











Bruffels,

b . > (%}

ITHAN-K you, my deareft Maria, for
your very entertaining letter, wherein you
{o admirably criticife the unfortunate tra-.
gedy.  You cannot imagine howsmuch I re-
greted my abfence from’Z.ondon, which de-
Prived me of partaking with my friend the
‘ laughter of “the evéning; For, from your
Vor. TGS s" R +"gaccount,
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Mifs Cavexpisu to Mifs BRupNEL.
< L =

i ¢ Bruffelss
£

I RENEW with avidityA the delightful em-
ployment of chattering to my fweet friend.
—1 broke off in my laft, I am" fenfible, ra*
ther abruptly, owing to the pain which

ever accompanies the mention of a certain

perfon’s name. It is now a week fince I
bade farewell to my late difmal habitation ;
during wkich time, the hours have glided
away in the moft pleafing fucceflion :—Our
little fociety has been.much indebted to the

polite attention of a Mr. Wilmot, who o¢
i . 2 cupiCS
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cupies a part of the fame houfe with our-
felves. He is an acreeable man, aud ‘won-
derfully aﬂi.duous in his endeavours to pleafe.
I ‘think, for my®part, that Charlotte and
himfelf feem to have conceived a little kind
of penchant fox cach other: T ﬁncere‘ly wifh
it may prove Yo ; as, from all *T can crather
from his difcourfe, he poﬁl[fes a handfome
independency, is rather what one would
< fiyle a fine foldierly looking man; and by
no means deficient in ‘underftanding. I
fhall really be very {efry when he leaves us,
which I apprehend will be {peedily, as bufi-
« mefs, not pleafure, was the caufe of his vifit
to this kingdom.—From fome hints which
have fallen from him, I fhould imagine fome
a{%éir wherein the heart was engaged,
brought him over.2-However, I hope his
continuance may be 2s long as our’s. We
"are now makings wonderful preparations
e B for
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for a malked ball, which the Dutchefs
Di’ArembourgAis to give this day week ; I de-
fign figuring in Sultana, andVWiImot as Sul-
tan. I, laughing, told him that I ought, —in
charity to him, to yield my garments to my
couﬁn who is to perfonate the chara&er of

2 gipley, and Mrs, Thompflon tl}at of her

L

mother,

I look fo;ward, ;ny dear, with anxious
- impatience for the'day, as I expe& to derive
a fingular fatisfatticn¥rom the amufement;
it is an entertainment I have hBard much
talk of, bugof which I never yet partook;
and were you to be my companion, the
pleafure of the evening would then be com-
plete. But as you neverfaw the drefs, per-
mit me to give you a fkgtch of it.
5
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In the firft p.lace,'a white gold tiffue pet-,

%

ticoat, with a deep gold fringe round the
{kirt ;ea body of the fame, made clofe to the
thape, like® a child’s ftay-coat; the front
croffed with gold lacings and gold taffels ;
a blue fatin robe, with a fringe the fame as
that on the pesticoat ; no handkerchief;—in’
-the room of which, as th® Marchionels of
Lofrier has obligingly infited upon my
. wearing her jewels. 1 am to have a folitaire
of brilliants ; ey hair imeloofe curls :a {ur-”
ban of filver gauze an gne fide, with a cre-
fcent of éjamonds, with pearls intermixed
with my hair: the whole of which, I think
will "cut a moft brilliant and magnificenteap-
pearance. You will, I dare fay, think me
not deficient in the” common foible of my
{ex—uvanity, in thug making my public en-
tré in {o confpicuousma.n attire.; but I do af-
ure you, it was ﬁcs)t by my own defire; for
s B g the
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the drefs belongs to the Marchionefs of Lof-
rier,« who pofitively infifts up<\)n my making
ufe of it for the night. 1 am fenfible my -
ruflic bre_edi.ng will nevew be able to carry
off the crlitteririg attire with a fufficient quan-
tum of town affurance or court elecrance —
“but my p(omxfe 1s given, atd there is no
retrafling.—I am interrupted ; muﬁ, there-_
fore, for the Erefent Pld you adieu; and re«

main as ufual your’s, 4
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“Louisa CAVENDISHa
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LOUISA has quitted her retirement; no
hopes therefore of agai#t fgeing her alone.—
 Curfed fortyne I—O Sedley ! that undone
fair one will now be ruined beyond all hopes
of ‘redemption |—She, with her aunt aad
coufin, at prefent lodge in a houfe where
there is alfo, it feems,'a young fellow of fa- |
thion and fortune, grho is their conftant
®
efcort to every place gf polite refort. He
divides his attention, I am told, equally be-

s B5' . tweem

@



©

2

between the two .youﬁ‘grlé&ies, therefore it
is impoflible to furmife at whom he aims
the blow of fédu&_idp.

9
R 2

_ e as 4 :

1 havé not myfelf, 'asf);et, {feen him ; not-
withﬁénding I have ufed every endeavour
for that purpofe ; but am in great hopes that
in a fhort time ray wifhes will be Oratlﬁed
as they in all probability will make a part of
the coinpan)‘ at the‘mafked ball to be given
by the Dutchefs' D’Arembourg next week.
—1I cannot imagh}e who he is; I have made
enquiries of every creature ofcany confe-
quence in this town, but to no éﬁfe&. No-
body here has the leaft knowledge of him;l
he 15, they fay, a perfeét firanger, and but
lately arrived. It is‘wonderful how a ber-
fon come to the years of Mrs. Thomplon,
can fo thoughtlefly form acquaintances; but
fhe certainly isa moftimpmdent woman ; and

c3
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T arr; only amaZed Wow fhe was capable of
duping, for fuchalength of years, a;me.m fo
converfant with life as Mr. Cavendith ; for
he attually repofed the moft unreferved con-
fidence in her, as is plainly thown by his
leaving his daughter fo immediately under
- her guardian[ﬁip !—However,? fuch 1s the.
weaknefs of human nature, that there is not
one, even the wileft, but is ]iable‘ to err;
_but of all nien upon earth, I2looked upon

" him to have begn the moft careful.

@
A mangfcnpt by accxdent fell into my

hands this _morning, which as I think it has’
fome merit, fhall tranfcribe for your perufal.
It was tied round a piece of mufic which I
had purchafed ; andeas I never, you know,
{uffer the fmalleft ff‘rap of writing or pxmtmv
to be deftroyed Before I exantine it, fo you
may be allured, that curloﬁty prompted me

“RB 6 : : to
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to perufe this paper ; artd finding it poffeffed
fomg ingenuity, muft acknowledge I felt my-

{elf interefted in the fate of the quthor,
~whom I am greatly defirous of finding out.
You will juftly fay it is a wild-goofe chace’;
however, I by no means tl]ix}é;'it impoflible,
“as 1t appears‘very extraordingry how fuch a

paper, in the Englifh language, fthduld fall

into the hands of a French muﬁc-ven({ér; :
I am therefore refolfed to make fome fur-'
ther enquiries; in, the interim I enclofe it
for your entertainn:emg, and remain,

Cii

Your’s,

CeARLES BENTINCE.
<
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UP THE RIVER SEVERN-
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ON the 16th of Way, 17—, a young
fprig of tify degraded race of Parnaffus, fet
out from the very romantic and beautiful
little town of Bridgenorth, for the elegant
city of Worcefter, in a common wherry.—
Poet.like, he would have adopted any other
method of conveyangse, either by land or by
water, that would have pro;nifed him a
greater degfee of_j)ndu]gence; _but his cir=

cumitances
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cumftances being, as ﬁfual,‘very low, he
was crammed into it, with about feventy
companions, who, amidft the hoots and, hiffes
of the populace of the place,*fet off on

their voyage up thke Severn.

On his rig\]t hand fat a limb of the law,
and on his left @ pillar of the church; the
mufe being; for the firlt time regulated by
law, and chaltened by religion.

The reft of the koat was occupied by
maids, wives, infants, matrons, Ke. &ec. all
as if ready placed for the pencil of our in-|
imitable Hogarth.—But, with the reader’s
permiffion, I think Yonck had a better
claim to them. Théir. artlefs tears, their
parting fighs, the looks they caft behind,
were his —Brown as the maid in Prior’s
fong, th ey left then own dulcet fhades, to

o T earn
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earn a daily pittance in the fields and gar-
dens round the Britifh metropolis.———
Every winding of the river wafted them
farther from home ; and now they raife the
fong of forrow for friends and kindred feen

no more !

- As qmck however, as a ray of funfhine
fhoots athwart the gloom of the valley upon
the tranquil fiream, fo quick, O Severn!
nature and fimplicity, burfling from their
guilelefs hearts, re-light their moiftened
countenances with a fudden rude but tran-
fient lau0h:—T11ei1' tears once more began
to flow, and though they never turned sthe
current, yet broke the furface of the fircam!
—Some hangmg over the fide of the veflel,
quaffed from their, palms the chryftal ele-
ment ; and fome who held theJearly fpotted
children of May, qndvévarlieﬁ offspring of the

meadow,
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meadow, unwoed Flora Wound up in nofegays”
ripe, fhed their tarnithed beauties in the tide.

Thus pafled the hours away; while the |
doleful fong fwelled every mbme_nt in fadder

accents upon the ear! Te

The oars keptetime; the bluﬂéri.ﬁg pilot
paufed, and was filent at his helm L —Ehg
daws ﬂgimme& the fides of the rocks ;=—thes
fun, by degrees, retired hehind the hills,.
while the willows, banding to the breeze
that feemed to grow colder in its paf-
fage through them, fhook their melancholy
branches, and gave fearful fignals of a bleak
afternoon.—A foolith weak cuftom of con-
templating the miferies of mankind, had
drawn a filent tear down the poet’s cheek.—
The watermen chewed their quids in peace,
while the filhermen on the banks, as we paf-

; A fed,
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fed, feemed to negleé their rods and lines,
- and to hang on the melancholy ditty- t'ney'
| heard & on the fong of the fabulous mer-
jgxnfxids [—At this moment Divinity was no
longer orthodox ;—Law fdrgot his altions
and cofts; and even Poetry itfelf grew in«
fipid !—Juf} at *this inftant we came afhore
| where w:: ate, and were full.—No foonery
however, had we proceeded a few miles,
i than a poor infant in our gondola, was feiz-
ed with a violent fit of thé®ague.—The mo-
ther’s poverty was not abls to furnifh it with
a coveri‘ng warm endugh againft the cold !—
A generous-hearted fellow gave her his great
coat, for I was a poet and had none {—Thi,
with the ftrength of in‘ﬂin& in the mother’s
breaft, did wonders !—The infant foon re-
vived again, and looked as charming as a
young lilac after a bgrd fhower!—Poor
baby !

Qe
@
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baby! this was thy firft aflliftion in aworld of
woé!—The time will come, when “thy poorfl
faultering tongue thall afk in vain ; when that
warm heart that held the® to i‘ts own, fhall
be mixed with tle clay of fome fequeftered
cloifter, or_fall crumbling® ax«}ay in fome
ruftic repofitory !—¢ Drink; and be d—d,
the gentleman “defires you;” faid a great
bouncing fellow, handing about the alg,
which we had brought with us, to the reft of
* his' comrades, and the poor young women,
who were almoft chilled to death with the
cold. d o o
“As foon as we had drank our liquor, we
were called to by a couple of bailiffs, whe
had juft taken (:hargel of a prifoner. flley
came in, and going to'the upper end of the
“boat, feemed a load heavy enough of all

con-
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confcience, to have sfunla: ; a navy.—The
lawyer too, at that moment, beginning to
vent hi§ fiftions, rﬁadg me apprehenfive of
every fhoal we camt near, and impreffed my
mind with the opinion that #e fhould fink in
| good earneft. I was at length relieved from
my fears by the bailiffs, who fitting at the
head of the boat, with their faces towards
us, like a couple of wretches going to exe-
qution, pointed to Worcefter, which was
now clearly in view.—A b%arding-fchool of
young ladies going by %t that time, on an
excurfion from the city, I took out my glafs,
and levelled it at one of them; fhe feemed
a fine girl, and by that kind of tofs fhe gave
her head, I 1mag1ned fhe had been .much
admired.—I was juft falhng monﬁrouﬂy in
love, when I heard-the cathedrgl bell begin

to toll, and faw the cgows marfhal them-

-

o
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felves
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felves in order upon the fplre, as if waitin

for a corple, which I Judged at that momen{

¥

. to be near,
$ o
Having now*come fafe to land, I paid
my fare, apd took my le&ve of the‘poor
daughters of induflry, who‘carsied all tha
they were poff.effed‘ of in a towel or hand-
kerchief. Why, faid I to myfelf, fhould
" the fex, which ‘nature formed of the weale
* eft,” alas, be reduced to Tuch ‘intolerable
bardfhips —Thexs i8 not one of ‘thefe crea-
tures, ‘whofe natural good healsh, good fpi-
rits, and vivacity, but’ would bring far
htalthier heirs to many of our country
: gentlgmen, than thexr own.enervated matcs,
yet muft themfelves fall into the hands, “and
fuffer the abufe of every booby helr-——-'
“ Take phyﬁc, pomp I ’

e I was
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LE. T B E R oxerry
©
Sir CHARLI:S BENTINCK to EDWARD
Seprey, Efg.
AT length, Sedley, I have c‘iifc_overcd
the unfortinate author of the Fragmenj
which I fent youeln my lafts I had no foon-
er difpatched my epiftle, than I haftened to
the fhop where I had purchafed my mufic;
and defiring to {peak with the proprietor of

the manfion, fhowed him the manufcrlpt

and requefted to know whether he could give
me any information by w};at means it fell
into his hands.—He rgplied, < That he be-
lieved it mi§ht have been among fome loofe
papers {wept from the room of an unfer-
tunate gentleman who lodaed up Rairs.”—

After

03
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A;}tcr a little further difcourfe, I gathéred
that the author was in eminent diftrefs; and
had a wife and infant ; that he gained his.
l_ivelihood by fcribb?ling love-letters and poe-
tic fonnets, for gentlemen whofe education,
or underﬁandiﬁg, rendered timm unequal
to perform”thaE talk for themfelves, and
whole purfle enabled them to fupply the defi-
ciencies of the head, by adminiftering to the
fieceflities of thOer who were more favoured-

by-the Mufes.

O J

« The gé’nt]eman, he faid, was an Eng-
lithman, but perfe& mafter of French and
Italian.”—< Well then, friend, cried I, pe;-
mit me, if it-is not inconvenient, to fpeak a
word to your lodger.”— Quiz, mi Lor, I
vill acquaint de poé’r man,”’ apd away he
fled.—Ie foon returfied, defiring ‘me to
follow, Which I didSsup two pair of ftairs.—

g L On
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- fant who lay {Lepmv in her lap, who might

which exhibited mifery in the extreme, 1

( =28 ) 3

On entering the apartment; the firniture of

beheld a genteel handfome jo’oking man of
about thirty ; a female, whofe features had
fHill the remains .of exq'uiﬁti: beauty, which
you might tlearly perceive, Jhad been faded
by the fhrill blafts of adverfity ; and an in-

jultly have &t for @ cherubin.
3

On perceiving tlns haplefs group, I felt
the tear of foft compaﬂion ﬂart tomy cycs
—The unhappy gentleman approached mc
\\th “ Pray, Sir, be feated; my Iandlord
acquaints me you wifhed to fee me ; may I
craveyour commands®”—3¥hile he was pro-
nouncing thefe w,ords, I had leifure to ob-
ferve him, und could not forbear imagining
I had fomewhere beheld his features before;
but recolle&mg myfelf;* I emreated his par-

5

e don
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don for intruding myfelf as a ftranger upon
his reﬁremént, but that I underftood he 'z;ow
and the‘;] took the trouble of compofing a
few ftanzas for thofe whofe talents lay ot
in the poetic line.—He bowed, “ Your de-
licacy in this addrefs is no more-than what
the benignity of your alpe@led me to ex-
pett —Allow ﬁle, ‘Sir, to have the honour
of being your amanuenfis, and I'will do my
¢adeavour to give you fatisfa@tion.”—1I re-
queﬁéd he would make me a copy of verfes
upon a young lady, as from ah admiret who
had frequented the church fhe ufed, with a
view of feéﬁing his eyes with her charms;
—My bait took as I could wifh, and he pro- .
mifed, that on my calling again they fhould
be ready for my infpe@ion.
. ‘. o
I withed, but was vat"a lofs how to offer
them any thing, left IThould unintentionally

Var.l. *C : * wound
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: wound thofe hearts it would have been my

higheft gratification to relieve.—At laf
leaning over the ﬂeeping innocent, I dropt
a purfe into the mother’s lap, and haftily de-

parted.——1 dtﬁcm to make them another

vifit in a féw days, and if poﬂible find ou
whether it is agy way w1thm my power effen

tially to affift this unfortunate couple.

© v

1 affure you, my dear Sedley, I fecl! |
confiderable relief from having found the
out, as it in a great degree d]fﬁpates my
thought from the more heart felt recollet
tion of loft Louifa.——To-morrow will be
8 the night on which I expett to behold onc

more, that undones fair’ one! I wil

 watch her every motion! ;
@ ; R
€ \
“Deem not my condut, Edward, romaif
tic; it is aCtuated bs}‘f: ,the moft laudabl

gratimde

i






LETTER. XXXIX*
a 7

Epwarp Seprey, Efg. to Sir CHARLES
o BENTINCK, ¥

" London:

BENTIN&PQ_, I have feen an angel !——aJ
little divinity l—Phe fweeteft creature that
ever nature form;;d l—Soft as the tender
bloffom of the {pring !—fair as,the fpotlefs
lily of the vale! ‘with eyes of celeftial blue,
~ wleofe lips outvie the damafk rofe!—In
fhort, a paragon of beauty; and all fimili-
tude muft fall far fhort of the delicate origi-
nal !—You feem furprized, and with reafon!
— Is this, y‘ou cry, f,he man who but a few
pofts hence was railing: at the very fex, to

the charms of whom he atapre'fént feems fo
humble
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humblé.. a yotary »”—True, upon my foul ;

%

the fame‘Edwa.rd Sedley l—and as true that
I neither know the fair enflaver’s name nor

piace of abode!

* .

You muft k}lOW, Charles, that I, among
the numbé} who thronged ta fee the famous
tragedy of Lord Ruffel, by the Reverend *
Doéttor
Lat'D,1rury-Lane,.was, as ill-fate would have

, perforned nét long fince

it, thrown within eye; ﬂlOt of my beautiful
unknown’l—-The moment fhe entered the
box, that wicked rogue, Cupid, whipt one of
his keeneft arrows into his quiver, and aim-
ed it direfly at my heart'—Wit, aided by
Venus’s charms,:what?nortal can withftand ?
~—not I, by Jove!—Talk no more to me of
your Loﬁifa.; I would bet half my eftate,
that fhe poflefles not the bewitching fmile
and dlmples of my. }httle goddefs —To hear,
G5 ; too, "

)
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too, the remarks which efcaped fromher ivory

palifadoes !—to fee the laugh reﬁramed by
gentle hqmamty, for the, author’s feelings!
to—but I could «wafte whole years enumeér-
ating her perfettions !—I gazed on the [&vely
maid, until the ardour of my looks meeting
her eyes, drovesthe lilies from ti;eir bed, to
make room for the deeper tint of the car-
nation; I was theréfore neceffitated to put
my features undér command, in which {

with difficulty fuccee‘ded At the conclu-

fion of the piece, I had the tranfcendant fe-
licity of handing my lovely maid into her
carriage; and flipping a guinea into the foot
man’s hand, enquired the name of his mif-
trefs.—Mifs Batfon &f Berners ftreet, was
the reply.—Then, leaping into my chariot,
drove home, to be at greater leifure to con-
template upon the exqulﬁte charms of my
litde enilaver, and whatu method would be
the

@ @
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the moft feafible of introducing myfelf to
her acquaintance.—At length I determined
boldly to make an avowal of my love, and
entreat permiffion” to wait on her; at the
fame time refolving, if her mental were in
_any degree cox refpondent with her perfonal
qualificaticns, to make her an honourable
tender of my hand, heart, and fortune =
Accordingly I fat down, and after writing,
.and as often committing it to the flames, I
at laft finifhed a fheet of paper ftuck full of
darts ; then ringiné fér Mr. John, defired
him to haﬁ;en in the mbrning, by times, to
Berners ftreet, deliver that epiftle, and by no .
means to return without a reply=—DBut the
devil a wink of -fleep could my honour get,
until Aurora, in all her native brightnefs,
broke into my chamber. After a couple of
hours of anxious impatience, during which
I had a thoufand times curfed the lingering

GG moments,
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moments, John returned, with Mifs Batforfs
cofhpliments, had not really the happinefs of
my acquaintance, bat fhould be at home
that morning, and would; if I called, fee
me : for that aétublly {he c‘lici not underftand
the purport of my letter.—Aye! thought I,i
women'’s tricks! I fee fhe do¢s not chufe to
comprehend my epifile, until the has had the

pleafure of feeing me look as fheepifh as an.

afs! Well, Sir, after having taken the,
moft unwearied pains with my outfide ap-
pearance, and vieved and reviewed myfelf
again and again in the mirror, I at length
ventured to fally forth.  As I drove along,
repeafing dn' imagination all the delicate
. {peeches, and refined expreflions, neceffary
to be ufed on the ha};py occafion, th.e car=
tiage flopt.—A thundering rap annocunced
the lover’s approach ;cmy heart palpitated!
—The doorof a liandfomeﬁ houfe was throwh

open,
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%&pen, and I was ufhered up into a genteel
ftudy. The fervant bowed, ¢« Mifs Batfop,
Siry sl wait on you immediately. o large
table ftood open, *on which were {cattered a
vane;y of. papers. Qurely, thought I, this
lo§ely creature muft be fuperipr indeed to
the common ¢lafs of females, if this is her
apartment, and fthe dedicates much of her
time to the amufemem's of the pen, and in
Jeviewing the werks of the departed orna’
ments-of manKind. f

: R TR TR, e .
While Isvas this contemplating upon the
imaginary virtues of my dulcinea, the doors
opened, and in entered—not the bloomTng
withed-for maid ; but upon my foul, I have
fcarce‘panence to relate the mortifying dif-
appointment !—You have, no gioubr, either
feen or read the delcraption of an Aunt De-
borah; but I havs.‘done more, been téte-d-
G téte

’ o



. Caama
téte with one.;Prithee, Charles, figure -
yourfelf my-amazement, on beholding a tall, |
lean figure ; large goggle black eyes ; brows,
which, like -a willow, huhg nodding over
them; a nofe refembling a piece of putty;
a mouth whofe dimenfion whs from ear to
ear; with a moft amazing fedundancy of
black down, which fhaded her parched and
{kinny lips. _Stumps which might formerly
have borne the name of teeth, but now res,
fembled ebony ; and a {kin, natarally of the
moft-fanguine hue, réndered ftill more ob-
noxious by a quantitybof fnuff; which me- _‘
andered from the extended noftrils, down
to the muflin {carf that concealed her other
charms !—Faith, Bentinck, I ean proceed
no farther in this delicate portrait l;————
Ney, 1 believe it would be impoflible to
paint the confternaticn vifible in my counte-
nance, upon the entranes of this antedelu-

: vial
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“vian mortal —But I foon difezrned from
whence my mortification had originated, by
recolelling in her weather-beaten phiz, the
‘features of one of the fhe;dx‘a»gons who
came to guard the betutiful Hefperian
fruit ; and to’whom, I fuppo_f‘e, the fervant
belonged whd gave me the addrefs.—Mifs:

" Batfon, I have fince been')informed,,makes
one among our learnegi and rgﬁned females,

. who afpires to the rank of an authorefs, and
is afecox‘uh——-o—, damn it, if T know which
of the numberlefs ferhale candidates for lite-
rary fame *to give the precedence =—How-
e\;er, at all events, 1 fhall conclude myflelf

-

thine,

EpwARD SEDLEY.
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.

