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% THE ADVENTURES
imagining they laughed wwith him, when, in reality, they
laughed a7 hint.

But my mafter beheld the matter in another light,and
taking an opportunity one day, when the chaplainand he
were by themfelves in the ward-room, ¢ I have obferved
¢ with much concern, Sir,’ faid he, © that yonare falling
£ into an error, which I have known prove faral to many
¢ gentlemen of your profeffion. This is departing from
¢ your charaéter, in order to accommodate yourfelf to
¢ what you think the humour of your company. Be-
¢ lieve me, Sir, no man ever did fo, who didP not imme-
¢ diately fall into contempt with the very people whole
¢ approbation he ftrove to purchafe at fo dear a rate.—
¢ The greateft libertine delpifes a*clergyman who is a
¢ libertine; and the reafon is plain. You are fet apart

~ ¢ from the reft of mankind, to perform the rites of reli-
¢ gion, and inculcate virtue by your precepts and exam-
¢ ple; and for this you ate paid by the public, who ex=
¢ pect that you fhould earn your wages, by doing your
< duty ; and look upon thofe who do not ‘as no better
¢ than cheats. This may appear an odd way of fpeak-
< ing, but it is true neverthelefs. On the other hand,
< where a clergyman fulfils his duty, and enforces his
¢ f)reaching by his praétice, though he may not abfo-
¢ lutely reform all thofe with whom he converfes, yet he
¢ will certainly work this good effeét, that he will keep
¢ them in awe, and prevent their running into outrage-
€ ous lengths'of wickednefs,.at leatin his prefence. Fes,
¢ whatever people mav inconfiderately imagine, no man |
¢ ever acted in character, who was not refpected ; no man
¢ ever adted out of charaéter, who was not defpifed.

¢ Do but reflet a moment, in what light you yourfelf
€ would | ok upon a'lady, who fhould fpeak oblfcenclys
¢ fwear, drink, and talk of fighting, and it will fhew you?
¢ the juftice of thisremark. For wha5makes thefe vices
¢ fo particulaily hateful in a woman, is not ang thing in -
¢ their nature particularly contradiétory to the fex, more
¢ than ours, but becaufe they are contrary to her charaf:-
¢ ter. T beg your pardon, Sir, for talking to yot‘lll' in

B
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OF A GUINEA. i

# this free manner, inrefpe& to your condué, which I
¢am fenfible concerns only yourfelf; bl}é as the errors
¢ you have fallen into appear to have arifen merely from
“inadvertency and miftake, I think it my duty tocau-
¢ tion you againft the danger of them, sparticularly in
¢ your prefent fituation, with which I have had the op-
€ portunity of being much better acquainted than you
¢ poffibly can be. T was in the (ervice long, very long,’
¢ before you were born, and have been intimate with
¢ many chaplains, but never knew one who proftituted
¢ his charaéter to humour his company, who was not
¢ negletted by them when they had it in their power to
¢ have ferved kimj; as, on the contrary, I haye known
¢ many inftances of thofe who havereaped the happy fruits
< of a regular and virtuous conduét, by which they ac-
¢ quired an efteem that proved the fuundation of their
€ fortune ; and if all have not been equally fuccelstul,
¢ their dilappointment muft be attributed to fome other
¢ caufe. T would not by this be ynderftood to advife
£ you to a morofe diftance and ftiffne(s of behaviour, or
¢ alperity of reproof upon every occafion. They fel-
“dom, if ever, do good},? in any fituation; in yours they
¢ will certainly do hurt, by piquing falfe pride to act
¢ noppofition to them, without regard to the confe-
‘ quences. An obliging temper, and an uniformly decent
¢ condudt, lead infenfibly to imitation, where contra-
€ di&ion or direst admonition would be held impertinent.
¢ Thefe hints are fo obvious, that they may feem unne~
“Ceffary ;- but it is want of attention to them which has
* made fo many chaplains milcarrysn life, and indeed has
4 brought the very charater into difrepute.’

The chaplain, who wanted neither natural good fenle,
Nor yirtuous inclination, was ftruck with the juftice and
f_"s@e of this rebuke. He thanked my malter iﬁ‘.the moft
¢1Zenuous manner, and promifed to regulate. his future
conduét by his adice. Such a change at firft naturally
expofed im to the merrimentof his companions ; but
s my mafter tuok his part, and {hewed thém the injuftice
of fuch behaviour, it foon wore off; and he had the hgart=
SVorIIr - A 3 elt
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Hfelt fatisfa&ion to find himfelf treated with friendly re-
fpeét and confiilence by thofe whofe grofs familiarity had .
before often given him pain, as it evidently implied con-
tempt.

5 CHAP. II.

Chryfal deferibes true compaffion ; and fhows the general
confequence of a man’s acknowledging diftrefs, with the.
reafons of it. Chryfal’s mafler is prevailed 13@0)1 by bis
captainto tell him the canfe of bis melancholy, awbich s re-
moved by an aé? of uncommon geverofity.  Chryfal enters
1210 @ nesw fervice. : :
AS the captain maintained the moft friendly intercourfe

with his officers, he foon obferved that my maiter
laboured under fome heavy diftrefs of mind. This na-
tupally raifed his compaffion, and as real compaffion ne-
ver fees diftre(s, which it is not defirous of alleviating,
he frequently took occafion, when they were by them-
felves, to turn his difcourfe upon fuch fubjects as he-
thought might lead him to open himfelf ; but finding that
modelty, or a referve contradted from Jong acquaintance
with misfortune, and obfervation that the knowledge of
a man’s being in diftrefs always finks him in the efteem
of his companions, by cutting off their hopes of fervice
from him, and alarming their apprehenfions of his ex-
pecting alfiltance from them, prevented his taking t‘he
hint, he refolved to break through forms, and afk him
direttly. i

Seeing him therefore, one day, walking the quartgr-
deck, ina mood of deepeft melancholy, he called him
into the great cabiny;, and defiving him to fitdown, after
a little general chat, ¢ 1 fear, fir,” faid he, ¢ thac fome-
< thing hangs upon your fpirits. If it is proper to be
¢ commuyicated, let me know what it is, and depend
¢ upon every affiftance in my power to make you eafys I,
¢ afk not trom idle or impertinent} curiofity—¢ Sir,
anfwered my mafter, ftruck with the manner ip which he
fpcke, ¢ I berieve you above the influence of fuch mo-
< tives, and fhall therefore obey your kind commands.
€ wethout feruple, It is too true that I am unhappy ;

. ¢ an
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¢ and I fear my unhappinefs is too conmmon. 1 have de-

. € yoted my life to a profeffion in which Igave ferved my

¢ country above forty years with fidelity ; and I will take

. € the liberty to fay with fome fuccefs: And now, when

. where they might enjoy the indifpenh

“my conftitution is broken with wounts, fatigue, and
¢ change of climates, when nature calls for reft and re-
¢ frefhment, the only reward T have to expett is poverty,
¢ and its infeparable attendant, contempt. ~ This, fir, is -
¢ the caufe of my unhappinels ; and fuch a caufe, as 1
¢ believe you will think to be a juft one.”—* Very tiue,
¢ fir,” replied the captain, ¢ it is a jult one; and what
¢ muft affect every man of {pirit, and a generous way of
¢ thinking.  But you fhould not yield to it too far 1"You
¢ are flill in the vigour of life ; and, while the war con-
¢ tinues, fhould look forward with hope. Though you
¢ have been unfuccefstul hitherto, fortune may prove more

“kind.’—¢ Alas, fir!> returned my mafler. ¢ I have

€ been fo long cheated by hope, that I now deteft it.
¢ When T came out upon this laft expedition, our force
“ made me fo confident of fuccels, and I was fo well ac-
¢ quainted with the wealth in the place, that I unhappily
¢ gave way tohope, and raninto expences, which, though
‘far from being unneceffary, were imprudent, and
¢ threaten now. to involve me inruin, on my return home,
¢ as it has been thought proper by our fuperiors to rate
€ our fervice in the conqueft at fo low a price.’—¢ If that
“1s the cafe, tilen ! faid the captain, ¢ do not return till
&matcers mend. Whenever I am ordered home, il
¢ take care to get you removed into another fhip. Your
¥ ftaying abroad on fuch an account is not inconfiftent
¢ with the ftricteft honour, as you do it with an intention
¢ truely honeft.’ § .

¢ Dear fir,” anfwered my mafter, ¢ that is very tiue.
S But T am precluded even from the wretched relict of a
¢ voluntary exiles I havea wife and children at home,
¢ the apprehenfion of whofe diftrefles drives me to defpair.
€1t was to clothe and fettle them in a sittle habitation,
{ ble neceffaries of

¢ life with fome deoree of comfort, that I :m:icip:{‘?d my
| = | ¢ fuccefs



] THE ADVENTURES :
¢ fuccefs in the manner I mentioned ;5 and now, as the
¢ fuccefs has faglen {o farfhort of what I thought juft ex-
¢ pectation, all” the former favings of my life, (favings
¢ trom the very neceffities of nature,) will be torn away
¢ by the rapaciqus hands of mercilefs creditors, to make
¢ up the deficiency in the articles bought of themfelves
¢ to difcharge their demands, and my wretched family
¢ thrown upon the unfriendly world, without its being in
¢ my power to affitt them. o muft therefore reguin, and
¢ go 1nto jail, to prevent their ftarving in the ftreets,
¢ What affeéted myfelfonly, loneft indignation enabled
¢ me to [upport. 1 have feen boys, while ignorance I
¢ defpifed, and men whofe principles T degefted, prefer-
¢ red to command, while my fervices were over-looked ;
€ but, as I had not the intereft of the former, nor the
¢ modifh merit of the latter, I bore my fate with pa-
¢ tience. But to have thofe dearer to me than life ex-
¢ pofed to mifery, is more than I can bear.’—¢ Nor fhall
€ you bear it!” replied the captain, who had feigned to
cough, to hide the fympathetic tear that gliffened in his
eye, ¢ Nor fhall you bear it ! How much is the debt that
€ alarms you ? I willadvance it for you diretly ; and not
¢ that only, T will take upon me to make your merit, (to
¢ which I am no franger,) known to your fuperiors, in
¢ {uch a light as fhall not fail of juft reward.’

€ O Sir!” returned my mafter, as [oon as the fulnefs
of his heart gave him utterance, ¢ how ggn I fubmit to
¢ obligations, to which it is impofﬁblel fhould ever make -
¢ any yeturn I < All the return I defire’ anfivered the cap?
tain, ¢ is your friendfhip. Speak | how much do you
¢ want? The packet is yet in fight. T will order a fig-
¢ nal to be made for her, and give you a draft upon my
¢ agent.’—¢ Good heaven I’ exclaimed my mafter. ¢ Can
¢ there be ofuch virtue in man.’—¢ Come! what is the i
¢ fum ?* interrupted the captain, who wanted to fhortena .,
converfation, that began to be too affe@ing to him. ¢ I
¢ thall think you doubt my {incerity if you hefit#ze to ac-"
¢ cept of my friendfhip.—

¢ Such a doubt,” retorned my mafter, whofe heart a

a - z
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gl of tears had lightened, ¢ would be a blacker erime
¢ than ever ftained my foul! No: I receivt your benefi-
¢ cence with humble gratitude, as from the hand of hea-
¢ ven, nor will mention any other return but what mufk
“be made to that, till it fhall be pleafed to blels me
“with better ability.” Then pulling out his pocket-book,.
¢ Here s the account of what T owe,” continued he, giv-
Ihg him fome papeys, and a purfe containing little more
than his fhare of the price of the fmuggler’sboat: ¢ And
¢ here is all my worldly wealth, which is no more than
¢ an affignment of my milerable prize-money, and thefe
“few pieces of, gold, thrown by fortune inmy way, moft-
“ly fince our hands were tied up, by the capitulation.
¢ For the balance T muft be your debtor.”—¢ For the
¢ balance I’ anfwered the captain, returning the purfeand
the affignment. ¢ No! you fhall be my debtor,” if you
will call it fo! ¢ for the whole. It would be ftrange
¢ friendfhip to frip you of every thing. "You may want
¢ yourfelf.>— = .

¢ Excufe me, Sir,” interrupted my mafter, unable to
fupprefs the delicacy, the dignity of honour, ¢ T am not fo
“low a wretch, as to accept of more than I indifpenfibly
“want ; and that for perfons dearer to me than mylelf.
: I¥ you will not permit me to make the debt as light as
I can, it is impoffible forme to receive your friendfhip,
¢ however effentjal to the happinefs of my heart. Iam
¢ forry you fhould have entertained fo mean anopinion of
‘@me.’—< T have the higheft opinion of you!” replied the
Captain, who faw what pain he had givenhim, ¢ and fpoke
¢ In the warmth of my regard, without the moft diftant
¢ defign ofgiving you offence. But you fhall make your
¢ own terms, on this condition, though, that if you haye
‘any occafion for money, you will apply to m¢ with the
< freedom of a friend.’
. To fuch a propHfal, it was impoffible to refufe affent-
Ing. My mafter complied, and the captain taking the
money, &c. from him, defired that he would order a fig-
nal to be made for the packet, and write his letf]ﬂ's:
while he himfelf fhould draw a bill upon his age’;}};-:

P
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10 THE ADVENTURES
The fentiments exprefled by the captain made it a pleas
fure to me to gals into his {ervice on this occafion. As
foon as the lieutenant went out, my new mafter wal
3 turn er two about his cabin, in the exalted happir
of confcious virtue; and then drawing a bill for confider.
ably more than the licutenant was to pay, he defired that =
he fhould be called, and when he entered, ¢ I beg your
¢ pardon,’ faid he, ¢ for interrupting you, but itis to de
¢ fire that you will prefent fny compliments to%our wife,
< and tell her I beg fhe will accept of a trifling prefent
¢ from me, which I have taken the liberty to includean
¢ the bill. Come ! no words ! In this I will not be con- =
¢ tradi®ed.” €O fir]” anfwered the lieutéhant, catching |
his hand, as he reached him the bill, and kiffing it eager= |
ly, ¢ this is too much! my heart will burft.’—Sayinz |
which, he went out of the cabin, in a filence more &x-
preflive of his foul, than all the flights of eloquence. -
. CHAP. III. o =
Hiftory of a lieutenant of @ man of war. A comparifor
between the rewards of merit, in the land and fea ferwvices;
with a remarkable inflance of @ great man's remembering
an old friend. The confequence of attempting 10 [ét up Jor
a mender of manners, and of aman’s not meeting an Oppurs
tunity of making himfelf remarkable, Sy
'\VHEN every thing was fettled, and the packets
i failed, the lieutenant defired leaye to wait upon:
my mafter ; and as {oon as he entered, ¢ come, fir,” faid
he, ¢ to pay you the thanks, which the fulnefs of my heagt
¢ would not let me utter before. You have raifed me fa -
¢ happinefs from the {welt ftate of defpair.’—¢ Hold my. -
¢ friend " an{wered my mafter, taking his hands and =
fqueezing it tenderly, ¢ Speak no more of it I conjuié =
< you. I am abundantly overpaid for what I have dong -
¢ by the pleafure of having ferved a man of merit ; ands
< fhall think you repine at my happine(s in being able tof
< purchafe that pleafure, if I ever hear the affairmentions =
¢ ed more.” & £
To relieve the licutenant, whom he faw oppreffed witl
gxfac'tude, he then changed. the converfation to anothe
% S fubje&,_
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fubje&t, when the lieutenant fhowed fo much good fenfe;
“and folid judgment, that my mafter couldhot forbear ex-
preffing his aftonifhment, that fuch a man thould have
been fo long unpromoted in the fervice.

« If you can have patience to hear the frory of my life,”
anfiwered the licutenant, € it will foon explain that dif-
¢ ficulty to you.—My father was an officer in the aimy,
¢ who wag rewarded for the 1gs ofa leg, and thirty years
< fervice with the half-pay of a captain of foot. As he
¢ had a wife and children tomaintain and provide for, he
¢ retired to a cheap country, where he lived in the moft
¢ rigid ceconogy, in hopes of faving, for he could not
‘¢ make any thing, being precluded from every kind of in-
“ duftry, by the profeflion to which he had devoted his
¢youth. The fift acquaintance a franger gets in a
¢ country place is the parfon of the parifh. It was my
¢ father™s happinefs to fix his habitation, where there was
“a clergyman, who would have been a valuable ac-
€ quaintance in any place, and who was equally happy
¢ in the acquifition of a rational acquaintance in him-
¢ The common intercourfe of neighbourhood was, there-
. fore, foon improved between them into the ftrongeft
¢ friendfhip, in the intimacy of which, as iy father would
 often naturally mention his anxiety for his children, his

¢ friend perfuaded him to breed me, the eldeft, to the fea-
 fervice, in which he thought he himfelf might be able
‘o erve me, by his intereft with feveral commanders,
“8yith whom he had been acquainted formerly, when

¢ chaplain to a man of war. “%That is the fervice!™

¢ would the good man fay, with pleafure {parkling in his
“eyes® < That is the fervicein which merit is never dil= -

“ regarded. You would not have been laid afide after

¥ thirty years, to pine upon five fhillings aday,if you had
“'been bred to the fea. No! nol meritis all that is ne-

¢ ceflary there.”” @

 Suche an argument was too flattering to my.fat}?er’s

{ “hopes to be refifted. Though he felt the evil of not
¢ having been bred to a bufinefs him{elf, he was charmed

¢ at the thought of his fon’s bging pla\ced in the v ;f :
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¢ rifing to an higher {phere, and readily affented to the
¢ advice of Iés triend, who, not content with mere ad-
¢ vice, infifted on taking me home with him, and givigg
¢ me fuch an education as fhould qualify me to makea
¢ figure in the profeffion to which he had directed me.
¢« Jfever a man of merit in the fea-fervice,” would he of-
< ten {ay, ¢ fails of rifing, it is for want of having'had a
¢ good education to found his hopes upon. A mere fea-
< man may work a fhip, but an admiral fhould be a
¢¢ {cholar.”
¢ How well this reafoning was founded experience daily
¢ fhows ! though it would be jngratitude in me to arraign
< it, as the little tafte for letters which I acquired from
¢ his care, if it has not contributed to my advancement,
¢ has at leaft enabled me to fupport the fhock of difap-
¢ pointment, as well as to avoid many evils, into
¢ which I have feen others, who had not the fame
¢ advantage, fall. . At fixteen (for he infifted that it was
¢ moft wretched palicy to turnaboy loofe upon the world
¢ before he had come to the ufe of reafon, and was well
¢ inftruked in the principles of morality and religion, for
< the fake of gaining a couple of years advance:) At
¢ fixteen, I fay, I was fent to fea, provided with a chelt
¢ of books, and mathematical inftruments, and a good
¢ fuit of cloths, not to difcredit the recommendation
¢ which my beft friend gave me to an admiral, with
¢ whom he had been moft intimate wiien a lieutenant;
¢ and whofe readinefs to ferve him in any thing he weyld
< not admit a doubt of. On my prefenting my letter;
¢ the admiral at firit had forgot the name, but recol-
¢ leting himfelf at length on my mentioning fome cir-
¢ cumftances which I had often heard my friend dwell
¢ upon wjth pleafure, ¢ Very true,”” faid he, ¢ I remember
¢ ltim now. He madethe beft bowl of punch of any
¢ man in the navy.”— @ ;
¢ This was all the notice the great man toqk of him,
< or of me or?his account, except. I fhould add, thaton
< his captain’s obfervingI fhould make a good figure on
¢ tife quarter deck, I was diredtlyrated a midfhipmﬂ‘n-‘
) ; a
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¢ a favour for which I {oon found I was indebted to lis
¢ caution of {ending me well drefled, mudh more than to
¢ his intereft. Though I felt this difappointment of my
¢ firft hopes very feyerely, on my friend’s account as well
¢ as my own, I could not think of fhockig him with the
¢ news, but faying, in general terms, that I had been
¢ well received, refolved to apply myfelf to my bufmefs,
<and try whether I could not deferve that favour which
¢ he had failed to procure mle. As I had been accui-
* tomed to convetfation very different from that of thofe
¢ with whom alone I could now. converfe, I took every
“ opportunity, when off duty, of running to my books.
¢ But the relicf I found from this was for the prefent
¢ over-balanced by the general ridicule into which it drew

- ¢ me ; efpecially, as I not only avoided obfcenity,{wearing,
¢ and drinking myfelf, but had alfo been {o imprudent as
¢to rebuke others for them. I was immediately nick-

" £ named the porfon, and avoided by every onein the ﬂl{i{g.
¢ T need not deferibe to you the fituation of a petit o
¢ cer, infulted by thofe below him, ridiculed by his equals,
¢ and looked down upon with contempt by his fuperiors,
¢ who forgot they ever were in his ftation themfelves. T
¢ bore it for fifteen years, at the end of which time,
¢ having the good fortune to be fent to London, with a
¢ prefs-oang, on purpofe to mortify me, for I always
¢ difliked that particular duty more than any other in the
¢ fervice, on fe8ing an advertifement in the news-papers,
<athat all who were qualified by their ftanding to be.lieu-
¢ tenants in the navy thould attend to pafs their exami_na-
¢ tion, I offered myfelf without My other introdu'&xon,
$ or intereft, and was appointed to a thip. In this fta-
¢ tion I have now done my duty for five and twenty years,
¢ without reprehenfion 5 but as I have no corpgraion in-

« terefl to pufh me at home, none of the zodern polite ac-

b€ conmplifbaents o d'ccommend me ta the favourites of for-
¢ tune, whom I occafionally meet in the fervice, n v have
¢ ever had the good luck to find an oppomunity of malg-
¢ ing myfelf remarkable, by any a&tion of eclat, thoughin
€ itlelf no more than a fuccefsiul blunder, my un@onn
Vior TR Be ¢ conduct
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¢ conduét and care have paffed unnoticed, and I remain
¢ a lieutenant %ill.” |

The circumftances of this ftory affeéted my mafter in
the ftrongeft panner. He took the licutenant by the
hand, and defiring him not to defpair, repeated his pro-
mife of ufing all his intereft to ferve him, of the fuccefs
of which he had no reafon to doubt. 2

Nothing particular happened during our voyage. One

_inftance, though, of my mafter’s conduét in his military
capacity I canaot forbear mentioning, as it fhows his
charater in the ftrongeft light, which was, that he neyer
interfered in the bufinefs of his officers, bug ifhe happened
to (e any thing which he difapproved, inffead of interpol-
ing his own authority publicly,and giving contrary orders,
healways {poke privately to the officer onduty, and givinF
his direétions under the appearance of adyice, let the al-
teration proceed as immediately from hini, by which
means he {pared him the pain of being found fault with
before the men, and confequently leffened in their opini-
on. This delicacy not only endeared him to them all,
but alfo contributed greatly toadvance the fervice. For
as every officer knew that he fhould have the credit or
bare the blame of his own aétions, theyall exerted them-
felves with the utmoft ardour ; whereas, on the contrary,
where a captain is continually interfering, and leaving
nothing for his officers to do, they grow garelefs of courle,
and do nothing, as they know he will arrogate to him-
felf the.merit of {uccels; if they do not even take a -
lignant pleafure in any miftarriage, the blame of which
they have fo juft an opportunity of throwing upon him.

CH 5 ; -

An uncommon metkod of cargying on a war 5 with the
danger offpeaking the truth too plainly, at animproper time.
Chryfal’s mafler meets bis brather.  Some account of bimty
He reprefents certain matters in an odg bight.  Chryfal en-
ters ixo bis fervice. Conclufion of bis charader; Chryfil
quits bis ferfice, on an uncommon occafion, for one jrom
avbich be paffes, in the ufual courfe of bufincfs, into that of
the $encral, WHEN

(
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[ EN we arrived at the place of our deftinations
we found the fhore covered with a¥§ extenfive en-
campment, and every thing wearing the appearance of the
moft aftive war. The firft thing my mafter did was of
courfe to wait upon the general, whofe operations he was
fent te affit. He met him viewing an occafional forti-
fication, which he had caufed to be raifed to train his
army to the'method of making)‘cgular fieges and attacks;
and marking out a piece of ground to be fowed with ve-
getables, to corret the bad effeéts of the (alt provifions
which his men had lived upon in their paffage thither,
and preferve them in health. The account he received
from my mafter” of the heavy lofs fuftained in the expedi-
tion from which he had joft come, gave him vifible plea-
fure, as it feemed to et his own conduét, which was dia-
metrically the reverfe of that oblerved there, in the molt
advantageous light. z 3
¢ T .wonder,’ faid he, looking around him with an air
of confcious exultation, ¢ how officers can reconcile it to
¢ themfelves to throw away the lives of their menin fuch
¢ amanner! For my part, I a& upon very different prin-
€ciples. T take care not only to give my troops n in-
¢ fight into all the various branches of the military art,
¢ but alfo to keep them in fuch health as may enable them
¢ to reap the advantage of their experience. There is no-
¢ thing jo bad in war as precipitation. It was the fole canfe
¢ of the late general’s defeat and death.’—¢Yes " interrupt-
¢dgan officer who ftood near, and had hearkened to him
With evident impatience. ¢ Delay is full as bad. Your
¢ troops want neither health nor expefience to conquerevery
oppofition they can poflibly meet ; and will accomplifh
€ the end they were fent upon before your cabbages are fit
¢ for them to eat, if you will but lead them againft their
' Encmies, and net give them time to retire with their ef-
A fe&s into places whither it is impoffible for an army to
¢ purfue them, whi ¢ your men watte their time and {pirits
: In the foolifh parade of mock battles and fges, till they
lofe their ardour with delays which can aniwer no end
: !)ut that of protracting the war, and thereby lengti¥n-
:g a lucrative command.” 82 - Such
L
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Such an attgck was quite unexpected, and ftruck the
general with equal furprife and indignation, as it touch-
ed him in the tendereft part ; however, diffembling his pal-
fion, of whichshe had an abfolute command, ¢ I would
< have you to know, fir,’ faid he, ¢ that I think it the
¢ higheft affurance in you to attempt cenfuring my con-
¢ du&, who are: fent merely to execute my orders. When
¢ 1 afk your opinion, it will be time enough for you to
¢ give i, till then, obedience, not advice, 1s what I ex-
¢ pect from you. If I did not hold it beneath me to fhow
< refentment to one fo abfolutely fubject to my power,you
« fhould inftantly find the effect of this infolence. But
¢ prefume not on that protetion any further, as you re-
¢ ward your fafety. No man provokes me with impuni- .,
¢ ty.—¢ N—n—nor me!® fputtered the officer, whofe
temper, hot as that of the general was cool, caught fire
at the fainteft fhadow of offence, and flamed almoft to
madnefs, as foon as rage pernmitted him to articulate a
word, ¢ Nor m—m—me.. I feck no p—p—protection
¢ but my fiword, with which I will y—v—vindicate my
¢ own honour, and make good what I fay.—Talk tom—
¢ m—me of fafety and im—p—p—punity '—

The affair now became ferious, thefe words ftriking at
the general’s fafety as well as his honour, and convinc-
ing him that he muft fupport his dignity by @ vigorous*
effort. ¢ What!” retorted he, therefore,gwith a tone and
air of offended authority. ¢ Do you menace me, too? I
¢ fuppofe you defign to raife a mutiny in the avmy, But
¢ I'll prevent that,’—gThen turning to an officer who at-
tended, ¢ Take thatmadman away,’ continned he, and
< put him under a guard, till he recovers his reafon. Such
¢ behaviour muft not go unpunifhed.’—Then addrefling
him{elf t8 my mafter with an affected unconcern, as above.
being moved by what had happened, while the other was,
led away [peechlels and convuf(ed wikh rage, he politely
invited him tg dinner; an honour, however, Gvhich my
mafter declined accepting that day, as he was moft im-
patent to fee his brother, who bore a principal command
in the army under the general. The meeting of thele

@ brotherg
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brothers was truly affefting. The inftin&ive connexion
of nature had been indiffolubly cemented between them
by the facred bond of friendfhip, foundad ona fenfe of
mutual virtue. :

Aétuated by the fame principles, they had both devoted
themfelves to the profeffion of arms;, %n the different
. fervices of the land and fea, as if to avoid the jealoufy of
rivalfhip, each being determined to let no.competitor take
the lead of him in the road ro honour. Undebauched by
affluence,” and difdaining t8 wafte his youth at home in
; lilxury,xwhen the caufe of his country called for his al-
fiftance, the elder bravely came to feck for glory in thefe
inhofpitable wilds, with as much ardour as my malfter
purfued it onhis proper‘element, in order to earn honours,
which he might tranfmit to hisiown pofterity, equal to
‘thofe which his brother inherited from his illuftrious an-
ceftors.  When the tender enquiries of affeftion were re-
ciprocally anfwered, my mafter gratiﬁed _the curiofity of
his brother with a particular account of his late dearly
bought fuccels, clofing the black detail with fome remarks
on the different conduét of the general of this army which
‘ere much to his advantage. S .
¢ Your reflections, my deareft brother,” anfwered the
officer, ¢ are moftjuft, as things appear to you. But when
¢ you have had an opportunity of fceing turther, Ifear you
s will find reafon to change your fentiments, and that the
¢ delay here proceeds at bottom from the fame principle
¢ with the pre8pitation which produced fuch terrible ef-
§feéts with you, and heaven grant it produces notas bad.
¢ Intereft is the objet every where; and whether that is
¢ purfued by facrificing the force@n rath and ill-conduét-
¢ ed attempts, to gain an immediate prize, or by letting
¢ them melt away in inaétion, to accumulate the profits
¢ of command, makes no difference in the end. I would
i ¢ not be underftood from this to juftify the officer for ar-
| ¢ raigning the geperal's condié in fo public and perfonal
‘2 manner. Such ungoverned warmth is inexcufable.
* Prope% refpe muft be paid to thofe whko bear authority
¢ or the effect of that authority ceafes ; indeed, itis not to
B3 tdem,

2



18 THE ADVENTURES
¢ them, but to him who delegates the authority, the re-
¢ fpeét is paid. general at the head of an army repre-
¢ fents his fovereign in the plenitude of his power, and to
¢ fuffer any flight to be fhown to his delegated charaer,
¢ were tobetray ghe truft of that delegation. For thisrea-
¢ fon, I think his punifhment was neceflary, and there-
¢ fore juft: I wifh I could add, that it was equally fo
¢ fiom the injuftice as from the circumftances of the ac-
¢ cufation which occalioned dt; but to any one who will
€ not fhut his eyes it muft appear beyond a doubt, that
€ his great crime was fpeaking too much, and teo plin
¢ truth ; for, with all our boafted care for the prefervation
¢ of the men, their diftreffes are {uch as haye not left me
¢ a penny in my pocket, for Icannot fhut my hend where
¢ my heart is opened. In fhort, I am fo fick of the whole

¢ fcene, that/T have folicited the command of a detached’

¢ party, with which I hope to fhow, that the native bra-
¢ very of Britons, when led with fpirit, requires but lit-
< tle experience to enable them to conquer more formid-
¢ able foes than naked favages, led by a few wretched
¢ Frenchmen, in a condition not much better. - T fet out
¢ to-morrow morning, and think it a particular happinefs
¢ that you have arrived time enough for me to have this
¢ interview with you.’

