

















ADVERTISEMENT.

MOST of the popular histories of England, as well as
of the American war, give an authentic accountﬂof the
desolation of Wyoming, in Pennsylvama, which took
place in 1778, by an incursion qf the Indians, The
Scenery and Incidents of the following Poem are 5071-
nected with that event. The testimonies of historians
. and travellers concur in describing the infant colony as
one of the happiest spots of human existence, for the
hospitable and innocent manners of the inhabitants, the
beauty of the country, and the luxuriant fertility of the
soil and climate. In an evil hour, the junction of Eu-
ropear with Indian arms, converted this terrestrial pa-
radise into a frightful waste. Mr. Isaac WELD in-
Jorms us, that the ruins of many of the wvillages, perfo-
rated with balls, and bearing marks of conflagration,
were still preserved by the recent inhabitants, when he

- travelled through America in 1706.












GERTRUDE
OF

WYOMING.

I..

Or Susquehana’s side, fair Wyoming !
Although the wild-flower on thy rpin’d wall
And roofless homes, a sad remembrance bring
Of what thy gentle people did befall ;

Yet thou wert once the loveliest land of all
That see the Atlantic wave their morn restore.
Sweet land! may I thy lost delights recall,
And paint thy Gertrude in her bowers of yore,

Whose heauty was the love of Pennsylvania’s shore!






And ev'ry sound of life was full of glee,

From merry mock-bird’s song, or hum of men ;
While heark’ning, fearing nought their revelry,
The wild deer arch’d his neck from glades, and then
Unhunted, sought his woods and wilderness again.

¢

IvV.

* And scarce had Wyoming of war.or crime
Heard, but in transatlantic story rung,
For here the exile met from ev'ry clime,
And spoke in friendship ev’ry distant tongue :
Men from the blood of warring Europe sprung,
Were but divided by the running brook ;
And happy where no Rhenish trumpet sung,
.On plains no sieging mine’s volcano shook, [hook.
The blue-ey’d German chang’d his sword to pruning-
BS
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.
Nor far some Andalusian saraband
Would sound to many a native roundelay—
Bu't who is he that yet a dearer land
Remembers, over hills and far away ;
Green Albyn !! what though he no more survey
Thy ships at anchor on the quiet shore,
Thy pellochs® rolling from the mountain bay,
Thy lone sepulchral cairn upon the moor,
‘And distant isles that hear the loud Corbrechtan

roar!?

VI.
Alas! poor Caledonia’s mount(;iineer,
That want’s stern edict e’er, and feudal grief,
Had forc’d him from a home he lov'd so dear !
Yet found he here a home, and glad relief,

1 Scotland. 2 The Gaelic appellation for the porpoise.
3 The great whirlpool of the Western Hebrides,
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No form with which the soul may sympathise ?
Young, innocent, on whose swe‘:at forehead mild
The parted ringlet shone in simplest guise,

An inmate in the home of Albert smil’d,

Or blest his noonday walk—she was his only child.

X.

The rose of England bloom’d on Gertrude’s cheek—
What though these shades had seen her birth, her sire
A Briton’s independence taught to seek

Far western worlds ; and there his household fire
The light of social love did long inspire,

And many a halcyon day he liv’d to see

Unbroken, but by one misfortune dire,

When fate had reft his mutual heart—but she
Was gone—and Gertrude climb’d a widow’d father’s

knee,
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XI.

A lov’d bequest',—and I may half impart—

To them that feel the strong paternal tie,

How like a new existence to his heart

Uprose that living flow’r beneath his eye,

Dear as she was, from cherub infancy,

From hours when she would round his garden play;
To time when as the rip’ning years went by,

Her lovely mind could culture well repay,

And more engaging grew, from pleasing day to day.

XII.

I may not paint those thousand infant charms ;
(Unconscious fascination, undesign’d !)
The orison repeated in his arms,

For God to bless her sire and all mankind ;
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