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Berorz we proceed to Woodford witli 
lord Clairville, or anticipate his intended 
visit there, it may be as well to proceed with 
Webster and his party into *** court. The 
bride: and bridegroom, of course, took the 

lead. As the former was to be their pilot. 

Tom wished to have taken his father’s arm, 

but he objected to the proposal—he was 
as able to walk as he was; he was not fond 

of such finikin doings; he hated to see 

men lounging arm in arm. A woman 
வட I. B might  
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might require support, but he desired he 
would learn to walk without assistance. 

டம பவி not, pexhaps, inh, 

Ms an கண்னு srect they d Ox 
ford-street, till they reached Hanover- 

square, where, notwithstanding it was with 
“the utmost difficulty the bride kept her 
husband upon his legs, he did retain his 
senses sufficiently to know his way, and pro- 
mised to take them avery short cut through 

Soho; and as he was the only one of the 

party who had any idea of where they 

were, admitting it had been daylight, they 
all trusted implicitly to his judgment ; and 

he certainly did reach his own door about 
two o’clock in the morning. ் 

Mr Bolton, senior, who had beensittingup’ 

for them, observed that they had made it ra- 

ther late. Upon glancing hiseyes over the 

farmer, he pérceived that he had rolledafew 

timesin the dirt as they came along, but had 

fortunately been able to recover his feet 
before he lost sight of his guide. Thomas 
not having followed them in, he remained _ 

for 
4, ் 
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for some seconds with the street-door in- 
his hand, and then called out, “ What is 
become of Mr. Thomas?” ; 

By this time, Mrs. Bolton was the only 
person who could answer his question ; 

and she_ supposed he could not be far be- 

hind, as she had seen him not a quarter of 
an hour since ; but having placed her now 
almost séngeless nisin | in a large arm- 

chair, and led her father to a sofa, which 

was also in the room, and upon which he 

very cordially stretched himself at full- 
length, she returned with her father-in-law 

into the street, and repeatedly called the’ 
absentee ; but no Thomas answered; and 

the watchman declared only one lady and 
two gentlemen had passed his box. Both 

she and the elder Bolton, therefore, began 

to be very seriously alarmed; and she conld 

not give him the slightest clue to. enable 
him to-trace the wanderer, as she did not 

know which way they had come. He 

therefore desired she would ga and take 

care of her father and husband, ‘while he 

௦8 : sallied
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sallied forth, and made inquiries of all the 
watchmen in the vicinity; but no one ap- 
peared’ to have seen the lost sheep; and 

having, at last, lost all tracesof them, though 

he had taken the direct road to Portman- 

square, he thought it-best to return home. 

Thomas had not, however, made his ap- 

pearance ad interim he ‘therefore -con- 

cluded that he had been carried to some 

watch-house, im consequence of his not 

being able to-give any account of himself; 

he therefore visited. those belonging to the 

two parishes they must have passed through; - 

still he could learn no tidings of him he 
sought. At four o’clock, ~he therefore 

again returned home, resolving not to re- 

new hissearch till daylight, or till his son 

was able to give him some likely clue ; 
theugh he thought it very probable, that 

when the latter-did recover his senses, he 

would not recollect which way he shad 

come yand Mrs.Bolton only knew that they 

were all together in some square. 

In this state of unpleasant suspense did 

they



MATRIMONY. (இ 

they remain till eight e’clock, when the: 
younger Bolton awoke; but he knew no 

more which way they had come than Mr. 
Webster did, who still remained buried in 

a profound sleep. 

Having, however, changed his dress, and 

hastily swallowed a few cups of very strong. 

tea, he accompanied his father in search of 

the future nabob, and éven. proceeded with 

him into Portman-square, where they ques- 

tioned the porter; but he-could give them 

no information respecting the sapient Tho- 

mas; nor could they learn any tidings re- 

- specting him, : notwithstanding they in- 

quired of every likely ee and at every: 

likely place. 

fe farmer was awake when they. re- 
turned, and had learnt from his daughter 

whither they had gone, in consequence of 

Thomas not having yet made his appear- 
ance. He acknowledged that he was so 

drunk, he did not recollect having even 

seen the boy, after they left Portman- 
square ; but, as he had a tongue in his head, 

Bg he  
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he would surely find his way home wher 

he grew sober. What was the most pro- 
voking, he had promised-to be in Finsbu- 

ry-square before eleven, and he wished to 
have taken the foolish whelp with him, 

since he did not know what excuse to . 
make for leaving him. Behind—he had 
certainly never slept in the street. 

““ This was very unlikely,” Mr. Bolton, 

senior, observed; “as the watchmen would © 

have found him, had he fallen down, and. 

conveyed him to some place of security; 

and as he was not at any watch-house he 
had visited, he thought he must have found 
a lodging elsewhere,” promising to renew 
his search immediately after breakfast. 

But during their meal, just'as the clock 
was striking ten, to their great joy, Thomas 
walked into the shop, in company with a 

. shabby-looking fellow, who, having waited 
till the first welcomes were over, presented 
the farmer with a bill, in answer to his in- 
quiry—‘* Where did you find my son?” 

Of course he cast his eyes. over the scrawl 
which  
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which had been given him, and-saw that 

the sum total amounted to one penne eight 
shillings and sixpence.> 

© What doesall this mean 2”’ he daa 

ed, looking “first at the man and then at 

Thomas, who was literally covered with 
dirt. 

it was all a take-in, and that he had been 

drageed into a honse, very much against 
his will, and when he awoke, he had found 

all his money gone, and even his best silk 
handkerchief. 

The elder Bolton, who was a shrewd, 

lively man of his age, and perfectly ac- 

quainted with the town, gave the farmer a 

wink, while he thus addressed the stranger : 

“Pray, friend, where do you live?” 

“ind eourt,**% sineetSolo.”’ 
-“ And pray what profession do you fol- 

low?” 

“I keepa eganiehancat 

“So I supposed; and your door hap ap 

pened to be open at two o'clock in the 

BA morning ; - 

Thomas burst into tears, declaring that —
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morning; you must be very obliging, to 

sit up so late to accommodate your lodgers.” 

The old man had, however, this. time 

met with his match, as this shabby fellow 

was far more knowing. than be was,.and a 

thorough-bred rogue into the bargain, who 

would not have changed countenance even 

at the bar of the Old Bailey. | 
“I did not come here to be catechized 

_ by yon, Mr, Tooth-drawer; 1. have my bread 

to. get as well as you; and.J.am ready to 

swear to the charge I have made. That 

. young chap was found lying in. the street 

by two of my lodgers, who, out of huma-. 

nity, picked him up, and brought him home; 

in return for which, and he could not have 

done less, when. he came to his senses, he 

ordered supper, and that billis a very just 

one.” 

_ “Let me see,”’ resumed Bolten; “two 

bottles of: wine, twelve shillings; ham, 

oysters, and lodging. ' Then you also keep | 

a tavern, I suppose?” 

No, sir; 1 only keep a lodging-house. 
I procure
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} procure what. my lodgers want, and make 

a reasonable charge for my trouble.’ 

_. Very reasonable, I agree; and pray, 

Mr. Thomas, what sum may you have lost 

besides your handkerchief?” 
. “A matter of six pounds four shillings, ‘ 

sir; andit was a mercy I gave the bill my: 
lord gave me to my father, else that 

would have gone too. This money was 

not all my" own, as I brought some of it up 

to buy some silk handkerchiefs for two of 

our men.’ 

Webster: flew. ce a violent passion. 

* Six pounds and more! and pray, Mr, 
Lodging- டட க்க is. “my: son ’s mo- 
ney! 522: 

*« Pray answer Mr, Webster’ 5 question? a 

said Bolton, - 
* As for money, he had none about him 

when he-was brought into my house, since 

his pockets were turned inside out ; there- 

fore, I suppose he had.beemknocked down: 

and robbed.” ; 

se And yet,” said Bolton, “you ventured: 

BOD to
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to provide him and the ladies with a sup- 
per, at the risk of never being paid. Now, 

pray, Mr. Thomas, have yow any recollec- 

tion of what passed after you were housed, 
or before?” 

«I know, sir, that I fell down more than 

once, and at last I remember that some- 

body picked me up, and dragged me into 

a house, that they told ‘me was vour’s; but’ 

as forthe supper, J am sure J never order- 

ed-any ; but they certainly forced me to 

drink some wine; and when J woke this 

morning, I was surprised to find I was not 

here, but in a. nasty dark room, where ] 

could hardly see my hand; so] first thought 
of my money, and that was all gone; and 
when I asked: where I was, the young wo- 
man told me I had been robbed in the 

‘street the over-night, and that she and ano- 

ther young. lady had found me, and had ~ 

brought me home with them; so 1 got up, 
and said I must go home immediately, be- 

cause I hee you would all be very uneasy 

about me.’ 

“ Well, well,” replied the elder Bolton, 

5 ““ we
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- we will not inquire too minutely into the 

business, at least in my shop; so here, Mr. 
I don’t know your name,” holding out two 

dollars, either take those, and go about 

your business, or accompany me into Bow- 
street ; the office there either is, or soon will 

be open—so take your choice; for, by the 
God that made me, ’tis all I will give you; 

and if you reject my offer, I will sift this 

matter to the bottom, and I do not despair, 

cunning as you are, of meeting with re- 

dress.” ் ம 

«Tl agree, sir,” said the fellow, seizing 

the money, “that the young fellow did 
not know what he was about, and I can: 

make my lodgers pay the difference,” hur- 
rying away, not relishing the proposed vi- 

sit to Bow-street: 
“A pretty kettle of fish you have made 

of it, Tom !” said Webster; ‘‘ but Iam very 

much obliged to you, my dear Mr. Bolton, 

for having settled it without going before 
those justices; since this petty freak might, 
in that case, have reached my uncle’s, if 

B 6 = Not
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not lord Clairville’s ears; and they have 
both been so kind to the good-for-nothing 
drunken young rake, I should not like to 
have had them learn how undeserving he 

is of their bounty. What a mercy I had 
the hundred pounds bank-bill! Well, of 

a bad job it might have been worse.” 

«You were all much to blame to have 

thought of walking home in the situation 
you all were,” rejoined Bolton; “you in 

particular, Charles, ought to have foreseen 

that some misfortune would probably be- 

fall you. 1 dare say lord Clairville was 
not aware you were allso tipsy.” 