: \ Byuffels. -

SURELY, x:ny Mar;;, I.dream, or I have,
_ beheld the loved infage of my onge amiable
Charles | —This morning, as I was ftrolling
in the park with my coufin, and the Marchi-
onefs of Lofrier, a gentlemap paffed me,
whom I inftantly recognized to be, as I
thought, Mr. Waldron ; and who, on going
by, touched his hat. Bllt this, .you know,

being the cuftom for every gentleman to do,
whether known to you or not, it did not
(ur;;rize me.- I could hase fworn, hochCI;
to
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to.the identity of his perfon, but that the
marchionefs informed me it was a Sir Charles
Bentinek. It is rather frange fo very ftrong
a likenefs fhoﬁld {wbfift between people no
‘wz;ys-cqnne&ed,g as I know’of,‘_by blood ;—
But of this I am.convinced, nd tv’vin brothers
could have borne a ftronger refemblance !

How do I Bl’qih to ackJnowled%e the effe@
this gentleman’s prefence had upon me [—

Indeed, Maria, ®it is a cru®l refleGion, that

1 cannot, with all my eadeavours, drive him
i from my mind !—The likenefs has recalled *
a thoufand painful circumftances to my re-
membrance, which I have with fo ‘much [o-
licitude been effaying to forget!—It has
thrown a damp over my fpirits, which ren-
ders me little calculated to pargake of this
| evening’s amufement 12 Alas! how jufily
‘,Ihall I verify the oltbadage,  That there is

many
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many an aching heart in a coach and fix %—i
The glare of finery, which I fhall this_nigﬁi;
be apparelled in, will not for one ihoment
divelt my breaflt of the torroding ftings of
‘painful recolle@ion. Ah! Maria, howbleﬂéﬂ' ‘

- could I havg thought myfelffevenin a defa’r.t;
with Mr. VVaIdron |—TFor his fake, I woull
moft w11hn01y havc foregone friends, family,
and country ; navx to have rendered hin
happy, freely have reﬁaned my very ek

iftence !

e 2

But, ah, unhappy Louifa! %/’vthat«a; barba:
Tous return has thy tendernefs-met with ?—
e dove, which for fo long a time you che:
rithed to thy bofom, changedinto the verriel
adder, and flung the heart which with bul
too much fondnels held thee as itschoicel
treafure’! © man, man! falfe deceitful man!
—But believe me, Méria, from my foul i

P,ardo.ﬁ
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};af:lon ﬂ:je ungrateful wanderer, and do moft”
fervently pray, that he may never feel thofe
pangs of unrequited love, which at this mo-
ment rend the bredft of your friend !;May
the fair, whoe’er fhe be, return his love
wifh warmth equal to his own; and may his
heart never know a forrow, nor his eyes
witnels a {cene of woe; 'buz may - the rem-
nant of his days be oneuninterrupted calm
of felieity !

You will imagine, ‘my* deareft girl, this
'me]anchol-;;ﬁraein ill fuited to one, ‘who will
‘in a few hours be called upon to mix in all
the merriment of pleafure!—True, it is m;t;
but there is no firuggling againft nature ; and
I feel a fweet alleviation in my diftrefs, by
imparting the feelings of my mind to the
bofom of a fincere friend !—Truft me, I look
back with the war.rﬁeﬁ gratitude to Heaven,

> who
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‘who providentially 'infpired my deareft Ma-
‘ria, with fo refined a friendfhip for her
Louifa; and at a time too when the world in
general would not have‘viewed me in the

moft deferving light. The malk of coque-

. try fhaded ip® thofe days (though I believe

but imperfeétly,) the workings of an agoniz«
ed heart! ——Your compaffion, my {weet
friend, led you to put the mildeft conftruc
tion upon my aflions ; and I might have fii}}
hurried blindly on, in the road my youth had
chalked out, but for‘that ume]y and fenfible
letter of your excellent miathér.—To ther
then, how greatly am 1 obligated ?>—Would
it were in my power to give more conving-
ing proofs of the fincerity of my eftcem and
_affe&ion to you both, than by mere words.
Profeflions are too commonly ufed in the
world, for the worft*and bafeft of I‘Jurpoff:S,
to allow people of fagatity to place much

depen-
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;e“ﬁendence on them ; it would therefore be
paying you but an ill complimefxt to ufe them
upon this occafion ; for certain it is, that
where’-the heart feels much, little can be‘ cx;
prefféd by the tongue. Iiowever, I muft
here break oFf,"or by indulging my ferib-
bling vein, I fhall forget what is due to po-

litenefs, and keep my aunt and coufin wait=

ing ; but on my return, if not too much fa-

s

fon!—My eyes could hot deceive me!
O! my friend! my joy is too big for ut.
terance '—To find him, the yéuth of my
tendereft aﬁ’e&i‘on,__true, faithful as the
turtle to its n‘late,fs- more than my fanguine

wifhes



wifhes ever exp‘e&e(;i. Did I, my friend,
ever, to you, reprefent him as falfe, perfi-

‘dious and inconftant?

Yes ! too fure I

did ;—but now, O, Maria! I repeal the un-

juft epithets.—He is all conftancy, all!—in
fhort, he is every thing my fond foolifh

heart could wifa.

- But you “fand amazed !—True, you are ‘
- ignorant by wha: means this happy tranf-
porting metamorphofis was brought about.
But I will, if my excefs of joy will permit,

acquaint you with the animating particulars,

I think I broke off in order to prepare
myfelf to attend my aunt to the Dutchels
D’Arembourg’s mafked ball. Well then,
my friend, Qvith a h=art little calculated to
join in the mirth of the =vening, I fat down
under the frizeur’s hands, who, after keep-

; ing
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in??ﬁé three hours under his tormenting
fingers, he bowed, affuring me it was im-
poflible to refift my appearance; for that I
fhould certainly do more execution than all
the ladies in the;room; and withdrew.  Had
one of the gentlemen of the comb in :Eng-
Jand made the like fpeech, he would never
have been admitted a fecond time within the
dbors, but here every thi?)g is different; and
:u(’com familiarizes us to circumftances and
modes, though ever fo,unreafonable.
\l’

I am convinced you will excufe my give
ing you a defcription of the rooms and conw
pany, when I tell you my thdughts are at
prefent too much o::cupied with another
more interefting theme than ornamental
walls, chandeliers, and wariegated lamps; and
ind¢¢d, I fear, you, will fcarcely be able
to decypher this Tcrawl, my hand is in fo

> great

2
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great a tremor, -and ;ny heart fo lighy";"ivm 1
deed, to ufe an- expreflion of Shakefpear’s,
% My bofom’slord fits lightly on its throne.”
But to proceed, without keeping the filer
of my heart in further: fufpence; whofe tens
der affettion fér her Louifa will, I know,
participate in her blifs as fhe has already
done in her affliction : ' :
The tremendous bufinefs of the toilet was
no fooner difpatched, and the zompliments ;
wh_i;h my drefs extralted from our - party
cver, than we fet off in the Marchionefs of
Lofrer’s carriage, accompanied by Mr. Wil
mot. On our entrance into the apartment,
we beheld the Dutchefs feated beneath a ca-
h_opy of blue velves, ‘richly emboffed with
gold and filver, divers celoured ftones, foils, ;
&c. &c. upon a feat: of burnithed gold,
. raifed
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ra.iﬁ confiderably above the floor; at hey
feet knelt too little children of moft wonder-
ful bea{ny e~ The one reprefenting Cupid ;
his, bow flung over his thoulder,gwith ar-
rows in his hand ;—the othe;‘ Hymen; hold-
ing a lighted torch.  The Dutchefs hérfelf',
moft magnificently attired in,a fancy habit,
fat unmafked to receive the compliments of
the cofmpany as they entered ; “and ‘really
lovked moﬁ'divin)ely beautiful. —Every per-
fon as’ they advanced to the throne flipped
afide their ma;ﬂ{'s, but <;n ;etiring inftantly
tefumed them.. The glare of lights, the va-
riety of figures which firuck my view on my.
entrance, and the amazing notice which my
drefs attraéted, abafhed the prodigioufly; and
I' was fome moments before I could fuffici-
ently recover my prefericé G watnae go
up, and pay the proper refpect due to the
' dlegant entertainer. ° However, I came off

- better

?

2
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better than I could expeét; alﬁ'd trulx-res

joiced was I, when that piece of\ceremony'
was ended. ;
: . S ; «

. My mind not being in the moft compofed

and tranquil ftate, I had Igoﬁtively refufed

to join in the dance; and Mr. Wilmot, from
politenefs, did the fame; déclaring, fince his
Sultana would not grace the room with her
inimitable {kill -in dancixpg; he could nt
poffibly think of uomg aught elfe, but fok
lowing her example My aunt, . being a pal
fionate admirer of that exer.cxfe, foon en-
_gaged, as alfo my coufin, with the motley
crew.—The Marchionefs being fatigued fat
down, requeﬁmg wt would not forego -the
pleafure of viewing the company out of
complacency to her, but continue our pro:
menade ; which, after much perfuafion, W¢
did. While I was Lhus.ﬂrollmg, 1 could n¢t

. help

b Y
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he%@\noticing to my companion a venerable

-figure of a hermit who followed us where-

’ ever we went, This drew fome elaborate
compliments from‘my Sultan, ivh_o {fuppof-
ed, no doubt, that it was aéually neceflary,
for the better quppont of his charater, to
affume all the amorous gallaptry of a Turk;
and accordingly began to make a moft won-
derful declaration of aeviolentrand lafting
love ; in the midft of which, a prodigious
crowd paffing to behold an allemande which
was then gging to be "extibited betweena
Friar and a f\Tun, {eparated us in an inftant.
—While I fiood gazing.about, in otder#tg
fee if I could difcover Mr. Wilmot, the
kermit, who had before attratted my atten-
tion, approached me.—But now, my dear
Maria, to prevent, fays he, and’fays I, take
it in dialogue, ¢ »

Dy

Her,
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Her. Tell me, daughter of Eve, whaﬁou
with fuch apparent folicitude feekeﬁ why
thy eyes thus wander from place to place?

Sullana. 1 {'eelx, reverend father, my Lord,
whom in tifis crowd I have juft loft; canft
thou, I pray yoa, direét me which courfe he
took ? ' :

Her. Alas! my dear daughter, I fedt
thou art in fearch of‘Vanity and Fo’lly‘;——if
{fo, follow my ﬁéps, and T wilb thew thee
thy idci. 7

L4
o

Struck . with the oddity of his ad-
drefs, I did as he d&fired; not in the leaft

apprehendma danger, when, entering ano-

ther room, “he took, my hand, and leading

me to a glafs, continued thus:—
e

Her.
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K, View well that figure ; fec there the

‘bane of thy fex, and curle of ours.

Y

P . 5 o7
Sult. You talk, holy fage, as one who had
?
received fome recent wound, which the le-
nient hand of time had not as_yet healed.—

But wherefore judge thus harfhly of all ?

Her. Yes, daughter; you have, indeed,
divined a-right.—I now fmart under the
wrongs infliCted by one not lefs lovely than
| thyfelf; one at whofe blrth the Graces all
prefided, and I had hoped; falfe deluﬁyf
hope ! delicacy, and honour alfo.—But in a
fatal moment a cruel {poiler came; in an
unhappy period, the votary of virtue quitted
her habitation, and left it defencelefs, ex-
pofed to the invader’s artg.-—_—Vicé’prevailed :
and virtue, the pride of the female world,

Vo, I, D © was
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was bam{hﬁd —She fell.—Ever ﬁnce “Bave
lived a curfe and burthen ta myfelf

Sult. Fatherymy pity and my prayers fhall
be offered up for your returning peace.—
But if yoﬁ complain of my fex, I have not

- lefs reafon to €omplain of your’s.

Her. A namé but the wretch who fhall
dare to offer aa injury to thee, that I;)}'
quick fword may find him out, and do thet
ample juftice. , P

Sult. Hold, reverend man; this language
ill fuits the holy garb thou weareft. But
the mention of thy faithlels miftrefs has dr-
ven from thy mind, what thou oweft to thy
felf and to! thy maker. But, prithee, help
me to feek my company ; they will be fur-

prfzed at my abfence.

A Hers
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Hor. Pardon me, fair daughter,\if my
‘zeal toderve opprefled merit, hurried me to
 aforgetfulnefs of what I am ;—but, tell me,
child, didft thou ever experiénce love? and

did the objeét of thy affetions prove falfe
too ? :

Sult. Yes!—too fure he did ’-—-Flrﬁ d1d
be gain my virgin heart then left me a

prey to dlfappoxnted love!

Her. AlaSt fair maid, thou then haft
known thy forrows. But as we proceed ®

feek your party, permit me to relate a ftory-

to you.

Not long fince I met a youth,
bent down, feemingly, with fome woeful
talamity ; and as my holy office seaches me
to minifter balm to the*afflited, I prayed
him to reveal to me the ftory of his woes;—
which having done, I learned that he, like
oy myfelf,
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myfelf, mourned a falfe fair one 1—T took

him to my mofly cave, procured him what
my fcanty cell afforded =—In token of a fin-
cere eftcem, tlﬁs ‘ring he beftowed upon ‘me

with his parting breath.” ¢
e L

- © .
O, Maria! what was my aftonifhment to

behold the identical ring, I bad, in parting

e

given to my deareft Charles !—The idea
his death was too much I—it ftruck a panit
to my very foul }—Tt was more than I could
fupport !—I fcreamed and falnted.  For-
" fhnately we were in a pi€ture gallery, which
- led to fome of the apartmients; and were
therefore, unobferved: On;my revival, |
found myfelf {fupported in the loved arms ol
my Waldgon ; for it was he.—He was tht
hermit!—In his terror, at beholding the
fenfelefs condition his melancholy recitd

had reduced me to, his mafk had fallen off
= b )

[
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:.0' cried he, and am I then {till dear to
thy ;éfnerﬁbrarlce? Oh! Waldron, replied
'], endeavouring to difengage mylelf from
his arms, was it Louifa you meant to paint in
fuch falfe colours >—Thouglteft thou to veil
thy own perfidy and ingratitude, by mifre-
prefenting me ?P—was that well dotie ?

. Here, my friend, an explanation enfued ;
‘and he revealed a ﬁory'to my ears which
mﬁﬁ have been the invention of fome fiend,
a foe to my repofe, a fog to love, and a foe
| to humanity <,
&
To exprefs to you, Maria, the various
'paflions which 'wltated my breaft, at the re=

lation of thefe cruel pamculal s, 18 1mpofﬁble.

=

e ; @ :
* Here Mifs Cavendifh relates the particulars men-
tioned to Mr, Sedley by Sis C. Bentinek,—See letter the
XXXii,

D3 ’ My
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~ My pride, my feclings were feverely yor-

tified at the humiliating and degraded light
in which I muft have appeared in the eyes
of the man, whofe good opinion I prized
far above all eatthly treafure, :
. ¢
1 burft into a flood of tears, which greatly
reliev ed my over-charged heart.—When [
had aaam recovered the power of fpeech I
 addrefled him in Tic following words -—-10
pretend, Mr. Waldron, to difguife my fen-
timents in your favour, after the convine
ing probfs I fo often have giveh you of the
fincerity of my attachment, would not only
be mean and defpicable, but unworthy the
ingenuous blood from whence I fprang: Bu
alas! Sir, the knowledge of my innocence
now comes too late! your fatal credulity
has deftroyed, noteonly your own peacs
but mine alfo ; though, I confefs, we were
both
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both too eafily deceived by appearances.—
But fuch an impeachment on my honour
‘has been the fevereft firoke of wayward for-
tine I ever exi)crienced. It banifhes all
hdpes of happinefs for ever from m\y breaft,

folong as this heart fhall continue to beat

—

refponfive to the voice of love.
Your’s I never can, or will be, while the
fmalleft doubt remains uncleared of my ins
_ppcence:—circumﬁances were )too vifibly
againft me to permit my ever receiving your
hand, until it fhall pleafe Heaven to unra-
vel this fhocking myftery, and wipe off the
flain thrown upon my, till then, fpotlefs
name. Urge me not, therefore, thou ftill
too tenderly beloved, to revoke my deter-
mination. It fs ﬁxed‘; no -power on earth

- can alter it ; but of this affure yourfelf, that
hand which I of neceffity muft refufe to you,

- thall never be givsn to another. I will
D 4 quickly
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quickly return to Devonthire, and tr, to
difcover thefe enemies to my repofe. The
truth muft fooner or later be brought o

_light. In the mean time, fuffer us to remain
as ftrangers. This is a requeft, which, if
you have the proper and delicate affeétion
for me I could with, you will not deny me;
it is the only ';;roof I demand of the fince-

rity of your regard.

O, Maria! had you beheld him at that

* moment ;—he ftood like one petrified ; I
continued, takisg his hand— VVfly, Charles,
do you not anfwer me >—is your love of
too weak a nature to out-live a temporary
reparation ?—"Tis true, fhould fortune difap-
point my endeavours of fifting out the par-
ticulars of this wicked afperfion, and the
author of that malicious letter addrefled to
you under the guife offriendfhip, e, in
this
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:his world, can never be united; yet, my
Chﬁés, fhall we meet on thofe regions of
.pure delight, where no dark clouds can in-
tervene to deftroy our felicity.”

« O, my Lopifa! and have I found you
thus '—have I then found you fpotlefs, un-
ftained by guilt, lon]y to make the curfe of
parting ftill more agonizing | —Hear me, my
love |—my life !—cried ‘be, thr8wing him-
felf at my feet, and wildly feizing my hand ;
Oh! in pity to my tprturés, recall your
cruel wordaz—O do not drive me to diftrac-

. tion ! Could you be fenfible of the
thoufandth part of my fufferings, your gel'1-
tle nature could not furely be proof againft

the tears and prayers ‘of the tendereft love

that ever agitated the bofom of man.—My

Louifa |—-My wife l—-My deartft life!—-
e 2

D 5 com-=

L)
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compaffionate the pangs that rend my_}lif-’
tratted breaft.” : 5
‘Charles, why fhould you with me to‘gra'nt
what would embitter my future life, and de.
bafe me in my own opinion ® I never could
* experience perfe& tranquillity, while I
thought you harboured the moft diftant faf-
picion derogatory to my honour —My love,
believe rne,k is of too delicate and refined 2
nature, to be fatisfied under fo unpromifing
a cloud.—Your’s, I* had ‘ﬂattere»d myfelf,
would have been the fame; but‘T fee I am

deceived I—Enough has paffed, and it is

‘time I tear myfelf from a man whofe re-
gard is of too felfith a natufe to merit any
further notice from the injured daughter of
: Captain Cavendith !—Farewell, Sir! and
affure yourfelf my Withes and orifons fhall

a0 ever
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ever be for your profperity and héppinefs,
in th‘is and in the world to come !”

. So faying I arofe to depart, and had juft
reached the door‘ nearly overcome by the
firuggles of my tendernefs, When a deep
groan caufed me to turn my head !—In an
inftant I forgot my refolution of flying, and
ran to fupport the breathlefs youth!—For-
sunately, my friend, I had no witnefs to my
weaknefs I—I bluth even to acknowledge it
on paper {0 you, mym amiable companion!

. but as I have promifed to concgal no part of
my condudt, I will freely confels, that, un-
mindful of female modefty, I endeavoured

' to recal his flecting life l—a thoufand times
I prefled his hand |—a thoufand times called
upon his name! and, in fhort, "was, in my
turn, nearly reduced to as deplorable a con-

In the mldﬁ of this homd fcene
D6 Mrs.

dition !

3
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Mr. Wilmot entered ; this was a fortungtc
circumf{tante.—I had fufficient prefence of
mind to beg him to hafte and procure fome
drops, which he immediately did, without,
alarming the reft of the company As foon
as 1 had difcovered returning hfe to fluth'in
his cheeks, I thought it moft prudent to pre-;
vent us both the pangs of a formal adieu, to
quit the galkry, which I did, firenuoufly:
recommending him to the care of Mr. Wil-?

mot.

On my departure I met a dom‘eﬁlc, when |
defcrlbmg my aunt, I defired he would go
and condu& her to me.—When fhe came
I‘, as well as my diftrefled mind would
admit, related to her the piercing particu-
lars.—Though my heart was confiderably
eafed, by the affurance of the flability of his

attach—
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atachment, I,need not tell you, that after the
fcene in which I had juft been performing,-
1 felt myfelf in no fituation to return among
the joyful throng; but retired inftantly to
~our lodgings, where the different fenfations
which tempeih;ouﬂy occupied my breaft, pre-
vented me from receiving thg balmy afliftance
of Morpheus.—Soon after, Mr. Wilmot re-
turned with the pleafing intellizence of Sir
Charles Bentinck’s perfeét recovery, which
némé, I find Waldron has taken, with a large
acquifition of wealth adevolving to him with
it; but as my fingers are now fo crarnped
that with difficulty I am able to hold my pen,
I fhall with you a good night, or rather morn-
ing ; for my watch informs me it is paft four
o'clock, and feek to reft my weary limbs.—
Before this, I hope the god of fleep has clofed
the eyes of my belovcd Charles, and loft his

i fenfes
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ey

fenfes in a pleafing forgetfulnefs of eyery: |
care.—! fhall fend eérly in the morning to

. - v |
know how he refted ; in the mean time 1 re<
v

main, comparatively fpeaking,
b ¥

&

Your happy

Lovisa CAVENDISH,

1LET-



" Mifs BrupneL to Mife CavEnpIsn,
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3

[ In dnfwer to Letter xxxv1. ]

Brudnel Place.

