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PARENTS’ FRIEND™ 

  

CHAPTER XIll. 

Religion and Moral Philofophy. 

19 

   
As the foundation of virtue, children ought very early _ 
to have imprinted on their minds a true notion of 

God, as: of the independent Supreme Being, Author 

and Maker of all Things, from whom we receive all 

our good, who loves us and gives us all things. And 
confequent to this, inftill’ into him a love and reve- 

rence of the Supreme Being. This is enough to begin 

with, without going to explain this matter any farther, 

for fear, left by talking too early of {pirits, and-being 

unreafonably forward to make him underftand the in- 

comprehenfible nature of that infinite Being, his head 

be either filled with falfe, or porn with unintel-- ப்‌ 
ligible notions of him. 

Let him only be told upon occafion, chat God made 

and governs all things, hears and fees every thing, and 

does all manner of good to thofe that love and obey 
him. You will find ae being told of fuch a God, 

other thoughts will be apt to rife up faft enough in his 

mind about him, which, as you obferve them to have 
any miftakes, you muft fet right. 

And I think it would be better if men வனா 
refted in fuch an idéa of God, without being too curi- : 

VOL, Il. B ous



2 Religion and Moral Philofophy. 

ous in their notions about a Being which all muft ace. 

knowledge incomprehenfible; whereby many, who 

have not ftrength and clearnefs of thought to diftin- 

guifh between what they can and what they cannot 

know, run themfelves into fuperftition or atheifm, 

making God like themfelves, or elfe none at all. And 

I am apt to think the keeping children conftantly 

morning and evening to atts of devotion to God, as 

to their maker, preferver, and benefactor, in fome 

plain and fhort form of prayer fuitable to their age 

and capacities, will be of much more ufe to them in 

religion, knowledge, and virtue, than to diftraét their 

thoughts with curious inquiries into his infcrutable’ 

" effence and being. 
Be fure to preferve their ட minds from all im- 

preffions and notions of fpirits and goblins, or any 

fearful apprehenfions in the dark, and let them know 

that God, who made all things good for them, made 
the night that they might fleep the better and quieter, 

and that, they being under his protection, there—is 

nothing in the dark to hurt them, 

_ The Bible is certainly a very unfit book for child- 

- ren to read promifcuoufly ; for what pleafure or en- 

couragement can it be to a child to read a book of 

which he underftands nothing? And how little are the 

greater part of the Scriptures fuited to a child’s capa- 

city ! What an odd jumble of thoughts muft a child 

have in his head, if he have any at all, fuch as he 

fhould have concerning religion, who in his tender age 

reads all the parts of the Bible indifferently as the 
word of God, without any other diftinétion. I am 
apt to think that this in fome men has been the very 

6 -reafon  
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மன்ற சினி. உ. 
‘reafon why they never had any diftinét thoughts of ic 
all their life time. There are, certainly, fome parts of — 

the Scripture which may be fele€ted for a child to 

read, and he may learn fome of the inftructions of our 

Saviour in the New Teftament. 

Young people fhould read a ன்‌ hiftory of the 

Bible, wherein every thing is put down in due order 

of time, and feveral things. omitted which are only 

fuited to riper years, This they fhould be well ac= 
quainted with before they begin the: ftudy of natural 
philofophy, that many phenomena may be referred to 

the immediate will of God, inftead of-only accounting 

__ for them _ phyfical or natural caufes. 

  

Ve 

The firft ufe we fhould make of a child’s reafon is 

to teach him to know God and the truths of Chrifti- : 

anity. 

You may ae a cha a houfe, and make him 

comprehend that it cannot have built itfelf or the 

{tones have been raifed, had no one carried them up ; 

in proof of which you may fhow him mafons and- 

bricklayers at work. Then defire him to look at the 
heavens, the earth, and the numerous vegetable and 

animal produ€tions which God has formed for the ufe 
of man, and fay to him, “ how much more beautiful 
** is this world we inhabit than that houfe?.Can the 
* world then have made itfelf? No: God made it 
** with his own hands.” — 

To convince children that many things may exift 
‘which can neither be feen, heard, nor felt, afk them, 
if it is not true that fuch a one is wife, and that 

ந 2 ்‌ “¢ another



4 Religion and Moral Philofopby. 

« another has a great deal of wit?” When they have 

anfwered, “ yes,” fay, ‘* but have you ever feen his wif- 

«dom? Of what colour is it? Have: you heard it? 

« Does it make much noife? Have you touched it £ 

«© Ts it cold or hot?” The child will laugh, as he would 

were you to afk him fimilar queftions concerning 

fpirits. He would be furprifed if any one inquired . 

what colour a {pirit is of, and whether it is round or 

{quare. You may then obferve to him, that he knows 

many things really exift which he can neither, fee, feel, 

nor hear, and that thefe things are fpiritual. But you 

mutt enter into thefe kinds of difcuffions with great 

caution. 1 only with to teach you how to anfwer the 

queftions of thofe children whofe curiofity and reafon- 

ing lead you to thefe fubjeéts againft your will. 

When you explain to a child the ufe of prayer, tell 

him God commands us to pray to him, not becaule he is 

ignorant of our wants, but becaufe he would have us 

accuftomed to offer up our petitions as an acknowledge- 

ment of-our dependence upon him; fo that it is the 

true humility of our hearts, the full conviction of our 

-weaknefs, and our entire reliance on his goodnefs, that 

‘he requires of us. Thefe petitions, which he orders us 

to make, only confift of our intentions and defires, as 

there is no occafion for words in our communications 

with the Divinity. Some people repeat a great many 

words and never pray at all; others pray inwardly. 

without uttering a fyllable. Words and forms of 

prayer may neverthelefs be very ufeful, as they may 

excite in us the thoughts and fentiments they exprefs, 

provided we are attentive, and for this reafon Jefus 

Chrift has given us a form of prayer which should be 

preferred to all others. 
On
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en Te 

Ona Sunday, after the fcholar’s s time ie recreation — 

was ended, I ufed to defire the eldeft boys to read 

to themfélves fuch and fuch chapters in the Bible, of 
which they were afterwards to give me an account © 
in the evening. I then afked the fcholars, without 

_obferving any order, what had moft ftruck them in 

their reading, and have often been furprifed at their 
fenfible and judicious refleétions, which I valued the 
more, as they came from themfelves and were not fug- 

gefted by others. It is eafy to comprehend how ufeful 

this fort of exercife may be to boys, not only to in- 
_ ftru& them in religion, but alfo for the i improvement 

of their judgment and underftanding. 

  

IX. 

The knowledge of morality and chriftianity is the 
abfolutely indifpenfable part of education, For what 
avails it how knowing a perfon is in fpeculative 

fcience, if he knows not how to be ufeful and happy?” 

If this work be negleéted in the earlier part of life, it 

mutt be owing to fome very favourable circumftances, 

if the perfon turns out well afterwards. For the 
human mind refembles a piece of ground which will 

by no means lie wholly bare, but will either bring 
forth weeds or fruits, according as it is cultivated or 

neglected. And according as the habits of vice and 
irreligion, or the contrary, get the firft poflefion of 
the mind, fuch is the future man like ‘to be. We do 
not think it proper to leave our children to themfelves 
to find out the feiences of grammar, or numbers, or — 

B 3 - the



6 Religion and Moral Philofophy. 

the knowledge of languages, or the art of writing, or 

of a profeffion to live by ; and fhall we leave them 00 

fettle the boundaries of right and wrong by their own ~ 

fagacity, or to neglect or mifunderftand a religion 

which God himfelf has condefcended to give us as the 

rule of our faith and practice ? What can it fignify to 

a youth that he go through all the liberal {ciences, if 

he be ignorant of the rules by which he ought to live, 

and by which he is to be judged at laft. Will Greek 

or Latin alone gain him the efteem of the wile and 

virtuous? Or will philofophy and mathematics fave 

his foul? 
But it is to be feared that parents in fome cafes, 

through a miftaken notion of the true method of giv- 

ing youth a religious turn, often run into the extreme 

of furfeiting them with religious exercifes, inftead of 

labouring chiefly to enlighten and convince their un- 

derftandings} and to form their tempers to obedience. 

The former, though noble and valuable helps ap- 

pointed by Divine Wifdom for promoting virtue and 

goodnefs, may yet be fo managed as to difguft a 

young mind and prejudice it againft religion for life ; 

but the latter, properly conducted, will prove an end- 

lefsly various entertainment. There is not a duty of 

morality, you can have occafion to inculcate, but 

what may give an opportunity of raifing fome enter- 

taining obfervation or introducing fome amufing hif 

tory. ,And though it may fometimes happen that a 

youth well brought up may, by the force of tempta~ 

tion, run into fatal errors in after-life, yet fuch a one, 

it muft be owned, has a much better chance of reco 

vering the right way than. one who never was put im 

j if.
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%¢. Iam afhamed to add any more upon this head, it 

being 2 kind of affront to the underftandings of man- 

kind to labour to convince them of a truth as எ 

as that the fun fhines at noon-day. 

A parent, in any ftation of life whatever, may and 
ought to beftow half an hour or an hour every day in ci 
inftructing his children in the moft ufeful of all know- 

ledge ; nor is there any thing to hinder a matter of a 

private feminary of education to beftow generally an — 

hour every day, and more on Sundays, in inftructing 

the youth under his care in the principles of prudence, 

morality, and religion. This may be digefted into a 
fcheme of twenty or thirty lectures, beginning from 

the very foundation and going through all the princi- 

pal. particulars of our duty to God, our neighbour, 

and ourfelves, and from thence proceeding to a view 

of the fundamental doétrines, evidences, and laws of 

revealed religion. In all which there is nothing but 

what may be brought down to the apprehenfion of. 

very young minds, by proceeding gently and fuiting 

one’s expreffions to the weak capacities of the 
learners. 

Above all things, care ought to be ர that reli= 

gious knowledge be as little as pofible put on the 

fone of a tafk, A parent or teacher who communi- 

cates his inftructions of this kind in fuch a manner as 

to tire or difguft the young mind, though he may 

mean well, does more harm than good. A young 

perfon will have a better chance of taking to ‘a courfe 

of virtue and religion if left wholly to himfelf, than if 
fet agaifift them by a wrong method of education. 

The mind, like.a fpring, if unnaturally forced one 

e B 4 | Ways
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way, will, when let loofe, recoil fo much the more 

violently the contrary way. 

«. The firft Sunday evening’s converfation eas the 
“mafter and pupils might be upon happinefs. Queftions 

might be put to the eldeft youth, as whether they did 
not defire to fecure their own happinefs in the moft 
effectual way; or if they would be content to be 
happy for a few years, and take their chance after- 
wards? They might be afked, what they thought hap- 
pinefs confifted in, if in good eating, drinking, play, 
and fine clothes only, &c. |The next Sunday-even- 

ing’s converfation: might be upon the moft likely 
means for gaining the favour of God, in order to 
fecure happinefs. The third evening might be on the 

duty we owe to ourfelves. The fourth, on the regu- 

Jation of the paffions. We might then proceed to 

our duty to our neighbour. Young people of good 

underftanding may then be rationally convinced of the 
certainty of the Divine exiftence by a fet of argu- 

ments not too abftract, bus yet convincing. The proof 
@ pofferiori, as it is commonly called, is the fitteft to be 

_ dwelt upon, and is fully level to the capacity of a 
‘youth of parts of fourteen years of age. To habituate 
young people to reafon on moral fubjects, to teach 

them to exert their faculties in comparing, examining, 

and reflecting, is doing them one of the greateft {er- 

vices that can be imagined. And as there is no real - - 

merit in taking religion on truft, but, on the contrary, 
a reafonable mind cannot be better employed than in 

~ examining into facred truth; and as nothing is likely 

to produce a lafting effect upon the mind butgwhat the 

mind is clearly convinced of; on thefe and all other 

accounts
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accounts it is abfolutely neceffary that young ‘people 

be early taught to confider the Chriftian religion, not 
as aan bE mere form handed down from father to » 
fon, or as a piece of fuperftition confifting in being 
baptized and called after the author of our igor 

but as a fubject of reafoning; a fyftem of doctrines to 

be clearly underftood, a fet of facts eftablithed on un- 

queftionable evidence, a body of laws given by divine 
_ authority, which are to better the hearts on regulate 

the lives of men. : 
The whole courfe may conclude with an explana- 

tion of our Saviour’s Difcourfe on the Mount (Matth. 

VY. VI. and VII.), which contains the Chriftian law or 

rule of life, and is infinitely more proper: to be com- 
mitted to memory by youth, than all the catechifms 
that ever were or will be compofed. 

  

இயம்‌ 

If I wifhed to make a child a fool I would oblige 
him to explain what he fays when he repeats his cate- 

chifm. The world will object to this, and tell me that 

mott of the doétrines of Chriftianity being myfteries, 
if you wait till they can be underftood, you muft not 
only wait till your pupilarrives at manhood, but till he 
is dead. To this I anfwer, there are fome myfteries 
which it is not only impoffible for man to underftand, 
but. even to believe, and that I do not fee what is 
gained by teaching them to children, unlefs it be to 
make them tell lies while they are infants. The great 
mifchief of the {trange defcriptions of the Divinity 
implanted i in the minds: of children is, that they re- 
tain them all their lives, and when they grow up they 
have no other idea of God than what they imbibed 

. during
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during their infancy. I knew an amiable and pious 

mother in Switzerland, who was fo fully convinced of 

this, that fhe would not inftrué her fon in religion du- 

ring his childhood left he fhould be fatisfied with fuch 

flight information, and neglect to improve it when his 

reafon fhould be ftrengthened. ‘This child never 

heard the name of God mentioned without reverence 

~ and awe; and whenhe was inclined to talk of him, filence 

was impofed by telling him this was too fublime and - 
grand a fubjeGt for a child. This referve excited his 

curiofity, and his felf-love made him anxioufly afpire 
to the time when he might be made acquainted with 
this fecret, which was kept from him with fo much 

care. The lefs he heard of God and was permitted 

to fpeak of him, the more he reflected on the fub- 

ject; and this child faw God in every thing. What 

I fhould fear from this air of myftery is, that by thus 

awakening his imagination, his head might be turned, 

fo that he might become a fanatic inftead of a 
believer. 

If you with to inftru€&t your children in religion, 

do not talk. of it as if it were a melancholy and pain- 

“ful fubje&t, do not make a tafk of it, or require them 

to learn any part of it by heart, not even their prayers. 

Content yourfelf with regularly performing your devo- 

tions before them, without.even forcing them to join 

you. Let your prayers be fhort like thofe of Jefus 
Chrift, and repeat them with devotion and ferioufnefs. 

Confider that when we afk the Supreme Being to 

liften to our prayers, we fhould at leaft pay ae atten- 

tion to them ourfelves. - 

It- is of lefs confequence that ‘children fhould be 
taught
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‘taught religion in their infancy, than that they fhould 

underftand it and love it. If you render 16 burden- 
fome to them, if you reprefent God as a Being who 

is angry with them, if you impofe on them a thoufand 
painful duties which they do not fee you perform, 

~ will they not think that to learn their catechifm and 

pray to God are the duties of children, and will they 
not with they were grown up that they may be exempt 

from this difcipline? Example! example, is of the 
utmoft importance with children; and it is impoffible 

to fucceed without it. | 
When you explain to them the articles of faith, let 

it be in the direct form of inftrudtion, and not by 
queftion and anfwer. They fhould only anfwer as 

they think, and not as they are bid, All the anfwers 

in the catechifm are abfurd ; the {cholar inftructs the 

teacher. They are fo many lies in the mouths of 

children, who are taught to explain what they do not 

underftand, and to affirm what they do not believe. 

When a child is afked, ‘“ who made you;” he 

anfwers without hefitation, “God ;” though at the 
fame time he believes it was his mother. What can 

be a child’s ideas of a fpirit? Who would with to 
puzzle them with thefe metaphyfical queftions, which 

fo few men can comprehend ? A child, at leaft, fhould 

rather afk than anfwer thefe queftions; but in thet 

cafe I would reply, “ we can neither hear, fee, nor 

« feel God; he is only known by his works. To 
« judge what he is, you muft wait till you have learned 

« what he has done.” - ்‌ 
Mere articles of faith are of little -confequence ; but 

it is for the good of fociety at large, and of each of 
its
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its members individually, that every man fhould know 

and fulfil the duties God has commanded us to per- 

- form, both toward our neighbours and curfelves. 

This is what we ought inceffantly to teach one another, 

and this is what parents ought particularly to teach 

‘their children. It does not fignify to me whether 
another believes that Jefus: was born of a virgin, — 
or that there are three Gods in one. But it is of im- 

portance that I and all my fellow-creatures fhould. 
know that there is a righteous Judge, whofe children 

we are, and that he has commanded us to be juft, to 

love one another, to be kind and merciful, to perform 

our promifes and our duties to all mankind, even to. 

his enemies and ours; that the happinefs of this life is 

nothing, but that there will be a life to come when the 

Supreme Being will reward the good and punifh the 

wicked. Thefe and fimilar do¢trines fhould be im- 

prefied on the minds of children, and indeed of every 
citizen. Omit, then, thofe myfterious articles of 

faith, which confift of mere words without ideas; 

thofe abfurd doctrines, the idle ftudy of which is often 

_ fubftituted for real virtue, and which rather tend to 

make madmen than good members of fociety. Con- 

fine your children to the ftriét laws of morality ; teach | 
them’ that nothing can be of real importance, but 
what leads us to act well. Do not let your daughters 

become divines or difputants; do not teach them 

heavenly things, unlefs they lead to practical virtue. 

Aceuftom them to confider themfelves as conftantly - 

under the eye of the Almighty, to remember that he 
knows all their actions, thoughts, virtues, and vices ; 

teach en to do good, becaufe it will pleafe him ; 

a
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‘bear afi@ion without murmuring, becaufe he will re- 
ward them for it; and, in fhort, to pals each day as 

they will with to have done, when they fhall appear 

before him. ‘This is true religion, this is the only re- 

ligion that can neither be abufed nor டன்‌ by im- 

piety or fanaticifm. 
- The only lefion of morality that 15 பல்க to in- 

fancy, and the moft important for all ages, is, never to 
"injure or give pain to any of our fellow-creatures. eee 

  

XIX. 
_. The firft thing a Chriftian fhould inculcate upon 
‘bis child, as foon as he is capable of. receiving fuch 

impreffions, is the knowledge of’ his Maker and a 

{teddy principle of obedience to him: the idea of his 
living under the conftant infpection and government of 
an invifible Being, who will raife him from the dead to 

an immortal life, and who will reward and punifh him 

hereafter according to his character and actions here. 

On thefe plain principles I hefitate not to affert as 

a Chriftian, that religion is the firft rational object of 

education. Whatever be the fate of my children in 

this tranfitory world, about which I hope I am as foli- 

citous as I ought to be, I would, if poffible, fecure 

a happy meeting with them in a future and everlafting 

life. I can well enough bear their reproaches for not 

enabling them to attain to worldly honours and diftife- 

tions; but to have been in any meafure acceflary by 

my neglect to their final perdition would be the oc- 

cafion of fuch reproach and blame, as would be abfo- 

lutely infupportable. ட்‌ 
By teaching religion t to children perhaps it may be 

oe faid,
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faid, we take an unfair advantage of the imbecility of 

the rational faculties, and inculcate truth by fuch a 

kind of mechanical prejudice as would enforce the be- 

lief of any thing; ‘but is not the whole of our treat- 

mient of children neceffarily of a piece with this? and 

do we not prejudice them in favour of our own 

opinions and practices, before they can be acquainted 

with the proper grounds on which their belief ought 

to reft? Why then fhould we avail ourfelves of the 

authority of a parent in other things, and make an ex- 

ception with refpect to religion only ? 

Befides it is not fo very difficult a matter to give 

even a child very ufeful notions of religion, and fuch 

as he fhall fufficiently underftand ; and if it fhould ap-. 

pear that, for fome time, a child conceives of God as 

of a man who lives above the clouds and from thence 

fees every thing that is done upon earth, there will be 

no material inconvenience attending it, becaufe it is 

only a fenfe of the power, the providence, and the go- 
vernment of God, that is of principal importance -to 

be inculcated: what elfe he is, or where he is, fignifies 

very little in this cafe. A child may alfo be made to 

underftand, that this God gave a commiffion to a man 

‘called Jefus Chrift, to teach mankind his will, and to 

perfuade them to practife it; that he was put to death 

by wicked men who would not hearken to him, but. 

that God raifed him from the dead, and will fend him 

again to raife all the dead; when he will take the 

good with him into heaven, a place of happinefs, and 

fend the wicked into hell,.a place of punifhment. 

I will add, as an argument that muft more efpecially 

enforce the religious inftruétion of children, that, in 

. fact,
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2 கக்‌ a man has no choice, but whether his child thall 

_ imbibe the principles of true or falfe religion, i.e. what 

he himfelf fhall deem to be fo; as it will be abfolutely 
impoffible to keep the minds of his children free from 
all impreffions of this kind, unlefs they converfe with 

nobody but him(elf and a few felect friends, who may 
be apprifed of his fcheme and concur with him 

‘in it. oa 
Nay, if children go'to any fchool, or be allowed to - 

converfe with the fervants or dependants of their pa- 

rents; which cannot be entirely prevented, he muft 

Tofe no time, and be very attentive and affiduous, or 
his good impreffions will come too late to efface the 

bad ones to which they will have been exposed. 
Befides, perfons whofe education has been much neg- 
lected, but who begin to hear of religion and apply 
themfelves to it late in life, can never have the deva- 

tional feelings of thofe who have had a religious educa- ' 
tion; nor can it be expeéted that they will be uni- — 
formly influenced by them. .They may ufe the fame 

language, but their feclings will, notwithftanding, be 
very different. © 

  

Confcience is a guide little to be depended on, un-_ 

lefs accompanied by religion. Give your fcholar re- 
ligious fentiments; perfuade him that every moment 
of his life the Divine Being fees and hears him; im- 
prefs his mind with this fublime and ‘important prin- 
ciple; fet him an example of piety; make him ad- 
mire the works of God ; the heavens, the earth, the 
verdure with which it is clothed. The fruit he eats, the 

flowers he gathers, every thing will contribute to make 

: him
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him fenfible of the power and goodnefs of that God, 

who has created every thing for our ufe. 

Teach him that God has made us to love him, 

but not to comprehend his greatnefs; that our ideas _ 

are too much confined to dare maintain, that every 

thing we do not underftand is falfe, fince throughout 

- Nature all appears myfterious and miraculous. For, 

as Montaigne fays, ‘not to believe what we do not 

< under{tand is a dangerous fort of courage, and may 

*¢ be attended with Bad ப... ்‌ மதி பத ab- 

“ furdity into which it draws us.” , 

In all kinds of education let us firft confider for 

what kind of life the child is intended. Your daughter 

is born to fhine in the great world, at Paris, at court. 

When fhe is eighteen and her own miftrefs, do you 

think it will be poffible for her to go every day to 

mafs, to confefs every three months, and to live in 

retirement during Lent? Certainly not; but if you 

aecuftom her from her infancy to look on thefe 

practices as effential duties, fhe will with them re- 

linquifh all her religion. Have you remarked that thofe 

‘young people, who are brought up in this manner, are 

~ more devout than others? Let us always revert to 

our moft ufeful maxim, never to give our pupil a fale 

idea: let us not teach them to confound religious 

ceremonies with pofitive duties. 

Befides, is it reafonable to exact fuch univerfal ee 

tude from a child of nine years old? Do you think 

that Conftantia will always be attentive when fhe is fo 

often obliged to pafs two hours at church? Sure lam, 

that more than once fhe hag envied her mamma, who, 

during that time, was in bed or making vifits. On the 
contrary,



Religion and Moral Philofiphy. இ 17 

~. eontrary, you fhould fet_your daughter an example of 
what you make her. praétifé, and at the fame time 

fhould. only require from her the duties which are 
really effential to religion. I am aware that this is not 

the moft convenient method, as it is much eafier to 

fend a child to mafs than to go onefelf, particularly 

when people go to bed at two in the morning, 
Adelaide knows that fhe can never omit what fhe 

now practifes without failing in her duty. The diffipa- 
tions and amufements of the world never need prevent 

the fulflment of our indifpenfable obligations, which 

do not take up more time than may. be {pared in any ' 

{tation of life, | . 

  

ட்‌ பட feelings fhould be impreéffed as early 

“as poffible on the infant mind. Being fully con- 

“ yinced that they cannot be imprefied too foon, and 

< that a child, to feel the full force of the idea of God, 

© ought never to remember the time when he‘had no 

“* fuch idea, I would endeavour to imprefs them by 
“ connecting religion with a variety of fenfible objects; 

© with all that he fees, all he hears, all that affects his 

“ young mind with, wonder or delight ; and thus by 

«« deep, ftrong, and permanent affociations, to lay the 

“¢ beft foundation for practical devotion in future life. 

«For he who has early been accuftomed to fee the 

** Creator in the vifible appearances of all around him, 

to feel his continual prefence, and lean upon his 

s¢ daily protection, though his religious ideas may be 

“ mixed with many improprieties which his correéter 

“ reafon will refine-away, has made large advances 

** towards that habitual piety, without which religion 

VOLE. ie oN 0 *€ can
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*€ can- {carcely regulate the conduét, and will never 

¢ warm the heart.” ; 
Preface to Mrs. Barbauld’s Hymns. 

———. 

XXIX. 

We fhould be unaffuming and modeft in every hoe 

relating to the operations of Nature, or to the inten- 

tions and. purpofes with which they may be directed ; 

we fhould abftain from the barbarous affeGation of 

being familiar with the Deity, of indolently and in- 
decently addreffing him at our tables, or of publicly 

* conferring fulfome epithets of adulation and compli- 
ment on his attributes and name. Inftead of attempt- 
ing to difcover his attributes we fhould ftudy with 

diligent admiration, or enjoy with juftice and benevo- 

lence, the indefinite, ftupendous, and ufeful effects of 

his power: we fhould conform to the appointments — 
which are fignified by the difpofition and tendency of 

every atom of his works. ; 

But while it is impoffible the Deity fhould be fuch 
a one as ourfelves, or have qualities of goodnefs, ju 

~ tice, and mercy, or even wifdom fimilar to thofe pro- 
duced in us by human focieties, it does not folléw 
that we fhould ftand in no relation to him. | Is it 
natural or poffible that beings finding exiftence a 

_ bleffing fhould refle&t on its author without grateful 

pleafure ; that obferving all things around them inter- 
changing ats of benefit by the influence of general 
ie chat the univerfal procefies of Nature produce 
life, a€tion, enjoyment: is it poffible fuch 0006611015 
fhould be unattended with fentiment or paffion? We 
may be inaccurate in denominating it piety, or devo- 

tion,
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tion, or religion: it is fupreme among human enjoy~ 
ments; it has Nature, or the God of Nature, for its 

obje&t. In this fenfe I confider the adoration of the ~ 
Deity as my firft duty, as the moft refined and exalted 
pleafure. 

  

XXXVI. 
The human mind in infancy has been compared, 

and in fome refpects juftly compared, to a blank fheet 

of paper. ; In one material point, however, the com- 

parifon fails. _ The fheet of paper acquires no impref~ 

fion of charaéters, until they are purpofely imprinted 

by the hand of the writer. If you forbear to imprefs 
the youthful mind with ideas and fentiments, you can- 

not prevent it from receiving impreffions from the 

perfon and objects with which it is daily converfant. 

The mind is originally an unfown field prepared for 

the reception of any crop; and if thofe to whom the 

culture of it belongs neglect to fill it with good grain, 

it will fpeedily be covered with weeds. If right prin- 
ciples of aétion are not implanted, wrong principles 

will fprout up. If religion be not foftered, irreligion- 

will take root. To keep the mind, during a feries of 

years, in a ftate of perfect indifference as to the. truth” 

~ or falfehood of the prevailing religion of the country 
would be impoffible; and, were it poffible, the effect 

would be, that thofe, who are brought up to the age 

of maturity without the flighteft inclination to any 
particular religion, would remain indifferent to all re- 

ligion as‘fong as they lived: Let us afk thefe de- 
clared enemies of every proceeding which may bias: 

the youthful mind with regard to religion, whether, in 
Ce other
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other refpects, they a& up to their own principles ?. 

Do they inculcate on their children no elements of. 
knowledge, no motives of action, no rules of conduct ?, 

They will exprefs furprife at the abfurdity of the quef=_. 

tion. They will tell us, and they will tell. us truly 

(and they might extend their obfervation with equal 

juftice to religion), that to train up children without 
knowledge, without maxims of moral behaviour, left 
their opinions on thofe fubje&s fhould be biaffed, 
would be as unphilofophical as it would be ‘to pro- - 

hibit them from walking, that when arrived at years of 
difcretion they might decide, uninfluenced by the pre- 
judices of habit, whether they would travel on two 

legs or on four. The ufual defe& of judgment in the 

manner of impreffing the principles of Chriftianity 

appears to me to confift in two circumftances: rift, they 

are commonly inculcated in the form of a dry authori- 

tative lecture, whence religion-is rather dreaded as an — 
auftere monitor and relentle{S judge, than loved as the 

giver of prefent and future happinefs. adly, They are’ 

prefented to the underftanding rather as truths to be 
implicitly received on the credit of the teacher, and on 

the ground of their eftablifhed prevalence, than as 
truths retting on the folid bafis of fact and judgement, 

and inviting at all times the clofett inveftigation of 
their certainty of which the mind is capable. I am 
aware that, during a certain period of childhood, it is 
true no lefs in the cafe of religion than’ of other 

branches of inftruétion, that the truth and propriety. of 
many things muft be received bytthe pupil on the 

credit of the inftructor, becaufe the mind is not then 

ages to judge of the proofs by which they are 

eftablifhed. -
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eftablifhed. Yet even during that period it feems to 

“me generally defirable, and particular ly on the fabje 

of religion, that the pupil fhould be apprized both of 

this neceffity and the caufe of it; and fhould be taught 

- to expe that ample information will be afforded as» 

foon as he fhall become fully capable of underftand- 

ing it. | As the intellectual faculties expand, the more 

ebvious proofs of revealed religion ought to be 
gradually developed. And in the concluding years 

of education the preferibed ftudies unquettionably 

ought to comprehend the leading evidences of Chrifti- 

anity arranged with fimplicity, but in regular order, 

conveyed in familiar but not uninterefting language, 

comprifed within a moderate compafs, and divefted of 

learned references and critical difquifitions, 

The prattice of requiring children to employ breech 

prayer-bocks and bibles ought to be vuniverfally abo- 

lifhed. Its effect is to withdraw the mind from every 

fenfe of devotion, and to make the acquifition of a 
few foreign words and phrafes rank higher than the 

heartfelt performance of public worfhip. 

  

  

உ. ்‌ 

While we are inftilling religious principles into the 
tender mind, it is undoubtedly our duty to take-pecu- , 

liar care that thofe principles be found and juft ; that 

the religion we teach be the religion of the Bible, and 

not the invention of human error or fuperftition; that 

the principles we infufe into others be fuch as we our- 

felves have well ferutinized, and not the refult of our 

credulity or bigotry nor the mere hereditary un- 

examined prejudices of our undifcerning childhood. 
3 Out is
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It may alfo be granted, that it is the duty of every” 

parent to inform his child that when his faculties have 

fo unfolded themfelves, as to enable him to examine. 

for himfelf thofe principles which the parent is now 

jnftilling, it will be his duty to examine them. 

But after making thefe conceffions I would moft fe- 

rioufly infift, that there are certain leading and funda-" 

“mental truths; that there are certain fentiments on the 

fide of Chriftianity, as well as of virtue and benevo- 

lence, in favour of which every child ought to be pre- 

pofiefied ; and may it not be added, that to expect to 

_ keep the mind void of all prepoffeflion, even upon any 

fubject, appears to be altogether a vain and unpracti- 

cable attempt; an attempt, the very fuggeftion of 

which argues much ignorance of human nature. Let 

philofophers fay what they will; it is much to give 

youth prepoffeffions in favour of religion, to fecure 

their prejudices on its fide before you turn them adrift 

in the world; a world in which, before they can be 

completely armed with arguments and reafons, they 

will be affailed by a number whofe prepoffeffions and 

prejudices, far more than their arguments and reafons, 

attach them to the other fide. Why fhould not the 

Chriftian youth furnith himfelf in a good caufe with 

“the fame natural armour which the enemies of religion 

wear in a bad one? It is unreafonable to fuggeft 

that we fhould in Chriftianity, as in thé arts and 

fciences, or languages, begin with the beginning, fet 

out with the fimple elements, and thus go on unto 

perfection. Do young perfons then become moficians, 

and painters, and linguifts, and mathematicians, by 

early ftudy and regular labour; and fhall-they become 
Chriftians
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Chriftians by. accident? Shall this moft important 

knowledge be by Chriftian parents deferred, or taught 
lightly, or-be fuperfeded by things of little compara~ 

tive worth? Or {hall we, with an unaccountable deli- 

beration, defer an anxiety about religion till the buly - 
man or diffipated woman are become fo immerfed in 

the cares of life, and fo entangled i in its pleafures, that 

they will have little heart or fpirit to embrace a new 

principle ? A principle whofe precife objeé it will be 
to condemn that very life into which they will have . 

already embarked, nay to) condemn almoft all that they 
have been doing and thinking ever fince they firft be- 
gan to act and think. 

Begin then with confidering that ripen As a part 
and the moft prominent part in your fyftem of. in- 

ftruétion. Do not Communicate its principles in a 

random defultory way; nor feantily ftint this bufinefs 

to only fuch {craps and remnants of time as may be 
cafually picked up from the gleanings of other acquire- 

ments. Confine not your inftruétions to mere verbal 

rituals and dry fyftems, but inftruct them in the way 

that fhail intereft their feelings, by lively images and 
by a warm practical application of what they read to ~ 

their own hearts and circumftances. There feems to — 

be no good reafon that while every other thing is to _ 
be made amufing, religion alone mult be dry and un- 
inviting. Do not fancy that a thing is good merely 
becaufe it is dull. “Why fhould not the moft enter- 

taining power of the human mind be fupremely confe-- 
crated to that fubject which is moft worthy of their 

full exercife ? The misfortune is, that religious learn- 

ing is too often rather confidered as an act of the 
ae 4 — memory
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-memory than of the heart and feelings, and that chil- 

dren are turned over to the dry work of getting by rote 

as a tafk, that which they fhould get from example 

and animated converfation, or from lively difcuffion | 

in which the pupil fhould learn to bear a part. Teach 

them rather, as our Bleffed Saviour taught, by feizing 

on farrounding objects, by calling in all creation, ani- 

mate and inanimate, to your aid, and accuftom your 

young audience to : pg : 

« Find tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, 

< Sermons in ffones, and good in-every thing.” 

In your communications with young people take 

care to convince them that, as religion is not.a_bufinefs 

to be laid afide with the leffon, fo neither is it a fingle 

branch of duty; fome detached thing which, like the 

acquifition of an art or a language, is to be practifed 

feparately, and fo have its diftinct periods and modes 

of operation. “But let them underftand, that common 

acts, by the fpirit in which they are to be performed, 

are to be made acts of religion, and that as fhe who 
has true perfonal grace has it uniformly, and is not 

fometimes awkward and fometimes graceful, fo religion 

‘is not an occafional act, but an indwelling principle, 

an inwrought habit, a pervading and informing fpirit, 
from which indeed every aét: derives its life, and 

energy, and beauty. ன்‌ 

An intelligent mother will feize the firft occafion 

which the child’s opening underftanding fhall allow, 

for making a little courfe of lectures on. the Lord’s 
prayer, taking every divifion or fhort fentence fepa- 

rately, for each furnifhes valuable materials for a dif- 

ting:
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oe Buk weighty fentences, not in their ene exten- 

five and cue fente;) but in their moft obvious 

meaning. 

When the child has a pretty good ரன of ih 
meaning of each divifion, fhe fhould then be made to 

obferve the connexion, relation, and dependence of the 

feyeral parts of the prayer one upon another, for there 

is a great method and connexion in it. 

The young perfon, from being made a comets 

miftrefs of this fhort compofition, will have a clearer 

conception, not only of its-individual contents, but of 

prayer in general than many ever obtain, though their 
memory has been perhaps loaded with long unex- 

plained forms, which they have been accuftomed to ~ 

{wallow in the lump, without {crutiny and without dif 

crimination. Prayer fhould not be fo {wallowed. It 
is a regular prefcription, which fhould ftand analyfis 
and examination: it is not a charm, the fuccefsful 

eperation of which depends on your blindly taking eS 

without knowing what is in it, and on which the good 

you receive is promoted by your ignorance of its. 

contents. 

I would have it underftood that by thefe little com- 

ments I do not mean that the child fhould be put to 

learn ary, and to her unintelligible, expofitions ; but 

that the expofition is to be colloquial. And here I 

muft remark in general, that the teacher is fometimes 

unreafonably apt to relieve herfelf at the child’s ex- 

pente, by loading the ட of a little creature on 
occafions
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-eccafions on which far other faculties fhould be put in 

exercife. The child herfelf fhould be made to furnifh 

a good part of this extemporaneous commentary by — 

றன்‌ an{wers ; in which anfwers fhe will be much af- 

Gifted by the judgment the teacher ufes in her manner 

of queftioning. Written forms of prayer are not only 

ufeful and ‘proper but indifpenfably neceffary to begin 

. with. But 1 will hazard the remark, that if children 

~ are thrown exclufively on the beft forms, if they are 

made to commit them to memory like a copy of 

verfes, and to repeat them in a dry cuftomary way, 

they will produce little effects on their mind, They 

will not underftand what they repeat if we do not 
eatly open to them the important fcheme of prayer. 

We fhould give them knowledge, before we can ex- 

pect them to make much progrefs in piety, and as a 

due preparative for it. To adopt the contrary mode 
- would be virtually adopting the popifh rule of pray- 
ing in an unknown tongue. Children, let me again © 
obferve, will not attend to their prayers if they do not 

underftand them; and they will not underftand them 

if they are not taught to analyfe and diffe€t them, to 

~ know their component parts, and methodife them. 

_ As a preparative to prayer itfelf, they fhould be 

impreffed with as clear an idea as their capacity and 

the nature of the fubjeét admit, of “ Him with whom 

* they have to do.” His omniprefence is perhaps of 

all his attributes that of which we may make the firft 

practical ufe. : 

Young people fhould be ona guarded ர்‌ 
acquiring a habit of repeatedly invoking their Maker’s 

name on occafions the moft trivial. Thofe who are 

7 ca ~ moft



    
both thefe ர without the = 

friendfhip, are little likely to difcontinue it. There is, 

perhaps, hardly any fin fo frequently committed, fo 
feldom repented of, or fo little guarded againft. On 
the {core of impropriety too it 15 additionally offen- 
five, as being utterly repugnant to. female delicacy, 

which often affects to be fhocked: at {wearing in a 
man, Now this fpecies of prophanenefs is not only 

- {wearing, but perhaps {wearing of the worft fort ; as it 

is a direct breach of an exprefs command, and offends 

againft the very letter of that law, which fays, thou — 

சச] not take the name of the Lord thy God m vain. 11 

offends againft delicacy and good breeding ; for thofe 

who commit it little think of the pain they are in- 

fliéting on the fober mind, which is deeply wounded 

when it hears the holy name it loves difhonoured, and 

  

it is as contrary to good breeding to give pain, as it is 
to true piety to be prophane. How would you like to 

hear the honoured name of a revered parent or de- 

parted friend banded about with unfeeling familiarity. 

and indecent levity, or at beft thruft into every paufe 

of fpeech as a vulgar expletive? Does not your af- 
fectionate heart recoil at the thought? And yet the 

hallowed name of your trueft Benefactor, your 
heavenly father, your beft friend, is treated with an 

irreverence, a contempt, a wantonne(s, of which you 

cannot bear the very- thought or mention of treating a 

human friend. 

In
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உட. 

In civilized fociety it is almoft impoffible to try the 

experiment of bringing up a child without any reli- 

gious ideas till he be able to choofe them for himfelf. 
He muft neceffarily receive fome impreffions on the 

. fubjeét ; and as this is a matter of the firft importance, 
all parents fhould inftill fuch fentiments into their 
children as they themfelves fuppofe to be true, or if 
they do not believe in Chriftianity they fhould at leaft 

teach them the doctrines of natural religion. “We are 

all of us influenced in our opinions by accidental cir- 

cumftances, and no human being who communicates — 
with other men, either by books or converfation, can be. 

faid to form his judgment on any fubjeét from the un- 

biaffed decifions of his own underftanding. Let us 

not then expect children to efcape the common lot of © 
humanity; and if they muft be guided, let it be by 

their parents, who fhould teach them fuch plain and 

fimple truths concerning the Supreme Being’as fhall 
fill their little hearts with piety and devotion. “The 

proper time for entering on this fubject muft depend 

‘upon the abilities of each child, but where they do not 

afk queftions which naturally lead to it, perhaps fix 

or feven years of age may be quite early enough to 

begin. The minds of children are often deeply im- 
prefied, with religious fentiments, as perhaps many 

readers may recollect by experience; and though their 

ideas ‘on thefe fubjeéts may be much altered fince their 
infancy, yet no one can fay how much of their prefent 
goodnefs arifes from their having received a religious 
education. 

Mott Deifts have been educated as ட and 

though
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though they now ungratefully difown the guide by 
whofe affiftance they have arrived. at their prefent 
pitch of goodnefs, piety, and virtue, and imagine they 
fhould have entertained the fame exalted ideas of the 

Supreme Being, and the fame firm belief in a future 

ftate, had they never been acquainted with the doc- 
trines of revelation, yet it muft not be fuppofed their 
children will make an equal progrefs in piety and 
virtue unlefs they enjoy the benefit of the fame kind 
hand to lead them up the fteep afcent. The fruit of 

Deifm on which pure Chriftianity has been ingrafted, 

muft be far fuperior to that produced by Deifm When 
fuffered to grow wild and uncultivated. ~ 

At nine or ten years of age I eee children 

might read the life of Jefus Chrit felected from the 
New Teftament and:written in the language of the 

moft approved tranflation, with explanatory notes 

defcribing the.cuftoms and manners peculiar to the 

Jews in that age. This hiftory;fhould be arranged 

according to the chronological’order of events. The 

miraculous conception; the converfation between Jefus 

and Nicodemus,;.and other obfeure paffages might. 

perhaps be better omitted. - After they have gone 
through the life of Chrift. in this manner, they may 

read the A&ts of the Apoftles; but the language of the 

Epiftles i is much teo abftrufe for very young people. 

In a chriftian country it would be a difgrace for 

any perfon to. be brought up without being acquainted 

with the hiftory of the Old Teftament; for though it 

does not fo immediately concern Chriftians as the 
New Teftament,.yet it is fo continually referred to in 

that as well as in prophane books, that it is abfolutely 
neceflary
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neceflary to have read it. Young people might, there-- 

fore, begin to read the hiftorical books of the Old 

Teftament according to their, chronological order, 
omitting the moft objectionable paflages, when they 
are about fourteen or fifteen; for this, being the moft’ 

ancient hiftory extant, fhould be read before they com- 
-mence a courfe of prophane hiftory. 

Parents and inftruétors fhould point out which parts 
of the Old Teftament are really infpired and which are 

fuppofed. to be the mere narration of the hiftorian, 
left the young ftudents fhould be tempted to blame. 
the Almighty for permitting thofe aéts of apparent 
cruelty and oppreffion which are fometimes recorded. - 
Children muft on no account be led to fuppofe thar 
God is revengeful or cruel, nor fhould their tender 
minds be impreffed with thofe terrific defcriptions of 
the Deity, which reprefent him as the God of wrath 
whom they are to fear, rather than as the kind Father 
of the Univerfe whonr they fhould love and adore. 

When they inquire the meaning of ‘any ob{cure 

paflages, different tranflations fhould be confulted; but 
if thefe do not clear up the difficulty, you muft not 
put them off with thofe “ g/o/s-overs,” which are a dif- 
grace to their inventors, but tell them plainly and 
honeftly you do not underftand that paflage; you 
fhould add, however, that happily our duty is fo 

clearly pointed out in other parts of the Scripture that 
it is intelligible to the meaneft capacity. Intelligent 
childten eafily diftinguifh between truth and faifehood, 
and if you give them any evafive or unfatisfactory 
anfwer, it will entirely deftroy their confidence in your 
veracity for the future, = 

After  
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After children have gone through the Gofpels and 
_ the A&s, they may be taken to fome place of public. 

worthip, which would imprefs their minds with ferious 

ideas, and induce a habit of attention even fhould they 

not underftand all they hear. oe 
In the religious inftruétion of children and young 

perfons all doctrinal points had better be avoided, 
but when they grow up, their parents may converfe 

with them on thefe fubjeéts, and tell them how dif- 
ferent fects of Chriftians explain fuch and fuch texts ; 

and they fhould alfo inftruét them in the evidences of 

Chriftianity. This would. enable them to give a 

-reafon for their own opinions, which 1S particularly 

ufeful to boys when they are fent out into the world.’ 

Books of controverfy are, perhaps, very ufclefs to 

young perfons, unlefs their minds be unfettled on any 
- particular points, and then if they with for any other 
guides than the different copies and tranflations of the 
New Teftament, let them read and impartially con- 

fider the books that have been written on both fides 

of the queftion. Chriftianity in ifs native fimplicity 

and purity is of no particular fect, and therefore, in- 

ftead of teaching my pupils all the trivial diftinétions 
between proteftants, ‘calvinifts, prefbyterians, &c. 1 

would only with to make them CurisTrans in the 

true and moft enlarged fenfe of the word. 

  

The following excellent paflage from Dr. Beat- 
tie’'s Life of bis Son occurred fince writing 
the above: 

« The doétrines of religion I wifhed to imprefs on 

‘* his mind,-as foon as it might be prepared to receive 

«them ; 
3 

ளை
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«them; but Idid not fee the propriety of making 

«him commit to memory theological fentences, or 

«‘ any fentences which it was not’ poffible for him to 

“ underftand. And I was defirous to make a trial how 

" é far his own reafon would go in tracing out, with a 

little dire€tion, the great and firft principle of all 

<¢ religion, the being of God. The following fact is 

<¢ mentioned, not as a proof of fuperior fagacity in him 

«© (for [have no doubt that moft children would, in 

« like circumftances, think-as he did) but merely as a 

« moral and religious experiment. He had, reached 

«his fifth (or fixth) year, knew the alphabet, and 

x could read a little,. but had received no particular 

<¢ information with refpect to the Author of his being, 

« becaufé I thought he could not yet underftand fuch 

© information 3, and becaufe I had learned, from my 

<* own experience, that to be made to repeat words’ 

- not under{tood is extremely detrimental to the facul- 

« ties of a young mind. In a corner of a little garden, 

«© without informing any perfon of the circumftance, I . 

« wrote in the mould, with my fingers, the three 

« initial letters of his name, and fowing garden-crefies 

<€ in the furrows, covered up” ‘the feed and fmoothed 

«the ground. Ten days after he came running to 

«© me, and, with aftonifhment in his countenance, told 

“cme, that his name was growing in the garden. 1 

~ « fmiled at the report and feemed inclined to difregard 

«it; but hé ‘infifted on my going to fee what had 

«happened. ‘ Yes,’ faid I carelefsly, on coming to 

«the place, ‘I fee it 1s fo; but there is nothing in 

“ this worth notice; it is mere chance :’ and I went 

“away. He followed me, and, taking hold of my. 

coat,
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& coat, டர with fome earneftnefs) ee ek 

«¢ mere chance, tor that {omebody mutt ha டப He 

« matters fo as to produce'it.’ 1 era not to give 

his words or my own, for I have forgotten both ; 

“but I give the fubftance of what paffed between us 

“in fuch language as we both underftood. ‘So you 

‘« think,’ I faid, ‘ that what appears fo regular as the 

“letters of your name cannot be by chance.’ ‘ Yes,’ 

*‘ faid he, with firmnefs, “ர think fo,’ ‘Look at’ 

« yourfelf,’ I replied, ‘© and confider your hands. and 

fingers, your legs and feet, and other'limbs ; are they 

«* not regular in. their appearance and ufeful to you ?” 

«he faid, ‘they were.’ ‘Came you then hither,’ 

« faid I, ‘by chance?’ ‘No,’ he anfwered, ‘ that 
“cannot be; fomething muft have made me.’ ‘ And 

«¢ who is that fomething ?’ I afked. He faid he did. 

“not know. (1 took particular notice, that he did 

“© not fay as Rouffeau fancies a child in like circum- 

< ftantes would fay, that his parents made him), 1 

‘had now gained the point I aimed at; and faw that 

<¢ his reafon taught him (though he could not exprefs 

“ it) that what begins to be muft have a caufe, and 

  

  

   

“ that what is formed with regularity mutt have an in- 

“ telligent caufe. I therefore told him the name of 

“ the Great Being, who made him and all the world; 

«concerning whofe adorable nature I gave him fuch 

“ information as I thought he could in fome meafure 

«comprehend. The leffon affected him greatly, and 

s¢ he never treet either it or the circumftances that 

* introduced it.’ ்‌ 

VOL. Il. : D 
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CHAPTER XIVE 

Public and private Education, Schools, and the நரி 

மிச்ச ட்‌ Spending the Vacations. 

IV. 2. 
Bur you will fay, what மேரி { do with my fon? If 

I keep him always at home he will be in danger to be 
my young matter ; and if I fend him abroad, how is it 

poffible to keep him from the contagion of rudenefs 
and vice, which is fo every where in fafhion? In my — 

houfe he will, perhaps, be more innocent, but more 

ignorant too of the world; wanting there changes of 

company, and being ufed conftantly to the fame faces, 
he will, when he comes oo be a fheepifh or con- 
ceited creature. 

I confefs both fides have their inconveniences. Be- 
ing abroad it is true will make him bolder, and better . 
able to buftle and fhift among boys of his own age; 
and the emulation of fchool-fellows often puts life and - 
induftry into young-lads. But till-you can find a 
Seon where it is poffible for the mafter to look after 
the manners of his fcholars, and can fhow as great 
effects of his care of forming their minds to virtue, 
and their carriage to good breeding, as of forming 
their tongues to the learned languages, you muft con- 
fefs that you have a ftrange value for words, when, 
preferring the languages of the ancient Greek and 
Romans to that which made them fuch brave men, 
you think it worth while to hazard your fon’s in- 

nocence  
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nocence and virtue for a little Greek and Latin. For, 
as for that boldnefs and fpirit which lads get among 
their play-fellows at fchool, it has ordinarily fuch a 

mixture of rudenefs and ill-turned confidence, that 

thofe mifbecoming and difingenuous ways of fhifting 

in the world muft be unlearned, and all the tincture » 

wathed out again to make way for better principles 
and fuch manners as make a truly worthy man. He 

who confidérs how diametrically oppofite the fkill of 

living well and managing, as a man fhould do, his © 

affairs in the world, is to thé malapertnefs, tricking, or 
violence, learned among {chobl-boys, will think the 

faults of a private education infinitely to be preferred. 

to fuch improvements, and will take caré to preferve 

his child’s innocence and modefty at home, as being 

nearer a-kin and more in the way of thofe qualities 

which make an ufeful and able man. 

I therefore cannot but prefer breeding of a young - 

gentleman at home in his father’s fight under a good 

governor, as much the beft and fafeft way to the great 

and main end of education, when it can be had, and is 

~ ordered as it fhould be. But what thall be refolved 

in this cafe muft in a great meafure be left to the pa- 

rents, to be determined by their circumftances and 

conveniences; only | think it the worft fort of cood 

hufbandry for a father not to ftrain himfelf a little for 

his fon’s breeding, which, let his condition be what it 

will, is the beft portion he can leave him. But if after - 

all it fhall. be thought by fome;: that the breeding at 

home has too little company, and that at ordinary 

fchools not fuch as it fhould be for a young gentle- 

man; I think there might be ways found out to avoid 

the inconveniences on the one fide and the other. 

D2 : If 
Ve
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If you determine to have a private tutor for your 
fon, do not be guided in your choice by the confidera- 
tion of expentfe, if you are able to pay its as it will be 
the money beft laid out that can be about our children ; 
and, therefore, though a perfon who poffeffes the necef= 
{ary but rare qualifications of great fobricty, lemperance, 
tendernefs, diligence, and difcretion, may be expenfive 
more than is ordinary, yet it cannot be thought too. 

‘dear. He that at any rate procures his child a good 
mind, well principled, tempered to virtue and ufeful- 

nefs, and adorned with ciwility. and good breeding, 

makes a ‘better purchafe for him than if he had laid 
~ out the money for an addition of more earth to his 

former actes. But be fure take no body by the mere 
--recommendation of friends, or from motives of 

charity, no, nor upon great commendations. Nay, if 
yon will do as you ought, the reputation of a fober 
man with a good ftock of learning (which is all that 
is ufually required in a tutor) will not be enough to 
ferve your turn, as he fhould be perfectly well-bred, 
underftanding the ways of carriage, and meafures of 

civility in all the variety of perfons, times, and places, 

and keep his pupil, as much as his age requires, con- 
{tantly to the obfervation of them. In this choice, 

therefore, you mutt be as curious as you would be in 

that of a wife, for you muft not think of making a 
trial or changing afterwards, as this will caufe great 
inconvenience to you, and greater to your fon, 

When you have fixed on a tutor, you mutt be fure 
to wfé him with great refpeét yourfelf, and caufe all 
your family to do fo too; for you cannot expect your 
fon fhould have any regard for one whom he fees you, 
or his mother, or others, flight,  
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‘As the father’s example mutt teach the child refpect © 

for his tutor, fo the tutor’s example muft lead the 

child into thofe aétions he would have him do, His 

practice muft by no means crofs his precepts, unlefs 

he intend to fet him wrong. ‘It will be to no purpofe 

for the tutor to talk of the reftraint of the paffions, 

whilft any of his own are let loofe; and he will in 

vain endeavour to reform any vice or indecency in his 

pupil, which he allows in himfelf Il] patterns are fure 

to be followed more than good rules ; and therefore . 

he muft always carefully preferve him from the in- 

fluence of ill precedents, efpecially the moft dangerous 

of all, the examples of the fervants, from whofe com- 

pany he is to be kept, not by prohibitions, for that 

will but give him an itch for it, but by being as much 

as may be im the company of his parents or tutor. 

\ 
॥ 

  

்‌ 

Quintilian fays, that Cit is a falfe idea to fuppofe that 

the morals of boys are expofed to greater danger in 

public fchools than at home. Were this the cafe, he 

faid, he fhould not hefitate a moment in deciding in 

favour of a home education ; as the care of living well 

is infinitely preferable to that of fpeaking well. But 

he fays, that the danger is equal on both fides; that 

the whole depends upon the natural difpofition of the 

children, and the care that is taken of their education ; 

that ufually the evil fprings from the parents them- 

felves by the bad examples they fet their children. 

They every day, fays he, thear and fee fuch things as 

they ought to be ignorant of during their lives. All 

this paffes into habir, and foon after into nature. The . 

; D 3 poor
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‘ poor children become vicious before they know what 

vice is. Thus, breathing nothing but luxury and_ 

pleafure, they do not derive their irregularity — 

the {chools, but bring it thither.” 

A young man who has had a private retired ies 

tion ufually grows languid and dejeéted ; he rufts as it 

were or, falling into an oppofite extreme, becomes 
conceited, fetting a greater value upon himfelf than 

upon others, from having no perfon to compare him 

felf with. It is a fault, fays Plutarch, which very much 

deferves to be condemned in parents, to think them- 

felves‘entirely difcharged from the care of watching 

over their children as foon as they are put into the 

hands of mafters, and not to think any longer of 
being certified by their own eyes and ears of 

the progrefs they make in ftudy and virtue. Be- 

Gdes this, it i} becomes a father in a matter of this 

importance, wherein he is fo nearly concerned, blindly 

to rely upon the integrity of ftrangers; for it is certain, 

that a father’s care to inform himfelf from time to 

time and take an account 6f his fon’s application and 

behaviour, may at the fame time make both the 

Acholars and mafters more exact and diligent in the 

difcharge of their feveral duties. 

How juft foever this duty is, and eafy to be difs 

charged, it is feldom that parents difcharge it. They 
hardly ever concern themfelves about the behaviour 

of their children when they are grown up and have 

left fchool; and moft of them fhow fuch an_in- 

difference and negleét in this point as is fcarcely to be 
imagined. Many excufe themfelves under a pretence 

of bufinefS and employment; as if the education of 

their
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their children were not the moft important of all, or © 
the charaéter of a father were effaced by that of 
magiftrate, minifter, or merchant. th A 

Crates the philofopher wifhed to be on the oe 

exalted eminence in the city, that he might cry aloud 

to the inhabitants, ‘“O, fenfelefs generation! how 

€¢ foolith are ye to think only of heaping up riches, 

*“and abfolutely to neglect the education of your 
* children, for whom you pretend to amafs it!” 

Parents pay fometimes very dear for their negli- 
gence and avarice, when afterwards they have the 

grief to {ee their children abandoned to every kind of 
vice. and debauchery, diferace them in a thoufand 

ways, and frequently {quander away more money in 

one year on the gratification of their paffions, than 

parents would have fpent in ten by giving them a 

good and virtuous education. 

In private houfes, where'a preceptor is obliged to 
attend his pupils all day long, it is wife in parents, 

and I may fay it is for their intereft alfo, to endeavour’ 

as much as poffible to foften this reftraint, by allow- 

| ing the mafter one afternoon every week entirely to 

himfelf, and taking upon themfelves the care of the 

children .during that interval. No conftitution can 
endure fuch continual confinement. A preceptor 

fhould have time to unbend, to vifit his. friends, 

to keep up his acquaintance, and to advife with 
them about his ftudies. It is not eafy to exprefs_ 

how much -this condefcenfion of the parents en- 

courages the matters, and renders their zeal more 

lively and vigilant.. 

D4 நட்‌



40. Public and private Education, Schools, Be 

» -Thofe who undertake the care of youth thould not; 

in my opinion, blindly receive all the {cholars that are 

offered to them, bur fhould firft be informed of their 

morals and characters, efpecially when they are fome- 
‘what grown up or come from fome other academy. . 

But the moft important point of difcipline is never 
to fuffer any {cholar to remain, who is capable of 
being prejudicial to his companions, either by corrupt- 

ing the purity of their morals, or by infpiring them — 

with a fpirit of difcontent and rebellion. In thefe two 

cafes we may without {cruple affirm, that the rule lam 

{peaking of fhould be inviolably obferved. To be 
convinced of this, we need only change the object, and 

afk, whether any one would leave a child that was 

fick of a contagious diftemper with the reft? Is the 
infeCtion of the morals then lefs dangerous or lefs fatal 

in its confequences ? Can a.mafter, who has a juft fenfe 

- of religion, fupport this terrible but true reflection, 

that: Ged will one day demand of him. an account of 

all the fouls that fhall be loft at his {chool, from his 

having declined to fend away the corrupters through 

- views of intereft, complaifance, or even through 

good nature ? 

  

IX. | 

Tt is furprifing that ever a queftion fhould have 

been made, whether an education at home or abroad 

was to be chofen for boys. It is obvious, that by 2 
home-education a youth miffes all the advantage ௦7 
being accuftomed to the company of his equals, or 
being early hardened, by the little-rubs he will meet 

with fro them, againft thofe he muft lay his account 

with
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with meeting in life, which a youth, who goes diretly 

out of his mother’s lap into the wide world, is by no 

means prepared to grapple with, nor even to bear the 

fight of ftrange faces, nor to eat, drink, and lodge dif 

ferently from the manner he has been ‘ufed to at his 
father’s houfe. ~Another great difadvantage of a 

home-education is the miffing a number of ufeful and 

valuable friendfhips a youth might have contracted at 

{chool, which, being begun in the innocent and difin-» 

terefted time of life, often hold through the whole of 
it, and prove of the moft important advantage. 

The moft perfect {cheme that has yet been found 
out, or is poffible: for the whole education of youth 

from fix years of age upwards, is where a perfon pro- 
perly qualified, with an unexceptionable character. for 

gentlenefs of temper and exemplary virtue, good — 

breeding, knowledge of the world, and of languages, 

writing, accounts, book-keeping, “geography, the 

principles of philofophy, mathematics, hiftery, and. 
divinity, and who is difengaged from’ all other pur- 
fuits, employs himfelf and proper affiftants wholly 
in the care and inftruétion of a competent number of 

youth placed:in his own houfe and under his own | 
eye, in fuch a manner as to accomplifh them, in all 

the branches of ufeful and ornamental knowledge 

fuitable to their capacities, ages, and profpetts, and 

efpecially, in the knowledge of what will make them 

ufeful in this life and fecure the happinefs of the next. 

A perfon’s being thus brought up from childhood to 

mature age, under the {ame authority, is of inefti- 

mable advantage, as he acquires in time the affection 

and the fenfe of authority of a fon to a parent, rather 
than
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‘than of a pupil:to his matter, than which nothing can , 

more, or fo: much contribute to bis i improvement in 

learning, or to the forming of his manners. It cannot © 

be ea that the education of youth fhould fuc- 
ceed properly, if parents will thwart every meafure 

taken by a prudent mafter for the advantage of a 

child, taking him home from time to time, interrupt- 

ing the courfe of his ftudies, and pampering and _ 
fondling him in a manner incompatible with the eco- 

nomy a a place of education, whereby a child mutt 

be led to conclude, that it is an un happinefs to be 

obliged to be at fchool, that it is doing him a kind, 
nefs to fetch him home, to keep him in idlenefs, to 
feed him with rich food and high fauces, and to allow 

him to drink wine, and to cn fuch hours for eating 
and fleeping as are unfuitable to his age. 

Did parents but confider that a child’s happinefs de- 
pends not at all upon his being indulged and pam- 
pered, but upon having his mind eafy, ‘without 
hankering after what he does not know and would 
never think of, if not put in his head by their improper 
management of him; and that the more he is hu- 
moured in his childifh follies, the more wants,.and 
confequenily the more uneafinefles he will have; did 
parents, I fay, confider this, they. would not give 
themfelves and their children the trouble they do, only 
to make both unhappy. : 

= 

XIE. 
It\would, in my opinion, be very ufeful that lectures 

fhould be regularly read at the univerfities for training 
up future tutors, as was formerly.done by Mr. Schmeit- 

zel
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gel at Halle, and not without ereat benefit. Indeed 

it is far eafier to become ‘a learned doctor than a fkil- 

ful tutor, nor does it coft fo much pains to learn the 

moft fublime {ciences, as properly to inftru& and to 

bring up children. 
ட 
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For lads intended to go upon the line of learning, | 

jt has been. difputed whether a fchool or a private 

tutor be more eligible; the difcuffion of this point 

{eems needlefs for general ufe, becaufe few can.afford_ 

the latter, and perhaps there are fome parents from 

- whofe example and manner of living little good is to 

be gotten at home; fo they had better put their 

children into other hands. “Where there is a robuft 

conftitution, good principles well rivetted, and. a . 

- fturdinefs of temper not eafily wound about by the in- 

citements of a companion, I conceive a large {chool 

may be beft ; but if the frame be'tender, the inclina- 

tions fufpicious, or the mind too flexible by any 1m- 

pulfe, I fhould prefer a fmall one, becaufe there he 

ஷு be more narrowly obferved. 

When delivered up to the mafter things muft be 

left to his management, for it would be prefumptuous 

to teach a profeflor any thing in his own fcience; yet 

IT may offer by way of query, whether it would not be 

better to exercife children’s memory upon things more 

than upon words, and inftead of thofe burdenfome 

tafks ufually fet them upon repetition days, which 

feem needful only to qualify them for ftage players, to 

put them upon repeating the fubftance of what leffons 

they have learned the week before, preferving fome 

q ; remarkable
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remarkable words and turns of expreffion, or paffages 

which have a particular beauty or energy; and 

‘likewife whether, among the thefes given to declaim 
upon, it might not be profitable fometimes to choofe 
thofe wherein the boys will be heartily interefted, in 

order to, affimilate their exercifes as nearly as poffible 
to the rea] bufinefs of life; fuch as, whether law, di- 

_ vinity, phyfic, the army, the fea, merchandifé or trade 

be the more eligible profeffion, and for what cha- 

raGters, and to perfons in what firuation or circum- 
ftances; what are the advantages or conveniences of 

the county each boy belongs to; whether cricket or 

prifon-bar, fhuttle-cock or trap-ball be the better 

amufement; why holidays are expedient, and what 
proportion of them is moft fuitable. 

Neverthelefs a fchool is not\to be depended upon 
for every thing ; found principles of morality, difcre- 
tion, and common prudence, good manners, and 
politenefs, and knowledge of the world, are not to be 
expected from thence; if the matter be well fkilled in 
all thefe matters, of which there is a great chance, he 

will not have leifure nor opportunity to teach them: 
therefore it is incumbent upon the parent to lay the - 
foundation well before-hand, to improve the growth 
of them, and corre& errors that have infinuated from 

time to time, as it is prefumed the boy will come 
home at breaking up. 

If the parent have ftill retained the confidence of 

his child, fo as to be regarded in the light of his ஸி 
friend and counfellor, he may get from him an in- 
genuous account of the characters and behaviour of 
his {chool-fellows, together with his own tranfaCtions 

among
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among them, and நர்‌ him how to manage with 

them fo as'neither to impofe nor be impofed upon, to 

praétife art and referve for felf-defence, but never for 

overreaching, to be neither tame nor quarrelfome, to 

preferve a foirit of charity, of honour, of equity, and 

decorum in all his dealings, even his fquabbles and 

contentions, to extricate himfelf out of difficulties, to 

efcape anxiety in competitions, to bear hardfhips con- 

tentedly that cannot be remedied, and reft eafy under 

difappointments 5 thereby qualifying him to 60116 

hereafter through a ae and contentious world. ' 

  

KIX 

164 in the whole courfe of a young perfon’s a 

tion he be apparently the chief object of aitention, and 

he feels himfelf fuperior to all ‘about him, his tutors” 

not excepted, he will neceffarily get a habit of giving 

himfelf improper airs of fuperiority, and of | behaving 

and converfing in a ftyle that cannot fail to give 

offence ; which, befides giving his mind a wrong 

turn, mutt be of great differvice to him in life. On 

the other hand,. it is well known that moft of our 

public fehools in England are in fuch a ft uation that 

a young perfon runs the ereatelt rifk. of having his 

morals corrupted in them. The converlation he will 

often hear in them can hardly fail to give’a vicious 

taint to his imagination, if it doe t lead him ‘to 

contract fuch early habits of ட as will. irre- 

parably hurt his conftituticn and make’ his life 

wretched and fhort. க 

Ip order to unite as much as poffible the advantages 

of a private and public education, J would advife that 

a private
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a private tutor fhould be employed for fome of the 
earlieft years of a perfon’s life. " Afterwards, if it be 

eafily practicable, let a number of gentlemen of for- 

tune, whofe fons are nearly of an equal age and 

equally free from any vice, and who are all provided 

with feparate private tutors, contrive to bring them - 

‘often together, fo as to perform certain exerciles in. 

common: and let certain honorary diftinétions be 

adjudged by ballot, either of the young gentlemen 

themfelves, or of their tutors. Let thefe rewards be 

propofed for fele& exercifes a proper time before- 
hand, and let the pupils and tutors equally exert them- 

felves with a view toit. 

If a perfon be intended for any fphere of ee in 
which much /pirit and courage will be an advantage, 

he fhould not be educated in private, or at leaft care 

fhould be taken that he have frequent intercourfe and — 

‘ mutual exercife wich his equals. 

When a parent educates a child himfelf, he fees 
and feels that whatever the child is, he is through his 
means; fo that he is much more his own, and he has 
a {tronger intereft in him than he could otherwife have 
had. ‘The child alfo feels the fame; and this attach 

ment and fenfe of obligation will rife in proportion to 
the benefits and improvements that the child is con- 
{cious of receiving from the parent. 

Though, therefore, it be abfolutely neceffary, ia 
the prefent ftate of knowledge and of the world, that - 
a parent fhould employ other perfons to inftruét his ~ 
child in the feveral branches of f{cience, yet at leaft 
the general condu& of his education -fhould appear to 
be his own and he fhould, from time to time, give 

particular
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particular attention to it; that the idea of malter or | 

tutor may always appear fubordinate to that of parent, 

the one being an inftrament in the hands of the other; 

_and for this end, the chief agent fhould not keep him- 

felf too far or too frequently out of fight. Tv is pay- 

ing too dear for education to transfer to any tutor 

that affectionate attachment which ought to be the 

peculiar prerogative of the parent. 

  

XX 

One very common error ‘of parents by which they 

hurt the conftitutions of their children is the fending 

them too young to fchool. This is often folely done 

to prevent trouble. When the child is at [0௦௦1 16 

needs no keeper. Thus, the fchool-mafter is made — 

the nurfe, and the poor child is fixed to a feat feven 

or eight ple a day, which time ought to be fpent i in 

exercife and diverfions, Sitting fo long cannot fail to 

produce the worlt effects upon the body, nor is the 

mind lefs injured. Early application weakens the 

faculties, and often fixes in the mind an averfion to 

books, which continues for life. Ic is undoubtedly 

the duty of parents to inflruét their children, at leaft 

till'they are of an age proper to take fome care of 

themfelves. This would tend much to confirm the 

ties of parental tendernefs and filial affection, of the 

want of which there are at prefent fo many deplorable 

inftances. Though few fathers have time to initruct 

their children, yet moft mothers have and furely they 

cannot be better employed. ee : 

‘But fuppofe the way to make children {cholars was 

to fend them to fchool cae it certainly ought not to 

be done at the expenfe of the conftitution. Our 

anceftors,
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anceftors, who feldom went to {chool ori young, 

were not lefs learned aa we. But we imagine the 

boy’s education will be quite marred unlefs he be வோ. 

ried to fchool in his nurfe’s arms. No wonder if fuch. 

hot-bed plants feldom become either fcholars or men. 

Not only the confinement of children in public {chools, 
but their number often proves hurtful. Children are 
much injured by being kept in crowds within doors ; 

their breathing not only renders the place unwhole- 

fome, but if any one of them happens to ee difeafed, 

the reft catch the infection. 

But, if fafhion muft prevail and ees are to 

be fent to {chool, we would recommend it to teachers, 

as they value the interefts of fociety, not to confine 

them too long at a time, but allow them to run about 

and play at fuch ative diverfions, as may promote: 
their growth and ftrengthen their conftitution. - Were 

boys, inftead of being whipped for ftealing an hour 

to run, ride, fwim, or the like, encouraged to em- 

ploy a proper part of their time in thefe manly and 
ufeful exercifes, it would have many excellent effects. 

  

XXY. 

I have formed an eftablifhment for the education of 
governeffes. I intend to place in a houfe, appro- 
priated to that purpofe, twelve young girls, daughters 
of poor clergymen. I fhall have them inftruéted not 
only in needle-work and the trifling occupations of 
our fex, but I hall make them ftudy hiftory, geoora- 
phy, Englith, French, and,.in a word, whatever will 
render them capable of educating. others, 

Boarding



   Boarding fchools for girls may be compared to hot- 

beds, which bring the plants quickly to their growth, 
without giving them their proper ச healthful- 
nefs, or flavour. 

  

அயம்‌. 

After all the confinement and trouble of domeftic 

education, i it is probable that the boy will at laft be 

fent to the univerfity. There he will find the greater 

part of his affociates confifting of young men who 

have been educated at fchools; and if they have any 

vices he will now be in much greater danger of moral 

infection, and will fuffer worfe confequences from ic 
than if he had not been fecluded from boys at a boyifh 

age. He will appear awkward and unacquainted with 

their manners; he will be neglected, if not defpifed; 

his fpirit, if he poffeffes any, will not fubmit to con- 

- tempt, and the final refult will be, that he will imitate 

and at leneth furpafs their irregularities, in order to 

gain a welcome reception. From agtual obfervation 

1 am convinced that this voluntary degeneracy often 
takes place under thefe and fimilar circumftances. 

That happy conduct which can preferve dignity 

and efteem at the univerfity, without any blamable - 

compliances, muft arife from a degree of worldly 

wifdom and experience, as well as of moral rectitude, 

rarely poffefied by him who has been educated in a 

clofet. It is not enough that the mind has been 
furnifhed with prudent maxims, nor that the pureft 
principles have been inftilled into his heart, unlefs the 

VOL. I. -E under-
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underftanding has itfelf collected fome practical rules, 
which can only be gained by- a¢tual intercourfe with 

others of the fame age; and udlef that degree of 
fortitude is acquired, which perhaps can only arife 
from frequent conflicts terminating in victory. 

But yet there are a few circumftances which will : 

render private education the moft proper. Thefe are 
uncommon meeknefs of difpofition, natural weaknefs 

of underftanding, bodily infirmity, any remarkable de- 
fect of the fenfes, or any fingular deformity. 

  

XXIX. 

If a private tutor or governef is kind to their 

pupils the probabilities are, that they will be fonder of 

them than of, their parents, particularly if they {pend 
moft of their time with them. This often excites a 

degree of jealoufy in the breafts of the parents, par- 
ticularly of the mother, and fome are even {0 foolithly 
fond that they will facrifice the good of their children 

to the indulgence of their own felfifhnefs. To obviate 

this difficulty, fome parents have appointed a tutor 
who fhould not be an inmate, but fhould refide in the 
neighbourhood, fo that they might fend their children 

to him, to affift in their education, or attend to them 

when they were unable to have them with themfelves. 
But occafional employments not fufficiently occupying 
the time or promoting the interefts of the tutor, and 

the children of one family not forming a {ufficient 
fociety for an education preparatory to adtive life, 
feveral families agreeing in their common views, or in 
the general difpofition of their, children, might affo- 
ciate, and place the tutor.in a fituation to receive the 

pupils
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pupils. at- hours occupied at home, to accompany 

them in f{cientific or playful exeurfions, to. lead them 

into literature, and to prevent the interruption of their 

purfuits by the engagements of their parents. This 

is the {chool which alone I think juttifiable, while 
parents can attend to their children and are defirous of 
preferving their affections. 

Children fhould mix with ohildten ie fociety of 
grown people alone cannot furnith a child with the 
numerous advantages of mutual or fimilar exertions, 
and the rapid interchange of ideas-or offices is not 

perfeétly comprehenfible by the parties. But it is faid 

that children mutually contend with, exafperate, or 
corrupt each other. I fufpect the opinion to be erro- 
neous refpecting early difpofitions and manners, I 

have obferved them attentively, and do not recolleé&t 

any thing like a vicious child, in the period to which 
thefe le@tures are confined. Little humours, caprices, 

or perverfities, are obfervable, but, far from being in- 

jurious, they might be improved into means of infor- 

mation or advantage. It is by the obliquities of the 

mind, as by the diforders of the body, we arrive at — 

the knowledge of its conftitution. It is by things ec- 

centric, irregular, and wrong in manners, we diftin- 

guifh the principles of morals. Children fhould be 
accuftomed to. the deviations of children, as intro- 

ductory to an acquaintance with human manners, 

which would otherwife be unintelligible or pernicious. - 

I have obferved, that brothers educated in public 

fchools have ftronger and Better affections for each 
other, than children who have undergone the cuftom- 

ary difcipline of education in private families, The 
Bg one
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ene creates a generous emulation, the other a malig- 

nant competition. The attachment of brothers in a - 

Jarge fchool is owing to fympathy; and ts fimilar to 

| the affection of travellers who have participated the — 

diftrefs and apprehenfions of a perilous journey. In 
private families, every thing being diftributed by the 

power of the parents becomes a fait: of competi © 
tion. Food is not only the gratification of hunger, 

but the reward of attention, and the motive to know- 

‘ Jedge. Company and folitude, light and darknefs, 

heat and cold, all fources of pleafure and pain, and all 

defires occafioned by them, are blended into an emu- 

lation, which mutt alienate the children and generate 

the moft malignant emotions of the heart. All parents, 

in my knowledge, give verbal leffons of brotherly and 

fifterly love; I know but few who cultivate this affec- 

tion and direét it to ne its ules. 

  

XXX. 
A ட education may be formed on the very 

beft plan, may be conducted by the wifeft rules, and 

yet, im many points, it may fall fhort of what may be 

"effected by domeftic inftruction. The one cannot, 

in the ature of things, be fo elaborate as the other: 

*“ befides, what tutorage can equal that which proceeds 
from the attentive zeal of an enlightened parent? 
What affection lefs warm and intenfe will preferibe 

and follow fuch rules of felf-dental, as are necefiary te 

preferve the pupil from receiving any impreffion 

which may be mifchievous to his future innocence and 
peace? When the object is viewed in this light, it 
would be folly to give up the privilege of forming 

our
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our offspring according to the brighteft model of vir- 

tue which our imagination can conceive. Indeed fo 

forcibly and fo important appears in my eyes this laft-« 

urged reafon for the preference of domeftic educa- 

tion, that to thofe epulent idlers, who have neither the 

capacity nor the inclination to fulfil in their own per- 

‘fons this moft important of the parental duties, and 
who confign their children over to the care of {chool- 

mafters, I would récemmend to them to be very~ 
liberal of their treafures to thofe. enlightened perfons 

who are every way qualified for the education of) 

youth, and to infift on the limiting their pupils to a 

fmall number; for though the languages may be very — 

well taught ‘in large {chools, yet the morals muff 

neceflarily be rotally neglected, 

  

| XXXH, 
At fchools boys become gluttons and flovens, and, 

inftead of cultivating domeftic affections, very early 

ruth into libertinifm, which deftroys the confticution 

before it is formed ; hardening the heart as it weakens 

the underftanding, Another objeGtion to boarding- 

{chools is the unfettled ftate of mind which the ex- 

pectation of the vacations produces. On thefe the 

children’s thoughts are fixed with eager anticipating 

hopes for at leaft, to peak with moderation, half of 

the time, and when they arrive, they are fpent i in total 

diffipation and beaftly indulgence. _ 

But on the contrary, when they are brought up at 

home, they acquire too high an opinion of their own 

importance, from being allowed to tyrannize over fer- 

vants, and frem the anxiety expreffed by molt mothers 

E 3 on
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on the fcore of manners, who, eager to teach the ac- 

complifhments of a gentleman, ftifle in their birth the 
‘virtues ofa man. Thus brought into company when 
they ought to be ferioufly employed, and treated like 

men when they are {till boys, பர become vain and 

effeminate, 
. The only way to avoid thefe two extremes, equally 

injurious to morality, would be fome way of com-— 

bining a public and private education. This might be 
done by eltablithing proper day-fchools. Thus by 
their fleeping at home they will learn to love home; 

yet to make. private affections fupport, inftead’ of 

fmothering, public affections, they fhould be fent to 
{chool to mix with a number of equals, for only by 

the joftlings of equality can we form a juft opinion of 
ourfelves. 

2262017111... - 
It is; perhaps, impoffible for the young to be con- 

duéted without introducing in many cafes the tyranny 
of implicit obedience. ‘ Go there, do that, read, 

“< write, lie down,” will, perhaps, for ever be the 
language addrefled to youth by age. In private educa- 

tion there is a danger that this fuperintendence fhould 

‘extend to too many particulars, «The anxiety of indi- 
vidual affection watches the boy too narrowly, con- 

trouls-him too much, renders him too poor a flave. 
In public education there is a comparative liberty. 
The boy knows how much of his time is fubjeéted to 
his. tafk-mafter and howemuch is facredly his own. 

_-The confequences of thefe two, modes’ of education 

are ufually eminently confpicuous when the fcholar 1. 
grown  
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grown up into man. ‘The pupil of private edueation 

is commonly either awkward and filent, or pert, pre- 
fumptuous, ‘and pedantical. In either cafe he is out 

of his element, embarrafled with himfelf, and chiefly 
anxious about how he fhall appear. On the contrary, 

thé pupil of public education ufually knows himéfelf, 

and refts upon his proper center. He is eafy and 
frank, neither eager to fhow himfelf, nor afraid of - 

being obferved. His fpirits are gay and uniform. 
His imagination is playful and his limbs are ative. 
Not engroffed by a continual attention to himfelf, his 
generofity is ever ready to break out; he is eager to 

fly to the affiftance of others, and intrepid and bold in 
the face of danger. He has been ufed to contend 

only upon a ரட்ட of equality ; or to endure fuffering 

with equanimity and courage. His fpirit, therefore, 
is unbroken ; while the man who has been privately 

educated too often continues, for the remainder of his | 

life, timid, incapable of a ready felf-poffeffion, and 

ever prone to prognofticate ill of the contentions in 

which he may be unavoidably engaged. 
We fhall, perhaps, perceive a ftill further advantage 

in public education, if we reflect that the fcene which 

is to prepare us for the world, fhould have fome 

refemblance to the world. It is defirable that we 

fhould be brought in early life to experience human 

events, to fuffer human adverfities, and to obferve 

human paffions, To practife upon a fmaller theatre 

the bufinefs of the world mutt be one of the moft de- 

firable fources of inftruction and improvement. 

Morals cannot be effectually taught but where the 

topics and occafions of moral conduét offer them- 

E 4. தட க றன்‌ பப:
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felves, A falfe tendernefs for their children fome~. 
times induces parents to wifh to keep them wholly 

~ unacquainted with the vices, the irregularities, and in- 

juftice of their fpecies. They are introduced to 
_ temptation unprepared, juft in that tumultuous feafon 

of human life when temptation has the greateft power. 
They find men treacherous, deceitful, and felfith ; 

-they find the moft deftru€ive and hateful purpofes 
every where purfued ; while their minds, unwarned of 

the truth, expect univerfal honefty. They come into 
the world as ignorant of every thing it contains, as un- 
inftruéted in the fcenes they have to encounter, as if 

they had paffed their early years in a defert ifland, 
Surely the advantages we poffefs for a gradual initia- 
tion of our youth in the economy of human life 

ought not to be neglected. Surely we ought to anti-__ 

cipate and break the fhock, which might otherwife 

perfuade them that the leffons of education are an 
antiquated legend, and the practices of the fenfual and 

corrupt the only practices proper to men. 

  

XL. 
The difficulty of meeting with perfons properly. 

qualified to be the preceptors and guides of the un- 
corrupted minds of youth is allowed to be great, and 
fuggefts the advantages which might arife from the 

_eftablifhment of inftitutions for the exprefs purpofe of 
educating young women of {mall expeétations for the 
office. Thefe inftitutions fhould be fufficiently -en- 

dowed to provide mafters iw every ufeful {cience, to 

furnifh,a well- -chofen library, globes and other {uitable 

apparatus for inftruction, and after a certain number of 
a years
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years women only fhould be nominated to the charge 

of inftruétion. The effect of fuch feminaries would 
be a conftant fucceffion of female teachers properly 

_ prepared for their deftination. 
After every argument has been urged in- Grout of 

domeftic inftruétion for females, it muft be acknow- 

jedged that there are many circumftances which render: 

the adoption of it improper; fuch as want of health, 
temper, or abilities, avocations that cannot be difpenfed 

with, a hufband’s difapprobation, and various other 

particulars of fituation, which completely exonerate a 

mother from the undertaking: it is contended only 

that where it is practicable it is always defirable, and 

that in proportion as the cuftom prevails female diffi- 

pation will decline. 

It is a very erroneous mifapplication of time for a 

woman, who fills the honourable and refponfible cha- 

raéter of a parent, to wafte her days in the frivolous 

employment of needle-work or the executive minutiae 

of domeftic affairs; for which fublticutes of equal 
ability may be fo eafily provided, if fhe be capable of 

taking an active part in forming the minds of her 

children. Surely 1 it would be a more profitable dif- 

pofal of time and money to appoint a houfe-keeper to 

perform thefe concerns of inferior importance, and to 

difcharge in perfon the tender and effential office.of a 

governefs; at leaft as far as refpects principles, reli- 

gion, morals, and the cultivation of the heart. But 

let not any mother prefume to engage in this facred 

and delightful tafk, without firft inquiring of herfelf, 

whether fhe is able to renounce foreign pleafures, 

whether fhe can reftrain herfelf from diffipated indul- 
gence,
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gence authorized by cuftom for thofe in. affluent 

circumftances, whether fhe has courage and perfe- 

verance to rife early and watch late, to devote. her 

whole time and undivided attention to this one great 
object,’ and finally, whether fhe can rely upon herfelf 
to fet fuch an example of {elf-government as fhall 
illuftrate her own precepts in the moft ல. 

manner. : 
_ Sele& day-fchools டவ்‌ a generally inftituted for 
the accommodation of thofe who are obliged to fend 

their children to fchool, and do not choofe to fend 

them to boarding-{chools. _Day-fchools preferved 

from an improper mixture of children are preferable 

in many refpects, to boarding-fchools, as they afford 

opportunities for maternal inftruction, in the intervals 

between the hours of attendance, to thofe parents who 

are prevented from taking the entire charge of the 

‘education of their daughters, either by domeftic avo- 

«ations or the rearing a fucceffion of younger children, 

and are obliged to have recourfe to a {chool for their 

learning, yet can fpare a little leifure, without detri- 

ment to their families, to the improvement of their. 

minds in thofe things ‘which cannot be fo effectually 

impreffed by general precepts delivered. to numbers, | 

as in the retirement of familiar converfation. Op- 

portunities of conveying much ufeful knowledge, 

which can only be acquired in a private family, may 

frequently occur to a mother watchful of every occa- 

fion of fuggefting inftru€tion. Domeftic economy, 
tender offices to the fick, phe management of infants, 
and other pecupation: of a | fimilar nature, may furnifh 

-amufement
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amufement as well as inftruction to girls above ten 

years of age cans their hours of recreation. © 

  

11. ்‌ 

Perhaps it may be afked, whether we are friends 

to public or private education. Every. well-informed 

parentand every liberal fchoolmafter muft be fenfible, 

that there are many circumftances in the management 

_of public education which might be condemned. with 

reafon. But how are vaft numbers who are occupied 

themfelves in public or profeffional purfuits, how are 

men in bufinefs or in trade, artifts or manufacturers, 

to educate their families, when they have no time to , 

attend to them; when they may not think themfelves 

prepared to undertake the claffical inftruction and 

entire education of feveral boys's ; and when, perhaps, 

they may not be in cireumftances to engage the affift- 

ance of fuch a preceptor as they could approve? It 

is obvious, that if in fuch fituations parents were to 

attempt to educate their children at home, they would 

harafs themfelves, and probably fpoil their pupils irre- 

coverably.’ It would, therefore, be in every refpect 

impolitic and cruel to difguft thofe with public {chools, 

who have'no other refource for the education of their 

families. There is another reafon which has perhaps 

operated upon many in the middie ranks of life, unper- 

ceived, and which determines them in favour of 

public education. Perfons of narrow fortune, or per- 

fons who have acquired wealth in bufinefs, are often — 

defirous of breeding up Atlreir fons to the liberal pro- 

fefions; and they are confcious that the company, the ~ 

Tanguage, and the ftyle of life, which their children 

would
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would be accuitomed to at home, are beneath what 

would be fuited to their future profeffions, Public 

_{chools efface this rufticity, and correét the faults of 5 

provincial diale&t: in this point of view they are 

highly advantageous. We ftrongly recommend it to 
fuch parents to fend their children to large public 
{chools, to Rugby, Eton, or Weltmintter; not to any 

fmall {choo!, much lefs to one in their own neighbour- 

hood. Small {chools are apt to be filled with perfons 
of nearly the fame ftations, and out of the fame neigh- 

bourhood ; from this circumftance they contribute ta 

perpetuate uncouth antiquated idioms, and many of 

thofe obfcure prejudices which cloud the intellect in 

the future bufinefs of life, i 

But whilft we admit the neceffity which compels 

the largeft portion of fociety to prefer public femi- 
naries of education, it is incumbent upon us ta caution 

parents from expecting that the moral character, the 

underftandings, or the tempers of their children 

fhould be improved at large fchools. We will en- 
deavour to point out fome practical means of im- 
proving public infticutions by parental care and pas - 
rental co-operation. But unul fuch a meliorating plan 

ihall a¢tually have been carried into effect, we cannot 

hefitate to affert, that even when the abilities of the 

. parent are inferior to thofe of the public preceptor, 

the means of enfuring fuccefs preponderate in favour 

of private education. | 
Tt is not ufual to fend boys to 16௦௦] before they : 

are eight or nine years old ; and if children have been — 
well managed at home, they will be prepared forthe 
acquifition of all the knowledge’ ufually taught at 

~ {chools;
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{chools, and may be perfectly free from many of ‘the 

faults that pupils fometimes have acquired before they 
are fent to any public feminary. 

What a young man is at twenty depends upon what 

he was at fchool, and what he is at fchool depends 

upon what he was before he went to fchool. In his 
father’s houfe the firft important leffons, thofe which 

' decide his future abilities and charaéter, mutt be 
learned. Suppofe parents educated their children well 
for the firft eight or nine years of their lives, and then 

fent them to publie feminaries, what a difference muft 

this make in public education: the tutors would find , 

that there was nothing to be unlearned, no habits of — 

 idlenefs to conquer, no perverfe flupidity to provoke 

them; they would have learned the firft neceflary 

moral principles and habits, and confequently would 

all be fit companions for each other. 

