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all her tinge must be employed butall her
' money devoted %o this one object? No-
thing but the clippings and parings from
her personal adomments could enable her
to supply the *demands of charity ; and
tlgese sacrifices,e it is evidept she is not dis-
* posed to make. z
.+ Aother inducement. suggested to me
was, that these young ladies would make

* the better® wives, because they had never

' bgen corrupted by the expensive pleasures
of London, and had hot been spoilt by the
gay scenes of dissipation which it afforded. ,

- Thisargument would have weighed power-

*fully thh me, had I not observed, that they

" never ab§ta1ned from any amusement in the
country that cume within their reach.

« ‘Inaturally inferred, that she who eagerly
grasped atevery petty provincial dissipation,
woudd with increased alacrity have plunged
ifito the more alluring gaieties of the metro-
polis had it been in L hergpoter, I thoug]ft
she had even less apology to plead than the
town lady; the fault was equal, while the

VOL. I. C temp-
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stemptation was less; and she who was s
dissipated as her limited boungs permitted,

where there was Tittle to attract, woyld,d -

feared, be as dissippated ‘as she possibly
¢ :
could be, when her temptations wer%le

tiplied, and her facilities intreased.
 J had met with severg] young ladles of
2 hlgher description, daughters of oug coun-*,
try gentlemen, a class which furmshes a

number of valuable and elegant women.

Some of these, vq)mm Lknew, seemed un-
exceptionable in manner and in mind.
¢ They had seen something of the world,
without havmg been spoilt by it; had read
with advantage and acquitted themgelves
well in the duties which they had been
called to practise. But I'was withheld
from cultivating that deg

ree of mtlmacy °
which would have enabled me to take an

exact messure of their minds,by the infunc~
non of my father, that I would nev

taeh mysef to any woman till I had seen
and consulted Mr. Stariley. This direction,
which, like all his wishes, wasa law t6 me,

operated
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churches, ne:one knew whether yor wentor
mot,and whereno scandal was givenno harm
avas done.” As this was a logic which had
ot found its way into my father’s religion,
§ was not convinced by it. I remember Mr.
‘Burke, speaking ef the English, who were
so humane at home, and whom he unjustly
accused of wanting humanity in India, -
says, “ that the humanity of Brltam is a
humamty of points and parallels Surely
the rellgmn of the gentlemen in question is
ot less a geographical distinction.

¢ This error, I conceive, arises from =eli-
gion being te much considered as a mere

; ms'tltutmn of decorum, of convention, of
socxety., and not as an institution feunded
.on the.condition of human nature, a cove-
nant:of mercy for repairing the evils which
sin has produced. It springs from the want
of a conviction that christiani‘y is an m-
dividual as well as general concern; that
religion is a personai thing, previous to%
being a matter of example; that a man is
not infallibly saved or lost as a portion ef

any




any fam’.i]y,' of any church, or any ‘com=
munity; bdt that as he is individually re-
spohsible, he must be individually brought
to a deep an® humbling sense of his own-
personal wans, without taking: anty refuge-
‘in the'piety he may see around him; of
* whichhe will h#ve no- beneﬁt if he b€ no-
o partaker.: S :
: I regretted, even for inferior reasons, the
little distinction which was pala’to the sa=
ered day. To say mothilg of the elevatmor
views which the soul acquires from devoting,
itsdlf to its proper object;' the man of bu-
s siness, methinks, should-re‘}owe in its re
turri the politician should weleonlie it3
appearance, a0t only asa rest from anxjety
«nd labour, but as an occasion of cgoling
dnd quieting ¢he mind, of softening its
irhitation; of: allaying its ferment and- thus
restoring: the repaired: faculties and invigos
rated spirits to the degnehds of the sucgled-
ing week, in a frqme of increased aptitude .
for meeting 1ts difficulties and encounterz--
ing its duties.
o The first person whom T visited wasa |
» P oo goéd-*“
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goad-natured, friendly man, whom I had
-occasionally seen in the Norths As I had
no reason to beheve that he was rehglous
in the true sense of the word; I had no in-
tention of looking for a wife i Jn his famlly.
1 however, thoucr°ht it not am.es to asso~
ciate a little with personstof different de-
scriptions, that by a'wider range I inight
learn to correct my general judgment, as
well 43 ®o guide my particular pursuit.
Nothing it is tru would tempt me to se-
ltct a woman on whose pious chsposutlom
I could not form a reasonable dependence:
yet to come at the reality of those dispo-
sitions was no easy matter. <
I bad heard.any father remark, that ‘he

had, more than once, known a right-minded
gurl, who seemed to have been first taught
of heaven, and afterwards supported i brer
‘Christian Qourse under almost every human
dls&dvantagve, who J)Oldly, but meekly,
maintained her own pm}mplea, under all

_ the hourly temptations and opposition of a
worldly and irreligious family,and who had
given the best evidenge of her piety towards _

; ' God,
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God, by* her pattent forbearance towards
her erring filends. Such women had made
admirable wives when they were after—
wards transglanted into families where
their virtues were understood, and their
‘piety cherisRed. Whtle, on the other
* hand, he had kypown others, who acgus-
¢ tomed from childhood to the sober habits
of family religion, under pious but injudi-
cious parents, had fallen in mechanically
with the domestic pragtices, without ha-
ving "ever been instructed in Christian’
prénciples, or having ever manifested an¥
religious tendencies. The implantation of
a new principle never having been incul--
cated, the religious habit has degenerated
dnto a mere form, the parents acting as if
they thought_that religion must cole by
nature or mfectlon in a religious family.
These girls, ‘having never ha®l their own
hearts impressed, nor their own charagters
dlstmctly considered, nor individually cul-
tlvated but being taken out as aportxon
from the mass, have afterwards taken the
cast and colour of any society into which
T4 : they
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_they have happened to be thrown ¢ and they
who before had lived religiously with the
rehfnous, have afterwards assimilated.with
the gay and dissipated, when thus thrown
mto their éom'p‘a.uy, as cordially as if they
had never been habituated t6 better things.
- At dinner there appgared two pretty

;looking Eoung ladies, daughters of my *

friend, who had been some time a widower.

I placed myself between them, for the pur-

pose of prying a dittle into their minds,
while the rest of the companv were eon-
tversing on indifferent subjects. Haii ing

formerly heard :gh,is gentleman’s deceased \

wife extolled as the mirror of managers,
and the arrangements of his table highly
commended, I was surpnsed to see it so
ill appointed, and every thing wearing
marks of palpable inelegance. T hough
no epicure,»1 could not forbeaw observing

' that many of the dxshes were out of sea-
son,cull chosen, and 11rdressed :

. While I was puzzling'my head for a so-
lation, I recollected that I had lately read
in a most respectable periodical work;, a pa-

(] pex o
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per (comp.osed I beheve, however by araw:

¢ recruit of that we’l disciplined corps) which

@

insisted that nothing tended to make ladies
30 useless and inefficient in the menage as
 the study of the *dead languages. I.jumped
to, the conclusien, and w3s in an instant:
persuaded that fy young hostesses must
pot dnly be perfect maistresses of Latm,
but the tout ensemble was so ill arranged
«as to indute me to: give them full credit

¢ for Greek also.

Finding, therefore,’that my appetite was
bautked; I took comfort in the-certainty:
that my understanding would be well rega~
led; andafter secretly regretting that learn-
ing should so effectually destroy usefulndss,
I-was resolved to derive intellectual. comfort

«fro this too classical repast. Furning spd-

denly to the eldest lady, I asked her at once
if she did not think Virgil the finest poetin
the world.  She blushed, and™ thus cen
firmed me in the opinios tifat her modesﬁ :
was equal to her erudition. I repeated my
question with a little circumloeution. . She
C & stared

S °
°
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stared and said she had never heard of the |
person I mentioned, but that she had read * ¢
"Tears of Sensibility, and Rosa Matllda, apd*
Sympathy of Souls, and Too Civil by Half,
and the Sorrows of Werter,and the Stran-
ger, and the Orphans of Svewden. 4
“Yes,sir,” joinedin thé younger sister, *

Gho did not rise to so hlgh a pitch of htera—

ture, “ahd we have read Perfidy Pumshed
~ and Jemmy and Jenny Jessamy, and the*
Fortundte Footman, and the Hlustrious *
Chambermaid.” * I Blushed and stared in
, mytarn; andheretheconversatxon th{-ough\
the difficulty of our being intelligible to
each other, drépped; and Iam persuaded:
that I sunk much lower in their esteem for
not being acquainted withe their favonte
authors, than they did in mine for ‘h‘avfng ‘
never heard of Virgil. « ¢
- T rose from the table with a fuall cofivic-
tion that it is very possible for a woman to
be totally igriotant of the ordinary but in-
dispensable duties of common life without
knowing one word of Latin; and that her

being
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being a,bad companion is no infallible
proof of Her bemg a good economist.

I am afraid the poor father saw some-
thmg of my disappointment in my coun-
tenanee, for: %hen we were alone in' the
gvening, he observed, that a heavy addition
to his other causes of regret for the loss of
hls #vife, was her ‘excellent management of
* his famﬂy I found afterwards, that though

+ she had brought him_a great fortune, she
had a very low education. ' Her'father, &
coarse country esquire, fo whom the plea- -
surey” of the table were the only pleasures,
for which he had any relish, had no other

« ambition for his daughttr, but that she
should be the most famous- housewife in

_ the country.s He gloried i her culinary
perfections, which he understood; of the
deficiencies of* her mind he had not the
least perception. Money and goed eating,
-he owned, were the only things in life
which had a real mtl insié value; the vajue
of all other thmgs, he declared, existed in

the imagination only.
c6 The:

© )
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The poor lady, wh:an she became a mo-
ther, and was brought out ‘into the world, :
felt keenly the deficiencies of her own edu-
cation. The dread of Scylla, as is usual
wrecked her on Charybdis. ¢ Her first. re-
solution, as soon as she had (:}aughters, was
that they should learn every thing. All the {
masters who teach thing§ of little intrinsic :
use were extravagantly paid for supernu- -
merary attendance and as no one in the .
family whs capable of judging of their im-
provements, theif progress was but slow.

. Though they were taught much, they ¢ ‘eamt
but little, even of these unnecessary thmgs ;
and of things necessary they learnt nothing, o
Their well-intentioned mother was’ not
aware that her daughters’ education ‘was
almost as much caleulated to gratify the
senses, though in a different way, and with-
more apparent refinement, as her own kad
been; and ‘that mind is left nearly as much

: oxft of the questzs:x in making an ordmary
artist as in making a good cook.

CHAP,
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«CHAP. 1V.

¢ F ROM my fondness for tonversation, my
Imagination had keen early fired with r.
< Johnsen’s remark, that there is no pleasure
« on earth comparable to the fine full flow
« _of London-talk. 1,who,since I had quitted
college, had seldom had my mind refreshed,
but with the petty rills and penurious
strefms_of knowlege which country so-*
. ciety afforded, now expected to meet it
in astrong and rapid current, fertilizing
wherever it flowed, prodqcing in abun-
dance the rich fruits of argument, and the
gay flowers of rhetoric. I looked for an
uninterrupted course of profit and delight.
I flattered fnyself that every dinner would
add to my stock of ng_ggeg; that every
debate would clear up some difficalty,
every discussion elucidate some truth; that
every allusion would be purely classical,

1 every

()
2
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every sentence abound with mstructxon,
and every period be pointed with wit.

-On the tiptoe of expectation I went tor
dine with Sir John Belfield, in Caven'dlsh-
square. I looked at my walch fifty times.
I thought it would never be six oclocli.
1 did not care to shew my country br eed-
ing, by going too early, %o incommode my‘
friend, nor my town breeding, by“ going
too late, and spoiling his dinner. «Sir John
is a valuable, elegant minded man, and,
next to Mr. Staniey, stood highest in my
father’s esteem for his mental accomgplish-

“ ments and correct morals. ~ As I knew he
was remarkable for assembling at his table «
mencof sense, taste, and learning, m§ ex-
pectations - of ,pleasure werg very h’igh.
« Here, at least,” said I, as I heard the
name of one clever man announced after
another, “here, atleast, I cannot fail to find:

- The feast of reason and the ﬂm; of soul.

Heére, at least; ali~he ene):gles of my mind
w111 be brought mto- exerclse From flns

the i unprovement of 1 my taste, 1 shall trea-

e sure: o
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sure up hints to ‘enr'rf:h my understanding,
and collectaphdrismsfor the conductof life.”

At first there was no fair opportunity to
introduce any conversation beyond the to-
pics of the dgy, and to those, it must be
confessed, thig eventful Ee_riod gives a new

. and powerful interest. I should have been -
. muth pleased to have had my country po-
" Jitics Tectified, and any prejudices, which
I might-have contracted, removed or soft-
ened,could the discussion have been carried
“on without the fiequeht interruption of
the ,oungest man in the company. This
gentleman broke in on every remark, by
4escantmg successively son the merits of
the various dishes ; and, if it be true that
experlence only can deteymine the judg-

‘ment, he gave proof of that best rlght to
peremptory decision, by not trusting to
delusive theory, but by actually eating of
every dish at table.

His animadversiens ere uttered with
the gravity of a ‘German phllosopher, and
the science of a French cook. If any of his

opmxons happened to be controverted, he
quoted

@
a
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quoted-in s ook ‘his oym judg-
ment, ' Almanac des Goltrmands, which
he assured us was the most valuable work
that had appeared in France since the re-
volution. The author of this. book he.
seemed to consider of as higk authonty 1y,
the science of eatmg, as Coke or Hale m:
thit of jurisprudence; orQuintilian in‘the
art ofcriticism. To the credit of the com-
pany, however, be it spoken, hechad the
whole of %his topic to himself. The rest
of the party were”in general, of quite a
dlff'erent calibre, and as little acquaxgted“
mth his favourite author, as he probably
was with theirs. « =
The lady of the house was pen‘éct]y
amiable and well bred. Her «dinner was
excellent, and every thing about her had®
an air of elegance and splendour: of course
she completely escaped the dlsgrace of
being thougﬁt a scholar, but not the sus-
pxcxbn of haviagews. Fery good taste. T
longed for the removal of, the cloth, and
was eagerly anticipating the pleasure and
improvement that awaited me,

As

C
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a dozen cluldren, lovely, fresh, gay, and:
noisy. This sudden and violent irruption
of the pretty barbarians necessarily caused
a total intérmpti'on of corversation.  The

- sprightly creatures ran round: ‘the table to
chuse where they would sit. At length
this great difficulty of <ourts and cabinets,
“the choice of places,was settled. The littic
things were jostled in between the ladies,
‘who al] contended who should get posses-
shemiubts little beauties. One was in:
raptures with the rosy cheeks of a sweet
girl she held in her lap. A second ex-
claimed “aloud at the beautiful lace with
which the frock of another was tri-nmed,
and which .she was sure mamma had
given her for being so good. A profiteble
ant doubtless a lasting and inseparable as-
sociation was thus formed in the child’s
mind bet.veen lace and goodness. A third
~cried out, ¥look at the pretty angell—do
Bt observe—-he?ﬁracelets are as blue as
her eyes. Did you ever see such a match ?

% Sure]y, lady Belfield,” cried a fourth, |
. & you
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, “youcarritl the gyes to the shop, or there
must have been a shade of difference.” I
myselfy who am passionately fond of chil-
“dren, eyed the syeet little rebels with com-
placerley, | natw1thstandlng the unseason-
sabfeness of their interruption.

* At Jast, when thgy were all dlsposed of.
¥'resumod my enquiries about the resting
place of themummies. But the grand dis-

, pute who should have- oranges and who
should have almom;ls and raisins, soon
raised sych a clamour that it was impossi-
ble 't hear my Egyptian friend. This
great contest was, hovveverg at length set-
tled and T was returning to the antiquities
of Memphis, when the 1mportant point,
whyo should have red wine, and who should

" have white, who, should have half a ghass,
and,who a Whole one, set us again in an

)

uproar Sir*John was visibly uaeasy, and
commanded silence. Durggyhxs intervgl
 of peace, I gave up the catacombs and teok
refuge in the pyramids.  But I had no
sooner proposed my question about the ser-
“pen't said to be found in one of them, than
U the

2
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the son and heir, a fine little-fetlow just six
years old, reaching out hic.arm to dart an
apple across the tableat his sister, roguishly
intendingtodversetherglaa*s,unluckilyovers :
threw his own, brimfull of port wine. The
whole contents were dlscharged on the ele~
gant drapery of a white robed nymph.

All was now agitation and distress, and
disturbance and confusion; the gentlemen
ringing for napkins, the ladies éssisﬁng‘ the
dripping fair one; each vying with the
other who should recommend the most ap~
proved specific for getting out the suain of
red wine, and comforting the sufferer by
stories of similar misfortunes. ‘Th=> poor
little culprit was dismissed, and all didicul-
ties and disasters seemedat last surmounteds
Bu: you cannot heat up again an interest
which has been so often cooled: The
_ thread of conversation had ‘been so fre-
quently broken, that I despaired of seeing
it tied together again. = I sorrowfully gave
up catacombs, pyramids, and serpent, and
was oblwed to content myself with a little

desultory
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I WENT almost 1mmed1aﬁely after, at che;}
Invitation of Mr. Ranby, to pass a few days
at his villa at Hampstead. Mr. gnd M,
Ranby were esteemed pious peréon‘s’, but
having risen to great affluence by a sudden
turn of fortune in'a commercial engage- -
ment, they had ahtt[e self-suﬁ'lcxency and
not a little disposition to ascribe an undue
importance to wealth. This I should have
thought more pardonable under their cir-
cumstances, had I not expected that. reli-
gion would in this respect have more than
supplied- the deficiencies of education.
Their religion, however, consisted almost
exclusively in a dispr oportionate zeal for a
very few doctrines.  And though they
were far from Demg Immoral in their own
'practlce, yet, in their Jiscourse, they af-
fected to undervalue morality.
This
1 :
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This was, indeed, more partlcu\farly the
‘ case with: the l.ady, whose chief object of
discourse seemed to be, to convince me of
her great superigrity to her husband in po~
lemical skill. Her chaste conversation cer-
taialy was not cbupled with fear. - In one
r@spect she was the very reverse-of those
Phansees who 'were ' scrupulously exact
about their petty observances. Mrs Ranby
“was, on thecontrary, anxious about a very
few important partlcularsi and exonerated
herself from the neéessity of all inferior
atten¥ons. - She ! was strongly attached to
oneor two preachers, and discovered little
“candour for all others, or for those who at-
tended them. Nay, shesomewhat doubted
of; the soundnéss of the faith' of her friends
and acquaintance who would not imncur
great inconvenience to attend one or other
of Rer favousites.

Mrs.  Ranby’s table -was “more than
hospitably good.” , Tlrere was not the least
suspicion of Latm here. The eulogist of
fernale ignorance might have dined in com-
fortable secunty against the intrusion and

C ol vamty
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vanity of erudition. She had three daugh-
ters, not unpleasing young women. Butl '
was much concerned to observe that they !
were not only dressed to the very ex-

_ tremity of the fashion, but their drppery
was as transparent, as short, and as scanty, -
‘there was as sedulous a disclosure of their -
persons, and as great a redundancy of ory,
naments, as I had seen in the gayest cir-
cles. :

-« Expect not perfection,”  said my good
mother, “but look for consistency.” This
principle.my parents had not only \3ught
me in the closet, but had illustrated by thei—r
deportment in the family and in the WOha
They observed a uniform correctness m&thelr
general demeanor. They were not over
anxious about character for its own sake,
but they were tenderly vigilant not to bring
any reproach on the Christian,name byzi m-
prudence, negligence, or inconsistency, even
in small things; — “Custom,” said my mo-
ther, “can never alter the immutable na-
ture of right; fashion can never justify «ny
practice which is improper in itself; and to
’ ' dress

23
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dress indecently; is as great an _offence
against purity and modesty, whenitis the

_fashicn, as when it is obsolete. There
should be a lineof demarcation somewhere.
In the article of dress and appearance,

Christian mothers should make a stand.
They;shoﬁld not k= so unreasonable as to
sexpect that a young girl will of herself

,have courage to oppose the united tempta-
tions of fashion without, and the secret
prevalence of corruptionswithin; and au®
thority.should be called in where admoni-
tion fails.”

«_ The conversation after, dinner took a
religicus turn.  Mrs. Ranby was not un-
acquainted with the subject, and: éxpreésed
hesselfwith energy on many serious points.
I could have been glad, however, to have
sees, her views a little more practical; and
her spirita little less censorious. I sawshe
took thelead in debate, =~ that Mt.
Ranby submitted tfo act as subaltern, but
whegther his meekness was theeffect of piety
or fear I could not at that time determine.
She protested vehemently against all dis-
VOL. I . D siPatior.;
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sipation, in which I corially Joined her, g

though I hope with somethmg less intem-

perance of mannerand lessacrimony against

those who pursued it. I began however,
to think that her faults arose chiefly ffom a
bad judgment, and an ill regulated mind.
- In many respects she weemed well inten-

tioned, though her language was'a little
debased by coarseness, and not a little dis-,

figured by asperity.
I was sorry te observe that the young
ladies not only took no partin the.conver-

sation, but that they did not even seem to

know what was gomg on, and I must con=
fess the manner in which it was conéucted
was not calculated to make the subject in-
tei'estintr The girls sat jogging and whis-

pering each other, and gat away as fast as
they could. Y :

v
LSl
As soon as they were withdrawn—

“There sit;®_-..3 the mother, « are three
glrls who will make excellent wives. They-
never were at a ball or a play in their ljves;
and yet, though I say it, who should not say
it, they are as hlghly accomphshed as any,
. , ladies

=,
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Tadies' at St. James's” I cordlally ap-
proved the former part of her assertion,
and bowed in silence to the latter.
I took this opportunity of enquiring what
- had been her mode of religious instruction
for her daughters; but though 1 put the
- question with much caution and deference,
she Iboked displeased, and said she did not
“think it necessary to do a great deal in that
way; all these things must come from
< above; it was not human endeavours, but
divine grace which rhade Christians. I ob-
served that the truth appeared to be, that
divine grace blessing human endeavours
sceaned most likely to accomplish that great
end. Shereplied that experience was not on
my side, for thiat the children of religious
parents were not afways religious. I allowed
that it was too true. I knew she drew her
instances from two or three of her own
friends, who, while they discovered muc
earnestness about their 6wn spiritual inte-
rests, had almost totally neglected the re-
ligious - cultwatxon of their children; the
D2 - daughters
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daugh.ers n pmtxcular had been suffered
to follow their own devices, and to waste -
“their days i in company of their own chus-
ing, and in “the most ﬁ‘lv;olous manner.
« What do we more than others® is an in-
terrogation which this negligence has fi-
quently suggested. Nay, professing -se- -
rious piety, if ye do not more than those
wwho profess it not, ye do less. ;
Ttook the liberty to remark that though *
there was no such thing as hereditary ho-
liness, no entail of goodness; yet the Al-
mighty had promised in the seriptures many
blessings to the offspring of the righteous.
He_ never meant, however, that religion
was to be transferred arbitrarily like an
heir-loom; but the promise ‘was accompa-
nied with conditions and'injunctions. The
directions were express ‘and frequent, to
inculcate early and late the great truths of
scligion ; nav, it was. enforced with all the
minuteness of detail, ““ precept upon: pre-
cept, hine upon line, here a little and there
a little”—at all times and seasons, < walk -
ing by the way, and sitting in the house.”
I ha-
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X hazarded thé assertion, that it would
generally be found that where the children
~of pious parents turned out ill, there had
been some mistake, some neglect, or some
fault on the phrt of the parents; that they
had not used the right methods. T obs
,» served that I thought it did not at all de-
rogate from the sovereignty of the Al-
‘mighty that he appointed certain means
toaccomphish certain ends; and {that the
adopt}’ng these, in conformlty to his ap-
poiriment, and dependance on his blessing,
seemed to be one of the cases in which we
“sifould prove our faith by’ our ebedience.
I.found I had gone too far—she ‘said,
with some wirmth; that she was not want-
ing in any duty to her daughters; she set
them a good example, and she prayed daily
for their conversion. Ihighly commended
her for both, but risked the observatipn,
¢ that praying without m;mng principles;.
might be as inéfficacious as instruction
without prayer. That it was like a hus-

bandman who should expect that praying
' , B3  for
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for sunshine should produce a  crop of corn
in a field where not one grain had been
sown. God, indeed, could effect this, but
he does nof do it; and the means being of
his own' appointment, his omnipotence s
not less exerted, by his directing certain
effects to follow certain causes, than it?,
would be by any arbitrary act.” As it was
evident that she did not chuse to quarrel
with me, she contented herself with saying
coldly, that she perceived I was a legalist
and had but a low view of divine things.
At tea I found the young ladies took
no more Interest in the ¢ conversation,, than
they had done at dmne but sat whis-
pering and laughing,and netting white silk
gloves till they were summoned to the h:u'p—
sichord. Despamng of getfmg on with
* them in company, I proposed a walk in the
garden. Inow found them as w1ll1ng to
~ talk, as destitute of 2 any thing to say. Their
conversation was vapld and frivolous. They
laid great stress on small thmgs They
seemed to have no shades in their under-

3 standing, '
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standing,’ but used the strongest terms for

~ the commonest occasions, and admiration
was excited by things hardlyworthy to com-
mand attentioh. They were extremely
clacf and extremely sorry, on subjects not
o Lalcu!a.ted to excite affections of any kind.
They were animatéd about trifles, and in-
“differet on things of importance. They
. were, 1 wmust confess, frank and good-
natured, butit wasevident, that as they were
too open to have ary thing to conceal; so
they ware too uninformed to have any thing
to px:oduce; and I was resolved not to risk
~ny happiness with a woman who could not
conttibute her full share towards spending

a wet winter cheerfully in the country.

JThe next day, all the hours from break-
fast to dinner avere devoted to the Harp.
I had the vanity to think that this sacrifice
of time was made in compliment to me, as

- T had professed to hke—mn&z, tall I found‘
that all their mormngs were spent in the :
same manner, and the only fruit of their
education, which seemed to be used to any
o D4 purpose
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l‘purpose was, that after their fartiily devo-
tions 1n the evening, they surg and played
2 hymn. This was almost the onlysign
they gave of intellectual o spiritual life.
They attended moming“ prayers if they tere
dressed before the bell rang. One morning
when they did not appear till late, they
were reproved by their father; Mrs.cRanby"
sard, “she should be more angry with them |
for theinirregularity, were it not that Mr.
Ranby obstinately” persisted in reading a -
printed form, which she was perseaded
could not do any body much geod.” The
poor man, who, was really well disposed.,
very properly defended himself by s#ying,
that he hoped, his own heart went dlong
with every word he read; and as to his
famiiy, he thought it muchanore beneficial
for them to joinin an excellent composifion
of a judicious divine, than to attend to any
suth crude thopsedy as he should be able
to firodu_ce,“who,se‘ edué%tion‘ had not quaA-v
lified him to lead the devotions of others.
I had never heard him venture to make use
: : of

C 2
s
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of his understandmg before; and I con~
tinued to find it much better than I had
at figst given him credit for. The lady
observed, with some asperity, that where
there were g fts and graces, it superseded:
the necessity Of learning.
In vindication gf my own good breedmg,

ok should observe that, in my little débates
with Mrs. Ranby, to which I was always

* challenged by her, I never lost sight of
that becoming example of the son of Cato,
who, then about to deliver sentiments |
which might be thought too assuming in so
young a man introduced his admonitions
yyiih this modest preface, e

*  Refember what our fatﬁer oft has taught us.

- oI, without. quoting the son of the sage of
Utlca, constantly adduced the paternal au-
thonty for opmlom which might favour teo
‘much of arrogance without such a sanction.

. Lobserved in the coug;e of 1y visit, thht
3elf denial made qo part of Mrs. Ranby s
religious plan. = She fancied, I believe, that

-it favoured of works, and of works she was
s D5 evwlentlj’
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evidently afraid. She talked as if activity
were useless, and exertion ,unnecessary, 3
and as if like inanimate matter, we had
niothing to but to sit stills and be shone
upon. : S
I assured her that thoucrh I depended o
the mercy of God, thrgugh the mer\1ts of
his Sen, for salvation, as entirely; as shes
could do, yet I thought that almighty grace
so far from setting aside dlhoent exertlon,
~ was the prmmplqwhlch promoted it. That'
~ salvation isin no part of ser lpturq repre-
sented as attainable by the indolent “chris-
tian, if I mght couple such contradlctory
terms. That I had ‘been often awfu]]y
struck with the plain declarations, ¢ that
the kingdom of heaven suffereth violenge”
—* strive to enter in at tlge strait gate”—
-« whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do
it with all thy might”——“ give diliO'en::e to
make your calling sure”—work out your
own salvation.” To this labour, this watch-
fulness, this sedulity of endeavour{ the
crown of life is expressly promlsed ‘and

salvation
; « _ )
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salvation.is not less the free gift of God,
because he has annexed certain conditions
to our obtammg it. :

The more Iargued, the more I founcf
my. reputation decline, yet to argue she
eompelled m&. I really believe she was
sincere, but she was ill informed, govern-

.+ed by feelings and impulses, rather than by
the plain express rule of scripture. It was
not that she did not read scripture, but she
interpreted it her own way ; built Jopinions
on insulated texts ; “did not compare serip~
ture with scripture, except as it concurred
to strengthen her bias. She considered with
a Sisproportionate fondness, those passages
which supported her preconceived opinions
mst:ead of bemg umforme governed by the-
general tenior and spirit of the sacred page.

She had far less reverence for the precep-
\tlve, than for the doctrinal parts, because-
she did not sufficiently consider faithas aw -
operative influentis principle ; nor did’she
conceive that the sublimest doctrines in-
volve deep practical consequences. Shedid

not consider the government of the tongue;
iy " 2.6 nor_
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nor the command of her passions; as forme
ing any material part of thé 6hristian cha-
racter. Her zeal was fiery: because her
temper was so; and her chﬁarlty was cold

because it was an expensive. propensity ta

‘keep warm.  Among the peffections of the
Redeemer’s character, she did not consider '
his being “meek and lowly,” as an. exam-,
ple, the influence of which was to extend ta
her. She considered it indeed as admirable *
but not as zmztable, a distinction she was
very apt to make 1n all *her pxactlcal disser-
tatmns, and in her 1nterpx etatlon Qt scrip-=
ture. :

In the evening Mrs. Ranby was lament-
ing in general and rather customary tq;ms,

“ her own exceeding sinfulness.  Mr. Ranby
said,e “You accuse yourself rather too he?x—
vily my dear, you have sins to be sure

%And pray what sins have I, Mr. RanEy ¥
angd she, turning upon him with so much -
quickness that” tlie poor man starfed.
#Nay,”said hemeekly, “I did not mean
to offend you; so far from i 1t, that hearing
you condemn yourself so grievously, I in-

4 5% “tended ¥

| .
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tended. tq comfort you, and to say that, ex
cept a- few faults—” < And pray what
: faulﬁ i mtem'upted she, continuing to
speak however, lest he should catch an in-
terval to tell them. “I defy you Mr. Ran-
ky to producé one.” “My dear,” replied
he, “as you char‘ged‘yourself with all,- I
«thodght it would be letting you off cheaply
by naming enly two or three, such as—.”
Here, fearing matters would go too far,
interposed, and softenmg things as much
as L could for the lady, “said, I conceived
that Mr. Ranby meant, that though she
partook of the general corruption—" Here
Ranby interrupting me with more spirit .
than I thought he possessed, said < Gene-
ral corruption, sir, must be the source of
particular  corruption. 1 did not mean
that my wife was worse than other women.”
,—-:“'Worse,Mr. Ranby, worse?” eried she.
Ranby, for the first time in his life, not
minding her, wenton.” “ As she is alwéys
insisting that thé whole species is corrupt,
:she cannot help allowing that she herself
S5 - _has
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has not quite escaped the infectipn.. Now
to be a sinner in the gross and a saint in
the detail; thatis, to have all sins, and no.
faults, is a thing I do-not quite compre- ]
hend.”

After he had left the roon¥, which hedid
as the shortest way of atllaymg the storm,
she apologized for him, said,“hewasa twell=,
meaning man, and acted up to the little
light he had;” but added, * that he was un-
acquainted with rehglous feehnrrs, and
* knew little of the' natute of conversion.”

Mirs. Ranby 1 found seems to. consider
Christianity as a kind of free-masonry, and
therefore thinks ‘it superfluous to speak on”
serious subjects to any but the initiated. If
they do not return the sign, she gives them
up as blind and dead. She thinks she can
only make herself 1ntellxolble to those to
whom certain peculiar phrases are familtar,
and though }‘1er friends may be correet, de-
vout, and both docttinally and practicaily
pious;-yet if they cannét catch a certain:
mystic meaning, if there is not a sympathy

of
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of intelligence between her and them, if
they do _not‘fully conceive of impressions,
and cannot respond to mysterious commu-
nications, she holds them unworthy of in-
tercourse with her. She does not so much
Tasist on higﬁ ~moral excellence as the
criterion of their worth, as on their own
.<account of their internal feelings.
She holds very cheap, that gradual
* growth in piety which is, in reality, no less
the effect of divine grace, than those instan-
taneous conversions, which she believes to
be so common. She cannot be persuaded
that, of every advance in piety, of every im-
provement in virtue, of every illumination
of th2 understanding, of every amendment
in the heart, of every rectification of the
will, the spirit of God is no less the author,
because it is ﬁrogressjve, than if it were
sudden. It is true, Omnipotence can,
when he pleases, still f)rbduce these instan-
taneous effects, as he has sometimes done ;
but as it is not his established or commen
mode of operation, it seems vain and rash,
presumptuously to wait for these miracu-
lous
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‘Jous interferences. An implici* depend-
ence, however, on such mterferences, st
certainly more gratifying to the genius of
enthusiasm than the anxioys vigilance, the
fervent prayer, the daily struggle, thesome-
times scarcely perceptible tough constait
progress of the sober-minded Christian.
Such a Christian is fully aware that his
heart 1'équireé as much watching in the
more advanced as in the earlier stages of %
his religious course. He is cheerful in a
well-grounded hope, and . looks not for ex-
tacies till that hope be swallowed up in
fruition. Thankful if he feel in- his heart
a growing love to God, and an ‘encreasing
suhm*on to his w111 though he is uzcon-
scious of visiofis, and unacquainted with:
. any revelation but that which God has
made in his word. Iée remembers, and he
_ derives consolatiop ftom the remembrance,
* that his Saviour, i his most gracious and
soot"ung invitation to {he “heavy laden,”

has mﬁiully promlsed “rest,” but he

has no w#iere promised raptures.

. CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

t BUT to retur.n to Mrs. Ranby’s daugh-
ters., Isthis consistency, said I to myself,
*when Is compared the inanity of the life
, with the seriousness of the discourse; and
contrasted the vacant way in which the day
wasspent, with the decent and devout man-
ner in which it was begun and ended ? I re-
collected, that under the early though m-
perfect sacred institution, the fire of the
morning and evening sacrifice was _never
suffered to be extinguished during h‘day;
sThough Mrs. Ranby weuldhave thought

it alittle heathenish to have had her datigh-
tersy instructed in polite literature, and to
have filled a leisure hoar in reading to her
a useful book, that was not prefessedly re-
ligious, she felt qé) compunction at their
waste of time, or the trifling pursuits im
which the day was suffered to sper'xd‘i'tself.

<The piano-forte, when they were weary of
; G the
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the harp, copying some indifferent draw- .
ings, gilding a set of flower-pots, and
netting white gloves and veils, seemed to.
fill up the whole business of these immor-
tal beings, of these Christians, for whom it.
had beensolemnly engaged that they should |
manfully fight under Clrist’s banner.

* On a farther acquaintance, I wes much’
more inclined to lay the blame on their
education than their dispositions. I found
them not only geod humoured, but cha-
ritably disposed: but their charities were
small and éasual, often ill applied and al-
ways without a plan. They knew nothing
of t‘l;e state,. character, or wants of the
neighbouring poor; and it had neverbeen
pointed out to them, that the instruction
of the young and ignorant made any part
of the duty of the rich towards them. .

When I once ventured to dfop a hint on
this subject, to Mrs. Ranby, she drily said
theie were many other ‘v‘&:ays of doing good
to the poor, besides exposiﬁg her daughters
to the probability of catching diseases, and

1 : the
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the certairtty of getting dirt by such visits.

* Her subscription was never wanting when
 she was guite sure that the object was de-
serving. As I%uspected that she a little
over-rated her qwn charity, I could not for-

; bear observing, that I did not think it de-
mandgd a‘combinatdon of all the virtues to
€ntitle aspoor sick wretch to a dinner.- And

though I durst not quote so light an autho-

rity as Hamlet to her, I could not help

saying to myself, give every man his due,

and why shall ’scape whipping. O if
God dealt so rigidly with us; if he waited
to bestow his ordinary blessings till we were
gooci enough to deserve them, who wonld

be clotited ? who would be fed? who would -

have a roof to shelter him?

It was not that she gave nothing away,
but she had a great dislike to relieve any
but those of Ber own religious persuasion.
Though her Redeemer laid down his life
for all people, nati?ﬁs, and languages, she

will only lay down her money for a very -

limited number of a very limited class. To
: s

>
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be religious is not claim su—fﬁcLht on her
bounty, they must be rehgxous in a par- :
ticular way. o 1
The Miss Ranbys had ssot been habitua-
ted to make any systematgc provision for
vegular charity, or for any of those acci-,
dental calamities, for which the purse of °
the affluent should always be provided; ant
being very expensive in their persons, they
had often not a sixpence to bestow, when
the most deserving case presented itself.
This must fn'equent]}\r‘ happen where there
is no specific fund for charity, which should
be included in the general arrangément of
expences; and the exercise of Bene"volénce
not be left to depend on the accidental
state of the purse..  If no new trinket hap-
petied-to be wanted, these young ladies
were liberal to any application, though
always without judging of ‘its merits by
their own eyes and ears.  But if there
wis a competition bé‘tween a sick famﬂY
and a new broach, the broach was sure to
carry the day. This would have not been
the
Sy
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_ #he case, Had they been habituated to visit
themselves the abodes of penury and' woe.
Their flexible young hearts would have
been wrought Wpon by the actual sight of
mlser[es, the jmpression of which was

« feeble when it reached their ears at a dis-
tance, surrounded &s they were with all

sthe softhesses and accommodations of lux-

_urious life. “They would do what they

"could. They hoped it was not so bad as |
was represented.” They¥ell into the'usual
way of ¢pacifying their consciences by their
regrets; and brought themselves to believe
that their - sympathy with the suffering
was an atonement for their notrelieviny it.

I oﬁserved with concern, during my visit,
hew little the Christian temper seemed to
be considered as a part of the Christian
religion. Thls appeared in the daily con-

cerns of this high professor. ~ An opinion
contradicted, a person of dxﬂ'erent’religi‘ous‘
views commended, the smallest opposition
to her will, the intrusion of an unseason-
able visitor, even an imperfection in the
‘. dressing

3
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dressing of some dish at table: Such trifles
not only discomposed her, but the discom-
posure was manifested with a vehenfence,
which she was not aware Was a fault; nor
did she seem atall sensible that her religion

U}

was ever to be resorted to but on great

occasions, forgetting tHat oreat occasions
> g g g

but rarely occur in common life, #nd that'
these small passes, at which the enemy is

perpetually entering, the true Christian
will vigilantly guard. ,

. 1 observed in Mrs. Ranby one Striking
inconsistency. While she considered it as
forming a complete line of separation from
the world, that she and her daugi]ters ab-
stained from public places, she had no ob-
jection to their indemnifying themselves

for this forbearance, by deyoting so mon- -

strous a disproportion of their time to that
-very amusement which constitutes so prin-
civpal apartef diversion abroad, The time
which is redeemed frmﬁ(what Is wrong, 1s
of little value, if not dedicated to what is
right; and it is not enough that the doc-

trines -,

= : 4
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_ trines of the gospel furnish a subject for
discussion, if *they do not furnish a Pprin-
ciple of action.

One of the most obvious defects which
struck me 1n this and two or three other

¢ fam1hes, whom I afterwards visited, was the
want of companionableness in the daugh-
‘ters. T hey did not seem to form a part of
.the family compact; but made a kind of
distinct branch of themselves. Surely,
when only the parents and a few select
friends dre met together in a family way,
the daughters should contribute their por-
tion, to enliven the domestic circle. They
were always ready to singand to play, but
did not take the pains to produce them-
selves in conversation; but seemed to carry
on a distinct intercourse, by herding, and
whispering, and laughing together.

In some women who seemed to be pos-
sessed of good ingredients, they were so
il mlxed up together as not to produce
an elecvan’c interesting companlon It ap—
peared to me that three of the grand in-
C o ducements
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I‘RETURNED to town at the end of a few
days., To a speculdtive stranger, a London
‘day presents every variety of circumstance
In every conceivable shape, of which hu-
_man life is susceptible. When you trace
the solicitude of the morning countenance,
the anvious exploring of the morning -
paper, the eager interrogation of the morn-
ing guest; when youhearthedismalenume-
ration of losses by land, and perils by sea
—taxes trebling, dangers multiplying,com-
merce annihilating, war pfotracted, in-
vasion threatening, destruction impending
—yaur mind catches and communicates
the terror, aitd you feel yourself ¢ fa,llmg
with a falling state.” >

But when, in the course of the vety
‘same’ day, you meet these gloomy prog-
nostlcators at the sumptuous, not “dinner
but Hecatomb at the gorgeous fete, the

Vou. I. E splendl“;
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splendid spectacle; when yoﬁ hear the ,
frivolous discourse, witness “the luxurious
dissipation, contemplate t e boundléss in-
dulgence, and observe the ‘ruinous gaming,
you would be ready to ewuclaim, “Am 1
not supping in the Antipodes of that landw
in which T breakfasted? Surely this is a
country of different men, diffefént cha-
récte;rs, and different circumstances. This
at least is a place in which there is neither
- fear, nor danger, nor want, nor misery, nor
war” b
- Xfyou observed theoverflowing subscrlp-
tions raised, the innumerable societies form-
ed; the committees appointed, the agents
ernployed the royal patrons enc‘aged the -
noble presidents provided, the palacesike
shuctmes erected; and all this to allevi-
ate to cure, and even to prevent evq;y ca-
'iamlty which the indigent can suffer, or the
.afﬁuent cdneeive; to remove not only, want
'but ignorance; to suppress not only mi-
sery but vice—would you not exclaim with
- Hamlet, “What a piece of work'is man! *
: HOW noble in reason! How infinite in f-

culties!
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culties! In action how like an angel‘ in

compassmn HNow like a God!? "

It you lookegmto the whole comet- hke(

eccentric orblteof the human character; if

you comparediall the struggling contrariety -
of principle and of passmn, the clashlng |

of opinion and of actxon, of resolution and
of peﬂormance the victories of evil over
the propensities to good; if you -contras-
ted the splendid virtue with the disorderly
vice; - the exalted > generosity with the
selfish narrowness; the provident boung

- with the thoughtless prodigality; the ex--

tremes of all that is dignified, with the
excesses of all that is abject, would 'yon

~ not exclaim, in the very spirit of Pascal,

G! the grandeur and the littleness, the ex-

cellence and the corruption, the majesty
and the meanness of man! °

If you attended the debates in our great

‘deliberative assemblies; if you heard the

argument and tha eloquence, “the wisdom

- and the wit,” the public spirit and the dis-

interestedness;  Curtius’s devotedness to his

_ country, and Regulus’s disdain of self, ex-

n e pressed



pressed with all the logic which reason
can suggest, and embellished with all -the
thetoric which fancy caﬁ‘ supply, would
you not rapturously cry out, this is
Above all Greek, above all Roman fame !

But if you discerneq the bitter person-
ality,the incurable prejudice, the cutting
retort, the suspicious implication, the re-
crirflinatingsneer, the cherished animosity ;
if you beheld the interests of an empire
standing still, the busiaess of the civilized
globe suspended, while two intellectual
gladiators are thrusting each to give the
other a fall, and to shew his own strength;
would you not lament the littleness, of the.
great, the infrmities of the good, and
the weaknesses of the wise? Would );ou
not, soaring a flight far above Hamlet or
Pascal, apostrophize with the FRoyal
Péalmist, “Lord, what is man that thou
art mindful of him, or the son of man that -
thou regardest him

But to descend to my individual con-
cerns. - Among my acquaintance, I visited
two separate families, where the daughter

- were

-
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were remarkab]y attractlve, and more" ‘
than usually s endowed with beauty, sense
‘and tlegance; but I was deterred from fol-
" lowing up theicquamtance, by observmg,
m each family, practices which, though

» \ery different, almost equally revolted me.
Iy one, where tht young ladies had large
**fortunes, they insinuated themselves into
the admiration, and invited the familiarify,
of young men, by attentions the most
flattering, and civilities t}iei most.alluring.
When they had made sure of their aim,
- and the admirers were encouraged to make
proposa]s, the ladies burst out into a loud
laugh wondered what the man cpuld
mean; they never dreamt of any thing
more than common politeness; then pe- .
trified them with distant'looks, and turned
abaut to practise the same arts on others.
The othet family in which I thought I
had secured an agreeable intimacy, I in-
stantly deserted on observing the gractous
a.nd engaging receptl on given by the ladies
to more than one hbevtme of the most no-

N E 3 torious:

>
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notorious profligacy. ‘The men were hand-
some, and elegant, and fashlonab]e, and had
‘igured in newspapers and courts of justice.
T'his degrading popularity father attracted
-‘éhan repelled attentlon 2 agd the the
guilty associates in their crimes were shun-
‘ned with abhorrence b these very ladles,
the specious undoers were not ouly re-"
ceived with 'complaisance,‘butx there was
a sort of competition who should be most
strenuous in their endeavours to attract
them.—Surely _women of fashiln can
ha‘rdly make a more corrupt use of influ~
€ﬁC1’:", a talent for which they will be pecu-
Har Ty accountable Surely, mere personal
purity ean hardly deserve the name of
virtue in thosé'who can sanction notori-
ously vicious characters, which their repro-
batien, if it could not reform, Would at
least degrade.

On a further acquaintance, 1 found Su-
J8hin and Lady Belfield to be persons “of
much worth. They were‘-ca-ndid, generous,
and sincere; They saw the errors of the
world in which they lived, but had not re-

solution
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solution té emancipate themsehzes from

" its shackles.  They partock, indeed, very
sparingly of its diversions, not so much
because they suspected. their evil tend'eney;"_‘
as because thex were Weary of them, and N
» btcause they had better resources m them-
celves X ) 4

»° Indeed it is wonderful that more people
from mere good sense and just taste, with-
out the operation of any religious consider-
ation, ‘do not, when the first ardour is
cooled, perceive the futility of what is ealled
“pleasure, and decline it as the man declines |
the amusements of the child. But fashion-
abfe society produces few persons - who,
like the ex-courtier of King David, assign
their fourscore years as a‘’reason for no
longer “delighting in the voice of singing
men and smgm‘g women.”

Sll‘ John sand Lady Belfield, however,
kept up a large general acquamtance, and
it 1s not easy to continue to associate with
‘the world, without retaining something of
its'spirit.  Their standard of morals was
hlgh, compared with that of those with

E 4 whom
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whom they lived ; but when the standard
of the Gospel was :sugges'te’d‘z they Lj,rewm !
alittle and thought things might be car-
ried too fur. There was xothing in their
%ractice which made it their interest to
hope that Chrlstlamty mlgflt not be true.
They both assented ta its doctrmes, and
lived in a kind of general hope of _;}ts “final |
promises. But their yiews were neither cor-
rect, nor elevated. They were contented
to generalize the doctrines of seripture, and
though they venerated its awful truths in-
the aggregate, they rather took them upon
trust than laboured to understand them,
or to imbue their minds with the s;)lrﬁ of
them. Many a high professor, however,
might have. blushed to see how carefully
they exercised not a few Christian dlSPO—
sitions; how kind and patient they were’"*
how favourable in their construction of the
“actions of o(t'hers! how charitable to the ne-
cessitous ! how exact in veracity! and how
tender of the reputation of their neighbour!
~_Sir Johnhad been early hurt by living so
~ much
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much with men of the world, with wits, po~
liticiams, and philosophers. - This, though
he hac ‘escaped the contagion of false prin-
ciples, had kept back the growth of sucl
as were true., Men versed in the world,
@nd abstracted from all religious society,
begin, in time, afittle to suspect ‘whether

»*their own religious opinions may not possi-
bly. be wrong, or at least rigid, when they
see them so opposite to those of persons to
whose Judoment they aye accustomed to
look up} in other pomts He found too,
that, in the society in which he lived, the
reputation of religion detracted much from
that of talents; and a man does “not ,care
to have his understanding questioned by
those in whose opinion he ‘wishes to stand
well. This apprehension did not, indeed;,

“ driye him to renounce his principles, but
it 1ed him tb conceal them; and that piety
-Wllich is forcibly kept out of sight, which
has nothing to fortify, and every thipg'fe
repel it, is too apt to decline.

"His marriage with an amiable woman,

E 5 whose

>
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ioss vistues and graces attachéd him tor

his own home, drew him off from theimost :
dangerous of his prior conneetions. © This
union had at once improved his character,
and augmented his happingss. If" Lady
Belfield erred, it was through excess of
kindness and candour. ¢ Her kindness led
to the too great indulgence of her c}ml*ch et
and her candour to the too favourahle con-
struction of the errors of her acquaintaﬁ‘ce :
She was the very geverse of my Hampstead
friend. Whereas Mrs. Ranby {Yhought
“har dly any body would be saved, Lady Bel-
field comfor ted herself thathardly any body

' was in danger. | This opinion was Lot taken
up as a palliative to quiet her conscience, on
account of the'sins of her own eonduct, for
her conduct was remarkably correct; but
it sprung from a natural sweetness of tem- .
per, joined to a mind not au‘fhcxently m-
formed and guided by seriptural truth. She
wag candid and teachable, but as she could

_ not help seeing that she Trad moré reh“gldn

than most of her acquaintance, she felt a

‘secret’s
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secret complacency in observing how far her
principles rose above theirs, instead of an
humbﬁng conviction of how far her own
fell below the ?equisitions of the gospel. *
The ‘fundaxixental error was, that she had
, tlodistinet view of the corruption of human
nature. She often damented the weaknesses'
: 'and viges of individuals, but thought all
vice an incidental not a radical mischief, the
effect of thoughtlessness and casual tempta~
tion. She talked with diserimination of the
faults & some of Ber children; but while
she rejoiced in the happier dispositions of
the others, she never suspected that they
hid all brought into the world with them
any natural tendency to evil; and thought
it cruel to suppose that such innocent little
things had any such wrong propensities as -
* education would not effectually cure. In
evéry thing»the complete contrast of Mors.
Ranby—as the latter thought education
could do nothing, Lady Belfield thoughtit
~would do every %11ing, that there was no
géod tendency which it would not bring to
EG per-

»
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perfection, and no corruption whichitcould
not completely eradicate. On the opera-
tion of a higher influence she placed too
little dependance, while Mis. Ranby rested
in an unreasonable trust on an interference
not warranted by scripture. : 4
In regard to her chiléren, Lady Belﬁeld
was led by the strength of her- affeg;tlon to
extreme indulgence. She encouraged no
vice in them, but she did not sufficiently
check those indicgtions which are the seeds
of vice. She reprovedbthe actual falt, but
~mever thought of implanting a principle
which might extirpate the evil from whence
the fault sprung; so that the individual
error and the individual correction were

-

continually recuirring.

As Mrs. Ranby, I had obeerved seldom
quoted any sacred writer but St. Paul, I
‘remarked that Lady Belfield admxred al-
most exclugively Ecclesiastes, Proverbs,
and the historical books of the Bible. ‘Of
the Epistles, thatzef St. James was her
favourite; the othsmle though* chiefly;,

' it
N
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if not entirely, applicable to the éircum~
stances of the Jews and Pagans, to the
convgrts from among whom they were
addressed. Ifsshe entertained rather an
‘awful reverence for the doctrinal parts,
, than an earnest wish to study them, it
arose from the common mistake of be-
.-lieviﬁg that they were purely - speculative,
without being aware of their deep practical
importance. But if these two ladies were
diametrically opp051te to each other in cer-
‘tain poxhts, both weére frequetnly right in
what they assumed, and both wrong only in
what they-rejected. Each contended for
on€ half of that which will not save when
dijoined from the other, but which,
when united to it, makes up the complete
Christian character.

LadyBelﬁeld whowas, if I may so speak,
conﬁltutlonally charitable, almost thought
that heaven might be purchased by charity.
She inverted the valuable superstructure of
good works, and laid them as her founda-
tion; and while Mr§. Ranby would not -
perhaps, much have blamed Moses for
$ break-
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“all the vreciprocity is on oné& side,” to
borrow the expression of @n illustrious
statesman; and the barter is as disddvan-
tageous to the sober hom®-trader, as that
of the honest negroes, whogexchange thelr
gold dust and ivory for the beads and bits«
of glass of the wily English. .

These nightly irruptions, though some-*
‘times inconvenient to my friends, were of
use to me, as they enabled me to see and
judge more of tke gay world, than I could
have done without going in searen of it; a
risk, which I thought bere no proportion-
to the gain. It was like learning the Jan-
guage of the enemy’s country at home.

One evening, when we were sitting hap-
plly aloue in the berary, Lady Belﬁ°ld
working at her embroidery, cheerfully join-
ing in our little discussions, and comparing
our peaceful pleasures with those pursued
by the ocoapiers of the countless carrjages
which were tearing up, the “ wheel-worn
streets,” or jostling each other at the door of
the next house, where a grand wssemb]y was

collectz
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- collecting« its myriads—Sir John asked
what should be the evening book. Then
rising, he took down . from the shelf
Akenside’s Pleasures of Imagmatlon

“Isit,” said he, as soon as he sat down,

. “tthe rage for novelty, or a real degeneracy
“of taste, that we new so seldom hear of a
«poet,’who, when I was a boy, was the ad-
miration of every man who had a relish for
true genius? I cannot defend his principles,
since in a work, of thch Man is pro-
fessedly lthe object, *he has overlooked. his
immortality ; a subject, which one wonders
did not force itself upon him, as so con-
gersal to the subhtmty of his genius, what-
ever his religious views might have been.
But to speak of him only asa poet: a work
which abounds in a richer profusion of
lmages and a thore var iegated luxuriance
of expressmn. than the Pleasures of Imagi-
nation, cannot easily be found. ' The flimsy
metre of our day seems to add “fresh value
to his sinewy verse. We have no happier
¢ < ~ master
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master of poetic numbers ‘none Whe better
knew

i

A

To build fh,e lofty rhyme.

The condensed vigour, so f@diﬂspenéable. to
blank Verée, the skilful variation. of the ,
pause, the masterly strifeture of'the pertod,
and all the occult mysteries of theart, car¢
perhaps be best learnt from Akenside. If
" he eould have conveyed to Thomson his
. melody and- rhythm, and Thomson would
have paid him back in per spxc‘uty and
transparency of meaning, how rmght they
have enriched each other!”
~ “T confess,”said I, “ in reading Aken-
side, I have now and then found the same
Ppassage at once enchanting and mnntell{b -
ble.” As rthappens to many frequenters of
theOpera, the music always transports, but
the words:are not always understood” I
then desxred my friend to gratify us with the
firct book of the Pleasures of /Imag'matlon
Sir John is a passionate lover of poetry, -
in which he has a fine taste. He real it
‘Wid;;
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with much’ spmt and_feeling; especmlly,
these truly clagsical lines,

Mz'nd, mind alone, bear witness earth and heaven,
- Theliving fountains in itself contains 3
Of beauteous and sublime: here hand in hand
¢ st paramoust the graces; here enthroned Ailode
Celestial Venus, with Sivinest atrs
< Jnvites the soul to never-fading joy«
« The reputation of this exquisite passage,”
said he, laying down the bdok, “is esta-
blished by the consemng, suffrage of all
men of ta te, though by the eritical ‘coun-
tenance you' are begimning to put on; you
look as if you had a mind to attack it.”
«'So far from it,” said I, “that I know
nothing more splendid in the whole mass
of qur poetry. And I feel almost guilty
of high treason agamst the majesty of the
sublimer Muses, in the remark I am going
to hazard, ort the celebrated lines which
follow. The Poet’s object through this
and the two followmg pages, is to establish
the mﬁmte superlorlty of mind over un-
conscious matter, even in its fairest forms.
The idea is. as just as the execution is beau-
tlful
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tifal; so also is his supreme élevatiqn of
- intellect, over e :
Greatness of bulk, or symmgtry of partsf

Nothing again can be finer, than his
subsequent preference of ¢

o
The powers of ggnius and design,

¢
over even the stupendous range , - <
Of planets, suns, and adamantine-sp}ieres.

He proceeds to ransack the stories of the :
: mental and the moral world, as he had
done the world of matter, and with a pen
dipped in Hippocrene, opposes to the latter,

The charms of virtuous friendship, &ec.
* oo * * % * € ¢

The candid blush

Of him whp strives with fortune to be just:
All the mild majesty of private life.

Tl ik * * * * R

‘The graceful tear that streams fiom other’s woes.
“Why, Charles,” said Sir John, «] am
glad to find you the epthusiastic eulogist
of the passage of which I suspected o

were about to be the saucy censurer.”
Gl % Censure;
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« Censure,” replied I, « is perhaps too
strong a term for any part, especially the
most admired part of this fine poem. I
need not repeat. ‘the lines on which I was
gomg to risk & slight observation; they
dive in the mmd and ‘memory of every lover '
of the: Muses. 5

¢

C

“ I wiil read the next passage, however,”
said Sir John, © that I may be better able

to controvert your criticism:

Look th'n abroad throhgh nature to the range
Of planets, suns, and adamantine spheres,
Wheeling unshaken through the void immense,
And speak, oh man! does this capacious scene
With half that kindling majesty dilate :
Thy strong conception, as when Brutus rose
Refulgent from the stroke of C=sar’s fate-
Amld the crowd of patriots, and his arm

Aloft extending, like eternal Jove

‘Wien guilt brings down the thunder, call’d aloud
On Tully’s name, and shook his crimson stecl,
And bade the father of his country hail;
Forlo ! the tyrant prostrate in the dust,
And Rome again is free !

“ What a‘gram‘l and powerful passage;”
said Sir John.
I acknow-
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«J acknowlege it,” said I, “hut is it,
as just as it is grand? Le wrai est le seul
beaw.. TIs ita fair and direct opposm(m /
between mind and matter? The poet could
not have expressed the infage mare noPly,
but might he not, out of the abundant
treasures of his opulent mind have (‘hosenv
it with more felicity? Isan act of murdex*r
even of an usurper, as .happﬂy contrasted
. with the orgamization of matter, as the
other beautiful® instances I nay(ned, and
which he goes on to select? = The superi-
ority -of mental beauty is the point he 13
establishing, and his elaborate preparation
leuds you to expect all his other instances
to be drawn fl om pure mental excellence.
His other exemphﬁcations are generalethﬁ '
is particular. They axe a class, this is
“only a variety. T question if Miltor, who
was atleast asardenta cham}gio‘n for liberty,
'md 85 ] mauch of a party-man as Akegside,
- would have used this illustration. Milton,
‘though he often insinuates a political st stroke
in his great poem, always, 1 think, gene-
réhze@
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F rahzes Whatever had been hls prineiples,
or at whatever period he had written, I
guestion, when he wanted to describe the
overthrow of authority by the rebel angels,
if he would héve illustrated it by Crom-
Wellfs.séizing the mace, or the decapitation
of Charles. Much less, if he would have
“selected those two instances as the triumph
" of mind over matter.”

“But,” said Sir John, ¢ you foxget that
Akensid> professedly adopts the language
of Cicero in his se¢ond Philippic.” He
then read the note 'beginnj\ng with, 'Caesarg
mterfecto, &e. : :

“True,” said I, “I am not arguing the 4
_matter as a point of fact, but as a point of
Just application. I pass over the comparison
of Brutus with: Jove, which by the way
wouid have become Tully better than
Akenside, but which Tully would have
perhaps thought too bold. Cicero.adorns
his oration with this magnificent descrip-
tion.  He relates it as an event, the other
uses 1t as an IHUth‘athIl of that to which I

humbly

5=
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humbly conceive it does not exactly apply. -
The orator paints the violént death of a
hero; the poet adopts the description of
this violent death, or rather the stroke
which caused it, to illustrafe the perfection
of intellectual grandgur. After all, it is
'fj:.?g:s;much a party question as a poetical one. -
A question on which the critic will be
"ai)t to be guided in his decision by his po-
Ditics ratherthan by his taste. The splen-
dour of the paséage, however, wiil inevita-
bly dazzle the feeling reader, till it produce
the common effect of excessive brightness,
- that of somewhat blinding the beholder.’

CHAP.
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GHAP. IX.

" v’, ; 4
WHILE we were thus pleasantly engaged
the servant announctd Mrs. Fentham; and

vd fashlonable looking woman, about the
middleof life, rather youthfully drest, and
not far from handsome, made her appear-
ance. Instead of breakm,g forth into the
usual modish j Jargon, , she politely entered
into the subject in which she found us en-
-gaged; envied Lady Belfield the happiness =
of legant quiet, which she herself might .
have been equally enjoying at her own
hoyse, and professed herself a warm ad-
mirer of poetry. She would probably have
professed an equal fondness for metaphy-
sics; 'g’;eometry, military tacties, or the Ara-
bic language, if she had happen(;d to have
found us employed in the study of either?

From poetry the transition to painting
was'easy and' natural Mrs. Fentham pos- -

y VOL. I 1D sessed :
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sessed all the phraseology of connoisseur-
ship, and asked me if I was_fond of pic- -
tures. I professed the dellght I tcok in
them in strong, that is, in %rue terms. She -
politely said, that M. fentham had a very
tolerable collection of the best masters, and
particularly a Titian, Yhich she would be
happy to have the honour of she.vmg me.
next morning. I bowed my thankful as-
sent; she appointed the hour, and soon
after, looking at her watch, said she was
afraid she must leave the delights of such
a select and interesting society for a far
less acrreeable party. £l
When she was gone, I expressed my ob-
ligations to her politeness, and anticipated
the pleasure 1 should have in seeing her
pictures. “She is much more anxious that
you should see her - Orig mals, said Lady
Belfield, smllmg ;“the kindriess is not quite
disinterested ; take care of your heart.” Sir |
John, rather gravely, said, “It is withre-
luctance that I ever say any thing to the
prejudice of any body that T receive in my
house;
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house; btit as the son of my valued friend,
I think it fajr to tell you that this vigilant
matton keeps a keen look out after all
young men of® fortune.. This is not the
first time that Titian has been made the
bait to catch a romising acquamtance .
Indeed it is now grown so stale, that had
**youno? been a new man, she would hardly
have risked it. If you had happened not
to like painting, some book would “have
been offered you. The return of a book
naturally brings on a visit. But all these
~ devices have not yet answered. The dam-
sels still remain, like Shakespeare’s plain-
tive maid, “in single blessedness.” ‘They .
do not however, like her, spend gloomy

nights -

Chaunting cold Rymns to the pale, lifeless moon,

but in smgmg sprlghthel roundelays to
liveJier auditors.” >

I punctually atfended the mv1tat10n, ef-
fectually shielded from danger by -the
fmendly intimation, and a still more infalli-

ple Agis, the charge of my father never to
F2 embark,
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.embark in any engagement till I'had made
my visit to Mr. Stanley. My veneration
for his memory operated as a complete
defence.

I saw and admired the p&ctules T he
pictures brought on an‘invitation to dinner.
I found Mrs‘.‘__ Fentham to be in her copver-
sation, a sensible, correct knowing Yvoman. -
Her daughters were elegant in their fi-
gures, well instructed in the usual accom-
plishments, well bred, and apparently well
tempered. Mr. Fentham was a man of
business, and of the world. He had a
great income from a place under govern-
ment, out of which the expences of his fa-
mily permitted him to save nothing. ~ Pri-
vate fortune he had little or none. s
employment engaged him almost entirely,
so that he interfered but little with do-_
mestic aﬂhlrs. A general air of eleaance,
almosl&,,‘ [ ountmg to nlamnlﬁcence, per-
vaded THf¥whole establishment.

Fat ﬁrst saw but Iittle to excite any sus-
picion of the artificial character of the lady
of the house. The first gleam of ligh*

o which
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> which let in the truth was the expressions
most, frequentt in Mrs. Fentham’s mouth —
~ « What will the world say:” « What will
peaple think?’:) “ How will such a thing
appearr‘ «Will it have a good look:”
* «The world is of @pmlon ——“Won t such
.2 thing be censured?” On a little acquaint-
ance I discovered that human applause.
was the motive of all she said, and réputa-
tion her great object in all she did. Opinion
was the idol to which she sacrificed, De--
corum was the msplrer.of her duties, and '
praise the reward of them. The standard
of ¢he world was the standard by which
shre weighed actions. She had no higher
pr mc1ple of conduct. She adopted the
forms of religion, because she saw that,
carried to a certain degree, they rather pro-
‘duced credit,than censure. = While her
husband adjusted his accounts on the Sun-
day® morning, she regularly carried her
- daughters to church, except a head-ache
had been caught at the Saturday’s opera;
and as regularly exhibited herselfand them
v b RS : afterwards |
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\

afterwards in Hyde—palk As she said it 4

was Mr. Fentham’s leisure day, she qom-

plimented him with always ehaving a great

dinner on Sundays, but alleged her piety
as a reason for not havm0 c‘u‘ds in the
evening at home, thougl@ she had no scru-
ple to make one at a private par{y at a
friend’s house; soberly conditioning, how-
ever, that there should not be more than
three tables; the ught or wrong, the de-
corum or 1mproprlety, the gaiety or gra-
vity always being made specifically to de-
pend on the number of tables.

She was, in general, extremely sevare
agamst women who had lost their reputa=
tion; though she had no hesitation in \nmt—
ing a few of the most dishonourable, if they
were of high rank, or belonged to a certaln
set. In that case, she excused herselfe by

saying, “that as fashionable people con-'

tinwed to countenance them, it was not for
her to be scrupulous—One must sail with
the stream— I can’t set my face agamst the

world.”  But if an unhappy girl had been ‘
drawn aside, or one who had not rank to

bear
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» bear her out had erred, that altered the
c\élse, and she then expressed the - most vir-
tuous indignatign. When modesty hap-
pened to be'1 in repute, not the necks of
gueen Elizabeth and her courtly virgins -
* were more entrenchbd in ruffs and shrouded

Jn tu’fl:kejrs, than those of Mrs. Fentham
and her daughters; but when display became
the order of the day, the Grecian Venus
was scarcely more unconscious of aveil.

With a very good unﬁerstanding she

never allowed herself one original thought :
or one spontaneous action. Her ideas,
hers language, and her conduct were en-
tirely regulated by the ideas, Iangu;ge,
and conduct of those who stood well
with the world. Vanity in her was a
steady, inward, But powerfully pervading
prindipie. It did not.evapvorate in levity or
indiseretion, butwas the hidden, though for-
cible spring of her whole course of action.
She had all the gritification which vanity
affords in secret, and all the credit which
its prudent operation procures in pubh'c’.
s : S T : She
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. She was apparently guilty of 1o excess of .

any kind. Shehad a sober scale of credlt-
able vices, and never allowed herself to ex-
ceed a few stated degrees in any of them.,

She reprobated gaming, but could not exist
without cards. Masqg{erades she censured *
as hwh]y extravagant and danoerou‘:«s but
when given by ladies of high quahty, at
their own houses, she thought them an ele-

-gant and proper amusement. Though she

sometimes went to the play, she did not
care for what past on the stage, for she con-
fessed the chief pleasure the theatre af-
forded, was to reckon up, when she came
home, how many duchesses and countesses
had bowed to_her across the house.

A complete despot at home, her atbi-
trariness is so veiled by cderectness of man-
ner, and studied good hreeding, that she

‘obtains the credit of great mildness and
moderation. She 18 said not to loves her

daughters, who come téo near her in age,

and go too mueh beyond her in beauty to

be forgiven; yet like a consummate poli- '
ticiamy



& CELEBS.- ; 105

tlcxan, she s ever labourmg for their ‘ad-
vancement. She has generally several
" schemes in hand, and always one scheme
under another, the under-plot ready to be
BrouO‘ht forward’ if the principal one fails.
Though she encourages pretenders, yet she
is afraigl to accept of a tolerable proposal,
185t a bettet should present itself: but if the
loftier hope fails, she then contrives to lure
back the inferior offer. She can balance to
a nicety, in the calculafion of chances, the
advantages or disadvantages of a higher
possibility againsta lower probability.
Though she neither wants reading nor

: taste, her mind'is never suﬂicnently dig-
engaged to make her an agreeable com-
pacien. Her head is always at work, con-
jecturin:e_; the event,of every fresh ball and
‘every Bew acquztintance._ ‘She cannoteven

Take her tea without a strataggm.
s : =

She set out in life with a very slender ac-
quaintance, and clung for a while to one or
’“two da-maged peeresses, who were not re-

$ F 5 - ceived
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ceived by women of their own tank. But
I am told it was curious to,see with what
adroitness she could ,extrcicate herself from
a disreputable acquaintance, when a more
honourable one stept in tb fill the nlche.
She made her way rapidly, by msmuatmg :
to one person of note how intimate ghe was
- with another, and to both what fhandsomé
things each said of the other. By constant
attentions, petty offices, and measured flat-
tery, she has gbt fogting into almost every
house of distinction. Her decorum is in-
variable. She boasts that she was never
guilty of the indecehcy of violent pafsion.
Poor woman! she fancies-there is no vio-
lent passion but that of ‘anger. Little does
she think that ambition, vﬁnity, the hunger
of applause, a rage for. beiﬁg universa]ly
known, are all violent passmna, hmvevel' :
modified by discretion, or varnished by art.
She suffers too all that “vexation of §pmt
whlch treads on the heels of «vanity.”
Disappointment and jealousy poison the
days devoted to pleasure. The party does ¢
qot

¢
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not answer. The wrong people never stay
away, and the right ones never come.
The guest for whom the féte is made is
sure to fail, Her party is thin, while that

_of her competitor overflows; or there is

a

6 A END 18

a plenty of dowaers and a paucity of

yourtg men. When the costly and ‘elabo-

rate supper is on the table excuses arrives:

even if the supperis crowded, the daughfers'
remain upon hand.—How strikingly does
she exemplify the sirong’ expression of—
“labouring in the fire for very vanity”—
“of giving her money for -that which is
not, bread, and her labour for that which
satisfieth not ™% o

i

Afterspendingtheday at Mrs. Fentham’s, .

