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‘OU-and I, my good friend, have often delibe- 

\: xated.on the difficulty of writing fuch a dedi- - 

cation as might gratify the felf-complacency of a 

patron, without expofing the author to the ridicule 

or cenfure of the public ; and I think we generally 

agreed that the tafk was altogether impracticable. 

Indeed, this was one of the few fubjects on which 

we have always thought in the fame manner: for, 

~ notwithftanding that deference and regard which 

we mutually pay to each other, certain it is, we 

have often differed, according to the predominancy 

of thofe different paffions which frequently ‘warp 

the opinion and perplex the பப்பி of the . 

moft judicious. A“ 

In dedication, as.in ocr there is no reste: a8 

for, if any one of the human virtues be omitted 

in the enumeration of the patron’s good qualities, 

the whole addrefs is conftrued into an affront, and 

the writer has the mortification to find his praife 

proftituted to very little purpofe. 

On the other hand, fhowld he yield to the tranf- 

ports of gratitude or affection, which is always apt 

to exaggerate, and produce no more than the genu- 

_ine effufions of his heart, the world will make no 

_ allowance for the warmth of his paffion, but afcribe 

_ the praife he beftows to interefted views and fordid 
adulation. aes Sometimes ~  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 







 



 





 





 





 













 





 





 



 



 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 



 



 





 



 



fo. «COUNT FATHOM. . 
a fmall variation, which he thought neceflary 
ftimulate the young lady in his behalf. He righ 
‘concluded, that the was by no means miftrefs ¢ 
fuch a confiderable fum as he had already extorte 
from her mother; and therefore thought proper to 

-reprefent himfelf in the mofsurgent predicament, 
ட் apprehention on his account might be 

‘med, as to engage her in fome enterprize | 
his adyantage, which otherwife fhe would never 
have dreamed of undertaking. With this view, 

r having deferibed his own calamitous fituation, 
_in confequence of her preffing entreaties, whichhe | 
_affected to evade, he gave her to underftand, that 
there was no perfon upon earth to whom he would 
have recourfe in thisemergency; for which re 
he was determined to rid himfelf of all his c 
oe upon .the friendly point of his own f 
fword, Mo. 5 

Such a dreadful refolution could not fail to 
te upon the tender paifions of his dulcinea; 

tly feized. with an oe of fear and di 
diffe her grief manifefte lf in a flood 

1 hile fhe hung round his neck, conjuri 
inthe moft melting terms, by their mutual | 
ich they had been fo happy, to lay afide 
determination, which would infallibly invol 

he fame fate; for, the took Heaven to wi 
nefs, that fhe would not one moment furvive the 
knowledge of hisdeath.> ச 

He was not deficient in expreflions of reciproc 
regard: he extolled her love and tendernefs witha’ 
-moft extravagant eulogium, and feemed wrung” 
with mortal anguifh at the profpeét of parting 
ever from his lovely Wilhelmina; but his ho 
wasa ftern and rigid creditor, that could not bea 
peafed, except with his blood; and all the boon fhe) 
could obtain, by dint of the moft woeful fupplica= | 
tion, was a promife to defer the execution of his} 
baleful purpofe for the fpace of four-and-twenty) 
hours, during’ which, fhe hoped Heaven would 
a 4 = : compaffionate  



 



52. COUNT FATHOM. Pa தது 
the fovereign of my heart, nor even indulge you. 
with another interview, if you reject this mark 
tenderne{s and concern from your ever faithful _ 

§ Wilhelmina. 