3

I THANK you, my deareft Louifa, for
the defcription of your beautiful drefs, cons

tained in your letter of the , and lohg

to hear further of your agreeable Mr. Wil
mot. I wifh, my dear, that this pleafing
man, may be the fortunate means of driving
from your breaft the loved injage of your
Charles!—But I know my fweet girl will be
difpleafed.at the bare fuppoﬁtion.-—F orgive

me,

3
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me, then; and left my pen {hc;uld ‘inadver-

tently drop the hopes of its miftrefs, I will
quit the dangerous topic,‘ for one lefsinte-
refting.

The date of this muft already have ac-
quainted you with my arrival among ﬂlady-
groves, purling fireams, and flowery vallies.
: -—Thank'Heaven, my friend, I have bid
adieu, and aLlong one I truft, to the fmoke
of London !—It is impoffible to tell you
how fweetly I flept the firft night of my re-
turn to this loved manfion of my: anceftors,
with what pleafure I viewed again the faces
of our old and faithful domeflics I—O, Lou-
ifa! I would not for the world’s wealth bave
foregohe the inward fatisfaftion which fat
“triumphant ig my breaft, at that bleffed mo-
ment —My revered®parent fhed tears of

joy on welcoming me back to this dear feat

of
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of my nétivity! and as to myfelf, I regreted
only the abfence of my charming friend.—
Had you been my companion, my happinefs
would then have been compleat ; but regret
and repining were fruitlefs ,. ‘and I refolved
to comfort my;felf as-well as+I could, by
feizing every opportunity of converfing with
my Louifa on paper, and acquainting her
with all the adventures that fhould fall within
my knowledge. =

By the b}’e—on my journey hither, a cu-
rious chara&er fell in my way, at an inn
upon the road, where we had dined.—At
the moment we were going to depart, our
landlord entered to requeft that if we under-
ftood either Latin or Greek, we would in-
terpret what a gentleman in the next room
faid; for that they could not comprehend
bis meaning,— {*at firlt thought he was

fpeaking
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fpeaking French, cried he, and my cook
being a foreigner, I {ent him in, but he could
not make out what he meant, more thah my-
felf; fo, ladies, I fhould be greaty ob]ig\e)d
to you, if you would be kind e}xough to ac-
company me, and endeavour‘to learn what
he wifhes to fay.”—Neither my r;xcther nor
myfelf, you may be affured, knew any thing
of the dead languages. However, my cus
riofity being greatly cxcited by this firange
account, I requefted my mother to permit
me to vifit along with her, this _wonderful
perfon, which the, kindly indulgent to the
defires of her Maria, agreed to.—Accord
ingly we followed our hoft, who foon con-
dufted us to the apartment of this learned
man.—But, my dear Louifa, what was my
mother’s aftonifhment to behold in this in-
comprehenfible gemfeman, the apothecary

< Bléls me, Mr. Bolus,
cried

of our village!
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‘cried my mother, is it you !—in the name of
fortune, what is the reafon that’the good
people of this houfe cannot underftand your
defires? “ Upon my foul, Madam, returned
»h‘e, with a look of importdnce, it is a d—d
thing that thefe fellows are unable to digeft
their own lingo !—1I told the waiter before,
and 1 again repeat it,—If my quadruped
has put a period to his provender, to capa-
At the

conclufion of this elaborate fentence, I could

fifon him and produce him!”

not contain myfelf, but burft into a violent
fit of laughiter, notwithftanding the exprefs
prohibition of the late Lord Chefterfield ;
even my mother could not forbear fmiling;
however fhe immediately recolletted herfelf,
and explained to our wonder-ftruck hoft, the
words of this fon of Afculapias.—It feems
he is celebrated for this out-of-the-way and

uncommon mode Gf expreffion !—My mo-

ther
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ther tells me, ¢ That being one day much
indifpofed, with a pain in her ftomach; fhe
fent for this fame pedantic Mr. Bolus, ewho, *
after the ufual ceremony of feeling the pulfe,

: Al L
examining the tofigue, and a numerous ftring

. of unimportant queﬁions,;\(erygl_'avely defired
her  to take a bolfter, of rixg, dipt in the apo-
“zem, whichhe fhould fend, and apply it warm
to the regions of the heart!”—But no doubt |
you are by ‘this time heartily tired of the
infipid company of this trebly refined fatire
upon all learning ; I fhall therefore ceale to
trouble you with any more of his ftudied
eloguence, but content myfelf with fimply
affuring you, my felicity will be incomplete,

until the withed-for prefence of my friend.

. My dear mama commands me to tell you,

that the undeferved cémpliments you fo ob-
igingly beftowed upon ker in your lettery
attually
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a&ually brought her own demeritsin fuchcon-
: fpi‘cucus colours to her mind, that fhe ftrong-
ly felt how very imperfeét fhe is to what fhe
"ohght to be ; but defires I will alfo fay every
thing tender und affe@ionate on her part,
and that you will believe you poffefs her
warmeft gaod withes for the return of peacé/
and happinefs to your mind, in which fhe is

¥

moft fervently joined by
Your fincerg friend,

-®

MARIA BRUDN;:’L.

1. ET-
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EpwiNn Cavenpisu to Sir CHARLES

<

BENTINCK. °

(4

. Bru/fels.
S 3K .
OPPRESSED with a fenfe of your gene:
nerous and ndble conduét to myfelf and un-
happy family the other day, when your hu-
manity led you to vifit fo unfortunate a fet
of beings, I take up my pen, tho’ at alofs
in what words to addrefs you.—I am con-
vinced youg defire of the ftanzas \vé.s only a

~ plea to adminifter felief to the neceffitous;
but as I wifth not in the {malleft point t0
countera& your gommands, I have inclofed.

: the

«
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the lires ; and any alterations you may think
.propeg, “to make, I fhall be proud to ac-

quicfce in.

To tell you, »Sir, what my fenfations were
on your departure, is what I havé‘inclilnation,
but not power to do!—The noble giver’s
mode of beftowing his liberality, far exceed-
ed the gift; and, notwithftanding my early
iﬁtimacy with forrow, never did I experience
more fully my mortifying and humiliated
fituation, than when I refleéted at what a
diftance it threw me from a more near ac-
quaintance with fo great an ornament to h’u-

‘manity !—At fourteen years of age I firft
beganrto be fenfible to the barbed*arrows
of adverfity, from which fatal period happi-
nefs and myfelf have hed little i)ntercou-rfe.
But I will not, Sir, wound your foft and

: philanthro-
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' On Mifs

- By an Admirer.

©

[ Enclofed in the foregoing Letter. ]

)

.7 '
TELL me no more of ﬂ}ephlérd maids,
Beheld in fields or groves ;

My mufe detefls the fing-fong fhades,,
Of hackney’d poets’ loves)

II.

With or_hsr')ﬁrains I wait the day,
That leads to facred ground ;

And blefs that {un’s returning ray,
That brings the Sabbath round :

m.

-

Like fome cold urn in Egypt’s plain,
‘Where hearts of monarchs reft ; 3
A calm recefs for lovers {lain,

Is fair Serina’s breaft !

Vor. 11, E 1V. Her
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Her eyes, with no immodeft lure,

Attra& the jemmy fpark; b
Nor on one objett gaze demure,

Except the parifh clerk!

V. o
Should at her feet, in Sunday cloaths,
Urmumber‘d ftriplings fall ;
Serina’s heart no pity knows,
Becaufe they’re finners all.

: VL
Sha’n’t bards, with dew—bcfprix;.kl’d rhyme,
Outvie the labouring bee ;
#And weeping !oves ere&t, in time,
A pyramid to thee ? e0

P F eV

No copids near this facred ground,
Their darts and quivers fhow ;

Save from the marble mirror round, &
A cherob weeps his woe!

VIII.

Within the organs coltain’d rim,
"The quiv’ring notes they man ;

And oft, unfeen, the idlérs fkim,
Along Serina’s fan.
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i&t times conceal’d by Pagan laws,

s They warm the wint'ry air;

She wields her fan, untucks her gauze, )
But {ee, there’s nothing there !

X

.’ .
But oft at fetmon’s tedious time, »
To her blue eyes they creep,

And hufhing organ, lyre, and rhyme,
Like Aldermen thep fleep!

XI. ’

See where the loves, with pointed darts,
Incarnadine the ground;

And throw, for this fiveet queen of heatts,
Tﬁhi bloody gauntlet round !

XII.

Now here and there they lightly trip,
Like many a fairy band;

One little tyrant claims her lip,
One paints her lily hand.

XIII.
One round her neck is }ull'd to re?l',
Like Hope on Heav'n reclin’d;
One feems to paint ’fercnely bleft
Her meek and modeft mind,

E 2 X1V, If
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X1V,
If from that clear unrufi’d fource,
Of each pure azure eye ;

Qur bofoms feel her poifon’d force,
*Tis ten to one we die!

XV.
For tho’ each.foft-and am’rous gulf
Implores returning breath;
The little loves, with quivers full,
Shoot Hymen’s felf to death!

¢ XVL

When Day’s great king deferts the fkies,
And Cynthian queens retire;

A fpark from foft Serina’s eyes,
Shall fet the Mufe on fire! _

ol

@

50 00
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Sir CuarrEs BENTINCEK to Mils

o
CAVENDISH. »

Bru/fels.
s

W ONDER-working Providenc: l—who
fhall dare attempt to divine thy ways !

Prefumptggus mortals ! leave thy vain re-
{earches, and wait with due fubmiffion the all-
wife defigns!—Read, O my adored Louifa!
the inclofed letter, and with me blefs that
great Omnipotent Power, who has in fo un-
expetted a moment reftored at once a bro-
ther to my love, and a loft friend to his Ben-
tinck !
did this epiftle prove to the wounded breaft

E g i of

O my f{weet girl! what a cordial
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« "Thank HeaVeJ), I

cried, this lbhg-lamented relative may chance

of your Charles!

to be a fuccefsful pleader in behalf of my
fuit !—Surely (he will not refufe to hearken
to the voice of onefo dear, fo much regreted;
and fo late reftored !

I long, my fweet maid, to hear the flory
of his griefs; and, believe me, nought de-
tains me from the delightful tafk of unfold-
ring to him my name, “and»reﬁoring him 'to
that affluence he was born to inherjt, but the
hope of adding to the felicity of rﬁy angelié

gitl; by this joyful intelligence !

Will you hot then, my lovely Louifa, per-
mit me to prefent this new-found relation to
your arms this aﬁemoon ?—Sure my deareft
life will not deny her C harles this fmall fatis-
faftion !—But ah ! what ‘have I not to fear

from
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from that inflexible virtue, when you could,
with that degree of ftoici{m, abandon me to
all the poignancy of repentance, and leave
me fenfelefs to a firanger’s care | —Was that
the boafted tendernefs of love >—But par-
don me I—MY bale fufpicions, which could
wrong the matchlefs purity of Heaven, me-
rited a no lefs rigorous chaftifement I—For-
give, too, my. angel, your Bentinck, who
, thus delays that joyful inform_ait%n contained
herein, to indulge in the overflowings of his
fond and faithful heart !'—Need I again

affure my°beauteous maid, how much I am

Her devoted admirer,

CHARLES BENTINCK ?

L

o B fy LET-



{ 8 )

“y

LETTER Il

Mifs TeoMersoN to SirrCHARLxs

‘BENTINCEK,

(8

Bruffdls

S'1Rs
5 .
B Y command of my mother, I take up
'my pen to acquaint you with a circumftance
not lefs furprifing to us, than it “will be to

the 2ars of a lover.

Your Iet.ter I here take the liberty of en-
clofing, as the lady to whom it was addreffed
is now no longer under the prote&io;l of this
roof I—In compaffion‘to the feelings of fo
fincere an affeion as your’s, I, with the

deepeft
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deepeft relu&ance, find mylelf compelled to

enter upon the terrifying particulars.

Believe me, Sir, I moft truly lament the
fatal errors of my coufin ; I have myfelf]
woefully experienced the agonizing pangs
that rack the bofom dethroned of inno-
cence, and can fympathize in the torture my
unhappy coufin will endure, when the deli-
rium of paffion has fubfided, and? given way

to cooler reflettion !

This préface will, I am fenfible, Rartle
and aftonifh you; but it muft alfo prééa.re
your mind for the wounding intelligence !—
therefore compofe yourfelf, Sir.— Teach
your heart to bear the moft cruel difappoint-
Louifa has abfconded)!

blood thrills with horro?!—1I know it muft !

ment ! Your

—I judge of your fenfations by my own,
E ;5 and
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and have endeavoured to lead to the melan. |
choly truth, in as delicate a way as mey poor
abilities would pefmit.——lt is now" three
days fince that ill-advifed girl, under pre.
,tence of making a vifit to the Marchioneh
of Lofrier, guitted our Iodgi%gs.—To paint
_Sir, our diftraétion, on her not returning at
night, as fhe propofed, is impoffible ; for}
we had fent to that lady, and were affured
fhe had not even called there!—We bhaye

ufed every means in our power to trace out

the place of her concealment, but to mo
effe€t. She had acquainted my“mother of
the eclairciffement which had taken plac
between yourlelf and her, and we wer
making every preparation for our return (0
England, in order ‘to difcover, if-poffible
the rufﬁanséwho fo bafely ftabbed her peace.
«

Pardon me, Sir, when I tell you, that o

her firft being miffed, our doubts fell upon

: ; you
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you!—We began to.imagine, urged by the
violnce of your love, you had conveyed
her away, in hopes of prevailing on her to
confent to your union; but, on_enquiry,
finding you was flill in your old I/Jlace of
abode, we but too dreadfully foreboded the
f26t '—For it isnot in nature to fuppofe, had
fhe b%.en taken off againft her own confent,
but that fhe would have feized fome oppor-
tunity either of elcaping or informing her
Thus, Sir, have

friends of her fituation.
I briefly related to you this fhocking circum-
flance ; and that Providence may enable you

to bear againft fo fevere an affliétion, is the

5

prayer of,
Sir, your friend and welwither,
=

though greatly diftrefled

CuHXRLOTTE THOMPSON.

ES LET-
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Sir CuarrEs BenTinck to EbpwArp:

~

SeprEy, Efg. 2

Brufils

]j AREWELL to happinefs?!

content! - : )

Farewell .

¢« O Nature! what hadft thou to do in hell,

¢ When thou didft bower the fpirit of a fiend

¢ In mortal paradife of fuch fweet fleth?

¢ O that 'deceit fhould dwell in fuch a gorgeous

< palace!” SHAKESPEAR.
Help me, my friend, to curfe the whole

perfidious fex | —Truft me their very fmiles
are lurking adders!—their words poifoned
honey |—Their carefs |—O my head ! my

heart !

Edward, this double difappoint-
¥ ment
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ment will fend me to an untimely grave !—
but when I am no more, fee, as the laft kind
office,, that my unfortunate heart be fepa-
rated from this piece of clay!—Embalm it
ina filver urn !—Seek out this earth-tread-
ing ftar ;—prefent it toher as the laft folemn
token the will ever receive of the fincereft
and pureft love that ever animated the foul

of man ! Should fome precious drops

in foft remembrance of my long-tried truth,

warm the fenfelefs urn, it will foothe my

penfive ghoft, and calm my hovering fhade !
%92

O my Sedley! the bare idea, in a great

meafure, divefts the grave of half its h<;r-

rors |-—Perdition feize the villain, who, with

bafe infinuating fpeech, feduced her youth-

Heavens! could I. but difco-
ver this fiend of: darknefs, that iJmight glut
my vengeance in the monfter’s blood!
: . ABuE;

ful ears!
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But, alas! I rave l—would my nature endure;
the thought of injuring him, however vl
who is prote@ted by the love of Louifa Ca
vendifh '—O no! forbid it tendernefs l—
Heaven is my witnefs, that for her 'repo‘feI
would facrifice my heart’s dearcft blood!-
Yes, Sedley, I had fondly painted the ex
quifite delight that would animate thofe love
ly exprefive orbs of light, when I fhoul
prefent her long-loft brother to her armS'
—but, O Edward ! in pity to my fuﬂ"ermgs, :
fpare me the recital of this wounding d1fap~
pointment, by perufing the enelofed fron
her coufin, Mifs Thompfon; fince the r
c}:ipt of which curfed intelligence, my mint
has been in fuch a ftate of diftrattion, ast
put it out'of my power to difcover myfelf®
her unfortunate brother; and indeed I
tremble at the moxtifying tale I muft necd

relate.—Unhappy man! marked, I fet
v thou
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haft been, for the fhafts of adverfity.—This,
if T tniftake not thy charater, will be the
fevereft mifery thou haft ever yet expe-
rienced ; alas! fo it has proved to the breaft

" of Bentinck!

3
o

But I cannot, dare not, truft myfelf longer
with this piercing theme! Would to Heaven
you were near; from your kind friendfhip I
JIoight hopé for comfort ; but even that con-
{olation curfed fortune has denied me I —My
head grows worfe ; my eyes are {o dim that
I am ablé Wwith difficulty to diftinguifh my
own charaGters ; fuffer me therefore, 'thile
firength is left, to aflure you once‘more,

and perhaps for the laft time, how truly I am,

Your fincere, tho’ diftrafted friend,

1)

CuAarLES BENTINCK.

LK T-
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Mr. WoorerToN to Mils¢TrompsoN,

: , Spa.

YOU wili, no doubt, Charlotte, be afto-
nifhed at the receipt of a letter inftead d
my prefence.-——Bu.t I have taken the mof
effe€tual method to make, not only my own
fortune, but your’s alfo, provided you con-
duf} yourfelf with common prudence. Your
hufband, I never, in reality, defigned to be.
—For aﬂ‘urf:‘ yourfelf of this one ferious
fé&, that no man, however libertiné he may

be in his principle, will unite himfelf to 2

. female debauchee.

The
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The moment I beheld your coufin, my
heart acknowledged the influence of her
charms, and the refiftlefs force of virtue ;—
and had not that confummate vanity of which
you are mi{’ujefs,g blinded YOur penetration,
you muft foon have difcovered the dange-
rous rival you had in the fair Louifa,—How-
ever, I will, if you do not by ill-timed ma-
lice fruftrate my good intention towards you,
fiif continue to grant you my protetion.
~—Your coufin, I fear, cannot be kept long
inignoranceho_"f our connexion ; as the name
I have aﬂux;xed, muft, in a fhort time, be
wrefted from me.—However, much in thid
cafe depends on your prudence ; and affure
yourfelf it is ftill in your power to keep the
friendthip of .
TromAs Woc;x,m'ron.

)

SLEET-
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Mifs TrompsoN to Mr. WooLERTON.

«

Brufih

CURSED be thy falfe and fafcinaty
tongue, and doubly curfed thy bale a

=

treacherous heart! O! for a curfe heay
e e
enough to crufh thy very life, thou monftd

of ingratitude !—No, wretch! I fcorn

==

friendfhip and protettion ; neither will th
injured Charlotte accept. Never will Ib
indebted to thy pity ; thou haft flighted 1
love, and my hate fhall purfue thee t0 te
utmoft corner of the globe. I will difcove

thy place of concealinent, and make 2 full
" difcover
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| difcovery of thy accurfed nature to thy mi-
# nion. Thou fhalt live the fcorn of my fex,

and the difgrace of thy own. Nay, the very
juftice of Heaven muft fhortly overtake
crimes like thine,, Alas, Iravel what have
Ior theé to do with Heaven ?—No, no!—
Hell will alone take cognizance of thy
crimes ; and in that fulphurous cave thou
wilt receive thy rewards, thou age-n-t of the
datined! My pulfe beats in union with my
heart. My eyes grow dim ; my head fwims;
Ican proceed no further. Ref, therefore,
In fecurity, until my frame fhall again be
re-animated with new ftrength and vigour,
to hurl thee topling down from the pinnacle

of thy imagindry blifs.

AFraZ .
CHARLQTTE THOMPSON.

LET-
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LETTER XLVIIE

Mr. WaoorErTOoN to Mifs Tromesow.

<

2 Spas

WEAK filly girl, thy threats I fcorns iy
boafts are vain. Before you can put ysi
revengeful {chemes into execution, e
lovely Louifa will be 1rrecovelably mincifg
and then I bid defiance to thee and all th
&gents, thou infernal. But rave on, Clﬂf@
on, thou canft not hurt me; for know, whit
I once dare do, I dare to juﬁify. Such;
 then, poor woman, is the fprite thou haft#

deal withf in

o

Taomas WoOLERTON

€
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U .
pwARD SEDLEY, Efg. to Sir CuarLEs

BENTINCEK,

AITH, Charles, I am at a lofs‘what to
y %0 thee; rthy laft epiftle breathed fo
uch the air of defpondency, that I au-
lly dread thy, committing fome rafh a&ion.
ow is it poffible that a man, endued with
our underftanding, tan give way, thus, to |

omanifh weaknefs ?

A boarding-fchool
lifs could not, in more forrowful terms,
ent the inconftancy of her firft love.—
hake off this gloomy fadnafs that hangs up-
0 thy foul ;. ro‘ufe'e'very fpark of marhood
thy compofition.  Call reafon, pride, felf-

love,

¢
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love, to thy affiftance; for Heaven's
: -

my friend, fhew fome fortitude,

I do allow thy fituation moft wounding
mortifying, and pity theegmore fince I har
experien‘céd myfelf, fome twitches of
fame paffionJove. But curfe me if e
fhould think of ordering my heart to be fe
rated from my breaft, to gratify the coneeh
ed vanity of any Lady-Bird in the uniye

It would ferve, indeed, as a mighty pref

o

teftimony to the power of hef fharms.
would, doubtlefs, place it in the moft @
3 fpicuous point of view in her drawing-1o%
and the delicate enﬁgmum of a lover’s mid' :
nefs would take a ftand, no doubt, in
mlddle of her mantle-piece; or probably’
honour %o the donor, the mlght order a
ver pedeftal to be made to fupport this L

vellous mark of teridernefs, and fix it
; . i 4 . h
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her parrot’s cage ; and Poll might, in com-
pliment to the Lady’s vanity, be taught to
jabber forth.

1B tinck !

