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BEFORE we proceed to Woodford witlt
lord Clairville, or anticipate his intended
visit there, it may be as well to proceed with
Webster and his party into *** court. The
bride: and bridegroom, of course, took the
lead. As the former was to be their pilot,
Tom wished to have taken his father’s arni,
but he objected to the proposql——he was
as able to walk as he was; he was not fond
of such finikin doings; he hated to sce
men lounging arm in arm. A woman
> VOL. 1I. B might
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might require support, but he desired he
would learn to walk without assistance.
\ océaded%sugh not, peshaps, xﬁ\
\ .\ St '§ rectﬂm&m\
ford-street, till they reached Hanover-
square, where, notwithstanding it was with
“the utmost difficulty the bride kept her
husband upon his legs, he did retain his
senses sufficiently to know his way, and pro-
mised to take them avery short cut through
Soho; and as he was the only one of the
party who had any idea of where they
were, admitting it had been daylight, they
all trusted implicitly to his judgment ; and
he certainly did reach his ewn door about
two o’clock in the morning. <
Mr Bolton,senior, who had beensittingup’
for them, observed that theyhad madeitra-
ther late. Upon glancing hiseyes over the
farmer, he pérceived thathe had rolledafew
timesin the dirt as 1héy came along, but had
fortunately been able to rccover his feet
before he lost sight of his guide. Thomas

not having followed them in, he remained
. for
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he would surely find his way home when
he grew sober. What was the most pro-
voking, he had promised_to be in Finsbu-
ry-square before eleven, and he wished ‘to
have taken the foolish whelp with him,
since he did not know what excuse to .
make for leaving him. behind—he had
certainly never slept in the street.

*“ This was very vnlikely,” Mr. Bolton,
senior, observed; “as the watchmen would
have found him, had he fallen down, and.
conveyed him to- some place of security;
and as he was not at any watch-house he
‘had visited, he thought he must have found
a lodging elsewhere,” promising to renew
his search immediately after breakfast.

But during their meal, just as the clock

" was striking ten, to their great joy, Thomas
walked into the shop, in company with a

- shabby-looking fellow, who, having waited
till the first welcomes were over, presented
the farmer with a bill, in answer to his in-
‘quiry—*“Where did you find my son ?”

Of course he cast his eyes over the scrawl

which
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to provide him and the ladies with a sup-
per, at the risk of never being paid. Now,
pray, Mr. Thomas, have you any recollec-
tion of what passed’ after you were: housed,
or before?”
« I know, sir, that I fell down more than
once, and at last I remember that some-
body picked me up, and dfagge& me into
a house, that they told me was vour’s; but
as for_the supper, I am sure I n‘e;r'er order-
ed “any ; but they certainly forced me to
drink some wine ; and when I woke this
morning, I was surprised to find I was not
here, but in a nasty dark room, where I
could hardly see my hand; so Ifirst thought
of my money, and that was all gone ; and
when I asked where I was, the young wo-
man told me I had been robbed in the
‘sfreet the over-night, and that sheand ano-
ther young lady had found me, and had -
brought me home with them; so 1 got up,
and szid I must go home immediately, be-
cause I knew you would all be very uneasy
about me.’
“ Well, well,” replied the elder Bolton,
h ‘“we
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- <« we will not inquire too minutely into the
business, at least in my shop ; so here, Mr.
I don’t know your name,” holding out two
dbllars,'“ either take those, and go about
your business, or accompany me into Bow-
street ; the office there either is, or soon will
be open—so take your choice; for, by the
God that mrade me, ’tis all I will.give you;
and if you reject my offer, I will sift this
matter to the bottom, and I do not despair,
cunning as you are, of meeting with re-
dress.” - %

« ] agree, sir,” said the fellow, seizing
the money, * that the young fellow did
not know what he was about, and I cans
make my lodgers pay the difference,” hur-
rying away, not relishing the proposed vi-

sit to Bow-street.

