield asked leave to show his nephews over |
the mill; and therefore, instead of making my.,.'
own remarks, I shall write down what obser-
vations were made by the boys. Mr. Mansfield
explained to them, how the sails, being turned
round by the wind, were the occasion of turn-
ing different wheels in the inside of the building.
He next pointed out to them two large flat stones,
shutup in a kind of box. ¢ You may see,’”’
said he, < that all the corn is made to pass be-
tween these stones. The understone is fixed 5
but the upper one turns round, and presses $0
heavily upon it, as to bruise and grind the corn
to powder.”’

ol understand,you uncle,” returned Charles»
5 And is that all that is’doge here 2> . -

i e M2
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We sat some time conversing with these good
people; it was then agreed that the two gentle-
men should proceed in the chaise, and that
Adelina and I should walk with the boys, as it
was only four miies distant; and a very pleasant
walk indeed we had to- Mr. Benson’s house,
which is known by the name of Rose Hill. It
stands on the summit of one of those gentle
eminences which diversify and adorn this delight-
ful county. From the windows facing the west,
the first object that presents itself to view,
being contiguous to the house, is agradually
sloping lawn, divided from the adjacent mea-
dows by the river Stour, which flows in various
directions through the neighbouring valley, and
at length empties itself into the sea atthe dis-
tance of about seven miles.
On the northern side of the house, lhe ground
15 appropriated to useful gardens, an. orchard,
and a shrubbery. In the rear of this convenient
and pleasanthabitation is an extensive farm-yard,
well stocked with poultry, and furnished with
buildings of various kinds for the reception of
grain, and for other purposes requisite in the
. farming business; Mr. Benson keeping the
principal part of his estate in his own hands.
The ground which lies toward the south he has
exercised his taste in decorating with peculiar
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hospitable owners of this delightful mansion,
‘Mr. Benson had gone out early in the morning, |
and taken Charlotte Benson in the gig, and
‘Robert his eldest son who rode on horseback,
to spend the day with a friend ten miles off.
‘They did not return till late in the evening ; but
we spent the day very pleasantly ; for Mrs. Ben-
con is an exceedingly agreeable woman; and |
Mr. Mansfield entertained as greatly, by de-
scribihg the manners and customs of several
pations in which he had travelled. After tea,
the children being obliged to attend the writings
master, who comes to teach them three times a
week, and Mrs. Benson being engaged in the
nursery with her infant daughter, Mr. Mansfield
invited us to walk with him to a delightful
arbour ; -where being seated, he ‘related to us
some interesting particulars of himself, which
T shall give you in his own words. Addressing
himself to Mr. A “ A short time after
I left you at college,’” said he, ¢ my father died;
and leaving me a very small estate, I resolved to
go to the Indies, where I lived thirty years, and
then returned to England, having amassed an
immense fortune. As soon as I arrived at Can-
terbury, the city in which T was born, my first
care was to visit a merchant who was a very

L‘ distant relation. 1 told him, that as I had neither
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children, brothers, sisters, nor any relations, but
very ' distant ones, and was absolute master of
my fortune, I had resolved to divide it with the
one most worthy of possessing riches, and beg-
ged him to assist me in the discovery. I am
not acquainted with all your family,’ replied the
merchant ; ¢ but I know that youhave two niece’s
who livein this city ; they are sisters, both pos-
sessed of good fortunes; but of very different
dispositions.  The eldest, whose name s Belton,
visits nobody, lives in a small house, and keeps’
only one servant: she has no pleasure butin
hoarding up money. The Countess of Mayfield,
on the contrary, has no greater pleasure than in
spending her’s: she is fond of grandeur and
magnificence: but this frivolous taste does not
hinder her from being charitable: every week,
on such aday, a dozen poor people go to her
gate and alms are distributed to them.” ¢ This
countess is the woman,” said I; ¢ but as for the
other, I will not see her, for I hate misers.’
The very next day I called upon the countess;
she received me with the greatest politeness, and
1 thought her a charming woman. Mrs. Bel-
ton’s servant was sister to my friend the mer-
“chant’s groom. This mau, happening to be in
the room when I declared that I would not -see
my covetous niece, went and told his sister what

N ———
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returned home quite delighted, thinking herself

sure of having acquired the esteem of the rich
Indian. T kept my promise, and called upon
her the next morning, taking with me a consi-
derable sum, which was put into the hands of
the magistrate, as well as the widow’s five hun-
dred pounds.

““ I have been greatly deceived with regard to
the character of this woman,”.said I, to my friend
the merchant. ¢ What a generous soul! the alms
which the Countess of Mayfield distributes are
‘nothing in comparison of what she has done—
Yes, T prefer her to her sister, and it is she
whom I will enrich.’ ¢ An old servant who lived
with the father of these two ladies is now here,’
said the merchant ; ¢ he has been enquiring where
vou lodge, and wishes earnestly to speak to you.”
¢ Lethim come in immediately,” said I'; € without
doubt he has something to communicate to me.”
-Poor Bertram (that was the man’s name) was
sent for. ¢ What can I do for you, my friend 2"
said 1. ¢ Alas! sir, I am unhappy, and I
am told you are charitable ; this is what brings
me to you. [ lived twenty years.in your bro-
“ther’s service; after his death, I ‘married, and
. carried on a little trade; but a fire, t‘hree years
ago, consuming almost all my property, I am
unable to provide for my family, and bring up

= 2
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my children : what I beg of you, sir, is, to
give me a trifle to put out my son to learn some
trade.’

¢¢ And why did you not apply to Mrs. Belton,
or the Countess of Mayfield ?’
¢ 1did, sir, but in vainj Mrs, Belion re-
fused to give me any assistance ; the Countess of
Mayfield offered me some little support, on con-
dition that I should go and fetch it, with the
other poor people, in the day-timeat a fixed
hour. But if she does not like to conceal her
“ beneficence, I like to conceal my poverty ; and
I thought it was hard to beg my bread at the
gate of a house where I had served faithfully
twenty years. I preferred going again to service.’
¢° And what is become of your children ?*
< My daughter has the good fortune to be
brought up by your niece, Miss Sophia; that
generous lady, though poor herself, yet “finds
means to do good to all around her.’ e
¢ What! do you say I have a poor and gener-
ous niece, and I do not know her? Who is she
then ?’ j
¢¢ The sister of Mrs. Belton, and the Countess
of Mayfield, your brother’s youngest daughter.”
' “How is that possible ! neither of the sisters
ever mentioned her; where does ‘she live then? .
and why is she poor ?’ = ,
N 6 ; e,
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¢No, it was not forgetfulness,” said Iy
€ they knew in their hearts that you were
‘better than they, and that is the reason
why they would not have me know you ; espe-
cially as they wished themselves to benefit by
the riches T have brought from the Indies. -But"
they are mistaken in their expectations; T will
not leave my fortune to the countess, because
she does good only through vanity, that she may
be called charltable, I will not enrich Mrs. Bel-
‘ton, because she does good only throuch inter-
est.  Asa proof of this, they have both refused
to assist privately an old servant of their father’s.
Since Thave learnt this circamstance, I no ]oﬁger
esteem Mrs. Belton for the hospital that she in-
tends to build ; and T really believe that she has
formed this design only to get my fortune. As
for you, my dear niece, you do good only because
it is rlght, because it renders those happy and
estimable who do it: I am resolved to declare
you my sole heiress, and from this very moment
you may dispose of every thing I possess. I
know you have no occasion for riches to make
you happy ; but a great many people will be
happier if you possess riches.” T actually settled
ten thousand pounds upon her that very day, and
twenty thousand pounds more at my death; and
learning from the clergyman that a worthy young
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man in the neighhourhood was sincerely attach-
ed to her, but had not declared his passion, on
account of the smallness of his fortune, T sound-
ed my niece, and finding the attachment mutual,
I soon made up the match, bought this estate,
and settled them in it. They pressed me ear-
nestly to live with them ; and finding that the
society and affection of my amiable niece was
necessary to my happiness, I readily consented,
and have ever since lived the happiest of hves,
blessing kind Providence for giving me riches to -
reward such merit. Her lovely offspring are the
delight of my old age. The Countess of May-
field was so humbled by my preference of Sophia,
that it brought her to a right sense of what real
charity was, and she now enjoys the pleasure
of doing good for its own sake. Mrs. Belton
lamented bitterly the loss of 1 my fortune, and
of the five hundred pounds placed in the magis-
trate’s hands; but, ashamed to show it, the
hospital was finished, and she now lives in it,
spending her days in mortification and penance,
Bertram lives in a comfortable cottage half a

