
 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 





 



ment - was neceflitated to meet wit dar. ட்‌ 

    

ing ‘that period? eG 

  

se ie that plunges. a ட. in உ 

heart, performs an abt of kindnefs, ட்‌ |    
pared with the other, ‘by | ina 

moment of that exiftence which oa | 

a torture under the circumttances i in which 

T labour. oe ee : a ih 

ee And he that ர. the perfor 

of my wife, renders her loathfome to me; a 

and thereby enables me to bear her. 1௦% 

with greater fortitude. Bae ae 

It therefore, it is a crime to eftrange 

the. affeGtions ofa wife, how much great- 

er muft that crime be, when exercifed by 

parents whofe duty itis to ‘inculcate. af 2 

feGtion? And how much greater 0111. ப 

it be, when they take advantage of the 

hufband’ 8 misfortunes to put fuch a at 

fign i in வ ம”



 



 



 







 



 



 



 



 





 



ட tion : ‘you, 1 pera ave ee oe 

gant and. profligate 5 or have been ப்பு : 

‘to drinking orgs 6 
oe No, nol” refumed Somers: $ « Ty was. 

frugal to the confifcation of a fhilling. : 
ec Drunkennefs I abhors and as to gam- : 

‘ing, Ineyer ventured a guinea of my own. 
| Property, orsthat of another’ s, in the ex- 
212 விர ‘My bittereft enemy cannot 
ர accufe. me of prattifing either of them.” ” 
os ‘Thave heard your recital, Me rcjoined 
Sir Charles, a with: ‘horror : you have 
been infat nC ily. abufed, and tréated with 

a degree. of y ‘that ட்டே difgrace 
upon the authors. Php day of retribution 
will come, when this muit be tetorted on 
themfelyes. Ta the mean time, let me 

advife yout to pier thofe ‘portraits, burn: 

்‌ : # =) the 
eae ees  



 



 





 



 



 



ஈர ஐபி] ferioufly confider of your ad! 
vice,” returned Somers, s and fhall ர 

probably put it: ain: prattice ; $ ‘yet in any 

: affair of this nature, which {o material ம 

‘concerns my future happinefs, permit me’ 

_a few days to determine on it,” - ்‌ 

« Granted,” replied Sir Charles; “ bat 

af you then fhould waver in. your. tefolu-. 

tion, t politively. will ‘go. without yout 

“-veritten order, declare I have a verbal one,” 

_and infift on her accompanying me. You! 

thall not thus become a prey to forrow, | 

while it lays i in your own power ‘to ப 

ate it. It muft-be allowed you are won 

derfully kind, in facrificing your peace of 

- mind, and perhaps fhortening your life, in 

்‌ order to. tender happy the bittereft ene 

mies both you and Mrs. Somers haye in 

exiftance—the Sternholds.”. oe 

பகர டட it? ‘rejoined Somers, and am 

e த... ee  



 



 



 



க. 

againtt him, and-ftrongly infitted, from his 

obfervation and fome hints which had 

been ape by the meffenger from Lon- 

don, as Tikewife ‘by Theodore, that he 

could prove himfelf upon an equality 

with his daughter. This ‘produced a 

‘long argument between Somers and Sir 

Charles, which I fhall leave them to de- 

‘cide, while I attend to Augufta. 

< She left her father’s, attended by her 

feryant Ellen, on the preceding morning, 

and travelled poft till the reached a {mall 

town, called Maidenhead, about twenty: 

fix miles from London, on De Bath 

road. ்‌ ்‌ 

At this place ட. டப fleép- 

ing, not thinking it fafe to purfue her 

journey further that day, as the evening 

would approach before the could. reach 

town. 

' They  





ட்‌ ட Was வன்ன with, “and 

‘the: ‘party left ther room. ee 4 

No fooner did Ellen j perceive ‘them, thn 

ட ran’ to Augutia in n great agitation. oA 

ue ‘My dear’ டட ட்ட the, ப்‌ com 

“pofe yourfelf T am fure what 9 have. 1 

tell j you ‘will require ‘all your fortitude! ம்‌ 

eae Good. Heaven ! !¥ cried | ae 

ss eee has happened? or what have you 

    

  
    

   

     

sto relate ? படிவ not Keep me in. ue 

but let me know this inftant.”. . 

ரா. feen Mr. Theodore,” nll 

Ellen; 38 he is now in the houfe. ட்‌ 

© You furprife 1 me,’ returned Auguils 

“while her face vied with the damatk role: 

“how unhappy havelmade myfelf hres sh 

my idle fears for his fafety! ட்‌ ஜி 

0௦ you think he faw us. arrive!" 

continued fhe, € 1 am in fo much” ag 
ர சக்‌ ee es ‘ation 

a ee



“tation, 1 know not. outing to ae ர mut 

fee him ; but. pethaps he will, leave ‘the 

“houfe without giving me an » opportunity 

of fpeaking with him.” = Ee ae 

6 That I ain confident. he would do,” 

‘rejoined Ellen, ம. if he knew you. were 

h@e. He would be afhamed to look you 

in ‘the: faces Believe, me, madam, ‘Theo: 

dore i isa villain ee cs 

«A villain |” cried. Augutta. « Are’ 
you. aware. how, you wound my feelings, 

by coupling “the name. of villain and 

Theodore together? You have heard the ்‌ 

malicious reports raifed againft him by 

| Sir. Thomas concerning Clariffa 5 but I 

* thought I affured you there was no foun- 

- dation for it. Theodore i is far too. ‘worthy | 

to, be guilty of fuch a practice 1 and Cja- 

ப்ரத Tam confident, would {corn it,” 

ae my dear madam,” : replied Ellen, * 

oe Ee a you -



oh 
oe you mae a S ‘eae with me j— 
he is certainly a villain: and aS to Cla 

riffa, ‘the is no better than fhe fhould be. | 

: They’ are both together i in ‘the houfe :—I 

- this minute beheld them, and the fervant 

“informed me they came here together i in 

a returned chaife.” ம்‌ த 

. 1100 did the colour forfake the face of 
: Augutta ; fhe had power only to exclaim, 

7 “es Is it poflible ! ! and funk upon a chair, 

“« Do, madam, cried Ellen, ய்‌ endea- 

your to fupport yourfelf.. Confider, if 

thofe infamous wretches were to fee you, 

how they would triumphi in yout weaknels.” 