“« A pretty kettle of fish you have made
of it, Tom !”’ said Webster; ¢ butTam very
much obliged to you, my dear Mr. Bolton,
for having settled it without going before-
those justices; since this petty freak might,
in that case, have reached my uncle’s, if

: B0 # . not
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not lord Clairyille’s ears; and they have
both been so kind to the good-for-nothing
drunken young rake, I should not like to
have had them Ieam how undeservmg he
is of their bounty What a mercy I had
the hundred pounds bank bill ! Well of
a bad job it might have been worse.’

“You were all much to blame to have

thought of walking home in the situation
you all were,” rejoined Bolton; ¢ 'you in
particular, Charles, ought to have foreseen
that some misfortune would probably be-
fall you. I dare say lord Clairville was
not aware you were all so tipsy.”
- Mrs. Bolton declared my lord had offered
to send for a coach for them ; and she also.
remembered their having met séveral young
women in some passages they bad come
through, who had laughed at them, and.
called them names, :

But as the farmer ought, ere thlS to have
been in Finsbury-square, a coach was sent
for ; and as Thomas could not accompany
him, he agreed to make the best excuse he

could:
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‘recovery_ of Miss Mildmay, left town as
soon as she had breakfasted, leaving Mr,
Manby to follow her in the stage, which
he frequently made use of when she wanted
the carriage. The moment she reached:
home, the old lady sent to inquire how the
fair damsel did, promising ft’o look in upon
Mrs. Nesbitt in the course of an hour, if
the invalid was well enough lo receive
company.

Mrs. Nesbitt, who had been more candid
in her avowals to the old lady than she had
thought proper to acknowledge to lord
Clairville, conceivedthatthis’messageboded
a happy issue to her sister’s complaint, to
whom she repeated it verbatim, and who
readily agreed to receive her much-re-
spected friend in her dressing-room.

Mrs. Nesbitt chose, however, to give her
the meeting in the hall; and the few words
Mrs. Manby contrived to whisper in her
ear before they ascended the stairs, greatly
raised her spirits, since she felt persuaded
that the certainty of being beloved by lord

Clairville
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in her favour, but declared: herself unequal
to any present exertlon.

« With the fine weather your strencrth
will return,” said’ Mrs Nesbltt ‘who pre-
sumed Mrs. Manby had seen lord Angus
since his return to town. This led to her
entering into various details respecting his
Spanish campaign, ‘and the truly fraternal
affection which reigned between him and
her grandson; but having sat for more
than an hour, she talked of departing.

Miss Mildmay, who ¢ould. almost forget:
her complaints while listening to: any dis-
course alluding to:the man upon whom she
had so prematurely bestowed her heart, re-
quested she would sit still; she had not seen:
her for some days, and her conversation:
always revived her spirits, -

¢ Then you will find me hencef'mth a
‘\ery constant visitor ; but I rather expect
a visit from my grandsen this morning : he
told me, when we parted last night, that he
meant, if the weather proved favourable,
toride to Wanstead to see an invalid friend,
! and,
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ped wnh us the very evening he returned
from thence. When I first mennoned, in
answer to his inquiries, your indisposition,
and though I made verg"light’ofit',‘i can
assure you he displayed very great anxiety

_for your fecovéry ; and he questioned me
so particularly respecting your health,
when he saw me yesterday, thatl even told
him I should place his future visitsto Wood-
ford as much to your account as to his re-
gard for me and Mr. Manby.”

The invalid's bloom was still more heigh-
‘tened, while she saifl,  Then I am fearful
you have drawn so flattering a likeness of
me to his lordship, that I ought to remain
upon more distant terms with him than -
ever, for fear he should discover how much
you have misled him by your kind par-
tiality.” @, '

‘At this moment her maid entered with a
very polite message “of inquiry from lord
Clairville, who wished to see Mrs. Manby
in the parlour, where he would not detain
her more than three minutes. :

; : Fhe
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by him who had occasioned it, was a. Agx;eat
velief to the agitated Elinor, who agreed
that a life of dissipation neither suited her
bealth nor her disposition: but her evi-
dent emotion and visible tremor were-
such convincing f}roofs of his power over
her heart, that the young peer wished he
dared have set her mind perfectly at ease at
once, as he read her love in every down=
cast look, and in every varying‘/lin'é of her
expressive countenance ; but he dared nat
alarm her ‘fee]ings, therefore merely en- -
deavoured, by the most delicate insinua-
tions, to convinge her that he felt greatly
interested in her recovery, and that he had
heen very much shocked when he heard of
her illpess.