_mile off, whither the family frequently walk, to
drink tea, or eat strawberries'and cream, The
son, a quick, steady youth, is just now appoint-
ed steward to Mr. Benson; and the daughter,
who was carefully educated by Sophia when she
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he  saw awakened -some reflection, and gave

rise to new thoughtfulness. His brothers and

sisters frequently complained, that while he
seemed himself so-much engaged, he took no
pleasurein contributing to the general amusement
of the house. They even resolved among them-

selves, to beg that their father and uncle would.
not take him to walk out with them any more;

but a gentler method of correcting him came
afterwards into their minds. They agreed to-
gether to practise, forsome days, the very same
conduct towards him, that he practised towards
others. One of them went to see some fine
pictures; another, some new buildings; and a
third a collection of natural curiosities; but

when they returned home, they kept to them-

selves all the accounts, which they had formerly
been eager to relate, of what they had seen or

heard; and instead of that mutual communi-

cation of the pleasures of the day, which had
made their evenings lively and agrecable, they
had nothing now in common, but formal gravity,
and a tiresome silence. Robert remarked this
change with equal surprise and vexation, He
felt the want of that gaiety, and openness of
conversation, which, though he rarely gave way
to, made, in fact, all his entertainment. Ac-
customed, however, to reflection and consider=
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ation, it taught him immediately fhe injustice
of his own behaviour; and he soon became as
communicative, as he had hitherto been reserved.
In giving way to that social openttess, with which
nature has gifled mankind for their mutual bless-
ing, attachment, and union, Hhis own heart first
tasted the sweets of friendship and benevolence;’
while! the vigour and vivacity of his genius fonnd
fresh employment and satisfaction, from the in-
formation that he gathered, in return for what
he imparted. It began to grow dark as we re-
turned home; and the boys were surprised, in
the midst of the gloom, to see a bright speck
upon the ground. ¢“What is tha’t,; what is that,
papa?”’ they exclaimed at the same instant.
¢ It looks,”” added Charles, ¢ as if one of the
stars had fallen to the earth.” Mr. Benson told
them that they were glow-worms. They begged
to take up one to examine it, which Mr. Benson
consented to. . They then saw that the glow-
worm was a small insect, something bigger than
a wood-louse; and that the brightness proceeded
from a part under the tail. The light it gave
was strong enough for them to see what o’clock
it was by their uncle’s watch, ‘when held close
to it. Emily took it home on some leaves, and
could scarcely be persuaded the next day that it
was the same insect, when she saw it without
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-dame. Rosamond, the young governess, wag
the mistress ; and supposing it to be morning,
and that she was just risen, she rang the bell
for Charlotte her cook, .to bring her book of
house-expences, and read the accounts of the
day before ; which contained the particulars of
a dinner for five or six persons, and of the sup-
per, with the price of every article. The mis-
tress then examined the aecount, to see if any
thing was charged too high, and cast it up to
know if it was right. = After that, she ordered
the dinner and sui)per, and paid the cook’s ac-
count. Charlotte then went out of the room,
and after making believe to cook and dress the
dinner sent up a very elegant one. Emily was
the laundry-maid, and washed and ironed her
doll’s clothes. Robert was a tradesman, and, after
the cook left ‘the room, was introduced to the
mistress with:samples of cloth and other things;
some of which she bargained for, and he sent
her a bill with the goods, as she desired. After
which Adelina, who was the nursery-mald
took in Mana, who was the child ; and the lady
taught her to read and spell, and put the dis-
sected maps together. Charles was the drawing-
master, Arthur the dancing-master; and both
‘these masters instructed Maria in her mamma’s
-presence. I was another lady; Elizabeth my
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for himself and his successors, the compass of

which is visible still from the ruins ‘of an old |

.wall ; and that about 200 years after, a monas-
tery was erected here, ‘which, Anno 949, King
Edred gave, with the manor, to Christ-church,
Canterbury. Hereis a f,e.iizi' the 15t of Septem-

ber; and in the reign of Edward I. it had the

grant of a market; but this has been long since
disused. :
Arthur observed, that Severus had also bmlt
a wall in the north of England, and concluded
by wishing that he knew the history of Severus.
Mr. A told-him, if he would apply to me,
he would be certain to have his wish gratified..

1 was a little confused at being called upon, be- "

fore so large a party ; but, to oblige this charm-
ing boy, I gave him the followmg account of
Severus il
“¢ Lucius Septimus Severus, a Roman empe-
ror, was born in Africa, A. D. 146, of ‘a noble
~ family. He attained several offices in the state,
“ and, being of an ambitious and avaricious tem-
per, spared no means to advance himself. -He
assumed the title of emperor on the borders of
Illynum, and succeeded, taking as his partner
"in the throne Albinus, who commanded the
Roman forces in Britain. His reception at Rome
‘was highly graifying to his vanity. At the
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3

the son of William Duncombe, an English
writer. His son John was born in 1730. At

 the age of sixteen he was entered of Bene’t col-

)

lege, Cambridge, where he took his degrees in -

‘arts ; and in 1750 was chosen fellow.  In 1753

he entered into orders, and became assistant-

preacher at St. Anne’s, Soho. In 1757 Arch~
bishop Herring gave him the united livings of

St. Andrew and St. Mary, Canterbury. In
1763 he married the daughter of Mr. Highmore,
the painter. Archbishop-Secker appointed him
one of the six preachers in Canterbury cathedral

‘in 1766 ; and his successar, Dr. Cornwallis, gave

him the living of Hearne. He died in 1785.
Mr. Duncombe wrote several fugitive poems,
and a translation of Horace, part of which had
been done by his father. Feeling at that mo-
ment, sarrounded by so agreeable a party, the

pleasures arising from social intercourse, these

lines which he wrote occurred to my mind :—

i Seek not to draw me from this calm retreat,

In loftier sphere unfit—untaught to move;
Content with plain domestic life, where meet g
The sweets of friendship, and the smiles of love !

We ate our dinner with a good appetite' under
the cliff, and in the evening walked upon the
sand, the children picking up shells and pebbles.