Mrs. Bolton declared my lord had offered 

to send for a coach for them ; and she also 

remembered their having met several young 

women in some passages they had come 

through, who had laughed at them, and. 

called them names, . 

But asthe farmer ought, ere this, to have 

been in Finsbury-square, a coach was sent 

for ; and as Thomas could not accompany 

him, he agreed to make the best excuse he. 

could
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could far. him, without relating facts—he 
should say he had a very bad head-ach, in 
consequence of having drank more than 
he was accustomed to take; and the young 
fellow set about brushing his cloaths, that 
he might be able to attend his father to 
complete his purchases when he returned. 

As the interview between the banker and 
his nephew might not prove very interest- 
ing to our readers, we, will return to lord 

Clairville, who. resolved, in consequence 

of a concerted plan between him and his. 

grandmother, to visit Woodford this same 
morning. 

CHAP. TF. 

Mrs. Manby, who felt even more impa- 
tient than her grandson to forward the 

recovery
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‘recovery, of Miss Mildmay, left town as 
soon as she had breakfasted, leaving Mr. 
Manby to follow her in the stage, which 
he frequently made use of when she wanted 
the carriage. The moment she reached: 
home, the old lady sent to inquire how the 
fair damsel did, promising to look in upon 
Mrs. Nesbitt in the course of an hour, if 

the invalid was well enough to receive 
company. 

Mrs. Nesbitt, who had been more candid 

in her avowals to the old lady than she had 
thought proper to acknowledge to lord 
Clairville, conceived that this messaee boded 
a happy issue to her sister’s complaint, to 
whom she repeated it verbatim, and who 
readily agreed to receive her much-re- 
spected friend in her dressing-room. 

Mrs. Nesbitt chose, however, to give her 

the meeting in the hall; and the few words 
Mrs. Manby contrived to whisper in her 
ear before they ascended the stairs, greatly 

raised her spirits, since she felt persuaded 

that the certainty of being beloved by lord 

Clairville
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Clairville would alone inspire her with a 
wish to recover, as. at present she rather 
seemed to. hope that she might not; in- 
deed, her complaint had particularly af- 

fected: her spirits and disposition. 
_ She appeared much the same as when 

Mrs. Manby. had last seen her, who endea- 
voured to raise her spirits, by entering in- 
to a few concise details respecting the Web- 
sters, towards whom lord Clairville had be- 
haved with his accustomed. good humour ; 
declaring, that had © Miss Mildmay been , 
well enaugh to have joined the party, she 
would have given them a dinner at Wood- 
ford ; but, as the spring was advancing, if 
she did but take the air whenever her spi- 
Tits were equal to a drivé ora ride, and 
mixed more in society, she would be an- 
swerable for her shaking off the depression 
which now hung about. her, which solely 
arose from her having been so long con- 
fined to the honse, ~— 

Miss Mildmay agreed, that being confi- 

ned to her dressing-room was by no means 

in
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‘in her favour, but declared: herself unequal 
to any present exertion, 

« With the. fine weather your strength 
will return,” said’ Mrs. Nesbitt, ‘who pre- 

sumed Mrs, Manby had_seen lord Angus 

since his return'to town. This led to her 

entering into various details respecting his 
Spanish campaign, ‘and the truly fraternal 

affection which reigned between him and: 

her grandson; but having sat for more 

than an hour, she talked of departing. 
Miss Mildmay, who could.almost forget 

her complaints while listening to: any dis- 

course alluding to:the man upon whom she 
had so prematurely bestowed her heart, re- 
quested she would sit still; she had not seen 

her for some days, and her conversation 

always revived her spirits, 

“Then you will find me henceforth a 

Very constant visitor ; but I rather expect 

a visit from my grandson this morning: he 
told me, when we parted last night, that he 

meant, if the weather proved favourable, 

toride to Wanstead to see an invalid friend, 

| and,
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and, I dare say, he will not return to. town 

without calling to inquire whether I reach= 

ed.home in safety ; but he may not chuse | 
to alight, should he be told. Jam ont, ex- 

cept, indeed, my,servants,tell him that I 
am. here, which may induce him to wait to 

hear my report of க my young 

friend.” . dip 

Miss Mildmay’ s rising colour and faint. 
smile convinced-the old lady that she 

would-be highly gratified by the personal 

inquiries of his lordship, while she said— 

**] did net suppose that the jndisposition: 

of such an insignificant being as myself 

would ever haye been noticed by lord 

Clairville, who-has,. of late, been so little 

at Woodford, I thought he had almost for-. 

gotten every family in these environs, 

your’s excepted.” ப் 

“Upon my word, Miss ee you 

do not do my grandson justice ; his enthu= 

siastic regard for his brother (for such I 

often term it) took him down to Ports- 

mouth, where he spenta week; but he sup- 

ped
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ped with us the very evening he returned 
from thence. When I first mentioned, in 

answer to his inquiries, your indisposition, 
and though [ made verv light of it, I can 
assure you he displayed very great anxiety 
for your recovery > and he questioned me 

so particularly respecting your health, 
when he saw me yesterday, that ] even told 

hin J should place his future visitsto Wood- 

ferc as much to your account as to his re- 

gard for me and Mr. Manby.”, 
The invalid’s bloom was still more heigh- 

‘tened, while she said, “Then I am fearful 

you have drawn so flattering a likeness of 

me to his lordship, that | ought to remain 
upon more distant terms with him than — 

ever, for fear he should discover how much 

you have misled him ட your kind par- 

tiality.”’ ழ் 

At this moment her maid entered with a 

very polite message of inquiry from lord 

Clairville, who wished to see Mrs. Manby 

in fhe parlour, where he would not detain 

her more ‘than three minutes. i 

் The



மளா. 19 

The good lady, with well-affected sur- 
_ prise; rose to obey the summons, — oe 

“«T must accompany you down,” said 
_ Mrs. Nesbitt. “ Should his lordship ex- 

. press a wish to see you, Elinor, I presume 

I may ask him up stairs? “The grandson of 
such a friend ‘as sue Lh is a privi- 
leged personage.” 

“He must always be a aelwonie euest, 

sister,” faltered cut the invalid, who seem- 

ed almost gasping for breath, though she 
endeavoured to suppress her emotion ; . 

** but I dare say he will not ask to see me.” 

“ Then we shall not pay him what I con- 

sider as a mere necessary compliment,” re- 

plied Mrs. Nesbitt, following’ Mrs. Manby 
down stairs. 

Had Miss Mildmay-guessed that she was . 

indebted for this’ unexpected visit to the 

compassion of lord Clairville, excited by 

the persuasions and representations of Mrs. 

Manby, she would have put a decided 

negative upon hefsister’s proposal ; but/as 

she fancied that no one had guessed she 

~ was
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was become amartyr to feelings. she ‘had. 
indulged, till they had preyed. upon ‘both: 

her health and spirits, she saw nething to 
alarm her delicacy in this very apropos vi- 

sit. It was very matural he should: wish to® 

know how Mrs. Manby did after her jour- 
ney ; and as natural that he should inquire: 

how she did, when he alighted at her fa- 

ther’s door. Would he ask to see her? this 

she mentally inquired, asshe approached a 

looking-glass to adjust: her lace cap, which. 

she thought made her leck old, and she. 

resolved to discard such an incumbrance, 

should he talk of renewing his visits, which, 

as they had long been rather intimate, was. 

not very unlikely, The agitation of her 

spirits increased her languor, and she was 

soon obliged to resume her seat, which she 

had scarcely done ‘ere Mrs. Manby re- 

turned. - 

“My grandson was so anxious to be 

permitted to make his personal inquiries 

after your health, my dear young friend, 

that Mrs. Nesbitt has-asked him up stairs.” 

The
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“Phe invalid bowed as she sat in return for 

this speech ; she was unable to speak, and by 

way of affording her time to rally her spirits, 
Mrs. Nesbitt stepped his lordship upon the 
stairs, to shew him a very curious exotic, 
which sir Charles had lately purchased. 

At last, however, he made his appear- 

ance; and ashe met the eyes of the fair in- 

id as he advanced towards the sofa, he 

thought he had never seen her look so 

lovely. Possibly his pride was also gratifi- 

ed; when he considered that she, like 

Shakespeare’s Viola, waS a martyr to 

secret, and, as-she feared, unrequited love ; 
pity therefore modulated his voice, and 

beamed in his eyes, while he expressed his 

regret at finding her so unwell; but he 

hoped that the approach of spring would 

temove all her complaints; the present 

fashionablé hours were very inimical to 

delicate constitutions; and he feared that 

her illness arose from her having been too 

complaisant in that respect to her friends. 

To hear her iJness thus accounted for 

Dye
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by him who had occasioned it, was a. great 

relief to the agitated Elinor, who agreed 
that a life of dissipation neither suited her 

health nor her disposition + but | her evi- 

dent emotion and visible tremor were- 

such convincing proofs of his power over 
her heart, that the young peer wished he 
dared have set her mind perfectly at ease at 

once,.as he read her love: in every down- 

cast look, and in every varying line of her - 

expressive countenance ; but he dared not 
alarm her feelings, therefore merely en- - 

deayoured, by the most delicate insinua- 

tions, to convince her that he felt greatly” 

interested in her recovery, and that he had 

heen very much shocked when he Benne of 

her illness. 

Mrs. Nesbitt was sure her sister world 

do very well, ifshe would but exert herself 

rather more; but her fever seemed to have - 

fallen upon her spirits, and this rendered 

her very averse to taking even gentle ex- 

ercise ; but she hoped, with Mrs. Manby’s © 

assistance, to prevail upon her to pay- more 

attention
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attention to the advice of her. medical at- 
tendants. 

“JT shall also presume to add my en- 
treaties to those of my grandmother,” re- ” 

joined Cecil; “as I am to the full as anx- 
ious to see Miss Mildmay able to enjoy the 

society of her numerous friends, amongst 

whom I have long- ventured to rank ட இ 

self.” 