Iwent to supwithmy f rlenda in Cavendish-
Square. Lady Belfield was impatient for
my Hhistory of the dinner. But Sir John
said, lau@hmg, ““You shall not say a word,

Charles—I can tell how it was’as exactly |

as if T had been there.—Charlotte, who has

‘the best voice, was brought out to sing, but

was placed a little behind, as her pelson
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is not qmte pe1 fect Mana, who is the most
picturesque figure, was put Zo tattztudtmze
at the harp, arrayed in the, costume, “and
assuming the fascinating graces of Mar-
mion’s Lady Heron; : &
Fair was her rounded mﬁn, as o’er

The strings her fingers flew. @

’Then, Charles, was the moment of perllY :
then, according to your favourite Milton’s
most mconcn'uous image, '
You took i in Souna might create a soul
Under the ribs of death.
« For fear, however, that your heart of
adamant should hold out against all these
peri(idue assaults, its valnerability wastried in
other quarters.  The Titian would naturally
lead to Lavinia’s drawings. A beautiful
sketch of the lakes would" be produced
withagenteelintimation, what.asweet place
- Westmoreland must be to live in! When
~you had exhausted all proper raptures’ on
the art and on the artist, it would. be re-
collected, that as Westmoreland was so near
Scotland, you would naturally be fond oi’ :
1 a reel”

«
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a reel—The reel of course sueceeded.”
Then, putting himself into an attitude, and
speaking theatrically, he continued :

Th(;n universal Pan

it Knit with thzg graces and the hours in dance—
¢ Oh! no, I forget, dniversal Pan could net
Jom “but he could admire.—Then all the
perfectlons of all the nymphs burst on you
in full blaze—Such a eoncentration of
attractions you never could resist! You
are but a man, and mow, doubtless, a lost
man.”—Here he stoppedto finish his laugh,
and I was driven reluctantly to acknow-
lege that his picture, though a caricature,

* was notwithstanding, a resemblance.

“And so,” said Sir Jeohn, “you were-
br8ught under no power of incantation by
this dangerous +visit. ¥You will not be
drivgn, like the tempted Ithacan, to tye
yourself to aamast, or to flee for safety from
the enchantment of these Syrens.” r

While we were at supper, with more.
gravity, he said, “Among the various’ob-
Jects of ambition, there are few in life
¢ . which
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which bring less accession to its comfort
than an unceasing struggle to rise to an

elevation in society very much above the

level of our own condition, w1thout being
aided by any stronger ascendmg power thap
mere vanity. Great t{lents, of whatever

klnd have a natural tendency to r1se" and

to lift their possessor. The flamein ‘mount-
ing, does but obey its impulse. But when

¢

there is no energy more powerful than the -

passion to be gréat, destitute of the gifts

which confer greatness, the painful efforts

of ambition are like water, forced above its

level by mechanical powers. It requires
constant exertions of art, to keep up what
art first sat a-going. Poor Mrs. Fentham’s
head is perpetually at work to maintain the
elevations he has reached. « And how little
after all is she considered byth_pée on wljose
caresses her happiness depends! She has

logt the estéem of her original circle, wlhere

she might have been tespected, without
gaining that of her high associates, who,
though they receive her, still refuse her

1 claims®
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claims of equality. She is not considered

- as of their astablishment, it is but tolera-

tion at best.”

At Mrs. Fenthams encountered Lady
Bab Lawless, a renowned modish dowager
famous for laying siege to the heart of
every distinguished man, with the united
artillery of her own wit, and her daughters’
beauty. Howmany ways there are of be-

g wrong! She was of a character diame-

trically opposite to that 6f Mrs. Fentham.

She had - the same end in view, but the

means she used to accomplish it were of a
belder strain. Lady Bab affected no deli-
cacy, she laughedat reserve, she had skiaken

hands with decorum.
« g :
She held the noisy tenor of her way

with no aésumeci _refinement; and, so far
from shielding her designs behind the mask
oftdecency, she disdained the obsolete ex-

~pedient. Her plans succeeded the more

infallibly, because her frankness defeated

all suspicion. ~ A man could never divine
— " that

I
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that such gay and open assaults could have
their foundation in design, andche gave her
full credit for artless snnphmty, at the mo-
ment she was catching hlm in her toils.

If she now and then had 0one too far, and, .

by a momentary oversifht, or excessive
levity had betrayed too much, with infisite
address she would make a crane—neek turn,
and fall to discussing, not witheut ability,
some moral or theological topic. Thus
she affected tc estiiblisk the character of a
woman, thoughtless through wit, indis-
creet through simp]icity, but féligious on
principle.

As"there is no part of the appendage ter
a wife, which I have ever more dreaded
than a Machiavelian mother, I should have
been deaf to wit and blind ¢o beauty, and
dead to advances, had their united batterjes
been directed against me. Bgt I had not

the ambitionl to aspire to that honour. ol

was much tos low a mack for her lofty
aim. She had a natural antipathy to every
name that could not be found in the red

book. @
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_book. She equally shrunk from untitled
opulence and indigent nobility. She knew
by instinct if a younger son was in the
room, and by a petnfymg look checked his
most ‘distant apploaches'- while with her
“powerful spells shel never failed to draw
within her magic circle the splendid heir, -
‘and charm him to her purposé.

Highly born herself, she had early beens
married to a rich man of inferior rank, for
the sake of a large seitlement. Her plan,
was, that her daughters, (who by the way
are modest and estimable,) should find in
the man they married, still higher birth
than her own, airfd more riches than her
husband’s. ,ﬁz;

It was a curious speculation to compare
these two friends;and to observe how much
less the refined manceuvres of Mrs. Fen-
tham answeregl than theopen asﬁhults of the

: lntrepld Lad;%ab All the intricacies and
labyrinths whieh the former has been so
skilful and so patient in weaving; have not

yet enthralled one captive, whlle the com-
posed
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el

CHAP. X.
°
Sln John carried me one morning to call
on LaJy Denham, gdowager of fashion,
ko had gyown old in the trammels of the
world. Though she seems resolved to die
in the harness, yet she piques herself on
bemg verly religious, and no one inveighs
against infidelity or Ympxety with more
pointed censure. “She has a grand-daugh-
ter,” said Sir John, “ who lives with her, -
and whom she has trained to walk precxse]}y
in her own steps, and which, she thinks, zs
the way she should go. 'The,girl,” added
he smllmg, “is well looking, and will have
a handsome forturfe, and I am persuaded
that, as my frignd, 1 could procure you a
good reception.” 5
We were shewn into her dressing room,

where we found her With a book lying open
before her. From a glance whichI caught

of the large black letter, I saw it was a
x ' Week's
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Weel’s Preparation. This book it seems,
constantly lay open before her from bl‘eak; A
fast till dinner, at this season. It was Pas-
sion week. But as this is the room in
Whlch she sees all her mornmg visitors, to
none of whom is she & ever demed _even at
this period of retreat, she could only P1(§1§
up momentary snatches of reading in the
short intervals between one person bow- .
ing out and another courtesying in, Miss
Denham sat by, painting flowers,
~ SirJohnaskedher Ladyship, if she would
go and dine in a family way with Lady Bel-
field. She drew up, looked giave and said
with much solemnity, that she sheald never
think of dining abroad at this holysga
Sir John said, ¢ as we have neither cdl‘ds
_mor company, I thought you might as ; well
have eaten your chleken in my house as in
your own.” But though she thOth‘ht it a sin
‘tro dine witha soberfamily, she made herself
amends for the sacrifice, by letting us se€
that her heart was brimful of the world,
pressed down and running over. She in-
3 demnific |




demnified kerself for her abstmence from
its diversions, by mdnlgx ng inthe only plea-
~ sures which she [thought compatible with
the sanctity of thie- season, uncharitable
gossip, and. un‘baunded ealumny.  She
would not touch a cdrd for the world, but
she plny ed over to Sir John the whele
game of the preceding Saturday night;
told him by what a shameful inattention
her partaer had lost the odd trick; and
that she should not have bden beaten after
all, had net her adversary, she verily be-
lieved, contrived to look over herhand.

Siy John seized the only minute in which
we were alone, to ask her to add a guinka
to a little sum he was collectmg for a poor
tradésman with a large family, who had
been burnt out a few nights ago. « His
wife,”s added he “ was your favourite
maid I)lxon, and both are deserving
people.”—« Ah, poor Dixen! >She was,
always unlucky,” replied the Lady. « How -

- could they be so careless? surely they might
v have put the fire out sooner. They should

< not
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not have let it got a-head. I 'wonder peo:
ple are not more active.”—@-“ It 1s too late
to enquire about that,” said Sir- John, .
« the question now is, not how their loss
might have been prevented but how it
‘may be repaired.” ¢ I am really qul‘é‘é
sorry;” said she, « that I can gue you n no-
thing. I have had so many calls lately,
that my charity purse is completely ex-
hausted—and that abominable Property-
tax makes me“quite a beggar.”

While shewas speaking, I glanced on the
open leaf at, « Charge them that are rich
in this world that they be ready to give;”
ahd directing my eye further, it fell on,
« Be not decelved God is not mocked’ .
These were the awful passages whleﬁ
formed a part of her Prparation, and this

-was the practical use she made of them!
'~ A dozen persons of both sexes « had
: their exits and their entrances” during our
stay; for the scene was so strange, and the
character so new to me, that I felt unwil-

ling to stir. Among other visitors was :
: Signor
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ngnor Squallini, a favourite opera singer,
" whom she patromzed Her face was lighted
up with joy atthe > sight of him. He brought
her an admired new air in which he was
prepar ing himsblf, and sung a few ‘notes,
¢hat she might sayeshe had heard it the
first.  She felt all the dignity of the pri-
Vilege, arld extolled the air with all the -
phrases, cant dand rapture of diletfanteism.
After this, she drew a paper from be-
tween the leaves of her still open book,
which she shewed him. It contained a
list of all the company she had engaged
to attend his benefit. ¢ I will call on some
others” said she,  to-morrow after prayers.”
I am sorry this is a week in which I cannot
seeny friends at their asseniblies, but on
Sunday youknow jt will be over, and I shall
have dny house full in the evening. Next
Monday will be Easter, and I shall be at
our dear Duchess's private masquerade, and
then I hope to see,and engage the whole
world.—Here are ten guineas,” said she,
ina half whisper to the obsequious Signor.
C - ; - “you
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% you may mention what I gave formy
ticket, and it may set the gaqhion going. »
She then pressed a txcket on Sir John and
another on me. He dechned saying with
great sang froid, “ You know we are
Handelians” Whavexcuse I made Ide
not well know; I only know that T saved
my ten guineas with a very bad grace, but
felt bound in conscience to add them to
what I had before subscribed ,to poor
Bixon. . Stk

_ Hitherto I had never seen the gnat-

- strainer, and the camel-swallower, so strik-
ingly exemplified. And it is obseryable
hbw forcibly the trath of Seripture is often
illustrated by those who live in the boldest’
opposition to it. If you have 7any doubt
while you are reading go into the -world
and your behef will be confirmed. .

As we took- our leave, she followed us
to the door. 1 hoped it was with the
gumea for the fire; but she only Whis'pei'ed
Sir John, though he did not go himself,
‘to prevailon such and such ladies to go to *
= Squalliry’s
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_ Squallinisbenefit. Pray do,” said she,

it will be a ¢harity. Poor fellow! he is
sadly out at elbows, he has a fine liberal
spirit, and cap hardly make his large in- '
come do.”

When we got intb the street we admired
the splendld chariot and laced liveries of
“this mdment profesaor, for whom our cha-
rity had been just solicited, and whose
“liberal spirit” my friend assured me, con-
sisted in sumptuous living, and the indul-
. gence of every fashionable vice.

I ecould not restrain my exclamations as
soonas we got out of hearing. To -Sir
John, the scene was amusing, but to Him
it had lost the interest of nbvelty. “ I have
known her ladyship about ~twelve years,”
said he, “and of course have witnessed a
dozeq of these annual paroxysis of de- :
votion, I am ~persuaded that she 5 a
gainer by them on her own principle, that
is, in the article of pleasure. This short
periodical ahstinence whets her :ip‘petite’
to a keener relish for suspended enjoyment;

-Cnd while she fasts from-amusements, her

VOL, I. G blinded”
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- blinded conscience enJoys the feast of self-
gratu,latlon She feeds on the remem-
brance of her self-denial, even after she has
returned to those delights ‘which she thinks
her retreat has fairly purchased. She con-
siders religion as a sysiem of pains and | pe-»
nalties, by the voluntary endurmg of which,
fora short time, she shall compound for
all the mdulgences of the year. Sheis
persuaded that something must be annu-
ally forborne, i order to make her peace.
After these periodical atonements, the
Almighty being in her debt, will be ob-
li-ged at last to pay her with heayen.
"This composition, which rather bringLs her
in on the creditor side, not only quiets
her conscience for the past; but enables
her joyfully to enter on 2 new score.”

I asked Sir John, how Lady Belfield
could associate with a woman of a charac-

_ter so opposite to herown? ¢ ‘What can
we do ?” said he, “we <annot be smgulﬂl‘
We must conform a little to the world in -
which we live.”  Trusting to his extremeé =

good-nature, and fired at the scene to which
: ‘ 1 had
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1 had been a witness, I ventured to ob-

serve that non-conformity to such a.world
as that of which this lady was a speci-
men, was the very criterion of the religion
taught by Him who had declared by way
~of pre-eminent distinction, that “his king-
-dom was not of this world.”

« You are a young man,” answered he
mildly, “and this del}cacy and these pre-
Judices would soon wear off, if you were to
live some time in the world.”—* My dear
Sir John,” said I warmly, “by the grace
of God, I never wil/ live in the world; at
least, I never will associate with that part
of it, whose society would be sure to wear
off that delicacy and remove those preju-

=

dices. Why this is retaining all- the worst

part of popery. Here is the abstinence
: without the de;fotion; the outward obser-
vance withotit the interior humiliation; the
suspending of sin, not only without any
desivgu»rof,forsakiqg it, but with a fixed re-
‘solution of returning to it, and of incfeaéing
the gust by the forbearance. Nay, the sins
- sheretainsin order to mitigage the horrors
G2 - of
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of %)r.bearar}ce, are as bad as those she Jays
down. A postponed sin, VYhiCh 1s fully
intended to be resumed, is as much worse
than a sin persisted in, as deliberate hypo-
crisy is worse than the the impulse of pas-
sion. I desire not a more explicit comment
on a text, which I was once almost terrpted
to think unjust; 1 mean, the greater faci-
lity of the entrance of gross and notorious
offenders -into heaven than of these for-
malists. No! if Miss Denham were sole
heiress to Creesus, and joined the beauty
of Cleopatra to the wit of Sappho, I never
would connect myself with a disciple of
that school.” '

« How many ways there are of being -
unhappy!” said Sir John, as we returr.ed
one day from aride we had taken some
miles out of town, to call on a friend of his.
<M. Stanhope, whomwe have just quitted,

"is a man of great elegance of mind. His
eﬁrly life was passed in liberal studies, and/
in the best company. But his fair pro#pects
were blasted by adisproportionate marriage:
‘He was drawn in by a vanity too natural &€
. v ; young
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¢ young men, that of fancying himself pre-
ferred by a weman, who had no one recom-
mendatwn but beauty To be admired by
her, whom allj his acquaintance admired,
m;atiﬁed his amour propre. He was over-
* come by her markéd attentions so far as to
, declare himself, without knowing her real
dlsposmon It was some time before his
prepossession allowed him to discover that
she was weak and ill-informed, selfish and
bad tempered. What she Wanted inunder
standing, she made up in spirit. The more
she exacted, the more he submitted; and
hey, demands grew in proportion to his sa-
crifices. My friend, with patient affection
struggled for a long time to raise her cha-
raéter, and to enlighten her mind; and
finding that she*pouted whenever he took
up @book, and that she even hid the news-
paper “before he had read it, complaining
thas he preferred any thing to her company,
the softness of hi¢ temper and his habitual
mdofénce at length prevailed. His better
Judgefnent sunk in the hopeless contest.
*For a quiet life, he has submitted to a dis-

' G3 graceful
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.
gracefuldife. The compromise has not aw-
swered. He has incurred the i degradation,
which by a more spirited conduct, he might
have avoided, and has midsed the quiet.
which he sacrificedhis d{gnity to purchase.
He compassionates her folly, and continues
to translate her wearisome interr;upt;ionsp )
anto the flattering language of affection.

«1n compliment to her, no less than in
Justification of his own choice, he has pes-
suaded himself that ali women are pretty
much alike. That in point of capacity, dis-
position; and knowlege, he has but drawn
the common lot, with the balance in his fa-
vour, of strong affection and unsullied
virtue. He hardly ever sees his fine library,
which is the object of her supreme aver-
sion, but wastes his days irf listless idleness
and his évenings at cards, the only tliing
in which she takes a lively interest. His
fire mind is, 1 fear, growing mean and
disingenuous. The gentleness of his tem-
per leads him not only. to sacrifice his
peace, but to mfrmge on his veracity n :
order to keep her quiet, ‘
- « All

N\
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< All the entertainment he finds at din-
ner lsa recapltulatlon of the faults of her
mmds, or the 1mpertmence of her footmen,
or the neghge;xce of her gardener. If to
please her he joins in the censure, she
turns suddenly abdht, and defends them.
If he vmdlcates them, she insists on their
1mmed1ate dxsmlssmn, and no sooner are
they irrevocably discharged, than she is
continually dwelling on their perfections,
and then it is only.their’ successors who
have any faults. :
« He is now so afraid of her driving out
his,few remaining old servants, if she sees |
his partiality for them, that in order to ¢on-
ceal it he affects to reprimand them as the
oifly means for them to secure her fa- -
vour. Thus the integrity of his heart is
givigg way to a petty duplicity, and the -
openness of his temper to shabby artifices.
He could submit to the loss of his com-
fort, but sensibly feels the dimunition of
his credit. The loss of his usefulness too .
isa ’onstant source of regret. She will
G 4 pot

»
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not even suffer him to act as a magistrate,
lest her doors should be beset with vaga-
bonds, and her hiouse dirtied by men in bum-
ness. If he chance to comlnend a dish he
has tasted at a friend’s house—Y es, evegy
" body’s things are goodbut her's—she can
never please—he had better always’*dme_u
abroad, if nothmg is fit to be eaten at
homei
“Though poor Stanhope’s conduet is so
correct, and his ‘attachment to his wife so
. notorious, he never ventures to commend
any thing thatis said or done by another
woman. She has, indeed, no definite object
of JL‘IIOUSY, but feels an uneasy, vague sen-
sation of envy at any thing or person he
admires. I believe she svould be jealous'of
_a fine day, if her husband praised it.
“If a tale reaches her ears of a V\‘Iifeo"WhO‘
has failed of her duty, or if the public papers -
record a divorce, then she awakens cher
husband to asenseofhis stiperior happiness,
and her own irreproachable. virtue. . O :
Charles, the woman who, reposing op the
laurels”

=
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Taurels of her boasted virtue, allows heijself
to be a disobliging, a peevish, a gloomy, a
discontented dpmpanion, defeats one great
end of the institution, which is happiness.
The wife who'violates the marriage vow,
,is”indeed more criminal; but the very
magnjtude of her crime emancipates her
*Husband ? while she who makes him not
dishonourable, but wretched, fastens on
~him a misery for life, from which no laws
can free him, and andergwhich religion .

2

alone can support him.”
We continued talking till we reached
home, on the multitude of marriages 1
- which the parties are  joined not matoeh-
ed,” and where the term wnion is a miser-
able, misnomer. I endeavoured to turn all
these new acquaintances. to account, and
consic}ered myself at every visit I made, as
taking a lesson for my own conduct. f
beheld the miscarriages of others, not only
with ¢ concern for the individual, but as bea-
cons to light me on my way. - It was no
» breach of charity to_use the ‘aberrations of

‘ G 5’ mY
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'my acquaintance for the purpose of mak-
ing my own course more direct. I took *
care, however, never to lo;’:e sight 6f the
humbling consideration th my own devia- -
tions were equally liable t:gbect)me the ob-
ject of their animadversion, if the sameu
‘motive had led them to the same scrntiny.
I remained some weeks longet in town'
indulging myself in all its safe sights, and
all its sober pleasures. I examined what-
ever was new ik art, or curious in science.
I found out the best pictures, saw the best
statues, explored the best musenms, heard
the best speakers in the eourts of law, the
best preachers in the church, and the best
orators in parliament; attended the best
lectures, and visited thebestcompany, in the
most correet, though nqt always the most
fashionable sense of the term. 1 assqciated
with many learned, sensible, and someplous
men, commodities, with which Londonv
“with all its faults, abounds, perhaps, more
than any other place on the habitable globe.

I became acquainted with many agifeeable;
1
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- well informed, valuable women, with a few
who even seemed in a good measure to live
above the werld while they were living in it.
There is a 'arge class of excellent female
characters, wio on account of that very
excellence, are little known, because to be

~ known is not their object. Their ambition
has a botter taste. They pass throﬁgh life
honoured and respected in their own small
but not unimportant sphere, and appro-
ved by him, « whese thev are, and whom
they serve,” though their faces are hardly
known in premiscuous society. If they
occasion little sensation abroad, they pro-
duce much happiness athome. And when
once a woman who has « all appliances
and means to get it,” car. withstand :the
intoxication of the flatterer, and the ado-
ration of the fashionable; can conquer the
fondaness for public distinction, can resist
temptations of that magic circle to which
she is courted, and in which she is quaii-
fied to shine —this is indeed a trial of firm-
ness; a trial in which those who have never
¢ 6 been
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been calléd to resist themselves, an hardly
judge of the merit of resistance in others.
These are the women wlio bless, dig-
nify, and truly adorn ‘society. The
painter indeed does not mle ‘his fortune
by their sitting to hig; the jeweller s
' neither brought into vogue by furnishing
their diamonds, nor undone by not being’ ¢

)]

paid for them; ‘the _prosperity of the mil-
liner does not depend on afﬁ‘(inw their
name to a cap qr a colour; the poet does
not celebrate them; the novellst does not
dedicate to them; but they possess the
affection of their husbands, the attachment
of their children, the esteem of the wWise
and good, and above all they possess his
favour, “ whom to know is life eternal.”
Among these I doubt not I might have
found objects hlgh]y deserving of my
heart, but the injunction of my fathei‘ was
“a sort of panoply which guarded it.
* I am persuaded that such women com-
pose a larger portion of the sex, than 18
' generally allowed It is not the numberp

| but,
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but the noise which makes a senaatlon, and
a set of falr dependent young creatures who
are eyery night forced, some of them re-
luctantly, up%)&nthé public eye; and a bevy
of faded matrons rouged and repaited for
am ungrateful pubyc, dead to their blan-
dishments, do not compose the whole fe
malé warld! I repeat it—a hundred amia-
ble women, who are living in the quiet
practice of their duties, and the modest
exertidn of their talents, do not fill the
public eye, or reach the public ear, like
one aspiring leader, who, hungering for
observation, and disdaining censure, dreads
not abuse but oblivion: who thinks it
more glorious to head a little 'ph:ﬂanx
of fashlonable followers, than to hold out,
as from her commandmv eminence, -and
imposing talents she might have done, a
shitring example of all that is great, and
good, and dignified in woman. These
self-appointed queens maintain an absolute
but ephemeral * empire over that little
fantastzc
o

i
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\ CHAP. XI.

:[‘HE three days previous to my leaving
London were paked with Sir John and
Lady Belfield. Knowing I was on the
.Wing for Hampshire, they promised to
make their long intended visit to Stanley-
Grove, during my stay there.

On the first of, these déys, we were
agreeably surprised at the appearance of
Dr. Barlow, an old friend of Sir John, and
the excellent rector of Mr. Stanley’s parish.
Being obliged to come to town on wrgent
business for a couple of days, he was
aharged to assure me ofs the cordial wel-
come, which gwaited me at the Grove. I
was glad to make this early acquaintance
with this highly respectable divine. I made
a thousand enquiries about his neighbours,
and expressed my impatience to know more
of a family, in whose characters I already
fel“g;‘,a more than common interest.

i « Sir,”

>
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« Sir,” said he, “if you set me talking

of Mr. Stanley, you must abide by the

consequences of your indigeretion, . and
bear with the loquacity, e¢f which that

subject never fails to make me guilty. He
is a greater blessing to e as a friend, amtl’

to my parish as an example and a bene-

[

¢

factor, than I can describe.” I assuged himee

that he could not be too minute in speak-
ing of a man, whom I had been earIy
taught to- admlre, by that ‘exact judge of
merjt, my late father. *

s Mr. Stanley,” said the worthy bector,
< is about six and forty, his admirable wife
is about six or seven years younger. He
passed the early part of his life in London,
in the best socxety His commerce w1th
the world was, to a mind like his, all pure
gain; for he brought away*from it all the
good it had to give, without exchangingfor
it one particle of his own integrity. He
acquired the air, manners, and sentimerits
of a gentleman, without any sacrifice of his

<mcenty Indeed he may be said to have
A tul{'led
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. furned his knowlege of the world to a
‘religious account, for it has enabled him to
recommend rejigion to those, who do not
like it well enoligh to forgive, for its sake,
the least aukwardne;s of gesture, or inele-
‘gance of manner.

i N¥hen I became acquainted with the
family,” continued he, “I told Mrs. Stan-
ley that I was afraid her husband hurt
religion*in one sense, as much as he recom-
mended it in anothery for that some men
who would forgive him his piety for the .
sake of his agreeahleness, would be led to
dislike religion more than ever in other

. men, inavhom the jewel was not so well Set.
“We should like your religious men well
endugh,” will they say, if they all re-
sembled Stanley.¥ Whereas the truth is,
they 3o not so much like Mr. Stanley’s re-
ligion, as bear with it for the pleasure which
“his ether qualities afford them' She as;

sured me, that this was not altogether the
case, for that his other qualities having

piones’d his way, and hewed down ‘the
& 5 - ; pre-

1
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prejudices which the reputmon of piety «
naturally raises, his endeavours to be useful
to them were much facilita/ed, and he not
only kept the ground he had gained, but |
was often able to turn this influence over
his friends to a better account than they’
had intended. He converted their a_cﬁfiirq;‘_ :
tion of him into arms against their own
€rrors.

«He possesses n perfectxon,” continued
Br. Barlow, “that sure criterion of abilities, »
a great power over the minds of his ac-.
quaintance, and has in a high degree that
rare talent, the art of conciliation without
the aid of ﬁattery I have seen maore men
brought over to his: opinion by a: manage-
ment derived from his knowlege of nlan-
kind, and by a principle‘which forbad his
ever using this knewlege but fors good
purposes, than T ever observed in any other
instance; and this without the slightest de-
viation from his scrupufdus probity.

¢ He 1s master of one great advantage n

converqatlon, that ' of not only kﬂDWmc
uhai
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wohatto say that may beuseful, but exactly
when to say it; in knowing when to press
a point and whei} ¢o forbear; in his sparing
the self-love of a vain man, whom he wishes
to reclaim, by contriying to make him feel
hlmself wrong without making him appear
ridiculbus, The former he knows is easily -

‘pardoned, the latter never. He has studied
the human heart long enough to know that -
to' wound pride is not the way to cure but
to inflame it; and thht exasperanng self-
conceit, will never subdue it. He seldom,
I believe, goes into company without an
earnest desire to be useful to some one in
1t; but if circumstances be adverse; if the
molluz tempora,_fandi do not present them-
selves ; he knows he should lose niore than
they “would gain;’ by trying to make the
occasion when he does not findit. AndI
have often heard him say, that when he
cannbt improve others, or be benefited by,
them, he endeavours to benefit himself by
the dl_sappomtment which does his own
mind s much goed by humbling him with
YRR : ' the

2
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the sense of his own useléssn(ess, as thee
subject he wished to hayve introduced,
might have done them. /

- “The death of his only son, about six
years ago, who had jlist entered: his eighth
year, is the only interruption his family’
have had to a felicity so unbroken, that L
told Mr. Stanley some such calamity was
necessary to convince him that he was not
to be put off with so poor a portion as this
world has to giVe. I added, that I should
have been tempted to doubt his being in
the favour of God, if he had totally es-
caped chastisement. A circumstance which
to ‘many parenté would have greatly aggra-
vated the blow, rather lightened it to him.
The boy, had‘he lived to be of age, Wwas
to have’ had a large independent fortune
from a distant relation, which will ngw go
to a remote branch, unless there should be :
another sén. “This wealth” said he to
me, “might have proved the boy’s snare,
~and this independence his destruction. He
who does all things well, has afflictga the

; ; péren'tsf‘

o
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parents, but he has saved the child.” The
loss of an only son, however, sat heavy on
his heart, but it was the means of enabling
him to glorify' God by his submission, I
~should rather say, by his acquiescence.
Gubmlssxon is only yielding to what we can-
not kelp. Acquiescence is a more sublime
kind of resignation. Itisa conviction that
the divine will is holy, just,and good. He
one day said to me, “we were too fond of -
the mercy, but not sufficiently grateful for
it. We loved him so passionately that we
might have forgotten who bestowed him.
To preserve us from this temptation, God
n glfeat mercy withdrew him. Letus turn
our eyes from the one blessing'we have lost,
to the countless mercies which are con-
tinued to us, and especially to the hand
which, confers them; to the hand which,
if we continue to murmur, may stripus of
our remaining blessings.” ° ;
“I cannot,” continued Dr. Barlow,
“make a higher eulogium of Mrs. Stanley
¢ than ‘- say, that she is every \'avayY wortl:,);:

@
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- of the husband whose happiness she makes.
They have a large family of lovely daugh-
ters of all ages. 'Luciﬁa, the eldest, is-near
nineteen; you would thyfk mie too poeti-
cal wére I to say she adorns every virtue
with ei}efy orace; and yet I should only
speak the simple truth. Pheebe, who js just
turned of fifteen, has not less vivacity aitd
sweetgqés than lier sister, but, from her ex-

P treme naiveté and warm—heartedness,rslm'
has somewhat, less discretion; and her fa-
ther says, that her education has afforded

_him, not less pleasure but more trouble,
for the branches shot so fast as to call for -

" _more pruning.” e . i

Before I had time to thank the good
Doctor for hig interesting little narratiove,‘ a
loud rap announced companys It was Lady
Bab Lawless. Waith her usual ver§atility
she plunged at once into every sque%t with
every body. She talked to Lady Belfield

| “of the news and her nursery, of poetry .

with Sir John, of politics with me, and
religion with Dr. Barlow. She talked well |
. Upg?
1
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upon most of these points, and not.ill upon
“any of them. For she had the talent of
embellishing subjects of which she knew
but little, and alkind of conjectural sagacity
and rash dexterity, which prevented her
(from appearing igriorant, even when she
knew_nothing. She thoubht that a full
‘Yonfidence in her own powers was the sure
way to raise them in the estimation of
others, and it generally succeeded. i
Turmng suddenly to Lady Belfield, she
said, “Pray my dear, ook at my flowers.”
“They are beautiful roses, indeed,” said
Lady Belfield, “and as exquisitely exact
as if they were artificial.”—“Which in
truth they are,” replied Lady Bab. “Your
mistake is a high compliment to them,
but not higher than they deserve. Look
especially at these roses in my-cap. You
positively shall go and get some at the
same place.” “Indeed,” said Lady Bel-
field, “I am thinking of laying ‘aside
flowers, though my children are hardly old
enoneh to take tothem.” “What affecta-
e’ o tion!”
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tion!” replied Lady Bab, «why you are
not above two or three and thirty; I am
almost as old again, and vet I don’t think
of giving up flowers to rhy children, or
my grandchlldlen,who will be soon want;
ing them. Indeed, I “only now wear white
roses.” 1 discovered by this, that,white
roses made the same approximzftion to 50~
briety in dress, that three tables made to
o it in cards. “Seriously though,” continued -
Lady Bab, “you must and shall go and
buy some of Fanny’s flowers. I need only'
tell you, it will be the greatest charity you
ever did, and then I know you won't rest
till you have been. A beautiful girl main-
tains her dying mother by making and
selling flowers. Here is her direction,”
throwing a card on the table. «QOh no,
this is notit. I have forgot the name,
but it is within two doors of your hair-
_dresser, in what d’ye call the lane, jugt out
of Oxford-street. Itis a poor miserable
_ hole, but her roses are as bright as if. they

grew in the gardens of Armidesd-n She *
» now
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. now rung the bell violently, saying she
had overstaid her time, though she had

- ot been in the Jouse ten minutes.

Next morning I attended Lady Belfield

_to,the exhlbltxon In’dnvmg home through
*one of the narrow passages near Oxford-
streee, I observed that we were in the
street where the poor flower-maker lived.
Lady Belfield directed her footman to en-
quire for the house. We went into it,"
and in a small but olean foom, up three
pair of stairs, we found a very pretty and
very genteel young girl at work on her
gay, manufacture. The young woman
presented her elegant performances with
an air of uncommon grace and modesty.