Mrs. Neshitt was sure her sister wou]d
do very well, ifshe would but exert herself
rather more ; but her fever seemed to have
f2llen wpon her spirits, and this rendered
her very averse to taking even gentle ex-
ercise ; butshe hoped, with Mrs. Manby’s -
assistance, to prevail upon her to pay more

attention
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attention to the advice of her medlcal at-
tendants. ) £

< ] shall also presume to add my en-
treaties to those of my grandmother,” re- °
joined Cecil; “as I.am to the full as anx-
ious to see Miss Mildmay able to enjoy the
society of her numerous frxends, amongst
whom I have long- ventured to rank my-
self.”

Lord Clairville’s countenance was 50 ex-,
pressive of bis feelings, that, for the first
time in her life, the fair Elinor heped he
had not seen her with indifference ; but in
her weak state, the joy this supposed dis-
covery occasioned her proved too much
for her, and she would probably have fallen
off her seat, as her sensss entirely forsook
her, had not the now seriously alarmed
Cecil caught her in his arms, while the
two ladies came to his assistance. Never
having before seen any cue for whom he
felt interested in,such a situation, he at
first feared that she was actually dying, and
that he had unintentionally hastened her

: ) departure,
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have perceived ;. ber joy, you saw, qulte
overcame her; you acted your part admi-

rably; and I trust she will never know that
she is more indebted to your pity thanto

your love for your attentions. Believe me,
1 would not have interfered in‘ the business,
if I had not felt convinced that she was
exactly the wife to suit you: but we must
not be too hasty; her nerves have been
very much shattered, and she 1s delicate to
excess in her notions and ideas. I would

not have hersuspect that even I had guessed

her wishes. You must seem to solicit her
regard, as warmly as if jou could not read
her heart in her eyes, and in every look
she bestows upon you. Well, I can only
say, you will be a very happy man, if the
being adored by your wife can constitute
your felicity.”

¢ It is surely a very g aood foundation for

_ a matrimonial structure,’ > rejoined Cecxl
* «eand asitis said that ‘love begetslove,’ who
knows but that I may be a most doating
husband? But I must pay a few more
friendly

3
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& Posmvely, Elinor, you seem only anx- .
jous to dash your cup of happiness by your
usual melancholy forebodings. You have
hurt your health and depressed your spirits

by fretting, because you fancied that lerd.
Clairville had seen y*oix with in&if{“erencé.‘
His late visit seems to have convinced you
of that error ; but now, with 5'01‘11' usual in-
‘genuity in the art of self-tormenting, you
foresee a thousand ‘obstacles, .and fancy
that his brother will rival his wife in his af-
fections; that his sister will look down
<upon you ; and the earl and countess are, 1
suppose, to complete the climax of these
imaginary evils, to forbid you their house.
Do pray cease to give way to ‘these absurd
fancies. And now let me advise you to lie
down t1}1 dinner, and dream of lord C]alr—
ville ; retiring, and leaving the fair, \but,
as' she justly styled her, self-tormentor, to
seek the repose she so much required.

Meanwhile, little supposing that his mis=
tréss was thus diving into futurity, and al-
ready begmmntr to feel jealous of his

~ beloved
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subject. Have you seen Mr.. Webster thiy.
morning >’ i :

“ Yes; and I learnt from him how very
bountiful you had been towards him and
his booby son, who I sincerely wish was
safe on board his ship ; and if the father
was also an his way nerthward, Ishouldnot
repine. I foresaw you would make them
‘completely tipsy last night. Indeed, Web-
ster acknowledged that he had never been
more completely overtaken. He did not
make his appearance in the square till near
_twelve, and he looked as stupid as an owl.
Thomas is laid up with a severe head-ach ;
however, he is to shew his face at the In-
dia-house to-kmprrow, and I hope their next
visit to me will be to take leave; and I
think it is very unlikely that Thomas and I
should ever meet again, except I live to
the age of old Parr.. The ship in which he
is tosail is to drop down in three days ; and
though it may not be necessary that he '
should go on board before she sails, (which

she
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she may not do this fortnight ), I have made
a point of his going on board the very day
she breaks ground, as that may induce Web-
ster to hasten his departure.” :