We particularly recommend it zo parents who intend - 

to fend their children to Jcbool, early to give them con- 

fidence-in themfelves by fecuring the rudiments of 

literary education; otherwife their pupils, with a real 

fuperiority of underftanding, may feel deprefied, and 

may perhaps be defpifed when they mix at a public 

fchool with numbers who will eftimate their abilities 

merely by their proficiency in particular ftudies. 

Befides beftowing fome attention upon early eduea- 

tion, parents who fend their children to {chool may 

much affift the public preceptor by judicious conduct 

towards their children during that portion of the 

year which is ufually fpent at home. Miftaken pa- 

rental fondnefs delights to make the period which. 

children fpend at home as ftriking a contraft as poffi- 
ble  
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ble with that which they pafs at {chool. The holidays 

_ are made a jubilee. Even if parents do not with to. 
reprefent-a {chool-mafter as a tyrant, they are by no 
means difpleafed to obferve that he is not the friend 
or favourite of their children. They put themfelves in 
mean competition with him for their affection, inftead 

‘of co-operating with him in all his views to their 

advantage. .How is it poffible that any mafter can 

long retain the with or the hope of fucceeding in any 

plan of education, if-he perceives that his pupils are’ 

but partially under his government, and. if his in- 

fluence over their minds be counteraéted from time to 

time by the fuperior influence of their parents? an 

influence which he mutt not with to deftroy. To him 

is left the power to punifh it is true, but parents re- 

ferve to themfelves to reward. 

And what are thefe holiday-delights? And in what 
confift parental rewards? In diffipation and idlenefs! 
With thefe are confequently affociated the idea of 
happinefs and the name of pleafure ; the name is often 
fuficient without the reality. During the vacation 
children have a glimpfe of what is called the world, 
and then are fent back to prifon with heads full of 
vifions of liberty, and with a fecond fight of the 
bleffed lives which they are to lead when they have 
left {chool for ever. What man of fenfe, who has 
{tudied the human mind, would undertake any thing 
more than the partial inftru€lion of pupils, whofe 
leading affociations and habits muft. be perpetually. 
broken? When the work of Achool is undone during 
the holidays, what hand could have patience. per> 
petually to repair the web ? 

During
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During the vacations fpent at home children may 
be made extremely happy in the fociety and affection — 
of their friends, but they need not bé taught that 

idlenefs is pleafure: on the contrary, occupation 

fhould by all poffible methods be rendered agreeable 

to them; their f{chool acquifitions, their knowledge, 

and tafte fhould be drawn out in converfation, and 

they fhould be made to feel the value of what they: 

have been taught: by. thefe means there would be 

fome connexion, fome unity of defign, preferved in 

their education, big ; 

Parents fhould not excite foolifh wifhes in the 

minds of their children, which are to be gratified at. 

certain periods of their exiftence, or tell them that 
they fhall have fuch and fuch indulgences when they 

leave fchool. Thefe juvenile anticipations diminifh 
the real happinefs of life; thofe who are in continual 

expectation never enjoy the prefent ; the habit of ex- 

pectation is dangerous to the mind, it fufpends all in- 
duftry, alk voluntary exertion. Young men, who early 

acquire this habit, find exiftence infipid to them with- 
out the immediate ftimuli of hope and fear; no 

matter what the object is, they muft have fomething to 

fich for ; a curricle, a cockade, or an opera-dancer. 

Never let the moment in which a young man quits a 

feminary of education be reprefented as a moment in 
which all inftruétion, labour, and reftraints ceafe. 

The idea, that he muft reftrain and inftruct himfelf, 

and that he muft complete his own education, fhould 

be excited in a young man’s mind; nor thould he be 
fuffered: to imagine that his education is finifhed, 

becaufe he has attained to fome given age. 
‘he
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XLII. 
The moral nurture of a tall datighter can nd more 

be adminiftered by a mother whofe time is abforbed 

by crowds abroad, than the phyfical nurture of her 

infant offspring can-be fupplied by her in a perpetual 
abfence from home. And is not that a prepofterous 

affection, which leads a mother to devote a few 

months to the inferior duty of furnifhing aliment to the 

animal life, and then to defert her poft when the more 
important moral and intelle@tual cravings require fuf- 

tenance? This gteat object is not to tie effected with 

the fhreds and parings rounded off from the circle of a 
ee life ; but, in order to its adequate execution, 

the mother fhould carry it on in the fame {pirit and 

perfeverance at home, which the father thinks it 
neceffary to be exerting abroad in his public duty or 
profeffional engagements. 

10 has paffed into an aphorifm, that a@tivity is 
neceflary to virtue, even among thofe who are not ~ 
apprized that it is alfo indifpenfable to happinefS. So 
far are many parents from being fenfible of this truth, 

" that vacations from fchool are not merely allowed, but 
appoint. to pafs away in wearifome fauntering and 
indeterminate idlenefs; and this .by way of con- 
verting the holidays into pleafure. Nay the idlenefs — 
is fpecifically made over to the child’s mind, as the 
ftrongeft expreffion of the fondnefs of the parent, A 
diflike to learning is thus fyftematically excited by pre- 
pofteroufly ereéting indolence into a reward for appli- 
cation, and the promife of doing nothing is held out. as 
the pal recompenfe for having done well, 

hen



Public and private Education, Schools, €e. 6 5 

When children’ are at home for the holidays every 

delicacy is forced upon them with the tempting te- 
mark, ‘ that they cannot have this or that dainty ar - 

felfool;” and they are indulged in irregular hours 

for the fame motive; thus the feeds of idlenefs, fen- 

fuality, and floth, are at once cherifhed, by converting 

the periodical vifit at home into a feafon of intem- 

perance, late hours, and exemption from ftudy; fo 
that children are habituated, at an age when laiting 

affociations are formed in the mind, to conneét the 

idea of ftudy with that of hardfhip, of happinefs with 

gluttony, and of pleafure with loitering, feafting and 

fleeping. Would it not be better to make them com- 
bine the delightful idea of home with the gratification 

ef the focial affections, the fondnels of maternal love, 

the kindnefS, and warmth, and confidence, of the {weet 

domeftic affections? - 
I will venture to. fay that thofe liftlefs and vacant 

days, when the thoughts have no precife object, when 
the imagination has moti to fhape, when induftry 
has no definite purfuit, when the mind and the body 

have no exercife, and the ingenuity no acquifition to 

anticipate and enjoy, are the longeft, the dulleft, and 

the leaft happy which children of fpirit and genius 
ever pafs. Yes; itis a few fhort but keen and lively _ 

intervals of animated pleafure, fnatched from between 

the fucceffive labours and duties of a bufy day, looked 

forward to with hope, -enjoyed with tafte, and recol- 

leted without remorfe, which both to men and to 

children yield the trueft portions of enjoyment. O 

{natch your offspring, from adding to the number of 
thofe objects of fupreme commiferation, who feek 
ஙா... நி : their 

ci ர்‌
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their happinefs in doing nothing. — Life is but a hore 

day; but it is a working day. Activity may lead to 

MES; but inactivity cannot be led to good. 

~ 

  

ETE: 

_ The advantages of private education for boys, both _ 
with regard to health, morals, the cultivation of the 
mind, and the benefit to be derived from the fociety 

of the female fex, appear to me unqueftionable ; but 

unfortunately private education was more practicable 
among the Greeks than among us, becaufe the cares 

and occupations, which engage all ranks except the 

higheft in modern communities, devolved in Greece — 

on freed-men and flaves. The feparation of male and 
female focieties, the only reproach to their funda-~ 

mental cuftoms, feems rather favourable to their plan 

of education, The mothers, excluded from occafions 

of competition in mixed affemblies, were principally 

devoted to education. The children were therefore 

delivered to their fathers at the proper period in & 

ftate very different from that of the pupils of modern 

nurferies. Thofe fathers, unincumbered with bufinefs, 

unacquainted with the intricate finefle of modern polite- 

nefs, had time at their difpofal, which they devoted to 

the inftrudtion of their children. ்‌ 

But if unavoidable circumftances make it neceffiry” 

that a child fhould be fent to {choo}. parents fhould be 

particular not only in the choice of the mafter of the 

{chool, but alfo af the fehofars. Thefe Should not be 

numerous; for it is not in the nature of things that 

one man can pay a juit attention to the particular - 
defects
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defeéts of many individuals. There fhould not be 
any great difparity in the ages of the {cholars, for this 

is one of the chief caufes of early immorality among 

boys. At all events parents muft frequently examine 
their children themfelves to fee whether their matters. 

‘perform their duty, for they may reft affured that 

every man will apply with greater care and diligence 

when he knows that he fk give an account of what 

he does. 

  

201717, 

* The prevailing cuftom at {chools of placing two 
and fometimes even three children in ove bed, 15 fub- 

jeét to many and ftrong obje@ions, both in a moral 
and phyfical point of view. ‘This inconvenience, to» 

gether with the danger attending fo indelicate a prac- 

tice, fhould induce every reflecting parent to procure 

for his child a feparate couch, be it ever fo fimple, 

rather than furnifh him with additional articles of drefs 

and other luxuries.” __ Dr. Wilkeb’s LeBure 

  

117117. 

' Children educated at boarding-fchool are generally 
fuffered to pafs one-fixth of the year in idlenefs, be- 

caufe their parents will not inftruct. them. during the 

vacations, left they fhould do more harm than good 
by purluing a different method from that adopted at 

{chool. In this they are perhaps right with regard to 

Janguages and writing, but I do not think the fame 

objection holds good in other branches of education. . 
of 2 Boys
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Boys who learn French of a foreigner feldom tranf. 

late French into Englifh at fchool. They fhould 

therefore be exercifed in it at home, and required to 

tranflate a certain portion daily, which may be cor- 

reéted by their father or mother with the affiftance of 

an Eneglith tranflation of the fame work, even thould 

they not underftand French themfelves. Thofe who 

do not learn French may in the fame manner (காம்‌. 

late Latin into Englith. ~ 

Boys at {choo! know little or nothing of டட. ; 

on which account they fhould be improved in this ட்‌ 

“ufeful ftudy during the 3808101005, இரு 06 மரா ' 

teach a child geography if poffeffed of a fet of maps 

and a geographical grammar. The fcholar fhould 

learn by heart the names of the provinces, chief cities, 

towns, and rivers of the different countries of Europe, 

and be taught to find them out in the maps. When 

he is tolerably perfect, the names of the places fhould 

be called over, and he fhould be required to fay in what 

kingdom or province they are fituated, and to point to 

them with a long ftick, without being near enough to 
fee the words. He may afterwards learn the geo- | 
graphy of the other quarters of the globe in the fame 

manner. The common way of teaching ceopraphy 

by queftion and anfwer is not only very fatiguing to 

the pupil, but is alfo very uninterefting and can make 
no impreffion on his mind. Inftead of being fatisfied 
with fuch trifling epitomes as are ufually employed, 

put into your pupil’s hands a full defcription of each 

country, fuch as Guthrie’s geographical grammar, 

_ which he may read through in one chiiftmas and one 

midfummer vacation, by only reading ten pages aday, ' 
ம்‌ provided |
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provided he ‘omit the hiftorical part. When he has _ 
gone twice through this book he fhould be fupplied 
with fome well-written voyages and ae and find 
out the places in the map. 

Boys fhould alfo be daily exercifed in fome eafy 

and entertaining arithmetical queftions. 

Thofe boys who learn drawing fhould undoubtedly 
be fet to copy piétures at home; that being the only 
fure way to judge of their improvement, as greater de- 
ception is ufed in teaching this art than in any thing 

—elfe they learn. Drawings are fo often touched up 
and half finithed by the mafter, that it is impoffible to 

Judge of the abilities of a child without abfolutely fee- 

ing him draw under you own eye in the abfence of 
the mafter * | 

Thus ae I pointed out in what manner parents 

may employ their fons during the vacations, and if 

the ftudies here recommended be properly attended to 

they will occupy between four and five hours a-day. 

Habits of induftry are more eafily laid afide than re- 

fumed; boys therefore fhould never be fuffered to 

pais a fingle day in idlenefs, but as foon as they come 

home for the holidays fhould have regular hours 

appointed both for bufinefs and play, by which they 

will enjoy a much higher flow of fpirits than thofe 

* In many fchools I underftand a perfon is conftantly employed 

to trace the cutlines and finifh the piftures for the fcholars. This 

fhould be carefully inquired into by parents, who ought to forbid 

fuch a practice, fince it muft neceflarily teach the children deceit, 

and prevents their ever being ableto draw without a mafter. Hence 

fo many young ladies entirely neglect this delightful amufement 

when they leave {chool. ° 

Ege who
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who are fuffered to faunter away their time பட்டத்‌ 

any fpecific object of purfuit. 
Boys at {choo] fhould be fupplied aah books to 

"read in their Icifure hours: J do not mean to recom~ 

mend mere epitomes or ftory-books (“ which are the 

novels of youth *”), but Jong fubftantial works : and 

by thus having their attention fixed on oné particular 

fubjeét during feveral weeks they will retain what 

they read much better, than when they only devour a 

number of trifling publications, each of which treats 

perhaps of twenty different fubjects. Voyages and 

travels, biography and natural hiftory, are the ficteft 

books for children from ten to fifteen years old. Ie | 

would be very advantageous were boys required to 

write to their fitends every Sunday, and give them _ 

~ fome account of what they have read during the week. 

This would afford an excellent opportunity to judge 
of their improvement, provided the mafter did not 

correct their letters. 
Where a ftriking: difference appears in n the abilities 

of two brothers, it is perhaps better not to fend them 

to the fame {chool, particularly thould the younge/ 

have the fuperiority. 
Ir is now generally allowed that a private education 

is beft for girls, and where that cannot be obtained & 

good day-fchool is confidered the moft deGrable fab- 

ficute. In fome few cafes however parents may be 

be juftified in fending their dauchtenss to boarding- 

fchool, viz. 
rft, Where a child’s health renders it neceffary 6: 

her to live entirely out of town, and it is'not conve= : 

* Edgeworth. 
nient
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வீர for the whole family to be removed into the 
country. ee adie 

adly, Where a mother is not well enough to have 
her children conttantly with her during the nae they 

- are at home from day -{chool. 

 3dly, Where any member of the family is in fo bad 
a ftate of health that the children cannot be properly 
attended to, or fuffered to be as lively and cheerful as 

is defirable for all young perfons, 

athly, Where a fathers line of bufinefs renders it” 

improper for the aughters to live at home. 

5thly, Where either parent is habitually guilty of 
forse great immorality, fuch as drunkennefs, indelicate 

er prophane ட... violent paffion, or continual 

ill-humour. - 
6thly, Where the father is a widower, and it does - 

not fuic him to have a private governefs for his 
daughters, 

In thefe cafes girls had better be fent from home, 

provided due attention be paid to the choice of a 

fchool. 
The lower orders of tradefmen fhould fend their, 

daughters to fome fchool where the fafhionable ac- 

complifhments are not taught, but where they may 

_ learn reading, writing, arithmetic, ‘Zo0k-keeping, and 

needlework in all its branches, which will fic them for 

ferving in their father’s fhop, or for affifting their huf- 

bands in bufinefS fhould they marry. French, mutfic, 

and dancing are by no means defirable for girls in this 

clafs, unlefs they be intended for governefies or teachers, 

If chey merely learn them by way of amufement they 

will probably be led to neglect the duties of their 

Fi4 : {tation
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ftation and defpife their parents and (2 4 cccomplied 
‘companions. 

Parents even in ee ies fhould not make too 

great a point of their daughters being inftruéted in the 

polite arts, as young ladies can make but little progrefs 

either in mufic, French, or drawing, during the fhort 
leffons they receive at fchool. In fixing on a fchool 

then for their‘'daughters they fhould only infift on the 

ereateft attention being paid to their morals, health, 

and temper, and on their being completely inftructed 

in reading, writing, dancing, and needle and fancy 

works, all of which are perhaps better taught at 
{chool than at home. When the young ladies leave 

{chool, they may take private leffons in mufic, French, 

r drawing, whichever they difcover the moft tafte 

for, and they will generally improve more by. one 
year’s infiruction at home than by learning feveral. 

years at fchool, Befides it is particularly defirable 

that they fhould not imagine their education is 
finiihed becaufe they have quitted. {chool, fince this 

fudden tranfition from conftant employment to com- 

parative idlenefs frequently produces ennui and a 

whole train of nervous diforders. Parents fhould 

therefore contrive that their dauchters may pals a 

certain part of each day in fome regular employment, ee 

fuch as taking leffons of a mafter, as alfo in attending 

to domettic concerns, until they fee that they 0016. 

fufficient energy of mind and diligence to be fafely 

trufted with the entire difpolal of their own . 

Thefe remarks are equally applicable to young ladies 

educated at home, who fhould not be led to fi ppofe 

that they are to’be no longer ட the controul மீ. 

their - 
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_ their mother or governefs, becaufe they have attained 

a certain age, and the important and long-expedted’ 

epocha is arrived when they are ¢o come out, as it is _ 

termed, in the fafhronable world; or, in other words, 

“when they are to go forth and conquer ! 2 
Tt is perhaps needlefs to add, that girls brought up 

at fchool fhould be employed during the vacations in 

the fame manner as above recommended for boys. . 

Thofe mothers, who object to a private * governefs 

and prefer having their daughters entirely under their 

own care, would fave themfelves much time and 

trouble were they to engage {ome well-behaved young 

“* One of the principal objeGtions to private governeffes is the 

difficulty of learning their true charatters previcufly to their being 

intrufted with the care of the children. Hence their pupils may 

imbibe many dangerous opinions and prejudices from their conver- 

‘ation unpereeived or unknown by the parents. 

_ Indeed it has been obfe rved that in this refpeét a good {choolisfome- 

times preferable to private tuition, fince in the former the children 

fee fo great a variety of characters and hear fo many different 

opinions that they are led to think and judge for themlelves, 

whereas by being conflantly with a private governefs they will 

often implicitly adopt her fentiments without confidering whether 

they are right or wrong ர x 

‘To obviate thefe objeftions, parents fhould be more particular in 

their inquiries into the moral charaéter of a governefs, than into 

her abilities and accomplifhments. Mothers fhould alfo fit in the 

teaching-room when not otherwife engaged, and have the children 

as much as poffible with themfelves, the governefs not being pre- 

fent, in order to difcover by their converfation, when free from 

reftraint, whether they may have acquired any falfe or improper 

ideas. But this perhaps is begging the queition and taking it for 

granted that all parents are fit tobe intrufted with the management 

of their ‘children, which unfortunately; is very far from being 

always the cafe. : ்‌ 
_ perfon,
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perfon, who has been carefully brought up, to..come 
for a few hours. every day to teach their children. 

needlework and other inferior branches of education, 
and occafionally fuperintend them during the abfence 
of their parents. Were this plan commonly adopted it 
would afford an excellent employment for many young 

» women, who might be glad to increafe their pocket- 
ட்‌ though not obliged to earn their bread, and be 
a great affiftance to hale ladies who educste their 
டக at home. 

CHAPEER XV. 

On the Duties of the Female Sea, and on the ர்‌ 
. of Girls. 

11, 
I musr. tell you that no re/peé# is lafting but that 

which is produced by our being in tome degree ufe- 
ful to thofe who pay it. Where that faileth, - the 
homage and the reverence go along with it, and Ay to 
"others where fomething may be expected in exchange 

for them. And upon this principle the refpeffs even — 
of the ehildren and the fervants will not flay with one 
that doth not think them worth their care, and the o/d 
boufekceper fhall make a better figure in the family — 

than the /ady with all her fine clothes, if the wilfully 

relinguifhes her title to the government. Therefore 
take heed of carrying your good-creeding to fuch a 
height, as to be good for nothing, and to be proud of 

it.  
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- Some think ic has a great air to be sabove 
ene their thoughts with fuch ordinary things as 

» their boufe and family ; others dare not admit cares for 

fear they fhould haften wrimkles. Miftaken pride 

maketh fome think they muft keep themfelves up, 

and not defcend to thofe duties which do not feem 
enough refined for great /adies to be employed in; 
forgetting all this while that it is more than the 
greateft princes can do, at once to preferve refpect and 

to neglect their bufinefs. No age ever erected altars 

to infignificant gods; they had all fome quality applied 

to them to draw wor/bip from mankind: this maketh ° 

it the more unreafonable for a /ady to expect to be 
confidered, and at the fame time refolve not to deferve 

it. Good looks alone will not do, they are not fuch a 

lafting tenure as to be relied upon, and if they fhould 

ftay longer than they ufually do, it will by no means 

be fafe to depend upon them. 

  

V. 
The extreme ignorance of the generality of young 

women is the chief caufe of their being troubled with 

nervous diforders, and of their not knowing how to 
employ themfelves innocently. When they are brought 

up without folid information, they cannot be expected 
to have any inclination or tafte for ftudy. Every © 

thing ferious appears dull, every thing that requires at- 

tention fatigues them. _The thirft after pleafure fo 

natural to youth and the ‘example of perfons of their 

own age who are plunged in diffipation contribute to 
make them dread a quiet domeftic life. In early 

youth their want of experience renders them unfit to 

tg om direct
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dire& in their father’s foils and they are not ‘even 

aware of the neceffity of acquiring this kind of know- 
ledge, unlefs their mothers have taken particular care 
to call their attention to it. In high life young 

women are not obliged to devote their time to plain- 

work, and they fpend fome hours a day at their needle, 

; merely becaufe they are told, without knowing why, 

(that it is right for women to work: but very often 

their work is mere fhow, and they feldom apply to it 

with much diligence. What then isto be done? For 

want of {olid information their time muft be occupied 
with trifles: for want of employment a young woman 
becomes indolent, nervous, and low-fpirited: the ac- 

cuftoms herfelf to fleep longer than 19 neceffary to 
health; and this long fleep weakens her and renders - 
her fubje& to frequent indifpofitions ; whereas by mo- 
derate fleep and regular exercife we become lively; 
ftrong, and active; qualities” highly béneficial to 
health, not to mention the mental advantages they 
procure. 

This indolent indulgence joined to extreme ig- 
horance produces a pernicious tafte for fhows and 
public amufements, and excites a dangerous and infa- 
tiable curiofity. Well-informed women occupied by 
ferious ftudies generally poffefs but a moderate de- 
gree of curiofity. What they already know leads them 
to defpife many things of which they are ignorant, and 
they 186 the infignificance and folly of moft of thofe 
purfuits, for which little minds, that know nothing and 
have nothing to do, are fo eager. On the contrary, 
young women who are ignorant and thoughtlefs always 
pofiefs a difordered imagination.’ - For want of folid 

: food
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~ food their curiofity is directed to vain and dangerous 

objects. Thofe who have been flatter ed for their. wit 

and underftanding often fet themfelves up for learned 

ladies, and read fugh books as are moft likely to feed 

their-vanity. They are paffionately fond of novels 
and plays, and by being aecuftomed to the fenti- 

mental language of the heroes of romance, grow 

romantic we unfit for the world. Let us then con- - 
~ fider what thofe things are in which all women fhould - 

be inftruéted, and what fhould be their employments. 
-Intrufted with the education of their children, of their 

fons till they go to fchool, and of their daughters till 
they marry, obliged to attend to the morals and be- 
haviour of their fervants, to the different articles of 

~-expenfe, to the beft method of regulating their do- 

meftic concerns with economy and refpectability, fre- 

- quently even to grant leafes and receive rents, the 

knowledge of women, like that of men, fhould be 

confined to objééts connected with their duties, and 

the different nature of their occupations fhould make 

a difference in their ftudies. Can we doubt what are 
the peculiar duties of women, when we fee that the 

care of the family generally falls to their lot even 
during the life of the hufband who is otherwife em- 

ployed, and that it belongs a to poe when 
they become widows. 

‘1 fhall not here point out what women ought to 
learn to qualify them for educating their children, as 
the hints I have already given will fully explain what 

kind of information is mdft important. 
Young women, and particularly thofe brought up in” 

juxury and indolence, are too apt to confider attention 
ல்‌
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to domeftic concerns betreath their notice and fit only 
for the wives of tradefmen and farmers, or for 
-ftewards and houfekeepers. They make no diftinc-. 

tidn between a rural life and the favages of Canada 
if you talk to them of the price of corn, of the culti= — 
vation of the earth, of the produce of different eftates, 

of the raifing of rents, of the rights of lords of 
manors, of the beft manner of managing farms and of 

appointing ftewards, they will think you with to des | 

grade them ; and yet it requires a ftronger underftand- 

ing to learn thefe things and to manage a family . 
(which is a fmall republic) than to play at cards, talk 

of fafhions, and enter into all the refinements of polite 

converfation. ்‌ ல 

Women fhould from ளா ear be accuftomed 

to’have the dire€tion of fome department in their 

father’s houfe ; they fhould keep the accounts, learn to 

purchafe the various articles ufed in houfekeeping, 

and know how each may be employed to moft ad- 

vantage : meanwhile care muft be taken that economy 

degenerate not into avarice; explain the foily of this 
paffion, remind them that it increafes with age, that it~ 
is very diferaceful, and that a prudent woman fhould 

only endeavour by: a frugal and diligent life to avoid 

the fhame attached to prodigality and extravagance, 

It is neceflary to curtail all ufelefs expenfes in order 

to be more liberal in acts of benevolence, charity, — 

and friendfhip. Frequently that which colts moft at 

firft is ultimately cheapeft, ‘and it is a general good 

management, not a mean parfimony, that is truly 

profitable. Do not fail to reprefent the folly of thofe 
WORE, who ம fave a wax-candle while they 

fuffer
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fuffer themfelves to be hoses by, ஸ்ஸ்‌. ftewards in 
objects of importance. ~ ்‌ ட 

Teach your daughters to pay great attention to: 

neatnefs and regularity, and accuftem them not to” 

faffer any thing dirty or flatternly about their perfons 
or in their houfes. _ Tell them nothing contributes fo 

" much to economy a3 keeping every thing in its proper 

place: this rule, though apparently trifling, is highly 

‘ important, and fhould be firidtly obferved, When 
your daughters firft begin to attend to domeftic con- 

cerns, let them commit fome errours, as it is well to fa= 

. crifice fomething to improvement; point out what 
they fhould have done to avoid thefe inconveniences, - 

‘and teach them what you have yourtlelf learned by ex- 

perience. , Be not afraid to tell them of fimilar mif. 
takes you committed while young, for by thefe means 
you will infpire them with confidence in themfelves, 

without which they will never do any thing well. 

Young women fhould know fomething of the prin- 

cipal rules of jurifprudence: as for example the dif- 

ference between a will and a donation, the nature of 

entails and of co-heirfhips, the difference between 
public and private property, between real and perfonal 

eflates, and what forms they muft ufe to render their 
acts valid; for when they marry they will probably find . 
it needful co underftand thefe things. They thould 

~ alfo be taught the elements of the laws and cultoms of 

their country; but to prevent their meddling too 
. much with matters of bufinefs, or blindly giving them- 

felves up to. litistous advifers when they become 

widows or miftrcffes of their own fortunes, explain 

the tedioulnels, the clicancry, and the expenfe of law- 

fuits.:
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fuits. They fhould liften to the advice of thofe who 
have the management of their affairs, without im- 
plicitly fubmiting to be governed by them. : 

Young women of high birth who have large 

eftates fhould alfo be inftruéted in the duties of a 

lady of the manor, be told how to avoid the dif- _ 
honetty, illiberality, chicanery, and falfehood fo com- 

mon among tenants, and be informed of the beft 
method of eftablifhing manufactories, hofpitals, and 

{chools for the relief and inftruétion of the poor, with 

-many other things too numerous to mention. 

Befides this kind of information, which is of the 

chief importance, 1 think it is very defirable to per- 
mit your daughters, according to their leifure and abi- 

lities, to read fuch prophane books as are not calcu- 

lated to inflame the paffions; for this fort of reading 
will make them difeufted with plays and romances. 

Give them the Grecian and Roman hiftories, that 

they may be acquainted with the prodigies of courage 

and difintereftednefs there defcribed; do not let them 

be ignorant of the hiftory of their own country, or 

“that of neighbouring nations, to which may be added 

a well-written defcription of diftant countries; for 

this will enlarge their minds and infpire them with 

noble fentiments, provided it does not make them. 

vain and affected. 

I would alfo allow them (with great reftrictions) to 

read poetry dnd works of imagination, if I perceived _ 
they had a tafte for them, and that their judgment was 
fuficiently folid to ufe them rightly ; but I fhould be 

much afraid of inflaming their imagination, which is 

naturally too rong; and would therefore preferve an 
exact
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exat fobriety. throughout; avoiding every’ thing ‘that 
will teach them love, whichis the more dangerous: in 

proportion as itis foftened and concealed. 992 eos 

In the education of a young woman her sane the 

place where he: may probably pafs her life, and the 

duties and occupations the may purfue, fhould be con- 

fidered. Take care:not to raife her expectations above 

her rank and fortune, for many have paid'dearly ‘for. 

having afpired:too: high; and what! would’ otherwife 

have rendered them happy become difeufting through 

looking up, to a fuperior ftation of difes If a young 

-woman 1s deftined! to: live’ insthescountryjdifeét her 

attention» to the rural and:domeftic employments the 

-muft» purfue there ; do not fuffer her to beeome fond - 

‘of town ‘amufements, but point out the advantages of — 

a fimpleand a@tive life. If fhe is ‘placed in’ a என்த 

ftation'in the city, let her not affociate with ௭௪6.6 
longing to the court, as-fuch fociety will‘lead ‘her to 

affume affected and unbecoming airs; but keep her 

within her own {phere and: உ. her™ he management 

-of a citizen’s familyy': 2 ~ = 7s 

‘ roe € Pp? em Pode 

‘The health'of children - ச்‌] on the’ good ‘contti- 
tution of their ‘mothers; the early education of men 

depends upon the care‘of women; their morals, their 
paffions, their taftes,, their pleafures, their happinefs i it- 

felf depends on women ; , thus the education of women 

fhould- always have a reference to men. To pleafe 

them, to be ufeful to them, to make themfelves be- 

loved and honoured by them, to advife them, to con- 

fole them, to educate them while young, to take care 

“VOL. 17. G - of 
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‘of them when old, to render their lives agreeable; 

thefe are the duties of women in all times and in all 
places, and what they ought to learn from their in- 

- fancy. Whatever does not lead to the fulfilment of 
thefe duties takes them out of their proper fphere, 

and all the precepts they are taught which have not a 
reference to thefe will neither promote their own hap- 
pinefs nor that of men. ) 

But though all women wifh to pleafe the men, and 
though they all ought to with it, yet there is a great 
difference between the defire of pleafing a truly worthy 

and amiable man, and the with to be admired by thofe 
. coxcombs and puppies, who are a difgrace both to 

their own fex and to that whofe manners they endea- 
vour to imitate. Nature and reafon do not teach 
women to admire effeminate men, neither is it by 

copying the manners of men that women can expect 
to be beloved. When women lay afide the modeft 

and gentle manners of their fex, and affume the 

ridiculous airs of thefe petits maitres, inftead of keep-_ 

ing in their proper fphere they feem to have re- 
nounced it. 

A good mother, inftead of being a woman of the 

world, leads as retired a life in her own houfe as a nun 

in her convent. We ought then to act in the fame 
manner with regard to young women before they are 

married as is cuftomary with thofe who are to take the 
veil. Let them enjoy all the pleafures of the world 

_ before they renounce them, left the falfe images their 
imagination might pourtray of unknown pleafures 
fhould one day lead their hearts aftray and deftroy the 
happinefs of their retirement. Mothers, treat your 

daughters
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_ daughters as your companions, cultivate in them good, 
fenfe and an honeft and upright heart, and then you 

need not conceal any thing a modeft woman may 

know. Balls, entertainments, ‘operas, and plays, in 
fhort every thing that can captivate a thoughtlefs girl, 

may be enjoyed without danger by the pure and in- 

nocent. The more they fee of thefe noify pleafures, 

the fooner they will be difeufted. 
To not read your daughters long lectures on pru- 

dence and chaftity, but make them feel that by ful- 

filling their duties they will enfure their own hap- 

pinefs. Show them that it is their intereft to conduct 

themfelves with propriety; teach them to diftinguith 
between men of worth and men of the world; infpire 
them with refpect for the one and contempt for the 
other; let them wifh to awaken love by meriting the 

efteem of the good; and by thefe means you will moft 
effectually render them all you can defire. 

Teach your daughters that both their happinefs and 

the eftablifhment of their rights as women will depend 

‘upon the fulfilment of their duties. Is it a hard tafk 
to love in order to be beloved? To make themfelves 

agreeable that they may be happy? to render them- ~ 

felves eftimable that they may be efteemed ? to refpect 

themfelves that they may be refpected by others ? 
How charming, how engaging, how refpectable are 

thefe rights! How dear to the heart of man when a 
woman knows how to exercife them properly! Nor is 
it neceffary to wait for old age to enjoy them. A 
woman’s empire is coeval’ with her virtues. Her 

beauty, her charms, her attractions, fearcely begin to 
open ere fhe governs by that fweetnefs and that 

G2 gentlenefs
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gentlenefs which render her modefty irrefiftible. The 
rougheft the moft™ unfeeling man mutt be foftened 

~ When in company with an amiable and fenfible girl of 

fisteen, who fpeaks little but is attentive to what is 

faid, whofe manners are gentle, whofe converfation is 

modeft, whofe beauty does not lead her to forget her 
fex or youth, who interefts every one by her timidity, 

and who gains the efteem of the whole world by the’ 

refpectfulnefs of her deportment. 

Though TP have faid that a woman fhould be per- 

fectly feminine, and attend to the duties of her fex, it 

does: not follow that fhe is to be kept ‘in a ftate of 

ignorance, or that her whole knowledge is to be con- 

fined to the management of the Koufe.” “Shall man 
make a fervant of his companion ? Shall he deprive . 

coe her of the pleafures of fociety, the more completely 

to enflave her? Shall he prevent her feeling or 
Knowing any thing? Shall he make her a mere auto- 

maton > Surely not. - Nature did not mean it when 

the gave woman fuch acutenefs and penetration. On. 

the contrary, it is intended that they fhould think ‘and 

judge for themfelves, that they fhould have their at- 
i tachments and averfions, that they ‘fhould acquife 

knowledge, and adorn their underftandings as well as 

their perfons.. “Thefe are the arms with which they 

are furnifhed to fupply their want of ftrength, and to 

enable them to govern mankind. Women fhould 

learn many things, but thefe fhould be only | fuch as are 

fuitable and ufeful to them. 

A young woman fhould endeavour above all to 

gain and preferve the efleem:of her hufband; fhe 

fhould not only with him to Bug her, but to approve 
ee ஞ்‌ her
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her condudt, and fhould publicly juftify his choice by 
the refpect paid to his wife. But how can the do this 

if the be ignorant of our public inftitutions, of our 
morals, and of our cultoms; if fhe cannot trace the 

fource of the human judement, and,of the paffions by 
which. mankind are governed? She fhould be able to 

compare the digtates of her own mind with the 

opinions of others, to reconcile them if pofible, and if 

not, to follow the former in oppofition to the latter. 

By thefe means fhe will become the judge of her 

judges, and know when to fubmit and when to refift. 

__ All this fhe cannot do without her underftanding : 

and reafon are cultivated and improved. I would 

have a young Enelifh woman take as much pains td 
improve: herfelf in agreeable accomplifiments in 
order to pleafe her future hufband, as a young Al- 
banefe for the haram at Jopahan. But it is faid, 

hufbands do not pay much attention to thefe accom- 

plifhments. Truly [ believe fo; if, inftead of exer- 

cifing them for their amufement they only difplay 

them to attraét a number of young eallants to the 

houfe. But if an amiable and fenfible woman poffeffes 

thefe talents and devotes them to the amufement of 

her hufband, will they not add to the comfort of his 

life, and perhaps prevent his fecking recreation abroad 
when he quits his counting-houle fatigued and tired ? 

Are there not many happy families thus united, where 
each individual furnifhes entertainment to the other? 

Do’ not the innocence and tranquillity, the confidence 

and familiarity, attendant’ on. thele fweet domeftic 
pleafures, far exceed the more ‘boilterous and ப்ட்‌ 

delights of public amufements ? eae 
ல்‌. ஆல்‌ நிய 

=
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But you will afk me, whether women fhould be 

taught thefe accomplifhments by men or women? I. 

‘{carcely know: I could with they did not need either, _ 

but that they could teach themfelves every accom- 

plifhment they really with to acquire, and that our 

{treets were no longer filled with fuch a number of 

coxcombs of mafters paffing from one houfe to ano- 

ther. I can hardly believe but ‘the fociety of fuch 

perfons is more baneful to young ladies than the lef- 

fons they receive can be advantageous; and that their 

flattery and affected airs and graces infpire a tafte for 

thofe frivolities, which appear of fuch high importance 

to the mafter, and which the pupils will not fail after 

their example to adopt. 

In merely ornamental arts any one may ferve as a 

mafter to a young lady; her father, mother, brothers, 

fitters, friends, governefs, her glafs, and above all her 

own tafte. You fhould never offer to give her a 

leffon, but let her firft afk for it; nor fhould you 

make a tafk of a reward. It is particularly in thefe 

purfuits that the improvement chiefly depends on a_ 

defire to excel., But if regular leffons muft be taken, 

I will not decide which fex ought to give them. I 

know not whether a dancing matter ought to take his 

young fcholar’s delicate white hand, make her hold up 

her petticoats, extend her arms, and draw up her 

head; but I only know that I would not for the 

world be that dancing matter. 

To love a quiet domeftic life girls muf have en- 

joyed the fweets of it from their infancy. It ‘is only 

by living under the paternal roof that they become 

attached to home, nor will any woman who has not 
been
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been educated by her mother, love to educate her 

‘own children. Unfortunately in great cities private 

education is fcarcely practicable. For there fociety is 

fo numerous and fo mixed, it is impoffible to live a » 

retired life, “There we are always in public, even in 

our own houfes. We have no longer any family, 

relations hardly know each other, and when. they do 

meet they treat each other as ftrangers; and thus the 

fimplicity of domeftic manners, with the eafe and fa- 

miliarity which conftitute their {weeteft charm, are en- 

tirely deftroyed. The prefent fyftem of education 

naturally infpires young women with a paffion for the 

great world and for public life. In great cities the 

mifchief begins during infancy, in country-towns it 

commences as foon as they begin to reafon, at which 

period every young lady is taught to defpife the happy 

fimplicity of a country life, and,is impatient to come 

up to Paris to partake of the corrupt manners of a 

great metropolis. Vices concealed under the name of 

accomplifhments are the chief objeéts of her journey, — 

and, afhamed, at-her arrival, to find herfelf fo far be- 

hind other ladies in diffipation and freedom of man- 

ners, it is not long before fhe acquires the honourable 

title of a woman oA fafhion. 

One of the principal duties of the fex is cleanlinefs 

and neatnefs. There cannot be a more difgufting 

object than a flovenly woman, and a hufband has good 

reafon to diflike her for a wife. Sophia’s mother has 

from her infancy impreffed her with the importance of 

neatnefs in her perfon, her clothes, her chamber, her 

work, and her toilet, fo that it has become habitual. 

- To do any thing well is with her but a fecondary 

G4 con-
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confideration, her chief aim \being to execute it 
neatly 25> Jeg oy ania ப்‌ 

dl saci ieed - அதல வயு 

Oe 

Parents now a- days almoft univerfally, down to the 

Joweft ‘tradéfman’ or mechanic, who, to ‘ape his fupe- 
riors, {trains himfelf beyond his circurmftances; fend 

their daughters to. boarding-fchools. ‘And what do 

they. moftly learn ‘there?! I fay, nioftly : fot there are 

exceptions, and fuch as do the miftreffes real honour. 

‘Need ள்‌ mention that male allowance for thofe’ex- 

ceptions they Jearn chiefly to drefs, to dance, to fpeal 

bad French, to prattle much nonfenfe, to practife T 

Know not\how many conceited airs, and, in confe- 

quence ofall, to’ conclude themfelves Accomplifhed 

Women. | I fay’nothing here of the alarming fuggef- 

tions I have’ heard®as te -the corruption ‘of ‘their, 

morals. Thus prepared’ they come forth into the 

world. Their parents naturally partial fancy them 

every ‘thing that is’ fine, and are impatient to fhow 

them, or, according to the fafhionable phrafe, to let 

them fee company; by which is chiefly meant ex- 

hibiting them in public places. Thither at leaft many 

of them are conducted. They have youth and per- 

haps beauty. The effect of both is heightened by all 

pofible means, at an “expenle frequently felt for a long 

time after. They ate intoxicated by fo many things 

concurring to deprive them ‘of their little’ fenfes. 

Gazers and flatterers they meet. ‘with every where. 

All is romance and diftra@tion; the extravagance of 

vanity, and the rage of cenqueft. They think of no- 

thing that is domeftic or rational. - ‘Alas; they were 

rissa never



 aind-unthe Education of: Girls: 89 

- nevers taught it! >How to: appear’ abroad with: the 

greateft advantage is the main dondern; in fubferd 

viency to which, as welll as from’ the eeneral love’ of 

amufément;' Parties: of Pleafure, ‘as they are: called 

become ithe! prevailing demand: ©) 81 pee 

பட. ‘of eontraéting’ thefe habits’ of எனில்‌. 

young ‘women ‘fhould‘éndeavour to acquire a Know? 

ledge. of family affairs,’ as there is’ no‘ fituation wheré 

the ‘general ‘principles Of frugality: are’ not necemiry, 

onthe fore ‘both of dilGretion ‘arid chatity. In” the. 

mean while’ the acquifiion will be honour able and’ th 

ftudy ufeful. “Te not ‘only becomes woinen, bur it P| 

employ their minds tAnocently and virtaoully: at hours, 

which they might be tempred to” {pend in a very dif 

ferent manner. The fubjeét is not intricate, yet ‘it 

admits ofa confiderable! detail, ahd’ will take'up fome 

time. ( “The léarnihg to ‘write ‘fair hand and to caft 

accounts with facility, the looking into the di ifpoftions 5 

of fervants, the informing yourfelves about the prices 

ofevery thing needful for a family, to8ether wich the 

beft methods and propérett feafons for providing ix, 
the ‘obferving Whatever relates to cleantinets’ and neat- 

nef in ‘the ‘forbicuré and apartments of a a houfe, tHe 

underftanding-how: to deal with domeftic cS, tradefmen, 

and others, above au, ‘the obtaining” every poiible 

Wehr with ‘relation to the: nurfing, management, and 

education of children ; thefe and foch: hike articles will, 

if 1 miftake not, fornifh ample feope. for the exercife 

of the faculties in the a of what, I term, domeftic: 

accomplifhments. ல்‌ ட்ட if: 

Bur, befides ap attention 10, “Gomeltic duties and 

: female accomphifhments, women should alfo cultivate 

their 
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their mental powers, and redeem their time from end- - 

lefs vifitings and other follies by reading alternately to 
one another, wher cuftom or conveniency engages 

them to work together. Such an exercife would not 

only enlarge the ftock of ideas in each individual, but 
alfo prefent materials on which their minds might 

operate with an energy quickened by mutual exer- 
tion: “ As iron fharpeneth iron, fo doth the face of a 
woman her friend.” You, my fair pupils, cannot be 
offended that, to fuit the quotation to the argument, 
I fhould here read woman for man. How fmoothly 

have I feen thofe hours fteal away, which were thus 

employed in a little ring of intelligent. females, all 

fweetly folicitous to improve and be improved by each, © 

other. 

But perhaps my little friend is afraid left the men 
fhould fufpect her of being what the world ftyles in 

derifion a Learned Lady! Is this then a character fo 

eafily acquired, that you are in danger of it the mo- 
ment you emerge from the depth of ignorance and 

begin to think and fpeak like a reafonable being? 
You are over-hafty in your apprehenfion. A learned 

lady is by no means a creature that we run the rifk of 
being often fhocked with. For my own part I have 

never ftrictly fpeaking feen fuch a one ; and when at 

any time I have met with what approached to that 

character, I muft profefs I found nothing to excite 

terror. But poffibly you mean a {matterer in learn- 

ing. There, indeed, I join with you in wifhing you 

may never incur the imputation. 
That men are frighted at female pedantry is very 

certain, A woman that affects to difpute, to decide, 
to
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to dictate ‘on every fubject, that watches or makes 
opportunities of throwing out fcraps of literature or 
fhreds of philofophy in every company, that engrofles 

the converfation as if fhe alone were qualified to 

entertain, that betrays in fhort a boundlefs intem-— 

perance of tongue together with an inextinguifhable 

paffion for fhining by the fplendour of her fuppofed 
talents, fuch a woman is truly infufferable. At firft, 

perhaps, fhe may be confidered merely as an object of 
ridicule, but fhe foon grows into an object of averfion. 

Be affured however that, where a character fo un- 

natural appears, it is not the effeét of too much know- 

ledge but of too little. The deep river flows on with 
a noble ftillnefs, while the fhallow ftream runs bab- 

bling along. Svfpicious of her own deficiency the 

pedant we defcribe fulpects left you fhould difcover it, 

but inftead of learning caution from that confcioufnefs, 

fhe ftrives to dazzle you with the little fhe does know, 

or elfe, what is more probable, elated with that which 

to her circumfcribed view appears great, fhe cannot 

reftrain herfelf from difplaying it on all occafions; 

when farther progrefs and higher ground would have 

taught her modefty by thowing her immenfe regions 

of truth yet untravelled, of which fhe had no concep- 

tion before. 

In fact we find that the beft fcholars of either fex 

are the leaft oftentatious. It will ever be fo where 

erudition is accompanied with judgment and matured 

by reflexion. Take care to preferve fober fenfe and 

unafluming manners: far from- giving difguft by 
literary attainments to any perfon whofe regard is of 

moment, you will give pleafure to every thinking man 
and
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and woman of your acquaintance. I am even inclined 

.to believe that in converfation you clainy no pre-emi- 

nence, but inftead of pretending to teach are willing to 

learn, inftead of courting applaufe are ready to confer 

- jt, inftead of proudly directing are content quietly to 

follow the current: of difcourfe ; every creature living 

will be delighted with your deportment, will: liften 

with attention and even deference to one who has thus 

learned that the nobleft improvement of fuperior 

knowledge is fuperior humility. “The notion that let= 

‘ters are apt to generate felf-conceit, becaufe it cannot 

be denied that the abufe of them has often done fo, 

will in thofe of the leaft candour or difternment ferve 

to heighten efteem for her who confiders an excellent 
underftandihge as only next in value to an excellent 
temper. If on any occafion it fhould happen, that 
the foolifh or the worthlefs of one fex or of the other 

are prejudiced againft a young woman for difcovering. 

though without parade a cultivated mind, what then? 

Is not the finele plaudit of a real judge fufficient to 
outweigh a whole theatre of others? But the grand - 
ufe of an affection for knowledge, as to the point be- 

fore us, is that of preventing idlenefs.and diffipation, 

which it certainly does where fuch affection is properly 

regulated ; and this cannot be repeated too frequently 

nor preffed too powerfully. The human. mind. was 

made for aétion. In virtuous action confilts its highett 

enjoyment... It will not, it cannot, continue long un- 

employed,, efpecially during the fprightly feafon of 

youth,, ‘But now. there aré inany young ladies, whofe 

fituation does~not fupply a fphere of domettic exercife 

{ufficient to fill up that part of their time whichis, not 
்‌ 0602182117
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neceflarily appropriated to female occupations and in- 

nocent amufements. What then fhall they do with it, 

or with themfelves,:if' books are not called:in to their 

afiftance? Purfue the inquiry of your. own minds. 

Many of, you, alas, are but too! well qualified.to pur- 

fue it, cam but too well imagine the infipid,, foolith, 

and pernicious expedients, which under thofe circum- 

ftances are daily practifed for killing time and 

thought. 

ha We See Tee 

Economy 15 fo important a part of a woman’s cha- 

racter, {0° neceflary to her own happinefs;.and fo. eflen- 

tial to her performing properly the duties of a wife 

and of a mother; that it, ought to have the precedence 

of all: other. accomplithments and take, its rank. next to, 

the -firft duties of life. 1௦ ds; neverthelefs, . an art as 

well as a virtue; and many well-meaning கயாம்‌ from. 

ignorance ‘or from inconfideration, are {trangely defi- 

cient in it. Indeed. it.is too often wholly neglected in 

a young woman ’s education, .and fhe is fent from her 

father’s houfe to govern a’ family without the; leaft de- 

gree of that knowledge, which fhould qualify her for 

ir; ‘this’ is‘ the fource of, much) inconvenience: for 

though experience and attention may fupply by de- 

grees the want of, inftrustion, yet this requires! time 

the family.in, the mean itime may get into, habits 

which are very difficult to alter, and; what is worfe, 

the hufband's.opinion of his wife’s incapaciry may be 

fixed too ftrongly to fuffer him. ever to think juftly of 

her gradual improvement. I would therefore carneftly 

advile ரப வட, to.make ule of every opportunity 
they
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they can find for the laying in fome ftore of knowledge 
on this fubjeét before they are called upon to prattife 
it; by obferving what paffes before them, by confult-. 

ing prudent and experienced miftreffes of families; . 

and by entering in a book a memorandum of every 
new piece of intelligence they acquire they may after~ 

wards compare thefe with more mature obfervations,’ 

and make additions and ச as they fee 

occafion. 

Ladies who are fond of ர்க generally choofe 
to confider that as a principal part of good houfe- 

wifery ; and though I cannot look upon it as of equal 

importance with the due regulation of a family, yet in 

a middling rank and with a moderate fortune it is a 

neceflary part of a woman’s duty, and a confiderable 

article in expenfe is faved by it. Many young ladies 
make almoft every thing they wear, by which means 

they can make a genteel figure at a fmall expente. 
This is the moft profitable and defirable kind of work, 
and as much of it as can be done confiftently with a 

due attention to the health and the improvement of 

the mind, and to the difcharge of other duties, I 

fhould think highly commendable. . But, as I do not 

wifh young women to impofe on the world by their 
appearance, I fhould be contented to fee them worfe 

dréffed, rather than fee their whole time employed in. 
preparations for it, or any of thofe hours given to it 

which are needful to make their bodies {trong and 
active by exercife, or their minds rational by reading. 

Abfolute idlenefS is inexcufable in a woman, becaufe 

the needle is always at hand for thofe intervals in 

which fhe cannot be otherwife employed, If young 
8 women
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women are induftrious, and if they keep good hours, 

they will find time for all their proper employments. 

Early rifing and a good difpofition of time is effential 
to economy. The neceffary orders and examination 

into houfehold affairs fhould be difpatched as foon in 

the day and as privately as poffible, that they may 
not break in upon converfation or reading in the re- 
mainder of the day. If you defer any thing that is 
neceflary, you may be tempted by company or unfore- 
feen avocations to forget or neglect it: hurry and 

irregularity will enfue, with expenfive expedients to 

fupply the defect. 

If young women wafte in trivial amufement the 
prime feafon for improvement, which is between the 

ages of fixteen and twenty, they will hereafter bitterly 
regret the lofs when they come to feel themfelves in- 

ferior in knowledge to almoft every one they converfe 

with; and above all, if they fhould ever be mothers, 

when they feel their own inability to direét and affift 
the purfuits of their children, they will then find igno- 

rance a fevere mortification and a real evil. Let this 

animate their induftry; and let not a modeft opinion 
of their own capacities be a difcouragement to their 
endeavours after knowledge. A moderate under- 

ftanding with diligent and well-direéted application 
will go much farther than a more lively genius, if 

attended with that impatience and inattention which 
too often accompany quick parts. It is not for want~ 
of capacity that fo many women are fuch trifling, in- 
fipid companions, fo ill qualified for the friendfhip and 
converfation of a fenfible man, or for the tafk of 

governing and inftructing a family ; it is much oftener 
from
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from the neglect! of exeércifing the! talents which they 
~ really: have, and from emitting. to cultivate a'tafte for - 
intelleCual improyementz by this. neglect, they. 1௦6 
the Gncer eft of f pleafures, ya pleafure) which, would re- 
main, when.,almoft, every other. forfakes: them, of 
which neither: fortune. nor age can) deprive: theni; and 
which :would:.bea- comfort, and »refource ih பலம 
every’ வலு ible diuationd 1104 10 30 

12.30 

    

ae உழ படவ eee xve te பதம ப 1 ; 

"The domeftic ‘ecohomy Of a family is ட்ப i 
woman’s province, and furnifhes a variety of [பகடு 

for the exertion both ° of good fenfe and good tafte. 
Tr ought to engage much oP the time and'attehtish of 
every miftrefs of a family ; “nor can they’ be excuied 

from this by any extent of fortune, though with” a 

nerrow one the ruin thar. follows the’ neglect off it = 

bemore immediate உ 22 
The intention of young women being taught! னில்‌ 

work, knitting, | ‘and fuch like, is not on. account’ of 

the intrinfic' value’ of all they caf do with’ their hands, 

which is trifling’; but to enable them to judge more 
perfeGily of that kind of work’ and to direét the exe- 
cution of it’in others. © Another principal’ end is to 
énable them to fill up’in’a tolerably agreeable ‘way 

fomé of the’ many folitary hours they muft neceffarily 

pafs'at‘homé: Ht isa great article in the happinefs of 

life to have your Bo as independent of ட as 
pofible. 
“here is not a ‘quality F think of greater impor- 
tance for women to pofiels, than that colleftive de- 

cifive {pirit which refts on itfelf, which enables them 

' to
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to fee where their true happinefs lies, and to purfue it 

with the moft determined refolution. 

  

SOV Usg 

The folicitude of parents, efpecially of mothers, to 

make their daughters fine ladies is truly ridiculous. 

How often foever the poor child has occafion to look 

at any thing below the parallel of the horizon and a 
little relax the mufcles of the neck, it can hardly ever 

efcape the notice of her mamma or her ‘governels, 

and fhe is bid, with more than common poignancy of 

expreffion, to hold up her head, perhaps more than a _ 

thoufand times in a day. If one of her fhoulders 

fhould be thought to rife but an hair’s breadth higher 

than the other fhe is immediately bound and braced, 

twifted and {crewed, in a moft unmerciful manner, and _ 

~ tortured almoft to death in order to correét the fup- 

pofed irregularity. And left the dear creature, in the 
natural play and free ufe of her limbs, fhould contract 

any ungenteel habits, the dancing-mafter muft be 

called in at leaft three times a week to put every 

part of the body into its due place and attitude, and 

teach her to fit, ftand, and walk, according to the® 

exact rules of his art, which to be fure muft infinitely 

exceed all the fimplicity of untutored nature. Should 
the leaft pimple appear on any part of the face, or, 

what is ftill more alarming, fhould the milk-maid’s 

flufh of health begin to betray itfelf in the colour of 
the cheeks, all poffible means mult be ufed, phyfic 

and diet muft do their part, nay health itfelf muft be 
_andangered or deftroyed to fupprefs that vulgar 
complexion. 

VOL. II. Ho . Thefe
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Thefe: have been the prevailing modes of female 
_ education, fo far as they refpeét the care of the perfon; 
and though we would not have thefe to be totally neg- 
leGted, yet we cannot but think, that the methods fug- 
gefted by fuch paffionate fondnefs for external appear- 
ances have not only generally failed of their intention, 
but, in fome particular inftances, produced quite con- 

trary effects. Health and beauty have been frequently. 

deftroyed by a folicitous care to preferve them, defor- 

mity. induced, and a thovfand ill habits contracted by 

the very means that were intended to prevent them. _ 

But fuppofe we had it in our power to make all our 

daughters fine ladies, and fet them off with all the 

ftriking embellifhments of external appearance and 
form, fo as to captivate all the thoughtlefs and incon- 

fiderate that come in their way, fhould we not be in 

danger of lofing all the fruits of internal and rational 
culture, thofe real accomplifhments of mind and man- 

ners, which are of infinitely greater moment, and which 

cannot fail to recommend them to people of true tafte 

and difcernment? And when fo much care and time 

are employed on the one, can it be expected that there 

-fhould be fufficient time or a proper difpofition for the 
other? 

= 

end 

A. பட்ட பள்ள 
்‌ XIX. 
The cafe of young women whofe parents can, and 

from their connexions muft live genteelly, but who 

have no fortunes to leave them, as the daughters of 

clergymen, &c. is attended with the greateft difficulty. 

They of courfe fee genteel company, and their ac- 
quaintance are chiefly in a a clafs fuperiour to their own. 

This
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This mode of life, while their parents live, they are . 
able to fupport, but when their parents die they are 

left deftitute. 
If, however, parents in thefe circumftances take 

care to have their daughters taught fuch things as 

women can maintain themfelves by doing *, they will 

never be under a neceffity of living in a fervile de- 

pendence upon any perfon. If their education has 

been virtuous and proper, and at all liberal, they will 

be valuable wives to men of liberal minds and better 

fortunes, and they will be particularly well qualified to 

conduét the education of others. But it is peculiarly. 

neceffary that they be taught to fee their fituation in 
its true light, that they may not flatter themfelves with 

profpects which there will be no probability of being 
realized, in confequence of which they may pine away 

their lives in a melancholy defpondence, if not in abfo- 

lute poverty and diftrefs. 

* For this reafon, as young women may be thrown into fitua- 
tions where they cannot turn their accomplifhments to account, but 

may be obliged to maintain themfelves by needlework, it is very 

defirable that all girls fhould be as perfect in this art as boys are 

required to be in writing. But though I] recommend an attention 
to plain-work, I think the embroidery and fancy-works ufually 

learnt at {chools are extremely detrimental, not only on account of 
the expenfe that attends them, but becaufe they often injure the 

health, deftroy the tafte by the little attention paid to jultnefs of 

proportion, perfpetive, or fhading, and accuftom young people to 

hypocrify and deceit by the governe({s’s doing the moft difficult parts 

for them, while the whole is paffed off as entirely their own perform- 

ance. Parents fhould therefore defire, that their daughters may only 

learn plain and muflin work at {chool (unlefs intended for teachers} 
as the'time ufually devoted to fancy-works might be employed with 

much greater டட in drawing or gymmnaftic exercifes. Ef. 

Hoge Lie
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XX. 

I have taken as a fervant a young woman who 
~ underitands embroidery and all other works of inge- 

nuity; for I would have Adelaide inftru&ted in all thefe 

feminine amufements, and not defpife them becaufe 

fhe has been taught fuperior branches of knowledge. 

There are fome Vices for which we fhould infpire 
the utmoft deteftation; there are others we fhould 

‘only turn into ridicule. Coquetry is among the latter. 

Convince your fcholar that the world only laughs at 

coquettes, and that they are defpifed even by thofe 

who flatter them, and your point is gained. Do not 

fuffer her to be dazzled with the apparent fuccefs that 

attends coquetry, and fhe will eafily perceive how 

odious a vice it is. Above all prevent her from 

thinking beauty her greateft charm; but beware, not 

to inculcate this truth by infipid dry maxims oe 
carry no conviction. 

Never praife any qualities with warmth and earneft- 

nefs but thofe of the heart and underftanding, and fhe 
will be good through habit and inclination. 

We fhould be very careful not to infame the minds” 

of women or raife them above their fphere. They 

are born for domeftic and dependent fituations, and 
ought to poffefs mildnefs, fenfibility, and a juft mode 

of reafoning. They fhould have refources againft idle- 
nefs, and indulge their inclinations with great modera- 

tion. Genius is to them not only a ufelefs but a 

dangerous gift, it takes’ them from their proper fphere 
or difgufts them with its duties, Love leads them 

aftray, ambition teaches them to intrigue, and a tafte 
for
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for learning not only gives them fingularity, but, de- - 

priving them of domeftic fimplicity and tendernefs, 
unfits them for that kind of fociety to which they are 
fo great an ornament. Formed for the management 
of houfehold affairs and the education of children, de- 

pendent on a hufband who alternately requires their 

fubmiffion and their counfel; patience, prudence, and 

a juft mode. of thinking are effential to their hap- 
pinefs. . They fhould be able to conyerfe with pro- 

priety on all fubjects, poffefs every pleafing accom- 
plifhment, have a tafte for reading and reflection with- 

out being anxious to difplay their knowledge, and feel 

the paffion of love without giving themfelves up to its 

enthufiafm, 

I am not fond of the clofe intimacies often formed 
between very young women, Believe me it is not 

a friend they feek, neither is it a guide or advifer, 

for they may find thefe in a mother or fifter, but 
a kind and complying confidante. They begin by 

difclofing to each other all the little fecrets of their 

paft lives, till by degrees their imaginations are heated, . 

and to prove that they have the ftricteft confidence 
in each other they betray their inmoft thoughts, - 

particularly on their love affairs, on which their com- 
munications are generally exaggerated and give falfe 
ideas of the conquefts they have made, In thefe 

little anecdotes their vanity frequently alters the facts 
or conceals the truth ; they acquire a tafte for intrigue 

and a habit of telling lies in order to convince their 

friend (for whom they no longer care than while the 
will liften to their tale).of their lively and paffionate 

siteem. From what I have obferved I think it right 
H 3 ; ta



162 On the Duties of the Female Sex, 

to guard young people againft forming fuch attach- 
ments, of which they are generally too fond. 

A figure that has nothing | difgufting in 1t, a coun- 

tenance that marks the charaéter and exprefies good 

_ fenfe and good: humour are highly defirable: to thefe 

add the graces of the mind, gentlenefs of manners, 

and good fenfe without affectation, and beauty alone will 

never be able to difpute the prize. Therefore, my 

dear friend, redouble your attentions to Conftantia, en- 

deavour to convince her that beauty can never fupply 

the place of other amiable qualities when fhe appears in 

the world: tell her that beauty will only expofe her to 

the envy of the women and the impertinence of the 

men; that by attracting general ! notice it will only be 

the means of expofing errours and foibles which 

would not otherwife have been noticed; but that 

beauty, free from vanity, will make modefty {till more » 

interefting, and add luftre to virtue itfelf Do not 

attempt to conceal from her that fhe is handfome, for 

that is impoffible, but talk of it with coldnefs and Hees 

- difference, without appearing to fet any value on it; 

and, as no one is abfolurely perfe&t, while you do not 

conceal from her that fhe is handfome, point out freely 

the faults of her perfon, that fhe may not look upen her- 

{elf as a miracle of perfection; and accuftom her to hear’ 

herfelf criticized without appearing ¥ vexed or mortified. 

Adelaide is now to affitt her mother in all the 

family affairs, and the maitre d’hotel and cook are 

every morning to bring her their account-books, 

This will teach her, be her fortune what it may, 

never to confider thofe neceffary cares beneath her 

notice, which moft women neglect through jdlenefs or — 
want
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‘want of abilities. Ignorance, which is generally en- 

vious and flanderous, would if poffible vilify what- 

~ ever fhows its inferiority, and ftrives to conceal its 
fame under the appearance of indifference or con- 

tempt. This is the reafon why we fee well-informed 

and fenfible perfons derided by fools, and Mrs. 

G—~ who never knew how to add up a fum.exer- 

cife fo much raillery on thofe women, who have fo 

little to do, that they can find amufementin cafting up 
their own fervants bills. ea * 

M. d*Almane’s fteward will give my davghter fome 

general knowledge of thofe affairs in which a woman 
may be engaged when fhe comes to the poffeffion of 

her fortune, fuch as the principal laws of the country, 

the management of eftates, &c. This is recommended 

by that wifeft and beft of inftructors, Fenelon. Every 

morning we have a converfation with Mr. Le Blanc 

on thefe fubjeéts, and in the afternoon Adelaide writes 

down as much as fhe can.remember,,which Mr. L, 
corrects the next day, adding in the margin what fhe 

has omitted. ‘Thefe papers fhe preferves, and will 

read them over once,a quarter. I'do not permit her’ 

to write during the lecture, becaufe fhe would not 

then liften with fo much attention as by being obliged 

to note down the converfation four or five hours after, 

nor have I allowed her matter to write thefe papers, 

becaufe no explanation is fo clear and fo indelibly im- 

printed on the memory as that which we form our- 
felves. 

    

XXII. 
It is to be regretted that more care is not beftowed - 

on teaching the proper management of children to 
H 4 thofe 

8
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thofe whom nature has defigned for mothers. This, 
inftead of being made the principal, is feldom con- 

fidered as any part.of female education. Is it any 

wonder, when females fo educated come to’ be 

mothers, that they fhould be quite ignorant of the 

duties belonging to that character. However ftrange — 
it may appear it is certainly true, that many mothers, 
‘and thole of fathion too, are as ignorant, when they 

" ‘have brought a child into the world, of what is to be 

doné@ for it, as the infant itfelf. 

Were the time that is generally fpent by era: 

in the acquifition of trifling accomplifhments employed 

in learning how to bring up children, how to drefs 

them fo as not to hurt, cramp, or confine their mo- 

tions, how to feed them with wholefome and nourifh- 

ing food, how to exercife their tender bodies fo as to 

promote their growth and ftrength; were thefe made 

the objects of female inftruction, mankind would de- 

rive the greateft advantages from it. But while the 

education of females implies little more than what re- 

lates to drefs and public fhaw, we have nothing to ex-’ 

pect from them but ignorance even in the moft im- 

portant concerns. 
Did mothers reflect on their own importance and. 

lay it to heart, they would embrace every opportunity 

of informing themfelves of the-duties which they owe 

to their infant offspring. It is their province not only - 

to form the body, but alfo to give the mind its moft 

early bias. They have it very much in their power 

to make men healthy or valetudinary, ufeful i in life or 

the pelts of fociety. 
T he common education of mas is very hurtful to 

their 
i
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théir conftitutions. Mifs is fet down to her frame be- 

fore fhe can put on her clothes; and is taught to be- 

lieve that to excel at the needle is the only thing that 

can entitle her to general efteem. It is unneceflary 

here to inGift upon the dangerous confequences of 
obliging girls to fit too much. They are pretty 
well known and are too often felt at a certain time of 

life, But fuppofing this critical period to be got over, 

greater dangers {till await them when they conte to be 

mothers. Women who have been early accuftomed 

to a fedentary life generally run great hazard in child- 

bed, while thofe who have been ufed to romp about 

and take fufficient exercife are feldom in any danger. 

One hardly meets with a girl who can at the fame 

time boaft of early performances by the needle and 4 

good conftitution, Clofe and early confinement gene- 
rally occafions indigeftions, head-achs, pale com- 

plexions, pain of the ftomach, lofs of appetite, coughs, 

confumptions of the lungs, and deformity of body. 
The laft of thefe indeed is not to be wondered at, 
confidering the awkward poftures in which girls fit at 

many kinds of needle-work, and the delicate flexible 

ftate of their bodies in the early periods of life. 
Would mothers, inftead of having their daughters 

inftruéted in many trifling accomplifhments, employ 
them in plain-work and houfewifery, and allow them 

 fufficient exercife in the open air, they would both 

make them more healthy mothers and more ufeful 
members of fociety. I am no enemy to genteel ac- 

complifhments, but would ‘have them only confidered 

as fecondary, and always difregarded when they impair 

the health. 
There
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XXVIII. 

There is no-branch of knowledge that a ‘young 

lady’s capacity is equal to, and that fhe-has an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring, which | think ought to be neg- 

lected. It has been objected againft all female 
learning beyond that of houfehold economy, that it 

tends only to fill the minds of the fex with a conceited 

vanity, which {ets them above their proper buGne&, 

occafions an indifference to if not a total negleé& of 

their family affairs, and ferves only to render them 

ufelefs wives and impertinent. companions; but fuch 

ill confequences proceed chiefly from too great an im- 

becility of mind to be capable of much enlargement, 

or from a mere affectation of knowledge void of ‘all 

reality. Vanity is never the refult of underftanding, 

The management of domeftic affairs is certainly the 

proper bufinefs of women, and, unfafhionably ruftic as 

fuch an affertion may be thought, ic is certainly not 

beneath the dignity of any lady, however high her 

rank, to know how to educate her children, to govern 

her fervants, to order an elegant table with economy, 

and to manage her whole family with prudence, regu- 

larity, and method ; if in thefe fhe is defective, what- 

ever may be her attainments in any other kind of 

knowledge, the will aét out of charaéter, and by not 
moving in her proper fphere become rather an object‘ 

of ridicule than of approbation. 
But I believe it may with truth be affirmed, that 

the negleét, of thefe domeftic concerns has much more 

frequently proceeded from an exorbitant love of diver- 

fions, a ridiculous fondnefs for drefs and gallantry, 

or’
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or a miftaken pride that has placed them in a fervile 

light, fit only for the employment of dependents, than 

from too great an attachment to mental improve- 

ment. Yet from whatever caufe fuch a negleC pro- 

ceeds it is equally unjuftifiable. Make your daughters, 

therefore, fo thoroughly acquainted: with the proper 

method of conduéting a family and the necefiary ex- 

penfe which every article, in proportion to their num- 

_bers, will occafion, that they may come to a reafonable « 

certainty of not being materially deceived, without the 

ridiculous drudgery of following their fervants’ heels, 

and contemptibly peeping into ள்‌ a corner 

of their houfe. 

Remind them, that it is ன the only proper 

temporal bufinefs affigned them by providence, and 

that in a thing fo indifpenfably needful, fo eafily at- 

tained, where fo little ftudy or application is neceffary, 

the want even of perfection is almoft inexcufable. 

  

nO 

The moderns, in the education of their children, 

have too much followed the ftiff and prudifh manners 

of ancient days, in the feparating the male and female 

children of a family. This is well adapted to the ab- 

furd unfocial rigour of Grecian manners 5 but as it is 

not fo agreeable to that mixture of the fexes in a more 

advanced age, which prevails in all European focieties, 

it is not eafy to be accounted for, but from the abfurd 
notion, that the education of females fhould be of an — 
oppofite kind to that of males. How rhany nervous 
difeafes have been contracted, how much feeblenefs 

Of conftitution has been acquired by forming a falfe 

idea
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idea of female excellence, and endeavouring by art to 

bring nature to the ply of our imaginations? Our 

fons are fuffered to enjoy with freedom that time 

which is not devoted to ftudy, and may follow unmo- 

lefted thofe ftrong” impulles which nature has wifely 

given for the furtherance of her benevolent purpofes 5 - 

்‌ but yu before her natural vivacity is entirely fubdued 

by habit, little mifs is inclined to fhow her locomotive 

tricks in a manner not entirely agreeable to the tram- 

mels of cuftom, the is reproved with a fharpnefs which 

gives her a con{cioufnefs of having highly tranfgrefied 

the laws of decorum; and what with the vigilance of 

thofe who are appointed to {uperintend her condué, 

and the falfe bias they have impofed on her mind, 

every vigorous exertion is fupprefied, the mind and 

body yield to the tyranny of errour, and Nature is 

charged with all thofe imperfections which we alone 

owe to the blunders of Art. 

That degrading difference in the ர of the 

female பட which has prevailed for feveral 

centuries in all european focieties, affects yet more 

deeply female happinefs and female importance. It 

mutt be obvious to all thofé who are not blinded by 

the mift of prejudice, that there is no cultivation which 

yields fo promifing a harveft as the cultivation of the 

underftanding, and that a mind irradiated. by the , 

clear light of wifdom muft be equal to every tafl 

which reafon impofes on it. The focial duties in the 

interefting characters of daughter, wife, and mother, 

will be bur ill performed by* ignorance and levity, and 

in the domeftic converfe of hufband and wife the alter- 

native of an enlightened or an unenlightened com- 

7 panion
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panion cannot be மஸ்கட்‌ to any man ce tafte and 

true knowledge. Be no longer niggards, then, O ye 

parents, in beftowing on your offspring every bleffing 

which nature and fortune render them capable of en- 

joying. Confine not the education of your daughters 
to what is regarded as the-ornamental parts of it, nor 

deny the graces to your fons. Suffer no prejudices to 

prevail on you to weaken nature in order to render 

her more beautiful ; take meafures for the virtue and _ 

harmony of your family by uniting their young minds 

early in the foft bands of friendfhip. Let your chil- 
dren be brought up together, let their {ports and 

_ftudies be the fame, let them enjoy in the conftant 

prefence of thofe who are fet over them all that free- 

dom, which innocence renders harmlefs and in which 

nature rejoices. By the uninterrupted intercourfe 
which you will thus eftablith, both fexes will find that 

friendfhip may be enjoyed between them without 

paffion. The wifdom of your daughters will preferve 

them from the bane of coquetry, and, even at the age 

of defire, objects of temptation will lofe fomewhat of 
their ftimuli by lofing their novelty. Your fons will 

look for fomething more folid in women than a mere 

outfide; and be no longer the dupes to the meaneft, 
the weakeft, and the mot profligate of the fex. They 

will become the conftant benefactors of that part of 

their family who ftand in need of their affiftance, and 
in regard to all matters of domeltic concern, the unjuft 

~ diftin@ion of primogeniture will be deprived of its 

{ting. 

The art of needle-work had formerly Minerva ie 
its patronefs, and though it has been too much depre- 

ciated
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ciated in modern days, it has been in all ages highly 

initrumental to the prefervation of female virtue and 

happinefs. On thefe reafons I would rather fee it re- 

fame all its former importance than be entirely left out 

of female education. Let us not give up one of the — 

great privileges of female life, which is the confent of 

the world, that we may amufe ourfelves with trifles. 

Let us not look with fupercilious contempt on an art 

fo juftly valued by our anceftors, and which, from its 

endlefs variety, affords an inexhauftible fource of inno- 

cent enjoyment. 

If it fhould be our lot to have one of the fair fex 

diftinguithed for any eminent degree of perfonal 

charms committed to our care, we muft not attempt 

by a premature cultivation to gather the fruits of phi- 

lofophy before their feafon,-or expect to find the qua- 

lities of true modefty and humility make their appear- 

ance till the blaze of beauty has in fome meafure been 

fubdued by time. For fhould we exhauft all the 

powers of oratory and all the ftrength of found argu- 

ment in the endeavour to convince our pupil that 

beauty is of fmall weight in the feale of real excel- 

lence, the enflamed praifes fhe will continually hear 

beftowed on this quality will fix in her the opinion, 

that we mean to keep her in ignorance of her true 

worth. She will think herfelf deceived, and fhe will 

refent the injury by giving little credit to our pre- 

cepts, and placing her confidence in thofe who tickle 

her ears with lavifh panegyric on the captivating 

graces of her perfon. 
Thus vanity fteals on the mind, and shat a 

daughter kept under by all the ill-exerted power of 
parental
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- parental authority gives a full ear to the flattery of a 

coxcomb. Happy would it be for the fex did the 

mifchief end here ; but the foothings of flattery never 

fail to operate on the affections of the heart; and when 

love creeps into the bofom the empire of reafon is at 

an end. To prevent our fair pupils, therefore, from 

becoming the prey of coxcombs, and ferving either to 

{well their triumph. or repair their ruined fortunes, it 

will be neceflary to give them a fullidea of the magni- 

tude of their beauty and the power this quality has 

over the frail mind of man, Nor have we in this 

cafe fo much to fear from the intimations of a judi- 

cious friend, as from. the infidious adulation of a 

defigning admirer. 

I would wifh to turn out of my hands a carelefs 

modett beauty, grave, manly, noble, full of ftrength 

and. majefty ; a woman whofe virtue will not ibe of 

the kind to rankle into an inveterate malignity 

againft her own fex for faults which fhe even en- 

courages in the men, but who, underftanding the prin- 

ciples of true religion and morality, will regard chaftity 

and truth as indifpenfable qualities in virtuous cha- 

racters of either fex, whofe juftice will incline her to 

extend her benevolence to the frailties of the fair. as 

circumftances invite, and to manifeft her refentment 

againft the underminers of female happinefs ; in fhort, 

a woman who will not take a male rake either for a 

hufband or a friend. And let me tell you, if women 

had as much regard for the virtue of chaftity as-in - 

fome cafes they pretend to’have, a reformation would 

long fince have taken place in the world; but whilft 

they continue to cherifh immodefty in the men, their 

bitter
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bitter perfecution of their own fex will not fave them 

from the imputation of thofe concealed propenfities, | 

with which they are accufed by Pope and other fevere | 

fatirifts on the fex. 

  

I. 

Novels, mufic, poetry, and gallantry, all tend to 

make women the creatures of fenfation, and their 

charaéter is thus formed in the mould of folly during 

the time they are acquiring accomplifhments, the only 

improvement they are excited by their ftation in fo- 

ciety to acquire. ‘This overftretched fenfibility natu- 

rally releafes the other powers of the mind, and pre- 

vents intelle&t from attaining that fovereignty which it 

ought to attain, to render a rational creature ufeful to | 

others and content with its own ftation: for the exer- 

cife of the underftanding, as life advances, is the only 

method pointed out by nature to calm the paffions. 

Women have feldom fufficient ferious employment to 

filence their feelings ; a round of little cares or vain 

purfuits frittering away all ftrength of mind and organs, 

they become naturally only objects of fenfe. In fhort, 

the whole tenour of female education tends to render 

the beft difpofed romantic and inconfiftent, and the 

remainder vain and mean. In the prefent ftate of 

fociety this evil can fearcely be remedied, 1 am afraid, 

in the flighteft degree: fhould a more laudable ambi- 

tion ever gain ground, they may be brought nearer to 

nature and reafon, and become more virtuous and ufe- 

ful as they grow more refpectable. 

It is a general opinion that young girls ought to 

dedicate great part of their time to needle-work ; yet 

this
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this employment contraéts their faculties more ஸ்ரீ ்‌ 

any other that could have been chofen for ப்ர, by | 

confining their thoughts to their perfons. . Men order. 

their clothes to be made, and have done with the fub- 

ject; women make their own clothes, neceflary and 

ornamental, and are continually talking about them, 

and their thoughts follow their hands. It is not in- 

deed the making the neceflaries but the frippery of 
சட that weakens the mind. When a woman in the 

lower rank of life makes her hufband’s and children’s 

clothes, fhe does her duty, this is her part of the 

family bufinefs ; but when women work. only. 1௦ drefs 

better than they could otherwife afford, it:is:we 

theer lofs of time. To render the poor 
muft be employed, and women in the. middle rank: of 

life might employ them whilft they them felves managed 

their families, inftruéted their children, and exercifed 

their own hands. Gardening, experimental philofophy, 

and literature, would afford them fubjects to think of 

and matter for converfation, that in fome degreé would 

exercife their underftanding. Women fhould be | 
taught the elements of anatomy and medicine, not only 

to enable them to take proper care of their own 

health but to make them rational nurfes of their in- 

fants, parents, and hufbands. 

  

   

  

: XXXIV. 
The original purpofe for which the female fex were 

created is faid, you know, to have been providing man 

with a help- mate ; yet it is perhaps that notion of a 
wife which leaft occupies the imagination in the feafon 
of courthhip. Be aflured, however, that as an office for 

VOL. U. ae | ்‌ » life 

7
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ie its importance ftands extremely high to one whofe 
fituation does not place him above the want of fuch 
aid, and fitnefs'for ir fhould make a leading confidera- 

-ti6n in his choice:. Romantic ideas of domeftic felicicy’ 
‘will infallibly in time give way to the true ftate of 
things, which will fiow that a large part of it mutt 
avife frony well-ordered: affairs and-an accumulation of 
petty comforts arid conveniences, A: clean and quiet 

fire-fide, regular arid agreeable mieals, decent apparel, 

4 houfe managed with order and economy, ready for. 

the reception of a: friend or ‘the accommodation of a 

ftranger, a fkilful as well as an affectionate nutfe in 

tinie ofoficknefs. All thefe compofe a very confider- 

able part of what the nuptial ftate was intended to 

afford us, and without them no charms of perfon or 

underftanding will long continue to beftow delight. 

The arts of hoafewifery: fhould be regarded as pro- 
feffienal-to the woman who ‘intends to become a 

wife: கல்ல, to felect one for that ation, who is defti- 

‘oes க 

* Although the neceflity of this kind of knowledge is ae 

fally admitted, yet many mothers never think of iaftru@ing their 

daughters i in domeltic dutiés till their education is finithed {as it is 
falfély termed) and all theit mafters are difmiffed, faying they do 

not choofe'to interrupt their more important fludies by fuch trifling 

‘occupations. In this I think they are wrong, for though an art or 

a {cience may be acquired at any time with the affiflance of a 

matter or proper books, yet the prattical leffons of houfekeeping 

can only be learned of a mother or female friend. Mothers there- 

' fore fhould initiate their daughters i into thefe important mylteries 
as foon as they are capable of learning them, that they may be fit 

to fuperintend their father’s family fhould he unfortunately become’ 

a widower, or undertake the management of their own ‘fhould they 

‘marty. Sedéntary employments being particularly hurtful to girls 
from
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tute of them, however otherwife accomplifhed, . is a 

. abfurd as it would be to choofe for your lawyer’ or. 
phyfician a man who excelled in every thing ‘rather 
than in law or phyfic. Let me remark too that know- 
ledge and good-will are not the only requifites for the 
office of a helper. It demands a certain energy both 
of body and mind, which is lefS frequently met with 
among the females of the prefent age than might be 

wifhed. Akin to an unnerved frame of body is that. 
fhrinking timidity of mind and exceffive nicety of feel- 

ing which is too much encouraged under the notion of 

female delicacy. That this is carried beyond all rea- 

fonable bounds in modern education, can fearcely be 
doubted by one who confiders what exertions of forti- 
tude and felfcommand are continually required in the 
courfe of female duty. One who views fociety clofely, 

and in its interior as well as its exterior, will know that 

occafions of alarm, fuffering, and difguft, come much 

more frequently in the way of women than men. To 

them belong all the offices about the weak, the fick, 
and the dying. When the houfe becomes a fcene of 

-wretchednefs from any caufe, the man often runs 

abroad, and the woman mutt {tay at home and face the 

worft.. All this takes place in cultivated fociety and 
in claffes of life above the common level. In a favage 

ftate, and in the lower conditions, women are com- 

pelled to undergo even the moft laborious as well as 
the moft difagreeable tafks. If nature then has made 

  

¥ 

from twelve to feventeen years of age, they may be inftruéted during 

that period in the ative branches of domettic economy without any 

seal lofs of time. 4. 4 

ஐ 7 ்‌ them
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them fo weak in temper and conftitution as many fup- 

sofe, fhe has not fuited means to ends with the fore-' 

_ fight we generally difcover in her plans. 

I confefs myfelf decidedly of the opinion of thofe 

who-would rather form the two fexes to a refemblance 

‘of charaéter than contraft them. Virtue, wifdom, 

prefence of mind, patience, vigour, capacity, applica- 

tion, are not fexual qualifications, they belong te man- 

kind—to all who have duties to perform or-evils to 

endure. Itis furely a moft degrading idea of the female 

fex, thar they muft owe their influence to trick and 

fineffe, to counterfeit or real weaknefs. They are too 

eflential to our happinefs to need fuch arts: too much 

~ of the pleafure and of the bufinefs of the world de- 

pends upon them to give reafon for apprehenfion that 

we fhallceafe ‘to join partnerfhip. with them. Let 

‘them aim at excelling in the qualities peculiarly 

adapted to the parts they have to at, and they may — 

be excufed from affected languor and coquetry. We 

fhall not think them lefs amiable for being our belt 

helpers. on 

  

XXKV. | 
oa acknowledge tha with refpect to the oppor- 

tunities of acquiring knowledge inftitutions and man- 

ners are much in favour of the male fex, but-with 

refpet to time women have ufually fuperiour ad- 

vantages. Whillft the knowledge of the learned 

languages continues to form an indifpenfable part of a 

--gentleman’s education, many years of childhood and 

youth muft be devoted to their attainment. During 

~ thefe ftudies the general cultivation of the underftand- 
pan ing. 

=
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ing is in fome degree retarded... All the intellectual 

powers are cramped except the memory, which is 
- fufficiently exercifed, but which is overloaded with 

words, and with words which are feldom underftood. 

The genius of living and of dead languages differs 

fo much, that the pains which are taken to write ele- 

gant Latin frequently -fpoil the englith ftyle. | Girls 

ufually write better than boys; they think and exprefs - 

their thoughts clearly at an age when young men can 

fearcely write an eafy letter upon any common occa- 

fion. Women do not read the beft authors of anti- — 

quity as fchool-books, but they can have excellent’ 

tranflations of moft of them when they are capable of 
tafting their beauties. I know that it is fuppofed no 
one can judge of the claffics by tranflations, and I am 

fenfible that much of the merit of the originals is loft; 

but I think the difference in pleafure is-more than 

overbalanced to women by the time they fave and by 

the labour and mifapplication of abilities which is 
fpared. If they do not acquire a claffic tafte, neither 

do they acquire claffic prejudices ; nor are they early 
difeufted with literature by pedagogues, lexicons, 

grammars, and all the melancholy apparatus of learn- 

ing. Field-{ports, travelling, gaming, lounging, and 
what is called pleafure in various fhapes, ufually fill 
the interval between quitting the college and ‘fettling 

for life: -this period is not loft by the other. fex. 

Women begin to talfte the real pleafures of reading - 

juft at the age when young men, difguited with their 
ftudies, begin to be afhamed among Se companions 

of alluding to literature. When this period is. patt, 
bulinefs, the neceffity of purfuing a profeffion, the 

rs ambition
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ambition Of thining. in» parliament, .or of rifing in 
public life, occupy a large portion of their lives. The 
underftanding is but partially cultivated for thefe pur- 

pofes; men of genius mutt contract their inquiries and 

concentrate their powers; they mufl purfue the eape- 

dient even when they diftinguifh that it is not ze 
right, and, they are degraded to ‘ literary artifans.” 

The other fex have no fuch conftraint on their under- 

ftandings; neither the necefiity of earning their bread 
nor the ambition to fhine in public life hurry or றாக 
judice their minds; in domeftic life “ they have 

leifure to be wife.” Women who do not love diffi- 
pation muft have more time for the cultivation: of 

their underftandings, than men can have if ம்‌ com- 

pute the whole of life. 
Economy is not the mean “ penny wife and pound 

foolifh policy” which fome fuppofe it to be; it is the 
art of calculation joined to the habit of order, and the 

power of proportioning our wifhes to the means of 

gratifying them. ‘ The little pilfering temper of a 

wife” is defpicable and odious to every hufband of 
fenfe and tafte. But, far from defpifing domeftic duties, 

women who have been well educated will hold them 
in high refpeét, becaufe they will fee that the whole 
happinefs of life is made up of the happinefs of each 

particular day and hour, and that the enjoyment of 

thefe muft depend upon the punctual practice of thofe 

virtues which are more valuable than fplendid. Tafte, 

"ingenuity, judgment, are all applicable to the arts of. 
domeftic life ; and domeftic life will be moft preferred 
by thofe who have within their own minds a perpetual 

flow of fréth ideas, who cannot be tempted to diffipa- 
tion,
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அந்தரம்‌ who are moft- வ of enjoying. all, ane 

real. oe friendfhip.and.of love. 8 
et (0 உய பதத 

TL, 
oe carrying on. பல்ஸ்‌ ‘bra ch 

no ‘practical tule’ more பேய்ப்‌ ம்‌. by its. அளக © ன்‌ 

“ftedfaft attention than this: “that the. “pupil, வம்‌ Be 
“imprefied with a: conviction that whenever fhe i 15. ப 

‘rected to purfue a ‘particular courfe of Rudy, t the diree- 
“tion is reafonable; in other words, that fhe fhould 

ee education” ‘there 4 15 

perceive the matter enjoined to be evidently ufefal in 

itfelf, or fhould be fatisfied that it is required by. com- 

“petent authority. “Ler ‘the’ pupil ‘then be. thoroughly 

‘impreffed with a” ‘conviction of t the real end and ufe of 

“all ornamental accomplithments ; ‘namely, that the 

are defigned in the firft place to fupply | her. hours of 
Jelfure with innocent and amuling | occupations, u 

‘may | prevent ‘the languor and {hares of. idlenefs,. render 

‘home attradtive, refrefh the wearied faculties, vand 

contribute to preferve the mind in a fate of placid 
cheerfulnefs which is moft favourable to fentiments ¢ of 
benevolence to mankind and of gratitude | to God, and 

in the next place to enable her to communicate. a 

  

kindred pleature with all its beneficial effects | to her 

family and friends, to all with whom thei is now or may 

hereafter be intimately conneéted. If. ideas of this 

nature are not cultivated, a young \ woman will believe 

that dancing i is for difplay, that mufic is for difplay, 

that drawing and French are for difplay; and i it cannot 

be a matter of aftonifhment that during the reft of 

her life the fhould be inceffantly on the watch to fhine 

and to be admired. With fuch fentiments:her pro- 

14 ்‌ " ficiency
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ficiency may fitly be to thofe who are truly concerned 
for her welfare a matter of forrow rather than of 
congratulation. ்‌ 

If young and well-bred women are not accuftomed 

in their ingle ftate regularly to affign a large propor- 

‘tion of their howrs to ferious and inftructive occupa- 
tions, what profpect, what hope is there, that when 

‘married they will affume habits to which they have 

been ftrangers, and exchange idlenefs and volatility for 
fteadinels and exertion. 

