














TALE 1, THE BETROTHED. 5

who, like the billows of a retiring tide, rolled on
successively, with noise, fury, and devastation ;
but, on each retreat, yielded ground insensibly to
their invaders.

A union among the native princes might have
aopposed a strong barrier to the encroachments of
the strangers 3 but they were, unhappily, as much
at discord among themselves as they were with
the Normans, and were constantly engaged in pri-
vate war with each other, of which the common
enemy had the sole advantage.

The invitation to the Crusade promised some-
thing at least of novelty to a nation peculiarly ar-
dentin their temper ; and it was accepted by many,
regardless of the consequence which must ensue to
the country which they left defenceless. Even
the most celebrated enemies of the Saxon and
Norman race laid aside their enmity against the
invaders of their country, to envoll themselyves

under the banners of the Crusade.

A 1

these was

Pz d Gwenwyn, ¥ (or
more properly Giwenwynwen, though we retain the
briefer llative,) who inued to ise a

PP

precarious sovereignty over such parts of Powys-
Land as had not been subjugated by the Mortimers,
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Guarines, Latimers, FitzAlans, and other Norman
nobles, who, under various pretexts, and some-
times conteraning all others than the open avowal
of ‘superior force, had severed and appropriated
large portions of that once extensive and inde-
pendent principality, which, when Wales was mn-
happily divided into three parts on the death of
Roderick Maxr, fell to the lot of his youngest son
Mervyn. The und d vesolution and stubl
ferocity of Gwenwyn, descendant of that prince,
had long made him beloved among the “ Tall
men,” or Champions of Wales ; and he was ena-
bled, more by the number of soldiers who served
under him, attracted by his reputation, than by the
natural strength of his dilapidated principality, to
retaliate the encroachments of the English by the
most wasteful inroads.

Yet even Gwenwyn on the present occasion
seemed to forget his deeply sworn hatred against
his dangerous neighbours. The Torch of Pen-
gwern, (for so Gwenwyn was called, from his fre-
quently laying the province of Shrewsbury in con-
flagration,) seemed at present to burn as calmly asa
tapér in the bower of a lady ; and the Wolf of Plin-
limmon, another name with which the bards had
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graced Gwenwyn, now slumbered as peacefully as
the shepherd’s dog on the domestic hearth.

But it was not alone the eloquence of Baldwin
or of Gerald wlich had lulled into peace a, spirit
sorestless and fierce. It is true, their exhortations
had done more towards it than Gwenwyn's fol-
lowers had thought possible. The Archbishop
had induced the British Chief to break bread, and
to mingle in sylvan sports, with his neavest, and
hitherto one of his most determined enemies, the
old Norman warrior Sir Raymond Berenger, who,
sometimes beaten, sometimes victorious, but neyer
subdued, had, in spite of Gwenwyn's hottest in-
cursions, maintained his Castle of Garde Dolou-
reuse, upon the marches of Wales ; a place strong
by nature and well fortified by art, which the
‘Welch prince had found it impossible to conquer,
cither by open force or by stratagem, and which,
remaining with a strong garrison in his rear, of-
ten checked his 1 ions, by rendering his re-
treat precarious.

On this account, Gwenwyn of Powys-Land had
an hundred times vowed the death of Raymond
Berenger, and the demolition of his castle ; but the
policy of the sagacious old warrior, and his per-
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fect experience with all warlike practice, were such
as, with the aid of his more powerful country-
men, enabled him to defy the attempts of his fiery,
neighbour. Ifthere wasa man, therefore, throngh-
out England, whom Gwenwyn hated more than
another, it was Raymond Berenger ; and yet the
good Archbishop Baldwin could prevail on the
Welch prince to meet him as a friend and ally in
the cause of the Cross. He eveninvited Raymond
to the autumn Tospitality of His Welch palace;
where the old knight, in all honourable courtesy,
feasted and hunted for more than a week in the
dominions of his hereditary foe.