The reft of their tonyerfation is not neceffary to bere-
peated, as it turned upon their own domeftic concerns.
“This much only it is but juft for me to wbierve, that it
fhowed their conduét in the intercourfe and relations of
private life to be as amiable as that in their public capa®
cities was exalted ; andwproved that moral virtue is the
beft foundation for true heroifm.—My mafter’s brother
having, in the courfe of their converfation, intimated his
having fome prefent occafion for money, I here entered
into his fervice.  You may judge I remained not long in
the poffeffion of my new mafter. Hisbrether had no foon-
er left him, than he paid me away, antbng 2 large ntm-

er of my fellp_ws, to a merchant, for fome &llitions

which he thought it neceflary to make, at his own ex-
pencg, to the provifions made by the public for the fup-
o port
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¢ fight, and before they haye time to confider too much
¢ about it.’— @
< I defign, Sir,” anfwered my mafter, with a folemnify
and affectation of politenefs, which made the ftrongeit
contraft to the'blunt freedom of the other, ¢ to call a
¢ council of war very foon, at which I fhall be glad of .
. € your affiftance, to forin a plan of operations forthe cam-
¢ paign. When that is done, and all proper meafuses
¢ concerted, you fhall fet ont, Precipitation is very dan-
¢ gerous, and direétly contrary to the principles of the
¢ regular art of wwar, by which I mean to proceed, Ths
¢ favages fhall find fome difference between my conduck
¢ and that of my predeceffors, They than't {urprife me
¢ on my march ; ner draw me into an ambufh, among
¢ woods and mountains.’—*¢ As to the art of war, Sir,”
replied the other, ¢ I know no moreof it than what hea-
¢ ven and common fenfe have taught me, which is, to find
¢ out the enemy, and beat them as fcon as I can, my plan
< for which is always direfted hy prefent circumftapes ;
¢ nor do I know how one can be ftormed to effect, any
¢ other way,’
¢ Your exploits have always been well executed,’ re-
turned my mafter, with an air and tone of umportance,
as defigning to fay fomething that fhould raife him 1
the opinion of the other,. ¢ but you have hitherto afted
¢ rather in the low fphere of a partifan, than as a gene-
“¢ral, Theduty of a general compreheids much more
¢ than what yon mention, as you fhall have an oppoxtus
¢ nity of learning before we take the field, I intend fo
¢ go through a regulay®ourfe of military opevations, Lo
¢ inftru&t my officers, and difcipline the men, Youshea-
¢ wen taught generals may beat the enemy, but that js the
¢ leaft part of the care and duty of a general now a-days.
¢ The very leaft part.'—¢ And pray, Sir, how much
¢ time will this courfe of operations take up *—¢ I can-
“ not exaétly fay ; but not above a month or two., I 1na-
¢ gine.’—¢ A meonth or two! why, Sir, I hope we fhall
¢ have done the moft troublefome part of our work by
€ thattime ; or ¢lle I do not know whatmay be the con-

) ‘¢ fequence,
- / a
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U feguerices  Fory to be plain with you, thefe delays will
¢ never do with the uncivilized American?, who judge of
¢ things only by common fenfe ; and cannot be made to
¢ comprehend this way of carrying on 4, war, by lying
¢ ftill in a camp. and doing nothing. They have formed
¢ very difadvarniageous notions of the delays already made;
‘ad think a man who does not advance to fight his
¢ enemmy, is afraid of him ; and, therefore; if they are
¢ ot led to adtion direétly, t'fxey will defert ; fo that, if
¢ I ftay a month or two here at ichool, to learn a leffon
* I may never have occafion fot, I muft find other forces
¢ 10 put it in praétice with."—

-4 Cannet you devife any reafon that mdy account for
¢ your flaying, to their fatisfattion ¥—¢ Really, fir, not
11 I'never was good at devifing reafons, deftitute of
¢ truth, in my life; and have entirely forgot the praétice
¢ fince I have converftd with the Americans, who are far
¢ from being fuch fools as they are too generally thought
‘to be. Though they havenot the advantages of learn-
‘ing, they fee by the light of natural reafon through ail
! the boaffed wiles of policy; and, as they never mean
‘deceit themfelves, deteft it in others, however fpecioufly
¢ difguifed; ror ever place confidence a fecond time,
“where it has been once abufed.'—¢ How! the Ameri-
¢ tafis never mean deceit ! Surely, you muft know better !
¢ they are the moft perfidious, deceitful favages that bur-
¢ then the earth’; and it would be an advantage to the
“world, if the whole race of them was exterminated.”

¢ Such of them as™converfe much with civilized Eu-

fopeans, it is too true, learn m%y things from them,
‘which area difgrace to their own favage nature, asyou
‘eall it. But I fpeak of the general difpofition of the
¢ people.  Treat them with candour, probitys, and ten-

:‘ dernefs, and they will return them tenfold, in all their

¢ ttercourfe with gou; as, on the other hand, they fel-
¢ domn iai& to rerort the contrary treatment with fevere
¢ ufurg. Nor are they to be blamed. In aﬂ.theu'dealmgs
“with the Europeans they find themielves impofed upon

* inthe groffeft maaner ; in a manner not fit to be pac-
9 tiledy
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¢ tifed even with brutes. Their fenfibilityis quick, and
their paffionsungoverned ; perhaps, ungovernable : how

then can it be wondered at, that they make returns in
kind, v-henever they find opportunity, and become the
moft dangerdus enemies? Whereas, if thofe paffions
‘were attached by good treatment, they would be the
moft affe@ionate, fteady, and careful friends. I {peak
from experience, I treat them as rational creatures 5 and
they behave as fuch to m¥. I never deceive Yhem ; and
they never deceive me. I do them all the good offices
€ in‘my power; and they return them “manyfold. Tn
¢ thort, I pra&ife to them the behaviour which I wifh to
€.meet from them, and am never difappotited.  All e
¢ evils which have been fuffered from them have ‘proceeded
¢ from the unhappy error of thinking ourfelyes pofified
¢ of a fuperiority over them, which nature, that is; hea-
¢ ven, has not given us. They are our fellow- creatures 5
¢ and in general above our level inthe virtues which give
¢ real pre eminence, however defpicably we think of, and
¢ injurioufly we treat them.’—

¢ They are much obliged tosyour charatter of them at
¢ lealt; whatever others may be. And pray, fir, what
¢ Is it-you would have me do, to preferve the good opi-
¢ nion of thefe moft virtuous people ¥—¢ T prefume not,
< fir, to fay what is proper for you to do. All my defire -
f is, that you will difmifs me diretly, in a capacity of
¢ making good my promifes to my frienls ; and, by the
€ time you fay you fhall be ready to move with your &'~
¢ my, I hope to give a good accdunt of the enemy.’—
¢ That, fir, I have nd*thoughtof. However, as you are
¢ lo defirous of going, I fhall notdelay you. = [} form
¢ a plan of operations for you this very day.’—

¢ For me, fir? T do not underftand you. = How can
¢ you know what will be proper or poffible for me to doys
¢ at the diftance of many hundred miles, in a country”
¢ you are an utter ftranger to. In Arope, where war,
¢ like a gameat chefs, is played, as I may fay, entirely
¢ by act, that method of planning in the clojet the ope-
¢ radons of the field may do, perhaps; but then it is

® ¢ neceflary
simG |
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' neceffary that each fide fhould play the game by.the
¢ fame rules, A body of Americans, wh@know nothing:
< of the art of war but fighting, might beapt to move fo
[ irregularly, as to difconcert the whole f{cheme of the
¢ game. Indeed, by what I can judge Of the matter,
¢ that very method of planning the operations of a cam-
< paign is advantageous only to the general, as it prolongs
¢ the war, and confequently the emoluments of command,
¢ by tying fip his hand from a%ailing himfelf of any un-
¢ forefeen circumftances in his favour. Whereas, if ar=
¢ mies were fentout only to fight, as tormerly, before the
¢ improvements in the art of war, the difpute would foon
¢ be decided, ahd even the vanquifhed better off than the
¢ victors are at prefent, whofe riches and ftrength are fo
¢ exhaufted, by this dilatory way of proceeding, that they
¢ are not the better for their fuccefs. I hope, fir, you do
. ¢ not take offence at the plainnefs of my fpeech. 1 have
¢ fo long been accuftomed to converfe with favages,
¢ who fpeak jult what they think, that I am become
¢ quite a firanger ‘to that diffimulation which is called
¢ politenefs among civilized nations, and muft make uvie
¢ of words in their original intention of conveying my
¢ thoughts.’—
¢ Not in the leatt, fir! I like your free manner much.
€It s in the charadter of a foldier. T will order every
¢ thing to be got ready for you direétly ; and you fhall go
¢ as foon as youPpleafe, at tull liberty to aét as you fhall
¢ e proper.’—¢ I hope, fir, I fhall not make a bad ule
¢ of that liberty. And, pray, among the other things,
€ do not forget to order me fome foney.’—
- © Money, fir! What occafion can you poffibly have for
b money, among favages, who do not know the value of
¢ it ¥—< Why really, fir, that queftion is natural. But
£ the matter is, the favages, who come among Europeans,
# fee every thing gaverned by gold, in fuch a manner,
¢ that they have taken it into their heads we worfhipit 5
f and, thé:efore, are become as eager for#t as ourfelves,
€ in hopes of gaining an afcendancy over us, when they
¢ have got our god in dxeircpoﬁ'cﬂion.’ A om-
2
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A confcious heart takes to itfelt more than was ever
meant.  The dry manner in which this was faid touched
my mafter to the quick, and made him not defire to pur-
fute the converfation any farther with fuch a free fpeaker,
nor have fo nice an obferver longer about him to pry into-
the motives of his a&ions. Giving him, thetefore, the
money he required, he wifhed him fuccefs, with a forced
politencfs, and difinifled hipn to prepare for hig departute.
It was a pleafure to me to change my fervice on this
occafion; as the idea T had conceived of my new mafter,
both from his appearance and converfation, promifed me
fome variety, and my curiofity was heartily furfeited with
the regular art of war,
CHAP. VI. ;
The manner irt which Chryfal’s mafter was received by
bis fubjelts. Antiquated principles on which bis authority
was founded. His odd opinions and condul? in fome im-
portant matters, avith the confequences.
AS {oon as every thing was ready, my mafter fet out
4 for home, where he arrived without meeting any
thing remarkable in his journey, as you may fuppofe,
through uninhabited defarts. The reception he met with
from his people was the very reverfe of what /bwerez?hgy
ufually meet. They welcomed him with fincere joy an
refpett, which they exprefled in the overflowing of their
hearts, without ceremony or parade: I fay ©fovereigns,’
as he really enjoyed that power in its moft rational fenfe,
his will being a law to all around him, becaufe they wi-
ways found it juf}, and advantageous to them. Though
the account which he ‘gave my late mafter of his manner
of treating his people thowed a juft foundation for his
power over them, I found that it depentled not on that
alone.  His authority, like that of the firft rulers of the
earth, was founded alfo on the relations of nature, ande
fupported by its Itrongeft ties, he being literally the fa-*
ther of his fubjets, the king of his own fagily. To
explain this itéis neceflary to inform you, that on his fix-
ing his refidence among thefe wncivilized nations, in or-
der%o gain an influence Sver them the more rcadily;la ge
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had laid afide all fuch rules of conduét as feemed to him
to be contradiétory to natural reafon, gnd the public
good, however forcibly enjoined for particular conveni-
ence. Among thefe, the chief was, the cuftom of re-
{training the commerce between the fexes? and confining

individuais to each other, after the defire which firl
brought them together had ceafed : As he faw that the
ftrongeft paffion which governs the human heart is that
defire, (fos his philofophy was not refined enough to fug-
geft one thought of governing the paffions) and as the
continuation of the fpecies depends entirely on the grati-
fication of it, he held every oppofition to it to be moft
criminal in itdlf, and detrimental to the public gocd,
(properly the firfk objet of every civil inititution, and
-which can be promoted no way fo effectually as by pro-
moting population) and thersfore exerted all his influence
to encourage that commerce, under fuch reftrictions only,
as were evidently neceffary to procure the great end of it,
the propagation of the [pecies, He gaye hberty to every
man to converfe with as many females as he pleafed, and
to quit them whenever he thought proper, provided they
were not pregnant, To the women the former liberty
could not be extended, as the ule of it would defeat the
defign ; or, where it had not immediately that effect,
caule confufion, and prevent both paternal care and flial
duty, by the uncertainty of defeent: but the latter in-
ftance they enjoseed equally with the men, being allowed
fo choofe whom they liked, and if not pregnant quit them
At pleafure, for others, without reproach or fhame, the
offspring of all which connexionsevere to remain yith

the fathers. SRR

T fhall not fay whether reafon originally fuggefted this
{yftem to him, or (as is often the cate) whether he fought
ifor reafons to fupport the diftates of inclination. ; Be it
Which it would, the effedt was the fame. His fubjects
Increafed in an und®mmon degree; and he fo_undcd) like
the patriapchs of old, an authority on the juftelt of all
F'inciples, voluntary conient, over a people 11)fe§a|:ably
inked to him, and to each other, by the ftrongel tieg of

-Yor, IIL: " Cay nature
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nature, as being, by this complicated commerce, inthe
ftriGteft fenfe che family; for, difdaining to make Jaws
for others, which he would not obferve himfelf (like too
many of his brfther legiflators) he had enforced his pre-
cepts fo powertully by his example, that there was {carce
a houfe in any’ of the tribes around him, from which e
had not taken a temporary mate, and added a child of
his to their number. That his reception, as I obferved,
fhould be moft cordial ffom fuch fubjects iS not to be
wondered at. They flocked about him on his arrival, and
hailed him with one voice by every tender relation of na-
ture; brother, father, fon, hufband, thowed an affection
too fublime to be exprefied by formal ruled; and impoffible
to be ften without fympathifing in it. When this tribute
was paid to nature, he called theelders of the people toge-
ther, and diftributing among them the prefents which he
had received for that purpofe, gave them an account of
the mighty army fent by his {overeignagainft the enemy,
and propofed to them to affift its operations.

There required not many avguments to confirm their
confidence, in one who had never deceived them. They
readily and fincerely affented to his propofal, and fending
to invite all their neighbours to join them, feparated to
make the very little preparations neceffary for perfons who
were {trangers to luxury, and knew no wants but thole
of nature.

2 CHAR. viIT.= &

Chryfal defcribes bis mafter’s habitation and fami]ly. e
makes an uncommon. progrefs. The manner in wwhich he
Sound the females of s boufebold engaged. - Remarks o
finery.  Account of their amufements, <vith the maaner i
awhich they ufually ended. The method by 2wwbich Chryfals
mafler kept peacein bis family.

AS {ooir as my malter had thus concluded the bufia
of his public charaéter, he ret&red to devote a few
minutes to his domeftic concerns.  ~ '

His habita®ion was built on an eminence, 3y—the fide
of a rivulet, the banks of which were covered with @ |
nusber of neat little cottages, inhabited by the females

. ; of
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of his prefent family ; for, inftead of attempting to pre+
vent their quitting him for other men, ag mnclination led
them, he not only always difmiffed them with prefents in
the moft friendly manmer, but alfo kept up an intercourfe
of regard with them and their fucceffive bufbands, every
one of whom he attached to himfelf in the firongeft man-
ner, being particularly ready, on all occafions, to do
them every good office in his power. In thefe cottages
they bred, up their children,, and enjoyed from his care
all the neceflaries of life with more convenience and com-
fort than they could poffibly haye experienced among
their own people, unimbittered by any of thofe jealoufies
and feuds whigh fuch a fityation might feem to threaten ;
fo equally did he difpenfc his fayours among them.
When he had given fome orders in his houfe, he walked
out to vifit his family, and enjoy the fublimeft inftance
of the happinefs of power, in making all who were {ub-
Je&k to it happy, by the unaffeted tendernefs with which
he enquired after their welfare, and retumed their ca-
refles, on his entgring every cottage,

The appearance of thefe females was moft d'ﬁ'ereng
from the delicate {enfibility that foftened the beauties of
Amelia,* the fire which znimated the charms of Olivia ;
but cuftom, that reconciles all things, had made them
Agreeable to him, efpecially as no comparifon could there
b§ made to their difadvantage, and the honeft readinels
with which thgy met his addrefis, the warmth” with
which they fhared his joy, amply over-balanced any ima-
ghary defedt in feature or complexion ; any ignorance of
thofe affedted arts of coynefs, which, over-atted, often
pall the tafte for long expeéted pleafure.

A¢ his women did not expeét his vifit fo foon, }\e ffmnd
them engaged, according to their different inclinations,
gither in the management of their domeftic ceconomy, or

,in fuch amufements as cuftom had made pleafing to them.
The occupations gf the former kind were neceffarily con-
fined within a narrow circle, from the g_:ircum}iances of
their lives ; bat in the latter, fancy, folefovereign of the
e K7l ‘I.-t-,Pa;{: 25 e 2'1' V. uv--:P“Z‘ 2-19i?m§
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fcene, afferted her unbounded rule, and fported in variety
of forms, mang of which I foon had an opportunity of
feeing. As my mafter proceeded in his patriarchal pro-
grefs, he met a confiderable number of the females of
his family, with fuch of the neighbouring men, as from
age or idlenefs were unfit for more ufeful employments,
affembled together under a fpreading tree that grew be-
fore the door of one of their cottages, dreffed out in their
gayelt apparel, and engaged in different kinds of diver-
fions. At the fight of him they all arofe, and would.
have defifted, but he prevented them, and not only made |
them refume their {ports, butallo fat down himfelf in the
midf of the company, tobe a {pectator of them.

It feems itwas a cuftom among them to meet frequently
thus, at each other’s cottages, for the pleature of enjoy-
ing théir favourite amufements to more advantage toge-
ther, and difplaying their finery, to et off which, noart
nor care was neglected on thefe occafions. They drefled
themfelves in their beft blankets, which were covered all
over with patches of various colours, tomake them look
more gaudy. Their heads were adorned with plumes of
feathels. Strings of glafs-beads were rolled round their
arms and legs. Their toes were loaded with rings of
pewter and brafs ; and their necks and faces were carved
with figures of birds and flowers, and painted of various
hues. I fee your, laughter moved at this defeription
but that proceeds from narrow prejudiceyand want of ra-
tional refle€tion, on which it would appear that all ufelefs
ornaments are equally juft objets of ridicule, whether
made of filks and lacesq, or party-coloured rags ; whether
bits of glafs, or pearls and diamonds. Think, I fay, but
for a moment ; and you will fee that in reality there is
nothing more abfurd in wearing one kind of metal, or
upon one part of the body, thananother ; rings of brafs,
for inftance, on the toes, than golden on the fingers ; 10,
carving the fkin, than boring the ears§ or in painting the
face blueand green, than white and red. Theflame va-
nity is the motive of all, and all produce the fame effet
of ggmiration ; as, in things equally unfupported by‘}’eﬂ-

. : on,
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fon, cuftomand caprice bear equal fway. The difference
in the means, therefore, makes none in the end; at leaft
none to the difadvantage of the perfons of whom I {peak,
as it certainly is muore abfurd to lavifh treafures, that
might be fo much better employed, to aworthlefs pur-
pole, while cheaper baubles would anfwer as well.

The amufements in which they were engaged, were
as whimfical as their dreffes. Some fkipped about, de-
{eribing various figures in their motions, till want of
breath and wearines obliged them to fit down. Others,
and thefe the greateft number, were employed in chucking
fhells, or pebbles from the brook, into holes dug in the
fand, for prizes of bits of tin or brafs, which game they
applied themfelves to wwith the greateft eagernefs and
anxiety, and many were o expert at it, as to ftrip their
antagonifts of all their heards, often, indeed, not with-
out the affiftance of chicanery and deceit: And a few of
the eldeft, and thofe who had nothing to ftake at play,
gathered up and down into little fets, and entertained
themfelves with making remarks upon thereft, not always
diftated by good -nature or truth; while the miitrefs of
the cottage, bufied heifelf in adjufting ceremonials, fettling
lier company at. their feveral amufements, and ferving
them with milk, or broth, and tobaceo, the fatigue of
which office the never repinedat, asher c:mfequence was
eltablifhed by the number of her gueits. = Though mere
amulement wasgthe obvious end of thefe meetings, other
objeéts were generally purfued, and other confequences

oduced by them. Intrigues were commenced, and often
completed ; and, triflingas the pries were for which they
contended, emulation and avarice agitated the pafliors,
and fet the competitors together by the ears, till they al-
Mmoft clawed out each other’s eyes. s

Their fports were at length beginning to take their
,ufual turn. The tempers of the lofers became fourec.l 3
and the deteGtiondof fome deep ftrukes of play gave rife
to alteragtions, which would foon have bgen followed by
blows; but my malter interpofed his authority, and put

an end to th‘ei‘r difputes, w.henothe party broke l;};&é‘:‘:'
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retiring to keep the affignations they had made in the
warmth of thejr inclinations, and the reft to calculate
their winnings, and devife fchemes for retrieving their
lofles, at their next meeting ; and mymafter having fingled
out the happy favourite of that night, repaired with her
to his own habitation, without any of the reft taking of-
fence or even particular notice of the preference, as they
had it in their power to {upply their lofs elfewhere,

I have obferved your aftgnifhment at this whole fcene,
efpecially at my mafter’s Qhardinefs in expeéting to be
happy among a number of women, and attempting tq
Keep them in order together, when one, in your opinion,
is more than any man can manage : but what will itbe,
when I tell you that that number often amounted to hun-
dreds 5 and that he had never recourfe to any kind of fe-
verity, in his condué to them? To comprehend this, it
is neceffary for you to confider, that moft of, if not notall,
the uneafineffes which imbitter the life of man arife from
an officious intrufion into the uncafineffes of others, or an
over-weening partiality to himfelf, that mnkes him ex-
peél treatment, which he does not give, and take offence
where none is meant him, for matters not worth his being
oftended at—an obfervation that will hold in every ftate,
Fublic and private ; among governors, ‘as well as go-
verned.  His rule, then, was never to take part in their
difputes among themfclves, nor offence at their infidelity
to his bed, of which he himfelf fet the example. This
difarmed them of that perverfenefs, "wbicf);? the fex’s nig)
affenfive weapon, They remained conftant to him, -
caule they were not Jeftrained from being otherwile,
whenever they pleafed’; nor did they trouble him with
their cifputes, becaufe they faw he would nat be trdubled

at them,

$ CHAP. VIII.

Chyyfal’s mafter is konourably rewarded for bis, Jeravices. .
An unexpelted meeting <vith one of bigrountry women in-
Zroduces an uncommon remark on a common matger. The
larfy gives an $dd inflance of conjugal love ; and refufes
the crvil offer of Chryfal’s mafier, for a natural reafon.
Chrfizl changes bis Jervice. THE
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HE very next morning his people affembled before
his door, in readinefs to obey his canmands, when
he led themn dire€tly in queft of the enemy, fharing him-
felf in all their fatigues, and teaching them to defpife dan-
ger by his example ; fo little did he know of the duty of
a general. It would be tirefome to enter into a parti-
cular defeription of an expedition carried on among wil-
derneffes and deferts, and confifting chiefly of ambulfcades
and {urprifes. It is {ufficien? to fay, thatr he was fuc-
cefsful in all his enterpriles, reafon and prefence of mind
ferving him inftead of experience in the regular art of
war, and courage well fupplying the place of difcipline
*in his men.  &uch fervices could not mifs of reward from
ajuft and judicious fovereign. His power was enlarg-
ed ; and he received thofe marks of favour and diftinc-
tion which were originally inftituted to excite virtuous
emulation, and fet the feal of honour on fuccefsful me-
rit; though, like moft other human inftitutions, they too
often produce the contrary cffet, and reflet only dif=:
grace from being beftowed contrary to their intention,
and on unworthy objeéts. /
As he was preparing the way thus for the motions of
the main army, whenever the general fhould think proper
to let it move, fome of his people brought before him ai
European lady whom they found wandering in thofe un-
frequented wilds, her guide having miftaken his way.
Such 2 fitualon neceffarily entitled her to his com-
paffion and affiftance ; but he foon found himfelf till fur-
ther interefted in her fayour, when he found fhe was a
Dnative of his own country, and & a family not entirely
unknown to him, before he came to fix his abode in this
diftant part of the world. -
There is not a ftronger inftance of the force of that at-
tachment, called in a larger {enfe patriotifm, than the in.
 ftinGtive affeftion which perfons of the fame country,
though utterly un®quainted before, feel for each other
the monnt they meet in a ftrange place o My mafter in-
ftantly called her his dear country-woman, and embracing

her with the tendernefs of a brother, led her away & h‘is
ow:
o -
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own tent, which he refigned to her, as the beft accommo-.
dation he could give her; and then went and ordered
every thinglthat had belonged to her, which his menlook-
ing upon as fair prize had taken and divided among them-
felves, to be reftored, promifing to recompenfe the cap-
tors himfelf.

As foon as fhe had adjufted her appearance in fome
better manner, fhe {ent to defire my mafter’s company, for
he had told her that he fhquld not come witheut permif-
fion, for fear of intruding improperly upon her; and on .
his exprefling wonder what could have brought her thus
into the midit of thefe deferts, fo far away from every
European fettlement, fhe gratified his curéofity with the
following account, which was often interrupted by fighs,
tears, and every expreflion of the moft poignant grief;
Her hufband, fhe {aid, wbo had been an officer of diftin-
guifhed rank in the Englifh forces, had fallen in one of
the defeats they fuffered in the beginning of the war, be-
fore England had exerted herfelf in fuch a manner, as to
entitle her to fuccefs ; the news of whofe death affeéted
her fo extraordinarily, that fhe refolved to braveall the fa-
tigues and dangers of fo long a voyage by fea, and jour-
ney through uninhabited deferts in time of war, for the
melancholy pleaiure of one laft view of his dear remains,
which fhe had accordingly obtained, though not fo much
to her fatisfaction as fhe could have wifhed, thebody be-
ing in a ftate of putrefa&ion, not poffible tobe approach-
ed without difguft and abhorrence, nor to bediftinguifh-
ed from any other mals of corruption, when fhe had cau-
fed it to be dug out ofthe grave in which it had been
buried, on the [pot where he had been killed, among the
other vi&ims of the day ; and was now returning home,
when fhe had happily been found by his people. Though
my mafter was as much unverfed in the regular rules of
politenels, as of war, good-nature taught him the effen-,
tials of one, as rgafon had of the otheg¢ He heard out her
ftory, though not without pity and contempt g the ex-
travagance and’ folly of it ; and, confoling her with fome
genc.ral remarks on the error of indulging inﬂnode.ratgﬁ
griet

(9
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grief for things not to be remedied, offered to fend her
under a fufficient efcort to his own habitation, where fhe
might remain in fafety, and have the converfation and at-
tendance of his women, till the conclufign of the cam-
paign, when he would convey her himiclf to the next fea-
port, m order to her returning to her own country.
Though fhe would have looked upon any attempt to con-
fole her as the higheft affront in another fituation, her.
prelent circumftances made her think it not proper to
thow any refentment of it tohim : befides, there was fome-
thing in his appearance, that fomehow made it lefs dil-
agreeable from him than it would have been from any
other perfon ;/and would poflibly have influsnced her to
accept of his offer, had not the mention of his women
alarmed her delicacy, and (et her virtue on its guard.

Refolving, theretore, to have this cleared up, before fhe
would give any direét anfwer to his offer, fhe exprefled
her high fenfe of his kindnefs in the politeft terms; and
entering into a general converfation, among other queftions
of mere curiofity, afked him, in a carelefs manner, whom
he meant by Ais women, and in what capacity they
ferved him ? S Y

Such a queftion was more than he defired, - though he
had inconfiderately laid himfelf open to it. However,
as he thought no delicacy could juftify deceit, he an-
fivered her diregtly, and without pieface, that they
ferved him in the natural capacity of wemen, while they
plafed to continue with him ; nor did he defire any other
fervice from them.