" Qur walk reminded Adelina of these verses in
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that_entertaining book " of Conyersations, by
Charlotte Smith 5 and she repeated them :

"Tis pleasant to wander along on the sand,
Beneath the high cliff that is hollow’ 'd in caves;
When the fisher has put off his boat from the land,
And the prawn-catcher wades thro’ the short npplmg
waves.
While fast run before us the sandling and plover,
TIntent on the crabs and the sand eels to feed,
And here on a rock, which the tide will soon cox},er, ‘
We'll find us a seat that is tapestried with weed.
Bright gleam the white sails in the slant rays of even,
- And stud ag with silver the broad level main,
While glowing clouds float on the fair face of heaven,
And the mirror-like water reflects them again..
How varions the shades of marine vegetation,
Thrown here the rough flints and the pebbles among,
The feather'd conferva of deepest carnation,
The dark purple slake and the olive sea—thong
While Flora herself unreluctantly “mingles
Her garlands with those that the Nereids have worn,
For the yellow-horud poppy springs up on the shingles,,
And convolvulas rival the rays of the morn.

But now to retire from the rock we have warning,
Already the water encircles our seat,

And slowly the tide of the evening returning,
The moon-beams reflect in the waves at our feet.

Ah! whether as now the mild summer sea flowing,

~ Scarce wrinkles the sands as it murmurs on shore,

Or fierce wintry whirlwinds impetuously blowing, .
Bid high maddening surges resistlessly roar;

o4
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There are various species of the lark, as the
commeén or sky-lark, the wood-]a;rk, the tit-lark,
and the field-lark. ~The sky-lark and the wood-
lark, are the only birds that sing as they poise
themselves in the regions of ‘ether.

Charles, who had run swiftly through a
narrow path, came hastily back, bringing in his
handkerchief a hedgehog which he had found.
¢ Pray, papa,’” said he, ¢ tell me all'about the
hedgehog, for T never saw [one “alive before:”
his father told him, it was of the first class,
Mammalia, and the third order, Ferz, or ani-
mals whose cutting teeth vary from ten to two:
he added, ¢ few animals are more innoxious
than the hedze-hog, yet few are exposed to such
various injuries and insults.  Children frequently
learn the rudiments of cruelty in torturing it;
and it seldom finds a protecto'r.among those who
are more advanced in years. Humanity, how !
ever, is due {o the meanest reptile ; and whoever’ -
1s capable of exercising unnecessary barbarity,
even toward the noxious creature that has- life,
must possess obtunded feelings at Jeast, and pro-
bably a vicious heart.”

. Shall I let it go?”” said Charles; ¢ do, my
dear,”’ said his father, ¢ as soon as we have all
well examined it.”” ¢ Though the hedgehbg:
has a formidable appearance,”” said Mr. A——.
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. SUNFLOWER. 341
staring flower ; it is of a deep yellow, and always
courts the sun. ; |
Mrs. Benson. It is a flower that grows high
and wide; the si'zg of 1t is answerable to that of
the leaves: do you think, my dear, a small
flower, upon such a stem, adorned with such
leaves, would be uniform ? How do you think
a child’s head would look upon the shoulders of
a’man?
~Eliza. Oh! mamma, I did not think of that;
Isee I am wrong; but is it not a bold flower?
Mrs. Benson. 1 believe, my dear, it is a
flower more sensible of the sun’s influence than
almost any- other that adorns the garden. Ac-
cording to my mode of thinking, it is an em-
blem of gratitude : the sun is its benefactor, from
that luminary it derives health and strength.
- What is due to those who confer favourson you?
are you not obliged to them 2 do you not feel
gratitude to them ?
Eliza. Oh! mamma, I wish I had plucked:’
a sunflower, I feel ashamed of my choice.
Mrs. Benson. You have no occasion, my.
dear; at your age, the eye is more generally en-
gaged than the undersmndmg Tt is natural in
youth to be taken by ghttermg baubles; you are
not yet of an age to moralize upon subjects of
this nature, or to feel them, as we do who have
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arrived at maturity.  The best lessons of wisdom'
are acquired by experience. Perhaps, when a
few mote years have passed over your head, fine
clothes, and fine colours, may have lost their
effect upon your senses, and you may think as
1do. The sunflower is of the class Syngenisia-
polygamia-frustranea. :

- Your’$, Emily, is indeed a lovely little flower;:
what a delicate colour!  White is the emblem of
purity and modesty.

What a sweet perfume it dispenses ! such as
this should woman be j—retiring, modest, dif-
fident, anxious rather to conceal than display
Ther beauties ; she should cultivate her mind, and-
enrich it with the firm principles of virtue and
good sense 3 she will then dispense a perfume that
shall never leave her, but will be preserved even:
when time shall have robbed her cheeks of their
bloom, and her form of its elegance. Observe,
my dear, how delicate is the shape of this little
plém! look at the leaf, which shelters it from
sight, and obscures it from the eye of-the rude
gazer; so it 1s with a truly modest woman; she
shrinks from the eye of observation ; her per-\
fections must be drawn forth to view; she-
will never wantonly display ‘them ; but, con-
tent within the shade of obscurity, will
livethappy 07 < Se Tt
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Caroline. How much larger some of the
‘bees are than others! - ,

Mys. Lucas. Those are the drones, or male

_bees ; they have no stings; but, by the loudness

of their noise, united with their strength, they
frighten away enemies that might come to annoy.
the hive. The drones are totally under the re-
gulation of the female bees, who never suffer
them to leave the nest till about two o’clock ; at
“which time their Jabour for the day is done.
You may then see them fly about to enjoy them=
selves, gathering honey for the nest, which these
carefully deposit in cells made for the purpose.
You have all seen a honey-comb ; did you ever
observe any thing more regular and beautiful ?