To requite this hospitality, Raymond invited
the Prince of Powys, with a chosen but limited
train, during the ensuing Christmas, to the Garde
Doloureuse, which some antiquarians have endea-
voured to identify with the Castle of Colune, on
the river of the same name: But the length of
time, and some geographical difficulties, throw
doubts upon this ingenious conjecture.

As the Welclman crossed the draw-bridge, he
was observed by his faithful bard to shudder with

; nor did Cadwall expe-
rienced as he was in life, and well acquainted with
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the character of his master, make any doubt that
he was at that moment strongly urged by the ap-
parent opportunity, to seize upon the strength
which had been so long the object of his cupidity,
even at the expense of violating his good faith.

Dreading lest the struggle of his master’s con-
science and his ambition should terminate unfa-
vourably for his fame, the bard arrested his at-
tention by whispering in their native language,
that ¢ the teeth which bite hardest are those which
are out of sight ;7 and Gwenwyn looking around
him, became aware that, though only unarmed
squires and pages appeared in the court-yard, yet
the towers and battlements connecting them were
garnished with archers and men-at-arms.

They proceeded to the banquet, at which
Gwenwyn, for the first time, beheld Eveline Be-
renger; the sole child of the Norman castellane,
the inheritor of his domains and of his supposed
wealth, aged only sixteen, and the most beautiful
damsel upon the Welch marches. Many a spear
had already been shivered in maintenance of her
charms; and the gallant Hugo de Lacy, Con-
stable of Chester, one of the most redoubted war-
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ful form of Eveline, on her white palfrey, was ba-
nished from the train of sportsmen. In short, he
hesitated no longer, but took into his confidence his
chaplain, an able and sagacious man, whose pride
was Hattered by his patron’s communication, and
who, besides, saw in the proposed scheme some con-
tingent advantages for himself and his order. By
his counsel, the proceedings for Gwenwyn's divoree

were d under fs ble auspices, and the
unfortunate Brengwain was removed to a nunnery,
which perhaps she found a heerful habitati

than the lonely retreat in which she had led a ne-
glected life, ever since Gwenwyn had despaired of
her bed being blessed with issue. Father Hugo also
dealt with the chiefs and elders of the land, and
T d to them thead ge which in future
wars they were certain to obtain by possession of
the Garde Doloureuse, which had for more than
a century covered and pi d a iderabl
tract of country, rendered their advance difficult,
and their retreat perilous, and, in a word, prevent-
cd their carrying their incursions as far as the gates
of Shrewsbury. As for the union with the Saxon
damscl, the fetters which it was to form might not













TALE L, THE BETROTHED. 17

when it was become nearly dark, by the open win-
dow of a gnard-room, usually occupied by some
few of his most celebrated soldiers, who velieved
each oﬂlcr% watching his palace, he heard Mor-
gan, a man distinguished for strength, courage,
and ferocity, say to the companion with whom he
was sitting by the watch-fire, “ Gwenwyn is turn-
ed to a priest, or a woman! When was it before
these last months, that a follower of his was obliged
to gnaw the meat from the bone so elosely, as I am
now petling the morsel which I hold in my hand?

¢ Wait but a while,” replied his comrade, ** till
the Norman match be accomplished ; and so small
will be the prey we shall then drive from the Saxon
churls, that we may be glad to swallow, like hun-
gry dogs, the very hones themselves.”

Gywenwyn heard no more of their conversation ;
but this was enough to alarm his pride as a sol-
dier, and his jealousy as » prince. He was sensi-
ble, that the people over whom he ruled were at
once fickle in their disposition, impatient of long
Tepose, and full of hatred against their neighbours ;
and he almost dreaded the consequences of the

inactivity to which a long truce might reduce
VOL. 1, B
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Romans. Most added a wood-knife or poniard ;
and there were store of javelins, darts, bows and
arrows, pikes, halberds, Danish axes, and Welch
hooks and bills; so, in case of ill-blood arising
during the banquet, there was no lack of weapons
toswork mischief.