Vee Ellen,” rejoined Augufta, 1 | 
will fupport myfelf; they fhall not ப்பட 

my folly. Could T have’ thought that 

  
‘Theodore was fo bafe Ihe. that appear- 

ed all goodnefs! Rae: has he’ ne | 

{ 

  
me!" (ae 

2. ஏ
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‘Here Augutta, who could no Jonger 

fuftain her feelings, burft into tears. 

« My dear lady,” refumed Ellen, “ig 

this fupporting yourfelf ? Do call refent- 

"ment to your aid, and leave the houfe 

this inftant. Let me order a chaife, and. 

ave will go to London to-night. ys 

. 1 will take your advice,” faid Au- 

guita ; 3 but firft order pen, ink, and றை 

‘per, to be brought.’ ட்‌ ்‌ 

Ellen obeyed, and the fervant attended 

with it, 

Augufta walked to the window to Wide 

her tears, while Ellen, who withed to fa- 

stisfy a natural curiofity, began a conver- 

fation with the fervant. : > 

“ That was a handfome young couple,” 

_ faid the, “ who left the room to agcom- 

eae my miftrefs ; I declare it was ra-— 
j D4 ்‌ : ther





௮ 

: bok: dao not appear to, ச்‌ in very bi 

்‌ fpirits.”. 

Ellen afked no farther questions, and 

therefore the maid left. the room. | ? 

_ Auguita, as foon. as fhe was gone, fat 

_down and wrote a few words; which fhe. 

folded up and wafered; then ringing for. 

the fervant,. informed her that. the had. 

changed her mind, and fhould | go. on. to 

Londop ; therefore defired a chaife and 

foug, உகம்‌. be: inant sat து as fhe. 

  

வல்‌ பம வி ட 

late.” ay ட 

ட onder» was obeyed s ani as he was 

ae வயில்‌ ன ப்‌ all மல்டி i ] 

and the would reward | them, as: the was 

fearful of - trayelling in the ¢ dark. ‘Then, 

turning to the maid who attended her to. 

the ஸ்ஸ்ஸ்‌, fhe gave her half-a-crown, and 
DR es defited |



" defired the would deliver the letter'to the 
young lady who left the room for her ac- 

“ commodation, னன்‌ 
No fooner’ was the chaife gone ‘from 

“the door, than the maid haftened to obey 
the order. : rae 

Clariffa received the letter in the pre- 
fence of Theodore. ““ Good. Heaven!” 

“faid- fie; ”*<"to Clariffa Lefley !—Who 
“could poflibly know where to find me ?” 
Then நவர டை ப fhe read as 

: follows: அட்டம்‌ ்‌ 

© MADAM, 

Te any arguments of mine could ftop 

« you in the career of vice, F fhould think! 

“© my time not thrown away in making 
“nfe of them ; but perhaps when [ in- 

* form you that the wickednefS of your 
. ‘condué- has ‘broken the heart, and put 

‘ ம்‌ ட : an {  





ம ்‌. மடு 2 GO. 

‘No fooner had he read it, than heb rung 
the bell, and demanded who had left it. | 

_ The maid alee him with the par 

titers Se eee We 

_ He defired a horfe ole கண்ர்‌ 
be got ready, declaring he would follow 

- the chaife ; but when he turned to {peak | 
with Clariffa, he found it: would be im- 

i pofible to leave her, the had fainted. . 

Every affiftance was procured, and | 
they fhortly reftored her to her fenfes, yet. 

nothing could reftore that peace of fone 
the letter had deftroyed, © vert 

“ Cruel epiftle! barbarous mifconcep- 
tion!” exclaimed Theodore 3 * did it fol. 
low, becaufe we were feen ineach other’s 

company, that I fhould have feduced you, 

and you, loft to all fenfe of virtue, fhould i 

“have | fubmitted to it? what part of ஊர 

conduct
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conduét has, given rife. to. this. fafpi- 

cion 2?” i 

se Talk. not oh தணலை ப ead: Cla 
- tifa, “ that can be done away by an expla- 

“nation; but what can reftore- my. loft 
friend? fhe who was more than a parent 

tome the who, took delight in inculcat- - 

ing every virtuous principle ; 3 what muft. 

have been her fufferings if the confider- - 

ed this ftep was with my confent? but 

‘tis. plain’ what fhe fuffered,. fince her 

death has been the confequence. Ah; 

my God! . what: hae not that man to ஹூ. 

fwer for who occafioned this?” 

_ Theodore endeavoured to fupport her | 

பவ and advifed her to bear her Jot 

with fortitude and refignation. 

While he was engaged: in this conver- 

fation, Freeman’s feryant who had been 

ordered _—  



ட்‌ ்‌ 

9 Hecke to follow Sir Thess ‘ad ‘who 
had arrived at the inn fearce a minute be | 

fore, paffed the door of the apartment, 
which accidentally was left. ieee sand 
difcovering Theodore, entered. | 

He expreffed his. pleafure on ரப 

him, alleging, that it was feared fome 
accident had happened to him. ge 

“ How happy,” அர்க்‌: நு ₹ will Mr. 

- Somers be, to hear you are fafe! and the 

_ news will be highly acceptable to my 

“mafter.” Then turning to a fervant who 
had followed him, “ Order mea horfe ~ 

direétly,” faid he; soit have nota moment 

to fpare.” 