Lord Claitville’s countenance was so ex- 
pressive of his feelings, that, for the first 

time in her life, the fair Elinor hoped he 
had not seen her with indifference ; but in 

her weak state, the joy this supposed dis- 
covery occasioned her proved too much 
for her, and she would probably have fallen 

off her seat, as her sensés entirely forsook 
her, had not the now seriously alarmed 
Cecil caught her in his arms, while the 

two ladies came to his assistance. Never 
having before scen any ene for whom he 

felt interested in,such a situation, he at 

first feared that she was actually dying, and 

that he had unintentionally hastened her 
departure.
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departure. * Send instantly for the nearest 
medical man !” he exclaimed. “My groom 
isin the court, let him gallop off directly.” 
«There is no need, my lord,” said the 

much less alarmed Mrs. Nesbitt; ‘ Elinor 
is very subject to fainting fits; they are 

part of her complaint ; but she willsoon 
_ Tecover:” and having had recourse te the 

usual remedies upon such occasions, the 
invalid soon became sensible that she was 
supported by the only man she had ever 

wished to captivate; and, in the:true spirit 
of love and romance, she fancied that she. 

could readily have resigned her breath, if 
she was not to hope, ere long, to ¢all him 
her’s: but his agitation, and the alarm 
which his voice and actions still betrayed, 

were so flattering to her feelings, that she. 
did not open her eyes quite so soon as she 
would have done; and when she did, his 

kind feeling inquiries were far more effi- 

cacious than her sister’s aromatics or yola- 
tiles. 

irs. Nesbitt proposed her retiring, as a 
few
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few hours’ repose were necessary after such 
anattack. - ‘ ; ் 

» Cecil instantly rose to depart, as did Mrs. 
Manby, who said she should look in upon 
her young friend again in the evening, 
when she hoped to find her much better. 
_“ And I shall trouble you, my dear grand= 

mother, to write me a few lines when you. 
return home. One of my grooms shall 
ride down in the evening for your note, as 
I shall be very anxious till I hear how Miss 
Mildmay is this afternoon.” 

The invalid bowed as she sat, in return 
for this grateful anxiety, and’ his lordship 
withdrew with Mrs. Manby, whom he hand- 
ed into her coach, and stepping in after 
her, he ordered his groom to follow him 
with the horses. 

They were no sooner upon the move 
than the old lady caught his hand, exclaim- 
ing, “ You have made me almost as happy 
as, I trust, you have left Miss Mildmay, who 
will, Tam sure, make you a most excellent 
wife. She doats upon you—that you must 
0, ரர. ௦ have
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have perceived; her joy, you.saw, quite 
overcame her; you acted your part admi- 
rably; and I trust she will never know that , 

she is more indebted to your pity than to | 
your love for your attentions. Believe me, 

I would not have interfered in the business, 

if I] had not felt convinced that she was 

exactly the wife to suit you: but we must 

not be too hasty; her nerves have been 

very much shattered, and she is delicate to 

excess in her notions and ideas. _ would 
not have her suspect that even I had guessed 

her wishes. You must seem to solicit her 

regard, as warmly as if you could not read 

her heart in her eyes, and in. every look 

she bestows upon you. Well, I can only 

say, you will be a very happy man, if the 

being adored by your wife can constitute 

your felicity.” 

« It is surely a very good foundation for 

_ a matrimonial structure,” rejoined Cecil ; 

" “and as itis said that ‘love begeis love,’ who 

knows but that I may be a most doating 

husband? But I must pay a few more 
friendly 
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Jriendly visits before } enact the lover.- If, 

as I\hope, Miss Mildmay should soon re- 
cover, I may proceed rather more briskly, 

as I own I should not like to dangle, for 
any length of time, after any woman; since, 
in my opinion, a man never appears so - 

much like a fool as while sighing at Pane 

feet of his intended wife.” 

Mis. Manby awas: certain Miss Mildmay 

would not keep him in suspense, ner would 

she wish to postpone their union after she 

had accepted of his offers; and as Cecil 

wished to give in his report to his father, 

he took leave of. the old: lady at her own 

door, feeling very impatient to impart 

what-might be deemed his 40 ars 
to his brother. 

During his ride to town, he reflect- 

ed that Mr. Manby would also be very_ 

anxious fo learn the result of his visit 

to Woodford 3 therefore, as Finsbury- , 

Square was in his road home, he resolved 
to look in upon the banker, from whom ~ 

கடு. he



98 5 MATRIMONY. 

he expected to learn how the farmer did, 
after having kept it up so stoutly the over- 

night. ் : 

  

CHAP. IL . 

No people are so easily duped, it is said, 

as lovers, since they are ever ready to be- 

lieve what they wish; therefore it is not 

surprising that Elinor Mildmay saw no- 

thing extraordinary in lord Clairville’s vi- 

sit; and as Mrs. Nesbitt assured her that he 

seemed to be extremely interested in her re- 

covery, She became assured that he return- 

ed her passion, and fancied that she must 

have been wilfully blind not to have sooner 

perceived his regard. But then, would the 

earl of Monmouth approve of their mar- 

riage?
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riage? Mrs. Nesbitt could not suppose he 
would object to it. The, Manby family 
did not rank with theirs; and lord Clair- 

ville was not, like his brother, nobly de- . 

scended on either side. 

* Possibly lord Angus: might laugh him 
out of marrying a citizen's daughter, and 
he seemed. wrapped up in his brother. If 
they ever did come together, she should be _ 

very jealous of this said young officer.” 
“ Of course he will give his wife the 

preference, so do not begin to conjure up 
imaginary evils, when all your real ones _ 

seem to have ceased. Lord Angus will also 
marry, and then the brothers will be less 
together, and will have other and more en- 

dearing ties to divide their affections. 1 
have heard lady Frances Clairville highly 

extolled, so a wife may suffer from the — 

comparison ; but perhaps she will not be 

allowed to seek an intimacy with a mer- 

chant’s daughter. I have heard Mr. Man- 

by say the countess of Monmouth is very 

proud.” ‘ 

68 * Positively,
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« Positively, Elinor, you'seem only anx-. 

jous to dash your cup of happiness by your 

usual melancholy forebodings. ‘You have 

hurt your health and depressed: your spirits 

by fretting, because you fancied that lord. 

Clairville had seen you with indifference. 

His late visit seems to have convinced you 

of that error ; but now, with your usual in- 

‘genuity in the art of self-tormenting, you 

foresee a thousand obstacles, and fancy 
that his brother will rival his wife in his af- 

fections; that his sister will look down 
upon you; and the earl and countess are, 1 

suppose, to complete the climax of these 
imaginary evils, to forbid you their house. 
Do pray cease to give way to these absurd 

fancies. And now let me advise you to lie 

down till dinner, and dream of lord Clair- 
ville ;” retiring, atd leaving the fair, but, 

as. she justly styled her, self-tormentor, to 

sé€k the repose she so much required. 

Meanwhile, little supposing that his mis- 

téss was thus diving into futurity, and al- 
ready beginning to feel jealous of his - 

beloved —
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நன்ன ண்ணி, the தன்கை Cecil 

alighted in Finsbury-square, just as the 
banker was preparing to walk into. Bishops- 
gate-street, ‘where ne meant to take the 
stage. 
He was rejoiced to see his grandson, 

whose countenance’ proclaimed him to be 
" the herald of joyful tidings. 

Lord Clajrville briefly related the occur 

rences of the morning, assuring-the old 
man, that if Miss Mildmay recovered: as 

speedily as his grandmother prognostica- 

ted, he should immediately make proposals 

to her, and he made no'doubt but they 

should be.a: very happy anda very unfa- 
shionable couple. ° 

“I am sure you.will; and I will engage 
to settle every thing with sir Charles en- 

_tirely to your satisfaction ; so only tell me 
when I may break the ice, and eae all the 
rest to me.””, : 

«We பட not be too precipitate, my 

dear sir ; so for the present let us wave the 

po hae subject.
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subject. Have youseen Mr.. Webster thiy 
morning?” ் 

“Yess and I learnt from him how very 
bountiful you had been towards him and 
his booby son, who I sincerely wish was. 
safe on board his ship; and if the: father 
was also an his way northward, Ishould not 

repine. I foresaw you would make them 
‘completely tipsy last night. Indeed, Web- 
ster acknowledged that he had never been 
more completely overtaken. He did not 
make his appearance in the square till near 

twelve, and he looked as stupid as an owl. 
Thomas is laid up with a severe head-ach ; 

however, he is to shew his face at the In- 
dia-house to-morrow, and! hope their next 

visit to me will be to take leave; and I 

think itis very unlikely that Thomas and I 
should ever meet again, except I live to 
the age of old Parr. The ship in which he 

is to sail is to drop down in three days ; and 

though it may not be necessary that he 

should go on board before she sails, ( which 
she
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she may not do this fortnight), I have made 
a point of his going on board the very day 
‘she breaks ground, as that may induce Web- 
ster to hasten his departure.” 

Cecil approved of the notion; and as he 
feared he might prevent his reaching Wood- 
ford in time for dinner, ifhe made a longer 

visit, he re-mounted his horse and took the 

New Road home, where, as he expected, he 

found Godfrey waiting his return. | 

“*] am very glad you were able to leave 
the fair Elinor ‘so soon, as I began to fear 

Ishould be obliged to-proceed into Berke- 

ley-square. alone, before I had heard 

how you had succeeded. The earl expects 

us to dinner, and is no-less impatient to 

learn what you now’ think of Miss Mild- 

may.” 

“IT can only say, that I do really believe 
she has placed her heart in my keeping; ‘ 

and, in return, Iam resolved, if my. visit 

proves accessary to her recovery, to offer, 

her my hand ;” entering into every detail _ 
the reader is already acquainted with. © 

Go “dare *
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“I dare say she will make a most excel-_ 
lent wife, since her regard for you will 

- render her subservient to all your wishes: | 
and so now let me tell you, I have received 
ashort letter from Melbourne, whose uncle 
isin a very dangerous way, and who is, at 

. present, resolved to make him his heir, afid 
has actually made a will constituting him 
such 5. but he issuch a strange capricious 
mortal, that Lionel owns he thinks it an 
even’ chance, should he recover, that he 
may alter his mind.” 

“Then I could find in my heart to och 
it ee pares God to take him,” rejoined 
Cecil; “since Melbourne is a very plea- 
sant young fellow, and seems ட... deserv- 
ing of Fortune’s favours.” 

“Then now, adieu for the present, as I 

must run ; I shall leave you to tell your 

own story to the earl—a twice told tale 
loses its interest,” and away he ran. 

Lord Clairville did not arrive in Berke- 

ley-square till dinner was ready, therefore 

mere general conversation passed during 

their
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their social meal, since no family were ever | 
“more united or more happy in each others 
company. 

But the ladies having withdrawn, Cecil, 
who knew they had not yet been made ac- 
quainted with his matrimonial prospects, 
briefly related how he and his grandmother 
had settled matters, and what had been the 
result of hfs morning visit. 