The heart of our adventurer began to bow 
with joy, when he furveyed the contents of th 
letter; and his-eyes {parkled with tranfportat fig 
of the chain, which he immediately perceived’ 
be worth twice the fum the had mentioned. Neve 
thelefs, he would not avail himfelf without farther] 
queftion of her generofity; but, that fame ni 
repairing to her apartment at the ufual hour 
meeting, he -proftrated himfelf before her, 
counterfeiting extreme agitation of fpirit, begge 
in the moft urgent terms, not even wnaccomp. 
with tears, that fhe would take back the pre 
which he tendered for her acceptance; and f 
him the moftinfufferable mortification of thial 
himfelf expofed to the imputation of being mer 
nary in his love. Such, fe faid, was the delice 
of his paffion, that he could not poffibly exiftund 
the apprehenfion of incurring a cenfure fo unwo 
thy of his fentiments; and he would a thoufa 
times fooner undergo the perfecution of his ra 
rous creditor, than bear the thought of being 
the fmalleft confideration leffened in her efteem 
nay, fo far did he carry his pretenfions to pur 
as to proteit, that fhould fhe refufe to quiet 
fcruples of his honour, on this fcore, her unyi 
ing beneficence would ferve-only to haften the exes 
cution of his determined. purpofe, to withdraw, 
himfelf at once from a life of vanity and misfor 
tune. The more pathetically he pleaded for 
compliance, the more {tréenuoufly did fhe refilt 
remonftrances. She advanced all the arguments] 
her reafon, love, and terror, could fuggelt; 1, 
minded him of her oath, from which hee 
fuppofe the would recede, whatever the confe 
might be; and, in conclufion, vowed to H  
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36 ca | COUNT FATHOM. து 
qualms as effectually f{poiled his appetite, and] 

* dered his digeftion. Soe 
_ He revolved within himfelf the circumftances of 
his difafter, and, in canvafling all the probable | 
means by which the chain could be ftolen, ¢ 
cluded that the deed muft have been done by f 
perfon in the family, who, in confequence of 1 
ing accefs to his daughter’s chamber, had either} 
found the drawer left open by her careleffnefs an 
neglect, or found means to obtain a falfe Ke 
fome waxen impreffion: for the locks of the: 
tore were fafe and uninjured. His fufpicion b 
thus confined within his own houfe, fometi 
pitched upon his workmen, and fometimes upo 
his wife, who, he thought, was the more 11] 
practife fuch fineffe, as fhe confidered Wilhe 
in the light of a daughter-in-law, whofe 
interfered with her own, and who had of 
rangued to him in private.on the folly of leay 
this very chain in the young lady’s polfeffion. 4 

The more he confidered this fubject, he though 
he faw the more reafon to attribute the damage 
had fuftained to the machinations of his {po 
who, he did not doubt, was difpofed to feather 
own neft, at the expence of himand his heirs, ; 
who, with the *fame honeit intention, had alre 
fecreted, for her private ule, thofe inconfidera 
jewels which of late had at different times D 
“nufling. Aroufed by thefe fentiments, he refol 

to retaliate her own fchemes, by. contriving mean, 
to vifit her cabinet in fecret, and, if poifible, t 

rob the robber of the fpoils the had gathered to 
prejudice, without coming to any explanation 
which might end in domeftic turmoils and eterné 

- difquet. ட் hee ; 
While the hufband exercifed his reflection in 8 

manner, his innocent mate did not allow the powé 

of her imagination to reft in idlenefs and floth. 
obfervations touching the lofs of the chain welt) 
fiich as a fufpicious woman, biafled by hatred am) 

ents | 
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95 COUNT FATHOM, __ 
pinefs in being deprived of thofe meetings whic 
‘conttituted the chief joy of her life,.and entreaj 
ing him to contrive fome means of renewing 
delicious commerce in an unfufpeéted place. ‘This | 
intimation fhe propofed to convey privately into the | 
hand of her lover, during his next vifit to the fa. 
mily; but both were fo narrowly eyed by the mo 
ther, that fhe found the execution of her defi 
impracticable; and, next forenoon, on pretenc 
going to church, repaired to the houfe of a com 
nion, who, being alfo her confidante, undertook 
deliver the billet with her own hand. 

_ The fhe dragon employed by her mother, in 
dience to the fign which was difplayed from 
window, immediately put on her veil, and fol. 
lowed Wilhelmina at a diftance, until fhe faw he 
fairly houfed: {fhe would not even then ret 
from her excurfion, but hovered about in figh 
the door, with a view of making further obferva- 

tions. In lefs than five minutes after the young 
lady difappeared, the fcout perceived her coming | 
out, accompanied by her comrade, from whom fhe 
inftantly parted, and bent her way towards th 
church in good earneft, while the other fteered 
courfe in another direétion. The duenna, aftera 
moment's fufpence and confideration, divined the | true caufe of this fhort vifit, and refolved to wate 
the motions of the confidante, whom fhe traced to 
_the academy in which our hero lodged, and from | 
which fhe faw her return, after the fuppofed mel. 