Theodore ftood த him, Sune en- 

deayouring to recolle&t where he had 

feen him ; at length he remembered him 

at Sir Charles Freeman’s, but withing to 

Beas be 
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‘Be ட “« ‘You have the nage 

“oF ine faid'he! 0° ob 
« Tam fervant “to Mr. Freeman,” Te 

: plied the man. 

 Clariffa hearing the ‘name of Feather: 

mentioned, turned round haftily, and the 

“man immediately re¢olle€ting her, “ Blefs 
me!” faid he; எரி நளின, நா for- 

tunate am I to meet with you! my mafter 
19 diftra€ted on your account ; he has fent 

me in purfuit of you.” 

- Clariffa {creamed with terror. : 

_ Theodore ftarted forwards, and laying 
hold of the nan by his collar, drove him 

towards ‘the door; “ Get out of ' the 
ம்‌ 7008,” 07160 he; tell your mafter he 

"is a villain, that Mifs Lefley is now under 
my protection, and that T will forfeit my 
life before T’ll refign her.” 

The



he 3 
~The man- appeared oa but i in- 

ftantly obeyed; he knew not at firft how 
to account for this fingular conduét, till 

| recalling to his mind the fufpicion that 

had been raifed concerning Theodore 

having eloped with Clariffa, he conclud- 
ed it was the fat, and therefore made all 

poffible hafte to London, for the purpofe 

of acquainting his mafter. 
“When the man was gone, Clariffa 

pointed out: the neceflity there ‘was for . 

her immediately quitting the houfe, left 
Freeman fhould be informed by the man, — 

and come in purfuit of her. ae 

Theodore felt the force of this argu 
ment, and therefore ordering a chaife, 
fet off for London, where they conclud- © 

ed it would be heft to remain till. fome 

ae was க்‌ 

ட்‌ ப  





ட்‌ CHAP. IV. 

ee. வங்க one the கவ்லா 
் parties meeting at ‘the inn, as likewife 

the terror of Clarifa left the fhould fall 
into the hands of Mr, Freeman, will ap- 
pear. flrange, until the whole is. eluci- 

- dated. ட eich: : 

ol hall ‘therefore unfold ee -vatious 
*tranfa@tions, which will னை a @ Agi 

பள்‌ 6 100168... க 
For this purpofe I muft eet to she 

recolleGtion of my reader the cireum= 
ftance mentioned in the firkt yolume con- 

"cerning Clariffa ‘being in the poffeflion of 
Mrs. Gripe, and her refcue’ from that 

: பை by Freeman, in company ட So- 
“mets aad, Sir Charles. ட்‌ 

்‌ Mrs.  



Per: 

- Mrs. Gripe was a woman who perfeét- 

ly underftood’ the iniquitous bufinefs in 

which fhe was engaged. 

She had contemplated the beauty of 

Clariffa while in her poffefion as a wolt 

“would a elds that he intended to பே 

your, ne 

- She was eeraipeildd by imperious ne- 

ceffity to part from her; but the moment 

fhe had 1614 the door, fhe defired a man 

“fervant to follow Sir Charles’s carriage, 

which conveyed her, and bring home ine 

telligence where fhe refided. 

As the carriage did not travel faft, he 

, was able to keep it in fight; faw Clariffa 
"get out, and watched her till the aan 

the cottage, - 

He ‘then enquired off’ a hrefbanciaab if 

fhe lived there, and was anions a ¥ in the 
ர்‌. 

affirmative. 

After



66... ப 

- Afters which he returned with: the 

withed-for: intelligence to Mrs. Gripe, 

and was by her immediately difpatched 

to Sir Thomas Blandford, who, fhe knew, 

was: at that time in the country, as he 

had frequently been - to her. houfe fince 

his return. See 

Sir. Thomas’ no வன eed: a 

meflage than. he. waited, on. Mrs, Gripe, 

who informed. him of the. adventure, and 

gave fo luxurious a defcription of Clariffa, 

that he was anxious till he thould have 
an. opportunity of feeing her; and paid 

the neceflary. depofit to: Mrs. Greet in re- 

turn for the intelligence. 

Kt may appear ftrange that Sir Thomas 

fhould with to poffefs Clariffa, after he 

had {0 lately obtained, poffeffion: of So- 

phia Bridport, who, ftill retained: a large 

hare of his affe€tions, But Sophia had_ 
: become





ம ரி 

Hie hs beheld ப்‌ ட Gide 

ed that Mrs. Gripe’ 5 defeription fell far 

‘fhort of the original. ‘He had not ex 

petted to find fo many elegant accom 

2 plifhments, combined with, beset) in a 

cottage. eee 

Yet, beautiful and émplibed as fhe 

was, fhe ai not infpire him with a fenti- ய 

ment of pure affeétion ; 52 flrong defire to 

poffefs her was all he felt. ட 

116 looked forward to. the time whens 

he fhould have her within his power with — 

a degree of ecitacy, and refolved that no 

obftacle thould prevent him from pulling 

his defigns in pragtice. . 

Firm in this intent, he fent for twe 

men who he knew would undertake any 

thing, however ino, with the. hope 

“of gain. 

The  



The moft dificult point for him'to de- 
termine ‘was, to > what pie ue fhould re. 

move her. = 

“Hie had promifed Mrs. Gripe to convey 

Clarifa to her houfé; but when he re- 

colleéted it was from that place the was 

refcued, and when he heard the high. en- 

comiums beftowed on her at Sir Charles’ ட்‌ 

he concluded they weuld attempt to re-- 

“gain her, and, naturally fufpecting Mrs. 