“Then let us drink to Miss Mildmay’s 
speedy recovery,” said the earl. 
~ Ofcourse the young men made no ob- 
jection ; and as lord Clairville mentioned © 
having called in Finsbury-square, he added, 
“and it should seem the farmer had enough 
of it last night, and, of course, Thomas had : 

found his way home, as he was confined 
with a head-ach ; for, to let you know, sir, 
Thad my fears whether I’had not carried 

the joke rather too far, as I learnt from my 

porter that Bolton had returned-to my 

house early this morning, to inquire after 
this future nabob, who had not been howe 
all night.” 

-c6 «AS
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“As I participated in your fear,” said 
lord Angus, “I positively walked into 

*** court, as soon as you ‘set out for 

Woodford. Not having decided who to 

ask for when I arrived there, I walked into 
the shop: a very pleasant-looking elderly 
man was behind the counter, of whom I in- 
quired if Mr. Webster was at home?” 

‘No, sir, he: is gone inte« Finsbury- 
Square ; but my name is Bolton, and as he. 

is, at present, my guest, in consequence of 

my son having married his daughter, if 
you will leave any message for him, you 
may depend upon its being punctually de- 
livered.’ i 

_ ‘I was both pleased and struck with his. 
manner and the gay expression of his 
countenance, therefore instantly told him 

_’who I was, and what had induced me to 
visit *** court. He instantly invited me 
into a small inner room, which he styles 
his surgery, and he there entered into so 
ludicrous a detail respecting poor Thomas, 

that 1 never laughed more heartily,” 
peating 

re-  
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peating what the reader is already acquaint- 
ed with ; declaring that he had never been 
moreamused. “There was such a fund of hu- 
mour and drollery about the old man, and 
he seemed so perfectly to understand the 
characters of his guests, I could have listen- 
ed to him for another hour ; but so many 
patients dropped in during our short téte- 
d-téte, 1. reluctantly departed, after re- 
questing he would not mention my visit to 
the Websters.” 

The earl and lord Clairville had laughed 
till they cried at poor Tom’s misfortunes, 
and both thought he had, upon the whole, 
purchased experience at no very dear rate. 
In the height of their glee, they were sum- 
moned to tea, andas they had no particular 
engagements for the evening, the brothers 
spent it em famille, and amused lady 

_ Monmouth by an account of the Websters. 
After which they sat down to whist with 
the earl and lady Frances. About ten 
o’clock a note was put into Cecil’s hands, As 
the direction was written by his grandmo- 

: ther,
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ther, he laid it down, meaning to read it 
when he had finished his game. - 

« Had that been from a favourite of ei- 

ther sex,” said lady Frances, “you would 

not have been so ceremonious, Cecil.” 

“Positively it does come from a very 
great favourite of mine, Fanny, since it 

“was written by my good grandmother, and 

no doubt contains’ some very material in- 

telligence respecting your sister-in-law. 

that is to be.” 

2 May I believe you, brother?” 

* Are you in earnest?” asked lady Mon- 

mouth. 

«You do not suppose, mama, I would 

venture to joke upon so serious a subject. 

I appeal to the earl if I have not taken the 

desperate resolution to marry a beautiful 

young maiden, who has not the same dis- 

_ like to us coachmen Fanny avows; since 

either the smack of my whip, the sound of 

my bugle, my slang language, or my cos- 

tume, have charmed her into a belief thatshe 

cannot exist except I drive her to church. 
. J was
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I was’ not so wise yesterday morning ; yet 

to-day I have visited the dady, and if she 

» recovers, I expect to enter the holy pale in 
"Jess than two months: but, not to keep 

_ you in suspehse, my dear little sister, I 

commission Godfrey to enter into every 
ae detail after I am gone. You, 

” looking at the earl, “ will be so kind 
as to do the same to lady Monmouth ; so 

now let us proceed with our rubber.” 

“ Well, but read Mrs. ட note first,” 
said the earl. 

He did so; it was very short. Miss 

Mildmay seemed already the better for 

his visit, and she hoped he would not 
let many days elapse ere he ee his 

inquiries. 

He put it into his father’s hands, saying, 

“You perceive, sir, that I shall soon’ be able 

to rival sir Felix Fascinate, who prescribed 

so skilfully, says Mr. Surr, in low com- 

plaints. Be sure. you send forme, Fanny, 
if you ever ek love to get the better of — 
your reason.’ : 

௪ 

The
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_ The countess was very anxious to know 
_to whom Cecil altuded, but did not renew 

the subject; and soon after midnight he 
took his leave, when both she and lady 

Frances earnestly inquired “ what-lady had , 
fallen in love with Cecil? some friend of 

Mrs. Manby’s, they presumed.” 

The earl candidly repeated all he had 

learnt from his sons, adding, “£ could have 

wished Cecil should have married a woman 

of higher birth ; yet I have no objection to 

make to Miss Mildmay; and I trust she will 

effectually prevent him from giving into 
any more follies; those he has hitherto 

given into will soon evaporate ; and I am 

so anxious to see him domesticated, I re- 

joice the Manbys are so eager to. promote 

this match; but as it may not take place, 

since many things may occur to prevent 

its completion, for the present it may be 

as well not to mention our expectations.” 
The ladies perfectly agreed with. him. 

The countess had seen Miss Mildmay, and 

_ recollected having admired her; and as sir 

Charles
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Charles was so respectable a man, and his _ 
eldest’ daughter was so well married, she 

+ thought, upon the whole, it wasa very de- 

sirable connexion ; and asit grew late, the 
family ‘party separated; when matrimony 

being, of course, uppermost in their heads, 
Godfrey and lady Frances began seriously 
to reflect upon the subject. The former 
had as yet never seen any woman upon 
whom he would have bestowed his hand, 
and he feared that he should be rather fas- 
tidious in his chaice, as he wished his wife 

to unite every domestic virtue to the high 
polish of a woman of the first fashion, as 
he should require her to shine as ‘a star of 
the first magnitude in the high world, and 
yet to appear with no less advantage in a 
domestic circle : while lady Francesthought 

Lionel Melbourne was the most amiable, 
unaffected young man of fashion she had 
yet met with; and had he been a colonel 

instead of a cornet, she was convinced her 

parents would not object to his alliance. 

CHAP,  
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CHAP. IV. 

“Tue two following days Cecil contented 
himself with sending to Woodford, and de- 
voted his mornings to selecting a suitable 

stud for his brother, who, though a very 

good judge of horses himself,and of course 

a most excellent horseman, entertained a 

higher opinion of his knowledge in these 

respects. A chariot and a curricle were all 

the carriages he chose at present to sport. 

When he became of agé (which he did in 
May) he agreed to add a barouche to the 
number, as he had no objection to driving 

four fine horses in the country, or even the 

environs of London ; but was fully resolved 
never to assume the dress or language of 

the members of the four-in-hand club. 

" On
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“JT don’t know whether you will not 

make far the better husband, Godfrey, 

though you would not have suited my mis- 

tress. Your being a soldier would, to her, 

I find, be a very material objection.” 
“She is not singular; though possibly 

absence may sometimes revive an expiring 

flame, it must be very inimical to the hap- 
piness of a woman whoreally loves her hus- 
band, particularly when she knows he is 
employed in dangerous service; therefore, 
perhaps I had better remain single till 1 
have attained the rank of general; then I 

may repose upon my laurels, and attend 
to my family concerns.” 

Well, but will you accompany me to 
Blackheath this morning, to see a famous 

horse, which a gentleman there wishes to 

dispose of, and which I wish, if it answers 

to the description I have received, to pur 

chase? =i «i 

“With all my heart; as I have paid all 

my ceremonious visits; and you will be 
obliged
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‘obliged to devote all your time to your 
mistress, when once you have passed the 

Rubicon—I positively long to see her.” 
- “You shall certainly doso ere long; but, 

upon my soul, I] wish my heart may not . 

misgive me before Icome to the point! I 
feel, likea coward in time of danger, very 

desperate. I almost wish the farce was 

over, and ‘she had simpered at love, and whis- 

pered obey,’ for fear I should recant. When 

in her presence, I positively feel almost in 
love with her; but by the time I reach town, 
my pity has evaporated, and IJ only seea 

pining love-sick damsel, who may transfer 

her vapours and low spirits to me, or some 

of her complains and I shall not shine as a 

valetudinarian.” 

Godfrey laughed very ம at his ima- 
ginary fears; and the imperial being ready, — 
he ascended the box with his brother, who 

dashed off at his usual rate. 

The day was very pleasant for the season, 

rather warm; and they reached. the place of 

their destination without meeting with any. 

occurrence
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occurrence worthy relating, The horse they 
went to see more than answered Cecil's 
expectations, who made the purchase upon, 
the usual conditions; and having taken 

some refreshment at his late owner’s, who 

was'a young merchant, and a-member of 

the driving club, of course’ known to Ce- 

ceil, they-set out upon their return; but had 

not proceeded halfa mile ere it began to 
rain, which increased to a violent shower 

before they reached the turnpike-gate in 
what is called the Kent-road, where Cecil 

was obliged to pull up, in consequence of 

an assemblage of carts and waggons that 

were paying the toll. Cecil wished his 
brother to have taken an inside place when 

the shower came on, but he'declared that 

a soldier ought to ‘be seasoned to all wea- 

thers; and as he readily accepted a great-__ 
coat of his brother’s, who always had a 

second in the carriage to change if he was 

wet through the ene he wore, he conti- 
nued on the box. 

They had hardly pulled. up ise they 
remarked 
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remarked three men hurrying into the 
turnpike house for shelter ; but they were 
unable to discern their features, owing to 
the. way in which they held their hats: to 
guard their faces from the storm, 

Having waited with very considerable 
patience till the last cart had made way for 
them to pass, lord Clairville was just 
flourishing his whip to dash off full.speed 
when through the gate, but, at the very in- 
stant, a voice which he fancied was familiar 
to him assailed his ears. 

“ Here you, coachee, we will give youa 
shilling a-headsto carry us to London,” 
Cecil instantly turned his head, and im- 

mediately recognised farmer Webster in 
the speaker, who was standing in the door- 
way swinging the wet out of his-hat, while 
he was thus addressing the supposed coach- 
man; but the instant he caught sight of his 
face, he shrunk back, his’ hat fell from his 
hand, and his countenance fully expressed 
his contrition for the liberty he had taken 
So unknowingly. 