  

XXXVIL | 
If at any time any improper difcourfe fhould be ad- 

- dreffed to young ladies which has a tendency to in- 
decency, immorality, or irreligion, they fhould be 

taught to exprefs a marked difapprobation both in 
words and countenance. So great is the power of the 

fofter fex in meliorating the characters of men, that 

if fuch was their uniform behaviour, I doubt not but 

that it would much contribute to reform the morals 

of the age. 

' Many young ladies, டட of mothers and with- 
out a home, are ‘continucd at fchool to a later age; 

fuch fhould be formed into a clafs and properly in- 

ftructed in domeftic economy, each of them fuperin- 

- tending the bufinefs of the family a week or a month 

by turns * ; not only providing for the table and 

directing the cookery, but they fhould alfo be taught 

other parts of domeftic employments, as cutting out 

linens and டடக்‌ them up with plain and ftrong 

¥ This is an அண்ண method alfo in private families where 
there are feveral daughters, Ed, 

needle-



॥ 

thd on the Education of Girls. 121 

needle-work, either for their own families or to be — 

given for clothing for ra = and mothers. 

  

XL. 

The injudicious practice of bringing up girls above 

their expectations originates: ig a common opinion, 

that a good education is more valuable than a dowry. 

The fentiment is a juft one, the errour confifts in a 

mifapprehenfion of what conftitutes a good education. 

No fyftem of inftru: tion can properly be denominated 

good which is not appropriated to thofe who receive 

it, Now it cannot be fuppofed that a butcher’s wife 

will ferve her cuftomers better for having learned to 

walk a minuet or play Bpon the harplichord. Tn order 

therefore to fit every one for their ftation, {chools 
fhould be eftablifhed adapted to the different defcrip- 

tions of children. 
Young women eho do not, belong to the frtt clafs, 

but whofe parents depend on the பக of trade 

and commerce for their fupport, are always liable to a 

change of circumftances, on which account the ௧0-- 

vantage of exercifing a well-ordered economy and of 

acquiring the art of managing the expenditure of the 

income in the moft advantageous manner is apparent, 

and generally devolves upon the female partner, whofe 

acquirements in youth fhould therefore be directed to 

objects of utility in preference to thofe that are பப்டி 

ornamental. 

Domeltic duties ftand diftinguifhed as preeminently 

ufeful ; a moderate fituation requires that they fhould 

be difeharged in perfon, an avocation which cannot be 

juaicioufly difcharged without confiderable knowledge 
: and
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and attention. The art of- economifing and rendering - 
all kinds of food as palatable and nourifhing as poffible 
by different modes of cookery will repay the miftrefS 
of a houfehold for the inveftigation, and fhould indif- 
putably form a part of the regular inftraction of girls. 
of the middle rank. To this, as they advance towards. 
maturity, may profitably be added the knowledge of 
the value of all the neceffary articles confumed in a 
family, whether for the table or the wardrobe, as well 

as the quantities of each which are requifite for their. 
refpective ufes. As theory is of little avail-unle® ex- 
emplified by prattice, they fhould be habituated to 
exercife the department of houfekeeper under the in- 
fpection of their mother, not only by purchafing the: 
different commodities wanted for the ule of ‘a family,. 
but likewife by keeping an exaét account of the do- 
meftic expenfes, which. will afford Opportunities of 
teaching them a judicious application of money andi 
giving them diftinét ideas, where frugality may pro- 
perly be exerted and where greater latitude may be 
allowed. Neither will fome information concerning 
the ufe of domeftic medicine or kitchen phyfic, as it is 
called, be without its advantages, as well as {kill in 
preparing broths and other things for the fick. The 
management of a fick chamber, to the attendance of 
which women are fo often called, fhould not be left to. 

the uncertainty of inexperience: girls fhould be initi- 
ated in the beft methods of alleviating the fufferings 
and contributing to the comforts of thofe who are in- 
difpofed. In forming a fyftem of inftraion for the 
daughters of perfons in the middle ‘ra nk, a felegtion 
fhould be made of. thofe ae which require the 

Z 5 அவ்வ, ்‌ {malleft 
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fmalleft confumption of time, and which are likely to. 

contribute to ufefulnefs. A grammatical knowledge 

of the englith language and an intimate acquaintance — 

with the beft authors who have excelled in. hiftory, bio- 

graphy, poetry, and morality, are indifpenfable: Simple 

mathematics are. fo advantageous in accuftoming the 

mind to method both in reafoning and practice, that 

it is to be greatly defired that they may more generally 

- compofe a part of female education: _ Arithmetic 

efpecially, and the knowledge of book- Laas fhould — 

be taught fundamentally, as the means of contributing 

to the fuccefs of every bufinefs undertaken in. cafe. of 

neceffity. 

The only ஏ. apology which < can be. made 

for transferring the management of children or the 

eare of the houfchold to others is a devotion of that 

time, which would otherwife be their due, to fome 

means of procuring refources to maintain them. 

There are many lines of bufinefS in which a wife is 

capable of affifting her hufband, and wherever a man - 

follows an occupation that ¢an poflibly be tranfacted 

by a woman, it is a precaution of prudence againtt 

the accident of his death, to inftruét his wife in the 

fecrets of his profeffion ; even thould the eafe of his 

circumftances preclude the neceffity of her teking an 

active part in it during his life. 

The acquifition of polite accomplifhments, unlels 

defi igned for a profeffion, fhould be confined to per-~ 

fons of leifure and fuperiour rank, for they unfic others 
for the duties ‘of their ffation, by refining their ideas 

too much for the fphere in which they are to act, and 

giving them a talte for a luxurious life and difipated 
pleafures
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pleafures inconfiftent with the happinefS of themfelves 

and their connexions. Extenfive knowledge in a 

particular fcience, or great practical excellence in 

one of the fine arts, cannot be attained in the ufual 

courfe of inftruétion at fchool; therefore fomething 
like an apprenticefhip muft be undergone: a few 

years at leaft after {chool is left fhould be devoted to 

the ftudy of that are or fcience which is chofen for 

this purpofe under the direction of a flailful profefior. 

- The vanity of parents and governefies often induces 

them to beftow the moft affiduous pains on the inftruc- 

tion of their pupils in thofe accomplifhments, which 

ftrike the obferver with an equal degree of admira- 

tion for the talents of the teacher as for thofe of the 
fcholar, while the regulation of the temper and prin- 

ciples, objects lefs calculated to excite the attention of 

ftrangers, are abandoned to the uncertain influence of 

accidental impreffions, 

  

1. 

We condemn not the elegant accomplifhments of 

drawing and mufic; we condemn only the abufe of 
thefe accomplifhments ; we only wifh that they fhould 

be confidered as domeftic occupations, not “as matters 

of competition or of exhibition, or yet as the means 

of attracting temporary admiration. ae 

One of the beft motives that a woman can have to 

cultivate thefe talents after fhe marries is the hope and - - 

belief, that fhe may be effentially ferviceable in the in- 

ftruction of her family. And that the may be effen- 
tially ferviceable let no falfe humility lead her to 

doubt. She need not be anxious for the rapid pro- 
7 grefs



and on the Education’of Girls. நத 

grefs of her little pupils; if the infpires them with a 
defire to excel, with the habits of attention and in- 

“duftry, they will certainly fucceed fooner or later in 
whatfoever it is defirable they fhould learn. 

In the choice of their friends, and on all matters ன்‌ 

02116, 70002 women fhould be excited to reafon about 

their own feelings. ‘If women queftioned their own 

minds, or allowed their friends to queftion them,-con- 

cerning the reafons .of their “preferences and aver- 

fions,”” there would not probably be fo. many love 

matches and fo few love marriages. It is in vain to 

expect that young women fhould begin to reafon mira- 

culoufly at the very moment that Reafon is wanted in 

the guidance of their condu&t; we fhould alfo obferve, 

that women are called upon for the exertion of their - 

prudence, at an age when young men are {fcarcely 

fuppofed to poffefs that virtue; therefore women 

fhould be more early and more carefully educated for 

the purpofé. The important decifions of a woman’s ’ 

life are often made before fhe is twenty; a man does 

not come upon the theatre of public life, where moft 
of his prudence is fhown, till he is much older. 

' Economy is in woman: an effential domettic virtue. 

Prudent mothers will avoid fhowing any admiration of 

pretty trinkets before their young daughters; and they - 

will oppofe the ideas of utility and durability to the 

mere caprice of fafhion. : 

Children fhould have the care of steel belongs 

- to them, particularly their clothes ; and if they are 

negligent of what is in their charge, this negligence 

‘fhould not be repaired by fervants or friends, but they 
fhould feel the real natural confequences of their own 

* neglect,
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neglect. No other punifiment fhould be inflicted, 

and they fhould be left to make their own reflections 

upon their errours and misfortunes undifturbed by the 

reproaches of their friends or by the profing morality 
of a governefs or preceptor. 

We recommend that girls fhould be னன்‌ with 

an independent ftock of all the little things which are 

in daily ufe, as houféwives and pocket books well 

ftored with ufeful things, and that there fhould be no 
lending or borrowing among them *. Be. 

  

111. 

Since there is a feafon when the youthful muft ceafe 

to be young and the beautiful to excite admiration ; 

to learn how to grow old gracefully is perhaps one of 

the rareft and moft valuable arts which can be taught 

a woman. It is for this fober feafon of life that edu- 
cation fhould lay up its richeft ftores. Yet forgetting 
this, do we not feem to educate our daughters exclu- 
fively for the tranfient period of youth, when it is to 

maturer life we ought to advert? Do we not educate 

them for a crowd, forgetting that they are to live at 

home; for the world and not for themfelves; for fhow 

and not for ufe ; for time and not for eternity? 

The phrenfy for accomplifhments unhappily is no 

Jonger reftriéted within the ufual limits of rank and 

fortune. The middle orders-have caught the conta- 

~ By thus forbidding children to borrow or lend/J fhould fear 

they might become felfifh and avaricious. Befides, {uch regula- 

tions would be likely to teach them the meum and tuam fy tte, 

which Should never be encouraged among brothers and filters. 

Some parents I believe even prohibit their children from giving 

away their playthings, which is ftill more objeClionable. £4. 

gion,
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gion, a and this new courte of education, and the habits 

of life and elegance of drefs conneéted with it, pecu= 

liarly unfits them for the active duties of their own 

very important condition ; while with frivolous eager- 

nefs and fecond-hand opportunities they run to fnatch 

a few of thofe fhowy acquirements which decorate the 

great. This is done apparently with one or other of . 

thefe views, either to make their fortune by marriage, 

or, if that fail, to qualify them to be teachers of 

others; hence the abundant multiplication of fuper- 

ficial wives and incompetent and illiterate governeffes. 

The ufe of the pencil, the performance of exquifite 

but unneceflary works, the ftudy of foreign languages 

and of mufic, require a degree of leifure which be- 

longs exclufively to affluence. Exceptions however 

fhould always be made in favour of great natural 

genius. - 

The admiration penewed, the fums expended, and 

the time lavithed on arts, which add'little to the in- 

trinfic value of life, fhould have limitations. While 

thefe arts are admired, let them not be admired be- 

yond their juft value; while they are pradtifed, let it 

not be to the exclufion of higher employments ; 

while they are cultivated, let it be to amufe leifure not 

to engrof life. The ftudy of the fine arts is forced 

on young perfons with or without genius to fuch an 

excefs, as to vex, fatigue, and difguft thofe who have 

no talents, and determine them, as foon as they become 

free agents, to abandon all fuch tormenting acquire- 

ments; while by this inceffant purfuit full more per 

nicious effeéts are often produced on thofe who 

actually poffels genius. 6 : 

: _ ‘Phough
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_ Though a well-bred young lady may lawfully learn 

moft of the fafhionable arts, yet it does not fecm to be 
the true end of education to make women of fafhion 
dancers, fingers, players, painters, actreffes, fculptors, 
gilders, varnifhers, engravers, and embroiderers. Moft 

men are commonly deftined to fome profeffion, and - 

their minds are confequently turned each to its refpec- 

tive object. Would it not be ftrange if they were 

called out to exercife their profeffion, or to fet up their 

trade, with only alittle general knowledge of the | 
trades of all other men, and without any previous de- 

finite application to their own peculiar calling? The 

profeffion of ladies, to which the bent of their in- 

ftruétion fhould be turned, is that of daughters, wives, 

mothers, and miftrefies of families. They fhould . 

therefore be trained with a view to thefe feveral con- 

ditions, and be furnifhed with a ftock of ideas, and 

principles, and qualifications, and habits, ready to be 

applied and appropriated as occafion may demand to 

each of thefe refpective fituations; for though the arts 

which merely embellith life mutt claim கண்க 

yet when a woman of fenfe comes to marry, it is.a 

companion a hufband wants and not an artift. It is 
- pot merely a creature who can paint, and play, and | 

drefs, and dance; it is a being who can comfort and 

counfel him; one who can 5 and reflect, and 

feel, and judge, a and aét, and difcourfe, and difcrimi- 

nate ; one who can affift him in his affairs, lighten his 

cares, footh his forrows, purify his joys, ftrengthen his 

principles, and educate his children, 

To a woman therefore, whatever be her rank, I _ 

would recommend a predominance of thofe more 

fober
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foie ftudies, which not having difplay for their object, 

may make her wife without vanity, happy without 

witteffes, and content without panegyrifts ; the exer- 

cife of which will not bring celebrity but improve 
ufefulnefs. Every kind of knowledge which is rather - 

fitted for home confumption than foreign exportation 
is peculiarly adapted to women. ; 

_ It is becaufe the fuperficial mode of their education 

furnithes them with a falfe and low ftandard of intel- 
Jectual excellence, that women have fometimes be- 

்‌ come ridiculous by the unfounded pretenfions of lite- 

rary vanity; for it is not the really learned but fmat- 

terers who have generally brought their fex into dif- 

credit, by an ‘abfurd affeCtation which has fet them on 

defpifing the duties of ordinary life. There have not 

indeed been wanting women who. have affected to 

eftablifh an unnatural feparation between talents and 

vfefulnefs ; who aét as if knowledce was to confer on 

woman a kind of fantaftic fovereignty, which fhould 

. exonerate her from female duties, whereas it is only 

meant the more eminently to oe her for the per- 

formance of them.. 

But the truth is, women who are fo puffed up with 

the conceit of talents, as to neglect the plain duties of - 

life, will not frequently be found to be women of the 

beft abilities. A romantic girl with a pretenfion of 

fentiment, which her {till more ignorant friends miftake 

for genius, and poffeffing fomething of a natural ear, 

has perhaps in her childhood exhautfted all the images of 

grief, and love, and fancy fucked up in her defultory 

poetical reading, in an elegy on a fick linnet or a dead — 

lap-dog: fhe begins thenceforward to be confidered as 

VOL. Il : ok a pro- 

௯
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a prodigy by her little circle ; furrounded with fat- 

terers fhe has no opportunity of getting to know that 

“her fame is derived not from her own powers but her 

_pofition, and that when her verfes come to be ftripped 

of all their extraneous appendages, and the fair author 

is driven off her vantage-ground of partiality,’ fex, 

~ and favour, fhe will commonly fink into the level of 

ordinary capacities; while thofe quieter women, .who 

have meekly fet down in the humble {hades of profe 

and prudence, by a patient perfeverance in rational 

ftudies rife afterwards much higher in the fcale of in- 

tellect, and acquire a ftock of found knowledge for far — 

better purpofes than mere difplay. And though it ்‌ 

may feem a contradiction, yet it will generally be found 

true, that girls who take to fembbling are the lealt 

ftudious. They early acquire a falfe confidence in 

their own unafiifted powers; it becomes more gratify- 

ing to their’ natural vanity to be always pouring out 

their minds on paper, than to be pouring ‘ynto them 

frefh ideas from richer fources. But inftead of extol- 

ling the effufions of thefe felf-dependent fcribblers for 

the facility with which they are produced, it would be 

kind in their friends to blame them for their crude- 

nefs; and when the young pretenders are eager tO 

prove in how fhort a time fach a poem has been 

ftruck off, it would be well to regret that they had not 

either taken a longer time or forborne from writing at 

all; as in. the former cafe the work would be lefs de- 

fective, and in the latter the writer would have difco- 

vered more humility and felf-diftruft. 

What is called dry tough reading, | independent of 

a ufeful knowledge it 2. 15 nee as an se 

; an 
ல்ச்‌
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and wholefome. as an exercife. Far be it from me to 

defire to make {cholaftic dis or female ialeétitians 

but there is little fear that the kind.of books here re- 

commended, if thoroughly ftudied and not fuperficially 

fkimmed, will make them pedants or induce conceit; 

for by thowing them the poffible powers of the human 

mind you will bring them to fee the littlenefs of their 

own: to get acquainted with the mind, to regulate 

and form it,.and to fhow it its own ignorance, does 

' not feem the way to puff it up. But let her who is 

difpofed to be elated with her literary acquifitions 

check her vanity by calling to mind the juft remarks 

of Swift, © that after all her boafted acquirements a 

<¢ woman will, generally fpeaking, be found to pofiefs 

“ Jes of what is called learning than a common {chool- 

“ boy.” Neither is there any fear that this kind of 

reading will convert ladies into authors. The direct 

contrary effeét will be likely’to be produced by the 

perufal of writers, who throw the generality of readers 

at fuch an unapproachable diftance, as to check pre- 

fumption inftead of exciting it. But fuch is the fright- 

ful facility of novel-writing, that every raw girl while - 

fhe reads is tempted to fancy that fhe can alfo write. 

This is however by no means intended to exclude 

works of imagination, which muft always make the 

ornamental part, and of courfe a very confiderable part 

of female ftudies. : 

  

; 111. 

Mothers, rather than confide the health, life, and 

happinefs of your children to the hands of ftrangers, 

_ employ the latter in the management of your houfe- 

K 2 hold
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hold affairs. No price is adequate to healthful and 

well-educatéd children ; they will amply repay you for 

all the tears, the time, trouble, and- care beftowed on 

them, as well as for the eventual lofles you may fuftain 

for their fakes in your economical concerns. 

Every fenfible mother and prudent houfewife will fo 

arrange her various domeftic occupations, as to enable 

her to pay fufficient attention to the nurfery: nor will 

the faffer her valuable time to be watted by inferiour 

purfuits that can be eafily managed by others. 

CHAPTER XVI 

Reading, Grammar, Languages, Rhetoric, Logic. 

I. 

Bur if our young gentleman has not been inftructed 

in all the fubtilties of logic, you will afk what will 

become of him if he be attacked with the fophiftic 

fubtilty of fome fyllogifm? viz. ‘“ a Weftphalia 

«ham makes a man drink; drink quenches thirft ; 

« therefore a Weftphalia ham quenches thirft ;”” why- 

161 him laugh at it, or borrow fome pleafant evafion, 

and it will be more difcreet to do fo than to go about 

to anfwer it, One offering at this dialectic juggling 

againft Cleanthes, Chryfippus took him hort faying, 

© Referve thefe baubles to play with children, and do 

* not by fuch fooleries divert the ferious thoughts of a 

** man of years.” ‘ 
I 7 : eer i If  
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If thefe “ ridiculous fubtilties,” as Cicero calls 

them, are defigned to poffefs him with an untruth, 

they are dangerous; but if they fignify no more than 

only to make him lavgh, I do not fee why they fhould 

be fo confiderable, that a man need to be fortified 

againft them. ; 

Zeno ufed to fay, that he had two forts of difciples, ட 

one that he ufed to call curiars, to learn things, and 

thefe were his favourites; the other that cared for 

nothing but words. Not that fine {peaking is not a 

very good and commendable quality, but dot fo excel- 

lent and fo neceflary as fome would make it; and I 

am fcandalized that our whole life fhould be {pent in 
nothing elfe. 1 would firft underftand my own lan- 

guage, and that of my neighbours, with whom moft of 
my bufinefs and converfation lies; No doubt but 

Greek and Latin are very great ornaments and of 

very great ufe, but we buy them too dear, Some 

men of the greateft learning and judgment fed to tell 

my father, that the tedious time we apply to the learn- 

ing the tongues of thofe who had them for nothing 

is the fole caufe we cannot arrive at the grandeur of 

foul and perfection of knowledge with the ancient 

Greeks and Romans. My father therefore committed 

me to the care of a German, who was very fluent and a 

great critic in Latin, and this man had me continually 

in his arms, and fpoke to me no other language but 

Latin, fo that by fix years old I fpoke Latin fluently. 

Il. 

A foreign language is only an inftrument conveying 
to us things ufeful to be known. And though a lin- 

Ke guilt
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euift fhould pride himf€lf to have all the tongues that 
Babel cleft the world into, yet if he had not ftudied 

the folid things in them as well as the words and lexi- 

cons, he were nothing fo much to be efteemed a 

Jearned man as any yeoman or tradefman competently 

wife in his mother-dialeét only, Hence appear fo 
many miftakes which have made learning generally 

fo unpleafant and fo unfuece(Sful ; firft, we do amifs to 

fpend feven or cight years merely in fcraping together 

fo much miferable Latin and Greek as might be 
learned otherwife eafily and delightfully in one year. 
And that which cafts our proficiency therein fo much 

behind is our time loft, partly in too oft idle vacancies 

given both to {chools and univerfities, partly in a pre- 

pofterous exaction, forcing the empty wits of children 

to compofe themes, verfes, and orations, which are the 

atts of ripeft judgment and the final work of a head 
well filled by long reading and obferving with elegant 

maxims ahd copious invention. Thefe are not matters 

to be wrung from poor {ftriplings like blood out of 

the nofe or the plucking of unnatural fruit; befides 

the ill habit which they get of wretched barbarizing 
againft the Latin and Greek idiom with their untutored 

Anglicifms, odious to be read, yet not to be avoided 

without a well-continued and judicious converfing 

among pure authors digefted, which they fearce tafte ; 

whereas, if, after fome preparatory grounds of fpeech 

by their certain forms got into memory, they were led 

to the praxis thereof in fome chofen fhort book 

leffoned throughly to them, they might forthwith pro- 

ceed to learn the fubftance of good things and arts in 

due order, which would bring the whole language 
quickly
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quickly into their power. This I take to be the moft 

rational and moft profitablé® way of leatning lan-. 

guages, and whereby we may beft hope to give ac- 

count to God of our youth fpent thereia. And for the 

ufual method of teaching arts, | deem it to be an old 

-errour of univerfities not yet well recovered from the 

{cholaftic groffnefs of barbarous ages, that inftead of 

beginning with arts moft eafy (and thofe be fuch as 

are mof obvious to the fenfe), they prefent their 

young unmatriculated novices at firft coming with the 

intellective abitractions of logic and _metaphyfics ; fo 

that they (having but newly left thofe grammatical 

“ats and fhallows, where they ftuck unfeafonably to 

learn a few words with lamentable conftruction, and 

now on the fudden tranfported under another. climate, 

to’ be toft and turmoiled with their unballafted wits 

in fathomlefs and unquiet deeps of controverfy) do 

for the moft part grow into hatred and contempt of 

learning, mocked and deluded ail this while with 

ragoed notions and babblements, while they expected 

worthy and delightful knowledge; ull poverty or 

youthful years call them importunately their feveral 

ways, and haften thei, with the fway of friends, either 

to an ambitious, or mercenary, OF ignorantly zealous ~ 

divinity: fome allured to the trade of law, grounding 

- their purpofes not on'the prudent and heavenly con- 

templation of jultice and. equity, which was mever 

taught them, but on the promifing and pleafing 

‘thoughts of litigious terms, fat contentions, and flow- 

ing fees: others betake sthem to ftate affairs with 

fouls fo unprincipled in virtue and true generous 

breeding, that flattery, and court-fhifts, and tyrannous 

கல்‌ aphorifms,



136 _ Reading, Grammar, Languages, Se. 

aphorifms, appear to them the higheft points of 
wifdom : inftilling their barren hearts with a confcien- 
tious flavery, if, as I rather think, it be not feigned: 

others, laftly, of a more delicious and airy fpirit, retire 
themfelves (knowing no better) to the enjoyments of 

eafe and luxury, living out their days in feaft and 
jollity ; which indeed is the wifeft and the fafeft courfe 

of all thefe, unlefs they were with more integrity un- 

dertaken. And thefe are the fruits of mifpending our 

prime youth at the fchools and univerfities as we do, 

either in learning mere words, or fuch things chiefly as 

were better unlearned. 

They fhould begin their ftudies with the chief and : 

neceffiary rules of fome good grammar, either that 

~ now ufed or any better; and while this is doing, their 

fpeech is to be falhioned to a diftinét and clear pro- 

nunciation, as near as may be to the Italian, efpe- 

cially in the vowels. For we Englifhmen, being far 

northerly, do not open our mouths in the cold air 

wide enough to grace a fouthern tongue; but we are 

obferved by all nations to {peak exceeding clofe and 

“காப்‌, fo that to fmatter Latin with an Englifh 

mouth is asill as hearing Law-French. 

  

IV. 

“You will wonder perhaps that I put learning laft, 

efpecially if | tell you I think it the leaft part of edu- 

cation. This may feem ftrange in the mouth of a 

bookifh man. When I confider what ado is made 

about a little Latin and Greek, how many years are 

Spent in it, and what a noife and bufinefs it makes to 

no purpofe, I can hardly forbear thinking that the 
2 parents
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parents, of children ftill live. in fear of the {chool- 
mafter’s rod, which they look on as the only inftru-. 

ment of education; as a language or two to be its 

whole bufinefs. How elfe is it polibls that a child 

fhould be chained to the oar feven or ten of the beft 

years of his life to’ get a language or two, which I 

think might be had at a great deal cheaper rate of 
pains and time, and be learned almoft in playing. 

When therefore you confider the breeding of your 

fon, and are looking out for a fchocl-matter or a 

tutor, do not as ufual have Latin and Logic only in 

your thoughts, Learning muft be had but in the 
-fecond place, as fubfervient only to greater qualities 

Seek out fomebody who may know how difcreetly to 

frame his manners; place him in. hands where you 

may as. much as poffible fecure his i innocence ; cherifh | 

and nurfe up the good, gently weed out any bad incli- - 

nations, and fectle him in good habits. — This is the 

main point, and this being provided for, learning may 

be had into the bargain, and that as I think at a very — 

eafy rate. 
‘Inftead of making a tafk of learning to read, chil- 

dren might eafily be cozened into it by way of play. 

In order to teach them their alphabet, an ivory ball 

with twenty-four fides might be procured, and one or 

two letters at a time-pafted on, and then when he is 

perfeét in thefe add another till there be on it the | 

whole alphabet. This 1 would have others play at 

before him till he grows fond of 1 it himfelf, and then 

when he has done ன்‌ ait the ball fhould be pe: by 

that it may not grow ftale to him. 

dn onder, to teach them different fyllables you may 
pafte
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pafte the fix vowels (including Y) on the fix fides of 

- ene die, and the remaining eighteen confonants. on 

three other dice, and then fee what words the children 

can throw at the cafting of thefe four dice. _ Children 

fhould learn ‘the fmall letters firft, and be by no means 

perplexed with the great ones ull they are firlt perfect 

in the {mall ones. Thus much for learning to read, 

‘which let him never be driven to nor chid for, It 1s 

better he fhould be a year later before he can read 

than that he fhould this way get an averfion to 

learning. 

‘As foon as he can begin to முனி, ஜன்மா of ani- 

mals fhould be given him with the printed names 

under, which will invite him to read, and afford him 

matter of inquiry and knowledge. 

To perfect a child’s ftyle, it might not be amifS to 

make him as foon as he is capable of it often tell a 

ftory of any thing he knows, and to correct at firfk 

the moft remarkable faults he is guilty of in his way 

of putting it together.” When that fault is cured then 

fhow him the next, and fo on, till one after another all 

at leaft the grofs ones are mended. When he can re- 

late ftories pretty well, 1¢ may not be amils to make 

him write them; and when he has got pat the faults of 

grammar, if you with to perfec& him yet farther in a 

good ftyle, you may have recourle to Tully, by put- 

ting in practice thofe rules, which that mafter of elo- 

quence gives in his firft book de inventzone. 

After this he fhould be put on writing letters wieh- 

out ftrains of wit and compliment, but taht to’ ex- 

prefs his own plain eafy fenfe without any incoherence, 

confufion, or roughnefs. And to raife his thovghts, 

ae he
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he may have Voiture’s and Tully’s epiftles, as the beft 

patterns whether for buGinefs or amufement. How 

much more important is it to write a letter well, than 

to make themes and Latin verfes, which are of no ufe ~ 

at all, and which rack children’s inventions beyond 

their (trength, and hinder their cheerful ‘progrefs in 

learning the tongues by unnatural difficulties! To 

_ fpeak or write better Latin than Englith may make a 

-man be talked of; but he will find it more to his 

purpofe to exprefs himfelf well in his own tongue that 

he ufes every moment, than to have the vain com- 

mendation of others for a very infignificant quality. 

The Greeks and Romans were daily exercifing them- 

felves in their own language, and had matters to.teach 

that inftead of foreign tongues. 

When a child can fpeak Englith it is time for him 

to learn fome other language. French being a living 

~ Janguage, and to be ufed’ moft in fpeaking, fhould be 

firit learned that the yet pliant organs of fpeech may 

be accuftomed to a due formation of thefe founds, 

and he may get the habit of pronouncing French 

well, which is the harder to be done the longer it is. 

delayed. The beft way to teach it to children is by 

talking it into them by conftant converfation, and not 

by grammatical rules. 

When he can fpeak and read French wall which in. 

this method is ufual in a year or two, he fhould pro- 

ceed to Latin, which *tis a wonder parents, when they 

have had the experiment in French, fhould not think : 

ought topbe learned the’ fame way by talking and 

reading only. But care muft be taken that whilft he 

is learning thefe foreign languages he does not forget 

his Englifh, 
Latin
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Latin I look upon as abfolutely neceflary to a gentle. 
man, but nothing can be more ridiculous than for 4 
father to wafte his own money and his fon’s time in 
fetting him to learn the Roman language, when at the 
fame time he defigns him for a trade, wherein he 

having no ufe for Latin fails not to forget that little 
which he brought from {chool, and which ’tis ten 
to one he abhor for the ill ufage it procured him. — 
Could any one believe that a child fhould be forced to 
learn the rudiments of a language, which he is never 
to ufe in the courfe of life he is defigned to, and neg- 

126 all the while the writing a good hand and cafting 

accounts, which are of great advantage in all con- 

ditions of life, and to moft trades indifpenfably 

neceflary ? ye 
But though thefe qualifications, requifite to trade 

and commerce and the bufinefs of the world, are 

feldom or ever to be had at grammar fchools, yet - 

thither not only gentlemen fend their younger fons 

intended for trades, but even tradefmen and farmers 

fail not to fend their children, though they have neither ' 

the intention or abilities to make them {cholars. 

Jf a man could be got, who, himfelf {peaking good 

‘Latin, would always be about your fon, talk conftantly 

to him, and fuffer him to fpeak or read nothing elfe, 

this would be the true and genuine way which I would 

purpote for a child to get at language, and at the fame 
time he might have his mind and manners formed, and 

alfo be inftruéted in feveral fciences, fuch as a part of ்‌ 

geography, aftronomy, chronology, &c. befides fome 

~ part of hiftory, all which he fhould be taught in the 

Latin or French tongues, ல 

But
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But if fuch a man cannot be got who fpeaks good 

Latin, and being able to inftru@ your fon in thefe 

parts of knowledge will undertake it by this method, 

the next beft way is to have him taught as near this 

way as may be, which is by taking fome eafy and: 

pleafant book, and writing the Englifh ‘tranflation 

‘(made as literal as it can be) in one line, and the 

Latin words which an{wer each of them juft over it in 

another. Thefe let him read every day, over and over 

again, till he perfectly underftands:the Latin, and then 

go on to another fable till he be alfo perfect in that, 

not omitting what he i is already perfect in, but fome- 

times reviewing that to keep it in his memory. When 

he comes to write, Jet thefe be fet him for copies, 

which, with the exercife of his hand, will alfo advance 

him in Latin. 

This being a more imperfect way than by talking 

Latin with him, the formation of the verbs firft, and 

afterwards the declenfions of the nouns and pronouns 

perfecily learned by heart, may facilitate his acquaint- 

ance with the genius and manner of the Latin tongue, 

which varies the fignification of verbs and nouns, not 

as the modern languages do by particles prefixed, but 

by changing the laft 1122 More than this of gram- 

mar I think he need not have, till he can read by 

himfelf SanMii Manervia with Scioppius and Perizonius’s 

notes; = 

When by this way of interlining Latin and Englith 

with one another he has got a moderate knowledge of 

the Latingtongue, he may then be advanced a little 

further in the reading of fome other eafy Latin book, 

fuch as பதின்‌ or Extropins, and to make the reading 

and
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and underflanding of it the lefs tedious and difficult to 
-him, let him help himfelf if he pleafes with the 
Englifh tranflation, Nor-let the objection that he 
will then only know it by rote fright any one. This 
when well confidered is not of any moment againft but 

plainly for this way of learning a language; for lan- 

guages are only to be learned by rote, and a man who | 

does not fpeak Englith or Latin perfectly by rote, fo 

that having thought of the thing he would fpeak of 

his tongue of courfe, without thought of rule or gram- 

mar, falls into the proper expreffion and idiom of that — 

— Janguage, does not {peak 16 well nor is mafter of ic. 

And [ would fain have afy one name to-me that 
tongue, that any ene can learn or {peak as he fhould 

~do by rules of grammar. 
Languages were made not by rules or art, but by 

accident and the common ufe of the people. And he 
that {peaks them well has no other rule but that, nor 

any thing to truft to but his memory and the habit of | 

{peaking after the fathion, learned from thofe that are 

allowed to fpeak them properly, which in other words | 

is only to fpeak by rote. . 

If his fate be to go to fchool to get the Latin 

tongue, it will be in vain to talk to you concerning 

the method I think beft to. be cbferved in fchools; 

you mutt fubmit to that you find there, nor expect to 

‘have it changed for your fon; but yet by all means 

obtain if you can that he be not employed in making — 

‘Latin themes and declamations, and lealt of all verfes 

of any kind. “You may infift on it, if it will do any 

good, that you have no defire to make either a Latin 

orator or poet, but barely would have him underftand 

7 thoroughly 

a 
e
e
d
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thoroughly a Latin author, and that you obferve thofe 

who teach any of the modern languages with fuccefs 

never amule their fcholars to make fpeeches either in 

French or Italian, their bufinefs ‘being language only 

and not invention. A poor lad who has a theme to 

make on fome fubjeét, of which he can have no know- 

ledge, muft fet his invention to rack to fay fomething 

where he knows nothing, which is a fort of Egyptian 

tyranny to bid them to make bricks who have not yet 

any of the materials, and therefore it is ufual in fuch 

cafes for the poor children to go to thofe of the higher 

forms with this petition, “* pray give mea little fenfe,” 

which whether it be more reafonable or more ridi- 

culous is not eafy to determine, 

And where is the ufe of learning to make declama- 

tions and fet fpeeches in a language long fince dead? 

For it cannot be pretended that it will facilitate his 

{peaking well in Englith extempore, 
Another thing very ordinary in grammar-{choels, 

in which I fee no ufe unlefs it be to baulk young lads 

in their way to learning, which in oxy opinion fhould 

be made as pleafant and eafy as may-be, is their being 

forced to learn by heart great parcels of the authors 

which are taught them, wherein 1 can difcover no ad- 

‘vantage-in teaching them a lansuace. Languages are 
oD ம. ல Co 

to ‘be learned by reading and talking, and aot by 

{craps of authors got by heart, which when a man’s_ 

head is ftuffed with he has got the juft furniture of a 

pedant, and it is the ready way to make him one, 

than which there is nothing lefs becoming a gentle- 

man. 

Indeed when a paffage comes in the way, whofe 
. matter
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matter is worth remembrance, and the expreffion of it 

very clofe and excellent, it may not be amifs to lodge 

it in the minds of the young fcholars ; but their learn- 

ing of their leffons. by heart, as they happen to fall out’ 

~ in their books, without choice, is a great, lofs of time, 

and gives them a difauft to their books. Merely learn- 

ing pages of Latin by heart does not make them 
remember other things the better. 

But under whofe care foever a child is put to be 

taught during the tender years of his life, this is cer- 

tain, it fhould be one who thinks Latin and Languages 

the leaft part of education, one who, knowing how 

much virtue and a well-tempered foul are to be pre- 

ferred to any fort of learning or languages, makes it 

his chief bufinefs to form the minds of his fcholars 

and give them a right difpofition, which if once got, 

though all the reft fhould be neglected, would in due 

time produce all the reft, and which if it be not got 

and feitled fo as to keep out ill and vicious habits, 

languages, and {ciences, and all the other accomplith- ' 

ments of education, will be to no purpofe but to make 

the worfe or more dangerous man. 

And indeed whatever ftir there is made about get- 

ting Latin as the great and difficult bufinefs, his 

mother may teach ic him herfelf, if the will but {pend 

two or three hours a day with him, and make him 

read the evangelifts in Latin to her. She need but 

buy a Latin teftament, and having got fomebody to 

mark the laft fyllable but one where it is long, in 

words above two fyllables, (which is enough to regu-- 

Jate her pronunciation, and accenting the words,) read 

daily in the gofpels, and then let her not underftand 

Latin
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Latin if fhe can. After this the may proceed in the 
fame manner with A{op’s fables, Eutropius, and other’ 

Latin books. 1 do not mention this as an imagina— 
tion of what I fancy may be done, but as a thing I 
have known done, and the Latin tongue with eafe got 
this way. Pu 

No one can pafs for a fcholar who is ignorant of 
the Greek tongue; but for a gentleman, as the world 
now goes, Latin and French only are.neceffary ; and 
when he comes to be a-man, if he has a mind to carry 
his ftudies farther and look into. the Greek learning, he 

will then eafily get that tongue himfelf; and if he has 

not that inclination, his learning it under a tutor will 
be but loft labour, and ene of his time and pains 
{pent in that which will be neglected as foon as he is — 
at liberty. ‘he great bufinefs of a tutor is not fo 
much to teach all that is knowable, but to raife in his 
pupil a love and efteem of knowledge, and to put him: 
in the right way of knowing and improving himfelé 
when he has a mind to it. 

There is a great deal more ftir made about gram- 
mar than there needs, and thofe are tormented about 
it, to whom it does not at all belong, I mean children 
at the age wherein they are generally perplexed with 
it in grammar-f{chools. 

There is nothing more evident, than it ee 
-learned by rote ferve well enough for the common 
affairs of life. Nay perfons of quality of the fofter fex, 
who have fpent their time in‘ well-bred company, often 
fpeak with the utmoft elegance and politenefs, without ~ 
knowing what tenfes and participles, adverbs and pre- 
pofitions are. 

VOL. I, Lc Grammar
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_ Grammar fhould certainly be ftudied by all thofe! 
who with to improve their ftyle, and underftand their. 

own country fpeech nicely, but then it fhould be the 

grammar of their mother tongue. Inftead of this, 

young gentlemen are forced to learn the grammars of 
foreign and dead languages, and are never once told of 

the grammar of their own tongue, which is never pro- 

poled to them as worthy of care and cultivating, — 
though they have daily ufe for it. Thofe who apply 

themfelves to the-ftudy of the learned languages, who 

pique themfelves upon their fkill in them, and would 

be critically exact in them, ought carefully to ftudy 
the grammar of them; but thofe who wifh only for a 
general knowledge of thefe languages may without 

fludying the grammar underftand them fufficienily for 

their purpofe. : 

You will then afk, when grammar fhould be taught? 

I reply, if grammar fhould be taught at any time, it 
muft be to one who can {peak the language already ; 

how elf can he be taught the grammar of it. Indeed 

I do not fee how it can reafonably be made"the fub- 

ject of any one’s ftudy but as an introduétion to 

rhetoric, and when it is thought time to put any one 

upon the care of polifhing his tongue, then is the — 

time for him to be inftructed in the rules of grammar 

and not before. When any one finds in himfelf a 

neceffity or difpofition to ftudy any foreign language 
to the bottom and to be really exact in the knowledge. 

of it, it will be time enough to take a grammatical 

furvey of it. 

Young people receive little advantage fears, the 

ftudy of rhetoric or logic; for I feldom or never 
_obleryed
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ebferved any one get the {kill of reafoning well:or 
fpeaking handfomely by ftudying thefe- rules. which. 

_they pretend to teach; and therefore [ would have z 
young gentleman take a view of them inthe fhorteft 
fyftems.that can be found, without: dwelling long on 
the contemplation and ftudy® of thofe formalities. 
Right reafoning is founded on fomething elfe than the, 
predicaments and predicables, and does not confift in 

talking in mode and figure itfelf. To reafon well, let 
him read Chillingworth; and to fpeak well; let him 

be*converfant with Tully, to: give him the true idea of 

eloquence; and let him read thofe things that are: 

well written in Englifh, ‘to perfect his aes in’ the: 
purity of our language. 

If the ufe and end of right eatiolie be to have 

right notions and a right judgment of things, to diftin= 

guith between truth and falfehood, right and wrong, 
and to act accordingly, be fure not to let your fon be 

bred up in the art and formality of difpute, either 

practifing it himfelf or admiring it in others; unlef- 

Ainftead’ of an able man you defire to have him an 

infignificant wrangle. ர 
  

V. 

_ Teach your daughters to read and write corre@ly. 
Tt is very difgraceful yet very common to fee polite 

and well-bred women who cannot even read well, 
They either hefitate or fing out their words, inftead , 
of which they ought to red in a fimple and natural . 
kee firm and {mooth tone of voice. 

* Womén are ftill more grofsly deficient in the’ 
article of fpelling, and _in the manner of forming and, 

ர 1, 2 joining
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joining their letters i in writing. Accultom your daugh- 
ters, therefore, at leaft to keep their lines even, and to 
make their letters neat and. legible. Girls: ought alfo 
to underftand the grammar of their native tongue. It 
is not neceflary to teach them all the rules as boys , 
learn them at fchool. By habituating them not to ufe 
one tent for another, but to make ule of proper epi- 
thets and exprefs themfelves clearly, methodically, 

and concifely, you will render them capable when 
married of teaching their own children to fpeak cor- 
rectly.- We know that the mother of the Gracchi 
greatly contributed by the care fhe took of their edu- 

cation to improve the eloquence of her fons, who 

were afterwards fuch great men. ்‌ 

It is generally thought neceflary for young women 

of high rank to learn Italian * and Spanifh, but I do 
not know any thing more ufelefs than thefe ftudies, 

* Thefe remarks on the Italian language are perhaps equally 
juft at the prefent day, no material change having taken place in 

the general charater of Italian literature fince the time of Fenelon. 

Can it be defirable for young ladies in the middle ftation of life to 
wafte their time on the acquifition of Italian, merely to read the 
poets (the beft of which have been tranflated into Englifh), while 

there are fo many excellent works in their own language, with 
which they are often entirely unacquainted, and fo many interefting 

and ufeful’ ftudies to which they have no leifure to attend? Young 

people who léarn Italian chiefly read tranflations from French or 
Englith authors, till they have made fufficient progre‘s in ‘the lan- 

guage to tafle the beauties of the Italian poets, as I believe there 

are very few celebrated profe works in that language, efpecially in 

the Belles Lettres. 

But perhapsit may be faid, that'Ttalian is at ரன்‌ fo fashionable, 
that every lady muff learn it, efpecially if likely ever to be en- 

gaged in education. In reply to this I fhall only obferve, that if 
thi ftudy is neither ufefal nor ornamental, the lefs it is taught the 

better. Ed... 
qo ம்‌ unlefs
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unlefs they are. likely to travel. Befides, thefe two 

languages will ferve no purpofe but that of reading 

dangerous books, which are likely to increafe the 

faults women are moft t fubject to, fo that in my opinion: 

they do more harm than good. Thofe who with to 

ftudy the beauties of ftyle will find many more chafte 

and perfect models in Latin than in Italian or Spanifh} 

but I would only teach Latin to. young women of * 

frong fenfe and modefly of behaviour, who would make 
a proper ufe of it without giving way to vain curio- 

Gity, and who, concealing what they had learned, would _ 

only purfue it for their own improvement. 

If you have feveral children, you may aceuftom 

them by degrees to reprefent the different characters 

in the ftories they have read, with a view to improv- 

ing their flyle in converfation. One may be Abraham 

and the other Ifaac, and thefe reprefentations will de- 

light them more than any other amufement. It will 

teach them to think and talk on grave fubjects with 

pleafure, and will indelibly கட்‌ thefe: hiftories in 

their memories. 

  

=! த வதக்க 

The Romans have taught us by their application 

to the ftudy of their own language, what we fhould do 

for the attainment of ours. With them children were 

habituated to purity of fpeech from their cradle. This 

was confidered as the firft and moft effential care next 

to their morals, and was particularly recommended to, 

‘mothers, nurfes, and fervants. ட்‌ 

In teaching Latin, if we confult good fenfe, it feems 

natural to begin by tranflating it into our native 

L 3 tongue.
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tongue. For before any one can write good Latin 

he muft be acquainted with the idioms, pbrafes, and. 

fyntax of the language, and fhould have acquired a 

' confiderable variety of words, which he ought t not of 

- to underftand but know how to. apply. காக்கு Cis 

A pupil whovhas yet no knowledge of Latin thould 

~ begin with learning the declenfions, conjugations, and 

- ‘moft general rules of fyntax. When he is welt eftab- 

lifhed and familiarized to thefe principles by fre- 

quent repetitions, he mutt be fet to explain fome eafy 

author, and proceed at firft by flow degrees, ranging 

all the words in their natural order, and giving an ac- 

count of every gender, number, perfon, tenfe; zc. ap- 

plying ali the rules he has feen, and in படர்‌ as 

he advances taking in others. a 

It is an important maxim throughout the whole 

‘courfe of his ftudies, and more efpecially in the pre- 

fent cafe, to do well whatever is to be done; to teach 

thoroughly what is to be taught, indelibly to incul- 

€ate principles and rules, and not to be too hafty in 

palling to higher and more pleating objects which are : 

lefs proportioned to his ftrength. A rapid and fuper- 

ficial method may pleafe the parents and prove bene- 

ficial to the mafters, as it exhibits their fcholars' to 

more advantage ; but inftead of improving them it 

keeps them back, and often prevents their making 

any progrefs whatever in their ftudies. The இம்‌ 

rudiments of the fciences like the foundations of a 

building mutt be folid and deep, or the fuperftructure 

will foon give way. It is better for children to know 

but little, si they know that little thoroughly. and per- 

manently. They will learn faft enough, if they: learn | 

well. 
His At
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At their firft fetting out | make no fcruple to de- 

eaib, they fhould fcarcely ever be required to write 

exerciiés, which only torment the pupil with irkfome 

andvufelefs labour, and give him a difguft for fludy, * 

by caufing him, from the generality of mafters, much 

blame and corretion. The faults he commits in 
his exercifes being very frequent and almoft in- 
evitable,» he muft be as frequently corrected for 

them’; “whereas the explanation and tranflation of 
authors, where nothing is to be produced out of his 

own ‘head, would fpare him much trouble ட 
punifhment. 

I muft advife mafters an are employed 4 in giving 

children their firft inftruétions, to be very careful to 

make them explain or repeat their leffons in a natural 

tone, | mean the tone ufed in common converfation. 

I know by experience with what difficulty this fault is 
corrected, and how apt they are ever to retain fome- 

thing of it in their pronunciation.. The mafter fhould 
alfo be careful after every explication to require an 

account from the fcholar of all he has been faying, 

Sometimes this examination may be deferred till the 

next morning, by which delay the tutor may better 

difcoyer whether his pupil has been attentive. ்‌ 

When children have made fome little progrefs_ in 

Latin, and have been fome time accuftomed to con- 

ftrue it, I think the writing. exercifes may be very 

ufeful,. provided thefe are not too frequently required, 

efpecially'at firft. For thus pupils will be obliged to 

apply and praétife the rulés that have been often, ver- 
bally explained.to them, which will fix them deeper - 

in their minds, and alfo afford them an opportunity of 
: L4 employing
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employing ; all the words and phrafes they have been 

led to notice in the explication of authors, And it is 

defirable their exercifes fhould generally be taken from 

the authors that have been explained to them, ass 

this will furnifh them with expreffions and phrafes 

already known, which they fhould apply according to 
the rules of fyntax. - 

Quintilian advifes to defer reading comedies 

till the morals are fecure. Thofe of Terence are 

particularly objectionable, not only on account of 

many paflages plainly offenfive to modefty, but of the — 

fubftance of the. pieces themfelves, which under the 
pureft and moft elegant diction conceal a poifon the 

more pernicious, as it is the more fubtle and does not 

alarm the chafte ear with thofe grofs ob{cenities com- 

monly obfervable in Plautus. - க 

Many parts of Tully are too obfcure for alten and 
I would therefore recommend that ftories and maxims - 

be extracted from the beft Latin authors, rather than 

perplex boys with what they cannot underftand. Thus 

alfo in reading Livy a mafter might verbally relate 

the fubftance of the. moft tedious parts, ‘and dwell 

longer on thofe great events which are-more pleafing 

and better calculated to improve the underftanding. 
As to talking Latin, I do not comprehend how boys 

can be. expected to talk a language they do not’ 

underftand, and to which they are abfolute ftrangers. 

Ufe alone may fuffice for living languages, but not for 

~ the dead, which cannot well be taught but by means ன 

of rules and reading the claffics, 
Befides, if children talk with one .another, is there 

the leaft reafcn to expect they fhould be able-to ex- 
prefs 

=
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prefs, themfelvts in a correct and elegant manner ? 

How many improprieties, barbarifms, and folecifms 

would efcape them! And can this ever teach them the 
purity of the Latin tongue? > 

Befides if they are obliged conftantly to talk Latin, 
what will become of their mother tongue? Is it rea-- 

fonable to neglect and give it-up for the fake of a 
foreign language? But the greateft inconvenience is, 

that this cuftom in fome meafure cramps the genius, 
by laying boys under a conf{traint which hinders them 

from expreffing themfelves with freedom. One of 

the principal duties of a good mafter is to accuftom 

: youth to think, reafon, afk queftions, propofe difficul- 

ties, and {peak with accuracy. And is this practicable 1 

in a foreign. tongue? Or are there many mafters even 

capable of doing it themfelves? It. does not follow, 

however, from what I have faid, that this cuftom 

‘fhould be entirely neglected, as talking Latin with 

eafé is fometimes very ufeful, particularly in foreign 
‘countries, but then it fhould not’ be begun too early. 
“Ig’ would be well for mafters now and then to afk 

: “queftions in Latin, and require the fcholars to anfwer 

them; and they might alfo introduce fome Latin in - 

their. converfation with the, boys, which would be 

ufeful both to the matter and the {cholars. 

Before I lay down any rules for learning Greek, I 
think it proper to obferve, that this is the eafieft and 

fhorteft of all the ftudies taught at fchool, and the moft 
fure of fuccefs, as I have feldom obferved any to fail 

who have ferioufly attended:to it. One hour daily fet 
apart for this’purpofe is enough to give a youth of 
tolerable capacity a competent knowledge of Greek | 

before he leaves {chool, 

  

The



[x பத 

154 Reading; Grammar, Languages, (Se. 

_« The cuftom of feveral-fehools of placing the whole 
ye this ftudy in, writing Greek exercifes has doubtlefS 

eccafioned the almoft general averfion- for Greek 

which formerly prevailed. ‘The univerfity is now. 

aware, that the ufe of that language being reduced to 
the reading Greek authors, (as there is feldom:any ~ 
oceafion to write or fpeak it,) the ல்‌ fhould 

principally apply to tranflations. =. ee? 

The fir object of the matter டர es to ர்‌ 
his pupils to read: Greek well, accuttoming them: to the 

pronunciation ufed by the’univerfity and carneftly 76 

commended by the learned. I mean to pronounce’ as 

they write, without requiring the affiftance of the eyes 

  

as well-as the ears to underftand what others read. 

When they have mtade fome’ little” progrefs, they 

fhould be taught to write Greek neatly and corredtly, 
‘to diftinguith the different forms of the letters and fyl- 
lables,. their connexions, and abbreviations ; and there- _ 

fore. the moft -beautiful ‘editions fhould be fet before 

them, and if pofible they fhould be permitted to fee 

the ancient manufcripts in the libraries, the beauty of 

which fometimes furpaffes the beft printed copies, 

When they can read Greek telerably well they muft be 

taught the grammar, which fhould be fhort-and clear, 

in their own. tongue, and printed in large characters. 

Matters will eafily diftinguith what part of the gram- 

mar fhould firft be taught, and what referved for riper 

years. They cannot too much infift at firft fetting 

out on their learning the rudiments, and efpecially 

the declenfions and -conjigations. Boys fhould be | 

frequently exercifed in the formation ‘of the tenfes, 

and repeat them fometimes » in their grammatical 

- natural
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natural order, and fometimes backwards; always giv- 

ing a reafon for their various changes, and சறட 

the rules. ’ 

If the pupils are not very young, ane have side 

fome progrefs in Latin, this exercife need not employ 

above two or three months; after which they may. be 

taught to conftrue St. Luke’s gofpel; but muft at firit 

proceed flowly and be long kept to a frequent repeti- 
tion of the rudiments. Half an hour each day em- 

ployed on this*ftudy will be fufficient during the firft 

two years. They may afterwards tranflate fome of 

Lucian’s Dialogues and felect paflages from Herodotus 

or Xenophon’s Cyropedia, with fome «pieces: of 

-Tfecrates. After this they may read paflages: = 
Plutarch and Homer, 

  

Vil. 

{ muft be careful of {peaking againft Latin, but T 

would only wifh you to confider, that eight or ‘ten 

years are ufually devoted to the ftudy of a lanouage 

which children have no defire to learn, and which is fo 

dry and uninterefting, that it gives them a diftafte for 

reading and ftudy during the remainder of their lives. 

The chief reafon advanced by thofe who maintain the 

ufefulnefs of the Latin tongue is, that it is a univerfal 

language, and that it enables ‘us to read’ the beft 

works in their original language, which 15 much finer 

and more inftru@tive than any tranflations. I fhall not 

pretend to refite'this argument, bur fhall only obferve 
that the beft Latin works are certainly very well 

tranflated, and very few..young men ever read Latin 
படட Perhaps after eight or ten years applica- 

ழ்‌ tion
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tion fome few pupils may be able to read Virgil, 
Horace, and fome other authors, but without the affift- 

ance of commentaries and tranflations they ftill find 

it dificult to underftand them. ‘Can you then think ~ 

their time has been well fpent, and are there not many — 

other things of much more importance ? Not that I 

would entirely exclude Latin, but T would not make it 

- the chief obje€ of attention in education. I would at 

firft devote to it one hour a day, by which a pre- 

ceptor may foon judge of his pupil’s capacity and in- — 

clination for this fort of ftudy. But without paying 

any attention to their abilities they ufually hurry them 

on and fatigue them with learning, till they arrive at 

an age when they are fet free from all this reftraint, 

which they quit with extreme pleafure, having ac- 

quired fo great a diflike for Latin that they foon for- 

get it. If a pupil has fufficient inclination and proper 

abilities for learning it, a preceptor fhould know 

‘how to direct his ftudies, remembering that a great ~ 

part of our lives mult be devoted to the ftudy of 

Latin to enter into all the niceties and difcover all the 

beauties of the language. Sia 

The reading both the ancient and modern poets 

and hiftorians is extremely ufeful; but in the manner 

in which it is ufually done,- the preceptors only think 

of loading children’s memories, and do not pay any at- 

tention to forming their minds or their hearts. They 

teach them faéts, without leading them to obferve 

which are virtuous and ufeful, and which immoral and 

prejudicial, . 

I know
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IX. 

I know no occafion.a youth can have to be obliged 
to get any thing by memory in learned er foreign lan- 
guages, except the declenfions of a fet of examples, a 
few phrafes, and rules of conftructions, which lat may 

_ be learned in Englifh. The memory may be to much 
greater advantage furnifbed with what may be of real 
ufe in life, than with crabbed grammar rules, or with 

heaps of Latin or Greek verfe. As to making Latin 
or Greek themes or verfes I would as foon have a fon 

of mine taught to dance on a rope. Tranflations from 

foreign languages into Englith improve youth at once 

in orthography, in writing, in flyle, and fentiment. 

If they were to fpeak ‘fuch tranflations corre€ted by 
the mafter by way of orations before their parents, I 
fhould think the end of improving their elocution and 

giving them courage to fpeak in. public might be 

thereby much better attained, than by being taught ° 

either to act plays in a dead language, or to rant ina 
theatrical manner Englith tragedies. To fpeak a grave 

fpeech with proper grace and dignity may be of ufe 

in real life. The rant of the ftage can never be ufed 
off the ftage, and practifing it in youth has often pro- 
duced very bad effects, 

—_ லம வவ, 

XK. 
The fons of the lower orders of tradefmen have no 

occafion for Latin. It may be urged that a complete 
knowledge of the Englifh cannot be acquired without 

Latin; but with due refpect I beg leave to diffent 

from this. I have feen a good Latin {cholar greatly 

deficient
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deficient in the knowledge of Englifh, and a very 

correct Englifh fcholar who did not know a word of - 
Latin. But grammatical rules are not frilly the pro- 

vince of boys in common life, and much may “be 

_done without them. A good. matter will enable them 

to read well, at the fame time that he makes them 

acquainted with the fubje€t. He will teach them the ~ 

different types, why a Roman, why an Tralic letter is’ 

ufed ; where the accent is to be laid « on different words, 

and on the fame word in different fenfes, where 

capital letters are to be ufed, and why, the different 

flops, the cadence or falling of the voice in ending | a 

fentence or paragraph, and where to lay the emphafis 

on every expreffion fo as to give it its utmoft energ ey. 

Farther, he will teach his fcholars to keep clofe to 

nature, and not fuffer them to borrow a whine, a tone » 

of voice from that almoft univerfal deftroyer of nature, 

 Affettation. He will fhow them, that the only thing 

that can be granted in this cafe is a little elevation of 

the voice in reading above {peaking ; and that’ they” 

read beft, who would be fuppofed to be உ. were 

a blind man the hearer. 

Befides thefe, the mafter will fiow his fcholars; 

that in order to fpeak to perfection they muft obferve 

_the language of their fuperiors, and ‘he will enable 

them to diftinguifh a bad ftyle from a good one, 

whence they will infenfibly learn gender, number, 

café, perfon, mood, tenfe, with many other things re- 

lating to grammar, withopt once {uppofing they are 

acquiring. them. Secondly, he will direct’ them in 

the choice of fuch books, ag will give them a double 

relith for reading by the படட of the language 

they 
ச்‌ ஆ
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- they are written in. And laftly, he will ‘recommend 

their “feeking opportunities of | hearing their betters” 

read, that they may complete by imitation what in- 

ftrudtion had laid the foundation of. But if boys of 
this defcription muft learn grammar, it may be taught 

in Englifh as well as in Latin, 1 know that innocent’ 

well-meaning people are’ often mifled in educating 

their children, and have heard many fay, that a boy 

muft learn Latin to enable him to fpell Englith; but 

this is a vulgar errour, and henceforward | hope it 

will be removed, 
-French is now fo univerfally fpoken, that it is ufefal 

for tradéfinen of all kinds if they have an opportunity 

of learning it, but they fhould by no means negleét 

their mother tongue in order to acquire it. 

  

3. 

The ufual way of teaching boys rhetoric is very 

abfurd. What extravagant folly to exercife them in 

the art of fpeaking without their having any thing to” 

fay ; to endeavour to make them feel, while feated on 

their forms at {chool, the language of the paffions, and. 

all the energy of the art of perftiafion, when no one is 

prefent whom they are interefted to ‘convince or per- 

fuade.. All the rules of rhetoric appear to me to be 

mere nonfenfe to thofe who do not ufe them for fome . 

fpecific objeét. What is the advantage of a {cholar’s 

merely knowing how Hannibal addreffed his foldiers 

‘when he perfuaded them to, pafs the Alps? If inftead’ 
of thefe pompous harangues you would tell him what 

' language to ufe when he wifhed his tutor to grant 

him-a holiday, he would, be more attentive to your 

inftructions. 
Children
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Children have little or no expreffion or energy in 
the tone of their voice, and my pupil’s manner of 

fpeaking will be ftill more uniform and fimple; becaufe, 
his paffions not being yet awakened, they will not unite 

their language with his own and give energy to his 
expreffions. Do not then teach children to recite — 

fpeeches out of plays, do not let them declaim. My | 

pupil will have too much good fenfe to be able to 

give a proper emphafis to things he cannot under- 

ftand, or to affect to feel fentiments of which perhaps’ 
he will never approve. I fhall only teach him to 

fpeak with a clear fmooth voice, to articulate well, to 

pronounce correctly, but without affeCtation; to know 

and follow the rules of grammar and profody, to fpeak 

loud enough to be underftood, but never to exalt his 

voice more than neceflary. 

  

17. 

_ How ridiculous it is to oblige children to learn rules 
of grammar by rote without underftanding them! 
The cuftom of teaching Latin by a grammar written 

in Latin is the extreme of abfurdity, as it abfolutely 

exceeds the capacity of children. It were far better 

to learn Latin like other languages by converfation 

and practice. Not that I doubr the utility of gram- 
mar, for it informs us of the laws by which words 
are combined into fentences; but this body of laws is 

only adapted to thofe who underftand them, and not 

to children. 1am therefore of opinion, that a gram- 
mar fhould not be put into their hands, till they can 
readily fpeak and underftand Latin, . -. 

It:
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It cannot be alleged that grammar will then be 

-needlefs, fince it will help to improve their ftyle and 
‘guide them in doubtful cafes. ்‌ 

In the loweft forms, therefore, children fhould learn 

the. vocabulary, in the next tranflate from Latin, in ~ 

the higher tranflate out of their mother tongue into 

Latin, in the uppermoft form be taught grammar, 

and during the whole period they fhould conftantly 

fpeak Latin. 

As J have cenfured the ufual method of teaching 

children Latin, it may be afked, whether it is generally 

neceflary to learn that language. In this I would 

make a diftinction between children intended for the 

learned profeffions and mechanics: the former muft 

neceffarily learn it, but not the latter. TI am not, how- - 

ever, averfe to children not defigned for fcholars learn- 

ing a little Latin, but think time too precious to be 

thrown away on fuch ufelefs objects as Latin and 

Greek prove to them. It would be more credit- 
able to learn to exprefs themfelves well, and write a 

good letter in their mother tongue. Nor can I ap- 

prove the ufual method of teaching them to write 

letters according to the abfurd, ftiff, formal rules of 

the editors of letters. By fuch means the ftyle of 

thofe who poffefs a lively imagination is fpoiled, and 

the dull and ftupid not improved. In my opinion a 

child fhould never have letters written for him to 

copy, but be made carefully to read good models of 

letter-writing, and then draw up a letter himfelf and 

couch his thoughts in a polite and well-connected 

manner, while the mafter fhould fhow him the faults 

with mildnefs, and let him repeat his attempts till he 

fucceeds. 

VOL: Ile M It
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It may be faid, children not defigned for the learn- 

ed profeffions are taught Latin and Greek with no 

other view, than to prevent their running idly about 

before they have acquired fufficient ftreneth for 

: manual employments. But 1 will point out in 

what manner they may be employed - to great ad- 

vantage. Let them be conftantly kept to writing . 

and arithmetic, and in particular let attention be paid 

to their orthography, or fpelling, a moft neceflary 

qualification, and too commonly neglected at fchools, 

Then fet them to read ufeful books written in a pure 

and intelligible ftyle, the fubject of which may be 

ufeful to them in future life. Among fuch works 

I reckon natural hiftory and natural philofophy, fo 

far as they contain ufeful experiments free from high 

mathematical difquifitions ; alfo well-written books 

on, economics and on the nature of the human body, 

particularly fach as contain good dietetic rules. Let — 

them alfo learn ‘to diftinguith the principal herbs; 

but above all be taught the ufe of the rule and 

compafies, on which occafion drawing muft not be 

forgotten ; and when they haye learned the principal 

parts of geometry, let them be initiated in the me- 

chanical fciences. 

One more occupation remains, whichai is the moft 

neceflary of all; to vifit various artifts and manu- 

facturers during feyeral days, to obferve their. manner 

of working, and the tools they ufe. Let them after- 

wards note down the moft important operations, and 

_ give an account of them‘ in fchool, ‘The arts and 

trades are members which together conftitute one 

body, and have a conftant reciprocal influence on each 

other.
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other. Amid fuch ufeful occupations the time will be 

rather too fhort. than too long, and the heads of chil- 

dren, inftead of being crowded with things they muft - 

afterwards forget, will be ftored with ideas that may: 

prove beneficial to them through life. 

aE 

111. 

Nothing, I apprehend, can be more erroneous than 

to begin the ftudy of what may be termed the Art Of 

Reading with poetry chiefly. For by the flow and 

harmony of the numbers a learner is carried infenfibly 

into the repetition of thofe mufical tones that chance 

to feize the ear with particular delight; from which 

the voice once got into the fame ftrain cannot with- 

out a ftruggle perfuade itfelf to break way; a princi- 

pal fource, of the evil of monotony, wh€re it has not 

been contracted by bad example, and where the fenfe 

of an author is underftood or attended to: where it is 

not, the proper emphafis cannot be expected. 

Now to prevent or remedy this prevailing eviJ, the 

mott likely method I conceive would be to begin with 

frequently reading aloud thofe productions in profe, of 

“which the ftyle is plain and eafy, fuch as unadorned 

narratives, fhort ftories, familiar epiftles, but princi- 

pally thofe that approach neareft to the language of 

converfation, fuch as dialogues and the beft dramatic 

writings; mixing for a confiderable time nothing that 

is verfified, and endeavouring to fupport the voice with 

firmnefs and fimplicity till’you have formed a habit of 

fo doing. Then by flow and almoft imperceptible 

progreffion you fhould advance to what is more 

்‌ M 2 varied,
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varied, rhetorical, and raifeds fiich:as allegofies, ofas 

tions, moral and religious difcourfes, and eflays of the 

pathetic kind, together with the moft beautiful and 

elevated. parts of Holy Writ; keeping to thefe till 

your voice has acquired flexibility, expreffion, and 

energy. After repeated and patient: efforts in this 

way you may proceed with fuccefs to reading and re- 

citing pieces of poetry in different ftyles, fetting out 

with thofe where there is leaft, and rifine eradually to 

thofe where there ‘is moft of the tender, the im- 

paffioned, and the fublime. Need I add that all this 

fhould be praétifed in the frequent, hearing and under 

the kind animadverfion of an experienced judge ? 

But perhaps you think the practice too laborious 

and troublefome. Do you? Go, then, trifler, and be 

afhamed of thy folly. To negieét the Rudy of thy 

native Englifh, the fkilful_ufe of which joined to fen- — 

~timent and knowledge would render thy converfation 

charming, and yet contentedly to puzzle thy filly 

head with learning a little imperfect French, which it 

is a hundred to one if ever thou fhalt have occafion to 

ufe! How prepofterous and futile! To the language 

lat named I am no enemy; I only blame its occupy- 

ing fo laree a place in the female education of this 

country. For women of rank the fafhion has made it 

neceflary. But what can be more ridiculous than to 

fee our city girls, not excepting the daughters of plata 

tradefmen and honeft mechanics, taught for years to- 

ether at great expenfe a ‘{mattering of that which 

foon after they leave the boarding-fchool is generally 

forgotten; while they are left ignorant of the fupe- 

riour beauties and juit pronunciation of their mother- 

tongue ? : 

: A knowledge
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XIV. . 

A knowledge of the French tongue is now fo unt- 

verfal that it cannot be difpenfed with in the education 

_ of a gentlewoman ; and indeed it opens a large field of 

entertainment and improvement to the mind. I be- 

lieve there are many more agreeable books of female 

literature in French than in any other lancuage; and 

as they are not lefs commonly talked of than Enelith 

books, you mutt often feel mortified in company if you 

are too ignorant to read them, Italian would be eafily 

learned after French, and if you have leifure and op- 

portunity may be worth your gaining, thoughtin your 

. ftation of life itis by no means neceflary. 

As to the learned languages, though I refpect ee 

abilities and application of thofe ladies who have at- 

tained them and who make a modett and proper 

ufe of them, yet I would by no means advife you, 

or any woman who is not ftrongly impelled by a par- 

ticular genius, to engage in fuch ftudies. The labour 

~ and time which they require are generally incompatible 

with our natures and proper employments ; the real 

knowledge which they fupply is not effential, fince the 

Englifh, French, or Italian tongues afford tolerable 

tranflations of all the moft valuable productions of 

antiquity, befides the multitude of original avthors 

which they furnifh; and thefe are much more than fuf- 

ficient to ftore your mind with as many ideas as you 

will know how to manage. | he danger of pedantry 

and prefumption in a woman, of her exchanging the 

graces of imagination for the feverity and precifenefs 

of a {cholar, would be I own {ufficient to frighten me. 

M 3 from
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from the ambition of feeing my girl remarkable for 
learning. 

  

XVI. 

It is of great importance for every one to {peak 
and write their own language correctly and elegantly. 
In order to this, young people fhould get an habitual 

but unaffected purity, correétnefs, and elegance of 

ftyle'in their common converfation ; they thould feek 

for the beft words, and take care to reje€t improper, _ 

inexpreffive, and vulgar ones. They fhould read the 

greateft mafters of oratory, both ancient and modern, 

and obferve their choice of words, their harmony of 

diétion, and their method; they fhould never ceafe 

improving and refining their ftyle upon the beft 

models, till at laft they become models of eloquence . 

themfelves, which by care it is in every man’s power 

to be. If they fet out upon this principle, and keep 

it conftantly in their mind, every company they go 

into and every book they read will contribute to their 

improvement, either by fhowing them what to imitate 

or what to avoid. Are they to give an account of any 

thing to a mixed company? Are they to endeavour to. 

perfuade either manor woman? This principle fixed 

in their minds will make them carefully attend to the 

choice of their words and to the clearnefs and har- 

mony of their diction. Whenever they doubt of the 

propriety or elegancy of a word, they fhould fearch 

the di€tionary or fome good author for it. So long 

ago as when I was at Cambridge, whenever I read 

pieces of eloquence, I ufed to write down the fhining ae 

paflages, and then tranflate them as well and as 
elegantly
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elegantly as ever 1 could; if Latin or French, into 

Englith ; if Englifh, into French. Perhaps the belt 

way to acquire a good ftyle is to lay down a. rule, to 

tranflate every day only three or four lines from any 

book in any language into the correéteft and moft ele- 

gant Englith that is pofible. It cannot be imagined how 

this will infenfibly form the ftyle and’ give an habitual 

elegance without taking up more than a quarter of an 

hour a day. I am not of the opinion generally enter= 

tained in this country, that man lives by Greek and 

~ Latin alone; that is, by knowing a great many words 

of two dead languages, which nobody living knows 

perfeétly, and which are of no ufe in the common in- 

tercourfe of life. Ufeful knowledge in my opinion 

confifts of modern languages, hiftory, and geography ; த 

fome Latin may be thrown into the bargain in com- 

pliance with cuftom and for clofet amufement. 

  

XVIII. ‘ 

When the pupil begins to attend to Englifh gram- 

mar, the order, connexion, and agreement of words in 

a fentence fhould be fully illuftrated by attending to 

and explaining the rules of fyntax. This part of 

‘grammar cannot be too much inculcated. The pupil 

fhould hardly pafs a day without a proper exercife of 

this kind. Let him be frequently employed in turning 

verfe into profe, and examples of bad Englifh into 

good; in pointing out the different conftructions of 

the fame word, and the various modes of exprefling 

the fame thought with propriety and elegance. 

To negleé&t the Englith in a too early or too eager 

purfuir of any other language, efpecially the Latin, is a 

Me, fault
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fault that cannot be too much reprobated. Thes 
mothér-tongue as the moft eafy and ufeful, at leaft in 
common life, is the frft to be cultivated; and we may 
டப்ப to fay, that where it is not, a thorough know- — 
ledge of it is: {carcely attainable. We therefore give 

it aS our opinion, that where a liberal education is not 

intended, the two or three years ufually {pent ih the. 
Latin form would be much more weeny கேட்க 

Englith. ல்‌ ; 

  

XIX. ne 

A century or two ago, when almoft every book 
that was worth reading was in Latin or Greek, all _ 

perfons, who were educated with a view to improve 
their minds in any kind of literature, were under a 

neceffity of being made thoroughly acquainted with 

thofe languages, which have therefore obtained the ex- 

clufive title of the /earned tongues. At prefent the ftate 
of things is very different: almoft all valuable know- 
ledge is to be found in modern languages; and if a 

perfon communicates his thoughts to the public, it is 
in the fame channel. 

This change of ‘circumftanees ought certainly to 
make a change in our plans of education, and the only ° 

queftion is, what that change fhould be, and bow far 

it fhould ‘extend. That the ftudy, of the: atin and 

ereek tongues is fal of great importance to perfons 

of any liberal profeffion ‘cannot be denied, many of 

the books in ‘which they muft be converfant ‘being 

written-ia them; and thovgh it is true that we have 

tranflations of every thing that is moft valuable from 

them, yet a perfon who has leifure and ability will not 

es be 
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be fatisfied without having it in his power to judge of 
the accuracy of fuch tranflations, and of reading the 

originals himfelf, efpecially if they be’ admired for the 

excellence of their compofition. Befides it is abfo- 

lutely neceffary that Chriftian minifters fhould be well 
acquainted with the language ia which the Scriptures 
are written, But as writing Latin is now of little 

confequence, even to a profefied fcholar, it feems un- 

neceflary to infift upon it in a courfe of general edu- 

cation any farther than it may be thought ufeful in” 

order to a perfect knowledge of that language. ~ 

Nothisg more is neceflary with re(pect to latin 

and efpecially greek verfification, in a courfe of in- 

ftru@tion, than to be taught the rules of it. It can 

never be worth while to torment a hundred boys with 

making latin verfes for the fake of perhaps one of . 

them, who may chufe to amufe himfelf in that way 

afterwards. 

To perfons in trade or manufacturers the know- 

ledge of Latin or Greek is certainly of no direct ufe ; 

and yet if 2 man be intended to be any thing more 

than a mere tradefman or manufacturer, if it be wilhed 

that he {pend any part of his time in reading, even 1A 

his: own tongue (which is certainly of the greateft 

confequence to every perfon, even in the lowelt ranks 

of life, and efpecially to perfons of any degree of opus 

Jence) fome inftruction in Latin is very uleful. There 

is fo much Latin in the Baglith tongue, that a very .ac- : 

. curate knowledge jof the one can hardly be attained 

without fome knowledge of the other. Alfo the learn- 

ing of one language and the comparing it with 

anor is a very ufeful exercife, and is an excellent 
“introduction
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introduétion to that moft important knowledge, which 

relates to the accurate diftinGtion of ideas which are — 

exprefied by words. : ae 

_If languages be learned at all, it is bef to apply to 

them .at a time when the mind is not diftrated with - 
an attention to other things, and when the memory is 

in a proper ftate for retaining words. Both thefe cir- 
cumftances fufficiently mark the feafon of youth as the © 

moft proper for the ftudy of languages. — ae 

I prefer Latin to Greek for the purpofe above- 

mentioned, becaufe there is more of Englifh in it, 

there are more helps for attaining the knowledge of 

7 

it, and it is much lefs copious-and confequently more 

eafily attained. In common fchools, therefore, I think 

it ftill righe that the immediate objet be learning 

Latin, but that advantage be taken of every mode and 

every opportunity of communicating as much uf¢ful 

knowledge along with it as poffible. — ae 

  

XX. 

You afk me whether I teach my boy Latin? 1 

think the knowledge of it ufeful, though not fo indif- 

penfably neceflary as it was five hundred years ago, 

when no knowledge of the fciences could: be acquired 

without Greek or Latin; whereas at prefent, thofe who 

enderftand perfeétly French, Englifh, and Italian, have 

opportunities of reading many works which are at 

leaft equal if not fuperiour to thofe of the ancients: 

However I certainly intend to teach him Latin though 

not till he*is twelve or thirteen years old. Before that 

age the ftudy of it would only be a ufelefs fatigue to 

his mind ; whereas when his underftanding is enlargeds 
oh he 7 ;
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he will very eafily learn in eighteen months what. 
could fearcely, at an earlier period, be taught in fix. 

years: by threats and commands. ; 
_’My fon being now thirteen years old will begin to 

‘Jearn Latin this autumn, and I am certain he will at — 

feventeen underftand it better than moft men, not ex- 

cepting thofe who are generally efteemed very good 

{cholars. My method is attended with another, and 
in my opinion a very great advantage, the not difguft- 

ing my pupil with works which are really worthy of 

admiration. A boy who, having begun Latin at fix 

years old, cannot read Virgil at twelve, has loft his 

time, though it is impoflible for him to feel its 
beauties at that age. He learns it however by rote, 

and when he is eighteen he will acknowledge the 
Aineid is a matter-piece ; yet he will feel ic but weakly 

@nd at be without enthufiafm. 

I have obferved, the men who love reading leaft 

sare thofe who are commonly fuppofed to have re- 

ceived the beft education; yet this is natural, for at 

fourteen they have read all the beft authors without 

being fenfible of their beauties, and only retain an 

irkfome remembrance of them, This naturally leads 
men to fuppofe reading a fatigue, and they renounce — 

it entirely, or read only inferiour works which poffefs 

the charm of novelzy, as they imagine they are acs 

quainted with all other works, having learned them by 

rote in their infancy. 
If your fcholar thows no. fions of a good under-_ 

ftanding, do not aim at making him eloquent, for that 

will only render him pedantic, loquacious, and ridi- 

culous. 
Lee
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ஆர]. 

Let a child be ன்‌ to read as ion as the infant 
- faculties begin to exhibit ‘fymptoms of improvable 

expanfion. His attention, active in the extreme, muft 

fix-on a variety of objects 5 let his book be one of 

thofe objects, though by no means the only one. Let 

“no long confinement and no feverity of reprimand or 

correction attend the leffon. A little will be learned 

at the earlielt age and with the கானி difcipline, and 

_the boy will foon learn to read with little pain to him- 
felf or others. He, on the other hand, who is retarded 

- by the theoretical wifdom of his friends till he is | 

~ feven or eight years old, has this burdenfome tafk to 
begin when habits of idlenefs have been contracted. 

‘The being able to write Englifh with eafe and ac- - 
curacy is an acquifition, which will ferve to ditinguil® 

' and adorn youth more than any of the accomyplith- 

ments which are merely ornamental. I would com- 

prehend in the plan of inftrudtion in Englith the 
doétrine of Enelith verfification as well as of profaic 
compofition.- The various metres fhould be explained, 

and fuch a manner of geading them pointed out, as 

tends to difolay their beauty and their melody. . 

I would advance a ftep higher. I would endea- 

அருமா to infufe inte the elder boys not only a’ gram- 

matical but a critical knowledge of the language and 
irs authors. The beauties and defects of ftyle thould 

‘be fhown.. The opinions of judicious critics on our 
poets, hiftorians,.orators, and moralifts fhould be laid 

before them and difcuffed.. . They fhould be taught 

not to read every thing that falls into their hands, but 
: to
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to fele& their books with judgment, and to affign 

their reafons for their preference. They will thus ac- 

quire not only grammatical accuracy, but tate, a 

quality which will furnifh them during 11% with 

pleafure pure and refined. 

It is a very defireable object in education to enable 

_ boys to {peak well. ‘There are many books written 
- onthe fudjet, and many rules are generally given to 

the ftudent previoufly to his entrance on the practice, 3 

But I advife that thefe thall not ibe ufed, if ufed at all, 

till he fhall have been a little while aceuftomed to the 
practice. Natural fenfe and natural tafte, a good ear 

and well-formed organs of fpeech, under the guidance 
of a fkilful living inftruétor, will efe@ually accomplifh 

this purpofe, without any painful attention to dry and 
unentertaining rules ef art. Once in ewery week I 

advife that fcholars of a proper age and qualification’ 

fhall rehearfe, in the hearing of all the boys in a {chool - 

feated in form as auditors, fome celebrated paflages 
from the beft Latin or Enelith writers. 1 difapproveé 

the practice of fchool-boys {peaking their own decla- 

mations, unlefs it be occafionally and as an honorary 
reward for a good compofition. A fine piece of 
writing contributes greatly to facilitate a 2000 

utterance. 

- Modefty, whatever fome diffi nae and injudicious 

parents may think on the fubjeét, is one of the moft 

becoming graces ina boy. When he {peaks in public, 

it is one of the firft rhetorical ornaments that can be 

ufed. The bet writers on the fubje@ of rhetoric have 
prefcribed the appearance of modefty even in men. 

It is not wonderful that the waat of it in boys (and it 
muft always be wanting where ‘a theatrical manner is 

ந adopted)
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adopted) fhould give difguft. A loud rant and a 
violent tone of voice can never pleafe in a boy, unlefs 

indeed he is acting’a play. But as few boys are fent 

to {chool to be prepared for a theatrical life, I think 

_ the theatrical manner ought to be exploded out of a 
{chool. | 

The greater part of inftructors infift too much on 
aétion. Much action requires ‘a degree of confidence 

" unbecoming a boy, yet without that unbecoming con- 

_ fidence it will render the fineft fpeech and the beft de- 

-jiverance ridiculous. .I have been prefent on many 
public occafions when boys have fpoken, and I never 

yet obferved above one or two who ufed action with- - 

out expofing themfelves to the derifion of the au- 

dience. Good-nature led them to conceal their dif- 

pleafure from the boys, but it was evident to others. 

None feemed to have approved it but the more 

illiterate. 

‘Te is ufual in many fchools to act Englith plays. 

The exercife may poffibly improve the boys in utter- 

ance, but there are many inconveniences attending it. 

The various preparations and the rehearfals break in 

greatly upon the time which ought to be fpent in 

claffical and grammatical ftudies. Nor is the lofs of 

time the only evil. The boy’s attention becomes en- 

~ groffed by his part, which he is to perform before a 

large and mixed audience. The hope of applaufe, the 

drefles, the fcenery, all confpire to captivate his ima- 

gination, and to make him loathe in comparifon his 

lexicon and grammar. 1 am not fure that fome moral 

corruption may not arife from feveral circumftances 

unavoidable in the reprefentation. The theatrical 

mode of fpeaking which has been acquired has 
feldom
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‘{eldom pleafed the beft judges. Perhaps fome im- 

‘provement may arife from adting a play of Terence 
or Sophocles ; but 1 doubt whether a boy will be the 

better for emulating a ftroller in a barn. The ating . 

of boys is feldom equal to that of ftrolling players. * 
I wifh to retain the pra¢tice of teaching boys to 

eompofe latin verfe. But let me not be mifunder- 

ftood. I agreeggwith Mr. Clark, Mr. Burgh, and 

others, that when a boy is defigned to fll a fubor- 

dinate {phere in commercial or ative life, to trouble 

him with latin verfification is to waite his valuable 
time. Such a mode of gaining an intimate knowledge 
of the claffics is defirable to thofe only, who aré to 

affume a profeffion, or adorn a fortune. When the 
quantity of words is pretty well known I have foundiit 
a very good method to place the wards of one of, 

Martial’s Epigrams, or of any beautiful paffage in the 
latin poets, out of their metrical order, and to require 

the {cholar to form them into verfes. I have likewife 
fometimes given him literal Englifh tranflations from a 
Latin poet, written in lines correfponding to each line 

    

in the poet, and have defired him to tranflate them 

into latin verfe. When this was done, the’ original 

was read and compared with the pupil’s production. 
A young ftudent fhould be cautious not to talk on 

learned fubjeéts unfeafonably, left he incur the appella- 
tion of a literary prater. . And though I advife him to 

exercife himfelf in compofition, yet I will alfo caution 

him againft the itch of fcribbling, or the love of 
writing without the pains of*thinking. Let him never 
take the pen in hand mill he has beftowed much time 
and deep thought on the fubjeét. To the want of this 

previous
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previous attention we owe the numerous productions, » 
which difgrace letters and die almoft as foon as they 
are brought forth... Pretenders arife in every depart- 
ment and difgrace it, Let the liberal and folid fcholar 

attend to the circumftances of time and place in the 

\modeft difplay of his attainments. It is unmanly 

timidity to conceal them on proper occafions ; it 15 

fridiculous arrogance to obtrude th 3 upon unwilling 

and injudicious obfervers. ae     

  

ok ்‌ ot MIX, 
_A boy under my care conftantly miftook the names 

of four letters of the alphabet. I made a law for a 

week, that all the members of my family fhould not afk 

verbally at table for bread, meat; vegetables, and beer, 

but that each of thefe four letters fhould fland for one 

of thefe, and that they fhould fend the proper letters 

to exprefs what they wanted, and that in cafe of a 

miftake they fhould not have it. On the firit trial my 

young fcholar made two blunders, and went without 

half his dinner; but by finding the neceffity of learn- 

ing the names of the letters in order to obtain his 
food, he was foon perfect in them, though he 926 

thirteen years of age and his friends defpaired of his 

ever learning to read. After this one of the moft in- _ 

telligent of his fchool-fellows propofed cutting up 

_fome old books into words, and that whatever they 

had to fay to him fhould be given to him in thefe 

printed words properly arranged. This had an excel- 

Jent effet, and in three’ months he read fluently and 

intelligibly, and of courfe comprehended what he 

read, which is not always the cafe. pes 
' When
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When pupils are deftined for the church they thould 

certainly learn He! rew. A minifter of religion is in- 

-excufable if unacquainted with the original language — 

- in which the oracles of it were pronounced. 

At the age of fourteen themes written in Englith 

and Latin fhould be exacted, with a proper attention 

to Dr. Samuel Johnfon’s practical precepts, by oblig- 

ing the pupil to compofe with celerity as a means of 

introducing a facility and a quicknefs in the are 

‘ranging his ideas, Correctnels of thought and com- 

* pofition will be acquired by time and labour ; but a 

flownefs in the collecting and arranging ideas will ever 

attend the generality of perfons, who have not from the 

beginning been neceffitated by the force of authority 

to ufe difpatch. ry 

Some of the moft elegant, forcible, and brilliant 

paffages of the poets may form part of the exercifes of 

the pupil, who fhould be made to repeat them aloud. 

If there are more than one pupil, one day in the week 

may be allotted for this. purpofe ; but I would entirely 

prohibit the acting of plays for thefe reafons; it re- 

quires more confidence than a young perfon ought to” 

have to acquit himfelf with fpirit in the character of 

an actor ; and fuch exercifes induce a fwelling bombaft 

~ ftile in {peaking, with an unnatural geflure and action. 

The ftage-actors are of all perfons the worft models of 

oratory ; they would meet with no admiration did they 

not ouftep the modefty of nature ; and our taftes are 

fo vitiated by thefe reprefentations, that a pupil would 

1௦06 the applaufe he deferved, did he condefcend to 

excellence. ae ; 

VOL, II. ம. That
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That wrangling difpofition, that readine& to oppofe 

the fentiments and opinions of others, and to enpratt 
our fame, not on having illuftrated fome nfeful truth, 

- but in the defeat of an antagonift, even at the expenfe 
of our integrity, like all other vices lies in the defects — 

_ of education. Logic, which is undoubtedly a neceflary 
part of tuition, as it can alone enable us to defend 
ourfelves againft the wiles of fophiftry; will necefiarily 
make us adepts in the defence of errour. In the attic 
entertainments of thefe days a pert vivacious quicknefs 
carries away the triumphs due to wit; a {arcaftic cen- 
forioufnefs takes place of honeft fatire; and fophiftry, 

the moft deteftable of all human arts, finds in the ap- 
plaufe of fools and knaves a reward for the abufe of 
reafon and the injury of truth. 

To prevent young perfons from falling into thefe 
depravities we muft endeavour to convince them that 
true wit is ever on the fide of good-nature and virtue, © 
and that honeft fatire never wounds but with a view 
to amend. We muft inform them that fublime ge- 
niufes, though they perceive the ridicule of things, do. 
not delight in it, for truth and beauty are their pur- 
fuits.. We muft by example as well as by precept dif. _ 

courage every attempt at ill-natured raillery and cen- 

fure. Inftead of beftowing lavith praife on our pupils 

for conducting themfelves with addrefs in their de- 
“bates, we muft meafure our approbation by the im- 

‘portance of the truths they have defended. We mutt 
expatiate on the beauty of that modefty and gentlenefs 

in youth, which makes them backward in contradict- 
ing, except where the interells of Truth demand their 
interpofition. We muft give a critical attention to 

7 இல the 
Yes
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the manner of their conduéting debates, and reprove 

or commend in proportion as they have fhowed pa- 

tience’in attending to the arguments of their oppo- 

nents, as they have fhowed foftnefs or the contrary in 
the words they have made ufe of, or as civility and 

good-will, or rudenefs and difrefpeét, have prevailed 
in the tenor of their deportment. 

] 

  

220261. 