Gripe, would again fearch her houfe த்‌. 
this. made him alter his intention, ட 

He feared fending her to the ‘place 

where Sophia Bridport was confined, left 

fuch an at fhould give her a more con- 
temptible opinion of him than fhe already 
had: ட க ட க தத கத 

But when he again confidered that So- 

phia was ill, and that he could fend an 

order to ட them totally feparate and 

ignorant  



டட accordingly. ௮ 

அ oe having arrived on: sini 8 

led to take her from the cotta | 

ங்‌ cite ‘belonging to Sir Thomas ‘was 

ordered to be ready 1 ina ப்ட்‌ near the| 

- place; and one of the men, having thrown| 
“a carter’ ன frock over his clothes, called at | 

Mes. Bentley’ S cottage, and feeing ‘Cla! 

rifa, affamed re welt க. ae 

ட 0... ae 

He Pe ட... fa: ike «: ban ia 

‘ter Zummers: ‘he wants to {peak wi’ thee 

‘for vour or vive toinhtes about fomewhat 

4 particular.” ae Seon 

: Clariffa ‘obeyed the one and have 

“ing ‘put on ‘her olde and bonnet accom 

“panied ‘the’ man. . 

1 _ When eee = at ட்‌ ஸ்ர  



 



‘that ihe might ‘be wi’ un the zooner ; 

and becaufe as how the lane was dirty.” 

-Clariffa hefitated. : . ae: 

ee Come, get ‘thee in? " repeated ‘the 

m an; “there is good news a-brewing vor 

hee thou wilt be pleafed when thee 

comeft to hear 1. ்‌ 

நவர see this intelligence with 

te receipt of the fifty- “pound note, and 

thinking it really was the cafe, fubmit- 

ted. ர 

~The ட்‌ fd then mounting the 
horfe, drove with uncomnion velocity ; 

firuck through Keynfliam, croffed the 

bridge, and took into a private road. — 

Clarifla becoming extremely anxiouS, — 

required he would immediately inform — 

her where he was going, or that the would 

-opén ‘the door and get out. . 

rte Make oe replied the man, 
“© and  



 



ட்‌ a8. : 
- The man laughed. ஈர can fee by your 
‘feos! faid he, “ that you will fhortly be | 

married. ‘There is a gentleman who is 

an love with: you, and will have you whe- ்‌ 

_ther you approve Or not.” 2 

_ Clariffa now faw her fituation, aa eX: 

claimed, « Ts. it poffible Mr. Freeman 

ean. thave ufed me thus?” 

The men had. been ftriétly forbid 

mentioning the name of Sir Thomas, and. 

had likewife received a hint of Freeman’ Ss 

partiality £0 her; and Sir Thomas, fufpeét- 

ing he would endeavour to recover her, | 

defired them to avoid hin if he fell in 

their way ; when, therefore, Clariffa men- | 

tioned the name of. Freeman, the men 

thought. they could not do better than by 

ட்‌ it to his charge. | 

ee Mr, Denes faid MD man, 8 means 1 
x  



 



 



 





 



ஒத்து. 

ர. ந deere witch had 1 presouly 

‘been leftein. readinefs, ee: 

The cattle, being high ea peifonned 

~- the refidue of the journey, and arrived 

before the dawn of day at the appointed 

3001, about two miles on the London fide 

of Reading. 

_ Clariffa had flattered herfelf fhe hould 

reach London during the day, where fhe 

concluded an opportunity would offer its 

_felf of calling for afliftance ; but having 

reached the deftined place, and being j in- 

formed her journey was at an end, fhe 

felt extremely difappointed. 

‘The man difmounted from his. horfe,. 

and entered the houfe to infrua@ the fer-| 

-yants relative to the impofition they had 

- prattifed, by nfaking ufe of Freeman's 

| name, and to defire they would conduét 

. themfelves accordingly. 

்‌ Having:



 



si 

- The woman obeyed, and Clariffa heard 
her lock the door, and take out fhe Key. 

She now examined her apartment, and 

going to the window, obferved it was is foc 

"cured with iron bars; but this ‘did not 

excite furprife, as the apartment was on 

; the ground floor, it being ufual, more | 

: particularly i in a lone fituation, to. place | 

“tron bars on the lower. windows OF ‘the ‘ 

houfe for prote&tion. ag 

She fat down on the bed, ant exhaated 

her imagination in ruminating on the 

é éonfequence of ‘this adventure; till, weari- 

‘ed with. thought, fhe funk upon her pil- 

low, thinking to obtain an-hour’s refpite 

in the arms of fleep; dreams’ more dread- 

ful than her waking thoughts troubled | 

her mind, and prevented ர்‌ நல்‌ 

‘She awoke and rung the bell, the wor 

man attended ; Clariffa afked: her a va- 

: riety
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டட had no fooner read the. conte 

than the letter dropt from, his hand. 

    He ftarted up, walk ்‌ 

்‌ about the room, and “then exclaimed, 

se Never, after this, will I vee aap 

confidence im any one.’ | 

Sir Charles afked if he might & fee the 
3h 

letter. 

eS By all means,” replied Somers. 

‘Sir Charles perufed it: “ Now,” cried § 

he, ன who i is right, you or me: 1 hope 

you will not for the future difpute my pe | 

netration. ப a couple of young | 

crocodiles |—This is the young man that 

is an ornament to human nature !” 

Sin Charles now felt his 1 | 

determining to make Somers feel it, he: 

followed him about ‘the room. “ You 

fee, Mr. Somers? continued he, 46 I was 

  
right. Here: is an inftance of your fore 

“fight 

We 

:



je 
fight ; thefe, are the parties you always 

defended, 1] OW, Mr. Somers, Thope this 

will cure you of prattifing fuch ill-timed 

benevolence : it will be a leffon for ‘you 

in future.” 

Somers was teazed to that degree that 

he replied, “ It is better to judge too fa- 

vourably than to be too cenforious.” 

«J fee you are hurt,” returned Sir 

Charles, therefore I thall fay no more; 

only, forthe future, do place a little more. 

reliance on my judgment.” 