Alasi poor Charles Ben-

’ Q
Upon my foul, I almoft blufh at t%y roman-
ticfolly. The mad-headéd Don Quixote could
{ have thought of no more. But to be ferious,
¥ my dear Bentinck, if my prefence’ can any
| ways alleviate your melantholy, command
me; and in lefs time than a woman will take
to make fools of half a dozen of us lords of
the creation, I will be with you, notwith-
| flanding 1 have juft difcovered, by all power-
fol bribery, the name and abode of my beau-
tiful Dulcinea. = But believe me, Charles,
thy unhappy fate almoft makes me forfwear
the whole fex ; and yet there is fuch a fweet
naiveté in the looks of my lovely girl, thatI
cannot, for the life of mey bring myfelf to

harbour
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harbour a thought to her dlfadvantage tho,
in good truth, they all poffefs fuch a damned
ftock of cunning, that a perfe& Ihrew i
appear as meek as a dove. .
@

However, if you do not command my at
tendance to the Emperor’s dominions, I
determined to purfue my pretty turtle; hu
not in the old John-Trot ftyle of prefenting

my rent-roll to the fair one; and on fy
knees entreating the fweet creature to accet
of handfome pin-money during my life-time;
or a good jointure after my body fhall be
food for worms. And for what ?>—Oh! for
- the mighty happinefs of being permitted the
title of her hufband ; and the favour of no¥
and then fleeping in the fame chamber: for
it would be a perfet rwaddle in the fafhion
able callendar, were married people not®

‘have feparate beds: “And to complete
plils
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blifs fhe might kindly, to immortalize my
name, afford me a pfecious opportunity of
commencing a fuit in Do&or’s Commons.—
‘No, no! none of théfe modern matches for
me :—Give me the girl who marries me from
~ fheer efteem and affeftion, who is willing to
endure all the viciffitudes of life with me;

—who like Belvidera fhall fay :

o)

© Tho’ the bare carth be all our refting place;
Iits roots our food, fome clift our habitation,

T'll make this arm a pillow for thy head, &c.

y

This is the only kind of marriage that can
make me happy ; and it is the only one I
will ever enter into. You will n':nurally afk,
how I mean, or think to deccives the real
flate of my miftrefs’s heart, befoge the prieft -

- has made us one! Tothat I anfwer, Time
will fhow :—And frqft me, fhe fhall not be
born of woman, who deceives me in this

Vers thg = e B particular ;
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particular :—therefore, let me hear‘/'you{
withes by the next poft. I long to know
more of the ftory of Mr. Cavendifh; and |

‘I hope I need not defire you to make ufe‘of
. my intereft in any way that unay be of. fer-‘
vice to that unfortunate man, Thine fine

cerely,

EDWARD SEDLEY

LET-
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Bruffels.
< 2 - .
AT length, infidious villain, I have dif-
covered thy lurking den. Thoughteft thou to
clude my _}uft revencre by keeping from my
.knowledﬂe thy place of abode p—Nc), no!
@ woman’s wrongs which called, thus Ioudl),
for vengeance, was not {o eafily thrown afide

by imaginary difficulties. Yes! thou Ppor
| mean defpicable monfter, now grown hate- ‘
ful to my recolle@ion !—I have taken the
| fureft way of returning’ the poifoned dart
thou haft levelled at @y peace. ‘Beforeiong
thou wilt, I truft, feel the dire effefts of
‘ i Rl my
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my vgnom.—O ! the deaf delight of g}ny
- appointment fills my agonized foul with rap-*
ture !—I breath again |—I feel returningj‘oﬁ.gv
fluth my cheeks!—Extatic thought I
thinks I behold the proud beauty fpurn thee
from her feet. She calls thee Woolerton;
—detefted name —Would that I had never
known it!——But the wifh is vain: Naor|
will I ﬁay to fay another word, but haftento
enjoy, uninterruptedly in idea, thy humi-
liating and defponding ftate, :

CHEARLOTTE T HOMERSON

LET



~ gic powers have robbed me of -

Bmﬁ:fs. A

ILASTED be thofe beautxeé whole ma-

hold! I w1ll not gratify thy pride, vain girl,

‘with a declaratxon of the -mortifying truvh».

—No ! Heaven be praifed, if I have loft my
peace; my“'happmefs,; thou enchantrefs art -
not lefs wretched.—And if thou fhould as
yet be ignorant of thevextent of thy woes,
learn them from me. O precioas thought !
—balmy cordial to my diftrated breaft ;—
Fh)( heart will fu{fer"pang for pang. ,‘ Did’ft
B thou

o But e
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“thou love Bentinck ?—So did I W
ton :-——Nay, ftart not !—-—-\Nc;'ol_ert(ﬁr
Wiimot are one. But hold! myveng
isnot yet compleated :—Learn, thatif
loft my hufband through th%e, th
forcerefs, thou haft loft no lefs by m
mine. My mother, bleffed be her inven |

tion, was the friend who warned thy cre. |

dulous lover of thy arts: fhe pratifed on |
his nature with the fight of thy fuppofad
" child: fhe knew his anguifh!—I heard
them ; and rejoiced in the rec1ta1 of eagh
pang thou and he f{uffered. But hop” 1ot
vain girl, to triumph over me. Curfed be
thy days! thy nights as mine have been:=
ftay ;—1 will damn thee with this; paper et

1 am laid in the cold,'grave, where all my

wrongs must be forgotten. ~Take, then, thy

punifhment from the injured and diftraced

CHARLOTTE Tx{ouyso‘f'

LET
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ks BgNTxN_c_k_.Eo EnWABQ ‘n-
Seprey, Efg.. :
v Bruffels.

e more baffling with the grim
herald of Lhe grove, I am permxtted again
to pour pu,t the forrows of 1 my foul into the

. bofom of fnendihlp.

1 thank thee, my Fdward, for thy genes
rous offer of croffing the fea, to gn e me the
confolation of thy prefence but ill fhould
I merit fuch kmdneﬁ»‘i were I to demand fo
great a facrifice, as the gwmg up the plea-
ﬁng attainment of thy love, for 2 momentary

F 4  gratification
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gratification to fﬁyfelf.  Truft mé, fuch felf-
‘ifhnefs ié not the inmate of Bentinek’s Uréaﬁ 1
Befides, I hope fhortly to reap fome com-

fort from the fociety of my long-loft Edwint/
—1I have written to requeft he will - ,_our
me with a viGt; for believe- me, Sedley, I
am impatient to exchange embraces with the
friend of my youth. :

¢ :

You may remember I noticed to you that,
his features were familiar to my recolle‘&ion,
whlch 1S NOW eaﬁly accounted for ; for there
was ever eﬂeemed a ﬁrlkmg refembYance be-

tween him and . But I will not

fuffer my pen to write the fatal name !

I expeét the unfortunate Cavendifh every
inftant; and at every ftep »imagihe I hear him,
He has not the leaft futpicion of the difcovery

1 amabout to make; and muft, no doubt, tkink
? it
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have not noticed the letter he

with. And, alas ! little gueffes
he himfelf is interefled in the
aufe, which has occafioned my
t,;hark! methinks I hear his
muft throw afide my pen for the

“prefe it will re-affume it again.

e In Continuation. -

Sedley, my {ufferings are light compara-
tively fpeaking to thofe the amiable and de-
ferving Edwin has endured. As I fufpeied,
it was 'his approach that interrupted me
yefterday. = My fervant announced him. I
arofe, though fill very weak, and flew with
fraternal friendﬂ)_ipmt@recéive the fon of my

- :
revered Captain Cavendifh.——Welcome,

thrice welcome! ctied I, my deareft Ca-
ot o vendifh,
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vendifh, to the arms of thy Qh:ﬁ‘lcs Waldmm]
« Gracious Providence !” replied :he’a{&m:’ﬁ
ifhed Edwin, crufhing me in his arms, “wl
thy name indeed Waldron, and ‘not Bgpd
tinck? Do I live? Am I in real'ygd
blefled as to *hold the companion of my bay-
Here the

ifh days thus to my breaft!”
power of joy ftopped for fome moments all
utterance ; Jbut when the firft tumult of fe-
licity had fubfided, he breathed forth fo
- many tender enquiries after his excellent fa-
: ‘ther, and adorable Louifa, that I felt the
kéeneﬁ diftrefs at the neceffity f\;as under;
of being the cruel bearer of fuch difmal tid-
ings. Withall the delicacy and tendernefs in
my power, I revealed to himthe melancholy
polture of affairs.  Words cannot do juftice
to the feelings of this unhappy brother, upon
the relation of the rfiortif);iyig intelligence.

Tears and rage, by turnsg ftopped his articu-
lation.



P s“* Bentmck " cried hey ™ is lt pof-
at the daughter of fo exalted a pair
ar {werve from their virtuous exams-

IB&%-H-_ at hold, my friend, do not let us,
eﬂgx ﬁp@eﬁng her to have erred in this laft
ftep, too grematurely abandon and condemn
‘her ; —-ﬂle may not be fo blameable as ap-
pearances feem to make her.” In fhort,
never were beheld depifted in ftronger
colours the workings of a hoble feeling

mind, than in this unfiappy man!

He kas experienced various fortunes, too
tedious to -relate laft night; and, therefore,
kindly.pyomifed to give me the headsdf his
life on paper : Accordingly, this morning,
he obligingly fentit. I enclofe the manu-
fcript for your perufal;—it will afford you
one inflance of true,virtue and difinterefted

affe&ion in a female mind. 2
"ré Sweet
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Sweet Louifa ! how I adore thy matchlef’s\f

goodnefs [T expeét them to fpend the, day
with me.—It will be the bappieft I have
known for a confiderable time ; and, could I" :
root from my memory one unhappy fair ! 1=
But adieu; I _dare not truft myfdf on this
fubjeét. Accept of my beft w1f_hes for your
fuccefs in your love enterprize ; and that it
may prove more propitious to your defires
and expe8lations than has that of

CHARLES BENTINCE.

LAl
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EDWIN CAVENDISH, Ef.

[ Enclofed in the ﬁregoznr Letter. ]

YO U may remember, . that on the morn-
ing I left_our peaceful home, my dear
Charles, I had engaged to meet you, and my
fiter, “after I had finifhed my amufement of
angling, at a grove of trees where you had
found a neft of fquirrels. After having
baited the hook in vain, for at leaft half an

hour, 1 began to grow weary of'imy luck,

and arofe to fulfil my engagement with you
and Louifa, e

I had
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I had not proceeded far, before I was over- "
taken by agirl,feemingly in the deepeft liftrefs. |

. __« What is the caufe of your forrow, fair
‘maid ?” cried I. « Alack a-day ! pleafe your
honoui*, I have loft alamb from the fold, and
I dare not go home ; my meafter will kill me
for fartan; but mayhap your Vhonbur (cut-
telying and wiping her eyes with the corner
of her apron) has feen it pafs by ?” No,

my pretty maid, returned I, but will go and

help you to feck the little fraggler.’—The
apparent trouble of the girl left me no roon
to fulpeét deception, nor indeed had I3
thought of fuch a nature; therefore, fol:

lowing my conduétrels, I was foon in the

‘highway. We had not proceeded far, be:
fore a poft-chaife and four fropped.—A 1
, alighted,~and while I was fimply lookiné
around, for the ‘fubpofed firayed ,ﬂleeP»I

was fuddenly feized, and forcibly convey!
. ‘ 00
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into the carriage, which drove off with the

R o 3.
greateft rapidity.——Amazement for fome

feconds, -kept me dumb!—but at length I
broke filence, by addreffing my companion,
~ Pray, Sin faiﬁdr I, may I beg leave to’
afk what yo{ir defign can be, in'thus tearing
me from the ;rms 6fmy pargntsand friends?”
~In time, replied he, you fhall be made ac-
quainted with the reafons; but »at preflent,
ybur moft prudent mode will be to fubmit
with patience to the confinement you will

for a fhort:time undergo. Enquire no fur-
o :

ther, I am not at liberty to fay more.”
This fpeech was delivered in a very hatfh
tone of voice, and ferved by no means-to
render my-apprehenfions lefs formidable.—
I could not,: with the {malleft probability,

trace a caufe which could be likely to induce

Had [ been'a femaleof extraordinary beau-

L

any perfon to run fo dangerous a rifle!
1
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‘ty, or a perfon of very. large fortune;
fome reafon might have been fuggef{ed for
this ftep ; but as that was not the cafe; I
found it in vain to attempt to unravel the
myftery: I therefore gave r/wyfelf up to the
deepeft affli&ion !
painting to myfelf the angui{}‘x of my dear

I could not forbear

parénts at my abfence My conduttor
feemed ' moved at my grief, and endeavoured,
as much as lay in his power, to give me coil-
folation, but in vain!-——We travelled with the
utmoft fpeed, until- we reached London;
never alighting from the carriage:» but con-
tiﬁi]_éd’ our rout day and night,—We weré
fet down at a moft magnificent building in
Piccadilly, at leaft fo it appeared in 1f
éyes. 1 was condutted to a fuperb apart
ment, and there defired to be feated: Some
refrefhments were brought and laid on?

table, but not a fyllable uttered ;—I almoft
begah
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| began to im’agipé myfelf in fome enchanted
palace, and was Wondering what would be
the end of a‘llr this, when the door was
thrown open, and an old gentleman, fump-
tuoudly attired, approached me.—1 felt a
reverence for hxm arife in my bofom his
‘alpett was the moft commanding I had ever
beheld l—-—He advanced, and, in broken
Englith, enquired, © Whether I underftood
Fr@ench ?”—1I anfwered in the afﬁ_rmative.—-
‘He was filent for fome moments—and kept
}n's eyes inftantly ﬁ;&ed-upon my face.—He
ﬁghed, and® 2’ tear ftole down his venerahle
cheek l—At laft, turning to me, he took my
hand, faying, in French, ¢ You are faﬁgued, ;
child, you require fomething to refrefh you ;
what would you like ?"—I told him I did
not chufe any thing ; = But faud I, cafting
mylelf at his feet let me, on my knees im- -
_P_lol'é you to reftore me Yo my difconfolate

parents!
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I have, Sir, a father émd ame.

parents |
ther, whom the lofs of me will réddce 1
the utmoft wretchednefs, nay, "perh'aps t0
“ Rife, child, returned b,

“you now demand what T never can comply

the grave!”

with I—Urge me no more;-1 pity your pre
fent “feelings ; but endeavour to modert
your grief, and be affured you are in hands
that will do for you far beyond what your
parents can !—Retire into the next rodm
and compofe yourfelf to reft; to-morroi
morning I will reveal to yqu the motive
which have atuated me in my proceedmgﬁ
=1 bowed and withdrew.—1I felt a fect
awe, which forbade the leaft remonftrantt
Ifound my fellow-traveller waiting in the nét
chamber for me, iyho faid, as I was dQUb‘:
lefs fatigued, his lord had imagined I fhoult

. =1 < . 0{
chufe to retire early, but if it was [

oy

qulte agxeeablc to me, I mlght do @&
thoﬂ“h‘

[ Jee
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thought fit.—1 replied, it was equaltome;but
that 3s'my heart was hedvily opprefled, and
company ‘could afford me no pleafure, I
would, for the prefent, embrace relief from
my pillow.—Az foon as 1 was in bed, he
quitted the chamber, and I found faftened the
1 was, confidents there

door after him.
was not the leaft probability of my effe€ling
an efcape ; which, had I even bzen able to
ascomplith, what could I have done with
only a fingle half-guinea in my pocket, and
I lay

an’ entiré ﬂranger to the town?
for fome homs, revolving in my mind the
oddity of the affair, and lamenting the cif-
trefs of my dear parents, when tired nature
{unk me into the refrething arms of fleeps
~——1I lay happily infenfible to every forrow,
locked in the embraces of Somnus, until'I
was awakened by my attendant; who came

to leque{t I would ptepare to wait upon his
g lord.
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lord——After fome chocolate had been
brought me, I was then‘condu&eg‘, to the
- apartment the old gentleman was in, who
rofe at my enfrance.—* How does my child
this morning? you . refted wgll, I hope?'—
¢ 1 did, my lord, I thank you; but my
heart €annot be at eale, while my family muf
be agonized on my account!”—The old
gentlemanctook my hand, * Sit down, young
man;” and after paufing, he'began thus:s-
* You fee before you, child, one who s
felt all that yoLlr parents now cen&(kiu're;rbui
your curfed nation have ever proved a poilon
to=my re?bfe {—One only brother fell by the
hand of a bafe-born Briton |—My daugbter,
the only female, Heaven be praifed, of mf
blood,inglorioufly abandoned friends, familfy
and country, to follow the fortunes of that

fcoundrel, your father!” -
a : st My
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< ‘/Iy lord, cried I, Rtarting up, you for-
get thatit.is to him 1 owe my being and
whatever refpe& may be due to you, as the
| parent of the beft of mothers, I cannot fuffer
with patience the name of the worthieft of
human beings to be infulted !—He las, fince
his marriage with my mothe,i:, treated her as

The deferved, with every mark of}endernefs

and affetion !”
“ Peace, returned he, young firipling!
and learn™not to interrupt my fpeech; I
have a right, from injuries, to fpeak.”——
| “ My lord, I am convinced I am in ;rour
power, 4nd it is in your elettion to ufe me
as you think fit; but' I can'never fit by in
filence, and hear the revered name of my
| beloved parent* accompanied with eplthets
| beftowed onfelons I"-v— «—< Child, I admire
your pirit, and only regret that England
; ~ fhall
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fhall boaft the giving thee blrth' I wdl oy

ever, continue the thread of my d]fcourfe
from whence I broke off.——My only com-
fort was a fon, whofe duty deferved my; ten,
dereft regard.. Your mothei}, on her arrivd
in Europe, Wrote toime;, but that, and her
other letters, I returned unopened. For, |-
on her depaxture, I made a vow never more '
to fee or receive her into favour, and moﬁ

r\,lmouﬂy w111 I adhere to it !

«_QOn your birth, fhe wrote to her b
ther, informing him of that event, and. affur
ing him that fhe had not a wifh ungratified
but the pardon of ber offended father; gat®
him an account of the place of her abode,
and entreated him to endeavour to reconcilt
me to the ftep fhe had taktn, declaring

was the only alloy to ker feliéity! i
« My
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.« My fonurged every plea in favour of his
fifter, in'vain; I was refolved, and my refo-
lution was not to be fhaken; fhe had dif-
graced my houfe, and it was a ftain that no-
I
| infited tha, on pain of my everlafting dif-

thing but her bldod could wath away!

| pleafure, he never fhould write to, or open

| a letter from her more.— After fome diffi-
culty, I brought him to promife ubedience

to my commands.”

Here the old nobleman was fo deeply
" affetted, that he was obliged to ftop, to per-
'} mit nature to vepf itfelf in a flood of tears!-=-
“ My God! cried he, in an agony of gr‘ief, :
‘f what have I done to have merited fuch fe- ‘

vere chaftifement ?”

But, compofing him-
{elf, he continued,  About two years ago,
this my laft, and only comfort, was {natch-

I was

ed from me, by a malifnant fever.
: nearly
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nearly diftraéted at the lofs of this my dar.
I had his body embaimed, and

ling boy.

Jaid in a ﬁlver coflin, - The room\in which
he died was hung with black velvet; lamps
and torches burning nightﬁénd day !— I'hdf
a canopy of crimfon, fringed with gol

fixed overit.—=At his head was placedhs

pifture at full length. In this chamber
did I fpend the greatéﬁ part of eighteen me-
lancholy months, when accidental‘]y—yéur
mother’s letter to my departed fon, fell nto
my hands. It {cemed as a balnu from Her

I hadno

ven fent to my wounded foul!
heir to my immenfe poﬂ"eﬂiom —I refolved
to fpeed me to this curfed country; Qﬂd ‘F
you were yet living, to fteal you from yot
parents.—It will, thought I, be but dealing

with that d d heretic, as he has don€ by

me '—My plan was no fooner laid than &

cuted ; you know how I have fucceeded~
| Al
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All that remains to inform you is, that T fet
off this® evening on my return to Spam but,
to quiet your mind, your parents fhall be
made acquainted with your fafety ; and I
command you, on pain of the fevereft pu-
nifhment, that you do not, direély or indi-
- reflly, attempt to write tc them; for, be
affured, no letter from you fhall ever reach
their hands.”

It is impoffible to paint my fenfations at
the delivery rof the above fpeech,—Re-
fitance I found was ufelefs, and I had only
to {ubmit, with the beft grace I could, to ;y
deftiny.—We fet off, as he had told me he
defigned, that very evening, on our jour-
ney.—We arrived at Madrid in perfe&
health ; and could I have diflodged from my
remembrance my Englifh friends and their
fufferings at my 1ofs,vI thould bavé been

Wisr. 11, G perfeéily

)
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perfeltly contented, and happy in n‘1y fitua-

: : b
tion ; as my grandfather omitted ns means

to render my days unclouded and joyous;
but the melancholy recolle&tion of York.

fhire, ferved to embitter “every pleafur

“which the kindnefs of his lordfhip endeavour.

ed to procure me.—I had been about fit
months an inhabitant of Spain, when one
day my gtandfather entered my apartment,
« My dear child, faid the old gentleman; I
come the bearer of tidings which, I fear, vil
feverely affli& your filial brﬁa{};-——tidings
which even at this diftant rperiod give te
moft piercing pang to my heart I—though!

acknowledge I receive fome degree of e

- lief, in refle@ing that that Engliffyman, you

father, is more miferable than mylelf I

e e {
¢ Alas! my lord, interrupting him, wh

do your words portend ? For Heaven's fake
3 ~ infor®
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inform me ; and O permit me, if any forrow
has s‘fallleﬁ upon the heads of my dear pa-
rents, to return to their comfort!”—¢ Sor-
row has indeed fallen upon your father,
child! but yoyr mother I truft is happy !—

She is no more!”

The ol gentleman
here ceafed; tears ﬁdpped his utterance |—
I mingled mine with ‘his!'—Mafles were
offered up in every church, for .the foul of
my deareft mother. I lamented my abfence -
from my native country now, more than
ever |—I l’co’uld not help looking upon my
lofs as having been in fome degree acceffary
~ to her death!—I ufed every art, neglefled
no plea to prevail upon my grandfather to
allow my return to Europe for a few weeks
only; or at leaft to confent to my writing.
All T could advance was to no purpofe ; he

was refolute; and I was too ftri€tly guarded

for fome years, & pportumty
R S AT
< - %
L4
=
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of conveying any intelligence to thofe much
regreted friends. - HOWC'\;EI‘, at laftohe’ be-
‘gan to relax in his watchfulnefs over me,
which happy moment I feized upon to fend’
a courier over to England (o progur.e rﬁe
the long-wifHCd for news of my»kfamil‘y.-—-
But notwithftanding the very ftri&t fearch
and enquiry that was made after my father,
my darling Louifa and yourfelf, (my mo-
ther, I was already affured had paid the debt
of nature,) I could not pick' up the leaft
clue, which could poffibly lead, me to traee{v
out what was become of them ; and I began,
at Taﬁ, to believe that fhey too had received

the leaden preflure of fate.