But although the form of the feast was some-
what disorderly, and that the revellers were un-
restrained by the stricter rules of good breeding
which the laws of chivalty imposed, the Easter
banquet of Gwenwyn possessed, in the attendance
of twelye eminent bards, one source of the most
exalted pleasure, in a much higher degree than
the proud Normans could themselves boast. The
latter, it is true, had their minstrels, a race of
men trained to the profession of poetry, song, and
music; but although those arts were highly ho-
noured, and the individual professors, when they
attained to eminence, were often richly rewarded,
the order of minstrels, as such, was held in low
esteem, being composed chiefly of worthless and
dissolute strollers, by whom the art was assumed,
in order to escape from the necessity of labour, and
tohave the means of pursuing a wandering and dis-
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Prince of Powys in other language than that of
Britain! and well was the hour, when that alone
was spoken from Tintadgel to Cairleoil.”

Gwenwyn only replied to him with an angry
glance.

¢ Where is Father Hugo ?” said the impatient
prince. :

¢ TTe assists in the church,” replied one of his
attendants, * for it is the feast of Saint—="

¢« Were it the feast of Saint David,” said Gwen-
wyn, and were the py..t between his hands, he
must come hither to me instantly !

One of the chief henchmen sprang off. to com-
mand his attendance, and, in themeantime, Gen-
wyn eyed the letter containing the secret of his fate,
but which it required an interpreter to read, with
such eagerness and anxiety, that Caradoc, elated by
. his former success, threw in a few notes to divert,
if possible, the tenor of his patron’s thoughts du-
ring the interval. A light and lively air, touch-
ed by a hand which scemed to hesitate, like the

bmissive voice of an inferior, fearing to inter-
rupt his master’s meditationg, introduced a stanza
or two applicable to the subject.”
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he himself became an auditor instead of a speak-
er, and Cadwallon, not the Prince, seemed to be-
come the central point of the assembly, on whom
all eyes were bent, and to whom each ear was
turned with breathless eagerness, as if his strains
were the responses of an oracle.

““We wed not with the stranger,—thus burst
the song from the lips of the poet. ¢ Vortigern
wedded with the stranger ; thence came the‘ﬁrst
woe upon Britain, and a sword upon hernobles, and
a thunderbolt upon her palace. We wed not with
the enslaved Saxon—the free and princely stag
seels mot for his bride the heifer whose neck the
yoke hath worn. We wed not with the rapacious
Norman—the noble hound scorns to seek a mate
from the herd of ravening wolves. When was it
heard that the Cymry, the descendn.uts of Brute,
the true children of the soil of fair Brltum, were
plundered, oppressed, bereft of their birth-right,
and insulted even in their last retreats ?—when,
but since they stretched their hand in friendship
to: the stranger, and clasped to their bosoms the
daughter of the Saxon? Which of the two is fear-
ed #—the empty water-course of summer, or the

VOL. 1. c






TALE I, THE BETROTHED. 35

not without a glance of indignation at his trium-
phant rival, who had so judiciously reserved his
display of art for the theme of war, that was ever
most popular with the audience.

The chiefs resumed their seats no longer for
the purpose of festivity, but to arrange in the
hasty manner customary among these prompt war-
riors the point ‘on which they were to assemble
their forces, which, upon such occasions, compre-
-hended almost all the able-bodied males of the
country,—for all, excepting the priests and the
bards, were soldiers,—and to settle the order of
their descent upon the devoted ‘marches, where
they proposed to signalize, by general ravage, their
sense of the insult which their prince had recei-
ved, by the rejection of his suit.
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gallant followers and adherents, and taken such
modes of procuring intelligence of the enemy’s
strength and motions as were in his power, at
length ascended the watch-tower of the castle, to
obserye in person the country around, already ob-
scured in several places by the clouds of smake,
which announced the progress and the ravages of
the invaders. He was speedily joined by his fa-
vourite squire, to whom the nnusual heaviness of
his master’s looks was cause of much suiprise, for
till now they had ever been blithest at the hour
of battle. The squire held in his hand his mas-
ter’s helmet, for Sir Raymond was all armed, sa-
ving the head,

¢ Dennis Morolt,” said the veteran soldier, ¢ are -
our vassals and liegemen all mustered 2"

¢ All, noble sir, but the I‘lemmgs, who are not
yet come in.”