_ Even the beft fyftem of logic, confidered only as. 
the art or inftrument of difputation, is more likely to 

confound truth than difcover it. A public logical di 

putation refembles much the practice in former times 

of feeking truth by fingle combat. He that was moft 

dextrous in the ufe of his weapons, whether a true or - 
falfe knight, always proved victorious. Logic, I think, 

might as well have marched into oblivion with knight- 
- errantry, jufts, and tournaments. Neverthelefs, if I 

diveft logic of its Ariftotelian jargon, if I call it the 
art of thinking, not of wrangling, or rather if I call ic 

_ not an art but a fcience, the knowledge of myfelf, of 

the origin and progrefs of my own ideas, a fyftem of 

logic will then appear a delineation, a chart of the + 

human underftanding, and confequently an object 
highly deferving my attention. __ 

But fuppofe it to be of no ufe as an inftrument of 

inveftigation, it is univerfally confidered as a branch 

of academical learning ; no young gentleman therefore 
would run the rifk of appearing ignorant of logic as 
an art, its terms, and conftruction, 

~ 

  

N2 Te
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XXXII. 3 
Tt is well for children not to write their compo- : 

fitions or themes themfelves, but to dictate them to 

others, as this will prevent their fpoiling their hand- 

writing before it is formed, and alfo accuftom them 

to dictation, which will make them converfe more 
மை... ek = oh 

ட St 
Tn learning to read aloud the pupil fhould ftand at 

the diftance of two or more yards from the hearer; 

and then the young fcholar will foon find that fhe is 

not underftood unlefs fhe ஷோலி herfelf with clear 

articulation. “The teacher fhould be {upplied with a 

duplicate of the book, that fhe may not be neceffitated 

to look over the fhoulder of her pupil. 

  

ச்ட்‌ அலையா... ae 
If you attempt to teach children fcience commonly 

fo called, it will perhaps be found in the fequel that 

you have taught them nothing. You may teach them 

like parrots to repeat, but you can fearcely make 

them able to weigh the refpective merits of contend- 

ing hypothefes. Many things that we go over in our 

youth we find ourfelves compelled to recommence in 

our riper years under peculiar difadvantages. The 

grace of novelty they have for ever loft. We are en-. 

cumbered with prejudices with refpect to them, and 

before we begin to learn, we mult fet ourfelves with a 

determined mind co unlearn the crude mals of opinions 

concerning. them, that were once laborioufly incul- 

- gated on us, But in. the rudiments of language it can 

i. ்‌ க்‌ ‘{carcely



Reading, Grammar Languages, ஞூ, x ட. 381 
fearcely be fuppofed that we fall have any thing. thet: 

we fhall fee reafon to with ‘oblit ‘ated from our 

minds, 

‘The age. of youth therefore feems particularly 

adapted to the learning of words. . The judgment is 

then fmall, but the memory is retentive. In our 

riper years we remember paflions, facts, and argu- 

ments; but it is for the moft part. in, youth only that 

we retain the very words in which they are conveyed. 

Youth eafily contents itfelf with this fpecies of em- 

ployment, efpecially where it is not enforced with pe- 

culiar feverity. Acquifitions that are infuppertably 

difeuttful % in riper years, are often found’to afford to - 

young perfons no contemptible amufement. It is not 

perhaps true, that in teaching languages to youth we 

are impofing on them an unneceflary burthen. If we 

would produce right habits in the mind, it muft be 

employed. Our early years muft not be fpent in 

lethargic indolence.. An active maturity muft be pre-_ 

ceded bya bufy childhood. Let us not then from a 

miftaken compaffion to infant years fuffer the mind to 

grow up in habits of i inattention and irrefolution. 

One of the arts that tend moft to the improvement 

of human intelle& is the art of language; and he is 

no true friend to his fpecies, who would fuffer them 

from neglect to fall back from their prefent ftate of 

advancement in this refpect 1 into a barbarous and un- > 

difciplined jargon. But it is perhaps impofible to 

underftand one language, unlefs we are acquainted © 

with more than one. It is by comparifon only that 

we can enter into the philofophy of language. 

As the words im latin compofition are not arranged 

113 in
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in a philofophical or natural order, the mind is 
obliged to exert itfelf to difentangle the chaos, and is 
compelled to yield an unintermitted attention to the 

_ infection. It is therefore probable, that the philofophy — 
of language is beft acquired by ftudying this language. 
Practice is fuperiour to theory, and this fcience will 

perhaps be more fuccefsfully Jearned and more deeply 

- imprinted by the perufal of Virgil and Horace than © 
by reading a thoufand treatifes on univerfal grammar. 

  

XL *: 

We are convinced that the bufinefs of learning to 

fpell is made much more laborious to children than it 

need to be: it may be ufeful to give them five or fix 
words every day to learn by heart, but more only 
loads their memory, and we fhould at firft felect 

words of which they know the meaning, and which 

occur moft frequently in reading or converfation. The 

alphabetical lift of words in a fpelling-book contains 

many which are not in common ufe, and the pupil 

forgets thefe as faft as he learns them, particularly as 

it is impoffible for them to underftand moft of the ex- : 

planations. We have found it entertaining to children 

* The authors of ‘* Pra&ical Education” have recommended a 

new method of teaching children to read, by placing dots or ac- 

cents over the vowels according to their different founds. Though 

this might greatly facilitate their firft learning, yet after having 

been accuftomed to flich aids they would probably find it very diffi- 
cult to read books not fo marked. I do not however pretend to 
décide on the merits of this invention, not having feen it practifed. 

As it is impoffible to conyey a juit idea of this method without €x- 

trating the whole.chapter, I fhall refer thofe whe may with t0 

adopt it to the original work, 24 
, to
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to afk them to fpell any fhort fentence as it has been 

accidentally fpoken, “ Put this book on the table.” 
Afk a child how he would fpell thofe words if he 
were obliged to write them down, and you ‘introduce 

into his mind the idea, that he muft learn to fpell be- 

fore he can make his words and thoughts underftood 

in writing. Itis a good way to make children write 
down a few words of their own fele€tion every day 

and correct the fpelling ; and alfo after they have been 

reading, whilft the words are yet frefh in their me- 

mory, we may afk them to. fpell fome of the words 

which they have juft feen; by thefe means, and by 

- repeating at different times in the day thofe words 
which are moft frequently wanted, their vocabulary will 

be pretty well ftocked without its having coft them 
many tears. When:young people begin to write, the 

ereateft care fhould be taken’ to look over their 
writing, and to make them correct every word in. 

which they have made a miftake ; becaufe bad habits 

of {pelling once contracted can fcarcely be cured. 
Children pay the ftri€teft attention to the analogies | 

_ of the language that they fpeak. Where verbs are de- 

fective and irregular they fupply the parts that are 

wanting with wonderful facility according to the com- 

mon forms of other verbs. They make all the verbs 

regular, “I goed, I writed, &c.” By a proper ap- 

plication of this faculty much time might be faved in 

teaching children grammar. By gentle degrees they 
may be taught the relation of words to each other in 

common converfation, and the eight parts of fpeech 

may be introduced to their acquaintance without dif- - 

gutting them with a dry unintelligible grammar. A 
N 4 child
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child can comprehend, that in a fentence, whenfome- ்‌ 

ea 
Sek

i 

thing is done fomething or fomebody muft do i it, and 

he ‘will diftinguifh with much facility the word in any 
common fentence which expreffes the action, i. e. the 
verb, from that which denotes the'agent, i. e. the fub- 

ftantive or pronoun. ‘Thefe leflons in englifh gram- 

mar fhould at firft be very fhort, and ‘the tutor fhould— 

not pue on any unpropitious gravity of countenance; i 

and if the child forgets the leffons, we fhould pardon ~ 

his forgetfulnefs, and patiently repeat the fame exer- 

cile feveral days fucceffively. A few minutes for each 

leffon will at firft be fufficient. The teacher fhould _ 

afk the child fome eafy familiar queftions, to fee if he — 

underftands him, and if he makes any miftakes, it is 

very imprudent to make a fudden exclamation, as it 

would make him confufed next time he is queftioned. 

Indeed though a child makes a wrong anfwer, you may 

perhaps be able to difcover that he underftands your 

explanation, Thus a boy was afked to point out fome 

word ‘i.e. pronoun) that ftood in the place of a 

fubftantive, and ‘he fixed on the word “ Sir” which 

{tands in the place of man, and this fhowed he under- 

- ftood the rule. 

A child thould be for fome weeks accuftomed to: 

diftinguifh an active verb and its agent or nominative 

cafe from every other word in a fentence, before we 

attempt to advance. The objects of actions are the 

next clafs of words that fhould be felected. When 

a child has been patiently taught in converfation to 

analyfe what he fays, he will take great pleafure in the 

exercife of his new talent. He will foon difcovet that 

the caufe of the action fometimes precedes and fome- 

times 

ட
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times follows the verb, as ‘ John beats Thomas,” or 

«© Thomas is beaten by John.” He may ‘with little 

difficulty be taught that a verb active fhows. us firft 

the perfon or thing which performs the aétion, and that 

“the verb paffive reprefents in the firft place the perfon 

or thing upon whom the action is performed, and alfo 

that the nominative cafe:to a paffive verb becomes the 

accufative cafe to a verb active, as *‘ Schoolmafters 

are plagued by boys.” We need not however be in 

any hurry to teach our pupil the names of the cafes. 

For inftance,he may be told the verb means only the 

word, or the principal word in a fentence. A child 

fhould be permitted to make his own Estee atoms 

‘concerning grammar without fear of the preceptor’s 

peremptory frown. Forcing children to learn any art 

or fcience by rote, without permitting the exercife of 

the underftanding, muft materially injure their powers 

both of reafoning and-invention. ~ 

When a boy is well acquainted with the different 

parts of fpeech from converfation, he may begin 

Latin *.. Omitting fome of the theoretic or didactic 

parts of the grammar, which fhould only be read, 

and which may be explained with care and pa- 

tience, the whole of the declenfions, pronouns, con= 

jugations, the lift of prepofitions, and conjunctions, 

and interjections, fome adverbs, the concords and 

common rules of fyntax, may be comprifed with 

fufficient repetitions in about two or three hundred 

leffons of ten minutes each, 1.e. ten minutes ap- 

# This is merely the outline of Mr. Edgeworth’s method of 

teaching Latin. Thofe parents, who may with to purfue the fame 

_ plan, may confult the original work, Za. - 

‘plication
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plication of the fcholar in the prefence of the teacher, is 

Forty hours! Is this tedious ? Forty hours is. furely 
no great wafte of time. A ‘thort fentence fhould be 

tranflated from Latin into Englifh at every leffon; fo — 

‘that this forty hours is not fpent merely in the labour — 

of getting jargon by rote, but each-day fome flight — 
advance is made in the knowledge of words and‘in the 
knowledge of their combinations. What we infit : 
upon is, éhat nothing fhould be done to difguft the pupil: 
fteady perfeverance with aniform gentlene/s will induce 
habit, and nothing fhould ever interrupt the regular 

return of the daily leffon. If abfence, bufinefs, ulnefs, 

or any other caufe prevent the attendance of the 

teacher, a fubftitute muft be appointed: the idea of | 

relaxation on Sunday or a ட்‌ thould never be 
permitted, 

. Great attention fhould be paid to the manner in 

wate boys repeat their leffons. - The whining tone 
and convulfive geftures often contracted by boys dur- 
ing the agony of repeating their long leffons are not 

likely to be advantageous to the rifing generation of 

orators. After a pupil has learned to fpeak’ ill, he 

_ way be taught to fpeak well, but the chances are 

againft him; and why fhould we have the trouble of 

‘breaking bad habits? It is much eafier to prevent ~ 

them. It is in vain to expect that a boy fhould {peak 
well in public, who cannot in common converfation 

utter three connected fentences without a falfe concord 

or a provincial idiom. ; 

Boys fhould not be 1 ignorant of the logical ட்‌ of 
argumentation, and it may, as they advance in the 

~kn வித of words, be a ufeful exercife to refift the 
பல



Reading, Grammar, Languages, Sc. — 187 

attacks of fophiftry. No ingenuous perfon would with 

to teach a child to employ them. As defenfive 
‘weapons it is neceflary that young men fhould have 

the command of logical terms, as offenfive weapons — 

thefe fhould never be ufed. They fhould know the 

evolutions, and be able to perform the exercife of a 

logician, according to the cuftoms of the times, ac- 

cording to the ufage of different nations; but they | 

fhould never attach any undue importance to this 

technical art: they fhould not truft to it in the day of 

battle. 
Some people in arguing with children teach them 

to be difingenuous by the uncancid manner in which 

they proceed; they fhow a defire for victory rather 

than for truth; they ftate the arguments only on their 

own fide of the queftion, and they will not allow the 

force of thofe which are brought againft them.» 

Children are thus piqued inftead of being convinced, 

_and in their turn they become zealots in fupport of 

their own opinions; they hunt only for arguments in 

their own favour, and they are mortified wiién a good 

reafon is brought on the oppofite fide of the queftion 

to that on which they happen to have enlifted. To 

prevent this we fhould never argue or fuffer others to 

argue for victory with our pupils s we fhould not 

praife them for their clevernefs in finding out argu- . 

ments in fupport of their own opinion, but we fhould 

praife their candour and good fenfe when they per- 

- ceive and acknowledge the force of their opponents 

arguments. ‘They fhould not be exercifed as advo- 

‘cates but judges: they fhould be encouraged to keep — 

their minds. impartial, to {um up the reafons they have 

heard,
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heard, and to form their opinion from thefe without 
regard to what they may have originally afferted. We 
fhould never triumph over children for changing their. 

opinions.— I thought you were on. my fide of the 

queftion ;”’ or, “ J thought you were on the other fide ~ 

jut now !” is fometimes tauntingly {aid to an ingenu- 

ous child, who changes his opinion when he hears E 

new argument. You think it a proof of his-want of . 

அன that he changes his Opinion in this manner, 

that he vibrates continually from fide to fide; let him 

vibrate; prefently he will be fixed. Do you think ita 

proof that your fcales are bad, becaufe they. vibrate 

- with every additional weight that is added to either 

fide2 > 

Preceptors who imagine that it is neceffary to put 
on very grave faces, and to ufe much learned apparatus 

‘in teaching the art of reafoning, are not fo likely to 

fucceed as thofe who have the happy art of encourag- 

ing children to lay open their minds freely, and who 

‘can make every pleafing trifle ’an exercife for the . 
underfianding. If it be playfully pointed out to a 

child that he reafons ill, he {miles and corrects himfelf; 

but you run the hazard‘of making him pofitive in 

errour if you reprove or ridicule him with feverity. It 

is better to feize the fubjedts that accidentally arife in 
converfation,’ than formally to யல fubjects for 

difcuffion. 

Many ladies fhow' in general converfation the 
powers of ealy raillery joined to reafoning unincum- 

bered with pedantry; and if they would employ thefe 

talents in the education of their children, they would 
probably be well repaid for their exertions. 

Sa
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a XL. 

So far are young ‘women in the middle rate of 

Tife from having fufficient opportunities for the acqui- 

Gtion of foreign literature, that they have feldom time 

enough to poffels themfelves of all, that valuable 

knowledge which the books of their own country fo 

abundantly furnith, and the acquifition of which would 

be fo:much ‘more ufeful and honourable, than the 

paulery acceffion they make by hammering out the: 

meaning of a few paflages in a tongue they but imper- 

fectly underftand, and of ல்‌ they are த to make 

no ufe. 

It is no worthlefs part of ட்ட. to ‘hades the pre- 

cife meaning of words and the appropriate fignifica- 

tion of language. For this end I know no better 

method than to. accuftom young people very early to a 

habit of defining common words and things; for as 

definition feems to lie at the root of correétnefs, to be 

accuftomed to define englith words in Englifh, would 

improve the underftanding more, than barely to know 

what thefe words are called in French or Italian. Or 

rather the ufe of learning other languages is becaufe 

definition is often involved in etymolog y; that is, 

fince many englith words take their derivation from 

foreign languages, they cannot be fo accurately under- 

‘ftood without fome knowledge oi f thefe languages; but. 

precifion of any kind, whether moral or philological, 

too feldom finds its way into the education of women. 

“With correét definition they fhould alfo be taught to 

ftudy the fhades of words, and this not merely with a 

view to accuracy of expreffion but to moral truth. 

The



ட 

190 Reading, Grammar, Languages, Se. 

LHI. 

The ufual method of teaching children to read by 
. fyllables confifting of two or three letters without — 

_ meaning and connection I ftrongly difapprove of, ௨. 
it is impoffible children fhould derive any pleafure 
from what conveys no ideas. - Some plain truths con- 
veyed in words of two, three, or four letters, fhould be 

carefully felected, and thefe fhould be perfeétly intel- 
ligible to his infantine capacity. With regard to the 
article of fpelling, the method I propofe is this: As 

foon as my pupil has finifhed his portion of reading, I 

fhut the book and afk him to fpell three or four of the 

words he has juft read. »It is aftonifhing how foon he 

learns by thefe means to appropriate letters to founds, 

and the pleafure he takes in fo doing is great, becaufe 

he daily fees his own improvement; whereas by the 

method of learning by heart ten or twelve words, and 

then fpelling them to his mafter, a child is.teazed and 

tormented to little purpofe, and has no meafure of his 
own progrefs. At firft perhaps this method has the 

_ appearance of being eafier, but in fact it is neither fo 

eafy nor fo folid. The one boy knows what his mafter 
will afk him, and fpells from that previous knowledge ; 

the other {pells from found and idiom, which is the 

mode he muft purfue all his life. 

The cuftom eftablifhed in fchools of oblige 

{cholars to learn the grammar by heart is much to be 

deprecated. 1 would recommend that no child fhould 

ftudy a foreign language, till he can both read and 

write his native tongue with eafe and fluency, and 

thoroughly underftand it, When he was to begin a 
foreign
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foreion language, - T would procure a grammar and 

4 dictionary, and inftead of labouring a twelvemonth in 

getting the former by heart he fhould read it once or 

twice, merely to acquire fome little infight into the 

nature of the language. 1 would then procure for 

him the works of the beft writer in that language, and 

we would tranflate one of the eafieft paflages, making 

due references to our grammar and dictionary. The 

next morning we would re-tranflate the fame paflage 

back again into its original language, which we would 

compare and correét by the original text. This tran{- 

lation and. re-tranflation, increafing: gradually the 

quantity, we continue to. practife till we-become 

matters of the language; never omitting a fingle day, 

how fmall foever the portion. It fhould be remem- 

bered that as we increafe in knowledge, the verfion of 

one day is not re-tranflated till three or four days inter- 

val, in order that the pupil may not tranflate as it were 

by rote. By thefe means the language is learned not 

only with greater facility, but to much greater perfec—. 

tion; for thus the {cholar acquires a knowledge of the 

* peculiar caft of the language and the particular points 

in which it differs from his own. One advantage at- 

tending this fyftem of tranflation is that the pupil can- 

not fuffer from the ignorance of his tutor, both of 

them having the beft poffible flandard for their guide. 

Nor is it perhaps a matter of {mall importance, that 

the tutor is improving himéelf at the fame time that 

he is inftruéting his pupils and I am certain that the 

appearance of ftudying one’s-felf tends much to in- 

creafe the love of. ftudy in youth. Afcham fays, that 

queen Elizabeth never took a grammar in her hand 
after
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afier having learned to decline the nouns and verbs, 

but by thus tranflating and re-tranflating Demofthenes 
and Ifocrates and fome part of Tully daily for the 
fpace of a year or two fhe attained a perfect know- 
ledge of the greek and latin tongues. : 

  

TY. 

To read a book without underftanding half its con- 

tents can fcarcely be called reading; it is in fat 

merely turning over the leaves, and deferves the ap- 

pellation vulgarly applied in France to readers of a 

more advanced age, who are faid to amufe themfelves 

with thunb-reading *. Many peoplé read in no other 

manner; and I doubt not this habit arifés from having 

in infancy and youth read books above their compre- 

henfion, of which therefore they were obliged when 

reading alone to pafs over the greater part, or of 

-which that part if read at’all was to them ‘otelly loft. 

. ‘To obviate this, previous to putting a new book into 

‘the hands of a child, I would fele&t fuch: words as he 

might not underftand, and write fhort and fimple defi-_ 

nitions of them adapted to his age and capacity. At 

firft a fingle definition fhould be read to him, and the 

child be afked whether he underftands it. Should he 

fay yes, he may be afked to repeat the fenfe, not in 

the terms or expreffions ufed, but in his own words ; 

in which he fhould be affifted, correéted, and encou- 

raged, This may ferve as a firft leffon. The next 

day he fhould again be queftioned relative to the fame 

definition, which if he remember he may pafs on to 4 

fecond, and fo continue. In this exercife two things 

* Lire du: pouce. © 
are
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are very effential, the firft not to be in a hurry, but 
to render the leffons agreeable to the child by making 
them fhort; the fecond not to teach the child a fingle 

definition by rote, left he repeat it like a parrot with- 

out underftanding it > an inconvenience to avoid which © 

it would be well to vary the expreffions, giving him 

the fenfe annexed to each of the definitions in other , 

words, At firft the child will be very timid and 
much embarraffed, when called upon to exprefs in his 

own words that of which he only retains the fenfe. 

But he fhould be careffed, encouraged, and praifed ; 

nor fhould any thing be neglected that can conciliate 
and attach him to this exercife. Thus in the courfe 

of a fortnight the firft difficulties being vanquithed his 
leffons will become agreeable and amufing. 

௬ 

  

at EV 

It is juftly expe€ted from every author that he write 
with grammatical accuracy, and there are feveral 
literary focieties in Europe whofe object is the purity 
of their written language. Pronunciation and the 

‘ management of the voice in fpeaking or declaiming 

are alfo objects of high importance, as they are not of 

mere private concern, fince public fpeakers have con- 

fiderable influence on the welfare of communities and 

nations; yet it is commonly left to the induftry of in- 

dividuals to improve their pronunciation, parents 

thinking they have done enough, if they fee that their 

children are not tongue-tied when they come into the 

world. This negligence is inexcufable, and Bence it 

is, that we fcarcely find one perfon in ten who poffeffes 

a regular, juft, and pleafing enuneiation. 

“VOR. Ii.) =" oO Another



194. Reading, ei கல Se. 

Another fault, which appears to me of equal j im- 
portance, is weakne(s of the lungs: The fource of this — 
defect arifes chiefly from the phyfical education of 
children: we are continually prohibiting our children 
from {peaking loud in the houfe, becaufe fathion 

brands it with the name of rudenefs; and thus we neg- 

lect to exertife and improve their cheft and lungs. 

The beft and mott general remedy for this is read- - 

ing aloud and declaiming in the open air. On a fultry. 

day we with to refrain from violent bodily exertion, 

_yet would not doze away our valuable time: thefe then 

are our refources. A fhady {pot in our place of exer- 

cife is appropriated to this purpofe: We take our 

feats at one end of a walk a hundred’and fifty paces 

long, every ten paces of which is marked by a poft ot 

{tone, fo as to give fifteen different ftations for the — 

reader. The mafter provides a good and entertain- _ 
ing book; perhaps travels, an oration, a poem, or a 

play, according as he wifhes to exercife the reader in 

narrative, declamation, verfe, or dialogue. . The ex- 

ercifé then commences. Tie reader repairs to the 

firft, fecond, third, or fome other ftation, proportioned 

to the ftrength his organs have acquired by practice, 
and according to the calmnefs of the weather. All 

the reft are attentive to detect faults in his pronuncia- 
tion or delivery. When the reader has fimithed a ~ 

period he ftops, and if the audience have not heard it - 

plainly, they cry out “ indiftinét! unintelligible!” ௦ 

which he muft exalt his voice or take a nearer peed 

fon the contrary his delivery be juft and clear, they - 

applaud him by clapping their hands. If his voice be 
louder than is neceflary for the diftance he has chofen, 

they make figns to him to take a remoter ftation. 
ர
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If it be poffible to render the organs of fpeech 
more perfect, and ftrengthén the lungs by means of 

exercifé, this is certainly the proper mode. For here ~ 

no affiftance is derived from_ the walls of a room, but - 

all is effe@ted by the organs themflves; and the 

greater the energy employed the more diftin@ly will | 

each fyllable be ‘pronounced. Attention muft alfo be 

paid to ftrength and clearnefs of tone, with which 

_ precipitancy is wholly incompatible. 

  

: %1 3171, 

‘In the prefent enlightened age a critical and ac- 

curate knowledge of the Englifh™ Janguage fhould be 

confidered as a necefflary and ‘important objet «in 

the education of both fexes. Ic is generally allowed 

that a great degree offpraficiency can never be at- 

tained in the ftudy of our native tongue, without the 

knowledge of fome other language with which it may 

be compared, and it is faid that boys {pend fo many 

years in the acquifition of Latin and Greek, princi 

pally with a view to improving them in language, 

ftyle, and compofition. 

But while this appears to be the chat if not the 

only object in the education of boys, it is almoft en- 

tirely neglected in the education of girls. Some writers — 

even doubt the propriety of the latter learning any 

foreign tongue, or at moft would only permit them to 

learn French in converfation, by being placed uncer a 

French governefs almoft, before they can {peak 

Englith ; but I think few mothers would choofe to in- 

truft their daughters to the care'of a foreigner, merely 

that they may attain perfection in this one accom- 

plifhment. a 

O 2 Women
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~ Women not being deftined for the learned pro- 
feffions, I readily grant it*would in general be a great 
lofs of time were they to learn the dead languages ; but 
if it be an advantage to boys to learn Latin gramma- 
tically, [ would recommend that girls fhould. be taught 
French in the fame manner, not only for the fake of 
reading and fpeaking it, but becaufe it is impoffible to 
acquire clear ideas of the rules of grammar without 
making a practical ufe of them; and this we cannot 
do in our native tongue, becaule we can {peak and 
write it without any fuch affiftance. 

* Grammar being an abftract fcience, children and 

very young people will feldom make much_progrefs 

in the more abftrufe parts: but if they be well 
grounded in the practical parts during their youth, 
they may with eafe.refume the ftudy in riper years 
fhould they be defirous of improving their ftyle. 

Grammar is often confidered as too dry a ftudy for 

‘children; and on this account I underftand many 

French matters do not with to begin with their pupils 
till they are about ten years olds but after that time I 

think it may be highly ufeful to exercife their mental 
" faculties in fome fuch way ; for I am not of the opinion 

of thofe writers who would teach children every thing 

by play. 
In the common mode of educating girls it is chiefly 

the memory and the imitative faculties that are called 

into action, which may be one reafon why fo many 
- young women are unable to fix their attention to any 

ferious fubjeéts when grown up. But if girls were 

educated in the fame manneras boys, and were obliged 

to exercife their minds in the ftudy of grammar and 
the
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the mathematics, there is little doubt but that their 

reafoning powers would be ‘equally ftrong. 

A child can hardly be expected to make much pro- 

grefs in a foreign tongue without 2 daily leffon. If 
therefore a French maiter be employed, he fhould 
rather attend his pupils half an hour every day for the 
firft twelvemonths, than only. give them three leffons 
a week of an hour each. 

Perhaps the following remarks, chiefly collected’ 
from the experience of perfons in-the habit of teach- 

ing, may not be: unacceptable to thofe mothers who 

may with to inftruct their daughters in French. 

Before children begin a foreign language they 

fhould be able readily to diftinguifh the different parts 

‘of fpeech in their own, and be acquainted with the 

_ more fimple rules of fyntax, fuch as that the pronoun 

and verb fhould agree in number and perfon, the dif- 

ference between the nominative, dative, and accufative 

cafes, when the fubjunctive mood fhould be ufed, &c. 

It would alfo greatly facilitate their learning French, if 
in teaching them Englifh grammar the moods and 

tenfes were called by the fame names as thofe ufed in 
the French grammar from which it is intended they 
fhould learn. Thofe who compare the conjugations 

of the verbs in moft Englifh grammars with thofe of 

Chambaud, will be aware how much children mutt be 
perplexed to diftinguifh the மா when they begin to 

learn French. 

They fhould be particularly taught that we have no 

tenfe in Englifh that exaétly correfponds with the 

French imperfect, “ J was eating,” or, “ I was in the 

habit of eating,” ox “ ufed to eat:’ and the difference 
O 3 . between



198 Reading, Grammar, Languages, Sc. 
' between that and the preterite, or perfect definite, oF 

ate,” fhould be explained to them, which would prevent 
the blunders young fcholars commonly make between 
thefe two tenfes in writing French. Perhaps the names 
of the renfes in Weil's French Grammar might be 
found very eligible in teaching both languages, as 
they partly illuftrate the ufe of the tenfes * 

The firft thing to be attended to in ட்ட French 
is to make the {cholars perfect i in the declenfion of the 
pronouns, and the tenjugations and infleGtions of the 
verbs; their fpeaking well almoft entirely depends on 
their being well-grounded in this part of the grammar. 
For this purpofe, inftead of giving them tafks to write 
by themfelves, when they may conftantly have recourfe 
to the ditionary and grammar without ever making ட 

themfelves perfect in the rules, they fhould be exer- 
cifed every day in verbally declining the pronouns and 
conjugating the verbs in all their different forms, ac- 

cording to the examples in the beginning of the Jatt 
edition of Chambaud’s Exercifes. To be. certain the 

fcholars underftand the rules, thé mafter fhould never 

pive them a new leffon till they are perfect in the lat, 
and fhould alfo vary the queftions, and ufe different 

verbs of the fame conjugation; which will prevent their 

anfwering by rote. 

* Before the fcholars have Chambaud’ 8 grammar put into their 

hands, the grammatical names of nouns and pronouns thould be 

added wherever he {peaks of the 1/t, 2d, 3d. or ath fates. Young 
people fhould certainly be accuftomed to the terms commonly ufed 

by grammarians, and indeed were they made acquainted with the 

derivation of the words nominative, genitive, dative, and accufa- 

tive or objegtive, this would give them a much clearer idea of the 

nature of the cafes, and how they ought to, be employed. Ed. 

» That |
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That the fcholars may acquire a ftock of words at 

the fame time that they are learning the inflections of 

the verbs, they fhould get by heart a few french nouns 

every day; and it would greatly 5018 them in remem- 

bering the genders, if fome of thofe adnouns which 

are entirely different in the mafculine and feminine 

were added to each noun, fuch‘as, un beau livre, une 

belle maifon, fon vieux chapeau, fa vieille table, Sc. 

They fhould alfo conftrue or tranflate a few lines of 

French daily, and be required to go over the laft day’s 

leffon before they begin'a new one. 
When the {cholars begin to write French, inftead of 

fetting them to read over the rules of the fyntax by 

themfelves the mafter fhould at firft explain them 

in. converfation, varying “his expreffions till he is 

cettain his fcholars comprehend him;-and when they C. 

commit blunders in any particular rule he fhould con- 

tinue to exercife them in,it till they are perfect. 

_ Having gone once through Chambaud’s Exercifes 

“in this.way, they fhould\ read the fyntax with the 

matter, and then be டம்‌. to. find out the rules for 

themfelves, as 

No perfon fhould attempt to correct French with-— 

out having a complete knowledge of the language, left 

they lead their {cholars into errours. They had better 

therefore procure the french edition of Chambaud’s 

Exercifes, which is intended for the ufe of Englifh 

ufhers at fchools; but where that cannot be had, Mr. 

Northmore’s plan for teaching Latin ay be: found 

ufefal *. வாகில்‌. 

* 562110. 1111, 6 this chapter, page 190. 

O4 I believe
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I believe the moft eminent mafters do not faffer 

their {cholars to begin to fpeak French till they have 
made fome progrefs in the language, and are forme- - 

what acquainted with the idioms; for if bad habits 

are once acquired, it is almoft impoffible to break 
them. The following i is Chambaud’s opinion on this 

fubject : : 

It is a great abufe introduced in moft {chools, to 

“* force beginners to fpeak nothing but French among 

“‘ themfelves. They of neceffiry muft either {peak 

“ wrong (even fuppofing that they have a competent 
46 {tock of words and expreffions, for it is the utmoft 
“* abfurdity to pretend that they will ‘learn them by 

“< oueffing) or condemn themfelves to filenee. The: 

 firft cannot but be very detrimental to them, fince 

«* they thereby accuftom themfelves to a barbarous 

“ broken French, which is no language at all, and 

* cannot be worn out without infinite pains, The 

<¢ fecond is ftill worfe, for it hinders them from dif- 

«clofing freely their own thoughts, and ftraightens i in 

“ {ome meafure their underftanding ; but, above all, 

«« gives them the utmoft averfion to the language, their 

“* books, and malter, to prevent which too much care 

“< cannot be employed. 

“Ir is amazing to fee how apt people are to de- 

« ceive themfelves, and how eafy to be impofed upon 

“by defigning crafty men, who பப்ப the general 

“ fimplicity to their own private gain. To this is 

« owing the abufe I am complaining of. The gene- 

« rality of people being incapable to reflect duly upon 

“the nature of a language ane the faculties of the 
« human
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s* human mind, have hardly put their children to the 

“ ftudy of the french language, than they expect them 

“ to fpeak it before they have learned how to fpeak; ்‌ 

‘and in cafe they do not, never fail to tax the mafter 
“* either with incapacity or neglect of his bufinefs. . 

“ The mafters, en the other hand, being at a 1௦8 

<£ to fatisfy thofe unreafonable expe<tations, and know- 

** ing not what to contrive for forwarding their boys, _ | 

₹* prefently begin by making them learn words, ‘dia- 
** Jogues, and phrafes, and labour hard to beat into 

-‘§ their heads as many common fentences as they can, 
‘ pretty nearly after the fame manner as parrots are 

‘ inftruéted. And, as has been hinted before, the ab- 

“5 furdity is even carried fo far in fame {chools, as to 

‘* confine the poor boys, under all forts of penalties 

“€ and punifhments, to the talking nothing elfe but 

‘* French: the ¢onfequence of which is, they acquire 

«the knack of talking a gibberifh which nobody can _ 
‘* make any thing of. The ignorant parents, charmed 
< however with the fhow their children make.of their 

ue Jearning, think them great proficients in the French 

“tongue: they recommend the fchool as one of the 

© beit for learning, and fo the matter gets his, ends; 

s« but in truth the poor boys know nothing of French, 

«* and the parents are deceived and impofed upon. 

“© One may daily fee in fchools young lads who 

‘* have been learning French for five or fix years, and 

“who pafs with fome for good fcholars on account of 

“that readinefs wich which they exprefs themfelves ; 

“ but they obferve no concord at all, cannot fo much 
« as make the adnoun agree with the noun, are ut- 
* terly incapable of writing, four lines, or even to 

_ 4 make



202 Reading, Grammar, Languages, Fe: 

« make fenfe of half a page of a common french 

₹₹ book ; in fhort, they know ‘no more than the words 
«and phrafes of their own book. Can this be called: 
“knowledge of a language without. perverting our 

ideas of things and renouncing our own fenfe and 4 
“‘ underftanding? Whereas ftudying half of that time, 
“in the manner I propofe, would have made them 
ec perfect matters of the language, and enable them to 

*-cohverfe and. correfpond ue foreigners upon all: - 
* fubjects. | 

fs to she time, nae a ன children muft be 

“put to the fpeaking French, thefe rules, in my 

«humble opinion, ought to be ftri€ly obferved. Firft, 

that they fhould have a fufficient ftock of words and 
* even of ways of fpeaking to exprefs themfelves ; 

« and, befide, that they thould be capable of ufing 

* them according to the genius of the language. In 

«the next place, thar they fhould not be fuffered. to 

“ fpeak French too foon among themfelves without 

“« fomebody with them to correét them, T herefe ‘re 

« when a matter finds a boy capable of {peaking ட்‌ 

«: French under thefe two limitations, |.would have him. 

« difcourfe himfelf with him in a way fuitable to his 

“ capacity, doing it at firft in the fame fentences and 

“expreffions that he has learned: in his forms of 

 {peech, changiag only the order of the conftrudtion, — ” 

« but keeping the fame wards. Moreover, in fchools 

“a teacher fhould, twice or thrice a week, {pend 

« {§me time in exercifing his fcholars in the fpeaking 

of French, converfing in-an eafy and friendly 

« manner with them, afking the youngeft queftions 

« within their reach, helping them to make their. 
: “ anfwers,
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எச requiring from thofe that are more forward 

< deferiptions and recitals of what they have heard, 

_ € feen, or read, and fpeaking nothing but F rench to 

«the forwardett and moft perfeét in the language, nor 

“© fuffer them to fpeak Englith, except thofe ~who 

6 cannot difcourfe with them in French. It is after 

€¢ ¢his manner boys awill be effectually brought to the 

{peaking of French,:and not at all by ufing them- 

_ f felves to the aforefaid gibberifh that prevails in: 

64 {chools.” - Preface to oe 5. Grammar. 

When thofe youtte perfons, who are taught French 

~ by their parents: or an Englifh governefs, have made 

fufficient progreis | in the language to bégin to fpeak it, . 

I woul d advife theirtaking a few leffons of a foreigner, 

“which would improve ‘their pronunciation and ‘put 

them i in a right method, after which they may be per- 

mitted to converfe among themfelvés. “A few Jeflons 

in, pronunciation when firft they begin ene might . 

allo be very ufeful. 

: In famil'es where a வரு mafter does not attend, 

inftead of exercifing the young people in converfing 

in French, by which they may acquire bad habits, it is 

an excellent method to procure an englifh tranflation © 

- of fome eafy french plays or dialogues, as “ The 

Children’ 5 Friend,” or “‘ The Theatre of Education,” 

which they fhould render into French off hand with- 

out referring to the dictionary or grammar, while their 

mother or governefs confylts the french edition, affift- 
ing them when at 2 lof, and correcting any faults ey 

may commit in the grammar or idioms. 

As moft young perfons have bur =e opportunities 
of
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of writing from their own invention, they may be 
exerciled in orthography both in French and Englifh 
by writing down what the matter fhall diétate to them, 
either from his own imagination ‘or by reading fome 
book very flowly and: paufing at every comma. This 
would be particularly ufeful in French, as fome tenfes 
of the verbs found fo much alike, that a fcholar mutt 
have made a confiderable progrefs in the language to . 
write it correctly. If any word be fpelled wrong, care- 
fhould be taken to repeat it again and again till the 
{cholar is quite perfect. 

To improve young people in Englith compofition, 
it Is an excellent method to give them:a fhort ftory of 
efflay written by a good author, and defire them to 

»read it over carefully once or twice and return the 

book, or it may be*read to them. The next day they 
fhould write down as much of it as they can remem- 

ber, endeavouring to imitate the author’s ftyle and 

manner. ‘Their produétion fhould then be compared 
with the original, and where they have committed any — 

fault again{t grammar or the idiom of the language it 

fhould be pointed out. 

CHAP TER. XVII. 

Poetry, Mythology, Cheice of Books. 

VI. 

Tuat wife and judicious philofopher, Plato, ba- 

nifbed poetry from his commonwealth, not thinking: 

‘fach works proper to be put into the hands of youth 
without
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without proper precautions “to prevent. the dangers 

that might arife from them. Cicero plainly approves 

of his conduct, and, fuppofing with him that poetry 

contributes only to the corruption of manners, to ener- 

_vate the mind, and ftrengthen the erroneous prejudices 

arifing from: a bad education and evil examples, 

feems aftonifhed that the inftruction of children fhould 

begin with them, and the ftudy of them be: called 

learning, or liberal education. St. Auguitin, after quot- ்‌ 

ing a paffage from Terence in which a young man 

encourages himfelf to wickednefs and impiety by the 

example of Jupiter, complains, that under pretence of 

improving his talents and learning Latin he was fet to. 

read idle fables and filthy ftories, which, though not 

‘more adapted 00 teach him Latin than any other fub- - 

jects, were. ‘calculated to give birth to the depravity 

they defcribe. 

  

Vill. 

“And here I ‘think I have a fair occafion given me 

to confider the queftion which has often been debated 

in converfation, viz. Whether the teaching a {chool 

full of boys to learn Latin by the heathen poets, as 

Ovid in his epiftles, and the filly fables of his Meta-_ 

morphofes, Horace, Juvenal, and Martial, in their 

impure odes, fatires, and epigrams, ௫0. is fo proper 

and agreeable a practice in a-chriftian country ? 

I grant the language and ftyle of thofe men who 

write in their own native tongue mult be more pure 

and perfect in fome nice elegancies and peculiarities, 

than modern writers of other nations who have imi- 

tated them ; and it is owned alfo, that the beauties of 
their
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their poefy may much excel; but in either of thefe 
things boys cannot be fuppofed to be much ட்‌ 

or injured by one or the other. 

It fhall be confeffed too, that modern poets, in every. 

_ living language, have brought into their works’ fo. 
many words, epithets, phrafes, and metaphors, from 

_ the heathen fables and ftories of their gods and heroes, 

that in order to underftand thefe modern writers it is 

neceflary to know a little of thofe ancient follies; but 

it may be anfwered, that a good diétionary, or fuch a 

book as the Pantheon, or hiftory of thofe gentile 

deities, &c. may give fufficient information of thofe 

ftories, fo far as they are neceflary and ufeful to 
{chool-boys. : 

I will grant yet further, that lads who are defigned 

to make great {cholars or divines may by reading a 

thefe heathen poets be taught better to undérftand the 

writings of the ancient fathers againft the heathen te- 

-Tigion; and they learn here what ridiculous fooleries 

the gentile nations believed as the articles of ‘their 
faith, what wretched and foul idolatries they indulged 

and practifed as duties of religion, for, want of the 

light of divine revelation. But this perhaps may be 

Jearned as well either by the Pantheon or fome other 

collection at fchool ; or after they have left the fchool 

they may read what their own inclinations lead them 

to, and whatfoever | of this kind may be really ufeful 

to them. 

But the great quettion is, Whether all thefe ad- 

vantages which have been mentioned will compenfate 

for the long months and years that-are wafted among 

their incredible and trifing romances, their falfe and 

fhameful
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thameful ftories of the gods and goddefles and their 
amours, and the lewd heroes and vicious poets of the 

heathen world? Can thefe idle and ridiculdus tales be 

of any real and folid advantage in human life? Do 

they not too often defile the mind with vain, mifchiev- 

~ ous, and impure ideas? Do they not {tick long upon: 

the fancy, and leave an unhappy influence upon youth? 

Do they not tinéture the imagination with: folly and 
vice very early, and prevent it from all that is good 
and holy ? 

Upon the whole furvey. of things it is my opinion, 
that for almoft all boys who learn this tongue, it would 

be much fafer to be taught latin poefy (as foon and 

as far as they can need it) from thofe excellent tranf 

lations of David’s Pfalms, which are given us by 

- Buchanan in the various meafures of Horace; and the 

lower claffes had better read Dr. Johnfton’s tranfla- 

tions of thefe pfalms, another elegant writer of the 
Scots nation, inftead of Ovid’s epifiles; for he has 
turned the fame palms, perhaps with greater elegance, — 

into elegiac sverfe, whereof the learned W. Ben- 

fon, Ef. has lately publifhed a noble edition; and I 

hear that thefe plalms are honoured with an increafing ~ 

ufe in the fchools of Holland and Scotland. A ftanza 

or a couplet of thefe writers would now and then ftick 
upon the minds of youth, and would furnifh them in- 
finitely better with pious and moral thoughts, and do 

fomething towards making oon 5000 men and 

Chriltians. 
But left it tfhould be thought | hard to calt Horace 

and Virgil, Ovid and Juvenal, entirely. out of the _ 

{chools, I add, if me and there a few lyric odes or 

pieces
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pieces of fatire, or fome epifodes of heroic verfe, with _ 

here and there an epigram‘of Martial, all which fhall 

be clear and pure from the ftains of vice and impiety, 

and which may infpire the mind with noble fentiments, 

fire the fancy with bright and warm ideas, or teach 

Jeffons of morality and prudence, were chofen out of 

thofe ancient Roman writers for the ufe of the {chools, 

and were collected and printed in one moderate- 

volume, or two at the moft, it would.be abundantly 

fafficient provifion out of the Roman poets for the in- 

ftru@tion of boys in all that is neceflary in that age 

of life. 
Among the rules laid down by Dr. Watts for the 

improvement of the mind by reading and ftudy the 

following appear particularly ufeful for young perfons. 

Books of importance of any kind, and elpecially 

complete treatifes on any fubject, fhould be firft read 

in a general and curfory manner, to learn a little what 

the treatife promifes, and what may be expected from , 

the writer’s manner and {kill. And for this end I 

would advife always that the preface be read, and a_ 

furvey taken of the table of contents if there be one, 

before the firft furvey of the book. By this means you 

will not only be better fitted to give the book the firft 

reading, but you will be much affifted in your fecond 

perufal of it, which fhould be done with greater atten- 

tion and deliberation, and you will learn with more 

eafe and readinefs what the author pretends to teach. 

In your reading, mark what is new or unknown to you 

before, and review thofe chapters, pages, or para- 

graphs. Unlefs a reader has an uncommon and mott 

retentive memory, I may venture to afirm, that there 
is
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tents, it is very ufeful to make one as you aré reading 
its not, with that exactnefs as to inelude the fenfe of 

every page and paragraph, which fhould be done if 
you defigned to print it; but ic is fufficient in your 
index to take notice only of thofe parts of a book 
which are new to you, or which you think well 

‘written and well mer of your remembrance or 

review. ப 

If. a book does not appear oe of a complete. 

perufal, if there be a probability that the writer will 

afford but one prize to divers blanks, you may as well 

Jay afide that book. Remember 116 1 is too fhort and 

time is too precious to read every new book quite 

over in order to find it is not worth reading. 
Do not apply yourfelf to fearch out deep, dark, and 

abftrufe matters, far above your reach, or fpend your © 

labour in-any peculiar fubjects for which you have not 

the advantages of neceffary antecedent learning, or 

books, er obfervations. Be not too hafty to know 

_ things above your prefent powers, nor plunge your in- 

quiries at once into the depths of knowledge, nor be- 

gin to ftudy any fcience in the middle of it; this will 

confound rather than enlighten the underftanding: 

fuch practifes may happen to difcourage and jade the 

mind by an attempt above its powers, it may ball the 

underftanding, and create an averfion to future dili- 

gence, and perhaps by defpair may forbid the purfuit 

of that fubject for ever afterwards. 

Engage not in the intenfe purfuit of too mapy- 

things at once, efpecially fuch as havesno relation to 

one another. This will be ready to diftract the under 

ftanding and hinder it from attaining perfection in any 

es one
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one fubje& of ftudy. Such a practice’ gives a flight 

{matterine of feveral fciences without any folid and — 

fabftantial knowledge of them, and without any real 

and valuable improvement; and though two or three 

forts of ftudy may be ufefully carried on at once, to 

entertain the mind with variety, that it may not be over= 

tired with’ one fort of thoughts, yet a multitude of 
fubjects will too much diftra& the attention, and 
weaken the application of the mind to any one of 

them. 

Where two or three fciences are purfued at the 
fame time, if one of them be dry, abftracted, and un- 

pleafant, as logic, metaphyfics, law, languages, “Vet 

another be more entertaining and agreeable, to fecure 

the mind from wearinefs and averfion to ftudy.. 

In the beginning of your application to any new 

fubje& be not too uneafy under prefent difficulties that 

occur, nor too importunate and impatient for anfwers 

and folutions to any queftions that arife. Perhaps a 

little more ftudy, a lictle further acquaintance with the 

fubjeét, a little time and experience will folve thofe 

difficulties, untie the knot, and make eve doubts 

>. vanifh. 

Talking over the ines which you have ad with 

your companions on the fir proper opportunity you 

have for it, is a moft ufeful manner of review or repe- 

tition in order to fix them upon the mind. Teach 

them your younger friends, in order to eftablifh your 

own knowledge while you communicate it to them, 

The animal powers of your tongue and ear, as well as 

your intelleétual faculties, will all join together to help 

the memory. Hlermetas ftudied hard in a remote 
நிதல தடட Canes
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corner of the land and in folitude, yet he: became a 

very learned man, He feldom was fo happy as to en- 

joy fuitable fociety at home,’ and. therefore he talked 
over to the fields and the woods in the evening what 

he had been. reading in the day, and found fo confi- 
derable advantage by. this. practice, that he recom- 
mended it to all his. friends, fince he could fet his pro- 

batum to it for feventeen years. _ - 

The belt way to learn any {cience i is. to ர with | 

a regular fyftem, or a thort ahd plain fcheme. of that 

{cience well drawn up into a narrow compafs, omit- 

ting the deeper and more abftrufe parts of it, and that 

alfo under the conduct and inftruction of fome skilful 

‘teacher. After you are grown well acquainted with a 

fhort fyitem or compendium of a fcience which 1s | 

written in the plaineft and moft fimple manner, it is 

then proper to read a large regular treatife on that 

- fubje&t, if you defign a complete knowledge and cul- 

tivation of it: and either while you are reading this 

larger fyftem, or after you have done it, then occa- 

‘ional difcourfes and effays upon the particular fub- 

jects and parts of that fcience may be read with the 

ereateft profit. = 

XL 
Fables may inftruct men, but we muft always {peak 

the naked truth to children, for if it be covered with 

a veil they will not take the. ட to fearch for it. 

Children are fet to learn La Vontaine’s Fables, but 

they cannot underltand them. If ட. did, it would 

berftill worfe, for the moral is fo obfeure and fo dil- ் 

proportioned to their age, that it ய! rather lead 

them to vice than virtue. 

     

  

{ do
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SUD வட்ட த ஸு 
~~ I do not wif'a young woman to indulge in recit- 
ing-verfes in any company that is not very private and 

chofen indeed, how much foever it is to be defired, 

that fhe fhould ftore her memory with fome of the 

moft felect fentiments and ftriking defcriptions ஸ்ட்‌ 
the bet writers both in profe and verfe. 

On this laft particular I am led to obferve, that for 
a difengaged hour there can be few occupations of 

greater entertainment or utility, than that of imprinting 

on the mind thofe pafiages from any good author, 
which happen to pleafe and affe& more than ordinary, 

either by repeating them often at the time till they are 

got by heart, or by writing them down, or fometimes 

by doing both, The advantages of fuch a practice are 

fuficiently apparent. Would it be one of the leaft, 
think ye,-that the attention of her, who was thus em- 
ployed, would be often turned from viewing and ad- 
miring her perfon or.drefs in the mirror to the con- 

temrplation of truth and virtue, and fixing their fair 
and venerable image in her foul. 

  

ae 

You fhould certainly be acquainted-with the moft 

confiderable poets, and I, would mot exclude any -of 

“name among thofe whofe morality 1s unexceptionable : 

but of poets, as of all other authors, I wih you to - 

read only fuch as are recommended to you, fince there 

are many ‘Whip debafe this divine art by abufing it to 

the purpofes of vice and impiety. But before you 

enter upon poetry, fome acquaintance with the heathen 
மதத: mythology
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mythology is neceflary, as to know the names and - 
principal offices of the gods and goddeffés, with fome 
idea of their moral meaning, feems. requifite to the un- 
derftanding almoft any poetical compofition. Boys in 
their {chool-learning have this kind of knowledge i im- 

_ prefied on their minds by a variety of books; but 
women, who do not go through the fame courfe of 

inftruction, are very apt to forget what little they read 
or hear on the fubjeét. J advife you therefore never © 
to lofe an opportunity of enquiring the meaning of 

any thing you meet with in poetry or painting allud- 

ing to the hiftory of any of the heathen deities, and of 

- obtaining from fome friend an explanation of its con- 

nection with true hiftory, or of its allegorical reference 
to morality or phyfics. 

I would by no means exclude the Kind reading 

which young people are naturally fo fond of, though I~ 

think the greateft care fhould be taken in the choice © 

of thofe fittitious ftories that fo enchant the mind,’ 

moft of which tend to inflame the paffions of youth, 
whilft the chief purpofe of education fhould be to 
moderate and reftrain them. There are however works © 

of this clafg in which excellent morality is joined with 

the moft lively pictures of the human mind, and with © 

all that can entertain the imagination and intereft the 

heart. But young people fhowld never read any thing 

of the fentimental kind without taking the judgment 

of their beft friends in the choice ; for I am perfuaded 

that the indifcriminate reading of fuch kind-of books, 

corrupts more’ female hearts than any other 08116 

whatfoever. : ்‌ 
_Invorder to retain what i is read, young perfons fhould 

be
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be taught. to caft their eyes each day over what they 

read the day before, and to look over the contents of 

every book when they have finifhed it. - ; 

  

oon MXIT 
The abuje of reading inftead of advancing becomes 

on the contrary an impediment to the progrefs of 

. knowledge. Let it not be your concern then to read 

much but to read well. | Tt would, =i ‘think, facilitate 

very much what I am anxious that you fhould attend 

to, if upon meeting with any thing extraordinary In 

any man’s life, or any new obfervation recorded in an 

author you read, you were to fhut the book and 

imagine yourlelf in their circumftances or fituation, ‘ 

and confider the merit or demerit of the action or 

fentiment, comparing it with what you might have 

done or {aid on the {ame occafion. Or if, when you 

meet with a general, who though he has an oppor- 

tunity of making a {peech to his foldiers yet opens not 

his mouth, you were to put yourfelf at the head of 

his army and compofe an harangue for him. Or 

again, when you find a fenator fitting filent, you (hould 

make him rife up, and having properly confidered the 

matter in debate and the charaéter of him you would 

with to {peak, deliver in his ftead an oration adapted 

to the purpofe, endeavouring to make the matter and 

words fuch as he might have been _fuppofed to ufe. 

_'Thefe and other incidents of the like kind often occur 

‘in the {peech-making but admirable hiftorians of anti- 

quity. Numerous are the advantages to be derived 

from fuch a practice. Among others it would tend 

to make you obferve the peculiar and hidden excel- 

Pie ie = lencies
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lencies of the authors you perufe, it would exercife ட 
your faculties in applying properly your own fenti- — 

ments and your pen in imitating their language, and 

thus by inuring you to think after their manner.and by © 

polifhing your ftyle it would teach you dn time to 

catch fomething of their {pirit and elegance, and make 
. their feveral beauties as it were your own. 

It has been faid that fince the birth of the arts and 

fciences reading was never. fo much in fafhion asin © 

the prefent age; and that men, generally {peaking, 
were never fo ignorant and fuperficial. However 

dogmatical this affertion may be, it is neverthelefs too 
true that there are many who read with no other view — 

than to talk and fhine in company. This being the 
fummit of their ambition, they fuppofe that the re- 

membrance of fome particular facts, fome fine fen- 

tences, Or humourous anecdotes, will make up for 

every other deficiency. 

I forget whether it was among La Bruyere’s Apoph-. 
thegms \ {aw it obferved, “that very few know how to 
pals their leifure hours.” Now to avoid paffing fuch 
intervals in illiberal purfuits or thofe which are alto- 
gether frivolous one fhould always have fome fixed 

~ employment of them. Perhaps they cannot for the 

-moft part be more pleafantly or more wifely employed 

than in reading the beft Englith poets, efpecially Mil- 

‘ton and Shakefpeare, in perufing well-written tours 

and voyages, or periodical papers, or fome candid and 

fenfible biographer. The hiftory of England and 
other compofitions of the‘ fort, which to read them 

properly require much time and care, had better be 

deferred till you have finifhed a regular courfe of ftudy 

in ancient literature. 
We
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ச XX, 

We now read Telemachus in the morning and La 
Fontaine’s. fables in the afternoon. Adelaide, tranf 
ported, thanks me at every page for having refufed — 
her thefe admirable works while fhe was too young 

to know their value, and cannot conceive what folly 

can make people allow their childrea to read them, 
If I were not very careful, her fondnefs for reading 
would make her neglect her other avocations. 

  

XXVII. 

‘When young people begin to read poetry, they 
fhould be taught to confine their attention for a con- 

fiderable time to the great poets, as many a fine 

genius is lowered and {poiled by attending to the little 

trifling compofitions which are to be found in abund- ’ 
ance in many of our modern mifcellanies. — 

The mediocres porte, or the poet-tafters, muft by 
no means be read while the judgement is immature. 
The young mind is prone to imitate bad models in 
literature as well as in life. The fairet forms of 

things muft be prefented to the eye of imitative 

genius, and a veil drawn over deformity * 

Let every art be applied to induce boys to devote 
fome of their vacant hours to private reading. If they 
have natural abilities and their private reading is well 

* When firft young people begin to read poetry, may it not 
be ufeful for them fometimes to turn it into profe, as this exercife 

will fhow whether they really underftood what they read, or were 

only amufed with the harmony of the lines? To exercife their in- 

vention they may afterwards again turn it into verfe. Ed. - 

chofen,
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~ chofen, they will, after due preparation, derive more ; 

benefit from it than from any formal inftruction * 

One caution is highly neceffary on this fubje&t. 
Novels muft be prohibited. » I have known boys of 

parts ftopped at once in their career of improvement 

in claffical knowledge by reading novels. They muft 

not be read till a firm foundation is laid for folid im= 
provement. True hiftory will afford little entertain- 

ment to thofe boys who can procure fiction. Exclude | 

fiction, and they will be delighted with true hiftory. . 

  

XXIX. s 

Sentimental tales, affecting dramas, and paffionate 

poetry, form a premature fpecies of fenfibility on a. 

feale above that of human life; or they introduce in 

the mind difeafed debility fimilar to thofe diforders 
in the body which are denominated nervous, and which 

no {kill can remove. By inducing premature fenfibi- 

lity we exhauft the hearts of children before they 

fhould know they have any. 

The prevailing method of obliging children by 

punifhments and rewards to apply certain portions of 

time to books they do not underftand, is attended with 

injuries to their underftandings and difpofitions, which 

can never be remedied. The fruitlefs efforts of the 

mind in infancy to underftand the fubtilties of gram- 

mar, the ambiguities of poetry, and the myfteries of 

metaphyfics and religion, are generally fucceeded by 

an indolent acquiefcence fatal to ail great and manly 

exertions. Hence the prevalence of fpecious 1gno- 

rance and fervile credulity in the general clafs of 

literati, and hence the mere habit of reading (without | 

ட ஹர
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‘any fpecific object) as pernicious ; as any in‘fociety: it 
mifpends time, health, fenfibility, memory, and it 

. ftiffes all the noble faculties of the mind. 
Though we poffefied the Encyclopzdia* and made 

' great ufe of it, it may be proper to obferve that we 
never read one article unlefs we wanted information in 
the accomplifhment of fome purpofe or the conftruc- 
tion of fome machine. The impreffions of our ftudies 
were therefore indelible, and no affiduity or pains were 
wanting in fully comprehending our inftruction. To 
excite and fatisfy the curiofity.of young people in the 
purfuit of fcience [ would recommend the Encyclo- 
peedia and the tranfaCtions of the feveral philofophical 
focieties of Furope; and where the expenfe of thefe 

publications is an obftacle, families who cannot afford 
them fhould affociate with others of fimilar views, 
‘This {pecies of affociation poe have numerous ad- 
vantages. That torpor which is apt to prevail in thé 
regular arrangements of a family would be prevented, 
children would have Opportunities of mingling with 
children, and their tutors would improve or benefit 
each other. A common library and apparatus might 
be procured at a moderate expenfe, and many of the 
advantages of private and public education united. 

  

Love-tales are always ‘improper for the ears of 
- youth, whofe mind fhould be. ever open to the foft 

* Where an Encyclopedia is defigned for the ufe of young peo- 
“ple, would it not be better for the articles furgery, anatomy, mid- 
wifery, phyfc, &c. to be bound up in a feparate volume with the 
plates belonging to them, as they are many of them unft for the 
infpeétion of youth? Ed, - 

feelings ’
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trufted with books as with every thing elfe. A flight 

pencil line at the fide of every page will them be all 
that is neceflary to guide them to the beft parts of any 
book. Sufpicion would be as ‘injurious, as too eafy 

a faith is imprudent : confidence confirms integrity, 

but the habits of truth muft be formed before danger- 

ous temptations are prefented. — os 

With refpe& to féntimental ftories and books of 

mere entertainment, they fhould be fparingly ufed, ef 

pecially in the education ‘of girls. Stories are the 

novels of childhood, and they lower the tone of the 

mind and unfit it for more inftructive reading. 

Befides, this fpecies of reading diminifhes inftead of 

increafing the fenfibility of the heart, .Thofe who are 

accuftomed to read of fcenes of elegant diftrefs, will 

fly from diftrefs when furrounded by dirt and rags. 

Parents would do well to fele@ papers or paflages out’ - 

of our beft Enghfh authors, which may exactly fuic ’ 

the tafte, age, or temper of the child they permit to 

read it, and by thus feizing the happy moment for in- 

ftruétion, children will improve more than by running | 

regularly through a great number of volumes. The 

cuftom of reading aloud for a great while together is 

extremely fatiguing to children, and hurtful to their 

underftandings ; they learn to read on without the 

flighteft attention or thought. Children fhould never 

be permitted to read out what they do not underftand, 

and tutors may find out by their manner of reading 

whether a fentence is intelligible to them.or not. Chil- 

dren fhould alfo be permitted to put Gown the .book . 

as foon as they are tired; but an attentive tutor will 

perceive when they ought to be ftopped, before the 

ucmoft point of fatigue. Tchouall
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Though a book-may not intereft a child at one 

time, it may at another; the child is always the beft 
judge of what is fuiced to his prefent capacity. If he 

fays, * Such a book tires me, I do not underftand in 

the anfwer fhould be, ‘* You are very mght not to 
read what tires you, my dear, and I am glad you have 

fenfe enough to tell me this book does not entertain 

you, though it is written by one of the beft authors in 
the Englith language. I do not think at all the 

worfe of your tafte and underftanding; probably the 

day may come gece it will entertain you; put it by till 
then I advife you.” 

Children fhould alfo be permitted to give avons own 

opinions on the books they read, inftead of being firft 

told which are beauties and which are faults, which 
paflage they fhould admire and which they fhould dif- 

like; as it takes off from the pleafure of reading and 

attending to their own fenfations. 

With a little care preceptors may manage fo as to 
teach mythology without the leaft injuring their pupils.- 
They may be familiarized to the ftrange manners and 

‘ftrange perfonages of ancient fable, and may confider 

them as a fet of beings who are not to be judged by 

any rules of morality, and who have nothing in 
common with ourfelyes.. « : 

Se 

011. 

The fwarms of abridgments, b beauties, and compen- 
diums, which form too confiderable a paft of young 

_dadies libraries, may be confidered in many inftances _ 

as an infallible receipt for making a fupenficial mind. . 

There feems, if I may make the remark, to be a 

miftake
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miftake in the ule of abridgments. They are pur 
fyftematically into the hands of youth, who have or 

ought to have’ leifure for the works at large, while 

abridgments feem’ more immediately calculated for 

perfons in more advanced life who with to recall 

fomething they had forgotten; who want to reftore 

old ideas rather than acquire new ones; or they are 

ufeful to perfons immerfed im the bufinefs of the world, 

who have little leifure for voluminous reading. They 

are excellent to refrefh the mind, but not competent 

to form it. 

  

Extraé from Mis Hamilton's Letters on Education™. 

It has been lamented by fome fenfible writers on 

education, that of the number of books profeffedly - 

written for children there fhould be fo few that can 

be fafely recommended to their perufal. The fear 

of ‘perverting the judgment at .that_ early ‘period 

by erroneous or incomprehenfble ftatements of 

faés or circumftances has in my opinion been fome- 

what over-rated; but the danger of inflaming the 

imagination and kindling the paffions by a detail of 

fiGtitious wonders or falfe and ftrained reprefenta- 

tions of fuppofed events is deferving of our ferious 

- attention. It is not the moral of the tale alone to 

which a difcriminating mother will attend: fhe will 

carefully obferve its tendency, well knowing that the 

% Milfs Hamilton’: Letters havieg been publifhed fince the forme! 

part of this work went to prefs, they are not noticed in the lift of 

authors at the beginning of the firlt volume; Iam happy however 

to have feen them early enough to introduce the above excellent 

remarks on beoks for children. Ed. ்‌ ்‌ 

eae tendency
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tendency may be pernicious, even where the moral 

is unexceptionable. -On the minds of children the 

moral makes but a flight impreffion; but by the = 

paffions which it excites, by the train of ideas it 

affociates, may ‘the tendency of every book be de- 

termined, 

The agency of fupernatural beings, fuch as fairies 

and genii, is not ferioufly believed in by the child 

who takes moft delight in perufing the extravagant 

compofitions in which thefe fanciful agents are intro- - 

duced, but the impreffion left upon the mind may 
neverthelefs be fufficiently. powerful to expofe it to 
the influence of fuperftitions in after-life. An early 
tafte for the wonderful naturally difpofes the mind 

to credulity, and by credulity the tafte for the 

wonderful is gratified at fo cheap a rate, that the 

_perfon who has cherifhed ic turns with. difeut from 
the found reafoning that would enforce conviction. 

How many of the epidemic follies, which have at 

different periods appeared to infect the human race, 

might a philofophic obferver trace to this prolific 

fource. 

If the ftories of giants and enchanters, of fairies 

and genii, produce a ரன to fuperftition by the 

powerful impreffion they leave upon the fancy, we 

ought to rejoice in their expulfion from the juvenile 

library; but lec us examine what has there fupplied 

their place. A fwarm of Lilyputian novels, pretty 

ftories of pretty mafters and miffes, who ride in 

pretty coaches and are rewarded by fine clothes ‘and 

charming {weetmeats for their good behaviour: 3 and 

what impreffion do we. fuppofe thefe circumftances 
31: டே are
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are calculated to make upon the-infant mind? A — 
vague idea of happineis attendant upon riches and 
honours, a defire of diftinétion engendered by falfe 
notions of glory, and falfe expectations concerning 

‘ the rewards of vice and virtue. Should the impref- 

fion be too faint to give ftreneth and permanence to - 

the pernicious affociations thus produced, there is 

ftill another bad confequence attendant upon thefe: 

pretty fitions, that is worthy our confideration. Ta 

proportion as they give an unneceffary ftimulus to 

imagination, they retard the progrefs of the other 

faculties of the mind ; and while they create an infa- 

tiable thirft after novelty, they produce a habit of 

indolent reverie, which deftroys the active powers by 

preventing their exertion. I have known children 

of uncommonly dull capacities, and who feemed very 

deficient in imagination, who yet took great delight 

in thefe fiGtions, efpecially where the events were 

‘new and marvellous; but I never could obferve that 

any of the faculties were in the leaft degree im- 

proved by their perufal; fo far the reverfe, that I 

have generally found the diflike to application in- 

creafed and the capability of attention deftroyed 

after a free indulgence in thefe vifionary tales. 

Where the paffions of wonder, terrour, and fur- 

prife are frequently excited by defcriptions of the 

marvellous, fuch a tendency to thefe paffions may 

be generated, as fhall render the-mind prone to fu- 

perftition and credulity ; and though the impreffion 

made by fictions lefs improbable and abfurd may 

be more flight and. tranffient, they may neverthelefs 

by means. of falfe affociations fow the feeds of pride; 
ambition,
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ambition, and vain- glory i in the infant hese Rakes 

however, would I permit a child to perufe the moft 

- foolifh ftory-book that ever the wildeft fancy — 

formed, and truft to my own endeavours for -coun- 
teraéting its tendency either by reafon or ridicule, 
than hazatd the confequences of betraying my 
anxiety in fuch a manner as muft inevitably excite 
curiofity and fufpicion. I honour the principle from 

_ which this tender folicitude to guard every avenue to 
errour certainly fprings, but at the fame time muft 

freely confefs my apprehenfion, that tke evil confe- 

quences which may arife from leading a child to 

confider itfelf in the light of an extraordinary beings 

for whom the beft books that ever were written for 

children are not fufficiently wife and good, may be 

of a more ferious nature than any of thofe againft 

which they fo feduloufly guard. 

«© The moon fhines at night when the fun is gone 

to bed,” is an expreffion in one of Mrs. Barbauld’s 

excellent little books for children, and objected to 

by Mifs Edgeworth on account of the erroneous 

opinion it conveys. With all due deference to an 

authority fo refpectable, I much queftion whether 

- the idea excited by the expreffion above quoted can 

make more than a momentary impreffion on the 

moft jovenile pupil; while the falfe opinions that - 

may be formed of the tutor’s motive for obliterat- 

ing the reprobated line will probably give ‘birth to 

pride and fufpicion, paffions that are neither tranfient 

nor innoxious. To preferve the tender mind from 

falfe and erroneous notions upon every fubjec&t ap- | 

to at firft fight to be very defirable; but to do 

Q2- ae ia
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fo effétually, we muft fhut up the organs of fenfe; 

for by the impreffions made upon thefe thoufands 
of erroneous notions are every day received at a 

period when the judgment is immatured by expes 
rience, and the mind incapable of reflection. But, as 

thefe impreffions are flight, the affociations formed 

by their means are tranfient, and may therefore be 

eafily changed.” 

We may obliterate lines and cut out whole pages 

of the books we put into our children’s hands in the 

manner recommended by Mifs Edgeworth, and yet 

find it impoffible to prevent the mifconceptions of 

infant inexperience ; for thefe will often attach 1816 

ideas to a word or a fentence which appears to us 

clear and intelligible. Our pains in this refpect may 

be therefore thrown away, while the bad confe- 

quences may operate upon the mind for ever. : 

Where whole pages of a book are improper for a 

child’s perufal, the book ought to be entirely with- 

held; and where we obferve words or fentences 

- Jiable to mifconftru@ion in a book we think other- | 

wife unexceptionable, would it not be better to 

mark them with a pencil, fo as afterwards to exa- 

mine the child upon them in order to correét any 

erroneous opinion they may have conveyed, than to 

leave him to fill the chafm by conjeCture? By thus 

pointing out the errours into which his unafiitted 

judgment is liable to fall, we fhall promote that 

teachablenels of difpoficion fo effential to the fuccels 

of the tutor, and repel that early vanity, which how- 

ever powerful a weapon it may be found in the 

hands of the teacher, we cannot but confider as in 

jurious to the pupil's mind.“ 

ட்
‌
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CHAP PER. XVI 

Hijftory, Chronology, Law, and Commerce. 

i. 
THE next remove in the education of youth muft 

be to the ftudy of politics; to know the beginning, 

end, and reafons of political focieties, that they may 

not, in a dangerous fivof the commonwealth, be fuch 

poor, fhaken, uncertain reeds, of fuch tottering con- 

fcience as many of ‘our great counfellors have lately 

fhown themfelves, but ftedfaft pillars of the ftate. 
After this they are to dive into the grounds of law 

and legal juftice, delivered firft and with beft warrant 

by Mofes; and, as far as human prudence can be 

trufted, in thofe extolled remains of grecian lawgivers, 
Lycurgus, ‘Solon, Zaleuchus, Charondas; and thence 

to all the Roman edicts and tables with their Julti- 

nian; and fo down to the Saxon and common laws of: 

England, and the ftatutes. ng 

  

IV. 

It would be ftrange to fuppofe an Englifh gentle- 

man fhould be ignorant of the laws of his country. 

This, whatever fituation he is in, is fo requifite, that 

from a juftice of the peace to a minilter of ftate I 

know no place he can well fill without it. And to 

that purpofe I think the right way for a gentleman to 

ftudy our law, which he does not defign for his call- 

ing, is to take a view of our Englifh conftitution and 

O23 government
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. government in the ancient books of the common law, 

and fome more modern writers, who out of them 

have given an account of this government ; -and ஷு 

ing got a true idea of that, then to read our hiftory, © 

and with it join in every king’s reign the laws then 

made. This will give an infight into the reafon of our- 

ftatutes, and fhow the true ground on which they 

came to be made, and what weight they ought to 

have. 

  

Vi. 

To all the deluding enchantments of the world we 

fhould oppofe a voice that fhall make itfelf heard amid 

the confufion of dangerous opinions and difperfe all 

thefe erroneous prejudices. Youth require a faithful 

and conftant monitor or advocate, if I may ufe the ex- 

preffion, to plead the caufe of truth, honefty, and rea- - 

fon, to point out the miftakes that prevail in the 

common language of the world, and to lay before 

them certain rules whereby they may-difcern them. 

But who fhall this monitor be? The mafter ‘who has 

the care of their education? And fhall he make fet 
leffons on purpofe to inftrué them on this head? At 
the very name of leffons-they take the alarm, keep 

themfelves upon their guard, and fhit their ears to’all 
he can fay. To avoid this we fhould give them 

matters who are liable to no fufpicion or diftruft, we - 

muft carry them back into other countries and times, 
and oppofe the opinions and examples of the great mem 

of antiquity to the falle principles and bad examples 

which miflead the majority of mankind, How dif 

ferent from the tafte of the prefent day are the inflances 
: we 

i
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we meet with in ancient hiftory, where we fee diGa-~ 

tors and confuls taken from the plough! How low in 

appearance! Yet thofe hands, grown hard by labour- 

ing in the field, fupported the tottering ftate, and faved © 

the commonwealth. Far from folicitoufly endeavour- 

ing to grow rich, they refufed the gold that was offered 

them, and found it more gratifying co command thofe 

who were rich, than to poffefs riches themfelves. 

Hiftory when properly taught becomes a {chool of 
morality to all mankind. It condemns vice, tears off 

the mafk from pretended virtues, expofes popular er- 

rours and prejudices, difpels the delufive charms’ of 

riches and vain pomp which dazzle the imagination, 

and fhows by a thoufand examples more effectual than | 

any reafoning, that nothing is great or commendable 
but honour and probity. The efteem and admi- 

ration, which the moft corrupt cannot refufe to the 

great and good actions recorded in hiftory, con- - 

firms the important truth, that virtue is man’s real 

good and alone renders him truly great and valuable. 

The majority of the moft famous conquerors they will 

find confidered as public calamities, as the enemies of _ 

mankind, and the plunderers of nations, who, hurried 

on by a blind and reftlefs ambition, fpread defolation 

from country to country, and, like an inundation or a 

fire, ravage all before them. 

The principal advantage of hiftory is to preferve 

and invigorate thofe fentiments of probity and inte- 

grity which we bring into, the world, and if we have 

deviated from them, to draw us back by degrees, and 

-rekindle in us thofe precious fparks by frequent ex- 

amples of virtue. A matter well: fkilled in directing 
Q4 é ர the
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_ the genius, which is his chief duty, will omit -no op- 
_postunity of inflilling into his. feholars the principles 
of honour and equity, and of exciting in them an ardent 
love of virtue and abhorrence of vice. Being as yet 

tender and tractable, and corruption not having taken 

deep root in their minds, truth more eafily finds ad- 
mittance and fixes its abode there, if at all affifted by 

the wife reflection and reafonable counfels of the 

tutor. 

When on every point of hiftory read:to- children, 

or at Jeaft on the brighteft and moft important, they 

are afked their opinion and defired to point out what- 
ever is beautiful, great, and commendable, or the con- 

trary, they will feldom fail to anfwer juftly and ration- 

ally, or to pafs a found and equitable judgment on 
whatever is propoitd to them. This an{wer, this 

judzment, as I have already faid, are in them the voice 

of nature and of reafon, and cannot be fulpected, be- 

caufe not fugsefted. This too becomes in them a 
rule of good tafte with refpe& to folid glory and true 

greatnefs. When they read of a Regulus expofing 

himfelf to the moft cruel torments rather than break: 

his word, a Cyrus and a Scipio ‘giving public ex- 

amples of continence and wifdom, all the ancient 

Romans, fo illuftrious and fo generally efteemed, lead- 

ing a frogal and fober life, and on the other hand 

meet with aétions of treachery, debauchery, diffolute- 

nefs, or avarice in great and confiderable perfons, they 

hefitare not a moment to ) pronalance in favour of 

virtue. 

The firft care in the ftudy of hiftory fhould be to 

கேர it into fuch order and method as to be able 

ர clearly
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clearly to diftinguifh facts, perfons, times, and places. 

To this end chronology and geography may contribute} 

they have been defervedly called the two eyes of ட்‌ 

tory, as they give it great additional light and remove 
from it all confufion. : : 

When | recommend the ftudy of chronology, I am 

far from wifhing to engage youth in the examination 
“of thofe difficule and knotty queftions of which it is 

very fufceptible, and the difcuffion of which properly 

belongs only to the learned. Icis fufficient if they have 

a clear and diftinét idea, not of the precife year of 
every particular fact, for that would be endlefs and ex- 
‘tremely irkfome, but of the period when the moft con- 

fiderable events happened, 
One thing which may very much contribute to 

bringing the ftudy of hiftory into order or method, is 

to divide the whole into certain parts and zras, which 

at once prefent to the mind a kind of general plan of 
hiftory, point out the principal events, and fhow their 

feries and duration. Thefe divifions muft hot be too 

numerous, left they occafion confufion and obfcurity, 

and any fractions or {mall numbers fhould if poffible 

be avoided, reducing them rather to round fums. At 

firft the great outlines are fuflicient. 

In ftudying facred hiftory we muft not neglect the 

ufages and cuftoms peculiar to the Jews, their laws, 

government, and mode of life. The excellent book 

of M. VAbbé Fleurey, enticed “ Manners of the I/- 

raelites,’ contains all that can be defired on that 

fabject. 
I am aware, boys cannot purfue a courfe of hiftory 

by reading only with their mafters during {chool-hours, 

Res but
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but { would have a certain tafk given them to read by 
themfelves in private every day, of which they fhould 

be obliged to give an account from time to time in 
their claffes. 

  

IX. 

_ Next after fuch a knowledge of languages, num- 
bers, geometry, geography, chronology, and logic, — 

which may be called inftrumental ftudies: after fucha — 

moderate acquaintance with thefe as may be acquired | 

before eighteen or twenty, youth may proceed to the 

more manly ftudies of hiftory, biography, the theory 

of ‘government, law, commerce, ceconomics, and 

ethics. : 

XI. 

‘That my pupil may be acquainted with the human 

heart without the rifk of fpoiling his own, I would 

fhow him man ar a diftance; I would deferibe to him 

men of other timés and other places, that he may be 

a fpectator of their follies without being corrupted 

by their example. This is the time for beginning 

- the fluly of hiftory, which will teach him to read the 

human heart better than any leffons of philofophy what- 

ever, and being only a fimple fpectator he may view _ 

mankind without intereft or prejudice, not as an ac- 

complice or as an accufer, but as their judge. The 

wortt hiftories for 2 young man are thofe which are 

full of moral refleétion. Let him read the facts and 

judge for himfelf; this is the way for him to know 

men. If he be conftantly guided by the opinion of 

the author, he will only fee with the eyes of another, 

ப 
ane
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and when he is deprived of thefe he will no longer 

fee at all. : 

  

SS SRY 

_ The principal ftudy I would recommend is hiftory; 

1 know of nothing equally proper to entertain and 
improve at the fame time, or that is fo likely to form 

_and ftrengthen the judgment, and, by giving a liberal 

and comprehenfive ‘view of human nature, in fome 
-meafure to fupply the defect of that experience, which 

18 ufually attained too late to be. of much fervice to | 

us: let me add, that more materials for converfation 

are fupplied by this kind of knowledge than by almott 
any other. > 

Though chronology mult be well learned, to be 

perfect in hiftory, yet 1 muft remark that no one can 
make any ufe of the different epochas in chronology, 

or.even hope to retain them, till they have read hiltory. 

When they have gone through Rollin’s Hiffoire ancienne 

once, then will be the time to fix the ancient chronology 

deep in the mind, which will very much enhance the 

pleafure and ufe of reading it a fecond time; for 0௦- 
body reads a hiftory to much purpofe, who does not go 

~ . Over it more than once. 

Some regular plan fhould be obferved in hiftorical 

ftudies, which can never be purfued with advantage 
otherwife than in a continued feries. I do not mean 

‘that young perfons fhould be confined folely to thae 
_ kind of reading; on the contrary, 1 wifh them fre- 

quently to relax with poetry or fome other amufement 

whilft they are purfuing a courfe of hiftory: I only 

mean that they fhould not mix ancient hiftory with 

modera,
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modern, or general hiftories of one place with particular 
reigns in another. 

  

யர] 

While you are in France, I could with that the 

hours you allot for hiftorical amufement fhould be en- 
tirely devoted to the hiftory of France. One always 
reads hiftory to moft advantage in that country to 

which it is relative, not only books but perfons being 

ever at hand co folve doubts and clear up difficulties. 

I by no means advife you to throw away your time 

in ranfacking, hke a dull antiquarian, the minute and 

unimportant parts of remote and fabulous times. Let 

blockheads read what blockheads wrote. A general 

notion of the hiftory of France to the reign of 
Louis XI. is fufficient for ufe, ey fufficient 

for you. 

_ A judicious reader of ‘hiftory will fave Aimee a 

great deal of time and trouble by attending with care 

only to thofe interefting events and marked zras, 

going flightly over the common run of events. Some 

people read hiflory as others read the Pilgrim’s Pro- 

grefs, giving equal attention to and indifcriminately 

Joading their memories with every part alike. But I 

would have you read it in a different manner; take 

the fborteft general hiftory you can find of every 

country, and mark down in that hiftory the moift im- 

portant periods, fuch as conquefts, changes of kings, 

and alterations of the form of government; and then 

have recourfe to more extenfive hiftories or particulat 

treatifes relative to thefe great points. Confider them 

well, trace up their caufes, and follow their con- 

Us ae
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Ass you have not much time to read, you fhould 
employ it in reading what is the moft neceflary, and 
that is indifputably modern, hiltorical, geographical, 

chronological, and political knowledge ; the prefent 
conftitution, maxims, force, riches, trade, commerce, — 

characters, parties, and cabals of the feveral courts of 

Europe. Many who are reckoned good {cholars, 

though they know pretty accurately the governments 
of Athens and Rome, are totally ignorant of the con- 

ftitution of any one country now in Europe, even of 

their own. Read juft enough Latin and Greek to 
keep up your claffical learning, which will be an orna- 
ment to you while young ind a comfort to you when 

old, but the true ufeful knowledge, and efpecially to 

you, is the modern knowledge abovementioned. 

XX. 

One of our faloons contains on one fide medallions 
of the feven kings of Rome followed by thofe great 

men. who rendered the republic, fo illuftrious, and 
every emperor down to Conftantine. On the oppofite 

fide are piCtures of the moft celebrated roman ladies, 

and of the empreffes down to the fame period. The — 

‘other: two fides reprefent felect paflages of roman 

hiftory, with an explanation and date under each. We 
then enter a long gallery, which is painted in a fimilar 

manner with the grecian hiftory, and at the end of 

this gallery is my bed-chamber, where I have hung 

fome {cripture pieces. My daughter’s chamber joins 

mine; it is hung with englifh blue paper, and orna- 

mented with little coloured prints reprefenting inci- 

dents taken from the hiftory of France, Thefe prints 
்‌ may
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may be removed at pleafure, and I have written an 

explanation of them on the back of each. Our par- 

Jour is ornamented with mythological pictures, which 
are often the fubje&é of our converfation during 

dinner. Befides this we have fix large fereens.with 

the chronologies of England, Spain, Portugal, Ger- 
many, Malta, and Turkey. 

od 

xX! 

Reafon and experience tell us, that to 20 through a 

~ regular courfe of ancient hiftory during our younger 

years is by far the beft and perhaps indeed the only 

fare way of laying a good foundation for a ftore of 

practical and ufeful knowledge. There can be nothing 

more plain than that the mind, when ftrengthened and 

expanded by having been ufed to contemplate the civil 

conftitutions and popular bufinefs of Greece and Rome, _ 

comes with fingular advantage to the fudy of thofe of 

our own country and of other modern nations. And 

as it is of greater confequence to remember whatever 

relates to thefe laft, and to fornr a right judgment of 

them, we hall be now more capable of doing fo: at 

the fame time we fhall imbibe fomething of the {pirit, 

of the refolure though often irregular and miftaken 

virtue of that brave people, who would rather have ex- 

changed life for what they in a great meafure thought 

utter annihilation, than their own Jaws for thofe of the 

perfian or carthagenian invaders. . The reading of 

them makes one’s blood’ glow within one. Would to 

God it would ever tend to infpire us all with a true” 

Jove of our country and a veneration for our well- 

founded conftitution! that it would make us quit x 

p2 5 
i
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: paths of /axury and licentioufnefs, and ftand unmoved 

in the caufe of liberty! Fair Liserty! what glorious 
deeds have been performed by thy real votaries! 

  

XXXVI. 
Nothing is ‘fo wretched a wafte of time as the ftudy . 

of abridgments. If you with to be acquainted with’ 
the grecian and roman hiftories, read their ‘own 

writers. No perfons feem to have been more utter 

ftrangers to that republican {pirit which is the fource 

of our virtues, than thofe authors who have affumed to 

be the hiftoriographers of the ancient republics. 

  

: 20171. டட 

‘The knowledge of hiftory is thought a neceffary 
accomplifhment in one fex, and an effential part of 
education in the other. We ought however to dif- 

tinguith between that knowledge of hiflory and chro- 
nology which is really ufeful, and that which is ac- 

quired merely for parade. “We muft call that ufeful 

knowledge, which enlarges the view of human life and 

of human nature; which teaches by the experience of 

the paft what we may expect in future. To ftudy hit 

tory as it relates to thefe objedts, the pupil mutt have 

acquired much previous Knowledge, the habit of 
-reafoning, and the power of combining diftant analo- 

gies. The works of Hume, of Robertfon, Gibbon, 

and Voltaire, can be properly underftood only by well- 

informed and highly cultivated underftandings. En- 

larged views of policy, fome knowledge of the interefts 

of commerce, of the progrefs and {tate of civilization 
and literature in different countries, are neceflary to 

0 ஏமன்‌
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whoever ftudies thefe authors with real advantage *, 

Without thefe the fineft fenfe and the fineft writing 

mu{t be utterly thrown away upon the reader.” ்‌ 

Children confequently under the name of fathion- 

able hiftories often read what to them is abfolute non- 

fenfe: they have very little motive for the ftudy of 

hiftory, and all that we can fay.to keep alive their 

intereft, amounts to the common argument, “ that 

« {uch information will be uleful to them hereafter, | 

«< when they hear hiftory mentioned in Converfation.” 

When our pupils grow up, at whatever age they 

may be capable of underftanding hiftory, the beft ட்‌ 

authors who have written on each fide of the queftion, 

the beft works, without any party confiderations, 

fhould be put into their hands; and lec them form 

their own opinions from faéts and arguments, unin- 

fluenced by paffion and uncontrolled by authority, 

Gray’s Memoria Technica is a ufeful book to help 

the memory. For children the little ballad of the 

chapter of kings will not be found beneath the notice 

‘of mothers who attend to education. If the technical 

terminations of Gray are: inferted, they will never be* 

forgotten. ‘ 

Small charts upon the plan of Prieftley’s might be 

provided for young people to fill up themfelves with 

any names that may occur in hiftory. They may be 

bound in oétavo like maps by the middle fo as to 

unfold both ways: thirty-nine inches by nine will bea 

convenient fize. - 

* Jn order to read the hiftory of England with advantage, 

young people fhould perhaps be previoufly acquainted with Black- 

frone's Commentaries and Snuths Wealth of Nations, or fome other 

works of a fimilar nature. 2d, ்‌ 
Prints,
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Prints maps and medals which are a part of the 
conftant furniture of a room are feldom attended to by , 
young people; but when circumftances- excite an in- 

tereft upon a particular fubject, that is the moment to 
produce the fymbols which record and communicate 
knowledge. 

We with that a writer equal to fuch a call would 
write trials for children, as exercifes for their judg- 
ment, beginning with the fimpleft and proceeding 
gradually to the more complicated cafes in which 
moral reafoning can be ufed. We do not mean that 
it would be advifable to initiate young readers in the 
technical forms of Jaw; but the general principles of 
jultice, upon which all law is founded, might we think, 

_ be advantageoufly exemplified. ‘There is a flight at- 
tempt at this kind of compofition in “ Evenings at 
Home.” We thould prefer truth to fifion ; any trials 

. fuited to the capacity of young people feleéted from 
the occurrences of real life would be. preferable to 
any that could be invented by the moft fkilful writer, 

/ 

  

XLII. se 
The fuperficial queftion-and-anfwer- way, in which | 

young women often learn hiftory, furnifhes the mind 
with little to lean on: the events being detached and 
feparated, the aétions having no links to unite them 
with each other, the chronology being reduced to dif- 
connected: dates, they cannot faften themfelves on the 

underftanding, but rather float on the memory than 

contribute to form the mind of the reader, or enrich ~ 

his judgment in the nee fcience of men and 

manners. 
VOL. If, R
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CHAPTER XIX, 

Geography and Aftronomy. 

; IV. 

Gerocrapny I think fhould be begun early, for the 

learning of the figure of the globe, the fituation and 

boundaries of the four parts of the world, and that of 

particular kingdoms and countries, being only an exer- 

cife of the eyes and memory, a child with pleafure will 

learn and retain them. Thefe things, that he willthus 
learn by fight and have by rote in his memory, is not at 

all, 1 confefs, that which he is to learn on the globes; 

but yet it is a good ftep and preparation to it, and will 
make the remainder much eafier when his judgment 
is grown ripe enough for it, befides which it is a great 
faving of time. When he underftands a little of arith- 

-metic, he may then advance farther in geography and. 
be taught Jongitude and latitude, and by them be made 

to underftand the ufe of maps, and by the numbers 

- placed on the their fides to know the refpective fitua- 

tion of countries and how to find them out on the 
terreftrial globe. 