_Emily. Are all those little recesses the re-
sidence of the bees ? - ; 3

Mrs. Lucas. All those “cells which you see
are arranged with the utmost exactness, and are
filled with hoﬁey, extracted from various flowers
and brought home by this industrious little 1n-
sect, 1n a bag which nature has adapted for the
purpose. This bag, which is placed in the
hinder parts, is frequently emptied, and as fre-
quently filled. These insects are never  idle.
Observe, my dears, every member of this little
colony is at work: some are building their cells;
some kneading the wax ; some gathering honey,
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and depositing it in those cells; others are em- -
ployed in the care of the young, while another
set are repairing their little habitations. What:
a lesson does this insect convey to man! How
does it instruct him in the value of time, and
teach him so to employ every hour of his life,,
that it may prove serviceable to himself and his-
fellow-creatures. 'What can excite us more to-
activity and industry, than the patient labours of
this little creature? And shall we, endowed with.
reasoning faculties and ' powers, which have
placed us at the head of the creation, be outdone-
by an insect? Shall we consume our allotted:
portion of time in supineness and indolence; or,.
what is worse, give ourselves up to vain and use~
less dissipation; while this, one of the smallest:
of God’s creatures, shall set us such an example:
of industry. Think for what we shall have to
answer at the great day of final judgment, if we-
wantonly waste and trifle away that invaluable
portion of existence which was given for nobler
purposes, for the mutual assistance of our fellow-.
creatures, and for exertions (o render ourselveS»
useful in our respective stations.
Eliza. Your hives, ma’ am, are much hand-
somer than those in Mr. Brown s Garden,
Myrs. Lucas. Peraons, in general, keep bees
in straw hives; but I have preferred glass ones,
a b
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‘beat it almost to death ; but see, they are setiling
‘upon a branch of that apple-tree; in what a
cluster they hang ! they are very heavy. Emily,
your task is not over; the queen bee has not
scttled yet.—Oh ! now, now, she too has fixed
upon the same bough.—Your task is finished,
my dear, you may call the man. Oh ! here is.
Thomas with the hive ; now see how he shakes
them off the bough—the queen bee is alarmed,
she flies to alittle distance ; I hope she will not
go far.—Oh | Thomas has her, she has settled
again, the bees are safely hived. All the eggs that
are laid are by the queen bee ; she is the general
mother of the hive; from her eggs proceed
small worms, which the working bees feed with
their trunks: this worin lies dormant for fifteen
days, enclosed in a cell, fitted with a little wax
hid ; this is called a nymp]m, and when arrived
at maturity comes out a young bee. >
Bees have two horns to guard their eyes;
their fangs and claws serve them in working,
‘and a hollow tube or trunk with which they
pierce to the very bottom of the cups of the
flowers, assists them to draw up the honey into
their bag. They have six feet, the middle ones
are nearly in the shape of a spoon, and furnished
with hair, which enables them to retain their
wax 3 with their fore feet they knead and work
a6
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- Robert begged of his father the history of the
nightingale. Mr. Benson told him the night-
ingale was of the sixth order, Passeres ; adding,
¢ the nightingale has been so long celebrated for
the delightful melody with which it charms the
ear, that its very name seems to embellish poe-
tical description, and to convey a sort of pleasure
to the mind, which words cannot easily depict.
Almost every modern versifier mentions *it with
congenial rapture; and the ancient bards, who-

so closely painted from nature, have exerted
themselves to raise its reputation.

< But, sweet as is the music of Philomel, it
has little external beauty to attract the eye,

‘and charms most when it is unseen. The head

and back are of a pale tawny colour, flashed
with olive; the throat, breast, and upper part of
the belly, are of a light glossy ash-colour, and
the lower belly is almost white. The exterior
webs of the quill feathers areof a reddish brown,
the tail is of a deep tawny red, and the eyes are
remarkably large and animated.

¢ This bird, the most celebrated of the fea-
thered tribe for the variety, length, and sweet-
ness of its notes, visits England about the be-
ginning of April, andleaves it in Aurrust. It is
found only in some of the southern and midland
countics, and is said to be unknown in Scot=
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\ land, Treland, and North Wales. It commences .
its song in the vevefling, when other -birds -
are generally at roost, as if it disdained to waste-
its music in the throng, and continues it by ihat
tervals during the whole night. If undisturbed,
it will sit for weeks together almost on the same
tree. - It builds its nest nea’@'the bottom of some
hedge, so artfully secreted that it genera]ly
eludes the inquisitive eye of the school-boy; and
surely, robbing it or other birds of their eggs
and young, without any intention to rear them,
-1s a pitiful gratification, compared with the pain
that is inflicted. The poet of nature, Thomson,
thus paints the feelings, and pleads the cause, of
the sengster under consideration :
. << Bat let not, chief, the nightingale lament
Her rain’d care, too delicately form’d
To brook the harsh confinement of the cage.
Oft when, returnmg with her Ioaded bill, *
L Th® astonish’d mother finds a vacant nest,
By the hard hand of unrelenting clowns
Rabb'd ; to the ground the vain provision falls,
Her pinions muffle, and, lo! drooping, scarce
Can bear the mourner to the poplar shade;
- Where, all abandon’d to despair she sings -
Her sorrows through the night, and on the bough
Sole sitting, still at every dying fall,
Takes up again her lamentable strain
Of winding woe, till wide around the woods
Sigh to her song, and with her wail resound.”

=
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once interrupted, it is with difficulty ‘they can
prepare for a second elevation; so that if it |
should happen to fall to the ground by any acci-
dent, as was the case with this, it 1s almost im- :
possible for it to escape. It is the only creature
* that will venture to remain in caverns, and
frightful subterraneous abodes, where it conti-
nues in a state of torpidity, unaffected by every
change of weather.

¢ Though the bat may, generally speaking, be }

_ considered inoffensive and harmless, yet itewill, .
when opportunity offers, sometimes steal into a |
larder, and prey upon fat bacon, tallow, &c; but
as this circumstance does not often happen, it
being principally employed in pursuing nsects
much: more mnoxious than itself, we may
pronounce it rather serviceable than otherwise.”
Robert released the poor bat, and Mr. Benson

7 proceeded,to*jnform us of these particulars con-

__cerning the owl : :

® o« The owl is of the first order of birds, Ac-
cipitres, or - the -rapacious kind. ~ That no

* Jink in the chain of Nature should be incomplete,
these birds employ the night in devastation thus
preventing any chasm in the round of time. °
% They are distinguished from all other birds
l-)y their eyes, which are better adapted’fu%t_le
purposes of darkness than of light. Like t@%
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¢ But,” said Mr. Benson, ¢ let the owl fly,
Robert, and behold a new spectacle of wonder!
¢ The moon makes her entry on the eastern sky,
and, shadowy, sets off the face of things. She
rises in clouded majesty, and opens, as it were,
to rule over the night. - She brightens as she ad-
vances ;. delighting every eye, and cheering all
the werld with the beauty of her appearame,' ‘
and the softness of her splendours.
¢ At this period we have an instance of the
wisdom of divine Providence, in nourishing the"
sceds of the earth. The drops of dew, like 50
many liquid crystals, that sparkle upon the eye
with the most brilliant and unsullied lustre, now
descend, and cheer the fields, meads, and plains, ;
pérched by the noon-day heat. 4
¢ They steal ‘down in the serene evening aﬂ'§
~ by slow degrees, and with insensible =ul]ness——-;-
so slow, that they deceive the nicest eve; so si- ;
lent, that they escape the most delicate earj |
and, when fallen, so very light, that they neither“;%
bruise the tenderest, nor oppress the weakest‘,ﬁ

flower. They are thrown so profusely, and
“scattered with' such lavish abundance1 that the :
‘hang on every hedge, twinkle from every spray :
and. adorn the whole herbage of 1he fields.

but wears the watery pendants. What a 8
2
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tom, it is boiléd a second time, poured jnto flat
frames, and left till it is pretty hard and solid,
and then cut into square pieces; it is afterwards
dried in the wind in a coarse net, and hung up.
on a string that it may dry. thoroughly

¢ And now,” said Mr. Benson, ¢ I shall
return to the subject that I was upon; an ac-
countat this isle. The soil is generally very.
fertile, especially in the bestof barley and other
sorts of grain, of which it is computed above
twenty thousand quarters are sent hence to Lon-
don in a year, besides what is sold to other
-places. Barley is of the third class, Triandria;
| three stamens. The verdant carpet which
covers the earth is principally composed of plants
belonging to this class. It comprehends the
greatest part of the grasses, and some congene-
rous vegetables, which are well known to be of
indispensable necessity to the support of'gzeil
and animals; and, though the least striking, are
by far the most valuable of all the productions
of nature. There are four orders and forty-five
genera. Barley, Hordeum, is of the second
order, Dlgyma- two pistils.