*¢ The lazy hounds, why tarry they?” said
Raymond. * IlL policy it is to plant such sluggish
natures in our borders. They are like their own
steers, fitter to tug a plough than for aught that
requires mertle.”

 With your favour,” said Dennis, * the knaves
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The monk’s beads passed meanwhile rapidly
through his hands, but many an expression of
military impatience mingled itself with his orisons:
He could not conceive the cause why each suc-
cessive throng of mountaineers, led under their
different banners, and headed by their respective
‘hieftains, was permitted, without i ption, to
pass the difficult defile, and extend themselves
in battle array on the near side of the bridge,
while the English, or rather Anglo-Norman ca-~
valry, remained stationary, without so much as
laying their lances in rest. There remained, he
_ thought, but one hope—one only rational expla-
nation of this unaccountable inactivity—this vo-

. luntary surrender of every advantage of ground,
when that of numbers was so dously on the
side of the enemy. Father Aldrovand concluded,
that the succours of the Constable of Chester,

. and other T.ord Marchers, must be in the im-
mediate vicinity, and that the Welch were only
permitted to pass the river without “opposition,
that their retreat might be the more effectually
cut off, and their defeat, with a deep river in
their rear, rendered the more signally calamitous.

VOL. 1 G E
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As she spoke, Rose entered the chapel with the
same vivacity she had shewn in leaving it, lead-
ing by the hand her father, whose sluggish
though firm step, vacant countenance, and heavy
d formed the i to the
rapidity of her motions, and the anxious anima-

tion of her address. Her task of dragging him
forward might have reminded the spectator of
some of those ancient monuments on which a small
cherub, singularly inadequate to the task, is often
represented as hoisting upward towards the em-
pyrean the fleshly bulk of some ponderous tenant
of the tomb, whose disproportioned weight bids
fair to render ineffectual the benevolent and spi-
rited exertions of its fluttering guide and assist-
ant.

¢ Roschen—my child—what grieves thee?”
said the Netherlander, as he yielded to his daugh-
ter's violence with a smile, which, being on the
countenance of a father, had more of expression
and feeling than those which seemed to have made
their constant dwelling upon his Tips.

 Here stands my father,” said the impatient
maiden ; *“impeach him with treason, who can or

.
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she used the langunage of chivalry, by whose rules
the meanest of that nation regulated, or affected
to regulate, his actions. The English she remind-
ed of their good faith and honesty of heart ; and
to the Flemings she spoke of the:destruction of
their property, the fruits of their honest ind:my.
To all she proposed vengeance for the death of
their leader and his followers—to all she recom-
mended confidence in God and Our Lady of the
Garde Dol ;3 and she d to assure
all; of the strong and victorious bands that were
already in march to their relief.

* Will the gallant champions of the cross,”she
said, ¢ think of leaving their native land, while
the wail of women and of orphans is in their ears?
—it were to convert their pious purpose into mor-
tal sin, and to derogate from the high fame they
have so'well won. Yes—fight but valiantly, and
perhaps, before the very sun that is now slowly
rising shall sink in the sea, you will see it shining
on the ranks of Shrewsbury and Chester. When
did the Welchmen wait to hear the our of
their trumpets, or the rustling of their 8itken ban-
ners ? Fight bravely—fight freely but a while !~
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pelled to retreat, they seemed to adopt & new and
yet more harassing species of attack. A large body
assaulted one exposed point of the fortress with
such fury as to dvaw thither as many of the be-
sieged as could possibly be spared from other de-
fended posts, and when there appeared a point
less strongly manned than was adequate to de-
fence, that in its turn was furiously assailed by a
separate body of the enemy.