Cecil approved of the notion; and as he
feared he might prevent hisreaching Wood-
ford in time for dinner, ifhe made a 1onger
visit, he re-mounted his horse and took the
New Road jome, where, as he expected, he
found Godfrey waiting his return.

“ I am very glad you were able to leave
the fair Elinor so soon, as I began to fear
Ishould be obliged to-proceed into Berke-
ley-square .alone, before I had heard
how you had succeeded. The earl expects
us to dinner, and is no less impatient to
learn what you now" think of Miss Mild-
may.” : ]

“ I can only say, that I do really believe
she has placed her heart in my keeping;
and, in return, I am resolved, if my visit
proves accessary to her recovery, to offer
her my hand ; entering into every detail
the reader is already acquaibnted with,

&5 . dare * |
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¢ As I participated in' your fear,” said
Jord Angus, “I positively walked into
*%¥ court, as soon as you 'set out for
Woodford. Not having decided who to
ask for when I arrived there, I walked into
the shop: a very pleasant-looking elderly
Irjén was behind the counter, of whom I in-

quired if Mr. Webster was at home ?”

¢ No, sir, he is gone intoe Finsbury-
'square ; but my name is Bolton, and as he
Is, at present, my guest, in consequence of
my son having married his daughter, if
you will leave any message for him, you

may depend upon its being punctually de-

livered.’ ‘
I was both pleased and struck with his
~manner and the gay expression of his
countenance, therefore instantly told him

who I was, and what had induced me to
wisit #** court. He instantly invited me
into a small inner room, which he styles
his surgery, and he there entered into so
ludicrous a detail respecting poor Thomas,
that I never laughed more heartily,”
peating

re-
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peatmg what the reader is already acquamt-
ed with ; declaring that he had never been
moreamused. “There was such a fund of hu-
mour and drollery about the old man, and
he seemed so pérfectly to understand the
characters of his guests, I could have hsten-
ed to him for another hour ; but so many
patients dropped in during our short #éfe-
a-téte, 1. reluctantly departed, after re-
questing he would not mention my visit to

the Websters
The earl and lord Clalrvdle had laughed
.till they cried at poor Tom’s mlsfortunes,
and both thought he had, upon the whole,
purchased experience at no very dear rate.
In the height of their glee, they were sum-
moned to tea, and as they had no particular
engagements for the evening, the brothers
spent it en famille, and amused lady
. Monmouth by an account of the Websters.
After which they sat down to whist with
the earl and lady Frances. About ten
o’clock a note was put into Cecil’s hands. As
the direction was written by his grandmo-
: ther,
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~ The countess was very anxious to know
to whom Cecil alluded, but did not renew
the subject; and soon after midnight he
took his leave, when both she and lady
Frances earnestly inquired ¢ what lady had
fallen in love with Cecil ? some friend of
Mrs. Manby’s, they presumed.”

«The earl candidly repeated all he had

learnt from his sons, adding, “I could have
wished Cecil should have married a woman
of higher birth ; yet I have no objection to
make to Miss Mildmay; and I trust she will
effectually prevent him from giving into
any more follies; those he has hitherto
given inte will soon evaporate ; and I am
so anxious to see him domesticated, I re-
joice the Manbys are so eager to promote
this match; but as it may not take place,
since many things may occur to prevent
its completion, for the present it may be
as well not to mention our expectations.”
The ladies perfectly agreed with him.
The countess had seen Miss Mildmay, and