«1 declare,” replied Somers, 4 fo high 

was my opinion of them both, that if your 

daughter had not wrote it, I could not 

“have believed it; and even now it ap- 

- pears to me impoflible: but I will (ee 

what thefe other letters contain.” Then 

taking up the letter which came from 

Theodore, he perufed it. 2 
? von. iit. BE “This:  



௯ 
This letter contained the motives that 

made him quit his houfe, -his meeting 

with. Clariffa, the encounter with Free- 

man’s. fervant, his opinion of Freeman’s 

condu& ; but did not mention any place 

where Somers was to write to him. 

This letter added greatly to the-furprife 

of Somers ; he immediately fhewed, it to 

Sir Charles, who having read it, Do not 

you fee the art of this young hypocrite?” 

faid he; “ he fears you have fome fufpici- 

on, and therefore lays the blame on Free- 

man; but let us hear what my nephew 

has to fay.” 

Somers opened Freeman’s letter ; which 

informed him of his fervant having met 

them together ; of Theodore declaring 

himfelf ready to proteét her with his life; - 

his regret that Clariffa fhould have aéted 

on-fuch a Bowe 5 and contained many 

-inveétives  



1826ம்‌ againtt Theodore, who he vow- 

ed to punith if he met him ன்‌ that he had 

called: at his aunt’s, where he was fur- 

prifed on finding Augufta jug arrived, 

and who gave him’ the fame. intelligence 

as his fervant. 

Somers delivered this letter likewife to 

Sir Charles, who having perufed it, ““ Well, 

fir,’ faid he, “ what is your opinion 

now 2? : 

_. Tam afraid,” replied Somers, ‘ it is. 

too true.” He then took up the laft let- 

~ ter, which came from Clariffa, and:which 

informed him of the methods taken to 

, decoy her from the cottage; an account 

of her journey till fhe arrived at the houfe 

near Reading, which, fhe faid,. belonged 

_ to Mr, Freeman ;. her deliverance from ~ 

therebya ftranger breaking open the door ; 

_her meeting with-Theodore; the letter 

112 which —  
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which fhe received from Augufta concern: 
ing Mrs. Bentley’s death, which fhe la- 
mented in very pathetic terms 5 the cru- 

elty of Augutta’s fufpicion; and conclud- 

ed by requefting him to write to her, di- 

reCting the letter to be left at the Glouceté 

ter coffee-houfe, and fhe would call for it. 

This letter alfo Somers put into his 

hands. 

© Now, Sir Charles,” faid Somers, ‘I 

hope you will allow that both my young 

friends are innocent.” 

« How can you thus perfift in your own 

opinion?” faid Sir Charles; “ is it not . 

perfe&tly natural that both the. culprits 

fhould agree in one ftory? I have not fo 

bad an opinion of Edward, as to fuppofe 

-he would be guilty of fuch a tranfa@ion.” 

« Neither have I,” rejoined Somers; 

« this letter has thrown a fufficient light” 

upon 
2  
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upon the bufinefs. -Clariffa has been de- 

ceived: it was ‘Sir Thomas who employ- 

ed thofe men to take her, and: we have 

made ufe of your nephew’s name.’ 

Sir Charles laughed at this. « What 

{ubterfuges,” cried he, “ do you refort 

to, in defence of your firft opinion !” 

Ee Have patience,” refumed Somers, © 

«and I will explain my reafons.” At 

this junéture he was interrupted by the | 

entrance.of a fervant, who infornied him | 

va Mr, Bridport would be happy to fpeak 

with him.” 

Somers sensed he would thew him in. 

When the fervait was gone, “ This 

ள்‌ the perfon,” continued Somers, “4180. 

was in prifon at the fuit of Sir Thomas, 

and who was liberated: when you ee 

ed the eftate.- 4 

- The fervant returned, and introduced — 

F 3 Bridport  
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Bridport fupporting his daughter, who 

was: fo much reduced, as fcarcely to be 

able to walk, இ ச 6 

Bridport ftarted back 6௩. த இட 
Charles; Somers ran towards him, “Sir 

Charles,” faid he, will be happy to 
fee you ;” ve taking a coe he feated 

Sophia i In it, 

Brid port, who-did not know Sir ர 

‘till Somers mentioned his name, thankéed 

him for his enlargement. “se Ah, omy 

God!” பாரான்‌ he, “what have ரீ ரர்‌ 

to thank you for, fince it has afforded me 

é an. opportunity of refcuing my poor ruin- 

ed and undone girl, from the power of ay 
9°. 

  

villain, a 

ae Hold,” cried Somers, interrupting 

him, « your daughter is not well, permit 

me to call my fervant,” at the fame tume 

ringing the bell, and the feryant attend- 

- ing,
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ing, “ Conduét this young lady,” faid he 

*“ to another apartment, and fee. if you, 

can prevail on her to take any refreth- 

ment.” Then following Sophia to the 

door, defired the would be compofed and 

confider herfelf at home, for that fhe was 

now with her friends. 

Sophia thanked him, and retired மரு 

‘ported by the maid. 

__ Mr. Somers,” faid Bridport, “ Ithank 

‘you for your kindnefs. I confefs 1 was 

%௦௦ unguarded, aand did not confider the 

effet my converfation would have on my 

poor girls ‘but you are all penal 

21 Say no more about it,’ replied So- 

mers; “ but let me know how you have 

proceeded fince you left this -houfe, ‘till 

you recovered your daughter. I havea 

particular reafon for my enquiry, which I 

"will tate hereafter.” pss 

: F 4 © Permit! 
7 
7
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“Permit me firft to relate,” rejoined 
Bridport, : all that my poor child has: 

acquainted me with; becaufe it is fit you 
fhould know her innocence, and the guilt 
of that monfter who-has deftroyed her.” | 

22 _“ Certainly,” replied Somers. 

Bridport then related the rife and pro: 

grefs of his daughter's affection. for Sir 

Thomas ; ‘the means he -took to convey 

her to his houfe; dwelt with force and 

“energy, accompanied by the feelings of a 
father, on the rape; and her being after- 

wards conveyed to Reading. 