Though fhe wasa good deal difSoncerted at this anfiwer,
the had the addrefs not to {eem to underftandit, if_l hopes
that he would take the hint, and explain himielf into a
meaning lefs offenfive to her modefty ;. to give an oppor-
tunity for which, ¢ I prefume fir,’ replied fhe, ¢ you
“¢ mean that they gyait upon your Jady, or pfrkorm the
f other domeftic offices of your family, in which women
! fervants only fare employed 2'—* No, reully, madam,
anfwered he, ©that was not my meaning. I have no

¢ lady for them to wait upon 3 nordo they live fo e -
b diately



” €
3? THE ADVENTURES -
¢ diately in my own family, as to have any domeftic em-
¢ ployment in ¥r."—¢ How, fir! Are you not married "
—¢ Not particularly to any one perfon, madam.’'—
<“That’s very ftrange !’ faid fhe, plealed at having gain-
ed fo mateiial a piece of intelligence, and refolving to
purfue the converfation. ¢ That is really very ftrange,
¢ And pray fir, are thefe ladies Europeans? I fuppofe,’
fighing heavily and wiping her eyes, ¢they are the un-
¢ happy widows of fuc cers as are fallertin the fer-
¢ vice, to whom you have fhown the fame politenefs and
¢ humanity, as I now experience from you.’ :
¢ T'am forry madam,’ anfwered he, to fatisfy her cu-
riofity at once, and put a ftop to queftioifs which began
to be troublefome, ¢ to be obliged to undeceive you in
¢ an opinion fo favourable to me ; they are all native
¢ Americans, by whom I have had children ; and in whofe
¢ unfeigned affetion, and eafy complying tempers, I find
¢ fuch fatisfa&ion, that I never fhall quit them to attach
¢ myfelf {olely to any one woman, however fuperior to
¢ them in the advantages of beauty and education ; not,
¢ indeed, that they want qualifications to raife both love
¢ and efteem, which you will find when you have been
¢ fome time among them.’

This, which was too plain for her to affet not to un.
derftand, inftantly put an end to the pleafure fhe had be-
gun to find in his converfation, and determined her asto
his propofal. ¢ I am much obliged to fou for your civil,
¢ offer, Sir;” faid fhe, bridling up her chin, and making
him a formal curtefy, ¢ but I cannot accept of it: I'have
¢ not the leaft defire fo¥'the converfation of fgrazws, and
¢ am in hafte to leave this {avage place ; for which reafon
¢ I fhall take it as a favour if you will fend fome of your
¢ people to guard me to the next Englifh fettlement, to-
¢ morrow morning. At prefent I am quite exhaufted
¢ with fatigue, and want fome reft, é the diftrefs of my*
¢ heart will permit me to take any.’ -

This thought recalled the remembrance of®her lofs :

She burft into a flood of tears, and my malter withdrew,
€ 2 3§ after:

|
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after finding that his attempts to confole her only aggra-
vated her grief, and gave offence to her delicacy.

Unverfed as he was in the arts of the polite world, he
was too well acquainted with the ruling principles of the
fex, which in every ftate are the fame, not to fee through
this change in her behaviour; but the difcovery had no
other effect than to confirm him in his contempt for fuch
hypocritical levity. Accordingly, finding fhe continued
in the fame mind next morning, he made the beft provi-
fion he could for her journey, and fent her away with a
fufficient guard, forcing upon her a purfe of gold, in which
T was, to defray any accidental expence, for which the
might be unprovided, in cafe fhe fhould not direétly meet
4 fhip, ready to carry her to Europe.-

CHAP. IX.

Chryfal’s mifirefs gives fome firiking inflances of female
confiftency. Skeis cured of bergricf by a perfon of ac-
complifbments as extrasrdinary as ber own.  The advan-
tages of comparative excellence. - Chryfal’s miftre[s mar-
7tes, and be changes bis fervice for that of an old mafier.
AS foon as my miftre(s found herfclf out of the fight

LX of my late malter, fhe gave vent to that indigna-
tion and rage of difappointment which the had thought
proper to fupprefs while in his prefence. ¢ Infenfible
¢ brute !” faid fhe, ¢ Not:quit his odious /guazvs for any
€ woman ! Aud o have the rudenels to tell me {o tomy
€face ! Tt (hows his grofs, low tafte, for which fuchani-
“ Mals are fitteft.’

Then paufing for fome moments: ¢ W. hat a charming
“figure!” continued fhe, ﬁghing’)fofﬁy, ¢ Such a hze!
¢ Such firength and eafe in cvery motion! Aund then the
¢ manly beauty in his looks! Had I butthe polifhing of
€ him ! T was too hafty—I fhould have waited to inli-
¢ nuate myfelf into his heart by degrees. -1 could not
“have failed of fucggls. My hufband was as firengly at-
_“tached tp another when fitft I undertook him. Oh'!
< deareft; beft of men ! never fhall T mee®your fellow 1

“Never fliall another pefleis your place in'this faithful,
¥ wretched heart.’— A fied

Vou, IIIL D2 : A
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A flood of tears here interrupted her meditations, which
~were often ra%wed in the fame ftrain during her journey,
and always ended the fame way. On her arrival at the
fea-port, fhe had the mortification to find that fhe muft
wait fome timeé for a paffage home, all the thips which
were there having failed afew days before.  But her vex-
ation at this difappointment was confiderably lightensd
by the converfation of feveral companions in it, particu-
larly that of a chaplain $f a regiment, who had taken
{uch offence at the immorality of the army, and the un-
comfortable way of living in thofe favage countries, that
he had hired a fubflitute, at a cheap rate, to do:his
duty, and was returning home to enjoy d"life more agree-
able to the delicacy of his charaterand inclinations, and
exert his talents to more advantage in paying court tohis
parrens, than in reforming foldiers, or converting fava-
ges. Extremes are never lafting: the violence of my
miltres’s grief had been too much for:nature to fupport
and was beginning to abate of itfelf, when my late mai-
ter awoke another paffion, that would foon have [up-
planted it 5 and though he did not purfue his advantage
as far as he might have done, he had opened ber heatt,
and infpired a warmth ready to receive any other imprel-
fion, As the chaplain’s fun&ion and her rank, not to
omit the accomplifhiments of both; feemed to point them
to each other as the moft proper companions, it was not
ftrange that they fhould foon grow intufvate, nor that their
intimacy fliould be infenfibly improved into a tendsrer
paflion.” They made téte-a téte parties, at games which
no one elfe in the pla&é knew how to play with them.—
‘They talked of all the places of pleafurable refort in En-
gland, and of theamufements purfued at them : and they
raifed their own confequence in.the eyes of each othery
by hoafting of acquaintances with perfons  they knew

“only by name. : )
Such uncommon accom p]ifhments%vere not without ef-
fe&t. Eachtoek the tales of the other upon credit, becaule
their own met the fame complaifance, and found a plea-
fu& in being deceived by one whom it was an equal plea-
© - fur
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fure to deceive. But this was not the enly thing that
advanced their mutual influence upon each other. All
human excellence is but comparative. Thoughfar from
being beautiful, they were the neareft to being fo ; though
far from being well-bred, they knew moft of the com-
mon ceremonies in which good-breeding is by many
thought to confift, (but which really are the incumbrances
of it) of any perfons there ; and confequently appeared te
enjoy thofe advantages in the higheft degree. They re-
gulated the affemblics, they laid down the rules of play;
they made fafhions ; ina word, their opinion was the
law in every matter of polite amufement and concern.

Thus cut out for each other, it was impoffible for this
accomplifhed puir not to come together. They were ac-
cordingly married, not more to the grief of their re-
{petive admivers, ~than the joy of their rivals, the bride
forgetting her grief for a dead, in the arms of a living
hufband, and the happy bridegroom pleafing himfelf with
the thought, that the high accomplifhments of his lady
would increafe his intereft with his noble patrons. To
crown their happinefs, a few days after they were mar-
tied, an Englifh man of war put in there, inits way home,
the captain of which politely offered them their paffage.
Such an opportunity was not to be miffed : they accept-
ed his offer with the greateft joy, and in return made a
Imrt_y and entertzmment for him, when he won me from
my miftrefs at a game of 4rag, theonly game, indeed, at
which he thought himfelf a match for her. £

Though T had no reafon to regset leaving her fervice,
my prefent change gave me no great pleafure, as it want-
ed even the recommendation of novelty, my new mflfter
being the captain with whom I had the lait time left the
Spanifh coaft, and whohad at lengthbeen made fo happy
s to be ordered home.

® CHAP. X. 2

Chrylalagain arrives in England. Higmafter is [a-
luted by o ficht not wery pleafing. The biftory of the dnjor=
tunats hero of the day opens fomesmyfferious [cenes. Jke
bisiis ufe of councils of war. ~ THE

You. ITI. D= i
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THE arriva} of my mafter in England prefented him
with a {cene that made him wifh he had not been
in fuch hafte to retuyn.  On his entering the harbour, he
found the boatu of all the men of war there drawn up a-
round one fhip; in which was difpldyed the dréadfulfig-
nal of the execution of the commander. The fight ap-
palled his foul, confcience anticipating the ftroke of juf-
tice, and taking this as an omen of his own fate. He
had not time to breod over thefe gloomy reflections long,
when an officer came on board him, with an order toat-
tend the execution in his boat, al.ng with the other cap=
tains, which he obeyed, in a ftate of mind fcarce lefs un-
happy than that of the crimiral. As foon as the blosd)
avoik was done, he waited on the chief commander, where
the melancholy in every face he met was far from reliey-
ing the anxiety of his mind. He could have no pleafure
in fuch company. When he had anfwered a few general
queftions of courfe, he went away to the fhip of a cap-

tain of his intimate acquaintance, to learn fome account

of this fhocking fcene, for he had not had refolution to
make an inquiry about it; nor even to attend to the
converfation of cvery one around him, which would have
explained the whole.

After mutual congratulations on their meeting, my
mafter fignified his curiofity, which his friend pomifed
to gratify over their bottle, as foon as they fhould be a-
fone after dinner. Accordingly, when the coaft was clear,

¢ You defire information in an affair,” faid he, ¢ that s |

¢ given our corps the dezpeft wound we have ever receiv-
¢ ed. Theecircumftances are many, and myfterious ; but
¢ I will frive to give you a notion of it in as few words
< as poffible, for it can be no pleafure to either of us to.
¢ dwell upon fuch a fubject. In the beginning of the
€ war, foon after you went to America, the unfortunate
€ man, who has this day fallen a actfice to the humour
« of the times,yas fent out with a fleet, to cougteract the
¢ fchemes of the enemy, and relieve a fortrefs of our’s
¢ which they were then-befieging. This was the pur-
¢ port of his public orders; but it will appear to you
. prefentlg,

-
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¢ prefently, that he muft have received private ones; ofa
§ very different natuare, from thofe who, at that time,
¢ had the condutt of affairs.  Inftead of making the ex-
. ¢ pedition neceffary to have carried his orders into execu-
¢ tion with effe&, he trifled away the time here in fuch a
¢ fhameful manner, ufing every frivolous excufe he could
¢ devife, to delay his departure, that the voice of the pub-
¢lic was raifed againft him ; and it was found neceffary
¢ toappoint another to the command in his place, in or-
¢ der to filence their clamours; but, unfortunately for
¢ him, he failed the very day. before his appointed fuc-
¢ ceffor was tochave fet out to [uperfede him. - The fame
¢ dilatory condué threw a damp upon every thing he at-
¢ tempted todo.. He feemed refolved upon nothing ; but
¢ though he was invefted with the fulleft powers to at
¢ as he faw proper himfelf, called councils of war to de-
¢ liberate upon every the moft trifling occafion, that he
¢ might have the fanétion of their advice, to excufe his
¢ negledt, and often direct difobedience of his orders; for
¢ you.well know, that a council of war always fpeaks the
¢ fenfe of the commander.
¢ One inftance of his proceeding in this manner will be
| ¢ lufficient to juftify this remark. He had been ordered
¢ to call at another fortrefs in his way, and take trom
| ¢ thence a re-enforcement for the garrifon of that which
¢ he was fent to celieve: On his arrival there, inftead of
¢ demanding that re-enforcement peremptorily, as his or-
¢ ders empowered him, and making the expedition whicli
§ the urgency of the occafion req vired, he fhowed fuch
‘ indifference to the enterprile by his delays, and exprefied
¢ fuch diffidence of his fuccefs, that the commanding of-
€ ficer took the alarm ; and, following his example, called
¢ a council of war, to confider, whether he fhould fend it,
¢ which, on mature deliberation, he ablblu:ely_reh}fed,
€ onaccount of the &anger of weakening his own garrifon,
¢ in cafe ipfhould beattacked ; whereas, it yvas notorious,
¢ that could never happen, if this unhappy man did his
¢ duty, as the force he had was fufficient tokeep the com-
¢ mand of the {ea, and prevent nuy {uch attempt. Bug,
Ver. ILL. D ;3 char
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¢ far from urging this, he quietly acquiefced in the officer’s
¢ excule, and failed away without the re-enforcement, for
< which alone he had been ordered to ftop there. On the

¢ fame principles, when at length he came in fight of the

¢ place, the fiege of which was puthed with the greateft
¢ vigour, he excufed his fending any reliefto it, on a pre-
¢ tence of the danger of entering the harbour, as if any
¢ military operations could be free from danger, and fail-
¢ ed away to feck a fleet of gle enemies, which was com-
¢ ing to affift the fiege, and which he came up with fooner
¢ than he wifhed.

¢ An engagement now was unavoidable but, ftill he

¢ had it in his power to prevent any effect from it, which _

¢ he notorioufly did, by trifling away his time in vain,
*¢ unneceflary manzuvres, and pretending to come to ac-
€ tion at a diftance too great for him to doany thing. The
¢ enemy, whofe intereft it was to avoid an engagement,
€'in which their moft fanguine hopes could not promife
¢ them fuccefs, availed themfelves of this conduét, and
€ made their efcape, after having, from the [uperiority
¢ which his keeping aloof in this manner gaye them, treat-
< ed very roughly a part of his fleet, that had advanced
¢ with caution, and come really to agtion. This ferved
€ him as a pretence for callinga council of war next day,
€ by the advice of which, inftead of purfuing the enemy,
¢ who had evidently fled from him, or.making any at-
¢ tempt to relieve the fortrefs which was befieged, obvi-
¢ oufly the firlt object of his being fent out, he returifed
¢ diretly to the other, from which he was to have taken
¢ the re-enforcement, as I mentioned before, to defend
¢ that from the danger brought upon it folely by hisown
¢ condugt, leaving the former, deprived thus of eyery pro-
¢ {pect of relief, to take its fate; and giving up the ho-
¢ nour of his country, by flying from an enemy whom he
¢ might have vanquithed, and who hed fled from him be-
¢ fore,’ = SCHAP,

@
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: ! CHAP XI. ;
Continued. Confequence of the foregoing condul?, An ex-
iraordinary fentence atiempted to be reverfed in an extraor-
dinary manner, and by as extraordinary gerfons. The rea-
Jfon of this 5 and wby it mifcarried. More myfleries. ?zz/l
fate of the bunglers, avho left their poor tool in the lurch;
awith the confequences of this affair to & certain corps.
$ THE conftquence of fo ftrange a conduét was, the
£ nation took fire ; and with one voice demanded
¢ fatisfattion for fuch a facrifice of their intereft and ho-
% nour. He was, therefore, not only deprived of his com-
¢ mand, but alfo fent home aprifoner ; and atter {uffering
¢ every indignity and abufe which the rage of a licentious
¢ populace; broken loofe from all bounds, could fuggeit,
¢ brought to his*tial, found guilty of neglecing to do all
¢ iz bis power to deftroy the enemy, and for that crime has
'€ this day fuffered the fentence of the law—a fentence nct
€ more unexpeéted by him, and extraordinary in itfelf,
¢ than in the manner it was pafled ; and afterwards at=
¢ tempted to be reverfed by thofe who had paffed it, when
¢ they reflefted on the danger of eftablithing a precedent,
¢ that might one day come home to them(elves. For, per=
“fuaded, perhaps by their knowledge of the true motives
¢ of his conduét, that nothing mors was meant by the trial
¢ than to amufe the public, they refolved to aét their parts
¢ in the farce, and found him guilty, as I have faid, of
¢ fuch a part only of the charge againft him, as common
¥ fenfe could never conceive punifhable with death, it be-
¢ ing impoffible to acquit him abfolutely of the whole,
¢ without inyolying themftlves in his guilt, by which
€ means they expefled to fave both his lite and their own
¢ aredit.  But f{uch #rimming feldom anfwers; the tables
€ were noww turned ; and it was refolyed to carry eventhis
f lame fentence into executjon with the utmolt feverity.
¢ Alarmed atg meafure {o contrary to their expecta-
¢ tions, his judges were driven to their wit’s end ; and,
¢ from*a provident regard to themfelwes? left nothing un-
f attempted to fave hum. They retracted, as far as was
*in their power, their own judgment] They Pef&‘“‘t’g:d
@
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¢ the miniftry! They applied to the whole body of the
< legiflature.~ They prayed ! They expoftulated! They
¢ wept | but all was i vain. His fate was determined 5
¢ and they onlyedrew upon themfelves that contempt
¢ which fuch inconfiftency deferved. From this general
¢ account of his conduét it muft have appeared to you,
< that he adted by fecret orders, directly oppofite to his
¢ public ones, as noman, howgver proftituted ire principle,
¢ however infatuated by fear, (neither of which, it was
¢ well known, was his cafe) could otherwife poffibly have
¢ a&ed in fuch a manner, the inevitable confequences of
« which were difgrace and death. But ifany¢loubt fhould
¢ remain in your mind, from the inconfiftency of aman’s
¢ adtions at different times, the leaft attention to the fol-
¢ lowing circumftances will effectually remove it. Repeated
¢ informations of the enemy’s defign upon that place had
¢ been fent to thofe in power, for a confiderable time be-
¢ fore ; but no notice was taken of them to re-enforce the
¢ garrifon ; nor even order the officers, regularly belong-
< ing to it, to attend their duty, till the fiege was atu-
¢ ally begun ; when this unfortunate man was fent, but {o
¢ Jate, that the common impediments of contrary winds
< might very poffible have delayed him fo long as to de-
¢ feat the defign of his going, ezen had he exerted him-
¢ {elf with the greateft ardour. Had it alfo been really in-
¢ tended that he fhould re-enforce the gasrifon, a force
# proper for that purpofe would have been fent direétly,
¢ from home, without fubjeéting him to the further delay
¢ of topping for it at anogher place, where it might not
¢ be to be fpared, as proved to be the cafe. And, laftly,
| ¢ had he not fecret reafons, which he thought (ufficient to
¢ juftify his'condud, it is not to be imagin? that he
| © would have wafted the time before he failed ; that he
| ¢ would have accepted the refufal of the commanding of~
| ¢ ficer of the fortrefs, from which he was to have taken
| ¢ the re-enforcement ; that he would not have attempted at
¢ leaft to throw fome relief into the place; and that he
* ¢ would not have fought the enemies fleet, when he had
| < the faireft profpect of defegting it; for the tenor of his
< former g,
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< former life acquitted him, as Thave obferved, ofall ful-
¢ picion of cowardice, or traiterous correfpondence with
¢ the foes of his country. : " {

¢ His conduck at and after his trial confirmed thefe re~

¢ marks. Depending on fupport from thofe in power, he
¢ negletted the only meafure prudence could have fug-
< gefted for his defence, which was to have retorted the
¢ charge of his mifcarriage upon his very acculers, and
¢ perplexed the caule withfuch a variety of matter about
< difobedience to fignals, and breach of difeipline, as to
< blind the world, and bewilder his judges, (o that they
¢ fhould be glad to have acquitted him, if only to get rid
¢ of the plague of the inquiry ; a method which experience
¢ had fhown to be effeftual in as flagrant a cafe as his;
¢ And, evenafter he was condemned, his behaviour prov-
¢ ed, that he expetted a pardon to the laft moment, fora
¢ crime which he had committed in gbedience fo their
¢orders. Why he did not produce thofe orders, in his
¢ yindication, muft have been, that they were only ver-
< bal ones ; which, in the blind luft of minifterial confi~
< dence and faveur, he had been weak enough to takes
¢ The reafon of his being {o bafely deferted is too ob=
¢ yious. The adminiftration of thole who had employed
¢ hint had been fuch a feries of blunders (not to call it by
¢ a feverer name !) that they had not only been fupplanted
€ by another fes, who promifed better things, but were
¢ alfo obliged to give himup, 2sa/iz g Cring, to the rage of
_ €'the people ; as proteting or pardoning him would have
¢ implicd a participation of hisguilc : And in this light
¢ the other party viewed it fo ftrongly, that they exerted
¢ all their ftrength to have faved him, in hopes of being
€ able by his means to gain a clue, to guide the'm\thrm‘xgh
¢ fome of thoft labyrinths of iniquitous and falle policys
€ which they fufpeted, but could not otherwife detety
¢ to the entire ovggthrow of their rivals. This fo abio-
¢ lutely yeverfed the whole fcene, that they who {hould
¢ have upported, now found themfely’es%blig&d to crufh
€ him, in their own defence, which, as it was t’ligi,mulf

. ¢ populay meafure, they weve fRill able todo, € ‘bhere
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« There is but one thing more neceffary for me to add,
¢ and that is, the motive tor their giving him fuch fecret
¢ orders; which, as far as reafon can judge in fuch dark
¢ confufed myfteses, muft have been this: Provoked at
¢ the repeated infults and injuftice of the French, the mi-
¢ piftry here had precipitately plunged themfelves into
¢ war, without being prepared, or even determined to
< purlue it ; and then, like a parcel of childven who have
¢ exhaufted all their ftrength and vefolution in one fpiteful
¢ affault, ftood in a ftate of ftupefaction, utterly at a lofs
¢ how to proceed, or retreat; till roufed, at length, by
¢ the preparations and menaces of the enervy, they un-
< Juckily blundered in their tright upon the wretched ex-
¢ pedient of letting them take this fortrefs, that, for the
¢ recovery of it, they might haye a pretence for giving
¢ up to them thofeplaces about which the difputebegan
¢ and fo botch up a peace any way, to get rid of a war
< they found themfelves unable to manage. The con-
¢ fequence of this notable ftroke of policy was, the fpirit
¢ of the people was enflamed to fuch a degree, by this
¢ difgrace upon their arms, that they puthed on the war
¢ with a refolution little fhort of madnefs ; and thefcheme,
< which the minifters had fo wifely laid for their efcape,
¢ only fealed their ruin.

< This, my friend, isa fhort butjuft fketch of thisun-
¢ fortunate affair, to which I fhalladd one gircumftanceto
¢ prove what I faid of his being facrificed to the humour
¢ of the times. The officer who commanded in the for-
¢ trefs which was befiegeds and who in ‘the defence of it
< had betrayed 2 want of every qualification neceffary for
< fuch an office, but courage, and had even let that be
< over-ruled by the inftances of his officers, who were
¢ tired of fatigues and dangers from which they faw no
¢ profpeét of relief; to furrender itat laft, without any ab-
| ¢ folute neceffity, was loaded with hondsirs of every kind,

¢ in reward of agnerit merely negative at beft s gthat is,

¢ for not having done the very worft in his power, and
| ¢ furgendered it at firft, without making any defence.
| I have thus gratified ygur curiofity, in the beft man-
[ ¢ negy
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¢ ner in my power. If Thave made any miftakes, they
¢ arenot thofe of intention ; but have proceeded from
¢ the ability of reafon to trace fuch myfterious aétions
¢ to their realmotives. One obfervation, fhough, T know
¢ I cannot be miftaken in, which is, that this affair has
¢ givena wound to our corps (as I obferved before) which
€ it can never recover. For, after fuch an example, what
¢ officer of any rank canexpet to efcape, fhould he neg-
¢let to do his duty in th® fullet manner, however
¢ powerful his private motives to the contrary may be !
¢ For my own part, I cannot fay it yet affeéts me much.
¢ I am poor, and: therefore muft puth. If Tever have the
¢ good luck td be otherwife, I know the confequence;and
¢ will rather quit the fervice, than hazard being fhot, as
¢ I know muit be any man’s fate, who fhall hereafter be
¢ found to- fail in the performance of his duty, from a
¢ prudential regard to the prefervation of his life or for-
¢ tune ; however great that fortune, or powerful his fa-
¢mily. And (o, here’s to you, neck or nothing is
“ now the word.’ K

The effect which. this whole account had upon my
mafter may be eafily conceived. He pl¥dged his friend,
though without naming the toaft ; and aflenting to his
remarks by a heavy figh, took his leave, without {aying
a word, i

CHAP. XII. 5

Chryfal chahges bis fervice. He gets a wiew of @
court of civil judicature, on_an extraordinary . occafion.
Some refletions out ofthe common cant on the delays of the
law. 4 awbimfical application o an old flory produces the
Srange effeét of putting @ counfellor out of countenance.
The neceffity of abfolute powver in fome governments <ith
@ common decifion, by which nothing is decided.

next pafled from the hands of my old mafter into the

pofleffion of the purfer, who traveling through a city
Where a matter of great moment was under J_udxcxal de-
terminafon, he waited for the event, t@gratify a natu-
ral curiofity. c 7 ey

The affair was this: A foroemaﬂ—man ina guaﬂll;?‘ng’» f
@® - 4
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lying in one of the neighbouring ‘harbours, had by e
peated mifbehaviour, in' going clandeftinely on' fhore,
contrary to the exprefs orders of his captain, provoked|
him at length te give him a dozen at the gang=way, in|
order to terrify others from following his example. “In-. |
ftead of being reclaimed by this punifhment, the fellow
perfiited to mifbehave in fucha manner, that the captainy
who wasremarkably humane in his difpoﬁtion, difcharged
him from the fhip, to avoid the pain of punifhing himany
more. This was juft what the wretch wanted. Accord-
ingly, he went direfily to a prefistuted, pettyfogging
attorney, who had before fet Him on the fcheme, and em-
ployed him to fue the captain at law, for an aflault, in
punifhing him in the harbour, where he had no power
fo to do. - : :
In a country governed by laws, they muft regularly
take their courfe in every inftance, however flagrant in its
particular circuniftances. After ail the pm\»iminary'.de-_
lays of pradtice, which, gricvous as they may in fomé
circumflances be to an individual, are yet the fafety of
the public, the affair was now brought to a legal decifion.
Youare too well acquainted with the forms of law tore-
quire a minute account of all which were obferved in
this cafe. But thére was one incident which I cannot pafs
over. As this was a matter that importantly concerned
the intereft of the pavy, the rulers of itghad ordered’ all
the ciptains of the guard-fhips, in the harbour where it
had happened, to attend the trial, in order to inform the
court, in the ufagesof their fervice. One of thofe, who
had never feen a court of civil judicature before, but was
a man Gk.natural good fenfe, and fome reading, having
liftened fo the unintelligible pleadings, and grofsexagge-
rations of thecounfel on both fides of the quefiion, eips-
cially thofe hued in the profecution, till his patience was
quite exhaufted, at length arofe, aed having obtained
permiffion from the judge to {peak, addrefled ly'mfeli to
the court in thele words: 4
‘el am fent here by thofe to whom the king has en-
¢ trufted the conduét of &is navy, to explain 'thc-natu:ie

oy
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¥ 4nd rules of our fervice to this court, in cafe I fee any
¢ danger of their forming a wrong judgment of .it, from
¢ inexPerience in a matter fo much out of their way.

_ ¢ The little gentleman yonder has fpent f§ much breath,

’.\é‘ and fhown f{uch great reading on-the [ubject, that I
“imagine it 1s proper for me to make him fome anfiver,
¢ which I fhall do ig as few words as poffible, being not
¥ half fo long winded as he. But firft, I muft beg leave
¢ to tell him a flory; to conform to rule: ;
¢ I have red in a book (for I perceive that comnion
¢ fenfe fignifies nothing here, if not fupported by a quo-
€ tationy it matters not whether to the purpofe; or not !}
* that a certain philofopher having declaimed one day for
‘a confiderable length. of time before Alexander the
® Great, at the head of hisarmy, on the duties of a ge-
¢ neral, the emperor turned about to.Parmenio, one of
* his generals who ftcod near him, and afked him what
* ke thought of his {peech ?—¢ Sire,”” anfwered Parme-
Nlio, ““my opinion is, that Iaever heard a fool talk fo
< Jearnedly. " —
. “ I make no applications. All that T fay ‘on this oc=
. “cafion is, that I am fure that gentleman has neverbeen
% at fea ; and confequently knows nothing of the fervices
“ion which he has been haranguing with fuch vehemence,
“and elocution. He has expatiated moft patherically on
¢ the injuftice ofénﬂi&ing corporal punifhment, without
¥ a [egal trial, and condemnation; and flourithed on the
f danger of fuch an invafion of liberty. Thefe, to be
"_(’urs, are fine words ; but T m‘gch doubt whether they
& are properly applied on this occafion. The moft perfe&
F form of governmient is allowed fo be abfsiute defpotifn,
¥ as beft calculated to work its effeéts without delay. In
¢ all the conununities in this world, T doubt if there is
* one, where immediate obedience to the commmand of the
¥ governor is fo ingjlpen(ibly neceflary to the fafety of
# the whele, or where individuals are fo infeniible to every
“ other mbtive to obediencebut fear, as i®a man of_w_ar.
* I have nyyicli the hencur to commiand a fhip, in which
© 1 have five hundred men under me, the greateft pzu‘} of -
% )'OL! 111, : o < whem
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¢ whom (I am forry to fay it) are the out-cafts of human.
€ nature, as from fome unhappy circumftances is, and
¢ perhaps muft always be, the univerfalcafe in our fervice.
¢ Now, as inftances daily occur, in which a moment's
¢ delay or hefitation to execute my orders, though at-
¢ tended with the greateft difficulty, or moft imminent
¢ danger, muft evidently hazard the lofs of the fhip, and
¢ every life inher; T defire that gentleman to inform e
¢ how I am to a&t, fhouldene of the men, whom I order,
¢ fuppofe to cut away a yard that is broke in the flings, .
¢ retufe to go aloft, and tell me I haveno right to punifh
¢ him, till he is regularly tried and found guilty! Shall
¢ I admit of fuch an anfwer, to be an%xample to the
¢ reft? Or fhall I punifh him with fuch feverity on the
¢ {pot, by my own mere authority, as to terrify any other
¢ from imitating him ? The anfwer to this plain queflion
¢ will determine the affair under confideration. If itis
¢ faid that in the prefent cafe the fhip’s being in the har-
¢ bour makesa difference, Jet us fuppofe her on firethere,
¢ and the difference will vanith. Inaword, if the abfolute
¢ authority indifpenfibly neceflary for carrying on our
¢ fervice in fome inftances is attempted to be abridged in
€ any, it will of courfe be at length difputed in all, and
¢ the fervice ruined.  All that can be done is to be cau-
¢ tious not to truft it in improper hands.”