¢« The Algamarina, or sea ore as they call it
is the chief manufacture of this islel . This they
dry on the shore, and burn'it, in order to make
kelp, which the potters use in glazing their ware.
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But the smell of the rotten oie upon the soil,
and the smoke of it when burning, is very
noisome. The gentlemen’s families are for the
most part gone from this part of the country,
having sold their estates ; so that their mansion
.seats are converted into farm houses: But then,
on the other hand, many of the yeqmen and
farmers have good estates, on which *they live
very genteely. In this island are six parish
churches and one chapel. It has given the title
of earl to the family of Tufton, ever since the
reign of Charles the 1st.

¢¢ We read, that Egbert, the 8th King of
Kent, gave one third of the island to alady
whom he had much injured; and that she built
a monastery upon it, to which the other Kentish
kings were very liberal ; but the Danes ruined it.
My dear Jeannette,” said Mr. Benson, ¢‘you
will oblige me, by giving me the biography of
Charles the first, and of Egbert.””

¢ With pleasure,” T rejoined. ¢ Thatun-
fortunate monarch Charles the first, King of
England, was the second son of James the first,
he was born in 1600, and succeeded his father .
in 1625. The seeds of the civil war which
raged so violently in his reign were sown in the '
. preceding; and the pacific days of the father
Py be considered as the cause of the misfortunes

e ——
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‘and death of the'son. His unjustifiable proceed-:
ir_lgS'gt the beginning ‘were more than éompen5'
_sated by his subsequent concessions and genero-
sity ; but when the sword of ecivil war is once
drawn, it is not easily sheathed. His giving up k
of Stafford was not only impolitic but uhjust;-
and this want of steadiness proved his own rain:
his mln'ta;y operations appear also to have been,
conducted with more courage than skill, and he
was singularly unfortunate in his conﬁdants. ;
Charles, after the battle of Naseby, 1mprudent1y
put himself under the protection ofgthe Scoteh,
~ his own countr}imen and natural subjects ; who,
regardless of honour or honesty, sold him to
the English patriots, as Judas sold his master,
for a paltry sum of money. The artful Crom-.
well forced him out of the hands of the parlia-
ment,” and having the army at his command,’
made them'insist upon a trial ; a measure adopted
merely to put a legal face on a marder which
was already resolved upon. The conduct of the
king,before his brutal judges was dignified ar}d
modest. After suffering an unparalleled series
of insults, he was brought to the scaffold, and
endured his fate like ahero and a christian mart)-ir,_
‘ “January 30, 1648. Much has been said of his
character by his enemies. Tt is certain that he -
had his faults ; but it is as certain that he had
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Mr. Benson thanked me; and, after making
some remarks on Egbert, he said, that in some
of the low marshes near the sea, a large field

_was open to the observation of Adelina and me,

———

who were both, he found, curious in botany;

“many rare and valuable plants being found there.

That the prodigious quantity of fennel, which
grows wild, forms in some places near the sea,
hedges of almost a mile in length. Fennel,
Anethum, is of the fifth class, Pentandria; five
stamens; of the second order, Digynia; two
pistils. - We now reached Birchinglon, which
is a member of the town and port of Dover;
and we were glad to join our fellow-travellers in
the church, which is a neat building, and con-
tains several ancient and modern monuments of
the Queke and Crispe families, who resided at

" the ancient mansion in this parish called Quekes

or Quex. At this house, Mr. A told us,
King William the third used to reside, until the
winds favoured his embarking for Holland. A
room, said to have been the bed-chamber of the
royal guest, is still shown, together with an ad-
jacent inclosure in which his guards encamped.

We then drove to the ancient but small town
of Minster, on the right hand, near the xpggshesy
about four miles from Margate. Mr. e
informed us, that Domneva, daughter of Er-
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shelter him in her arms. When the dreadful
tidings of his destruction reached her, she dis-
played symptoms of the most violent grief; yey,
in spite of the anguish of her sensations, she
publicly pronounced a funeral eulogium upon
the deceased, and then retired to the house of
Mark Antony, where she ended hers valuable
life, about thirty-two years before the hirth of
Christ,”” : Jia

¢¢ My dear Jeannette,” said Adelina; ¢ I am
afraid I shall weary you; but pray tell me, who
was Pompeia, the wife that Cwsar divorced.” -

¢ A daughter of Pompey the Great; she was
accused of incontinence, because Clodius had
introduced himself in women’s clothes into the
room where she was celebrating the mysteries of
Cybele. Cesar repudiated her upon this accu~
sation.” I continued : .

¢ Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt, was the daughter
of Ptolemy Auletes, king of that country‘;_ who,
dying in the year 51 before Christ, bequeathed
his crown' to the eldest of his sons, and the
eldest of his daughters ; ordering them to .be
joined to each other in marriage, according to
the usage of their family, and jointly to govern
the Egyptian kingdom. They were both very
young; Cleopatra, the eldest, being only se-
Venteen 5 and thereby he committed them to the

B e T e R T
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tuition of the Roman senate. As théy could
not however agree, either to be married, or to
reign together, the cause was brought to Julius
Caesar’s hearing; ‘and advocates on both sides
were appointed to plead the matter before him.
But Cleopatra, hearing that Czesar was unbound-
edly forid -of women, laid a plot to attach him
first to her person, and next (o her cause. Send-
ing to Cesar, therefore, she desired that she
might be permitted to plead her cause herself
before him. This being granted, she came
secretly into the port of Alexandria in a small
_skiff toward the dusk of the evening, caused
herself to be tied up in her bedding, and thus
to be carried to Cesar’s apartment on the back
of one of her servants. Caesar was too sensible
of the charms of beauty, not to be touched with
those of Cleopatra; he passed that night with
ber, and the next morning sending for Ptolemy,
he pressed him to receive his sister upon her owa
. terms; but Ptolemy, perceiving that, instead of
a judge, he was become her advocate, appealea
to the people, and put the whole city in an up-
roar. A war commenced ; and the matter being
soon determined by a battle, in which Casar
came off conqueror, Ptolémy, on his endeavour=
ing to escape over the N ile in a boat, was sunk
with it, and drowned in that river. Cesar thus
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settled the kingdom upon Cleopatra. She, how-
ever, followed Cesar to Rome, and was there
when he was killed in the senate-house; but
being terrified by that event, and the subsequent
disorders of the city, fled with great precipitation.
After the battle of Philippi, she was :ummoned
by Antony to answer an accasation aggmst her,
of having favoured the interest of Cassius. She
had indeed done so in some measure; she depend-
ed, however, on her wit and beauty ; and per-
suaded herself, that those charms, with, which
she had conquered Cesar’ ‘s heart, were still
powerful enough to conquer Antony’s ; for she
was not yet above twenty-six years of age. Full
of these assurances, she went to Antony ; and
by her arts, and the charms of her person, drew
him into those snares which held him enslaved
to her as long as he lived, and finally caused his

death. - Having at ast fallen into the hands of
her enemy Octavius Cesar, who meant to expose
her in triumph to the Romans, she caused her-
self to be bitten by an asp, which “was brought
to ber concealed in a basket of fi figs ; and thus
died this princess, whose wit and beauty made
so much noise in the world, after she had reigned,
from the death of her father, twenty-two years
and lived thirty-nine.’