She was the more interésting, because

the delicacy of her appearance seemed to
procezd from ill health, and a tear stood
n her eye while she exhibited her works.
“You do not seem well, my dear,” said,
Lady Belfield, with a kindness which was
natural to her. “1I mnever care about my
* own®a2lth, madam,” replied she, “but T
® Kor 1. H fear
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fear my dear mother is dyifig.” She :

stopped, and the tears which she had en-
deavoured to restrain, now flowed plentl-
fully down her cheeks. ¢ Where is your
mother, child:” said Lady Belfield. “In
the next room, madam.” ¢ Let us see?
her,” said her Ladyship, < if it wonh» st0o
_much disturb her.” So saymw * she led’
the way, and I followed her.
We found the sick woman lyipg on a
little poor, but clean bed pale and emaci-
’ ated but she did not seem so near her end
as Fanny’s affection had made her appre-

hend.  After some kind expressiong. of -

corrcern, Lady Belfield enquired into their
 circumstances, which she found were de-
plorable.  “Bnt for that dear girl, ma-
dam, I should have perlshed with want,”

said the good woman; “since our nusfor-
tunés I have had nothing to support nme

but what she earns by making these flow- -

ers. She has ruined her own health; by
%1ttmg up the greateat part of the night

éo.—)‘ to
¢ L]
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to ‘procute me necessanes, whtle she hero
self lives on a crust.” ' :

I was so affected with tl'ns scene, that I
drew Lady Belfield into the next room.
“Jf we cannot preserve the mother, at

s Jeastletas save thie daughter from destruc-
tlon; saxd I; “you may command my
"purse.” "«1 was thinking of the same
thing,” she ‘replied. _*Pray, my good
girl, what sort of education have yeu had?”
« ), madam,” said she, *one much too
high for my situation. But my parents,
intending to qualify me for a governess, as-
‘the, safest way of providing for me, have
had me taught every thing necessary for
that employment. I have had the best
‘masters, and 1 hope 1 have not misem-
‘ployed my time,” < How comes it then,”
said.I, “that you were not placed out in
some family? < What, Sir! and leave my
‘deay mother helpless and forloin? ¥ had
rather live only bn my tea and dry bread; -
‘which indeed I have done for .many
mam)s, and supply her little wants, than ;
. H 2 enjoy
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enjoy all the luxuries in the world bt
distance from her.”
.~ “What were your mi‘cfortunes occa-
sioned by:” said I, while Lady Belfield was
talking with the mother -“Ome trouble
followed another, ' sir,’ " said she, “but what °
most completely ruined wus, and sent ‘h]yw
father to prison, and brought a paralytic
stroke on my mother, was his being ar-
rested fora debt of seven hundred pounds.
‘This sum, whicl he had promised to pay,
was long due to him for laces, and to my
mother for millinery and fancy dresses,
from a lady who has not paid it to this
moment, and my father is dead, and my
mother dying! This sum would have
saved them both . it
She was turning away te conceal the ex~
cess of her grief, when a venerable clgrgy-
man entered the room. = It was the rector
of the patish, who :came frequently, to
administer , spiritual  consolation to the
poor worman. Lady Be]‘ield knew him

S

slfgmly 3
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» slightly, and hlcrhly respected his charac-
ter. She took him aside, and questloned
him as to the Qisposition and conduct of
these people, especially the young woman.
His testimony was highly satisfactory.

"The girl, he said, had not only an excel-
lent @ducation, but her understanding and
principles were equally good. He added,
that he reckoned her beauty among her
misfortues. It made good people afraid
to take her into the house, and exposed
her to danger from those of the opposite
description.

Lput my purse mto Lady Belﬁeld’
hands, declining to make any present my-
self, lest after the ‘remark he had just

malle, T should incur the’ suspicions of
the worthy clergyman. ;

We pron; ised to call again the next day,
and took our leave, but not txll we had
possessed ourselves of as many "Howers as
she could spare. 'Ibegged that we. might

stop and send some medical assistance to
o S I 3 = the
> ’ s
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liberal on the one hand; on the other
vain, sentimental, romantie, extravagantly
addicted to dissipation and; expence, and
with that union of contrarieties which dis™
tinguishes her, equally_devoted to poetry
and gaming, to hberahty aud injustice.
She is too handsome to be envxczus, cd‘nd

too generous to have any relish for detrac-

tion but she gives to excess into the op-
posite fault. As Lady Denham canedetect
blemishes in the‘most.perfect, Lady Mel-

bury finds perfections in the mostdepraved.

I‘rom a judgement which cannot diseri-
mmate, a temper which will not censure,
and ‘a hunger for popularity, which can
feed on the coarsest applause, she flatters
egregiously and universally, on the princigfie
of bemg paid back usuriously in the same

«coin.  Prodigal of her beauty, she exists
‘but on the homage paidto itfrom the draw- -

ing-room at‘St. James’s, to the mob at the
opera house door. Candout inher is as mis-
chievou‘s as calumny in others, for it buoys
up characters which ought to sink. e~ Not

-

i

coritent g
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content with ‘being blind to the bad qua-
‘Lities of her favourrtes she 1nvents good
ones for them, and you would suppose her
corrupt ¢ little senate” was a choir of
seraphims. B :

Arecent circumstan cerelated by Sll‘J ohn
_ walquite characteristical. Her favourite
maid was dangerously ill, and earnestly
begged to see her lady, who always had
loadedsher with favours. Toall company
she talked of the virtues of the poor Toi-
nette, for whom she n‘ot‘dn]y expressed, but
feltreal compassion. Instead of one apothe-
cary who wonld have sufficed, two phy-
'sicians were sent-for; and she herself re-

solved to go up and visit her, as soon as she
h2d finished setting to mtsic an elegy on
the death of heraJava sparrow.- Just as she
had «completed it, she received a fresh in-.
treaty to see her maid, and was actually
got,to the door in order to go up stairg,
when the millener came in with such a dis-
tracting variety of beautiful new things, that
th@e was no possibility of letti‘ng‘ them go-
b s H 5 oL

-
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till she had tried every thing on, one after .
the other. This took up no little time.
To det_ermine’ which she should keep and
which return, where all was so attractive,
took up still more. After numberless yi- =
cissitudes and fluctuations of racking’
thought, it was at lengthdecided she sﬁbul{l‘.
take the whole. 'The milliner withdrew;
thelady wentup—Toinettehad just expired.

I found her manners no less faseinating:
than her person. With all her modistr
graces, there was a tincture of romance and:
an appearance of softness and sensibility
which gave her the variety of two charac-
ters. She was the enchanting woman of
fashion, and the elegiac muse.

Lady Belfield had taken care to cover
her work table with Fanny’s flowers, with-
a view to attract any chance visitor. <Lady
Melbury adrhired them excessively. “You
anust do ‘more than admire them,’ said
Lady Belfield, you must buy and recom-
mend.” She then told her the affecting |

- scene we had witnessed, and desexTbedt the
¥ A amiable
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amiable :g;irl ‘who supported the dying
mother by making these flowers. “Itis
quite enchantiftg continued she, resolving
to attack Lady Melbury in her own senti-
mental way,  to sen this sweet girl twisting
rose-buds, and forming hyacinths into bou-
,.qu‘e?s."; $Dear, how charming!” exclaimed:
Eady Melbury, “itis really quite touching;
I will make a subscription for her, and write
atthe head of the lista meltmg description
of her case. She shall brmg me all her
flowers, and as many more as she can make.
But no, we will make a party, and-go and’
seoher. You shall carry me. How Interest.
ing to'see a beautiful creature making roses-
and hyacinths! her delicate hands and fair
complexion must be amazingly set off by
the contrast of *the bright flowers. If it
weré a._coarse locking girl spinning hemp,
to be sure one should pity her, but it wonld:
no® be half so memng. Tt will be delight-
fal. I will call on you to-morrow, exactly:
<8t two, and carry you'all. Perhaps,” whis~
pere’d she to Lady Belfield, « I may work:
16 - up
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up the circumstances into a sonnet. Do
think of a striking title for it. On second

thoughts, the sonnet shallsbe sent about

with the subscnptlon, and I'll get a pletty

,v1gnette to suit it.” o

¢« That fine creature,”  said Sir John; in
an accent oi:‘ckompassmn, as she W{Ent“b’ut,‘ :

“was made for mobler purposes.. How
grievously does she fall short of the high
expectations her early youth had caised!
Oh! what a sad Seturn does she make to
Providence for his richand varied hounties !
Vain of her beauty, lavish of her monév,
careless of her reputatmn associating: wgth
the ‘worst company, yet formed forthebest ;
Jiving on the adulation of parasites, whose
understanding she despises! I grieve %o
compare what she is withewhat she might
have been, had she married a man of spirit,
who would prudently have guided and ten-
derly have testrained her. He has ruined:
her. and himself by his mdlﬁ'erence and -
easiness of temper. Satisfied: with knowing
how mnoh she is admired and he envied;™ he

pever”

x
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' never thohght of reproving or restricting
her.. He is proud of her, but has no par-
ticalar delight in her company, and trusting
to her honour, lets her follow her own
devices, while he follows his. She is a

" striking instance of the eccentricity of that

,boiﬁ’lty which springs from mere sympathy
and feeling. ~Her charity Trequires stage
effect; objects that have novelty, and
circumstances which, as Mr. Bayes says,
“elevate and surprise.” She lost, when an
infant, her mother, a woman of sense and
piety: who, had she lived, would have
foymed the ductile mind of the daughter,
turned her various talents into other ¢han-
nels, and raised her character to the eleva-
tion it was meant to re#ch. Had she a
child, I verily think hersweetNature would
quite domesticate her.”

“How melancholy,” said I, “that so su-
pexior a woman should live so'much belgw
her high destination! She is doubtless ‘
destitute of any thought of religion.”

“%‘You are much mistaken,” replied Sir

3 JOBn, «J will not say indeed that she

entertaind
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entertains much thoughtébout it; butshe by
no means denies its truth, nor neglects oc-
casionally-to exhibitits outwiard and visible:
signs. She has not yet completely forgotten
All that the nurse and al] the priest have ta,uv'hé‘_
1 do not think that, like Lady Denham, she
considers it as a commutation, butshe plenl
serves it asahabit. A religious exercise,
however, never interferes with a worldly:
one. - They are taken up in succession, but
W.lth this distinetion, the worldly business.
is to be done, the religious one is not alto--
gether tobe left undene. She hasa moral.
chemisti‘y which excels 1 the amalgama-
tion of contradictory ingredients. On a
Sunday at Melbury castle if by any ﬂtranff@
accident she and her lord happen to be
there together; she first reads him a sermon,
| and plays at cribbage with him the rest, of*
the evening. In town one Sunday when
she had a cold she wrote 2. - very pleasihg
hymn, and then sat up all night at deep
play. She declared if she had been suc

cessful she would have given her wmnmgs 5
to.
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to charit{; but as she lost some hundreds,
she said, she could new with a safe con-
science borrow; that sum from her c-hari{y;
purse; which she had hoped to add to it,
to-pay her debt of honoul
Next day, WlthHl two hours of her ap-
pmmted time, she came, and was compli-
% mented by Sir John on her punctuahty
“Indeed,” said she, “I am rather late, but
I metowith such a fascinating German novel,
that it positively chained me to my bed tilk
‘past three. I assure you I never lose time
by not rising. In the course of a few winters
I, have exhausted half Hookham's cata-
logue, before some of my acquairtance
are awake, or I myself am out of bed.”
9 We soon stqp”i)ed. at the humble door of
which we were in search. Sir John con-
ducted Lady Melbury up the little winding
stairs. I assisted Lady Belfield. We
reached the room, where Fatiny was just
tinishing a beautiful bunch of jongquils.
¢ How picturesque,” whispered Lady Mel-

Burp to mel—< Do lend me your pencil;
o . Imust

>
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I must takea sketch of that sweet girl witl -
the jonquils in her hand.—¢ My dear crea-
ture,” continuedr she, “ yougmust not only
let me have these, but you must makeme *
twelve dozen more. floyers as fast as pog-
sible, and be sure let me have a great many
sprigs of jessamine and myrtle. B0 'Ehen
snatching up a wreath of various coloured
geraniums—*“ I must try this on my head
by the glass.” - So saying she ran iato an
adjoining room, tlie door of which was open ;
Lady Belfield having before stolen into it
to speak to the poor invalid. :
Assoon as Lady Melbury got into the
roon), she uttered a loud shriek. Sir John
and I ran in, and were shocked to find her
near fainting. « Oh, Belfield,” said slfe,
“this is a trick, and a meost cruel one!
Why did you not tell me where you were
bringing me? Why did you not tell me the
ipeople’s nhme!”—<I have never heard
it myself,” said Sir John; “ on. my honour
I do not understand you.”—¢* You know
a5 much of the woman as I leno®%,”
osaid ¢
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, said Lady‘Belfield. -“Alas, much more,”
cried she, as fast as her tears would give
her leave to spgak. She retired to the
window for air, Wrincring her hands, and
called for aglass of water to keep her from -
Jfamtma‘ I turned to the sick woman for
an E:;planatlon, I saw her countenance
much changed.

“This, sir,” said she,. “is the lady,
whose debt of seven hundred pounds ruined
me, and was the death of mfy husband.” I
was thunderstruck, but went to assist Lady -
Melbury, whoimplored Sir John togohome
with her instantly, saying her coach should
come back for us. “But, dear Lddy
Belfield, do lend me twenty guineas, I have
not*a sh;lllng about me.>—“Then, my
dear Lady Melbury,” said Lady Belfield,
“how, could you order twelve dozen ex-
‘pensive flowers?”—Oh,” said she, “Idid
not guean to have paid for thet till nexg
year.’—% And_hew,” replied Lady Bel-
field, (,Quld the debt’ whleh was not to

’ havg bcaE,n pald for a i:v»elvc.tmtg)> h have re- -
{ §, - lieved.
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lieved the pressing wantsofa creature, who .
must pay ready money for her materials*
However, as you are so distressed, we will
contrive to do without your money.”—
" ] would pawn my diamond necklace di-
rectly,” returned she, but speaking lower,’
“toown the truth, it isalready ifi"the
jeweller’s hands, and I weara paste neck-
lace of the same form.” : )
Sir John knowing I had beert at my
banker’s that morning, gave me such asig-
nificant look as restrained my hand, whieh
was already on my pocket-bock. Im great
seeming anguish, she gave Sir John her
hand who ' conducted her to her coach-
As be was leading her down stairs, she
solemnly decldred she would never 2dain
run in debt, neverorder more things than
she wanted, and above all would mever
play while she lived. She was miserable
‘pecause she durst not ask Lord Melbury
to pay this woman, he havmg already given
her money three times for the purpose
which she had lost at fare.. Then?atfﬁct-
- mg;
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* ‘g, she p[;otested, if ever she did touch a
eard ggain, it should be for the sole purpose
of getting something to discharge this debt.
Sir John earnestly conjured her not to Iajr 7
: “sthat flattering unction to her soul,” but
to convert the present vexation into an
3@ccasmnsaof felicity, by making it the me-
morable and happy @ra of abandoning a
practice, which injured her fortune, her
fame, her principles, and her peace. “Poor
thing,” said Sir John, when he repeated
this to us,
Ease Will recant !
¢ YVows made in pain, as violent and void.
“In an interval of weeping, she told ;ne,”
added he, “that she was to be at the opera
to-morht To the opera, faro will succeed,
and to-morrow probably the diamond ear-
rings will go to Gxey: in pursuit of the
necklace.”
Lady Belfield | enquired o{" Fanny hov%ﬁ"’:’d
bappened that Lady Melbury, who talked
w1th ller, without surprize or emotion, dis=

. covex ed so much of both at the bare srﬂ‘ht
Qf
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of her mother.” The girl explained this By
saying, that she had never been in the way
while they lived in Bond-street, when her
ladyship used to come, having been always
employed in an upper room or attending ‘.
her masters. 4
. Before we parted, effectual meastres were
taken for the comfortable subsistence of the.
sick mother, and for alleviating the sorrows,
~ and lightening the labours of the daughter,
and next morning I set out on my journey
for Stanley Grove, Sir John and Lady
Belfield Prormsmg to follow me in a few
W eeLs

-

As soon as I gotinto my post chaise, and
fairly turned my back on London, I fellinto
avariety of reflections on the persons with

‘whom I had been living. In this solilogdy,
I was particularly struck with that discre-
- pancy of characters, all of which are yet m-

cluded under the broad comprehensive ap-
pellatlon

2’
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pellationof Christians. 1foundthatthough
all differed widely from each other, they dif-

fered still more wldely from that rule by
which they professed to walk. Yet not one
ofothese characters was considered as dis-
weputable. There was not one that was
prophane or profligate. Not one who
would not in conversation have defended
Christianity if its truth had been attacked.
Not onewho derided or even neglected its
forms; and who in her o¥n class would
not have passed for religious. Yet how
little had any one of them adorned the pro--
fession she adopted! Of Mrs. Ranby, Mrs
Fentham, Lady Bab Lawless, Lady Dén-
ham, Lady Melbury, which of them would
notshave been startled had her Christianity
been called in’ Questidn? Yet how merely
specu]ativé was the religion of even the
mostseriousamong them! How superficial,
or ingonsistent, or mistaken, or hollow, or,*
hypocritical, or se¥f-deceiving was that of
all the others! Had either of them been
asked from what source she drew her reli-
4 ) , gion,
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gion, she would indignantly haveanswered,
from the Bible. Yet if we compare the
copy with the model, the Christian with
Christianity, how little can we trace the re- |
semblance! In what particular did their
lives imitate the life ‘of Him who pleased:
not himself. who did the willof his Fether;
who went about doing good? How irre:
concileable is their faith with the prineiples
which He taught! How dissimilar their

- practice with the precepts He delivered!
How inconsistent their lives with the ex-.
ample He bequeathed! How unfounded
their hope of heaven, if an entrance into
heaven be restricted to those who are liké
spinded with Christ!

“‘C:HAI\
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- CHAP. XIIL

MY father had been early in life inti-
urn;tely connected with the family of Mr.
Stanlgy. Though this gentleman was his
Janior by several years, yet there subsisted
between them such a similarity of tastes,
~ sentiments; views, and principles, that they -
lived in the closest friendship; and both
their families having in the early part of
their lives resided in London, the occasions
of that thorough mutual knowlege that
glows out of familiar intercourse, were
much facilitated. I remembered Mr. Stan-
leyp when I was a very litfle boy, paying
an annual visit to, my father at the priory,
and I had retained an imperfect but pleas-
ing impression of his countenance and en-
gaging manners. : 4
Having had a large estate left him
in Hampshlre, ‘he settled there on his
masriage; an intercourse of letters had

kept wup- the mutual attachment between
him -

o
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him and my father. ~On the death of each «
_ parent, I had received a cordial invitation
to come and soothe my scrrows in his so- -
ciety.” My father enjoined me that one of
my first visits after his death, should bgto
the Grove; and in truth, I now considered”
my Hampshire engagement as the honng
bowche of my southern excursion.

1 reached Stanley Grove before dinner.
1 found a spacious mansion, suite@ to the
ample fortune and liberal spirit of its pos-
sessor. 1 was highly gratified with fine
forest scenery in the approach to the park.
The house had a noble appearance without
and within, it was at once commodious and
elegant. It stood on the south side of a
hill, nearer the bottent than the sumthit,
and was sheltered on the north-east by 2
fine old wood. - The park, though a was
. not very extensive, was striking from the
heautiful inequality of the ground, which
was richly clothed with themost picturesque’
oaks I ever saw, interspersed with stately
beeches. The grounds were laideout® in-

1 2 gOO(r
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good taste, but thpugh the hand of modern
unprovement was visible, the own:er had
in one instance %pared'

The obsolete prolixity of shade,

c

“for which the most interesting of poets so

pathetically pleads. The poet’s plea had
saved the avenue. :

I was cordially welcomed by Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley; and by that powerful and
instantaneous impression which fine sense
and good breeding joined to high previous
veneration of character, produce on the
feelings of the guest, I at once felt myself
at home. All the preliminaries of gradual
acquaintance were in a manner superseded,
and'I soon experienced that warm and af-
fectionate esteem which seemed scarcely to
require intercourse to strengthen, or time
to confirm it. Mr. Stanley had only a few :
minutes to present me to his lady and two”
levely daughters, before we were summon-
ed to dinner, to which a considerable par-
ty had 'been invited; for the neighbour-
Kood was populous and rather pohshed

VOL. I. ) § ® The
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- 'The conversation after dinnet was ratio-
nal, ai imated, and instructive. I observed
that M. Stanley lost no opportunity which
Aairly" offered, for suggesting useful reflec-
tions. But what chjefly struck me in his
manner of conversing was, that withoutever*
pressing religion unseasonably into the‘ser;
vice,he had the talent of making the mostor-
dinary topicssubservient to instruction, and
ofextracting some profitable hint, opstriking
out some important light, from - subjects
whichinordinary handswould not have been
s‘ﬁsceptible of improvement. It was evi-
dent that pietywas the predominating prin-
ciple of his mind, and that he was consult-
ing its interests as carefully when prudence
made him forkear to ;')i-e,s.sit, as whenpro-
prie'éy allowed him to introduce it. This
piety was rather visible in the seniment
than the phrase. He was of opinion that
‘bad taste could never advance the intgrests
of Christianity. And he "gaVe less offence to
“ worldly men, than most religious people 1
have known, because though he vwatﬂdi"o:
: v

[
x
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no human consideration, abate one atom of

zeal, nor lower any doctrine, nor dlsgmse
any truth, ney palliate, nor trim, nor

compromise, yet he never contended for

words-or trifling distinctions. He thought

it detracted from no man’s plety to bring \
allHis elegance of expression, his correct-

ness of taste, and his accuracy of reason-
ing to the service of that cause, which lies
the nearest to the heart of every Christian,

and demands the best exertion of his best

faculties. ;
He was also forward to promote subjeéts

of praetical use in the affairs of common

hte, suited to the several circumstances and
pursuits of his guests. Buthe particularly

rejoiced that there' was so ‘broad, and safe,

and uninclosed a‘field as general literature.
Thisshe observed always supplies men of
education, with an ample refuge from all
vulgar and dangerous and unproductlve to*
pics. “«If we cannot,” said he, by friendly
intercourse, always raise our principles, we
may al‘ways ‘keep our understandings in°

12 exercise;
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exercise ; and those: authors whasupply se |
peccable a creature as man, with subjects
of elegant and innocent discussion, Ido not
réckon among the lowest benefactors of
mankind.” ! i i
In my further acquaintance with Mr.”
Stanley, I have sometimes observedwv‘ith
what address he has converted a merely
moral passage to a religious purpose. I
have known him, when conversing-with a
-man, who would not have relished a more
sacred authority, seize on a sentiment in
Tully’s Offices, for the lowest degree in
his scale of morals, and then, gradually
ascending, traceandexalt the same thought
through Paley or Johnson, or Addison,or
Bacon, till he has unsuspectedly landed%lié
opponentin the pure ethics of the gospel,
‘and surpnsed him into the adoptloq, of 2
Chrlstlan principle, - «
. As I hadheardthere wasaﬁnehttle ﬁock :
of children, I was surprised, and .almost
disappointed every time the door opened

not to see themappear, for I already began A
ter
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to take an interest inall that related to this
most engaging family. The ladies having
to our great gratification, sat fonger than
is usual at most tables, at length obeyed

the signal of the mistress of the house.
A hey w1thdrew, followed by the sts
Stanleys,

“ With grace
Which won who saw to wish the.r stay.

After their departure, the conversation was
not changed. There was no occasion it
‘could not become more rational, and we
‘did not desire that it should become less
pure. Mrs. Stanley and her fair friends
had taken theirshare in it with a goodsense
and delicacy which raised the tone of our
society : and we did not give them to un-
derstand by a loud laugh before they were-
out of hearing, that we rejoiced in being
emsncipated ﬁ:om the restraint of their
presence.
Mrs. Stanley is a graceful and elegant
' woumar. Among a thousand other excellen:
cies, she is distinguished for her judgment
I3 m: -
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adapting her discourse to the character of »

her guests, and for being singularly skilfu}
in selecting her topics of conversation. I
never saw a lady who possessedthe talentof
diffusing at her table,so much pleasure to

those around her, without the smallest de- *
viation from her own dignified purity. 'STle‘

asks such questions, as strangers may be
likely to gain, at least not to lose, eredit
by answering ; and she suits her ifiterro-

_.gations to the kind of knowlege they may
- be supposed likely to possess. By this,two

-ends are answered: while she gives her
guest an ocecasion of appearing to adven-

g tage, she puts herself in the way ofgaining -

some information. From want of this dis-
cernment,1haveknownladies ask a gentle-
man justarrived from the East Indies,ques-
tions about America: and others, from the
absence of that true delicacy, which, where:
it exists, shews itself even on the smaldest
occasions, who have enqmred of a person

" how he liked such abook, though she knew,

that in the nature of things, there Was fo
probabxhty
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. probability of his ever having heard of it.
Thus assuming an ungenerous superiority
herself, and mostifying another by a sense -
‘of his own comparative ignorance. If there
is any one at table who from his station

“ has Jeast claim to attention, he is sure to
be treated with particular kindness by
MlS Stanley; and the diffident never fail
to be encouraged, and the modest to be
brought forward, by the kindness and re-
finement of her attentiond.

When we were summoned to the draw—
ing room, I was delighted to seefour beau-
tiful children, fresh as health and gay as
youth could make them, busily engaged
with the ladies. One was romping; ano-

- thér singing; a third was shewing some
drawings of birds, the natural hlstory of
which she seemed to understand; a fourth
had spread a dissected map on the carpet,
and: had pulled down her eldest sister on
the floor to shew'her Copenhagen. It was
an animatinrr scene. I could have devours

e!ftlmtnweet creatures, I got credit with
£ 3 thv
14
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the little singer by helping hel to a line .,

. which she had forgotten, and with the

geographer by my superier acquamtance
with the shores of the Baltic.

- In the evening, when the company hyd
left us, I asked Mis. Stanley how she came
so far to deviate from established gustdm” asg:
not to produce her children immediately
after dinner? “You must ask me,” said Mr.
Stanley, smiling, « for it was I who first
ventured to suggest this bold innovation.
1 love my children fondly, but my children
I have always at home; I have my friends

“but seldom; and I do not chuse that any

portion of the time that I wish to dedicate .
to intellectual and social enjoyment,should
be broken in wpon by another, and ’n
interfering pléasure, which I have always

. within my reach. At the same time } like

my children to see my friends. = Company
amuses, iniproves, and polishes them. I
therefore consulted with Mrs. Stanley, how ¢
we could so manage, as to enjoy our friends - |
without locking up our children. She fe- -
commended”
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‘ma, are too apt ta cram them. Bemdes,
poor little dears, it mixes too much sel-
fishness with the natural delight they have
in seeing company, by conneeting with it
theidea of the goodsthings they shall get:
Bat by this alteration, we do all in our
‘power to infuse a little disinterestédness
into the pleasure they have in coming to
us. We love them too tenderly, to crib
their litle enjoyments, so we give them
two pleasures instead of one, for they have
vthelr desert and our company in succes-
sion.”

Though I do not approve of too great
familiarity with servants, yet'I think that
toan old and faithful domestic, superior
consideration 4s due. My attendant on
my present tour had lived in our family
from his youth, and had the caresof me
“before: T can remember. His fidelity and
cgood sense, and I may add his piety had
obtainedfor him the privilege of free speak-
ing. “Oh,sir,” said he, when he camé
to attend me next morning, we are gOt

into the right house at last. Such'a fa-
‘mily!
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—mﬂy‘ so godly!-so sober! so chamtabk*
“Tisall ofa piece here, sir. 'Mrs. Com- -
fit, the housekeeper, tells me that her
master and mistress are the example ofall
the rich,.and the refuge of all the poorin
the neighbourhood. And as to Miss Lu- i
_cilld, if the blessing of them that are
ready to perish, can send anybody to hea-
ven, she will go there sure enough.” 3
Thisrhapsody of honest Edwards warm-
ed my heart, and put me in mind, that 1
had neglected to enquire after this worthy
housekeeper, who had lived with my
grandfather, and was at his death trans-
planted into the family of Mr. Stanley.
I paid a visit, the first opportunity, to the
-good woman in her roora, eager to learn
more of 2 family who so much resembled
my-own parents, and for whom I had al-
ready conceived somethmg more tender
th~n mere respect.
I congratulated Mrs. Comﬁt on the hap-
piness of living in so valuable a family.
In velurn, she was even eloquent in their

praises. “Her mistress,” she said, “was 3
pat-
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pattern for ladies, so strict, andyet so kind
but now indeed Miss Lucilla has takenal-
most all the family cares srom her mam-
‘ma.. The day she was sixteen, sir, that is
_about two years.and a_half ago, she began
to _inspect the household affairs a little,
and as  her knowlege ' increased, she took
more and ‘more upon her.  Miss Phoebe
will very soon be old enough to relieve
her sister; but my mistress won't iet her
daughters have’ any thing to do with fa-
mily affairs, till they are ‘almost women
grown, both for fear it should take them
off from their learning, and also give them’
a low turn about eating and caring for
niceties, and lead them into vulgar gossip,
‘and familiarity vith servants. It is time
-eniough, she- says, when their characters
are a little formed, they will then .gain
all the good and escape all the danger.”
~Seeing me listen with  the most eager
and delighted attention, the worthy wo-
man proceeded. “In Summer, sir, Mm
Stanley rises.at—rsi}‘:, and spends two- hml“‘l’ﬁ ‘
, ‘ A

'y
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in her cldset, which is stored with the best
books. At eight she consults me om the
state of provisidns, and other famnﬂy mat-
ters, and gives me a bill of fare, - subjeet'
to the inspection of her mamma. The
cook has. great pleasurein acting under her
;&ﬁ'e&tion, because she allows that miss un-
derstands when things are well done, and
never finds fault in the wrong place;
which*she says, is a great mortification in
serving ignorant hdies, who praiée or find
fault by chance; not according to the
cook’s performance, but their own hu-
mour.  She looks over my accounts every
week, which being kept so short, give her
but little trouble, and onee a:month she
settles every thing with her mother.

“"Tis a pleasure, sir, to see how skilful
sheis in. accounts! One can’t impose upon
her a farthing if one would; and yet she
is s0 mildand so reasomable! and so quick
at distinguishing what are mistakes, and
‘what are wilful faults! Then she is so com-
pﬁsanﬁate' It.wxll be a heart-breaking day

Yig ab

>
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-at the Grove, sir, whenever mis$ marries.
‘When my master is sick, she writes his let-
ters, reads to him, and asswsts her mamma

“in nursing him.

- “After her mommg.s work sir, does she

comeinto company, tired and cross, as la- *
dies do who have done nothing, oy are but .
just up? No, she comes in to make break-
fast for her parents, as fresh as a rose, and
as gay asa lark. An hour after breakfast;
she and my master read some learned books

ogether. She then assists in teaching her
little sisters;and never were children better
instructed. - One day in a week, she sets
aside both for them and herself to work for
the poor; whom she also regularly visits
at their own cottages, two evenings in the
week ; for she says it would be troublesome
and look ostentatious to- have her- fasher's
doors crouded with poor people, neither
eould she get their wants and their cha-

‘racters half so well as by going herself to

their own houses. My dear mistress has

given hEr a smell Toom 2s a'stosehouse
J for
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for clothing and books for -her indigent
neighbours. ~ In this room each: of the
younger daughters, the day she is seven
years old, has her own drawer, with her
same written on if; and almost the only
competition among them is, whose shall
#be’soovest filled with caps,’ aprons, and
handkerchiefs. The working day is com-
monly concluded. by one of these chari-
table’visits. The dear creatures are load-
ed with their little work baskets, crammed
with necessaries. This, sir, is the day,
and it is always looked forward to with
pleasure by them all.  Even little Celia,
the youngest, who is but just turned of
five, will come to me and beg for some-
thing good to put in her basket for poor
Mary or Betty such aone. I wonder I
do not see any thing of the little dar-
lings; it is about the time they used to
P2y me a visit. ;
“On Sundays before: church they attend
the village school; when the week's pocket
‘morﬁey, which has been carefully hoarded

- for

>
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for the purpose, is produced for rewards °

to the most deserving scholars. ~ And yet,
sir, with all this, you may bt in the house
a month without hearing"a‘ word. of the
matter; itisall doneso quietly; and when
they meet at their meals they are more
cheerful and gay than xf they had beer®
- ever so idle.”

Here Mis. Comfit stopped, for just then,
two sweet little cherry cheeked figures pre-
sented themselves at the door, swinging a

straw basket between them, and erying out

in a little begging voice, “pray, Mrs. Com-
fit, bestow your charity,—we want some-
thing coarse for-the hungry, and something
nice for the sick,— poor Dame Alice and
her little grand-daughter!” = They were
going on, but spying me, they. coloured up
to the ears, and ran away as fast as they

could, though I did all in my power to de-

tain them. ° ol

¥






try 6f~feature§, as the joint triutnph of in- :
tellect and sweet temper. A fine old peet
has well deseribed her: « |

= Her pure and elo:juent blood
_S_pok_e in her cheeks at_)‘il S0 distinctly»wrongh%, 5
: Th# d"ng COl‘lld‘ almost say her body‘ tlnm_gbhi::‘%%~
Her conversation, like her countenance, is
compounded of liveliness; sensibility, and
delicacy. She does not say things to be
quoted, but theeffect of her conversation
is that it leaves an impression of pleasureon
the mind, and a love of goodness on the
heart. She enlivens without dazzling,and
entertains without overpowering. Content-
ed to please, she has noambitionto shine.
There is nothing like effort in ‘her expres-
sion, or vanify in her manner. She has
rather a playful gaiety than a pointed wit.
Of repartee she has little, and dislikes itin
others; yet I have seldom met with a tguer
taste for inoffensive wit. ¢ Taste is iqdeed
the predominating quality of her mind; and
she may rather be said to be a nice jadgesof
the genius of others, than to be a genius’
a 2 heruelﬁ\(g

[
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»herself. She has 2 qmck (perceptlon of
whatever is beautiful or defective, in com~
position or in churacter. The same true
 taste pervades her writing, herconversation; -
her, dress, her domestjc arrangements, and
her gardening, for which last she has both
a assion and a talent. Though she has a
correct ear, she meither sings nor plays;
and her taste is so exact in drawing, that
she really seems to have le compas dans
Peeuil ; yet I never saw a peéncil in her fin<
gers, except to sketch a seat ora bower for
the pleasure ground. Her notions are too
just fo allow her to he satisfied with me-
diocrity in any thing, and for perfection
in many things, she thinks that life istoa
shott, and its duties too yarious and im-
portant. Having five younger sisters to
assist,, has induced her to neglect some -
acquisitions which she would have liked.
Had she been an only daughter} she owns
that she would h4ve indulged a little more
in the garnish and decoration of life.