This method of reafoning changed the face of the af-
fair. The counfellor hung down his hetid, and {lunk out
of the court. The tears which had been entertained for
public Jiberty vanifhed ; and the jury fimply found the.
tact, but left the poil of law to be determined by the
judges ; fo that after all this expence and trouble, ‘mat-
ters remained in the fame ftate of uncertainty as before,
to the great joy of the lawyers. s

CHAP. XIIT. i

Chryfal changes bis ferwvice, and gets into the poffelfior .
of a phyfician and autbor. His mzﬂr Joins in a yemark-
able [et of company. Their characters.  Chrgfal changes
bis fervice,  Account of the enterprife on wwlich bis late

- & ‘ wnafter’s
[0
®
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mnafler's companions <were going 5 with the convincing ar-
guments they ufed to procure obedience to their commands.

Y nafter, on his arrival in London, paid me away
at a coffee-houfe, from whence I ggt into the poi-

{eflion of a phyfician and author, whe, having fhewn me -
many of the myfteries of the latter profeffion, procesded
to introduce me into new fcenes. Happy in the contem-
plation of his own abilities, and the pleafing profpects they
opened to him, he proceeded®to figure as ufial, in his
variegated fphere. Accordingly, he defcended from his
@rial citadel, and going out to vifit his patients, repair-
ed diretly to a tavern, to join a fet of critics and  choxce
JRirits, [ouls of Jentiments and fire, who were going that
evening upon an expedition, that was ta immoertalize their
names. ‘This was no lefs than to affume the modeft
power of making laws that fhould affet the property of
a namber of their fellow fubjedts; the exccution of which
« they were refolved to enforce by the mild and equitable
means which the refpeétable legiflature of the mob al-

*ways ufe to enforce obedience to their decrees.

Thaofe who were honoured by being taken thus under.
their immediate command, were the @fors of plays and
interludes, of which, as the works of genius, and calcu-
lated for the entertainment of zhe idle; they claimed the
fule and abfolute rule. You conclude from this, that
they muft have been perfons of learning, and large for<
tune, wholk affluence gave them leifure to attend to fub-
jefts which their education qualified them to judge of 5
but the contrary was the fatt. They were either blanks
in the creation, whom a fuperficiil fmattering of letters
had filled with fuch an opinion of themfelves, as to make
them look with contempt upon every exertion‘of indul-
try, as beneath their dignity, though at the fame tine
they were barely able to fubfift without it, by all the
little fhifts of cecongmy ; ors tradefmen, ’ﬂlf"?“‘ abfolutely -
illiterate, who, from a prepofterous ambition of hiding

an ignorfhce that was not any reproach %o their ftation,
he ftrength of a fet of

fet up for the arbiters of tafte, on the ftrel
phiafes picked up at random, and of which they khew

JoL. III. B e
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not even the meaning ; and negleSted ‘the bufinefs by
which they were to earn their bread, in order to make 3
fhew of knowledge, that could be of no ufe to them.

When this illuftrious fet had fufficiently conned their
feveral parts, M the great enterprife which they werego-
ing to undertake, and raifed their refolutions to a pro-
per pitch by wine, they prepared to adjourn to the fcenc
of ation, the theatre; and calling for a bill, I was
changed by my malter to pay his club, and direftly bor=
rowed from the landlord by.one of the leaders of the party;

+ who changed me again at the door of the theatre, to pag
for his admiffion. Thefe changes of my fervice, how-
ever, did not prevent my fecing the’ progefs of this extraz
ordinary affair. - On the contrary ; as I now belonged tg
the whole theatrical community in general, T had an op=
portunity of getting a full infight into the nature and myl-
teries of every part of that profeffion. I fee you defire |
to know my {entiments on a fubje&, that has been can-
vafled by the ingenious of all ages. -Sucha curiofity 1§
natural, and fhall be gratified at a proper'time : bn{ at
prefent I muft not interrupt the account of this tranfac-
tion, From the manner in which thofe [clf-made legil=
lators had talked, when together, of eyery circumftance
in the management of a theatre, and profeffion of anac-
tor, you would have concluded that they were going ta
overturn the whole prefent fyftem of the flage, and_inlh-
tute another on principles direétly oppoféte, accordingta
their own ideas of perfestion.  But that was not the cale.
Among all theerrors and abufes, againft which they de-
_claimed with fuch vehwnence, they thought proper to
attack only one, which they thought moft interelting tg
themfelyes in particular. This was the right which rea-
fon and law gave the performers to fix the price of their
own labours.

In the infancy of the ftage in London, before it had
been brought, by much labour and ¥xpence, to fuch a
degree of perfegtion, as to attraét the attentiga of the
public, it had been the cuftom after a certain part of the
repigientation was over, te admit Perlbns for lets than was

v S|
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paid at the beginning. The obvious reafon of this was
1o allure company of any kind thither, and take the moft
they could get, rather than keep the houfc empty.* But
when the paffion for fecing plays arofe to ifs prefent height,
this expedient appeared no longer neceffa?y, . and there-
fore was difufed ; a change which, thofe who conduéted
the entertainments of the theatre juftified, by alledging
the enhanced falaries of the a&tors, and the improvements
made in the machinery and dgcorations of the ftage fince
t})e time when that cuftom was introduced, which they
faid required reimburfement, by amethod, that could not
jutly be taken offence at, as none wwere obliged to goy
awbo did not approve of the terms.
~ Such a meafure was moft alarming to thefe men of
tafte, lome of whom denied themfelves the pleafure of go~
ing to the beginning of the performance becaufe they were
ot able to pay the full price; as the others could not get
Jrom bebind their counters before it was balf ended ; and
for thefe good reafons both thought it the higheft griev-
ance to have a cuftom abclifhed, that had been fo conve-
nient to them. A-=cordingly, as foonas the performance
began, they all arofe, and without any refpett to thereft
of the audience, interrupted the players in the moft out-
rageous manner, nor would defift, till the managers fhould
promife to redrefs the grievance which. affeted them lo
leverely, and take half-prices, as before. This was too
flagrant a violation of juftice to be fubmitted to fo fud-
denly. The managers, therefore, refuled 5 upon which
thefe redreffers of grievances gave a looft to their refent-
ment, at juch an inftance of difsbedience to their autho-
rily, and tore the houfe to pieces, doing more damage
to the proprictors than their ownentire worldly fubftance
could repair. !

CHAP. XIV. : 3,

The ruinous appearance of the feene of alFion, fufplies

matter for mirth to®hofe wvkofe trade is 10 laugh at evéry

thing. ~ ke point carried againftlas andreafor Inqur-

7y into the caufe of this. The rife of the Prejudice againft
2be profeflion of au acior. s - WHEN

Vor. IIL. E 3 |
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WH'EN thefe men of genius and public fpirit had
thus gallantly accomplifhed their enterprife, they
marched off in triumph, denouncing a repetition of their
refentment, thould their ordersnot be obeyed.  The ap-
pearance of thashoule, after this ravage, and the Jooks
of the adors, whenethey ventured to creep out of their
hiding holes, feemed to realife the mimic fcenes ufually
exhibited there. All was havoc, defclation, amagzement,
and affright.  Crowns, fceptres, candletticks, and bro-
Kkenbenches were jumbled together: Soyereigns and fiveep-
ers, lords, link-boys, duchefies, and cinder-wenches joiu=
ed in one common lamentation of their fate. This, howe-
ver, lafted not long. ‘Their hearts wete not formed of
ttuff, for grief to make a deep impreflion on: nor were
they {o unaccuftomed to therubs oflife as to be dejected
at any mifchance. Their concern, therefore, wore off
with their fright ; and one of them, refuming his cha- -
raéter of turning every thinginto ridicule, marched with
folemn pace and rueful countenance up to the motly
ruins now collected into a heap, and with fome droll v
riations, apt to the occafion, ipouted over them a tragic
{peech in all the emphafis and trick of woe. The hu-
-mour inftantly ran through them all. =~ Mirth grinned on
eyery face ; and they vied incracking villanousjelts oneich
others undoing. But the managers had fuffered too fe-
verely in their property to be in fo merry a mood. T‘hey
confulted among themfelves, and wwith, ke fages of the
fa, what was proper for them to do, to obtain redrefs
for fuch injuftice, and prevent the menaced repetition 9,.f
it, But all was to no gyrpofe. Law 'gave way *to li-
gentioufnefs ; and they were obliged to fubmit to the moft
intolerable of all tyvannies, that of the mab,

You are furprifed that fuch things fhould be, in a
country governed by equaland eftablifhed laws. In fpe-
culation it muft feem {trange ; but the lealt acquaintancs
with life would reconcile you to incogfiltencies {till grof=
fer. Thereis (Bmething, however, in the circymftances |
of this cafe, which defcrves attention, and makes it not
Jmproper to trace to their grigin the prejudices from which
fucl®injuftice could progeed, : When

&
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When the fyftem of divine worfhip, which is now pro-
feffed in thefe parts of the world, was firflt propofed to
mankind, the human mind was a flave to fuperftitions,
which were a difgrace to that portion of reafon given for
its direction. By a perverfion, of which #nan alone is ca-
pable, the celel ition of thofe fupetftitions, though pro-
feffedly defigned in honour of the Deity,wasattended with
games, and feenical interludes, in which the groffeft im-
moralities received the fan@ion of seligion, and were
pratifed openly as pleafing to him. This was done fo
attach the paffions of the multitude ; and {atisty their cu-
riofity with fenfible reprefentations, in order to prevent
their makingarational inquiries into the grounds of thofe
fuperftitions, the principles of which were fubfervient to
the policy of the ruling powers. A religion inftituted on
purpofe to reclaim man fram immoralities and fuperfti-
tions, and reftore him to the dignity of his nature, ne-
ceffarily fruck at every thing that conduced to their fup-
port: Accordingly the perfons appointed to propagate it
exerted all their endeavours againft thofe games and in-
terludes, both as a part of the fuperftitious worthip which
they wanted to abolifh, and as in themfelves fubverfive
of moral virtue, by the vices which they exhibited to
Imitation, heightened, and made ftill more alluring by
_ &very incentive art,and pomp of expence. For this purpofe
tealon, as well as religion, fupplied ready and powerful
arguments ; but, not content to wait, for the flow effeét
of thefe, they ftrove to prejudice thofe whom they could
not perfuade’; and, to obviate the imitation of their ex-
ample, raifed an abhorrence to she perfons of all concern-
ed in fuch reprefentations, cafting them off from the rites
of religion, and declaring them unworthy both o_fthq pro-
tetion of the laws, and the common privileges of focicty :
A method, that in one relpet defeated its own defign;;
as it could never reclaim the offenders, however it might
deter others, fron?following their example. Nor did
they ftop here. By an eiror too comm%n in the heat of
aigumentation, they concluded fiom ibe abufes ag?;’:,ﬁ
A =
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the ufe of the ftage, and branded with the mark of repro-
bation all future attors, for the faults of the prefent.
CHAP. XV. : :
Continued. The common confequence of excefs of zeal,
The profeffed intent of the theatrical reprefentations de~
feated by this abfurd prejudice againft &.ors. Thewices
againft which this prejudice is levelled, in reality tke ef-
ffﬂ} of it with the means of remedying this, and ober .
abufes. © { :
OWEVER the occafion might there feem to jultify
this excels of zeal, when the caufe ceafed, the ef-
feét fhould in reafon have ceafed allo; and thefe general
cenfures have been repealed. The fuperftitions which
were the foundation of the firft charge againft the fiage
have been long abolifhed ; nor are the abfurdities and im-
moralities which gave offence to reafon and virtue any
longer pra&ifed there. On the contrary, the profeffed
intent of theatrical reprefentations at prefent is, to infi-
nuate inftruétion under the pleafing appearance of enter-
tainment, to encourage virture by example, and inculcate
the pra&lice of it, by thowing the evils infeparably attend-
ent on vice; to regulate the paffions, by difplaging the
danger of indulging them too far, and to put folly out of
countenance, by holding it up to ridicule. Now, as ex-
perience has proved the ftage capable of anfwering thefe
great ends, what can be more injudicious than to attempt
to bring it into difrepute. What more unjuit than to con-
fign to infamy thofe who exert.the fineft powers of the
human mind and body to accomplifh this end in the moff
‘pleafing manner ? Yet, fitth isthe abfurdity of man, that
while perfons of the moft exalted rank and facred charac-
ters not only frequent the theatre, but alfo compofe
works to be reprefented on it, and evidently value them-
felves more on poffefling the abilities requifite to compofe
them, than on all their other diftin&ions in life, thole
from whofe aftion fuch compoﬁtions"}eceivc their force
and beauty are keld in difrepute, and fubjeét to #he fever=
eft difadvantages only for atting them. If it is o dif-
grace to 2writz a play, vihy fhould it be any 20 af # 2 It
0, is
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15 true,the confequences of this prejudice are not {o fevere
here as in other countries, but fill they are fuch as rea-
fon is'athamed of. If attors are not lterally excluded
from the protection of the laws, they want f{upport to
avail themfelves of that protection, as in the cale which
gave rife to thefe refletions! If they ave not acfually(for
literally they are!) excluded from the rites of religion,
they want encouragement to participate in them! I fee
you are ready to abject to the utility of the ftage; the
faults in manyof the performances exhibited upon it ; and.
to juftify the difrepute affixed to the charalter of an
allor, from the general immorality of their conduét in
private life, &s if it arofe f{ulely from their profeffion.
But a moment’s refletion would fuggeit anfwers to both
thefe obje&tions.

If there is any improper exhibition upon the ffage, fure-
ly the blame fhould fall on thofe who havea legal power
to prevent fuch abufe of the inftitution of it! Ifthe aftors
are immoral in their lives, fhould it not be confidered
that they are prejudiced from their profeffion ; and depriv-
ed of one of the ftrongeft inducements of virtue,. that is,
leputation, before they are proved to be guilty of vice.
The confequence of this is, that too few enter into the
prferﬂion, till atter they have loft their reputation, or are
driven by mere neceflity; by which means they reflect
{that difgrace upon it, which they are thought to fuffer
from it ; and as'they are fenfible that they are precluded
by this prejudice from all poffibility of recoyering or pre-

crving it by the moft caieful deportment, they become
defperate, and proceed till they%ven lofe the feafe of un-
availing fhame. Whereas, if a different conduct was ob-
ferved to them ; if the brand of reputation was taken off
and the profeffion eftablifhed in that credit which the
abilities indifpenfibly neceffary to eminence in it deferve,
genius would be no longer damped by apprehenficn of
reproach : more ‘gerfons of good character wc_Juld not
mep‘xe going on the ftage; as they couldqyderve it t_her; =
nor vice feem to receive encouragement from public fa- J

vour, becaufe froin this circurhftance unhappily toooften
@ L) entangled
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entangled with merit ; but the life of the ator would req
fle&t the (entiments of the. poet, and enforce them. toimi~
tation by example. Norwould it be difficult to work this
important effect.  All neceffary, would be, to refufe ad-
milfion on the ftage fo all notorious for vice of any kind;
to banifh from it fuch as fhould become fo after, however
eminent in their merits ; and to fupport the profeflion by
the civil power againft the tyranny of the mob, fo that
the lives and properties ofali concerned in it fhould be fe-
cure from fuffering fuch licentious outrage and injuftice,
as no other {ubjects are expofed to; and as ave equally a
reproach and infult to good government and commeon fenfe.
Nor need it be apprehended that this woufd’ make them
infolent, or flacken" their endeavours to pleafe. Their
very being depends on public favour, the bare withhold-
ing of which is punifhment fufficiently {evere ; as ambi-
tion to acquire it will make them exerc their utmofl abi-
lities, and always obferve proper humility to the arbiters
of their fate. They know that if they are negle&ted, they
cannot live : On the contrary, it would enable them torile -
to greater merit in their art, as they would no lopger be
under the wretched neceflity of proftituting their own
judgement, to pleafe the grofs tafte of their tyrants.
Many other arguments might be alledged againft this
grievous, and fhameful abufe, but ‘what I have faid is
iufficient to convince candid reafon ; and with prejudiceit
15 in vain to argue.
N CHAP. XVI. :
+ The [iftem of policy by awhich Chryfal’s mafier govern-
ed bis [tate. Account of -bfs methods of parrying poets. The
reafon why fo few new plays are affed. Inquiry into the
prefent flate of genius.  The general motives for <oriltig
Plays preclude them from  fuccefs. Managers and poets equal-
ly in fault, in their dealings with each other.
THE day after this great affair i{‘as thus equitably
fettled, on the treafurer’s making up his week’s ac-
count, T came ingo the poffeflion of the manager, @ho hav=
ing fome occafion for money, put me into his pocket.
The mealures of my neéiv mafter’s government in this
©
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little empire were the ftrongeft burlefque on the policy of
the world, the greateft {overeign in which had not more
intrigues of fate to manage, than were continually carry-
ing on about him, from the ambition, engy, and jealoufy
of the feveral canididates for hisroya) favour, Butall this-
buftle did not embarrafs him in the leatt. He had the ad-
drefs to play off one party againft another ; and by never
engaging himfelf particularly to any, was able to ma-
nage all. _A method, by thebye, that might {uggefl an
hint not unufeful to politicians in an higher {phere. But
the part of his conduét that was moft carious, and gave
me the greateft pleafure, was his manner, of parrying the
attacks of theauthors who were continually bringing him
their works for reprefentation on the ftage, of which I
had an opportunity of {eeing many ftriking inftances.
As it is evidently the intereft of the manager of a
theatre, to exhibit thole performances, whofe merit is
mott likely to gain the.approbation of the public; and as
no man who is capable of writing a piece proper for ex-
hibition can be fuppofed to want judgment to know
whether it has that merit, you may naturally think that
there could not be much difficulty in the intercourfe be-
tween them ; but human a&ions are notalways to be judg-
ed of from the ftrongeft appearances of reafon. The re-
prefentation of 4 new piece neceffarily puts the manager
to fome expence and much trouble. If you add to this,
the natural anxiety about fuceefs, for merit is often re-
jected by caprice, orperfonal prejudice, you will not won-
der that he (hould be caufions what he brings upon the
ftage ; and prefer afting old ones, unattended with thele
inconveniences, while the public will bear the repetition,
and does not peremptorily demand new. 2 E
This is the real reafon why fo few new pieces are
performed ; and not any decline of poztical genius to pro-
duce them ; it being certainthat there are as many good
plays written now, asat any former pointof time. But
the mattar is this. Al the good ones of thofe times lie
together before you; and raife your opinion to the happy

'S which pr : Bt if you confider the long
dﬂi s which produced them ]i t if you i
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intervals between, and the innumerable bad ones which
appeared along with them, but are now loft in the wreck
of time, you wi‘ﬁl find that you have not [o great reafon
to complain ofghe prefent decline of genius, as you may
have imagined. I do not, by this, mean that every one
who pretends to write is poffeffed of that genius; or that
all the pieces offered to the ftage are proper for reprefen-
tation. | On the contrary, many who want every qualifi-
cation indifpenfible to fucéefs” in fuch attempts, make
them every day in defiance of reafon ; and firive to ob=
trude upon the public works which are a reproach to
common fenfe, ‘Themotives of this are obyious. When=
€vera man is at a lofs how to fpend his time, or wants
to raife a little money, down he fits and writes a play.
The confequence of this is, that the very reafons which
made him tarn poet neceffarily preclude him from fuc-
cefs. Tdlenes prevents that care, that /e labor, which
alone can make a performance praper: for public reprefen-
tation ; and diftrefs deprefies the imagination, and hin-
ders its rifing to that happy boldnefs, which is the effence
of poetry. :

It appears from hence, that if the managers of thea-
tres from interefted Thotives are often to blame for rejedt=
ing good pieces; poets (or thofe who would be thonght
fuch) are much oftener culpable for offering them ba_d
ones. The difference of opinion unavoidable on this
account occafions the difficulty in their intercousfe. But
in this the conteft is not equal. The word of the mands
ger is decifive;; while the poet has nothing left, but to
vent his refentment in unavailing (and often unjuft) coms
plaints, and abufe, in which thofe who have lcaft right
are always loudeft; for enamoured with the beauty of
their own offspring, like the ape in the fable, they throw
dirt 2t all who prefume to find fault with it. Bat fevere
as it muft be to fuffer this, it is not sﬁe greateft difficulty
tlie manager has to encounter with them. Not fatisfied
with thecivil réfufal of affedted delays and excfifes, they
muft have a dire® anfwer, which they controvert with
all their powsr, and obhé{e him to fupport by fuch ar-
I_ £ gumecgs
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guments as muft give him pain, if he has either polite-
nefs.or good-nature 5 though, after all, inflead of ‘con-
vincing them, he only gets their’s and their friends ill-
will, and arms all their tongues againft hym.

It isnot to be doubted but the evafions which mana-
gers ufe to fhift off good pieces are as groffly offenfive to
moral propriety, truth, and candour, as the arguments
of authors in defence of bad ones can poflibly be to rea-
fon ; but as I did not happtn to be witnefs to any in-
ftances of them, I fhall confine my account to the letter.

CHAP. XVII.

Chryfal’s mafter fits in judgment on_fome pieces offered -
tohim. A poet of fafbion enters. The arguments by
wobich he fuppores his work againft the objeéFions of Chry-
[al’s mafter, who makes fome curious dramatical flric-
rures. D he poct, driven from bis laft retrear, the intereft
of bhis great ﬁ'{ends, by the common cant of he boufe’s
being full for the feafon, departs in a rage, denouncing
their vefentment, which Chryfal's mafter fbowos bis rea-
Jon niot to fear the effects of. 7

THE important morning after I came into the pof-
{effion of the manager was big with the fate of
many a poetical performance, the zuthors of which were
appointed to come there for his decifive anfiver. Accord-
ingly, as foon as he had breakfafted, he repaired to his
tribunal, where he had been waited for, fome time, by
one of thofe afpiring geniufes, who facrifice the folid hap-
- pinefs of independence to the vain ambition of being well
with the great ; fubmitting, to,the'u' capricious humouts
for the honour ofa nod in public places, oran mvitation
to their tables ; to enhance their welcome at which, and
confume time they know not how to make better ufe of,
they fall upon this wife expedient of turning poet.

When they had gone through all the formalities of po-
lite addurefs, and tgken theirfeats with proper ceremony,
the poét opened the bufinefs. < Well, fir,” faid he, with
‘a fmile 8f felf- complaifance, ¢ youhave perufed that trifle :
¢ what is your opinion? Heh ! don’t you think it willdo ?

¢ Sir,” anfwered my maffer, with the fmeoth fimper of

Mow, 111, ' : Fb ‘ a courtiers
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a courtier, ¢ you do it injuftice by calling it a trifles the
¢ picce has a great deal of merit ; and reads very prettily
¢ in many places; butl fear it is not quite fo proper for
¢ the ftage ' ¢ How, fir! not proper for the fage!
¢ pray, fir, where dges the impropriety lie? Several per-

¢ fons of the firlt rank have read it, and found no fuch .

¢ thing. His grace faid, it abounded with the @is co-

€ mica. Lord Taflly was charmed with the attic falt;
¢ and Sir Courily admired the elegance of the diction.—

¢ Pray, fir, where then can the impropriety lie? They

¢ are aliowed to be good judges.’—¢ Pardon me, fir, I

€ did not prefume to call their judgment in - queftion, in

¢ the leaft. But—a— 2
¢ And why, then, fhould you hefitate to receive it?
¢ They will fapport it with all their intereft.—¢ That,
¢ fir, T do not doubt. But—ill, Sir—the town.'—
¢ The town, firy | and pray what of the town? Is the

¢ judgment of the town to be put in competition with -

¢ theirs.’—¢ No, fir! by no means! but {ill the town
¢ is a very formidable and arbitrary judge ; and will not
¢ admit its authority to be difputed in fuch matters as
¢ this.’—¢ And, pray, good fir, what objeStions can the
¢ judicious town, or you, its learned advocate, make!™—

¢ Sir, you impofe a very dilagreeable tafk upon me
¢ I had much rather be excufed.’—¢ I do not in the leaft
¢ doubt that, fir; but my friends infilt upcn a direét an-
¢ fer.  Either receive the play, or fay you will not.'—

€ Sir, I fhould be very forry to give offence to any
¢ gentleman ; but fince you infitt upon my opinion. Do
¢ not you think, fir, the" plot is teo—too—too domel-
¢ tic? Are not the intrigues and tricks of  fervants too
¢ lowa fubjeét for polite entertainment ’—< How, fir!
¢ have you any objettion to fervants? Do not they make
¢ d principal part in all our modern comedies ? Are the
¢ Jeremy’s,and Serubs,and sz’l[z’.r‘:,a)&l a thoufand others;
€ to be rejected becaufe they are fervants »'—

€ No, fir! kut confidey they are not the ‘principal’

¢ charatters ; nor does the plot turn upon them. They
€ come in, as it were, by accident ; and indeed, except
s ‘&
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¢in the inftances you have mentioned, and, perbaps, a
¢ very few more, they had much better be left out. It
¢ fhews a groffnefs of tafte to ftoop to them for enter-
¢ tainment.’—*¢ And do I not introduce ghe mafters and
¢ miftreffes too, as well as the fervants? ‘Are there not
¢ country fquires, and town fops, and fine ladies »’—
¢ Yes, fir, you do introduce them, but ‘in a fubordi-
¢ nate light ; and merely to be the dupes of their fervants,
¢ without any bufinefs or iniportance of their own.’—
¢ And, pray, fir, in what other light do moft maf=
¢ ters appear 7 Ha ! ha! ha |l—Well, then, it feems all
¢ your objetions are to the fable. You have nothing to .
< {ay againft the fentiments and diétion."—¢ The fenti-
¢ ments, fir, may be very proper, and the diétion fuited
“to them: but you muft be fenfible that the former
¢ objeftion affeéts them all equally. The charaflersare
¢ too low ; and the fentiments and diftion confequently
¢ too coarfe.’—
¢ Sir—Sir—Sir—1I fhall not enter into any further ar-
¢ gumients with you. His grace bids me tell you, hein-
¢ fifts upon your receiving it, or giving him fuch reafons
¢ as he {hall think fatisfactory, which muft be very dif-
¢ ferent from thofe infignificant cavils.’—¢ His grace need
¢ not exert his authority to influence myobedience. The
¢ Jeaft hint of his pleafure were fufficient ; butunluckily
¢ I am engaged for the whole featon ; quite full.’—
¢ Full 'why did you not tell me fo ac firft > —< Becaufg
¢ you iufitéd on having my opinion.’—¢ Very well, fir,
¢ 1 fhall let his grace, and all my friends, know how you
¢ have behaved.  Let me have the play ! impertinent, in~
¢ folent, ignorant puppy ;> muttered he, as he went out.
¢80, faid my mafter, as foon as he was gone, C I have
¢ now mad¢ him my enemy for ever. As for his nable
¢ friends, they are above toubling themfelves a.bout any
¢ thing of the kindyand give him leave to mention their
¥ names only to get rid of bis importunity.’
2 CHAP. XVIIL. *
Continuation. Chryfal’s mafler rejeéls the <work of a
poet for bis ignorance of the lazws of the drama. [Mqr: %
; r 2 dramatical
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dramatical firiclures.  The poet modefily infifis that bis
play is refufed only becaufe it wants the intereft of the
grear 5 and goes off in a buff.  Another poet repulfed for
bis atiachmengto the laws of the drama.  Arguments
againfl thefe laws. , The poet refufes to conform to the
Prefent tafies and makes an appeal.  One more poet re~
Jufed, only jor wanting every poetical talent.  Remarks
on fomething thal affells more than care to owwn it

HE lait poet was {carce down fairs, when a foot-
man announced the entranceof another. My mal-

ter did'not think it neceffary toobferve fo much ceremony
with him, as he had done with the former, but told him:
diveétly, that he could not recdive his plece. Such a
fentence ftruck the poet @/l of an heap. He was unable
to fpeak-for fome moements ; but recovering himfelfat
length, ¢ Not receive it, fir,” faid he, ¢ you furprife me:
¢ Pray, {ir, why fo *—¢ Tam very loath to find fault, fir;’
‘anfwered my mafter, ¢ bat you feem to be utterly unac=
¢ quainted with all the lawws of the drama.’—¢ Thelaws
¢ of the drama ! they are butart; I write from natures
¢ thefe laws have been long laidafide. Shakefpeare wrote

¢ without ‘laws.’—¢ So much the worfe. But he is a |
¢ dangerous example to imitate. The local temporary
¢ laws of the ancient drama are laid afide, it is true, but
¢ not the immutable, general laws of propriety and rea-
¢ fon. Your fable is unconncéted, improbable, and un-
¢ affefting.”—¢ How, fir, unaffe@ing ! Can the fall of a
¢ mighty empire be faid to be unaffeéting ?—¢ No, Sit'!
¢ but the defeription of it moft certainly may, it notdrawn
€ with judgmenc and fofce. And then your charadters
¢ are ill-fupported ; and your fentiments and language
¢ loft in the cloads.’—¢ What, fir! canthe fentiments of
¢ kings and princes be'too fublime ?*—¢ There is a wide
¢ ditference between being fublime, and fiollen out of

¢ nature.’— ‘ i :

¢ But what obje&ion can you make to the language ?