  

i evils 

Geography is an abfolutely neceflary part of educa- 

tion. Through not learning it when young many 

perfons continue ignorant of it through life, and ex- 

pofe themfelves by miftakes that render them very — 
ridiculous. 

{
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ridiculous, A quarter of an hour daily and regularly 

beftowed on this ftudy will fffice to perfect them in 
' it. After the general principles have been explained, 
_the pupils fhould never be fuffered to pafs by the name 

of any confiderable town or river mentioned by any 
author without fhowing their places on the map. They 

fhould alfo learn to point out the. fituation of every 

city with reference to the other places fpoken of. 

They fhould trace the rivers from their fources to the 

’ place where they difcharge themfelves into the fea or 

fome great river, and point out the confiderable towns 

~ by which they pafs. When they are tolerably well in- 

“ftructed, they may be fet to travel over a map, or be 

taught by word of. mouth, afking them for inftance 

what route they would purfue from Paris to Conftan- 

tinople, and fo of other places. To render this ftudy 

lefs dry and irkfome it would be well to add certain 
fhort ftories, which might’ fix the towns in their 

minds, and teach them many curious facts. They 

- fhould alfo follow fome great general through all his’ 

expeditions, as a Hannibal or a Scipio, which will lead 

them over all the memorable places of the world, and 

thus indelibly imprint in their minds various feries of — 

facts and the fituations of towns. To teach them 

modern geography it may be well fometimes to let 

them read at home certain pages of the gazette, and 

_ fet them to trace out upon the map the various places 

mentioned. All this is little more than amufement, 

yet will teach them geography more-permanently than 

all the regular leffons they could learn. 

What I have faid fuppofes the children to have 

maps in their apartments; nor indeed fhould they ever 

= ந ப்‌ be
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be without them. I queftion whether it would not 
alfo be ufeful to have them in the claffes: perhaps two 
tables of chronology might be added, one down to 

the birth of Chrift, and the other to our own times. — 

iy eee ee 

XI. 

‘You wifh to teach your pupil geography and aftro- 
nomy, and fend for globes, fpheres, and maps; what — 

an ufelefs apparatus! Why not begin by fhow- 

ing him the objects themfelves, that he may at leaft 

know of what you are talking. On a fine fummer 

evening take a walk to fome favourable fpot, where 

he may have a full view of the fetting fun, and ர 

mark any object by which you may remember the 

exact point where he fets. The next morning return 

to the fame place to enjoy the frefh air before fun- 

rile. Obferve his approach by the rays of light which 

will gild the whole horizon, till at length the fun ap- 

_ pears,and decks the face of nature in fmiles. Having 

- contemplated this beautiful fight, and fuffered your 

pupil to exprefs his admiration, remain filent as if 

thinking deeply, and then fay, “ I am confidering that 

laft night the fun fet at fuch a fpot, and he has rifen , 

nearly oppofite this morning. How can this be ?” Do’ 

not add any thing more ; and if he afks you any quef- 

tions do not anfwer him but turn the converfation. 

Leave him to himfelf, and you may be fure he will ee 

௦6 on it; for if you with to direé&t a child’s attentioP 

to any remarkable phenomenon, you mutt fuffer him 

to be perplexed about it for a few days before you % 

‘plain it to him. If by the method here recommended 

he fhould not underftand the rifing and fetting ee 
un, 

ம்‌
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fun, it may be rendered ftill more ftriking by reverf- 

ing the queftion. If he does not know how the fun 
pafies from fun-fet to fun-rife, he at leaft knows how 
he travels from the rifing to the fetting point. . This 
his eyes alone may teach him, Explain then the 
former by the latter, and he muft be extremely ftupid 

if the analogy efcape his obfervation. This is his firft 
leffon in cofmography. | 

-» You have now. obferved the riGne of the fun at 
பட்ட You mult alfo fee him rife at Chriftmas, 

or on fome fine winter morning. Be careful to go 
exactly to the fame fpot. One or the other of you 

will not fail to cry out, * Oh, how droll this is, 

the fun rifes at a different place! Here are our old 

bearings, and now he has rifen there. He rifes then 

in one place in fummer and at another in- winter.” 

10616 examples ought to be fufficient to explain the 
doctrine of the fphere, taking the earth for the earth 
and the fun for the fun. 

In teaching cofmography you ட. unite the obfer- 
_ vations of the revolutions of the earth and the meafure- 

ment of its particular parts, beginning with the {pot 

you inhabit. Your pupil’s two firft points in geogra- ~ 
phy thould be the town where he lives and his father’s 

or fome friend’s country-houfe. He fhould then mark 

out all the intermediate places and rivers in the neigh- 

bourhood, and alfo the fituation of the fun, and the 

{pot where he rifes. Of this let him draw a map, 

which fhould be very fimple at firft, only confifting of 

the two principal objects, to which he may by degrees 
add others, according as he is able to judge of their 

diftances and bearings. Thus you perceive the ad- 

R 3 ee vantages 
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vantages he gains by being accuftomed to ufe his eyes 4 
for compaffes. However he will undoubtedly require 

fome affiftance at firft, though it muft be very trifling, 
and he muft not even perceive you have been direct- 

ing him. Ifhe errs do not point out his miftakes, but — 

let him difcover and correct them himfelf, or at moft 

on fome favourable occafion lead him to fome other 

operation which will fhow him his errour. If he 

never commits a fault he will never learn to do 

right. : ss 

When you have found out the fpot where the fun 

rifes in your maps you mutt draw the meridians, The» 

two points of interfection between the morning and 

“evening fhadows with the fhadows at noon, will give 

an excellent meridian for a young aftronomer at thir- 

‘teen: but this renders it necefflary always to make our 

obfervations on the fame fpot, which is often inconve- 

nient. Let it be obviated either by providing him with 

a compafs, or by firft amufing him’ with the effects 

of the loadftone in a magnetifed artificial duck, and 

afterwards let him make a compafs himfelf. After all 

however we do not want him to be acquainted with 

the exat topography of the country, but with the 

method of learning it, that he may underftand what the 

maps reprefent, and have a clear idea of the art of 

drawing them. Thefe will form new ornaments for 

his apartment. 

  

XIV. 

Geography is the eafieft of all {ciences, and the beft 

adapted to the capacities of children. It may be an 

ufefull and agreeable method, when young people learn 

i 

the ~
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the fituation of any important country, to join with © 

that knowledge fome one or two leading facts or cir 
cumftances concerning it, fo that its particular pro-— 

perty may always put-you in mind of the fituation, 
and the fituation in like manner recall the particular 

property. Thus-to join with Egypt, she nur/e and pa- 

rent of fuperftition,—with Perfia, /bocking defpotifm and 
perpetual revolution, are hints which may be of ufe to 

thofe who inftruét others in this entertaining fcience. 

The ancient and modern names of the moft impor- 
tant countries fhould be learned at the fame time, and 

they fhould be fixed fo ftrongly in the mind, that the 

- ancient-name fhould always call up the modern one to 

- the memory, and the modern the ancient. - 

  

XXVIII. - . 

Tn learning geography the frequent and attentive 

infpection of maps will be of the greateft ufe. When- 

ever the name of an unknown place occurs in reading, — 

“Jet the ftudent mark it down in his pocket-book to 

be fearched for in the map at a convenient opportu- a 

nity. I do not think it right to turn immediately from 

the book to the map on every fuch occafion, becaufe 

it will interrupt the courfe of reading, divert the atten- 

tion from the main fubjeGt, and be the caufe of lofing 

fome idea or fome improvement of greater value ten 

~ the knowledge of a local fituation. 

  

50016, 

The children in my knowledge, who have 1 

with eafe and rapidity in geographical purfuits, have 

firft been taught by gradual furveys of a houfe, a 

ae டட neighbourhood, |
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neighbourhood, a diftriét. Elevations have ‘been ; 
taken or mountains meafured by directions from. 

feveral articles in the Encyclopedia, and a proper at- : 

tentive mode of reading has been thereby encouraged. 

_ Little excurfions for meafurements or drawings have 

been made, and the pupils gradually but fpeedily pre- 

pared to form correct ideas of the different divifions of 

the globe. 

With the affiftance of proper tables the {cholar may 

even learn to calculate eclipfes without any unufual 
efforts. The period of the moon’s motions cannot be 
afcertained, the longitude of places cannot be found, 
the important zeras of chronology or hiftory cannot be — 
determined, without calculating the folar and lunar 

eclipfes. 

OME | 

Geography, ftri€tly fpeaking, is a defcription of the 

earth, a knowledge of the abfolute and relative fitua- 

tions of empires, kingdoms, provinces, &c. It is gene- 

rally made to include the ufe-of the globes, but im- 

properly. Confidering the earth as a globe making 

a part of the folar fyftem, it becomes an- object of 

‘aftronomy. Geography may be ftudied with equal 

propriety and much more conveniency in the maps 

which cover the walls of a room, than on a terreftrial 

globe. 

A {chool-boy. froma public feminary is as ignorant — 

of geography as a peafant, and the fyftem of education 

at the univerfities is not calculated to inculcate த60- 

graphical information. There are, I believe, very ews 

young gentlemen who do not feel depreffed ee 
loa 

9
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load of geographical ignorance, and yet all the geo- 
graphy neceflary to a gentleman and a polite: fcholar 
may be taught in the compafs of a very few pages. 

You may fometimes in converfation with to recol- 
lect the latitude of the principal cities in Europe. The 
beft method of fixing this in your memory, is to trace | 
.with your finger thofe that lie in or near the fame pa- 
rallel: thus, beginning with the latitude forty-one on 
the weft-fide of the map and paffing a little above the 

- line forty, you will firft touch upon Oporto in Portu- 
gal, thence travelling .eaftward you will pafs through 
Madrid the capital at Spain, thence over the mand oe 
Sardinia to Naples in Italy, and thence to Conftan= 
tinople. Thefe- cities, then, lie in or very near the 
fame degree of latitude, and therefore enjoy the fame 
climate, except what differences may arife from local 
circumftances. Thus about the latitude fifty- two you ° 
will find London, Amfterdam, ம 5 Berlin, and 
Sates 

  

3 J XXXVI. 

For teaching geography the maps publithed by 
Mr. Farden, which have blank outlines to be filled. up 
by the ftudent, are well defigned and not very 
expenfive *. 

* The price of-a fet of thefe maps, confifting of England, Scot- 

land, Ireland, and the four quarters of the globe, is feven fhil- 

lings, Children fhould be accuftomed to point to the fituations of 

the cities and name the provinces as delineated in thefe maps,with- 
out inferting the names, fo that one fet may ferve a large family or 
afchool, Ea. 

“10
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To affift our pupils in geography.we prefer a elobe : 

to common maps. In the country, with the affiftance — 

of a common carpenter and plafterer, a large globe 

of lath and plafter may be made for the: inftruétion 

and entertainment of a numerous family of children. 
Upon this they fhould delineate from time to time, by 

their longitude and latitude, fuch places as they be-. 

come acquainted with in reading and converfation; 
the capital - cities, for inftance, of the different 

- countries of Europe, the rivers} and the neighbouring 
towns, till at laft the outline might be added. For the 

‘fake of convenience the lines may be firft delineated 

on a piece of paper, from which they may be accu- 

rately traneferred to their proper places on the globe 

by the intervention of black-leaded paper, or by 

pricking the lines through the paper and pouncing - 

powdered blue through the holes upon the furface of 

the globe. 
Another invention has occurred to us for teaching 

geography and hiftory together. Prieftley’s Chart of 

Hiftory, though conftructed with great ingenuity, does 

not invite the attention of young people: there is an 

intricacy in the detail which is not obvious at firft. 

To remedy what appears to us a difficulty, we propole 

that twenty-eight or thirty octavo maps of the globe 

fhould be engraved, upon thefe fhould be traced in 

facceffion the different fituations. of the different 

countries of the world, as to power and extent, during 

each refpective century: different colours might de- 

note the principal divifions of the world in each of — 
thefe :
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thefe maps ; and the fame colour always denoting the 

fame country with the addition of one {trong colour, 

red for inftance, to diftinguifh that country. which had ்‌ 

at each period the principal dominion. On the mar- 

gin of thefe maps the names of the illuftrious perfons 
and the reigning opinions of each country fhould be 

inferted. ‘Thus hiftory, geography, and chronology 

would appear at once to the eye in their proper order 
and regular fucceffion, divided into centuries and pe- 

riods which eafily occur to recollection. 
1. 

  ae 

XLVII. 
y 

To explain to a family of children the caufes of ட்‌ 

day and night, the fucceffion of the feafons, the 

changes of the moon, and the nature of eclipfes, I 
would recommend a fmall manual orrery,-confifting. 

only of the fun, earth, and moon, becaufe the revolu- 

tions of the earth are much more clearly fhown i in one 

of thefe, where the earth is fufficiently large ‘to have 

the different countries clearly delineated on it, than 

they can be in thofe orreries that comprife the whole 

folar fyftem, unlefs made on a very large fcale. The 

otreries here recommended may be had from three 

guineas upwards according to the fize; and being 

eafily carried from houfe to houfe, feveral families 

living in the fame neighbourhood may.purchafe one 

among them, as a lecture on this fubje€t once a . 

month would be fuficient. Inftead of the fmall brafs 
fun in the centre a wax candle or patent lamp with the 
glafs round it might be fubftituted, and by darkening 

the room the illuminated parts of the earth and moon 
may be eafily diftinguifhed,  Poffibly families re- 

fiding 

\
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~ fiding in London: may be able occafionally to hire 
one of thefe orreries of a mathematical inftrument 
maker. Seth 

The revolutions of the planets are ce much 166 பாட. 
portance than thofe of the earth, but they may a 
eafily explained to young people by the following 

plan: Let the orbits of the planets be chalked out on : 
the floor, and fet a large lamp on a table in the 

middle of the room to reprefent the fun: then place 
twelve chairs round the room: for the figns of the zo- 

diac, and let feven children of different fizes reprefent 

_ the planets. A child of four years old might be called 

Mercury, one of fix Venus, and a grown. perfon 

Saturn. The children may then be taught to move © 

round the fun in-the orbits of the planets they are to 
reprefent, obferving the relative. periods of time in 

which each makes its revolution. To render this 

walking orrery more entertaining the whole proceffion 

may move to flow mufic, and as the heads .of the 

children fhould be confidered as reprefenting the 
bodies of the planets, the Herfchel, Saturn, and Jupiter 

may fix balls round their heads for the fatellites. The 

‘child who reprefents the earth may in like manner 
carry a moon. 

It is not neceflary for thofe who do not make a 

practical ufe of aftronomy to be acquainted with all 

the different conftellations; but fince this branch of 

the {cience only requires eye- -fight and memory, it may 

be confidered as a very proper amufement for children 

and young perfons. Having procured maps of the 

northern and fouthern hemifpheres, the pupils may be 

< 

caught to delineate all the conftellations vifible ine 

England
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England on feparate cards of dark blue pafteboard, 
forming the ftars of gold paper. They fhould draw 
the points of the compafs on the back of each card, 
and alfo note by what~conftellations they are bound- 
ed. Thefe they may take with them when walk- 
ing out at night, and with the-affiftance of a lantern 
compare them with the ftars in the heavens, and thus 

- find out the different conftellations, 

Another excellent method is to mark out the con- 
ftellations on pieces of glafs, and place them in the 
magic lantern, requiring the children to name the 

conftellations as they appear on the wall, 

CHAPTER XxX; 

Writing, Arithmetic, and Book- keeping. 

IV. 

Wuew a child has learned to hold his pen well, 
' then get a plate engraved with copies in any hand you 
with him to write, and have feveral theets of it printed 
off in red ink, and let him fill thefe up with black 
ink, only fhowing him where to take up his pen and 

where to begin the letters. When he is perfect in this 

he will foon write the fame hand on fair paper. 

I would certainly advife all gentlemen to learn per- 
feétly merchants accounts, and not to think ic a {kill 

that belongs not to them becaufe it has chiefly been 
practifed by men of traffic. When a youth has once 
got the fkill of keeping accounts, perhaps it will not 

௪ . tj be
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be amifs that his father from thenceforth require him 

to do it in all his concernments. 
\ 

  

Vile 

-- J would advife all young perfons to learn to make ~ 

their own pens, and to do it dexteroufly according to. 

rule. Many perfons write very ill merely for want of 

a good pen; and why fhould we depend oa another 

for fo fmall an object, and that fo frequently wanted ? 

  

\ 

கடவ 

When a youth has acquired a readinefs in writing 

and numbers, he may learn the ‘beautiful and ufeful 

art of book-keeping according to the Italian method. 

Though this piece of knowledge is. more immediately 

ufeful for traders, it ought not to be neglected by any 

perfon whatever. Many an eftate might have been 

faved, had the owner of it known how to keep correct — 

‘accounts of his income and expenfes. Were there 

only the beauty and elegance of this art to recommend — 

it, no wife parent would let his fon be without what 

may be fo eafily acquired. 

  

XX. 

I have obferved that writing is the moft fatiguing of 

ali the: leffons children learn; nor indeed can any 

thing be more tirefome than to fill a large page by 

repeating one or two phrafes which contain only 68௦ 

lines. I have therefore had extracts from inftructing 

and amufing books written by an excellent matter, 

and ufe them as copies for my children. Some of 

them are written large for their firft copies, others in a 
{mall
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{mall hand for the ages of twelve or thirteen, and they 

are all on feparate fheets. By this method their leffons 

are rendered agreeable, and thus they will certainly 

learn to fpell much fooner than other children. 

  

SOCK VI ae 

So much of the fcience of numbers as is in common 

ufe, as the numeration, fubftraction, multiplication, 

and the*divifion of money, fhould be learned with ac- 

curacy by young ladies, to which fhould be added the 
Rule of three and Decimal fractions ; which will abun- 

dantly repay the labour of acquiring them by the plea- 
fure and utility which will perpetually refult from the 
knowledge of them through life. 

  

AE; 
The art of writing, fimple as it is, is almoft wholly 

taught by men, becaufe women are incapable of teach- 
ing it; but no arguments can be convincing that they 
do not poffefs a capacity of excelling in penmanthip, if 
they beftowed the fame application upon it, as thofe 
men do who exercife the profeffion of writing- matters, 

  

a. 
_ In teaching children to count they fhould be ac- 

, cuftomed to count by realities and by figns at the 
fame time. © Thus when they are fhown three apples, 
and they learn to call them three, they fhould at the 

- fame time be fhown the figure three, { that the ear, 
the eye, and the mind, fhould keep pace with one 
another. 

Befides teaching the Rule of three as it is ufually 
“done,
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done, children might be taught the principles and 
reafons of it in converfation. You might firft afk 
“if 1 yard cofts 1 fhilling, how much will three 

coft?? The child will anfwer three. You may then 
fay, ‘If the fhare of three boys is 12 apples, what 

number will be fufficient for 9 boys?” Here the pupil 
will be puzzled. Afk him why the anfwer to the laft 

queftion was fo eafy? he will tell you becaufe he knew 

the fhare of one. Then teach him to confider, that if 

the fhare of three boys is 12, the fhare of : muft be 4, 

which multiplied by 9 gives 36 the anfwer, which is 

dividing the fecond number by the firft and ae 
ing by the third. 

“Again, «< If the fhare of three Soe is ‘5 apples, jor 

‘many will be fufficient for g?”” Here our pupil will 
attempt to proceed in the fame manner as in the for- 

mer qgueftion, but will not find it very eafy to divide 
the 5 into 3 parts. ‘Therefore if he multiplies the 5 
apples by the 9 and divides by the 3 it will be exactly 

_the fame thing. By this our pupil perceives, that if a 
given number, 19 for inftance, is to be divided by one 
number and multiplied by another, it will come to the 
Jame thing whether he begins by multiplying the given 
number or dividing it firft. 

A variety of arithmetical queftions occur in common 
converfation, which fhould be made a fubject of in- 

quiry ; and our pupils amongft others fhould try their 
fkill; in fhort, whatever can be taught in converfation 

. 1s clear gain in inftruction. 
- In queftioning children in addition, வ்‌ of fay- : 
ing, “two and two make four,” it is perhaps more in- 
felligible to fay, “ two and two gre four.” 

Children
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XLII. 

Children fhould firft learn arithmetic by vifible-ob- 

jects, and pafs through the four firft rules with fhells 

or beans, and fee the truth’ of the rules before they 

learn to exprefs them on paper. _ This is beginning 

with fenfible objects, which fhould be done if 

ப்ப 

நாம்‌. 

It is டன allowed that freedom of hand contti- 
tutes one of the chief beauties of penmanfhip; for 

which reafon many matters are of opinion, that chil- 

dren fhould not begin to write, till their hands are fuf- 
ficiently ftrong to guide the pen with eafe. On this 
account it may be better for them not to learn writing 
till they are eight or nine years old; and as bad habits 
are not eafily conquered, they fhould not be permitted 
to fcribble by themfelves ; but if they muft write, they 
fhould be encouraged to imitate printing rather than 

writing. I have even known parents teach their chil- 
dren to hold the pen or pencil in the left hand till | 
they were regularly taught writing, that they might 

not contraét bad habits, and alfo to ftrengthen the 

left hand, which is only weaker than the’ other from 

being lef frequently ufed. It may perhaps be faid 
that it is neceflary for children to learn writing at fix 
years old, that they may be able to write their leffons 
when they begin any foreign language. To this I re- 
ply, that children may be taught languages better for 
the firft two or three years by being verbally exer- 
cifed in the rules than by writing themes ; but if it be 

VOL. I. ்‌ Ss பதம்‌
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thought neceffary that they fhould have written exer- 
cifes they may di€tate them to their mafter or fome: 

other perfon, as recommended by Madame de Genlis, 

page 180 of this volume, No. XXXII. 

Next to holding the pen well, it is of the ஜவான்‌ 

importance to join the letters properly and take up the 

pen at the right places. Where children do not learn | 

of a mafter the copies fhould be marked, to fhow 

where the pen is to be taken up and the letters begun, 

and for fome months they fhould never be fuffered to 

write without fome perfon looking over them to fee 

that they attend*to thefe marks. The beft writing- 

‘matters give their {cholars particular rules for the dif 

“ferent combinations of letters that may be’ written. 

without taking up the’ pen. Thefe fhould be pro- _ 
cured if poffible by thofe parents who wifh to crates 

their children in this important art. 

The copies fhould chiefly confift of leffons in ortho- 

graphy, fuch as lifts of words that found alike though 

fpelled differently, and wice verf2; of thofe words 

which differ in the'verbs and nouns, as ra pratife and 

a prattice; and children who learn any foreign language 
might have for copies lifts of nouns with their proper 

articles and the englifh tranflation. Such copies would 
be more ufeful than the maxims of worldly prudence 
ufually given children, which they cannot underftand, 

and many of which are extremely erroneous. 

Children fhould make their own addition: multipli- 

cation and pence tables, by counting beans and writ- 

ing down the refult, according to Mr, Northmore’s 

plan. In exercifing them in multiplication, inftead of — 

faying, “ how wach is 7802 times fix?” Y would fay, 
66 bow
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« how much are five fixes?” which appears to me a 

much clearer way of ftating the queftion. Perhaps 

when they are taught addition, it may be well to ex- 

plain to them, that as 7 and 8 make 15, fo 27 and 8° 

muft make 3's, for unlefs they underftand this they are 

often puzzled in adding large numbers, though they 

know all the combinations as far as 12. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

Natural Hiftory, Natural Philofopby, Botany, Chemis 

and Mathematics. 

Le 
In natural philofophy young people may proceed 

leifurely from the hiftory of meteors, minerals, plants, 
and living creatures, as far as anatomy.. Then alfo in 

courfe might be read to them out of fome not tedi- 

ous writer the inftitution of phyfic, that they may 

know how to manage a crudity; which he who can 
wifely and timely do, is not only a great phyfician to 
himfelf and to his friends,’ but alfo may at fome time 

or other fave an army by this frugal and expenfelefs 

_ means only. To fet forward all thefe proceedings in 

nature and alfo in mathematics, what hinders but that 

they may procure, as oft as fhal! be needful, the help- 

ful experiences of hunters, fowlers, fifhermen, fhep- 

herds, gardeners, apothecaries ; and in other fciences, 

architects, engineers, mariners, anatomifts ? 

  

S 2 at erie



260 நன்‌ Hiftory, Natural Philofopy,. 

ire Vii. 
The ftudy of nature fcarcely requires any thing but | 

eye-fight, and is therefore adapted to every capacity | 
and even to children. It confifts in attending to the 

objects prefented to us by nature, in contemplating 

them. with attention, and admiring their various 

beauties ; but without fearching out their caufes, which: 

properly belongs to the fcience called Phyfics. 

__ +The ftudy of natural hiftory (if it can be called a 
ftudy) inftead of being tedious and irkfome is pleafant 

and agreeable; it may be ufed as a recreation, and fhould » 
generally be made a diverfion. It is inconceivable how 

“many things children are capable of learning, did we 

improve every opportunity of inftruéting them with 

which they themfelves furnifh us. A garden, a field, 

a houfe, may be confidered as fo many books lying | 
open before them; but they muft be taught and ac- 
cuftomed to read them. Nothing is more common 
than bread and linen, yet how few children know how 

either of them are prepared, or through how many 

hands corm and flax muft pafs before they are con- 
verted into bread or linen. The fame may be faid of 
woollen cloth, which bears little more refemblance to- 
the raw materials of which it is formed, than paper to 
rags picked up in the ftreets: and why fhould not 
children be inftruéted in thofe wonderful works of 
nature and art, which we daily ufe without ever re- 
fiecting how they are produced? 

  

EG 
It would be of great advantage to. youth if they 

could, as a part of their education, have an opportunity 
of 

9  



  

   of a ig ea fcience of Phy ology. And in feeing « 

regular feries of experiments and obfervations in me- 
chanics, hydroftatics, pneumatics, optics, aftronomy, 

chemiftry, and the like, would have their curiofity 
raifed to the higheft pitch, and acquire a tafte for 

knowledge, which might not only lead them in after- 
_ life to purfue their own improvement in the moft 
valuable ways, but likewife might, by furnifhing an in- 
exhauftible fund of entertainment, fupply the con- 

_ tinual want of taverns, plays, mufic, or other lefs inno- 

cent amufements, to fill up their vacant hours. For it 

is only the want of fomething within themfelves to 
entertain them, that drives people to routs, rackets, or 

mafquerades, to the fatal wafte of time and money and — 

the utter perverfion of the true tafte of life. = 

A perfon who underftands this kind of knowledge, 

with the help of a very few inftruments, as a tele- - 

(0006) a microfcope, an air pump, and a pair of 

globes, may go through the grounds of this fort of 
knowledge, to the great entertainment and i improve= 

ment of a fet of pupils.; - nae 

Of all ftudies none have a more dire& tendency to 

agerandize the mind, and confequently none are more 
fuitable to the dignity of human nature, than thofe 

which are included under the general term of Phyfio- 

logy, or the knowledge of nature, as aftronomy, ana- 

tomy, botany, minealoa: and foon. The ftudy of 

nature appears in no light fo truly noble and fit to en- 

noble the human mind, as when compared with thofe 
53° or
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of the works of men, as criticifm, antiquities, archi- 

te€ture, heraldry, and the like. In the former all is 

ereat, beautiful, and perfedt; ; in the latter the fubjects 

are all comparatively mean and defective; and what- — 
ever is otherwife owes its excellence to nature, as in 
poetry, painting, {culpture, and fo forth. The firft 

~ leads us to know and adore the greateft and moft per- 

fect of Beings; the laft to fee and regret our own | 
weaknefg and imperfection, - 3 

  

roel. 

I have faid that geometry is not adapted to chil- 
dren;. but that 15 our own fault. We are not aware 

that our method is not heir method, and that a feience 

ufed by us to learn the art of reafoning fhould to 
them be only the art of feeing. 

Having made fome very correct geometrical figures, 

if you join them together, or place one on the other 

to examine their relations, you will difcover all the ele- 

ments of geometry without troubling yourfelf with de- 

finitions, problems, or any other form of demonftra- 
tion than the imple fuperpofition. 

1 fhall not pretend to teach my pupil geometry, ’tis 
he muft teach it me. I fhall feek for the analogies fo 
as to make him difcover them himfelf I fhall let 
him find out that all the radii of a circle are equal, by 
drawing one with a pin and a thread evidently of the 
fame length at all parts of the circle. ர்‌ டவ] prove 

that an angle of fixty degrees is the fixth part of 
a circle, whether large or ‘{mall, by drawing feveral 
concentric circles and fhowing him that an angle of 
fixty degrees is in cach equal to a fixth part of a 

circle,



‘citcle, &c. After this ge ay 

பை     

  

fgores, ன்‌ attend Sie to the demoniftrations. “With 

us, on the contrary, demonftrations will never be 

talked of Our chief objet will be to draw very 
ftraight lines, to make’a very perfect {quare, and -de-" 

{eribe a very exact circle. To prove the accuracy of 

"our figures we fhall examine them by all their fenfible ்‌ 
properties; and this will give us an opportunity ப்‌ 

daily making fome freth difcoveries. With my pupil 

geometry is merely the ane of டட the rule and 

compafs. pees 
Children may acquire fome knowledge of natural 

philofophy by many common and fimple experiments. 

T would not take my pupil into, a’ room) filled with 

machines. All thefe apparatufes would either frighten 

a child, or their external form would divert his atten- 

tion from the effeéts they produce. I fhould be de- 
firous of conftructing our machines for ourfelves : we 

‘would not however begin by making the inftruments 

before the experiments, but after having difcovered 

the experiment as by chance, we would by degrees 
form a machine by which we might prove it., 

For the firft leffon on ftatics, inftead of procuring 
a pair of {cales I would place a ftick acrofs a chair’ 
and add weights. on each fide, fometimes equal and 
fometimes unequal, making each arm of the lever pro- 
portionably longer, or. fhorter, fo that the ftick may 
balance. Thus we fhould difcover that an exact equi- 
librium always depends on the reciprocal proportion 
between the weights and the length of the lever, 

Ss Bone 01



264 Natural Hiftory, Natural Philofopby, — | 

XIX. : 
OF /cientifical purfuits 1 have no {cruple to fay, that 

the moft liberal, the moft honourable, the happieft, 

and what will probably be the moft fuccefsful employ- 
- ment for a perfon of fortune is the ftudy of nature, in- 
cluding the two branches of it, watural biftory and na- 
tural philofophy ; and therefore that to this great object 
a principal attention fhould be. given in the education 

of every perfon who can fupport himfelf without any 
profeffion, and who has the neceflary means of apply- 

ing to thefe purfuits. And this is far from being in- 

confiftent with any other ftudy or purfuit that may be 
thought proper for his rank and ftation in life. In thefe 

purfuits more eminently than in any other a man 
- may find that perpetual, and encreafing variety, which 

1s one of the greateft charms of human life; and no 

time or feafon is improper for them. Summer or 
winter, funfhine or rain,» have each their’ peculiar ad- 
vantages; fo that no man who has a proper tafte for 
thefe purfuits will ever have reafon to complain that his 
time hangs heavy on his hands, which is the greatett 
fource ar uneafinefs to perfons of large fortune who 
are exempt from the common but generally enliven- 
ing cares of life. Laftly, ir is the greateft recommen- 
dation of thefe ftudies, that when they are conducted 
in a proper manner, fo as indeed to be molt fuccefsful, 
they tend in an eminent degree to promote a Spirit of 
piety, by exciting our admiration of the wonderful 
order of the divine works and divine providence; 
marks of confummate wifdom and perfect goodnefs 
perpetually obtruding themfelves.upon the mind, in 
the courfe of thefe purfuits, and infpiring the ingenu- 

ous 
ச்‌



Botany, Chemifiry, Mathematics. 265 
~ ouis heart with the moft profound fentiments of reve- 

rence, love, and confidence. Thefe fentiments fufi- 
ciently imprefied exalt our natures to the higheft dig- 

nity and happinefs of which they are capable, and dif- 
fufe a pleafing and uniform ferenity over every fcene 
of life. They difpofe a man to behave with propriety 
and honour here, and give the beft founded hopes of 
the continuance and increafe of this folid felicity 
through endlefs ages in a better ftate hereafter. 

I mention this fubject in treating of education, be- 
caufe I conceive it to be of importance, that a tafte for 
experimental philofophy be acquired pretty early ; and 
it is a thing of fuch a nature, that with proper jude- 
ment in the teacher it may be entered upon as early 
as almoft any thing whatever in the whole compafs of 
education. ac ல்‌. 

As to natural biftory, or the general knowledge and 
claffification of the various fubftances that the earth 
contains, the various plants that it produces, and the 
animals that live upon it, it is a fpecies of knowledge 
that certainly cannot be entered upon too early. It is 
in fact only learning the names of things, but in fuch 
@ manner as is an excellent and neceflary introduction 
to the philofophical inveftigation of their powers or 
ufes. On thefe accounts a well-ftored and well- ar- 
ranged colleétion of natural hiftory is abfolutely necef= 
fary to be at hand during the whole courfe of the edu- 
cation of a perfon of rank or fortune. 

  

XX. 
We have fome cabinets with minerals, corals, and 4 pretty colledtion of fhells ; alfo a confervatory where 

T haye
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I have a number of sae properly clafied with tickets » 
en each. 

We have been a courfé of philofophy, and there 

are about fifteen who attend the lectures, which are 

delivered twice a week and will continue two months. 

We hall afterwards attend lectures on chemiftry, con- 
cluding * with a courfe of natural hiftory. Indeed we 

intend to go through each of thefe fubjects again, as it. 
is impoffible to reap the {malleft advantage from at- 

tending each of them but once. Neither Adelaide nor 

Theodore are {trangers to natural hiftory, and they 

have acquired fome knowledge of minerals, fhells, and 

plants. In their infancy they read Nature Difplayed 
and the Hijffory of Injetis, both very interefting 
works. Do not imagine, Madam, that it is my inten- 
tion to make Adelaide extremely learned; you know 
my fentiments on that fubjeét, which are by no means 
changed. I only mean to give her a.little knowledge 
of thofe things, becaufe they may fornith her with 
amufement, and prevent her being fatigued with the 
converfation of her father, her brother, or her hut 
band, when they talk on fuch fubjeéts; at the fame 

“time it-will preferve her from an infinite number of | 
prejudices adopted by i 120018 06. 

At twelve years old my fon began ati ages 
and as } think this ftudy fhould employ fix years, it is 
fafficient to dedicate to it three hours in a week, or 
half an hour every day. By this method children can- : 
not be fatigued, and however weak their underftand- — 

Ba They. thould father begin with natural hiftory, as being fitter 
for children than either natural. phi lofophy or chemifiry. Ea. 

ings,
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ings, it 13 hardly pofible they fhould not learn enough 

for any ftation of life. 1 intend’ alfo to teach my | 

daughter as much geometry a8 is indifpenfably necef- 

இர for taking a plan and drawing a landfcape from 

; nature with ot attention to the perfpective. 

    

XXXII. 

It is very true that mathematical knowledge is not 

immediately applicable to law, phyfic, or divinity; — 

neverthelefs it is indireétly conneéted with and funda- 

mental to all fcience. It neceffarily induces a habit of 

_reafoning juftly ; Rit accuftoms the mind to rational in- 

veftigation and intenfe thinking, Now intenfe think- 

ing, without which you mult always remain on the 

furface of knowledge, is to common minds an occa~ 

fional and irkfome exertion; but to a mathematician 

it is habitual and eafy: in all fubjects ‘of difficulty 

therefore a mathematician has an evident advantage : 

his conceptions will be more, diftinét, his deductions 

more accurate, and his 0000101108 confequently more 

jut. 

Botany fhould be confidered as a fcience of amufe- 

ment; but with this ftrong recommendation, that™it 

may be acquired without ftealing a fingle hour from 

more important ftudies. A man who ftucies all day 

and every day, will in a few years become unhealthy 

and ftupid; therefore a part of every ftudent’s time 
muft be loft in exercife. Loft did | fay? No: it is 
not loft to a batanift, He ftudies where other men 
for want of books muft lounge. To him the book of 
nature lies conftantly open. He reads as he walks 
along: every field is a new ட every leaf is an 

object 
1. ர
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object of attention, and every flower a prize. A ge- 
neral knowledge of botany therefore may be learned 

at times when other ftudies are neceflarily fufpended ; 
confequently it interferes with | no other fcience. I fay 

a general knowledge, which is enough for a gentleman 

who ftudies botany as an amufement; an univerfal 

and minute botanift muft டப்பா neglect things 
of more importance. 

Herbarizing may with fome. propriety be compared 

with the amufements of the chafe. A botanift is con- 
tinually hunting; but with this very great advantage, 

that his fport is unmixed with cruelty. 

  

XXXIV. 

So many advantages with refpect to health, tran- 
quillity of mind, ufeful knowledge, and inexhauftible _ 
amufement, are united in the ftudy of nature, that I 
fhould not fail moft warmly to recommend it to. your 

-notice. Here I can {peak from my own experience ; 
_ for the ftudy of englith botany caufed feveral moments 

to glide away with more pure and aétive delight than 
almoft any other fingle obje& ever afforded me. — It 
rendered every ride and walk interefting, and con- 
verted the plodding rounds of bufinefs*into excurfions 
of pleafure. From the impreffion of thefe feelings, I 
have ever regarded as perfeétly fuperfluous. the pains 
taken by the friends of natural hiltory to fhow its 
utility in reference to the common purpofes of life. 

Is it not enough to open a fource of copious and. 
cheap amufement, which tends to harmonize the mind 

_and elevate it to worthy conceptions of nature-and its 
author? IfJ offer a man happinefs at an eafy rate, _ 

unallayed
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hiftory afford in great perfection, and fuch i is the im- 

menfe variety of its objects, that the labours of the 

longeft life cannot exhauft them. Ihe ftudy of nature 
is in itfelf a cheap ftudy; yet it may be purfued in a 

very expenfive manner by all the apparatus of cabinets, 

purchafed collections, prints, and drawings. Eut if 

you will content yourfelf with the great book of nature — 

and a few of its ableft expofitions, together with the 

riches your own induftry may accumulate, you will 

find enough of it within your compafs to anfwer all 

reafonable purpofes of_inftruction and amufement. 

  

XXXY. 

- Chemiftry isa {cience particularly fuited to women; 

fuited to their talents and to their fituations. Che= 

miftry is not a fcience of parade ; it affords occupation 

and infinite variety, it demands no bodily ftrength, 12 
can be purfued in retirement, it applies immediately to 

_jafeful and domeftic purpofes, and, whilft the ingenuity, 

of the moft inventive mind may be exercifed, there is 

no. danger of inflaming the imagination ; the judg- 
ment is improved, the mind is intent upon realities, 

the knowledge that is acquired 15 exaét, and the plea- 
fure of the purfuit is a fufficient reward for the 

labour. : 
Dr. Johnfon fays, that “ nothing is ever well done 

that is done by a receipt.” Were I attempting to re- 
. commend chemiftry to certain epicurean philofophers, 

I thould
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I fhould fay that a good cook was only an empirical 

chemift, and that the ftudy of this {cience would pro- 

duce a falutary reform in receipt books, and muft im- 

prove the accomplifhments of every lady who unites 

in her perfon the offices of houfekeeper and wife. 
eat 

; 317. 

When children are entertained with prints of na- 
tural hiftory, caré fhould be taken that the relative 

fize of the animals is preferved *, as otherwife their 

imagination. would ‘be filled with chimeras.’ In fome 
books of natural hiftory for children the elephant and 

the moufe are nearly of the fame fize, and the croco- 

dile and whale fill the fame fpace in the page. 

* This may certainly be defirable, but I believe it wonld ren- 
der the plates of natural hiftory far too expenfive for children; for 
if the {malleit quadrupeds were {carcely half an inch be the 

largeft would occupy a {pace of nearly 3௦. inches, 

I would therefore recommiend that all animals belonging t to the 
fame genus thould be drawn on the fame {cale, but that this fhould 
differ according to their proportionate fizes. Thus the largeft ani- 
mals may be drawn on a fcale of one inch to 32, fochat the morfe, 
the fea-lion, the whale, and the hippopotamos, will meafure about 
7 inches, the elephant 6 (without the trank), and the horfe nearly 
3 inches. 

Thofe genera “of which all the fpecies are edited fmaller 
may be drawn.on a fcale of one inch to 16, as the, dog, the lion, the 
theep, &c. while the {malleit may be on a eae of one inch to 8. 
By this plan children would eafily comprehend the comparative 
fizes of animals, particularly if the figure of a man were occa- 
fionally introduced in the plates when the fcale is changed. Indeed 
this alone would entirely remove tht above objeGtions to the com- 
mon plates of natural hiftory ; for were children to be fhown thata 
man is not half the height of an elephant, while a moufe is not even 
fo high as the foot of a man, there would be little danger of their 
forming erroneous ideas on the fubject. Ba, ர்‌ 

A complete
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A complete knowledge of the common terms made- 

ufe of in theoretic and practical mechanics is abfo- 

lutely neceflary before any perfon can attend public 

leGtures in natural philofophy with advantage. The 

ancients, in learning this fpecies of knowledge, had an 

advantage of which we are. deprived s many of their 

terms of fcience were the common names of familiar 

objets. Thus a roman peafant knew that a valve 
was a door, and if he heard a lecturer deferibing the 

valves, -he would have known which part of the ma- 
chine he referred to, as he would have looked for fome 

little doors that opened and fhut. Thus alfo would he 
have known that a radius. only meant a wheel. When’ 

_ a boy fitting on a plank or fofa is lifted up by 

another boy applying his ftrength at one end of the 

feat whilft the other end refts on the ground, he 
fhould be taught that the point of reft is called the -— 
fulcrum, and by mixing fuch words in common con- 

verfation and_in the daily occurrences children would 

foon underftand their meaning. A diftin® knowledge 

of a few terms affifts a learner in his firft attempts ; 
finding them fuccefsful he advances with confidence, 

and acquires new ideas without difficulty or பதப்‌, It 
“is of great confequence to feize the proper time for in- 
troducing a new term, a moment when attention is 
awake, and when accident has produced fome particu- 
Tar intereft in the objet. “Thus if a pump is to be ~ 
repaired, the names of the different parts may be 
taught to a child, and after that he will underftand the 
‘principles of the machine much better. Children 
fhould alfo. be permitted to fee and attend to any re- 

pairs that ஈதி be going forward in a houfe, and the 

different
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different names of the joifts, beams, &c. ப. be 
explained to them. — 

An early ufe of the rule and ட eafy accefs 
to prints of machines, of architecture, and of imple- 

ments of trade, are of obvious ufe in this part of educa- 

tion. To underftand prints of machines a previous 

knowledge of what is meant by an elevation, a profile, 
a fection, a perfpective view, and a bird’s-eye view, is. 

neceflary. 

~ We ftrongly recommend it to teachers to ufe as few 
precepts as poffible in the rudiments of fcience, and to 
encourage their pupils to ufe their own underftanding 

"as they advance. In mechanifm a general view a 
the power and ufes of engines is all that need be 
taught; where more is neceflary, fuch a foundation, 
with the affiftance of good books and the examination 
of good machines, will perfect the knowledge of the 
theory and facilitate practice *. 

In teaching chemittry your pupils ould firft be 
taught by eafy experiments the difference between a 
chemical mixture, as that of fugar and water where 
the fugar is fo far impregnated by the water that it 
ftill appears clear, and a mechanical mixture, as chalk, 
é&c. which at firft renders the water muddy, but will 
at laft fall to the bottom without mixing with the 
water. Thefe mixtures they might feparate by eva- 
poration. They might then be fhown what is meant 
by faturation, precipitation, 88௦. After this they might 
be taught diftilling. Let them fee the different effects 

* J will refer thofe parents who with their children to excel in 
mechanics to the excellent chapter on that fubje& in “¢ Practical 
Education,” as it is im poflible to do juftice to it by any extracts. Ed. 

produced
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produced by an acid and an alkali, the blue colour of : 

- vegetables being turned red by acids and green by alka-- 

lies. When an acid is put upon an alkali it produces 

a bubbling which is called an effervefcence. By thefe 

fimple experiments the minds of your pupils may be 
‘eafily turned to this fubject if you wifh it, and by thus 

accuftoming them to obfervation we give them not 

only the power of learning what has been already dif— 

covered, but of adding as they grow older fomething 

to the general ftock of human knowledge. In all your 

attempts to inftruct young people in chemiftry the 

greateft care fhould te taken, that they fhould com- 

pletely underftand one experiment before you proceed 

to another. ‘The common metaphorical expreffion, 

that the mind fhould have time to digeft the food 
which it receives, is founded on faét and obfervation. 

  

ol dealt 
The ambition of appearing to be well informed 

breaks out even in thofe triflers who will not {pare 
time from their pleafurable purfuits fufficient for ac- 
quiring that knowledge, of which however the reputa-_ 
tion is fo defirable. A little fmattering of philofophy 
often dignifies the purfuits of their days, without ref- 
cuing them from the vanities of the night. A courfe 
of lectures (that admirable affiitant for enlightening the 
underftanding) is not feldom reforted to as a means to 
fubfticute the appearance of knowledge for the fatigue 
of application; but where this valuable help is at- 
tended merely like any other public exhibition, and is 
not furthered by correfpondent reading at home, it 
often ferves to fet off the reality of ignorance with the 

VOL, 17, Lee dees affecta-
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affectation of fkill. But inftead of producing in con- 

verfation a few reigning {cientific terms with a fami- 

liarity which 

«© Amaze the unlearn’d and make the learned fmile,” ்‌்‌ 

would. it not be more modeft, even for thofe who are 

better informed, to avoid the common ufe of technical 

terms, whenever the idea can be conveyed without 

them? For it argues no real ability to know the names 

of tools, the ability lies in knowing their ule; and 

while it’ts in the thing, and not in the term, that real 

knowledge confifts, the charge of pedantry is attached 

to the ufe of the term, which would not attach to the 

knowledge of the feience. 

  

See. 

Geometry fhould always form a part of @ liberat 

courfe of ftudies. It has its direét ufes and its in- 

direct. It is of great importance for the improvement 

of mechanics and the arts of life. It is effential to the 

juft maftery of aftronomy and various other eminent 

{ciences. But its indireét ufes are perhaps of more 

worth than its direct. It cultivates the powers of the 

mind, and generates the moft excellent habits ; it emi- 

nently conduces to the making man a rational bemg, 

and accuftoms him to a clofenefs of deduction that is 

not eafily made the dupe of ambiguity; and carries on 

an eternal war againft prejudice and impofition. 

The affiftances which human invention has furnifhed 

for our powers, are effeniel fubje€ts of education in 

civilized focieties. This is the reafon 1 have ever 16 

commended, that children be made acquainted early 

| with
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‘with the mechanic arts. 10606 காட are he ful a ன 

of drawings and treatifes, which in this ட்ப 
education become at once amufing, interefting, and 
inftructive. 

      
   

  

  

XLIV. Z 
Madame de Genlis recommends, that children 

fhould be accuftomed to compare the works of God 
and the works of man in the microfcope, that they 
may fee the infinite perfection and exactnefs of the 
former and the extreme roughnefs and irregularity of 
the latter, even if they appear equally beautiful to the 
naked eye. oe : 

  

21,7117. 
The ftudy of natural hiftory is particularly defirable 

for children and young people, becaufe it not only fup- 
plies them with an inexhauftible fource of Innocent 
amufement, but is alfo extremely improving (when 
fcientifically taught), by accuftoming them to generalize. 

their ideas, and thowing them how much every fubject 
_may be fimplified by a regular and judicious claffifica- 
tion. : . 

Children are generally delighted with every thing 
that poffefles life; they fhould therefore begin with 

_ the ftudy of the animal kingdom (efpecially infects) 
as being the moft interefting ; befides which its divi- 
fions are particularly fimple, and may be eafily ex- 
plained. aS ்‌ 

The pupils fhould be told that natural hiftory is 
divided into three kingdoms, the animal, the vegetable, 
and the foffil, Each kingdom is divided into claffes, 

2 or
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or to carry on the analogy, provinces: each clafs into 
orders or towns, and each order into genera or 

families, eonfifting of various fpecies or’individuals ; fo 

that the generic name may be confidered as the fur- 

name and the fpecific as the chriftian name. In fome 

fpecies there are feveral varieties, which may be com- 

pared to children of one parent with whofe furname 

and ehriftian name; i.e. generic and {pecific names, we 

are previoufly acquainted. Thus the maftiff ‘canis 

moluffzs, Lin.) is one of the feveral varieties belong- 

ing to the fame parent, whofe fpecific or chriftian 

name is familiaris, or the domeftic dog, of the family or 

genus canis, in the town or order feree or wild beafts, 

in the province or clafs mammalia (or animals that 

give fuck) in the kingdom animalia. 
After this explanation, which a judicious inftructor 

might render perfeétly intelligible to a child of ten 
years old, the pupils fhould make fix large pafteboard 
boxes for the fix claffes of the animal kingdom, di- 
vided into feveral compartments according to the 
number of orders in each clafs. They fhould alfo be 
fupplied with a table of the claffes, orders, genera, and 
{pecies, though it is not neceffary at firft to require 

~them to remember the exact definitions or the latin 
names. 

Some cheap prints of animals, birds, &c. fhould 
then be procured, which they fhould pafte on card and 
cut out. Thefe they fhould number on the wrong 
fide according to the table above mentioned, and dif- 
tribute in thcir refpective boxes, obferving a fimilar 
practice whenever they add to their colleétion. 

Their memories fhould be exercifed by mixing the 

contents
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contents of the boxes together, the children being de- _ 

fired by way of amufement to replace the pictures 

without referring to the rable. When perfe& in this 
exercife they may in like manner be taught to felect 
816 160165 belonging to the fame genus. _ To -render 

this fiady more entertaining the mother or governefs 

may occafiunaily relate or reid fhort deicriptions * of 

Vaiious animal., ot which the pupils may be defired at 

fome future day to repeat as much as they can reniem- 

ber; they fthould alfo be accuftomed to name the 
country from which each foreign animal is brought. 
If thefe boxes were kept by the mother or governels 
and only produced once or twice a week, they would 
prove a very pleafing and a very inftruétive recreation. 
Children may alfo amufe themfelves with claffifying 
fhells, which, though of no real ufe, will at Icaft lead 
them to obferve and admise the productions of 
natuie. ae 

Botany is a moft delightful and healehful amufe- - 
ment, but the entertainment afforded by this ftudy 
does not arife from merely knowing the {cieniific names 
of plants, bue from the fatisfadtion of fading them out 
for ourfelves. 

But though botany may be confidered as an eafy 
ftudy, yet the divifions and fubdivifions are fo com- 
plex and numerous, and the diftin@tions between the 
{pecies fo minute, that | believe few children have fuf- - 
‘ficient perfeverance, attention, and difcrimination to 
find out the plants by a fynopfis; good boranifts being 

* I would particularly recommend Dr. Mavor 
for this purpofe, as being 
dren of all ages, 4 

'§ Natural Hiftory 
perfeatly unexceptionable ana fit tor chil- 

(ee fometimes
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fometimes: obliged to read over the defcriptions of 
forty or fifty plants before they meet with the object - 

of their fearch. I do not therefore confider this as a 

proper ftudy for children, and would even refufe to 

tell them the names of many britifh plants, to avoid 

giving them a fuperficial knowledge of botany while 

little, ieit I fhould deprive them of the chief pleafure 

attending this ftudy, fhould they wifh to learn it regu- 

Jarly at any future period. =~ 

I have obferved that young ladies are fometimes 

troubled with temporary fits of indolence and low- 

fpirits, which is greatly occafioned by their not having 
a {ufficient number of entertaining and rational pur- 

fuits. If at fuch times their friends could induce them 
to take up fome new ftudy, which might intereft them 
by its zovelty, it would be of infinite fervice. Botany, 

chemiftry, and thofe parts of natural philofophy, which 

it is immaterial whether they ever become acquainted 
with, might be referved for fuch occafions. 

A young pérfon who wifhes to learn botany fhould 
get fome {cientific friend to diflect a flower and teach 

her the botanical names of the various parts. When 

perfect in this leffon, fhe may procure Withering’s Ar- 

rangement of Britifo Plants or fome other englifh fyn- 

opfis of the fame nature, as alfo a gloffary and en- 

deavour to puzzle out by herfelf the clafs, order, and 

genus of any wild flowers with which fhe is not pre- 

vioufly acquainted. Though at firfl fhe may find this 

difficult, fhe will foon be furprifed at her own improve- 

ment: 1 would advife her however not to attempt 

any umbellated or compound flowers till fhe has made 

fome progtefs, nor ought fhe to be difcouraged, 
though
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though fhe. fhould not always difcover the fpecitic 

characters of others. 

Having found out feveral plants in this manner, I 

would then recommend her reading fome botanical 

works, fuch as Mrs. Fackfon’s Botanical Dralogues for 

Young Perfons, or Rouffeau’s or Wakefield's Botany, 
which fhe will now find very inftructive : but were fhe 

to read thefe works before fhe is praéticallv acquainted 

with the terms, the would be unable to follow te 

authors in rheir defcriptions, and would therefore de- 
' rive but little benefit from, their works. 

Specimens fhould be preferved of every plant found 

out, which will render the ftudy much more intere{t- 
ing and improving; but | highly difapprove of a fre- 
quent reference to plates and engravings, as being likely 
to render young botanifts lazy and inattentive. 

‘With refpeét to natural philofophy, geometry, che- 
miftry, &c. 1 know it has been propofed to teach 
them to children of ten or eleven years of age, and 
various games and paftimes have becn deviled for this 
purpofe. But while praife-is due to thofe who have 
thus fmoothed the once rugged paths of fcience, I 
doubt whether it might not be better to referve thefe 
ftudies for the entertainment of youth. 

I am fully aware that children would be much 
pleafed with many of the experiments in natural phi- 
lofophy; but if the eafielt and moft amufing parts be 
felected for their ufe, they will when old enough to 
apply ferioufly to fuch ftudies find nothing left but the 
dry hufks of learning and {cience. 

The experimental parts of natural philofophy may 
be compared to thofe beautiful and cultivated {pots, 

TL 4 which 
—
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which: fometimes unexpectedly - burft on the weary 

traveller in the midft of. a barren and mountainous 

country, and which ferve as refting places where:he 

may refreth himfelf before he proceeds on his journey. 

Bur if the moft entertaining experiments have loft the 

charin of novelty by the young ftudent’s having been 

familiarized to, them from childhood, may it not be 
feared he, will turn with difguft from {cientific ftudies, 
when he finds himfelf involved in a fucceffion of ab- 

ftrufe problems and intricate calculations without a 

profpect of his path being enlivened by new and 

entertaining objects, 

CHAPTER’ XXII: 

Drawing and Per/pettive. 

IV. 
I rHINK a young gentleman fhould have fuch an 

infight into perfpedtive, and fo much {kill in drawing, 

as will enable him to reprefent tolerably on paper any 
thing that he fees except faces, and this may be ac- 

quired ina little time if he havea genius for it; but to 

be a perfect painter will require more time than a 
young gentleman’ can {pare from his other improve- 

ments of greater moment. ப 

  

SE: 

It is a matter of furprife to me, that a thing fo ob- 
vioufly ufeful as drawing, and in many refpects fo in- 

i difpenfably
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difpenfably neceflary, fhould be fo generally difrégard- . 
‘ed. Young gentlemen at an academy indeed fometimes 
learn a litcle ‘drawing, but neither fo often nor fo com- 
pletely as they ought; but it is not of chofe I mean 
now to fpeak, but of that large body of youth com- 
‘prehended in the fourth clafs of people, i.e. the fons 
of tradefmen and mechanics. 

As parents cannot know certainly what their chil- 
dren will be, it is fit that according to their {tation 
they fhould be fo educated as to be prepared for what- 
ever may fuit their circumftances, their capacity, and 
their inclinations; and’ to this end, befides reading, 
‘writing, and arithmetic, T-earneftly recommend draw- 
ing.’ All parents without an exception fhould im- 
plant in their children an ardent defire to excel: not 
to engage them in things they are unequal to, not to 
fill their heads with chimeras of fancied power and 
abilities, but that they labour with unwearjed induftry 
to become perfect in their way, be their profeffion, 
trade, or bufinefs, what it will. Thus, if a boy is to be 
a bricklayer, a carpenter, a fmith, or any other trade 
relating to building, it is right that he thould be ani- 
mated with a defire to become perfect; and not fit 
down contented with a feanty fuperficial knowledge of 
his bufinef$; and to attain this, drawing thould be 
made as familiar to him as writing, which would 
greatly contribute to his advancement in the world; 
for how often does it happen that a gentleman wants 
his own conceptions and defigns executed and im- 
proved, which is eafily done by a maiterly workman! 

Thus alfo if an upholfterer is fent for, itis an ad- 
vantage for him not only to give the proper dimen- 

fions
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fiors of furniture, but difplay the feveral ornaments - 
ani fancie. in ule, and even {trike out new defigns of 
his own, Drawing is alfo effentially neceflary ‘for ca- 

lico printers and linen-drapers. But if we take a more 
geneial furvey of things in order to cive us a true and 
{olid eftimation of real life, we thall find this art of 
furprifing ufe. How many trades are cheré fubfervient 
to the aits and fciences! All thofe who make maps, 
charts, and globes, anda!l thofe wno make mathema- 

tical inftruments and the vatt apparatus for the dif- 
ferent parts of experimental philotophy: fo too engra- 
vers, {culptors, painters, and anatomifts : all thefe with 
many others needlefs to enumerate ftand in need of 
drawing ; fo vaft is its ufe and fo neceffary is the 
knowledge of it. 

XI. 

Little children are extremely fond of imitation, 
and they all attempt to draw. I would with my pupil 
to cultivate this art, not merely for the fake of the art 
itfelf, but to render his eye accurate and his hand free. 
I would not however let him have a drawing-mafter 
who would only give him pictures to copy; Nature 

fhould be his only mafter, that he may have before him 
the original obje&, not the paper that merely repre- 
fents it. 1 would even-prevent his fketching any 
thing ‘by memory, till by frequent praétice the exact 
figures of the objects are well impreffed on his imagi- 
nation; for by fubftituting ridiculous fantattical figures 
for reality, he may lofe the knowledge of juft 
Proportion, and fpoil his tafte for the beauties of 
nature. 

ஹ்‌: I am
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. |.am- aware that by this method he will feraw] a 

long time before he will produce any drawing that 

has che flighteft refemblance to the original, and be 

Jate in acquiring the elegance of outline and the light 

touches of a finifhed artift. Perhaps he will never 

difcern picturefque beauties, or poffefs a good tafte in 

drawing; bugon the other hand his eye will become 

more exact, his hand more fteady, and he will ac- 

quire a knowledge of the jufl proportions, fizes, and 

figures of animals, plants, and other objects, and a 

quicker fenfe of optical deceptions, ~ 

But in this purfuit as in others I do not intend my 
pupil thould have the amufement all to himielf. I 

would make it ftill more agreeable by conftantly par- 

taking of it. I would not let him have any other 
rival ‘than myfelf; but I would be his competitor with- 
out intermiffion and without danger, and this would 

render his employment interefting without creating 
any jealoufy between us. I would follow his example, 

and, taking up the pencil, would at firft handle it as 

awkwardly as himfelf, I would begin by drawing a 
man as boys draw them on walls, a ftroke for each 
arm, one for each leg, and the fingers longer than the 
arms. Some time after one of us would _perceive this 

want of proportion; we fhould remark, that a leg has 

fome thicknefs, but that it is not equally thick at all 
parts, and that the length of the arm is determined by 
the length of the body. In this progrefs I fhould as 
much as poffible keep pace with him, or would get fo 
little before him, that it fhould always be in his power 
to overtake or even occafionally furpafs me. 

We would then purchafe colours and brufhes, and 
endeavour
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endeavour to imitate the colours of the objeéts as 

weil as the figure. We would colour, paint, and daub, 

but in all our trials we would endeavour to copy 

Nature, and never do any thing but uader her direc- 

tun. | . 
If we were in want of ornaments for our rooms, we 

have now found enough. J would hav¢ our drawings. 

framed and handfomely glazed that they may not be 

retouched, and that, finding they remained in the ftate 

we left them in, each one might be interefted to do’ 
his belt. I would have thefe drawings hung regularly 

‘round the room, every picture repeated twenty or 

thirty times, fhowing in each copy the progrefs of the 

ம்ம்‌, from the time when the houfe was only a mif- 

fhapen fquare, ull its front, fides, proportion, and 

fhading are correct. The gradations. preferved, in 
thefe pictures will not fail of being conftantly intereft- 

‘ing to ourfelves and entertaining to others, and of ex- 
citing our emulation. I would put the moft unfinifhed 

in fuperb gilt frames, which would fet them off, but 

when the im:tation becomes more exact and the draw- 
ings really good, I would only put them in plain 

black frames; for thefe will not want any ornament to 

fet them off, and the border fhould not divert the at- 

tention from the merit of the picture. Thus we fhould 

all afpire to the honour of a plain frame, and when we 

meant to defpife a picture condemn it to the gilt frame. 
In drawing I fhould never let my pupil: make ufe of 

a rule or compafs, but keep them conftantly locked 

up, only indulging him with them rarely and for a — 

fhort time. ்‌ 

If
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oT. 

j If thofe young women who are in a fituaticn to try 

whether Nature has given them talents for the beauti-’ 
ful accomplifhments of drawing, would fairly make 

the effay, they might very probably open to them- 

feives and to their friends a {pring of. entertainment 

that would never run dry, that would contribute to 
improve while it delights them by adding to their 

ideas of elegance and grace, that would prevent many 

a folly and maay a fin which proceed from idlencfs, 
and that would prove the means of future fupport, 
fhould it pleafe the Supreme Wifdom to reduce them 
to a ftate of dependance. 

  

XIV. 

As to drawing, I would only with you to follow as 
genius leads: I think the ufe of this art is more for 
yourfelf than others: it is but feldom that a private 
perfon has leifure or application enough to gain any 

high degree of excellence in it: but with regard to 
yourlelf it is of great confequence to have the power 

of filling up agreeably thofe intervals of time, which 
too often hang heavily on the hands of a woman, if her 
lot be caft in a retired fituation, Befides this, 16 15 

certain that even a fmall fhare of knowledge in this 
art will heighten your pleafure in the performances of 

_ others. The pleafure of feeing fine paintings, or even 
of contemplating the beauties of nature, muft- be 
greatly heightened by being converfant with the rules 
of drawing, and by the habit of confidering the moft 

- picturefque objects. As I look upon tate to be an 

ineftimable
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ineftimable fund of innocent ‘delight, 1 with you to 

lofe no. opportunity of improving it, and of cultivating 

($m yourfelt the relith of fuch pleafures as will not in- 

terfere with a rational fcheme of life, nor lead you 

into diffipation with all its attendant evils of vanity and 

luxury. 

  

I am very defirous my children fhould excel in 

drawing ; for it is a purfuit adapted to all ages, and 

offers innumerable refources againft idlenefs. Rouffeau 

withes Aimelius to draw without a mafter; but he 

fpeaks of what he does not underftand. 16 is abfo-. 

lutely neceflary to have a mater, and that mafter 

ought to be a very good one ; for every thing depends 

on firft principles. It is not only neceflary to have 

good copies, but the mafter muft perfectly underftand 

the fcience; for it is by drawing with him that:the © 

feholar will make the moft rapid progrefs. It willbe , 

neceflary to begin with copying, but this apprentice- 

fhip may certainly be prolonged too long, which would 

be a great lofs of time. A good mafter, however, 

will in the fpace of a 2-year teach his fcholars to draw 

_ from nature.. 

    

Extract from the Appendix to Manron’s' Complete 

Treatife on Perfpective, publithed in 1783. - 

Having fhown how objeéts may be projected per- 
fpectively by rule, I fhall now fhow and explain the 

ufe and application of an apparatus, by which the moft 

complicated and irregular objects, landfcape-views, &c. 

‘may be accurately drawn without underftanding per- 
fpective,



Drawing and Perfpettive. 287 

fective, the beft calculated for the purpofe of any I 

have feen or heard of, at the fame time fimple and 

ealy to be applied. I {peak from experience, having 

- frequently made ufe of it in drawing complicated ma- 
chines and other objects in which there were fcarcely 

any right lines, or none that were principal. 

This apparatus confifts chiefly in a rectangular 

frame, the length in proportion to the width; about 3 

to 2 is a good fhape. This frame is reticulated with 

filken threads, or it is better with fine iron wire, in 

fquares not exceeding half an inch; if fmaller, the 

drawing may ‘be more accurate. They are ufually 

done with threads all of one fize or thicknefs; but [ 

advife larger or thicker at every fifth fquare, begin- 

ning from the middle longitudinally; and having 

made one for the horizon (which fhould be about one- 

third from the bottom of the frame in common cafes) 
fet off the others from that breadthways. 
‘It is a matter of furprife to me, that although every 

artift knows how by reticulation to reduce or enlarge 
‘drawings from prints or pictures, yet they are at a 
lofs to apply it in drawing from an obje@; in which 
there is only this difference, that in the latter a fj ight- - 
hole to keep the eye to one point is neceffary, The . 
application for landfcape- views is as follows: 
Being provided with a frame reticulated as above, 

in ees to fix it for ufe a ftrong ftaff not much lef 
than two inches thick is neceflary ; for if it be too 
fmall, it will not be fteady enough, but fubje& to 
trembling when ftuck in the ground, for whch pur- 
pofe it muft be pointed at the bottom, and at the 
other end a crof-piece is fixed about nine inches long, 

more
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more or lefs according to ‘the fize of the frame, for. 

which a groove is made in the upper edge to fix it up- 

right; it would be better ifa fpirit level be fixed in it 

to fet it horizontal, which the” threads fhould be 

exactly. Along this crofs-piece is a hole about an 

inch and a half wide and three quarters of an inch 

deep for a flider to be fixed in to fupport the fight- 

hole, fo that it may be fteady, yet free to flide in and 

out at difcretion, according as the fight-hole is ‘required 

to be nearer or farther from the frame; which fight- 

hole is raifed ‘or lowered as occafion requires for a 

higher or lower horizon, and is fixed by the turn of a 

{crew. The flaff may be about 44 or ¢ feet long, fo 

‘that when fixed in the ground the horizon in the frame 

may be on a level with the eye, which is at difcretion 

“either ftanding or fitting on a high ftool. 

The whole of the apparatus being fixed for ufe, the 

fioht-hole being level with the thread that marks the 

horizon, and diftant from the center about the opening 

of the frame *, the landfcape before it will appear on 

the threads, from the fight-hole, as a drawing reticu-* 

lated or fquared, which may be copied on paper the 

fame as a print or drawing; but great care muft be 

taken that the fight-hole be not moved after you have 

begun the drawing, as the places of the objects on the 

threads will vary thereby. Let your paper be fquared 

in the fame manner as the frame, but-in any propor- 

tion you pleafe. To defcribe the operation of draw- 

* I fuppofe Mr. Malton means that the fight-hole fhould be as 

far from the reticulated frame, as that is wide. Thus if the frame 

is 8 inches wide, the fighi-hole fhould be 8 inches from the frame, 

fo that the whole view would not excced an angle of 50 degrees. 

EA, 
ing
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ing from this frame would be trifling, as it'is evidently 3 

the fame as copying a picture or drawi oof? any 

When the apparatus is to be ufed on a table in 
order to draw any model or machine, the reticulated 

frame mutt be'fixed ona ftand, with notches in two 
upright pieces to fupport it, and the flider with the 
fight-hole being alfo fixed to the ftand, will then be 

ready for ufe as before, the object being placed behind 

the frame, which may be fixed lengthways or upright 

as the figure of the object thall require *. . 

   

ட்‌ _ 2 SN ta, 

  

* Before I met with the above defeription of an apparatus for 

taking views, I had ordered one on a fimilar plan to be made for 

my own ufe. The principal difference between them is, that in 

Mr. Malton’s the fight-hole is in the center of a circular plate about 

the fize of a crown-piece, whereas in mine it is placed three inches 

from one end of a board ten inches long and three broad, and con- 

fequently feven inches from the other end. This board is fixed fo 
that. the fight-hole is oppofite the center of the reticulated frame. 
By this contrivance the eye not ufed is completely fhaded without 

" the neceffity of fhutting it, and by turning the board it may be 
ufed for either eye. I have alfo afixed a {mall plummet and line 
to one fide of the frame, which anfwers the purpofe of a fpirit- | 
level. The fize of my frame is eight inches by five, and both that 
and the fight-hole-board are fixed in uprights ending at top in 
grooves, and at bottom inferted in a ground-plate with holes to vary 
the diftance, fo that the whole machine takes to pieces and goes 
into a flat box, which alfo contains the paper and pencils, and may 
ferve for a def to draw on when taking views. : 

The machine is defigned to be either fixed on a walking-cane; 
a walking-ftick-chair, or it may be faftened on the ftump of a tree, 
a gate, &c. by means of a gimlet which paffes through the center 
of the horizontal board that fupports the frame-and fight-hole. 
It may alfo ftand on a table. The conftruction is very fimple, 
and I fhould have given an engraving of it; but finding the fame 
idea had been already 102 251120 by fo eminent an artilt; determined 
to refer my readers to his work for any farther information on the fubjet. Eu. : ary 

VOL. i, U This 
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This method of drawing feems to have origifated — 
from common obfervation of feeing objects through: a 

“window, which in thofe early times when this inftru- 

ment was contrived and firft ufed (for it is not of late 

invention) were not in {quares of two feet in height, 
but in {mall divifions with lead, which were almoft 

adapted to the purpofe, infomuch that there feems 
nothing left to contrive except a fizht-hole to fix the 

‘eye; as it was perceivable that the objects varied in 

their apparent proportions to the {quares on approach- 

ing to or receding from the window (being lefs in the 
former cafe and increafing as we recede) fo that it 

‘was not poffible to reduce it to praétice without: that 

‘neceflary expedient. The contrivance of a frame was 

in order to make it portable, and the dividing it into 
{quares by means of threads or wires can fearcely be 

‘attributed to it as an invention but an improvement; 

for making them lefs feems an unavoidable confe- 

quence which experience would {oon render necefiary. _ 

There is another method of taking reprefentations 

of objects from nature, which is, by having a plate of 
glafs well ground and polifhed fixed in the frame in- 

ftead of threads, which being lightly fmeared over with: 
gum diluted with water, when dry may be drawn on 

with a foft pencil or french chalk, and by that means 
the obje€ts may be traced on it, the eye being fixed at 

the fight-hole, and afterwards taken off -by tracing the 

fame on paper 35. toa ftrong light. 

   

  

. XXI, . i 
** It appears then, mamma, that a painter fhould be 

aman of great information.” “ Certainly ; for it is 
, ட்‌ மல்ழவிதும்‌ 

ம்‌
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indifpenfably neceffary that he fhould uaderftand ana- 

romy.and geometry ; that he fhould have a profound © 

knowledge of ancient and modern hiftory and mytho- 

logy; and laftly, that he fhould be a nice obferverand 

a philofopher; for unlef he is well acquainted with the — 

human heart, he can never ne to attain to 

"eminence in his profeffion.” : 
‘* Pray, mamma, let us every day compole a pic- 

ture in converfation, and we will take ic by turns to 

choofe the fubje&t: that will be charming!” «I 
will confent to it provided you can tell me this mo- 
ment, clearly and in a few_-words, what are the rules 

that muift be generally attended to in order to judge of 

the merits of a pi€ture, fo far as regards the compofi- 

tion.” “ That will be very eafy, as you have juft re- 

peated them. Let us fee. In the firft place the fub- 
ject fhould be eafily difcovered by every {pectator who 
is acquainted with the ftory; fecondly, the time and 
{cene of action fhould be well chofen; thirdly, the at- 
titudes and expreffion of countenance of the தமா 
fhould agree with their age and fituation; and laftly, 

the dreffes and coftumes fhould be confiftent and pro= 
perly attended to.” ‘I fee you-have perfeétly under- 

1000 all I have been telling you.” “ Then, mamma; 
we are to compofe a hiftory-piece every evening ?” 
** Yes, and in the fpring, when we are in the country, 
we will in the fame manner compofe fome. pieces in 
the flemith ftyle after the manner of Teniers. ox 
Gerard Dow; that is to fay, fome village {cenes ;. for 

* we fhall have models enough before our eyes, and that 
is the beft way of ‘learning to paint, 

SS 

Uz ; Befides
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Befides the amufement or லவ்வை at pot 

felling: the talent of drawing, there is another advan- 

tage refulting from it, which confifts 1 in ufing the pen- 

cil as a language to exprefs the form of all vifible ob- 
jects, as of. flowers, machines, houfes, land{capes, 

which cannot in words alone be conveyed to others 

with fufficient accuracy. For this end it may be fu — 

ficient to draw in outlines alone the ficures of natural 

things, without expending fo much time on this art as 

is requifite to enable the learner to add the nice — 

‘touches which form the delicate ட of fhade 

and colour. ~ 

  

Gl 

Drawing, not merely for the purpofe of making 
pleafing pidtures and obtaining applaufe, but for that 

capacity it gives to a proficient of reprefenting any 

object with eafe and accuracy, is both an agreeable aiid 

ufeful qualification. The perfection of every fpecies 

of painting is attainable by women, from the reprefen- 
tation of hiftoric faéts to the minute execution of 

the miniature portrait, if they will beftow fufficient _ 

time and application for the acquifition of the princi- 

ples of this art in the ftudy of the beft models. But 

as an exalted genius for painting is not very generally 

poffeffed, it is fortunate for thofe who are lefs liberally 

endewed, that there are many profitable though in- 

feriour branches of defiga or of arts connected with it. 
The drapery and landfcape both of portraits and hifto- 

rical pieces are often ப to the pupil of the 
Be ahi அம mafter,
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matter, and conftitute a branch of the art for which 

women might be allowed to’be candidates. The ele- 

gant’as well as humourous defigns which embellifh the 

windows of print-fellers, alfo {ketches for the. frontif- 

pieces of books, and other ornaments of the fame 

kind, muft employ many artifts, nor does it appear 

that any good reafon for confining them to one fex 

has been affigned.. பதும்‌! 

Colouring of prints is.a lucrative employment; as 

alfo defigns for needle-work and ornamental works of 

all kinds, which fhould be entirely appropriated’ to 

women. The delicate touches of miniature painting; 

and painting in enamel, with devices for rings and 

lockets in hair work, are more chara¢teriftic of female 

talents than of mafculine powers. The delineation of 

animals or plants for books of natural hiftory, and 

colouring maps and globes, may be followed with the 

fame advantage. Patterns for calico-printers and 

paper-ftainers are lower departments of the fame art, 

which might furely be allowed as fources of fubGitt- 

ence to one fex with equal propriety as to the other. 

To thefe engraving may alfo be added. 

  

XLII. 
I much approve of Roufleau’s plan of teaching 

drawing. But that the pupil might not lofe the ad- 
vantages derived from the labours of paft ages, he 

\fhould fabmit his productions to a mafter of the art 

who may correct his errours and accelerate his im- 
_ provement. 

  

a 3 LT have ©
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I have cauled all my pupils to learn’ to draw and'to: 
paint. I procured for them the. beft mafters, and in’ 
conformity to the ufwal method they all began'to draw 

when five or fix years old; but what has ‘been the 
uniform effeét ?. None of them made the leaft progrefs 
during the firft four years; the three next produced 
from timé to time, and as it were by chance, a few 

tolerable heads and figures; but from thirteen to 
fixteen they made a real progrefg which became daily 

more rapid. I remarked however that from this 
- period their improvement gid not fo much depend on 

the increafing pratice of the hand as on the greater | 
judgment and accuracy of the eye, which: was daily: 
improving by our conftant excurfions to vifit monu- 
ments, churches, galleries, engravings, fales of pictures, 
&c. Thefe proved their beft leflons in drawing and 
painting, and being accompanied by an artift of dif 
tinction, who pointed out the beauties and defeéts of 
every thing we faw, they were accuftomed to compare — 

and judge with juftice and ட ம்பம்‌, 1 in fact is 
the whole fecret of the art. 

To children drawing is the moft irkfome and for a 
long time the moft perfectly ufelefs of all employ- 
ments. I am aware there 1s fcarcely a family but can 
fhow tolerably good heads drawn by children nine or 
ten years old, and little landfeapes and flower-pieces 
painted by young ladies of the fame age: but of all — 
thefe little works either the outline is done for them, or“ 
the whole retouched and often almott entirely done by © 
the mafter. “Tricks of this kind are univerfal, and 

moft
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moft parents and teachers either do not fufpe& them, 

pay them no attention, or favour and encourage them. 

Indeed it appears impoffible to prevent this artifice, fo. 
long as the youth and very limited knowledge of the 
pupils difable them from making a real progrefs. The 

mafters are unwilling the parents fhould be diffatisfied, . 
children fear being fcolded ; and thefe two Caufes are. 
an inexhauftible fource of falfehood and deceit. Te 
obviate all thefe inconveniences 1 would advife that. 
the pupil fhould not take a pencil in his hand or draw 
himfelf till he is fourteen -years old, yet he is to be 
prepared for it, and his inftruction is to commence 
from his earlieft infancy. 

A good mafter fhould attend him regularly, and 
draw and paint in his prefence, and at the fame time 
explain to him the rules of this delightful art. The 
pupil mu&t be told that he muft look at his mafter 
with great attention while he is drawing, that he muft 
obferve whether his mafter copies accurately, and that 
his only bufinels is to criticife him, or approve of his 
performance as it deferves; in which if he acquit 
himfelf well, a reward is promifed him. Thus the 
matter draws feven or eight eyes, almoft all of them 
irregular except one, after which the {cholar is to pro- 
nounce his judgment; although this will moft probably 
be extremely erroneous. He is then made to examine 
the copies and the original, and the eye which deferves 
the preference is pointed out, 

Meanwhile the bargain made with the child gives 
him a moft ardent defire to judge better the next at 
tempt. It is-to this effect, every time he.is right he 

- 1s to have a ticket or. counter, and when he has gained 
Us fix
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fix of thefe they are to be exchanged againtt யு ats. 
_ tractive toy ; but when he judges.wrong he is not. to 
receive any. punifhment ; 3 for he will be told this i is not 

a neceffary ftudy, but merely an. amufement; and 
therefore flight inattentions from. time to time will not 
occafion _any reprimands, and a continual. inattention 
will only be punifhed by a total ceflation of the 
leffons. 

. The mafter fhould go Aon he through oe dif. 
ப parts of drawing, beginning with the face and 
the human body. He thould then draw from butts 
and by lamp light. He fhould attend his pupil, to 

‘view various pictures, monuments, &c. fhould teach 
him. to obferve their beauties and defeéts, and thus 
my pupil at fourteen years old will be as great a 
connoiffeur as any artift at twenty; he will poffefs every 
neceffary auxiliary fpecies of knowledge, he will have 
a fure and accurate eye, and a pure and cultivated 
tafte. He fhould now fit down inftead of his matter, 
draw in his turn under his infpeétion, and his pro- 
grefs will be fo rapid that at feventeen he will have 
no farther occafion for a matter. If he has tafte for 
the arts, this ftudy will from the beginning to the end 
be the moft fafcinating ‘of all his occupations, and at 
feventeen years of age he will poffefs a real talent 

_ which he will never neglect. 

  

21,7111, 
Madame de Genlis obferves, that of all the things 

children learn drawing generally appears the moft irk-. 
fome and difagreeable. This perhaps arifes from a 
wrong method of teaching it; for to oblige a ‘child. 

fix)
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"fix or feven years old to copy ears, nofes, eyes, and’ 

mouths *, is like beginning their education with ab- 
ftraét inftead of fenfible ideas. Few grown perfons 

would diftinguifh any particular feature: of a friend if 

painted feparately from the reft of the face ; how then 

ean it be expected that children fhould take delight in 
copying what they ‘cannot underftand ? 

Drawing fhould rather be confidered as a recreation 

than a tafk; and as foon as children fhow an inclina- 

tion for imitating writing and other things, in order to 

prevent their acquiring a habit of feribbling, thofe 

who have the care of their education may encourage 

--them to amufe themfelves with drawing, fometimes on 

a flate and fometimes on paper. For this purpofe 
they fhould give them good outlines of theep, dogs, 

horfes, birds, and flowers, which would be much more. 

entertaining to children than drawing the human face; 

for they pay great attention to the forms of animals, 

and have at a very early age: a wonderful fagacity 

in diftinguifhing one horfe or cow from another of 
nearly the fame fize and colour. Their mother or go- 
vernefs may point out any ftriking faults, and the. 
children being thus confined to copying outlines for 
fome years would acquire a more correét eye than the 
pupils of moft drawing-mafters, and would afterwards: 
eafily learn to delineate figures, faces, or any thing elfe 
they may with to reprefent. 

“* T much doubt the propriety of this mode of inftru€tion even 
for older pupils. Surely were they to begin with copying heads as 
large as life, in which each feature is as exaétly finithed as when 
drawn feparately, the general effet of every ftroke would be more 
perceptible, and the pupil be better able to judge of his own im. 
provement. 

Children



£98 - Dracwing and Perfpettive. 

_ Children being bur little acciftomed to obferve 
picturefque beauties or diftant profpedts, had perliaps: 

_ better not draw. landfcapes: till ட்‌ க twelve “or ல 

thirteen years old. 9 ஓ tay oe 

In the ufval mode of inftrution 1 many young 566. 
ple who’have learned drawing would hardly know how 

_ to fhade a piece correaly without’a copy, and chil- 
dres have ho more idea of the effect of light and 
fade, than that lady who fent back her portrait to the 
artift, becaufe fhe imagined he, had painted her in a 
ftriped grey and white petticoat, though fhe was dreffed: 
in 2 plain white fattin. When children are ten or. 
eleven years old, they may*be taught fhading by” 
means of fmall white models of animals, houfes, &c. 
Thefe fhould be placed in the’ fame pofitions as fome 
of the outlines they have before drawn, and one candle 
or lamp be fet on the table. The dark parts fhould 
then be pointed out to the pupils, and they fhould be 
defired to fhade their outlines in the fame manner. 
‘They may alfo be taught to draw houfés or build- 
ings from nature, and fhade them when the fun is 
fhining’ full on them, by which they will foon learn 
the effect of light and fhade, and perceive that every 
object would appear a perfedtly flat furface, were it not. 
for the different degrees of light: that fall upon it, 
After_fome time they will alfo be able to diftinguith 
the various gradations of light and” fhade) even when! 
objets are not placed in a ftrong leh 

Before young people ftudy perfpe€ive from Rone: 
they fhould learn a little geometry, and be accuftomed 
to meafure angles as exaétly by the eye as with a pro- 
tractor. They fhould alfo be taught to find out the 

elements
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chine fimilar to that defcribed in this chapt “page : 

~ 987. By frequently viewing buildings and other ob= 

| jects through this frame they may obferve which of ° 

the lines meet in the fame vanithing points and which 

are parallel to the ground-plane of ‘the picture, afcer- 

tain in what proportion objets diminifh, meafure the 

angles fubtended by various right lines, &e. 8c. 
They may then read an eafy treatife on perfpec- 

tive, which they will be better able to underftand’ 

when thus previoufly acquainted with the general prin- 

ciples, after which they may learn the higher branches: 

of this ufeful and entertaining {cience. 

Before the pupils attempt to take views, it will be 

neceflary they fhould learn to draw trees. _ For this 

purpofe they fhould be fhown the different ftrokes 
-ufed for each particular kind of foliage, and make 

ftudies of trees from nature, both when in full leaf and’ 

entirely without, and alfo with the fun fhining on,them,: 

by which means they will perceive the reafon of the’ 

dark and light parts, and that the only way to make 

the branches appear to come out from the paper is to 
throw a ftrong fhade underneath them. ; 

The pupils fhould be taught as foon as poffible to- 

draw from real objects, and for this purpofe the lice | 
models above recommended for fhading may be ufed. 

A few good models of horfes, dogs, fheep, and oxen, 

purchafed at a moderate expenfe, would ferve a 

family of children many years, as they may be placed 
in various pofitions. Flowers and fhells are eafily pro- 

cured, and if the pupils be not defigned for. arcitts, 

: living
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living models of men and women in different drefies 

will be fafficient. ' 

. To afi, young beginners in assis ee real, 

ee I. would ftrongly recommend the ufe of the | 

machine before referred to, which might either be 

placed on. the table- before the little models above 

mentioned, or be ufed out of. doors for taking Jand- 

fcape-views. sey 

When the pupils have acquired fome proficiency ie 

drawing from nature, and are able to preferve the per- 

fpective correctly without the help of this machine, a 

carpenter’s {quare or even a ftraight ftick may be fub- 

{ituted to meafure objeéts, but in this cafe a thread 

fhould be faftened to the ruler or ftick with a knot or 

bead at the end, which fhould be held in the mouth, 

that the ftick may always be at the fame diftance from: 

the eye while the artilt is taking a view. 

Thefe few hints on drawing are principally intended 

for thofe who may wifh to give their children fome 

notion of drawing without being at the expenfe of a, 

mafter, which an intelligent mother may do, even 

though the be not herfelf an artift. It cannot however 

he expected that young people fhould underftand the 
management of the pencils and colours fo as to pro- 
duce any highly-finifhed paintings, unlefs they are 

/regularly taught by one who excels in this delights 

ful art. ie 
I underftand, the moft approved method of teaching 

this branch of drawing, and that which is praétifed by. 

the moft eminent mafters, is for the whole of the 

: 1869 to be fpent in the mafter’s drawing in the pre- 

fence of the pupil. ‘hus he firft fetches the outlines. 
: at AS BoP ar OF
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ofa ‘pidure, ‘which the pupil copies during his abfence.. 

At the next leffon hé begins to fhade it, and leaves it 

- for the ‘pupil to copy; and fo on till both the original 

picture age. the pupil’s copy are completely — 

பராக்‌ So 
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Buk 
Tue time for convenient reft before meat tay 

both with profit and delight be taken up in recreating 
and compofing the travailed {pirits of the fcholars with _ 
the folemn and divine harmonies of mufic heard or 

learned: either while the fkilful organift plies his 

grave and fancied defcant in lofty fugues, or the whole 
fymphony with artful and unimaginable touches adorn 
and grace the well-ftudied chords of fome choice — 

sompofer; fometimes the lute or foft organ-ftop, 

waiting on elegant voices either to religious, moral; 

or civil ditties; which, if wife men and prophets be 

not extremely out, have a great power over 811004 
'.fitions and manners, and fmoothe “and make them 

gentle from ruftic harfhnefs and diftempered paffions. 

  

If. 

- To dance fometimes will not be imputed to you'as - 
a fault; but remember that the end of your learning it 
was, that you might the better know how to move 

gracefully.
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gracefully, ‘It is only an advantage fo far. When it - 

goeth beyond it, one may call it emcel/ing 1 in a miftake, © 

which is no very great commendation. Tt is better for 

a woman never to dance becaufe fhe has no. fill i In it, 

than to do it too” often becaufe fhe doth it well. The 

eafieft as well as the fafeft metbed of doing it is in | 
private companies among{t particular friends, and ther 

carelefsly like a diverfion, rather'than with /olemnity as 

if it was a bufinefs, or had any thing in it to deferve a 

month's preparation by ferious conference with a dancing 

moafier. 

  

6 

ட்‌ IV. 

To gain but a moderate fkill in mufic waftes fo 
much of a young man’s time, and engages him often 

in fuch odd company, that many think it much better 

fpared ; and] have amongft men of parts and bufinefs 

fo feldom heard any one commended or efteemed for 

having an excellency in mufic, that amongf{t thofe 
things that ever come into the lift of accomplifhments - 

I think we may give it the laft place. 

When your children learn dancing you muft be 

fure to have a good mafter that knows and can teach 

what is graceful and becoming, and what gives a 

freedom and eafinefs to all the motions of the body. 
One that teaches not this is worfe than none at all: 
natural unfafhionablenefs being much better than af- 

fe€ted poftures. As for the j Jigging part of the figures 

of dancing, I count that little or nothing, farther than as 
it tends to perfect graceful carriage, 

It
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டட 
“Tris evidently of advantage, that a young ¢ centleman — 

be from his infancy almoft put into the way of wield- 

ing his limbs decently, a and coming into a room like a 

human creature. But I really think it, more eligible 

that a youth be a little bafhful and awkward, than 
that he have too much of the player or dancing- 

matter. Care ought therefore to be taken that he ‘do 

not learn to dance too well. ‘The confequence will 

probably be, that being commended for it he will take’ 
all_ opportunities of exhibiting his performance, and 

<< 

will in time become a hunter.after “balls and a mere 

dangler among the ladies. 

The fame caution ought to be ufed with refpect to 
mufic. It is true there are few. of the good. people 
of England, who: have fo much tafte as to be capable 

of excelling in that alluring and bewitching art. But 

there are பட of ‘the bad effects of cultivating i it 

too much. 

  

XK. 