X 4
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so I was put upon the parish, As he had been
a wandering sort of a man, the parishioners were.
not able to tell to what parish I belonged, -or
where I was born; so they sent me to another
pansh and that parish sent me to a third. I
thought in my heart, they kept sending me about
so long, thatthey would not letme be born in any
parish at all ; but at last, however, they fixed me.
I had some disposition to be a scholar, and was
resolved, at deast, to know my letters; but the
‘master of the work-house put me to business as.
soon as I was able to handle a mallet; and here
I lived an easy kind of life for five years. I
only wrought ten hours in the day, and had my .
meat and drink provided for my labour. It is
true, I was not suffered to stir out of the house,
for fear, as they said, I should run away; but
what of that, T had the liberty of the whole
house, and the yard before the door, and that
was enough for me. T was then bound out to a
farmer, where T was up both early and late ; but
I ate and drank well, and liked my business welt -
enough, till he died, when I wasAobliged to pro-
vide for myself; so I was resolved to go seek
my fortune. 4o %

¢ In this manner T went from town to town,

worked when I could get employmentand starved

when I could get none: when happenmg one-
x5
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day to go through a field belonging to a justice:
of peace, I spied a hare crossing a path just be-
fore me; and I believe the devil put it in my
head to fling my stick at it:——well, what wilk
you have on’t? I killed the hare, and was bring-
ing it away, when the justice himself met me ;
he called mea poacher and a villain ; and collar-
ing me, désired T would give an account of my-
self. I fell upon my knees, begged his worship’s
pardon, and began to give a full aecount of alk
that I knew of my breed, seed, and generation;

- but, though I gave a very true account, the

justice said T could give no account; so I was
.indicted at sessions, found guilty of being poor,
and sent up to London to Newgate, in order to
be transported as a vagabond..

¢ People may say this and that of being in
Jail, but, for my part, I found Newgate as
agreeable a place as ever I was in in all my life.
I had my belly full to eat and drink, and did no
work at all. This kind of life was too good to
last for ever; so I was taken out of prison, after
five months, put on board a ship, and sent off,
with two hundred more, to the plantations. We
bad but an indifferent passage; for, being all
confined in the hold, more than a- hundred of
our people died for want of sweet air; and those
who remained were sickly enough, God knows.
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to a friend, of which thou shalt be the bearer ;
(then giving him more money) that will pay
thy expences on the road, till thou arrivest at
that asylum where thy misfortunes will be at an
end, - o
After we had rejoiced the heart of this peor

unfortunate man, who left us in admiration of

" his mtrepidity and content, and havin’g,tak’en a
little refreshment, we went to Waldershire, six
miles and a half from Sandwich, to see the seat
of the late Lord North. The house is large and
spacious ; and the park full of picturesque views,
Statuesof heathen deities were interspersed at va-
rious avenues; while the hare and rabbit, spring-
ing from their retreats, bounded along with ra--
pidity ! A Chinese temple, placed in a secluded
situation, though verging to decay, attracted
our attention. It was a delightful solitary spot,
surrounded by trees. Adelina said, it put her in
mind of Cowley’s verses on Solitude, which
Mr. A desired her to repeat.

¢ Hail, old patrician trees, so great and good !
Hail, ye plebeian underwood )

Where the poetic birds rejoice,
And for their quiet nests and plenteous food
Pay with their grateful voice.

Hail, the poor muses’ richest manor seat!
Ye country houses and setreat,
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& The Hare is of the first class and fourth
order, Glires. The form of this animal is ge-
nerally known ; but its habits, which are well
deservmg our attentive notice, are often over—
looked. Timid and persecuted, the prey of
men and animals for its flesh, and the object of
savage sport to the idle or the wanton, did it not
owe much to a principle of fear, which is ever
awake for its preservation, and to its amazing
fecundity, the breed would long ere now have
become extinct. a

¢¢ In order to cnable this innocent and delicate
creature to perceive the most distant approaches
of danger, nature has provided it with very long
ears, which, like tubes, convey remote sounds;
and with prominent eyes, which receive the
rays of light on every side. It is also endowed
with extraordinary swiftness, and, from its hind
legs being longer than the fore, has the peculiar
advantage of an ability to run up ascents, wilh
~ more facility than any of its pursuers. Every

species of dog hunts it by instinct, while the cat

and the weasel tribe exercise all their arts to en-

snare it ; but its most inveterate and destructive

enemy is man, who leagues with dogs, or em-=

ploys the murderous gun to thin its numbers,

often more for needless pastime_than for the
- value of the spoil.
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¢¢The hare breeds when very young, continues
pregnant thirty days, ‘and generally produces
three or four, several times every season. In
about twenty days, the young are able to pro-
vide for themselves. The aliment of this animal
is wholly vegetable; and no kind, even the
bark of trees, comes amiss to it. They seldom
live ‘more than seven or eight years, evea should
they escape the multiplied dangers to which: they
are so exposed. - They pass a life of solitude and
silence, except during coupling time ; and are
capable, in some degree of domestication : in
which state they become fond and caressing ;
but their attachment to any particular person is
extremely weak , and they are sure to watch and
lay hold of the first opportunity to regain their
native liberty and independence.

¢¢ The influence of climate is very perceptlb!e
on these animals. In the northern countries
they assume a white colour in winter, and as-
semble in large troops. The hares found in
warmer latitudes are smaller than those of Bri-
tain, and have a thinner fur. They are gene-
rally diffused over every climate, from the hy-
perborean regions ta the line, from the line to-
wards the southern pole.

The fur of hares is an article of consxderab]e
\mportar}ce in the hat manufactory. Their
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flesh is reckoned very delicate eating among some
nations, although; from superstition or other
motives, it is detested among others. The
ancient Britons, the Jews, and Mahometans,
have considered it as unclean ; so difficult is it
to establish the criterion even of sensual taste!
‘W hat mgnkihd at one time, call beautiful,
fragrant;> or savory, at another period, or in
another country, is regarded as deformed, dis-
gusting, and nauseous. My Adelina, repeat
Dryden’s verses on the hare.”

¢ So have I seen some fearful hare mamtam
A course, till tird before the dog she lay;
‘Who, stretch’d behind her, pants upon the plam;
Past power to Kill, as she to get away:
With his loll'd tongue he faintly licks his prey ;
His warm breath blows her fur up as she lies ;
She trembling creeps upon the ground away; 5
And looks back on him with beseeching eyes.”