¢ Is it not raiftel with epithets, and metaphors, endalithe
¢ figures of poetry »—¢ Good fir! poctical figures in
¢ poor language look like‘embroidery onablanket. They

t
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< only make its poverty ridiculous. Befide, your faut-
¢ ing in their flills, betrays you into-many a ftumble in
¢ the dirt. Your figures frequently fly in the face of com-
< mon fenfe, and break through every rulg of grammar.”

¢ Well, fir! I fhall confider of thefe particulars. The
¢ great objection I have heard made to medern plays is,
¢ their want of bufinefs: “but this can never be charged
¢ to mine. - There is a ghoft, and a battle; and a king
¢ dethroned. Bufinefs enough, and enough, I am fure.”
—¢ Ghofts and battles, fir, it is true, are {ometimes in-
¢ troduced with fuceeis; but then it muft be a mafter in
¢ the art, elfe they have a contrary effett.’—¢ I appre-
¢ hend that tl# aim of tragedy 1s to work upon the paf~
¢ fions. In this, I believe, you cannot fay I have failed -
¢ the diftrefs is truely great.’—¢ Diftrefs, when out of
¢ charaéter, lofes the appearance of reality, and becomes
¢ ridiculous. A king m an alms-houfe, and a queen
¢ begging from door to door, are images which fink into
¢ a burlefque.’—¢ It is very well, fir! you may fay what
¢ you pleafe, but I am fatisfied it is not want of merit
¢ in my play that makes you refufe it. You daily act
¢ much worfe.  If it had been recommended to you by
¢ fome lord, you would have found none of thefe faults ;
¢ but merit may {tarve without intereft to [upportit, now-
¢ a-days. Thisis fine encouragement to genius, truely ;
¢ and the public is like to be well entertained while fuch
¢ men have it in their power to refufe every thing that
¢ does not happen to pleafe themfelves.”

Saying this, he (natched up his play, leaving my maf-
ter to pleafe himfelf with the profpect of being criticifed
upon in a news-paper, and pulled to picces 1 a {curyi-
lous pamphlet.  He had not time to indulge theft réflec-
tions long, when another of his clients attended his levee.
As foon as he was feated, ¢ I have read over your work
¢ with great care,” {aid my mafter, and am foury to fay,
¢ I think it impmﬂe\' fr the ftage.’—¢ Pray, fir, why
¢ fo2* apfwered the poet with an aiv of igportance. ¢ It
¢ is written firi€tly according to the rules of the drama 3
¢ and enriched with the fublimett fentitaents of the anci-
* Vou. I 5 F 3 SUESs 4
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¢ ents.’—*¢ Sir, I am fenfible of its merits as well asof
¢ the great learning of the author: but the tafte of the
¢ times requires entertainment of a different kind’—
< Surely, compﬁliance with a' vitiated tafte will not juftify
¢ the-breach of rules, taken originally from nature, and
¢ eftablifhed for fo many ages.’—¢ I neither difpute the
¢ original juftice, nor the antiquity of them: but I ap-
¢ prehend that the latter, in a great meafure, deftroysthe
¢ prefent force of the formers  The cuftoms of mankind,
“.the part of nature which comes withiu the province of
¢ the drama, are fo changed fince the eltablithment of
< thofe rules, that it would be moft abfurd to exaét obe-
¢ dience to them now. Befide, may itnotbe faid, with-
< out violation to the refpe¢t due to antiquity, that expe-
<€ rience, in a great length of time, may have rt]adc many
< improvements in thofe rules. The infancy of every ait
¢ is weak.’=—¢ Bur whatever changes may have happened
< in the cuftoms of the world, truth fill remains the fame,
¢ and the genuine fentiments of nature can not dilple§fe.’
—=¢ Very true! but ftill they may not always be received
¢ with equal pleafure in the fame garb. Unimpaffioned
¢ {fentiment, howe\'erj#;({ and' {ublime, works not the ef=
¢ felts defigned by the drama, whofe aim s to convey
¢ inftruétion and pleafure at the fame time by an imme-
¢ diate addrefs to the paffions.’—¢ Is it poffible, that
¢ you can be an advocate for the irregularmonfiers, which,
¢ at prefent difhonour the ftage —¢ As for irregularityy |
¢ T look' upon it to be but an imaginary defe&. Though
< even if it were otherwife, I am the fervant of the pub-
¢ lic, and obliged to find-enterfainment for their tafte, be
¢ it what it will. If you would but conform'—¢ No,
¢fir! that I never will, againft reafon and the ancients.
< I fee you are prejudiced, and, therefore, I Ihall‘ not
¢ argue with you any longer. But T fhall uot acquiefce
¢in filence. I will publifh the performance, without
¢ being difcouraged by your refufald and appeal to the
¢ jurlgment of tge learned.”> He then marched aff, with:
a thately pace, and my mafter looking after him, ¢ There
< zgain,’ faid he, fhrugging his fhoulders, ¢ I fhallnow
& « ¢ bige

1



: ' OF ‘A GUINEA. : 67
¢ have the ghofts of Sophocles and Ariftotle, and all the
¢ doughty ancients, raifed to haunt me.’

As he faid this, a perfon entered, whofe whole ap-
pearante fpoke diftre(s. He approached my mafter, bow-
ing lowly, and trembling with anxiety a5 he fpoke: ¢ I
¢ have made bold to wait upon you,fir,” faid he, ¢ but if
¢ you are not at leifure, will call another time *—*¢ Pray.
¢ fir it down,” replied my mafter, with a fmile of encou-
ragement, ¢ I have locked oger your work, and am con-
¢ cerned that it is not in iy power to receive it ; as b
¢ thould be fincerely glad to ferve you. But in this itis
¢ not poffible. I mufk be plain with you :—You [cem to
¢ want every poetical tafent.’—¢ I thought, fir,” returned
the poet, {carce able to colleSt fpirits enough to {peck Yo
him, ¢ that the bufinefs of tragedy was to worl upon the.
¢ paffions ! I depended entirely on the diftrefs,’—¢ Very
¢ true, fir | but there are other paffions befides pity to be
¢ applied to; nor is poverty a proper diftrefs to work
¢ upon them. Severe as it is to be felt, it affefts but
¢ little in reprefentation. The upper ranks of life know
¢ not what it is; and thofe who do are defirous to keep
¢ the thought at adiftance, and conceal a knowledge they
¢ are athamed of.” The mind muft be properly prepgred
¢ to feel for another. The defcription of a famine would

¢ affeét but little after a feaft. :

Fhis ca&o home to the unhappy poet. He burft
into tears, and was departing without beingable to make
areply. My mafter felt his diftrefs; though he ‘could
not receive his play, as he knew that an audience would
pay no regard to his circumftances, nor give up an even-
ing’s entertainment to relieve an author’s indxgence;' and
waiting on him to the door, flipped a couple of guineas
into his hand ; when it fell to my lot to change my fer-
vice. I had never experienced my own influence on the
human heart fo ftrongly as on this occafion. Th‘.: poet
kiffed the hand of Ais benefator in a rapture too big for
utterancg, and forgetting for a moment all his diftrefles,
went to n coffee-houle and changed me to pay for his
breakfaft. o CHAP
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Ry CHAP. XIX :
Chryfal changes bis fervice.  His mafler goes tobe ad-
mitled into an extrzordinary focicty. Some reflections
nof furted to the safte of the times.  Rifedf I/Ji}ﬁm'[t_y. 4

defcription of @ monaftery, with an account of its mem-
bers, and fome of its vules. !
N the (ame day that I entered into the fervice ofthe
mafter of the coffee houfe, he paid me away in
cathing a bill for a sman of fafbion, who, the next morn-
ing, fet out upon a party of pleafure of a moft extraor- |
dinary nature. This was, to be admitted into a fociety,
formed of a number of perfons of the firft deftinction, in
burlefque imitation of religious focieties, &which are in-
ftituted in other countries. ;

I have already told you that I fhall not give any opi-
nion in religious matters. But, whether the original in-
ftitution of fuch focieties was right or not, as the motive
of them was the worfhip of the Deity, any attempt to
turn them into ridicule moft certainly muft be wrong;
the mind of man f{eldom being acute or attentive enough
to diftinguifh between matters which to appearance are
fo intimately conneéted as the mode of worfhip, and the
objeét of it ; but generally- involving either in the difve-
gard affe€ting theother. ~ In the prelent inftance, indeed,
the difregard was defignedly levelled at both alike.

To give you a proper notion of the {cene in which my
mafter was going to aét a capital part, it is neceflary to
trace the whole from the original. = A perfon of a flighty
tmagination, and who poflefied a fortane that enableq hfm
to purfue thofe flichts, cloyed with common pleafurts,
and ambitious of diftinguithing himfelf among his com-
panions, bad refolved fo try if he could not ftrike out
fomething new, that fheuld at the {ame time pleafe his.
own tafte, and do honour to his genius. ‘The mere gra-
tifications of fenfe, in their utmoft extent, not anfwering
his defign, he had recousfe to the afftance of imagina-
tion to enhance (fhem. The great butt,: againg which
men of pleafure (Play off all their wit, is religion. Their
Tealous fora practice fo grofs arc obvious. As the voice

¢

g

|



i
5 ' OF A GUINEA, : ~ 69

of confcience will fometimes intrude upon them'fo as to
pall their higheft pleafures in the very mement of enjoy-
ment, their firft endeavour is to filence it, which they find
by experience, cannot be done (o effectually by any other
method as by this of taking off the refpeét paid to religion,
from which confcience borrows the terrors that make its
admonitions fo unwelcome. Befides, they think it fhews
their uperiority over the reft of mankind, to laugh at
what they are afraid of ; @s it is alfo convenient for
their charaéter of wit, to exert it on topics where it is fafe
from being rivalled by men of real underftanding.

Thefe weighty ¢onfiderations determined him to feafon

his fcheme ashigh as he could with impiety, in order tg

make it the better relifhed.  Accordingly, after due de-
liberation on a matter of fuch moment, he at length hit
upon a plan that pleafed him.

In the middle of a large lake uponhiseftate, there was
an ifland, the natural beauties of whofe fituation had been
heightened by every improvement of art. On this ifland
he erc&ted a building, exattly on the model of the monai-
teries which he had ieen in other countries ; and, to make
the refemblance complete, there was not a vice that he
had ever heard imputed to the inhabitants of them, for
practifing which he didinot make provifion in his. Thecel-
Iars were ftored with the choiceft wines; the larders with the «
delicacies of every climate; and the cells were fitted up for
allthe purpofes of lafcivioufnefs, for which proper objects
werealfo provided. Thus far the ridicule, however crimni-.
nal in itfelf, may feem to have been defigned only againit
thofe (ocieties of human inftitution : but it was beneath his
geniusand pirit to frop here.Nothing lefs would fatisfy him
thanto attack the very effentials of thereligion eftablifhed
by thelaws of his country, and acknowledged by every fe-
rious perfon in it to be divine. For this pious purpofe,when
every thing was prepared for their reception, his next care
was to find a fraternity proper for the place. But in this
his rankeand courfe of life made him not leng ata lofs. He
felected from among his intimates a number equal to that

of thole who had been at the firft chofen to inculcate the
P L) religion
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religion which he defigned to ridicule, whofe names the;
aflumed, as he with equal modefty and piety did thit
of the divine author of it : and, to fupply any decreale in
this number by death or defertion from the terrors of re«
fleGtion, be inftituted an inferior order of as many. more
chofen alfo with the greateft caution and regard to thela-
titude of their principles, their fortunes, and mirthfalac-
complifhments. The probationary office of thefe latter was
to attend upon their {uperibrs in the celebration of their
my [teries, which were all performed in the chapel of the
monaftery, where no other fervants were ever permitted to
enter, on the moft common occafjon, as the very decora-
tions of it would, inagreat mealure, have betrayed their
feerets ¢ the ceiling being covered with emblems and de-
vices too grofs to require explanation to the meaneft ca-
| pacity ; and the walls painted with the portraits of thofe
whofe names and characters they affumed, reprefented in
attitudes and aétions horrible to imagination. Nor was
their care to keep their myfteries impenetrably feeret con-
fined to this exclufion of common fervants. The dift-
dence of confcious guilt made them even diftruft 'eﬂCh
other, till bound to fecrefy by oaths and imprecations,
receiving their force from the religion thus abufed by
themn : an abfurdity common among men affociated for the
moft flagitious purpofes. But, ftrong as the power of iu-
perftition is over weak and wicked" minds (for nothing
but the groffed fuperftition could make them think oaths
+in fuch circumftances binding 1) their feerefy was fecured
by a fill fronger motive, which was fear. = They were
fenfible that even fufpicion of fuch vices would for ever
exclude them from tlie fociety of all thofe, whom, in de-
fpite of themfelves, they could not help holding in repett ;
and that o outrageous an infult upon the laws was liable
to punifhment from the fecular power, though they might
by their intereft evade the direét effe@s of which, yet the
imputation would make them fo obnoxious to the peo-
ple in general, shat they could no longer hope®to enjoy
any of the lucrative employments of the ftate, if their re-
fentment did xot arife !tiTi higher, and make them take.
thgt
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that punifhment into their own hands! and thefe fears
prevented their {ecrets being divulged evenby fuch as hid
refolution enough to defert the fociety ; as they imagined
the ftain could never be fo effeftually-expunged, as to fe-
cure them from thofe confequences. ,

The rites of this fociety, and the ceremonies obferved
upon the admiffion into it, will be beft explained by the
account of what I faw my mafter perform-on this occa-

‘ fion ; when he was candidate for the higher order, having
already ferved his noviciate in the lower.
CHAP. XX.

Chryfal’s mafier arrives at the monaflery. The manner
of bis being admitted into the [iciety. Characier of bis
competitor.  The method. he took to revenge the fociety’s in-
Juflice in preferving Chryfal’s mafler to bim.  The mirth of
the company diffurbed by the entrance of the devil, juft as
be was invoked by Chryfal’s mafler.  The effeét of fuch a
vifitor upon the company. The devil fixes upon Chryfal's
mafler in particular, and makes bim fqueak.

T was about four o’clock in the afternoon when my

mafter arrived at the verge of the lake, where he no
fooner made the concerted fignal, than a boat was fent to
ferry him over. On his landing on the ifland, he went to
the monaftery, where he found the fociety juft fitting down
to dinner, at which he took his place among them. When
they had made a fhort meal, and drank their ipirits up
to a proper pitch, they retived to their refpective cells, to
prepare for the {olemnity they were going to celebrate.
My mafter, then clad in'a milk white robe of the finelt
linen, that flowed loofely rouad him, repaired, at thetol-
ling of the bell, to the chapel, the fcene of all their myi-
terious rites, and knocking gently thrice at the door, it
was opened to him, to the {found of foft and folemn mu-
fic.  On his entrance he made a moft profound obeilance.
and advancing flow towards a table that ftood againit
the wall in the upper end of the chapel, as foon as he
came to the rails, by which it was furreunded, he fell
upon his knees, and making a profeffion of his principles
nearly in the words, but with the moft grofs Perveﬂi:él
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met with among mankind. His looks were fly, methodis
cal, and plodding. Praftice had fixed upon his pafiive
face the hollow varnifh of a fervile (mile ; and an over,-_g-
ed affe@ation af polite behaviour made his natural awk-
wardnefs truely ridicplous. But under all this, I could
fze a depth of defign, and latitude of principle, equal to
any great attempt, the fuccefs of which fhould in the
opinion of the world determine the quality of thatgreat-
nefs, whether villainy or virkue. That knowledge of his
life which is neceffary to explain his charaéer, and ac-
count for the principles upon which he atted confiftently -
his manifold part, will be comprifed in a few wordss -
Sprung from the dregs of the people, and* turned loofe
upon the world to fhift for himielf, as foon'as he was able
to crawl, he took his ftand about the houfe of a perfon in
bufinefs, where he hardly earned a morfel of broken vic-.
tuals, by running of errands, cleaning fhoes, and fuchof-
fices as are performed by thofe fervants of fervants.

1 fee you wonder at my faying he was fprung from the
dregs of the people, as if difference of rank could make
any alteration in the eflential equality of human nature ;
but without entering into a difcuffion of andetermined
points, on both fides of which much has been, faid with
equal ftrength of reafon, the belt obfervation of the power
of early example, to imprefs thofe principles which areto
govern the future life, will fufficiently juitify my ufing the

_ expreffion here. The patience with which he was obliged
to bear the cuffs and kicks of thofe worltof tyrants, who
always wantonly revenge tenfold upon their wretched un-
devlings whatever they [uffer themftlves, taught him Fhat.
hypocrify, and abjeét [ubmiffion to every thing that might
any way ferve his convenience, which afterwards })l‘,O_V‘f.d
the ground.work of his fortune ; as the example of his
parents, who got their living by retailing to the poor the
meanelt neceflaries of life, initiated him fo early intoevery
{pecies of low fraud.and chicane, that'they became abfo-
lutely. natural teghim, and invariably ruled -the gsonduct
of his life. ;

He liad been fome time'in this hopeful courfe of educa-

« ; tiog,
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tion, when an accident opened him an ‘opportunity of
{ho\[aving what a progrefs he had made in it. A brother
of the perfon, about whofe houfe he picked up the feraps’
that kept him alivé, happening to fee ons of the fervants
beating him unmereifally, interfered from mere humanity,
and faved him, The marks he bore of his beating raifed
a curiofity to know how he had deferved it 5 when he gave
fo [eemingly innocent and pitiable an account of himlelf,
and attributed the fervant®sscruelty fo arttully to his hav-
ing refufed to do fomething for him, which was improper
for him to do, that the young gentleman believed him,
and taking compaffion on his diftrefs, admitted him into
the family, Yo wait upon himfelf, by which he was de-
livered from his deperidance on the other fervants, and
. proteéted from their future infults. The humility with
which he behaved himfelf, in this firft fiep of his advance-
ment, his affiduity and feeming attachment torhis mafler
foon won his good opinion fo fary that he difpenfed with
his attendance, and fent him to fchool, where he applied
himielf fo clo(ely, and made fuch a Proﬁeieney, that his
matter took him into his own bufinels, in which his fo-
briety, diligence, and obedient temper gained his confi-
dence fo entirely, that, as foon as ever he thought/him |
capable, he admitted him into fellowfhip with himfelf, -
and abfolutely refigned the management of his whole bufi-
nefs to him. "It may naturally be fuppofed, that he did
not negleét to improve fuch an opportunity of pracifing |
the lefions ke had learned in his youth. He fecreted the
profits of all the bufinefs, which his principal was not in-
difpenfibly obliged to be perfonally engaged in; he fup-
planted him with fuch as he could of his cuftomers; he
cheated of confiderable fumsof money fuch others, as long
experience of his (the principal’s) honefty had put off
their guard with him ; and took every occalion of infinu-
ating to the world, under the moft effetual difguife of
friendly concern ¥nd complaint, his negligence and inca- |
pacity at the fame time, that he profeded to hme'e_lf the
moft implicit refpeét and obedience, and feemed ambitious
of fhowing his gratitude and -attachment, by Pﬂﬁ'm‘"g {
aVoL. 111, Wz et
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in cafe of death, had the firft claim, from law and nature,

to his fortune. In carrying on this fcheme, they played

into each others hands with {uch addre(s at his return,thaty,

when he was geing to the next campaign, he macea willy
by which he gave, got only his own large acquifitions,
but alfo the inheritance of his anceftors, between them,
in fach a manner as plainly fhowed a wreng mind, and
“fupported hié bequeft with Tuch reafons, as were an in-
fult’'to the laws and religion of his country ; at the fame
time, that they perpetuated the infamy of thofe, to whom
it was made, by arguing exprefsly in favour of the vices
which had gained them this mark of his regard; and this

will, the fubftance of which fatisfied thehh for the cir-_

cumftances, he left in the hands of my mafter.
In this fituation matters ftood between the three, when
Y came into his poffeffion.  When he had finithed ‘the

drudgery of the day, he went as ufually to fpend

his evening agreeably with his charge. ~There was
_one fpecies of what is called <vif, upon his expert-
nefs in which my mafter valued himfelf not a little. This
was telling a fititious ftory with {o grave a face,and cor-
roborating it with fuch plaufible circumftancesas to raife
the hearer’s anxiety, and then to laugh at the eafy faith
¢hat could be fo taken in. Low as the merit of fuch wit
was, at the beft, in him it had none atall. His fickions
were no better than down right lies, deftitute of imagi-
nation or humour, and corroborated with nothing but
news-coined oaths, and imprecations, fit to afford entertain=
ment only to the damned. Witlt an effay of this kind
he refolved to entertain his miftrefs this evening. Ex-
erting, therefore, all his command of countenance, ¢ my
¢ deareft love,” faid he, with a melancholy look,and deep-
drawn figh, as he entered the room, ¢ Ehavereccived b
< news, blast my eyes! there has been a battle, in which
< our fool'——=¢ Has not been killed I* interrupted fhes
foatching the word outof his mouthj ¢ that is bad newss
¢ indeed; but enother battle may.afford betterd——
_ I {ee you were firuck with hoiror at my repeating the
impregation he made ufé of on this occalion. Infteads

. SEie : - ; therefQre
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thereforé, of intermixing them with every period of his
dilcourfe, as he always does, I will in their place make®
a paufe thus, —, which will ferve as well, for he
ules them, in general, as no more than meye expletives.

¢ No ! anfwered he, fhrugging up his fhoulders, ¢ that
¢ chance is loft for ever .=, He has received a
¢ wound , which; without endangering his life;
¢ has difabled him from further fervice, fo that we fhall:
- € be bleft with his company ————, for the reft of our
¢ lives.’—¢ Curfed, you fhould fay ! but is there no way
¢ to be thought of to prevent it? Could not proper ap-
¢ plication be made to the furgeons?’—¢ All is too late!
¢ his leg was thken off direCtly — 5 and the danger
€ entirely over, when the account came away ; as you
« © may (ee by his letter, in whichhe writes meword, ——
¢ that he hopes to be-at home with us, in a month, to
¢ leave us no more. Eh! what have I done with his
€ letter? It fhould be in this pocket! I certainly have
¢ left it behind me in my confufion. But you will fee it
¢ foon enough.” He fends his love to you ; and bids me
¢ tell you, he would have wrote to you, but was pre=
¢ vented by company, fo that you fee he cannot be in any
¢ danger But he’ll make you amends. I fee
¢ how ‘every thing will be — . “Hell may you, as
¢ {oon as he returns —; thathe may introduce you
< Ento his family, who will treat you with forced civility,
€ in order to get him into their-hands again. - I fee very
¢ well =, how every thing will happen.’—¢ No'!
€ that fhall never happen! I hate them, and delpife
¢ their civility. I had rather bear the feers and infults
““of the world than that. Nor will I marry him, let
¢ what will be my fate! his infolent, capricious humour
¢ is fcarce to be Dornenow ; though he curbs it, becaufe
£ I am at liberty to leave him. ~ What would it then be;
¢ were I to be his flave for life > I had rather feign peni-
¢ tence, and throw thyfelf on the compaffion of my own
¢ family,pthan - plunge into fuch miferyq Marriage on
¢ any terms is a ftate I defpife, but with him I abjureit.
This paflion was fuch a trigh;ph fegny matter, t;:!

o
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he could keep his countenance no longer. ¢ Hal hal
§ ha! afair humbug, damnme!’ faid he, burfting outinto
a horfe-laugh, ¢yourhumble fervant, madam! I thought
“.you conld net betakeniz. Ha! ha! ha! a fair bumbug,
¢ damn me.”—¢ Taken in!’ faid fhe, vexed at being
played upon, but more pleafed thatit was no worle,
< how can you take delight in fuch a low-lived trick ? If
¢ I could not fhow my wit in a better manner; Iam fure
¢« I would give up all pretenfions te it.’—¢ All poor fpite
¢ and malice! But don’t fret for it. Come! we’ll kifs
¢ and be friends, and think no more of the matter! only
¢ remember not to brag another time that you cannot be
¢ faken in, though, ha! halha !’ & =

Every thing being thus made up, their convcrfa;@ﬂ
for the Teft of the evening was fuch as may be fuppofed
between perfons of their caft, and in their fituation. They
gloried in the fuccefs of their fchemes upon their common
dupe, the colopel; they formed plans for fpending his
fortune, ﬂmuld‘};ny lucky accident put an end to his life;
they ridiculed the pride and felf: fufficiency of which they
had taken advantage; and concluded in their ufual way,
with proving, in each other’s arms, the juffuefs of his
confidence in their fidelity. :

CHAP, XXXVIII, ;

Chryfal’s mafier receives an account of the death of the
colomel.  He finds after muth deliberation that be camd
fling bis worthy affociate out of the'whole [pail, and therefore
prudently refolves to fhare it with her: by e marriage
avhich be draws a comfortable picture.. "He urges bis fuiy
and fbe fIrives to evade it, by arguments confiftent Wi
both their charafiers.  He carries bis point in a particuldt
manner. ‘

BUT all this harmony was foon difturbed for ever, by
the accomplifhment. of the very fchemes it was
founded on, which was much nearer than they imagineds
The firft news my mafter received”on his return home
next morningmawas: that the colonel had been killed in
late battle, ‘This was an interefting event ; he direétly
locked himflf vp in his clofet, and taking out the willy
: ¢ theugh
L
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¢ likely ferve me the fame-trick with fomebody elfe, that
¢ fhe has ferved this fool with me: once @ whore audal-

<€ wways awhore. However, 1 muft take my chancefor
< that. Cenning as fhe is, fhe fhall not cuckold me
¢ eafily. If ¥ ammota match for her fhe muft be ableto
¢ outwit the devil himfelf; fo, happy come lucky, I'll
¢ e’ent venture.” : AT
Having reafoned himfelf into this prudent refolution,
he would lofg no time; but went to her diretly to camy
it into execution. As foon as he met her, ¢ I have brought
¢ you news now,’ {3id he, ¢ in earneft. News that willbe
< ither good, or bad; according as you take it."—<Pfhaw!*
anfwered fhe, {lightly, ¢ this is more of your awit, I fup-
¢ pofe. But for heaven’s fake leave off making a foolof
¢ yourfelf, and teazing me. I am quite fick of fuch ftuffl
¢ Strike meto the centre;’ replied he, paffionately, ¢ but
¢ am ferious. T have this moment received an account,
S that the calonel is a&tually dead. He was killed in the
¢ latebattle.” .