The
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The person he had addresséd so uncereé~ 
. moniously was much more amused than of- 

fended, and actually pulled up again the 
moment he recollected him, calling out, in 

answer to his liberal offer, “ Come along, 

my hearty, | cannot refuse so goodan offer.” 
. By this time the two turnpike-men were 

shouting with laughter, since it was in 

(௮.
 

consequence of the farmer having asked 
one of them “whether there was any chance 

of their meeting with a ceach?” that 

he had, in fun, pointed out to what he 

called the stage-coach, which was waiting 

to drive through the gate; and as the ap- 

pearance of the vehicle as it stood, the two 

gentlemen upon the: box, and the servants 

exalted behind, certainly resembled that of 
a mail-coach, the farmer had erred very 

innocently; but he swore, when he discover- 

ed his mistake, that if the fellow dared to — 

play him such another trick, he would 

knock him down at every risk. 
Cecil soon silenced the altercation by, 

desiring the farmer to get into the carriage, 
and.
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“There was no chante of his $0 doing,” 
lord Clairville said; “ besides, if he should; 

I will take all the blame upon myself, as 
having peer the primary cause of the mis 

fortune.” 

« Then God bless you, and thank yon, 

my lord ; however, he will not have many 

more frolics in England, since he is to go 

on board the day after to- -morrow, or, at 

latest, early the next morning, for the ship 

is to drop down by the morning tide ; sol 
am afraid he will not have ap opportunity 

of again returning his thanks to your lord- 
ship, except you would both condescendto 
look in upon us to-morrow night, when Mr. 
Bolton gives a ball and supper, in honour 

‘of his son’s marriage, and that we may: 
make a jovial parting.” 

“Tdare not have made such a request, 

gentlemen,” rejoined Bolton; “ but if you 

would condescend to drop your titles for 

a few hours, if you are not better engaged, 
Ishould be highly flattered; and let me 

aS it is no bad policy for men of your 
ச rank
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yet you are always boasting of working 
very’ hard, and riding and walking: over a 

county at a stretch, if you may be be- 
‘lieyed, while I could’ beat halfa dozen of 
you hollow, except at eating, drinking, and 

smoking.” sha 

The young men laughed; and thought 
there was. great truth in the remark. They 

soon reached Portman-square, and had re- 

solved, during their ride, to mtake their ap 

pearance at Bolton’s ball. Godfrey was as 

fond of studying mankind vas his brother, 

and agreed, that in the higher circles there 

_was very little originality of character. 
*“T once aimed at being singular,” said 

Cecil; “but I have dwindled into the cocher 

ofthe day, and cannot yet talk slang Jan- 

guage so well as many mail-coachmen. 

After all,’ ours are. very puerile pursuits. 

You have had others, Godfrey ; andI often 

wish I had also entered the army, for I have 

frequently found time hang very heavy on 

my hands during your absence.” ் 

“ A good
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“A good wife will relieve you ரு this 
ட and.at forty I expect yeu will be 
a model for the rising generation.” 

“Do the rising generation pay much 

respect to the lessons of experience? How 
much good advice has my father thrown 
away. upon me! But.when once! am mar- 

ried, I dare say Ishall be rather more solid. 

I wonder whether there will be any pretty 

girls at thissaid bal bourgeoise.”’ 

“J dare say there will; 1 have seen many 

very pretty women among the wives of our ‘ 

inferior officers, Birth and fortune cannot 
insure beauty to their possessor; though a 
superior education is frequently a great aid 

even. to beauty. But Miss Mildmay isa 

first-rate belle, lunderstand. I really long 

to see her,” : 

“ Then what say you to accompanying 

me down to Woodford to-morrow? You 

stand pledged to dine at my grandfather’s, 

and I will let him Ano in the morning 

that he may expect us.’ a 

“Tcan havenoabjection; பப் thelady 

pi G> be 
\ ர
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’ be sufficiently recovered to admit of my 
visit? Besides, you are not an her declared 
lover.” je 

“T wish to have; your, க of her 
first; though, joking apart, I cannot very 
well retreat, since I have certainly raised her 

hopes ; so I must soon ask whether she will 
please tohave mé: but, as I told you before, 

Tcan almost fancy 1 am bona fide in love 

when in her presence; still Ido not pine 
in absence; and if we were never to meet 

again, I should bear up. with heroic for- 

titude against such a misfortune.” : 

““ Your regard is founded on esteem, 

therefore you cannot enact the hero of 

romance. But whether I am admitted in- 

to her presence or not, Iam very ready to 

accompany you down to-morrow. At pre- 
sent I must hasten home. eau are en gaged 

out to dinner, you told me.’ 

“Fam; but Iwill call for you at one 
to-morrow, that we may have time to pay 

all our_visits before dinner; and remem 

ber, you sleep in Portman- -square to-mor- 

TOW,
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self and his brother to dine with her and 
the banker, and sending her,in consequence, 
alarge basket of fish, promising to be with 
her early, as he meant to pay his respects | 

to Miss Mildmay before dinner. 
The old lady was extremely gratified by 

his polite attention; and. Mr. Manby re- 

joiced when he learnt lord Angus meant 

to accompany him down; he therefore 

resolved not to leave homes but: Mrs 

Manby having issued her orders respecting 

dinner, walked to sir Charles’s, She was 

always a most welcome guest; and Miss 

Mildmay was so much better, that Mrs. Nes= 

bitttalkedof returning home. Of course the 

old lady mentioned who she expected to 

dinner, and ford Clairville’s intentions of 

inquiring after the health of the invalid, 

who seemed highly flattered by the inti- 

mation, as she certainly longed to look 

down upon her city friends as dady Clair- 

wille ; since handsome as Cecil certainly 

was, and amiable as he was allowed to be; 

possibly she wont not have fallen so des- 

peraiely
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perately in love with him; had he not been 
a titled man. But the late lady Mildmay 

_ hadvearly, and very foolishly, implanted a 
wish into her youthful mind to be-united 
toa man of rank. Lord Clairville was the 

_ first patrician whom she had ever met in 
private’society, and she certainly construed © 

his mere good-humoured politeness into 
very Serious attentions, which his having . 

of late relaxed, in consequence of his hav- 

ing been less at Woodford, and more en- 

gaged with his fashionable friends, had oc- 
casioned her illness ; since vanity, in the first 

instance, had certainly induced’ her to be- 

stow her heart upon him; and both that and — 

her pride were deeply wounded by what 
she construed into neglect: yet she did not 

wish her love for him tobe known. In-: 
deéd, had she not supposed that her ill- 
ness had revived his ‘flame, she would cer- 

tainly have forbidden his visits —Mrs. Man- 

by chose to wait the arrival of her grand- 

‘son at the baronet’s; who drove his ba- 

Touche up to the door about three o'clock, 

when,
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when; as agreed upon by the brothers, he 
jumped down, putting the reins into, God- 
frey’s hands, whom he hoped would be 
also requested to alight. ் 

Miss Mildmay gave him a most flattering 
reception. Gratified vanity is a great im- 

prover of looks; and she was too anxious 

to secure so valuablea prize, to be deficient 

in any of those minor acts which are such 

able female auxiliaries upon such occa- 
sions, and by whichso many men are duped 

out of their liberty; and as she fondly loved 

~ him, andsuffered her regard to be perceived, 

‘he thought her a most lovely creature, to- 

wards whom he could not be. வடலி , 

grateful. 
“Pray is that’ lord Angus in whose andl 

your lordship has left the reins?” asked Mrs. 

Nesbitt; “if it is, suffer me to request he 

will alight, and join our party:” 

Of course no objection was made to this 

expected proposal; and in less than-three | 

minutes Godfrey. was introduced to his sis- 

ter-in-law elect, who made a much more 
favourable
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bitt will, lam sure, accompany you; and: 
I shall feel highly gratified if I cam in any 
way contribute to your recovery, or if Ifind 
that my°persuasions are of more avail than 

the Jearned Dr, ***’s,”? 

| 

“ ¥ will convince you that they are, my 
lord, by. accepting of your kind offer,” 

Cecil, who was really very much pleased 
by her ready compliance, raised her hand 

to his lips, and fancied that so‘ complaisant: 

a wife would render him the happiest af 
mortals. > 

Mrs. Nesbitt and her sister having left 

the room to prepare for their airing, Mrs. 

Manby. eagerly asked lord Angus “ what 

he thought of Miss Mildmay >?” 

His answer was extremely gratifying to 

both her and his brother. ‘By the way,” 

he went on, “you had better make the 

fourth in the barouche, Cecil, and suffer me 

to drive. Upon my honour, you ought tobe 

very vain of having turned the head of so 

- lovely a creature. We soldiers are often” 

accused of making strange havoc among 

ladies”
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pers and as no one had followed them in- 

to the inner apartment, the master of the 
house seized the opportumity. to return 

them thanks in the most respectful man- 
ner, for having honoured | his ball with 

their presence ; assuring them, that no one 
present would ever suspect he had. been 
thus favoured ; and promising to select a 

pleasant partner for Godfrey to begin with, 
இ That Miss Hunter is a denced pretty 
girl,” said Cecil; ‘* who and what is she?” 

© The orphan daughter of a deceased 
_ friend of mine, a pawnbroker, who resided 
in this neighbourhood, and'who left that 

girl, ten thousand pounds. To my great 
regret, he named his brother-in-law, a pew- 

terer, his. executor, and sole guardian to 

that retty girl, and he has given hera 
very poor education; and as he has no 

means of bringing her forward in good 
company, I am afraid she will not meet 
witha suitable match. ; My son made her 

an offer of his hand, and, had they come 

together, Charles should have set up fine 
gentleman ; 
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render's strange behaviour, the earl ஞ். 
serving, “that no one could have hopet | 

to have been his heir; who had ever resid- 

~ ed under his roof,” when aman on horse- ; 

back rode up to the door—* Why that is 
_my uncle’s gardener,” cried the astonished 

Lionel ; “ the very fellow he sent off yes 

terday express to Mr: Morgan’s; what can 
have brought him here? Surely he might 
have been upon his return to Lenham ete 

this.” ட 
«Let us hope Mr. Warrender change 

his mind again before his departure,” said 
Godfrey. ‘“ Ithink you said that you di 
not see him upon the road?” 