Thus the defenders of the. Garde Doloureuse
resembled the embarrassed traveller engaged in
repelling a swarm of hornets, who, while he brush-
es them from one part, fix in swarms upon an-
other, and dvive him to despair by their numbers,
and the holdness and multiplicity of their attacks.
The postern, being of course a principal point of
attack, Father Aldrovand, whose anxiety would
nof, permit him to be absent from the walls, and
who, indeed, where decency would permit, took an
oceasional share in the active defence of the place,
hasted thither as the point chiefly in danger.

Here he found the Fleming, like a second Ajax,
Brim with dust and blood, working with his ewn
“hands the great engine which he had lately help-

VOL. 1. K
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fallen by a death so bloody ! —One question T
would ask you, noble sir. My father’s remains—"
She paused, unable to proceed.

« An hour will place them at your disposal,
most honoured lady,” replied the squire, in the
tone of sympathy which the sorrows of 50 young
and so fair an orphan called irresistibly forth.
« Such preparations as time admitted were ma-
king even when T left the host, to transport what
was mortal of the noble Berenger from the field
on which we found him, amid a monument of
slain’which his own sword had raised. My kins-
man’s yow will not allow him to pass your port-
eullis; but, with your permission, T will repre-
gent hiim, if such be your pleasure, at these ho-
noured obsequies, having charge to that effect.”

“« My brave and noble father,” said Eveline,
making an cffort to restrain her tears, < will be
best mourned by the noble and the brave.” She
would have continued, but her‘voice failed her,
and she was obliged to withdraw abruptly; in ‘or-
der to give vent to her sorrow, and prepare for
the funeral rites with such ceremony as circum-
stances should permit. Damian bowed to the de-
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to what you were saying about your mourning
wares even now #—1It is a sad truth, that my poor
lord is gone—But what then ?—Well-a-day, you
know the good old saw,—

Cloth must we wear,

Tat beef and drink beer,

Though the dead go to bier.
And for your merchandizing, T am as like to help
you with my good word as Manmnerly Margery,
providing you bid fair for it; since, if the Jady
loves me not so much, I can turn the steward
round my finger.”

¢ Take this in part of your bargain, pretty
Mrs Gillian,” said the merchant; * and when
my wains come up, I will consider you amply, if
I get good sale by your favourable report.—But
how shall T get into the castle again ? for I would
wish to consult you, being a sensible woman, be-
fore T come in with my luggage.”
 Why,” answered the complaisant dame, *if

our English be on guard, you have only to ask
for Gillian, and they will open the wicket to any
single man at once 3 for we English stick all toge-

ther, were it but to spite the Normans ;—but if a
9
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“ Peace, Rose,” said her lady; * you ave over
malapert to talk thus to the Lord Constable.—
And you, my lord,” she continued, permit me
now to depart, since you are possessed of my an-
swer to your present proposal. I regret it had
not been of some less delicate nature, that by
granting it at once, and without delay, I might
have shewn my sense’of your services.”

The lady was handed forth by the Constable of
C]léster, with the same ceremony which had been
observed at their entrance, and she returned to
her own castle, sad and anxious in mind for the
event of this important conference. She gathered
closely around her the great mourning veil, that
the alteration of her might not be
observed ; and, without pausing to speak even to
Tather Aldrovand, she instantly withdrew to the
privacy of her own hower.
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said Rose, ** you should find it a smooth one—
ay, an honest and straight one, to hoot.”

« How mean you, maiden ?” said Eveline.

« T would have you,” answered Rose, * recal
* the encouragement—the consent, T may almost
call it, you have yielded to this proud Baron. He
is too great to be loved himself—too haughty to
love you as you deserve. If you wed him, you
wed gxlded misery, and, it may be, dishonour as
well as discontent.”