" The look with whichhe faid thishad more weight with
her than all the oaths and imprecations he could utter,
tor, much as he was mafter of his countenance, he‘CO\.ﬂd
not conceal the agitation of his mind. ¢ Dead!™ inter-
vupted {he, eagerly, ¢ thank heaven! then all my fears
¢ are over.” ¢ Aye!" replied he, dryly, ¢ burit 15.‘"’5
<if your hopes are not alfo over with them ! ¢ How!
¢ What do you mean ? Has he not madea will, by whicl
¢ all his fortune comes direétly to me ? For heaven’s fake
< do not torture me in this manner. Yes! he has mado
“a willy it is true. But don’t you know that thelat
¢ letter I received fromhim revokedit, fo thatevery thing
¢ goesnow to his family, for helived not long enought®

. “ make another, after he received his wound; though
€ that is no great lofs to you, for, from what he faid |
¢ when he was dying, it would not have been much it
€ your favour. But, did you not promife me, that you
¢ would fupprefs that revocation, in cafe anysthing of
¢ kind fhould happen ; which you faid you had it inyout
¢ power to do, as yoﬁ'}j principal was fool enoughf‘t‘:i};,‘e"’f
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¢ mife you, -that he would never open any letters that
¢ fhould come direted to you from the army, as he had
< a right to do, by which means it had luckily efcaped
¢ coming to his knowledge.” o ;

¢ Perhaps I may have faid fo! But, do you think I
¢ haye no more confcience than to conceal fuch a thing ;
¢and rob -a man to whom I am under {o great obliga-
¢ tions 2—¢ Confcience! For heaven’s fake, 1 conjure you
* again, donot torture me any longer. Speak of cone
¢ feience to thofe whodo notknow you. Ihave had fuffi-
¥ cient proof, that your infereft is your corfcience; and
¢ this will furely determine you to ferve me, as you ferve
¢ yourfelf at the*fame time. Is not all to come to youat
“ my death?’—¢ But what am I to do in the mean while?
¢ Come, then, asyou fay you know me fo well, I'll offer

- € you a fair propofal, that fhall make it myprejent intereft
® (for that is what T regard). to ferve you; and your fu~
¢ ture interaft, on which you lay {o great a ftref§, to ferve
*me. Suppofe we join our interefts in all things, and
€ mairy. By this expedient I fhall come direétly intothe
€ enjoyment of the fortune; and your children will in-
¢ herit it.>

¢ Marry I*  exclaimed fhe, Rarting in furprife, ¢ what
% could put fuch a @range thought into your head, who
¢ know my fentiments on that unnatural ftate of fuper-
¢ ftition and flavery ? No!_that, of allgthings, Ican ne-
€ vercomeinto. But, I (ee youare at your bumbugging
* again, ~ The profeffions, and oaths of friendthip, you
¢ have fo often made me.—

¢ Were all but wind,” anfwered he, ¢ and have left no
¢ trace behind them. ~But this kind of talking anfwers
*no end. The whole depends on the one word by which
€ you anfwer me this fhort queftion—¢¢ Will you marry
“me? Or will you not?”’ If you confent, I will fe-
# crete the papers that fet afide the will, and fo we thall
< fhare thefortune bet®een us.  If yourefuie, I will give

. * them up tp -his }'amily, ‘who will dir:ﬂlf defeat your
¢ claim, and then you may fotlow for yoir lkgvuz_grt;“ﬁ Jl:;
: Y RV S
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fady to court him in ber turn, and at length marries ber.
The confequences of Juch a marriage, and fruits of the.
ﬂcz'g[_p‘g"%ﬂ their [chemes. :
TH;;S. point being fettled, the next thing was to pro-
. duce the colonel’s will, the thoyght of doing which

gave him fome alarm, in fpite of all his fortitude, as it
would be throwing off the matk he had worn all his life,
and deelaring war with his principal, who he judged from
himfelf would not fail to publifh to the world the mean-
nefs of his original, and the mifery from which his com-
paffion had raifed him. But {uch thoughts, difagreeable
as they might be, could not divert him from his purpofe.
To difable his®principal, though, as far as poffible from
carrying his refentment any farther than words, he ran-
facked all his papers, and took away not only fuch as re-
lated immediately to the private tranfactions between

- themfelves but alfo thoft of other people, with whom
they had been concerned in bufinefs, 'in order to diftrefs
his circumftances, and involve him in fuch perplexities as
fhould lay him under a neceflity of keeping fair with him.
But this precaution, like many others ditated by thefame
{pirit, occafioned the very thing it was defigned to pre-
vent,

The firft news of this affair was like a thunder-clap to
the family of the colonel. My mafter’s principal, who,
though, in the courfe of law and nature, had the firft
expectations, as I have faid before, could not believe it
to be true, fo high was his confidence in the honefty and
attachment of my mafter. To fatisty, however, the im-
portunities of his family, he came to him, and with a"
look of indignation at the bafemefs of fuch a report,
rather than apprehenfion of the truth ofit, ¢Tam come,”
faid he, ¢ to tell you a piece of news, I have juft this mo-
¢ ment heard, which is, that the colonel has left his whole
¢ fortune between that jade, his miftrefs, and you; and
¢ that you were prif to his will, which he left in your
¢ hands yghen he was going abroad. Buj the latter part
€ of the ftory makes me eafy about the reft; for, what-
¢ ever his capricious temper méght Jead him to do, I am

Yor. IIIL N ¢ convinced
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¢ convinced you would have no hand in o bafe
¢ nor even conceal his having fuch an intention fro
¢ moment. [ fee youare fhocked at the fcandalou
¢ tation; but do not think I mention it asif T b
¢ it. I couldnotdo you fo much wrong.’ s

The firflt impreffions of youth can never be totally ef« -
faced. Though my mafter could lay fchemes to cheat.
bis principal, and revile him behind his back, he had
Tearned to look at him with an awe, when a beggar about
his brother’s houfe, and afterwards his fervant, thathe
could never after get over, when in his prefence. This
awe, added to #he confufion of con{cious geilt, madehim:
unable to make any anfwer for fome moments, and had
wrought that change in his countenance which the other
took noticeof, - - i

‘As (o6 as he could colledt fpirits to fpeak, ¢ T—I—
&1 am obligedito every one, f—i—for their good opinion
< of me,” faid he, wifh his eyes fixed on the ground, and
faultering at every word ; ¢ and hope I fhall not f—f—f—
¢ forfeit it, by accepting the favours of my friends.’—
¢ How!" interrupted the other eagerly, ¢ What canyou
¢ mean by that? You furely do not, cannot, avow ey
¢ As for that, firl’ returned my mafter, plucking up a
Tittle more affurance, ¢ what I avow ordifavow isnothing
¢ to the purpofe. 1 prefume that my 7/} dear and wor=
¢ ihy friend, the colonel, had a right to leave his fortune
¢ t0 whom he pleafed ; and that whoever he has left it to
¢ has alio a right to take it, without being anfwerableto |
< your opinion, or that of any others, who may be preju-
¢ diced by you; for the world will judge better, and be.
< fatisfied that he had fufficient reafons for what he has
¢ done.’—¢ And fo, then, itiseven {o!* replied the othery |
after a long paufe, ¢ and this is the return I meet for
¢ raifing you from wretchednefs, and admitting you 0
< the firft place in the efteem and condidence of my hearfs
 Cherifh a viper in your bofom, and he will fting you
¢ to death. &ut it is beneath me to upbraid youl
¢ leave the revenge of my wrongs to your own confcienc®
¢ and the juflice of heavens and from this moment dif-

= ¢ glain
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& ¢laim all intetcourfe with you ; nor fhall my lips ever
© more utter your name, if I can help it. The fight of
¢ you is a pain tome! I will fend a perfon to take my
¢ affairs out of your hands, and defure youawill directly
¢ provide yourfelf another habitation! Unhappy for me
¢ was the day, when I firlt gave fhelter to your mifery in
€ mine.’  Saying thisy he turned away, without saiting
for a reply, and left the-room. :

“This infolent behaviour (for fomy mafter called it, as
foon as the other was gone) was [uch an affront to Aés
bonour, as in his opinion cancelled all obligations, and
jullified every thing he had done, or could do againit him,
Giving vent t his relentment, therefore, in @ burff of
blafphemous execrations, he proceeded in the execution of |
his [chemes, with this improvement, that, toobviate the |

| imputations of bafe difhonefty and ingratitude, which
his own confeience told him his principal wounld publiﬂg
to the world againft him, he loaded him with every fcan—"
dal that his inventive malice could fuggeft. But, initead
of anfwering his purpofe, produced the very contrary
effet, as it put him under a neceffity of laying open
things to vindicate his own charaéter, which indignant
fhame of having placed his confidence fo unworthily woald
otherwife have made him conceal ; and, in this inftance,
the world was not dazzled by fuceefs, but directly paid
his villany with the infamy it deferved.

As for the lady, fafhion made it neceffary for her to put
on all the mimickry of woe, in which fhe pexfifted moft
decently for the ufual time, at the end of which fhe found
her hufband that was to be, fo flack in his addrefics, that
fhe was obliged to court him, as fuch an unfettled life
was equally contrary to her intereft and inclination_sé

- This anfwered a double end. It gratified his vanity (for
he took care to, make it known) and feemed to obviate
.the credit of the contraét between them, fhould it ever
happen to be difcoveded. Accordingly, hekeptoffalittle
longer; and at length confented, with the pffected irrefo~
| tution of a man of the moft delicate principles and I:enfc
of honour. As he only got a legal right by his marriag
Vo III, N 2 s
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to what he was already in pofleffion of, he foon grew
tired of the ftate, the circumitances of which, in his par-
ticular cafe, could not be very pleafing to any man. How-
ever, to avoid theevils of which he was moft immediately
afraid, he went to kive in the country, where he permit-
ted his wife to fee nobody but thofe he approved, and in
company with himfelf. Nor was he fatisfied that his ut-
moft vigylance could prove eftectual, as he had experience
of the leofenefs of her principles, and her expertnefs in
all the arts of intrigue. : -

Their fituation, in thefe circumftances, may be eafily
conceived. Continual {ufpicions, quarrels, and recrimi-
nations aggravated their mutual diflike to the moft ran-
corous hatred, and made their lives fuch a fcene of milery,
that they themfelves looked upon it as a commencement
of heaven’s vengeance on their crimes ; while all who knew
them expeéted in horror that they would make that ven-
gence ftill more fignally dreadful, by wreaking their
hatred upon each other’s lives, or their defpair upon their
own. All the advantages, thus dearly earned, were an
affluence difgufting for want of power of enjoyment, €x-
cept in an externa% pomp that only mocked the mifery
within, and made the meannefs it was defigned to hide the
more remarkable,

CHAP. XL. ;

Chryfal’s mafler defignstofet up a coach ; but wants &
snaterial article towards making a proper figure With it
He confults with a berald, who gives him an elaborate
differtation, not the moft pleafing to him, on coutsof armsy
and the modern methods of making them, in which he un-
folds many curious myfieries, and undertakes at laft, on
proper encouragement, to make bim a gentleman. Chryfat
changes bis fervice. Converfation berween bis new maf=
ser, and an antiquatian. Curious arguments, by whic
be proves the genuinenefs and-impogzance of certain 1elics
of antiguity. Ghryfal tblange.r bis fervice. :
IN this agéof delicacy and refinement the dirft thing

thought of in gentgel life is a carriage, which is {0
indifpenfibly neceflary fo procure refpeét, that nIO' ucm-
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mence in feience, no praftice of virtue is held in efteem,
where that is wanted. Senfible of this, my mafter refol-
ved to befpeak one, the elegance and grandeur of which
fhould prove his tafte and magnificent fpirit. One diffi-
culty though perplexed him not a little in the defign.
This was, his want of acoat of arms to decorate the out=
fide of it, and difplay to the world his illuftrious defcent.
After much fruitlefs meditation on f{o important a fub-
je&, it occurred to him, that a herald muft be the pro-

* per perfon to conlult with upon the beft means of remedy-
ing this defeft. Accordingly, he inquired for the moft
eminent in that way, and, on the morning fixed for his
attendance, prepared to receive him, in fuch a manner
as he imagined could not fail to infpire him with refpeét.
He was lolling at breakfaft in an elbow-chair ; drefled
a morning-gown of green damafk, with a red cap on his
head, the cambric lining of .which was edged witha
rich lace, that turned up over it, and crimfon velvet flip~
pers on his feet, one of which was extended on a cufhion
of the fame materials, to give him the appearance.of the
gout, a diforder which he looked upon as an inconteftible
}aroof of his being fprung from a good family, while his

ady poured out his tea, and between every difh read a
paragraph in the newfpapers to entertain-him.

A foen as the herald was fhown in, my mafter caft an
eye upon his lady, and nodding majeftically towards the
door, fhe withdrew, and left him to his bufinels. After
the ufual queltions about the weather, and the news, my
mafter at Jength entered upon the fubjet. €1 underftand -
€ S—S—S—— Sir,” faid he, faultering, and almoft bluthing:
in fpite of his affurance, ¢ that you have great {kill in he~ .-
¢ raldry ; and thereforedefired to fee you, to confule about
€ my c—c—c— coat of arms.’—* I do prefume, fir,” an~
fiered the herald with an air of importance € to have
< fome knowledge in that myfteriousand fublime {cience,
¢ and hope T fhall ndt wrong the charatter you have re~
€ ceived of me, in‘any thing in which yo are pleafed to

| € employ me. Hem ! ahem! Pray, fir; what may be the

| € nature of your prefent commaids? I fappofe you want

| VWL IR ‘NY g
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¢ to introduce into your own coat, the bearing of fome
¢ branch of your family, which is failen to you. There
¢ is nothing é}:_‘: the world eafierto be done, that is by one,
¢ who, as I faid before, underftands the fcience. Itis
¢ only dividing the’ field properly, and taking care that
¢ the blazoning of the different quarterings, of which all
¢ good families gain many in a long courfe of defcents,
¢ may not be wrongly blended, as colour upon colour, or
¢ metal upon metal, which you muft know js falfe heral
¢ dry ; though T beg pardon, your blazoning is moft like-
¢ ly in precious flones, the peculiar emblems of nobility
¢ with us. But that makes no differencey as I will con-
¢ vince you, if you pleafe to let me fee your arms.”
¢ Sir,” replied my mafter, ftill more confounded by this
jargon, ¢ that is not what I want. I would have an en-
¢ tite n—n—new coat.’—¢ O! I underftand you, fir!
¢ you are the firft of your family ; and want to make arms
¢ for yourfelf, as none of your anceftors have left you
* any ! Why, fir, that too may be done ; but it muft be
¢ with judgment and care, as I faid before, for fear of
¢ interfering with the arms of any other family, But,
¢ you may truft me for that, fir! Half the arms you fee
¢ cut fuch a figure about the town are of m devifing.
¢ The king may make lords and knights of whom he.
¢ pleafes, but it is the herald muft make them gentlemen;
¢ for what is any man without a coat of arms? Pray, firy
¢ what is your name ? and of what profeflion was your |
¢ father?’— |
¢ Wh—wh—why do you afk, fir? T fuppofe there |
¢ cannot beany thing material to your purpofe in them?
¢ Pardon nie, good fir, they are material, very mate-
¢rial. A name, efpecially if it confifts of many fyllables,
¢ often gives an excellent hint; fer, as much as your
£ modern wits may affect to defpife the myfterious learn- |
¢ ing of Rebufes, wiler antiquity beld it in higer repute, |
¢ as you muft have obferved from the many illuftzious |
¢ coatsof arths taken entirely from the namé and then |
¢ knowledge of the profeffion of a gentleman’s father is |
¢ abfolutely neceffary for many reafons, T heref areiprogy
efhons,
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¢ feffions, the implements of which are never dropped, be-
¢ caufethe profeflions themfelves are reckoned honourable,
¢ as there alfo are others, nothing relating to which is
€ ever borne, for the contrary reafon. The fon of a gene-
¢ral or an admiral, for inftance, Will have his arms
¢ charged with implements of war; but the/fon of @ man
< awbo keeps a chandler’s fhop will never bear a lump of
¢ butter, or bunch of candles, nor #e Jon of a tailor, a
¢ pair of fciffars or a thimble ; for thefe would at once
¢ betray what is defigned to be hid ; and therefore it is
¢ abfolutely neceflary that I fhould be informed of thefe
€ particulars®—
¢ B—b—b— but, fir, can you not ftrike out fomething
¢ entirely new, without alluding to any same or profeffion
‘atall? I am willing to pay you well for your trouble,
¢ only let me have fomething elegant and grand.” €I
¢ underftand you, fir. I'll engage to pleafe you. I'll
¢ quarter you the coat of a crowned head in an inftant,
¢ without any body’s being able to fay a word againft it.
¢ Leave it to me; and I'll engage to pleafe you ; not the
€ richelt contracior or nabob of them all fhall make fuch
€ a figure.'—¢ And pray, fir, what is your price, for a
€ job of this kind ’—¢Price, fir > I never make bar-
€ gains! let common mechanics do that ? gentlemen al-
* ways make me a prefent, when they befpeak their ho-
¢ nours; and, according to the value of that, my inven-
* tion is either highor low.” ¢ Well, fir, it fhan’t fink
¢ on that account now. Hereare ten guineas for you, as
¢ an earneft of what I will give, if I like your work,
€ when it is done.’—* Sir ? you may depend on having the
€ bigheft arms of any man in the kingdom. Your gene-
¢ rofity fhows that you ought to be 2 gentleman ; and it
¢ fhall be my fault if I don’t make you one, in the fight
¢ of the world.’—Saying this, he took his leave, when I
was heartily glad togo with him, being part of the price
Ppaid upon this occafion for the making of, @ gentleman. ‘
As Toon as my new mafter went home, _he fcﬂf?d to |
his clofet, and taking out the money he had juft recswet_‘l, ]
“Hal ha! ha! no bad prico for a little daubing ! f;ald
- : s 4
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he, laughing and chinking the purfe. ¢ I wonder how the
< fellow could be fuch an afs as to think that any thing

€ in my power to"do could make him pals for a gentle- |

¢ man! Butdet him have his way! his folly is my gain;
¢ and it is nomore than juftice, that one who has cheated
¢ the world 6 long fhould ' cheat himfelf at lait, and fa-
¢ crifice the earnings of villany to vanity! But, hold!
¢ this is about the time my Antiguarian was to come.
¢ Let me fee thofe ancient manufcripts - and inferiptions
¢ which I had done Jaft week ! Upon my life, they look
¢ very well. The canker upon this copper,‘and the fmoke
€ upon this parchment are as natural as if they were the
¢ work of a thoufand years; and’ thefe fcrals might
¢ pafs even forthe /pels of thewitch of Endor, they have
< fo little likenefs to any marks made to convey thought,
€ at this time. He is a very pretty fellow that did them,
€ and deferves encouragement.’

Juft as he faid this, the perfon he expefted came, and
entering without ceremony upon his bufinefs, < I called
¢ upon you, fir," faid he, ¢ to {ee thofe things you men-
¢ tioned to me. If they arereally what you defcribe, we
< fhall not differ about the price, high asitis.” ¢ I hope,
¢ fir,” anfwered my mafter, ¢ you have not fo mean an
¢ opinion of my judgment, as to imagine I could ever
¢ think of impofing upon you. No, fir! I know that to
¢ be impoffible; even if I could be bafe enough to at-
¢ tempt it ; and, therefore, would not mention any thing
€ to you, that could admit of the leaft doubt to a perion
< of your profound learning. As to the price, I could
¢ have had much more fince I faw you; but I thought it
¢ but juftice to their merit to offer them firit to you, as
¢ there is no other colle€tion in the kingdom worthy of
¢ them, and I am above rifing in a demand T have once

¢« made, though infinitely fhort of their intrinfic value, as

¢ you will be convinced, the moment you fee them.
¢ Here, fir, is the manufcript, which®T had the goad tor-
€ tune to meetgyith, as I was rummaging ameng fome
€ old records in our office, that had never been lhrl_'eclil
* fincethe reign of " the eighth. The paper in whic
¢ reign of chry‘r_ ¢ eighth. The pape =
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¢ itwas wrapped was [o decayed, that it mouldered quite
¢ away, fo immediately upon its coming into the open
¢ air, tnat I had fcarce time to read the contents, which
¢ were that this parchment had been found in the tomb
¢ of Thomas 2 Becket, upon the hreaking up of his
¢ fhrine at the reformation, and was laid up there, onac-
¢ count of its antiquity. That it muft have been very
¢ ancient, even before his time, the colour and decay of
¢ the parchment would fufficiently prove, were there not
¢ other proofs ftill more convincing to fuchas have judg-
¢ ment to comprehend them. Thefhape of the letter fhows
¢ its age. This manner of writing, as appears by com-
¢ paring it with other ancient manufcripts, was intro-
¢ duced in the beginning of the fecond century of the
¢ chriftian ®ra, and quite dropped by the middle of the
¢ third. Within that period, therefore, it muft have been
¢ written. Its antiquity being thus fixed, the purportof
€itis next to be confidered; and of that, and its ima
< portance, there can be no juft room todoubt. This
€ {pot at the bottom of the parchment, though fo much
¢ defaced by time, bears a ftrong refemblance to the im-
¢ preflion of a mitre, and thereby proves that fome bifhog
¢ was the author of what was written over it, into whic
< thefe four letters, m—a—t—h, fortunately fo very
€ plain, give the cleareft light ; for as they muit have been
¢ part of the word Arimathza, they prove that the opi-
¢ nion of Jofeph of Arimathza having firft preached
« the gofpel in Britain was known fo early as in the fe-
¢ cond century, and [o decide that long-conteﬂgd point;
¢ as, who can be fuch an infidelas fo doubt a thing given
¢ thus, as I may fay, under the facred feal of the mitre,
¢ and that fo very near the time.’
¢ Very true ; butis it not as probable, that the defign
< gf this writing was to refute that opinion, as to con-
< firm it »° .
¢ My good fir, 3 youallow weight to fuch trivial ob-
¢ jetions as this, you give up all the Jyowledge of an
¢ antiquarian, which never amounts higher, than to poffi-
¢ ble conjetture, without regaril)io probability even ;gu:nﬁ
a3
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¢ him; for conjeftures fuch as this, foundeli on effaced
< remains of antiquity, are of much greater weight in.
¢ the learned world, becaufe they fhow mpre learning |
¢ than the plaineft conclufions drawn from eﬁdent and
¢ complete r&ords, as thefe are cbvious to any common
¢ perfon. But, wiy do I mention thefe things to you,
¢ who underftand them fo much better than I pretend to
¢ do.”—<T believe I do, fir, know fomething of thof¢
¢ matters ; and was fatisfied both of its antiquity aud
¢ importance, at thefirft glance of my eye; though I
¢ ftarted that obje&tion for mereamufement. But where
¢ is the fragment? T fhould be glad to fee that alfor—
¢ Here it is, fir;’ anfwered my mafter, tuking a bit of
broken copper out of a box, in which it was carefully
wrapped in cotton, ¢ This plate of copper was tom, in
¢ the manner you fee, from the head of a fepulehral mo-
¢ pument, on the top of Mount Libanus, by a perfon
¢ who had been fent thither by a celebrated fociety, on
< purpofe to feek for fuch things ; and at his retum made
¢ me a prefent of it, as the molft valuable acquifition he
¢ had made, out of gratitude for my having helped him
¢ to thejob. Obferve this canker, fir,! Much as it has
“ been rubbed off in the carriage, the depth and colour
€ of it fhow, that it muft have been fome thoufands of
¢ years in gathering. What the occafion of fetting it’
¢ up was, fome particular circumftances direét to a con-
¢ jeGture fufficiently probable. You fee this hole, which
¢ the canker has eaten almoft through the copper, with
¢ this ftroke turning up over it. Tais certainly is the
¢ remains of the figure of a lion, as is plain from thefe
€ two tufts in the middle, and at the end of the ftroke,
¢ which muft have been the tail of it. Now, as a lion
¢ was the émblem of Judah, it cannot be doubted but
¢ fome great perfonage of that tribemuft have been buried
¢ where this ¢mblem was fet up—a circumitance, that fo
¢ clearly proves the antiquity of coatgof arms, that I do
¢ not know how to think of parting with it, asit affords
< fuch an illuffition to a treatife I am at this fime en-
# gaged in writing on that fublime and difficult fubject.®
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»—¢ Not part with it " replied the antiquarian, return«
ing it carefully into the box, and then cramming thebox
into his bofom. ¢ You muft get it firft, my good friend,
¢ to part with. Hal ha! hal a very pretty jeft, truly;
¢ you offer a thing to fale, and fet a price upon it, and
¢ then you cannot part with it! a very pretty jeft, truly !
¢ Here is your money, both for the manufeript and the
¢ fragment ; and when you meet with any other fuch pre-
€ cious remains of antiquity, I fhall be obliged to you
¢ to let me have the preferences Nobody will'give you a
¢ better price.’—Saying this, he reached my mafter a
bank-note, widich he took withan air of diffatisfaction ;
and while he was telling out change, ¢ You do as you
¢ pleafe with me, fir,” faid he, ¢ this time; but the next
¢ I fhall be more upon my guard. T am glad, however,
¢ that it gaes into {o noble a colletion as your’s, where
€ it will have juftice done to its merit,’—¢ Aye, fir!” an-
fivered the antiquarian, with a fmile of {elf-complacency.
¢ T have been at fome pzins, and expence too, to make
¢ a colledtion ; and have the fatisfaction to think, that,
¢ whenever I die, it will make as good a figure in a fale
¢ catalogue as that of moft of my contemporaries. T
¢ fhall leave proofs behind me, that I have not fpent my
¢ life in vain, What would I not give to hear the cha-
¢ radter which an able auttioneer will give of me, upon
¢ opening the falet T wifh my good friend Puff may out-
¢ live me, to have the job, There is no man {ets forth
¢ the merit of any thing in fuch happy terms. He has
€ words at will, as they fay. What a high opinion will
¢ he raife of my learning, talte, and judgment ! But that’s
¢ right—You faid you wanted this fragment, for a par-
¢ ticular occafion : T am by no means averfe to obliging
¢ you. You are welcome to quote it, as in my COUEC‘-‘
€ tion, fuppofe in this, or fome fuch'manner, ¢ asappears,

¢ (proving what you ltave advanced before)<bya moftva-
¢ Juable, and rare antique fragment (or whatever elfeyof’
¢ fhall cafl it) in the moft curious, or caltly, or i
“ mable, or noble, or perhaps «l thefe, colleClion of

¢ my, late moft learned, and judidious, and hxdcfe_lt‘i‘g:s(lfn p
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¢ and munificent friend,” © or whateverother'titles of the |
¢ kind your judgment and regard fhall di&tate to you.'—
¢ I am much obliged to you for the favour,’ retumed my
~matfter, fcarce able toreftrain his laughter, ¢ and-fhall be
¢ fure toavail myfelf of it, at the proper time, as alfo to
¢ do it in a manner, which, however fhort it may fall of
¢ your merit, will yet teftify my high and refpectful
¢ fenfe of it."—Saying this, he gave him the change of
his note, among which I was, and fent him away happy.
: CHAP. XLI. :

A modeft method of [eeking fame. Chryfals maffer con-
firms bimfelf in bis refolution to gratify an uncommon ciri=
ofity, by @ great example.  The judicions and learnedmans
ner in which be claffed and entered bis new acquifitionss
Curious remark on the value of books.  He goes to an auc-.
tion, where he makes an extraordinary purchafe. Chry-
Jfal changes bis ferice for that of the auctioneer. Speci-
men and effeéts of bis new mafter's eloquence, learning, and
Judgment. i

MAN’S fpending his life and fortune, in buying up

books of learning, and obfcure remains of antiqui-
ty, only to make a great fale after his death, was a ne-
thod of feeking fame more modeft than I had hitherto
‘met among mankind. As foon asmy new mafter reached
home, he went direétly into his mufzum, and takmg9ut
his rare purchafes, fared at them for fome time in a kind
of ftupid delight, till no longer able to contain it, ¢ What
¢ an opinion,’ faid he, ¢ will the world have of me, when
¢ all thefe come to be fhown for fale? I hope my worthy
¢ friend Puff will live todo me juftice ! What if I fhould
¢ beg of him to give me a fpecimen of the manner in
¢ which he will fet them out > He cannot refufe me that -
¢ gratification, in return for all the money he has taken
¢ from me, efpecially as I have told him, that I defign
¢ he fhall have the job. It has the fan&tion of one of
¢ the greateft names in antiquity to®upport it. ~ Cicero,
¢ the great Cigero, defired his friend, the hiftogian, to let
¢ him know what he intended to fay of him ; and need 1
¢ hefitate to follow his “txample? Whatever has the au-

— ¢ thegity
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¢ thority o antiquity muft be right; and, therefore, I
< will go to him direétly about it,—But, hold! I muft
s enter thefe articles in my catalogue firft.’—Then taking
down an huge folio, richly bound, and isfcribed Cata-
logue, on the back and fides, in capitals of gold, he fat
down to infert this valuable addition to his treafure, and
‘opening the book with great deliberation, ¢ What are the
¢ heads,” faid he, ¢ under which they are to be claffed ?
¢ Let me fee! Antiques! No! that is for my coins, and
¢ bufts, and urns. What is the next ? Ancient manu-
< feripts and fragments! Aye! thefe are they. Let me
¢ confider, now, what are the titles 1> ——Then laying
the fore~ﬁnge¥ of his right hand upon the tip of his nofe,
fupporting his chin with his thumb, fhutting his eyes,
and leaning back in his chair, on the arm of which he
refted his elbow, ¢ How unlucky it was,’ refumed he,
after a long paufe, ¢ that he did not tell their names!
¢ I was athamed to afk him direétly, though I did as
¢ much, if he had minded me. But, can’t I make them
€ out, from what he faid ? A very antique manufcript—
€Nol that will not do. Antique is for works of art ;
€ ancient is the word here.—4 wery ancient manufeript
€ aoritten by Thomas & Becket in the fecond century, and
¢ found in bis tomb, at the refloration, proving that Fofeph
€ of Arimatheawas an Englifb bifbop.—Yes! Thatisit.
¢ And then for the fragment—a very ancient—no, an-
€ tique. Antique is the word for fragments, “they are
 made by art—4 «ery antique fragment torn from a mo-
€ nyment on Mount Libanus, proving that [ome great per=
¢ fon wwas buried there ; and that @ lion was the arms of
« Yudab.—Aye! thefe will do! I knew I could make
¢ them out. This is juft the fubffance of what he faid,
< but in fewer and better words. Titles fhould be fhort
€ and pithy. Multumin parwo—Much in a little com-
S pafs. Let me alone for hitting off 2 ftriking t.xtle.’ I
¢ have not been ‘an Sntiquarian fo long for nothing.™—
Then conping them over twice or thrice, tp try how they

funded, he entered them in his cataloge, and utting
the book back into its place, fat abwn to contemp ate his
(O own

Vor. Il : 4



58 © . THE ADVENTURES 4 i
own confequence in the Jearned world, But, fublimeas
this enjoyment was, his.indefatigable induftry would not
pennit him tg indulge it long. ¢ Hah{® faid he, ftart=
ing, as upon f{udden recollection, ¢ that's right! Ihe(%lﬁ‘ |
¢ of thofe Chinefe ¢chara&ers, brought over in the laftfleet,
¢ comes on about this very time. It was quite out of my,
¢ head ; and I would not have miffed them on any ac-
€ count, They'llmakea capital article ; for the Chinefe
¢ tafte is coming into {uch great vogue, tha: T {uppofe
¢ we fhall foon learn their language; though I fhould be
¢ forry to fee that too; as it would leffen the value of my
¢ Chinefe books ; for books are now valued the more
¢ for not being underftood, as I know by experience,
¢ having laid out many a pound in the purchafe, of fuch
¢ as I underftood no more of than if they were Chjnefes
¢ But let thofe who know no other uft of books-but to
¢ read them buy only fuch as they can read; I colleét
¢ mine-for another purpofe, and a noble colledtion I will
¢ have, let it coft me what it will: I care not whether I
¢ die worth a groat befide : the fame of that is fortune
¢ enough for me.”