A, ker early age, the soundness- of her
7 » Eudgh

B S : .
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judgmgnt on persons and things cannot be.

derived from experience; she owes it toa .

tact so fine as enables hev to seize on the
strong feature, the prominent circumstance,
the leading point, instead of confusing her
mind and dissipating her attention, on thé
inferior parts of a character, a hook; oxa
business. This justness of thinking teaches
her to rate things according to their worth,
and to arrange them according to- their
place. Her manner of speaking adds to
the effect of her words, and the tone of
her voice expresses with singular felicitj,'
gaiety or kindness, as her feelings direct,
and the occasion demands.  Thisimanner
is so natural, and her sentiments spring s
spontaneously from the occasion, that itis
_obvious that dxsplay is never in her head;
nor an eagerness for praise in her heart. o
never heard her utter a word which I could
have wished unsaid, or a sentiment I would
have wished unthought. *

As to her dress, it reminds me of what

Dr. Johnson once said to an acquainfatice
® OF
¥ e
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,mine, of z lady who was celebrated for
dressing well. = « The best evidence that I
can give you of her perfection in this re-
speet~is, thatone can never rememberwhat
she had on.” The dress of Lucilla is not
neglected, and 1t is not studied. = She is as -
ne?-. as the strictest delicacy demands, and
as fashionable as the strictest delicacy
permits ; and her nymphlike form does
not appear to less advantage for bemg
veiled with serupulous modesty.

Oh! if women in general knew what was
their real interest! if they could guess with
what a charm even the appearance of mo-
destyinvests its possessor, theywould dréss
decorously from mere self-love, if not from
priciple. The designing would assume
medesty as an artifice, the ¢oquet would
adopt,it as an allurement, the pure as her
appropﬁate attraction, and the voluptuous
as the most infallible art of seduétion.

WhatIadmirein Miss Stanley, and what
I have sometimes regretted the want of in
some pther women, is, that I am told sheis
N . LA ned

.t .
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solively, so playful, so desirous of amusing,
her father and mother when alone, that
they are seldom so gay as in their family
party. It is then that her talents are all un- |
folded, and that herliveliness is withoure-
straint. She was rather silent the two ot
three first days after my arrival, yetvit\gas
evidently not the silence of reserve ot in-
attention, but of delicate propriety. Her
gentle frankness and undesigning .temper,
gradually got the better of this little shy-
ness, and she soon began to treat me as
the son of her father’s friend. " I veryearly
found, t;ha,tthough a strangermight behold
_bex without admiration,itwasimpossibleto
converse withherwith indifference. Before
I had been a week at the Grove, my ‘pre-
cantions vanished, my panoply was gone,
and yet I had not consulted Mr. Stapley-

- In contemplating the captivating figure,
and the delicate mind of this charmmg(g‘ll‘l
‘I felt that imagination which misleads s0
many youthful hearts, had preserved mine.

‘Theimage i fancy had framed, andl which
o had

=
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, had been suggested by Mxlton s heroine,
" had been refined indeed, but it had net
been romantic. y I had early formed an
ideal standard in my mind;. too high, per-
: haps, but its very elevatlon had rescued
me from the common dangers attending
,thg‘ sqclety of the sex. I was continually
comparmg the women with whom I con- -
versed, with the fair conception which
filled my mind. The comparison might
be unfair to them; I am sure it was not
unfavourable to myself, for it preserved me
from the fascination of mere personal
beauty, the allurements of factitious charac-
ter, and the attractions of ordinary mesit.
Lam aware that love is apt to throwa
- radiance around- the being it prefers, till it
becomes dazzled, less pérhaps with the
brightness of the object itself;, than with
 the beams with which imagination has in-
vested it.  But religion, thouglsit had not
subdued my imagination, had chastised i it
It had sobered the splendors: of fancy,
without obscuring them. It had not ex-
s ~ tinguished

e 5 i 3
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tmgmshed the passions, but it had taught
meto regulate them.—1I now seemed tohave
found the being of whow I had been in
search. - My mind felt her excellencies,
my heart acknowleged its conqueror. I
struggled, however, not to abandon myselﬁ»
to its impulses. I endeavoureg too kﬁp
my ‘own feelingsin order, till I had time to
appreciate a character, which appeared as
artless as it was correct. - And I .did not
allow myself tamake this slight sketch of
Lucilla, and of the effect she produced on
rhy heart, till more intimate acquai-ntanoe
had justified my prepossession.

But let me not forget that Mr. Stanley
had another daughter. If Lucilla’s charac-
ter is more elevated, Phoebe's is not dess
amiable. Henfaceis equally handsome, but
her figure is somewhat less delicate. ~She
has a fine temper, and strong virtues. The
little faults she has, seem to flow from the
‘excess of her good qualities. Her suscepti-
bility is extreme, and to guide and guard it,
finds employment for her mothexs ford-

- o MESS’

o 8
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ness, and her father's prudence. Herheart
overflows with gratitude forthe smallest ser-
vice. This wannth of her tenderness keeps
her affections in more lively exercise than
her judgment; it leads her to over-rate
¢ the merit of those she loves, and to estimate
‘theic excellencies, less by their own worth
“than by their kindness to her.. She soon
behaved to me with the most engaging
frankness, and her innocent vivacity encou-
raged in return, that affectionate freedom

with whicn one treats a-beloved sister.

The other children are gay, lovely, in-
tergsting, and sweet-tempered. Their se-
veral acquisitions, for T detest the term
accomplishments, since it has been warped
from the true meaning in which Milton
used it, seem to be so manyindividual con-
tribytions brought in to enrich the common
‘stock of domestic delight. Their talentsare
neyer put into exercise by artificial excite-
ments. Habitual industry, quiet exertion,
successive employments, affectionate inter-
course -and ' gay and animated relaxation,
VoL. I. K make
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make up the round of their cheerful
day.

1 could not forbear admx&mg in this hap—
py family the graceful union of piety with
cheerfulness; str1ctne§s of principle em- -
bellished, but never relaxed by gaiety of*
mmanners; a galety, not such as requngs
turbulent pleasures to stimulate 1t but evi-
dently the serene, yet animated, result of

~well regulated minds;—of minds actuated
by a tenderness of conscience, habitually
alive to the perception of the smallest sin,
and kindling into holy gratitude at the
smallest mercy. :
¥ often called to mind that my father, mn
-order to prevent my being deceived, and
Tun away with by persons who appeared
lively at first sight, had early _accustomed
.me to discriminate carefully, whether it was
_not the animalonly that was lively, and the
Jman dull.® 1 have found this caution of 00

musmal and the dancmg ladies, and these
‘who
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&
CHAP XV.

THE fnendly rector frequently visited at «
Stanley Grove, and, for my father’s saLg,
honoured me with his particular kmdneas
Dr.Barlow filled up all my ideas of 2 coun-
try clergyman of the higher class. ,There
is an uniform cansistency runs through his
whole life and character, whichoften brings
to my mind, allowing for the revolutionin
habits that almost two hundred years Iﬂlave'
necessarily produced, the incomparable
couniry parson of the mgemous Mr.
George Herbert* 7 e

; ; « I never

@

‘% See Herbert's Country Parson, under the heads
Of the parsob in his house, the parson prayirg, the
parson preaching, the parson.comforting, the par-
som’s church, the parson catechising, the parson in
mirth, &c. &e. The term parson has now indeed 2
vulgar and disrespectful sound, butin Herbest’s fime
= > . it

#
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<1 never saw Jeal without Innovation,”
said Mr. Stanley, “ more exemplified than
in Dr. Barlow.” His piety is as enlightened
as itis sincere. No errors in rel'ig'ion\escape
him through, ignorance of their existence,
or through carelessness in their detection
_or through inaetivity in opposing them.
He is too honest not to attack the prevailing
evil, whatever shape it may assume; too
correct to excite in the wise any fears that
his zeal may mislead his judgment, and too
upright to be afraid of the censures which
active piety must ever have to encounter

it was used in its true sense, persona ecclesiee. 1
would recommend to those whe have notseen it, this
sketch of the ancient clerica’ life. As Mr. Herbert,
was aman of quality, he knew what became the
more opulent of his function ; as he was eminently
_pious, he ;imétised all ‘that he recommended.—
% This appellation of parson,” says'Judge Black-
stone, ¢ however depreciated by clownish and fa-
miliar use, is the most legal, most beneficial, and
most honourable title, which a parish priest can '
cnjny.?  Vide Blackstone’s Commenturies.
; E 3 from
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from the worldly and the indiffecent, from
cold.hearts and unfurnished heads. '
“ From his aflectionatetwarmth, how-
ever, and his unremifting application aris-
ing from the vast impogtance he attaches‘t‘g
the worth of souls, the man of the world ¢
might honour him with the title of enthéc
siast; while his prudencé, sobermindednessg
and regularity, would draw on him from
the fanatic, the appellation of formalist.
Though he is far from being ¢ content to
dwell in decencies,” he is careful never to
neglect them. He is a clergyman all the
week as well as on Sunday ; for he says; if
he did not spend much of the intermediate
time in pastoral visits, there could not be
kept up thatmutual intercourse of kind{l&ss
which so much facilitates his own labours,
and his people’s improvement. They listen
to him because they love him, and they .
understand him, becausehe has familiarized
them by private discourse to the great
truths which he delivers from the palpit:

« Dr. Barlow has greatly diminisked the
grow’th
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. growth of’ innovation in his parishes, by
attacking the innovator with his own wea-
pons.  Not indéed by stooping to the same
disorderly practices, but by opposing an
enlightened earnestmess to an' eccentric
’earnestness ; a zeal with knowlege to a
zeal without it. He is of opinion that
a.ctivity does more good than invective,
and that the latter is too often resorted to,
because it is the cheaper substitute.

“His chai‘ity, however, is large, and his
spirit truly catholic. He honours all his
truly pious brethren, who are earnest in-
doing good, though they may differ from
‘him as to the manner of doing it. Yet
his candour mnever intrenches on his frm-
nes® and while he will not dispute with.
others about shades of diﬂ'ere;nce, he main-
tains his own opinions with the steadiness
of one who embraced them on the fullest
convjction. i “

“He is a < scholar, and' being a good
and a ripe one,” it sets him above alming

* at the paltry reputation to be acquired by

those false embellishments of style, those
; 5 e X 4 ; difﬁcult
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difficult and uncommon words$ and that .
laboured inversion of sentences, by which
some injudicious clergynien make them- .
selves unacceptable to thehigher,and unin- ¢
telligible to the lower, and of course, the
larger part of their audience. He always®
bears in mind that the common peopfeare
not foolish, they are only ignorant. To
meet theonehe preaches good sense, to suit
the other, plainlanguage. But while he sel-
dom shoots over'the heads of theuninformed,
he never offends the judicious. He consi-
ders the advice of Polonius to his son tobe
as applicable to preachersasto travellers—

Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar.
© -

In his pulpit he is no wxangling pole-
mic, but a genuine bible Christian, deeply
impressed himself with the momentous
‘truths he so earnestly presses upon others.

<His mind is so imbued, so saturateds if 1
may hazard the expression, with scrip(f\lfral =
knowlege, that from that rich store-housé;’

e is ever ready to bring forth, #reastres
G o
i

P
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new and pld, and to apply them wisely,
temperately, and seasonably.
“Though he Yarefully inculcates univer
sal holiness in all his discourses, yet his
practlcal mstructlon§ are constantly de-
wduced from tHose fundamental principles
of Cbrlstxamty which are the root and life
dnd spirit of all goodness. Next to a solid
piety, and a deep acquaintance with the
Bible, e considers it of prime importance
to a elergyman to be thoroaghly acquaint-
ed with- human nature in general, and with
the state of his own parish in particular.
The knowlege of both will alone pre-
serve him from preaching too persondlly
so as te hurt, or too generally so as not to A
tough. ; &7
“ He is careful not to”hurry over the
prayers in so cold, inattentive, and careléss
a man.ner, as to make the audience susp¥ct
he i is saving himself, that he mdy make a
greater figure i delivering the sermon.
Instead of this, the devout, reverential
am} u’ngressne manner in which he pro-
nounges the various parts of the Liturgy,
s . E 5 best
a
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best prepares his own heart, and the hearts
of his people, to receive benefit from his
discourse. His petitions are delivered with
such sober fervour, his exhortations with
such humble dignity, his thanksgivings
"with such holy animatiow, as carry tne -
soul of the hearer along with him. When
he ascends the pulpit, he never throws
the liturgical serviceinto the back ground, -
by a long elaborate composition of s
own, delivered, with superior force. and
emphasis. And he pronounces the Lords
prayer with a solemnity which shows that
he recollects its importance and its author.
& In preaching he is careful to be dis-
tinetly heard, evenby his remotest auditors,
and by constantattention to this important
article, he has brought his voice, ‘which
was not strong, to be particularly audibl.e-
He affixes so much ifnportance to a dis-
tinct delivery, that he smilingly told me; .
e sﬂspected the grammatical definition of !
a substantive was originally meant for 2
clergyman, whose great object it was, if
i posmblC:

9
Y,
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possible, o be seen, but iﬁdié%éhsably to
be heard, felt and understood. ’
 His whole ﬁerformance 1S dlstlngmshed‘
by a grave and majestic simplicity, asfar
removed from the cayeless reader of a com-
* mon story, as "from the declamation of an
acto?. His hearers leave the church, not
so much in raptures with the preacher; as
affected with the truths he has delivered.
He says he always finds he has done most
good when he has been léhst pralsed and

* that he feels most humbled when he re-

ceives the warmest commendatxon, because -
men; generally extol most . the"sermons
which have probed them Ieast; whereas
those which really do good, belng sften :
‘such as’ make them -most) uneasy, are eon-
sequently the léast likely to attract pane-
gyric, “They only beéar true testimony to
the excellence of a discourse,” added he,
not *who commend the composmon Oro"
the dehvery, but Who are led by it to ex=
amine their own hearts, to search .out its
coruptions, and to reform their lives.
Reformation is the flattery I covet.
¢ > Kot «“He
i
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- “He isgware that the generality of
hearers like to retire from a sermon with
the comfortable belief, th:kt little is to be
done on their parts. Such hearers 'hé al-
ways disappoints, by leaving on their minds
at the close, some impressive precept de-
duced from, and growing out of, the.pre-
parato}y doctrine. He does not press any
. one truth to the exclusion of all others.
He proposes no subtleties, but labours to
excite seriousness, to alarm the careless, to
quicken the supine, to confirm the doubt- *
ing. He presses eternal things as things
near at hand; as things in which every
living man has an equal interest.” ey

. Mr. Stanley says, that ¢ though -Pr.
Barlow was considered at Cambridge ©s @
correct young-mén, who carefully avoided
vice and even irregularity, yet being chear-
ful, and addicted to good society, he had a
dispositior to innocent conviviality, w!?ich
might, unsuspectedly, have led him mto
the errors he abhorred.  He was struck

witha passagein a letter from Dr. John-
' son

J
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som toa young man who hadijust taken
orders, in which, a among other wholesome {
counsel, he adyises him ¢ to agquire the -
courage to refuse sometimes invitations to
dinner. It is inconceivable what a degree
, of force ands independance his mind ac-
qulred by the occasional adoption of this
:smgle hiht. He is not only,” continued
Mr. Stanley, “the spiritual director, but.
the father, the counsellor, the arbitrator,
and the friend of those whom Providence,
has placed under his mstructlon
« He is happy in an excellent wife, who,
by bringing him a considerable fortune has
gréatly enlarged his power of doing good.
But still more essentially has she encreased
hls happiness, and raised his character, by
her piety and prudence, By the large part
she takes in his affairs, he is enabled to
give himself Whélly up to the duties of his
profession. - She is as attentive to the bo-
dies, as her husband is to the souls of his
people, and educates her own family as

sedulously as he instructs his parish.
9 @ 9 . ’ j ‘_‘ ODQ

E)
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o One d% when' I had been congratu-
lating Dr. Barlow on the excellence of his -
wife’s character, the conversation fell, by a
sudden transition, on the celibacy of the
Romish clergy. He smiled and said, Let
us ministers of the Reformation be careful »
never to provoke the people to Wl\S)‘)h fonthe
restoration of that part of popery. I often”
reflect how peculiarly incumbent it is on
us, to select such partners.as shall, L,never‘
cause our emangipation from the old re-
strictions to be regretted. And we ovr-
selves ought, by improving the character
of our wives, torepdy the debt we owe to
the ecclesmstlcal laws of pmtestantxsm f01
the pr1V1lege of possessing them.”

< Will it be thought too tr 1ﬂ1ng toadd,
how carefully this Valuable pair carry their
consistency into the most minute details
of their family arrangements? their d:iuvgh?
ters are no less patterns of decorum and
modesty in theirdress and appearance, than
in the more important parts of their con-

duct: The Doctor says, ¢ that the _most,
dlstant
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distant and inconsiderable appendages to
® the tempfe of God, should have something
of purity and decency. Besides, added he,
with what face could I censure improprie-
ties from the pulpit, if the appearance of
, 1y own family in the pew below were to
set my precepts at defiance, by glvmg an
,example“’of extravagance and vanity to the
- parish, and thus by making the preacher
ridiculous, make his expostulatlons worse
than Imeffectual.” g
“ 8o consc1ent10us a rector, added Mr.
Stanley, “ could not fail to be partlcularly
careful in the choice of a curate; and a
mdre humble, pious, diligent assistant than
Mr. Jacksoncould not easily be found. He
1s always a welcome guest at my table. But

this valuable man, who was about as good
a judge of the world as the great Hooker,
made just such another indiscreet mar-
riage.  He was drawn in to chuse his
wife, the daurrhter of a poor tradesman ia
the next town, because he concluded thata
woman_ bkedzm',hp}nbie and active life,
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would necessarily be humble and active
herself. Her reason for éccepting him ﬁés !
because she thought that gs every clergy-
man was a gentleman, she of course, as
his wife, should be a gentlewqmdn, and fit
company for any body. o5t Tal Uk .
“ ‘He instructs my parish admlrably,
said Dr. Barlow, ¢but his own little family.
he cannot manage. His wife is continually
reproaching him, that though he may know.
the way to heaven, he does not know hew
to push his way in the world. His daughter
is the finest lady in  the parish, and outdoes
them all, not only inthe extremity, but the
immodesty of the fashion. Itisher mother’s
great ambition that she should excel the
Miss Stanleys and my daughters in music,
while her good father’s linen betrays sad
marks of negligence. I once ventured to
tell Mrs. Jackson, that there was only one
reason which could excuse the education
sne had given her daughter, which was
-that I presumed she intended toqualify her

for gettmv her bread ; and that if she Would
con‘ect

W
¢
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, correct the, improprieties of the girl’s dress,
and get her instructed in useful knowlege,
I would look ot for a good situation for
her. This roused her indignation. She
refused my offer with scorn, saying, that

‘when she asked my charlty, she would take
my advice; and desired I would remember
that one clergyman’s daughter was as good
as another. I told her that there was -
deed a sense in which one clergyman was
as good as another, because the profession
dignified the lowest of the order, if, like
her husband, he was a credit to that order.
Yetstill there were gradations in the church
as well as in the state. But between’the
wives anddaughtersof thehigherand lower
clezgy, there was the samedistinctionwhich
riches and poverty have established be-
tween those of the higher and lower orders
of the laity; and that rank and independ-
enge’in the one case, confer thé same out;
ward superiority with rank and mdepend—

ence in the other.
s o ‘ CHAP.
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o
CHAP. XVI.

! i i iy ?w
A.MONG the visitors at Stanley Grove;

there was'a family of ladies, wheo, thv)ugh ‘)

not particularly brilliant, were smgularly

engaging from their modesty, gentleness,
“and good sense. One day when they had
Just left us, Me. Stanley obliged me with
the following little relation: Mrs. Stanley
and Lucilla only being present.

« Lady Aston has been a widow alnjost

sevén years. On the death of Sir George,
she retiredinto this neighbourhood with her
daughtels the eldest of whom is about the
age of Lucilla. SHe herself had had a pious
but a very narrow education. Her exces-
sive grief for the loss of her husband aug-
mented her natural love of retirentent,
‘which she cultivated, not to the purpose of
improvement, but to the indulgence of me-

lancholy Soon after she settled hare, €
heard
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bheard how much g oood she. dld and, in-how
exemplary a manner she lived, before we
saw her. She wis not very easy ofr access
, even to us; and after we had! made our
way to her, we were the only visitors
she adrmtted for a long time. - We soon
" learnt £o admire her deadness to the world,
add her unaffected humility.. Our esteem
for her increased with our closer inter-
course, which however enabled us also to
observe some considerable mjstakes in her
judgment, especially in the mode in which
she was training up her daughters. These
errors we regretted, and with all possible
 tenderness ventured to point out to her.
The girls were the prettiest demure little
nuns,you ever saw, mute and timid, cheer-
~ less and inactive, but kind, good, and
gentle. ; s
«Their pious mothel who was naturally
ofa fearful and doubting mind, had had this
pensive turn increased by several early do-
mestic losses, which, even previous to Sir

» Georges death, had contributed to fix
some-

> >
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something of a too tender and hopeless ,mé-;
lancholy on her whole character.—There -
are two refuges for the hfflicted; two di-
~ametrically opposite ways of getting out of,
sorrow—religion and  the worldi i Lady
Aston had wisely chosen the former. But
her scrupulous spirit had made the QAIToW’
way narrower than religion required, <She
read the scriptures diligently, and she pray-
ed over them devoutly; but she had no
judicious frierd todirect herin these impor-
tant studies. As your Mrs. Ranby attended
enly to the doctrines, and our friend Lady
Belfield trusted indefinitely to the promises,
su poor Lady Aston’s broken spirit was too
exclusively carried to dwell on the threat
enings; together with the rigid pewform-
ance of those ‘duties which she earnestly
hoped might enable her to escape them- -
This round of duty, of watchfulness, and
prayer,sheinvariably performed with ?Imos't
the sanctity of an apostle, but witha ﬁtfle
too much of the scrupulosity of an asceti®
While toomany are rejpicingwitb upr“ne(; '

¢ ]
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ed confidenée in those animating passages
of seripture, which the whole tenor of their
lives demonstrates not to belong to them,
> she trembled at those denunciations which
she,could not fairly apply to herself. And
t‘he promises from which she might have
derived reasonable consolation, she- over-
(s designed for others.
¢ Her piety, though sincere, was a little
tinctured with superstition. If any petty
strictness was omitted she tormented her-
self with causeless remorse. If any little
rule was broken, she repaired the failure
witatreble diligence the following day;
and laboured to retrieve her perplexed
- accounts with the comfortless anxieiy of
a pefson who is working out a heavy debt.

- 1 endeavoured to convmce heér that an in-
ferior duty which clashed with one §.
hlgher order, might be safely postponed
at least, if not omxtted 3
- “ A diary has been founduseful to many
pious Christians, as records of their sins,

" and of hlen wercies. - But this poor lady

> spent
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spent so much time in weigliing the of*
fences of one day againstthose of another,
that before the scruple was settled the time
for action was past. She brought herself '
into so much pe;rplexxity hy rea&‘i’ﬁ”g* over
this journal of her infirmities, that her dif: .
ficulties were augmented by thevery means
she had employed to remove them; and
her conscience was disturbed by the me-
thod she had taken to quietit. Thisplan,
however, though distressing to a troubled
mind is wholesome to one of acontrary cast.
. My family, as you have seen, are rather
exact in the distribution of their “time,
but we do not distress ourselves at interrup-
tions which are unavoidable: but her ar-
rangements were carried on with a rlgouf
whichmade her consider the sma]lest devia-
tion as a sin that required severe repentance
Her. a]ms were expiations, her self- demals
penances.  Shewas rather a chsmple of the
mortified Baptist, than of the merciful Re- .
deemer. Her devotions were sincere but ‘

discouraging. They’ consisted Ynuck it
; « o
€

[l
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scontrition, but little in praise; much in
serrow for sin, but little in hope for its par-
don. She did not sufficiently cast her care
.-and confidence on the great propitiation.
She ﬁrrply beheved all, that her Saviour had
‘done and snﬁ'ered but sife had not the com-
“fortof practisally appropriating thesacrifice.
While she was painfully working out her
salvation with fear and trembling, she in-
dulged the most unfounded apprehensions
of the divine displeasure. At Aston Hall
‘the Almighty was literally feared, buthe was
not glorified. It was the obedienceof aslave,

not the reverential affection of a child.

“When Isaw herdenying herself andher
daughters the most innocent emjoyments,
‘and suspecting sin in the most lawful in-
* dulgences, I took the liberty to’tell her how
little ac,ceptable uncommanded austeriti€s
and arbitrary impositions were to the God
‘of meteies. I cbserved to her that the
~ world, that human life, that our own sins
and weaknesses, found us daily and hourly
* -occasiops of exermsmg patience and self-

3 > : demal

Nt
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denial; that life is not entifelyl made up of
great evils or heavy tnals, but that the per-
‘petual recurrence of petty evils and small
trials in the ordinary and appointed exer-,
“cise of the chrlstlan(,graces. To bgar with
the failings of those about us, with ther
infirmities, their bad judgmext, their 111-
breeding, their perverse tempers; to endlure
neglect where we feel we have deserved
attention,and ingratitude where we expect-
ed thanks; to‘bear with the company of dis-
agreeable people, whom Providence has
placed in our way, and whom he has per-
haps provided on purpose for the trial of
our virtue; these are the best exercise; and
the better because not chosen by ourselves.
To bear with vexations in businessy with
dxsappomtments 1n our expectatlons, with
interruptions of our retirement, with! folly,
mtrusnon, disturbance, in short with what-
ever opposes our will, and contradicts our
~humour ;—this habitual acquiescence &
pears to be more of the essence of self denial

than a.ny little rigours or inflictions of ou"
. oOWR &
L
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be called to do at all; while, if we were
‘honest, we could not avoid owning Thow
negligently we performed our own httle;
appointed duties, and how sedulously we
avoided the petty ° ingonvenjencies yhich
these duties involved.”

By kindness,” resumed Mw Sta‘ﬁley,

« we gradually gained Lady Aston’s confi-
dence, and of that confidence we have
availed ourselves, to give something of
new face to the family. Her daughters,
good as they were dutiful, by living in 2
solitude unenlivened by books, and unva-
ried by improving company, had acquireda -
manner rather resembling fearfulness than
delieacy. Religious they were, but they
had contracted crloomy views of religion.
They consideted 1t as something that must
be endured in order to avoid “punishment,
rather than as a prmcnple of Peace, and
sfrust, and’ comfort: asa task to be’
through rather than as a prlvrlege tobe en-
joyed. They were tempted to' consider the ;
Almighty as a hard master whdln hﬂ’W :

€
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~servant, who governed not oﬁly the family, .
.but her lady also, chose that office herselﬂ
Thus the bounty bemg made to flow in par-
tial channel the woman’s relations and fa-
vourites a]mostentlrely engrossing it, it did
little compalatlve gaod. e B,
~ «“With fair understandmgs the Miss
Astons had acquired very little Tiznowleges
their mother’s scrupulous mind found some-
thmg dangerous 1n every author, who did
not professedly - write on religious subJects. :
If there were one exceptlonable page ina
bo k, otherwise valuable instead of sup-
press‘ng the page, she suppressed the book.
And indeed, my dear Charles, grleveéf am
I to think how few authors of the more
enteftaining kind we can. consider as per-
| fectly pure, and put without caution, Té-
strlctlon, or mutilation, into the hands of
our daughters. I am, however, of opinion,
that as they will not always have their p&-
* rents for tasters, and as they will every
where, even in the most select. libraries,
meet with these mixed works, 1. which,
thoug‘h

.
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join, and we had pre-oecupied the grouné’é
in our own, I advised them to found
school i in the next, for the instruction oﬁ
the young, and a friendly society for the
aged of their own sex. We prevaxl“ed on
“them to be themséias not the nominal but,
the active patronesses; to take the measure
of all the wants and all the merit of theit
immediate neighbourhood; to do every
thing under ths. advice and supegintend-
ance of Dr. Baslow, and to make him their
guide, philosopher, and frxend " By adopt:
ing this plan, they now see the poverty of -
which they only used to hear, and know,
personally the dependants whom they pro-
tect.

« Dr. Barlow took infinite pai'nstO’ cor-
rect Lady Aston’s views of religion. ¢Let
your notions of God,” said he, ¢ be founded,

‘not ‘on your own gloomy apprehensxons,
- 'and msxoﬂary- 1magmat10ns, but on what
" is revealed” in his word; .else the very
intenseness of your feelings, the ver¥
sincerity of your devotion, may betray e

L
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into enthusiasm, into error, into-supersti-.
tion, into despair. Spintual notions which
are not grounded on scrlptural truth, and .
directed and guarded by a close adherence.
to it, mislead tender h&rts and warm ima-
.ginations.  But whi’-' you rest on: the
° sure zunperverted foundation of the word of -
God, and pray for his spirit to assist you-
in the use of his word, you will have little
cause to dread that you shall fear him too-
much, or serve him too well. I earnestly
exhort you, continued: he, ¢ notito take the
measure of your spiritual statefrom circum-:
stances which have nothing to do with it.:
Be not dismayed- at an. incidental depres-
sion which may depend on the state of your*
health, or your spirits, or your affairs.’
Look not for sensible communications. Do
not censider rapturous feelings as any. cri--
terion of the favour of yeur Maker,. nor
the absence of them as any indication of hiss
dishleasure. An encreasing desire to know
him more, and serve him better; -an en-:
m:easmg desire to do, and to sufferhis whole:
L. 6 will;.
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who is become the little Repton of the val-
ley. To'add to the interest, I requested
that a fresh piete of ground might be given
‘them, that they might not only exercise
their taste, but be animated with seeing the
g coinp‘leat effeét of tfm'«’o‘wn exertions; as
a creation of their own would be likely to
‘afford them more amusement, than im-
_proving on the labours of another.

«T had soonthe gratification of secing my .
little Carmelites, whoused yvhen they walk-
ed in the garden to look as if they came
to dig a daily portion of their own graves,

, now enjoying it, embellishing it, and de--
lighted by watching its progresss and their
excellent mother, who, like Spenser’s De-
spair, used to look ¢ as if she never dined,’
now enjoying the company of her select
friends. The mother is become almost
cheerful, and the daughters almost gay.
Their dormant faculties are ,awakened.
"F'ine is no longer a burden but a blessing ;
the > day is too short for their. duties, which
are pelf.ormed with alacrity sincethey have

2 2 been

»,



been converted into pleasures.—You wilk
believe I did not hazard all these terrible
innovations as rapidly as I recount them,
but gradually, as they were able to bear it.
i e happyachange in themselves has'
had the happiest - nsequences. Therr :
friends had conceived the strongest preju-
dices against religion, from the- gloomy~
garb in which they had seen it arrayed at
Aston Hall. 'The uncle, who was also the
guardian, had threatenedto remove thegirls
before they were quite moped to death; the
- young, baronet was: actually- forbidden to
come home at the holidays; but now the
uncle isquite reconciled to ¢kem,and almost :
to religion. He has resumed his fondness
for tlie daughters; and their brother, afine
youth at Cambridge, is happy in spendmg
his vacations. with his family, to whom he
is become tenderly attached. He has had
; hlS own -principles and character much

3

i

“raised by the conversation.and example of
Dr. Barlow, who contrives to-be -at Aston
Hall as much as possible when Sir George

L
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. too suddenly to a happi‘xzfss more perfect.
I dared not yet avow. t‘o"*'“the _parents, or
the daughter’}éé]ings which, my fears told
me, might ‘possibly be discouraged, and
whicl, if discouraged, -gVo“uId at once dash
*to the ground a fabrie of felicity that my
heart, not my fancy had erected, and which
A;ny taste, my judgment, and my princis
ples equally approved, and delighted to con=
templatd.” 7 SRR Y -
The great critic of antiquity, in his Trea-
tise on the Drama, observes that the intro-
“duction of a new person is of the next im-
porsance to a new incident. Whether the
introduction of two interlocutors is e%luai
In importance to two incidents, Aristotle
- hagforgotten to establish. This dr“‘ar;]atic
rile. was iltustrated by the‘arrival’ of "Sir
. John, and Lady Belfield, who, though not
new to the reader or the writer, were new
at Stanley Grove. P 3
The early friendship of the two gentle-
men had suffered little ‘diminution from
- 2hsepce though their intercourse had been
dreo : o much
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much, mterrupted Sir John, who wasa
few years younger than hlS friend, since
his marriage, having lived as entirely in
town, as Mr. Stanley had done in the
country. Mis. Stanley had mdeed seen
Lady Belfield a few fimes in Cavendishs
Square; but her Ladyship had never before
been intreduced to the other inhabitants of
the Grove.
. The guests wers received with cordial-
affection, and easily fell into the family
habits, which they did not wish -to inter-
rupt,” but from the observation of. which.
‘they hoped to improve their own. They ,
were charmed with the in.terestiﬂg variety
of characters in the lovely young family,
who‘in return were delighted with the po-
liteness, kmth*gzss, and cheerfulness of their
father's guests.. 7
Shall I avow my own meanness? ~Cor-
dially as Lloved the Belfields, I am afraid
“I saw them arrive with a slight tincture
of jedlousy. They would, I thought, by -
enlarging the family circle, throw, mé;ﬁ.t
5 : SR

¢
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+a farther distance from the being whom
1 wished to cmtemp}ate nearly. They
would, by dividing her attention, diminishe.
my proportion. I had been hitherto the
soleguest, I was nows to be one of several.
*This was the first dxdfovery I made that -
lpve is a nafrower of the heart. I tried
to subdue the ungenerous feeling, and to
meet my valuable friends with a warmth -
. adequate to that whicir<hey so kimdly.
manifested. I found that & wrong feeling
at which one has virtue enough left to
blush, is seldom lastmg, and shame SOOI
*expdled it. ;
The first day was ‘passed in mutual “en-
quiries and mutual communications. Lady
Belfield told me that the amiable Fanny,
after hawng wept over the grave of her mo
ther, was removed to the house of the be-
nevolent clergyman, who had kindly pro-
mised her an asylum, till Lady” Belfields. .
return to town, when it was intended.that .
she- should be received into her family ;.
that worthy man and his wife, having takern:

2n themselves a full responsibility for her
. characte:
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character and dlqposmon, and 'tgenei'ously
promised that they would éxert themselves

-to advance her progress in knowledge du-
ring the interval. Lady Belfield added,.
that every. enqulr“respectlngFanny"whm
we must now call Miss Stokes, had been
attended with the most satisfactory result,.
her prineiples being as unquestmnable as:
her talents.