~recollected having admired her; and as sir
Charles:
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Charles was so respectable a man, and his
eldest' daughter was so well married, she
thought, upon the whole, it was a very de-
sirable connexion ; and asit grew late, the
family ‘party separated; when matrimony
being, of course, uppermost in their heads,
Godfrey and lady Frances began seriously
to reflect upon the subject. The former
had as yet never seen any woman upon
whom he would have bestowed his hand,
and he feared that"he should be rather fas-
tidious in his choice, as he wished his wife
to unite every domestic virtue to the high
polish of a woman of the first fashion, as
he should require her to shine as a star of
the first magnitude in the high world, and
yet to appear with no less -advantage in a
domestic circle : while lady Francesthought
Lionel Melbourne was the most amiable,
unaffected young man of fashion she had
yet met with; and had he been a colonel
instead of a cornet, she was convinced her
parents would not object to his alliance.

CHAP.
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“1 don’t know whether you will not
make far the better husband, Godfiey,
though you would not have suited my mis- |
tress. Your being a soldier would, to her,
Ifind, be a very material objection.” :

‘ She is not singular ; though possibly
absence may sometimes revive an expiring
flame, it must be very inimical to the hap-
piness of a woman whoreally loves her bus-
band, particularly when she knows he is
employed in dangérous service; therefore,
perhaps I had better .remain single till T
have attained the rank of general; then I
may repose upon my laurels, and attend
to my family concerns.” .

¢ Well, but will you accompany me to
Blackheath this morning, to see a famous
horse, which a gentleman there wishes to
dispose of, and which I wish, if it answers
to the description I have received, to pur
chase?™ 51

¢ With all my heart; as I have paid all
my ceremonious vxsus, and you will be

ohliged



5 {
MATRIMONY. 45
‘obliged to devote all your time to your
mistress, when once you have passed the
Rubicon—I positively long to see her.”

- “You shall certainly doso ere long; but,
upon my soul, T wish my heart may not
misgive me before I come to the point! I
feel, likea coward in time of danger, very
desperate. I almost wish the farce was
over,and “she had simpered at love, and whis-
pered obey,’ for fear I should recant. When
in her presence, 1 posmvely feel almost in
love with her ; but by thetime Ireach town,
my pity has evaporated, and I only see a
pining love-sick damsel, who may transfer
her vapoﬁrs and low ‘spirits to me, or some
of her complaints, and I shall not shine as a
valetudinarian.”

Godfrey laughed very heartily at his ima-
ginary fears; and the imperial being ready,
he ascended the box with his brother, who
dashed off at his usual rate.

The day was very pleasant for the season,
rather warm; and they reached the place of
their destination without meeting with any

occurrence
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The person he had addressed so uncere-
. moniously was much more amused than of-
fended, and actually pulled up again the
moment he recollected him, calling out, in
answer to his liberal offer, ©“ Come along,
my hearty, I cannot refuse so goodan offer.”
. By this time the two turnpike-men were
shouting with léughter, since it was in
consequence of the farmer having asked
one of them “whether there was any chance
of their meeting with a ceach?” that
he had, in fun, pointed out to what he
called the stage-coach, which was waiting
to drive through the gate; and as the ap-
pearance of the vehicle as it stood, the two
gentlemen upon the box, and the servants
exalted behind, certainly resembled that of
a mail-coach, the farmer had erred very
innocently; but he swore, when he discover-
ed his mistake, that if the fellow dared to
play him such another trick, he would
knock him down at every risk. '
Cecil soon silenced the altercation by

desiring the farmer to get into the carrlage,
and
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‘when, as agreed upon by the brothers, he
jumped down, putting the reins into God-
frey’s hands, whom he hoped weuld be
also requested to alight.

Miss Mildmay gave him a most ﬂattermg‘
xeeeptlon. Gratified vanity is a great im-
prover of looks; and she was too anxious
to secure so valuablea prize, to be deficient

“inany of those minor acts which are such
able female auxiliaries upopr such occa-
sions, and by whichso many men are duped
out of their liberty; and as she fondlyloved

" bim,andsuffered her regard to be pereelved
‘he thought her a most lovely creature, to-
wards whom he could not be sufﬁcnently ,
grateful.