_Puritiant to this noble refolution, he went direétly ta
the fale, where he was fo charmed with the autioneer’s
learning and eloquence, that he out-bade every body, and
carried off in triumph the curious, the rare, the ineli:xl}lh
ble key intoall the myfterious, the profound, the fublime:
wifdom of that prince of all philofophers, lcgiﬂator§,
and hierarchs, the divine Con—fut—fee, and all his
learned and judicious difciples and commentators, the
Chinefe charadters, in paying for which, I changed his
fervice for that of the autioneer.

" My new mafter proceeded, for the remainder of the faley
to difplay his abilitiesin the fame extraordinary manner';
giving circumflantial accounts of things he knew nothing
of ; and befowing the moft extravagent prailes for excel-
lencies of his awn invention, often inconfiltent with each

* other, and wi&:w the fubjet to which they were ignorant=
ly attributed, with a sonfidence that bore down doubts |
and gained implicic creddt with the gaping crowd, ip de-

o fidnce
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fiance to :&afon, and their very fenfes, till heled them ori
by little and little to pay the price of fuch an imaginary
value. But this will be beft explained by an inftance
that happened juft after I came into bis pojleffion. The
fale of that day confifted nominally of the colletion of a
¢heelemonger lately deceafed, who' had been an eminent
antiquarian and wvirtuofo. I fay nominally; becaufe,

' theugh the whole went under his name, fearce the tenth
part of it had ever been his, the reft being made up from
every quarter by my mafter. Among the rare, curious,
and coftly articles exhibited on this occafion; was a vefiel
of Porcelaine, of an uncommon fhape, ornamented with
feveral odd #nd uncouth reprefentations of animals, and
fome fingers not unlike the charaers of a language.

¢ Gentlemen,” faid my matfter, as foonas this was pro-
duced, ¢ you here ke one of the rareft, and moft valua-
¢ ble remains of -antiquity, ever brought into Europe.
¢ This bere fuperb vafe was the identical cup out of which
¢ the fublime emperors of China for numberlels ages
¢ drank the confecrated wine, on the day of their coro-
¢ nation. It was found, gentlemen, among the treafures
¢ of the great Mogul, by Thomas Couli Can, when he
¢ dethroned that there prince, out of a wreck of, whofe
¢ fpoils, when ‘they were loft in pafling the river of the
¢ Indies, it was faved by a Chinefe Nabob, from whom
£ it was afterwards taken, together with his erown, by
¢ that there heaven born general, who made thofe effemi-
¢ nate and daftardly Indians tremble at the name of an
¢ Englifiman, and given by him as a precious token of
¢ his efteem to the deceafed, his very learned and curious
¢ fiiend.  This, gentlemen, is in few words the whole,
¢ full, and true account of this fere ineftimable curiofity,
€ every word of which canbe proved by unqueftionableau-
& thority. As for the vafe itfelf, excluﬁve_ of all this, its
¢ own merits give it fufficient value, Obferve thefe bere
¢ figures, gentlem@; they are Egyptian hieroglyphics de-
¢ noting the duties of a fovereign, whicl thofe wile man-
€ darine® always take care to inftruét their emperors m.
¢ This kere lion, for inftancepfignifics that he muit be |

Yor. IiI Os R 0
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¢ courageous and valiant : this fox, thathe muft bewife ;
‘ and fo on. But the moft extraordinary thing of all,
¢ gentlemen, is thefe fere charadters. They are a talif-
€ man, or chiirm; invented by Mahomet to protect ‘the
* owner of this cup from the influence of evil fpirits. T
¢ do not prefume, gentlemen, to ftand up for the virtue
€ of fuch things. The notion of fpirits, I am fenfible, |
€ is much exploded ; and the religion of Mahomet cried
* down among us ; but fill, gentlemen, without enter-
¢ ing into thefe Azre nice points, weall know thathe was
¢ a great man, and Lwved a long while ago, which is fuf-
¢ ficient to make any thing that was his of great value
¢ to men of learning, who are above prejudice in thefe
¢ matters. But, befides all this, thefe bere chara&eﬁ.
¢ are of the greateft importance, on another account; as
¢ they prove beyond difpute, thut the true method of writ-
¢ Ing tg’ leayned languages was awithout accents, not one
€ appearing, as you {ee, gentlemen, in the moft original
¢ and authentic relic of ancient learning, and fo put an
€ end to that zbere controverfy, that has fo long puzzled
¢ the world. It were prefumption in me, gentlemen, to
€ attempt putting a value on a thing that is invaluable-
¢ I will, therefore, fet it up at what you pleafe, as you
¢ are thebeft judges.  This only I willmakebold to fays
¢ that the beft judge of all will have it, as he will give
€ moft for it ; for too much it is impoffible to give.’

So juft an account, and fuch judicious praife, could not
fail of effet. The virtuofi .round him, fatisfied that
what he faid muft be tiue, becaufe {poken with confi-
dence, and above, their comprehenfion, vied with each
other for the poffeflion of fo ineftimable a treafure, tll
they raifed it to an height, at which they themfelves were
Aurprifed, as foon as the fpirit of bidding began to cooly
and they had time to reflect.

CHAP, XLII.

An unfavory account f¢: bim fhort in bis barangué.
He turns off théjeft awith another, and accounts learnedly
Jor what bas bappened. ., The real caufe, and confequence
of that accident. Reflections on auctioneering, and ihe
saufes of its fuccefss CHAP,

=
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THIS' as the time for which he always referved the

4 higheft flights of his eloquence, to raife that fpirit
again. Reluming, therefore, his harangue, ¢ You paufe,
¢ gentlemen,” faid he, ¢ only to confider Iow much far-
¢ ther you may rife with fafety ; foy it is impoffible that
¢ perfons of your profound tafte and judgment fhould dif=
¢ guace them fo much, as to let fuch a jewel go foramere
¢ trifle. Do not take my word, gentlemen, forits value.
¢ I may be miftaken, but you cannot. Examine it, there-
¢ fore, yourfelves. Obferve the beauty of thefe fere -
¢ known Bigures : read thefe unintelligible chara8lers §
¢ and fmell the aromatic odour which the vafe fill re-
¢ tains, and Sver will retain, from the quinteffences ofall
¢ the fpices of the Indies, whichufed to be mixed with
¢ the confecrated wine. The perfume is almoft enough
¢ to revive the dead.’ !

Saying this, he went to fmell it himfelf, to lead the
way to the reft, and putting the mouth of it to his nofe,
without taking off the cover, that the fragrance fhould
fiot evaporate, as he raifed his hand, a fiream, Lh:ft
émitted a favour far from aromatic, gufhed out into kis
face, and filled his mouth, as well as. nofe, with fome-
thing more fubftantial than perfume. _ It is impofiible to
defcribe his fituation, at fich a difgraceful accident.—
Surprife, fhame, and loathing aggravated cach other; and
threw him into fuch coufufion, as once in his life depriv-
ed him of utterance for fome moments. As foon as he
had emptied his mouth, and wiped his fage, ¢ Villain,’
fputterd he, to his fervant, ¢ how has th,s.l}appened A
¢ Whom have you let play me this bafe, malicious, low-
¢ Jived trick »—¢ S—S—Sir,’ anfivered the fellow_, as
well as his ftruggle to fupprefs his Jaughter permitted
him to fpeak, ¢ I know nothing of the matter, I never
¢ left any one a moment alone among the things, but
< them there ladies, who I told you fent meout for a glafs
¢ of ratafia, the otfer morning, and hew could T ,have
¢ fufpeQgd their doing fuch a thing ?'—e* Rataf;ah!_ xe-
plied my mafter, who had by this time recovered ] '[: ;x.‘
furance, and kuew the beft way'to tuil oft one jeft by

YioL. IlL : o another,
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another, & Gin, you fhould fay ; for, if I can judge by tafte
¢ and {mell, that is their liquor. I fuppole they did it
€ on purpofe t» revenge their fex upon Mahomet, for tak-
¢ ing away their foul§ (I wifh he had alfo taken away the
< filthinefs of their difpofitions) by defiling fo celebrated
¢ a monument of his learning and kill, in this nafty man-~
¢ per, Hal ha! ha t® . )

The oddity of fuch a thought naturally made the com-
pany join in hislaugh; but could not fo far wipe off the
difgrace which the defiled vafe had fuffered, as to make
any more be offered for it, fo that it was forced to be
&nocked dowy to the laft bidder, at not muéh: more than |
if it had been made of gold, at which the purchafer and
my mafter were equally mortified, though for different
and with very unequal reafons. As for the caufe of this
misfortune, it-was really what the fervant faid. One of
the ladies who came to view the curiofities having certain
prefling occafions, feigned a pretence to fend him out ;
and in the mean time made fuch ufe of this vafe, being
the firft conveniency that came to her hand, as over-
powered the {cent of fome fpices, which had been putinto
it for the purpofe. It was fortunate for my mafter, t!ﬂ_!t,
this was the laft article in the fale of that day, as a [pi-
rit of ridicule could not be favourable to his bufinefs.—
As foon as the company were “gone, he fettled his ac-
counts, and {fumming up the profits, ¢ Why thisis pretty
¢ well I° faid he, rubbing his hands, and fhrugging up hfs
fhoulders, ¢ this does pretty well | Though, if thatdamn'd
¢ accident had nor happened,’ turning up his nofe, and
{pitting . with loathing, ¢ it would have been much
¢ better. The fools were in the humour, and wa{ﬁﬂI
¢ only to be kept up. However, I have not much right
€ to.complain upon the whole. That there Jordan coft .
¢ me five fhillings, and I have fold it for fifty pounds.
€ Much good may the judicious bu?ér make of his bar-
¢ gain. Thisgjs the happinefs of a man’s having hig
¢ tongue well hung, A mealy mouth will never dq for
€ my bufinefs; whichafter allis the beft going. Imight
€ have ftood freezing belfind a counter this month, and S"t

¢ maae
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¢ made half this much, in the way of fair trade, as it is

¢ called, people have their fenfes about them, and ftand
¢ toexamine before they buy, but any trumpery will go
¢ off in this way.’ ;

¥ have obferved your aftonifhment at the eafinefs with
which my mafter fucceeded in fuch grofs impofition ; but
the reafon of it is obvious. All mankind have an am-
bition of diftinguifhing themfelves, one way or another 5
and generally choofe that, in which they have the leaft
qualifications to entitle them to fuccefs, in order to hide
their own deficiency. The coward, for inftancs, affeéts
valour ; the “blockhead knowledge’; and the illiterate
tradefman, who liasmade a fortune by plodding on in fome
illiberal"bufinefs, tafte and judgment in the abftrufeft pur-
fuits of learned curiofity, in which, as there is no fixed
Tule to judge by, caprice takes the direction, and opens
an ample field for impofition. As tothe bufinefsof auc-
tioneering in general, it owes the greater partof that fuc-
cefs, with which my mafter was lo well pleafed, to ano-
ther caufe—the defire of buying: bargains, which governs
every one who buys any thing, makes people crowd to
thofe places, where things are to be fold, notas m the re-
gular courfe of trade, for what they appear to be worth,
but for the moft that can be got for them ; and there emu-
lation, dependence on each other’s judgment, ‘tho]e. peo-
¢ ple know what they are doing, and would not bid fo
¢ much, if it was not worth more,” and the oratory _of the
auétioneer leads them by infenfible advances, as their {pi-
rits rife, to give prices, which they never meant to give,
when they began to bid. That great bargainsare often
got at fuch places is true, but that is chiefly in a particu-
far branch of the bufinefs, the myftery of which will be

explained to you.

i ACHAP. XLITY. o v i 2z
Cheyfal’s mafter8s wifited by a_connoiffeurs 2o voeom
g’.’”".‘i&baﬂ re/cx‘ezft how 1o make kis pictures Jell; and
makes fome [iriking remarks, on the difregard people l;/bzrw
Jar their families, wvbich fends iob' wifitor awway in & Mu_{;
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Y mafter was interrupted in his pleaﬁig medits-
tions, by the entrance of a gentleman, the fightof
whom promifed him the greateft pi"eafure of carrying the |
fubjet of theg into execution. ~After fome judiciousre- |
marks on the tafte 9f the town, and the prefent’ﬂagcof
«virtu, in the courfe of which each liberally complimenied
the other, ¢ Pray, fir,” faid the gentleman, ¢ how o
¢ pictures fell this feafon 2°—¢ Never better, fir,’ anfwers
ed my mafter, ¢ Pictures are every body’s money, now,
¢ A good mafter brings any thing ; and what is more,
¢ I am convinced they willrife fill higher, fo thatbuyers
¢ have no time to lofe, T have a fale next week, when
¢ you will fee fuch prizes as will aftonifh ‘you. There
¢ are fome things there, that T know you will have, let
¢ them coft what they will, they fuit your fine colleétion
¢ {o exadtly.’—¢ Why as to that,’ replied the gentleman,
¢ my mind is a good deal changed. I havetakenitinto
¢ my head lately to part with my pictures, and have
¢ therefore called upon you to defire that you will come
¢ in the morning, and let me know what you think they
¢ are worth,"—¢ Worth, fir! they are wortha greatd&il
¢ of money ; which there is not the leaft danger but they
¢ will bring, it they are managed properly, Thereis
¢ more, fir, in the management of a fale, much more than
¢ moft people dream of, I aflure you,’—¢ I zm fenfibls
€ of that, fir; and alfo of your abilities in fuch manage-
¢ ment, which you will have the beft encouragement to
¢ exert on this occafion, as I propofe felling the whole
¢ to you together, if we can agree,’ i
This turn came fo unexpeéted that it ftruck my maﬂe!.
quite down in the mouth, as he was fenfible that hg had
over-fhot himfelf, and fpoiled his market by faying fo
-much. ¢ Itis very unlucky, fir,’ anfwered he, changing
his note direétly, ¢ that,I did not know your intention
¢ fooner. I could then have divided them properly among
€ the feveral fales of the feafon ; but'%t is now quite to0
¢ late ; this berg one next week is the laft ; and, the cata-.
€ logues for that are all made out, and difperfed, {o that
¢ there is no poflibility- of flifping in a fingle articles
S < ¢ Beldzsy
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¢ Befides, tlte buyers have laid out all their money.’~—
¢ Slipping in, ﬁ}ij{ I do not underftand you. Do not
¢ you think my pictares are fufficient, bothin pumber and
¢ value, to make a {ale by themfelves? I am fure, I have
¢ morz thau once known you make aoife enough about
¢ colletions in no refpet equal to mine, There' muft
¢ be fome myftery in this, which I cannot comprehend.*
¢ —< Very true, fir, there are: myfteries, as you obferye,
¢ in all bufineffes ; and perhaps in none more than ours.*
¢ —I am not inquiring into your myfteries. All I de-
¢ fire to know is, why, after juft telling me that pictures
¢ never bore [ high a price as at this fime, and that mine
¢ could not fail of bringing a great deal of money, you
¢ fhouid (o foon change your opinion.’—
¢ Pardon me, fir, I havenot changed my opinion in the
“leaft ; and fhall be very proud to ferve you to the beft
£ of my abilities, in the wayof a fale; butthereisa ma-
¢ terial reafon, why I muft beg to be excufed in buying
¢ them, to ftand the hazard of it myfelf.’—¢ Ifhould be
¢ glad to know what that reafon can be, for I muft own
¢ 1 cannot conceive it.’—¢ Why, fir, it is a thing to be
¢ fure that may feem odd to you; but experience has
€ taught us the truth of it. - In fhort, fir, it is your be-
€ ing alive.'—¢ How | my being alive! Whatdifference
¢ can my life or death make in the value of my pictures 2*
£ —A very great one, fir, Iaflureyou. Inall the courfe
¢ of my bufinefs, I never knew one inftance of a fale’s
¢ going off well, where the owner was living. People
¢ conclude thata perfon parts with pictures either through
¢ diflike, or neceflity. The former, you know, depre-
¢ ciates them at once ; nor does the other much lefs ; as
¢ people of fafhion defpife aman, and every thing belong-
/€ ing to him, the moment it is known that he is in dif-
¢ tres.  Befides, an auctioneer’s tongueis tied up from
¢ faying any thing gfa perfon’s tafte, and judgment, and
< all that, while he is living, it founds fo fulfome ; and
¢ you are &nfible that a good charaéter of the collector
€ often goes a great way in helpipg off a colle¢tion."—

¢ Thf beft thing, then, for a mag to do on fuch an E:;:-



s R
166 THE ADVENTURES
¢ fion, I prefume, would be to fhoot himfelf'through tlg
¢ head ! Heh?'—¢ Ha! ha! ha! You are pleafed tajeff; |
€ fir ; but to be fure it would be of gizat advantage, Cu.
¢ riofity brings all the world upon thofe occafions, and
¢ then 2 mail has an opportunity of {aying fo many things,
¢ as that the deceafed would not take ten times fo much,
€ if he were living ; or, that the high price he gaye for
€ it caufed the diftrefs that made him kill himfelf; ora
§ thoufand other ftviking things of the kind. T never
¢ have fo much pleafure as upon thofe accafions, they give
¢ 3 man {uch room to thow himfelf, Indeed, if gentle-
¢ men confidered the thing in time, more of them waould
¢ take this method of delivering themfelvgs and their fa-
¢ 'milies both from diftrefs, and not defer it cill all is goney
¢ and the furvivors can make nothing by their death j but |
¢ few people take any care for their families now o'days,
& It isa bold pufh, fo be fure; though not fo bad as a
¢ man’s fhooting himf:lf to win a ‘wager, neither, 1
¢ fhould beg your pardon, fir, for fpeaking fo freely, but
¢ as I know it is not your cale, you cannot take offence;
¢ though, even if I thought it was, I would not prefuryle
¢ to recommend fucha thing, for the world. Eyery perion
€ is to judge for himfelf. T anly give you my: opinjont
¢ what effeét it would have.’—¢ I underfrand you yery
¢ well, fir,” anlwered the gentlemen, who had- much dﬂ‘—.
ficulty to hear himout, ¢ and in return for your opi=
 nion will give you my advice, which is, to confider bets
¢ ter whom you [peak to in this jufolent manner another
¢ time, for fear of receiving fuch chaftifement, as conteinpt
¢ alone prevents my giving you this moment.—On fay=

ing which words he turned about, and left the room.

CHAP. XLIV.- :
Chryfal's mafler receives an agreeable [ummons. Hisen-
comiums on the generofity of merchants, and account of the
away many of them acquire reputation for taffe and  judgment:
He meets the merchant, who ca;zilg; bim on a difereit
branch of bis bufinefs from that which he expeed. Chiyfal’s
mafter, in ordbr toencourage bis cuffomer, gives large ac-
count of bis owwn abiities, and opens fome ¢urions /?LTF,’[-; .;"
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©




i O A GUINEA 167
bis bufinefs. A bargain is firuck, to the mutual fatisfaction
- of buth parties 5 and Chryfal changes bis fervice for that of
the merchant. .
'\ ELL as my mafter was accuftomed to rebukes,
there was fomething iny the nature of this which
difconcerted him fo much, that he had not power to make
the gentleman any reply. But he was foon relieved from
the trepidation into which it threw himy by a meflage
! from an eminent merchant, to meet him direétly at a
neighbouring tavem. ¢ Aye,’ faid he, adjufting his wig
at the glafs, and putting on hiscloak, ¢ thisis the thing?
¢ There is foie difference between treating with a good
¢ fubftantial citizen, who will mind what .a man {ays,
¢ and your people of fathion, who fly intoa rage, forfooth,
¢ if they can’t have their own way, in every thing. No
¥ people part with their money fo freely as merchants,
! They don’t fland higgling, and criticizing like the
¥ others. All they requite s, to be afked a good price,
“and then they think a thing muft be good of courfe.
¢ Many a time have T got five times more from a mer=
® chant, than I dared to have afked froma duke. I fup=
¢ pofe he wants to (jow his tafte next week at the fale
tand has fent forme, to tell him which are the beft pieces,
® and how much he may bid for them. He isnot the firft
£ citizen whom my inftru&ions have made pafs for a man
® of tafte and judgment. I love fuch pupils, they pay fo
¢ well for their learning ; and that more ways than one
¥ for they buy what no body eife would bid for ;i€ is only
¢ flipping a puffer or two of quality at them, enough
¢ of whom come fharking to every (ale for that purpofe
¢ only, and they may be raifed to any price. No people
part with their money like merchants.”

When he came to the tavern, he found the merchant
‘Waiting for him. After the compliments cominon upon
fuch occafions were $lolitely interchanged, ©1 defired to

fee you,” faid’ the merchant, pl;‘oceedxqg to bufinefs,
though nbt without evident confufion, ©on an affair,
© that will convinee you of my cofidence in your abilities

¢ and, homour, Trade, as you ki, has been fo t‘ic‘giotil (;ot‘
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¢ fome time pafty that there is no getring :‘ a penny of
* money, without tearing people to pieces. Now, asI
¢ had rather fuffer fomething myfelf, than opprefs any
¢ honeft man, till he can bring hjs affairs about, I fhould
¢ be glad to difpofe of fome parcels of goods, even under
¢ their value, to raife money for prefent occafions, that
¢ is, provided it can be done in fuch a manner, as not to
¢ be known, as fuch a thing might injure a man’s credit.”
¢ Dear fir,” anfwered my mafter, whofe heart leaped with
joys at the mention of fuch an affair, ¢ never fear that;
< I'll engage to manage it o, thatif every one who knows
€ you were to watch, they’d never even fufpet the leaft
# of the matter. There is nothing eafier, flor more com-
¢ mon in the way of bufinefs ; and it luckily happens, that
¢ T have the fineft opportunity, at this very time, that
¢ ever I had in my life. I have a large fale under a com-
¢ miffion, the very week after next, into which I' can hedge
¢ a thoufand or two, with the greateft eafe and fafety.
¢ Affignees never take notice of fuch things. We under-
¢ ftand one another better than that. Many a worthy man
¢ have I enabled to hold his head aboye water, foryears,
¢ by this method. To be fure, it muft have an end fome
¢ time ; but then a man ftands in fortune’s way for a lucky
¢ hit, you know ; and not only that, but alfo makes fure
¢ of fo much good living, in the mean time, and can be 1o
¢ worfe at the laft : and then, when all comes to all, and
¢ there muft be a blozv-up, it gives him an opportunity
¢ of fecuring fomething againft a rainy day, as the fay-
¢ ing is.<As for its being difcovered, there are ways
¢ enough to prevent that. It is but entering them as foldy
~ ¢ and I'll find a buyer, that fhall never be heard more of.
¢ Lord, fir, if it was not for things of thiskind, our bufi=
¢ nefs would be nothing to what it is. Halfthe falesyou
¢ [ee every day in the papers are madeup in this manner.’
—¢ Well, fir,” replied the merchant, who had liftened t
him with attention, and f{eemed griitly affeéted at lome
part of what R&e faid, ¢ I prefumc you underftand your
¢ bufinefs, and as I have no doubt of your honour, I fhall
¢ leave the whole entirely to your management. Here is
¢ éan
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¢ an accojgnt of the particulars which I want to difpofe of
¢ at this time. They are in a private warehoufe, whither |
¢ T have had them conveyed, to be ready for the purpofe,
¢ of which this is the key; and here is a bill of fale,
¢ which I will execute direétly, as I havean occafion for
¢ two thoufand pounds this very evening. You fee there
¢ is value, more than fufficient for double that fum, as
¢ you will bea better judge when you fee the goods, but
¢ the reft can ftand forward till they are difpofed of, and
¢ the account made up.’—¢ Really, fir, I fhould be ex~
€ tremely glad to ferve you, but I fear, I have not fo
¢ much cafh by me. However, if you pleafe, I'll go with
¢ you; and Mook at the goods; and then I'll ftep home,
¢ and try what I can do.’

Accordingly, away they went together to the ware-
houfe ; where my maf;er being fatisfied with the value of
the goods, left the merchant, and hied him home direétly
with a joyful heart for the money. ¢ So!” faid he, to
himfelf, as he went along, ¢ I thought what things
¢ would come to, in the end! His coach, and country-
¢ houfe! his wife’s routes; and his own kept miftrefs
¢ have made quick work with him. I believe fuch men
¢ muft imagine the reft of the world to be blind, or they
* would never go on at fuch a rate. I fiippofe he's pre-
¢ paring for a place in the gazette to moriow, or nextdays
¢ But that is no affair of mine. I'll take care to make a
¢ fafe bargain for myfelf; and let him look to the reft. I
€ am not to fwear for him. Of all the bufinefs in our
¢ way, I like this the beft. A man can make up what
¢ account he pleafes, without dangerof its being difputed
¢ with him. All here is fiug and fecure. If I could but
¢ get jobs enough of this kind, I'dlet who would chaffer
¢ for toys and daubings with people of quality, who often
¢ out-fharp us, in {pite of all our experience.

By this time he reached home, where he {oon madeup
the money, with@he help of that and the former day’s
fale, without hefitating a moment at its not being his
own, afld taking with him proper perfons to atteft his bar=
gain, and new locks to make fixe of ity retufned to the

ym__ IIL. P o merchant,:
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meychant, with whom he foon concluded every thing,
without feruple or delay on either fide, and then paying
him on the fpot, in bank-notes and cafh (among the lat-
ter of which I was) fent him away, as well fatisfied, a8
‘he himfelf ftaid behind.

: CHAP. XLV. !

Motive of Chryful’s neww mafter for making fuch a bay-
Bain, awith the many and great advantages a merchant may
make of being in the Houfe. A [bort fketch of an électiony
The curious methods which Chryfal’s mafter took, to evade
the laws againft bribery. Helakes offence at the unreafon-
able prefumption of his .conflituents, and refoives io make
the moft of the bargain ke has bought from them, awbich by
u fingular piece of management he propofes to make cheaper
than they think. ~ Chryfal changes bis fervice for that of
the idol of an inn. The conjequences of eleHioneering. Some
~account of Chryfal’s wezo miftrefs. He quits ber fervice for
@ curious purpefe. An expedient to prevent the fale of poifon
Jor mind and body. Ghryfal again changes bis [ervice.
‘VHEN a man has fixed his mind upon gaining a

“particular end, he flights any inconveniencies
which may attend the means. Though my new malter
‘was (enfible of the lofs he muft fuffer by his bargain, the
profpect of accomplifhing the purpole for which he made
it prevented its giving him any concern, As foon as he
got home, he gave orders to have his equipage made ready
for a journey into the country, early next morning, and
¢hen retiring into his clofet, for a few moments, before
he went tobed, ¢ At length,’ faid he, with a loqk of 181.f~
congtatulation, ¢ I fhall compafs, what I have fo long fet
® my heart upon. What an advantage it is for a mer-
¢ chant to be in the Houfe! I can laugh at bailiffs and
¢ bankruptcies for five years at Jeaft; and in the mean
¢ time I fhall have a thoufand opportunities of making
¢ my fortune, by puthing boldly in Ve alley, now that
® all fears of the immediate confequences are over, or get-
¥ ting beneficial contraéts with. the government, or at
¢ Jeaft fome genteel andprofitable employment under it-

*\A merchant may mak¢ ‘many advantages of beingh in
(3 t €
k
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¢ the Honfe! Confound that prating fellow ! I was once
¢ afraid that he fioaked my defign, he came fo near fome
¢ unlacky circumftances ; but it was above his cut. All
¢ his [chemes are common, and low-lived. This of mine
¢ is a mafter-ftroke. It is playing deep, to be ﬁ.'\re! Fif-
¢ teen hundred for my feat ; andpwhat with other ex-
¢ pences, and the lofs upon this night’s work, as much
¢ more. It is playing damn’d deep. But it is too late to
¢ think of that now. I have {ported many a thoufand up~
ona worfe chance in my time. At any rate, I can
¢ laugh at bailiffs and bankruptcies for five years at leatt.
¢ Whatanadvantage it istoa merchant to be in the Houfet>

Saying tfis, he went to bed, where the advantages of
being in the Houfe fill ran fo ftrongly in his head, that
he dreamed of nothing all night, but bullying creditors,
and cringing to minifters ; doing jobs, and getting con
tratts, places, and penfions. )

In purfuance of his fcheme, hg fet out next morning;
with a {plendid retinue, for the borough he had i view,
where he managed matters with fuch judgment and gene-
rofity, keeping the whole town drunk from the moment
he arrived, according to the policy which permits a can-
didate to deprive his electors of t}l:eir {enfes, in order ta
enable them to judge the better of his legiflative abilities,
that he was elefted in preference toa gentleman, the
munificence of whofe family had for many generations

* been the chief fupport of the place, and who himfelf fpent
his ample fortune in hofpitality and beneficence in it, but
difdained to buy the votes of a venal crew, on this occa=
fion. As fuch'a competitor naturally had every man of
worth and honour in his intereft, it had been neceffary for
my mafter to proceed with the utmoft care and circum-
{petion, Accordingly, inftead of dire@tly giving his
voters money, he lent them the prices ftipulated, on the
fecurity of their notes of haad, payable in a certain time,
an expedient, in which he had a further view, than barely
evading the laws gainft fucl praclices. ;
_ Every thing being concluded, he waspreparing “’1‘-“"‘
part in trjumph, when his conftituents waited, upen him
You, IIL, Bal—= n
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in formm, with cerfain inftrutions, for executin(g the truft
they had thus repofed in him. Though he looked upon
this as fuch a bare-faced piece of infolence, that hefcarce
knew how to bear it, yet, as he had not yet taken his
feat, he received theirrcommands with the politeft humi-
lity, and promifed the moft faithful obedience to them.
But they were no fooner out of his fight, than he changed
his note. ¢ Impudent, unreafonable fcoundrels !’ faid
he to himfelf, giving vent to his indignation, as he walked
backward and forward in the room, ¢ to talk of having
¢ repofed your truft in me, and pretend to give me in-
¢ ftructions! I have bought you ; and Twill /6!l you to the
* beft bidder, if he were the devil; and a bad bargain he
¢ will have of you, if he buys you as dear as I have.—
¢ Though I have a ftroke in my head, to bring myfelf
¢ home, that you little think of. Thofe notes of hand,
¢ which you thought I took only to evade the law, fhall
¢ be paid to the laft farthing, if I am not chofen for no-
¢ thing, next eletion. You fhall find you kave no fool
¢ to deal with.’