Sir Charles and Somers, who till this 

time “were” not acquainted with the 

full extent of Sir Thomas’s அ could 

not avoid mingling their tears with thofe 

_of the father. 

Having gone through with this recital, 

he proceeded : ‘‘ After I left this houfe, 

; I haftened
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I -haftened to Briftol, and as one of the 

London ftages was fetting off, I took my 

place for Reading, and arrived there about 

three o ‘clock 4 in the morning ; when I re- 

tired to bed for a few hours, to recruit. 

my ftrength, and arofe about feven: then,, 

taking my oak ftick i in my hand, proceed- 

ed in fearch of the place, which I pre- 

fently_ found. 

“ | had confidered on what plan was . 

beft ‘to purfue, and concinded the moft 

probable means to gain admittance would 

be by artifice. 

«“ When I arrived at the houfe, I rung 

the bell at the outer gate ; a ant at- 

tended, who demanded my bufinefs. 

“ J pulled off my hat, and, fcratching 

-my head, afflumed the weft-country dialeét: 

© Pfe be come,” faid I, ‘ vrom Zur Tum- 
wk ; he faid as how He thould want me, 

ச and
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and defired I'fe would wait here wor un’ 
Thiskindof language,” continued Brid port,. 

“ and the boorith method I praGtifed, to- 

gether with my making ufe of Sir Tho-_ 

mas’s name, had the defired effe@. The 

ட man requefted I would walk in, and con- 

-du€ted me to the kitchen, where he afk- 

ed me feveral queftions relative to his _ 

matter, all which I anfwered with the 

fame fimplicity as before. Having fatit- 

fied his enquiries, he fet the breakfaft . 

_ ‘equipage before me, ‘and defired 1 would | 

make free. During this time I attentive- 

dy furveyed the place and the fervants, 
who confifted of two men and two wa; 

men: I obferved one of the maids carty 

from the kitchen two feparate trays, with 

breakfaft: equipage on each ; heard ‘them 

talk of a young lady, and afterwards of 

Mrs. “Thompfon.” 5 

< cor  
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“அர எளியர்‌ மர்கஸ்‌, கணட 
ing him, and addreffing himfelf to Sir 
Charles: “ you ‘hear this houfe was near 

Readin g; the very place where Mifs Lef- 

dey was confined, or I am much-miftaken. 

Well, fir,” continued Somers, ‘turning ‘to 

Bridport, “ proceed. I beg your pardon 

_ for interrupting you.” 

“When they mentioned Mrs. Thomp- 

fon,” faid Bridport, “ I concluded it muft 

be my poor girl, as Sir Thomas went by 

that name; and fuch were my feelings, I 

fearcely knew how to retain myfelf in my 

fitdation; but I waited in expe€tation that 

I fhould fhortly fee her. 

ae After breakfaft I walked about the 

houfe, obférved the maid come out of a 

roém, and locking the door put the key 

in her pocket ; after which I beheld her 

take out another key, praceed to a dif- 

னம ட்டது ‘ferent |  
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ferent apartment at the further end of fe 

paflage, unlock the door, and go in; but 

as I heard no voices, I did not know there 

"Was any perfon in the rooms. 

_“ After fpending the whole moming - 

_in the utmoft anxiety, I heard one of the 

'men exprefling his furprife that the young 

lady had not rung her bell fince breakfaft, 

and afked the maid if fhe had not better 

‘wait on her. The maid replied it was 

out of her power, -as fhe had not the 

பர அ டட... 

கு « By this,” continued Bridport, “ I was 

-able to learn, that, whoever the young 

| dady was, fhe was under confinement 5 

and { concluded my daughter was like-" 

| wile in the fame fituation. The man went 

on, and obferved, that the young lady was 

" curfedly in the dumps. ‘ Aye, aye,’ re- 

ட the maid, £ Ve will know better - 

ee peice  
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ning towards it, I believe, began to fut. 
pect: he clapt his hand againft my breaf, 
and afked me where I was going. I made 

‘no anfwer, but driving him away, fet my 

‘foot againft the door, and burft it ‘open. 

The fellow endeavoured to prevent my 

entering, but Truthed in, and after Jook- 

ing round the room difcovered a young, 

lady, but not my daughter.” 

« Hold,” cried Somers: then taking" 

up Clariffa’s letter, he fhewed it to Sir 

Charlés, and afked him if he ‘did not 

think thofe circumftances fo far agreed. 

“« What fort of a young lady,” faid Sir 

Charles, “ was this. you mention ?” 

© One of the moft lovely girls,” replied 

Bridport, «I ever beheld: fhe feemed 

about nineteen years of age, and appeat- 

ed greatly terrified at my approach.” 

‘What  
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_& What ‘became of her?” refamed Sir . 
Charles. 

« J do not know,” replied Bridport ; 

but if you will permit me, I will relate 

what further paffed.” 

. « By all means,” rejoined Sir Charles. 

“As foon as I perceived this was not 

my unfortunate girl,” refumed Bridport, 

« ] haftened towards the door for the pur- 

pofe of purfuing my fearch further. 

« The man who had endeavoured to 

"prevent my entrance now feized me by 

my collar; I extricated myfelf from him, 

and with one blow felled him to the 

_ ground. 

«J then rufhed towards the other 

door which I had feen the maid enter in 

the morning ; here I was again சவ்‌ 

by the other man. 

65 ர்‌ [6  
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«The trembling wretches obeyed, and 
* in a fhort time my poor girl was reftored. 

. Excufe me the recital,” continued hie; 

burfting into tears, “« 1 cannot proceed.” 

« Compofe yourfelf,” faid Somers 3 

no doubt it was an affeCting a for 

a father.?* >. a 

ர. having ட்ட himfelf, 

\ went on: ‘* My Sophia hung upon my. 

| ‘neck, called me her deliverer, fell at my 

feet, and entreated pardon for a crime it 

feems fhe never wilfully committed. It 

was fortunate for me I had difabled the 

two fervants; for fo much wasI weakened 

by this interview, that a child might have 

beat me down with a lath. 