Mofic is a very agreeable accomplifhment for a 
young lady, _ It isa fine relaxation from more ferious 
employments; and it greatly contributes to keep up a 
cheerfulnefs through the whole family 5 but I would 
not have her ambitious to excel, and I think parents. 
cught not to covet it. To attain mufic to great per- 
fection ‘and to ftudy Italian for that purpofe is a work 
of great labour, time, and expenfe; too much by far 
to gain what at laft amounts to no more than an 
amufement. Ladies of great rank and fortune have 
every thing at their command; therefore {Rould aim 

7 த்‌ at
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at perfection in all they undertake ; but thofe in more 
private life have certainly other things to do, and muft 

{toop to domeftic cares; whereby they will often be en- 
abled to boafl a happinefs, to which greater ladies are 
{trangers. But fuppofing that, either to gratify herfelf 
or her friends, fhe engages deeply in the ftudy of 
mufic; parents are here often cajoled out of their 
money and their fenfes too by their daughter’: s fancied 

excellence, and the fame man that is. lavith in his 
praifes to the fond father’s face, will, perhaps in the 
very next company, {wear the girl {queaks like a pig. 
There is a great deal of infincerity, nay the groffeft 

flattery attends this kind of ftudy, and parents in gene- 
‘ral have need of better eyes than common to fee 
through it. However if the young lady really does 
excel, ftill I fay her time might have been much better 
employed in acquiring more ufeful knowledge, fuch as 
is properly fuited to her ftation. There are yet other 
inconveniences attending this ftudy when a young — 
lady excels or has the reputation of it; that of expofing 
both her and her parents to a great deal of gay com- 
pany at leaft, if no worfe; fuch as tends to diffipate 
the mind, to fhut out reflection, and thereby check or 
prevent the knowledge of more weighty obligations ; 
and it often likewife expofes them to ill- timed ex- 
penfe, which, as every day’s experience thows us, fre- 
quently does great harm, but feldom any good. A 

_ concert, an opera, or an oratorio, always ‘furnithes 
mufic in the utmoft perfection. Is it then worth a 
young lady’s while, whofe fortune is perhaps but 
{canty, to confume a great deal of time and money) 
and at laft fall thort of a 1225 performer? By .no 

means:
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“means ; any more than it is a eh 

quality to be called the firft fiddlers 

for a gentleman to கெ that he ‘can 

man at driving. BES ; 
Ifa tradefman plays on any inftrument, it will be de- 

lightful to him to employ his fon’s. leifure time in 

teaching him fomething of fo agreeable an amufe- 

ment as mufic, and if he can improve his daughter’s 

ear or voice by giving her a pleafing manner of fing- 

ஐ 006 fhould not be deprived of it; for thefe things 
make young people {prightly in themfelves.and pleaf- 

ing to others. But then care muft be taken that they 

{top there ; they muft not engage in an expenfive or 

laborious ftudy of mufic, unlefs it is to be their trade ; 

nor muft they. be attached to it, fo as to neglect other 

obligations, or fo as to engage them in irregular com- 

pany; and above all, great care muft be taken that 
they be not tainted by that torrent of corruption, bad 

fongs. 

I confider dancing as conducive to health, and as 

fometimes a means of preventing deformity ; and even 
where there is no danger of that, all muft fee that it is 

the means of making young people of both fexes 

-ftand, walk, and fit, and even look and {peak to ad- 

vantage; but then it is too expentfive for many parents; 
it alfo inflames young people’s vanity and increafes 
the expenfe of their apparel, and laflly, there is great 
danger of young people contracting a paffion for 
dancing ; for though they may fometimes very inno- 
cently divert themfelves with an evening ball, yet an 
eager defire. for thefe engagements, efpecially to thofe 
of lower rank: in London, is extremely dangerous.: If 
VOL. Ilo = ms த the 
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_ the expenfe of the mafter can be fubmitted to, the — 
_ other difficulties may I think be got over. Children 
mutt obey their parents, and wear without a ftrugele 
and without a bluth fuch apparel as their parents 

_ judge fit for them, and they fhould alfo be kept from 
all low balls and diforderly affemblies. It thovld be 
remembered that the end of dancing is not fo much to 
make young people fhine at a ball, as to give an கேடு 
air and grace to all the motions of the body. 

et 
As Tam in no hafte for my pupil to learn to read~ 

writing, ic will naturally be fuppofed I fhall not be 
more anxious to teach him to read mufic. No, I 
would not fatigue him with obliging him to fix his at- 
tention long on any fubjeét, nor thould I be very for- 
ward to fill his mind with mere conventional figns and 
characters. 1 confefs there is fome difficulty in this, 
for though a knowledge of the notes does not perhaps 
at firft fight appear more neceffary in order to fing, 

\ 

than a knowledge of the alphabet in order to fpeak, 
yet there is this difference, that in fpeaking we exprefs 
our own ideas, whereas in finging we generally exprefs 
thofe of others, and in order to do this we muft be 
able to read them. However, at firft my pupil inftead 
of reading may hear them, and a fong is learned more 
perfectly by the ear than by the notes. 

To underftand mufic thoroughly, ic is not {ufficient 
to be able to play by note, the {cholar muft alfo be 
able to compofe, and jthe one fhould be learned with 
the other, or neither will be well underftood. At firft 
1 fhall teach my litle mufician to:'compofe short 

es mufical 

6
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‘mifical fentences well accented, then to join them to- 

gether by a fimple modulation and divide the different 

parts into bars by an சேகல்‌ punctuation, which can, 

only be done by a good choice of cadences. and 

paufes. 

The better to exprefs he different founds in f ing- 

ing, each note’or ihterval has a particular articulation; 

hence the ufe of folfaing with certain fixed fyllables.. 

To diftinguith the fcales in mofic it was neceflary to 

give particular names to the mufical notes, and alfo to 

the different intervals; hence the ufe of the letters of 

the alphabet and the names of the intervals, the firkt of 
which diftinguifh the keys of the harpfichord, and the 
laft the notes of the gamut. 4 marks a fixed inva-. 

. table note, always founded by the fame key on the 
harpfichord. Ur and La are quite different. Ur is 
always the key or tonic note in a major key, or the flat 
third of a minor. _ La is conftantly the key note in a 
minor key, or the fixth note in a major. Thus the 
letters of the alphabet mark the fixed notes of our 
mufical fyftem; and the fyllables the different intervals 
and fimilar proportions between one note and another’ 
in all the different keys. The letters exprefs_ the ivory 
keys of the harpfichord, and the fyllables the intervals. 
The french muficians have ftrangely perplexed them- 
felves with thefe diftinGtions, as they have confounded 
the ufe of the fyllables with the ufe of the letters of the 
alphabet, and by thus unneceffarily giving two different 
names to each note on the harpfichord have no means 
of expreffing the chords-or intervals in the different 
keys ; thus with-them Uf-and C are always the fame 
note, which 15 not the: fa& nor ought.it to be; ; for of | 

: xX 2 - what
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what ufe then is the name C? Belides, i this 

means folfaing is rendered very difficult, without being 

of any advantage or conveying any clear ideas to the 

mind, as Ui or Mi may equally fignify a major or 

minor third. ; 

But let us follow a more clear and fimple method — 
~ with our pupil. For him let there be but two keys or 

modes, the major and minor, of which the intervals 

fhould always be the fame, and a by the fame 

fyllables. 

Whether he fing or play let him be able to begin 

his tung.on any one of the 12 notes of the harpfichord, 

which may ferve him as a key-note ; And whether he 

modulate in D or C or G, let him always clofe in Ur 
or La according as he is in a major or minor key. 
By this method: he will underftand your inftru€tions, 

and the principal divifions of the feale will always be . 
prefent to his mind; his execution will be more cor- 

rect and. his progrefs more rapid. 
In teaching a child to fing you fhould endeavour to 

~ make him fing correctly, and render his voice fmooth, 

clear, and ee You muft alfo form his ear fo that 

he may underftand time and harmony, but nothing. 

more. Theatrical and imitative mufic are not fuited 
to children. I would not even have them fing wish 
words; but if my pupil wifhed for them, I would en- 

deavour to compofe fome couplets that might intereft 

him and. be as fimple as his own ideas. Above all / 

never let him fing any humourous, plaintive, or tender 

_fongs, but accuftom him to a pleafing and fimple 

: ' melody arifing from the fundamental. chords of the 
key in which he is playing, and ie. the bafs be fo 

ae | 
=
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் clearly marked that he may feel every note and ac- 

company it without difficulty ; for to form his voice 

and ear he fhould never fing without an inftrument. 

But this is too much about mufic. Teach him how 

you pleafe, provided it be only as an amufement, 

  

20111. 

Mufic, 1 conceive, is to be recommended with 

more diferimination than molt other elegant accom- 
plifhments, how much foever fuch a notion may con- 
tradict the prevailing opinion. It is very true, there 

are young ladies, who, without any particular advantage 
of a natural ear or good voice, by means of circum- 

ftances peculiarly favourable, make great proficiency 

in mufic; but it is as true, that they have made it at a 

ஏவம்‌ expenfe of, time and application, fuch as no wo- 
man ought to beftow upon an objeét, to which fhe is 

not carried by the irrefiftible impulfe of genius. _ 

It muft be allowed, that for a young perfon who has 

no turn for mufic to be condemned both to mortify 

herfelf and.to punifh her acquaintance by murdering 

every leffon put into her hands, isa very awkward 
fituation, however much her, mafter may for the fake 

of his craft flatter her or her friends, affuring them, 

perhaps with an air of great folemnity, that he never 
had a better fcholar in his whole life. If fhe, whofe 
attainments in this kind are but indifferent, could be 
contented to amufe herfelf and her own family now 
and then with an air that happened to pleafe them, it 
were well: but how does a judicious hearer bluth for 
the poor beginner, when fet down by the command of 
a fond parent to entertain perhaps a large company, 

ges as .



310. Mufic, Singing, and Dancing. 

as we have often feen, with performing that of which 

fhe {carce knows the very rudiments, while all is dif: 

appointment on their part, and, if fhe have any un- 

-derftanding, confufion on hers. — 

Is the preacher then an enemy to mufic ? Much the 

reverfe. Where there is a real genius for it improved 

‘by art and regulated by fentiment, nothing furely can 

be more charming or more affecting. But how much 

is it to be regretted, that this wonderful charm of me- 

lody properly fo called, together with the whole merit 

of expreffion, fhould be facrificed, as we frequently 

find, to the proud poor affectation of mere trick and 

execution; that inftead of rendering the various com= 

binations of found a powerful inftrument of touching 

‘the heart, exciting agreeable emotions, or allaying un- 

eafy fenfations, as in the days of old, it fhould be ge- 

nerally degraded into an idle amufement devoid of 

dignity, devoid of meaning, abfolutely devoid of any 

ene ingredient that can infpire delightful ideas, or 

engage unaffected applaufe! What lover of this en- 

chanting art but muft lament, that the moft infipid 

fong which can difgrace it is no fooner heard in places 

of public entertainment, than every young lady who 

has learned the common notes is immediately taught 

to repeat it in a manner ftill more infipid, while the 
mott fublime and interefting compofitions, where fim- 
plicity and greatnefs unite, are feldom or never thought 

of in her cafe, as if the femalé mind were incapable of 
relifhing any thing grave, pathetic, or exalted ! 

XIV. ae 
Dancing is now fo univerfal, that it cannot be dif 

penfed with in the education of a gentlewoman; but 
2
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as to mufic ] would only with you to follow'a ‘genius 
leads, You have fome turn for it, and I fhould¥ Be! 4 > 

‘forry to fee you neglect a talent which will at leat 

afford you an innocent amufement, though it fhould 

not enable you to give much pleafure to your friends, 

I think the ufe of this art is more for yourfelf than 

others. It is but feldom that a private perfon has 

161106 or application enough to gain any high degree 

of excellence in it, and your own partial family are 
perhaps the only perfons who would not much father 

be entertained by the performance of a profeffor than 

by yours: but with regard to yourfelf it is of ‘great 

confequence to have the power of filling up agree.’ 

ably thofe intervals of time, which too often hang 
heavily on the hands of a woman, if her lot be caft in 
retired fituations. Befides this, it is certain that even 
a {mall thare of knowledge in this art will heighten 
your pleafure in the performances of others: the tafte » 
muft be improved before it can be fufceptible of an 
exquifite relifh for any of the imitative arts: an un- 
fkilful ear is feldom capable of comprehending har- 
mony, or of diftinguifhing the moft delicate charms of 
melody. ல்‌ 

  

XVI. ea 
Monfieur will come to you this breaking-up, not 

fo much to teach you to dance, as to walk, ftand, and 
fit well. Thefe are not fuch trifles as they are com- 
monly thought, and people are more influenced by . 
them than they imagine; therefore pray mind them, * - 
and let genteel and graceful motions and attitudes be- 
come habitual to you. 

x 4 I defire
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1 0886 700 ஏரி! particularly attend to the graceful 
motion of your arms, which with the manner of put- 
ing on your hat and giving your hand is all that a 
gentleman need attend to, Dancing is in itfelfa very 
trifling, filly thing, but. it is one of thofe eftablifhed 

follies to which people of fenfe are fometimes obliged 
to conform, and then they fhould be able to do it 

well. And though I would not have you a dancer, 

yet when you dance I would have you dance well, as I 

would have you do every thing you do well. 
As you'are now in a mufical country, where finging; 

fiddling, and piping are not only the common topics 

of converfation, but almoft the principal object of at- 

tention, I cannot help cautioning you againft ¢ giving 

into thofe (I will call them illiberal) pleafures (though 
mufic is commonly reckoned ‘one of the liberal arts) 
to the degree that moft of your countrymen do when 
they travel in Italy. If you love mufic hear it, go to 
operas, concerts, and pay fiddlers to play. to you; but 

I infift upon your neither piping nor fiddling yourfelf. 
It puts a gentleman in a very frivolous eontemptible 
light, brings him into a great deal of bad company, 
and takes up a great deal of time which might be 
much. better employed. Few things would mortify 
me more than to fee you bearing a part in a concert — 
with a “fiddle under your chin or a pipe in your 
ட. 

  

XIX. 

Great excellence in any of the elegant arts is an un- 
favourable circumftance to youth, and, except they be 
“intended to exercife thofe arts as a profeffion, a medio- 

ற்‌



     fore, that young தல்‌ thould Save Be to thet 

is too late to attain to much moré than mediocrity. A 

firft-rate mufician can never be any thing elfe, and an 

incompatable dancer can make nothing but a dancing- 

mafter or a coxcomb. It is impoffible but that per- 

fons muft be fond of ‘opportunities of exhibiting them- 

felves in that character in which a oy 

excel. j ச 
Befides, a refined tafte and great execution in fie 

fine arts neceffarily leads aman to keep company with 

“the celebrated artifts, moft of whom are men of low 

tafte in other refpects, of illiberal and uncultivated 
minds, and profligate in their morals. There are, no 
doubt, exceptions to this obfervation; but it muft be 

allowed that this is too generally the cafe with mufi- 

cians, painters, players, &c. 1 with I could not add 
mere poets and fine writers, or thofe who excel only | 

in what are called the Belles Lettres. All thefe arts, 

fingly taken, are little things, and a truly great mind 
will not give much attention to them fo as to make 
them his chief objeét; and a man will feldom arrive 
at great excellence in what he has recourfe to only as 
an amufement. 

  

Adelaide begins already to have fome flight notion 
of mufic, and I have placed her little fingers on the 
harp. I have a method of teaching mufi¢ which ex- 
perience has taught me to be the beft. ‘To arrive at 
perfection, either on the harp or the harpfichord, we 
fhould play equally well with both hands; but owing 

to
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_ to the method moft mafters take the'left is generally 

- inferiour to the right. To obviate this, before a 

‘child learns a complete tune, fhe ought to practife a 

twelvemonth with only one hand at a time: I mean 
a twelyemonth if an infant; otherwife Gx months will 

fuffice. She fhould execute all the fhakes and moft 

_ difficult paflages that are to be met with, firft with one 
hand and then with the other, and thus the left hand 

will acquire more ftrength than it ufually poffeffes. 

This.requires at firft fo little attention from the fcholar - 

that it cannot fatigue her; but if you expect her to 
read mufic, to place her hands properly, to finger well, 

and to put treble and bafs together, it requires great 

attention, and will become a difficult and tirefome 

ftudy. Young beginners learn to play out of time by 

being {topped by every difficulty: this fpoils their ear 
and their tafte, and they very naturally take an aver- 
fion to a ftudy fo difagreeable and faticuing. No | 

mafter will adopt my method, becaufe they will not be 
able to make their fcholars play feveral tunes by rote 
in the courfe of five or fix months. But after a {cholar 
has been well exercifed according to my plan, if you 
teach her to play leffons, the will in lefs than three 
months furpafs thofe, who have learned two years in 
‘the common way. 

The voices of the italian women all appear charm- 
ing, becaufe they are natural ‘and ealy, Without appear-__ 
ing to come from the throat, which is the great fault — 

_ of.the french fingers. The Italians, on the contrary, 
foften their voices in the higher parts, and take care 

" never to raife them above the natural pitch, which 
renders them truly melodious. ie 

HG
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XXIV. 

Tt is eafy to find out if a young perfon has a tafte 
for mufic. Tf they have, do not fuffer it to lie dor- 

mant; but fhould nature have been a niggard to them 

in this refpect, perfuade them to be filent and not 
feign raptures they do not feel; for nothing can be 

more ridiculous. In mufic I prefer expreffion to exe- ~ 
‘cution. A perfon muft have fenfe, tafte, and fenfibj- 

lity; to render their mufic interefting. The nimble 

dance of the fingers may raife wonder but not delight, 
  

XXIX, 
No good reafon can be affigned for the inftitution 

of an equivocal rank by converting ladies and gentle- 
men into performers. It is true they are occupied, 
but without contributing fo much to the amufement of 
fociety.as thofe who are fupported by the art; and 
ladies initiated in mufic on entering life are obliged to 
quit it for their duties, or to qualify themfelves for 
mufical parties in thesmanner of public performers, 

An accomplifhed education implies fufficient know- 
ledge of the fine arts to judge of the merits of profef- 
fors, to difcern the beauties and defects of compofi- 
tions, and to receive the various pleafure or improve- 
“ment they afford: beyond thefe’ boundaries fuperiour 
obligations are facrificed, and proportionable abate. 
ments of happinefs are incurred. 

  

[ 
XXX. 

Gracefulnefs is an idea of beauty belonging to, pof- 
ture and motion; in both of which, “to be graceful,” 

fays
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fays Mr. Burke, “it is requifite that there be no ap 

« pearance of difficulty ;.a fmall infletion of the body. 
#818 required, and a compofure of the parts in fuch a 

“manner as not to incumber each other, nor to be 

“divided by fharp and fudden angles.” As this is, 
- J believe, a very juft definition of the quality of grace- 

falnefs, it appears to me probable that it might be at- 
tained by every child if committed at an eafly age to 

the care ef the dancing-mafter. Let opulent parents 

then put their children, as foon as they can walk with . 

firmnefs, under the care of the beft dancing-mafter. 

they can engage; only let the tutor obferve the fame 

management in this refpect as has been recommended © 

on the fubject of reading; let him treat the learning 

to dance as a paflime, not a tafk. 
When the little family are become adepts in the art, 

I would advife the parents to treat them with a ball 

once a week; for whilit employed in dancing they can 

enjoy the fociety of their young friends, without that 

“intercourfe which might infe& them with the errours 

of their neighbour’s education; and dancing is a 

wholefome exercife in a large well-aired room, when 

not continued till too late an hour in the evening. 
To dancing I would add mufic or drawing as may 

beft fuic the turn of their genius; but I would teaca 

them to fet the proper value on fuch attainments, and 

to confider them in no more favourable a light than as 

fources of elegant and innocent amufement. It 1s 

true, that the mere getting rid of time appears an ob- 

ject of the firft confequence to moft people of fortunes — 

yet it~is certain that a long and induftrious life will 

hardly put us in poffefion of every requifite for the 

a attainment 

dl
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commonly finks under the weight of 1 

‘it has received half the cultivation neceflary to its per-_ 
feion. When I behold therefore a young perfon 
of independent fortune applauded by a numerous au- 
dience for having executed in a mafterly manner a 

very difficult piece of mufic, I. cannot help reflecting 

on the many hours which muft have been daily de- 

voted to the frivolous tafk of modulating air into 

‘found ; I cannot help confidering fuch praife as merely 
deceptive, and that there would be more propriety in 
confining it to thofe whofe dependent fituations in- 

duce a neceffity for fo great a facrifice. In fhort, I 
am apt to object to that excellence which I hear thus 
applauded, and, with fentiments of the fame nature 
with which Alexander's danciag infpired Philip of Ma- 
cedon, to cry out, that the young gentleman or lady 
performs too well. ்‌ ie 

I acknowledge that the ancients entertained high _ 
notions of the beneficial effects of mufic on the human 4 
mind, nor do my fentiments widely differ from theirs; 
but it has been obferved by perfons better verfed in 
the art of mufic than I pretend to be, that thofe kinds 
of it, which are excellent as ‘pieces of art, feldom 
penetrate farther than the ear, and that though elegant 
in a high degree as pleafures of fenfe, they contribute 
to increafe imbecility; nor are they able to produce 
thofe lively emotions of the mind which are the genu- 
ine effects of mufic.. Thofe inftruments, which are 
faid to have produced wonderful effeéts on the paffions 
of the ancients, were fimple in a great degree, and 
therefore a comparatively moderate dexterity was fuf- 

ficient ’
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ficient to effect all the great purpofes of mufic. For 

this reafon I have an wondered, that in proportion | 

as our rage for becoming practitioners in the art in- 

creafes and grows more general, we fhould depart 

from that fimplicity which renders its attainment com- 

patible with all the ufeful avocations of life.. 

  

22020, 

You afk me; whether-I would advife a young man ~ 

to learn to play, and on what inftrument. The prac- 

tice of mufic is doubtlefs an innocent and delightful 
amufement, and becaufe it is delightful very im- 

proper for thofe who have no time to fpare. But, fay 

the advocates for mufic, it is a better relaxation and 

relief from ftudy than mere idlenefs. There are two 

anfwers to this plea: firft, ftudious men require in 

their relaxations air and exercife; mufic affords 

neither :—fecondly, it has often happened that this 

relief, which was at firft admitted as a handmaid to 

ftudy, became her miftrefs; nay the baggage has” 

fometimes been fo infolent as to turn her miftrefs 

out of doors. ்‌ ்‌ 

When I firft began to ferape on the violin, I was 
told by my mafter, that unlefs ] determined to prac- 
tife eight hours every day it was in vain to begin: yet 

people learn mufic for amufement—an _amufement 
that is conftantly to occupy a third part of the 

whole time. 
‘There is indeed no art hae requires more conftant 

labour, if you have the ambition to excel, ] mean as 4 

gentleman ‘performer; for you will never advance 
higher than a humble repieno in a good band. Now 

whether 
| க்‌
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| whether the profpect of arriving at this degree of ex- 

cellence deferve the facrifice of one- third of your time 

| admits of fome doubt. 

Inftruments on which principal pas are played in 7 

concerts, and which confequently require rapid execu- 

tion, muft be begun with at a very early age, and the . 

“practice continued with a degree of affiduity jufti- 

fiable only in a profefled mufician. But if you have a - 

tolerable ear, are fond of harmony, and with to be 

able to take a fimple part in a private concert, the: 

tenor-fiddle, the violoncello, or the baffoon, may be 

learned in a fhort time, and retained by a very mode- 

rate practice; but if your ambition foar no higher than 

a fcotch ballad, the german flute is your inftrument. 

I think the moft defirable mufical accomplifhment 

is the art of finging at ght; that is, the art of hitting 

or founding the notes with your voice as with an in- _ 

ftrument. Poffeffed of this art, with a proper com- 

prehenfion of time, you are, without being a profeffed 

finger, enabled to join in a catch or glee, which of all 
mufic is the moft generally pleafing. 

But this art is generally thought difficule to learn. I 

believe the difficulty originates in the abfurd method 
of teaching. If you have voice and ear {ufficiently 

true to run the oftave up and down both in the 
major and minor key *, you may by practifing all the 

different intervals learn to fing at -fight in lefs than a 
fortnight, provided you have previoufly a fufficient 

. knowledge of triple and common time and of the rela- 

* The chromatic feale, or running up the half notes, is alfo ex- 
tremely ufeful to பத the ear and the throat to all the different 
infleétiens of the voice. 2d. ௩ 

tive
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tive length of the. notes. and, refts; a knowledge fee 

may be acquired in an hour. = 

It was a very juft obfervation of my. acquaintance 

Dr. J———. that finging has this great advantage 

over inftruments; the learner may practife whenever he 

is alone, walking or riding, fo that there is no lofs of 

time; whilft one of the ftrongeft objections to the — 

practice of inftrumental mufic is, that it requires more 

time than a ftudious young man can 10816. 

XXXVI. 

If a young woman cannot partake of the amufe- 

ments of a ball-room, except at the expenfe of bene- 

volence, of friend{nip, of diffidence, of fincerity, of 
good humour, at the expenfe of fome chriftian difpo- 
fition, fome chriftian virtue, fhe has no bufinefs there. | 

The recreation to others is innocent, to her it ‘is 

a fin. 
3 

  

XXXVII. 

It is perhaps more defirable, that young ladies 

fhould play, fing, and dance, only fo well as to amufe 

themfelves and their friends, than to practife thefe arts 

in fo eminent a degree as to aftonifh the public; be- 

caufe a great apparent attention to trivial accomplifh- 

ments is liable to give a fufpicion that more valuable 

acquifitions have been neglected. And as they con- 

fift in an exhibition of the perfon; they are liable to be 

attended with vanity, and to extinguith the blufh of 

youthful timidity, which is in young ladies the molt 
powerful of their exterior charms. Such mafters: 

fhould be chofen to inftruct youre ladies in thefe 
accom-
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-aecomplifhments, as are not only well qualified to fing 

and play and dance themfelves, but alfo who can teach 

- with good temper and genteel behaviour 5 they fhould 

alfo recolleét, that vulgar manners, with the fharp 

geftures of anger. and its difagreeuble tones of voice, 

are unpardonable in thofe who profefs to teach grace- 

fal motion and melodious expreffions, and may affect 

the taite and temper of their pupils, fo as to be more _ 

injurious to their educations, than any thing which they 

are able to teach them can counterbalance, 

  

: XL. 

Is it compatible with propriety and decency, that 

the perfons of girls advancing towards maturity fhould 

be expofed to the wanton eye of a dancing-mafter? 

Are not the fafcinating tones of mufic as dangerous as. 

the graces of dancing in exciting the tender emotions ? 

‘Women only, therefore, fhould be permitted tO in- 

நாக்‌ the fex in thefe feductive arts. It ought to be 

their privilege to do fo in every other. 

  

XLT. 
Unluckily, while the age is become fo knowing and 

faftidious, that if a young lady does not play like a 
public performer no one thinks her worth attending ~ 

to, yet if the does fo excel fome of the fobereft of the 

admiring circle feel a {trong alloy to their pleafure on 

refleGting at what a vaft expenfe of time this perfec- 
tion muft probably have been acquired. 

Befides, the natural conftant reference to that public 
performance, for which they are feduloufly cultivating 
this talent, excites the fame paffions of envy, vanity, 

VOL, II. ny and *
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and competition in the dilettanti performers, as might — 

be fuppofed to flimulate’ profeffional candidates for . 
fame and profit at public games and theatrical exhibi- 
tions. Is this emulation, is this fpirit of rivalry the 

temper which prudent parents would with to excite 

and fofter ? Befides in any event the iffue is not fa- 

vourable: if the young performers are timid, they dif 

grace themfelves and diftrefs their friends ; if courage- 
ous, their boldnefs offends ftill more than their bad 
performance. Shall they then be ftudioufly brought 

into fituations, in which failure difcredits, and fuccefs 

difoutts ? 
The Hebrews, Egyptians, and Gio பன 

that they could more effectually teach their youth 

maxims of virtue by calling in the aid of mufic and 
poetry; thefe maxims, therefore, they put into verfes, 

and thefe again were fet to the moft popular and 
fimple tunes which the children fang; thus was their 
Jove of goodnefs excited by the very inftruments of 

their pleafure ; and the fenfes, the tafte, and the ima- 

gination, as it were, preffed into the fervice of religion 

and morals. Dare 1 appeal to chriftian parents, if 

thefe arts are commonly ufed by them as fubfidiary to 

religion, and to a fyftem of morals much more worthy 
of every ingenious aid and affociation which might 

tend to recommend them to the youthful mind? Dare 

I appeal to chriftian parents, whether mufic, which 

fills up no trifling portion of their daughters’ time, 

does not fill it without any moral or even fpecific ob- 

jeG? nay, whether fome of the. favourite fongs of 

polifhed focieties are not amatory, are not ‘anacreontic, 

more than quite become the modeft lips of innocent 

youth and delicate beauty ? 4 
Baby-
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_ by factitious amufements to rob ௦ 6 க்க 
the fimple jéys, the unbought delights which naturally 
belong to their blooming feafon, is like blotting out 
{pring from the year. While childhood preferves its 
natural fimplicity, every little change is interefting, 

every gratification a luxury; a ride or a walk will be 
a delightful amufement to a child in her natural ftate, 
but it will be dull and taftelefs to a fophifticated little 

creature, nurfed in thefe forced and coftly and vapid 

‘pleafures. Alas! that we fhould throw away this firft 

grand opportunity of working into a pradtical habit 

the moral of this important truth, that the chief fource 

of human difcontent is to be looked for not in our 

real but in our faétitious wants, not in the demands of 

nature but in the artificial cravings of defire. To be- 

hold lilliputian cgquettes projecting drefles, ftudying 

colours, afforting ribands and’ feathers, their little 

hearts beating with hopes about partners and fears 

about rivals, andito fee their frefh cheeks pale after 

the midnight fupper, their aching heads and unbraced 

nerves difqualifying the little langmd beings for the 

next day’s tafk, and to hear the grave apology, “ that 
it is Owing to: the wine, the croud, and the heated 

room of the laft midnight’s ball;” all this Ifay would 

really be as ludicrous, if the mifchief of the thing did 
not take off from the merriment of it, as any. of the 
ludicrous difproportions of the diverting travels ‘of 

captain Lemuel Gulliver *. 
Mufic 

* J am aware this paflage has been much objected to ; but my 
fentiments படர்‌. coincide with the auther’s, if thefe remarks are 

Y2 configed
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218111. ம்‌ 
Mufic is a very pleafine accomplithment for young 

Jadies whofe ftation in life allows thefh fufficient | 
leifure for fuch parfuits, but then it fhould not be cone 
fidered as a chief object of education (which is too 
much the cafe at the. prefent day), nor fhould it be © 
ever fuffered to encroach on that portion of time 
which ought to be devoted to the improvement of the 
mind, and more. particularly to the fulfilment of the 
various duties of life. It is certainly the height of 
abfardity for young ladies to learn mufic merely be-* 
caufe it is fafhionable, but when they fhow a decided 
tafte for it, and poffefs a good ear, it is perhaps de- 
firable thus to increafe the number of their innocent 
amufements ; and where the expenfe of a matter is 
confidered as an objection, any lady who underftands 
mufic may inftruét her daughters for fome years with 
the affiftance of Duffek’s or any othe? good book on 
fingering, even though fhe does not perform’ well her- 
1614. A few leffons from a fafhionable mafter will 
afterwards be fufficient to give them tafte and ex- 
preffion. 

I cannot judge of the utility of Madame de Genlis’ 
plan for teach'ng mufic, not having known any one 
who has adopted it; but it appears to me that if chil- 
dren were only taught to play with one hand at a time 

confined to children under twelve years of age. Nothing furely- 
ean be more abfu:d, though nothing is more common in the highet 
circles, than for parents to make fplendid and expenfive entertain- 
ments for little children, who are fitter for the nurfery than the 
ball-room, Ed. 

for
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from their firft besinning. \She is தட right i in 

_ faying the left hand cannot-gain fufficient -ftrength by 

playing the eafy baffes ufually given to young pupils. 

To obviate this difficulty might it not be defirable for 

them to play treble paffages with both hands at once ? 
Whole tunes may fometimes be praétifed in this man- 

ner, which would ftrengthen the left hand, and ac- 

cullom them to play paffages clearly, in which both 

hands move together. 

Before a young beginner attempts a frefh leffon, fhe 

fhould read the notes over till fhe can name them 

readily, and fhe may alfo be taught to beat the notes 

On a table and count the time. This would be lefs 

fatiguing to the ear both of the mafter and pupil, than 

to fet her down to a new tune with the threefold dif- 

ficulty of reading the notes, {triking the keys, and at- 
tending to the time. 

In order to perfect her in time, &c. when fhe 

has made fome proficiency I would recommend her 

occafionally writing down tunes by the ear, which 
might afterwards be corrected from a printed copy. 

It is more ufeful for young people to play at fight, 
than to execute dificult pieces of mufic, which require 

fome weeks to learn perfeét, and after all rather 

aftonith than pleafe. To acquire a habit of reading 

‘mufic with facility they fhould never pafs a day with- 

out playing a new paffase, were it only two lines at a 

time. When they can perform colerably well, and 

have fome idea of playing at fight, the moft difficult 

. ட ்‌ நித
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paflages in a new fonata may be copied ‘out and’ 

practifed: feparately, that they: may enjoy the pleafure 

being continually ftopped, 
Mufic being rather a dry fhudy for children, per- 

haps they ought not to begin it under ten years old, 

: unlefs deh ened for the profeffion. 

~ of playing the leffon through the firft time without | 

~ Tt is very ‘agreeable for young people who are ea : 
of finging and have good voices, to be able to fing ° 
at fight. For this purpofe they:fhould be taught fol- | 
faing : but befides making ufe of the fyllables a, 72 

mi, fa, &c, they fhould fometimes be required to. 

name the intervals, and fing, 1, 2,.3, 4, &c. fo that 

the mafter may be certain they affix the right idea to 

each fyllable. Thofe who fing at fight are partly 

guided by obferving the fpace between one note and 
another, without confidering their relation to the tonic: 

or key note. . To prevent this I would recommend, 

that the pupils fhould fing from fongs written in the 

manner reprefented in the annexed plate. Here it 

will be obferved:that the intervals are only expreffed 

by figures; the key-note, marked 1, being always 
placed on one of the. lines, ‘the notes. (or ‘rather 

figures) of the octave above the middle key-mote 
in the upper {pace, and thofe of the o¢tave below in 
the lower {pace. The fmall notes above the lines 
point out the time. It would be excellent practice 
for pupils to write out fongs in this manner before * 
they begin ‘to learn them: they Mould then endea-— 
vour to fing-at fisht from thefe figures without the 
mufical notes, and practife them in all the common 
keys; for it does not fignify which is the key-note, pro- 

vided
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vided the intervals be preferved, By ட writ- 

ing out fongs in this manner young people would foon — 

become familiar with all the different intervals, which 

would alfo greatly facilitate their learning thorough 
bafs, as the intervals in folfaing are always reckoned 
from the loweft found or key-note counting 3, upwards, 

as in thorough bafs*. 

In folfaing, the ட are reckoned from the 

tonic or key-note of the major key, of which the flats 

or fharps are marked at the beginning of the tune; and 

no difference whatever is made when the key is minor, 
The flats or fharps of a minor key are the fame as thofe 

of the major key of the minor or flat third above 

(or major relative), fo that /a is always the key-note 

of every minor key. The pupil fhould be told, that 
when a fharp is added to the fifth of a major key 

he may conclude the fong is compofed in the minor 

key, or at leaft that that part where the additional 
fharp is introduced is in the ‘minor, becaufe the 
fifth note of the major key is the feventh of the minor, 

which is always marked fharp in a minor key af 
No. 2, isa catch in the minor key, but 

figured the fame as if it were major. 

Belides Webb's L’ Amico del Principiante and other 
works on folfaing, the Peal of Hight Bells affords ex- 
cellent practice for finging at fight, becaufe the ear 

cending.   

* Tam perfeGily aware, that this method of writiag fongs with 
figures will not entirely anfwer the purpofe of the folfaing fyllables, 
finge it is imposible to mark aay change of key in the middle of a 
tune. “But this is perhaps of little confequence; this plan being 
principally intended for young beginners who are feldom capable 
of changing the folfa fyliables On every change of key even in the 

ufual mode of learning to fing at fight, 

3 roe . is
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is not led away by the melody. It is unneceffary to 
remark, that pupils fhould never practife folfaing with- 
out an inftrament; but when they can fing airs, they 

fhould accuftom themfelves to fing without that help; 

for catches and glees being generally moft pleafing 

without accompaniments. . 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

og ravelling. 

ர்‌, 
Bzsipes the exercifes at home there is another op- 

portunity of gaining experience to be won from plea- | 

fure itfelf abroad, In thofe vernal feafons of the year, 

when the air is. calm and pleafant, it were an injury 

and fullennefs againft Nature not to go out and {ee her 

“riches and partake in her rejoicing with heaven and 

earth. I fhould not therefore be a perfuader to youth 

of ftudying much then, after two or three years that 

they have well laid their grounds, but to ride out in 

companies with prudent and ftaid guides to all the 

quarters of the land, learning and obferving all. places 

of flrength, all commodities of building and of foil 

for towns and tillage, harbours and ports for trade; 

fometimes taking fea as far as our navy, to learn alfo 

what they can in the practical knowledge of failing 

and fea-fighting. Thefe ways would try all their pe- 

culiar gifts of nature, and, if there were any. fecret 

excellence among them, would fetch it out and ‘give it 

்‌ 00
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fiir opportunities to advance itfeif by; which could 

not but mightily redound to the good of this nation, 
and bring into fathion again thofe old admired virtues 

and.,excellencies with far more advantage now in this 

purity of chriftian knowledge. Nor fhall we then 

need the monfieurs of Paris to take our hopefu’ youth 

into their flight and prodigal cuftodies, and fend them 

over back again பத்தர்‌ into mimics, apes, and 

kickfhaws. But if they Maefite to fee other countries 

at three or four-and-twenty years of age, not to learn 

principles, but to. enlarge experience and make wile 

obfervation, they will by that time be fuch as fhall de- 
ferve the regard and@honour of all men where they 
pafs, and the fociety and friendthip of thofe in: all 

places who are beft and moft eminent, and perhaps 

then other nations will be glad to vifit us for their 

breeding, or elfe to imitate us in their own country. 

  

IV 

Travelling has certaintly great advantages, but the 

time ufually chofen to fend young men abroad is, I 

think, of all other that which renders them leaft capa- 

ble of reaping thofe advantages which are propofed, 

viz. languages, and an improvement in wiflom and 

prudence, by fecing men and ‘converfing with people 

of tempers, cuftoms, and ways of living different from 

one another, Burt from fixteen to one-and twentv, 
which is the ordinary time for travelling, men are of 

all their. lives the leaft fuited to thefe improvements. 
The firft feafon to get foreign languages and form the 
tongue to their true accents, I fhould think, fhould be 

fom feven to fourteen or fixteen; and then too a-tutor 

with
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~ with them is ufefol and neceflary, who may with thofe 
languages teach them other things.» But to put.them 
out of their parents view at a -great diftance under a 
governor, when they think themfelves to be too much 
of men to be governed by others and: yet have not 
prudence and experience enough to govern them- 
felves, what is it but to expofe them to all the greateft 
dangers of their whole life shen they have the leaft 
fence and guard againft hele -Till that boiling boif- 
trous part of life comes in, it may be hoped the tutor 
may have fome authority. Neither the flubbornnefs of 
age nor the temptation or examples of others can 
take him from his tutor’s condu€@ till fifteen or Gixteen. 
But thes, when he begins to confort himéfelf with men 

and thinks himfelf one, what can be hoped even from 
the moft careful and difcreet governor, when neither he 
has power to compel, nor his ae a difpofition to be 
perfuaded. 

_ The time, therefore, I ould think tke fitteft for a 
» young gentleman to be fent abroad, would be either 

when he is about eight or ten years old and under the 
eare of his tutor, or after he is of age to govern him- 
felf and make obfervations of what he finds in other 
countries worthy his notice, and that might be of ufe 
to him after his return; and when too, being thoroughly 
acquainted with the laws and fathions, the natural and 

' moral advantages and defectsof bis own country, he 
has fomething to exchange with thofe abroad, from 
whofe converfation he hoped to reap any knowledge. 

   

i 
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There are three countries of which it may be an 

advantage to a gentleman of fortune to fee a little, I 

mean Holland, France, and Italy. The firft with a 

view to commerce and police; the fecond to the ele- 
gance of life, and the laft to curiofities in art, ancient ' 
and médern. There is a pedantry in travel as well as 
other accomplifhments. ‘And where there is not a 

dire&t view to real improvement, a great deal of time 
and money may be very foolifhly fpent in rambling 
over the world and ftaring at ftrange fights. In order 

to reap benefit from’ travel it is abfolutely neceffary 

that a gentleman know well his own country before he 

fets out, that nothing he may meet with may be 

ftrange to him but what is peculiar to the place he 

travels through, by which means he may fave himfelf 

a great deal of otherwife loft labour. This’ will alfo 
enable him to determine immediately in what particu- 

lars oyr sown country has the advantage of foreiga 
parts and the contrary. It will alfo be neceffary that 
he make himfelf mafter, before he {ets out, of as much 

of the knowledge of foreign countries and what may 

be worthy of his attention in them, as can be had in 

books or converfation with thofe who have travelled, 

by which means he will ga properly prepared to every 
place and every object. 

The principal objects of inquiry of a traveller are” 

evidently. the chara€lers and manners -of ‘different na- 

tions, their arts of government, connexions, and in- 

terefts, the advantages or difadvantages of different 
countries as to adminiftration, police, commerce, and 

the
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the reft, with the flate of literature and the arts, and 
the remains of antiquity. An account of what one has 
obferved in each different country, with the remarks 
which occurred upon the spre ought to be conan 

kept. ்‌ 
Nothing fets forth to view more ae the 

difference between a young man of fenfe and a fool 
than travel. The firft returns from foreign parts im- 
proved in eafinels of behaviour, in miodefty, in free- 
dom of fentiment, and readinefs to make allowances 
to thofe who differ from him, and in ufeful knowledge 
of men and manners. The other brings back with 
him a laced coat, a fpoiled conftitution, a gibberith of 
broken French and Italian, and an awkward imitation 

- of foreign geftures. 

XI. 
To derive any advantage from travelling it is not 

fufficient to pafs through different countries; we 
ought to know how to travel; we ought to make a 
proper ufe of our eyes and turn them toward the 
mott important objeéts. Many gain lef information 
from travelling than from books: being ignorant of 
the art of thinking, their underftanding is at leaft di- 

rected by the author when they read, whereas in tra- 
velling for want of a guide they can difcern nothing. 

Others do not improve becaufe they do not take pains 
to acquire information. ‘They are purfuing fuch dif 
ferent objects, that this never enters into their 
thoughts; and it is a great chance if they ever fee 
what they do not care whether they fee or not. 
There is a great difference between travelling to. 

Pen ட
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fee 2 country and travelling to fee the inhabitants, 
With virtuofos the former is always the chief ௦01267 
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wifhes to be a philofopher mutt follow the very oppo- 
fite plan. A childsobferves objeéts till he is able to 
obferve men: a man ought to begin with ftudying his 
fellow-creatures, and then he may inquire into other 
things if he has leifure. . 

It is therefore a falfe ‘conclufion to fuppofe that 
travelling is ufelefs, becaufe men do not in general 
travel with advantage. On the other hand if the utility 
of travelling be granted, dees it follow that it is deGir- 
able for every individual? By no means; travelling. is 
perhaps fuited to but very few people. No man. 
fhould travel who does not poffefs fufficient frmnefs of 
mind and fteadinefs of chara¢ter to hear bad pias — 

“eiples without being corrupted, and to fee bad ex- 
amples without copying them. : 

Travelling confirms the natural bent of the mind, 
and will either make a man good or bad. For when 
a man returns from his travels, his charaGter i 1s _gene- 

rally fixed for life; and there are more men come 
home bad than good, becaufe the majority were in- 
clined to evil before they fet off. Young men who 
are badly brought up contra&t during their travels all 
the vices of thofe with whom they mix, without ac- 

’ quiring one of the virtues to which thefe vices are 
allied. -But thofe who have really received a good 
education, whofe good difpofitions have been well cul- 
tivated, and who travel with a fincere, defire to im- 
prove theméfelves, return home better and wifer than 
they were before, : 

| Whatever
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Whatever is done with defign fhould be done: es 
rule. ‘Travelling, confidered as a part of education, 

fhould be conducted ‘according to fome fixed plan. 

To travel for travelling fake is only to wander about 

like a vagabond. To travel for improvement is even 
too vague an object ; for mere improvement without 

having fome particular object in view amounts to 
nothing. I would give a young man fome ftrong 

motive for improving himfelf, and this motive if 

well chofen will determine the nature of his fludies, 

One caufe which renders travelling fo ufelefS to the 

majority of the world is the manner in which it is 

conducted. Tutors generally think more of their own 

amufement than of the improvement of their pupils. 

They take them from city to city, from palace to pa- 

lace, from affembly to affembly; or if they happen to 

be learned themfelves, confume their time in running 
from one library to another, in vifiting antiquities, ‘in 

fearching after old monuments, and in copying old 

in{criptions. In each country they occupy themfelves 

about another age, which is the fame thing as to ins | 

tereft themfelves about another country, and after 

having been at a great expenfe to make the tour of 

Europe, after having been ruined by diffipation or 

tormented by ezuui, they return home without having 

feen any thing truly interefting, and without having 

gained any ufeful knowledge. 

All great cities are nearly alike, for there the peo- 

ple of different nations affociate together till their 

manners are confounded. ft is only at a confiderable 
diftance from the capital, that the national character 

can be difcovered in its true colours. The beft me- 
thod



Travelling. ae 

- thod then of ftudying a people is to quit their great 

cities and obferve them in the diftant provinces. Nor 

is ic of any ufe to fee the apparent forms of govern- 

ment, with all the parade and different coftumes of the 
kings or chief magiftrates, or to liften to the jargon of 

their minifters, if you do not alfo attend to the effects 

they produce on the people and on the different de- 
partments of the adminiftration. 

By a young man’s fpending but a fhort time in 

great cities, of which the morals are generally very 

bad, he will be lefs expofed to be corrupted and de- 
“praved; while among the inhabitants of the provinces, 

whofe manners are more innocent and their focieties 

lefs numerous, he will preferve a founder judg- 

ment, a jufter tafte, and. more amiable manners. . But 

my pupil is not likely to be corrupted; the ftrong at- 
tachment he formed to an amiable woman before 

he fet off on his travels will be a greater protection to 
him, than any precautions I could give him. | 

  

XVI. 

I am very well pleafed to find that you inform your-__ 

felf of the particulars of the feveral places you go 

through. You do mighty right to fee the curiofities 

an thofe feveral places,’ fuch as the golden bull at 

Frankfort, &c. Gther travellers fee them and talk of 

them, it is very proper to fee them too; but remember 

that fee is the leaft material object of travelling ; 
bearing and knowing are the effential points. There- 
fore let your inquiries be chiefly directed to the know- 
ledge of the con{titution and particular cuftoms of the 

6 places
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18065 ஏற்கக்‌ you cither refide at or. pafs through, 

whom they belong to, by what right and tenure, and 

fince when; in whom the fupreme authority is lodged; 

and by what magittrates, and in what manner, the 

civil and the criminal juttice is admioiftered. 

It is likewife neceflary to get as much acquaintance 

as you can, in ordersto oblerve the characters and 

manners of the people; for though human nature is 

in truth the fame through the whole human fpecies, 

yet it is fo differently modified and varied | by educa- 

tion, habit, and different cuftoms, that one fhould 

upon’ flight and fuperficial obfervation almoft think 

it different. 

I would advife you always to get the fhortett de- 

fcription or hiftory of every: place where you make 

any ftay; and fuch a book however imperfect will 

fuggeft to you matter for inquiry; upon which you 

may get better information from the people of the 

place. 

Few people fee what they fee, or hear what they 

hear, but I would have. you fee what you fee 

thoroughly, For example, if you go to des Invalides, 

do not content yourfelf with feeing the building, the © 

hall where three or four hundred cripples dine, and 

the galleries where they lie ; but inform yourfelf of their 

number, the conditions of their admiffion, their al- 

Jowance, the value and nature of the fund by which 

the whole is fupported. The latter I call Jeeing, the 

former is only ftaring. Many people take the oppot- 
_ tunity of les vacances to go and fee the empty rooms, 

where the {everal chambers of the parliament did fit; . 

which rooms are exceedingly like all other large 
rooms 5
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rooms; selon you. go there let it be when they are full; 
fee and hear what is doine in them; learn their refpec- 

tive conftitutions, jurifdictions, objects, and methods 

of proceeding ; hear fome caufes tried in h every one a : 

ள்‌. the different a 

  

‘The queftion cannot be about the utility of travel, 
in general to form the man, the gentleman, or the 
erizen. All that can be admitted into difcuffion’ is 

the time and other circumftances of it. Now if we 

confider, at what time a young perfon is likely to re- 

ceive the moft benefit and the leaft injury from foreign 

travel, it appears to me that we can hardly fix the time 
for it too late before our traveller be called into public 

life himfelf and no man, fhould have any voice in 
public affairs till he is thirty. 

At about twenty-five or twenty-fix a man will have 
acquired a fufficient acquaintance with the principles 
of liberal {cience 1 in general, and with the conftitution 
of his own country in particular, by means of which _ 
he will know to what objects to turn his attention, 

“and fo will be able to fee and learn much in a little 
time. 

Befides, what is of more confequence ftill, his ge= 
neral character and habits will bé in fome meafure 
fixed, fo that he will not be fo liable to be ftruck with 
firft appearances, nor will his morals be fo eafily cor- 
rupted, as if he had travelled ata more early period. 
What can be expected ym foreign travel, when a. 
man knows nothing at-the-time he {ets out, when’ he 
has no’ fixed principléof religion, and no habits of 

VOL. II. 

    
    

virtue 
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“ -vircue formed? He mutt necefiarily return a mere 

coxcomb and an infidel of the moft profligate kind. 
‘There has been a difference of opinion with refpeét 

to the countries which a traveller thould vifit. Now. 
if I meant to form a philofopher, he fhould ftudy. 
chiefly among the uncivilized parts of mankind, where 

he would have an opportunity of feeing more of na- 

ture; but the citizen and 1180610030 fhould {pend the. 

- greateft part of his time in the civilized parts of. - 

Europe; and after feeing Holland, Germany, France, 

and Italy, he fhould, if it were equally பல்‌ and expe- 

ditious, fee China alfo. 

CHAPTER ° xxv. 

... இர்‌, 

17. 
In your clothes avoid too much gaudy; do not 

value yourfelf upon an embroidered gown; and remem- 

ber that a rea/onable word or an obliging look will gain 
you more refpect than all your fine trappings. This is 
not faid to-reftrain you from a decent compliance with 

the world, provided you take the wifer and not the 
foolifher part of your fex for your pattern. Some 

diftinéfions are to be allowed whilft they are well-fuited 

, to your quality and fortune; and in the diflribution of 
the expenfe, it feemeth to me that a ful/ attendance and 

“well. chofen ornaments for your, houfe will make you 4 
better figure than too ரவர்‌ shiering in what you. weal, 

trek ie ர! which 
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which may with more eafe be imitated by thofe that 
are below you. Yet this muft not tempt you to. 
ftarve every thing but your own apartments, Or in 

order to more abundance there give juft caufe to the 

jeaft fervant you have, to complain of the want of what 

is necefflary. Above all fix it in your thoughts as an 

unchangeable maxim, that nothing is truly fine but what. 

15 Frt, and that juft fo much as is proper for your cir= 

coumpiances, of their feveral kinds, is much finer than : 

all you can add to it. When you once break through — 
thefe bounds you Jaunch into a wide fea of extrava- 
gance. Every thing will become neceflary becaufe 
you have a mind to it; and you have a mind to it, 
not becaufe it is fir for you, but becaufe fomebody elfe 
bath it. ; 

  

1. 

Teach your daughters not to hazard their own fouls 
and thofe of others by their foolith vanity. Infpire 
them with an aveffion for naked bofoms and all im- 

_modefty in drefs; for though they may adopt thefe 
fafhions without any bad intentions, yet their comply- 
ing with them at all fhows too great love of admira- 
tion. Can vanity juftify before God or man a con- 

~ du& fo feandalous, fo indelicate, and fo prejudicial to 
others? When women endeavour to pleafe by thefe. 
means, do they not wifh to excite the paffions of the 
other fex, and after fuch behaviour can they expect to 

. be able to check the impertinence and freedom of the 
men? Should they not take the confequences to them- 
161765, and are not the paffions generally ungovern- 
able when once awakened? Thus they prepare a {ub- 

ச. டே
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tile and mortal poifon,which they adminitter indiferimi- 

nately to every fpectator, and yet ey, themiclves free 

from guilt. es 

Enforee your advice by. parting out the dials 

between thofe women whofe modefty has made them 

refpettable, and thofe whofe immodefty has caufed 
their ruin. Above all, do nor permit your daughters 

to drefs above their ftation : tell therm to what dangers 
it will expofe them, and how much it.wili make them — 

" defpifed by all refpectable and fenfible people. 

  

2. 

_ There is a certain drefs fuitable to every flation, 

which to neglect would be finking into meannefs, and 
be a difrefpe&t to thofe we live among: that then 
fhould be regarded, and that alone; for all above 

fhould be made indifferent to us. Happinefs is in the 
mind, and to improve the mind is the way to reach 

it. Happinef&S does not confift in enlar ging our pol: 

feffions, but in contracting our. “defires, Nothing 

therefore can be more dangerous i in the education of . 

children than’the cherifhing in them a paflion far drefs, 
efpecially the raifing them above their abilities. — 

It is a general obfervation, that ordinary people 
drefs their children finer than people of fafhion; but 
parents are not aware how deftruétive this falfe pride, 

this vain miftaken fondnefs is to their children; and - 
. the firft effeG: it has on them is to make them afhamed — 
of their parents, thofe very people who. thus. ‘miflead 
them. Can people who take thefe fteps wonder theif 
children are not good, wonder they are proud, ய்‌ 

( eee : oe ‘and
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and ரன்‌ when | they themfelves ‘have made 

them fo? 

  

28111. 

I freely acknowledge that-I love to fee 4 woman 
genteelly habited, if her fituatién admit of it; but 

{plendowr without gentility, as well in this as in every 
other article where ornament is Cconcernéd, will ever 

feem poor and infipid to all but untaught and vulgar 

{pirits 5 whereas on the other fide it is certain, that the 

latter may very well fubfift without the former; nor 
is its effect ever felt more ftrongly or more happily, 

than when it receives no affiftance from the other, but 

refults folely from our perceptions of elegant fimplicity; 
an object which appears to me defervine of more 
attention than is commonly paid it, 

In the article of drefs young women fhould let their 
"judgment be feen by joining frugality and fimplicity 
together, in being never fond of finery, in carefully 
‘diltinguifhing between what is glaring and what is 
genteel, tn prefetving elegance with the piaineft habit, 
in wearing coftly array but feldom, and always with 
eafe; a point that may be attained by her, who has. 
learned not to think more highly of herfelf for the 
richeft raiment fhe can put on, Be affured it is thus 
you will captivate moft and pleafe longeft. ‘By pur- 
fuing this plan you will preferve an equality in that 
great indifpenfable article of neatnefs. You will be 

~ clean, and you will be eafy; nor will you be in danger. 
of appearing butterflies one day and flatterns the next: 
You will be always ready to receive your friends with- 
out feeming to be caught or being at all difconcerted 

Z 3 
% 

on



ஜ்‌... pee 

on account of your drefs. How feldom is that the 
cafe amongft the flatterers of the age! I with we 

could fay amongft them only. For young ladies of 
more fobriety to be found fo often flovenly, I might 

have faid downright {qualid and nafty, when no viliters 
are expected, is moft particularly fhameful. 

_ Were a young woman now-adays, from a peculiar 

~ fenfe of the facrednefs and refinement of female virtue, 

to appear with any very fingular feverity in her drefs, 

~ fhe would hardly, I fear, efcape the charge of affecta- 

tion; a charge which every prudent woman will avoid 

as much as poffible. 
* But let the licence of the age be what it will, I 

muft needs think that, according to every rule of duty 

and decorum, there ought ever to be a manifelt dif 
ference between the attire of a virtuous woman and 

that of one who has renounced every title to. that ho- 

nourable name. It were indelicate, it is unneceffary 

to explain this difference. In fome refpetts it is fuffi- 
- ciently difcerned by the eye of the public, though As 

_ am forry to fay not fufficiently attended: to by the ge- 

~ nerality of women themfelves. If in other refpects it 

be not feen or do not ftrike, the caufe I apprehend 

miuft be that declenfion from the ftri€tnefs of morals, 
which was hinted at a moment before; a declenfion 

that would have fhocked pagans themfelves in the 

pureft ftate of ancient manners, when proftitutes were 

compelled to wear a particular garb, by which they 

were diftinguifhed from women of virtue. 

In



  

     

In your drefs, as in all other’ things, I with you to 
aim at propriety and neatnefs; or if your ftate de- 
mands it, elegance, rather than fuperfluous figure. To 
go beyond your {phere, either in drefs or in appearance 
of your table, indicates a greater fault in your cha- 
racter than to be too much within ir. 

  

XV. 
Women fhould not confine their attention to drefs 

to their public appearance. They fhould accuftom 
themfelves to an habitual neatnefs, fo that in the moft 
carelefs undrefs, in their moft unguarded hours, they 
may have no reafon to be afhamed of their appear- 
ance. ‘They will not eafily believe how much men 
confider their drefs-as expreffive of their characters : 
vanity, levity, flovenlinefs, folly, appear through it. An 
elegant fimplicity is an equal proof of tafte and 

delicacy. ; 

  

. XVI. 
Drefs is a very foolifh thing, and yet it is a very 

foolifa thing for a man not to be well-drefied accord- 
ing to his rank and way of life: the difference in dref 
between a man of fenfe and a fop is, that a fop values 
himfelf upon his drefs, and the man of fenfe laughs at 
it, at the fame time that he knows he muft nor © ; 
neglect it. We fhould not attempt to rival or to ex- 
cel a fop in drefs, but it'is neceffary to drefs to avoid: 
fingularity and ridicule. Great care fhould be taken ~ 
to be always drefled like the reafonable people of our 
age in the place where we are, whofe drefs is never 

Z4 {poken
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fpoken of one way or another as neither too ) negligent 
or too much ftudied, 

Drefs, infignificant as fome people may think . it, is 
‘an object worthy of fome attention; for we cannot help 

_ forming fome opinion of a man’ ’s fenfe and character 
~ from his drefsy All affeCtation in drefs implies a flaw - 

inthe underftanding. Men-of fenfe. carefully avoid 
any particular character in their drefs ; ; they are accu- 
rately clean for their own fake, but all the ret is for 
the fake of other people. Of the two, a young fellow. 
thould be rather too much than too little dreffed ; the 
-excefs of that fide will wear off with a little age and 
reflection ; but if he is negligent at twenty years of 
age, he will be a floven at forty and ftink at fifty. 
.When we are once well-drefled for the day, we 

fhould think no more of, it afterwards, and we fhould 
avoid ftiffnefs, but fhould appear as eafy and natural as 
if we had no clothes ¢ On, 

Xx. 
-- The perfeétion ‘of drefs is to be eafy and clean. 
ண்ட can be more ridiculous than for any one to 

make himfelf a flave to fine clothes. Such a one, and 
many fuch: there are, would rather remain as fixed as a 
ftatue from morning till night, than difcompofe a fingle 
hair, or alter-the pofition of a pin. Were we to re- 
commend any particular pattern for drefs, it would be 
that which is worn by” the people called Quakers. 

5 They are always neat, clean, and often elegant, with- 
“out any thing fuperfluous. What others lay out 
upon tawdry laces, ruffles, and ribands, they beftow 
upon /upericur cleanline/s. Finery is only the affecta- 

tion
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tion.of dee; and very often covers. a great deal of 
dirt. pone 

  

XXIV. 

Drefs may be fimple, elegant, and becoming with- 

out being expenfive, and ridiculous. fafhions’ difre= 

garded, while fingularity is avoided. The beauty of 
drefs (I fhall raife aftonifhment by faying fo) is its 
not being confpicuous one way or the other; when it 
neither diftorts or hides the human form by unnatural: 
protuberances. If ornaments are much ftudied, a con- 
{cioufnefs of being well-drefied will appear in the 
face, and furely this mean Pa does not give much 
fublimity. to it. 

“Simplicity of drefs and unaffected manners ¢ fhould 
go together. “They demand refpe&t, and will be ad- 
mired by people. of tafte, even when Jove i is out of the 
queftion. 

  

XXVI. 
ae ஷன்‌ drefs is in itfelf no effential- arin, SR 

are sinduced to judge more of the real character and. 
difpofition from it tham is generally imagined. We 
fancy it is in its different modifications a mark of sood _ 
fenfe, delicacy, and difcretion, or the very oppofite de- 
fects. Every fenfible woman therefore thould ftudy it 
fo far as not to fubjec& herfelf to பக்கப்‌ con- - 
1170611075. 

  

XXVIIL 
Whatever time is taken up in drefs beyond what is 

neceflary to decency and cleanlinefs, may be looked 
upon,
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upon, to fay no worfe, aS a vacuum in life entirely 

Jott. By decency, I mean fuch a habit as is fuitable- 

to your rank and. fortune. All ill-placed finery incon- 

fiftent with either is not ornamental but ridiculous. 

A compliance with fafhion fo far as to avoid fingularity 

is neceflary, but to run into the extreme of fafhion, — 

more: efpecially thofe which are. inconvenient, is a 

certain proof of a weak mind. 

Have a better opinion of yourfelf, than to fuppofe 
_you can receive any additional merit from the adven- 

titious ornaments of drefs. Let as fmall a portion of 

time as poffible be taken up in dreffing. Be always 

perfectly clean and neat, both in your perfon and 

clothes, equally fo when alone as in company. 

    

XXX. 

Ina fyftem of education which aims at bringing 
the human mind to fuch a height of ‘perfetion, as thall 

induce the praétice of the beft morals, the fubject of . 
drefs cannot pafs unnoticed: to be too ftri@ in this 

‘matter would be giving birth to fingularity, and fingu- 

larity is not the offspring of judgment; or it would 
give difguft to the young mind, and incline it to regard 

the ‘paths of folly’as more pleafant than the paths of 
wifdom. For thefe reafons |-would confine my ad- 

monitions on this article to the avoiding the extremes 

of fafhion, which always fhows little tafte and lefs 
judgment : and alfo to avoiding great expenfe of time 

or money, which indicates a mind vain, trifling, and | 

oftentatious. 

vies 

‘Young
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- Youngs men on’ har ஜா arsine into life are gene- | 

rally g soverned fo abfolutely by that fool Fafhion, as to- 

tally to forget that they are rational creatures, and to: 

be ready to facrifice every idea of propriety and even 

conveniency to the ridiculous whim of the day. How- 

ever I would not have a young gentleman too {crupu- 
loufly attentive to the rationality of his drefs. _Some-~ 

thing muft be facrificed to fafhion. Fut a young man 

of found intelle&ts will not, in compliance ‘with the 

whim even ofa prince, run into extremes that are pal- 
pably abfurd. I would not have my fon a floven; 

tora negligence of drefs is an affront to fociety; it 
cates either an ignorance or contempt of the 

world. But an abfolute fop isa creature almoft below 

contempt. Drefs, in the eye of philofophy, is an in-, 
confiderable objeét ; but it is an object of no {mall 

influence on the opinion of mankind. The opinion 

of the world is of great confequence to a young man= 

on {trangers propriety or impropriety of drefs makes ' 
the firft impreffion: Firft impreffions are not eafily 

obliterated. Dreis, therefore, however infienificant in 

the abftraét, becomes an, object of importance to ° 

every member of fociety, particularly to a young man. 

on his firft appearance in the great world. 

    

{ 

XXXVII. 
Young ladies fhould be inftructed to fhow attention 

to their drefs, as it gives an idea of cleanlinefs of their 
-perfons, which has fo great a charm, that, it May be 

ல. amoneft the inferiour virtues. றி or this pure 

pole
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pofé an elegant fimplicity of dre{s is to be recom- 

mended in preference to that fuperabundance of orna- 

ment, where the lady herfelf is the leait ‘part f* her. 

‘The form of drefé muft neverthelef perpetually vary 

with the fathion of the time's but a perfon of tafte may 

jeflen thofe parts of a fafhionable drefs which oppoft 

beauty of grace, and bring forward, thofe which are 

more coincident with them, {fo as to wear a drefs ih 

fafhion and yet not devoid of tafte. 

~ Where the appearance of ufeé in drefs can be given 

"to ornaments, it fags oefts an excufe for wearing them, 

and is therefore to be preferred; as diamond pins, s 

ftrings “of pearl, ‘and a comb of fhell to reftrain thé 

exuberant hair; or knots of ribands to fix the flipper 

on the foot, to contract the fleeve round the arm, to 

unite the velt upon the bofom, or ‘to attach the cap. 

over the forehead. And when thefe are Gniilar in 

‘colour it gives an air of fimplicity which muft always 

pleat. 

. Other: ornaments which bear no analogy to ufe in 

deeamtsonld be fparinely worn, left they give an idea 

that they:were défigned to difplay the pride of the 

‘pofleffor rather than to decorate her perfon. » Thefe 

are fometimes fo ill placed as to make deformities 

confpicueus, as a number of rings on fingers diftorted 

with the gout, or fplendid buckles on turned-in feet. , 

Paint and perfumes are totally inadmiffible in the _ 

drefs of young ladies, as they give a fufpicion of na-- 

tural defe&s in refpect to colour of the {kin and odour 

of the breath... Ornaments of every kind are ufelefs 

or injurious to youthful beauty ; they add no power to 

the charm, but rather difeachane the beholder by: ab- 

ftr aéting
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fading his attention, which. etc with undiminified 

rapture on. beauty. arrayed by fimplicity and animated 

without affectation. ர்க 

Fhe attention to tafte in drefs may ண்ண்ப்‌ be 

carried into an extreme; it fhould not feem to be the. 

mott important part of the education of a young lady, 

or the principal object of her care; fhe fhould rather 
appear to follow than to lead the falbion, according: to 
the lines of Mr. Pope— 

- Be ee the firft.on ch the new are tried, 

Nor yet the laft to lay the old afide. 

  

பொரா. ்‌ 

_ While we ridicule thofe’ whofe thoughts appear to: 

be entirely eneroffed by thé ftudy of their drefs, per- 

- haps the oppofite extreme is by no means free from 

cenfure; nor fhould the fubject of drefs be wholly over- 
looked in education. 

When I hear people of fenfe and refinement pre- 

tend to defpife drefS as beneath their notice, [am 
fometimes almoft tempted to fufpedt them of affecta- 
tion or infincerity, fince it may be naturally imagined 

that the fame difcriminating tafte which leads them to 

admire the chefs d’ouvres of the fine arts, and to feleét 

the moft beautiful and appropriate ornaments for the 

-embellifhment of their ‘houfes and grounds, would 

make them defircus that the living ornaments Of their 

drawing-rooms fhould be equally graced by elegance, 

' neatnefs, and confiftency, without which. no object - 

either animate or inanimate can be perfectly pleafing 

to the man of ‘true tafte. 

Indeed
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| Indeed we are all of us more or lefs influenced in 

our opinions of ftrangers by their outward appear- 

ance; and as drefs is generally confidered as the index 

of the mind, parents fhould guard their children from 
the errours and miftakes many. young perfons fall into 

in this refpetty. owing to their never having been 

taught to dtefs with tafte and judgment. Perhaps a 

doll may be of great ufe for this purpofe, as a prudent 
mother may imperceptibly lead her daughter to prefer. 

neatnefs and elegance in the choice of ornaments in. 

dreffing her doll to finery and fhow. This will not be 
fo likely to increafe her vanity, as if this kind of in- 

ftruction were exprefsly ee to the eure 

- of her own perfon. - 

Parents fhould if poffible permit their for and 

daughters to drefs in the fame ftyle as the young peo- 

ple with whom they commonly affociate ; for otherwife 
they will probably be laughed at and quizzed by their 

companions, which may make them feel an undue in- 

feriority, infpire them with envy, and {poil their 61 

_ pofitions.. I do not mean to fay, that their clothes 

fhould be equally expenfive, but that their general ap- 

pearance fhould be the fame. Indeed I believe the 
pains taken by fome parents to infpire their children 
with. a contempt for drefs are not only very ulelefs, 
but frequently produce a contrary effect by. inducing 
‘them to run into the other extreme when they have, 

the management of it themf{elves.. When young peo- 
ple are grown up, it. may be very defirable to en- 

courage them to drefs rather lefs expenfively than 
their companions, that they may endeavour by their 
example to check as much as poffible the prefent 

cee
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fathionable extravagance in this and every other 

{pecies of luxury. - 

Boys fometimes fhow a ‘great fondnefs for drefs at a 

very early age, and are inclined to run into the utmoit 

extremes of every fafhion. Inftead of reftraining or 

oppofing this folly perhaps it would be better to in-. 

-dulge them in ic till they grow tired of it themfelves. 

I have frequently heard it remarked, that almoft every 

man isa puppy and a coxcomb during fome period 

of his life, and the fooner the if is over the better. 

படா அ 

Prudence, Economy, Knowledge of the World, and ofa 
~ biifoing young Men in Bufinefs. 

EV: 

Besipes being well’bred, a tutor fhould know the 
world well, the ways, the humours, the follies, the 

cheats, the faults of the age he lives in, and thefe he 

fhould be able to fhow to his pupil, and difpofe him 
to think no man better or worJe, or wifer or foolither, 

than he really is. Thus by infenfible degrees he will 
pafs from a boy to a man, which is the moft hazard- 

ous ftep in all the whole courfe of his life. 

It requires much difcretion to choofe the right time 
and method of teaching young men this knowledge of 
the world, and a tutor ought to adapt it to the temper, 
inclination, and weak fide of his pupil. It muft ‘be 
remembered, that it is impoffible to keep a young 

gentleman
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gentleman from hearing of or. feeing vice, and ‘the 

honda he is, kept hoodwinked’ the Jefs he will fee 

when he comes abroad into open. day-light, ‘and be : 

the more expofed t to be a ‘prey to himfelf and others, 

An old: boy at his firft appearance, with all the gravity 

of the ivy-bufh about him, is fure to draw on him the 

eyes and chirping of the whole town-volery, amongft 

which there will not be wanting fome birds of prey | 

that will prefently be on the wing for him. 
A gentleman may be unfurnifhed with many parts 

of learning without any great difparagement to him- ’ 

felf or prejudice to his affairs; but prudence and good- 

breeding are in all {tations neceflary, and require the 

affiftance of a teacher more than the languages or | 

{ciences, for nobody ever went fargd in knowledge or 

became eminentin any of the {ciences by the difcipline 

and reftraints of a mafter. The great work of a go- 
vernor is to fafhion the carriage and form the mind; 

to fettle in his pupils good habits and the principles 
of virtue and wifdom; to give him by little and little a 

view of mankind, and work him into a love of whatis 

excellent and praife-worthy ; and in the profecution of | 
it. to give him vigour, activity, and induftry, The 

ftudies which he fets himupon are but as itewere the 

exercife of his faculties, and to give him fome litle 

tafte of what his own induftry mutt perfect, 
A father would do well, as his fon grows up and is 

capable.of it, to talk familiarly with him, nay aflk his 
advice and confulc with him about thofe things wherein 

he has’ any knowledge or underftanding, by which he. 

will gain wo things both of great moment; the one 

that it wiil put. ferious confideration into: his fon's 
choughts,
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thoughts better than any rules or advice he can give 
_ him. The other, that he will obtain his friendfhip. 

Many fathers, though they proportion to their fons 

liberal allowances according to their age and condition, 

yet they keep the knowledge of their eftates and con- 

cerns from them with as much refervednefs, as if they 

were guarding a fecret of ftate from a {py or an ene- 
my. This no doubt often hinders or abates that 
cheerfulnefs and fatisfaction, wherewith a fon fhould . 

addrefs himfelf to, and rely upon his father. Nothing 

cements and eftablifhes friendthip and good-will fo 

much as confidence and communication of concern- 

ments and affairs. The refervednefs and diftance, that 

fome fathers keep, often. deprives their fons of that re- 

fuge, which would be of more advantage to them than. 
an hundred rebukes and chidings. Would you have 

your fon open his heart to you and/afk your advice ? 

You mutt begin to do fo with him firft, and by your 
carriage beget that confidence. Whatever he confults | 
you about, unlefs it lead to fome fatal mifchief, be fure 

you advife only as a friend of more experience ; but 

with your advice mingle nothing of command and au- 
thority, no more than you would to your equal or a 
ftranger. That would drive him for ever from any 

farther demanding your counfel. You muft confider 

that hé'is a young man, and has pleafures and fancies 
which you are paffed. 

Familiarity of difcourfe, if it can become a father 

to his fon, may much more be condefcended to by a 

tutor to his pupil. All their time fhould not be 1060 

in reading lectures and magifterially dictating to him 
what he is to obferve and follow. Hearing him in his 
VOL. Il. ; Ava turn



354  Prudeice, Economy, Knowledge of the World, 

turn and ufing him to reafon about what is propofed 
will make the, rule go down the eafier and fink the 
deeper, and will give him a liking to ae and: 

- inftrution.. 

Though a father fhould require his fon to keep ah 

account of his expenfes, I would not have him fet 

down every pint of wine or play that cofts him 
money ; the general name of expenfes will do for fuch 
things well enough: nor would I have his father look 

-fo narrowly into thefe accounts as to take occafion 
from them to criticife on his expenfes; he muft re- 
member he himfelf was once a young man, and not 
forget the thoughts he had then, nor the right his fon 

has to have the fame, and to have allowance made for 

them. If therefore I would have the young gentle- 
man obliged to keep an account, it is not at all to 
have that way a check upon his expenfes (for what the 

father allows him he ought to let him be fully mafter 
of) but only that he might be brought early into the 
habit of doing it, and that it might be made familiar 

_to him betimes, which will be fo ufeful and neceflary 

_ to be conftantly practifed the whole courfe of his life.» 

It is feldom obferved, that he who keeps an account 

of his income and expenfes, and thereby has conftantly 

under view the courfe ofthis domeftic affairs, lets 

them run out; and I doubt not but that many a man 
gets behind hand before he is aware, or runs further 

out for want of this care or the fkill to do it. 
T think all boys fhould learn fome manual trade 

a recreation to thofe whofe chief bufinefs is with 

books and ftudy. Gardening, hufbandry, and work- 

ing in wood as a carpenter, joiner, or turner, or €B- 
‘graving



  

   

  

graving and working in brafs, are: 

creations fora man of ftudy and bi : 

affording him exercife and amufement when- 

weather keeps him from the others, befides ‘that he 

willbe the better able to direct his workmen. ~ It has 

been nothing but the vanity and pride of. greatnefs 

and riches, that has brought unprofitable and danger- 

ous paftimes: into fafhion, and perfuaded people into a. 

belief, that the learning or putting their hands to any 

thing that was ufeful could not be a diverfion fit for a 

gentleman. This has given cards, dice, and drinking 

fo much credit in the world; and a great many throw 

away their fpare hours in them through the prevalency 

of cuftom and want of fome better employment. to 

fill up the vacancy of leifure, more than from any real 

delight that is to be found in them. 

  

ie pe 
There is no errour more fatal than imagining that 

pinching a ‘youth in his pocket-money will teach him 

frugality. On the contrary, it will only occafion his 

running into extravagance with fo much more eager- 

nefs, whenever he comes to have money in his own 

hands; as pinching him in his diet will make his 

appetite only the more rapacious. 

If you put into the hands of your child mare money _ 

than is fuitable to his age and difcretion, you muft 

_ expect to find that he has thrown it away upon what 
is not only idle but hurtful. A certain {mall regular 
income any child above fix years of age ought to 

have, and I fhould think no extraordinary advahce - 

proper on any account. When he comes to be capa- 
Aa2 ble
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ble of keeping an account he ought to be obliged to 

it ; he will thereby acquire a habit of frugality, atten- 
tion, and prudence, that will be of fervice to him 

through his whole life. On the contrary, giving a 

young perfon money to fpend at will, without requir- 

ing any account of it, is leading or rather forcing him 

upon extravagance and folly. 

As to a turn to covetoufinefs and hoarding, it is ina 

child a frightful temper, indicating a natural inclina- 
‘tion to fordid felfifhnefs. This being a’ difpofition 
which ftrengthens with years and holds to’the laft, 

when it begins to appear fo early, it is to be expected 

it will come to an exceffive degree in time. A lad 
ought to be broke: of this unhappy turn, by fhowing 

him the odioufnefs of it in the judgment of all open- 

hearted people, and by expofing his churlifhnefs to the 

ridicule ‘of his equals... Children ought to be accul- 

comed from their earlieft years to bring themfelves 

with eafe to quit what they have a right to, and to 
give away part of their fruits or fweet-meats, and to 
beftow out of their இதமான for the relief of the 

poor. 1 
A decided tendency to prodigality in a child mult 

alfo be curbed as early as poffible. For he who will 
in his youth lavifh away halfpence, when he comes to 

manhood will be apt to {quander away guineas. The 
beft methods I know for correéting this bias in a child 
are fuch as thefe : Encouraging piece of 
money fome little time, and leffening his allowance 

(but not by any means depriving him wholly of 

pocket-money) i in cafe of mifcondu&; obliging him 
so give an account of his manner of laying out his 

்‌ money>
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money, by memory firft, and afterwards in a written 
account regularly kept; putting in a purfe by itfelf a 

penny or fixpence for every penny or fixpence given 

him, and fhowing him from time to time the fum, 

and fo forth. 

  

X. 

Parents often miftake in fixing their fons for life, 

not only by inattention to their genius, but by over- 

rating their abilities, and by fixing on a profeffion for 

them, perhaps as foon as they are born, becaufe there 

is a living in the family, or fome of their anceftors 

have been eminent in law or phyfic; and thus they 

blunder them into an employment which their educa- 
tion is not equal to. Suppofing a boy has been ten 
years at fchool; it does not from hence follow that he 
1s learned. Jt muft be known, whether he has im- 

proved thefe years to his real advantage, i. e. whether 

his learning is deep or fuperficial; it muft be known . 
too, what is the tenor of his ftudies; for even of thofe 
who are verys diligent all parts of learning are not 
equal favourites ; fome are fprightly, fome grave, fome 

in fhort more ftriking to them than others; laftly, 

it muft be known if the nature of his education be 

fuited to the employment he is about to be engaged 

in. Without attention to thefe circumftances it will 

be impoffible to keep clear of errour in the difpofal of 
children for life; and as not only ourfelves but fociety 
too muft feel the good or bad effects of our choice; it 

_is of the higheft confequence that it be judicious. 

‘The fons of the lower orders of tradefmen, fuch as 

bakers, carpenters, &c. fhould learn reading, writing, 

Aa 3 arithmetic, |
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arithmetic, and drawing, ‘to which may be added a 
knowledge of maps. ‘This plan, though comprifed in 
a few words, contains all they need, nay all they ought 
to learn. It is ufual in the. common bufineffes to 
put boys apprentice at about fourteen years old. Now 
fuppofing they begin to learn at feven, they have work 
enough cut out for feven years at leaft, which if well 
attended to, and their time be well employed, is capa- 
ble of turning to great account. My advice is, that 
boys of this clafs never once attempt to learn Latin, 
What do they want with it? or, what ufe can ‘they 
make of it? Will it enable a man to make better 
fhoes ? Will it affit a taylor in cutting out a coat? 
Parents, when they fend a boy to fchool, are often 
guided by the mafter in what he {hall learn; he, na- 
turally fond of advancing his fcholar, puts him in 
Latin. But is it not poffible, that this gentleman may 
be a man of real merit, a good grammarian, nay a 
complete claffic feholar, yet a very bad judge of life? 
Moft certainly.—The boy is நாயர்‌ headlong into 
things he does not want, and neither parent nor matter 
confider the end, 

If a man of mean extraétion and illiterate himfelf, 
gives his fon a genteel and claffical education, the fon 
foon thinks himfelf a better man than his father. But 
let us condué him on. Fle is now a gentleman, be- 
caufe he has or fancies he has learning. He mult 
drefs fine and keep company with his betters, which 
leads him into expenfes he cannot afford; no matter ; 
he is'@- gentleman and muft appear like one. 

Fiis father, after rummaging his brains for a genteel 
employment, at length puts his fon to an attorneys: J. 

grant”
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grant the boy trained does all on his part to advance 
himfelf; chat he is prudent, temperate, and virtuous i 

{till he has neither bottom, intereft, nor friends; and it 

is a handred to one if he arrives at any thing higher 
than being a hackney-writer, an ufher to a {chool, or 

at molt the flavifh mafter of an infignificant academy. 

The firft thing for parents to confider in the edu- 
cation of their children is the ftate of their own, for- 
tunes’ and the real profpeéts before them: it is not 
enough that a man be of fuch or fuch a trade to en< 

title him to train his child equal to another of the 

fame trade: for if this be taken as a guide, many 

grievous errours will be committed. What can be a 

greater misfortune than to educate a boy like a fine - 
gentleman and not to be able to fupport it? or to 
train a girl with the expectation of keeping a coach 

and have little or nothing to give her? Yet is this 
often the cafe. Another caution is, not to neclect fuch 

an education as may at leaft be /olidly ஐக்‌ if they 
cannot reach the ornamental part; for a found educa- 

tion is every day capable of improvement. 
sf 

7 

XI. 

In the education of your children you feem to truft 
to the ftate of fociety continuing the fame when they 

are grown up, without confidering that it is fubject to 

revolutions which it is jmpoffible;for you to forefee or 

prevent, but which may affect your children. The 

great become little, the rich poor, the king a fubjed@, 

and the fubjeét a king. Are the reverfes of fortune 

fo uncommon, that you can expect to be exempt from 

them? 
Aa4 Let
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Let your fon then learn a trade. Agriculture is the 

firft employment of man, it is the moft honeft, the 
moft ufeful, and confequently the moft noble. 1 fhall 
not fay to my pupil “ Jearn agriculture,” for he is ac- 

_ quainted with it already ; all kind of ruftic. occupations 

my 

are familiar to him. He began with them in his in- 

fancy, and he has recourfe to them continually. I fhall 
fay to him, ‘ cultivate the eftate you inherit from 

- your father if you can;” but if you thould lofe it or 
never poffefs it, what will you do? Léarn a trade. 
Remember it is not an accomplifhment I require, but 

a trade; fome mechanical art, in which the hands work 

more than the head, which will not procure you riches, 

but with which you may do without them. In fome: 
families far above the fear of want | have feen fathers 
carry their prudence fo far, as, befides having their 

children well educated, to have them inftruéted in fuch 

branches of knowledge as might enable them to gain 

their own livelihood. Thefe prudent fathers thought 
they did great things; but they did nothing ; becaufe 

the very refources with which they provided their 

children 'depend on that fortune of which they would 

make them independent; fo that notwithftanding all 

their fine talents, unlefs placed in circumftances favour- 

able to employment, their children will be no lefs in 

danger of flarving than without them. 

But if, inftead of fuperiour acquirements invented 
for the fupport of the foul, not of the body, you could - 
“he, time of neceffity employ your hands, all your difi- — 

culties would vanifh, nor would you want the intereft 
of the great, or be tempted to become fervile and 

bafe. In obfcurity nothing need prevent your being 
an
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an honeft man or gaining your bread. You may en- 

ter the firft fhop in your trade, “ Mafter, 1 want em- 

ployment.” <‘‘ Friend go in there and work.” Be- 

fore dinner-time you have earned your dinner, and if 
fober and diligent you will have acquired by the end 
of the week enough to fupport you another week ; you 
will have been independent, healthy, honeft, induftri- 
ous. With fuch rewards you have not loft your 
time. ed 

I mouft infift on my pupil’s learning fome honeft 
trade, not that of a gilder, a carver, a varnifher, or a~ 
perfumer, like Mr. Locke’s gentleman; nota mufician, 
an actor, or a profefied author ; I would rather have 
him a fhoe-maker than a poet ; I fhould like better to 
fee him paving the ftreets or repairing the high roads, 
than turning ivory flowers. 

While my pupil learns his trade, I would வட்‌ 
take leffons; for I am convinced he will never do any 
thing well if we do not work together. We would 
each then begin our apprenticefhip, and not pretend 
to be treated as gentlemen, but as real apprentices, 
Unfortunately we cannot give up our whole time to 
this one purfuit’ We are not merely to learn a trade, 
but we muit alfo learn to be men; and an apprentice- 
fhip to the latter is more difficult and mult be con- 
tinued longer than the other. What then muft be 
done? Shall we take a leffon of a carpenter one hour 
a day as we do ofa dancing mafter? No; for then we 
fhould not be apprentices but pupils, and we are not 
ambitious to /earu joining, but to become real ; joiners. 
1 would recommend then, that twice a week at leaft 
we fhould fpend the whole day at the mafter’s hou; 

that
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that we fhould rife at the fame hour, be at work be- 

fore him, eat at his table, work under his directions, 

and, after having the honour to fup with his family, 

return, if we preferred it, to. fleep on our own hard _ 

‘beds. But let us be honeft and fincere in’ doing good. 

' Let us not create vanity by endeavouring to deftroy 

it. To pride ourfelves on having conquered preju- 

dices is ‘being ftill fubject to them. Let not our work 

be valued according to the rank of the workmen, but 

according to the merit of the workmanfhip; let them 

judge of it by comparing it with the performance of a 
good workman. 

The greateft danger to be டப Gone a fu- 
periour ர ட is, that the pupil fhould fay to him= 

felf, **1 am wife, and other men are fools ;’’ and that 

by pitying he fhould learn to defpife them. If fuch — 
be the confequences, he has gained but little by our 
care, and if I had to choofe, I believe-I fhould prefer 

the illufions of prejudice to thofe of pride. To pre- 
vent the effects of felf-conceit, to prove to your pupil 
‘that he is like other men and fubje&t to the fame 

follies, do not reafon with him, but let him feel; or he 
will never know it. If attacked by flatterers, I would 

fuffer him to be their dupe 5 3 if giddy young men en- 
 deavoured to lead him into extravagance, I would fuf- 

fer him to incur the evils attending it; if gamefters 
were about to fleece him, I would fuffer him to be- 

come their prey. I would permit them to flatter, de- 

fraud, and ruin him, and then when they began to 

laugh at him, | would thanle them i in his prefence for 

the lefion they had taught him. The only {nares 1 

would ட him from, are thofe of courtezans. I 

~ would 
x 

ன
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would fhare all his troubles without reproaches or lec- 
~ cures, and thus he would be more grieved for what I 

felt, than for his own fufferings. 

Unlefs a young man were extremely proud and ௫18 
-conceited, I would warn him of his faults before he” 

committed them; but when once the mifchief was 

done, I would not reproach him, left I fhould wound 

his felflove. A leffon that offends is never beneficial. 
I know not any remark more mortifying than, “ i 

told you fo before-band.” The beft way to make him 

remember yout advice is to appear to have forgotten - 
it yourfelf. 3 

The time when a young man begins to err is the 
proper feafon for fables. By blaming the offender 
under a foreign mafk he is inftruéted without feeling. 
his pride hurt ; but nothing can be more abfurd or lefs 

underftood than the impertinent moral put at the end 
of each fable, which deprives the reader of the plea- 

fure of finding out its meaning himfelf; and if he 

does not underftand it without the affiftance of the 
moral, it is certain he will not difcover it at all. 

Moft men wear mafks, but you muft not let your 

pupil be feduced by them. When you draw a picture 

of mankind, let it be a faithful copy; not fuch as to 
make him hate them, but fuch that, though he 

pity he will refolve never to follow their example. 
This is, in'my opinion, the beft fentiment, man can 

entertain of his {pecies. 

  

211. 

Diftinély fhow your children, how difficult it is to 
get money, and how foon it may be {quandered; and 

infill 
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inftill into them the art of rightly managing ‘their 

money and becoming good economitts, « efpecially if 

they do not fhow any. inclination to covetoufnefs. | 

think it very ‘proper: conftantly to fupply children with 

‘money at their own free difpofal, but on condi ition that 

they account for it every week. This account how- 

ever, efpecially at firft, fhould not be too ftridtly exa- 

mined; only hint in what cafe money might be faved 

or better applied, or fomething bought cheaper; but 

in this, care fhould be taken that they learn not the art ப 

of lying. This method of keeping an “account of ex- 

penfes will be ufeful through life; they will thereby 

learn, whether their annual expenfes have exceeded 

their income, difcover the caufe, and be enabled : 

thereby to procure an increafe or prevent the diminu- 

tion of their income. Much care however is neceflary 

to guard your children againft niggardlinefs, while you 

endeavour to fecure them againft prodigality; and 

then only will they be happy, when they have learned © 
to keep the middle path between both extremes. 