-fage was delivered. ம் ் a 
Fraught with this intelligence, the rancorons | 

underitrapper hied her home to.the jeweller’s wile, ம் 
and made a faithful recital. of what fhe had (80... 
communicating at the fame time her own conjec- | 

_ tires on the fubjeét. Her employer was equally | 
aftonithed and incenfed at this information: fhe 
was feized with all that phrenzy which takes pof- — 
feMion of a flighted woman, when fhe finds herfelf 

‘Supplanted by a detefted rival; and, inthe firft 
கட்ட ன் tranfporté  



 



 



 



 



 



 



ae “COUNT FATHOM. 99. 
whichthe German would be convinced of his daugh- 

ter’s backfliding ; but this meafure, he rightly fup- 
‘pofed, the wife would not venture to take, left the. 
-hufband, inftead of taking her advice touching the 
young lady, fhould feek to compromife the affair, 

fering her in marriage to her debaucher, a 
r, which, if accepted, would overwhelm the 

ér with vexation and defpair. He therefore 
- to truft to the effects of lenient time, which 

ie hoped would gradually weaken the refentment of 
s Penthefilea, and diffolve his connection with the 

er parts of the family, from which he longed to 
totally detached. . 

'_-How well foever he might have fucceeded in his 
ttempts to fhake off the yoke of the mother, who 
rher fituation in life was reftrained from profe- 

uting thofe meafures her refentment had planned 
againit his fortitude and indifference, he would have 
ound greater difficulty than he had forefeen, in dif- 
ngaging himfelf from the daughter, whofe affec- 

“tions he had won under the moft folemn profeflions 
of honour and fidelity, and who, now fhe was de- 

barred of his company and converfation, and in 
danger of lofing him for ever, had actually taken 

_the refolution of difclofing the amour to her father, © 

| that he might interpofe in behalf of her peace and 
reputation, and fecure her happinefs by the fanc- 
jonof the church. ~ | 

‘7 3 i AP. னாரா. 
Our Hera departs from Vienna, and quits the Domain of 
ச் Venus for the rough Field of Mars. ; 

P LUCKILY for our adventurer, before he adhered 

| “1 to this determination, the young Count de Mel- 
vil was f{ummoned to Prefburg by his father, who 

defired to fee him, before he fhould take the field, ~ 
in confequence of a rupture between the emperor 
and the French king; and Fathom of courfe quitted 
Vienna, in order to attend his patron, after he and 

ட த ட ~~ Renalde  



 



ச 
] COUNT FATHOM. 104 

_ under the fame roof, without paying inceffant ho- 
mage to thisartful waiting-woman, and yielding the 

» mot abject fubmiffion to her will. ் 

| | The young gentlemen having tarried at Prefburg 
' about fix weeks, during which a fmall field equi- 

page was prepared for Renaldo, they repaired to the 

camp at Heilbron, under the aufpices of Count 

Melvil, in whofe regiment they carried arms as vo~- 

lunteers, with a view to merit promotion in the fer- . 

_ vice by their own perfonal behaviour. Our adven- 
turer would have willingly difpenfed with this oc- 
cafion of fignalizing himfelf, his talents being much 
‘better adapted to another {phere of life ; neverthe- 

lefs, he affected uncommon alacrity at the profpect 

f gathering laurels in the field, and fub{cribed te 
fortune with a good grace; forefeeing, that even 

a campaign, a man of his art and ingenuity might 
nd means to cenfult his corporeal fafety, without 

» any danger to his reputation. Accordingly, before 
he had lived full three weeks in camp, the damp fi- 

F tuation, and fudden change in his way of life, had 

- fuch a violent effect upon his conftitution, that he 

"was deprived of the ufe of all his limbs, and mourn- 

ed, without ceafing, his hard fate, by which he 

found himfelf precluded from all opportunity of — 

exerting his diligence, courage, and activity, inthe 
haraster of a foldier, to which he now afpired. 