«J did not, which surprised me; but! 
certainly saw him leave Lenham before! 

departed.” | 

The man having alighted and knocked! 
the door, a servant entered the room, sy" 

ing, “ Here is a messenger in the hall who 
wishes to speak to Mr. Melbourne.” 

Lionel instantly advanced towards the 

door at which the gardener stood, who pt! 
2 16118 
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Godfrey; and as they presumed Lionel. 
wished to have some conyersation with his- 

father before he left town, they suffered 

him to take an immediate leave of them, 

Godfrey merely desiring to hear from him 
the first leisure moment. 

This the young cornet readily promised ; 
and he was no sooner gone than Cecil ex- 
claimed, “ Z—ds! I was to have written ௨ 

declaration of my passion to my fair mis- 

tress this morning: positively Lionel’s un- 

expected return, and the recent occurten- 

ces, has made me forget Woodford and its. 

inhabitants. Iam afraid I shall not shine - 

asa lover; however, you must assist me in 

the arduous task, Godfrey ; since I should 

quite as leave write the next speech for the 

king, as every sentence will be weighed. 

both by the lady and her relatives, and as. 

I shall be rejected or accepted by rule.” 

The countess and lady Frances had. re~ 

tired before Cecil recollected his omission, 

who resolved to return home to write this 

promised missive while he was full of the 

85 subject,
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Godfrey would dine with him téte-d-séte, as 
he should wish: ‘to submit the copies to his 
inspection, and to have a little serious. 
conversation with him respecting his ma- 

trimonial projects. 

_ Lord Angus having no previous engage- 
ment, readily agreed to his proposal, and. 
arrived in Portman-square before the groom 

set out upon his embassy; he therefore 
perused the original letter intended for 

. Miss Mildmay, and thought it so well word- 
ed, and so much to the purpose, that he 
declared he should request, his brother 
would become his amanuensis,. should he 

ever find himself in a similar situation. 

“Why I thought it best to be perfectly 
explicitat once. I should despise a man who: 

merely made love by inuendoes. lamresoly- 
ed ta make my little water lily as kind a hus- 

band as she could wish ; and L perfectly. 

agree with La Rochefoucault, that- we. are- 

very apt to lave those who admire us; yet 

Ican lay my hand upon my heart and swear, 
that I never intentionally gave her reason, 

before
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before her illness, to expect I meant to: 
make her an offer of my hand. I may have 
talked frothy. nonsense with her; but I 
always made it a rule to steer clear of any 
of those insinuating expressions, which 
seem to mean more than meets the ear ;. 

since I think it base to.adegree to creep. 
thus pitifully into a poor girl’s heart, and 

then make a jest of your triumph.” 

“ You argue like an oracle, Cecil, and I 

mean henceforth to,keep a very strict 

guard upon my own tongue, for we may 

sometimes talk nonsense too fluently. 

The earl wishes me to marry early; but I’ 

oppose my profession to his reasoning’: he 
argues in return, that, exposed as I am from, 
that very circumstance, I ought to leave. 

an heir ta my name, title and estates ; so if 

Ishould, when I have mixed a little more 

with the gay world, meet some lively Iphi- 

genia, who may put the final polish to my. 

Manners and ideas, { also will become a 

benedict, and then we will set an example 

io the rising generation.” 
* J shall
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“I shall make no promises, Godfrey. 1 
am only afraid my intended will be too 
meek, too milk and water. - She will never 
venture to squeeze any acid into our ma- 

trimonial dialogues, and:too much. honey is. 
very cloying ; even poor Mr Shandy re- 

quired a little contradiction in a wife.” 
‘As Miss Mildmay is by no means defi- 

cient in understanding, I dare say she will 
make a very agreeable companion.” 

“T hope she will, élse she will have but 

little of my company;’ since I have long 
since resolved that no woman shall make 
me miserable at home, while I can enjoy 
myself abroad: but I daresay the dear girl 

். (if she does not surfeit me with love) will 

work a thorough reformation in my way of 
thinking ; since J shall certainly study her 
happiness i in all J do or say ; and as she is 

no fool, I dare say I shall take ‘whatever 
“impression she chuses fo give me, that is, 

if she be studies my~ temper and dispo- 
sition.” 

« And is always of your mind; says yes, 
orf 

ஞு 
திர்



 



112 1 MATRIMONY. தி 
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பைய உட 

Mr. and Mrs. Manby had been in anxious 
expectation of hearing from their grand- 
son during the morning, and had presumed 
something, had occurred to prevent his 

writing the promised letter, when the ar- 
rival of his groom dissipated their fears, 
and Mrs. Manby readily agreed to become 

his advocate, and proceeded. to sir Charles's. 

with her own and Miss Mildmay’s letter, 

while her husband addressed his grandson, 

and then followed her to the baronet’s, to. 

enter upon his part of the business, since 
he was much more impatient to bring mat- 

ters to a conclusion than lord Clairville 

either felt or ex pressed himself. 
Mrs.
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attributed to her, and’ expressing her fears. 
that he would repent of his condescension, 
agreed to leave every thing to her father, 
by whose will she promised to be solely 
guided. | Yet she feared she was punishing 
lord Clairville, by thus easily acceding to 
his wishes. She could mot flatter’ herself 
‘that nature had intended her to figure as a 

countess, She'dreaded appearing awkward 
in lady Monmouth and lady Frances Clair- 
yille’s eyes, and she. supposed they had! 

great influence over lord Clairville. 
Lord Angus had struck her as being ra- 

. ther/proud: she hoped he would not treat 
her with பதத spirits were very. 

weak, and she should require great indul 

gence; but this she was sure Mrs. Manby 

would represent to his lordship :, thus did: 

she run on fo thedelighted’ old lady, who, 
of course, obviated all her objections, and 
at last retired to impart her happy pro- 

posals to: sir Charles; to whom Miss Mild- 

may had requested she ‘would give aes 

€lairville’s letter. : 
She-
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‘oun folly. I really pity her, “since she 
may render herself, butewill never render 
me miserable, through her fancies, She. 
may, nay, does, and will torment herself a 
thousand times more thanshe ever will me, 
since: I am fully resolved to let her have 
her own way; though, perhaps, my com- 
plaisance may be less pleasing fo her than 
were I to argue every point with her, and : 
contradict all her whims. Idid not marry - 
for love; and esteem miust be deserved to 
be retained. She will not, however, easily 

provoke me’to ontradict her; if she does, 
she must take the consequence,. Yet, not- 
withstanding ‘what Ideem her perverseness, 

I know’she loves me: Were I romantic, I 

might, perhaps, use a stronger expression ; 
but I cannot help thinking she loves her- 
self better, as she seems to have a pleasure 
in tormenting me. I-dare say that, had I 
pressed her this evening, she would, to 
oblige me, she would have said, have joined’ 
our party; and to-morrow, ifshe had fancied 
she had caught aslight cold,she would have — 

4 K2 reproached
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வண்ணப் me with having persuaded her 

to. accompany me, at the risk of ‘her life. 

Nay, had her foot slipped in ascending this 

mountain, she would, very probably, have 

accused me of leading her into danger, to 

gratify my own fancy : yet she would not 

have loved me the less ; since, next to self, 

J know I reign paramount inher heart. 

For her own sake, more than for mine, I 

wish she would endeavour to render her- 

self agreeable; perhaps she may, while 

here, strive to deserve the regard of lady 

Monmouth and Fanny ; from#hem she can 

learn nothing but good,.and their example 

may work a salutary reform ‘in her con- 

duct.” 

“<7 dare say it will,” od ‘the eark; 

“and as she grows more intimate with the 

countess and your sister, | think they may 

be able to point out her errors to her, with- 

out hurting her feelings... Mrs. Manby 

spoke very highly of her to me, and she 

has known her from a child.” 

“J place great dependance upon, lady 

Monmouth’s
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Monmouth’s judicious advice,” rejoined 
Cecil.‘ My grandmother has, I know, a 

very high opinion of Elinor, or she would 

never have recommended her so strenu- 

ously to my notice ; and I feel assured that 
she will mot ruin me by her extravagance, 

as she is an excellent manager of a family, 

says grandmama, which is not to,be slight- 
ed, even in high life. I wish she would 
now endeavour to study how to manage, 

or rather to please her husband, as we are 

not all either to be caught or to be re- 

_ tamed by the same means. Iam well as- 
sured that I shall never use her tll; but she 

may render home as unpleasant to me, by 
her caprice and fits of Jove, as if she was 

very extravagant and dissipated. Indeed, I 

could easier manage a dasher than my preé- 

sent deary, who has tears at command, and 

who is evén jealous of my horses and my 

favourite Dane; nay, she has more than 

once hinted she is afraid I love you, sir, 

and Godfrey and Fanny, better than her; 

which she assures me would break her heart. 

Now, பி how can I reply to such absurd 

௮. ‘speeches



 



 



200 MATRIMONY. 

As Cecil had predicted;.his bride had 
been in tears, She was yery cool and re- 

served in her replies to the earl’s and coun- 
tess’s kind inquiries; and seemed even 
piqued with Godfrey, to whom she was 
barely civil; and declared she was very 
glad she had not been persuaded to join 

their party, as they had. walked so late. 
Cecil had never felt more provoked ; 

and, by way of punishing her, took a seat 
near the countess. Sheseemed to feel that 

she had offended him; and endeavoured, 

by her looks, to entice him to draw near; 

but he kept his ground, in spite of her 
audible sighs, and every alluring sign she 
madehim. Godfrey, who freely forgave 
her feeling rather jealous of him, took the * 

chair next her, and told her where they 

had been, hoping that she would soon be 

reconciled to his favourite mountains; and. 
telling her, that she must visit the now 

famous Abbey of Melross and Loch Katrine, 

which Scot had so beautifully described. 

“I never read poetry, my lord. My 
mother
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mother was not partial to what she: deemed 
‘such light reading.” 

The countess, anxtous to’ remove. the 

gloom which pervaded her ¢ 
presumed she: had been advised. to- ‘tide on: 

horseback, as no exercise was more recom=- ப 

mended by the’ faculty. : 

“My mother thought it. too masculine. 

for any delicate woman. My sister is a. 

good horsewoman; but I was always guid-. 

ed by the very superior sense of lady Mild-. 

may, who was. the decided enemy to all. 

boisterous sports.” 