  

DOVE ; 

Young men fhould be preferved as much as poffible 

from the mifchievous effects of ill example ; for thofe 

who give it feldom ftop there, they add their infamous 

exhortations and invitations ; and if they fail, they have 

recourfe to ridicule, which is harder for a very young 

man to withftand than either of the former. They 

fhould be upon their guard therefore againtt thefe bat- 

teries which will be played upon them. ‘They fhould 

be defired to form no connexion nor what they im- 

prudently call friendfhips with thefe people, which 
are,
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are, in ‘truth, only combinations and confpiracies 

againft good morals and good’ manners. There is 
commonly in young people a facility, that makes them 

unwilling to refufe any thing that is afked of them, a 
mayvaife honte, that makes them afhamed to refufe, and 

at the fame time an ambition of pleafing and fhining 

in the company they keep; thefe feveral caufes pro- 

duce the beft effects in good company, but the very. 

worft in bad. If people had no vices but their own, 
few would have fo many as they have. For my own 

part I would fooner wear other people’s clothes than 

their vices, and they would fit upon me juft as well. 
Vices of adoption are of all others the‘moft cifgrace- 
ful and unpardonable. 

The world can doubtlefs never be well known by 
theory ;. practice is abfolutely neceflary ; but furely it 
is of great ufe to 2 young man before he fets out for 

that country, full of mazes, windings, and turnings, to 
have at leaft a general map of it made by fome 
experienced traveller. 

  

XIX. 
Suppofing a man’s circumftances to be fuch, that he 

is able to provide for his childrens fubfiftence and re- 
putable appearance in the world independent of their 
own induftry, the only. thing to be attended to is to 

train them up to fuch purfuits, as will qualify them to 
be moft happy in them/elves and moft ufeful to others; 
though, confidering the inftability of all human affairs, 
it fhould feem prudent in moft cafes that every perfon 
be taught fome art, by which he may be able to main- 
tain himfelf in cafe of a reverfe of fortune,
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The cuftom of the prefent age differs confiderably. 

from that of the laft with refpect to the introduction - 

of children and young perfons into company, the effec 

of which is not to be overlooked. We now endea- 

vour to give children all the exterior polifh that they : 

can receive as foon as poffible; we bring them very 

_ early ‘into mixed company, and are proud of their 

bearing a part in converfation with grown men and 

_women. By this means their offen/idle ப்ட்‌. 

are fure to go far before their intrinfic and real ones; 

and they will always feem to have more knowledge 

than they are really poffeffed of. And fo long as 

fuperficial qualifications Satisfy their ambition, they can 

have no inducement to undergo the labour, that may 

be neceffary to acquire any that are more folid. Thus 

by endeavouring to make children into men too foon 

we in fact keep them always children, and their cha- ~ 

raéters remain through life frivolous and infignificant. 

On the contrary, when lef attention was paid to thofe 

_exterior accomplifhments which qualify young men to 

bear a part in the converfation of their feniors, they 

contracted a bafhfulnels, which, by difqualifying then — 

from appearing to advantage in what is called polite 

company, made them rather fhun it. By this means 
great deal of very valuable time was faved, and, hav- 
ing no road of ambition open to them but that of ex- 

celling in their ftudies, they of courfe applied theit 

time and bent their application that way; fo that they 

were poffeffed of the underftanding, and had acquired 

~ the knowledge of men, when rey exhibited nothing 

but the appearance of ruftic boys. 
Of thefe two extremes I own myfelf inclined to 

lean



    

   

    

aid afl ipoing ins MV 

in to the latter rather than th 

~ ternal accomplifhments are certai 

ட்‌ internal ones, and becaule the former may 

when, the latter cannot. : 

~ Tt will be faid, that if boys be debarred the conver- 
fation of men, they will take refuge in that of fervants, 
and contraét a low tafte, manner, and chara¢ter, which 

will never leave them. ‘This fhould by all means be 
guarded againft; though 14. _a proper attention was 

paid to fervants and to the education of the lower clafs 

of people, which fupplies us with fervants, there would 

be lefs to "be apprehended from that quarter; but if 

boys have an ப... of affociating with other 

boys of their “Own rank, oe will prefer their fociety 

to that of fervants. ள்‌ - 

The bufinels of education would be very ealy, if the 

world, into which a young man is to. be introduced, 

was {uch as one would with it to be. But the difi- 

culty is to train up a perfon to act with prudence and — 
virtue in a foolith and vicious age, and to prepare his’ 

Be acquired 

mind properly for fuch fcenes of vice and folly as ‘he 

mutt be witneis to. 

It appears | to me, that nothing i is gained by deceiv- 

ing a young perfon in this cafe. Let a young man, 

therefore, be faithfully apprized of the great variety of 
charaters of which the world confifts; that none are 

abfolutely perfe&t ; that thofe who approach to perfec- 
tion are few; that the bulk of mankind are very im- 

perfeét, and many, but not the majority, exceedingly 
profligate, deceitful, and wicked ; and if, while he was 
under the immediate care of his parents and tutors, 

the principles of virtue. were carefully infilled into 
him,
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him, if he has been fhown the inconveniences and 

mifchiefs that men actually bring upon themfelves by 

~ their vices in this life, and. has been taught firmly to 

believe the much. greater miferies. that. await them 

hereafter, it may be hoped,: that the ill example of 
fome may have as favourable an effect upon him as the 

good example of others. . 

Let the greateft care be taken, that the firft com- 

pany into which a young perfon is introduced be de- al 

cent and virtuous, like that of his parents and tutors; — 

and if it be poffible, let him be kept from having any 

connexion with thofe who are greatly, abandoned and 

profligate, till his own habits are in fome ‘good meafure 

confirmed ; and themhe will not choofe their focjety, 

more than the common forms of civility, which are 

neceffary to an intercourfe with mankind, render 

unavoidable. 

It fhould be ப. with ey to. மு that 

_ the value of it is never truly known but by him who 

has acquired it; fo that whenva provident but unwile 
parent fubmits to toil and-hardfhip in ofder to leave 

an eftate to his fon, he only provides him fomething to 

wafte and diffipate, but not to enjoy. The prodigal 

youth is even generally much lefs happy in {pending 

‘the eftate, than the father in getting it; though the ob- 

ject of his toil has been to make his fon more happy 

in being exempt from it.. Befides, it is a common ob- 
fervation, that there are as great fortunes, and efpe- 

cially as great a number of moderate fortunes, now in 

‘the poffeffion of perfons who have acquired them, 4 
of thofe who have received them by inheritances { 

that ihe chance of haying a =fon dic tich is perhaps 4 | 
great 
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ereat when he has had a good education, and has 

only been put into the way of providing for himfelf, as 

when he begins with that independence which he 
ட்‌ have gained. 

© But the greateft injury that can be done to young 

perfons, is to bring them up with expectations of liv- 

ing in an eafy independence, when it is not in the 

power of the parent to enable them to fupport it. 

Young men in this cafe have hardly any refource but 
in gaming or the mot defperate courfes, and youns” 

women in profticution, 
J 

  

2201. 

Gentlemen of landed property, who draw a revenue 

from the foil, fhould render an equivalent to thofe 

who cultivate it,’ by their. wifdom, valour, and inge- 
nuity; inftead of which, in the prefent day, what ன்‌ 
to be confidered as a tenure, is converted into abfolute 
and unconditional property, and a gentleman poflefing 
an eftate never confiders that it involves an obliga- 
tion. This is an errour in faét, as it is in policy; and 
it is the bufinefs of education to imprefs fentiments 
that may obviate its effects. Greater fervice would be 
rendered in this manner than by making a gentleman 
a carpenter or even an hufbandman. — If the conftitu- 
tion of his country fhould not admit of the cultivation. 
of military talents on patriotic principles, he fhould pre- 
mee himfelf for her councils and her magiftracies. 

1 ufed to exercife my pupils on fuch fubjeéts as the 
following. Every idle man is a knave, Profperity 
doth beft difcover vice, adverfity doth beft difcover 
virtue.—Liberality lies between prodigality and penury. 

VOL, I, ae Bb To 
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To one who faid “the greateft good is to enjoy » 

every thing I defire,” Ariftotle anfwered, “It is 

much greater to defire things that are fitting.” The 

utility and importance of thefe leffons in the period of 

youth is not eafily eftimated; they check that im- 

petuofity incident to youth, to obey the fuggeftions of — 

the firft paffion and to launch into life without rudder 

EE without compa{s, they moderate an attachment to © 

rank, honours, or riches, which- generally corrupt the 

mind, and they induce. them to eftimate their own. 

qualities and talents. : 

It has been advanced by feveral writers who have 

fhown confiderable talents in the art of education, that 

it is dangerous to deferibe to pupils the human cha- 

“racter as it is daily exhibited on the (1386 ௦4 life, 

and that the faireft fide of the world fhould be pre- 

fented for {peculation. But J do not think that deceit 
can eyer be practifed with fuccefs in education, and 

that this above all others will be found a mifchievous ” 

miftake, becaufe it excludes the great leffon of moral | 

prudence from tuition, and leaves the enlightening of 

the pupil’s mind on this important inhi to the 

dangerous means of: experience. 
It is the duty of the tutor to do as much himfelf 

and to leave as little for the exertion of his pupil as he 

poffibly can; and in order to give him the wifdom of | 

the ferpent, as well as the harmleffnefs of the dove, it 
will be neceffary not to conceal the vices of others, © 

but to conyince his judgment, that the fuperiority of 

எழும்‌ lies greatly on the ie of virtue. 
6 Shame



and fhablifoing Young Men in Bufinefs. = 3.7% 

| XXXI. 

Shame to tell! the prefent age affords many ex- 
amples of drunken fchool-boys! What can be the 
-eaufe of an evil fo enormous? Whom are we to cen- 
fure ?—the mafters ? No: they do every thing in their 
power to prevent it, but in vain. It originates in the 

inconceivable folly of opulent parents, who, by fending 

back their darling fons after every vacation with guineas 

in their pockets, furnith them with temptations to’ 

every kind of irregularity. Not only drunkennefs. is 

the confequence of this oftentatious parental weaknets, 
but other vices that are often feverely felt in the third 

and fourth generation. 

XXXII. 

An early acquaintance with human infirmities, or 
' what is termed a knowledge of the world, is the fureft 

way, in my opinion, to contract the heart and damp the 
natural youthful afour, which produces not only great 
talents but great virtues. For the vain attempt to 
bring forth the fruit of experience before the fapling 

has thrown out its leayes,-only exhaufts its ftrength, 

and prevents its affuming a natural form, juft as. the 

form and ftrength of fubfiding metals are injure when 

the attraction of cohefion is difturbed. 

"Tell me, ye who have ftudied the human mind, is 
it not a ftrange way to fix principles by fhowing 

_ young people that they are feldom ftable? and how 
can they be fortified by habits when they are, proved 
to be fallacious by example? Why is the ardour of 
youth thus to be damped, and the luxuriancy of fancy 

nr Bb 2 cut
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cut to the quick ? This dry ‘caution may, it is true; _ 
guard a character from worldly mifchances, but will 
infallbly preclude excellence in either virtue or know- 

ledge. The {tumbling block thrown acrofs every path 

by fufpicion, will prevent any vigorous exertions of 
genius or benevolence, and life will be {tripped of its 

moft alluring charm long before its calm evening, 
when man.fhould retire to contemplation for comfort 

and fupport. 

A young man who has been bred up with க்வி 
friends, and led to ftore his mind with as much fpecu- 

lative knowledge as can be acquired by reading and 
the natural reflections which the youthful படட of 
animal fpirits and inftingtive feelings infpire, will enter 
the world with warm and erroneous expectations, But 
this appears to be the courfe of nature;’ and in morals, 
as well as in works of tafte, we fhould be obfervant of 
her facred indications, and not prefume to lead when 
we ought obfequioufly to follow. 

We expect more fiom inftru@ion than mere in- 
ftruction can produce; for inftead of preparing young 
people to encounter the evils of life with dignity, and 
to acquire wifdom and virtue by the exercife of their 
own faculties, precepts are: heaped upon precepts, and 
blind obedience required, when conviction fhould be 
brought home to Reafon. A fagacious parent or tutor 
may ftrengthen the body and fharpen the inftruments 
by which the child is to gather knowledge, but the 
honey muft be the reward. of the individual’s own 
induftry. 

Mott ்‌
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‘Mott parents think that their fons are more difpofed 

to extravagance than their daughters: the fons are 
ufually expofed to greater temptations. - Young men 
often excite one another to expenfe and to a certain 
carelefinefs of economy which affumes the name of 
{pirit, while it often forfeits all pretenfions to juftice. | 
A prudent father will never, from any. fale notions of 
forming his fon early to food company, introduce hint 
to affociates whofe only merit is their rank and fortune. 
Such companions will lead a weak young man into 

" every fpecies of extravagance, and then defert and ridi- 
cule him in the hour of diftrefs. Ifa young man has 
a tafte for literature and for rational fociety, his eco- 

_nomy will be fecured, fimply becaufe his pleafures will 
not be expenfive, nor will they be oe upon the 
caprice of fafhionable affociates. 

The intermediate ftate between that of a fchool- boy 
and a man is the moft dangerous period, and parents 
Should beat this time particularly attentive to. the 
company which their fons keep, and they thould fre- 
quently, in converfation with fenfible but not with 
morofe and old-fathioned people, lead to the fubje&t of 
economy and openly difcufs and fettle the moft effen- 
tial points. At the fame time a father fhould not in= 
timidate his fon with the idea that nothing but rigid 
economy can win parental favour; his parental டட 
fhould not be a mercenary objets" he thould rather 
fhow his fon, that ‘he is awareof the great’ temptations 
to which a young man is expofed in going firft into 
the world ; he fhould fhow him. both that ee 15 dif- 

Bb 3 pofed
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pofed to place confidence in him, and that he” yet 

knows the fallibility of youthful prudence. If he ex- 

pect from his fon unerring prudence; he expects toa. 

much, and he will perhaps create an apprehenfion of 

difpleafure which will chill and reprefs all ingenuous 
confidence. In all’ his. childith and all his youthful 

diftrefs a fon thould be habitually inclined to turn to 

his father as, his. moft indulgent friend. ல்‌ 

Before a young man goes into the world, it will be 

a great advantage to him to have fome fhare in the 

management of his father’s affairs: by laying ‘out 

money for another perfon he’ will acquire habits of 
‘care, which will be ufeful to him afterwards in his own 

affairs. He fhould be accuftomed to form ¢ftimates 

of his own with regard to repairs and improvements, 

‘This habit of eftimating will be of great advantage to 
gentlemen, it will circumfcribe their withes; and it 
will protect them againft the low frauds of defigning 
workmen. Young men fhould alfo be நல ட்‌ (0 
read the daily newfpapers, 

Children educated at home cannot have fauch real 
occafion for pocket-money; but when they are fent to — 
{chool they fhould be put upon an equal footing with 

‘ their companions ; otherwife we might run the hazard 
of introducing worfe faults than extravagance, 112. 
meannefs and envy. 

Exaétnefs in accounts and in bufinefs nie to 

property, far from being unneceflary among friends 
and relations, is, we think, particularly agreeable ¢ and | 
effential to the continuance of frank intimacy. We 
fhould whilft our pupils are young teach them a 1016 | 
of exattnefs about property ; a refpect for the rights of 

others,
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others, rather than a tenacions anxiety about their own. 
When young people are of a proper age to manage - 
property of their own, let them know precifely what 

they may annually {pend ; in whatever form they re- 
ceive an‘income let that income be certain ; if prefents 

_of pocket-money or drefs are from time to time made 
them, this creates expectation and uncertainty in their 
minds. All perfons who have a fluctuacifig revenue 
are difpofed to be imprudent and extravagant. 

To teach our pupils prudence, and to accuftom‘ 
them to know their own mind, we fhould not always 
decide for them, but we fhould early accuftom them® 
to choofe for themfelves about every trifle which ig ° 
interefting to childhood; if they choofe wifely they 
fhould enjoy the natural reward of their prudence, and 
if they decide rafhly they fhould be fuffered to feel the 
confequence of their own errour. Some parents may 
perhaps fear, that if they were to allow children to. 
choofe on every trifling occafion, they would become 
wilful and troublefomer This certainly will be the 
effect if we make them think there is a pleafure in the 
exercife of free-will independently of any good that 
may be obtained by a judicious choice, “ Now ay 
dear, you fhall have your choice ;” “ You hall choofe 
for yourfelf!” ** You fhall have your free choice!” are 
expreffions that may be pronounced in fuch a tone and 
with fuch an emphafis to a child as immediately to 
excite a fpecies of {rtumphant ecftafy from the mere 
idea of having his ow free choice. By a different ac- 
cent and emphafis we may reprefs the ideas of a 
triumph, and without intimidating the pupil we may 
turn his mind to the difficulties rather than the glory 

Bre of
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of being in a fituation to decide for bimfelf. We muft, 
not be furprifed at the early imprudence of children; 
their miftakes when they firft are allowed to make a 

_ choice are inevitable; all their fenfations are new to 
them, confequently they cannot Judge of what they 

- fhall like or diflike. Do not therefore reproach them 
for the miftakes they make, Let them try experi- 
ments upon their own feelings ; the more accurate 
knowledge they acquire the. fooner they will be ena- 
bled to choofe prudently. eae aa 
Tfour pupils, when they have any ae to make, pre- 

fer a {mall prefent gratification to a great future pleafure, 
; ‘we fhould not at the moment of their decifion reproach 
them for their imprudence, but we fhould readily make 
them abide by their choice; and when the time arrives 
at which the greater pleafure might have been enjoyed, 
we fhould remark .the circumftance, but not with a 
tone of reproach; for it is their affair, not ours. “ You 
preferred having a fheet of paper the moment you 
wanted it laft week, to the having a quire of paper 
this week.” “Oh, but,” fays the child, «1 wanted 
a fheet of paper very much then, but I did not confider 
how foon this week would. come ; I with I had chofen 
the quire.” Then remember what you feel now, and 
you will be able to choofe better upon another occa- 
fion.” We fhould always refer to the pupils’ own 
feelings, and, look forward to their future advantage; - 
டட why fo few young people attend to advice is, 

that their preceptors do not bring it a€tually home. to 
their feelings 5-it is ufelefs to reproach them for the paft 
imprudence ; the child fees the errour as as plainly ered 

ல da;
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do; all that can be done is to make 1 it a Jeffon for the 

future, ்‌ 
  

_ XLVIIL. 

It is at prefent too much the cuftom to drefS boys 
like men, and bring them into bufinefs at thirteen or 

fourteen years of age, which renders them forward and 
conceited, and is likely to injure their conflitutions by 

too clofe confinement at a time of life, whén young 

people require plenty of air and exercife to make thena 
ftrong and healthy men. Befides this they are gene-~ 

rally thrown into 'the foeiety of young men older than : 

themfelves, who too often initiate them in the paths of 

vice, and corrupt their morals, at an age when they 

cannot be expected to poffels fufficient firmnefs and 

ftrength of mind to withftand temptation. 
- A boy taken from fchool at this early. period can 

have acquired very little general knowledge or tafte 

for literary purfuits ; and being confined all day to the 

counting-houfe requires relaxation and amufement in 

the evening; fo that he has little opportunity of in- 
creafing his ftock of knowledge, and fhould he by 

fuccefsful induftry accumulate a large fortune, he will 

feel himfelf unfit to mix in that ட்‌ to which he 

will be raifed. ? 
Would it not be far better for fathers to imitate the 

Perfians, who treated their fons as mere boys, and 

would not fuffer them to be introduced into the fociety - 

of men till feventeen years of age? Were this cuftom 

adopted, fchools on a fuperiour plan might be efta-- 

‘ blifhed for young men from fifteen to feventeen, where, 

anftead of learning nothing but languages, writing, and 

ந ்‌ arithmetic,
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arithmetic, they might be inftruéted in geography, 

hiftory, politics, commerce, natural philofophy, ma- — 

thematics, and other objeéts too frequently neglected 

in the education of boys. Where proper fchools 

cannot be met with, feveral families might join-in the 

fame plan, and fend their fons to fome clergyman or 

gentleman out of bufinefs, who might direct their, 

ftudies; and if he lived in the neighbourhood, ‘the: 

young men might board at home, provided they were 

kept to regular hours. Perhaps it may be faid, that 

few parents could afford this expenfe, but it appears 

to me fo highly ufeful for young men to have their 

minds cultivated preyioufly to their being eftablifhed 

in ‘a counting-houfe, that ic would be far better for 

them’to have two or three hundred pounds lefs at 
their father’s death than be deprived of this advantage. 

I believe fome parents think, that if they give their _ 

fons a fuperiour education, and keep them to’ their 
ftudies till they are feventeen or eighteen, they will be 

fo conceited of their acquirements, that they will not 
afterwards condefcend to apply to ,bufinefs, and thus 
will be incapacitated for making their way in the 
world. That this may fometimes be the cafe is per- 

haps too true, which is greatly owing to its not being 

cuftomary for young men intended for trade to learn 

any thing more than languages, writing, and arithme- 

tic; but if it were the general practice to teach them 

the elements of univerfal knowledge, previoufly to 

their entering into bufinefs, this objeétion would be 

entirely removed. Thus in thofe parts of England, 
where the common people receive little or no inftruc- 

tion, thofe who know how to read and write are apt 
mgt gor to
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to pride themfelves on being {cholars, and to imagine 

that on that account they fhould be difpenfed from 

hard labotr ; whereas in Scotland, ‘where the educa- 

tion of the lower orders is provided for by the ftate, 

the good effeéts refulting from the improvement of 

their minds are extremely evident, no Tepe being | 

more frugal and induftrious, i 

When a young man’s ftudies have been. chiefly con- 

fined to the claffics and mathematics, it is Perfectly 

natural he fhould take a diflike to a line of life where 

he will find this fort of knowledge almoft entirely | 

ufelefs ; but the plan of a general inftruétion above re- 

commended mutt furely be defirable for எ mem-*. 

ber of fociety. . 2 og 
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ADDENDA ro CHAPTER XII. 

<¢ Tn order to render the mind fuperiour to prejudice, it has 

¢¢ been propofed by fome philofophers to omit every fpecies of 
«« religious inftruction till the powers of the underftanding are 
« fuficiently ripe for comprehending all its myfteries. Reli- s 

66 gion is then to be learned as a fcience, a mere matterof f{pe- 

< culation; it is to be propounded to the unbiaffed judgment 
«as an object of curiofity, almoft as worthy of inveftigation 

* as the laws of electricity and! magnetifm. But will the 

“€: pupil come to the inveftigation with a mind equally well 
¢* prepared? Has not the’ preceptor, through the whole courle 

«+ of his pupil’s education, been labouring to implant the love 

« of {cience in his mind? Has he.not endeavoured to excite a 

<< defire for Knowledge by the itimulus of reward and punifh- 

<¢ ment, praife and difapprobation, and to affociate it with the 

<‘ ideas of honour and efteem? If this unceafing attention, 

« this unremitted affiduity, be neceffary to direct the intel- 

<< Jetual faculties to the purfuit of learning and fcience, is it 

“to be fuppofed that religious fentiment, unconnected with 

«¢ all early affociation, unaided by any previous difpofition, can 

“< al] at once find admiffion to the mind? 

<< Before we reject religions inftruction we fhould do well 

«¢ to confider, whether the ‘happinefs of our pupils is more 

«likely to be injured or promoted by imbibing a portion of 

«the {pirit which pervades the tenor of the gofpel; a fpirit 
*¢ which teaches love to God and good-will towards men. 

ச்ச்‌
 

௫ 

«« The propriety of cultivating feelings of benevolence to- | 

¢¢ wards our fellow-creatures is feldom denied in theory, how- 

-“* ever frequently the duty may be omitted in practice. It 

“has been recommended by thé eloquence of heathen philo- 

+ fopher's and enforced by fome extraordinary examples of 

«¢ heathen philanthropy: but as the foundations on which 

~ « they built their beautiful theories of virtue were narrow and | 

«¢ confined, 

f
e
e
t
 |
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டட ca the fuperftructure was frail and வடிவ and 

«© never was the true foundation difcovered till brought to 

“light by Jefus Chnift. He firft taught how the obftacles to: 

« benevolence were to be removed by conquering that. pride, 

“ felf-love, and vain glory, which had till then conftituted a 

‘part of the catalogue of human vistues. He firft taught 

“the univerfality of its extent by connecting it with the love 

“ of the common Father and Benefactor of all, and made the 

“Jove of our fellow-creatures the teft and criterion of our 

« Joye to the Creator, while from true devotion to the Su- 

<< preme Being he taught that benevolence to man muft ne~ 

“ ceflarily flow. He likewife taught, that upon all, who 

4 were convinced of thefe truths and were anxious to fulfil 

ய) divine commandments, divine aififtance would be be- 

“© flowed. ~ He alone ennobled virtue by the affurance of an’ 

*¢ eternal reward, and gave dignity to this probationary fcene 

£* by reprefenting it as introduétory to a glorious and ever- 

<¢ during ftate of felicity. 
‘¢ Js there aught in thefe dotrines that can render the 

“mind gloomy and unfocial? Will the habitual gratitude of 

s* the heart to the Supreme Benefactor detra€& froin the en- 

«*joyment of his gifts? Will the idea of the conftant pre- 

** fence and protection, the love and favour of fuch a Being 

“ tend to deprefs the mind? Or will the with for the appro- 

‘bation of this heavenly Father, friend, proteCtor, and 
«judge, and the fear of his difpleafure, impair the energy of 

“ virtue? Why thende we reject the falutary affiftance which 

« religion offers us for fubduing the worlt and cultivating the 

* beft paflions and afiections of the human heart? Alas! be- © 

«¢ caufe that, by the public and the {plendid {cenes of this vain 

+‘ and tranfitory life we are fo ,completely engroffed, that in 

the education of our children we lofe every other view but 

‘that of qualifying them to attract the applaufe and admira- 

‘tion of the world For this in our boys we cultivate the 

** underftanding while we neglect the heart; in our girls we 

‘* leave both heart and underftanding to the care of chance, 

 “ while we affiduoufly.endeavour to make them excel ina 
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“© few fuperficial and ufelefs accomplifhments, But while we 

s¢ thus ftrive to build the fabric of their fame, it is to be 

se ளவ that in laying the: foundation Wwe பட under-- 

“¢ mine their happinefs. Honk 

© We have already obferved the ees oF ftrong ane pain- 

“ ful fenfations in producing affociations of terrour and aver- — 

fon. Thefe effects are often too little attended to in the 

-* religious education of the nurfery. By pious but ill-judg- 

“¢ ing parents the idea of the Deity is introduced to the ima- 

« gination of infants accompanied by exactly fimilar impref- 

« fions to thofe, which were conjured up by the name of Taw- 

« head and bloody-bones. Their kind and heavenly Father is 

s« made to appear to them in the light of an invifible but 

‘avenging tyrant, whofe fervice is perfect bondage. That 

- «hatred of fin, which {prings from the perfeétion of the 

62 moral attributes of the Deity, 1S prematurely prefented to 

“their minds at a period when they are yet incapable of per- 

“ ceiving abftraét truth. The impreffion that is by thefe 
«* means made upon their fenfes is however fufficiently ftrong 

“to remain permanent; but whether the affociations thus 

‘¢ produced will be thofe of pleafure or averfion I leave it for 

“you to judge. Would good people permit their zeal to be 

‘under the dominion of their judgment, would they pay 

« fome attention to the progrefs of mind, and obferve the flow 

5: 00 gradual procefs of nature in the developement of the fa- 

“ culties, they would not idly attempt to explain to children 

¢ fubjeéts of abftract fpeculation at a period when at beft it 

« can have no other effect than to leave upon their minds im- 

4 preflions of wearinefs and wonder. 

«* What wild and incoherent notions children fomctimes 

« form from thefe futile and ill-dire€ted attempts to imbue 

* them with religious principle, we muft all have had occafion 

6 to obferve. 1 fhall give a few intlances fufficiently ilaftra~ 

“ tive of my argument, — 

ce A little girl, after a very tirefome and ;neomprehenfible 

ட்‌ harangue on the divinity of our Saviour, flopped her pre- 

“« ceptrefs by படம்‌ whether he was really God. Being 

= 6 anfwered
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** an{wered in the affirmative, ‘O how I fhould have liked to 
“© have been in heaven when he was down here then,” replied 
“the child, ¢ for then you know all the angels would get a 
ட holiday, and they would be /o merry.” The fame child, to 

_ whom Sunday had been made a day of gloomy reftraint and- 
“*inceffant application, was fo {hocked by a long fermon, in’ 
“ which the pious preacher expatiated on the nature of a fu- 
“* ture flate under the figure of an eternal fabbath, that it re- 
“* quired no {mall pains of an able and judicious parent’ to 
*< counteract this unfortunate aflociation. 

** When notions of God and of religion are affociated with; 
** ideas of alpainful and a gloomy caft, can we wonder if the 
“* mind fhould feize the firft opportunity of emancipating itfelf 
** from their cruel bondage? This opportunity can to young 
“‘men at leaft be never wanting.. With avidity will they 
‘ liften to the fophiftry of {cepticifm, who have been taught to 
“* tremble while they believed. Thofe who have found belief 
“* to be flavery, will confider infidelity as freedom. They 
** may however find it an eafier matter to triumph over their 
*¢ faith than their prejudices ; and while they exonerate them- 
** felves from all obligation to religious duty, it is not impoffi- 
“ble that they may flill retain the flavith {pirit of fear and 
** faperftition. 5 

‘« Ata time of life when the world appears to wear a {mil- 
ing and inviting afpect, if religion be drett in frowns, the 

““willgain but few willing votaries. In our endeavours to 
“ imprels religious principle upon the tender mind, we muft 
** have it ftill in our recolle@tion that the laws of nature can 
*“never be violated with impunity. Let us remember that 
“* youth is the feafon of cheerfulnef ; that the infancy of all 
‘* animals is frolicfome and gay; that whatever js gloomy is 
‘« then difgufting ; and that when the animal fpirits are in fall 
“* play, the mind may not be capable of diferiminating be- 
“* tween the ferious and the gloomy. Could long and Yerious 
** lecturegibe given to children in favour of falfehood, vanity, 
“and fenfual indulgence, I believe few more effetual me- 
“* thods could be taken to cure them of thofe Phopentities. / 

« Bor 
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s: But while the whole tenour of agreeable mations lays the. 

« foundation of thefe vices, we referve the ப of ferious' 

  

« JeGtures for religion and virtue. ; : 

. & Tt is obfervable,” fays Hartley, ‘that the mere tranfit of 

& words exprefling ftrong ideas over the ears of. children affeats 

them.” On this principle the idea of an unfeen Benefactor, 

«¢ who is the Giver of every good, the Author of all the feli- 

4 city of which the infant heart is fenfible, may eafily be con- 

«‘ veyed to the mind at a very early period. By a little pains 

*¢ the moft pleafing affociations may be formed with the idea 

« of this unfeen Benefactor. Let the moment be feized when 

« the little heart dilates with joy at fome unexpeéted pleafure 
** to form its firft attempt at prayer. ‘I thank thee, O God, 

“¢ for making my mamma and other friends fo good to me,’ 

“ee may be quite fufficient ; and if fugcefted upon proper occa- 
*« fions, and repeated not as a ea duty but a fpontaneous 

“ effufion of the heart, it will not fail to produce an effect 
** upon the aifections. As the {phere of obferyation is en- 

** larged and the fources of pleafure multiply upon the mind, 
‘* every abject of nature that infpires admiration, every focial _ 

** endearment that produces delight, may be made in{truments 

“to conduct the infant heart to God. Let me not be laughed 

“at for the confeflion, and [ fhall freely acknowledge to you, 

‘* that Tat this moment look back with infinite pleafure to 

*« the delightful period, when with the fimplicity of infant in- 
** nocence I poured out my little foul in grateful thafiks to’ 

«the Almighty for the happinefs enjoyed at a dancing-fchool 

“¢ ball. Noram I certain that all thecatechifms and all the 
*“ hymns, with which my poor memory was loaded, produced 

“< half the benefit to my mind, as that which flowed from this 

‘¢ powerful affociation of felicity with its Divine Source. 
«¢ I confefs it is much eafier and perhaps more gratifyihg to 

* our vanity as well as to our indolence, to make children get 

“Jong prayers and catechifms by heart, than thus, by gentle 

“‘ and imperceptible degrees to imprefs them with feelings of 

6: gratitude and ன்‌ for their heavenly Father. Bat wbo- 

* ever would fucceed in the great work of education mutt 
Meinl gg «¢ begin 

‘
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begin by conquering vanity and indolence in themfelves ; 

“© for thefe are the great the perpetually occurring obftacles 

© to fuccefs. ; 

. How eafily the eagernefs of infantine curiofity may be 
“ rendered inftrumental to the acquifition of knowledge has 

‘* been admirably illuftrated by the authors of Praétical Edu- 
“© cation; but may it not ftill be turned toa nobler purpofe? 

«¢ may it not be directed to a Firft Caufe, powerful, wife, and 

“good ; and through the works of Nature be made to lead to 
** Nature’s God? As the underftanding opens to moral truth, — 

*¢ the moral attributes of the Deity will occafionally be fug- 
*¢ gefted, and will be the more readily admitted and the more 
«¢ deeply reverenced from the previous agreeable affociations of 

“ goodnefs and power. The truths of natural religion will 
«then pave the way for the truths of revelation. Between 
“¢ thefe, enthufiafts and infidels with equal zeal have laboured 

_ to make a divorce, but they have laboured in vain; and 

*‘ every unprejudiced mind muft perceive with infinite fatis- 

*₹ faction, that they mutually illuftrate and fupport each other. 

«© Revealed religion is indeed the perfection of natural religion, 

‘© and has the advantage of placing its truths on a foundation 
**to which the conjectures of human reafon could never 

“reach. It was by means of the latter however that the infant 

“ education of the world was carried. on, and not till ‘ the 

«© Fulnefs of time,’ not till human reafon reached its zenith, that 

“¢ the fuperiour light of the gofpel was difpenfed. Were the 

‘* religious education of children conduted upon analogous 

“* principles, have we not reafon to believe i it would be attended 

*¢ with more fuccefs? 

oA knowledge of the Scriptures I look upon as-a very ef- 

<« fential part of religious education ; but to render this know- 
- **ledge really ufeful it isnot fufficient that their contents be 

_*° impreffed upon the memory, the leffons they contain muft 

“be made to reach the heart, Whether this can be effected 
‘« by getting long paflages by rote, I am more than doubtful. 
*« Tt is from confidering fcriptural knowledge as perfectly ana- 
ce ‘ogous with human learning, that the idea has ever been 

9௦1, ரா, "Cc “ enter=  
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Al BRIDGMENTS and Epitomes too fuperficial for young peo- 
ple, ii. 70. 223. 239. For whom fit, 224. 

Abjence, owing to want of attention, i. 109. 
Abfent man, like a fool or a madman, i. 199. ன்‌ 

Abfira&ion, one of the moft difficult exercifes of the philofopher, 

“3.144. How this ufeful habit may be cultivated in children, 

ibid. Parents and tutors muft fet children the example of 16, 

145, 0. : 2 : 
இவக beft prevented by removing every thing brittle or ex- 

penfive out of the way of children, i. 104. 150. 347. Children 

fhould be taught how to aét when they meet with them, Pil. 

157- Thofe that happen from inadvertency or play fhould not 
be punifhed, 104.175. 239. ்‌ 

‘Accomplifoments, a mediocrity in them moft defirable, ii. 313. Im- 

proper for the daughters of the lower order of tradefmeén, unlefs 

defigned for profeffors, ii. 71. 121. 123.127. How learned, 

86. 124. Should-be confined to perfons of leifure ard faperiour 
rank, 123. 127. Too much attention paid to them in the சம்ப. 
cation of women, 87. 98. 104. 127.317, Abufe of them con- 
demned, 124. Should only be confidered as fecondary objeéts, 
and be always difregarded when they impair the health, 105. 
ObjeGtions to them, 87. 98. 104. 119. Chief ufe of them 85. 
119. 311. 315. Great excellence in them can feldom be ac- 
quired at fchool, 72, 124. 

Aéting plays, improper for boys, ii. 157. 174. 177- 1 
AGlion in fpeaking, requires a degree of confidence unbecoming a 

boy, ii. 174. 177- . 
AGivity, of fervice to health, i. 17. 215.220. Of the body, too 

much negleéted, 17, 35- Of children, to what it fhonld be di- 
rected, 125. 153- 159. 219. li. 181. 

Accufations, of children againft one another fhould not be favourably 
received, i. 241, 

Adelaide, her acquirements at twelve years old, i. 114. 
Admonition, why frequently unpalatable, i. 134. il. 363. How it 

fhould be adminiftered, ibid. : 

Advice, vfelefs unlefs accompanied by example, 1. 63, 71. Seldom 
attended to if accompanied by mortifying reproaches, 11, 363. 
.376. 

Afability, if required of children, will infpire them with ideas of 
their own confequence, i. 141,310. We fhould rather teach 
children refpeét, deference, gratitude, and friendhhip, ibid. 

. AfeGation, in drefs, implies a flaw in the underftanding, ii. 344. 
Crew Affection,
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Afeaion, to conciliate affection, affeGtion muft be thown, i. 120 

128. 274.276. Mult not degenerate into weaknefs, 120. OF 
children, often deftroyed by parents extorting acknowledgments _ 
for their kindnefs, 269. 278. Deflroyed in little children by not 
permitting them to love their nurfery maids, 284. Should not 
be Javifhed on young children and withdrawn when they grow 
up, 276. Deftroyed by autterity and iiffnefs, i. 116. 128. 

4liy, children fhould play in the open air without a hat, i. 2. Should 
be as much as poffible in the open air, 2, 22, 32. 33- 36. 156. 
221. ae 

Alms-giving, not fit for children, i. 244. 263 271. Children have 
. no merit in giving alms, 244. 263. We are not ordered to beg 
alms to give away, 264. Should’ never be beftowed with pride, 
2375. cS ets 
உ among children more eafily prevented than remedied, 

Die “a : 
toe different forts of, recommended for children, i. 33. 45. 
(211, 213. 215. 217.219. 220. 222.223. 112277. Simplicity in 
them defirable, i, 215. ii. 323. Feminine, fhould not be def 
pifed, too. 110. Sedentary, hurtful, i. a15. 218.219. Innocent 
and cheap ones defirable for young people, i, 223. ii, 119.261. 
268. 324. oe eed ்‌ 

Anger and paffor, Should not be fhown when correéting children, 
1, 64.110. 177.179. Parents fhould never be angry without 
juft reafon, 112. Should be fhown when children have done 

\ wrong, 182. ்‌ 
Anticipation of future pleafures, deftroys prefent enjoyment, i.1 51. 

101. 215. 216. 11.63. 323. Young people who are accuftomed 
to it find exiftence infipid without the ftimuli of hope and fear, 
63. : 

Antipathies of childrin, with re{pe&'to food, how difcovered, i. 00 
To noxious infeéts how conquered, 255. 274. 

" Spathy and indifference, muft not be encouraged in young people, 
WOOHOO அ ட. ca 

Apparatus for draring from nature, defcribed, ii. 286. 289, 0. 290. 
Application, wrong, when it impairs the health or good humour, i, 78. 

120. Habits of it fhould be cultivated in childhood, i, 110. 121. 
147-153. 225. Neceffary to the fupport of order and virtue, 
161. Harly, oiten weakens the faculties, i, 36.157. 208. 1. 47- 
218. If well direéed, will go farther than genius, 95. Habit 

of it deftroyed by reading ftories and novels, 218. 224. 
Appetite, thould not be forced in illnefs, i. 13. Of children only 

unreafonable when refrained, 9: 13- 34. ii 355. Of healthy 
children the fafeft guide, 54. ; 

Approbation, fhould not be withheld when children really deferve it, 
3:05 200 2032 1 பட்டயம்‌ 

Architediure, how it may be taught children, i. 213. 
Arguments, in what manner they fhould be conducted, ii. 178. 179s 

187. Young people fhould never be fuffered to argue for victory 
but for truth, 1,285. ii, 178. லட 

Arithmetic, as far as decimal fractions, fhould be learned by ieee 1 எவர்‌ 7 ree oo ட ப a % 120122
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ladies, ti. 255. Should be taught by realities as well as by figns, 
255.257. How taught,256. 257.258. ! : 

Arithmetieal queftions, thould be propofed to young people in conver- 
. fation, ti. 256. Children fhould be daily exercifed in them, 69. 
Articles of faith, how they fhould be explained, 11-11. Not fit for 

~ children, 12,31. Oftener make mad-men than good members 
of fociety, 12. : = acl 

Affeciation of ideas, very {trong in young children, i. 148. 188205 
of it, 148. 153. 274, ii. 226. Danger of forming falfe ones in 
the minds of children, i. 196. 274: க 

Affociations, among families refiding in the fame neighbourhood for 
the purchafe of books, orreries, &c, recommended, ii. 2 iQ. 251. 
Among different families of children and their private tutors re- 
commended, as uniting the advantages of public and private 
education, 46, 50. 378. ்‌ 

Aftroxomy, how taught, ii. 244. 251. 253. 
Atbeifm, often the effect of not diftinguifhing between what we can 

and what we cannot know, ii; 2.: ல 
Attendance; perfonal, children fhovid not be fuffered to have more 

than is abfolutely neceffary, i. 127.129.281. Whether from 
fervants or others fhould be received by children with thankful- 
nefs, 129. 281. 346. 

Attention, of children, how preferved, i. 88. 143. 145. Power of 
commanding it immediately from one thing to another, as occa- 
fion requires, highly ofeful, 86. 109. Want of it either folly 
or madnefs, ibid. Quick and unobferved to every thing that 
pafles in company very detirable, i. 109. 285. 292. ்‌ 

Aufterity, parents muft cot ufe it toward their children, i, 83. oz. 
116. 128. . Deftroys confidence and affe@ion, i. r16. 120. 128. 

4uthority, parents fhould affume an immediate authority over their 
; children, i. 95. If fubfticuted for reafon, a child will never 

reafon, 106: 159. | 
Averfion to learning, how cured or prevented, i. 91. ii. 138. Often 

occafioned by confining children too clofely to books. i, 132. 
14. 47; 135. Often produced by their inftruors being too 
fevere and difficult to be pleafed, i. 95. 176.. 4 

B. 
Baby-balls, a triple confpiracy againft the innocence, the health, 

and the happinefs of children, 11. 323. Improper for children 
under twelve years of age, 324, ns 

Backboards, often hurtful, i. 28. 345 
Balls and entertainmenis, may be enjoyed without danger by the 

pure and innocent, ii. 83. Children fhould be indulged in them 
once a week, 316, In what cafesimproper, 320. 

Bandages, hurtful to the health, iv 14.24. 34. : 
Bafhfulnefs, how cured, i. 6. 288. . Bad confequences of it, 287. 

292. teas nee 
Baths, tepid, recommended for children under two years old, i. 53. 

Rules to be obferved in heating them, ibid. Domeftic, fhoald 
be re-eltablifhed and introduced into general ufe, 52. 

Cc Bathing;
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Bathing, recommended as highly conducive to health, i, 22. 25.33, 
42. 48. 52. Rules to be obferved in it, 22. 43. 48. 53. 

Beauty, dangers attending it, ii 102.110. Proper treatment of 
gitls who poffefs it, 102. 110. You fhould not conceal from a 
beauty that fhe is handfome, roz. 110. <n 

Beds, hard ones moft conducive to health, i. 5.9.19. 50. Soft 
ones debilitating, 5. 8.53. Very hard ones not fit for very 
young children, 30. Soft ones defirable for children under two 
years old, 53. Should not be placed next the wall, 31. Should 
not be placed on the floor, 50. Beft fituation for them, 50. 
Should only be appropriated to fleep and ficknefs, 16. Sepa-. 
rate, defirable for girls and boys when infants, 316. Separate 
at {chool advantageous in a moral and phydical view, ii.67. > 

Bed-chambers, fee Rooms and Nurfery. வப வு : 
Benevolence, how it thould be cultivated in children, i. 9. 155. 

242.243. 245.-247. 263.269.270.276. If rewarded may pro- 
duce felfifhnefs, i. 268. 276. It is by the practice of it we be- © 

. “Come good, 247. Young children not benevolent, 263. Belt 
taught by example, 273. 276. 282. Will produce true. polite- 
nefs, 311. True foundation of it brought to light by Jefus 
Chrift, ii.381. 

Bible, a very unfit book for children, ij. 2. How it fhould be read, 
3. 5.30. - ‘The beft tranflations fhould be confulted, 30. ்‌ 

278/௪) 21722 0/7 10018 08 1630 before young people ftudy natura 
philofophy, 3. Should be read before prophane hiftory, 30+ 
The caitoms of the fews fhould be read at the fame time, 233- 

Blac: ftone’s commentaries, fhould be read before the hiftory of Eng- 
land, ii. 240, n. ்‌ 

Blair’s leures, recommended to young people before they begin 2 
courfe of private fludies, i. 97. ; fe 

Blind people, have a more accurate touch than thofe who fee, i. 209. 
Bodily-pain, children fhould be taught to bear it without complain- - 

ing, i. 241. 244. 249.255. Children fuffer enough without 
parents intentionally inflicting it to teach them fortitude, 249, ne 
Parents muft fet the example of bearing it without complain- 
ing, 68.255. 258. : 

Bod) and mind, intimate connexion between them, i. 17. 35+ 15% 
The body fhould be ftrengthened at the fame time that the mind 
is cultivated, 17.35. 78.159. Should draw together like 8 
pair of horfes, 79. 

Book-keeping, girls fhould learn it as well as boys, ii. 7. 123+ Of 
great importance in all ftations of life, 253. 254. 

Bovks, what fort beft for children, ii. 7௦. 158. 222. 224. 228- 
Children fbould never be permitted to read any that are above 
their comprehenfion, i. 113. 262, ii. 17. 217.218. 2226 240- 
Young people fhould be direéted in the choice. of them, i. 97° Ue 458. 173-213. 221.225. Children, fhould,form their ow? 
Opim:ons on thole they read, i226. if. 223. 234. . It is better to 
exprefs difapprobation and ridicule when improper paflages OC- 
cur than to expunge them, 220. 227. 228. Where many pages 
are improper the book fhould be withheld, 228, Parents ape 

: : ௦௦
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“Jook over them and expunge every improper 02112 26 before they 

are trufted to their children, 221. Too much exatnefs in the 

‘choice of them may create {ufpicion, curiofity, and vanity, 1.23 5¢ 

ii, 220,227. aes ்‌ : 

Botany, great advantages of this fudy, ii. 267. 268. 277. Not 

ft for children, 277. How it fhould be learned, 278. 

Box of the cat or blows, fhould be abfolutely prohibited in correét- 

ing children, i. 179. 
Boys, how they may be employed part of the day when too little 

to read and write, i, 166, Thofe intended for a mercantile life 

fhould devote fome.time to the improvement of their minds 

previoufly to their being placed ia a counting houfe, i. i22« 

ii. 377. Should vifit various artilts and manufacturers, i1. 162. 

Should feldom be brought into company, i: 112. i. 54. 360. 

- Should not be brought much into the company of men till feven- 

teen, 377. Not neceffarily in love at fixteen, 1.330. Proper 

treatment of them when they approach the age of puberty, 

1. 320 to 325. 329. 332. 334- Ba Sane Us 

Breakfaf, what kind belt for children, 1.3. 8. ல 

Brotheriy-love,; by what means cherjfhed; 1. 270. 277. li, §2. 109: 

* Often extinguifhed by the imprudence of parents and tutors, 

1, 270:274. 277: 278. li. 52 2 3 

Brothers, thofe brought up at {chool have ftronger and better af- 

fe&ions for each other than thofe brought up at home, ii. 51- 

Where a ftriking difference appears in their abilities, they fhould 

not be fent to the fame fchool, 11.70. : 

Brothers and fifters, as much equality as pofible fhould be preferved 

betiveen them, i. 166. “Should be brought up together, 11. 109. 
j 

Ce 

Cantour, Should be fhown to the indifcretions of youth, i. 208. 

ii. 353. 362. 374: பட ட்‌ 
Capacity, Where a real deficiency appears, children fhould not be 

taught grammar, languages, &c. i. 167. How habits of induftry 

may be cultivated in children of this defcription, ibid. 2 

Card=playing, in what refpeéts defirable, 1. 225. Children or young 

people fhould never be permitted to play for money or any 

ftake, ibid. Young people of cultivated minds will feldom de- 

vote much time to this idle amufement, ibid. 

Carelefjn/s, in children, how corrected, i. 187. 1.125. 

Carving, deferves attention as it occurs at leaft once every day, — 

i. 307. Parents ftrangely negligent in not teaching their chil 

dren this art, ibid, n. ்‌ 

Cafile-building, nota fign of aétivity, but of a flagnation of thought, - 

1.18. Produces melancholy, ibid. ‘This habit deferves atten- 

tion, ibid. ao ee 
Catches and gizes, the molt pleafing-of all mufic ii. 319. Should 

be fung without accompaniments, 328. - 
Catechifms, not fit for children, ii. 9. 11.25. 384. 

_ Cenforioufnefs, thould not be encouraged in young people, 1. 243... 
280.204. 176s, 

Cc4 Cénfure,



IN DEX. 
Ceifure, when juft, mult not always be proclaimed, i. 286. 204. 

Should be fubdued by good-nature, i. 287. 3% 178. பட்டது 
Chapter of kings, Song of, recommended for teaching hiftory, ii. 240, _ 
Charity, Young people fhould confider a certain portion of their 
“time and income as facred to the poor, 249, 260.279. Dif- 
ferent modes propofed, 264. 268. 274. And felf denial infepa- 
rable, 281. Objeéts of charity fhould not often be prefented to 
children, 272. ie Kee. 

Charity, aés of, fhould not be exa&ted from little children, i, 244 
263. Mutt never be performed in the expectation of a reward 
268, 276. ்‌ ்‌ 

Chaftity, ‘by what treatment young men may be induced to preferve 
it, i. 321. 325. 328. 329. 332. 334. Prefervation of it will 
enfure health, itrength, courage, virtue, &c. 323. 328. Is only* 

_defpifed: when deflroyed, 223. Muit be founded on modefty 
and not on worldly prudence, 336. Indifpenfable in virtuous 
charaéters of either fex, 329. ii. 111: ‘ 

Chemifiry, particularly fuited to women, ii. 269. How. taught, 
272. க 

(00-ம்‌ g food well, conducive to health, i. 3, and n. 
Chiding, fee Paffionate chiding. 
Childhood, defigned for bodily exercifes not for ftudy and gréat 

mental exertions, 1. 36,157. Follies and playfulnefs of, fhould 
not be punifhed, i.84.116. 176. Simplicity of, fhould be pre- 
ferved, 1. 215. 309. 319. ii. 323. f 2 

Children, fhould never fit on the damp ground or drink cold liquor 
when hot, i, 2.22. Should not be hurried at their meals, 31 
When little, fhonld not be obliged+to remain quiet when they 
with to move, or walk when they with to fit fill, 12. 13.20. 30. 
51. When really ill, fome perfon of {kill fhould be confulted, 5- 
20. Should not be reftrained in the choice or quantity of food, 
13. 24.54. Should not be humoured when ill, 13. Should be 
accultomed to heat and cold, 2. 19. 33. 54. 79. In health fhonld 
run about, an hour before they are drefled, 26. Should be per- 
mitted to walle about, while learning their leffons, 30. Imitate all 
they fee, 57. 58- 67.165. Should not be permitted to com- 
mand, 101. 103. Should be accuftomed to affociate with chil- 
dren of their own age, 7592 221. 11.46. 50:51. 642 Should 
not carry heavy weights on their heads,i.29. Should have 
backs to their chairs, 28. Should not be fuffered to lie in bed 
after they are awake, 49. 327. Should not be teazed while 
under the influence of morbid fenfibility, 52. Should be taught 
not to conceal any indifpofition, 57. Should be allowed more 
perfonal liberty, and lefs authority over others, 100. 150. 347- 
Should be accuftomed to fubmit to neceffity without murmuring, 
ro4.148. Should treat all thofe engaged in their education not 
only with attention but refpe&t, 1:4. Should be accuftomed to 
ftudy and application, as no uwleful knowledge can be obtained 
without labour, 96. 110, 121. 125. 127. 131-147. 153. li 196- 
Should be confulted on the degree of exercife they are able to 
bear, 27.51. When little, fhould not be encouraged to talk much, 
rol. 193. 290. Should not be prohibited'from afking for an 
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thing at table, 106. Should not be fapplied with anfwers to 

queftions pet to them by others, 160. - Soon learn to diftinguifh 

between what is reafonable and ‘unreafonable, 175. Should be 

accuftomed to the deviations of children as introductory to an ace 

‘guaintance with human manners, il. 50.55. Should decide for 

themfelves on every fubjeét interefting to childhood, 375. 

Choice, mifchief of accuftoming children to be entirely guided in 

it by the opinion of others, i. 217. ii. 375. Children fhould be 

accuftomed to have achoice about every trifle interefting to child- , 

hood, ibid. Children fhould be obliged to abide by their own 

choice; ibid. Obtaining their choice fhould not be treated asa 

matter of triumph, ibid. 
Chrifianity, The firft ufe we fhould make of a child?s reafon is to 

teach him the knowledge of God and the truths of Chriftianity, 

ii. 3.13.22. An indifpenfabile part of education, 5. 13.19.2F. 

How it fhould be taught, 9. 14. 20. 22. 29. Should be taught 

in its native fimplicity and purity, 31. Evidences of-it fhould 

be explained to young people, 9. 21. 31. 

Chromatic feale, advantage of practifing it in finging, ii.319.  * 

Chronology, different ways of teaching it, il. 233. 235. 238. 344. 

251. Much knowledge of it cannot be obtained ull after a 

courfe of hiftory has been read, 235. When reduced to difcon- 

neéted dates, cannot faften itfelf on the underftanding, 241. 

—and geography the two eyes of hiftory, 233. ” 

Circumffances, will have more influence on the character of chil- 

dren then pofitive inftruétion, i. 67. 138. 
Cities, morals of, generally corrupt, 11. 87.334. . 

‘ivility, fhould be early implanted in the minds of children, 1. 

300. 303. We fhould treat our friends with civility even though 

we do it in an awkward manner, 310.—and politenefs thould 

be habitually obferved between different members of a family, 

+ 

10. : 
Claffification, teaches young people to generalize their ideas, ii. 265. 

275. Children fhould be accuftomed to it, 265. 275. 

Cleanlinefs, promotes health, i. 33. 49- Seldom {een in any great 
degree, unlefs the foul is attive, 334. Should be attended to in 
drefs, ii. 342. 344.346, One of the principal duties of women, 
87. May be reckoned among the inferiour virtues, 347. 

Clothing of children, should not be too warm winter or fummer, i. 1. 

26. 54. Should not be the fame winter and fummer, 34 and n. 
Should not be the fame winter and fummer during the firit and 
fecond years of life, 54. Need not be changed with every 
change of feafon after they are two years old, ibid. 

Colouring prints, a lucrative employment for women, il. 293. 
Comedies of Terence, improper for boys, 11 1922 264 
Commendations, when children deferve them they fhould receive 

them in the prefence of others, i. 289. This fentiment oppofed, 
289, n. Seldom defitable, even if beftowed with impartiality, 299- 

Commerce, young people fhould have fome knowledge of the laws 
Of itd 2௮ம்‌ 2222572295 - ்‌ 

Companions, vicious, very dangerous, i, 315. 327. ii. 40, 364. 368. 
373) ; 

} 

Compaffion,
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Compafion, muft not be expe@ed in little children, i: 263. 292; 
How cultivated, 263. 267.270. Children fhould be taught it 
toward animals, 272. If not fhown to children when hurt, it. 
may harden their hearts, 248, n. 255. : or eat 

Compendiums, ufeful in teaching the firft rudiments of fcience, ii. 
212. : Too much ufed in female education, 223.- நல 

Competitions, danger of its fpoiling the difpotition, i. 245. 2612 
269. 270. 273. 274: 277. ii. 52. 322. ‘ ; : 

Compliments, unmeaning ones fhould be avojded in the prefence of 
children, 1.60. 312. Harmlefs, when not meant to deceive, 
238. 

Cae very difgufting in children ahd young people, i, 291. 
296. 297. Often produced by the great attention paid to 
lively children, 290, Often the effect of the great pains be- 

‘ fiowed on their education, 140. 291. i. 227. 362. Beft cor. — 
rected by the ridicule of their companions, i. 293. 299. ii. 362. 
If too much reftrained may produce the affectation of humility 
which is ftill more difgufting, t.299. Often the effet of pri- 

“ vate education frour the child’s having no one to compare him= 
{elf with, 11. 38. 45. 53. 55. 

Condifeenfion, fee Affability. 
Confeffiors, fhould not thield children from punifhment when guilty 

of ferious faults, i. 185. Should not be extorted from chil- 
dren, 229. 233. 236. 239. ae 

Confidence, of children, cannot be gained without conciliating their 
efteem and affection, i. 62. Deftroyed by aufterity and fre- 
quent cenfure, 116. 184. Parents fhould endeavour to gain the 
confidence of their children, 110. 115. ii. 353. Children fhould. 
be fo treated 229. 374. Confirms integrity, 222. Advantage 
of infpiring children with it before they are fent to fchool, 
li. 61. 

Confidence, breach of, fhould be treated with contempt, i. 230. 235. « 
Confinement, hurtful to children, i. 30. 145.156. 222. hi. 48. 
Conquerors and heroes, their bad aétions fhould not be held 0 p to ad= 

Miration, 1. 240. ii. 231. 3 
Confeience, mult not be trufted to very early in education, 1. 189- 

Muft not be depended wpon unlefs accompanied by religion, 
11. 15. * 

Confiftency, between principles and “ations very important in edu- 
cation, i. 62, 71,139. 240. 

Confiellations, “knowledge of them not neceffary, ii. 252. Study of 

them a pleafing amufement for young people, ibid. How they 

may be learned, 253. 

(6282722702, 04 children often rnined by cockering and rendernefs, 
1.1.13. Advantages of a good one, 14. 15. 35.78. Children 
fhould be acquainted with the nature of their, 19s Of children 
injured by being pinched in their food, “20. 24. 31- 
children often ruined by carly mental exertions, 157. 209 
ii. 47-. Of young women ruined by fcanty diet and confine- 
ment, i. 24, 27.11. 105. Of young women hurt by ¢lofe confine- 
ment to needlework, fi, 105. Of boys ruined by early de- 

i bauchery
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bauchery at {chool, ii. 55. 371. Of boys injured by confining 
them to bafinefs at too early an age, 377. ce 

Contempt of the world, dangerous in young people, i. 290. ii. 347. 
Contention, fpirit' of, only fit for mean illiterate fouls, i. 283. 

Poifons the general fources of focial happinefs, 296. 
Contentions, among children, moré eafily prevented than remedied, 

ர்‌, தூர. Should be fettled among themfelves, 126. 
Controverfy, parents ‘and tutors fhould rather fhun than invite fab- 
jects of, i. 133. J 

Converfution often improper for children and young people, i. 73. 
Has more influence on the charaéters of children than formal 
precept, 138. When improper for children they thould be fent 
into another room, 148. Better than books for inftru@ing 
children, 115. 196. Compared to the rays of the fun, ibid. 
When worth remembering, young people fhould be required 
to relate the moft ftriking parts, 201, Chief objeét of, too 
often victory not information, 296. Rules to be obferved, in 
it, 284. 292. 305. 311. Parents should endeavour to render their 
converfation interefting to children, 115. த்‌ 

Conviciion, produced on young minds oftener by experience than 
precept, i. 168. ல்‌ Ya 

Copies for writing, what fort moft defirable, ii. 142. 253. 254. 
258. தட 
ர how to infpire girls with the utmoft deteftation of it, ii, - 

70௦. 110, Difgufting in childhood, 323. ட்‌ 
Cerals, harcen 002 தயய9, 1, 10. Sticks of bifewit ௦1 1160:106 2000 - 

-fubftitutes, ibid. > : 
“Corporal faculties, fhould be improved as well as the mental ones, 

1, 36. : 
த Jefs neceflary than it is fuppofed to be, i. 84. 191. 
Should not be employed to check the playfulnefs of childhood, 
84. 110.176. 191. When fharp often produces difcouragement, 
180. Rules for adminiftering it when neceflary, 64. 95.110. 
177- 180. 182.183. 184.187. Parents and tutors muit never 
correét while in.a paffion, 64. 177. 179. 

Cofmography, how taught, 1.245... - 
Coffivenc/s, how cured or prevented, i. 4. 8. ்‌ 
Counting, children fhould learn it by figns and realities at the fame 

time, ii. 296. 257. 258: 
Courage, how cultivated in childten, i. 241. 248. 255. 258. 
‘Covetoujnefs, a frightful temper in children, ii, 356. How it_may 

be checked, 356. 364. ; 
Crates the philefopher’s exhortation to parents, ii. 39. : 
Crookedng/s, how cured, i. 6. 56, How prevented, 28, 56. 314. 

ii. 305. Oftem produced by the awkward poftures in which girls 
fit at needlework, 104. Often produced by the pains that are 

_ taken to preventit, ii. 98. 
Crooked legs, how cured, i. 6. , 
Crying, habits of, how cured or prevented, i. 101. 109. 148. 248. 

| 249.255. \ 
Cunning, in children, muft never be applauded, i. 226, Ought to 

be immediately checked, 227. 

1 

ஆ 

Curbing
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Curbing children too much hurtful, i. 84. — ஸல்‌ டச்‌ 
Curiofity, in children an appetite for knowledge which ought to be 

encouraged, i. 191. 192. 193. 196. When it leads them to afk 
what they fhould not know, they fhould be told fo plainly with- 
out ufing deceit or evafion; 192. 317. 335. Method of check- 
ing it when turned to improper objects, 197. Improper curiofity 
often excited by modeft trauds, 317. 335: Excited by expung- 
ing paflages out of books, 11. 225. 227. ்‌ 

sD, 
Dancing, conducive to health, i. 22. ii, 30%. 316. One of the 

beft amufements for children, i, 225. i1.316. Chief ufe of it 
3s to teach gracefulnefs and elegance, ii. 302. 303. 306. 311. 
316. Great excellence in it not defirable, ii. 302. 303. 320. 

_ Indifpenfable in the education of a gentlewoman, 310. Danger- 
ous for young people of lower rank, 305. 

Daencing-mafters, not capable of correcting deformities, as they are 
_ not bound to underftand anatomy and metaphyfics, i. 315. 
Should not be employed to teach young ladies, ii. 86. 321. 

Dancing on the tight rope, recommended to prevent young people 
_ from being giddy when climbing high places, i. 27. ~ Subftitutes 

propofed, i. 40. 224. ்‌ 
Dangers, children fhould be made acquainted with them, and taught 

how to avoid them, i. 156. ’ 
Dark, children fhould be accufiomed to it, i. 11. 2௦9. Games in 

the dark recommended, ibid; 8 ்‌ 
Debauchery, horrors of it, i. 323.328. Means of infpiring young 

men with difguft for it, 324. 328. arly, habits of it ruin the 
conititution, 323. 328. 338. ii. 45.53. 371. 

Deceit, muft never be ufed before children, 1,226. 235. Children 
often learn it of their parents, ibid, 

Decency, how it fhould be taught children, i. 319. 
Decifive fpirit, that refts on itfelf, one of the moft important quali- 

ties in women, ii. 96. Should be cultivated in children by ac- 
‘cufloming them to decide for themfelves and know their own 
minds, 375. ; | 

Declaiming and reciting fele& paffages in profe and verfe, One day 
in the week fhould be appointed for this purpofe in the education 
of boys, ii. 43. 173.177. Subjeéts fhould be chofen that are 
really interefting to boys, 44. 159.’ Boys fhould not {peak their 
own compofitions, as fine writing contributes greatly to a good 
utterance, 173. Plays fhould not be permitted, 43. 157. 160- 
174. 177- What kind of compofitions fhould be fubftituted in- 
flead of plays, 44. 157. 173.177. An important part of edu- 
cation, 157.173. 186. 193. Young men fhould occafionally 
practife it when alone, 21 8 | 

Définition of words, thould be taught girls as well as boys, ii. 189- 
_ 192. An important branch of education, 189. 
Deformity, fee Crockedue/s. 
Deis, moft of them have been educated as Chriftians, ii. 28. 

Falfely imagine they fhould have entertained the fame ideas 
: natura
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natural religion and a future flate without the affiftance of chrif-’ 
tianity,29, ie e4.8- 

Déjedion of fpirits, bad effects of it, 1. 84. 173. 292. Often the effet 
of feverity, 95. Often the effect of private education, ii. 3%, _ 
Often produced by fixing an odium on children in early life, and 
deciding that cunning is the charatteriftic of one child and 
caprice of another, &c. i. 151. 

Delicacy, children foon fee through the affectation of it, i. 316. 335, 
Confifts in purity of mind, 334. “Want of it in women hurts the 
morals of men, 329. ii. 111. Genuine delicacy the ouly vir- 
tuous fupport of chaftity, i. 334, Female, falfe ideas of it, 
11. நர, ை ட 3 ks 

க்க children fhould be kept ina ftate of, i. 110. Of body, 
produces dependence of mind, i. 27. ee 

Depravity, children not naturally depraved, i. roo; 128. 232.- 
0 

றக and inclinations, an entire command over them the founda~. 
tion of virtue and happinefs, i, $2. 170. 174. Children fhould 
not be always indulged in them, 82. 86. 98. : 

Defpondency, produced by children’ finding themfelves excelled by 
all their companions, i. 274. Often produced by rating’ children 
too low, 292. Often occafioned by bringing up young people 
with high expectations that cannot be realifed, 11. 99. 369. 

Devotional feelings, (110014 be impreffed in early life, ii. 15. 17. 
384. Supreme among human enjoyments, ௩0. 

DiGation, advantages of accultoming children to write from, i. 167. 
ii. 180. 204. Children fhould diétate their leffons to others to 
prevent fpoiling their hand-writing, 180. 2586 2 

Diet, of children fhould. be plain:and fimple, i.2.9.54. Great 
"attention toit not neceffary for healthy children, 13. 20. 34. 164. 

Attention to it neceflary, 19. Great uniformity of, hurtful, 34, 
and n. Inclinations of children in this refpeé fhould be attend- 
ed to, 99. The ftricteft attention to it neceflary when children 
are ill, 165. : i 

Difiaence, when extreme, often produces defpondency, i. 274.— 
" ‘and modefty particularly pleafing in youth, 284. 291. 294. A 

mark of fenfibility, 313. ‘The difident fhould be encouraged 
by every kind-hearted perfon, Siig. 

Diftrimingtion of charaéers, infeparable from underftanding and 
‘virtue, 1.286. Young people fhould be permitted to difcrimi- 
nate provided they only declare they opinions to their parents, 
&c. 226. 294. =the he 

Dijeafés, of children, generally acute, i, 20, When children are 
taken ill a phyfician thould be called in, 5. 20. Thofe occafioned 

_ by repletion eaiily removed, thofe by inanition feldom or never, 
பல்‌ ்‌ 

Difgrace, when it is neceffary to be infli€ted the whole family 
fhould appear tobe of one mind, i. 64. 181, Danger of making 
frequent ufe of this kind of punifhment, 188. 

Difobedience and ingratitude, molt commonly occafioned by the folly 
and.vice of parental conduct, i. 72, - 

ம “ii ; een Difplay,
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Dijplay, young women fhould not be taught to confider all their 
acquireménts as only intended for difplay, ii 119. 124. 129, 
322. 381. Appears to betthe chief object:in fafhionable educa. 
Hon, 1.126.157. i. 11g ede 1286 vn 

Difplesfure of parents, the belt punifhment for children, i. 81. 174. 
182. 183. Should only be fhown on important occafions, 174, 
When once declared fhould not be prefently laid afide, 174. 
Mouft never be unjuft or too great for the occafion, 183. 

Difputes, when they arife among children the parents or tutors 
fhould not become parties, i. 126. “hes : 

Difputing, habit of, fhould be difcouraged in young people, i, 285. 
i. 178. Chief end of it fhould be trath not viétory, i. 285, 
ii, 178. 187. rs a 

Diffimulation, often the effet of timidity and falfe fhame, i, 226, 
ட்‌ 240. Different from the eftablifhed forms of politenefs, 

238. இ 
Diffpation, female, will decline in proportion athe cuftom prevails 

of mothers educating their, daughters, ii. 57. Danger of ac- 
cuftoming children to it, i. 60. it, 42. 62. 65. ls 

Diverfions, a&tive and manly recommended, 1. 215. ii. 48. Se: 
¢dentary of no ufe but to confume time, i.215. 218. . Aftive 
particularly neceflary for thofe whofe bufinefs confines them 
within doors, 21. > i 

Dolls, recommended, i.. 214,220. 222  Ufefal in forming the 
talte of girls with regard to drefs, ii, 350. 

Domeflic accomphifbments, what, ii, &9. : 
Domeflic economy, young women too apt to confider it beneath their 

notice, ji. 75. 78. 106. 114. All women fhould endeavour to 
acquire a knowledge of it, 89.96. 102. 106. Well-educated 
women will hold it inthe higheft refpect, 118, Knowledge of 
it how acquired, 114. 120. 122, Perhaps the only temporal 
bufinefs affigned women by providence, 107. Pre-eminently 
ufeful, 121. Mothers fhould inftru& their daughters in it be- 

tween the ages of twelve and feventeen, 114, n. Can only be 
learned of a mother or female friend, 114, n. 

இதி life, can only be truly loved. by thofe who have enjoyet 
the {weets of it from their infancy, ii, 86. By whom preferre 
119. 

Domeftic pleafures, {uperiour to. public amufements, ii. 85. 118- 
Drawing, great ufe of it, i. 107. ii, 280, 282. 285. 286. 292 

Should be merely confidered as a domeftic amafement, 124 
285. 297.' May be taught by an intelligent mother, 30 
Should be learned without a malter, 282. Mutt be learned wit 
a matter,, 286. 293. . Contributes: to form the tafte, 285. Chil- 
dren diflike it from a wrong method being purfued in reaching 
it, 294, 297, and n. Different modes of learning it, 69- 282, 
284. 286. 290. 291. 294 to 296. 207 to 301.- Greater decep- 
tion ufed in teaching this art than almoft any other, 69. 294- 

Drawing from nature, the mot important branch of drawing, how 
learned, 288. 290. 300, : Sener: : ்‌ 

Dréefs, palit neatnefs in it would do much toward the ட்‌
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“ment of purity of manners, i. 336. Conneéted with morality, 
336. ii. 340. 346. Of young people fhould if poffible be in the 
fame ftyle as that of their companions, 350. Should be like that 
of the reafonable people of the age, 343. Parents fhould teach 
their children to drefs with tafte and judgment, 350. Pains’ 
taken to infpire young people with contempt for, generally 
nfelefs, ibid. Fondnefs for, how correéted, 351. Should not 
engro(s too much of the time or thoughts, 345. 346. 349. Should 
be “adapted to our ftation in life, 389: 340. 348: 347: Some at- 
tention to; defirable, 94. 341. 344. 345. 346. 349. Singularity 
in, not defirable, 342. 343. 345. 346. 347. 348. Habitual neat- 
nefs defirable, whether alone or in company, 343. 344. 346. 
The world are apt to judge of the character and difpofition by~ 
the ftyle of, 344, 345- 347+ 350 Immodefty in, fhould not be 

“permitted, 339. 342, Simplicity and neatnefs faperiour to 
- finery, 338. 341. 345. 348. Time fpent on it fhould not en- 
croach on thofe hours that fhould be devoted to. exercife and the 
improvement of the mind, 94. 345. ௩ 

Drink, what fort is beft or children, i ரகர 21. 31. ’ Strong drink 
highly improper, 4. 7. 21. 31. 54. வ்‌ 

Dumb-bells, thoald be very light if nfed-at all சலட்‌ 
Duffek’s inftrudtions for fogering, recommended, ii. 324. 
Duties, fulfilment of them promotes our happinefs, ii. 83. 
Puty, a little child fhould not be told of ட and obligation, 

ல்‌ 

& 

Early abilities, feldom of long continuance, i. 78. Often make 
children fools or pedants, 262. 

Early imprefions, in favour of religion, importance of them, i 1ம்‌, Sp 
ராறு: 222 29- 

Early maturity of mind, borders on difeafe, i. 159. 
Early mental exertions, bad effects attending them, i. 36. ர 160. 

.208. Are often the grave of health and talents, 36.209. A 
crime againft nature, 157. . ்‌ 

Early ர்த்து. advantages of, 1. 15. 23. Habits of, how ac- 
quired, 16, 23. ்‌ 

Lating, if children are not reftrained in it they will feldom eat 
too much, i.'9. 34. Treatment of thofe who eat too much, 9- 

_ Children fhould eat and drink at pleafure, 13. 24. 34. 54. 
Economy, young people fhould be accuftomed to hear the principles 

of it difcufled by fenfible, but.not morofe-or old-fathion people, 
i. 373. Without it, ’tis impofiible to be generous, i'267. il. 

78. MWiuoft not degenerate into avarice, 78..118. / ர அபா. 
quelification in women, 93. 96. 125. ee 

Education, a brilliant and tho: wy one widely different from a good 
one, 1.118. Chief end of it fhouid be to open the mind ‘to all 
forts of knowledge, 1, OG. 97. 121. 122. 125. 130, 309. ‘Epue 
fecret of it what, 84. Should be fuited to the ட்ட of pa- 

rents and not to their rank in life, ii. 250, A folidly ufeful ௦06 ' 

ட to a fhowy one, 359: A good one, what, i, 117. 142. 
Ik. 121,
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ii. 121. 365. A judicious one, what, 1,131. A good one every 

day capable of improvement, ii, 359. Fathionable, what, i. 126. 

Superiour often produces pride and felf-conceit, il. 362. ‘That of 

circumftances more powerful than pofitive inftrugtion, i. 138. 

Great pains beftowed on it often ufelefs, 143. Too much gene- 

rally expected from it, 141. Difference between education and 

the improvement of the mind afterwards, 97. il, 63. 352. Chief 

dificalties of it arife from the immorality of parents and the in- 

tercourfe with fervants, i. 66. 135. 163, 339- ii.37- Reafon 

why the general obje& of it is fo feldom obtained, 1.123. Of 

young children fhould confift entirely in example, 74. Prin- 

cipal rules to be obferved in it, 84. 92. 94- 107. 113. 131. 

Early, of boys and girls fhould be fimilar, 1,109,196. 

Education of boys, in what refpects private is fuperiour to public, 

fi, 34. 35. 52 60. 66. Objeétions to private confidered, 38. 

40. 45- 49-53-54. 95-. In what cafes private’ moft defirable, : 

43. 44.50. In what refpects public is fuperiour to private, 

34. 49. 54. Objections to public confidered, 35, 45- 53- 1 

- what cafes public moft defirable, 43, 46.60, Whether public 

er private, fhould be determined by the fituation of parents, 35. 

432 69. Different plans of, propofed; 41. 45. 50. 54. 378- ௧ 

Education of girls, too much directed to the care of the perfon and 

external accomplifhments, ii, 98- 105. 109. 119, 381. Too 

much direéted to the cultivation of the memory and the imita= 

tive faculties, 196. Superficial education of girls furnifhes 

women with a low ftandard of intelle€tual excellence, 129. To 

what objects it fhould be chiefly directed, 77. 79. 84. 89, 92-99. 

103. 104. 106. 112. 122. 128. 147. 266. In what cafes private 

is impraéticable or improper, 57. 70. 71- 

Elegance, {ee Gracefulne/s. : 

Eloquence, in perfons who do not poffefs good underftandings, apt 

to render them pedantic and ridiculous, il. 171. 

Employments, different ones propofed, i. 21. 38. 159. 166. Stated 

hours for employment contribute to the happinefs of children, © 

121. 166. ii. 65. 69. 
Emulation, often produces envy and jealoufy, i. 245. 269. 279. 273: 

Never avail yourfelf of this dangerous Rimulus, 256. 273+ Should , 

be ufed as little as poflible, 252. Drs Johnfon’s opinion: of it, 

274. Often puts life and induftry into young lads, ii. 34. Often 

excites girls of fpirit to exertions which impair their health, 

122725 
Encouragement, recommended as of great ufe in education, 1 79: 88. 

94. 96. 146, 200, 20%. 11, 193. Particularly neceflary for timid 

children, 1.94. 146. 200. 205. : : 

Encyclopedia, of great ufe in education, il. 219. Should only be 

referred to when information on any fubjeét is wanted, ibic- 

Several families might aflociate together to purchafe it, ibid: 

Many parts improper for young people, ibid. n. : 

Englifo, 2 complete knowledge of it may be acquired without 

Yearning Latin, ii, 357. An accurate knowledge of it can ட
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‘bé obtained without fome knowledge of Latin, 169.195. A 
‘Correct knowledge of it, much more ufeful than any foreign 
languages, 164. 166. 170. 172. “A critical knowledge of it 
fhould be confidered as an important objeét in the education of 

both fexes, 195. Beit method of learning it, 158.167. 172. 

204. ; 
தர்க்க, do not open their mouths enoagh to grace a fouthern 

“tongue, il. 136. : ன்‌ ட்‌ att) 

Engraving, a lucrative employment for women, ii. 293, 

Ennui, often produced by want of folid information or rational 

purfuits, ii. 75.278. May be removed by taking up {ome new 

itudy, 278. Piet pe 

Enwy, among children, fhould not be excited by the imprudence of 

parents, i. 256, Often’ excited by the fpirit of emulation and 

__rivalfhip, 245. 269. 270. 273. : : 
Epitemes, {ee Abridgments. , ்‌ 

Equality, thould be preferved among brothers and fifters, i. 166. 

Equivocation, all who are governed by any fpecies of fear are dif- 

pofed to it, i. 236. 239. 5 4 

Errours, parents and tutors fhould acknowledge them to their 

pupils, 1.59. 133-195. 325- ete 
Bflablibing young men in bufine/s, bad confequences of miftaking their 

genius and abilities, ii. 357. Parents fhould be guided in the 

choice of a bufinefs or profeffion for their fons by their for- 

tunes, and not by their rank and ftation in life, 359. Remarks 

OM it, 357+ 359: 365. 377+. ; 
Eftimates of expenfes, young people fhould be accuftomed to form 

them, that they may underitand how to lay out money, il. 374. 

Evafive anfwers, if ufed to children, will deftroy confidence in their 
inftructors, il, 30. ப்‌ 

Ewoluticn, periods of, what, i.g1. Children more than ufually de- 

bilitated and irritable at thefe periods, and require greater in- 

dulgence, 52: Proper treatment of them, ibid. , 

Exaéin fs in accounts, recommended among relations, ii. 374. 

Example, importance of it on trivial as well as important occafions, 

i575 0. 63.67. 74. il. 36.37- You fhould do nothing before 

your child which you would not have him imitate, 1. 57. 58. Cn 

63.64.66. More powerful than direét precept, 73. 137. 139. 

142. You fhould fet an example of the virtues you require in 

ethers, 71. 72. Importance of it in teaching children religion, 

ii, 11.45. 17. Young men fhould be cautioned againft the ef- 

feGs of ijl-example, 364. 

Ex-ellence, Young people thould be infpired with the love of excel- 

Tence, but not of excelling, i251. “This fubject demands the 

atmoft vigilance and attention, 252. A‘ love of, the great in- 

centive to all the virtues and all valuable accomplithments, 25 3. 

Different effeéts produced by the love of excellence and the 

‘defire of excelling, ibid. . ்‌ 0 ்‌ : 

Excelling, delire of, if it cannot be entirely ayoided in education . 

fhould be ufed as.fparingly as pofigle, 1, 70. 292° Bad confe- 

quences of it, 253. 
வார! இல Execution,
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». Executicn, in mufic, inferiour to expreffion, il. 315. Great execu- 
- \ tion uot defirable in private performers, 320. Often not plea- 

உற்ற தவ ட | Figs tonic gras ue 
E2eraje, to deprive children of it is to deprive them of health and — 

" every pleafure of life, i. 13. 26. 151. Contributes to keep up 

the vigour of the mental faculties, 1,6. Within doors, not fuffi- 
cient for young people, 21. Advantages of it, 215. 218. 219, 
‘Particularly neceflary for girls, 11. 26. 32.220. il. 105.114. No 

__. grown perfon, whatever his office, fhould {pend lefs than three \ 

“. hours a day in bodily exercife, i. 37. [See alfo, Gymuaftics.] | 
Exercife of the firfes, of the higheit utility, 1.44. Different modes 
 propoled, 45, 46, 47.209. Children fhould not be interrupted 

-.. when difpofed to exercife them, 146. 
Expedation of future pleafures, fee Anticipation tf, &c. - 
Experience, {uperiour to precept, i. 57. 111. 124.146. 156. 167 

Sto 172 .cdl. 372. ்‌ =.) eos 
Experimental philofophy, very entertaining to young people, i. 

i 267. 270.” Should be relerved for the amufement of youth, 
279. Particularly adapted to gentlemen of Jeifure and fortune, 
86. 

Extravagance, young men more difpofed to it than young women, 
fiom being expofed to greater temptations, 1. 373. > 

_ Byes, if weak, how cured, 1.6. 

Bas 

Fables, not fit for children, ii.212. At what time defirable, 363. 
The impertinent morals at the end ufelefs, 363. ; 

Fables of la Fontain:, improper for children, i. 113. 262, ii. 212- 
Sioa 

Faljebood, fee Lyng. : த 
Fale principles, danger of infiilling them into young people, 1. 
202. 1. 16 ae 

_ Fame, early, dangers attending it, 1. 300. ட்‌ 
Familiariiy, between parents and children, defirable, i, 115. 128. 

li. 44. 353- Still more fo between tutors and pupils, 1.93- 1: 
353- With fervants, improper, i. 165. 345. 

Fany-works, chief obje&ions to them, ii. 99, 0. 105. 113: Apt 
to fpoil the tafte of young ladies by the little attention paid (0 
peripective, fhading, &c. 99, n. Great deceit ufed in teaching 
them at fchools, ibid. Some knowledge of them defirable, 100 

Fafhion, mutt be followed fo far as to avoid fingularity, ii. 3429 
343. 345, 966, 347, 348... When immodeft, fhould not be com- 
plied with, 339. 342. Ivis fometimes eligible to indulge yours 
men in running into its extremes, 351. 

Fafting, extremely hurtful to children and young people, 1- 21 
Fathers, fhould not ridicule the female fex before their fons, 1- 75 

Should inftru€t their fons in the rales of good breeding, 308: 
Should fix in their fons a tender regard to the fair fex, 315. 
330. Should never utter an indecent word or commit an bre 

. : ன்‌ ல்‌ உம்‌
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agtion before their children, 316. 333. Few have time to ‘in- 

firu€ their children, ii. 47. 66. Should talk familiarly with 

their fons, and confult them about their concerns; 352. 373. 

~ Should remember they themfelves were young, and make allow- 

ance for the follies of youth, 353. 373. : 

Favourites, parents fhould never appear to have any among their 
children, i. $1. 242. 254. 269. 271. 

- Faults, parents and tutors fhould acknowledge their faults to their 

pupils, i. 59. 133-143-190. 195. 325. Children often con- 

firmed in them by the imprudence of parents, 151. Of child- 

hood, fhould be forgiven unlefs they arife from a bad difpofition, 

176.178. Do not tell children of many at one time, 177. 180. 

Never laugh*at the faults of children, 186. Never tell a child 

of them without infru@ing him how to correct them, 377. 

Never reprefent them as unpardonable, or deprive children of the 

hope of correcting them, 73. 93- 180. 181. 189. Children 

fhould be fuffered to commit them, as thofe who never etr will 

never learn to do right, il, 79. 246. Young people fhould be 

warned againft them, but when once committed, they fhould not 

be reproached, 343. 376. 5 
Fear, love rather than fear fhould be the root of obedience, i. 82. 

99. Bad effets of, $7. 92. 99. 128. 144. 154. It-is impofiible 

to draw a fair and regular character on a trembling mind, 88. 
Often occafions lying and diffimulation, 178. 226. 236. A due 
mixture of love and fear conftitutes reverence and awe, 112. 

184. If children do not fear thofe on whom they depend, they 
will defpife inftead of loving them, 184. ரய 

Fears of children, how they may be overcome, 1.255. 274. Often: 
produced by the folly of mothers and nurfes, 154. 

Feeling, fee Fine-feelings. i 
Feet, wetting them often fatal to thofe who are bred delicately, 

j. r. Children fhould be accuftomed to wet them, 2. Should 

not be pinched by tight fhoes, 14. 23. i ச. 

Feet-ftocks, bad confequences attending them, i. 28.34.56. A . 
fubftitnte propofed, 56. 

Fine arts, folly of forcing the ftudy of them on young people del- 
- titute of genius, ii. 127.' Great excellence in them often leads 
young men into improper company, 313. 

Finefeelings, often. an excufe. for felfifhnefs, i. 250: 279. 280. 
Should not be encouraged in women, 258.275. Affectation of, 
fhould be difcouraged, 283. : 

க்‌ Fine ladies, folly of parents wilhing to make their daughters fach, 
3 

- Finery, in drefs, fhould be avoided, ii. 338.341. 344. Often covers 
a great deal of dirt, 345. 

Fire, children fhould be taught how to act in cafe of, i. 156. 
Fifeing, a cruel amufement, 1. 27 

_ Flattery, young people often ruined by the foolith flattery of friends 
and fervants, i. 148. 254.°345. ii. 130. How to guard 

-againfl it, 296. ii. 111.362. Should never be permitted from 
fervants, 1.345. ்‌ பட ்‌ 

்‌ ௨௨ Fie, 
<« &-
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Fiefe, fhould be fosborne till children are two or three years old, 
1, 2. Of well-grown animals eafieft of digeftion, 24. 

Food, children thodid be fully fed with nutritive and generous 
food, i. 24. 31. Children fhould not be reftrained in the choice 
or quantity, 13. Prohibitions with refpet to it bad, 9. 34. 164. 

Fop, values himfelf on his drefs, ii..343. A creature almolt below 
contempt, 347. இட ப ல டட த்‌ 

Foreign countries, in which of them it is moft advantageous for a 
young man to travel, ii.331.338. 

Forms or ftools, bad for children or young people who grow very 
‘faft, 1. 28. 

ge 

\ Fortitude, advantages of, 1.241.255. How acquired, 241. 440 
248.255 to 258. 283. 

Free-wil{, children love it from having fuffered from ill-judged 
rellraints, i. 151. Children will not think there is any particu- 
Jar-pleafure in it, unlefs it be mentioned as a matter of triamph, 
1A 75s ; 

Feat. as a living language fhould be irft learned, ii. 139 
Beft learned by converfation, 139. Ufefal for tradefmen of all 
kinds, 159. The acquifition of it occupies too large a place in. 
female education, 164.189. Cannot be difpenfed with in the 
education of gentlewomen, 165. Shou!d be learned gramma- 
tically by girls. 19%. Method of teaching it, 197 to 203. Ob- 

_ jeGtions to the pra@ice of obliging children to fpeak it, 200. 
Speaking it, when proper and how learned, 203. A fubftitute 
for {peaking it propofed, where young people do not learn of 2 
foreigner, ibid. ன்‌ us 

French governeffées,- few mothers would choofe to entruft a - 
daughter to their care, il. 195. 

French-mofters, fhould attend their pupils daily during the firft 
twelve months, ii. 197. : 

Friends, should never be fuffered to give their opinion onthe ma- 
nagement of children when they are prefent, i. 98.148. Chil- 
dren come to riper years fhould look upon their parents as their 
beft friends, 83. ii. 353. 374. Young women fhould be taught 
to reafon on the choice of them, 125. _ Young people fhould-be 
direéted in their choice of, 1.334. 41,368. — 

Friendpip, between parents and children, eftablifhed by confidence, 
Ui. 353: 373- The firlt fentiment of which a young man well 
brought up is capable, i.245. Should be encouraged in young 

people, 245.334. - 
Fruit, in what manner it fhould be eaten by children, i, 4. Cold- 

nefs of it corrected by fugar, 25. 
Furniture; for children’s apartments, fhould be plain and fabftantial, 

i, 104. 

[G. 
. Games, in the dark, recommended, i. 209. Of {cill and dexterity 

recommended, 211. 213. Pavia 
Gerdenirg, a good amuiement for children, i. 214.222. _ An ex- 

cellent employment for Jadies, ii. 113. ; : 
S சோ) 

\
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Geuerofity, in children, does not confift in giving away things for 
which they have no ufe, i. 244.263. Should not be required of 
very young children, 244.263. 282.: Impoffible without econo- 
my, 267. ‘The pains taken to teach it to little children often de- 
feat our purpofe, 282. Beft taught by example, 282. How , 
cultivated, 124. 4 : aes Bee 

Genius, the vulgar idea of it like’ the vulgar doétrine of pre= 
deftination, i.125. Parents fhould take care that what’ they 
teach their children is fuited to their natural genius and conftitu: 
tion, 1. 89. ii. 357. In minds of a fuperiour order the natoral 
genius’ fhould rather be reftrained than impelled, i. 158. 161. 