‘¢ Pray s that' lord Angus in whose hands
your lordship has left the reins?*” asked Mrs.
Nesbitt; «if it is, suffer me to request he
will alight, and join eur party.”

Of course no objection was made to this
expected proposal ; and in less than- three
minutes Godfrey wasintroduced to his sis-
ter-in-law elect, who made a much more

favourable
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Godfrey, and as they presumed Lionel
wished to have some conyersation with his.
father before he left town, they suffered
him to take an immediate leave of them,
Godfrey merely desiring to hear from him
" the first leisure moment, i

This the young cornet readily promised; -
and he was no seoner gone than Cecil ex~
claimed, “ Z—ds! I was to have written a.
declaration of my passion to my fair mis-
tress this morning : positively Lionel’s un-
expected return, and the recent occurren-
ces, has made me forget Woodford and its.
inhabitants. 1 am afraid I shall not shine -
asa lover; however, you must assist me in
the arduous task, Godfrey ; since I should.
quite as leave write the next speech for the
king, as every sentence will be weighed.
both by the lady and her relatives, and as
I shall be rejected oraccepted by rule.”

The countess and lady Frances had re~
tired before Cecil recollected his omission,
who resolved to return home to write this

Pfomxsed missive whlle he was full of the
£ h subject,
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mother was not partial to what she: deemed
‘such light reading.” 3
" The countess, anxious to : reimwe the
gloom which pervaded her. 1
presumed she had been adwse@ﬁo ide on:
horseback, as no exercise was nore recom— ‘
mended by the faculty. , ;

« My mother thought it too masculmé
for any delicate woman. My sister is a
good horsewoman; but T was always guid-
ed by the very superiar sense of lady Mild=-
may, who was the decided enemy to all
boisterous sports.”

« Her ladyship mlght not approve of
ladies riding so near London as Woodford,’
or uponany of the greatroads leading to the
'metropblls ; but in the country,. Lam very
partial, even now, to the exermse and you'
wilk probably, during your stay, see me:
exalted upon a pillion behind my son; as [
prefer riding to a carriage in some roads.
Fanny isa capital horsewoman ; and we canx
procure you a safe-footed Shetland poney,.
which will carry you up ‘and’down these

: KD mountains
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- ¢ould you forget.yourself in. sucha dread-
~ ful storm? Do pray let us leave this hotrid
castle to-morrow : 1shall not survive athree
days’ residence here.” '

&

*

She was standmg at the bedside, and as

she had the‘most perfect command of her
countenance, the light she held falling up-
on it, induced Cecil to believe her to be a
prey to the most dreadful terror and alarm.

« For Heaven’s sake, my love, what is
 the matter?” starting up in bed, not sup-
posing it possible that she, was putting on
the terror she seemed to feel, though he
could not conceive what could have thus
alarmed her; since, though the wind was

rather rough, he could not suppese that had -

frightened her, till she assured him it would
be uselessforher to go to bed, asshe should
find it impossible to sleep in such a storm,
since the castle would certainly be either
blown or washed down by the violence of
the waves.

. < Surely, my love, this is giving way to
mere chimeras ; since, positively, till you
: : : talked

1



214 |, MATRIMONY.

talked of a storm, I was not conscious there '
was any wind; but L agree that, upon
listening very attenuve]y, I can hear the
waves beating against the wall, which L
 think a very lulling sound; so ‘do come to
bed, since your present are merely imagi-
nary fears.”

« To oblige you, Cecil, T would do any
thing, unkindly as you have treated meto-
night, since I shall die in your arms ; and
believe me, I do not wish to survive you.”

At this moment as if td' second her.
scheme, one of the wmdows which did not
fit very tight, as the wind sat full in them,
gave a smart rattle ; giving a faint scream,
her artful ladyship fell in so well-counter-
feited a fainting-fit upon the side iof ‘thew |,
bed, that Cecil was complét'ery her dupe,
since, not having a grain of artifice in his
own composition, he had no idea thatany
woman would have thus attempted to
worry and deceive a man she certamly
loved. Her taper she had dextrously con-
trived to extinguish as she fell ; therefore,

by





























































