“Her ladyship might not approve: of 

ladies riding so near London as Woodford,’ 

or uponany of the great roads leading to the 

‘metropolis; ; but in the country,. bam very: 

partial, even now, to the exercise 5 and you: 

wilk probably, during your stay, see me 

exalted upona pillion behind my son; as E 

prefer riding to a carriage in some roads, 

Fanny isa capital horsewoman ; and we can 

procure you a safe-footed Shetland poney,. 

which will carry you up and’down these 

ட mountains. 
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mountains in’ perfect safety;-and I own 
some of the Scotch roads do not suit either 

a barouéhe. © ai e.” 
‘toads are. certainly: very ரி 

but Tishall never venture to mount even 

  

     

the smallest poney. Near London, youagree 
it is not proper for a woman to ride, and, 

by. my own consent, I shall never remove 
outiof that vicinity. Woodford is, I agree, 

“rather-a citizen’s village; but then,’ what 

can. be’ more delightful than Richmond, 
Twickenham, or many other places in that 

vicinity? Clairville is’ certainly a fine 
place, but. very dull. Iam fond of a mov- 

_ Ing scene, such’as'the banks of the Thames; 

or the principal roads near London, always 

afford... I should. be hipped to death at’ 

Binningfield, as I shall never learn to ride: 

and Lam not fond of the water;, nor ant I 

able to. take long walks: but I beg I may, 
be no restraint upon any one present; the 

tastes of you ladies are different from mine; 
80, therefore, ought. to be our pursuits.» 1 

have never visited my sister since: her, mar> - 
riage,
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were very vulgar, low people, and their 
connexions degrading. Such had been her 

reflections, when left to indulge in them ; 

and she grew more and more resolved to’ 
wean Cecil from all his relations, by de- 
claring herdislike of Scotland,and her dread — 
of living so near the sea; nay, she even. 

meant to tell him the ladies of his family 

wilfully slighted her; and chose, in con- 

seqtience, to give way to her natural temper 
when they returned’ from their walk; and 

she certainly succeeded in-diseusting every 
one present; butshe had taken avery wrong 

method to detach her husband from his 

truly: amiable and affectionate relatives, 

Every one seemed pleased when the sup- 

per-trays were introduced. She did net 

ehuse to eat, though almost maternally 
pressed by lady Monmouth, who, for Cecil’s 
sake, wished to render her as comfortable 

as her own ன் would allow of during 
cheristay. 

Could she mention any thing she should 
prefer to what-there wasupon the table 2” 

asked 

e 

ie
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in very bad weather, sometimes  wash- 
ed over the wall; lamenting her ever 

having undertaken such a journey, as she 

_ foresaw she should never enjoy a night’s 
rest, nor a happy day, while she remained 

at this odious castle. 
Dormer knew that: her mistress was. an 

adept in the art of self-tormenting, and that 
she fancied herself the most miserable of 
women, for the nicest trifling contradiction; 
therefore she did not know what to say or 

do, though she felt well-assured that she 

might, by thus continually conjuring up 

imaginary evils, be at last a prey to some 

very severe real ones. To contradict her 

was high treason ; and to agree to the jus- 
tice of her fears, only rendered her ten 

times more: childish; however, while she 

was soothing her in the most gentle terms, 
the gentlemen below, Cecil excepted, as. 
Lionel was no longer considered as a 
Stranger, were endeavouring to find ex- 

cuses for the bride's behaviour, before, dur- 

ing, and after supper. Cecil only wished 
: be:
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he Knew how to manage‘her ; but he fear- 

ed she would give him.more trouble than 

all his stud. However, he would give het 

a fair trial; and if she continued to run 

restive, he must give her up, and suffer her 

to go her own way, while he went his; 

‘ond then,” he went on, ‘ “tis ten to one 

whether we meet again in haste.” _ . 

« Only give her, as you say, a fair trial, 

Cecil,” replied the earl, ‘and I will be 

answerable she will become every thing we | 

wish, The countess seems inclined to take 

her in hand.” - 
And if she does but follow the example 

of lady Frances Clairville,” erted Lionel, 

she will be, like her, the most amiable of 
women,” ~ ; ean gs 

_ Well said, my dear friend,’”? rejoined 

Godfrey ; “ so now let us, before we part, 

drink to lady Clairville’s perfect recovery-” 

“ Here’s to her reformation,” exclaimed 

Cecil, tossing off a bumper. “ Excuse m¢ 

for altering your toast, Godfrey ; but if 

you love me, drink mine.” He laughingly 

agreed ;
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agréed ; and soon after they all went up 

Stairs. ‘Godfrey and Lionel went to, the 

deft, and the earl and Cecil to the right, as 

they both slept towards the terrace. 

Lord Clairville was soon undressed, as he 

thought his wife might be rather fatigued, 

and he knew she would not go to sleep till 

he joined her; but, to his great surprise, 
when he was preparing to step into bed, 
he ‘perceived she, was not there, His dress- 

ing-room was on the opposite side to hers; © 

and, upon stepping to the door leading in- 
to the latter, he heard her conversing, in 

avery plaintive tone, with Dormer. “Per- 

haps she: is complaining of me to her 

soubrette,’ thought he; ‘yet surely she 

, €annot be so weak.” But, not chusing to 

interrupt their conference, he got into bed, 

where he lay ruminating upon her strange 

behaviour, when the door opened, and he 

heard her say, in an accent of despair, “I 

tell you *tis no such thing; the gentlemen 

- are aware of the danger, and mean to sit 

up



512 ் MATRIMONY. 

np allnight. I will dress again, and join 

them, I shall feel much safer below.” 

Cecil did not hear very distinctly. the 

latter part of her speech, as she returned 

into her’ dressing-room; but wondering 

what new fancy had seized her, he called 

eut, * Are you coming to bed ?” 

She instantly returned, “ Was that you 

Theard, my lord ?” 

“Pray who else did you expect to find 

in this room >” was thé gay reply. ‘ What 

has nade you so late? [have had 5 

night’s sleep.” 

«© You surprise me!” in a னை feigned 

tone of agitation, asshe had it in contem- 

plation to play off one of her chef d’ceuures 

upon her good-tempered husband, since 

she was by no means so alarmed by the 
noise of the waves as she had chosen to 

make Dormer believe. “I looked into 

this room not ten minutes ago, and did not 

suppose you were come up stairs, You were 

certainly asleep: Goad Heavens! how 
could
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» ould you forget. yourself in sucha dread- 
_ ful storm? Do pray let us leave this horrid 

castle to-morrow: I shall not survive athree 

days’ residence here.” 

She was standing at the bedside, and as 

she had the most perfect command of her .. 

countenance, the light she held falling up- : 

on it, induced Cecil to believe her to be a 

prey to the most dreadful terror and alarm. 

« For Heaven’s sake, my love, what is 

the matter?” starting up in bed, not sup- 
posing it possible that she, was putting on 
the terror she seemed to feel, though’ he 

could not conceive’what could have thus 

alarmed her; since, though the wind, was 

rather rough, he could not suppese that had - 

frightened her, till she assured him it would 

be useless for her to go to bed, as she should 
find it impossible to sleep in sucha storm, 

since the castle would certainly be either 

blown or washed down by the violence of 
the waves. 

. Surely, my love, this is giving way to 

mere chimeras ; since, positively, till you 
| -. talked
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talked of a storm, I was not conscious there’ 

was any wind; but I agree that, upon 

listening very attentively, I can hear the 

waves beating against the wall, which I 

~ think avery Julling sound; so ‘do come to 

bed, since your present are pagel imagi-~ 

nary fears.” 

«“ To oblige you, Cecil, I would do any 

thing, unkindly as you have treated me to- 

night, since’I shall die in your arms ; ene 

believe me, I do not wish to survive you.” 

At this moment, as if to second her. 

scheme, one of the windows, which did not 

fit very tight, as the wind sat full in them, 

gave a smart rattle; giving a faint scream, 

her artful ladyship fell in so well-counter- 

feited a fainting-fit upon the side of the+ , 

bed, that Cecil was completely her dupe, 

since, not having a grain. of artifice in his 

own composition, he had no idea that any 

woman would have thus attempted to - 

worry and deceive a man she certainly 

loved. Her taper she had dextrously con- 

trived to extinguish as she fell; therefore; 
by.
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by the mere glimmer of the night-lamp, 
he.could not discern the real expression of 
her countenance, which might have ‘taught 
‘him a useful lesson ; as it was, he was seri- 
ously alarmed for her safety ; and starting - 
out of bed, he threw his dressing-gown 
over his shoulders, while he loudly called 
her maid, who, fully expecting how her ’ 

terrors would terminate, having lived with 
her near twelve months, had remained with- 
in Call, and hastened to the assistance of 
her kind master, who heaving her to recover 
the fair insensible, as she assured him that 
her mistress was in no dan ger, he hastened 
to his brother’s apartment. Godfrey was 
stepping inte bed, but paused upon hear- 

_ing his door open, and was nota little sur- 
prised, upon recognising Cecil in the in- 
truder, whose countenance bespoke his 
anxiety and vexation. 

““What has happened?” he hastily ex- 
claimed, advancing to meet him, : 

“ Elinor i Is: unwell ; or, more properly, 
has been so much alarmed by the wind and 

the
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the coming-in of the tide, in addition to 
the sashes of our room not fitting very 
tight, that I wish she could be removed to 

a more quiet apartment. co 

“ That can besoon done: she shall ine 

this one, where, Iam sure, neither the wind — 

nor the waves ean’ break her repose. ~ My 

mother thought she would enjoy the pros- 
pect from the room she had allotted her, 

-as she prefers sleeping on: that side of the 

house herself; but she did not reflect that 

her ladyship’s nerves‘are not yet cast-iron; ” 

sending his valet in search of the house- 

-keeper, and some of the maids, to make the 

necessary alterations. 

«T am very sorry I have been under the 

necessity of disturbing you, Godfrey,” re- 

sumed Cecil, the moment they were alone; 

“*but, upon my soul, I left Elinor in a fit, 
brought on by giving way to her imaginary 

fears.” 7 

“Tam more sorry to hear ses since 
there is merely a brisk breeze to-night. I 

hope we shall not have a real storm during 
her
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நோ stay, since that சர் quite set her 

“against my poor castle 

» “Would to God aie hada little common 
sense, or that she would give her judg- 

ment fair play ! since, at this rate, I shall 
never have a son and heir.” 

“Indeed I fear not; but you seem to 
stand a chance of being scon a widower ; 
since, if she thus gives way to such very 

idle’ terrors, her health must suffer by her 
folly.” 