« Remember, damsel, his services towards us.”

« His services 7 answered Rose. * He ven-
tured his life for us, indeed, but so-did every sol-
dier in his host. And am I bound to wed any
ruffling blade among them; because he fought when'
the trumpet sounded ? I wonder what is the mean-
ing of their devoir, as they callit, when it shames
them not to claim the highest reward woman can
bestow, merely for discharging the duty of a gen-
tleman by a di d A gentl said
1 ?—~The coarsest boor in Flanders would hardly
expect thanks for domg the duty of a man by
women in such a case.”

* But my father’s wishes 7"

“ They had reference; without doubt, to’ the
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most guiltless—so unhiappy, that the breach of
the dyke, and the inundation in which she pe-
rished, were, but for my sake, to her welcome cs
night to the weary labourer. She had a heart
like yours, formed to love and be loved ; and it
would be doing honour to yonder proud Baon,
to say he had such worth as my father’s. —th
was she most unhappy. O ! my sweet lady, be
warned, and break off this ill-omened match!?
Eveline returned the pressure with which the
affectionate girl, as she clung to her hand, enfor-
ced her well-meant advice, and then muttered,
with a profound sigh,—* Rose, it is too late”
* Never—nevyer,” said Rose, looking engerly:
round the room. ** Where are those writing m-
terials —L.et me fetch Father Aldrovand, andin-
struict Him of your pleasure—or, stay, the good fu-
ther hath himself an eye on the splendours of tllie .
world which hie thinks ie has abandoned—he will
be no safe secretary.—1I will go myself'to the Lord
Constable—me his rank cannot dazzle, or his |
wealth bribe, or his power overawe. I will tell
him he doth no knightly part towards you, 0
press his contract with your father in such an
hour of helpless sorrow—no pious part, in delay- :
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-

hag is churlish of her hospitality. Broach a piece
of wine, for I warrant their gentle stomachs brook
no ale.”

Berwine, her huge bunch of keys nglmg at
her girdle, withdrew to give the y direc-
tions, and presently returned, Meanwhile Ermen-
garde proceeded to question her niece more close-
ly. *Isit that thou wilt not, or canst not, tell me
to which of the De Lacys thou art to be bondswo-
man ?—to the overweening Constable, who, sheath-
edin imp hle armour, and d on a swift
and strong horse, as invulnerable as himself, takes
pride that he rides down and stabs at his case,
and with perfect safety, the bare and dismounted
‘Welchmen ?—or is it to his nepheyw, the beardless
Damian ?—or must thy possessions go to mend a
breach in the fortunes of that other cousin, the
decayed reveller, who can no longer ruffle it among
the debauched crusaders for want of means ¢"

% My honoured aunt,” replied Eveline, natu-
rally displeased with this discourse, * to none of
the Lacys, and T trust to none other, Saxon or
N , will your ki become a house-
hold drudge. There was, before the death of my
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tions, all intimating that she lak d under a
violent shock sustained from some alarming cause.

Dame Gillian had no sooner recovered some
degree of self-possession, than her curiosity be-
came gctive in proportion. * What means all
this 7 she said to Rose ; * what has been doing
among you £

T do not know,” replied Rose.

¢ If you do not,” said Gillian, < who should 7
—Shall T call the other women, and raise the
house 7

# Not for your life,” said Rose, * ill my lady
is able to give her own orders ; and for this apart-
ment, so helpme Heaven, as T will do my best to
discover the secrets it contains !—Support my
mistress the whilst.”

So saying, she took the lamp in her hand, and
crossing her brow, stepped boldly across the mys-
terious threshold, and holding up the light, sur-
\vcyedb the apartment.

It was merely an old vaulted chamber, of very
moderate dimensions. In one corner was an imsge
of the Virgin, rudely cut, and' placed above A
Saxon font of curious workmanship. There were

-
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