. Application and indaftry will effect more, ii. 93. A dangeroas ~ 
and ufelefs gift to women, too. $ : 

Geniufes, \t is dangerous for parents to fuppofe their children 
genivfes, i. 125. 152. 271. Generally prone to indolence, 
162. Idlenefs dangerous for, 162. Proper education of, 159. 
161. Should be employed more in bodily than mental exercife, 
159. Romantic girls often fuppofed to be geniufes by their 
ignorant friends, ii. 129. ம்‌ 

Gentlemen of fortune and landed property, frould employ their time 
and talents in counfelling, inftructing, and affiting others, i. 228. 
747. ii. 369. Natural and experimental philofophy eminently 
adapted to them, 264. Sons of, fhould’ learn fome manual trade 
as a recreation, 354. Sons of, fhould learn a manual trade that 
they may be prepared for every reverfe of fortune, 360. Should 
have their fons taught fome art by which they may maintaim 

- themfelves, 365. 
Gentlenefs, recommended, i. 79. 86. 88. 194. 200. ii, 186. 
Geography, fhould be taught early, ii.242. A fit ftady for chil< 

dren, 242. 246. School-boys generally as ignorant of it as 
peafants, 68.248. Studied as well on maps as on a globe,’248. 
A globe preferable to maps for learning it, 250. Ancient and 
modern fhould be learned at the fame time, 247.. Beft learned 
by aétual meafurements, 245 247. Different methods of teache 
ing it, 68. 243. 245. 247-249. ள்‌ : 

Geemeiry, is feldom adapted to the capacities of children, ii. 262. 
For children, fhould anly be the art of feeing, 262. Girls fhould 
learn as much of it as is ne¢eflaty for peripeétive, 267. Should 
‘always form a part of a liberal courfe of ftudies, 274. Should be 
learned before perf{pettive, 298. Method of teaching it to chil-- 
dren, 262. 

Girls, Sufficient attention is not beftowed upon invigorating their 
conftitutions, 1, 32. Confinement particalarly hurtful to them, 
10, 24. 26, 11,108. Should have plenty of amufements and - 

exereife out of doors, i. 2. 10. 26. 32. 33,220. Shauld learn 
to {wim as well as boys, 13. Should learn French grammati- 

cally, ii. 196, Should hear and fee nothing that can flain the 
purity of their minds, i. 326. 333. 335- 337- Should have the 
care of their own clothes, ii. 126.—and boys fhould play together, 
1,26, 32, ii. 108, Generally write englifh better than boys, 

117௨ ்‌ ட Dd3 Glebes,
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Globes, hot preferable to maps for teaching geography, ii. 248. 
Globes preferable to maps for teaching geography,.250. Of 
lath and_plailter propofed for teaching geography to children, 
250. Ufe of it defembed, ibid- - 

Ghattcns, children made fo i reftraints with 5. to eating, 1. 340 
ii. 355. Boys become fo-at fchool, ii. 53. 

Gluttony, the prerogative. of children rather than grown perfons, 
1,283. How cured, 10, 164. 231. 

Goblins, the minds of children fhould be உ from all notions 
of them, u. 2, 

God, The knowledge ¢ of him fhould be early டாட 9 on the minds 
- of children, ii. 1.3.13. 15.17. 26. 28.381. We fhould not be 
too curious in inquiting into his nature and attributes, 2..9. 16.\ 
18. Muft not be reprefented to children as a being whois angry 
with them, 11. 30. 382. The falfe ideas of him formed in child- 
hood may be eafily correéted, 14. 17. ~ Strange de(criptions of 
the Deity implanted in the minds of children will fometimes re- 
main permanent, 9. 382. A pious mother in Switzerland would 
never fuffer her fon to talk of him while little, 10. Different 
methods of explaining the exiflence of God to children, 3. 31 

to 33. 384. 
Geod-breeding, better taught by example than precept, i. 304. 

Good qualities are the {ubftantial riches of the mind, but good- 
oe fets them off, g01.'304. 306. Children fhould not be 

» perplexed aboutit, 301, 302. Young people fhould learn it be- 
fore they mix with the world, 301. 308. ii. 352. Should be : 
practifed on all occafions, i. 303, 3¢4. 310, More important 
than learning, ti. 352, In what it confilts, 1.305, 306. 308. Mutt 
‘be determined by good fenfe, 305, 306. Fathers fhould inftruét 
their fons in the’ rules of it, 308... Young people fhould be 

_ guarded apainft entertaining fo high an idea ‘of its importance as 
to check the flowing civility of the heart, 311. May be met 
with in a good-natured American vera or in a cottage, 308. 
3135 

Good-nature, faperiour to falhicnable manners, i. 301. 302. Young 
people fhould rather wifh to pleafe by their good-nature than 
fhine by their accomplifhments, 296. The principles of it 
fhould be rooted in the minds of children, gol, 302. The ne- 
ceflary ground-work of politenefs, 305. 311. 

Governeffis, private, thould be treated with refpect by parents, i. 58. 
61. Eftablifhment propofed for their education, 11. 48. 56, 
ObjeGions to them, 73, Subilitutes propofed, 73. Moral cha-. 
ratier of greater importance than their abilities, 73. Duties of, 
1.71.75. [See alfo Tutors and Governeffis. | 

Government of children, obferyations on it, 1, 81. 83.90. 92. 93. 
10௦. 104. 110. 112. 120. 129. 133. 151. 194. 

Grace before and after meat, objeétions tot, 1.18. 

Gractfulufs, of oehaviour, confifis in eafy and natural geftures and 

looks, i. 301, 302. Beft acquired by ee 11 ae 311. 316, 
Mr. Burke. 3 definition of If 315. : 

Grammar, 

\
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‘Grammar, ot fit for children, ii. 145.148. 160, Study of it» 
‘when neceflary, 146. 160. 167.172. Chief ufe of it is to im- 
prove the ftyle of thofe who are already acquainted with a Jan< 
guage, 146. 160. 196. Girls fhould be taught the grammar of © 
their native tongue, 148. Should be firft taught in converfa- ~ 
tion, 183. Method of teaching it, 184. — ்‌ ட்‌ 

Grammar-ichoils, not irfor the fons of tradefmen and farmers, t.140. 
Grotitude, watural to man, 1.248. 283. Deftreyed by boafting of 

our fervices and requiring returns for them, 248.268. 278. De- 
ftroyed by not permitting children to fhow their affection to their - 
nurjery-maids and every one who is kind to them, 284. Not to 
be'expetied in very young children, 269. If required of chil- 
dren may produce hypocrily, 278. ~ One of the moft certain but 
laceft rewards parents fhould expect from their pupils, 248. 278. 
Methods of infpirmg young people with it, 248. 268.278." " 

Greek, of great ule to thefe who purlue 1012010106 100185, on account 
of the terms of art borrowed from it, i. 107. Not neceffiry for 
gentlemen who do not profefs to be {cholars, ii. 145. Neceffary 
for Chiiftian miniiters, 169. Of no ufe to tradefmen and ma- 
nufaéturers, 169. “Not fo neceflary now as it was formerly, 
168. How tavght, 45. 154. © SRSA SS கர்‌ 

Gymnaflic exercifs, thould enter into the fyftem of education, © 
i.38: Various, propofed, i. 27. 29. 38 to 42. Children fhoald 
be taught a proper degree of caution with regard to them, 54. 
Rules to be obferved, 27. 54.’ Advantages of, 27. 211. 215. 
219. Should be begun inthe fifth year, 28. 

யூ ச க : ல்‌ 

Habits, importance of forming good ones in early life, i. 4.832 
154.175. 208. Fathers the only perfons who can reprove 
young men for any awkward habits they may have contratted, 

09. ன்‌ ப 
Hog. children fhoald not be taught te ufe the one more’ than the 

other, i. 11. Games fhould be contrived in which both may be 

alternately exercifed, 55. The left hand weaker than the right, 

from being lefs ufed, 11.257. 314. 325. Little children thould be 
encouraged to ufe the lef when drawing or feribbling, 257. 

Happinefs, deft promoted by the fulfilment of our duties, ii..83. 
Does not confift in enlarging our poffefiions, but in contracting 
our defires, 240. ‘ 

Hardinefs, advantages of it, 1.2. 14. 25-39. 54. How to accuitom - 

children to it, 15. 25. 39..¢4. 79. Children muff not be inured 
~ to it at the rifk of their life orfimbs, 1.19. 112. 
Hardjbips, advantages of being able to bear them. 1. 15. 
Head, keeping it warm hureful, i. 4.50. Children fhould not 

fleep with it high, 9. : i 

Health, often impaired by indolence and fauntering, 1.18. Chil-'~ 

dren fhould be taught that the prefervation of it is a moral duty, 
57. Often impaired by clofe application, 120, 158. 160. 209. 
273. Attention to it of the firft importance in the choice of a 
{chool, ii. 72. Of children, depenils on the good conftitution of 

ட்‌ yd = their 
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than antes. 8. Often deftroyed by ive (ede of parents. 
to make their daughters fine ladies, 98. 105. 

Hearing, 

  

fferent modes of exercifing it, 1. 47. 
Hebrew, fhould be learned by pupils deflined for the Lee 11. 

17 

ae 8 may be compared to the amulement of the 2. % 

ii. 268. ்‌ 

High beels, extremely hortful, i.23. ; 
Heflary, not fit for children, ii. 240. Learning it by aan and 

anfwer of little ufe, 241. Study of it, requires much previous 
knowledge, 239. When properly taught becomes a {choel of 
morality, 231. Advantages of this ftudy, 231. -234. 235. 
239. Courfe of hiftory cannot be purfucd during fchool hours, 

_.233.. Should be read twice over, 235. Modern of the greateft 
importance, 237, 238. Ancient fhould be read before modern, 
238. Method of reading it with advantage, 232. 233: 235+ 236. 
240, andn, May be taught children by means of prints, i. ட 
ii. 237. Plan propofed for uniting the fiudies of hiftory, chro- 
nology, and geography, 250. Hiftorical charts defcribed, 250. 
What hiflories are the beft, 234. 239. 240. 
து of Engiind. thould not be read till young people have gone 

through a regular couife of ancient literature, ii, 216, 238. 

Sheuld not be read till young people are acquainted with the 
Engtith laws and conftitution, 240, ae n. How it fhould be 
read, 230. 

Hin.fly, fhould be cultivated in children, 1.227.294. 262. 
Hot-houfe plants, pupils of modern education compared to them, . 

1120. 9375 1.48.40. 
Humility and mod:fty, Should be encouraged in young people, i ie 193. 

195.284. The charaéteriftics of youth, 291. 297. ‘The excels 
of it dangerous, 290, 292. Affectation of it fully as difagreeable 
as vanity or pride, 299. 

Humouring children, apt to make them conceited, i, 2 a Encreafes 
their wants, i. 42, When ill very hurtful, 1.13. 52. 

Hurts by falls, &c. To guard children from receiving {mall ones is 
a foolifh tendernefs, 1.112.146. Children will learn more cau- 
tion frem them than from all the admonitions in the world, 112. 
746. 

I: 
Jdlengs, If young people are not exercifed in the ftudy of books, 

inveterate habits of idlenefs will be contragted, i.127. Chil- 
dren often taught that ‘idlene/s is pleafure, by being ன்ன to. 

be idle during the vacations, i!. 63,64. Inexcufable in women, 
945 

Ignorance, of young women, the bad confequences of it, 11.75.95. 
Women fhould not be kept in a itate of ignorance, 84. 108, Of 
mothers with re{peét to the management of children a fea evil, 

59: 104 
Iil-bumeur, In what manner habits of it are often contracted by 

children, 1,149. How prevented, ibid. 
Lil-patteras,
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iit patterns, followed more than good rules, ii, 37- : 
Imagination, awakens the paflions, i. 320. 324. 329. Danger of 

inflaming” it by reading poetry, novels, 8c, 11. 80, In ‘Propor- - 
tion as it is flimulated the progrefs of the: other facult: i€3 OF the _ 
mind is retarded, 112. 225. 

Imagination, works of, young women may be permitted to read 
them, ii. 80. 131. 214. Should be well chofen, 214. Should 
be read with a judicious monitor, 220. Should be fpatingly - 
“aed in the education of girls, 222. Dangerous for youne peo- 
ple, 80. 218. 226. 

Immodefiy, Nothing approaching to it fhould be permited before 
children, 1. 319, 333.335. Often produced by the affe@ation of ~ 
delicacy, 317. 335. Women fhould confider every fpecies of it 
in-converfation as an infult, 327. ij.120. Of men, greatly , 
owing to the conduét of wonien, i. 220. 14, 111. . In drefs, 
fhonld be reprobated by parents, 339. 342. 

Inmorality, of parents, one of the ¢reateft difficulties in eddcation, 
i. 60. Of fchool-boys, often the effect of the great difparity 1 111 
the ages of the {cholars, ti. 67. 

inperionfuefs, Aifgutting in little children, i, 103. Children often » 
taught to-be politely imperious, 103. 

Improvement, greatly depends on the defire to a ie 86. 20 
Youth the feafon for it, 95. 

Snadlivity, incompatible with happinefs, ii. 65. 
Inclination, inftcution if unaccompanied by it will be ufelefs, 1. 77. 

80.02. 110. 131.11, 86. Makes every burthen light, i. 132. 
Inclinatiozs, of children, fhould not always be indulged, i, 82. 99. 

104. Children and young people fhould be taught to acquire a 
command over them, 231. 257. 328. 

Inconfideratene/, fnould be corrected in young people, 1.281. 
Independence, children and young people thould be iafpired with the 

love of it, 1. 127. 129. 289. il. gg. 360. We fhoald not un- 
neceflarily fubtract from the independence of youth, 1. 133. 

L:d‘feretion, {ach as repeating any fecret converfation, fhould be 
feverely reproved, 1. 234. 294. 

Indolence, bad confequences of it, i. 17. Often accompanies great 
talents, 162. You fhould diftinguifh between timidity and indo- 
dence, 144. How corrected, 91. 94, 187. 281. 

Indulgence; {hould predominate in edueation, i. 82. Se Should be 
fhown to thofe who do not diflemble their faults, 93: 

Indufiry, habits of, muft be fixed in early life, i, 125. Ta, 121 
147. 166.225. Both corporal and mental neceffary to happinefs, 
12 

ge fhould not be carried more on one arm than the other, &c. 
i, 11 Should be accuftomed to a variety of faces, and be kept 

- always {miling and lively, 98. Should never be interrupted in 
their operations, 146. Require a confiderable degree of 
warmth, 31. 53. Should fleep on foft beds, 30. ¢3. 

Inferiours, Children fhould be taught to treat them with refpect, 
12 

ம்‌ wid a natural confequence of infpiring young people with 
gloomy ideas of religion, i ii, 383. 

Ingenuity,



TN DES: | = 

Ingenuzly, of ர்க்‌ fhould be exercifed, i, 213. 225. 17, ரந. 
Young women hould be exercifed in works of 10020 000, 1௦௦. : - 

Ingratitude, often the கட்ட. of the cy are vice of parental 
conduct, 1.72. 128. : 

Innccency, of young, people, fhould ‘be என்ன்‌ as long as poflible, 
i. 315, 316,317. Beit means of preferving it, 319. 327. 332. 
Often deftroyed at {chool, i. 335. 11. 35. 

Infirudtion, different methods of conveying 1t to'children and young 
“people, i, 68.77.85. 89. 115. 121. 132.1147. 153+ 205. i1. 43. 
135.150. 156. A fuperficial mode improper, iso. Lf unac- 

! gompanied by inclination ufelefs, 1. 77.85.92. 131. il. 86. 
May teach the child to gather knowiedge, but the honey maft 

be the reward. of bis own induftry, 372. arly, fhould be con-' 
veyed through the medium of the fenfes, i. 44. 105. i135.) 

Integrity, confirmed by confidence, 11. 222. 
Intimacies, great, between very young people often ட. 

ர்‌. 235. ii. 1o1.—and friend{hips between young men of the 
world are often ட்ட combinations againft good morals and good 
Manners, 30 5.3 [ 

மகக of cies fhould be exercifed, i. 206. 221. 
irritability, Genotes an exceflive degree of ill-governed fenfibility, 

3.276. Often leads to the utter exclufion of all intereft in the 

fufferings of others, 279. 
Italian, a ufelefs fludy for women, 31. 148. 165. Should not be 

Jearned merely becaufe it is fafhionable, 148,n.) Eafily learned, 
165. Only fit for ladies of rank and falhion, 303. - 

J. : 
Fealoufy, ‘more viclent in children than. is generally fame 

i. 94. May be ufed as a remedy in cafes of extreme indo- 
lence, 94. Children of the moft lively fympathy mof fubje& 
toit, 277. Should not be excited by competitions and rival- 
Ships, 245. 253. Should not be excited by the injaftice or par- 
tiality of parents, 256. 270. 277. | Belt prevented by exact 
juftice, 279. OF parents, often excited by the attachment of 
children to their tutors, governeifes, or fervants, ii. 50. Parents 
fhould rather, encourage than be jealous of the affection of chil- 
dren for their inftru@ors, 62. 

Fefus Chrift, what children fhould be taught லபக்‌ him, ii. 14, 
2 
ட. young people of both fexes fhould ட acquainted 

with the general principles of it, 11, 79. 103. 229. 

 Fuflice, children fhould be in{pired with the love of it from their in- 
fancy, i. 227, 228. Principles of it underftood by children, 
261. Exaét juftice in the treatment of children will prevent 
jealoufy, 277. Hxaét jultice requires that a due fhare of ap 
plaule be beftowed on fuperiour abilities, 278. 

K. 

Kiffing, Children fhould not be pe அர்‌ kiffed, lett they 
catch infections diforders, 1 ly 53. 

_ Knowledge,
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Knowledge, what kinds are really ufeful, i.92, 105. 106. 131. ii. 162. 
167. 237. What kind moft ufeful to women, 79. 107. 106. 
193.128. Advantages of a tafte for it in women, 92. Love of 

it fhould be encouraged in children, 145. 261. Should be. 
hoarded up in youth, i, 108. ii. 95, 126. Affetation of it 
difguitine, 106. Moft ufeful when the refult of our own expe- 

Henee, 1.7 741 Conia 97253 70.1 ee ae : 

Knowledge of the world, highly neceflary for young men, 14. os 

365. 367. Belt learned at fchool, 49. 53. - At what time de- 
firable to be learned, 351. 362. 367. Remarks on the bett 
manner of teaching it, 362.267. 370. Bad confequences of 
young men being without it, 56. 352. 365. Barly, the fureit 

' . way to contract the heart and damp the ardour of youth, 371. 

Dist னை 

La Lue and Clara, ftory of, 1. 167 (0 172. 
Language, advantages of a critical knowledge of, ii. 170. 272. 

181.189, Impofible to be acquired witheut a knowledge of. 
more than one tongue, 181. 195. Knowledge of it beft ac- 

quired by the ftndy of Latin, 182. ன்‌ 

Languages, too much time devoted to the acquifition of foreign, 

i, 133. 134. 136, 137-155-161. 167, 168. Modern moft ufe- 
ful, 133.167. 170- Extenfive knowledge of, does not entitle a 

man to the appellation of a man of fenfe, 134. ‘The ftudy of, ' 

"particularly adapted to youth, 170. 181. 329. Belt learned by 

converlation, 133. 139. 160. Learned, not neceflary for-wo- 

men, 116. 196. Learned not defirable for women unlefs com- 

pelled by a particular genins, 165. Children fhould not’be 

obliged to fpeak a language till they have made fome profi- 

clency in it, 152. 200 to 203. 
Latin, chief ofes of, ii. 169.179. 182. 195-, Abfolutely neceflary., 

~ for gentlemen, 140. Not neceflary for the lower orders of trade{- 

men and mechanics, 140. 153. 161. 168. 358. More ufeful to 

women of {trong fenfe and modelty than Italian, 149. May be 

taught by mothers, 144. Different methods of teaching it, 134. 

T40 to 145. 149 to 153. 156: 160.171. 175-186, 191. . 

Latitude and Longitude, how remembered, il. 249. 

Law, young people of both fexes fhould be acquainted with the 

Jaws and conftitution of their country, 11.79. 103.229. 234. 240. 

DAT. 
Lagat Few years require few laws, 1.88. ; Law the mother of 

crimes, 164. Children fhould not be overloaded with’ ufelefs 

laws, 106. 110. 150. 164. 189. An inflexible adherence to 

them when once laid down contributes to the comfort of chil- 

dren, 88. 120. 129.132. Ve fhould not tenacioufly adhere to 

every law we have once laid down, 133. Children thould under- 

fland the reafon of thofe by which they are governed, 303. 

Leading-firings, fhould not be vfed till a child can’ walk. alone, 
: 1, IT. ர : 4 

Learned lady, friGly Speaking a very rare character and by no 

; means
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means terrific, il. go. 130. Smatterers ih learning who acquire 
this appellation are objects of difgult and averfion, go. 

Learning, an averfion to, how correéted in children, 1. gt.  Aver- 

fion to, often excited by the improper treatment of children 

during the vacations, i. 63, 64. The leaft part of education, 

136. Should not be confidered as a talk, 1.447. MN. 137. 

Learning by beart, whole pages which are forgotten’ as foon as the 

lefon is faid, neither improves the memory nor the mind, i. 199: 

Children fhould learn ufeful fentences, which fhould never be for- 

gotten or negletted, ibid. 1s of ufe to ftrengthen the memory, 
200. ii. 144. Often difficult to timic children, 1. 200. 2¢5. Chil- 

dren fhould not be reproached for want of fuccefs in it, 205. 

Entertaining fubjeéts fhould be chofen, 2co. Underftancing 

what is learned a great affiftance in, 200. Profe more proper 

than verfe, ibid. Select paffages in profe and verfe a ufeful 

practice, 204. ii, 144.243. Improves the ftyle and encreafes 

ths ftock of words, i. 204, n. os 
Le@ures, on prudence, ufelefs if the preacher be not juft and con-. 

fifent, i. 71. Long and feriows, difguft children and rather do 
charm than good, 1. 138.197. 301- 302. ii. 83.383. 

Le&ures on natural philofophy, of little ufe if not gone over twice, 

ii, 266. Should be furthered by correfpondent reading at home, 

273. Of little ufe if young people are unacquainted with the 

technical terms, 271. : ்‌ 
LeGures, Sunday evening, on morality and religion recommended, — 

ii. 7... Subjeéts propofed, 8. : 
LeGures for training tutors, fhould be regalarly read at the 

univerfities, li. 42. 
Leifure-hours, few know how to pafs them, i. 38. ii. 216. Belt 

methed of employing them, i. 38. 11, 216. 264. 260. - 
Lenity, fhould be joined with correction, i. 73. ii. 363. 

Lefins, Children thould not be required to fay them before break- 
faft, i.17,n. Children fhould fometimes be permitted to inter- 

rvpt them by fits of playfulnefs, 93. Should be repeated in a 
natural tone of voice, ii. g1.186. Children should walk about 
while they learn them, i. 30, 

Letter-writing, Children fheuld praétife it by writing to their 
friends every week, ti.70. An impértant part of education, 
138.161. How bett tavght, ibid. 

Libertinifm, the hardeft thing in the werd tocure, 1,111, Falfe 
fhame makes more libertines than love, 325. il. 364. 

Liberty, children thould be allowed more perfonal liberty, 1. 84. 

100, 104. 146.151. Should be at liberty to fay they are tired 

of reading, &c. 226, 11. 222, Every human being fhould fome- 

க times be at liberty to aét from himfelf, 1.77.83. 133-167. ile 
. 375. Children have not our abftract ideas of the pleafures of, 

1.161. Public education is comparative liberty, compared with 
the conftant reftraint of private, i1. 54. க ்‌ 

Lifz, not long enough forthe mind to receive half the cultivation _ 
neceflary to its perfection, i. 106, i1. 317. Yoo {hort to rea 

every new book quite through merely to find out it is not worth 
reading, 210. 

ம்ம்‌
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Linen, if put on cold might prevent confumptions, i. 25. Parents 

fhould rayher deprive their children of other accommodations 
than not procure. them the blefling of freh linen every day, 49. . 

Liflefine/s and fauatering, {ometimes arife from a defect in the con- 
_ ftitution, i. 18. go. How corrected, 18. 91. 187. 

Witerary attainments, of women, will be regarded with pleafure if 
accompanied with unafluminng manners, 11. gr. ்‌ 

Literature, beft methods of infpiring young people with the love of © 
‘it, i. 127. 132. Boys often difgutted with it in.early life, ii. rz. 
135. 171. Love of it, more general among well-educated 
women than among wen, 117. ப்‌ : 

Loadflone, children might be firft fhewn the effets of it in, an ar- 
tificial duck, in. 246. _ 

Logic, a ufelefs ftudy, ii. 132. 146, Unfit for boys, 135. Much 
time fhould not be fpent on it, 147. Might as well have 
fank into oblivion with jufts and tournaments, 179. No 
young gentleman fhould be eutirely ignorant of it, 178, 179. 

~ 186. ட்‌ rips 
Loovfenefs, when habitual, how cured, i. 8. ள்‌ 
Love, you fhould make your children love, that they may.obey you, 

i. 80.92. Should predomimate in education, 99. Tempered 
with fear conititutes reverence, which is more laiting, than love 
alone, 1x2. 124. Children will love and refpeé& thofe who 
treat them properly, 120. Parents muft not endeavour to gain 

the love of their children by improper indulgence, 129. Chil- 
dren will never love where they do not efteem, 129. Some 
children learn of their parents to love nobody, 60. 

Lowe, pafficn of, fhould be encouraged in young men as the bett pre- 
fervative. of their morals, i. 324. 331. 1. 335. Greatly depends 
on the imagination i. 330. -A preceptor fhould render it condu- 
cive to the honour and happinefs of his pupil, 331. Parents 

-fhould. imperceptibly prepare their fons for the approach of it, 

4 : 
ட improper for youth, ii. 210: 

Lungs, weaknefs of, often occafioned by prohibiting children 

from making a noife when at play, ii. 194. How firengthened, 

i. 39. ii. 194. ள்‌ க ; 
Lying and falfehood, often the effatt of fear and the foolifh cuftom 

‘ “ of queftioning children, i. 178. 226. 229. 233: 236. 238. In- 
{eparable from a ftate of flavery, 233. 235, 237-239. Habits 
of, fometimes acquired before children” can’ peak, 232. 

Often contra&ed from the love’ of telling marvellous fiories, 

234. How to prevent children from acquiring this habit, 226, 
253- 259... How to correct it, 229. 234.240. Difference be- 
tween truth and falfehood fhould be explained to children, 232. 

Servants too much addided to, from their dereadent fituati~n, 

237. Beft way of breaking them of the habit is to avoid the 
_ anterrogative form, ibid. 

M. 

Magic-lantern, of wfe in teaching hiftory to children, 1, 213- The 
Nie clumfy
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clumfy” figures reprefented in it deftroy the tafte: of children, 
ண்‌ Of ufe in teaching aftronomy, 11. 253. 

Malice, the firft appearance of, fhould be feverely punifhed, i 
TOO. =: 

Management of. children, a neceflary and important objeét in female 
- education, 11. 58: 103. 

Management of sftates, a ufeful branch of information for pene, 
11. 79, 103. 
உ. க்‌ fhould not be continually teazed anne thelr 
-manner of fitting, flanding, 85௦: 1, 84; 502. 300. 314. 14. 02. 

Maps, thould not be hung up; for they are feldom attended to, 
- af they form the conftant furniture of a room, 14. 241. Young 

people fhould have them conftantly hung up. in their apart. 
ments, 244. If referred to immediately, interrupt the courfe 
of reading, 247. Young people fhould learn to draw them for 
themfelves, ii..245. 248. Mr. Farden’s with blank outlines 
recommended, 249. Beft ufe to be made of thefe, ibid. n, 

Marching, advantages of it, 1. 42.57. 224. Different ways pro- 
pofed, 42, 57.224, 

Mariner’s-compafi, young people (90014 learn to make them for 
“themfelves, i ii. 246. 

Marks and forfeits, ufed at girl’s-{chools, fae to fofter malignity 
and blunt the feelings of fhame, i. 188. 

Marriage, Thould be reprefented to young men as the moft tender 
and facred of contracts, i. 323. Young men fhould if poffible 
marry at twenty-one, 329. 

Mofters, children fhould be accuflomed to treat all their mafters 
not only with politenefs but refpeét, 1. 114. Should not be em- 
ployed to inftruét young ladies in mufic and dancing, ii. 86. 
321. Their fociety often more baneful than their inftruétion can 
be advantageous, 86. 321. [See School-maft-rs.] 

Mathematics, thould form a part of female education, ii. 123. 197- 
266. Children fhould begin to learn them at twelve years old, 

266. Great ufe of mathematical fludies, 267. 
Matirefés, preferable to feather-beds, 1. 9. 53. 
Mavor, Dre his natural hiftory recommended, il. 277. 
Meals, children fhould not. be accuftomed to have them at regular 

hours; 1.3. Hurrying children at them very hurtful, ibid. n. 

Children fhould have them at regular hours, 49. and n. 
Meafuring diftances and ற relation of magnitude, children fhould 

be accuftomed td meafure them accyrately with their eyes, i. 46. 
212. 214. Games propofed for this purpofe, 46. 212. 

Mechanics, fee Tradefinen. 
Mechanics, ftudy of, an effential part of சப்பறம்‌ ii. 274. Rules 

to be obferved in teaching, 272. 
Medicine, thould not be difguifed when given to o children, i Leno, 
Medicine and furgery, young people of both fexes fhould have fome 

knowledge of, i. 19. ii. 113. 122. 162. 259. 
Memory, of children, fhould not be exercifed ull they are four years 

old, i. 159. Chiefly depends on the conititution, 198. Should 
4 j : ah not
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not be only exercifed in books, 205. ‘Two forts, one for words 
the other for things, 200. Of grown perfons often bad, 201, 
A remedy propofed, ibid. ii. 211.215, Depends on attention, 
i, 199. 201. ‘Lo improve it, confidence in it muft be acquired, 
202. Greatly injured by committing to writing all we wifh to 
remember, ibid. ~‘[yanquil Faber’s mode of exercifing the 
memory of his pupils, 203. Madame de Genlis’s ditto, ibid. . 
Recollettive and retentive, which the moft ufeful, 204. ° Should 
be exercifed more on things than on words, ii. 43. Different 
ways of improving it, i. 199, 200, 201, 202. 205, 206, ii, 43. 
211, 214. ச்‌ 

Memoria technica, of Gray, recommended, ii. 240. 
Mental powers, extraordinary exertion of them in children, the 

grave both of their health and talents, i. 36. 157. 160. 208. 
il. 47. Of women fhould be exercifed: and improved, go. 108. 
199. ்‌ 

Mercantile life, boys intended for it fhould have their minds cul- 
tivated previoufly to their being fixed in a counting-houfe, i. 
OR ET Ge 3 pa 

Merchants accounts, fez Book-heeping. : ட்‌ 
Merchants foreign, a game propoied for children who learn geo~ 

graphy, 1. 223. ்‌ 
Maetaphyfical ingutries, into the nature of God, often lead.to fuper- 

_ ftition or atheifm, i. 2.11, Nor fit for children, 135. 218. 382. 
Meum ond tuum fyflem, thould never be encouraged among bro- 

thers and fifters, 1. 126, n. 

Micrsfcope, children fhould be taught to compare the works of Gad 
and the works of man in it, ii. 275. 

Mind, cultivation of it, fhouid not be the principal objeét with chil- - 
dren under eight years old, i. 36. Cultivation of it fuperiour 
to accomplifhments ii. 98. Pruitlefs efforts of it in childhood 
injurious tc health, fenfibility, and memory, i. 158. il. 219.. 
Early maturity of, borders on difeafe; i. 159. ர 

Mifpending time, in youth, bad confequences of it, ii. 136. 

Moderation, recommended in education, i. -19. 260. 
Mod fty, is fomething nobler than innocence, it is the delicacy of 

reflection, 1. 334. True modefty confiits in purity of fentiment, 
33. 334. Oughtto be carefully preferved, 316. Not natural 
tochildren, 318. Leétures on modefty and chaftity excite the 
curiofity of young people, 318, 335. The only virtuous fapport 
of chaitity, 334. 

Money, parents fhould not exprefs a fondnefs for it before their 
children, i. 61, 65. 70. Children fhould be taught never to 

meddle with it, 1. 227. } 
Morals of the age, would be greatly improved were women to dif- 

courage every f{pecies of immorality, i. 329. 11. 111. 120, Of chil- 
dren often injured at boarding-fchool, i. 335. 11. 34, 45. 53. 88. 
Of children are not expofed to greater danger at {choul than at 
home, 37. Of boys educated at home, are the fooneft corrupted 

_ when they mix with the world, 49. Of children often injured 
by bad examples fet them by their parents, i. 60, 61. 63. 66. 68. 
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235. it. 37. Of well-educated women, genetally more corveét 
than thoie of men, i. 76. Striétnefs of, defirable in ‘youne 

people, i. i1t. Of young people often hurt by holding up the 

bad actions of great characters to their admiration, 240, May 

be divided into the greater morality and the lefs, 312. What 
‘fort beft fuited xo children, i. 261. ii, 13. We muit be content 

ம்‌ 

_ with requiring -children. to perform their mora} duties without 

expecting from them exalted aéts of virtue, 262. OF boys in- 
jured by affociating with companions much older than them- 
telves, i. 67. 377 

~ Mothers, if they poffels affeftion, patience, and a well-chofen li- 
brary, may give their daughters a good education without the 

- affiftance of mafters,{i. 119. ii. 125. Should not expeé from 
their children an equal return of affection, i. 265. Should treat 
their children with tendernefs during their early years, 274. 
Should never appear much undreffed before their fons, 316. 
Cabnot be better employed than in educating their children, ii. 
47-57- 64. 131. Should not devote their time to needle-work, 

_ if capable of educating their children, 57. 113. ‘Should walk 
out with their children while little, i. 22. A good mother leads 
as retired a life as a nun in her convent, ii. 58.82. Should 
inftru€ their fons till old enough to go to fchool, 47. Should 
treat their daughters as companions, 83. Will find it a fevere 
mortification and real evil to be ignorant of the management of 
children, 95.104. ‘Their great importance in fociety, 81. 104. 
Too apt to negleé& inftracting their daughters in domeilic con- . 
cerns, 93. 114,. May inftruét their children in almolt every 
thing itis defirable they fhould leain, 1. 119. 11. 125. Should 
employ a houfekeeper to direét their domeitic concerns rather 
Rhan introft their children to ftrangers, 57. 131. May teach 
their fons Latin, 145. Should teach their children to {peak cor- 
rectly, 148, 193. May teach their children drawing, 300. May 
inftruct their danghters in mufic for fome years, 324. Hints. 
to thofe who may with to teach their chiidren French, 197. 

Mufic, harmonifes the mind, ti. 301. 319. May be heard in the 
greateft perfe€lion at concerts at a lefs expenfe than private 
“tuition, 304. 312. Should never be fuffered to encroach on 
the time that fhould be devoted to the improvement of the 
“mind, or the fulfilment of the duties of life, i, 168. 170. ii. 
324. Should be confidered as a domefticamufement, not as 2 
‘matter of exhibition, ji. 309. 311. 316. 320. 323. Too 
much time generally beftowed on it in female education, 304. 
309. 317. 320. 321. Should not be learned unlefs young ladies 
have a tafte for it, 309. 311. 315. 316. 324., An expenfive ac- 
complifhment, 395. 309. An agreeable relaxation for the fons of 
tradefmen, 305. Unfit for young gentlemen, as it waftes too 
much of their time, 302, 303. 312, 313.318. Great excellence 
in it, not defirable for young ladies, 303, 304. 317. 312- 310-. 
320, 321. Dvfrerent methods of teaching it, 307. 313. 324- - 

Mufic-mafters, intincerity of, ii. 304. Gentlenefs and good-temper _ 

“ neceflary qualifications, 371. tie: : 
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Nighi-caps, children fhould fleep without them, i1. 
Novels, that delineate the human charater, ufeful to young ladies 

~ 3f sead with a judicious monitor, i. 221. Stories the novels of 

childhood, 222. Liliputias—equally hurtful to children as the . 

flories of fairies and genii, 225- ம்‌ பட 

Nowel-reading, bad confequences of it, ti. 131. 218. 220. 292. 

Young people fhould only read fuch as are well recommended, 

214. Not hurtful if read under the eye of a judicious monitor, 

221. Produces a habit of indolent reverie, 226. Fondnefs for, 

how correéted, 220. Fondnefs for, eorreéted by cultivating in 

young people a tafte for ferious ftudies and inftructive reading, 

So. 131. : 
Nee fhould be the largeft and beft aired room in the houfe, — 

i. 23. 50. Should be above the ground-floor, So. Children 

* fhould not live in the fame room in.whieh they fleep, 51. : 

Nu? fery-maids, hints to them on the management of children, 1.11. 

12.52. 101. 146.160. Their ufual faults pointed out, 54. 101. 

123. 146. 164. 232.254. Danger of their not treating thofe 

children kindly who are not permitted to {peak to them or be 

fond of them, 165. Should be fully employed at their needle to 

- prevent their joining in the fports or converfation of the chil- 

dren, 346. 0 

Nurfing the fick, am important branch of female education, i. 283. 
Hi, 58. 104. 113. 115, 122. EG) 

ட. 

Obedience of children, how obtained, i. 89. 95. 99- 110- 112. 120. : 
128. 149. 173. 184. 189. 194. 198. 345. Confirmed, by making 
it their intereft to obey you, $1. 99. 111. 149. 155.198. Ne- 

_ ceffary in education, it. 54. 3 
Obligations, no art fo delicate as that of conferring them, 1. 269. 
Objerwation, fee Attention. 
Ol fiinacy, often the effect of ill-timed reflraints, i. 176. 188. 189. 

Before you punith it, you fhould be certain it arifes from 

wilfulnefs, net from childifhnefs or inability, 174.189. When 
wilful thould meet with fevere punifhment, 176. 188. ¢ 

Old Teftament, does not fo immediately concern Chriflians as the 

New, 14. 29. When it thould be read by young people, 29. 

Rules to be obferved in explaining difficult paffages, 30. 

Opprobious terms, {ach as blockhead, fool, &c. fhould never be 

ufed to children, 1.180. 
Orations, fee Declaiming. - : 

Oratory, dangerous for boys who do not poffefs a good underftand- 
ing, 1. 171. ன்‌ ்‌ ; 

Orbis pidius of Commenus recommended, i. 212. 
Order and Regularity, fhould be taught to children, 1, g6,'197- 

il. 79, 87. ்‌ : 

Originality of chara@er, deftroyed by accuftoming children to learn 

every thing from books or the affertions of others, and not from 

refie€iion and felf-convittion, 1. 159. Deftroyed by teaching 

children the fafhionable forms of politenefs, 309. 311+ 
Ornaments 
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Ornaments in drefs, Thould never be fuperfluous or ftudied, ii. 345. 
If ill-placed, become ridiculous, 346. 348. The appearance of 
utility in them defirable, 348. Mothers fhould direét the tafte of 
their daughters in the choice of them, 125. 350. 

Orrery, what fort»beit for children, ii. 251. Several families 

might unite in the purchafe of one, ibid. ‘Walking orrery pro- 
ee ied for teaching the motion of the planets, 352. > 

்‌ P. 

Paiut we perfumes, totally inadmiffible in the drefs of young ladiés, 
ii, 348. : 

Painter, to be a perteét one would take up too much of a young 
gentleman’s time, ii. 280. Qualifications neceflary to form 
a great painter, 291. é Ne 

Painting, muft be learned of one who excels in the art, 295. 300. 
How. taught, 295. 300. 5 

Parents, fhould frequently examine their children when undreffing, 
1.56. Mutft refolve to govern their own paffions and tempers, 
64. Should treat all thofe concerned in the education of their 
children with refpeét, i. 58. 61. 114. i. 36. Should, if pof&ble, 
difcover their faults before they are perceived by their cnildrer, 
1.59. Should fet their children the example of correcting their 
faults, 5g. Should fet their children none but good examples, i. 
60. 63. 65. 66. 67.138. Are feldom fufficiently circum{peét in 
the prefence of their children, 61. 64. 68. Mutt pra@iife whac | 
they preach, 62. 66. 138. 235. ii. 11. 15.17. Mutt not en- 
courage vice in their children, 63.66.72. Both parents fhould 
agree in the management cf their children’s tempers, 64, 181. 
“Who poffefs all the comforts of life fhould not wifh for more 
money in the prefence of their children, i, 61. 65. 70. Should 
never make promiffes to their children unlefs they can perform 
them, 230. Should never confult about the management of their 

children while prefent,-7o. Should never intentionally hurt 

their children in order to teach them fortitude, 249, n. Should 
be as much upon their guard among their children as if among~ 
their enemies, 81. When their children are grown ap, fhoold re- 
lax in the rigour of government and treat them like friends, 83. 
Ui, 353. 373. Should fludy to win their children’s hearts, 80. 
97. Should never be angry without jult canfe, r12. Should treat 
their children with kindne{s and familiarity, 115. 128. il, 353. 
373. Ifthey would have their fon a worthy man mut be io 
themfelves, 140. Should never extort acknowledgements from 

«their children, 269. 278. Should permit their fons to marry 
early, 329. Should be careful to preferve the minds of their 
children from the banefal effects of immadefty, 333.334. In 
every ftation of life malt and ought to beftow half an hour every 
day on inflru&ting their children in religion and morality, ii. 7. 
23. Who fend their children to fchool, fhovld watch the pro- 
grefs they make in fludy and virtue, ii. 38. 46. Should not thwart ~ 
‘every means taken by a prudent mafter for the improvement of 
their children, 42.62. Should educate their children in fuch a 
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manner that they may be able to maintain themfelves, 99. 360, 
365. Should appear to be the chief agents in the general con- 
duct of their children’s education, 46. Should lay the foundation 
of merality in their children before they fend them to fchool, 44. 
61. Should be liberal of their treafures to thofe who edu- 
cate their children, 36. 53. Should endeavour to gain the 000- 
fidence of their children, i, 110. 115. ii. 44. Should not put — 
themfelves in mean competition with a fchool-mafter, tutor, or 
governefs for the affections of their children, 62. The affec- 
tionate attachment which ought to be the prerogative of the pa- 
rent fhould not be transferred. to the mafter or tator, 47. 50. By 
what means they may lead their children to prefer their com- 
pany to any other, i.110. 115. 165. 184. 339. Should’be 
fpzting in the wfe of the imperative mode, 150. Should fet 

_ their children the example of treating fervants with kindnefs but 
without familiarity, roe. 346. Very often unfit to be trufted 
with the care and education of their children, ii. 37. 42. 73, 0. 

Partiality, parents fhould avoid it ameng their children, 1.81. 242. 
“254. 259. 271. 

Party-/pirit, fhovld not be encouraged in children, ii. 240. 
Pafficn and ref xtmént, in children, how correéted, i. 181. 
Paffions of youth, how they may be reflrained and regulated, i. 319. 

324. 327. 328. 332.334. Often awakened by the indulgence 
of the imagination, 320. 329, 330. 334. 

Paffionate chiding, very Wrong, i. 64. 89. 179. ae 
Pedoniry, 1a women, not the effet of too much but too little know- | 

_ ledge, ii. gt. 105. 129. Very difgufting in young women, gt. 
165. Studious young men fhould be cautioned againft it, 175. 

Pens, young people, of both fexes, fhould learn to make them, 
il. 264. ்‌ 

Perfeciior, mult not be expected in children, i. 225. 262. ii. 16. 
Perfumes, young 180165 110014 ௦௦8 fe them, ii. 348. 
Pericdical hours of bifinz/s and pl. y, contribute to the happinefs of 

childrer, 1, 121, 166. ii. 65 69. : 
Perfonal rejerve, the foundation of dignity, of charaéter, and one 

of the graces that cught to adorn beauty, i. 326. 336. Has 
nothine fexual in it, 336. Mufti be kept up between woman 
and woman, 336. 

Peripedtive, ule of it, ii. 280. How tavght, 287. 299. Appara- 
tus for learning it defcribed, 287., . 

Pertue/s and prinmne/s. difgafting in youth, i. 297. : 
Perverf-ne/s, in children, often the effe& of frowardnefs in the 

tutor, 1. 173, 7 
Pbyfic, fhould never be given for the prevention of difeafes, i. 5- 

When given to children fhould not be difguifed, ic. 
eae. educaticz, a reform in it highly neceffary, i. 35. 2:9. Z20- 

aoe = 
Piyfsciars, Thould not be called in on every flight indifpofition, 

i. 5. Nature often the beft phyfician, ibid. Philofophical, 
fnould be confulted where children: appear defective in fhape, 
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Pidures, ‘rules by which young people may jadge of their merits,’ 
Wp ZO Tin ்‌ ox : ்‌ : 

Piety, thould be early inftilled into the minds of children, ii. Ts 
19. 28. 385. Belt taught by the Rudy of nature and by accultom- 
ing children to admire the works of God, 3415. 17. 201. 264. 
268.275. 285,. Supreme among human enjoyments, 1g. 

Pillows of feathers, too heating for children, i. 5:50 
Pitying chitdren, when they hurt themfelves, increafes the evil, 

4.244. 248. If we do not pity them, how can we expe them to 
feel for the fafferings of others? 248, n. Children ought to'be 
pitied, provided they do not complain, 2=s. 

Plato, called that man a. cripple, who, cultivating the mind alone, 
 fuffers the body to languifh through floth and ina@ivity, i. 35. 
79. ‘Treatment of his nephew Pfeufippus, a noble inllance of 
the power of example over precept, 7g. Banifhed poetry from 
his commonwealth, ii. 204, 5 a 

Play. That every thing children learn fhould be made a play of, 
a dangerous maxim, fince without labour nothing excellent can 
be accomplithed, i. 110. 427,126. 147.153. ii. 196. Differ- 
ence between teaching in play and making learning a afk, 
1.147. It is at pretent too much the fafhion to play almoft 
wholly with the mind, 218. - 

Playfulnefs of children fhould not be unneceffarily reflrained, i. 84. \ 
3. 110; 320. ஃ ்‌ ம்‌: ்‌ . 

க க fhould make and mend them for themfelves, 

1.207.214, What fort belt, 207, 213.229.222.225. Should 
be directed to afeful habits, 208. 213. 222. 225. ; 

Pliafing, art of, very neceflary, i. 307. How to be acqnired, 
2 த 

Pocket-experfis, a father fhould not inquire tco narrowly into thofe 
of his fon, ii, 354. 364. Young people fhould be obliged to 
keep an account of them, 354. 356. 364. sie 

Pocket-money, young people fhould appropriate a certain portion of 
it to acts of charity’ and liberality, 1. 249, 260. Shoeld not be 
given to children, as they cannot be capable of {pending it with 
propriety, 261.253. Pinching a youth in-it, will not teach him 
fragality but extravagance, 11.355. Bad effetts’ of too liberal 
an allowance, 355.371. When given to children fhould be at 

, their own free difpofal, 354. 955. 364. Children educated at ~ 
home cannot have much real occafion for it, 374. Children at 
{chool fhou'd in this ref{pe€t be on an equal footing with their 

‘ companions, 374, பப்‌! டட. 
Poetical-'alexts, perfons poflefing them apt to fuppofe themfelves 

incapable of induftry or application to bafinefs and abiolved 
from the common rules of prudence, i. 162, Proper education 
of young perfons who poficfs them, 162. Romantic girls often 
falfely fuppofed to fpoffefs them by their ignorant friends, 
i. 129. ்‌ 
2273. Clase poets, likely to corrupt the morals of youth, ii. 205. 
"A fele€tion of the beft claflic poets fhould be printed for the a 
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of {chools, 208. Young ladies fhould be acquainted with ne 
mott celebrated poets, 213. A knowledge of mythology necef- 
fary to the underftanding of poetry, 206.214. Uleful to fill up 
the leiflire hours of fludious men, 216. Young people fhould 
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not read the inferiour poets left their tafle fhould be fpoiled, 217. 
“Rules to be obferved when young people firft begin to read 
poetry, 217, hn, Select portions of, fhould be committed to 
memory, i. 204. Banifhed from Plato’s commonwealth, 14, 

204. : : : 

Politeve/s. True politenefs is philanthropy, i, 300. 310. 311. 
Should be habitual and univerfal, 302. 310. Idle forms of, 
taught to children, very wrong, 103. 309. 311. Children often 
taught to be politely impesions, 103. Superiour to accomplifh- 
ments, 296. Good temper and a good underftanding the ne- 

. ceflary ground-work of, 305, 306. Contributes greatly to the 
comfort of life, 306. ன்ட்‌ Le@tures on, ufelefs, 312. 314. In 
its genuine fenfe {eldom at variance-with fincerity, 314. Under- 
ftood and praétifed by favages and peafants, 308.313. Bett 
‘method of teaching it to children, 193. go1. 304. Bef taught 
by example, 301. 302. 304. 305. 312. Little children fhould not 
be teazed about it, 84. 302. 309. 314. 11. 97. ன்‌ 

Power, too much wafted in-correéting the trifling defe&ts of chil- 
dren, 1. 84. 314. ்‌ 

Praife, advantages and difadvantages of, i. 95. 289. 298. 299. 
Children fhould never receive a larger portion of, than 1s really 

their due, 289, n. Sometimes neceflary to encourage children | 
்‌ to overcome the difficulties of a new ftudy, 298. 
Prayer, children fhould be kept to.fome fhort form of, morning 

and evening, ii.2. The ufe of, fhould be explained to children, 
4.25. Children fhould not be required to pray, 3௦. Prayers 
fhould be fhort and repeated with devotion and ferjoufnefs, 10. 
Written forms of, ufeful and neceflary, 4. 26. Muft not be 
repeated like a copy of verfes or as a formal duty, 26. 384. — 

Prayer, Lord?s, fhould be preferred to all others, 11. 4. “A little 
courfe of leétures on it propoled fer children, 24. eo 

Precept, Jefs powerful than example, 1.72.138, Has litde effect 
in education, 236. 0. 372. Seldom brings conviction to young” 
minds, i. 168. 

Precifion, whether moral or philological, too feldom finds its way 
into female education, ii. 189. 

Prefence of mind, fhouid be cultivated in children, 1.157. Neceflary 
in order to be perfectly polite, 304. : , 

“Pride, of children, fhould not be raifed by comparifons and diftinc- 
tions, i, 270. Danger of making children proud and conceited 
by taking great pains with their education, 291. ii. 227. 362. 
Of rank und birth, fhould not be encouraged in children, 1, 70- 

34! “ ட x 

Prins of natural hiftory, recommended for children, i, 223. 11.279. 
276. The relative fizes of the animals fhould be preferved in_ 
them, 270. The relative fizes of the animals cannot be pre- 
ferved in them, but a fub!litute propofed, 270, n. ப 
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Probity, fhould be encouraged in children, i. 361. 
Procraftination, bad confequences of, i, 108. Habits of, fhould be 

correéted in young people, 108. ; 
_ Profligacy, of men, greatly owing to the want of delicacy in women, 

1.330. ii. 111. Z ச 
Prohibitions, feldom produce any of the effeéts expected from them, 

1.35. 163. 340. ii. 37. Parents fhould ம்‌ ட. the truth 
and honour of their children by loading them with too many,35. 
106, 150. 164. 189. Better than commands, when 0180 to en- 
force obedience, 150. ன்‌ 

Promifes, fhould not be required of children, i. 228. Children 
fhould be taught inviolably to keep them when once made, 230. 
233. Parents fhould fet their children an example of keepin 
them, 230. Should be avoided as mvch as poffible between 
man and man, 230, n. x 

Pronunciation, Children who are brought too forward with their ‘ 
tongues have not time to pronounce well, i.102. Of foreign 

, languages, beft learned"in childhood, ii. 139. 329—and the 
management of the voice not fufficiently attended to in educa- 
tion, 193. How it may be improved, 194. Of children, fpoiled 
by grown people imitating their imperfect founds, i. 134. , 

Prudence, principles of it beft learned by aétual obfervation and 
experience, ii. 44. 45. 50. ss. Neceflary in all ftations of life, 
352-356. How taught, 83. 352. 363. 364. 369. 373. 374.375- 

' Queftions propofed for young people to debate on to teach them 
the principles of it, 44.369. ‘Lo acquire habits of, children 
fhould be accuftomed to decide for themfelves on all fubjeGs 
intereiting to childhood, 375.  Unerring, mu& not be expected 
from very young people, 374. 376. 

Puberty, age of, fedentary amufements or occupations particularly 
hurtful at this period, i. 219. 322. ° Should be retarded rather 
than accelerated, 320. 338. Proper treatment of boys at that 
period, 320 to 325. 329. 332. 234. 338. Olten accelerated by 
the indulgence of the imagination, 320, 

Public amufements, not equal to domettic pleafures, ii. 85. 118. 
May be enjoyed without danger by the pure and innocent, 83. 

Public pleafure-grounds exclufively appropriated to the ufe of chil- 
dren, recommended, i. 221. Regulations to be obferved in 
them, ibid. ‘ ; 

Public worfhip, children may attend it when they have read the 
gofpel and aéts, ii. gr. 

Punifoment of children, obfervations on it, i. 172. 176. 179. 18t. 
184. 187. 188. 189. tgr. A mailer fhould never punifh in 
anger or paffion, 64. go. 179. A mafter fhould not wait till he 
is perfectly cool before he inflicts it, 183. Pires 

Purity of mind, often deftroyed by affociating with vicious cha- 
radters, 1. 315. 327. ii. 364. Young women fhould preferve it, 
by avoiding improper books and converfation, i. 326. 333. 336. 
337- How preferved in youth. 320. 327. 333. ‘The preferva- 
tion of it fhould be a particular objeCtof attention in educa- ~ 
tion, 334. 

Ee 4 Purfuits,
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Purfuits, a variety of, defirable, i. 308. The want of, often 
occafions nervous diforders in young women, ii. 72. 75.278. 
Various, propofed for young women when troubled with enaui, 
278. a Sirens 

டே : 
Quakers, their flyle of drefs recommended, ii. 344. 
Queftion and anfacer method, of teaching hiftory and geography, 

bad, ii. 68. 247, = as படட. : 
Queftions of children, fhould be anfwered with fimplicity and trath, 

1.123. 159. 192. 193. Manner of treating them when dire@ed 
to improper iubjetts, 159. 192. 196. 197. 198. How they 
fhouid be anfwered, 195. 197. Children fhould not be dif- 

_ couraged from afking them, 192. 104. 196. Children-fhould 
. not be accuftomed to have them always anfwered, 197. Itis 
better to impofe filence than anfwer then» with falfehood, — 

17. ci 

இஞ்ச்‌ children, bad confequences of it, i. 22.9. 233. 236. 339, 
Servants, often leads them to tell lies and equivacate, 297 51s 

=¢ = R. - ்‌ 
“Raxk, diftindions of, little children incapable of underftanding 

them, i. 165. 283. 344. In what manner they may be explained 
to them when ten or eleven years old, 166. 

Read, teaching chilarzn to, various methods propofed, ii. 137. 
172. 176, 580. 182. 190.194. If delayed: by the theoretical 
wifdom of frends till_a child is fevea or eight years old, the 
tafk will be doubly dificult, 172, 

Reading, children and yourg people often take a diflike to it from 
‘reading books they do not underftand, i. Dra ட 102. 
217. 218. 223. ‘Lhe child that reads does not think, i. roc. 
159. Converfation preferable to ‘reading for the infru@ion of 
children, 115. 156. At an early period of life, hurtful, 159. : 
Women begin to tafte the real pleafure of it at the age when 
young men begin to be afhamed of alluding to literature, it. 
117. Recommended to ladies when they meet to work together, 
90. Habit of reading’ without any frecific obje& extremely 
pernicious, 219. Private, recommended to 30375 21 (60001, 7௦. 
217. 234. Abufe of, an impediment to knowledge, 216 216. 
218, How to remember what is read, 1; 9801. i, 2௦0. 217. 
214. 1942811005 1௦ (0016 who with to improve by what they 
read, i. 201. 11. 156,192..209. 211. 216, 237. Young people 
fhould form their own opinion on what they read, and not be 
blindly guided by the author, 209. 223. 224. 

Reading aleud, a neceflary and important qualification, if. 147. 
158. 164. 193. How to be acquired, 147. 159. 163, 180. 194. 
Continued too long fatiguing and hurtful to children, ii. 222. 

Reafon, right improvement of it, the higheit perfection of man, 
1. 192, 14 8. Of all the powers of the mind unfolds itfelf the 
Jaft, 1. 194. The main-fpring of the machine, 195. More Pe. 

நை 
ச்‌
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perly the regulator, 195, n. Do not fubftitute authority for 
reafon in education, 1.106. 159. ்‌ Ee 

Reafoning, if children are fond of it, they fhould not be dif- 
couraged, 1.192.197. ii. 8. Skill in, not to be acquired by 
fludy, 147. 188. Ladies often greatly excel in it, ii. 188. 
When children can reafon, they will not be obedient from habit, 
டு கட 

Reafoning with children, not right during the firft feven years of 
their lives, i, 194. Do not reafon children into what is dif- | 
agreeable, 195. A bad reafon worfe than none, 196, The 
reafons propofed fhould be adapted to their age and underftanc- 
ing, 175.198. Should always be jult, 198. Rules to be ob- 
ferved in reafoning with children and young perfons, 87. 192. 
109. 31. 186. Ea 

Reciting, fee Declaiming. x 

Recreation, equally neceffary as labour or food, i. 207, 208. 
Reé#itude, vniverfal, muft not be expeéed of children, il. 16. 

Regularity, habits of, fhould be encouraged in young people, 1.96. 
108. 114. Ul. 79. : 

Relations and friend's, thould never interfere in the management, of 
children when they are prefent, 1.98.148.  . ட்‌ 

Religion, importance of early impreffions in favour of it, ii. 6. 15. 
T7. 19. 22. 28, 31. 380. An indifpenfable part of education, 
1.106. ii. 5. 12. 13. 15. 19. 23. Lfnot foltered, irreligion will take 
root, 5. 15. 19. Children fhould not be left to find it out for 
themfelyes any more than tbe fciences, grammar, languages, &c. 
&.14. 19. 22.380, Remarks on the manner of teaching it to 
children, 1.6. 9,17. 20.23. 28. 31. 382. 384. Children often 
difguited with it by being furfeited with religious exerciles, 
O. 10. 16. 20. 23. 32. 334. Should never be put on the footing 

-of a tafk, 7. 10. 20. 23.384. True religion, what, 13. Should 

not be taken on troft, 8.27. If dreffed in frowns, will have but 

few willing votaries, 383. Natoral, fhould pave the way for 

the truths of revelation, 385. Inftances of the incoherent no- 

tions of little children on this fubject, 383. 

Reproof, thould not be adminiftered till the child is in a proper dit 

pofition to profit by it, 1.177. When fevere, excites ill-will, 

179- Children fhoul@ not be loaded with many at a time, 

180. Rules to be obferved in reproving children, 289. u. 363. 

376. Why fo often ufelefs, 363. : 

Reproof direct, thould be adhered to in our communications with 
fervants, 1. 237. ees oa 

Reputation, not the true principle and meafure of virtue, i. 288. 
How far children fhould be tanght to love it, 288. Danger of 
teaching young people to regulate their conduct by this ftandard, 
289, ne 

Riba how punifhed in children, i. 181. ்‌ 
Refolution and frmnes, thould be encouraged in children, i. 230. 

288. ii.229.365. Belt learned at {chool, ii. 49. Young peo- 
_ ple fhould never break through a refolution they have once feri- 
oufly formed, 1. 171. 250. 

Repee,
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Rejpe#, by what means obtained, ii. 74. a 
_ Refraimt, Never reftrain a child but when he commits a faule, 

‘i, 84. 93. 110. 184. If you reftrain children in their play, 
they will coniider you as a tyrant,-184. 339. . 

Reverence, which is compofed of a due mixture of love and fear, is” 
more lafting than love alone, i, 110. 112. 

Rewards, danger of promiling them to children, ¥. 151. 173. 178. 
182. What kind moft ufeful, 178.185. ‘The beft reward is the 
parents love, 182. 188. 298. Their value fhould not be leffened 

"by previous promifes, 191. * 
Rhetoric, ftady of it, of but little ufe, 11, 146. Ufual mode of 

teaching ic very abfurd, 159. | ட 
Ridiculz, parents fhould not duffer their children to ridicule others 

for their defects either of body or mind, 1. 243.272. Should be 
kept within due bounds, 286. i1.178. Danger of employing it 

* in correéting the faults of children, 287. Young people fhould 
be rendered invulnerable to its fhafts, i. 288. 11, 204. 

Rivalfbip, {picit of, fhould not be encouraged in children, 1.251 
‘273. ’ 

Rollin's Belles Eetires, recommended to thofe who with to begin a 
courfe of ftudies after their puerile education is finifhed, 1. 97. 

Romanlic, women made fo by their education, ii, 77. 112.—girls, 
fpoiled by the flattery of friends, 129. 

Romping, particularly defirablé for girls, i. 10. 26. 32. di. 105." 
108. 

Rooms, upper, moft healthy for bed-chambers, i. g. 50. The 
fituation°and fize of, particularly important for children, 22. 
49. No room fhould be warmer than 60 or 65 degrees, 29. 

8, 

Salles of youth, may be tolerated but not encouraged, i. 134. 
Saziricaln:fs, particularly difgafting in young women, i. 186. 294. - 

Young women often fall into it from the idea that a mild woman 
is infipid, 186. 

Sauntering difjofition, when habitual, proper treatment of it, 1. 90. 
Scandal, a vice particularly difgufting in youth, i. 294. 
Scholars, the belt of either fex generally the leaft offentatious, 

31. 97. 
த்‌ too often houfes of ccrre¢tion for imprifoned youth, 1. 79- 
Should be painted with Flora and the graces, 80. Muft not be 
depended on for every thing, ii. 44. .PraGtical means of im- 
proving them by parental co-operation, 44. 60. 62. Separate 
beds there, recommended, 67, What kind alone joftifiable 
while parents can keep their children at home, 51. On a fupe- 
riour plan, fhould be eftablifhed for young men from fifteen to 
feventeen years of ‘age, 377. 

Schools, boarding, fir boys, advantages of, ii. 34. 53. 55. 59 Ob- 
jections to, 35. 45: 48, 53. Proper choice of, 43.66, In ee 

cafe 
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cafes public are preferable to fmall ones, 43.60. In what cafes 
{mail ones are better, 43. 53. த்‌ ்‌்‌ 

Schools. boarding, for girls, compared ‘to hot-beds, ii. 49. adapted 
to different flations, fhould- be eftablifhed, 71. 121. Young 
ladies fhould be inftruéted in domeftic economy at them, 120. 
In what cafes proper, 70. In what refpeéts preferable to a pri- 
yate governefs, 73, Proper choice of 71. Objeétions to, $8. 

Schools, day, for boys, recommended, as uniting the advantages of 
private and public education, 54. ve ‘ 

Schools, day, for girls, recommended for the accommodation of thofe 
who cannot educate their children at home, 58. 

School-moftzrs, thould not blindly receive all the fcholars that are 
offered them, ii. 40. Should expel thofe whofe morals are 
bad, 40. Duties of, 7. 40. 43. 153. 156. . Qualifications, 
41. cB 

Sciences, children fhould, if poffible, find them out for themfelves, 
ர்‌, 106, 132, Unfit for children, i1,180. When learned in 
childhood lofe the charm of novelty, 180.279. Rules to be 
obferved in teaching them, i. 87. li. 211. 212. 272. ~ ட்‌ 

Scribbling, girls who take to it early are generally the leaft ftudjous, 
jie130. Young ftudents fhould be cautioned againft acquiring 
an itch for it, 175. ; 

Scriptures, what parts fit for children, ii. 3.29. When and how 
they fhould be read by young people, 3. 5.29. 233. Knowledge 
of them an effential part of education, 335. 

Scrupulous morality, defirable in very young people, i. 111. 
Secrefy, one of the evils to be apprehended in fuffering children to 

~ . affociate with fervants, 164. May be greatly prevented by 
making but few laws and prohibitions, ibid. 

Secrets, young people fhould be taught to keep them inviolably, 
1. 234. : 

தத்து employments, hurtfal to children, 21. 33. 156.219. Par- 
ticularly bad for girls, i. 10. il. 105. 114. 

Self-approbation, A confiderable portion of happinefs arifes from it, 
i.298. By what means this gratification may be fecured to 
children in the utmoft perfection, 298. 

Seif-command, habits of, fhould be cultivated in childhood, i, 82, _ 

86. 185. 230,266. Importance of it, 171. 4 

Self-concert, tee Canceit. 
Se/f-examination, importance of, 1. 286. 

Sedffonz/s, thould not be encouraged in children, 1. 182. 245. 276. 

o9t. ii, 126, n. Children often learn it from the meanneffes 

of grown perfons, i. 282.” : 
Self-prefervation, the பரம natural ufe of the underftanding, 1.2, 

ரா. Beftlearned by experience, 2. 26. 111. 156. ‘ 

Senfes, the firft fix years of life thould be employed in forming the 

_ organs of fenfe, i. 36, The redtitude of the underftanding greatly 
depends on their accuracy, 44. Exercife of them of the 

higheft utility, 44. Different ways of exercifing them, 44. In- 

- fants fhould never be interrupted when difpofed to pee 
= em,
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them, 11, 146. In the’ frit operations of the mind the fenles 
fhould always be the guides, 44. 105. ii. 135. 

Senfibility, proper management of children who are deficient in, 
1,93. A premature fpecies of, excited by fentimental rales and 

“novels, ii, 218.  Diminithed by reading fentimental tales and 
novels, 228. Young people thould not be condemned for being: 
deficient in, 1,246. Children often taught to counteré 
258. Affedtation of, difgvfting, 250. 258. 283. Ofien de- 
generates into ieliifhuels, 250, 270. Ufes of, 250. 280.  Chil- 
dren fhould never be praifed for, 258.278, . Inttead of endeg. 
vouring to increafe it, often neceflary to be checked, 264, ப்‌ 

~ When il] governed, 8822222105 1006 1001011407) 2௭6... சல] 
caution neceilary in the management of female fenfibility, 266. 
275. Of women, too much increafed by education, i. 2” 

விமா 1 ப 

  

- திதா ப intercourfe between them and children the ereatelt 
difmculty in domeflic education, 1. 135. 163. 339. In what re- 
fpects their fociety is prejudicial, 116. 135. 254.322. Atten- 
‘ion fhould be paid to their education and morals, 113. 342. 
‘Yhofe employed about children fhould be perfons of good un- 
derfianding and good behaviour, 113. Children will not prefer 
their fociety, if permitted to affociate with children of their own | 
age, 113.- Children would not prefer their fociety, were they 
not kept under too much reftraint in the Parlour, 1.110. 115. 165. 
339. Children fhouid be as much as poffible guarded acainft all 
intercourfe with them, 165. 304. 339, n. 344. ii: 37. Chil. 
dren fhould never be fuffered to converfe with tiem, i, 116. 
127. and. To forbid children converfing with them, mult 
injpire them with pride and infolence, and produce a tendency 
to the malevo'ent paffions, 136. 163. 340. 344. Children fhould 
be taught to accept their fervices with thankfulnefs, 127, 129. 
281, 304. 346. Should never be ridiculed for their igno- 
72106, 340. Should not be held up 2s objects of contempt, 
136. 344. 346. The evils arifing from an intercourfe between 
them and children may be greatly prevented by making few laws 
and prohibitions, &c. 161, 345. What reafons may be affigned , 
to children for not fufferine them to converfe with, 116. 
165, Proper treatment of, 165. 237. 240. Familiarity with, 
fhould be avoided by mafters and miireffes, 165. 346. From 
their fituation, too much addicted to lying, 237,n. Should not 
be unneceffarily queftioned, 237,n. Shou'd be difniffed if guilty 
of falfehood or equivocation, 346. ர்‌ 

Severity worfe than over-indulgence, i, 84. 95. 120. க “டு 
occafions a diflike to fludy, 95. Shouid be referved for the 
time of punifhment, 176. Excites ill-will, 180, fee 

Sexes, there is no good reafon why children fhou!d treat the one dif 
ferently from the other, i. 303. The different nuture of their 
occupations fhould make a difference in their ftudies, ii. 77. 
The idea that their education fhould be of an oppofite kind very 
abfurd, 107, 196. ‘They fhould rather. be formed to a re- 
femblance of charater than contrafled, 116, 

Sexual
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Sexzal diflin@ions, in the bodily exercife or the education of chil- 
dren, wrong; 1. 2. 26. 32. 159. it. 107. 116. 196. 

Shading, young peopie who learn to draw often know very little 
‘about it, 11.298. How learned, ibid, t ; 

Shame, cannct be kept if often tranfgreffed againft, i. 59. 174. 
If often employed as a punifhment, will deftroy the fenfibility of 
the mind, 188. 189. 290, Falfe fhame makes more libertines 
than love, 325. 1. 365. j ae 

Sheepifonefs, bad effects of, 1. 287. Should be avoided for virtue’s 
fake, ibid. ( ்‌ 8 

Shoes, of children fhould be thir: enough to leak, i. 1, Tight ones 
very bad, 14. 23. os is 

Sicknejs, attention to diet highly neceflary at fuch times, i. 165. 
Sigat, exercifes for it propofed, i. 46. 212. 214. 
Simplicity, of children, fhould be cherifhed, 1. 309. Often deftroyed 

by reftraint and lectures about politenefs, 309,- -Of character, 
‘the diftinguifhing mark of trae merit, 295. © Of language, 
fhould be ufed in our communications with children, 319. In 
drefs, recommended, 341. 345. 349.7 1 ட = 

Sincerity, often facrificed to falfe politenefs, i. 312. Superiour to 
politenefs, 314. CSE teat ade நலல ரில Se 

Singing, advantages of, over inftrumental mufic, ii. 305. 320. 
Remarks on, 308. 314. 322. ae 

Singing at fight, how learned, i, 307. 319. 326: LENE Tae 
Singularity, love of, fhould not be encouraged in young people, 

1. 29௦: In drefs, has the appearance of affeftation, il. 342. 349% 
345-349. 347 : கத பட்‌ 

Slatterniinefs, a fault too little attended to m education, i. 114. 
Should be corrected, 114. ii. 79/87. 342. ; 

Slawifh tempers, often the effect of teverity, i173. Bad. confe- 
quences. of it, ibid. Often the effect of private education, 
‘LU. 54. es ்‌ 3 . 

Sheep, ean fhould fleep as longas they like while little, i. 4. 
23. How many hours fhould be fpentin, at different periods 
of life, 37. Eight hours fufiicient'fer healthy gréwn perfons, 4. - 
ர Intemperance tm, hurtful, 15. intemperance in, how pre- 

vented, 16. Refrefhing, procured by cheerfulnefs before going 
~ to nef 223, 4 “ 
Shih, a {pecies of injuftice to fociety, i, 228. : 

Slovenline/s, extremely difgufting, i, 87. ii. 342,343. An affront 
to fociety, 347. A man who is a floven at forty will flink at 

fifty, 344. - 
Smith’s Wealth of Nations, recommended to young people before 

they read the HiRory of England, ii. 240, n. 
Social duties, can be but ill performed by ‘levity and ignorance, 

li. 108, 115. 
Sol/faing, how taught, ii. 307. 319. 326. A new method pro- 

pofed, 326. ; ae i 
Songs, for children, fhould be as fimple as their ideas, ii. 308. 

. Humourous or plaintive, net proper for-children, ibid, டன 
able,
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able, often improper for innocent youth and delicate beauty, 
22. : 

Spode, we fhould not be in haile to oblige a child to {peak i. 
101. Remarks on the treatment of children when they begin, 
to {peak, 101. 134. Speaking weil, a defirable obje& in edu- 
cation, ii. 160. 173. 186. 193. : be Be 

Spelling, women grofsly deficient in it, ii.747. Ufual modes of 
teaching it improper, 182, Various methods of teaching ir 
propofed, 1. 167. il. 182. 190. 204. 255. : : 

Spirits, we fhould not talk to children about them, ii. r-11. Chil 
dren fhould not be encouraged to talk on fuch fubjects, 4. 382 
How they may be explained to children, 4. 11. : 

Sguinting, caules of it, 1,29. -How cured, 6. 30. How pre- — 
vented, 11. . 

Starving, extremely hurtful to children and young people, i. 9. 
பந்த மெ 2 31- i 

Svaizes, how they may be taught children, ii. 263. 
Stays, injurious to health, i. 23. 26. 

Steadine/s and firmnefi, of great ufe in education, i. 106.120. 4 B26 
Better than fternnefs, rro. 

Stiffaefs in parental carriage, nips affection in the bud, i. 120, 128. 
Stories, children fhould be encouraged to relate them to improve 

their flyle, 1.203. ii. 138. 166. Sentimental, are the novels of 
childhood, 222. Unfit children for more inflruétive reading, 
222, 225. 

Strzinefs, 7 firiét hand fhould be kept over children from the be- - 
ginning, and gently relaxed as-they grow up, i. 83.121. Too : 
much, often occafions deceit and lying, 93. ii. 364. | 

Studies, many perfons are difcouraged from purfuing them, from 
having begun at the wrong. end, i. 97. ii, 210. A variety of 
ufe to difcover the latent talents of young people, i. 122. 1902 
ii, 328. Young people fhould not purfue feveral at once, i. Oi 
ii. 210, Sober, moft defirable for the female fex,- 81.120. 
Young people who are not direfted in them refemble travellers 
in a new world without a map, i. 107. Young people 
fhould confult men of judgment, and read proper books on the 
condu& of them, 97. 107. Direétions to young people on 
the conduct of them, 97. 107. 130. 201. ii. 156. 208 to 212. 

v 

ர. 
Study, No one fhould ftudy more than nine hours a day, i. 37.— 

Clofe, inchildhood, injures the health and mental faculties, 36.158. 
208. ii. 47. Without defire, is but the femblance of adtivity, i. 
131. When carried to an extreme, apt to injure the health and ren- 
der people morofe and ftupid, &c. &c. 78. 120. ii. 210. 207. 

Stupidity, how correéted, i. 91. 93+ 143. 166. 187. Whereit arifes _ 
from real want of capacity, the pains taken to remove it often / 
does more harm than good, 167. Often the effe& of an im- 
Proper mode of inftruétion, 143. - 

Sijle, various methods of improving it, i. 203. 204. ii, 138. 149, 
156. 166. 167. 172, 177. 204, 216. Improved by a knowledge 
of grammar, 146, 161.196, - < 

‘ Submiffions,
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Submiffons, fhould not be required of children unlefs reafonable and 
neceflary, 1. 179. 

Sugar, good for children, i.25. Recommended by Dr. Ruth, 
“டயம ௪ 
Sunday evening ledures, on religion and morality, recommended for 

{chpols, 11.7. Subjects propofed, 8. 
Superficial mode of female education, furnifhes women with a low 

ftandard of intelle@tual excellence, ii. 129. 241. லு 
Swfpicion, Danger of fufpeéting children falfely, i. 229.233. 238. 
34,222. Danger of exciting it in children by obliterating or 
cutting out objectionable paflages in books, 220. 227—and 
coution, in very young people prevent any vigorous exertion of 
genius or benevolence, 372. 7" 2 

Saveetmeats, improper for children, i. 4. . 
சிரார்த்த, 0412. (1௦ ய1ம்‌ 16௧7௩ it at ten years of age; i. 12. 42. 

Defirable for girls as well as boys, 13 andn. How leatned, 
12. Advice to fwimmers, 43. } 

Sympathy, how cultivated in children, 1.270.276. A better guide 
to charityand beneficence than any leétures on the fubje@, 270. 
275. Beit taught or improved by early example, 276.282. Of 
children for each other, fhould be carefully managed, 277. 
Should not be faffered to evaporate into fentiment, 280. 

ats 

Taking the Lord’s name in vain, young people fhould. be carefully 
guarded againft this habit, ii, 26. கவுல்‌: * 

Talents, youog women apt to negle& thofe they really poffefs, ii. 
285. Agreeable, deferve a certain degree of efteem as they 
are a proof of application and perfeverance, i. 119. Superiour, 
do not exonerate women from domeftic duties, ii. 129. ய்‌ 

Talking, little children fhould not be encouraged to talk much, 
1. 193. 290. ்‌ : 

Lame-fpirited children, {eldom attain to any thing good, i. 84. 
Uncomfortable and ufelefs beings to themfelves and others, 173. 
202. 

Taffh tone of the things which a child is to learn, frould “be im- 
poled on him asa tafk, 7, 85. 147. il. 137-316. Whatever is 
propofed as a tafk will prefently become irkfome, i. 85. 

Tafte, exercifes for this fenfe, i. 47. A 
Lafie and fmell, the natural connexion between'fhem fiould not be 

deftroyed by difguifing the medicines piven to children, i. 10. 
Tofte, of young ladies, {poiled by the little attention paid to itin the 

fancy-works done at fchool, ii. 99. p. True and corre@, a 
pure and refined pleafure, 173. 286. 311. How improved, 173. 
311. In the fine arts, muft be improved before we can be ful 
ceptible of an exquifite relifh for the performances of cthers, 311. 
315. Of children deftroyed by puppet-thows, &c, i. 219. OF 
young ladies often injared by the tharp geltures and dilagreeable 

--mamners of their inftruétors, ij. 321. Variety defirable, i, 328. 
Simplicity of, if praferved, will afford aconftant fupply of pleat. 
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‘Ing occupations, 216. Simplicity of, thould not be deftroyed 
in childhood, 216. 11.323. Young women fhould be excited to 
reafon about their own feelings, dnd all matters of tafte, rac, 

Tea, remarks on it, 1.7. Improper for children, 8. Rulesto be 
obferved by thofe who drink it, ibid. 

Teaching children, fee Infirudun, ~~ 
Yechiical terms, a complete knowledge of them _neceffary before te 

    

le€tures on natural philofophy can be attended with advantage, — a 
‘ii. 277. Should be avoided im converfation, when the idea 
can be conveyed without them, 274. : 

Teeth, young people fhould be taught the proper management of 
them, i. 20.56. Remarks on fhedding them, 5c. 

Yelemachus, not fit for children, i. 114. 217. Aes 
Temper, of children, fhould be carefully fludied, 1.83. We mutt 

not hope wholly to change the natural, 89. » Often hurt by {e- 
- verity and reftraint, 11. 128. ii. 321. Should be ftudied when 

children are at play and under no reftraint, i. go. 93.” 
Temperance, habits of, thould be fixed in early life, 1, 4.4. - The 

-beft prefervative of health, 19. lLeffons on, fhould appear to 
be moral, not economical, 24. : 

Tekdernefi, if not fhown to children, they will acquire a harfhnefs 
_ of character and apparent unfeclingnefs, which willrender them 
unamiable when grown up, i. 274. 

Terror, fyftem of, fhould be excluded from education, i. 197. 

Theatrical manner of {peaking and declaiming, fhould not be-en- 
couraged in boys, it. 157. 160. 173. 177. neg! 

Themes, fhould be required of young people at the age of fourteen, 
ii.177.. Should be compofed with celerity according to Dr. 
Johnion’s precepts, ibid. SubjeGts interefting to boys fhould 
be'cholen, 44.9 

Thumb-reading, what, ii. 192. : 
Ubunder and lightning, children fhould be taught to admire them, 

ம 205 i 
Time, {ketch in what manner it fhould be divided according to 

different ages, 1. 37. Children’s, fhould be regularly divided _ 
between bufinels and play, 121. 166. ii. 69. Children’s, 
fhould be fpent in acquiring what may be ufeful to them when 
grown up, i. 92.105.107. A good difpofition of, effential to ca 
nomy, 1.95. Young ladies often ata Jofs how to fill it up, 76. 
93- 278. 316. Young ladies often have not fufficient energy of 
mind to be entrufted with the difpofal of it, 72. Often mifpent 
at {chool, 136. iat i 

Timidity, the daughter of felf-love and modefty, i. 294. ‘Wheng 
catried to an extreme, becomes a misfortune, 292. 294. Widely 
different from true modefty, 295. at ்‌ 

Touch, different ways of exerciling it, i. 45. 209, 
Lradefmen and mechanics, lower order of, have no occafion for 

Latin, if. 74௦. 157. 162, French and drawing particularly 

ufeful to them, 159. 281. Bad confequences of their attempt- 
ing to make their fons gentlemen, 358. What kind of edu- 
cation moft defirable for their fons, ii. 140. 157. 162, 169. 305+ 
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357. What kind of education bef for their daughters, 71. 12. 
126, 164. 189. 305. Bad confequences of permitting their 
children to drefs above their ftation, 3¢6. 340. 

Tranflating, daily, a few lines into englifh, an excellent way of 
_improving youth in ftyle and orthography, ti. 157. 167. 

Yravelling, young men fhould be well-acquainted with their own 
country before they go abroad, ii. 328. 330, 331. 337- In 
foreign countries, at what age moft defirable, 329. 337. In 
what countries moft advantageots, 33..338. Different effects 
of, 332, 333- Rules to be obferved in, 328. 331- 334, 335- 

Trials, {uited to the capacities of young people, recommended to 
“'teach them the principles of laws and juftice, ii, 241. 

Tricks, awkward and nervous, how cured or prevented, 1. 6. 30, 

ரம தமத. Pstediars 
Truth, children muft be taught to love it, 1.226.232. A child 

fhould never be required to {peak it, 228. Mutt be adhered_to, 
if we with to fucceed in our inftru€tions, 232. 237. The moral 
difference between truth and falfehood fhould be explained to 
children, 232. It is fome time before children know what we 
mean by truth, 238. : 

Tutors and governefes, fhould be treated with refpeét by the parents 
and all the family, i. 58. 61. 11.36. Should be treated not as 
domeftics but friends, i. 62. Should acknowledge themfelves 
fallible, 59. 133. 195-325. Children fhould never be fuffered 
to be from under their eye, 127. Muft always be fubordinate 
to the parents, ii. 47. Should be liberally paid, 36. 53. 

Tutors private, choice of them of the greateft importance, 1. 61. 
76. ii. 36. Should have one afternoon in every week to them- 
felves, 39. Their moft important qualifications, i. 76. il. 36. 
144.351. Duty of, 37. 153. 156. 352. 353» Lectures thould 
be read on the training them up, 42. It is more difficult 

to become a {kilfal tutor than a learned doctor, 43. Plan pro- 
pofed for one tutor to fuperintend the education of the children 
of feveral different families, 50. 378. 

Twitchings and awkward gefticulations, in children, often occafioned 

by want of fufficient bodily exercife, i. 30. 146. How cured, 
6. 30. 314. 

| U. 
Underftanding, of children, fhould not be cultivated till the fourth — 

year, i. 159. Reétitude of it greatly depends on the accuracy 

of the fenfes;44. The degrading difference in the culture of 

the female underftanding reprobated, ii. 108. Of women fhould 

be cultivated and improved, 85. 91. 108. 112. 116, 266. Ex- 

ercife of it the only way to calm the paffions, 112. Cultivation 

of it but little attended to in the education of boys, 117. 

Women who do not love diffipation have more time to improve 

it than men, 118. Should be exercifed more than the memory 

.in education, i. 77. aes) ன்‌ 

Uniformity of condué the only feafible way of creating affection 

and refpedt, i. 120. 
Vori Il. eo NE Unnaturad



INDEX. 
Unaatural vices and propenfities, knowledge of them fhould if pof- 

fible be concealed from young perfons, 1. 324. 327.328. Ener- 
. vate both the body and mind, 324. 328. How prevented or ~ 
correled, 324. 327, 323. 338. é : 

-Unility, from ten years old, children fhould be taught to govern 
‘their aGions by their utility,i. 105. Children fhould if poffible 
perceive the utility of all they learn, 88. 131. li, Eig. = 
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Vacations and boly-days, bad confequences of permitting children te 

“f{pend them in difipation and idlenefs, ii. 42. 61. 63. 64. 67. 

Judicious conduét of parents at fuch times would much aflift 

the public preceptor, 61. Hints to parents how they fhould 06 - 
fpent, 63. 68. ie ae ay Soy 

_ Vanity, of children and young people, fhould be left to correét it- 

felf, i. 293. 299. ii. 110. Natural to children, i. 298. If im- 

properly reftrained will teach them hypocrify, 299. However” 

_ powerful a weapon in the hands of the teacher, is injurious to the 

pupil’s mind, ii. 228. Often created by the pains taken to 
de£roy it, 362. : =e 

Ventilators, recommended in all rooms where young people fit or. 
fleep, i.29. A new fort defcribed, ibid. 

Ferfe, turning into profe, and wice ver/d, recommended as a ufeful 
exercife, il, 175. 217.0. = ட . ; 

Vices, parents often unintentionally teach them to their children, 1. 60. 

62. 65.66. Parents often connive at or encourage them in their. 
‘children, 62. 66. 75. 186. Children often learn them from the 
converfation and example of their parents and thofe concerned 
in their education, 60. 62. 65. 66. 72. 75. ii. 37-—and follies 
of young men oftener arife from mauvai/e honte and want of firme 
nefs, than from their own vicious inclifations, 1.325. 11.49, 365. 
If people had no vices but their own, few would have fo many, 
365. Of {chool-boys, often the confequence of too liberal an 
allowance of pocket money, 311. 

Fices of mankind, fhould not be entirely concealed from: young 
people, 1. 328. ii. 49. 51. 56. 352- 363.367. 370. ்‌ 

Vicious companions, fee Companions. > ்‌ 
Violent methods, {eldom neceflary to 60166 children, 1. 186. 
Virtue, deft learned by example, i. 60. 64. 68. 73. 140. 262. How 

to infpire young people with the love of it, 123, 124, 155- ile 
232. Soamiable, that it is unneceflary to employ artifice to make 
her efteemed, i. 231. Can alone render us truly happy, 261. 267- 
fi. 231. Superiour degrees of, notadapted to childhood or youth, 
1.267.271. Virtues of children are of the negative kind, 271. 

7754 1722 extra, recommended for children, i. 206. ~ 

; 5 Ww. . ; 

Waking children fuddenly, hurtful, i. 80. Montaigne had his fon” 

walked by the found of mufic, ibid. oe 
7 Walking,
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Walking, reafon why not oné woman in ten walks well, i, a 

Walking well, how learned, 42. 56. 224. 3 யி 
Wafbing daily, recommended, i, 1. 19. 22. 33. 48. 
Wajhing and ironing, Madame de Genlis recommends that children 
_fhould learn it in their play hours, i. 217,. 
Weakne/sof onftitution, folly of perions valuing themfelves on ry 

i, 15. 27. 32. 279, ii, 116, Should be confidered as a defect, ; 
மம அடர எடு 

Wealth, parents fhould not infpire children with the love of it by a 
wifhing for great@iriches in their prefence, i. 61. 65. yo. 227) 
Value of it never truly known but by him who has acquired it, 
ii. 368. Folly of parents in heaping it up for their children, 
368. ்‌ 

Webb's l'amico del principiante, recommended, ii, 327. : 
Wine, children fhould never tafte it but when neceffary for their 

health, i. 4. 7. 31, Often induces thofe difeafes it was intended 
to cure, 31. Should be taken with thrice its quantity of water, - 
ibid. 5 

Wives, prineipal qualifeations and duties of, ii. 85. 93.108: 113. 
115. 118. 123. 128.132. Should regard the duties of houfe- 
witery as profeffional, 107. 114. 128. : es 

Wit, true, is ever on the fide of good nature, ii. 178. 
Women, their great importance in fociety, ii, 81, 104. 116. Muf 

not expeét to be beloved by copying the manners of men, 82. 
Should refpeét themfelves, that they may be refpeéted by others, 
83. Should adorn their underftandings as well as their perfons, 

84. Injured by the falfe ideas entertained of female fenfibility, 
beauty, &c. 1. 27. 3%. 221: 250. 299. fi. 97. 108. 112. 115. 
129. Morals of well-educated, more correé& than thofe of men, 
i. 76. Of ftrong feelings, can never be happy, 266. 275. Often 
fhow great judgment and ftrength of mind in the management 
of their families, 76. Should infift on the ftriteft chaftity 
in men, 329. 330. ii. 111, Should be taught caution with 
refpeat to men, 330, Should never permit any perfonal fami- 
liarity from men, i. 320. Whodonot love difipation, have lei- 
fure ta be wife, ii. 118. Too apt to confider. an attention to do- 
meftic concerns beneath their notice, 78.106. 108. Should 

wilh to pleafe worthy and fenfible-men, 82, Shonld not feek 
for the admiration of coxcombs, 82. Should think and judge 
for themfelves, 84. 96. Duties of, ii. 75. 77. 80. 81. 89, 93, 
06, 1௦1. 106, 114. 128. 

Wetting, Little children fhould not write their own compofitions or 
themes, but diétate them to others, ii. 180. 258. Might be 
taught by women as well as by men, 255. Children fhould not ~ 
learn it ull eight or nine years old, 257. How taught, 253. 

257° ல்‌ 
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Yielding temper, expofes the young novice to be eafily corrupted, 
4,230. 287. May have the belt confequences in good companys 
and the worft in bad, ii. 364. : ல 
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