






 









 









 





 



 





 















 





 



 



 



 



 







 



 





 







 





 





 





 



















 



 







 



 





 





 











 







 



 



 



 



 





 





 





 



 



 







 



 





 





 





 



 



 







 





 





 



 













 





 









 





 













 



 



 



 



 



 







 









 









 









 



 



















 







 





 



 







 











 







 



 



 



 























 



 









 





 









 















 





 



 



 





 



 



 







 



 







 



 





 





 





 



 



 



 



 





 



 





 





 



 



 





 



 





 







 



 



 





 



 



 





 





 





 



 



 



 



 



 





 





 





 



 



 



 





 





 





 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 





 



 





 





 





 



 



 







 







 





 



 







 



 





 



 



 







 



 



 



 





 



 



ANNE OF GEIERSTEIN. $23 

on which their meal had been lately spread, and 
remained there, determined to act in the man- 

ner Anne’s behaviour should suggest as most 

prudent and fitting,—veiling, at the same time, 

the most acute internal anxiety, by an appear- 

ance of that deferential composure, which one 

of inferior rank adopts when admitted to the pre- 

sence of a superior. Anne, on her part, seemed 
to prepare herself for an interview of interest. 

Anair of conscious dignity suceeeded theextreme 

agitation which she had so lately displayed, and, 

busying herself with some articles of female 

work, she also seemed to expect with tranquil- 

lity the visit, to which her attendant was dis- 

posed to attach so much alarm. 

_A step was heard upon the stair, hurried and 
unequal, as that of some one in confusion as 

well as haste; the door fléw open, and Ital 

Schreckenwald entered. 

This person, with whom the details given to 

the elder Philipson by the Landamman Bieder- 

man have made the reader in some degree ac- 

quainted, was a tall, well-made, soldierly- -look- 

ing man. His dress, like that of persons of rank  
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at‘the period in Germany, was more varied in 

colour, more cut and ornamented, slashed and 

jagged; than the habit worn in France and Eng- 

land. The never-failing hawk’s feather decked 

bis cap, secured with amedal of gold, which ser- 
ved'as aclasp. His doublet was of buff, for de- 

fence, but laid down, as it was called in the tai- 

lors’ craft, with rich lace on each'seam, and dis- 

playing on the breast a golden chain, the em- 

blem‘of his rank in the Baron’s household. He 

entered with rather a hasty step, and busy and 

offended look, and said somewhat rudely,— 

«© Why, how now, young lady—wherefore this? 

Strangers in the castle at this period of night !” 

Anne: of Geierstein, though she had been 
long absent from her native country, was uot 

ignorant of its habits and customs, and knew 

the haughty mamifer in which all who were no- 

ble exerted their authority over their depend- 

ents. © 

“Are youwa vassal of Arnheim, Ital Schreck 

enwald, and do you speak to the Lady of Arn- 

heim in her own castle with an elevated voice; 

a-saucy look, and bonneted. withal ?) Know  
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your place; and, when you have demanded par- 

don for your insolence, and told your errand in 

such terms as befit your condition and mine, I 

may listen to what you have to say.” i 

» Schreckenwald’s hand, in spite of him, stole 

to his bonnet, and uncovered his haughty brow. 

“Noble lady,” he:said, in a somewhat milder 

. tone, ‘ excuse me if my haste be unmannerly, 

but the alarm is-instant.. The soldiery of the 

Rhingrave have’ mutinied, plucked down the 

banners Of their master, and set up an inde- 
pendent ensign, which they call the pennon of 

St Nicholas, under which they declare that they 

will maintain peace with God, and war with all 

the world. This castle cannot escape them, when 

they consider that the first course to maintain 

themselves; must be to tale possession of some 

place of strength. You must up then, and ride 

with the very peep of dawn. For the present, 

they are busy with the wine-skins of the pea- 

-sants, but when they wake in the morning, 
they will unquestionably march hither; andyou 

may chance to fall into the hands of those who 

will think of the terrors of the eastle of Arn-  
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patience, as a fiery steed exhibits under the ma- 
nagement: of a complete cavalier. 

“ To Strasburg, I propose to go,—that is, if 

it so please you,—with such slight escort as I 

can get hastily together by day-break. I trust 

we may escape being observed by the mutineers; 

or, if we fall in with a party of stragglers, IL ap- 

prehend but little difficulty in forcing my way.” 

«¢ And wherefore do you prefer Strasburg as 

a place of asylum?” 

“Because I trust’ we shall there meet your 

excellency’s father, the noble Count Albert of 

Geierstein.” 

‘It is well,” said the young lady. “ You 

also, I think, Signior Philipson, spoke of di- 

recting your course to Strasburg. If it consist 

With your convenience, you may avail yourself 

of the proteetion of my escort as far as that 

: city, where you expect to meet your father 2” 

It will readily be believed, that Arthur cheer- 

fully bowed assent to a proposal 1 which was to 

prolong their remaining in society together 5 

and might possibly, as his romantic imagina- 

tion suggested, afford him an opportunity, on a  
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If we must not challenge your valour and 

ability, young sir,” said Schreckenwald, ** who 

shall answer for your fidelity ?” 

“ To question that elsewhere,” said Arthur, 
“might be dangerous.” 

But Anne interfered between them. “ We’ 

must straight to rest, and remain: prompt for 

alarm, perhaps even before the hour of dawn- 
Schreckenwald,.I trust te your care for due 

watch and ward—You have men enough at least 

for that purpose.—And hear and mark—It is my 

desire and command, that this gentleman be ac- 
commodated with lodgings here for this night, 

and that he travel with us to-morrow. For this 

I will be responsible to my father, and your part 

is only to obey my commands. I have long had 

occasion to know both the young man’s father 

and himself, who were ancient guests of my 

uncle, the Landamman. On the journey you 

will {keep the youth beside you, and. use such 
courtesy to him as your rugged temper will. per- 

mit.” : 

Ital Schreckenwald intimated. his acquies- 

cence with a look of bitterness, which it were  
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up the rear, with strict orders to —— 

surprise. 

On their being put into motion, the first 

thing which surprised Arthur was, that the 

horses’ hoofs no longer sent forth the sharp and 
ringing sound arising from the collision of iron. 
and flint, and as the morning light increased, 

he could perceive, that the fetlock and hoof of 

every steed, his own included, had been care- 

fully wrapped around with a sufficient quanti- 

ty of wool, to prevent the usual noise which ac- 

companied their motions. It was a singular 

thing to behold the passage of the little body of 
cavalry down the rocky road which led from 

the castle, unattended with the noise which we 

are disposed to consider as inseparable from the 

motions of horse, the absence of which seemed 

to give a peculiar and almost an unearthly ap- 

pearance to the cavalcade. 

They passed in this manner the winding 

path which led from the castle of Arnheim to 

the adjacent village, which, as was the ancient 

feudal custom, lay so near the fortress, that its 

inhabitants, when summoned by their lord,  



 



 







 



 



 



 





 