“F e iEhe great similarity between the rabbit
and the hare, leaves but little to be said by the
natural historian, or the moralist, in its descrip=
tion. Their figure, food, and natural proper-
ties, are nearly the same. The hare seeks its

. safety by flight, while the rabbit runs to its sub-

terraneous burrow, which Nature has taught her
to make, with an ingenuity not to be- excelled
by the most experienced miner. The fruitfuls
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Dover, when in the height of its prosperity,
_had twenty wards, of which each furnished ‘a
ship of war, and maintained it forty days at
“its own expence ; in consideration -of which,
each ward had a licensed packet-boat. Accord-
ing fo the town records, the fare was thus set-
tled, in the reign of Richard II. for a sm«rle'
person in summer sixpence, in winter one shil-
ling ; for a horse in summer, one shilling and
sixpence, and in winter two shillings. ~Several
families have had the title of earl from this town,
which once gave that of duke, to the Duke of
: Queensberry. The Roman Watling- stréet, com-
ing straight from  Canterbury, over Barham-
down, enters this place at Biggin-gate. There
are ‘here some remains of a priory built in 1130,
which is now a farm-house; and that which
was the Knights Templars’ house, ever against
it, is made a store-house. The piets which
form the haven are costly great works, and above
is a fort with four bastions. The broad beach
whish lies at the mouth of it, and was the har-
bour in Cesar’s time, is very delightful, as the
sight of the bottom from the adjacent cliff is
. dreadful.
Of the public buildings in Dover the follow-
ing are the principal. The Ficiualling Office,
which was anciently the hospital of the Maison
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Dieu: Ttis the only place of the kind between
Portsmouth and Sheerness’; hence all ships be-
longing to the navy, and lying in the Downs; re-
ceive their provision. The Town-hall stands

in the Market-place, and is rather antique in its

appearance ; here are some good portraits, fo-

gether with a fine print, representing the em-

barkation of Henry VIII. at- Dover, May 31,
1521, preparatory to his interview with Fran-

cis I. The Theatre, in Snaregate-street, answers

also the purpose of an assembly-rocm.' The

Apéllo and the Albion libraries both con-

tain an ample collection of books, and the Lon-
don papers are taken in for the use of the

subscribers.

At thesouth end of the town are the remains

of an hospital founded by Hubert de Burgh

Earl of Kent. On the pier, built in 1539, King

Henry VIII. expended eighty thousand pounds,

for making a bulwark, which from Arcliff ran

far out into the sea to the eastward.

We ascended to the castle, with some little
fatigue ; but were well rewarded by the extensive
view that it commands, It is said to have been
begun by Julius Ceesar, and finished by Clau-,
dius fifty years before Christ, the tower forty-.
seven years before Christ. This castle has
venerable appearance, and, situated on an ex-



tremity of the stupendous cliffs which form the-
eastern barrier to Dover town and harbour,
looks down with more than ordinary grandeur
upon the surrounding country, Instead of at-
tempting to describe these cliffs, I shall recall to
your remembrance those beautiful lines of Shake-
spear in his tragedy of King Lear :
¢ There is a cliff, whose high and benai}g head
Looks fearfully on the confined deep——
-——How fearful
And dizzy tis, to cast one’s eyes so low!

The crows and choughs that wing the midway air-
Show scarce so gross as beetles.  Half way down .
‘ Héngs one that gathers samphire : dreadful trade!
Methinks he seems no bigger than'his head.
. The fishermen that wallk upon the beach
Appear like nice ; and yon tall anchoring bark
Diminished to her boat 5 her boat, a buoy,
Almost too small for sight. The murmuring surge,
. Thaton the unnumber'd idle pebbles chafes,
Cannot be heard so high. - I'll look no more,
Lest my brain turn, and the deficient sight
Topple down headlong.” %

Dover-castle is so large as to cover thirty-five
acres of ground. There has been a fortification
on this spot, ever since the Romans possessed the
island, and it was in great repute among the
Saxon kings: it was thought a very important

fobject by William the Norman ; who made
Harold swear to deliver him up this castle: and

X 2 .
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rock, on which the castle is built, has been
perforated in various directions; and in these -

~ subterranean caverns used to be several soldiers
who did not like their habitation. After passing
through these dreary dismal excavations, we at
last, all on a sudden, came to a kind of gallery,
cut in the side of the liff, where we looked down
‘on the ocean with terror and trembling. Passing
on roand the castle, cannons, mortars, and other
horrible implements of destruction, caught our
eyes and impressed our hearts with terror. At
Jast we came round to the spot whence we first
set out, heartily glad and thankful that it was
not our abode. i t

It was from this castle that"Mr. Blanchard,
accompanied by Dr. Jefferies, Jan. 7, 1785,
went to the forest of Guiennes, near Calais, in
an air-balloon, in about two hours. :

“In consequence of this aérial voyage, the late
King of France presented Mr. Blanchard with
12,000 livres,  and granted him a pension of
1,200 livres a year.

Leaving the castle, we descended to Dover.
Under the cliff, near the castle, we stood some
time contemplating the cottage belonging t0 the
father of Sir Sydney Smith, situated close to the
resounding »waves of the ocean. The .cottage

; ‘has a singular appearance, having apparently
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for its roof the inverted hulk of a vessel. As
we walked along the beach, we gathe’red some
beautiful marine plants and mosses, curious.
shells and’ fossils, which are plentiful on the
shore. Mr. A- desiring me to recapitulate
the many historical events which had happened
at this place, T began with the Britons, who
had long remained in a rude independent state,
‘when Casar, having over-run Gaul with his
victories, and willing to extend his fame, deter-
mined upon the conquest of a country that seemed
to promise an easy triumph. When the troops
destined for the expedition were embarked, he
set sail for Britain about midnight, and the
next morning arrived on the coast near Dover,
where he saw the rocks and cliffs covered with
armed men to oppose his landing. '
Charles I1. arrived at Dover from his exile.
He was met there by General Monk, May 26,
“1660. The engraving, representing the landing
of Charles on this beach, is extremely pic-
turesque. ‘
Mr. A desiring me to give him a short
account of Charles II. I did so in these words :
¢¢ Charles II. King of England, eldest son
of Charles I. was bornin 1630. When his fa-
ther was executed, he was at the Hague, where
he met with a generous reception from the
et T
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day, Churchill became his attendant and cham-
pion; for which he was caricatured by Hogarth,
and in return fired an epistle against the painter,
whieh, it is said, broke his heart. He died at -
Boulogne, whither he had gone on a visit to
Mr. Wilkes.”? ‘ ;
2 IVERL A told us, that Phﬂip Yorke, Earl
of Hardwicke, a great English lawyer, was born :
at Dover in 1690, In 1718 he was elected in-
to parliament for Lewes in Sussex, -and in 1720
was appointed solicitor general. In 1723, he
was made attorney general, which office he dis-
charged with great candour and lehity. In 1733
he was appointed lord chief justice of the King’s
Bench, and created a peer. On the decease of
lord Talbot, in 1736, he was called to the
office of lord chancellor, which he held twenty
years. In 1754 he was created Earl of Hard-
wicke. His lordship died in 1764. Tn all his
offices, particularly the last, Lord Hardwicke
distinguiéhed himself in such a manner as to ac-
quire the esteem of all parties and the venera-
tion of posterity.”” -
¢ White Kennet also, an English prelate,
was born at Dover in 1660, and educated at St.
Edmund hall, Oxford, where he distingl_lished'
himself by his abilities, and published several
pieces, In 1684, he took bis degree of M. A.
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each other, are the two-most easterly in Kent;

the coast between them is‘sheltered‘by them on
the south and north, and by a bank of sand,
running parallel to the shore for three leagues

together, .agd at the distance of a league and a

half from it, called Godwin Sands, on the east.
Thus the South Foreland, North, “Foreland,

Godwin Sands, and the coast, form & tolerable

good road for ships, which is called the Downs,

and which would otherwise be very dangerous 3

for the Godwin Sands, which are dry at low

water, break all the force of the sea on the east,

south; and south-west. :