Things continued in this ftate until I ar-
rived at the.age of twenty-four; when, ont
night, returning from a friend with whom I

> : :

had paffed the evening, I was alarmed by the
reiterated
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rextexated fereams which feemed' to proceed
from 2 female ; when inftantly ondeumr
my fervants to ﬁop, and fnatching aplﬂ:o]
.from one of the- fellows’ hands, I followed
the echo, which foon condutted me to the
fpot from whence the cries had iffued.—
Providence had fent me”in goed time to
fave the honour, and perhaps the life of a
lovely fémﬁle; who, exhaufted with terror
and fatigue, had fwooned, and was lying
breathle(s on the cold earth. = The ruftling
of the ledves, (for it wasin the deep recefs
of a wood that the villain had chofen for the
execution of his execrable fcheme,) and the
approach of feet caufed him to defift from
~ his purpofe: when putting himfelf as in a
pofture of defence, demanded the reafon of
my intrufion ;—at the fame inftant firing a
piftol at me, which, carried off only the
plume of feathers on my hat. Upon which,

G 3 drawing
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drawing his fword, he fiercely advancesi -

My piftol unfortunately miffed fire :—but

recovering myfdf, I inftantly unfheathed my

~toledo; we engaged for fome moments, and
viflory was,doubtful, wheﬁ 4happily, as he
was endeavouring tomakea defperatelounge,
a branch of a trée entangling with his foet,
threw him gowh, and in his fall the point of
his fword, which he had defigned as a com-
pliment for my breaft, entered his own, and
with a hollow groan he expired. On this I

haftened to the relief of the laay,“‘ who was

now beginning to fhew figns of returning |

life. On opening her eyes fhe gazed wildly |

around, heaved a figh, and funk fenﬁ_lefs;
a. {econd time, on my breaft. In this coi-
dition I conveyed her, in my arms, to mj
carriage ; though hardly able to fupport 1Y
{c1f, being nearly exhaufted by the quan-
tity of blood which iffued from my wounds

 But
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But the one which gave me the greéteﬁ pain
was that in my thoulder; and which after-
wardsproved nearly fatal to my exiftence.—
*However, my fervants bound them up as well
as they could ; and lifting the fenfelefs beamy
into the vehicle, I commanded them to pro-
ceed home. In a few moments my fair
companion recovered ; when, apprehending
fthe might ftill be terrified at finding herfelf
in a firanger’s hands, of whofe honour fhe - |
could not be affured, 1 addreffed her, and
as brieﬂy? ag poffible, informed her of the
means I had taken to refcue her from the
clutches of her enemy. She thanked me in
the moft grateful terms; and fhed tears of
joy at her deliverance, which greatly re-
lieved her: But feeing my bloody condi-
tion and my palid countenance, the gentle
maid began to lament my fate ; upbraid her-
felf as my murderer; withed fhe had funk
‘ & il ~ along
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along with the dear loft authors of her
being, in their watery bed; then Q«)aff)ing
ber lovely hands, in an agony of  grief
cried, «“ Why, juft Heavep, didft thou pro-*
long my wretched life, to be¢ome a loath-
fome burden to'myfelf! O! bleffed fhade
of my much loved parents, if ye are yet
permitted to revifit the finful children of
mortality, ¥iew with pity the forrows of thy
" wretched offspring; and grant her comfort
in this miferable ftate I”—Here her fobs pre-
vented further fpeech ; and myf&lf, was, by
this time, too weak to offer any confolation
to the engaging mourner. DBut as the dif-
tance from the wood, to our houfe, wher¢
the difmal fcene had been performed, was not
-great, we foon reached home ; when, recom-
mending the lady to the care of the atten-
da;_]ts, and the prote&ic:n of my grandfather,

I fuffered my people to put me to bed.—
The

€
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The furgeons pronounced none of rﬁy
w0u\pds to- be dangerous, provided a fever
could be kept off, of which, at prefent, there
were but fmall fymptoms; but the wpund in-
flited by the eyes of the fair unknown was
far more to be dreaded than that given by
the fword of my adverfary. In vain did I
implore the aid of flecp ;" the Jovely image
of the beauteous maid drove all comfort
from my pillow; and the mornmg found
me in a high fever. By noon, a delirium
bad feized upon my fenfes, in which melan-
choly ﬁ?lteu I continued for three days.—
When the violence of the difeafe ahated,
on the third night my reafon began to re-
fume her dominion :—No fooner did re-
turning fenfe dawn upon me, than drawing
afide my curtains, with a defign to enquire
after my fair enemy, when the firft object
that firuck my eyes was the fiveet maid her-

G5 {elf,
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{elf, faft locked in the arms of fleep. The
heat of the weather, (for it was theQ about
the middle of Auguft) had driven the lilies
from " their couch, and thé rofe was con«
fpicuous. A few ftraggling ringlets had
efcaped from beneath her cap, and wantoned
o'er her fwan- down forchead I—Loft in ex-
tacy, I gazed '—-—my foul dxmmer copious
draughts of, love ——Unable longer to forego
my defire of imprinting a kifs on her delicate
‘hand, which lay negligently by her fide, I
gently took it up :—My prerumptlon awaked
the fleeping beauty’; who, opening her eyes,
thoke ‘refulgent orbs of love, ftarted up—
when, feeing my looks lefs wild than I fup-
pole they had been, fhe returned thanks to
Heaven for the bright profpe@, as fhe fiveet-
-}y termed it; and rifing, prefented me 2
draught, and gently enquired after my
health, With a hand ‘amtated by pleafure
T took
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I took the cup. Sweet lady, I have not elo-
quence to exprefs my gratitude for fuch ex-
alted ‘goodnefs |—The fervice of my whole
life will be too fhort to make return for fuch
condefcending humanity.—* O! forbear,”
replied the, with a voice tuned by Alelb’s
felf, « to wafte the little renumant of your
ftrength in idle comp}im:en't ; the trifling at-
tention I have thewn you, is but the juft tri-
bute paid to my preferver, my deliverer!—
bBut I will hafte, and bear the joyful tiaings
of ybur returning reafon, to my lord your
grandfasher.”—O ! flay, do not in pity leave
me, at the very moment when returning
fenfe permits me the dear delight of @nbo-
foming the fecrets of my foul!—at the fame
time [eizing her hand.—She feemed irrefo-
lute what courfe to take ;—at laft the an-
fwered, « Alas! Sir, I feel myfelf unable to
refift the entreaties of a man, to whom I
"G 6 owe
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owe fo vaft, valt a debt!—At that inftant
the unexpeéted entrance of the old lord put
a ftop, for the prefent, to any furth®r dif-
courfe; for my fair enflaver immediately re-
tired.—Four days paffed, and I neither
heard nor faw aught of the lady; during
which periodq, I mended {urprifingly ;—fo
much, indeed, as to be able to fit up in my
dreffing-room for feveral hours in the courfe
of the day. “ I did not dare make any en-
quiries of the old nobleman, left he fhould"
fufpeét the true fituation of-,my heart. \
" e

I was convinced, from her converfation,
that fhe poﬂ"effed not any fortune ;—and the
badnefs of her pronunciation informed me
fhe did not owe her birth to Spain. Thofe
circumflances affured me little was to be ex-
petted from the indulgence of my grand-
father; and he was himfelf fo contin_ua]]y

©

with
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with me, or his own valet, whom it would
havcz been madnefs to interrogate, that I de-
termined to write a letter, and wait the re-
covery of my own attendant, who was, at
that time, laid up with a cold, and tb whom
I might with fafety intruft it. This I did;
in which I made a full avowal of my love,
and entreated the would obey the di€tates of |
her humanity, and favour me with a line; if
only containing thefe five fimple words—
«“I do not hate you I"—For a whole day
and night I continued in the moft rac]&x:ng
nd painfel ancertainty.—The next morn-

ng, however, relieved me, by prefenting ne

ith an epiftle from this obje@ of my idol-
try. But as her own letter will better ex-
refs the delicacy of her fentiments than my
oft ftudied eloquence, here then let it {peak
or itfelf.

THE
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LETTER LIII.

Mifls FArmER to Epwin CavenbpisH, EfG|
» v

gt

SIR,

WITH a mind imprefled with the moﬂ“:
lively fenfe of gratitude, I fit down to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your very flattering
letter. Your generous and noble conduf
deferves a no lefs generous return. As?
firlt ftep towards which, permit me to relat
the ftory of my unhappy life.—It is 2 co™
pliment due to my deliverer.
3 I neel
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- Ineed not, I prefume, inform ‘you that
Spaiy iz not the place of my nativity. The
indifferent accent which accompanies my
fpeech will have announced that already.—
In that unhappy country, America, the feat
of war and flaughter, I firft dsew my vital
breath. My father pofleffed a fimall piece of
Jand, from the produce of which, and a be-
nefice of three hundred a-year he lived
with a degree of elegance, little ir;\agined’by
the children of thofe climes, the commodi-
ties of which are in general fo extravagant.
—Myfelf,“hfs only child, was brought up
with the tendereft indulgence. But in the
year 1776 he was entirely ruined.  His life
was threatened on account of his affifting the
King of England’s troops with provifions,
and he was under the neceffity of flying.—

He hired a {fmall pilot-boat, not able to carry

? upwards
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upwards of twenty ton; and embarked with

~ my mother and {elf for Antigua, le%vipz,g the
whole of his worldly wealth behind him in
Long Ifland ; where, defpairing of prefer-
ment, he threw up the gown, and fortunately
foon got aflignments to enable him to .go
over to New-York as a wine merchant.—
Here fortune feemed to favour his indx;ﬁry,
and he was again beginning to tafte the
fweets of content and happinefs, when, o}n_
the year 1782, he was obliged to depart; be-
ing informed the town would be fhortly eve-

~ cuated. We re-embarked with. all our
gqods for England; but had not beed
many days at fea when a ftorm arofe, which
momently threatened deftru&tion. To com
plete the horrors of ‘our fituation, the vefle

_{prung a leak, and it was as much as
hands on board could do to keep her abov®

-

wateh
a
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water, by pumping for two dalys and two
nightst fugceflively.—At 1en‘gth the violence
of the winds and fea abated ;—and Hope,
that pleafing ﬂatterer once more vifited our
bofoms with the idea of reaching, in a few
days, our deftined port; when the ap-
pedrance of -a f{ail, making full up to us,
dathed all our promifing profpeéts, and re-
newed our fears.—The attempt of out-fail-
ing her, our fhattered condition forbade ; and
the captain, who was a man of tried courage,
refolved to yjeld but with his life, Accord-
ingly prepaxanons were made to give the
enemy a warm reception.—On the flép’s
nearer approach, we defcried her to carry
Spanifh colours.—Crouding all their fail,
they foon came along-fide of us, and firing
~a broad-fide, commanded us to ftrike.—.
Our captain returned the falute ; and for
three quarters of an our, nought could be

diftinguifhed
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diftinguithed for clouds of fmoke. The
vitory was for fome time doubtful, when a
broadfide from the enemy killed our gallant
commander, and fhot away our maft and
great part of the rigging, and otherwife fo
much damaged the hulk of the fhip, thatwe
expetted every moment fhe would fink to |
the bottom: - The Spaniards then boarded
us.—In this fcene of horror and confufion
my fenfes forfook me ; and I remember no-
thing ’till I found myfelf in a cabbin fur--
“rounded by entire . firangers. Words ean-
not exprefs the agony of my mind in this
moaent of woe. I fpoke to them, but could

not make myf{elf underftood, until their cap:

tain came, of whom, in the French tongue,

I enquired for my parents. Happily he
fpoke that language fluently ; and with_
much feeming\bumanity entreated me to call

all the aids of philofophy to my affiftances
: for,
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for, that before they had been ten minutes
on bord, the veflel funk, and my dear pa-
rents, among many. other unfortunate be-
ings, perifhed; and that my own life was

preferved by a miracle :  That a failqr faw

me lying on a plank; which was floating on
the bofom of the deep; and humanely
rifqued his life to preferve mine.—O! Sir,
judge now, what muft have been ths extent of
my fufferings I—I raved ! tore my difhevels
led hair; and more than once attempted to
put a termination to my wretched exiftence.
—DBut le;)gth of time, that lenient balm to
the blackeft woes, affwaged, in a degree;The
bitternefs of my afflilions. The captain’s
politenefs and attention greatly affifted to
bring about this wifhed-for calm. I was
treated- with the utmoft refpeét by all on .
board, but by none more than Don Antonio
D’Almeda, our commander. We arrived

in
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in about two months at Madrid: - Don Ap.
tonio carried me to his own hguf®, and
introduced me to his fifters and all his fa
mily, who received me with the utmoft hof-
pitality and complacency. A mafter was
provided t0 inftruft me in the language of
the country ; in which, in a month, I made |
fo great a proﬁéiéncy as to be able to un
derftand moft things faid to me, and to make
myfelf comprehended.  In this fituation’
remained four months, as comfortable as my
uncertain ftate would permity when, one
fatal evening, as I fat revolving in my mind
th&Various fortunes which had purfued my
youth, I was fuddenly rouzed from my train
of refletions, by the entrance of my bene-
fattor.—At this unexpetted vifit I was much
fuiprized, it being a ftep he had never be:
fore attempted; he having ever held my
room as facred to myfz:lf.-,——l arofe ;—but

give
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give me leave to draw a veil over this mor-
tifyingyfcgne ; {uffice it to tell you, he toek
that moment to make propofals fo i injurious
tovirtue, that in an inftant, forgetting every
abligation I had held myfelf under to him,
(which, indeed, his vile proceedings, had they
Eeen of ever fo high a nature, would, in my
0pinion, have cancelled,) I upbraided him
in the fevereft terms:—Roufed by the in-
 fults offered me, I fpurned him away ; ‘and
darting like hf'htnmcr out of the apartment,

fled from the houfe not knowing what courfe
to take.-—’-I h—ad‘nqt gone far, before I was
overtaken by a man who feized me in “his
arms,-before I could difcern who the ravifher
‘Was.—My fcreams, my prayers were of little
avail |—He placed me on a horfe, and gal-
lopped off.—The voice, however, informed
me of what the darknefs of the evening
would have preventedJ me from difcovering.

—You
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—You know the refl ;—to your Agene.rous
bravery I am indebted for more thyn life
—my honour.—The infamous D’Almeda
fell a facrifice to his own villainy and the
juftice of your 'fwortli.s—Unhappy man /—
mayeft thou meet with that forgivenefs from
thy Maker, which thou doft from the ill-fated

Louifa! 2

After the candid relation I have given
you, Sir, of my unhappy fortunes, you muft
be convinced I fhould be guilty of the ut-
moft ingratitude, were 1 to gi\;e your paffion
en-ouragement; I will, however, thus far
acknowledge, and it is a juﬁice 1 owe your
merit, that were my birth and fortune equal
to your's, there is not that man breathing to
whom I would fo readily give my handas
to yourfelf I—Your virtues have made a decp

and lafting impreflion on my heart; bub
o alas!
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alas! too well I know the rigid notions your
countrymen have of family !—Don Ferdi-
nandou D Malaga would never confent to
your uniting yourfelf with a creature fo de-
flitute as myfelf, fetting afide differences of
religious principles ; and beheve me, Sk,
Ty love is of too refined a nature to plunge
its object into fuch diftrefs ahid mifery as muft.
be attendant on fo ill-advifed an attachment !
—I now blefs'the interruption gi\;en to our
difcourfe that night, when Heaven, in favour
of my orifons, reftored you to returning
health ; ﬁn’cg which time I have carefully
avoided your prefence.—1I confefs it was not
without putting the utmoft reftraint upon the
withes of my heart, that I forbore informing
my'felf in perfon of your condition; but,
Eronceadedh10vewasmaﬁm@dbycookr
prudence,—1I already feel how greatly I have

o exceeded
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exceeded the bouvndsb of virgin modefty, by
thefe free confeflions ; but this paper-cannot
convey my blufhes, elfe would 1t be dyed
with {carlet ;—neither fhall we ever more
meet !

I am preparing to bid an eternal adieu

to your benevolent manfion !——FEre your
recovery will be perfefled, I fhall be far
removed from the abode of my gallant e
liverer I —Farewell, Sir! and affure your-
felf, that while the warm blood flows to this
heart, I will never fail to remeﬁiber, with
thefincereft efteem, the virtues of my kind

and generous protetor !

Receive this paper, Sir, as the highelt
mark of confidence I could have beftowed;

you will find it in many parts bliftered with
the
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the tears of recollettion; and fhould it

give pirth to the melancholy figh of pity, it

will fully comﬁpenfate the trouble of the
Unhappy

Loyisa FarRMER.

o

Yor. 11. H , IEE.
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T.ux HIS'TORYOF

Epwin Cave~xpisH, Efg. ,,{

[ In continuation.

TH IS letter filled me with a mixture 8f
pain and pleafure¥—the joy which her {weet

declaration of love had occg.ﬁgned, was

poifoned by the fear of her fo fpeeay depar-
ture:—My love rendered me defperate ; and
1 refolved, when the family fhould be re-
tired to reft, to make her a vifit, and endea-
vour to turn her deterlmination intc a chan-
nel more favourable to my wifhes.—Accor
dingly, when fleep, as I imagined, had fhed

its calm and powerful influence on happy
morta)s
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mortals, affited by my fervant I ftole fofily ‘
to hgr apartment, under key of cautionary
filence. The unfufpicious fair had left it
unbolted.—I gently turned the lock, and
entered ‘without her perceiving me. She
fat with her arms threaded ;—her lovely eyes

‘_raifed to Heaven, as loft in melancholy con-
templation |—the big tears rolling down her
tender cheeks!—1I ftood viewing, in f{ilence,
this model of perfeftion, bleffing that won-
drous. Power who had created a work fo
paffing f3irs!
my felf, I fell at her fect|—She flarted, and

‘ gave a faint fcream !—1I addrefled her*in the

Unable longer to contain

tendereft language of infpired love l—prayed
her, in kind compaffion, to liften to my {uit’
unlefs fhe wifhed to view me a breathlefs

corpfe at her feet !

My tears, my fighs,
at length won on her eafy nature, and we
were indulging ourfelves in the blifsful ex-

dl 2 change
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change of mutual vows, when my valet

haftily entered—*¢ Ab, Sir, you are Uruj}:ed;

my lord has juft entered your apartment,

according to his cuftom fince your illnefs.”

—Scarce bad he uttered thefe words, than

they were followed by the prefence of my
grandfather himfelkr", breathlefs with choler !&
— Ungrateful woman! cried he, (foam-

ing with rage) is this the return you make to

the generous prorte‘&ion my houfe has afford

ed you, to feduce the affe&ions of this in-

confiderate young man >—But nvy cafy folly

is. well repaid, that could admit one of

youf“ﬁe‘ﬁ-gning nation within my doors!—

-Eternal curfes await you and your country!”
faying which, overpowered by paffion, he
funk into a chair.

- The affrighted Louifa, obeying the im-
pulle of her exalted fentiments, threw her-
felf
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'felf at his feet, with a view to vindicate her-
felf from his unjuft charges; but the bar-
barous Spaniard, before his cruel purpofe
could be forefeen, plunged his dagger in
her defencelefs bofom !—The lovely vic-

Jim funk at his feet.—Enraged at the inhu-

manity of th eadt, and thinking I had now

loft all that was valuable on earth, I feized
the accurfed inftrument of death; and, fran=
tic, effayed to wafh the ftain of my Louifa’s
blood from the polithed fteel, with that

from my swh agonized heart; which Don

Ferdinando perceiving, wrenched the dead-

ly weapon from my hand. H;;pily

Providence with-held the blow given to the
gentle Farmer, from proving dangerous.—
Terror had produced a fwoon, which ép-
peared to my fhocked eyes as the fleep of
death.—Fortunatelyathe old barbarian, con-

cluding her to be no longeran enemy to be

H 5 feared,
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feared, withdrew from the chamber, before
the fhewed any figns of returning lifg, Jeav-
ing me guarded by my fervant.—When I
found warmth begin to re-animate her frame,
I determined to rifque every thing, and con-
vey her thence.—The dread of lofing this
. my firlt and only 19\;6, invigorated me; and
binding upthe wound, which luckily proved
but a flight-fcratch, I bribed my gu;\rd to
aid me in refcuing the life of the unhappp
maid.—The fellow, who happened to poffels
fome fmall degree of humanity,® confented’
and taking her in his arms, carried her out
of the houfe: then, taking a couple of
horfes from the ftables, faddled them, and
mounting my fair one before him, and my-
felf getting on the other,‘we proceeded to 2
friena’s houfe, which we reached without

exchanging a fyllable; fo much were ber

< {pirits
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fpiritsaffefted by apprehenfion, and mine by

the (iiread{ of parting with her.:
-

On our arrival at the endof our little
journey, I found it a difficult matter to
awake the family ; in which, however, after
" repeated raps and ringing of ‘the bell, I fuc-
teeded.—Our vifit foon procured us the ap=
pearance of my friend, whom I briefly ac«
guainted with the flate of our affairs; his
behaviour was what, from the general tenour

This piece

of his condu&, I expeéled.
of Qui}‘(étifm had, however, proved nearly
fatal to my exiftence.—My emaciated-body
was, you may fuppofe, little calculated to

~cope with the heavy dew of the night.—I
was again confined to my bed, during which

time, apprehending my end was near, I er_)-.

treated the fair Louifa to fuffer me at leaft to

die her bufband |—dUnable to refufe the laft

H 4 requeft
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requeft fhe thought I fhould ever be in a
condition to make, fhe confented.mMy
friend procured the chaplain of the Englifh
ambaffador, to perform that ceremony which
was to make me the envied hufband of the

adorable maid!

From that moment my
. . <!

fweet bride never quitted my chamber, but

watched me with a mother’s fond attention!

-Each medicine was adminiftered by her
fair hand, and therefore could not fail of
its defired eﬂ"é&.
ol
In a fortnight I was tolerably reinftated in
my health ; and then began to think of writ-
ing to Don Ferdinando De Malaga, to en-
treat his forgivenefs, and inform him of my
marriage ; hoping, when he found the deed
done, his affe@ion for me would lead him
to receive us into favour.—But there is n0
hopes of a Spaniard’s pride relenting ; and
I too
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I too foon found how falacious my ideas of

hisiregard for me were!—To our mutual

- forrow, I rececived a meflage, comrhanding

me to quit, within twenty-four hours, the

kingdom, or we fhould feel the dreadful
— effefts of his jult vengeance!