Juit as he faid this, he received notice that his coa‘ch
was ready, and the Jandlord’s daughter coming to w‘xﬂl
him a good journey, he faluted her politely, and flipping
a couple of guineas (one of which I was) into her hand)
to buy a ribbon, left the houfe like a manof honour. I
have not entered particularly into the circumftances of
electioneering. They are too grofs to give pleafure; and
too well known to require repetition even to you. The
effetts, I mean immediately in the place, were fuch as
reafon may fuggelt to you. The electors, inftead of
making any advantage of the price for which they thus
had literally fold their confciences, liberties, and proper-
ties, continued to wallow in drunkennefs, till every penny
of it was fpent, after which it was fo long before they
could fettle rightly to work again, that it required 2
year’s hard labour and ftarving to repair what they qu-
fered by this botit of excefs and idlenefs. My new mil-
trefs was what is not unjuftly called the idol of an inn.
Endowed by nature with prettinefs enough to entitle ‘i‘oﬂ'

| =
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to flatter, and fufficient pertnefs to make her a coguctte,
on her return from a boardimg-fchool, where her natural
talents were {o well improved by education, that fhe was
thought fit to try her fortune in the world, fhe took her
place in the bar, and flirted away with every gentleman
that came to the houfe, in hopes of taking m fome one
of the number for marriage, as others in her way had
done. The firft paffion of the female heart is for finery,
to the gratification of which girls feldom fail to apply all
the money in their power, But though my miftrefs was
very far from being infenfible to this paflion, another
fcaree lefs powerful with the fex took place of it at this
time, whigh was curiofity. - F

" A young officer, who had lately been quartered in the
houfe, 2nd made warm addreffes to her, had faid fo many
fine things in praife of a certain book, called Memoirs
of a Lady of Pleafure, that fhe refolvedto fee it, and for
that purpofe applied at a circulating library in the town,
the keeper of which told her, it was fo fzarce and valu-
able a book, that he could not poffibly procure it for her
under a guinea, High as this price was, fhe would have
found means to raife it, fo ftrong was her curiofity, had
not the hurry of the eleétion, which juft then came on,
taken up all her time. But every obitacle was now re-
moved, and the very evening I came into her poficlion,
fhe muffled her(elf up in one of the maid’s cloaks, and
went for it as foon as it was dark, when I was the pur-
chafe of this extraordinary bargain. 2

I fee you are fhocked at the difhonefty and w_;vnckedn_e.fa
of my new malter for hiring out at fuch a price, or -
deed at any price at all, a book, whofe obvious defign
(and which it is too well calculated to accomplifh) is to
fupplant every principle of virtue in the youthful mind,
But the blame refts not folely upon him, The excufe,
;vll;ich the poet puts into the mouth Zf thetagzth::;l‘)';:’
elling poifon, th@, ¢ his poverty, but not bis <VIe CO%-
‘ﬁ:;gt Al ma;' with equal mce be allegged in paléxatlx‘on
of a podr bookfeller’s vending impious or immoral o:l <
the poifon of the mind. For this reafon, 3,""‘;}*’“ vg |

You. IIL, P2 i



374 THE ADVENTURES L 3
however fevere, may be fufficient to combat that neeel-
fity, the moft effeCtual way to prevent the vending of
either poifon would be to prohibit all thofe, whofe poverty
might fubject them to fich temptation, from trading in
books or drugs of any kind ; as it is moft certain, that
if there were neither poor apothecaries, nor poor book-
fellers, the fale of both vicious books, and noxious drugs,
would be much lefs extenfive than it is, if it could not
be totally fupprefled ; there being very few of the human
fpecies fo entirely given up to a reprobate fenfe, as to-
murder either the foul orbody of a fellow creature, merely
for the pleafure of doing it. "

It may be judged that I did not remain long in the
fervice of this mafter. The next morning after I' came
| into his poffeffion, he came to London, where he laid out
| all the money he had in the purchafe of a parcel of fuch
| books as he thought moft likely to fuit the tafte of his
. cuftomers, without regard either to virtue or religion,
. on which occafion I changed his fervice for that of his .
book eller.

CHAP. XLVI. ks

Account of Chryfal’s nexw mafer, bis heroic fpirits and
vefolution to pufb for a penfion or a pillory. Meeting te-
taween bim and o poet, who turns the tables upon bim- A
curious methad of forming a judgment of @ work of gems.
Chryfal’s mafler is beaten out of all bis art, and for once
bought @ baok by quality, not quantity. The value of an
author’s name.” Chryfal changes bis fervice. S

Y new mafter was one of thofe afpiring: geniufes
whom defperate circumftances drive to pufh at:

| every thing, and court confequences, the bare apprehen-
fien of which terrifies men, who have fome charaéter an
fortune to lofe, out of their fenfes. He was that evening
to meet at a tavern an author, the boldnefs and beauty of
whofe writings had for fome time engafed the publicat-
tention in a partwular manner, and made his nuperous
admirers tizmble for his fafety. Ashe happened to out-
ay his time, my maftel’s importance took offence ata
freedom, which he thoughit fo mush out of char;t?

g
|2 ¢ This




: 'y OF A GUINEA,. X175
¢ This is very pretty, truly !* faid he, walking backward
and forward in a chafe, ¢that I fhould wait an hour for an
¢ author. It was his bufinefs to have been here firft, and
¢ waited for me ; but he is fo puffed up of late, that he
¢ has quite forgot himfelf. Bookfelfers feldom meet with
€ fuch infolence from authors. I fhould ferve him right,
* to goaway and difappoint him. But would not that dif=
¢ appoint myfelfmore ! He is come into fuch voguelately,
¢ that the beft man in the trade would be glad to get

"¢him. Well! if hie does not do what I want, I know
¢ not who can! Fools may be- frigheed at the thoughts
¢ of a cart’s¥ail, ora pillory, I know better things.
€ Where they come in a popular caufe, nothing fets a
¢ man’s name up to {uch advantage; ahd that is the firft
¢ ftep toward making a fortune ; as for the danger, itis
fonly a mere bug-bear, while the mob is on my fide.
¢ And, therefore, I will go on without fear, if I am

¢ not bought off. A penfion or a pillory is the word.’—
Thele heroic meditations were interrupted by the en-
terance of the author, who throwing himflf carercflly
into a chair, ¢ I believe I have made you wait,” faid he,
¢ but T could not help it. I was obliged to ftay to kick
< 2 puppy of a printer, who had been impertinent : as I
“am to meet company diretly, fo let me hear what
¢ you have to fay.'—¢1I thought, fir,’ anfwered my
mafter, with an air of offended importance, ¢ you had
¢ appointed me to meet you here on bufinefs, and bufi-
¢ nefs, you know, cannot be hurried over {o foon.’—
¢ Don’t mention bufinefs tome! I hate the very name of
¢ it; and as toany that can poffibly be between you and
¢ me, it may be done in five minutes, as well as five years:
¢ {o [peak diretly, and without further preamble, to'rall
¢ your fineffes could have no effect upon me, even ll I
¢ would fubmit to let you try them.’—* Fineffes, fir! T
¢ don’t know whatyou mean ! I defy the world to chargre‘

€ me with having ever been guilty of an§. The bu{me s

¢ T defiréd to meet you upon, was abou aW":shic:?

¢ informed you had ready for ¢he prefs, an®@wh
¢ thguld be glad to treat with you for.—* Well, 'fu; ;::14
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“¢ what will you give me for it > Bequick ; for, I canno!
¢ wait"to make many words.’—¢ What! befdre I have
¢ feen it! Itisimpoffible for me to fay, till T havelooked
¢ it over, and can judge what it is, and how much itwill
¢ make I’—¢ As to your judging what itis, that muft de-
¢ pend upon infpiratiors, which I imagine you will fearcely
< make pretence, to, till you turn methodift a leaft; but
¢ for what it will make, here it is; and you may judge
¢ of that, while I go down ftairs for a few mmutes.’
Saying which he gave him a handful of loofe papers, and
left the room.

The firft thing my mafter did, when left thus to form
his judgment of a work of genius, was toumumber the
pages, and then the lines in a page or two, by the time
he had done which' the author returned, and taking the
papers out of his hand, ¢ Well, fir,” {aid he, “and what
< is the refult of your judgment ’—¢ Why really, fir,’
anfwered my mafter, after fome panfe, ¢ I hardly know
¢ what to fay. I have caf? off the copy, and donot think it
¢ will make more than a fhilling, however pompouﬂy
¢ printed.’—¢ What you think it will make is not the
€ matter, but what you will give me for it. I fell my
¢ works by the quality, not the quantity.’—¢ I do not
¢ doubt the qualiry of them in the leaft ; but confidering
¢ how much the trade is over-ftocked at prefent, and what
< a mere drug poetry has long been, Iam a good deal 2¢
¢ a lofs what to offer, as I fhould be unwilling to give
< you or any gentleman offence, by feeming to undeiva
< lue your works. What do you think of five guineas;
€T do not imagine that more can be given for o little;
¢ nor indeed fhould T be fond of giving even that, but
€ in compliment to you. I have had full twice as much
¢ for two, many a time,’—¢ Much good may your bar-
¢ gain do you, fir; but I will not take lefs than _ﬁfty for-
€ mine in compliment to you, orany bookfeller alive ; and.
€ f fir, I defire to know without morg words (for Etold: .
¢ you before that your eloquence would be thrown away:
¢ upon me) wifether you will give that ; as I2am in
¢ hafte to o to company, much more agreeable to me

; s - ¢ than
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¢ than youl’s."—¢ What, fir ! fifty guineas for fear five
¢ hundred lines ! Such a thing was never heard of in the
¢ trade.’—¢ Confound your trade, and you togetherl
¢ Here waiter ! what isto pay ¥—¢ But, dear fir, ! why
¢ will you be in fucha hurry ? Can%ou not give yourfeif
€ and me time to confider a little? Perhaps we might
¢ come nearer to each other !'—¢ I haye told you before,
¢ and T repeat it again, that I will have fo much; and
¢ that without more words.'—¢ You are very perempta-
€1y, fir; but you know your own value ; and therefore,
€ in hopes you wili let me have more for my money next
¢ time, I willventure to give you your price now ; though
¢ really, if it was not for your zame, I could not poffibly
“doit; but to be fure that is wortlt a fhilling extraor-
inary T own.”
¢ Which is twelve-pence more than your’s ever will be,
¢ unles tothe ordinary of newgate. But, come, give me
¢ the money! I want to go to my company.’—¢ Well,
€ fir! this is a hafty bargain ; but I take it upon your
¢ word; and don’t doubt but there is merit in it, to.an-
¢ fwer fucha price. Satire, fir | keen fatire, and fo plain
¢ that he who runs may read, as the fayingis, is the thing
‘now o' days. Wehere there is any doubt or difficulty
¢ in the application, it takes off the pleafure from the ge-
¢ nerality of readers, who will fcarce be fatistied with
¢ lefs than the very name. That, fir, is your great merit.
¢ Satire muft be perfonal, or it will never do.’—¢ Per~
¢ fonal 1 'that mine never fhall be. Vices, not perfons,
“are the objefts of my fatire, though where I find the
¢ former, I never {pare the latter, be the rank and cha-
¢ rater in life what it will.’ 1 -
My mafter had by this time counted out his money
(among which I was) which the author took without
telling over, and then went to his company, leaving the

’bookfeller fearcely ymore pleafed with his bargain, than

mortified at the cavaliertreatment he had met in making x‘t.
° CHAP. XLVII. ° :

Some account of the company & aubich Chrgal :bomu_

Mﬁ:r avent, His bebawiour to,a young females Wm:;‘

5
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cofled him in bis way bome. . He takes ber to a tavernfor
Qan unsommon p jey, ‘avhere ke treats ber unconlmonly, and
goes home with ker from as uncommon a motive.  Account
of what be faw in ber babitation withthe manner inawbich

. ke bebawed there.  Hs takes another lodging for the <whole
family, where be leawes them abruptly, to fave bimfelf and
them trouble. il
THE company to which my new mafter was in fuch

hafte to go, confifted of a few perfons, whom 2
fimilavity of temper had linked in the clofeft intimacy.—
With thefe he {pent the remainder of the evening, ina
manrer which few would diflike, though fewer il could
approve it ; the fpirited wit and liveline(s of their conver-
fation gilding the groffeft debaucheries; at the fame time
that the rectitude and fublimity of their fentiments, when-
ever their hearts could find opportunity to f%eak; made
the vices of their praétice ftill more horrible by the con-
traft. They broke not up, as it may be imagined, tilk
nature funk under their exceffes, when my mafter, as he
ftaggered home, was accofted by a female, who had fome-
thing in her air and manner fo different from thofe out-
cafts of humanity, who offer themfelves to cafual profti=
tution in the ftreets, that his curiofity was ftruck, and
fie ftopped  to take more particular notice of her. She:
appeared to be about fifteen. - Her figure was elegant 5
and her features regular ; but wanthad ficklied over their
beauty ; and all the horrors of defpair gloomed tl_er"Sh-
the languid fmile fhe forced, -when fhe addrefled him.
The figh of diftre(s which never ftruck his ear without
affe@ing his heart, came with double force from fuchan
obje&t. He viewed her with filent compaflion for fome
moments ; and reaching her a piece of gold, bade her go
home, and fhelter herfelf from the inclemencies of the
night, at {o late an hour, Her furprife and joy at fuch
unexpected charity overpowered her. She dropped upon
her knees,. in the wet and dirt of the ftreet, and railing
her hands and eyes towards heaven, remainedin that pol=
ture for fome méments, unable to give utterangs to the
gratitude that filled her heart. : She

(% o
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Such a fight was more expreffive than all the powers
of cloquence. He raifed her tenderly from the ground,
and foothing her with words of comfort, offered to con=
duét her to fome place, where fhe myight get that refrefhs
| ment of which fhe appeared to be in too great want.
¢ Oh, fir,” faid fhe, preffing the hand that had raifed
her with her cold trembling lips, ¢ my deliverer fent
¢ from heaven to fave me from defpair, let me not think
€ of taking refrethment myfelf, till I have firft procured
S it for thofe, whole greater wants I feel ten thoufand
€ times more feverely than my own.’—¢ Who can they
¢ be? interﬁlpted he, with anxious impatience. ¢ Can
¢ humanity feel greater /wants than thofe under which
¥ you are finking —¢ My father,’ exclaimed fhe, burft-
ng into tears, ¢ languifhing under infirmities, acquired
€in the fervice of his country; my mother worn out
¢ with attending on him, and both perifhing of want,
¢ (heaven grant they arenotalready dead!) together with
< two infant brothers, infenfible of the cauft of their dif=
¢ trefs, and erying to them for a morfel of bread, which
€it is not in their power to give!™—¢ Where can fuch
2 {cene of wretchednefs be hidden from relief? T will
€ go with you diredtly: but ftop; let us firlt procure
¥ fome comfortable nourifhment from fome of the houlfes
* which are kept open at this late hour for a very dxﬂ'f.r—
€ ent purpofe. Come with me, we have no time to lofe.”
With thefe words, he went direétly to a tavein, and
inquiring what viGtuals were dreffed in the houfe, loaded
her with as much as fhe could carry of the beft, and
putting a couple of bottles of wine in his own pocket,
walked with her to her habitation, which was in a blind
alley, happily for her not very far diftant, as weaknefs
together with the confliét of pafiions fruggling in her
heart, made her fcarce able to go. .
When they cam®to the door, fhe would have gone up
firlt for a light, but he was refolved to gecompany hers

that he might fee the whole fcene imits genuine colours.
of the houfe,

He, therefore, followed her up td the top 1
whese openin’g the «ioor of ti& gartet, fhe dn("covezzd

it
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184 . THE ADVENTURES :
:_»FATIGU-ED in mind and body, from the deb
_ the evening before, and the height to which histen-
dereft paffions had been wound up by fuch a moving feene,
my malter went diretly home, and throwing himfelf on
a bed, flept till nextemorning, without difturbance from:
pain ot refle€tion. The contradidtions which I'had feen |
in his charaéter prompted my curiofity to take thisop- |
portunity of looking back to his paft life, to try if m
the occurrences of that I could trace their caufe.  Born
 in the middle rank of life, his parents were induced by |
the dawnings of uncommon genius, which: he difcovered
in his earlieft youth, to give him fuch” an gducation as; -
might enable him to make that figure in fome of the
learned profeffions,for which paternal fondnefs flattered -
- them, that nature had defigned him.  But, however -
greatly he profited by his education, the end propofed by
it was far from being pleafing to his inclinations, which -
the vigour of his mindand body turned to more adtive.
fcenes. . For this reafon, when  he was to: quit the'pur-_
fuits of general learning for thofe of fome particular pro--
feffion, his ardour cooled, and he entirely loft that {pirit
of emulative ambition, which alone can enable a panto -
arrive at eminence. Such a falling-off could not efcape
the-anxious -obfervation of his friends, but as it wasnot
in théir power either to remedy it, or gratify his inclina- o
~ tion in any other way, all they could do, was, to enter.
" him into the fervice'of réligion, a profeffion in which,
though « the greateft abilities and application of the hu-'
man mind are evidently and indifpenfibly neceffary, yet,
by the perverfion of man, the leaft are required. .
" " You fegm fhocked at the feverity of this remark; but.
2 moment’s. reflection will open to you the reafon. upon
2 which it is founded. In every other profeffion, fuccefs
depends upon an opinion of that knowledge, which'is
|+ called merit in it, becaufe mankind e the neceflity of
fuch merit to attain the objeét of the profeffion. But in
the church, the &fe is quite different. Every man thinks |
‘that he knews enough of religion to ferve his own turn, -
| and therefore gives himfelf no trouble about the know-
L = ; | e el
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236° THE ADVENTURES e
ver, (hogving him my mafter, whom they had dragged
abng with them. e s o B SR
4 - ¢ Who I anfwered the methodift, affeting all the fur- |
'prife of innocence, and determined to deny what he
i thought could not be proved, ¢ heaven forbid that I |
i ¢ fhould ufe any fellow ©hriftian ill. I engage not in fuch |
¢ broils. My warfare is with the fpirit.'—* And fome-
8 © times with the flefh, too, I bélieve, doctor !’ interrupted
i the adtor. < Nay, itis invain to deny it! Do you know
) © thefe breeches, doftarz ? ¢ Breeches 1” exclaimed be,
i farting up in rea) afiright, and fumbling underhis bolfer,
# ¢ Oh they are gone ! they are gone! I am robbed, ruined,
¢ and undone!’—¢ No, doftor ; they are not gohe, as yo
€ fee! but the queftion is, how they came under the young
S € woman’s bed’s-head, where this gentleman received this .
i< abufe,’—¢ Let him anfiver that ©° replied the methodift, -
lWinever at a lofs for an impudent lie. ¢ Let him aniwer
€ that! all I know of the matter is this + being difturbed
< inmy reft, I then knew not, but now plainly perceive by
Wi < what caufe, Iarole to pry, as is my coftom, when hear-
ing fomebody go {oftly out of the room, I watched,-as
" wasmy duty, to prevent any evil, and following thefoot-
{
1
!
1

fteps into another.chamber, caught a manin the very falt
of attempting the virtue of {ome female, who lay there;
upon which, expoftulating with him upon the heinoul-
1€ nels of [uch a crime, he flew at me fo furioufly that T
¢ could fearce defend. mylelf from him, and if in the fray
i’ he received any hurt, he muft charge it to himflf, as
1€ he was the aggreffor: but this is not the whole ; I now
perceive, that T was. difturbed out of my fleep by his -
i ttcaling my breeches from under my head, which heac-
4 cordingly took with him into the room of that damfel,
"»and therefore T demand™ juftice againft him for the at-

[ EEmpt, as well as for any lofs T may have fuffered.’™—
QSRY ing this he took his breeches out of the aétor’s hand,
12nd Lediching the poclets, « It is too frue !’ continued
ihe, enathing his setll; and wringing his hands, in a
5?“15“& agony. ¢ It is too true! I am ruined and undone:
Iﬁl\' 2m robbid of. all the money which I had qolle&c;%? in
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of the fame extravagance that had' diffipated his own for-
tune®{oon diffipating her’s alfo, ~ - It may be imagined

®that T did not remain long in the poffeffion of fuch a
mafter.. HEolt me the next evening after his maniage,

' on a bet that he could repeat the Lord’s Prayer, which |
he laid on purpof to,lofe, in order to prove how entirely
he had got rid of the prejudices of education,

P - CHAP. LXIII. o !
_ Chryfal makes [ome refiections, wot Iikely to be much re-
garded. 'His mafter pays a love-wifit 6 a young lady,

- ravbofe. father interpofes unpolitely, and makes fome out-of-
the-avay objeltions.  Chryfal’s mafer bits upon a fchems
Jor getting over them. He propofes marriage on ceriain
termss <wbich are agreed to, and the day fixed at a little
diftance. -

HAVE, on former occafions, given you a fufficient '
| defeription how people of fathion fjjend their time in
- gaming houfes, where, though every meeting produces '

Tew misfortunes to fome of the company, ther(;’ is fucha .

famene(s in the manner, as will not bear repetition, and

muft cloy any creature not abfolutely under infatuation,
 or obliged to make a trade of it for bread, as neither of

. which was the cafe of my new mafter, he left the'com-
pany early, to purfue pleafures move in his own tafte.

' In noinltance are the contradi®ions in human condu&
1o ftrongly fhewn, as in that of man to woman. He
who would lofe liis life rather than violate'the firicteit
principles of honour or honefty (as théy are abfurdly difs,

~ tinguithed from each other) in his intércourfe with ano-
ther man, not only fcruples not to {tudy deceit,and prac<
tice the blackeft and' bafeft villanies againft woman, but
will evenglory in the fuccefs of them, when accomplifhed,
without fliewing remoryz in himfelf, or meeting reproof
from others, Tle reafon of this is generally faid to be |

" ‘man’s partiality to his own cau,?'e, which, as he has the
power of judging ip his hands, whethgr by ulurpation or
vight it matters notymakes him pardon in others the
crime he would ke glad to commit him(elf. But, with-
sut exculpating him in Lthe leaft, woman bears a heavy

¥ J {kare
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258 __THE ADVENTURES el
¢ hufband. Poffeflion—~abfolite poffeflion of the whole,”
=0 Ah hufband! Good God ¥ how can that be? -~ Are 1
<'you not already married ¥—¢ True, my deareft lifet
< But, as that marriage is a fecret, if it can be kept fo, |
¢ it will be no obftacle; You-fhall remain, s youare,
¢ the wife of my loveg and I will be only the hufbandof
¢ her fortune.’—¢ How you men, whofe minds a
¢ ftronger, take pleafure in.playing with the weaknef:
¢ woman! The very mention of luch a thing even in
¢ (for it is impoffible you can be ferious) ftrikesme with
¢ horror.’—¢ In jeft! T am ferious upon my honour and
¢ expeft your immediate compliance, as a proof of your
¢ duty and affeftion.’—¢ And can you mertion honour
¢ in the fame breath with fich a bale propofal 2 What
< profanation of the word ' But, whether you are feti=
< ous, or not, I muft be foon' {uch an cccafion; and
¢ therefore T declare that Enever will facrifice both ho-
¢ nour.and confcience, by giving what you are plealed o,
¢ call a proof of duty and affection, but what would re« -
¢ ally prove that I had neither.’—¢ This romantic piity
e child, much as you think it becomes you, is all thrown
" Saway. Iam determined ; and you muft {ubmit. .But !
¢ let me tell you, that'on the manner of that fubmiffion
# depends your future welfare. If you comply properly
~ ©with my propofal, ¢l will make a fertlement upon yoiy &
¢ that fhall exceed any expetations you_could n;lmra'nf ‘
¢ have had in life, and remain your hufband in every thing
| ©but the empty name.. Butif you atrempt making the
< Jeaft oppofition tomy will,, T caft you off trom this nio==
¢ ment to begeary and fhame; nor {hall any late repents ¢
¢ ance ever bring me to receive you again; o, confider
¢ the confequence, before you rafhly run upon your rin 3
4 I fhall expe your fival refolution to-morrow.'— For
< that you need not wait a moment. I fear no confequence
¢ that can attend my doing what is right.  The duty
¢ obedience I have dfulfilled in its utmoft extent, by -
¢ muring myfelf thug and forfeiting my good name 0
¢ keep your fecrét ; but while my confcience witneffed
| “for the purity of my heart, I regarded not the prefent
i ; e é cenfue
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design, as sne had his, and he Ieft her o languish ou -
the rest of herlife in worse than widowhood, and repent
. of the folly of attempting to attach: herself to a-man
who she knew had betrayed others of the sex.

As for my master, thisdetection made him desperate.
He threw off every appearance of resard even to com- |
mon decency, whicl he thought could no longer be of
‘use to him, and determined to bear down scandal, by 4
glorying in his vices; in the performance of which gal~ -
lant resolution he gave me to a stage dancer, who gave

me fo an helf-pay officer, who gave me to'a Jew. -
CHAP. IXV. .

Chrysal comes into the possession of a pawn-broker, by
whom ke 1s given to the author. A most unhappg =
stance of human infirmity. - The conclusion. 5 ;
I DID not remain long m the possession of the Jew: he

passed me off to a pawn-broker, i the purchase of
old cloaths, which he was going to carry abroad.—Strange §
were the scenes, and unespected the faces, which I saw
i this place, where every necessary utensil of life, eve
ornamentof luxury; was deposited, asin a place of secu- " |
Tity, by their respective owners: but your own experi- ||
ence makes any particular description of this place, or ||
1ts manifold mysterious trade, unnecessary to you. ‘

The misfortune of my size (which had been continu~
ally lessening ever since the depredations committed an
me by young Aminadab) kept me a prisoner here till
Saturday night, when my master always puts off his light
com, just before he shuts shop, to the poor people,

| Whose' necessity requiring an immediate supply for
the support of life, cannot wait o return it on Monday,
and so must even bear the loss.—Such a person did he
think you, and accordingly he gaveme to you: but the
Znoment I came ifto your possessicn, and found that -
Jou were the chosen'of ten thousZnd, the first-born of
#clence, whom wisdom had instructed) and art led by
the hand, through the dark labyrinths o® nature, till
the oy fugitive,. unable longer to elude your pursuit,
had Heen obliged to consent to a revelation of her most

Voo Lr, o qceult |




THE ADVENTURES
and to entrust you with-the“eommand'
“which links the animal and material
; the'moment, I say, that I perceived
and that I was the intelligence toconvey .
ou, I entered your heart with the great-
and waited impatient for the moment when
r this completion of human happiness
upon you; a pleasure that was height-

d b oble constancy you shewed, when the
ell of the hot ox-cheek, as you eame by the cook’s
op, raised that confliet between nature andknowledge,

you should purchase some of it to satisfy your

, or preserve me for this last experiment, in which

h was so gloriously triumphant. =

The auspicious moment is arrived ; nature laboursin -

hroes of mystic birth; and lo! the philosophic king
arises in all the glory of the morning. Attend to my"
yords! receive the consummation of human knowledge.
To apprehend this secret cause, youmustknow =~ *
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O doleful and deplorable event! never to bé told

‘withoutwailing ; mever to be read without tears. Just
as the spirit had-arrived at this most interesting point,
reakness, unable to suppress the impulse of in= -
~vapour, which the mention of the fatal ox-cheek *
motion in my empty bowels, by the longing it raised
n my ston:)aeh, emitted an explosion that filled theroom
- with a fetid steam! The spirit startéd at the unpardorn-
able offence tohys pfiffity, and looking at me with inef-
 fable contempt, indignation, and abhorrence, vanished
- from aht, without’deigning a word more. A
ortune was mére than I could bear ; sunk
reight, and swooned away upon the ﬁ};':"; l
! T