After dmnerj I observed that whenever
the door opened Lady Belfield’s eye was:
always turned towards it, in expectation of
seeing the children. Her affectionate heart
felt disappointed on finding that they did.
not appear, and she couldnotforbear whis-
pering me, who sat next her, “ that she
was afraid the plety of our good friends
was a little tmctured with severity. For
her part she saw no reason why religion
should dlmmhh one’s affection for, one’s

& chlldlen, and rob them of their innoeent
pleasures.” Tassuredher gravely I thought
so too: but xforebore te]hng her how totally
inapposite Her application was to Wir: and

Mis. Stanley. She seemed glad to fild me,
¢ * Qf 1
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« and are not these rueful loolis proof po-,
sitive that religion dlmxmqhes our affection
for our children? and is it not abrldgmg
' their innocent pleasures, to give themtheir ,
full rangein a fresh qury apartmentgnqtead
of cramming them fato an eating room, of
which the airis made almost £etid by ‘the
fumes of the dinner and a crouded table?
and is it mot better that they should spoil
the pleasure of-¢he company though the
mischief they®do is Bought by the sacrifice
oftheir own liberty ¥ «I makemy amende,”
said she. I never will be so forward
again to-suspect piety of ill nature.” < So:
far from it, Caroline,” said Sir John, « that
we will adopt the practice we were so. for-
Ward to blame; and I shall not do it,?said
hie, «more front regard to jthe company,
‘than to the children, who I am syre will
be gainers in po{nt of enjoyment ; liberty I
perceive is to them positive p}easufe,u and
paramount to any which our false epicu-
Tism can contrive for them.” . = .
% Well Charles,” said Sir Johs, as 900

as o
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comfort, yet it was sometimes unavoidably
prevented by an unhappy inequality of
mind between the parties, by violence, or
imprudence, or imbecility on one side,
W‘h(icfé almost ‘compgllednthe other to a de-
cgree of reserve, as iicompatible with the
design of the union, aswith the frankness
of the individual. 4t
“We have had an instance among our:
own feiends,” replied S John, < of this
evil being produced, not by any ofthe faults
:to whichyou haveadverted, but byan excess !
of misapplied sensibility, in two persons of
neay equality as to merit, and in ‘both  of
whom the utmost purity of mind and ex-
actness of conduct rendered allconcealment

 sugerfluous.. Qur worthy friends M. and

Mrs. Hamilton married‘from motives of
aﬁ'ectjon, and with an hig!l opinion of each

- other’s merit, which their long and intimate

Connéction has rather contribufed to exalt »
than to lower; and yet, now at the end of
seven years, they are only beginning to be
h@PPya They contrived to make each
e VQI,.*E;. M
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other and themselves as uncomfortable by

‘an excess of tenderness, as, some married
pairs are rendered by the want of it. "A
mistaken sensibility has intrenched not
only on their comfort, but o their ginee-
rity. ~ Their resolutiohi never to give each
other pain, has led them to livecin a con-_
stant state of petty concealment.  They
areneither of them remarkably healthy,
and to hide froza™each other every °little
indisposition, hfs kept up a continual vi-

-gilance to conceal illness on the one part,
and to detect it on the other, till it became
a trial of skill which could make the other *
most unhappy; each suffering much more
by suspicion when there was no occa-
sion for it, than they could have done by
the acknowlegemént of slight complaints,
when they actually existed. 5

¢This valuable \pair, after seven years ap-

. prenticeship to a petty martyrdom, have at
last found out, that it is better to submit
to the inevitable ills of life, cheerfully and
in concert, and to comfort each othe: under

them cordially, than alternately to. snﬂ‘el‘o
cand ™

¢
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and inflict the pain of perpetual disingenu-"
ousness. They have at last discovered that
uninterrupted prosperity is not the lot of

man. Each is happier now with knowing
that the other is somefimes sick, than they
used to bewith suspecting they were always
so. The physician is now no longer secret:
ly sent for to one, when the other is known
to be from home. The apothecary is at
last allowed to walk boldly—p the publlc
stair-case fearless of detectior.

“These amiable persons have at length
attained all that was wanting to their feli-
dty, tkat of each believing the other to be
well, when they say they are so. They have
found out that unreserved communieation is
the lawrful commerce of conjugal affection,
and that all concealment is’cortraband.”

“Surely,” said I, when Slr John had
done speakmg, “it is a false comphment to
the ob]ects of our aﬂ"ectlon, if, for the sake
of sparing them a transient uneasiness, we
Tob them of the comfort to which they are
‘entitled of Ritigating our suffering by par-

e M2 -taking
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taking it. All dissimulation is disloyalty
to love. Besides, it appears to me, to be
an introduction towider evils, and I should
fear both for the woman I loved, and for
myself, that if once we allowed ourselves
" concealment in o= point, where w»
thought the motive excused s, we might
learn to adopt it in others, where the
_ principle was more evidently wrong.”

« Besides,” ~.plied Mr. Stanley, it ar-
gues a lamentable ignorance of human life,
to set out with an expectation of health

- without - interruption, and of happiness
without alloy. =~ When young . psrsons
marry with the fairest prospects; they
should never forget that infirmity is inse-

~ parably bound up with their very rature,

- and that in beaving one another’s burthens,
they fulfil one of the highest duties of

the union.” . v

'S
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CHAP. XVIII
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‘AFTER sapper, when only the family
party were present, the conversation turned
on the unhappy effects of misguided pas-
sion. ® Mrs. Stanley lamicyted that novels,
with a very few admirable’exceptions, had
done infinite mischief by so completely
establishing the omnipotence of love, that
the young reader was almost systema-
tically taught an unresisting submission
to a feeling, because the feeling was com-
monly represented as irresistible.

“ Young ladies,” said“Sir* John, smiling,
“in their blind submxssmn to this imagi-,
nary ommpotence, are apt to be necessa-
rigns.  When they fall inlové, as it is so,
justly called, they then obey their” fate
buf in their stout opposition to prudence
a3d duty, they most manfully exert their

: ;ﬁe& will; so that they want nothing but .
>3 M3 the
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' the knowlege absolute, of the riseries at-
 tendant on an indiscreet attachment, com-
pleatly to exemplify the oceupation assigned
by M ilton to a class of beings to whom it
~ would not be gallantkto resemble yorig
ladies.” & ’
* Mrs. Stanley continued to assert, that
ill-placed affection only became invincible,

- because its supposed invincibility had been
first erected int, a'principle. She thenad-
verted to the power of religion in subduing
the passions; that of love among the rest.

I ventured to ask Lucilla, who was sit-
 ting next me (a happiness which by some °
’ means or other I generally contrived to

enjoy,) what were her sentiments on this
point? With a little confusion, she said,

~.% to conquer ‘an ‘ill-placed attachment, I
conceive may be effected by motives in-
ferior to rehg_wn. Reason, the humbling

. conviction® of having made an unworthy
choice, for T will not resort to so bad a mo-
tive as pride, may easily accomplisk it
But to conquer a well founded affcction, 2

justxﬁable attachment I should unagme,o
recures
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, fequires the powerful principle of Chris-
tian plety, and, what cannot that etfect ¢”
She stopped and blushed, as feanng she
had said too mucn.

Lady Belfield observed, that she be-
Jlieved a virtuous attaghment amight possi-

~ bly be subdned by the principle Miss Stan-

ley had mentioned; yet she doubted if it
were in the power of religion itself to ena-
ble the heart to conque: aversion, much
less to establish affection for an object for
whom dislike had been entertained. g

“1 believe,” said Mr. Stanley, «the
exampleis rare, and the exertion difficult;
but that which is difficult to us, is not im-
possible to Him who has the hearts of all
men in his hand. And I am happj;,to
resolve Lady Belfield’s doubt by a case in
PoInbs. . A

“ You cannot, Sir Johh, have forgotten
our oid London acquaintance * Carlton?”
£ No, replied lie, “nor can I-ever forget
what 1 have since heard of his ungenerows
t‘l’gat‘meat of that most amiable woman, his ;

M 4 - wife.
° 2 ks
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wife. I sippase he has long ago broken )
her heart.” 3
" «You know,” resumed Mr. Stanley,
« they married not only without any incli-
nation on either mde,but on her part with
somethmg nore thafr 1nd1Ference with a’
preference for another person. She mar ned
through an unphcxt obedience to her mo-
ther's will, which she had never in'any in-
stance opposed -=Z¢e, because hlS fatler had
threatened to dlsmherlt him if he marrled
any other woman for as they were dlstant
relations, there was no other way of secur-
1ng the estate in the family. = > .
% What a motive for'an union $o sacxe&
and so indissoluble?” exclaimed I, with an
ardour which raised a smile i in the whole
party. Tasked pardon for my mvoluntary
nterruption, and Mr. Stanley procegded.
“She had long entertained a partlallty
for a moét deserving young clergyman,
much her inferior in rank and fortune. But
though her high sense of filial duty led her
to sacnﬁce this innocent inclination, end
- though
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to the only sure refuge of the unhappy,and

took comfort in the consideration that her

trials-were appointed by a merciful Father,

to detach her from. a. world which she
might have: loved tdo. foudly, had it not'
been thus stripped of its dellghts ‘ il
«“When Mrs. Stanley, who was her con-
fidential friend, expressed the tenderest
sympathy in_her sufferings, she meekly re-
plied, ‘remen oer who are they whose robes
_are washed whlte in the kingdom of glory,
it isi they who come out of great tribu-
dation.. Iendeavourto strengthen. my falth
‘with a view of what the best Christians. have
suffered, and my hope with meditating:on
‘the shortness.of all suffering. I will confess
my weakness,’ aad'edishe: < of the various:
-motives tof)ati:ance-under- the ills of life,
~which the,Biblegpresents, though my reason
aud. religion acknowlege: them all, there:
is ngt .one which comes home so powewfully
to my feelings as this,—zhe time is short-
“Another time- Mrs. Stanley, who had
‘heard of some recent 1rregulant1es of Carl-

top,

3l

]



‘CELEBS. 251

ton, callel upon her, and lamenting the
solitade to which' she was often left for
days together, advised her to have a female
friend in the house, that her mind might
, 0t be left to® preyupon itself by living
so much alone. She thanked her for the
kind suggestlon, but said she felt it was
‘wiser and better not to have a confidential
friend always at hand, ¢ for of what sub-
ject should we talk,’ said he, ‘but of my
“husband’s faults? Ought I to allow myself -
in such a practice? It would lead meto in- |
, dulge a habit of complamt which I am la-
bourmg to subdue. The compassmn of my
friend would only sharpen my feelings,
which I wish to blunt. .Giving vent to a
flame only makes it rage the more;. if sup-
pressing cannot subdue it, at least the con-
scioushess that I am deing my duty will
enable me to support it. Whep we feel,
added she, ‘that,we are doing wrong, 1 the
epening our heart may strengthen our vir-
tue;’ but when we are suffering wrong,
thé mind demands another-sort of strength;.
s M6 it

2% )
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it Wants Tugher support thap frlendshxp has
‘to impart. It pours outits sorrows in prayer
“‘with fuller conﬁdence, knowing that he
who sees can sustam, tl)lathe who hegrs yill
recompence, that he will _]udge, not our*
Weakness, but our efforts to corajuer it; not
_ our success but our endeavours : w1th him

endeavour 1s victory.

“<The grace I-most want added she,
¢3s humility. « A partial friend, in order
#o support my spirits, would flatter my
conduct : gratified with her soothing, I

_ should, perhaps, not so entirely cast mayself o
for comfort on God. Contented with hu-
man praise I might rest in it. ‘Besides
havmg endured the smart, I woulde not
willingly endure ‘it in vain. We know
who has said, © 1f you suﬁ'er with me,

¢ you shall also relgn with me.’ Tt is nOt

. however, tomere suﬁ'ermg that the promlse

is addressed, but to suffering for his sake,
and in his spirit.” Then turning fQ the

Blble which lay before her, and peinting t©
the sublime passage of St. Paul, which s}l;

. +ha

¢ -
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had JllSt been readmg our lrght affliction

“which is but for a moment, worKeth for us

a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glary < Pray, said she, ‘read this in
,connection with t‘ﬁév nex¢ verse, which is
not always done. W hen is it that it works
for us this weight of glory? Only © while
we are looking at the things which are not
n.’, Do admire the heauty of this posi-
tion, and how the good is Yeighed against
the evil, like two scales differently filled;
the affliction is light, and bat for a ‘mo-
ment; the glory is a weight, and it is for
ever. ’Tis a feather against lead, a grain
of sand against the universe, a moment
agajnst eternity. Oh, how the scale which
contains this world’s light trouble, kicks
the beam, when Wew‘led agamat the glory
which shall be revealeds
“ At the end of two years,she had a
litfle girl: this opened to her a new scene”
of duties, and a fresh source of conselation.
Her religion proved itself to be of the right
Sf%-mp, by making her temper still more
sweet,
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sweet, and diffusing the happiest effects J
t.hrough her whole character and conversa-
tion. When her husbanﬂ had staid out late
or even all night, she. never reproached him.

‘When he was at hoxeg, she recelv'éd‘hls

friends with as much civility as if she had
liked them. He found that his house was

_conducted with the utmost prudence, and

-

that while she maintained his eredit at his
table, her pers»nil expences were almost
nothing: md_eed self seemed nearly annihi-
lated in her. He sometimes felt disap- -
pomted because he had no cause of com-
plaint, and was angry that he had. nothing *
to condemn..

“%As he hasa very fine understandmg, he
was the more provoked, because he could
not help seeing that her blameless conduct

‘put him continually in the wrong. All this

puzzled him. He never suspected there was
% Pﬂnmple, out of which. such co equences
could grow, and was ready to attribute to°
insensibility, that patience which nothing.

short of Christian piety could havefnsplrﬁd
He,

L
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He had:ganceived of religion, 'és‘mvisiongry
system of words and phrases,and. concluded
thatfrom sounsubstantial a theory,it would
be a folly to look for practical effects..

: 2*“Qometimas, w:zen hs saw her nursing
his child, of whont he was very fond, he
was almost tempted to admire-the mother,

who is a most pleasing figure; and now
and then when his heart was thus softened
for a‘ moment, he would ask himself what
reasonable ground of objection there was-
either to her mind or person?.

“MTrs. Carlton, knowing that his aﬁ'alrs
~ must necessarily be embarrassed, by the ex-
traordinary expences he had incurred, when:
the steward brought her usual year’s allow-
ante she refused to také more than half ‘
and ordered him to employ the- remamder
on his master’s.account., The faithful old
‘man was ready to weep, and could not fo;—
bear saying, ‘Madam, you could ot do»
more for a kind husband. Bemdes, it is
but a dmp of water m the occean.’ ¢ That
dTOp, said she, ‘it is my duty to contnbute
. Th C ‘When.

2a
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When the stvard communicated - this to *
Carlton, he was 'deeply affécted, refused to
take the money, and was again driven to
resort to the wonderful prmc1ple, from
which such rightbut dﬁﬁcul? actions coiﬂdI
proceed.” .

‘Herel interrupted Mr. Stanley
am quite of the steward’s opinion,” said f
“That a woman should do'this and much
more for the mgh who loved her, and whom
she loved, is quiteintelligible toevery being
who hasa heart. But'for a cruel, unfeeling,
tyrant! I do not comprehend it. What 2y
yous Miss Stanley > - -

““Under the circumstance ydu ‘suppose;” |
saidtshe, blushmvg «J think the woman
would have no shadow of merit; Herteot
duct would be a mere grat_xﬁcatlon, an €n-
‘tire indulgence of her own feelings.* The
~ triumphof affection would have beencheap;
““Mrs. Carlton’s was the trigmph of religibn;
of a principle which could subdae an attach-
ment to a worthy object, and act w’sith, saeh

generosity towards an-unworthy one.”™ g

Mr. :

o«
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o " Mr. Stanley went on. “§frs. Carlton
frequently sat uprlate, reading such books as
might qualify her for the education of her
child, but always retired before she had
reason®to expect Mz, Carltpn, lest he might
, Construe it into upbrfliding. One night, as
he was not €xpected to come home at all,
she sat later than usual, and had mdulged
herself with takmg her child to pass the.
mrrht in her bed. With her usual eamest—
ness she knelt down and offered up her de-
votions by her bed-side, and in a manner
particularly solemn and affecting, prayed
*for Her husband. Her heart was dee‘ply
touched, and she dwelt on these petitions
In a strain peculiarly fervent. She prayed.
for his welfare in both “worlds, and ear-
nestly implored that shé might be made
the humble instrument gf his happinéss
She meekly acknowleged her own many.
offences; of his she said nothing. 5 _
“ Thinking herself secare from interrup-
tion; her petitions were uttered aloud; her
voice. oftén faultering, and her eyes stream-
e : ing

s
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- Ing with te!; Little did she suspect that ,

the object of her prayers was within hear-
ing of them. He had returned home un-
expectedly,and coming softly into the room,.
‘beard her pious asplratlons He was inex-

pressibly affected. e wept, and sighed

bitterly. The light from the candles on the
table fell on the blooming face of his sleep-
ing infant, and on that of his weeping wife.

It was too mush for him; but he had not

the virtuous courage to give way to his feel-
ings. He had not the generosity to come
forward and express the admiration he felt.

'He withdrew unperceived, and passed thes

- remainder of the night in great perturba-
.txon of spirit. Shame, remorse, and confu-
smn, raised suclva conflict in his mind, 2s
prevented him from closing his eyes: while

she slept in quiet, and awoke in peace. -
“ The next morning, during a very short
interview, he behaved toher with a kindness

‘whién she had never béfore e:r:perlenced
He had not resolution to brez}kfast.wltlh
her, but promised, with affection ill.h‘s
S5y " ‘words

.
¢ ¢
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A ords and manuer, to retugn to dinner.
" ‘I'he truth ‘was, he never quitted home, but
wandered about his woods to compose and
« strengthen his mind. This self examina-
tion was the first he had practised; its
gﬂ:acts were sal’utatf o e
“ A day oxtwo previous to this, they had
dined at our house. He had always been
much addicted to the pleasures of the table.
He expressed high appr“batlon of a parti-
cular dish, and mentioned agam when he
got home how much he liked it. The next
morning Mrs. Carlton wrote to Lucilla to
«beg the receipt for making this ragout; and
 this day when he returned from his solitary
ramble and “ compunctious visitings,” the
favoyrite dish most exqpisitely dressed,
was produced at his dinner. . He thanked
“her for thls obliging attention, and turning
to the butler, directed him’to tell the cook
_that no"dxsh was ever, so well dressed.. Mrs.
Carlton blushed when the honest butler
Said, uSn‘, 1tvwas my mmn'e_ss d{gssed it with
e her
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her own h@fds, because she, knew your
honour was fond of it.’

“Tears of gratxtude mshed into Carlton’s
eyes, and tears of joy overflowed those of,
the old domestic, When his mastey, rising
from the table, tende‘l 7 embraced his wd%
and declared he was unworthy of such a
‘treasure. ¢ I have been guilty of a pubhc
wrong, Johnson, said he to his servant,
¢ and my reparation shall be as public.’ I
‘can mever deserve her, but my life shall
“be spent in endeavouring to do so.’

« The little girl was brought in, and her
presence seemed to cement this new formed
‘union. An augmented cheerfulness on the
‘part of Mys. Carlton invited an increased
tenderness on that of her husband. Blebe-
L every day to discover new excellencies
in his wife, whlch he readily acknowleged
to herself, and to the world. The convic-
tion of Her worth had gradually beep pro-
ducing esteem, esteem now ripened into af-
fection, and his affection for his wife. was

» mmgled
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h mi_ngled with a blind sort of admiration of
that piety whichvhad produced such effects.
He now began to think home the plea-

» santest place, and his wife the pleasantest

companion.
4
»

! :
“ A gentle censure from him on the ex-

cessive frugatity of herdress, mlxedmth ad-
miration of the purity of its motive, was
an jntimation to her to be more elegant.
He hdppened to admire a gowh worn: by
2 lady whom they had vilited." She not
only sent for the same materials, but ‘had
it made by the same pattern. A little at-

* tentlon of which he felt the delicacy.
“ He net only saw, but in no long time

acknowleged, that a religion which pro- '

duded such admirable effects, could not be
. =0 mischiévous a principle &s he had sup-

‘posed; nor could it be an inert principle. -
* Her prudence has accomplished what her

~ plety began. She always watchéd the turn
" of his eye, to see how far she might ven-
ture, and changed the discourse when the
kvok. wa$ not encouraging. She never tired

: him

3a
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“him with lectures, never obtruded serious .
discourse unseasonably, nor prolonged 1t_ ‘
improperly. His early love of reading,
which had for some years given way to °
more turbulent pleasurgs, he has resémed;
and frequently insists} that the books, he” .
reads to her shall be of her own chusing.
In this choice she exercises the nicest dis-
cretion, selecting such as may gently lead
his mind to higher’pursuits, but whichat
the same time ‘are so elegantly written as’
not to disgust his taste.. In all this Mrs.
Stanley is her friend and counsellor.

. “ While Mrs. Carlton is advancing®her
husband’s relish for books of piety, he is.
forming hers to polite literature. She her-
self often propose¢ an amusing book, that
he may not suspect her of a wish to abridge
his innocent gratifications; and bys this
complaxsance she g gains more than she loses, '
. for, not t6 be outdone in generos1ty, e
often Proposes some pious one in return.
Thus their ‘mutual sacrifices are mutual -
benefits. She has found out that he hasa
B hlghly
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highly cultwated understandmg, and he
has dlscovered that she has a mind re-
markably susceptible of cultivation. He
has by degrees dropt most of his former
associates, and has entirely renounced the
dwersums into whic hey led him. He
1s become a frsquent and welcome visitor
here. His conduct is uniformly respecta-
ble, and I look forward with hope to his
becoming even a shining character. There
15, however, a pertinacity, I m;y. say a sin-
cerity, in his temper, which somewhat
* keeps him back. He will never adopt any
principle without the most complete con-
viction of his own mind; nor profess ani;"
truth of which he himself does not actu-
ally feql the force.” :
Lady Belfield, after than.ung Mr. Sten-
ley for his interesting little narrative, ear-
"nestly requested that Sir John would re-
new hls acquaintance, with Mr. Carlton,
that she herself might be enabled to profit
by such an affecting example of the power
‘of genuxm;: seligion, as his wife exhlblted
s con-
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confessing that one such living instance
would weigh more w1th her fhan a hun-
dred arguments. Mors. Stan]ey obligingly
promised to invite them to dinner the first
leisure day. ;
M. Stanley' nov{?iformed us that er
‘Geéorge Aston was arrived fram Cambndve,
on a visit to his mother and sisters; that
he was a youth of great promise, whom he
begged to introdsice to us as a young man
“in whose Wﬁifare he took a lively concern,
and on the right formation of whose cha-
racter much would depend, as he had a .
large estate, and the family interes{ in the
€ounty would give him a very considerable
influence: to this influence it was, there-
fore, of great;importance to give g Tight .
direction. . We next morping took 2
ride to Aston Hall, and I commenced 20
acquaintance With the engagin(g young
baronety which I doubt not, frota: Wl’lat I

sa% and heard, will kereafter npen mto
friendship. ;

"CHAP:

te ©
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and Christianity.  The ancient phxloso-
(%

phers have left us many shmmo‘ examples
of moderation in earthly _thmgs, and of the

contempt of riches. So far the light of |

reason, and a ‘mnoble self-denial carried.

them; and many*a Cl}?ﬁtiaﬁ may blhsﬁ.af.

these instances of their superigrity; butof *

an indifference to fame; of a deadness to
human applause, except as founded on
loftiness of spirit, disdain of their judges,
and selfsufficfent pride, I do not recol-
lect any instance.”

“ And yet,” said Sir John, “I remem-
‘ber Seneca says in one of his epistles,dhat
no man expresses such a respect and devo-
tion to virtue, as he who forfeits the repute
of being a good mgan, that he may notdor-
feit the consciousness of being sugh.”

“They might) replied Mr. Stanley,

“Iincidentally exptess some such sentiment -

 n a well turned period, to give antithesis to
an expeession, or weight toan apophthegm;
they might declaim against it in a fit of dis-
appointment in the burst of indégsatign

e\c1ted by a recent loss of popularity; but
I ques-
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+ A question if they ever once acted upon it.
i questlon if MArius himself, sxttmg amidst
the ruins of Carthage, actually felt it. Sel- -
dom, 1if ever, does it seem to 'have\ been in-
culkeated as a principle, orcenforced as a rule
. ofaction: nor couid it—it was “ against
the canon law of their foundation.”

Sir John. < Yet a good man struggling
with adve«rxlty is, I thmk represented by
one of their authors, as an ‘wbject worthy
of the attention of the gods

Stanley. « Yes—but the dxvme appro-
bation alone was never proposed as the
“standard of right, or the reward of actions,
except by divine revelation.”

“Nothing seems more dxﬁicult said I,
“to settle than thest’mdald of right. Every
man has a standard of his own, which he
~considérs as of unwelsal application. One
makes his own taste, desires, and appetites,
hisrule of right;. another the example of
certain individuals, fallible like himself: a
thlrd‘and mdeedtheoeneraht) themaxims,
habite and manners of the fashionable part
Of the world &

N 2 Sir
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Sir John. “But since it is so difficult to
discriminate between allowaple in::lulgence,
and criminal conformity, the life of a con-
scientious man, if hebe not constitutionally
temperate, or habltually firm, must be
poisoned with sohutudg "and perpetually e
racked with the fear of exceesding his li-_

S

mits.”

Stanley. “ My dear Belfield, the peace
and security of 2 Cleristian, we well know,
are not left todepend on constitutional tem-
perance, or habitual firmness. These are,

| as the young Numidian says,

Pergecﬁons that are placed in bones and nerves.

There is a higher and surer way to prevent
the solicitude, which is, by correcting the
principle; to get the heart set fight; to*be
jealous over ourselves ; to be caréful never
to venture to thgedge of our lawful li-
mits; in short, and that is the only infal-
“lible st.md’ud to live 1n® the conscientigus
practlce of measuring all we say, and do,
and think, by the uncrring rule of Gods
word. T
SirJohn. “The impossibility of reach-
¢ing

¢

5 : £
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\

mg the Perfectlon which that mle requlres,
sometimes discourages well-meaning men
as if the attempt were hdpeless.”

"Dr. Barlow. “ That is, sir, because
they‘take up witha kind of hearsay Chris-

tianity. Its reputed pains and penalties
drive them off from enquiring for them-.

selves. They rest on the surface. Ifthey
would go deeper, they would see that the
spiritz which dictated the scripture is a
spirit of power, as well as a spirit of - pro-
mise. All that he reduires us to do, he
enables us to perform. He does not pre-
scribe rules without furnishing us with
arms. , :

In answer to some further remarks f Sir
John, who spoke with due abhorrence of
any instarice of actual vice, but who seemed
to have no just idea of its root and princi -
ple, Dr. Barlow observed; “ While every
ON¢ agrees in: repr()batmg wicked actions,
few, comparatively, are aware of the natural

v

and-habitual evil which lurks in the heart.

T¢ this the bible partlcularly directs our

attention,  In describing a bad character,’

N 3 it
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lt does not say that hls actions are Hagiti-

ous, but that God is notin all his thoughts.
This is the description of a thoroughly
worldly man. - Those who are given up.
completely to the world, to its maxims, its
princ’iples, its cares, or#sl pleasures, eannot
_entertain thoughts of God. Aad to be uns
mmdful of h}s providence, to be revaldless‘
of his presence, to be insensible to his mer-
cies, must be nearly as offensive to Eamas
to deny his existence. Excessive dissipa-
tion, a supreme love of money,I oran entire-
devotedness to ambition, drinks up that
spirit, swallows up that affection, exhausts-
that vigour, starves.that zeal;, with which:
’ a Christian should devote himself to serve. '

hls \/iaker c

“Pray observe, continued Dx. Barlow,
that I am not qpea.kmg of avowed orofli-
gates, but of decent chameters, men who,.
. while they are pursuing with keen intenses
ness the great objects of their attachment,
donotderidéoreven totally neglect religious
observances; yet think they do mueb aad
well, by affording some odd scraps of refuse
nume:
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fime to 3 few weary prayers, and sleepy
thoughts, froma mind worn down with en-
gagements of pleasure, or projects of accu-
mulation, or schemes of ambition. In all
shess several pursuits, thgre may be nothing
-which, to the grossperceptions of theworld,
, would appédr to be moral turpitude. The
pleasure may not be profligacy, the wealth
so cherished may not have been . fraudu-

lently obtained; the ambition, in human
estimation, may not be dithonourable; but
an alienation from God, an indifference to
eternal things, a spirit incompatible with
thé spirit of the gospel, will be foupd at
‘the bottom of all these restless pursuits.”
“Iam entirely of your opinion, ,Doc-
tot,” said Mr. Stanley; “it is taking ﬁp
with sonlething short of réal Christianity ;
it is an apostacy from the doctrines of the
blble, 1tis thesubstitution ofa s epunous and
Pqular religion, for thatwhich was revea.ledJ
from Heaven; it is a departure from the
faith once delivered to the saints, that has so
fata,lly sunk our morality, and given coun-
N 4 tenance

le
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tenance to that low standard of practical 3
virtue which prevails. Ir we lower the
principle, if we obscure the light, if we re-
ject the influence, if we sully the purity, °
if we abridge the strictness of the divine
law, there w1ll remain ascendmg power
“in theJsoul, ro stirring spirit, no quickens
ing aspu'atlon after perfectlon, no stretch-
ing forward after that holiness to whlch the
beatific vision is spemfically promlsed It
is vain to expect that the practice will rise
higher than. the pr:inciple which- inspires
it; thatthe habits will be superior to the 3
motives which govern them.”

| Dp. Barlow. “Selfishness, security, and
sensuality, are predicted by our Saviour, as
the character of the last times. In alluding
to the antediluvian world, and the cause of -
its destruction, eating, drinking, and narry- -
ing, could not be named in the gospsl as
“things censurable in themselves, they being
necessary tothevery existence of that world,
which the abuse of them was tending” to
destroy. Our Saviour does not describe

‘ + criminality
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cr lmmahty by the excess but by the spirit
of the act. Hg speaks of eating not glut-
tony, of drinking not intoxicat‘ion,.of mar-
riage not licentious intercourse. This -
seems a plam intimation, that carrymg
,on the transactions of the world in the
spirit of the»)'mlcr,):md that habitual dead- -
fiess to the concerns of eternity, in being so
alive to the pleasures or the interests of the
preseﬁt moment, do net indicate a state of -
safety, even where gross acts of vice may
be rare.”
 Mr. Stanley. €1t is not by a few, or
sevensby many instances of excessive wic-
kedness, that the moral state of a cou:itry
is to be judged, but by a general averse-
nesy and indifference $o real rehglon
A few examnles of glaring= impiety may
furnish more subJect for declamation, but -
are not near so deadly a Symptom. It is
no new remark, thaj more men dre undone
by an excessive ‘indulgence in thins per-
mlttgd than by the commission of ‘awvowed.
sm;.’fo, 0

Sir
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Sir John. “How happy are those, who,
by their faith and piety,. are delr ered from
these difficulties I”.

Stanley. My dear Belfield, Where are"
those pr1v11eged beings? It is one sad proof
of human infirmity, that thebest men have
continually these things to struggle with.’
‘What makes the difference is, that. those
whom we call good men struggle on to-.
the end, while the others, not seemO‘ the
danger, do not struggle at-all.”

« Christians,” said Dr. Barlow, © who.
would strictly keep within the bounds pre-

scribed by their religion, should imitate the
ancfent Romans, who carefylly watched
that their god Terminus, who- defined
thelr limits, should never recede; the first
step of his retreat, they said, wc:uid be the-
destruction of their security.”

Sir John. “But Doctor, pray what re:

i edy do you recommend against thiz natu- -
ral, Iad almost said this- invincible pro-
pensity to over-value the world? I do not

mean a propensny merely to over-rate its- 3
pleasm’es ;

LS

3
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' p_leasure"s and 1ts honours, but a disposition
to yield o its dominion over the mind, to
indulge atoo earnest desire of standing well
with it, to cherish a too anxious regard for

its good opinion ¢” : ;

»  Dr. Barlow. <The knowlege of the
disease sho=3d precede the application of -
‘the remedy. Human applause is by a
worldly man reckoned not only among the
luxusies of life, but among -articles of the
first necessity. An undue desire to obtain
it has certainly its' foundation in Vanity,
and it is one of our grand errors to reckon

* vanity a trivial fault. An over-estimation:
of character, and an anxious wish to con=
ciliate all suffrages, is an mfirmity from
which even worthy men are not exempt;
nay, ‘it is a weakness front which, if they
are not governed by a st.x'ict religious prin-
ciple, worthy men are in most danger. Re-
putation being in igself so very 'desg'able a»
good, those who actually possess it, and in
some sense deserve to possess it, are apt
toﬁlr.nake it their standard, and to restin it

> 3s their supreme aim and end.”
‘o N6 Sir
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~ Sir John. “You have exposed the la-
tent pnncxp]e, it remains that you suggest :
its cure.”

Dr. Barlow. * I believe the most eﬁ'ec—
tual remedy would be, to excite in themm;i
frequent thoughts of oux divine Redeemer,
and of his estimate of that worrd on which -
we so fondly set our affections, and whose
approbation we are too apt to make the
chief object of our ambition.” ”

Sir John. “Tallow it to have been ne-
cessary, that Christ in the great end which
he had to accomplish, should have been

poor, and neglected, and contemned,*and *
that he should have trampled on the great
things of this world, human applause
among the rest; Hut I do not conceive that
this obligation® ettends to hisefollowers,
nor that weare called upon to partake the
poverty which he preferred, or to renounce
the wealth and grandeur which he seb at
nought nor to imitate him in making
himself of no reputation.™

Dr. Barlow. “We are not indéed’ ¢ﬂ~led
to resemble him in his extérnal ecircum- ’

: stuneces-
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stances. It 1s not our bounden duty to be
necessarlly expgsed to the same contempt;
nor are we obliged to embrace the same ig-
noininy Yet itseems a natural consequence
of qur, Chrxstlan professmn, that the things
swhich he desplaed we should not venerate;
the vanities e trampled on, we should not
“admire; the world which he censured, we
ought not to idolize; the ease ‘which he
renounced we should ®ot rate too highly;
the fame which he set at nought, we ought
not anxiously to covet. = Surely the follow-
ers of him who was “despised and rejected
of 12en” should not seek their highest gra-
tification from the flattery and applai;se of
men. The truth s, in all discourses on this
sulject, we are compelled continually to re-
vert to the observation, that christianity isa
religion of the heart. And though we are
not called upon to parta’ke the poverty and
mganness of his situation, yet the precept,
is clear and direct, respectingthe téfhper by
which we should be governed. “Let the
Sa,me‘ mind be in you which was also in
¥ . Christ
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Christ Jesus.” If, therefore, we happen to
possess that Wealﬂ% and gr%ndé.u?'-which'hel 5 ‘
disdained, weshould possessthem as though
we possessed them not. We have a fair and
liberal permission to use them as his ift,
and to his glorysbut not to &rect them into;
the supreme objects of Gur attachment. In *
the same’ manner, in every other point 1t
isstill the spirit of the act, the temper of
the mind to which we are to look. For in-
stance, I donot think that I am ébliged to:
shew my faith by sacrificing my son, nor
my obedience by selling all that I have to
give to the poor; but I think 1 am qun(,i.
by the spirit of these two powerful com~ ’
mands, to practice = cheerful acquiescence:
in the whole will of God, in suffering and:
renouncing, ag well as in doing, whenk
know what is really his will,”

©
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9

CHAP. XX. -

Thl? pleasant reflections excited by the
_ s mterestmg convq;;x.tlon of the evenmg were
eruelly mterrupted by my faithful Ed-
wards. “ Sir;” said he, when he came to
attend me, “ do you know that all the talk
of the Hall to-nightat supper was, that Miss-
Stanley is going to be married to young,
Lord Staunton? Heis a cousin of Mrs.
Carlton’s, and Mr. Stanley’s coachman
"broucht home the news from thencs yes-
terday I could not get at the very truth,
becausé Mrs. Comfit y wes out of the way,
but all the servants agree, that though he
isa lord, and rich, and handsome, he is not
half good enough for hery Indeed, sir, they
say he is no better than he should be.”
4 was thundeysttuck at this intel]igence.
It was a trial I had not suspected.  Does
he “visit here then, Edwards,” said I, « for I
have
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have neither seen nor heard of him.” « No
sir,” said he, “but Miss meets Kim at Mr. °
Carlton’s.” This shocked' me beyond ex-
pression. Lucilla meet a man at another
house! Lucilla carry on a clandestine en- )
gagement‘ Can* Mrs. Carlton be capaeb"le
of conniving at it! Yetirit were not clan- *
destine, why should he not visit at thé
Grove:”

These tormenting reflections kept me

awake the whole night. To acquit Lucilla

- Edwards’s story made difficult; to condemn
her, my heart found was impossible. One - .
moment I blamed my own foolish timigdity, «
whiéh had kept me back from making any
proposal, and the next, I was glad that the
delay would enable me to sift the truth,and
probe her charagter. “If1 dq not find
consistency here,” said I, < I shall 1enounce
all confidence in fiuman virtue.”