“ After my firft tumults were over, I 

-concluded it would be the moft expedient ' 

‘method inftantly to quit the houfe; but 

எடிட்டராக firft.to fee the young lady, 

"and,  



மிழ்‌ ச. 

and, if the had been carried there again 
her confent, to take her with me, if not, 7 

“to reafon with her on the impropriety of 

her condu€t; but when I again entered | 

the room I could fee nothing of her, _ 

«J demanded of the women if fhe 

had paffed; they were equally aftonifhed 

with myfell Sand ‘on fearching the apart 

ment, difcovered that her cloak and bor- 

net were mifimg ; then -on looking ஞ்‌ 

‘wards the outward gate obferved § it 

open. © | 

«« ‘The two ‘men hed. been able by this 

time tofet up, and! having heard that I was 

the father of Sophia, they did not appeat 

- inclined to difpute my poffeffion of her; 

‘but made loud lamentations concerning | 

the young lady; defired the women 

would bind up their heads, which weré 

‘broke, although not fuflicient to do them} 
any, 

=
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   ject. at prefent, contenting myfelf with 

taking a review of his conduct. 

-. « The houfe neat Reading was taken) 

for her; towhich place he likewife thought 

it moft. proper for Clarifla to be conveyed; 

and thus, while I was repining for the 

abfence of Clariffa, her abfence has been | 

the means of Mifs Bridport’s releafe ; for, 

if fhe had not been miffing, no- intelli- 

gence would have been obtained from 

Mrs. Gripe, nor could we have fufpett 

ed her place of refidence. 

« Here js one inftance where wicked: 

nefs defeats its own ends. 

- «& So likewife Sir Thomas. remained 

ன்ப after Clariffa was gone, at Sit 

~ Charles’s, for the purpofe of injuring the 

charaéter of Theodore, by attaching that 

guilt to him which belonged to himfcl, 
and by wounding the peace of Avguftas} 

had} 

4  
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ட்ட he not done this, he would, in 

, all ப ட்டு or according. to human 

" appearance, ‘have wounded. the peace of 

} Clariffa, as he has-done that of Mifs Brid- 

port. In faét, every att he commit-— 

| ted has defeated itfelf. Clariffa is free, 

as likewife is Sophia. | 

“ If any perfon had-afked him what he 
expected to obtain by poffefling Mifs | 

) Bridport, he would have anfwered, « Hap- 

pinefs ;’ but here he has been foiled. 

“ If he could be prevailed upon to 

flate his prefent feelings, he would tell. 

you he is miferable ;.a prey to fear, and 

perpetually under anxiety left his former 

ம்‌ 600806 10018 be inveftigated. This is 
| always the cafe,” continued Somers, 

“where happinefs is fought for by im- 

| Proper means: no folid comfort can ever 
bes 9 ்‌ be  
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‘her, and ‘taking hold of her hand, requeft 

“ed fhe would explain the meaning of the 

note left for Clariffa. : 

Augufta drew*her hand forcibly from 

‘him, with marked muse feated — 

in her countenance. 

« Pardon me," faid Theodore, it is 

not my meaning to renew a fabjeet that 

. you repeatedly informed me was an in- 

fult; but J cannot endure you .fhould har- ’ 

bour fo infamous an opinion of me as that 

nete conveyed: fo far from feducing Cla- 

riffa from the cottage, I was in fome mea- 

fure her protector.” 

பபப farprifed at this கண்ட 

defired he would explain himfelf, 

- Theodore ftated his reafons for quitting 

Somers ; gave an account of his journey 

‘till he met Clariffa ; and: concluded by 

obferving, that the லார party was one 

கம்‌ : whom



whom: the fhould as had ino er 

பப்ப cee எல்‌. 

« Who is it. you int at 2” faid er : 

gufta. ்‌ கட. 

எ நிச்சய” டண்‌ Theodore. 

“ How fhallow is this artifice!” refum- 

ed Auguita contémptuoatly 5 « Jam a- 

fhamed ‘to think” I have been prevailed ்‌. 

ர to liften to Hie Edward re 

"foorn the tranfadtion.”” 

“Theodore ‘entreated he would attend 

to what further he had to advance. He 
then’ related the account as he received’ 

it from Olariffa; and. concluded with in- 

forming ther of his meeting with Free-__ 

man’s fervant, who was in purfuit of her. - 

-« This cannot be true?’ replied Au- 

gutta; “ Edward js now in town, and in 

a ftate of the ‘utmoft anxiety on her ac- 

count,” 

La ee 2 ள்‌. Oh, 

ஞு 2 : |  
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fore, I think: it-my duty to give you a 
caution :—avoid Edward :—he conceives 

you guilty, and determines ‘on revenge, 

5 If he ae come in your fi ight, யா 
தல்‌ him. eek aan 

& Villain! !” cried Theodore, “ does he 

think to efeape the odium he deferves by. 
ftigmatizing me ‘behind my back? “but we 
fhall meet; I truft ; , and I have no doubt, 

in fo juft a caufe, I fhall triumph.” * 

At this jun@ture a Carriage paffed, and | 

Augufta curtfied to the perfon in it. 

Ina moment it ftopt, and Mr. St. Aubin 
had his hand on the door for the we 
of alighting.. 

- While the carriage was draveiig up, 
three men approached Theodore, and 
took hold of his arms. “ Your mot obe- ; 

dient,” faid one of them; ௭ எத்‌ we 
have found. you at Jaft.” - 

eo heodore
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, Theodore attempted to refitt ; but they 

called a hackney-coach, and, put him in. < 

ait crowd having affembled, the men 

றால்‌ them it was. ap arreft, which fa | 

- tisfied their enquiries. 