Mr. A told us, that Dec. 16, 1657, Sir
John Reynolds, with the whole ship’s company,
was cast away upon the Godwin Sands, as he
was coming from Holland to England. And
thatin the great storm 1703, the Stirling Castle,
Restoranon, Northumberland, and Mary, with
vice admiral Beaunront, and 1,100 sea-men,
~ perished., . The origin of thesesands lies in ob-
: scurity. % :

Mr. A had sent a servant with a note to
Mr. Manley, to signify that our arrival at the
Cottage would be about nine o’clock in the
evening ; it is exactly a mile from Dover. As
we came hither, T begged Mr. A—— to inform
us, why the towns on this coast were called the

. =
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Cinque-ports. He told us that this phrase is-
derived from quinque portus, five havens,
-which lie over against France; and were thus
called by way of eminence, on account of their
superior importance. Our kings have thought
them worthy a particular regard ; and, the better
to secure them against invasions, have gfanted :
them a peculiar form of government. They
are governed by a keeper, who has the title of
Lord Warden of the Cinque-ports. They had a
particular jurisdiction granted them by King
John, and several other privileges, which have
been confirmed by most of their successors !
Their Warden, who was first appointed by
William the Conqueror, has the authority of an
admiral among them, and issues out writs in
his own name. The five original Cinque-ports,
are Dover, Rumney, and Sandwich in Kent;
and Winchelsea, and Rye, market-towns of ;
Sussex ; and to these five original ports, there
were afterwards added Hastings and Seaford, two
other market-towns of ‘Sussex ; and Hythe in
Kent. When the service which was required
of the Cinque-ports toward their preservation
became too burdensome, each was allowed @
certain number of other towns in its neighbour=
~ hood, as auxiliaries, that they might bear-a part
in this public charge, The Cinque-ports claim
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the house ; and they have concerts once or twice
a week: they both speak French and Italian
fluently, having travelled into those countries,
They have resided at this cottage every summer
since they were married, except the two first
years, when they were in France and Italy, As

| we are to stay four or five months, if the French
do not force us away, Mr. A intends that
we shall devote a great deal of our time to im-
provement. You will not therefore expect me
to write oftener than once a fortmght, as it w111
interrupt my studies.

I have received: your kind  letter, which has
filled my anxious heart with joy, to hear that
you, my dear and worthy parents, &c. are all
in good health, I must hasten to conclude, it
being late. We are to call upon Madame Jerome
Bonaparte to-morrow, as we go through Dover,
to the seat of Sll‘ Thomas Fnendlv, where we
are to dine.

Madame Jerome Bonaparte landed a few days
ago at Dover ; she came from Baltimore, in the
American ship Erin, with her husband to Lisbon’;
where they anticipated a most flattering reception

“from the Portugese government. The latter,
however, refused to afford protection to the wife
of Jerome. Greatly disappointed, the Erin set.
sai] for the Texel ; but the cruel spirit of Napo-
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conducted her from the ship to her carriage; but |

the pressure of the crowd, anxious to catch a

glimpse of her, was so great, that it was with

difficulty be could make a passage throughrit.
- I did not close my letter Jast night, that I
might give you a more particular account of Mr.
and Mrs. Manley, than I could do after so short
an interview with them ; and the events of this
day furnish me with so many subjects, that I

must take another sheet of paper; and first [

shall make you better acquainted with this ele-

gant couple; for distingﬁished merit, like theirs, |

claims approbation and applause, Their rank
. in life is high eﬁough to supply them liberally
with all that can be styled the blessings of life;
and yet not sufficiently elevated,” to nvolye them
in the pernicious and disgraceful habitudes, that
degrade too many who fill the first classes in so=
ciety. In summer they reside at their country:
seat, in which elegance and convenience unite;
their grounds are highly cultivated ; their gardens
are a botanical school ; agriculture also bears 2
share in-this beautiful arrangement, as'the whole
estate is a Ferme Ornee. Mr. Manley, as I said
before, is a man of science, and neglects 1O
.opportunity to adopt every plan that may prove
beneficial to society; his flocks and herds are of
the finest quality, his horses of the best breed,
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and regularly trained, and his carriages of the
most elegant and convenient construction.
With regard to Mrs. Manley, in those branches
which come immediately uhder her department,
every article approaches mearly to perfection.
Her aviary and poultry form' an assemblage of
the most rare and beautiful kinds of fowls and
birds; her shrubbery and green-house. abound"
with-the most curious plants, which she studies
with the most minule attention, and by the
most scientific rules. Her house displays the
purity of her taste, her furniture being in the
style of the most elegant simplicity, and many
of the decorations most worthy of applause, ex-
ecuted by her own hand. In the whole of this
rational system you perceive neither redundancy
nor defect; and the most striking harmony is
produced by judicious measures, effected by
moderate means of expence. Mr. and Mrs.
Manley’s method of living is hospitable and
liberal ; but, as it is uniform, kept within due
bounds of prudent ceconomy; by which mode
| they are enabled to perform many signal acts of
* charity, though their fortune is far from being
immense. They have a library well stored with
books, mathematical instruments of all Kinds,
globes, maps, and every thing that is curious
- aad ingenious. '
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€€ As soon as I alighted, inquiring where my
_child was, and being directed to the spot, T de-
sired to be left alone. As I drew near the hovel |
where I hoped to find my darling, my heart &
beat high, when I saw my little Letty with
blooming cheeks and innocent smiles climbing
the knees of honest Martha, and kissing her f
cheek. I could scarce restrain my sensations; §
but stopped a few moments, and heard the
following conversation Between that worthy old
couple. It seems Jonathan and Martha were
neighbours and playmates in their infancy ; their
friendship cemented in adversity, and gained
strength with™ their years. ¢ Martha,” said |
Jonathan, as he sat by the side of their little fire,
‘it is fifty years since I first remember thee:
thou wert then just such another child as this,
Dost not recollect when T used to bring thee
nuts? 1 do; and thatT also had the trouble to.
prepare them for thee.’ 5
1 do not remember so long back ; but 1§
cannot forget that thy kindness, Jonathan, has
Lelped me through many a ditch.in which I
might have sunk for whatamy other companions
cared ; but you talk of likeness, I  think this
child resembles you when a boy ; you had jus

such a look.’
« Well, dame,” said he, interru_péng hety
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< On' the moTrow eaﬂy, I returned to the
cottagers. - I shall soon leave you, said I, for
1 am impatient to gladden the sorrowing heart
of a mother, Take time to consider, whether
if you were to leave this spot, you'should regret |
the change, if an asylum were to offer more
commodious, 1 have several cottages on my
~ estate, themeanest of which is far preferable to
this. : -

¢ Do not, honoured sir,’ said Jonathany
¢ think T slight your bounty ; but it has ever
been my maxim to bring comfort honie as largely |
as possible ; but never to run the risk of losing |
the little T possess, by sceking it abroad. Here |
I have, with a faithful partner, laboured for an
existence these thirty years, and a roving dispo-
sition would ill befit sixty-one.”

“ Now, indeed Jonathan,” returned Martha, -
< I think thou art wrong, and wilt cause his
honour to be angry.’ :

¢ No, Martha,” replied Jonathan, ¢ his
honour is a clergyman, and too good a christian
to feel wrath against an Englishman for pre-

ferring his own country. - Here, though I la-
bour, I can eat heartily, sleep soundly, and
breathe with freedom: in a strange place, I
should be like unto the poor fish you so often

pity, out of my element, gasp, and perhaps die.’
d
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