T'arose early and went to indnlgt ny
meditations in the gar den ‘T saw Mr. Stan-
ley sitting under the favourite cak. I was
instantly tempted to go and open xiy heart
to him, but seemg 5 Fook 10 Rt Aiand, J#

femed
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. feared to iﬁ,terrupt him; ar?d was turning
into another walk, till I had acquired
more composure. He called after me,
«and invited me to sit down. !
Fow violent swere my flustuations! How
,inconsistent were 7 feelings! How much
at, variance was my reason with my heart!
The man on earth with whom I wished to
confer, invited me to a conference. With
a mind’ under the dominion of a passion
which I was eager to declare, yet agitated
with an uncertainty which I had as much
reason to fear might be painfully as plea-
.santlf removed; I stood doubtful whether
to seize or to decline the occasion which
thus presented itself to me. A moment’s
reflection however convin’ced me that the
Opportumty wastoo inviting tobe neglected
My invpatience for an egjaircissement on
Lord Sfaunton’s subject was too opowerful
to be any longer vesisted. =
At length with the most unfeigned diffi-
dencey ‘a_rid a hesitation which I feared
¥%’»"0}:11‘&render my words unintelligible, I
ventured

N
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ventured to express my tendey admiratiory
- of Miss Stanley, and insplored permission ¢
to address her. -

My application did not seem to surprises
him. He only gravely said, “weevillstalk
of this some future dav.” This cold atd
laconie reply instantly sunk my spirits., I
was shocked and visibly confused. “1Itis
too late,” said I to myself. “ Happy Lord
Staunton!” He sdv my distress, and taking,
my hand with the utmost kindness of voice
and manner, said, “ My dear young friend,
content yourself for the present with the ¢
assurance of my entire esteem and afftetior.
This is a very early declaration. You are
scarcely acquainted with- Lucilla; you do
not yet know,” added he smiling, ¢ half
her faults” ¢ « ¢

¢ Only tell me, my dear sir,” said I, &
little re-assured, and grasping his hand,
“ that when you knew all mine you Wi
not reject me. Only tell me that you feel
no repugnance—that you have no other
* views—that Miss Stanley has no other’—
Jeere?

&
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here I stopt, my. voice fmled—ibe excess of

' my emotlon preyented me from finishing

&

my sentence. He encouragmg]y said, “ I
. know not that Lucilla has any attachment.
For myself, I have no views hostile to your
wishes. You have a double interest in my -

[ g
heart. You sfe endeared to me by your

personal merit; andby my tender friendship
tor your beloved father. ,But,be not im-
petuous. Form no sudden resolution. Try
to assure yourself of my daughter’s affec-
tion, before you ask it of her. Remain
here another month as my welcome guest,
*as the son of my friend. Take that month
to examine your own heart, and to .,en?lea—
Your to obtain an interest in her’s; we \.z_vill

ther: resume the subject.¥
“ But my dear Sir,”» said I, “isnot
Lord Staunton—" ¢ Set your heart at
rests” said hey Though we are both a
httle aristocratic i insour political principles,
yet when the compe_tmon is for the.'happl-
ness of life, and the interests of virtue, both
B s : Lucilla

3
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Lucilla and ‘her father thlnk w1th Dy~
mont, it .
A lord

Opposed against a man is but a man, =«
So saying he, quitted me; but ‘wrth a
benignity in his coumance ‘and manner.
that infused not only consolatlon, but jey

* into my heart. My spirits were at once

elated. To be allowed to think of Lucilla!
To be permitted to attach myself ‘to her!
To be sure hér heart was not engaged! To

nbe invited to remain a month longer under

the same roof with her—to see her——tO
hear her—to talk to her—all this was a
happiness so great that I did not allow
myself to repine, because 1t was not all 1
had wished to obtain.
I met Mrs.' Stanley Sl pers

ceived by her illyminated countenarfee, that
my proposal had been already communi-

“cated " to her. I venturéd to take her hand,

and Wlth the most respectful earnestnesﬁ
mtreated her friendship—her good ¢ offices-
3 I. @are
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“1I dare not trust myself with you just

now,” said she with an affectionate smile;

e

“ Mr. Stanley will think I abet rebellion,
if through my encouragement you should

violate your engagements with him. Bat,”

added sl:e, kindly pressing my hand; “you
need not be mush #fraid of me. Mr. Stan-
ley’s sentiments on this point, as on all .
others, are exactly my own. We have
but one heart and one mind, and that heart
and mind are not unfavourable to your
wishes.” With a tear in her eyes and affec-
tion in her looks, she tore herself away evig”

dently.afraid of giving way to her feelings.

I did not think myself bound by i:ny
point of honour to conceal the state of my
heart from Sir John Belfield, who with his
lady joined me soen after in the garden. I
Was astonished to find that my Ppassion for -
Miss SEanley Was no secret to either of
them. *Their penetration had left me no-
thing' to disclose. Sir John however Tooked
8e‘riou|s, and affected an airof mystery which

it O a little
e
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alittle alarmed me. <1 own,” said le, .
< there is som‘e‘dangef ofyour success.” T
eagerly enquired Wh'at he thought I had to
fear? “ You have every thmg to fear,” re- +
plied he, in a tqne of grave irony, % which
a man not four and tvwgkty, of an honour*
able family, with a clear estate of four
thousand 4 year, a person that all the ladies
admire, a mind which all the men esteem,
and a temper whi¢h endears you to men,
wornen, and children, can fear from a little
_country girl, whose heart is as free as a bird,
and who, if I may Judcre by her smiles and
blushes whenever you are talkmg t6 her,
would have no mortal obJectlon to sing in
the;same cage with you.” >

« Tt will 'be a $ad dull novel, howe'*'?ela
said Lady Belfiell—<all is hkely to goon
so smoothly thatwe shall flag for want of
meident. No difficulties, nor adventyres toA
heighten the interest. No, cruel step-dame, .
no tyrant father, no capricious mistress, no

moated castle, no intriguing confidante, no

treacixémus
8 ]
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ireacherous spy, no formidable nval not so
muchas a duel or even a chal]enoe, 1 fear,
to give variety to the,monotonous scene.
I mentioned Edwards'’s report respecting
Lord Stq,unton, and owned how much it
had dxsturbed Zne. “That he admires
her,” said Lad y"ﬁélﬁeld, "¢ s notorious.
‘That his addresses have ot been encou-~
raged, T have also heard, but not from the
famlly s As'to Lucilla, she is the last glrl
that would ever insinuate even to me, to
whom she is so unreserved, that she had
rejected ' so crreat an offer. I have heard.-
her express ~ herself with an’ 1nd1gnat10n,
foreign to her general mildness, against wo-
men Whe are guilty of this fashionable,
this dishonourable indelicacy.”

«Well, but Charles,” ssatdd Sir John,

*you must positively assume a little de-
Jection, to diversify the business. It will
give mtearest to your gountenance,’and pa-
thos to your manner,and tenderness to 3 your
_accent,  And you must forget  all atten-
tlons and deglect all civilities. And you
> must
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must appear absent and distrait and re-
veur; espemally while your fite hangs in" .
some suspense. And you must read Pe- ;
trarch, and repeat Tibullus, and write son-
nets. And when you are spoken to, you :
must not listert. And youtmust wandér i .
the grove by moonshifc,and talk to the'
Oreads, and the Dryads, and the Naiads—
Oh no, unfortunately, I am afraid there are
noNaiads within pearing. You myst make
the woods vogal with the name of Lucilla
luckily ’tis such a poetical name that Echo
‘won't be ashamed to repeat it. Ihave gone .
through it all, Charles, and know, every
high way and bye way in the map of love.
I will, however, be serious for one moment;
artd tell you forc'your comfort, that t]gough
at your age I was full as much in for itas
you are now, yet after ten years union,

Lady Belfield kas enabled me to declare *

How much the wife is dearer than the bxl[h"
&

A tear glistened in her soft eyes, at th]s
tender compliment. (.

2 GEe

e
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Just at that momena, Lucilla happéne@

. to cross the lawnoat a distance. At sight

=

of her, I could not, as T pointed to her,

.forbear exclaiming in the words of Sir

W

Jobp's favorite poet,

2

b

Theressicth beauty dwell,
There most conspicuous, ev’n in outward shape,
Where dawns the high expression of aMIND.

¢ Thijs is very fine,” said Sir John, sar-
castically, “ I admire all you young enthu-
siastic philosophers, with your intellectual

. refinement. You pretend to be captivated

o

only with mind. I observe, however, that
previous to your raptures, you always take
care to get this mind lodged in a fair and
youthful form. This mental beauty s
always prudently enshrmed 1n some elegant
corporeal frame, before it is worshipped.
I'should be glad to see somo of these intel-

lectual zdorers in love with the mind ofan

old o ugly woman. I never heard any of

you fall into extacies in descanting on the

VOL: .| | (@) - mind
il. :
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1 heard,” replied Sir John, “that he
beame a notorious proﬂlgate after he left *
Cambridge, though I have lost sight of
him ever since we parted there. But I
was glad to learn Iately that he is become
quite a reformed man.” ° s

“He is so far reforiieds’ replied Mr. '’
Stanley, “that he is no longer grossly
licentious. But in laying down the vices
of youth,he has taken up successively those
‘which he thopght better suited to the suc-
cessive stages of his progress. As he with-
drew himself from his loose habits and
connexions, ambition -became his govern-,
ing® passion; he courted public favour,
thirsted for place and distinction, and la-
boured by certain obliquities and some lit-
tle sacrifices of: prmcxple, to obtain promo-
~ tion. Finding it did not answer, and all
 his hopes failing, he now rails at anbition,

wonders men will wound their consciences
and rezounce their pe;me‘for vain appliuse
and ¢ the bubble reputation.” His sole de-
light at present, I hear, is in (Amassing
mdh.eY 4

\
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money and readmg controversial divinity,
Avarice has supplanted ambition, ]ust as
ambitien expelled profligacy. :
¢« Intheinterval in which he was passing
from ote of thpse stages to, the other, m 2

. Very uneasy state of mind, he dropped in by
accident where a famous irregular preacher
was disseminating his Antinomian doc-
trines. Caught by his vehement but coarse
eloquehice, and captivated by an allurmg
doctrine which promised much while it re-
quired little, he adopted the soothing but
fallacious tenet. [Itis true, I hear heis be-
‘come’a more respectable man in his con-
duct, but I doubt, though I have not lately
seen him, if his present state may not be
rather worse than his fornzer ones.

“ In the two previous stages; he was dis-
turbed and dissatisfied. nge he has taken
up his rest. Out of this strong hold, it is -
not L)robable that any subsequent" vice will
ever drive him, or true religion draw him.
He sometlmes attends public worship, but
as he thinks no part of it but the sermon of

e 03 much
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chief to be greater because its scandal was

less. Not contented with a single caution,
he doubles his exhortation. < Take heed,
and beware of covetousness.” :

After some remarks of Sir*John, which I

Jdo not recollect, Mr. Stanley said,* I did

not intend makéng a philippic against co-
vetousness, a sin to which I believe no one
here is- addicted. Let us not, however,

plume ourselves in nqt being guilty of & |

vice, to which, as we have no natural bias,

.$01n not committing it, we resist no temp-

tation. What I meant to insist on was, that

. €xchanging a turbulent for a quiet sin, or

a scandalous for an orderly one, is not re-
formation; or, if you will allow me the

_strong word, is not conversion. 5 ¢

- Mr. Tyrrel accordmg to-his’ appomt‘
ment, came to dinner, and brouo‘ht with
him his nephew, Mr. Edward Tyrrel, whom
he had lately entered at the university,
with a design to prepare him for holy or-
ders. He wasa well disposed young man,
bUtJlls previous education was said to have

O o4 been
[ € e

’
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haen very much negleebed; and he way
rather deficient in the neeessaty learning. *
M. Stanley had heard thatTyrrel had two
reasons for breeding him to the church.
In the first place, he fancied it was the

‘cheapest profession; andin the next "he ‘had

Iaboured to infuse into bun some particu- °

lar opinionsof his own, which he wished
to disseminate through his nephew. Sir

George Aston having accidently called, he
was pr‘nvailgd on to stay, anxi Dr. Barlow
was of the party. ;

2 ouMe, T yrnel by his observations, soon ,
enabled us to discover that his religion had,
alteced nothing but his language. He
seemed evidently more fond of controversy
than of truth, and the whole turn of his
conversation mted that he derived his
religious secunty rather from the adoption

of a party, than drom the 1mplantat10n of
anew principle. “His discourse.is al-
tered,’”. said Mr. Stanley to me afterwads,
“ but T greatly fear his heart and aﬁ'ectlon'&

remain unchanged.” i

§ @
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Mr. Staraley,contrived, for the sake of his
two academical guests, particularly young
Tyrrel, to divert the conversation to the
subject of learning, more especmlly cleri-
eal Ieariplng
s In answer t6 a remark of mine on the
satisfaction I hadffelt in seeing sucha happy
union of learning and piety in two clergy-
men who had lately dined at -the Grove, ;
Mr. Stqnley said, « Literature i Is an excel-
lent thing, when it is not thebest thing a
man has. It can surely be no offence to
our Maker to cultivate careflilly his high%t
watura] gift, our reason. In pious men it is
peculiarly important, as the neglect of such.
cultivation, in certain individuals, has led to
muchy error in religion, and given much
Just offence {o the irreligioys,swho are very
sharp sighted to the faults of pious charac-
ters. 1, therefore, truly ®joice to see a
higher tone of literature now prevailing,
especially in so many of our pious Foung
divines; the deficiency of learning in some
of thefr well meaning predecessors, having
. 05 served

| >
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that knowlege. which ‘adorns his religion
without ditninishing its good effects.”

Tyrrel. « Youwill allow that those first

| great publishers of Christianity, the Apos-

tles, had none of thi_s vain leéming.”

| “Stanley.“1¢is frequently pleaded by the
despisers of learzzing, that the Apostles were
illiterate. The fact is too notorious and
the answer too obvious to: require to be
dwelt upon. But it iy unfortunately ad-
duced to illustrate a position to which it can
never apply, ‘the vimdieation of an unlet-
tered clergy. Itis a hacknied remark, but

,not the less true for being old, that the-wis-

dom of God chose to accomplish the first
promulgation of the gospel by ‘illiterate
men, to prove that the work was his own,

) & )
and that its success depended not on the
o 5 0 ¢ =
mstruments employed, but on the divinity
of thetruth itself. Buteif the almighty
chose 4o establish his religion by, miraeles
he ohuses to carry it"on by means. And he
110 more sends an ignorant peasant orfisher-
man to Instruct men in christianity now:
than h D WIS $

n he appointed a Socratés or a Plato to-

?
o 6
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be its publishers at first. As, however,
there is a great difference in the situations,
so there may bea proportwnable difference
allowed in the attainments of the clergy.
-1 do not say it is necessary for every vil-
lage curate to be a profound sqholgr, ‘but
as he may not always remain in obscurity,
there is no necessity for his being a con-
temptible one.’

Sir John. « What has been said of those
who affect to desplse birth has been applied
also to those who decry learning; neither is
ever undervalued except by men who are
destitute of them: and it is worthy of ob-,
servation, that, as literature and religion
both sunk together in the dark ages, so
both emerged at the same auspicious wra.”

M. Stanley finding that Dr. Barlow was
mot forward to embark in a subject which
he considered agrather personal, said, “Is

it presumptueus to observe, that thongh the
Apostles were unlettéred men, yet those
instruments who were to be employed i
serviees singularly difficult, the AlmJghtY '

condescended partly to fit for their peculiar
work ?

0
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work by great human attainments. The
apostleof the Gentiles was brought up at the
feet of Gamaliel; and Moses, who was des<
tined to the high office of 2 great legislator, -
was instructed in all thewisdom of the most
learned nation then existing. The Jewish
*lawgiver, thoug/h under the guidance of in-
spiration itself, did. not fill his station the
worse for this preparatory institution. To
how important a use the apostle converted
his ertidition, wemay ififer from hisconduct
in the most learned and polished assembly
in the world. He did not unnecessarily
exasperate the polite Athenians by coarse
upbtaiding, or illiterate clamour, but he
attacked them on their own ground. With
what discriminating wisdom, with what
powerful reasoning did he unfold to them :
‘that Go¢ whom they ignerantly worship-
ped! With what temper, with what ele-
gance did he expose their shallow theology!
Had he been as unacquamted with their re-
hgmn, as they were with Ais, he liad want-
ed the appropriate ground on which to
322 . build

3
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build his instruction. He seized on the

inscription of their own pagan «altaf, asa ¢

text from which to preach the doctrines of
- Christianity. From his knowlege of their

errors, he was enabled to advance the cause. ¢

of truth. He made their pogtry, wHictrhe

quoted, and: their mythglogy which he".

would not have been able to explode, if he
" had not understood it, a thests from whicl:
to deduce the doctrine of the Resurrection.
Thus softening theit prejudices, and letting
them see the infinite superiority of that
Christianity whieh he enforced, to the mere
learning and mental cultivation on which

they, so highly valued themselves. By the "

same sober discretion, accurate reasoning,
ang graceful elegance, he afterwards ob-
tained a patient hearing, and a favourdble
judgement from king Agrippa. ¢
Dr. Barlow. « o It has always appeared
tome,thata strong reason why the younger
part of a tlergyman’s life should be ip &
good méasure devoted.to lear ning is, that
-he may afterwards discover its comparative

¢ vanity. -

&

7
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vanity. It would have been a less difficult
sacrifice fdr St. Paul to profess that he re-
nounced all things for religion, if he had
had nothing to renounce’; and to count ail
things as dross in the comparison, if he had.

had 1o gé)ldotio put in the empty secale.
Gregory Nazignzen, one of the most ac-
complished masters of Greek literature,
declared that the chief value which he set
upon ,it was, that in Bjoss'éssi'ng it, he had
something of worth in itself to esteem as
nothing m eomparison of Christian truth.
And it is delightful to hear Selden and

‘ Gr%tius; and Pascal and Salmasius, whom

I may be allowed to quote, without heing
suspected of professional prejudice; as none
of them were clergymen, while they
Wzi‘nnly recommended * to others, that
learning ‘of which they themselves were
the most astonishing gxamples, at the
samre, time dedicating their lives to the
advancement of réligion. It iS delightful »
I say, to hear them acknowlege that their
leal‘ning was cnly valuable as it put it in*
t“;lltiir’power to promote Christianity, and

to
i
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to have somethmg to sacnﬁce for 1ts
sake.” o

Tyrrel. “1 can wﬂhngly allow that a
poet, a dramatic poet especially, may study
the works of the great critics of antiquity
with some prefit; but that a Chrla&'fm
writer of sermons can have gny Just gr ound
for studying a pagan critic, is te me qulte
inconceivable.”

Stanley. “And yet Mzr. Tyrrel, a sermon
is a work which demands regularity of plan,
as well as a pdem. It requires too some-
thing of the same unity, arrangement, di-
visions and lucid order as a tragedy; some-
thmg of the exordium and the peroratlon
which belong to the composition of the
orafor. I do not mean that he is constantly
to exhibit all this, but he should always
understand it. ‘Asnd a discreet clergyman,
especially one who is to preach before au-
ditors of the higher rank, and who, in or-

. der to obtdin respect frem them, W1_shes@t0"
excel in the art of composition, will scarcely
be less attentive to form his JudgL ent, by
some acquamtance with Lon gmus ana Qum— :
tiliah

t

v
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tilian than a dramatic poet. A writer of
verse, it is true, may please to a cerfain de-
gree by the force of mere genius, and a
writer of sermons will instruct by the mere
power o of his piety; but neither the one nor
ﬂm ‘other will ever write well, if they do not
possess the principles of good writing, and
form themselves on the models of good
writers.”

“ertmg, sald Sir John, “to a certmn
degree is an art, or, if you plgase, a trade.
And as no man is allowed to set up in an or-
dinary tiade till he has served a long ap-
prentjceship to its mysteries (the word, I
think, usedin indentures); sono man sheuld
set up for a writer till he knows somewhat .
ofthemysteries of theart he is about toprde-
ti_se. He may, after all, 1f he want talents,
produce a vapid and meﬁiment book; but
possess’what talents he may, he will, with-
out knewlege, produce a crude and indi-
gestéd one ;

Tyrrel. «Still I insist upon it, that na
Chnshanummlster the lustre of lea,rmng is
tlnsel and human wisdom folly. -

Stanley
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- Stanley. “lam entirely of your opinion,
if he rest in his learningas an end instead 1
of using it as a means; if the fame, or the
pleasure, or even the human profit of léarn-
“ing be his ultimate object. Learnan n a
clergyman without religiow is dross, is nq»
thing; not so religion without learmng. I
‘am persuaded that much good is done by
. men who, though deficient in this respect,
are abundant in zeal and piety ; but the
good they do arises from .the exertion
-of their piety, and not from the dcficiency
of their learning. Their labours are be-
neficial from the talent they exel'ciég, angd
not from their want of another talent. The
spirit of God can work and often does work
by feeble instr uments, and divine tmth by

: Aits ownommpotent energy can eﬂ"ect its own
purposes. But particular instances do not
go to prove that the instrument ought not
to be fitted and polished, and sharpened for
its alLotted work. ‘Every student should
be emulously watchful that he do not di-

" minish the stock of professwnal credit by .
¢ his .

o &
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_his idleness; “he should be stimulated  to
individual exertion, by bearing in mind
that the English clergy have always been .
. allowed by foreigners to be the most
leapped, body in the world.”
< Dr. Barloh. “What Mr. Stanley has
5a1d of the value of knowlege does not at
all militate against such fundamental
prime truths as—¢ This is eternal life to
‘know God and Jesus Christ whom he has
sent—1I desire to know nothing, save Jesus
Christ. The natural man cannot knotw the
things of the spirit of God. The world by

swisdam knew not God,’ and a hundred
other such passages.” . gﬂ

T yrrel “Aye, Doctor, now you talb&a.

little more like a Christian minister. But o
from the greater part of wh,at has been as-
serted, you are all of you such advocates
for human reason and human learning, as to

give art air of pag“amsm to your septiments.”

Stanley. « Ttddesnot diminishtbeutility,
“though it abases the pride of learning, that
‘Chr'gstliargity did not come into the world by
~human discovery, or the disquisitions of
reasonx
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reason, butby immediate revel atlon Those,

- whoadoptyourway of thinking, Mr Tyrrel, ,
should bear in mind, that the work df God,
in changing the heart, is not intended to,
supply the place of the human faculties.

" God expects, in his most highly favoured

_ servants, the diligent exercise of their natu- "
ral powers; and if any human being hasa
stronger call for the exercise of wisdom:
and judgment thaw another, it is a religious
clesgyman. (Christianity does not super-
sede the useof natural glfts, but turns them
into their proper channel. s

“One distinction has often struck mes
“Thé enemy of mankind seizes on the soul
through the medium of the passions and
sehses: the divige friend of man addrpsses
him through hxs rational powers —the eyes :
of your understandmo‘ bemcr enhgktened
says the Apostle?”

Here I ventured to observe, «that the
highest«panegyric bestowéd on one of ‘the
brightest luminaries of our church, is, that -
'his name is seldom mentioned withput the

epithet judicious bemg preﬁxed toit. Yet,
_does

e
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(does Hoolker want fervour? Does Hooker

I ‘want zeal ? Does Hooker want courage in
declaring the whole counsel of God?”.
. 8ir Jolm. “Ihope we have now no cler-
gymen to whom we may apply the bm-g
sereasm of Dr. Svuth, on some of the popu-
larbut illiterate preachers of the m““
party in his day, ‘that therewas nﬂ%ﬁﬂbﬁm
fusion of Babel, without thegiftof tongues.” -

Stanfey. “ And yet. that party produced
somegreatscholars, and mamy‘esmmﬂyipﬁ
ous men. Butlook back to that day, a A

especially to the perioda little imgeéimﬁo
it, at those prodigies of erndition, the old
bishops and other divines of our _Church.
They were, perhaps, somewhat too profuse
oftheir learningin theirdiscourses, or rather
they were so brimful, that they tnvsluntarily
overflowed. A juster taste, in our time,
! avoids that lavish display, shich then not
°nly crowded the margm,r but foreed itself
into évery part of sthe body of the work.
The display of ‘erudition be wrong,
. butone thing is clear, ltpﬁtthey hadit;
‘“d:as Dryden said; when he was accused of
havmg
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1gnorant and of two_evils had not an au-
“thor bettet be tedious than superficial 2/
Froman overflowing vessel you may gather
,mor€'indeed than you want, but from an
;ty one you can gather nothmg
yrrel. < Itappears'to me that you wish
to make a. clergyman every thing but a
~ Christian, and to bestow upon him every
requisite except faith.” :
Stanley. < Godforbid that T should make
any comparison between human learning
and Christian principle; the one is indeed
, lighter than the dust of the balance, when .
weighed againstthe other. All I contend for
is, that they are not incomi)atible,- and chat
human knowlege, used only in subservien- %
ey to that of the scriptures, may advarice
the interests of religion. For the better elu-
cidation of those scrlptures, a clergyman
shoul_d know not a little of ancient langua-
ges. Without some insight into remote his-
~ torpand antiquities; especw.lly the ¥ EWlSh
hewill be unable toexplain many of theman-
hers .and‘customs recorded in the sacred
“Ioiume Ignorance in some of these pomts
; ' has,

T
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has drawn many attacks on our religion
from sceptical writers. As to a thorough
knowlege of ecclesiastical history, it would
be superfluous to recommend that,'it being
the history of 'his own immediate profes-
ston. Itis therefore requisite, not only for
the general purposes of instruction, butthat
he may be enabled to guard against modern
innovation, by knowing the origin and pro-
gress of the variots heresies with , which
the Church in all ages has been infested.”
 Tyrrel. “Buthe may be thoroughly ac*
' - quainted with ‘all this and not have one
spark of light.” _ : c
Br. Barlow. “ Hemayindeed, with deep
~oncern I allow it. I will go furiher. The '
pi'id‘e of learning, when not subdued by re-
Yigion, may help to extinguish that spark
~ Reason has been too much decried by 0n€
party and too mach deified by the other
The difference betwean reason and vevela
tion seésns to be thesame as betweenthieeye
and thelight; the oneisthe organ of wision,
the other the source of illuminatirn.” -

Tyrrel. « Take notice, Stanley, that i -
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,ean help ity I'll never attend your aceom-
plished clergymah.” -
Stanley. (Smiling) 1 have not yet
,compleated the circle of his accomplish-
megts » Besides what we call book learn-
g, there is another specxes of knowlege
'm whlch some truly good men are sadly
deficient, I mean an acquaintance with hu-
man nature. The knowlege of the world,
and of-Him who made it: the study of
tke heart of man, and Him "who has the
hearts of all men in his hand, enable a
‘minister to excel in the art of instruction;
wne kind of knowlege reflecting light upon
the other. The knowlege of mankind

then, I may venture to assert, is, next to®
religion, one of the first, requisites of a
preacher; and I cannot help ascribing the
little success which has sometimes attended
the mmlstry of even wort?xy men, to their
want of this grand ingredient. > It will
diminish the use ‘they might maké of the
great doctrines of our. religion, if they are
lgnpl’ilz,t of the various mod;ﬁcatlons of the

1’0;.. L% ! z \3 human




314 ccx;LEBs.
human character to which those doctrines .
are to be addressed. =~ s ¥
. % As no man ever made a true poet with-
out this talent, one may venture to:say,
that few without it have ever made eminent
preachers. Destitute of thi-§, the most ela>
borate addresses will be only random shot,
which, if they hit, it will be more owing
to chance than to skill. "Without this
knowlege, warmed-by Christian affection,
guided by Christian judgement;, and tem-
pered with Christian meekness, a clergy-
“man will not be able in the pulpit toac-
commodate himself to the various wants
of his -hearers: without this . knowlege
Oin_his' private - spiritual visits, * he will
resemble those empirics in medicine who
have but one method of treatment for
all diseases, and who apply in(l)isérimi-
nately the same pill ‘and the same drop
to the various distempers of all ages,
sexes, and constitutions. ~~ This spirit (L)f
accommiodation: does not consist n ifal?l*
fying, or abridging, or 'softening,sdr.fhs'
GRAT : . guising

J
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. guising any truth; but in applying truth in
- every form,comthunicating itin every diree-
tion, and diverting it into every channel.
» Some goed men seem sadly to forget that
px;ecept-—mlun«r @ difference—for they
tact as if all characters were exactly alike.”

Tyrrel. “ You talk as if you would wish
clergymien to depart from the singleness of
truth, and preach two gospels.”

Stanley. “Far from . But though truth
is single, the human charactet is multiplied
almost to infinity, and cannot be addressed

* with advantage if it be not well understood
*I am’ashamed of having said so much on
such a subject in the presence of Dr.Barlow,
who is silent through delicacy. T will onfy’
addpthat a learned young: ctlergyman is not
driven for necessary relaxativn to improper
amusements. His mind wjill be too highly
set, tobe satisfied with those light diversions
which purloin time wvithout aﬂ'ordmg the
l\ecessary renovation tothe body and spirits,
Wwhich is the true and lawful end of all 2
musemont. In all circumstances, learning
> a ¥ P2 confers

>
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confers dignity on his character. It enables

him to raise the tone of g%neral conversa-
tion, and is a safe kind of medium with
persons of 4 higher class who are not reli-
gious: and it will always pu’t 1t uin Ails
power to keep the standard ‘of intercourse’
above the degrading toplcs ‘of dwersxons,
sports and vulgar gossip.” :

Dr. Barlow. « You see, Mr. Tyrrel
that a prudent combatant thinks ohly of
defending himself on that side where he is
assaulted. If Mr. Stanley’s antagonist had

been avehement advocate for clerical learn-

ing as the great essential of his profession,’
he would have been the first to caution him
cagainst the pride and inflation which often
_attend learning, avhen not governed by re- "
ligion. Learrfing not so governed might
injure Christian }amrmhty, and thus pecome
a far more formidable enemy to relwloﬂ
than that which it wamcalled in to oppose
Sir John said, smiling, “I will not apply
to the clergy what Rasselas says to Imlac,

after he had been enu meratmg thé r‘umber'
& less)

)
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less'c'luahtles necessary to the perfection of
the poetic art—r"Thou hast convinced me
that no man.can be a poet;—but if all -
Stanley says be just, I will venture to as-
sert that no common share of industry and
zeal will qualify a young student for that
sacred profession. I have indeed no ex-
perience on the subject, as it relates to the

clerical order, but I conceive in general

that learning is the best human preservative -

-of virtue; that it safely fills up leisure,

and honourably adorns life, even where it
does not form the business of it.”

‘6 Learning too,” said I, “has this strong
recommendation, that it is the offsprtng of
a most valuable virtue, I mean Industry 5,2
quality on which I am ashamed to seé Pa-
gans frequently set a higher value than
we seem to do.”

«1 believe indeed,” 1ep'hedSn J olm, ‘that
the ahcients had a higher idea of *industry
and severe application thanwe have. Tully
calls them the imperatorie virtutes, and
Alexgngler said that slaves might indulge
a - P3 in
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in sloth, but that it was a most myal ffilng ;
to labour.” TR N S

Stanley. “ It has been the error of sensi-
ble men of the world, to erect talents and ,
learning into 1dols, ‘which they woulgl haye
universally and - excluswely’ ‘worshipped. .
This has perhaps driven seme rehglous
men into such a fear of over-cultivating
learning, that they do not cultivate itat all.
Henee the intervals between their religious
em’ployments,aand intervals there must be’
while we areinvested with these frail bodies,
are languid and insipid, wasted in trifling
and sauntering. Nay it is well if this’ dis-
occupation of the intellect do not lead from
sloth to improper indulgences.”

«You are pegfectly right,” said .Sir
John,* our worthy friend Thempson is
a living illustration of your remark He
was at college with us; he brought from
thence ‘a eompetent share of Imowlege,
has a fairunderstanding, and the manners
of a gentleman. For several years past; he

has not only adopted a religious chaxacter;
bst

2
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_ butistruly pious. Asheis much in earnest
he very properlyasslgns a considerable por-
tion of his time to religious reading. ~ But
, as he is of no professxon, the mtermedlate
hours pften hang heavy on his hands.
He continues 4o live in some measure in
" the world without the inconsistency of
entering into its pursuits; but, having
renounced the study of human learning,
and yet accustoming hjmself to mix ocea-
sionally ‘with general society, hie has few
subjects in common with his company,
. butis dull and silent in all rational con-
sversagion, of which religion is not the pro- -
fessed object. He takes so little interest
in any literary or political discussion, how-
ever,useful, that it is evident nothing but
his good preeding preveqts his ‘falling
‘asleep. At the same time, he scruples
not toviolate consistency ih anotherrespect,
for ,hig table is so . elaborately lusurious,
that it} sceme as"if he were willing to add
to the pleasures of sense, what he deducts
from>those of intellect.”
N 24 ¢ I have
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o« haveoften thought said Mr. Stan}ey

“ofsendinghim Dr .\Barrqw s tlﬁ'eesermons ;

on industry inour calling as Christians,in-

dustry as gentlemen, and industry as scho- !

lars; whichsermons, by the way, I intended
‘to have made fny son read at least once 3

year, had he lived, that he mightsee the con- *

sistency, the compatibility, nay the analogy
of the two latter with the former. I wish
the spirit of thes% three discourses was
~ infused into every gentleman, every scho-
lar, and everj; Christian through the land.