This was indeed a ftroke; and rendered

"‘ﬁill more fevere, as it was unexpetted.
My gentle Louifa upbraided herfelf as the
unhappy caufe of my difgrace, and a thou-
fand ti‘ri')es. entreated me to return to his
lordfhip, and abandon her to the fegrity of

But I was too much a lover

her deftiny < .
to pay any regard to the dark clouds of woe

that feemed to hover over our union.
Young, and ignorant of the world, we em-
barked on the tempeftuous ocean of life, with
only five hundred gollars, the loan of my
friend ; for having departed in the hurry be-
H 5 fore



v
( w58 )
fore mentioned, from my grandfather’s houfe,
I.was totally unprovided. I did net daré
trefpafs on the time limited by the Don ; for
I was but too well acquainted with his vins
di&ive difpofition, not to obey his mandate:
Accordingly, we embarked in a veffel for,
Breft, and from therce proceeded to Oftend,
determining to revifit my dear native coun-
: try;,vand, if poffible, get into fome line of life
to fuppoft ourfelves until the anger of my‘
grandfather thould be appeafed, which my
friend had promifed to ufe every endeayour
to effeCtuate.
<

By thetime we arrived in England, the
expences of travelling had.dipped largely
into our little ftock, and having a theatrical
turn, 1 refolved to try my fortune in the
bufkin. This I did, and thould have lived

very comfortably, had not our manager cafl
the
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the eye of fedulion on my wifé.—His infa-
moys defigns I was for fome time unac-
quainted with ; when one day returning from
rehearfal, on entering my lodging, I heard
a fcream, which I'knew to proceed from my
amiable Louifa.—Darting like though't up
ftairs, I found my lovely girl on her knees
to our old villain of.a.ma'nager; her cap
torn-off, and her fine hair in the atmolft dif-
erder!—On feeing me fhe fainted! —A
{word laying on the table, in a fit of phrenzy
I fnatched i§ up, and ruthing upon my dithon-=
ourable employer, laid him fenfelefs on the
floor I—Imagining I had killed hims1 in-
ftantly picked up the little money I had left,
and with my wife, haftened from the detefted
fpot.

It would exceed my ability to paint the
mifery we fuffered,’during the feveral days
H6 we



( 160 )

we wandered about; every zephyr that
caufed the ruftling of the leaves, our L//;rri- |
fied imaginations reprefented as the approach
of the maftiffs of juftice, in purfuit of the
murderer !—At length, my - wife propofed
our dlfvulﬁnc ourfelvejg like Jews; in
purfuance of which ‘plan, by the help of
fome berries plucked from the hedges, we
ftained our fkins yellow. At laft we per-
ceived a barn, which we entered;\we cone
cealed ourfelves in this humble fhed, till

bunger compelled us to depart, in quef’s of

food.

=
My poor Louifa now began to grow faint,
through want of nourifhment and fatigue !
—Happily we foon approached a brook,

which obferving, we refrethed ourfelves with -
a-rdraught out of the brim of my hat, from
this liquid fount; and iww a little degree al-
Jayed
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layed the prefling calls of hunger, by ga--
thering filberts and blackberries, with which

bountiful nature had overloaded the bran-

ches! Thus refrethed, we proceeded on,

until overtaking a ftage-coach, I procured a
place in the infide for my deareft Louifa,
and mounted my{elf with the driver, upon his

box.

«This conveyance was travelling from York
to London, to which place I determined to
g0, and from thence proceed to. Dover, and
fo to the Continent. This fcheme we carried
into execution, and had not been a wetk in
this city, when the hurry and fatigue my
wife had imdergone,- brought on the prema-
ture birth of that little pledge of our un<
happy loves, which you faw on your vifit
However, youth and a good conftitution,
enabled my fiveet gir! to efcape the bold in-

vader
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vader; and, after a confinement of near two
months, fhe was, thank Heaven, propognced
out of all danger.—To compleat my eafe
of mind, the villain, whom: I had fuppofed
to be dead, had, as I afterwards learnt from
an Englifh newfpaper, recovered, and, with“
his company, had removed to fome other

town.

Wehave now been inhabitants of this plaee
five months, and finding my finances nearly
éxhaufted, I have, for two morths paft, al*
fifted our neceffities, by the rapidity of my :
quill =My thorough knowledge of the diffe-
rent ‘languages has proved a very fortunate
circumftance ; for it Wwould aftonifh you t0.
know the numbers of people who daily call
upon ‘me for love billets, lampoons, and

amorous {ounets,

Having
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Having now fully acquainted you with the
misfor(unes of my life, I fhall conclude with
telling you how ardently I long for that mo-
ment that will bring to the arms of friend-

fhip.

Epwin CAVENDISH.
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Mifs BrupnEiL to Mifs CAVENDISE,
3 < -

Brudnel-Plac,

RECEIVE, my deareft girl, the warnelt
congratulations from the heart of your Mari

at the opening profpe& of blifs now befor
]

you; and may each revolving year add to the
meafure of my Louifa’s felicity. Did not!
fay, tho’ appearances were fo much in b
disfavour, that he would, I was aflured, be
found Not gu.ilrty ? Indeed, Sir Charles, yo
are moft wonderfully indebted to my rhe
toric; tho’ in good truth, I fear much mor
to your ewn.—However, the only metheé

in which I with him to convince me of ¥
fenft
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fenfe of the immenfe obligation, is to prove
his affe€tion, years after the magical words
have been pronounced by the prieft, to have
been founded on a bafis immoveable :—
Thus, and only thus, will his gratitude be
acceptable,

Your letter, my dear L‘ouifa, has thrown
me into fuch tip-top fpirits, that I had ac«
tuglly overlooked your ladythip’s delicate
feruples, and concluded the mortifying word
obey already uttered.  Well, to be fure, it
is rather provoking to be thus difappointed ;
however, I muft confole myfelf withe the
pleafing refle@ion, that my imagination has
been courier to the happy event.—My dear
mama is as much overjoyed as her Maria, and,
With myfelf, longs ardently to congratulate
you in perfon on the brightening view.—But
0 be ferious, is it ndt altonifhing who the

wretch




'Wret(;h' was, that. 'could-\ thus cruelly have
villified your’ name ?—Good H‘qave)ns l—
when we refle& upon' the barbarity of the
deed, we fcarce believe fuch a monfter can
éxift in human nature, and fhould doubt our
own fenfes, were there not fatal living ina'J
ftances of the depravity of mankind. Is it
not much to be wondered at, that in a coun-
try like this, held in fuch high eftimation by
all nations for the juftnefs and wifdom ofits
legiflature, no mode of punifhment has been
propofed for the murderers of: fq?ﬂtations}
none, I 'mean, which 'has’operate;l‘ as an efx
fe€te~1 reftraint on the licentioufefs of talk:
ing and writing?—And I {hould humbly hope
this might be done without a material in*
fringement on the liberty of the prefs. The
unhappy wretch, who probably to refcuc?
beloved wife, and darling offspring from the

oppreflive hand of famine, attempts to ftop
the
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the cravings of nature, by levying a contri-
bution on the highway, from the fons and
daughters of affluence, if unhappily taken,
is condemned to an ignominibus death, - tho?
the robbery does not exceed a penny ; while
\ynretches, devoid of all honour and genes
rofity, are fuffered to live in defiance of all
laws, human and divine, the curfe of fociety;
and the bane of : private happinels:;. Shake-
fpear finely expreffes the value of an un-
fpotted fame in the following lines:

« Good namé: i; men and Wo"mén,‘aear my lorag

' Is the immediate jewel of their fouls,

Who fteals my purfc:, fteals'trafth ; *tis fomething, #dthing;
"Twas mine, ’tis his; and has been flave to thoufands.
»But he that filches from me my good name, .

Robs me of that which not enriches him, =

And makes me podf indeed.”

- There is not, in my opinion, a bafer mode
. of attacking a man, than by an anonymous

epiltle ;
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epiftle;; you are ftabbed in the dark, with-
out a probability of difcovering the nvidi.
ous fee, and thould you even be able to
trace out the malignant afperfién, what re-
compence can a woman receive ! A man
may demand what is ftyled honorable fatis:
faflion ; that is e fay, he may with honour
cut the throat of his enemy, or fhoot him
through the head; but as for us, we have
none of thefe honourable modes of revené’e,
but are obliged filently to fubmit to the ftig-
mas thrown upon us; and we find ghe-world
ever but too ready to lean on the ill-natured
fide of the queftion.——But you, my fweet
girl, fhall yet rife fuperior to the malice of
envy. Thy Charles’s love and tenderncfs
will fully compenfate the forrows thy gentle
heart has experienced from the r.ancodr of
concealed enemies.—For once, virtue fhall

ride triumphant over vvillain-y. The deuce
take
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take it! I'm interrupted by the arrival of
company.—Lord Cardigan, and Lady Pau- -
lina F?elging,' his fifter, with a ﬁl:anger,
have juft alighted ; and, by the band}boxes
which the attendants are bringing into the
hall, it feems as if they defigned us a long
vilit; however, I will, at all events, renew

»

the pen ere I fleep.

in continuation.

9
9

Here I am, my dear Louifa, fatigued to
death with the rotine of infipidity that {fued
from the lips of this right honourable bro-
ther and fifter.

fo degraded as in this noble pair !—In one

Never fure was nobility

Jou fee diflayed a compound of pedahtry,
‘foppery and ignorance '—In the other, affec-
\tation, vanity, and indolence ! My lord

1S

E

I
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is but laitcly returned from 'r‘nak‘ihg‘ what iy
generally ftyled the Gmnd Tour’ wblch he
gives you to be acquainted with, before you
have been in his company five minutes!—
The Lady Paulina 'declares fhe is amazel
how her blOthEl could po{ﬁbl} fupport the
immenfe mconvemenmes a'tendmc sravel
ling '—For her part, the horrid idea of
rifing with {o unfathionable a lady as Auror
is enough to difgﬁﬁ any woman of qualit,
{etting afide the prodigious danger whichf
people of delicate conflitutiens muft neceHf-
farily be expofed to! ;
: _B‘ut,-com\e, fuppofe you teke a part 0
our improving converfation, by way of dit

logue:

D R A
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DRAMATIS PERSQ’\IJE

Q@ °

Lord CARDIGAN.

. Lady Paviina Frmmiye.
Strangers.

Mr.- SEDLEY,
‘Mrs. BRUDNEL, ° s
Magria,

‘0

Locm Card. ’Pon honour, Iadles' were not
bluthing emue]y out of vogue, my cheeks

would exprefls my confufion at thefe fentis

ments of Lady Paulina!

I do con%éive,
dear ladies, you will impute Lady Fleming’s
non-inclination to vifit the tombs of the
great heroes, and poets of antiquity, not to

an Jonorance of their worth and mem but
00—+ to—

Lady
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Lady P. Dear my lord, give yourfelf no §
trouble, I pray, to apologiie fo(g n}y Wam“
of curiofity, as none is neceflary ; I hate}
the very name of ftudy, and am only afto- |
nifhed how people of fathion can poffibly
run the rifque of {poiling the luftre of their
eyes, by poring over mufty books. I d;;re‘
anfwer for Mifs Brudnel in this refpect.

M. Sedley. 1f we may rely upon thesin:
formation of features, your ladyfhip is rather
miftaken in that particﬁlar; Mifs Brudnels
eyes feem to exprefs the wifdom and fireof
Minorva, tempered by‘the gentle beams of
bumility. (Bowing to Maria.)

Lord Card. Ha! ha! brayo!—Upon1y
foul, Sedley, the country air has been off
infinite {fervice to thee already !—It has, i}

_ part, difperfed thofe ‘vapourifh ideas of the
lovel}’l




‘myfelf, my -‘vaa;a B’fglﬁi‘yl
“indebted to Mr. Sedley, for the generous
| conﬁru&gpmhe put upon my Iooks ; but be-
lieve me, I felt feverely mortlﬁed at receiv-
ing a cemphment fo far furpaﬂing ﬁy de-

o O

Bt one

lerts, &

Lady P. For Heaven s fake good fblks t :
a triice with comphments Mr. Sedley i rst‘oo

well known among our {ex, to be in the leaﬂ;

aregarded s SRTY A ;
VO‘L--IL-- Gan el T ooy Sapnl
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Mr Sedley.”  Say ncTher word in that
ftrain, Lady Paulma, and upon my foul 'l
revenge my! fc_lf upon thofe pretty hpse |
Lady P. O! you wretch, you! [Sz,‘m‘tfng |
Jrom her feat, and looking at the glafs. ]—I ‘
‘vow if I do not look as frightful as Lady
Goring, who, by the by, has now bid adieu
to enchanting Pam, and is a conftant atten-
dant at Welley’s! )

ria, did you fee, before you quitted Lon-

Apropos !—Dear M-
don, the charming Holman ? -

Mrs, Brudnel. My daughter was buta
fortnight in town, after her arrival from
France ; but from the epithet preceding the
;fame, I prefume your lady{hip»is quite @

Holmanite ?

Mr. Sedley.  Her ladythip, Mrs. Brudnél

is like women of fafhion in general, carried
away
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away by the torrent!

Novelty, novelty,
mytedéar Madam, is. the darling paffion pf
their fouls !'

- Lord Card. See, fee, ladies! by Gad, the
= vapour begins to thicken!
But attually, Louifa, I can proceed no

fmther

The attention which politenefs
oblloed me to pay to the ftupid chit-chat,
was a fufficient penance, without recapitu-
lating filch trafh.

From the fpecimen al-
ready given, you will be able to guels what
a bore their company will be for a whole te-

~ dious fortnight.—However, I muft except
Mr. Sedley, whe, from the little I have feen
of him, feems a very fenfible pleafing man.
But I fhall fay nothing more of him, until
further acquaintance authorizes my good

a
= 9 2

opinion ; as it is impoffible to be a comp

12 tent

@



s and am evcp now obhge_d to it_egl 1
: ‘fe_:ya::;)a:t for gentle {leep.

e
ol

poﬂ’eﬁi?n of thefe eyqlkds ‘»—-—-——Yﬁsa
friend ! would to Hs:wen this fame Edw



?p‘ounéls, an hux‘nbie ten has litde to 'efpeé’t' ’

| =—But hbl'd-—-xf money can bias his heart, it
is not worth a‘ﬁgh '=——+~—But then, again, the
.Jlas béauty —tx‘a‘e aﬁd i Niam may be-

ﬁeve the flattering t‘on‘gi:e of men, fhe is

‘not Eieﬂ&tuﬁe of charms.

rndeed Louxfa, i qufh at my fél]y 3 ; but
Ia am convmced a heart Ilkt “)}Iour s, which
has expenenced the fad perplex1t1es of love,'
will pardon and fympatfnze in thofe of mine!

—-I am cohvmced he v1ews mc w1th the ut-
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he has never paid me the Naft compliment §

but, on the contrary, takes» every opportus=
nity to rail at the whims and inconft#heg of
our fex |—not very polite, you will alI’ow_’-
confidering it is before threeladies-.;To add

to my embarraffment, Lord Cardigan feems

inclined to affume the garb of love; and*
pelters me inceffantly with his fulfome and
¢laborate panegyrics,—One moment I am
compared to Helen, then to Juno, MinerzD
va, and Venus :—in fhort, there is not a
human being, or even a goddefs, that I do

not equal or furpals! My eyes compared

Sl itlie, i;pangles of heaven ! — eye-braws
modelled by Cupid’s bow l—eye-lathes turn-
ed by the delicate fingers of Queen Mab!

Lips, carnations - honied o’er |—teeth
like fnow-drops on leaves of rofes, &c. &¢.

All this, and a thoufand times worfe, if

poﬂlble, am I, for the fake of good man-
‘ - ners;
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fiers, ncceﬁitated/é endure |—Good Hea-
vens! that people fhould pay fo great a tax
to fofm®and ceremony !—Were 1 to obey
the dl&ates of Nature, I fhould command
him from my. preﬁ_nce ; or, at leaft, impofe
a perpetual filence. In good truth, I tremble.
at his ma_king‘-any overtures to my mother ;
for, notwithftanding I am convinced fhe has
not a wifh fo near her heart as my 'happinefs,
yet will the fplendouf of the alliapce bias her
to his intereft; and what reafonable ex-
cufe can I make ?—Can I with decency ac-
knowledge a prepoﬂ“cﬁion in favour of an
objeét who regards me in the moft, diftant
light »—Or can I, who have ever been ac-
cuftomed to pay the moft implicit‘obedieﬁce.
to her every defire, attempt to dilobey her
in a point like this, without producing fome
plea of force —1 am fenfible my mother
has too much good at heart ever to urge a

I4 thing



dawn, 10 purfue thcxrd y
- who fink in Tweettpaﬂqu‘illi{y upon ﬂ; ir b
of flock; ~and whofe all of 11fe is l@ve e
Ob, L@q;fa! how far preferable is the low‘,‘
roof, 1f blefied with the fociety of the objett
aFo’-uv_'rv love, to all the wealth the Indies
~ could beftow, if chained to one indifferent
o your affeltions »—Not that i would aﬂ-*. ‘
vife any girl, blindly, to marry the firlt man
with whom fhe may 1ma0§ne fhe is what the’ '
B world ,

=



blanks there are to one . prize '-—me. his
arifes thé msmy wretched couples we hourly

-behold' But whether am I wanderir g?
One w‘ould as&ua‘lly fuppo?é I

atrea- -
tlfe on matrlmony, ‘however, T

penetratmn will eaﬁiy pierce thr@ilgh the
thm veil, and quickly dlfeo‘ver the cau{e of
ﬁaefe mmherent hnesf The*refore, Ief‘t k-
; ﬂmuld{re your patience with any more of
“ Lh o Lo

L ¥
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my ﬁupid moralizing, I '\ill ceafle writing

till in a better humour.

In Continuatioﬁ;;

Friday Morning, 12 o’Cloclé.

My forebodingsy my fweet friend, were
but. too well founded.—Ah, me! unhappy
prepofleflion!—Would to Heaven, either [
had never beheld the agreeable Sedley, oF

that Lord Cardigan had kept his regard with-

in the boundaries of‘friendfhipilo o

This morning my mama entered my dref-
fing-room.—< Maria, my love,” cried fhe,
“ how fares my child >— What dreams vifited
you laft night >—Dreamt you of aught rela-

tive to a change of condition ?” Here,

Louifa, my heart palpitated; and I too juft-
3 : & ]y
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‘ l]y furmifed to whagénd her difcourfe tendeds-
—In fhost, fhe foon gave me to underfiand

 that fha expetied I would liften with com-
placency to the addreffes of his Lordfhip,
whofe advances were by no means to be
flighted.—Would you believe it? I had not
power to utter a fyllable, fuch an effe&t had
her words on me; nbtwi[,hﬂanding it was no
more than what I had apprehended. She,
however, took not the leaft notice of my vi-
fble confufion, but quitted the chamber;
telling me Lady Paulina was already in the
breakfaft parlour.—She had no fooner re-.
tired, than my over-charged heart fought
vent in ‘a flood of tears :—In the snidft of
which I received a fummons to attend the
tea-table; Brufhing away, as wg;_H as I was
able, the traces of {orrow from my cheek, T
delcended. The hateful Lord Cardigan flew
to me.—* Say, lovely maid, what caufesthe

‘16 beauteous



: rep}y,f feated myfelf at the table,
.'my méther was not in the room at ,

¥ 'ﬁant. , Hﬁwever, on her emrance,%e ffb.
‘ p‘el:celvad the a}teratlon in my countenanc

“”fEd‘ me to lye down ‘af httle. My* Loid
’ & tormred
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fenfe of the immenfe obligation, is to prove
his aﬁ&e&ion, years after the magical words
have been pronounced by the prieft, to have
been founded on a bafis immoveable :—
Thus, and only thus, will his gratitude be

- acceptable.

Your letter, my dear L.ouifa, has thrown
me into fuch tip-top fpirits, that I had ac«
tuglly overlooked your ladyfhip’s delicate
{cruples, and concluded the mortifying word
obey alreadx pttered.  Well, to be fure, it
is rather provoking to be thus difappointed ;
however, I muft confole myfelf witks the
pleafing refleétion, that my imagination has
been courier to the happy event.—My dear
mama is as much overjoyed as her Maria, and,
with myfelf, longs ardently to congratulate
you in perfon on the brightening view.—But
to be ferious, is it ndt aftonithing who the

wretch
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bhave nof, as I thought,\xeﬁowéd my virgin |
— No— 8
breathe !—1I live again l—and can npw, with ;

¢

"a proper confidence, acquaint my mother |

affeGtions upon an infenfible.

with the ftate of my heart, who will not, I
am convinced, now urge me to favour the
fulfome Lord Cardigan, when fhe finds thg”‘
paffion reciproca],@n\d the object every way ‘
fuitable to my expe&atioﬂs; and indeed, in |
title excepted, equal to my right honourable |
lover. ®o* pardon me, my fair frielxd, for
thus running on without giving you a clue
by which you might develope tht meaning of
my words. '

I quitted my pen to join our guefts, and
avoid a private conference with my mother.
On defcending into the breakfaft parlourl
found itempty. I then concluded they were

pxobably in the ftudy ; and thither bent My
4 courfe.
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courfe.  On’ of)en'. {4 ‘the door, 1 beheld

| *folus, the man whole prefenée was moft plea-
fing ; é)us whom; at that time, I moft wifhed
 to avoid: he was ftanding in a thoughtful
pofture ; I*apologized for my entrance; I
‘was about to quit the room, when he re-
quefted I would not fo fpeedily deprive him
of my company, and of an opportunity he
had been fo folicitous to obtam{-——then
entreating my pardon, proceeded to make
the moft engaging declaration Epiaa had
ever received ; at the fame time, requeﬁmr’
me to regard this abrupt avowal not in any
light der‘ogatory to the efteem he bore me ;
Bur, on tﬁe\contrary, to the fear heshad of
Lord Cardigan proving a powerful rival and
opponent. But as the converfation of lovers
feldom are regarded as very entertaining or
inftrutive to their hearers, or to thofe whom

the parties may chofe to honour with their

confidence,



_ your fair hand to the drfcernmg and faithful
Bentinck. Therefore, myy dear gmL ify
expeét Yo acquire a place i in the cheem o
ée{‘hned caro fpofo haREn toBrudne] Pﬁ}ﬂc

happmefs ef f o

{1}
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- Thus fér, all wasas I «.cou]'d,:wiﬂi 3 buthow

> gét myfelf properly introduced was ano.’