~ Renaldo, who was atually enamoured of a mar- 

jal life, and miffed no occafion of diftinguifhing him- 
elf, confoled his companion with great cordiality, 

“encouraged him with the hope of feeing his conftitu- ~ 
tion familiarized to the inconveniencies of a camp, 

| and accommodated him with every thing which he 
thought would alleviate the pain of his body, as- 

well as the anxiety of his mind. The old count, 

who fincerely fympathized with his affliction, would 
have perfuaded-him to retire into quarters, where ~ 

he could be carefully nurfed, and provided with 

‘every thing neceffary to a perfon in his condition ; 

but fuch was his defire of glory, that he refifted his 

; இ: patrons  



 





 



 



MOO a COUNT FATHOM. - | 

before they adhered to the refolution of 1 
their efcape from the army, after it fhould h 
ken the field ‘in the fpring; becaufe, in th 

they would shave frequent opportunities of ; 
‘abroad on foraging parties, and, during one 
-excurfions, might retire in fuch a manner 
fuade their companions that they had faller 
‘enemy’s hands. _ Wee ae 

« Agreeable to this determination, the camp 1 
no fooner formed in Alface, than our affociates | 
gan to make preparations for their march, and 
already taken all the previous meafures for tl 
departure, when an accident happened, which 
hero did not fail to convert to his own advan! 
this was no other than the defertion of Ren 
valet, who, in confequence of a gentle chaftif 
which he had richly merited, thought proper to: 

appear, after having plundered his mafter’s 
manteau, which he had forced open for the pur 
Ferdinand, who was the firft perfon that difco' 
the theft, immediately comprehended the whole: 
ந; , and taking-it for granted that the del 

would never return, refolved to. finifi what | 
had imperfectly performed, Se 

favoured with the unreferved confide 
1g count, he inftantly had recourfe to 

u, the locks of which He found means to b 
and examining a ‘private drawer, cont! 

rf to conceal Renaldo’s jewels and 
11 {ter of the contents without h 

hen cutting open his cloak-bag, and ftre 
t with his linen and cloaths, began to” 

e his voice, and produce fuch a-clamour as | 
alarmed the whole neighbourhood, and brought | 
great many officers inté the tent. Se 9பத்த 
__He, on this, as on all other occafions, performed — 
his cue to a miracle, exprefling confufion and com-_ 
cern fo naturally in his geftures and exclamation 
that no man toute poflibly fufpeét his fincerity ; nays | 
to fuch a degree of fineffe aid his cunning ane ]  



 



 



 



 





 





 



 



 



 



 









 





 









 





 





 











 



 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 







 



 









 





 









 



 







 











 



 









 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



COUNT FATHOM. ~ 839 ° 
a perfon of honour and good moralgy; but 

hat you are convicted of fuch a flagrant vio« 
of the laws of that kingdom wheré you have 
treated with fuch hofpitality and refpect, I 

ink myfelf fully abfolved from any fitch condi 
ynal promife, which indeed is never interpreted 
o any other than a bare compliment. Iam forry 
have involved your charatter and fortune in 

duch a difagreeable affair, and-am, 
ம் “Sit; YOUrS., 5 

3 டல் ' ‘Trompington.’” _ 

Ferdinand was not fuch a novice in the v »rld, as 
to be difappointed at thefe repulfes, efpeciaily ash > 

"had laid very little ftrefsupon the application, whic | 
' was made by wav of an experiment upon the grati- 
ltudeorcap  f thofe two noblemen, whom he 
“had a@tually ~vre than once obliged with the fame 

fort of affiltarce which he noW folicited, though 
"not to fuch a confiderable amount. 

Having nothing farther to expect from the fa- 
' fhionable world, he fent the Tyroleze to the per- 

- fon who had been bail for his appearance, with full 
| anftruétions to explain his prefent occafion in the 

oft favourable light, and defire he would reinforce 
e credit of the count with his fecurity ; but that 
டப though he placed the moft perfeét con- 
fidence in the honour of our hero, and would have 
willingly entered into bonds again for his perfonal 
appearance, was not quite fo well fatisfied of his 

' Circumftances, as.to become liable for the payment 
| of two thoufand pounds, an expence which, in his 
"Opinion, the finances of no foreign count were able 

defray. He therefore lent.a deaf ear to the moft 
prefling remontftrances of the ambaflador, who had 

ecourle to feveral other merchants with the fame 
ad fuccefs; fo that the prifoner, defpairing of 

bail, endeavoured to perfuade Ratchkali, that it 
ould be his intereft to contribute a thoufand 

nds towards his difcharge, that he might be 
enabled 

*  



 