“Then she must ‘ello the consequence 

of her fretfulness and. cowardice, since I 

cannot attempt to-cure her of such chroni- 

cal complaints, She was accusing me of 
unkindness, a few seconds:before she faint- 

_ed. Now, as I should not wish to have 

any thing to reproach myself with, in case 
she does leave me to mourn her Joss, I will : 
return to: Dormer’s assistance, who, I am 

sorry to say, seemed sQ much less alarmed 
than I was when: I called her in, that I fear 
these fitsare constitutional, ifthey do not 

. partly.arise-from a less pardonable motive ;’” 

VOL. 11. L when,
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window-frames will soon be dashed in, and 

lam sure the waves are rising above the 
terrace-wall. In another minute the sea 

will beat against these. walls.” 
Cecil felt very angry at her thus ane 

ly misconstruing his kind meaning; but, 

fancying she was really unwell, he merely 
assured her ‘that the waves had never,-ex- 

cept during the mest violent: storms, and 

in the depth of. winter, rose above the 
wall; and even when they did, no dan- 
ger could be apprehended from their en- 

croachments; but as Godfrey, laughing- 

iy, said, this room seems to be to you, 
indeed, a blue chambers” alluding to the 

bed and curtains, which were pale blue silk. 

*“ | daresay my terror afforded him great 
amusement, my lord. I. see he does not 

‘like me; and I'am sure I-pity the poor 

woman who falls tothe lot of this second 
-Abomelique, ~with his 115005 வகை சான் 
‘kers,?? | 

Fortunately ர ணண்ணைரு veins to 
tell her ladyship the green room was now 

L3 ready
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ready. for her. reception; and ‘to. ‘inquire 
whether she chose to take any thing to re- 

vive her spirits, or it is more than prob- 
able that Cecil would haveilost all patience 
with her, since he thought his brother the 

_ first of human beings, and loved him much 
better than hedid his wife; when leaving her 

with Mrs, Macleod and Dormer to remove 

into her newsapartment, he’ hastened to 
join the fierce Abomelique, a comparison 

he never freely, forgave his wife, who was 
obliged to acknowledge’ that she might 
have taken the alarm too soon, as Mrs. Mac- 

leod, who-had resided nine-and-forty years 

in’ the castle, had never had her rest 

broken, during that period, by any storm, 
or by any encroachment of the sea; and as’ 

_ She also prevailed upon. the invalid to:take 

a cordial.of her recommending;she gained 

sufficient strength to walk to her new apart- 
ment, merely declaring herabhorrence of go- 

thic mansions, asshe paced the noble galle- 
ry, and her detestation of painted windows ; 
but having allowed the housekeeper,.whom 

she 
ச
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she would not suffer to leave her, to assist 
Dormer in’ putting her to bed, she suffered 
her to let her lord know that she was quite 
recovered, andivery comfortable : the bro- 
thers, therefore,..again wished -each other . 
good-night,. and er their seoR cine 
கனக்க bi 

» Cecil's: ieee havin cop desien 
ஸ்டில் conversing with his brother, who had 
prudently sought tofind: excuses for the 
caprices of the fair bride, he inquired, in 
the ‘kindest manner, : aba she: found her- 

self? ஒடு uly டி “ஒத்தி 

Very much fcc ‘nd very sorry 
a. had ‘occasioned her dear Cecil so much 
alarm and trouble ;|but}:aftervall) this'isa 

“ most uncomfortable abode, since’ ‘a person 

might actually expire before medical ad+ 

vice‘could:-be procured: for them.” 
eootThere:youvare mistaken. »A most‘ex: 
cellent physicianjwho always attended the 
late marquisy resides: in \the -immediate vi- 
cinity, and:Scotch medical men are allow- 
ed. to. be particularly ‘skilful... The first 

A practitioners.
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practitioners in England are of this natiom 
Your favourite Dr. *=** was born and bred. 

on this side of the Tweed.” 

“Agreed; and the most. learned soon 
find their way to England.” 

“ Many still remain beyond, I give you 
my honour; but I did not-think it meces- 

- gary to send for any of them to-night, as 

Dormer seemed perfectly competent: to 

restore you to your senses; and surely you 
will neyer again give way to such imagi- 
nary terrors, else you ‘will positively die a 

~ martyr to fears of your own creation.” 

“* And no matter if Ido, since you seem 

inclined to blame me for what I cannot 

_ avoid. I have not lady Frances’s. boister- 

ous spirits, nor am I so masculine as the” 
countess, 1 only wish I was once more in. 

London, or those environs; there I should. 

not have any thing to alarm me;-and I ‘am 

sure I should soon recover both health 

and. strength, which here I never shall.” — 
- “Then I shall not attempt to persuade 

you to remain, only I would have you re- 

member
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another; and then it was more than prob: « ் 

able they should be separated for ever ; 

but she must and would see her errors be- 

© fore it was too late. She was a most love- 

ly woman; and a young family might be 

of great advantage to both. Her children 

would divide her regard, and would do-- 

mesticate him. : 

Such being his thoughts, the blue chamber 

certainly did break his rest, since even the 
monotonous dashing of the waves did not 

steep his senses in forgetfulness till it was 

broad daylight; and as he soon woke again, 

_ he started up, thinking that a short walk - 

would revive his spirits. The workmen 

were just come. to their labour, and he di- 

rected them to make the alterations lady. 
Clairville had suggested, by way of putting 
her into better humour with his abode. 

He was still talking to the men, when he 

saw-his brother advancing to join him; 
giving him, the meeting, he eagerly ex- 

claimed, as he seized his extended hand 

'— How is the fair Elinor this morning ®”, 

s Very



 



' in the city,or the New-Road, and there 

she may inhale the dust and the refreshing 

smoke of the metropolis | atthe same'time.” 

_ Come, come, she Wishes to weside at 

- Richmond or Twickenham, which are both: 

very pleasant places.’ { eannot suppose her 

remaining here can’ be*prejudicial to her 

health, else I would not press you to pro- 
long your stay; though I own I shall not > 

: enjoy ‘the approaching féie vf you are abe ் 

sent; and, except her ue was at stake, I 
would not move a peg.” at 

«Oh; Godfrey, ‘take. ans man?!’ 

When children, our kind mother tsed to: 

tell me I must keep you out of harm’s=way;. 

by never running into danger myself. T 

have not implicitly obeyed: her’ precepts 

now; but if my having run my head into: 

the fire preyents ‘you from following my. 

example; }shall not mind being a little 

sore. Shewerainly hasitaken a most won- 

.. கொரிய பக் te ‘this castle. Wishing to 

ilily:told her what you 

had 
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had said respecting the blue room, and she 
retorted by.declaring your ஷய whiskers 

reminded her of Abomelique.’” aan 

- Oh, worse and worse! then I am as’ 

ட் upon.the black list as my abode: but 
I thought I had put my whiskers upon the 
peace-establishment when I came home. I 
hope my wife, if ever Ido MANY will not 
be so easily alarmed.” 
“Joking apart, I_ never heard her speak 

very favourably of any body. To youl 

can speak more freely than to my father ; 

and I wish to make you as well acquainted 

with her disposition as I am myself. > Sir 
Charles, she has hinted to. me, has been a- 
severe father ; her sister is his favourite, 

and she has taken advantage of the circum- 

stance. She does not absolutely say she 

dislikes my grandfather Manby,: but she 

owns she wonders I can be upon such in- 
timate terms with him ; my grandmother 
is very well, but no favourite ; and | know 

she is jealous ‘of: you in particular; net. a 
little of Fanny, and rather so of the earl 

“and
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the conversation; and they were propos- - 

ing to extend their walk, when the earl, 

who was a very early: riser, joined them.: 
Cecil related, in very droll terms, டல் 

adventures of the night. 
Lord Monmouth stood amazed at Bi a, 

glaring proof of his daughter-in-law’s folly; ~ 
but*said,; ina gay tone; “At all events, 
Cecil, lady Glairville meant to display her 
regard for you, though, ~perhaps, you 

would have excused stich a proof of her 
tenderness ; but you find she is so happy, 

she is-very unwilling to die?*” And as lord - 
Clairville did not dwell upon’ the:subject, 
the conversation: took-a different turn, till 

they joined the ladies and Lionel in mie 
* breakfast- -room. cee 

_ The countess had learnt ல் had been 

the consequences of lady Clairville’s alarm 
from her woman ; and as she supposed she 
really had been /in fits, she desired to be 
informed, as soon as she rang, when she 

found her’so much better than she’ ex- 
நமல் that she much doubted her having 

been -
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been so ill as she had heard ;: but advised 

her breakfasting in her dressing-room; po= 
litely regretting she had not sooner known — 
her dread of the sea, since she would cer- 
tainly, in that case, have allotted her a dif- 

ferent apartment. : 
The bride was no less polite in return, 

and condemned herself very freely, declar- 
ing she should hardly know how to look 
lord Angus in the face, after turning hin 
out of hisroom, and giving him so much 
trouble. a 

The countess promised to make all the 

‘fequisite civil’ speeches far hex, which she 
told the gentlemen when they came im, 

who were all \happy to hear she was so 

well recovered, and ‘that she had behaved * 

‘sol well. 
The fact was, her grand plan shad” fail 

ed, and, for the present, she resolved to: 

alter her conduct. To render the Mon- 

mouth family her enemies, would be-equal- 

ly rendering -her husband so; she must, 
therefore, change ‘her batteries, and pro- 

ceed:
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saw her husband walking with the countess 

‘and her sister. How. unkind not to have 

visited her before he’went out! yet, were 
she to give way to ill-humour, she foresaw 
she should make bad worse. Perhapshe 

was, even now, complaining of her to his 
odious relations—how {she detested them! 

She resolved, however, to endeavour to 

discover the subject of their discourse; 

therefore, hastening down, she followed 

them along the lawn, and thus learnt that 

they were talking of the Lady of the. Lake, 
and of visiting Loch Katrine: but even 

this did not please her; she was become 

of too little estimation to her husband to 

be even the subject of his conversation; 

dearly, at. some future time, should he pay™ 

for. this marked indifference ; ‘but wishing 

to see how he would receive her, she called 

cut, in a very gay tone, “Suffer me to 

join your party, lady Monmouth.” 

Cecil instantly turned to meet her. “1 
am glad to see you so much recovered, my 

love; a short walk will complete your cure.” 

« | mean



 



 









 