¥ ther quettion. T was jn this dilemma, when'
T . £ card
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a card arrived from 13‘] Cardigan ﬁith a - ».
invitation to dinner. You know the man,«
therefore defeription would be imbeptinent,
—This card broughtrto my Ieco'lle&iqri thatf; '
his Lordfhip had a feat within twenty miles §

of my charmer’s habitation ; and that in alf| i

complithed. Every thing anfwered to my°
L

moft fanguine defires, as the fequel will prove

to you.—Afier the dinner was removed, and

the defert placed on the table, the fentimen

lowingu elegant harangue.—* O gemmini! &
Sedley would you credit fo'horrid a bore 0= ¢
My Lord Cardigan aétually infifts upon bt
rying me, for ten days at leaft, at that dor- p!
mitory called Brudnel Place.—O Heavens! 4

Seel i
the bare idea is enough to vapour any Vo
mal
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W an of fathion to dea41 ; but truly there is
| fo refufing, for you,muft know, his Lord- .
b ip has taken it into his noddle to fall de-
| dera{ely in love with that plece of fill life,
ilaria Brudnel. —-Pray, Sedley, did you ever
the girl >—She was in town a few days
_‘ :ﬁis fummer upon her return »fr>om France,
fihere the notable mama thought fit to fend
e ; with what view I leave you to guefls,
$or I am f{ure I cannot.”

| This, Bentinck, you muft allow was a
fucky hit ;. ancj, faith, I was too excellent a
portfman to let it e:fcape; {o returned the
| fady this gallant reply :— Updh my-foul,
our Ladythip’s condition is rather pitiable,
. fooped up inthe dreafy country with a cou-
. P'e of lovers and an antiquated dowager, at
{ Phis feafon, when alllvthe world will be in
_fown.  And, faith, if I was not half afraid

i} ta
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1 {hall be under the neceﬂity @f lea

ﬁiy ﬁalnfiﬁr wmdow—@r

ol

e

ofher mmg ‘qu%iéj 'A’xiiez:eiiénh owie
to my de’p’artii‘re‘i m;i‘dé a d'é:_'tetmifrigncn
¢o fuffer a blind inclination to miflead

- > i
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},tterjudcment- thQreFore, on my arrival

ff'e conda& of the fau fex with the utmoﬂ, |
_;f;vemy ; notwyithftanding which, I thought
P could p'lainly perceive my company not
w'ifaggr,vreeabl«':. to the lovely Maria. , But yet
:had feen toé much of her‘ fex’s duplicity
0 put any great reliance upon the language
Bt their features; {fo for fome days kept up :
| & p&]te referve. But at laft I bega;x to be
ipprehenfive from the melancholy in her
ountenance, zhd the noble offers I found
ord Cardigan had made, that the might, in
‘bedience;to parental authority, yields her
and to my rival; efpccmlly, as even fup-

oﬁnrr {he honoured me with any place in

Omy affe@lions, and fhe might, therefore,
the more willingly obey" the commands of a
: . beloved
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l_)elbvéd parent. Tli;tf& covnﬁderat_ions urge

me to make a declaration of my love; b
receptiorh of which, and her fubfequent by
haviour convinced me ho# rightly I judge
But fiill, Charles, I cannot think of ente
ing into fo folemn an engag’emen’t.as'mtﬁ’
mony, without @a fironger furety of her he
being f{olely mine, and that fhe prefers mel§
all my-fex. '
5 2

- However, I have not, as jfet, determine‘
what plan to purfue. But d;:pen_d uponi
fhall do n‘othing rafhly, though I be]iev?

love her as fincerely as ever man loved ¥
man. A fhort time will, therefore, dedil
- my fate. In the interim let me hear ho
ydu go on, whether you have as yetI®
_vered the lofs of your inconftant miftrefs
—Inform me further about the unfortan

Edwin, and his amiable confort: I feel 1)
: 3 f
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{elfmtercﬁed in tl eir fehcuy, and fympa-
thize in f.he affliCtions his manly breaﬁ muft
endure it the ill-condu&, to call it by no.
h worfe a name, »f an only fiter. Tell me

Jtoo when you defign revifiting this king-

dom I cannot conceive what magic can de-
tain you fo long on the other fide of the
fvater ; unlefs, indeed, fome foreign beauty
Tould have filled up the chafm in thy heart :
thosld this not be the cale, prithee, return ;

not, believe me, Bentinck, that your advice
Efwill be of apy fervice ; for upon my foul, you

) y X 5 ~
have managed your own love affairs with {o

‘lictle adroitnefs, that I will not even afk thee
! :

id
g be affured you will ever retain the firft and :

thy opinion ; notwithftanding which avowal‘;

: warmeft place in the friendfhip of -

Cfs = 3 ) : i
al

EDWARD SEDLEY.
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Don Guzyax to EpwinCaveypisy, Bl
3 &

(e 1

: Ma&rid;
:FORTUNE, my dear Edwin, wearied af

length with perfecuting your youth, has i

=

kind compaffion to your neceflities, remove
‘Don Ferdinanda de Malaga from, this valeo
care and anxiety. His Lordfhip now lies?

{plendid memento of the nothingnefs of all

==

earthly pride and glory; and swas ' himfd
. before his death, 1 b'elie\'fe, thoroughly ol
vinced of the ‘infufficiency of wealth,  the
boaft of heraldry, or pomp of authoritys and
found that all alike awaited the inevitable

) . (o]
_ hour, and were foon terminated by the grav
; About
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About ten 'days)go' I received a meffavé
from his  Lordfhip, entreating my prefence,
when shoplng fome fpark of relenting af-
fe€tion mightshave kindled into a gentle
flame of\forgivenefs, and confumed the re-
mains of his difpleafure, I haftened with
friendly ir'npa't‘fenrce to ohey the fummons.—
On arriving at the caftle I learned from the
domeftics, that their lord was verging to the
gbal of life, worn out by the length of years.

—My name gained me immediate admit-

woe, I beheld the Vvenerable nobleman,
fupported in his bed by pillows, furrounded
by a train of weeping dependents!—His
b ghfftly father, a man of real and diftinguifh-
ed pjety, knelt by his fide, exhorting him to
exclude from his mind all terreftial objeéts,
and fix hls heart, as, well as- eyes, on the
bleffed image of the Saviour of mankind !—
Vor, 11, K How-

>

2 : . ;
tance :—®n entering the apartment of ftately



( 198 )
However, on my apip'xf_oach\Don Ferdinando
- commanded' every perfon to-withdraw, his

holy counfellor excepted ; and thicné ina

low and expiring key, declargd the extreme |
compunaion of his mind, for the harﬂmefg .

of his treatment of his daughter and your.
5 b3

felf; and with a deep figh, faid he, looked
upon the death of his fon, Don Manuel, as
a judgment from Heaven for fuffering his
heart to make fo great a difference betwegn
children, who ought, by every rule of nature,
to have been both equally de“ar,«,to_:him—j,
and, moft devoutly fueing for pardon _f.f(?m
the Throne of Grace, continued, that he
had endeavoured to make every e‘{piatioﬂ
in his power, by fettling all his eﬁateb 1’<3?11
and pex.oml on you his grandfon,. and )OUr
heirs for ever; excepting a few lecraCIes s and
a bcqud‘c to a holy order of Chanomﬁs:

whofe px'ayers he moft humbly inplored:—
§ ¢ {3 And

.
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« And now, faxd the venerable parent, Thave

but one wifh ungratlﬁed which is to behold

my daf‘mg Edwin, whom my falfe notions

of honour *and revenge ex1lcd from this

kingdom : but vain muft be that defire, and

the chaftifement is juft.—You, Don Guz-
man, are not .u'nacquaint'ed with the' place

of his refidence, therefore, when the laft

fand of life thall be run, and this finking

frame configned to the filent manfions of the
dead, to reft ;vith my great anceftors, then

make known to him thislaft att of my being.

}And; Ob! 'may my fluGuating and difap-
! 4 > .

‘rointed days prove a ufeful leffon to his

youth; and if Heaven blefles him with

fcbildren, may hé never permit his heart to

ry : st ;
Yhow that pardality, which has proved the

fource of all my woes.”-—And exprefling an
inclination to ‘try the affiftance of the balmy
Yeftorative of nature, fleep, I retired, fruck at

> S K 3 the
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the aweful fcene I had ju(&been witnefs of'-'.; '
Nothing now remains, my dear fnend but
to inform you, that the day follo!wmg I
received the melancholy iatelligence that,
Don Ferdinando had breatHe_dhis_laﬁ._

I have now fulfilled the commands of the

deceafed, and long impatiently to affure you
once more, how fincerely I am- interefted
in all that concerns your happinefs, and fhat
of your amiable and deferving Louifa, which
I hope perfonally to have the pleafure to re
peat to you ; as it is abfolutely nec‘eﬂ’aly you
jhoul'd once more vifit this kingdom, to tak
pbﬁ'eﬁion of the immenfe treafures whic
have devolved to you, With moft refpet
ful comphments to your lady, I remam wi
the utmoft fincerity,

Your’s, !
GuzHsi

©
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. Mr. WooLERTON to Mr. TOMLINSON..

-
o

2 3 7 Sﬁdo

UPON my foul, Jack, I almoft repent |—
1day, almoft: for were my repentant fit at
its exuberance, I am convinced I fhould be
incapable ofproceeding farther againft this
hea}t-mo'ving beauty —But as things now
are, it would be the height of madnéfs and
folly to fuffer my d-——d whining confci-
ence, to get the n;aﬁery of fuch a well-plan-
ned {cheme as mine. But, faith, Tomlin=
fon, “callous as thy heart is to all the plead-
ings of humanity, I much queftion whether
¢ven thou, with all othy boafted heroifm,

K3 could



{ 202 )
could be proof againft thi\terribly reduce:d
< condition of this girl, who, at this moment,
is happily deprived of feeling, byb;k{’e lofs
of that nobleft of gifts, heryreafon /—The
fweet fufferer feems dxferlvowered by a fenfe.
of her defencelefs fituation ; and, in truth»A‘
1 believe a too great exertion‘to fupport her

fpirits againft any perfonal infults which her
fearful mind might have led her to appre=
hend from fo refolute a condué as mine hg
hitherto been : thefe. fruggles hath.no doubt
been' the caufe of her preferit deplorable
ftate ; not an hour ago I entered her aparts
_ment, 4nd was fo forEibly ftruck at my'l oW
villany, that had there at that moment bees
a poflibility of reftoring her, without immis
nent danger to mvfclf I do verily bel lieve I
fhould have relinquifhed my execrable des
figns ; but recolle&ing felf-intereft, I check-

ed the rifing compaffion, and adyanced 10

wards

o
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Wards the fc01ched maid, who lay w1ld]y
gazmg around =T took the bummc ‘hand;
and dnquxred after her health ;—to which fhe
~made no reply; but, puttmtT her ﬁnoer to'
her lips, cried,—<¢ Hark I Do’ﬁ fee,"Sic’
)Chal‘lés, that pretty flutterer ? Oh poor
jbird I: Nay, do not beat thy tender breaft
thus 1~ < Swaet Lomfa' rephed[ ten-

derly preﬂing her hand—¢ Sweet Louifa !
: wechoed,the beauteous mourner;, Ah me!

and am I fill your f{weet Louifa ?—O! how
kind to fpothe my painful head (putting her
hand to her forelléad;)—Bu't come, come,
my love ! let’s-hafte away, for fee she hour
approaches }'———< What ‘hour? (interrupt-

ing her) whether would the fair Louifa go ?"* -

¢ Gol—quickly repeated fhe, why to
yorlder. brook, where I have promifed to
meet my dear Edwin and my eharming Ben-
tinck —Didft ever Rear that pretty tale, Sir,

K 4 a naughty

>
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2 naughty man taught my poor heart I"—
Here 1 felt fuch a confound%‘i inclination to :
be—a fool, that I blufh to acknowlefig& my
weaknefs ' —But the Iovely“pra%tlertproc\eeq‘~
ed :— Once on a time, a maiden fair and
young, like a certain perfon I know; but
huth !—I won'’t tell indeed !—faw from her
window a cage to which hung manyrli_me
twigs, to draw unwary birds within the ‘cage;
a black-bird fat to at the tempter’s part!—y
ha! ha! ha! when, ftrange to fay, a {parrow,
filly fool, here hopped upon the énare !—
Alas a-day, fweet bird! the maid ret'urnedf
but, holé (rifing brifkly on her ccuch) I will
fet it to mufic!”—And then, playing her’
pillow, as if feated before the harpfichord,
" began f}nging in the moft melancholy notes .

thefe lines:

4 « With



{205 )

¢ With a garland of firaw I will crown thee, loves
Tl marry ylee with a rufh rihg! 0
Thy frozen heart fhall melt with love,
3 So merrily I will fing "

When fepe;ting the laft line over feveral
times the a&ually compofed herfelf into a
fate of forgeifulnefs ; for, dropping on her
pillow, fell into a finer ﬂéep than fhe has had
fince her fever |—After a moment’s filent ad-
n;iration,rl retired to divert my thoughts
from the channel of repentance; and do
- moft fer\;emly pray that this {flumber may
prove conducive to her reftoration '—And,
faith, Jack, who knows, but that n_bt,having
prayed for thefe many many years before,

my petition may be granted !

Ia your laft you feem to hint your fulpi-
cton of the impratlicability of ever mould-

g this obdurate ma?d to a compliance,—

K 5 { but,
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but, thou blockhead' doﬁ thou not know
A That a faint heart never\gon a fair Iady 12
and, “ that none but the brave deferve fuc-
cefs!” and ¢ that ftratagem is allowable in
love as wcll as in war;” therefort, p‘ri'thee,'
Jack, rio more of your “canting !|—1I havea'
plan, my boy, the fuccels of which muft bt
infallible.—Let bife my angel recover,_apd ‘

mine the thall and muft be, by all the imma-

culate Powers ! What fays your wife

poddle to making the pretty innocent be-
lieve, that i her ftate of infenfibility I had
the marriage ceremony performed ?——To.
ag;ree V\;ilh which, I have given the fervant
a ring to flip on her delicate finger, during

her repofe.

I expé& a moft confounded inundation of

female heroifm ; fuch as, faintings, execrds

tions, cenfure, reproack, and all the artillery:

of
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of feminine rage and d?ﬁppoin»tment!
Upon my fou],ﬁfﬁefpi‘rit of fondnefs S cons
t‘rad\i‘l&ibn," is ' the only, principle to ‘which
the fex pay a conftant attention and obe-
dience, and ‘hat alone muft be the mafter-
key of her obftinate refufel. —Am not I a
‘young mang and, without vanity, Jack, a
handfome fellow ; at leaft fo the lovely foft
ones ftyles me ; and am I not mafter of as
ﬂattermv and fmooth a tongue as the beft or
wor[t of my:fex »—What the devil thgn
would the girl have >—Why give me all this
d——d tlouble, when in the.end fhe will
doubtlefs thank me for thus Llndly forcmg
her to her good !-—By Heavens, Tomhnfon,
1 feel myfelf a man again; and am pre-
pared to ftand the torrent which I expef
to,affail me on the provoking gipfey’s re-

govery.

K6 - By



( 208 )

: By the bye, Jack, that mahcmus toad,
Charlotte, had nearly rume&\r all my noble
projeéts, by her curfed low- mmdé’da,and
infatiate thirft of vengeance. ———Farth what
think you the little devil took it into
her head to do ?

i " ()
lefs than to write a full and cireumftan-

Why tr uly, nothmi

tial dlfcovery of my affumed charafer,
and an avowal of the arts practifed againft
Sir Charles Bentinck and Leuifa, to place,
This
diabolical epiftle, you may bc‘ua{{ured, ¥

an eternal barrier to their union.

took fpecial care fhould never reach my
little prifoner’s hand.—But think, Tomlin~
d filly figure I fhould have
cut, had this notable plan met with the fuc-

{on, what ad

cefls expetted, how devilifhly I muft have
dwindled in my charmer’s eyes !—Upon my
+ foul, I fhudder at my narrow efcape [—Moft
Juftly is it faid, « That mo rage can equal 2

dxfappomted

@



( 209 )

_difappointed wontan !”"—But this girl ever
. poffefled more ¢f the ferpent in her compo- *
: ﬁtion.\th"ﬁn the dove; and, long, long ago,
~thould I have taken my eternal farewell of
 the Iady, had | xt not been my intereft to con-

tinue the connexion.
- ot

My pocket, Tomlinfo;), you know is fel-
dom in the moft ﬂoufi{hng ftate ; and there-
fare her purfe was ever a happy refource ;
as it was no difficult matter to drain her of
the cafh whith the liberal and generous fpi-
rit of Captain Cavendifh, aided by the mo-
ther’s private gifts, fupplied her with,

, At thre captain’s exit off the flage of life, the
provident mother and daughter hit on the'
notable fcheme which yéu know caufed my
vifit to the Coﬁtinent; but all this, Jack,
you are aIfeady acquainted with ; and there-
fore, as I at prelent can find no topic_more

agreeable,
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agreeable, fhall defer the -conclufion:of dns.

Jetter till fome future op po)\iunity.
g )

Juid

Yiiw
In' Continuations,

Faith, Jack, thy friend Tdm has hada
eurfed narrow efcape: but to bufinels in

proper order.

By the date of the pre:
ceding part of this letter you will perceivﬁ,
that it is now a week fince I wrote laft; I
then' mentioned the fine fleep‘thg little ty-
rant had lulled herfelf into, and in which fhe
continzed for twelve hours.  QOn wa’king;
after this propitious temporary death, fhe
~found herfelf fo greatly refrefhed as to be

able to leave her couch, and really was, be-

yond credibility, reftored to ftrength 1—Of
this I was no fooner informed, than I re-

folved to put my-noble contrivance of ama=
- riage
2
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yiage in play.—Accordingly, with the free-
dom of an attu i lord and mafter, I entered,
the lady’s chamber, throwing in my counte-
nance and manners, a proper mixture of the
tender and important !—She was feated in an
elbow chair, fupported by pillows; had on
4 loofe white dimity combing-gown, and had
thrown off her cap, with a defign, I fup-
. pofe, (her dreffing-cafe ftanding by her fide)
to difentangle her beautiful auburn locks.—
On my entrance, her charming eyes, whofe
luftre but the day before feemed to have been
totally extmcrmihed now flathed indignant
on the bold intruder; and, rifing from her -
feat, cried, with an air the moft hau;ghiy fhe

could poflibly affume, ¢ Wherefore, info- .-

lent man, this daring prefumption ?*
“ Pardon me; replied I, fneakingly acjvanc;
ing, rather awed by her looks, pardon this
anxious folicitude which bas -induced your

VWﬂm'ot
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Wilmot to enter the ado-re& prefence of his
Iouifa uncommanded!—Btt, continued I,

taking the handon which the golden padlock
was placed, and which had efcaped her ob-
fervation, this hand, this lovely hand, which
beyond my life I prize;, will furely plead it
mafter’s right l—O ! my f{weet, my angeli¢
bride ! « Pride!—returned fhe, ftrug-
gling to releafe the hand I held captive, :
whofe bride?” ¢ -Can my Louifa aﬂ(?_
whofe but the envied Wilmot!”— Thme»

monfter '—O unhand me, villain ” forcing

her fingers from my grafp; and then, fir
eflpying the little chain around her finger,
with an air of frantic grief, quickly tore i
from its beauteous lodge ; and, throwing 1t
with {corn on the ground, flamped with the
greateft venom on the innocent bauble! l—
HereI thought <t proper, in my turm to

mount the high fteed ; and, raifing my voice
“ : cried,

e
sy
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eried; « Take care, take care, Madam, and
do not, by an ill-j;i;rxed and perpetual avers
fion, lay in a fiore of endlefs woe for your-
felf !—1_3y my foul, Ilove you at this mo-
ment, in delfpité of all your cruel difdain,
beyond all earthly goed; and, notwithftand-
mg at this inftant I am but too fatally con=
vinced your heart doats on the detefted Sir
Charles Bentinck, yet is my affe&tion for you
o_fcfo éxalted a ﬁamb, that I am inclined to
run all rifques, and endeavour, by my un-
wearied aﬂidalty, to merit at leaft your
elteem and compaffion !””

“ My efteem ! repeated the incenfed maid,
my deteflation, you would rather fay, barba-
fian!—Now hear me, bounteous Heaven I
(falhrg on her knees) if ever I do forgive
this outrage to humanity, or ceafe to view
this monfter with other eyes than loathing

~and
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and difguft ; let thy: -juﬁice doom me'to s

Jong life of mifery I—Rain' rain, thy venge

ance not only on me, but on the peace of
him whofe happinefs is dearer to me than the
vital air!—Let pining w‘ant;@md' anguifh be |
my lot, and infamy my portion !—may lgy
fieps be followed by the finger of contempt!
—and, O! be any curfe my puﬁifhmeﬁt but
Wilmot I . Here fhe arofe, and, with

inimitable dignity; throwingrherfclf; into her

chair, and covering her lovely features with
her handkerchief, relieved . hér paih By af
copious fhower of ltears."—Upon my foul,
her fuiious apoftrophe firuck me dumb fora
few minutes ; when, confiderin xg 1 had go“e
too far to retra&, I found that nothing was
left but to m'ﬁﬁ'é; all the drafs 1 could ; and,
ia fhort, to blufter her out of he‘rfdf"-'—'"
Accordmcrly, {natcling the thade from her

face, “and ﬁercdy feizing her arm, cricd,
« Ungrateful
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« Ungfatefui'woman! thipk not my hear€
will tamely fubr;_;i’t to this ungenerous treats-
_ment !—Does n;y unremitting refpe‘&—mya
honourable conduft—while thus I held you
a helplefs v1&}m in ‘my power, deferve no
better return than the moft vindi&ive abufe ?
.-—:Perdition catch me, if T longer bearit l—
Mine yoix are; and fhall be, by all the gods I"* .
;—Saying, which, I caught her in my arms;
when, ﬂipping from.my‘ encircling embrace,
fhe funk once more on her knees, and clafp-
ed her haxnds;, as in the a& of fupplication ;
the tearéﬂreaming down her fluthed cheeks,
her hair in wild diforder flowing con her
thoulders !—Faith, Jack, at that rﬁoment,
methought the appeared: fomething more
than human ! when, with a voice broken
by {obs, fhe thus entreated my pity l—« O I
Mri Wimot, if there remains the leaft de-
gl‘eé of human kindnefs in your breggc ;—if

you
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you ~yourfelf ever hope to meet with merey
Jdn your hour of death (8] fave me, fave me}
~—Let this one generous dced cancef nmy paﬁi
_ wrongs!—Your's I never, never, can be ;—
my heart and foul is another’l'g I—0 my be<
loved Charles ! S8

. “ Again, madamd (interfupbting her) ab-
horredname!—Difeales blaft him I—Provok- |
ing yet enchanting giﬂ!" and again I at
tempted to feize'her,‘when fpringing up,
quick as thought, fhe caughther {ciffars from
- the table, and with the frantic afpe& of mad-
nefs, effayed to plunge the pointed weapon
in my ‘heart! but. fortunately, by quickly
moving my. body on one fide, I avoided the
well-aimed blow. In an inftant fhe was
calm; and raifing her ‘eyes to heaven, fer-
- vently ejaculated her thanks to God for pre-

ferving her from the terrible fin of murder!