_ Two of the men went into the coach 

with Theodore, while the third whifper- 

ed to ‘the. coachman, who immediately 

drove off ; after which the man Tan with 

fpeed a contrary way. 
This was executed in lefs than a mi- 

‘anute 5 while Augutta and the fervant were 

_ fpeftators, as likewife was St. Aubin, who 

_ now alighted from his carriage, and offer-_ 

_ ed to.convey her home. 

+ Augufta, confented, being in fick a 

flate of agitation as ee to know 

what fhe did. 

| They prefently arrived at Mes. Sea- 
ton’s, di 

பப Dslag  
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to Mrs, Seaton, which the’ eagerly attend-, 

ed to for the purpofe’ of making a few 

animadyerfions on it to her niece; and 

likewife to communicate it to SirCharles. 

In which converfation’I டுவி! leave them, 

while I attend to"Theodore. 

‘The coachman drove flowly, went up the 

New Road, turned through Kentifh-town, 

followed his courfe up to Highgate, after 

்‌ which he defcended the hill, and droye 

through Holloway to Iflington. | 

Theodore was in great agitation, and 

_ atked a variety of queftions concerning 

where they were taking him. 

“ You are-with your friends,” replied 

the. men, “ therefore make your mind 

perfectly eafy. It was the only method 

that could be adopted to place you be- 
yond the power of thofe you have moft 

reafon to fear.” . 

; Having  



 





 



கடத? faid Theodore, “I loved her 
with fincerity, and concluded her far too 

generous to adopt a conduét fo malicious.” 

. © And yet fhe has-dene it,” rejoined 

the gentleman: *< jt will teach you, in 

“return, to defpife her as you ought: /a 

conduct fo defpicable in her, ought to 

obliterate your: ill-placed attachment. 

Trutt me, fhe is infinitely beneath your 

‘motice. I-prefume the has confidered 

herfelf infulted by your addreffes, and has 

taken this ftep to be revenged on you:— 

never, for the future, have® any thing to 

fay toa revengeful charatter.” » 

__The.coach having arrived at Kenfing- 

toh, they alighted. 
Theodore ordered a poft-chaife, and 

having taken leave of the gentleman, 

purfued his way to Briftol. 

: I thal  
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ரன்‌ of his கிம்‌ conduét eens , 

the young woman who he fedueed oe ள்‌ 

her home. 

At this junéture Freeman தன்ன. 

- Augufta had intended to fpeak feriout 

ly with Edward: concerning the’ account 

fhe received from Theodore;: but tite re- 

“lation given by St. Aubin: made: her. con 

ohide it was totally without foundation. » 

* While Mrs. Seaton was acquainting 

Edward with what had pafled, ‘the poft 

attived, ‘and the fervant. entering. with 

letters, put an end to the converfation. 

Freeman opened his letter which came 

from Somers, and after reading @ few : 

lines, « Clariffa virtuous, and Theodore 

. innocent! Y faid He ; “ impoffible !”” 

ட்‌ Augufta, who had perufed hers, re- 

Joined, “ It is abfolutely trae, as far as 

relates to Clariffa.”  





tag 
his invitation confi ftent with ‘propriety. 3 

It would appear fingular i in the eyes of 

‘the world, as Someis is yet, but a young : 

man, and feparated from dis wife.” 

_“ Certainly it would,” rejoined Free- 

man; “ I cannot imagine how he could 

‘think of making fuch a requeft: he has 

likewife % invited me, concluding fhe will — 

accept his offer; but I know Clariffa bet 

ter, and therefore fhall not leave town till 

ட io? 98 ; 
_“ You muft not attach a blame to Mr. 
Somers,” refumed Auguia s you forget ்‌ 

Mrs. Bentley by her will committed her 
to his care; he means to fix her in fome — 
Private family.” 
-Augufta now opened a ன்‌ which 

ame from her father ; he was filent on 
the conduét of Sir Thomas ; profeffed - 
himfelf happy that the Pag arrived 5 

படம  
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poor: unhappy’ creature ட்ரூ is. எரி 

Movtbe pitied: Ac ண்ட்‌ oe ப்‌ 

ர்‌ ர்வ iholined to. ve you hive i 
bidet ‘mifinformed,” refimed Augufta : 

“will you have’ 116 - படல்‌. to" ftate 

your reafons for fo faying? 

A mere: beggar,” ட்ட. ‘Mrs, Sea- ம்‌ 
ர, ௯ what eftate’ வாக்‌ “out to be 
orth nothing, martied her for the pur- 

pote. of obtaining a comfortable home at 

Sternhold’s : he had the addrefs to cheat 

them out of a confiderable fam of money, 
and that being fpent, he has fent their — 
daughter home, witha child, for them to 
fapport ; fince which, I underffand, ‘he’ 

has become: afluent, ‘and: takes n no notice ; 
வண்டை ன்ட்‌ 
“108612 வில two ways of telling’ a 

flory,” refumed Augufta. 4. Tt will fir. 
brife you when’ I ‘Telate,, os lg Stern- 
= 

“holds  
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dered he had not been guilty of the tranf- 
89401 laid to his charce by Sir Thomas, 

"blamed herfelf for having called him a 
villain in. her letter to Clariffa, and endea- — 

voured to pilliate the charge. made ufé of 

_againit him by St. Aubin ; therefore, when. 

Freemen went to her for advice, inftead 

of anfwering his enquiries, fhe entered 
into a converfation concerning the fubjeét 

“that was neareft to her heart. , 
“Do you not think, ” faid the, * the: 

tale related by: Oke ain is rather i im- 

probable ? 

“ He firft informs me Theodore is a 
child of charity. If he is, does it not _ 
appear ftrange that he thould have receiy-— 
ed fo liberal an education, and poflefs fo: 
independent a fpirit : ட. ; 

© The independence of his fpirit,” re- 
plied Pe, a originates in iis educa- 

aS 3 oe ony  





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 





 





 



 



 





 







 





 





 



 



 





 



 







 





 



 











 



 





 





 





 



 



 







 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 