~—Then turning to me, continued, « Love
me,
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me, Slr, from this fpec1men of my phren-
2y ; you may tuke warning how dangerous-;
to yeourfelf a farther continuance in the
room will be. | I now tremble at the defpe-
rate deed thishand had nearly committed l—
Fly, then, Sir, my prefence, for the pre-
fent at leaft, “and permit me time to recover
my wonted compofure.—Do not, O.! do

not deny the undone Loulfa, this fmall re<
Gueft !”

Thinking it by no means politic to ex-
afperaté the lady further, at that peribd; left
fhe fhould have glutted her rage in ner own
blood, I, deeply fighing, and laying my:
{pread hand on my breaft, replied, * That
notvithftanding I lived but in her prefence,
yet, in obedience to the commands of her
whofe wifhes it would ever be my glory to
anticipate, I would withdraw ; bu* hoped,

b and
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and expeed, ‘that.when flie coolly refle@ed
_how impoffible it was now o diffolve that
| union, to which, to my extreme mo.tificas
tion I found her {'ob_ul fo grea‘ly 2vér[e, her
good fenfe, aided by her juft-ideas of relie.
‘gion, would lead her to pardon the man;
and, in weighing the violence -of his love,
: againﬁ his faulty proceedings, fuffer the ba
lance to be predominant: in the favour of
Cupid ;”—on which, bbwing low, I retired.
—1I had no fooner quitted the apartment;
than the arofe, and double-locked che door;
nor would admit amy creature within the
chamber until the next morﬁiﬁg, when fhe
delivered ‘the: following note to be given
to mes
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‘To Tgom &5 Wiimor, Efg.
i

LTS TR e L

vl

ON quitting my apartment yefterday, you
made ufe of this expre!ﬁon :— That it
would be your glory to anticipate my wifhes.”
5—15 then your wordslcarry with them any
fignification, and are not like mere bubbles
floating on the furface of the deep, permit
her, whofegeac)e you have fo leng deftroyed,

1o make this one’ trial of jyour fincerity :~—

the teft is trifling, and’ cannot conduce:to

tught but your-advantage, and muft eflen-

lielly to my future tranquillity,‘ Permit me,

bir, cight days of uninterrupted refle@tion —

Perhaps in that fpace I may be enabled to

Wm my perturbed foud I—Yield me theny
- - [

on

»
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v

on my knees 1 entreat it, this fmall grati-
fication, at the 'expirgtiori,;)f which time you}
1hall receive the grateful acknow1ejgeﬁ1ents
i

Of the difirafled,

A

»

lovisA ———

Now, my boy, what fay ydu »—siher]!
iyes the pratticability ofa compliance ?—Dd y

5 G
you not know, that when the town capit

lates, the day is our own, and that the Veil
foldier may then enjoy his happy, flumber
in fecurity l—And do you not fee the fairf

inflexible begins already to make terms 0
peace ? — Her grateful acknowledgement

can tend to nought but my advantage.
Sweet lady I—Faith, Jack, 1 am half Wi
woul

with'joy '—Pray, do you not think it
Ao Yl
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be ferving this little termagant as the merits,

= *

 to lord it over hes in ' my turn ?—1In a month
a -
hence, J believe I fhall take that thought
| into contemplatipn; but in the interim perufe
my {ubmiffive seply :
) :
- 2
To Mrs.- Witmo 1.

' YES, adorable and divine charmer, thy

P .
requeft is granted !—and every other defire

which my lovgly Louila will 'deign to make
known, fhall be as willingly fulfilled !

0! my fweet, my beauteous bride!. will

10t my fo ready obedience to your com-
nand, nofwithﬁanding the fevere penance
nflited by it on your fuffering Wilmot,
nake f'ome {mall plea in my favour with your
ienerous heart l-——Ah, my charming wife !
iten to the adoring pleader, and permit
ouidfeur enraptured hufband to enjoy the Ppiea-
Vor, II, 16 fing
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5 .
fing thought, that the interpretation his flat-
* tering hopes have thrown &n your amiable
lines, may not prove, to ufe your 'o-wfi‘fweet‘.
word, like a vain <« trouble "—but, on th;e h
contrary, be realized by behdlding the be-
nignant {mile, once more touch thofe ruby
lips; in which delightful- cxpeé’cauon, he
fubttribes himfelf, my lovcly girl’s

Devoted flave, 3

- . Tuoomas WILMOT.

Now, Jack, the golden harveft is ripe.—
By my foul, I am all extacy I—To-morrow!
—to-morrew |—Fly fwift, ye tardy moments
—gallop away ye creeping hours ! —But
hold, a billet from my emprels.—No recan-
tatlon, I hope !—faith Jack, I almoft dread

to open it.~But come, courage, my lad!—
- Only
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you are rubbing thofe curfed heavy eyes of

p »
thine,ﬂ to difcover my meaning,—penetza-
tior! not being among the number of your
properties ;4fo take my plaguy ftory, from

the conclufion of my laft.

Delightgd by the ehchanting yielding
.profpeét in view, I, blockhead like, paften-
—-ed to prefent the little devil with the means
_at once to gratify her own malicious defigns,
and clofe,) at the fame inftant, my opening
fortunt.—Obedient to the inclination her
‘billet exprefled, 1 immediately cqmmandeﬂ
the family to retire as early as poffible, and
myfelf ‘fooliﬂﬂy entered my chamber, with
the moft flattering ideas, unfufpicious of
treachery ; for who the devil could fulpett ;
the houfe well faftened, and myfelf her next
door neighbour ?—With fpirits: exhilarated
by an extraordina(;y glafs which | had taken

: L 3 to

3
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to the health of my dwxmty, I foon, too
Zatally, fell into the arms of Wlorphgus, nor
awoke till the clock had told the mm}fhour
the next morning; the day owhith I had‘
vainly thought was to have “infured the
prize mine, beyond the power of fate o»
chance |—In paffing ‘her chamber, I gently
tapped; and defcended; then writing a few
lines, pamtmg my 1mpatlence to throw my- |
felf at her feet, and claiming that {weet red
conciliation which her letter made me hope
would attend the performance of “her re-
queft; at the fame time entreéting the ho-
nour of her company to breakfaft in the
drawing room. I then defired the fervant to
carry the note up to Mrs. Wilmot, and
throwing myfelf into a chair, began to corl-
fider the manner in which the haughty beau- '
ty would make her ﬁr{’t entrance, and the

difficulty.fhe muit nLeds be undel to. de-
fgend
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fcend from her high toffes with becoming
decency, when the Abigail baftily entereds,
her friglitful ey-éé goggling with amaze and™—
Ierrox;-;—her noftrils exteﬁded, with her
g
e\prehxon) and infosmed me of the elope-

d 'yabb:l' mouth (to borrow a Creole

ment ; whick fhe had no {ooner done, than
droppmg on her cIumfy knees, the began
vociferating her own innocence. —Frantic
with rage, Linftantly rufhed by this_/ie-devil,
and flew into the deferted room—but, alas!
the Iovelv mhabltant was flown!—3Rcarce,
however, believing my own fenfes, I ran-
facked each corner of the apartment and
clofet, from whence I foon miffed my fword
and a fuit of my cloaths, which had been
thrown into the latter place. ~Fatigued and
difappointed, I was about leaving the cham-
her, when the fight of a letter on the dref-
fing-table, which had before efcaped my ob=
L 4 Fervation, .
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fervation, recalled my fteps. On taking itﬂ
<upsy I found the fuperrcript,i\gm add?eﬂ'ed to
=myfelf. With agitated fingers I “upfealed
the folded fheet: thefe were the contents;
—read, and execrate with m”f:0 th; blind ftu-
pidity of s ® .

/ G
TaomAs WOOLERTON.

‘P. S. 1 have made every enquiry aboy}
the town and its environs, but fruitlefs have

they as yet geen. 1 thall continut® my {earch,

~and if unfuccefsfel here, fhall conclade that

: England ‘and her Maria, will be her refuge.
—Brtlﬂels, I know, fhe can never think of
returning to; befides, I doubt whether the
little toad Charlotte would permit her mo-

~ ther to receive her. . 1 have written to@d-
vife them of my.curfed mortification : but
farewell. .

< TO
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To Trduas Wirmorm, Efqe o=
N e R : :
TInclofed in the preceding.]

0 ¢ ~

-

& “SIR’

I PROMISED, in the letter whicow con-
“tained my requeft ofveight days privacy,
“that that granted, my grateful acknowledg-
ments thould ever repay the comp]aifance.;—'
“Receiye them, then, Sir ; for be affured they
-are cmoft truly your’s !-——However, before

theyl can.poffibly reach you, the wretched

‘objeét of your willany will, I truft, be far
diftant from thy future machinations, tho’
a haplefs wanderer on the bleak world, def-
 titute and defencele(s ! —O, Mr. Wilmot!

{uffer the a»ccumu}lated evils your cruelty

has alreadykheaped on an usafortunate

Ls orphan,
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‘orphan, to fuffice I—no. farther puffue my
: unfuended youth —O! Sll“ let the mife-
rles which you have doomed me to, f@r the
remainder of my }1nhappy emf}enqe coptentl
you ; though I have a joyful kope in God,
_ that it will not be long before myfelf and
forrows will find a happy refting-place in the
fileng.grave !—You have proved, Mr. Wil-
mot, an effe€tual, though not fkilful éxecu-
tioner ; for affure yourfelf, the dart witl?
which you have firicken the \ﬁmproteaed
deer, has, I feel, been dipped in @he en-
venomed poifon of a fure, but I fe.ar, Jin-
gering d€ath!—Permit me, then, to explre
in tranquillity, and do not, with unheard-Of
barbarity, moleft the laft melancholy mo-

ments of

The undone

»

IobisA ————"



Sir CEARLES BENTINCE, Bart. to EpwarD

* Seprey, Efg.

9.

s Bruffels.

A

W itH a defign to diffipate the moft
melancholy refleftions, and at the fame in-
flant relate the wonderful difcovery from
‘which I am juft returned, I have taken up

my pen.

I need not fecoﬁnt to you, my'Edward,
who are fo well acquainted with é;ch move-
ment of my foul, the cruel difquictude which
the fuppofed infidelity of the now wander-
ing, milerable, Louifa, has 6ccafioned me.—
It was a weaknefs of a moft blameable na-
ture; I was confcous it muft unavoidably

1.6 ' leflen
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leffen me in the eftimation of every man |
_of fenfe, and give me the appearance oF %
snore than womamfh folly. Of this T was |
fenfible, and therefore determined'witﬁ g
manly fortitude to firuggle afam& my 111-. |
fated prepoffeffion, and conquer or die,
in the undertaking: for which purpofe b
avoided every fubje@ that could in the
fmaireit degree recall her to my memeory.— |
The worthy Edwin, in'compamon to my
feclings forebore ever naming his fifter in

my prefence.

Thus were things fituated, when 2 Jetter
arrived from Spain, with a relation of the
death of Don Ferdinando de Malaga, which
rendered a perfonal vifit from Cavendifh to
that kingdom highly neccflary. 1 promifed .
to accompany him, hoping that diverfity of
fcene might prove the beft reftorative to my

S 3 oepreﬂcd
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%depreﬂﬂed {pirits. All was in readinefs for
g our departure.—We waited but for a favotr- »
.able g’al‘, fprmgﬁhg up.—Impatient to bid”
.. adieu to this counyry, I was, this morning,
-watching the tagmper of the wind, when my
attention was drawn off by my fervant’s
dglivérilag meg a letter, the purport of which
threw me into the gre.ateﬁ confternation ;
the fignature informed me it come from Mrs.

Thomp}f;)n, the aunt of my fweet love!
- 9 )

Great 3Goﬂ, 'Sedléy ! how difficult is it to
bring one’s felf to think that in forms mod-
~dled by the hands of a beneficent_Creator,
there fhould be hearts fo devoid of every
virtue, as to delight in deftroying the peace
and happinefs of our fellow-creatures ? But
fuch contradiftions daily experience too fa-
tally -evinces. Upon 'my foul, Edward, I
-am fick of exiftence 3 I am tired of h‘erdin,g

>
among
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among a fet of beings whofe difpoﬁtior’fs aﬁ;}l
in gerieral {o favage. Do we not daily be.]
"hold in the human {pecies 1nﬁanccs of a.baﬂn‘t
doned proﬂlgacy, nay, of the moﬁ unnam:
ral depravxty ?—Do we not iee parenr,s ab:m )
donmg their children >_ hufbands their;t
wwes and wives their hufbards ?—broth@rs‘i
and fifters warrmg with each other Sl —And,

as for friendfhip, where isit to be met with, |

" but in the name—your’s, my Sedley, &
cepted ? Have we not ‘witnefied, that under
that facred guife, the moft infamous altions|
are perpetrated ?—Do wenot find that man-
kind, to compafs fome favourite point, will
affume that gatb? and under the fictitious
vow of mutual confidence and regard, freal
from your breafl each fecret thought and
~wifh, will gain poffeffion of your foul’s keyi;
and then, by fome curfed advice, lure you

deﬁruéhon,., which, baving ax:comPhﬂ“:d
» will
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| will leave the filly fool to curfe his unfu-
{pefling nature ? Indeed, when [ take a mé-
lancholy; review oF thofe paft occurrences
~which have fallen under’my' immediate know-
~ledge, I am ingi)ined to exclaim with Ham-
let : « How weary, flat, flale, and unpro-
fitable appear td me, all the ufes of this life!”
—And believe me, were it not for that afier
.fomethiﬁg, a hope bfahappy eternity, a gléif-
-ed futurition ; or the dread of the juft anger
of an offended God—1I would not bear about
me many lno.drs longer this load of wretched
life.  But I dare not, cannot, rufh unfum-
moned into the prefence of an_infulted
Deity!
-
‘Wbnder not,. rhy friend, at the defpond-
“ing ftrain of thefe lines ;—they proceéd
-from a breaft endued with fortitude enough
to bear the rougheft wrongs that fortune

* could
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could have done me: But, when I réﬂe‘&{

on the unmerited fuﬂlxm% of my angelic an
Lomfa, I confefs my fheart iis not proof
.agam{t {o tryinga recolleGtion. Y@u, doubt-
lefs, Sedley, are aﬁomfheé at the “ftyle of:
this epiftle, refpe@isg my unhappy ]gve,“"
but it will ceafe when I inform you fheisg

innocent——'{pqtlefs as the fleecy lamb !—and|

has been betrayed to mifery by thofe from
~whom fhe had every right to expeét proiﬁo‘
tion and gratitude. But as you mufl be de
firous of coming to the fequel of the ftory,
I will haften to fatlsfy,_yom impatience.

At the beginning of this letter, I ac
quai;xted you that I had received a few lines
from Mrs. Thompfon, the purport'off-"whié’h

‘ -was, to requelt my prefence for half an’hotr
on urgent bufinefs.—Amazed at this fum-

mons, whxch I was aga lofs to account for,
= : I TE?
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I revolved within my{'elf whether it would
' be prudent or ot to obey it:—TI was thusw

mwardy wavermg, when the entrance of

. Cavendifh !,'oon\‘determmed me. On inform-

ing him of the ¢ontents of the letter, the an-

= -
xigus brother entreated me to comply with

the mandate, hoping to seap from her fome

‘intelligence relative to his fifter. Thefe

fuggeftions were enough to balance my in-
ciinations in favour of the vifit; and I ac-

cordingly prepared to encounter this woman,

‘whofe difpofition I never admired; but who,

from refpet to the worthy Captain Caven-

difh, T had ever treated with compracency.

—A few moments brought me to her lodg-
ings.—I fent up my name, and was quicLly
admxtted to the prefence of this guilty
wretch —On my approach fhe feemed un-
der the utmoft embarraﬁ"ment; but foon
fecovering herfelf, the addreffed me with

; , ﬁgn's
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fi igns of the deepeft contrition. Slr Charles

J

Bentmck I took the 11berty of requeﬁmg
your prefence upon one of the moﬁ mg:,_z
tlfymg occafions of my whole life : Ifeei‘
myfelf, Sir; agitated by gullt» and niy mind
torn by remorfe and the confcioufnefs of)my,‘
complicated offenges. But s the only ex-
piation of my crimes 1 can now render, I
am come to a refolution of rI;aking a full |
’avow\al of 'my iniquitous proccedings; 2nd
to repair, as far as the diftra&ting fate of
of affairs will permit, the n&mérous evils
which I have helped to heap on your head,
\and th=¢ of the amiable, fuffering, ruine._d‘
Louifa!”—At this moment a.violent fcream
from an inner room caufed this wicked Wo:
man to flart from her feat.—As to Ig;yfglf,
my fenfes were fo bewildered, that I w&
aGtually incapable of articulating a fingle

i}fllable?—A‘théﬁgth, fe_coveringalittlefrom
< e my
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ny conﬁernaiion, I commanded her_,\with-‘
out further delay, ito unravel the purport of
& o ! ks

{her myfterious expreffions.

)

o
. Butto be brief, my dear Sedley; a fcene

fof villany, of the molt diabolical nature,

was foon difcloféd, which h,afroxved my very
foul. - In fhort, fhe acknowledged herfelf

]:nd daughter, with the affitance of that raf-
- = al - S
‘ cal ‘Woolerton, to have been the calumni-

ators of Mifs Cavendifh’s reputation—the

author of that d—d letter which came to me
under the facre_d fignature of friendthip ; and
which I, with fuch unpardonable credulity,

believed ! I could now no longer forbear

interrupting the confeffion, by enquiring-
whdt could have inftigated her to fo barba-
rous a plot, againft a family fo nearly con-

nefted with herfelf, by the ties of confan-
: guinity,
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‘guihityy and to whom fhe was undemfu%f

weighty obhgatxons. Jg e =
; ®

C

« Alas, Sir Charles!” rgturned fhe, “youi i
queftion is natural, and eny punifhment |
Jult; and may my wretched example pjoved
‘ufeful warning tg the reft of my fex! let the
‘learn from my miferies, that iniquity @
-mever profper; and that Heaven will foord
or later avenge the wrongs of injared P
cence!—But I will not, Sir, tire you wid
reflettions, which, had they been admitt
rearlier, might have refcued my foul from th
abyfcof defpair I—You are not ignorant v |
what a partial affe€tion I beheld that chil
which Providence, for a trial no doubt, Mg
ftowed on me :—1It will, therefore, Be wone
ceflary to trace this whole tranfa@ion fif
ther than to that blind tendernefs, by whil

I was induced to form a {cheme of enichiny
et

2
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"

fond excem the ur)happy Louifa was at-

iched S you, and plainly perceived, that,
fould an .;rrcconcﬂab]e breach be accom-
ithed, it would reqmre,httle art to drive
er to take fheljer within the walls of a
Joifter; which having accomplifhed, it would
an - eafly matter to get her fortune made
ver to myfelf and daughter. For this end
very artifice was put in execution; but a
tonger power guarded, at that periody this

Pt girl from falling a prey to our vile ma-

-0
qually fortunate in efcaping the fnares of
Jir curfed affociate '—I need add no more,
ir, thefe letters * will explai h
i {p s * will explain to you the
I ! e
* Alluding to the epiftles that paffed bstween Mr.
oolerton and Mifs Thompfon,
: ?

er.at the expehce and repofe of my bro-.

Per’s daughter. I was fenfible to. what -

hinations !—Wiould ‘to God fhe bad been

o : ~° dreadful
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dreadful truth!”"—Saying which, fhe-p;e.
fented me with a parcel of papers, whichT
fhall enclofe for your p%rufal —LWhen you,
my Sedley, fhall have gone through tlfe heart
wounding contents, as a‘]over, you may
form fome faint 1dea of the agony ¢ of my
mind. 2 s i

$When the firfk tumult of paffion hat
fubfided, T began to fufpeét that his afJe
ter to the abandened Charlotte might be oy
a trick to elude any furthef éxgquiry; and
that the infulted Louifa might probably be
sl Vzi_thin his power. This fuppofition, fhe
affured me, muft be falfe; for, that on tht
receipt of the laft letter, fhe had immediate-
ly difpatched a trufly perfon to Spa go leam
the real fate of the affair ; who had been in-
formed that a lady and gentleman, anfwer

ing their defcriptiony had refided in the tow?
N ab(}l.lt
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about a fortnight or three weeks, but had
“hace abfconded—And, continued this noy
repentant yoman, v to fum up, Sir Charles «
Bentinck, the extent of rﬁy' punifhment !
my undene daugmer, unable to fupport the
lofs of that vilain, whom fhe but too ten=
dcrfy regarded, bas, from the time of the
elopement, been in a ftate ‘of diftraftion, with
little hopes of regaining her loft reafony and
the end of this horrid cataftrophe is amad-
houfe for my child, and a cloifter for')my-
felf ——Herc tears ftopped her utterance ;—
and unable longer to endure the fociety of
the wretch who had fo mhumanly depriv- -

ed me of all prolpe@t of felicity, I haftily

* retired.

\The aflifted Edwin was waiting my reé-
turn:—my agitated looks quickly convinced
him1 had not received the moft pleafing in-

fozmation ;
5
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formation ; and it was fome feconds before ]

- cquld fufficiently recover compofure to make

{

ehim acqummed with the( melancholy talc~ 1

which 1 had no {oonet done, than I would .

L
~ have given worlds to have b€en lefs precipi-

tant; for words cannot qxp’refs to you the fitu-
ation into which he was throwg by the meellie
geﬁce; and which Iﬁight have proved of the
moft fatal confequences, had not my phyfi-

cian kappily entered at that moment, angd

feemfy his terrifying condition, 1e116ved him
by opening a vein, - :

But having now exhaufted the little rem-
nant of('my ftrength in® penning this long
epiftle, I fhall conclude with informing you,
Cavendifh and myfelf intend fetting off tos

- morrow morning, in fearch of the ill-fated
wanderer ; tho'ugh’ I am apprehenfive, all
endeavours to recover the love]y Ulrl will be

S 5 valn.
8 g »