For my own part, I should have sedu -

lously laboured to make my son a sounds
schelar; while I should have laboured -
still more sedulously to convince him that
“the value of }earning depends solely oy ths
purposes to w hlch it is devoted. I would
have a Christian’ gentleman able to beat
the world at its own weapons, and conyince
it, that it is not from penury of mind,
or 1nab1}1ty to dlatmormali himself in dther
matters, that he apphes himself to seek

that wisdom which is from abpves that
? he

> 2
<
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, hedoesnot ﬂy to rehglon as a'shelter from
the 1 wnommy of dgnorance, butfrom a deep
convietion of the comparatwe vamty of
, that very learning, which he yet is so as-

siduoug to acquire.” g
» During thigconversation, it was amusing
" to observe the different impressions made -
on the minds of our two eollege guests.
' Young Tyrrel, who, with moderate parts
and slender applicaticr, had been taught
to adopt seme of his uncle’s flogmas as the
eheapest way of being wise, greedilyswal- -
¢ lowed his eulogium of elerical ignorance,
»which the young man seemed to feel as a
vindication of his own neglected studies,
andanencouragement tohis ownmediocrity,
of intellect. 'While the i)nteresti‘ng yoi’mg
baronet, though silent through modesty,
discovered in his intelligent eyes, evident
marks of satisfaction, in Hearing that litera-
ture, for which he yas every day,acquiring
“a higher relish,” warmly recommended as
the best pursuit of a gentleman, by the two
men’iy the world, for whose judgment he
» o & P 5 entertained
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is reading history, or any ordinary book .
aloud to them, I am alwgys pléased that
they should pursue their little employ-
ments. It amuses themselves, and gives
ease and familiarity to the social mrcle
But while I have been reading, as has,
sometimes bappened, a passage of the :
highest sublimity, or most tender interest,
-1 own I feel a little indignant to see the
shuttle plied with ag eagef assiduity, as if
the destinies tbemselves were weaving the
thread. I have known a lady take up the
candlestick to search for her netting-pin, ¢
in the midst of Cato’s soliloquy; or stoop «
to piek up her scissars, while Ha;nlet says

to the ghost, ¢ I'll go. no further.’ . I re:
meiber another who would whisper across
‘the table to borrow silk while Lear has
been raving in the storm, ar l\Iacbeth
starting at the spisit of Banquo and‘make
signs for a thread—paper, while catrdinal
Beaufort ¢ dies, and makes no sign.’ Ny,
ence I remember when I was with much

agitation hurrying through the gazette of
the

P ]
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the battle of Trafalgar, while I pronounced,
almost agf)nizedg the last memorable words
of the immortal Nelson, I heard one lady
whisper to another that she had broke her
ng?dlg. : A

< It would“be difficult to determine,” re-
plied I, ¢ whether this irattention most
betrays wants of sense, of feeling, or of -
good -bfeeding. The habit of attention
shoulgd be carefully formed in carly life,
and then the mere force of ,custom would
teach these 11l bred women ¢ to assume the
virtue if they have it not.” : :

Bhe family at the Grove, was with us
an inexhaustible topic whenever we” met.
I observed to Sir J ohn, “that T had some-
tiges observed in charjtable families, a
display, a, bustle, a kind.of animal rest-
lessneﬁs, a sort of mechanical Jesoin to be
charitably busy. That®though they ful-
filled conscientiougly one part of the apos-
tolic injunction, that of “giving,* yet they
failed in the other clause, that of doing it
¢ with simplicity.” “ Yes,” replied he, 1

visit

a >

»
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visit a charitable lady in the town, who al-
most puts me out of love with benevolence: .
Her own bounties form the entire subject
“of her comversation. As soon as the .
breakfast is removed, the table is -always
regularly covered with plans;’and proposalse
and subseription papers. This display ;
conveniently performs the three-fold office
of publishing her own charities, furnishing
subjects of altercatien, and raising eontri-
butions on #he visitor. Her narratives
really cost me more than my subscription.
She is so full of debate,and detail and op- °
posmon, she makes you read so thany*
papers of her own drawing up, and so
~many answers to the schemes of other
people, and she has so many objections to
~every other persan’s mode of doing good,
and so many arguments to prove that her
own is the best, that she appears Jess like
a benevolEnt lady than a chlcamng attor-
ey 170
« Nothing,” said I,  corrects this bust-

ling bounty so completely, as when Gt 18
mixgd ,

- . <
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nnxed up: with rehglon, I should rather say
- as when it flowsfrom religion. This mo-

. tive, so far from diminishing the energy,
augments it; but it cures the display, and
conpvests the irritation into a principle.. It

stransfers the %etivity from the tongue to
the heart. Ttis the only sort of charity
which ¢blesses twice.”  All charity, in-
deed, blesses the receiver; but the blessing;
promised to the gives, T have sometimes
trembled to think, may besforfeited even
by a generous mind, from ostentation and :
parade ‘in ‘the manner, and want of purity
* in tHe motive.”

“In Stanley’s family,” rephed he, in a
more serious tone, L have met with p
complete refutation - of - that favourite
maxim of the world, thet religion is a
dull thing itself, and makes its professors
gloomy and morose. Charles! I have
often frequented heuses where pleaure was

l

3

the avowed object of idolatry. Buttosee '

the votaries of the ¢ reeling goddess,’ after

§uc6essi{}e nights passed in her temples! to

. o see

2 >
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sce the languor, the listlessness,’ the diseon-
tent—you would rather héve taken then:
for her victims than her worshippers. So
little mental vivacity, so little gaiety of .

- heart! In short, after no careless opserya-
tion, I am compeIled to declate, that Inevere
saw two forms less alike than those: of 3
Pleasure and Happiness.” ‘
. «Your testimony, Sir John,” saxd Tjicin
-of great weight in accase of which you are

- so experlenced ajudge. 'What a different
scene do we now contemplate! Mr. Stan-
ley seems to have diffused his own spirit
throx‘lgh the whole family. 'What rfiakes®
his example of such efficacy is, that he con

|

faders the Christian femper as o conblde-
rable a a part of chuistianity. This' tenaper
seems. to imbue his own soul, pervade his
whole conduct and influence his whole
conversation. T See every day some fresh
occasion to admire hls.c'mdour, his hmm-
hity, his Constant reference, not as a toplc
of discourse, but as a priaciple of conduct,

to the gospel, as the standard by owhich
e actiogs

€
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actions areto be weighed. His conscien-
tious strictness of speech, his serious re-
proof of .calumnies,  his ' charitable con-
struction of every case which has two sides;
‘his gmplicity and godly sincerity;’ his
«rule of referring all events to providential
direction, and his invariable habit of vin-
dicating the Divine goodness under dis-
pensations, apparently the most unfavour-
abledi s o3 o
Here Sir John left me, and I could not
forbear pursuing the subject in soliloquy as
T proceeded in my walk.—I reflected with
¢ admiration that Mr. Stanley,in his religious
conversation rendered himself so useful,
because instead of the uniform nostrum of
the drop and the pill, he applied a differ-
ent class gf arguments as the case required
to objectors to the different parts of chris-
tianity ; toill-informed peréons who adopt -
ed a partial gospel without undgrstanding
it &s a scheme, or imbracing it ac a whole;
—to those whoallow its truth merely on

the same ground of evidence thatestablishes
> : the

e $
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the truth of any other well - authenheated
history; and who, satisfied with ‘this exter- |
nal evidence, not only do not feel its power
on their own heart, but deny that it has any

" such influence on the hearts of others;—
to those who believe the gosptlto be a meres
code of ethics—to their antipodes who as-
sert thatChrist has lowered the requisitions
of the law :—to Lady Belfield who rests on
her charities,—Sir John on his corregtness,

- —Lady Aston on her austerities ;—to this
man who values himself solely on the stout-
ness of his orthodoxy, to another on the *
firmness of his integrity; to a third oft the ¢
peculiarities of his party, —to all these he
addresses himself with a partlcular view to
theut individual errovs.  Thishe does with
such a discriminating applicatign to the.
case, as might lead the ill-informed to sus-
pect that he was nt equally earnest in those
other péints, which not bemg attacked, he
does not cfeel himself called on to defend,
but which, had they been attacked, he

would then have defended with equalzebl as
r . relatige ,

L%
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. relative to the discussion. To crown all, I
i cdntemplafed tha affectionate warmth of
heart, that sympathizing kindness, that
.tenderness of feeling, of which the gay and
th& thcmghtless fancy that they themselves
possess the monopoly, while they make
over harshness, austerity, and want of cha- -
rity, to religious men, as their 1nseparable
characteristics. : e
These qualities excitc in my heart a feel-

ing compounded of veneratiors and of love.
And Oh! how impossible it is, even in re-

* ligion itself, to be disinterested! All these
excelfencies I contemplate with a more

heartfelt delight, from the presumptuous
hope that I may one day have the felicity .

_ of cennecting myself Stlu more intimately

~ with them,« Titan

; s ' CHAP.
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| CHAP. XXII,

SR &

SOME days after, while we were conver—
sing over our tea, we heard the noise of &
carriage ; and Mr. Stanley looking' out
from abow window’in which he and I were
sitting, said it was Lady and Miss Rattle
driving up the avenue. He had just time
‘to add, “ these are our fine 'neighboufs 4
“They always make us avisitas soon &s they
"come down, while all the gloss and lustre
i of London is fresh upon them. We have
always one regplar routine of conversation.
While her Ladyshipis pouringethe fashions.
into Mus. Stanleys ear, Miss Rattle, who:
is about Phaebe’s age, entertains my - daugh-
ters and me with the hxstory of hex owﬂ
talents”and aequirements.” i
Here they entered. ©After afew complr»
‘ments, Lady Rattle seated hersélfebétween
Lady Belfieldand Mus. Stanley at theu ngg

€
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_end of the room ; while the fine; sprightly

. boisterous,g\tirl of fifteen, or sixteen, threw
herself back on the sofa at nearly her full
length, between Mr. Stanley and me, the
Migs Stanleys and Sir John sitting near us
within hearing-of her lively loquacity.

“ Well, Miss Amelia,” said Mr. Stanley,
I dare say you have made good use of
your time this winter ; I suppose you have
ere now completed -the whole circle of the
arts:  Now let me hear what you have
been doing,and tell me yaui' whole atchiev-

. ments, as frankly as youused to do when
‘you were alittle girl.” ¢ Indeed,” replied
she, < I have not been idle, if I must speak
the truth. One has so many things to
Iéar;g,-you know. 1 havegone onwith ‘myu
French and Italian of comrse, and I am
beginning German. Then comes my
dra.win‘g master ; he teachies me to paint
flowers and shells, and to draw ruias and
buitdings, and to take views. He s 2 good
soul, and is finishing a set of pictures, and
half a douen fire screens which I began for

¢ g mamma.
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mamma. He does help me to be sure,but
" indeed I do some of it myself, don'e I ,
 mamma calling out to her mother, who
was too much absorbed in her own narra-
tives to attend to her dﬁu%hter. gt i
“And then,” pursued thetyoung prattleg,
I learn varnishing,and gilding,and japan- :
ning. AndnextwinterIshalllearn model-
ling, and etching, and engraving in mez-
zotino and aquatinta, for Lady Di. Dash
~ learns etching,and mamma says, as I shall
have a better fortune than Lady Di, she
vows I shall learn every thing she does. °
Then I have a dancing master, who téaches*
me the Scotch and Irish steps; and another
Who teaches me attitudes, and I shall soon
ledrn the waltz, and T can stand longeron
one leg already.than Lady Di. Then Ihave
a singing master, and another who teaches
me the harp, ardd another for the‘piano—
forte. « And what little time I can spare
from these principal thmgs, I give by odd
minutes toancient andmodern hntory, and '
geography, and astronomy, and gra,m‘rmg
ap

@
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against it. Gotl
* tion, expects sine

ho expects not perfec-

unmixed goodness is not to be attained in
this imperfect state, yet the earnest desire
after it is the only sure criterion of the sin-

cerity we profess. If the mdn you allude,

to does not watch and pray, and strive
against the passion of anger, which is his
natural infirmity, I should doubt, whether
any of his affectionsavere really renawed ;

and I should fear that his charity was
rather a mere habitual feeling, though a
most amiable one, than a Christian grace.

3 5 = oy e 2 )
He indulges in charity, because itisacon-

' stitutional bias, and costs him nothing.
He indulges in passion, because it isana-
.tural bias also; and to sét about a victory
over it would cesthim a greatdsal. This
should puthim on astrict self exarmna’aon H
when he would probably find that, while
hegives the uncontrouled.reins to any one
wrong inclination, his religion, even when
he does right things,is qaestlonable True

~ religion’is seated in the heart: thut is the
centre from which all the Jlines of rlghf)

0 : prac-

Th oug'h)‘com:piet“e, Vg

J
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practice must diverge. Itis the great duty
and chiefbusinéss of a Christian to labour,
to make all his affections, with all their
motives, tendencies, and operations, sub-
‘sgrvient to the word and willof God. His
| lrregular passions, which are still apt to
start out into disorder, will require vigil-
ance to the end. He must not think all
18 safe,.b'ecause the more tractable ones
are npt rebellious ; hut he may entertain a
cheerful hope, when thosg which were
once rebellious are become tractable.”

I feel the importance of what you say,”
returned Lady Belfield ; « but I feel also
my utter inability to set about it.” - &

% My dear Madam,” said Mr. Stanlex,
« this is the best and most salutary feeling
you can have. That very consciousness
of insufficiency will, I trust, drive you to
the fountain of all strendth and power: it
W1ll quxcken your faith, and aninfate your
Drayer faith, which is the habiwual princi-
ple of confiderce in God, and prayer
which. 1s the exercise of that, principle
foward him who is the object ofit.”

: R 2 A Bt
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“ But Dr. Barlow,” said Lady Belfield,

“ was so discouraging ! he keemed to inti-

mate, as if the conflict ofa Christian with

sin must be as lasting as his life; whereas

T had hoped that v1ctory once obtamed was

obtained for ever.” - it
“The strait gate,” rephed Mr Stanley, 2

¢ is only the entrance of religion; the nar-

row way is a continued course. The Chris-

tian life, my dear lady Belfield, is not a
point but a progress. “It isprecisely inthe
race of Chrlstlamty as in the race of human
glory. Julius Cesar and St. Paul describe
their respective warfares in nearly the syme
terms,— e should count nothing done
while any thing remains undone*, says
the ;Warrior.—No¢ counting myself to
have attained—forgetting the things
which are behind,and pressing forward to
those which are hefore, says the Apostle
And it ig worth remarking, that they both
made the disqualifying observation affer
attainments almost incredible. As there

* Nil actum reputahﬁ?um quid superessef)agendum ;
"LucAN:
A wids
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in my firmest purposes! §o mugh imper-
fection in my best actions! So much want
of simplicity in my purest designs! Such ;
fresh shoots of selfishness where I had *
hoped the plant itself had 'been eradfcatet !
Suc‘l frequent deadness in duty‘ Such cold-* ,
ness in my affections! Such infirmity of
will! Such proneness to earth in my high-
est aspirations after heaven! All these you
see would hardly make, in the cyes of those
~ who want Christian discernment, very gross
sins; yet they prove demonstrably the root
of sin in the heart, and the infectiqn of
nature tainting my best resolves.” :
“The true Christian,” said F, when Mr:
Stanley had done speakmg, « extracts hu-
mility from the ‘very circumstance which
raises prlde in the irreligious. *The sight
~ of any enormity in another makes the
mere anoralist proud that he is exempt
* from 1t,.wh11e the religious man is humb-
led from a view of the smfulness of that
natm'e he partaK)és, a nature whsch admits
of such excesses, and from which' excesses

he knows that he himself 18 preserved) by
diving"
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divine grace alone. T have often observed
that comparison is the aliment of pride in

the worldly man, and of self-abasement in

‘the Christian.”
- Poar Lady Belfield looked comforted on
- finding that her friend Mr. Stanley was not
quite so perfect as she had feared. * Hap-
py are those,” exclaimed she, lookmg at
Lucilla, “ the innocence of whose lives re-
comiaends them to the divine favour.”
« Innoeence,” replied Mr? Stanley, “ can

never be pleaded as a ground of acceptance,

because the thing does not exist.  Inno-
eence excludes the necessity of repentance,
aud where there is no sin, there can be no
need of a Saviour. Whatever therefaze
wt may be in compariscn with others, in-
nocence van afford no plea for our accep-
tance. without annulling the great plan of
our redemption.” ]

« One thing puzzles me,” said Lady Bel-
field. “ The most worthless people I con-
verse with deny the docu:~e of human cor-

_ruption, 2 doctrine the truth of which one
+ suould suppose their own feelings must con-
R 4 z firnd;
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firm; while those few excellent  persons,
who almost seem to have escaped it, insist
the mostperemptorily on its reality. Butif
it be really true, surely the mercies of God
are so great, that he will overlook tke fr=il-
ties of such weak and erring mortals.  So.
gracious a Saviour will not exact such rigo-
rous obedience from creatures so infirm.”
« Let not what I am going to say, my
dear Lady Belfield,”-replied Mr. Stanley,
« offend you; the correctness of your con-
~duct exempts you from any particular ap-
plication, But there are too many Chris-
tians. who while they speak with reve- :
rence of Christ as the Saviour of sinners,
o not enough consider him as a deliverer
from sin. They regard him rather:as
havmg lowered the requisitions .f the law,
and exonerated his followers from the ne-
cessuy of that strictness of life which they
view as a burthensome part of religion.
From this burthen they flatter themselves
it was the chief ~Lject of che Gospel to de-
liver them ; and from this supposed Jeliver

ance it is, that they chleﬂy considerit 202

. P merf 1fu1
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merciful dlspensatlo‘n. A cheap Chris-
“tianity, of which we can acquit ourselves
by a general recognition, and a few stated
observances; which requires no sacrifices
of the will, nor rectification of the life, is,

¢ I assure yO\f, the prevailing system ; the re- -
ligion of that numerous class who like to
save appearances, and to decline realities ;

- who expect every thing hereafter while
theysresolve to givéup nothing here; but
‘who keep heaven in view & a snug rever-
sion after they shall have squeezed out of
this world, to the very last dregs and dxop-
pings, all it has to give.”

Lady Belfield with great modesty reph—
ed, “ Indeed I am ashamed to have sajd 4o
maach upon a topic on which I am unable
and unuged to debate. Sir John only smiles

-and looks resolved not to help me out. Be-
lieve me, however, my dear su‘, that what I
have said proceeds not from preeumptlon,
but from an earnest desire of being set
right. I will only ventuteo offer one more
observation on the" afternoon’s sermon.

e RS Dr.

| Y 2 2
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Dr. Barlow, to my great surprize, spoke
of the death of Christ as exhibiting prac-
‘tical lessons. Now though I have always
considered it in a general way, as the cause ,
of our salvation, yet its preceptive and
moral benefits, I must confess, do not ap- |
pear to me at all obvious.”
«1 conceive,” replied Mr. Stanley,« our -
deliverance from the punishment incurred
_ by sin,to be one greatind and object of the
_ death of our FRedeemer ; but I am very far
from considering this as the only benefit
' attending it. I coneeive it to be most abun-
dantin instruction, and the strongest possi- >
~ ble incentive to practical goodness, and
that in a great variety of ways. The death
of our Redeemer shews us the infinite
value of our soul§, by shewing tae inesti-
¢ mable price paid for them, and thus\‘leads
us tomore diligenée in securing their eter-
nal felicity’. It is calculated to inspire us
with an ur;feigned hatred of sin, and more
especially to copviuce us of God’s hatred
to that, for the pardon of which such a

sacrifice was deemed necessary. Now f .
‘ it

»
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it actually produces such an effect, it con-
sequently stimulates us to repentance, and
to an increasing dread of violating those
engagements which we have so often made,
tp legd a better’life. Then the contemp-
lation of this stupendous circumstance will
tend to fill our hearts with such a sense
of gratifude and obedience, as will be likely
to preserve us from relapsing into fresh
offences, Again—=can any motive operate
so powerfully on us towardsproducing uni-
versal charity and forgiveness? Whatever
promotes our love to God will dispose us to
an increased love for our fellow creatures.
We cannot converse with any man, we
cannot receive a kindness from any mep,
may, we cannot receive an injury from any
man, forswhom the Regléemer has not died.
The remembrance of the sufferings ‘which
procured pardon for the greatest offences,
hasa natural tendency to lead uSto forgive
smal] ones.”

Lady Belfield said, ® I had not indeed

magmd there were any practica uses inan

2 . 6 event
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event to which I had been, however, accus-
tomed to look with reverence as an atone-
ment for sin.”

« Of these practlcal etfects,” rephed Mr. »
Stanley, « I will only farther observe, that
all human considerations put together can-» |
not so powerfully inspire us with an indiffe-
rence to the vanities of life, and the allure-
ments of unhallowed pleasures. No human
motive can be so efficacious in sust@ining
the heart under trials, and reconciling it to
afflictions. For what trials and afflictions do
not sink into. nothlng 111 compallson with
the sufferings attending that august event, ;
from whlch we derive th]s support? "The
contemplation of this sacrifice also de-
grades wealth, debases power, annihiletes
ambition.  We Yise from this cantempla-
tion with a mind prepared to bear, with
the mﬁrmltxes, to relieve the wants, to
forgive “the unkindnesses+ of men. - We
extract frqm it a more humbling sense
of ourselves, a miore sibdued spirit, @
more sober contempt of whatever “the

world calls great, than all the lectures of »
. v ‘anc}bnt
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CHAP. XXV.

.

g 9

T .
W HILE we were at breakfast next morna

ing a sweet little gay girl flew into the room
almost breathless with joy; and rynning to-
* her mother, presented her with a beautiful
nosegay. - 3

- «0, I see you were the industrious girl
last week, Kate,” said Mrs. Stanley, em-
bracing her, and admiring the flowers.

Lady Belfield looked inquisitively. “Ttis’
" an invention of Lucilla’s,” said the mother,

¢ that the little one who performs best m
thetscbool—room, instead of having any
reward which may, excite vanityor sensu—
ality, shall be taught to gratify a bettex
feeling, by bemg allowed to present her
mother with a nosegay of the finest ﬁowerS,
which it s reward enough to see worn at

dinner, to whichsshe is 'always admltted =

when there is no company.” "2

« Qh ,
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“ Oh pray do not consider us as com-
pany; pray let Kate dine with us to day,”
said Lady Belfield; Mrs. Stanley bowedher-

, assent and went on. “ But this is not all.
The flpwers they’ present, they also raise.
I went rathe too far, when I said tha® no-

i vanity was excited; they are vain enough
of their carnations, and each is eager to:
produce the largest. In this competition,
howegyer, the vanity 4s not pérsonal. Lu-
cilla has some skill in raising,flowers, each
girl has a subordinate post under her.
» 'Their father often treats them with half 2
*day’s work, and then they all treat me with
tea and cakes in the honey-suckle arbour

- of their own planting, which is called Lu;-
cillp’s bower. It would, be hard to’say

- whether parents or children most enjoy
these happy holidays.”

- At émner Mis. Stanley appeared with
her nosegay in,a Jarge: knot of ribbons,
which was eyed with no small corfiplacency
by little Kabe 1 observez&that Lucilla, who

used’ tOsmamfest much pleasln'e in the con-
versation

3
2
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versation after dinner, was beckoned out of
the room by Phaebe, as sdon as‘it was over.
I felt uneasy at an absence, to which I had
not been accustomed; but the cause was,
explained, when at six &iclock, Kae, gvho
wis the queen of the day, was sent toin:
vite us to drink tea in Lucilla’s bower; we.
instantly obeyed the summons.

“Iknew nothing of this,"said the delight-
ed mother, while wawere all admiring the
elegantarrangements of this little fete. The
purple clematis twisting its flexile branches
with those of the pale woodbine, formed a °
sweet and fragrant canepy to the arched’
bow er, while the flowery tendrils hung
down onall sides. Large bunches of roses,
‘ntérmixed with silver stars of the jgssa-
mine, were stuck mto the moss on the inside
as a temporary ‘decoration only. The
finest plants had® been brought from the
Greenthquse for the occasion, It was‘a
delicioustevening, and the hittle fairy festi-
vity, together with the flitting about of the
airy spitjts which had prepared it, awas ab-
solutgly

2
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solutely “enchanting.  Sir John, always
poethal exclaimed in rapture,

¢¢ Hesperian fables true,

s If true, here only.”

I needed not " this quotation to bring the
sgarden of Eden to my mind, for Lu@ﬂla
+ presided. Pheebe was all alive. The other
little oneshad decorated Kate’s flaxen hair
with a wreath of woodbines. They sung
two ow three baby sténzas, which they had
composed among themselves,inwhich Kate
was complirhented as queen of the fete.
The  youngest daughter of Lady Aston,
Who was about Kate’s age, and two little
girls of Dr. Barlow’s were of the chllarens
party on the green. - The elder snsters of
both families made part,of the company

within. « £
When we were all seatbd in our en-
chantmo bower, and drmkmcr our tea, at
whlch we had no other attendants than the
httle Hebes themselves, I asked Kate how
it happened thht she qeemed to be dis-

tmomshed on this occasion fx omvher little

" = sisters.

3 '
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sisters. “Oh, Sir,” said she ¢ it is because
it is'my birth-day. I ath eight years old «
- to-day. 1Igave upall my gilt books, with
pictures, this day twelve-menth, and to-day,
I give up all my little story books, and I
asi now going to read sucttbooks as mex
and women read.” ) ;
- She then ran to her companjons, who
ranged themselves round a turf seat at @
little distance befox us, to which was
transferred a; profusion of cakes and fruit
“from the bower.  While they were devour-
ing them, I turned to Mr. Stanley and *
desired an explanation of Kate’s specch.
“‘ make,” said he, “the renouncing
' thelr baby books a kind of epocha, and by
thas distinctly marking the period, they
never think of veturning back, to them.
We have in our domestic plan, several of
these artificial diVisions of life. These lit-
tle celtbrations are &ras, that we use as
marking posts, from which we set out on
some new cougse.’.% B Rt
3 3 » ¢ But
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«But as to Kate’s books,” said Lady
Belfield > ¢ We ’have,” replied Mr. Stan-
ley, “too many elementary books. They

.are read too much and too long. The
youthfal mind, 4¥hich was formerly sick
from inanition, is now in danger fromy 2
¢ plethora.

« Much however will depend on capa-
city and disposition. A child of slower
parts may be indulgsd till nine years old
with books which a lively gepius will look
down upon at seven. A girl of talents
wzll read To her no excitement is want-
ing. ’ The natural appetite is a sufficient
incentive. The less brilliant child requires -
the allurement of lighter books. She wants
eneouragement] as much,, as the other re-
quires ressraint.

“ But don’t you thmk, said Lady Bel-
field, « “that they are of g@t use in attract-
ing children to.love reading ? “.Dbubtless
they are,” said Mr. Stanley. “TPhe misfor-
tune is, that the)stlmuhnts used to attract

at ﬁrst must be not only continued but
- i heightened
3 2 >
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heightened, to keep up the attraction.
These books are novels in mmlatu‘e, and ©
the excess of them will lead to the want of
novels at full length. The early use of
savoury dishes is not usﬁ%ﬂ]y followed b¥ an -
appetite for plain food. To the taste this.
pampered, history becomes drxg grammar’
laborious, and religion dull.
“ My wife who was left to traﬂ through
- the wide expanse of ¥niversal Histdry, and
the dreary desarts of Rapin and Mezerai, is -
‘I will venture to assert, more competently
skilled in ancient French and Englisl\i his- :
tory, than any of the girls who have been
fed, or rather starved on extracts and
abrldgements I mean not to recommend
the two last nanged authors for very ydung
people. They ‘are dry and tedlious, and
children in our days have opportunities of
acqmrmg the same knowlege with less -
labour?” ‘We have brighter, I wish I copld
say safer‘lights. Still fact, and not wit, is
the leading oblecbof history. - 5
s Mrsa Stanley says, that the ve’ry ‘tedi-

ousndss?
?
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ousness of her historians had a good ef-
fect; they yyere a ballast to her levity, a
'disciplihe to her mind, of which she has
felt the benefit in her subquuent life. :
* « But to return p the mass of children’s
books. °The too great profusion of then
Vi)rotracts the 1mbac1htyof childhood. They
arrest the mderstanding instead of advanc-
ing it. %‘ ‘v give forwardness without
strength. They hmder the mind from mak-
ing vigorous shoots, teach it to stoop when
it should soar,and to contractwhenit should
expand. Yet I allow that many of them are
deli gh#fullyamusing,and to a certaindegree
instructive. - But they must not be used as
the basis of instruction, and but sparingly
used at all as refreshment from labour.”,
~ “They inculcate moraht‘y and 0‘ood ac-
tions surely]” said Lady Belfeld. « It is
true,” replied Mr. Stanley, % but they often
inculcate them on a worldly princigle), and
rather teach the pride of virtue, a)nd the
profit of virtue, than point out the motiveof

vxrtue and the prmcxple of s'n. They re-
Probate

) »



382 CELEBS.

probate bad actions as evil and injurious to
others, ‘but not as san offencetagainst the
Almighty.—Whereas the Bible" comes
with a plain, straight-forward, simple, but
powerful principle—Eow shall I do, this
gieat wickedness and sin agamst doD ¢

¢ Against Tuseg, THEE only have I smnedb
and done this evil in THY sight.” ;

“ Even children should be taught that
when a man has cgmmitted the ‘greatest
possible crime against his fellow-creature,
* still the offence against God is. what will
strike a true penitent wn:h the most deep,
remorse. All morahty which is not'draws
from this seriptural source is weak, defec-
tlve and hollow. These entertaining au-
thors seldom ground their stories on, any
intimation that human nature is corrupt;
that the young reader is hel pless and wants
assistance ; thadt he is guilty and wants
parddn.’ k

“Surely, my dear Mr. Stanley,” said
Lady Belfield, “thougk I do not object t
the truth and reasonableness of‘auy+ thing '
you have said, I cannot think that ghese

.
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things can p0551bly be made intelligible to
schildren.” *

“The framers of our catechism, Madam,
thought otherwise,” replied Mr. Stanley.
“The catechism was written for children,
and contains al? the seeds and pnncmles (ff
ohrxstlamty for men. Ttevidently requires

much explanation, much developement ;
still it furnishes a wide and important field
for eollequial instructin, without which
young persons can by no means under-
stand a composition so admirable, but s6°
“condensed. Thecatechism speaks expressly
of < a death unto sin'—of ¢ a new birth unto
righteousness'—of ¢ being born i in i’ —of
being “the children of wrath’—of becoming ,
¢ thewchildren of grace’—of ¢ forsaking: sin
by repentance’—of ¢ belieyihg the promises
of God by faith.’ Now whlle childrenare |
studymg these great traths in the cate-
chlsm, they are probably, at the sathe fime,
almost constantly reading some of those
entertaining stories which are grounded
20d built on a quite opp031te peinciple,

e and
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and do not even imply the existence of
~any such fundamental truths.”e

« Surely,” interrupted Lady Belﬁeld
« you would not have these seriovs doc;
trines brought forward & story books”

% By no means, Madam,” rephed M[

Stanley; “but I will venture to assert that
even story books should not be founded on
a principle direetly contr adzctor yto them,
nay totally subversixg of them. The Ara-
bian Nightg, and other oriental books af
.fable, though loose and faulty in many
respects, yet have always a reference to .
the rehglon of the country. Nothing'is n®
troduced against the law of Mahomet; no-
-thing subversive of the opinions of a Mus-
‘subman. I do not quarrel with books for
having 10 rehgxon, but for haying a jalse
religion. A book which in nothmcv opposes
the principle of¥ the Bible I would be far
from ealjing a bad book, though the Blble
was never named in it.”

Lady Belfield gbserved, That she was

sorry to say Her Chllul‘en found® religious
studles
«
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studies very dry and tiresome ; though she
took great pains, and made them learn
by heart 2 multitude of questions and
_answers, a variety of catechisms and ex-
plapatmns, and the best abridgments of
the Bible” : >

, “ My dear Lady Belfield,” replied Mr.
Stanley, ¢ you have fully accounted for
the dryf;essand dulness of which you
complpin. Give thepa the Bible itself. 1
never yet knew a child who did not delight
in the Bible histories, and who would
not desire to hear them again and again.
"Fromt the histories, Mrs. Stanley and I
proceed with them to the parables;’ and
from them to the miracles, and a few of
the, most stiiking prophecies. When
they have, acquired a good deal of this
desultory knowlege, we begm to weave
the parta into a whole. > The little girl -
who had the honcur of dmmmthh you
to—day, has begun this morning to read
the scriptures with her aother systemati-
cally: MWe shall soon open to her some-
» ®OL. I S thing

)p' > 3
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thing of the scheme of Christianity, and
explain how those miracles andﬂprophemes i
confirm the truth of that religion in which
she is to be more fully instructed. .

«“ Upon their historice knowlege, which
thgy acquire by picking out the most in-
teresting stories, we endeavour to ground,’

@

principles to enlighten their minds, and
precepts to influence their conduct. With
the genuine language of scripture I have
taken particular care they shall be well_
acquainted, by digging for the ore-in its
native bed. While they have been stu- ¢
: dymcr the stories, their minds have at the’
" same time been imbued with the impres-
§1ve phraseology of scripture. I make 2
 great point of this, having often seengthis
useful impression, effectually prev -ented by
a multitude of subsidiary hxstones, and
explanatlons, which too much supersede
the use of the original text.

« Qnly observe,” continued he, “ what
divine sentipents, wimt holy _precepts,

what devout eJaculatlons, what ‘srokes of
selfs

Py
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L}



CELEBS. 387
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éelf-abasement; what flights of gratitude,

i what ,tra11§p01'ts of praise, what touches
of penitential sorrow,: are found comprised
4n sote one short sentence woven into
alngost every part’ of the historical scrip-

| tures! Observe tlms, and then confess what

‘a pity it is that children should be com-
monly sef; to read the history in a meagre
abridgment, stripped of those gems with
whichothe original s so richly inlaid !
These histories and expositions become
very useful afterwards to young people®
}Nho are thoroughly conversant with the
Bible itself.” ' ' ;

‘Sii‘.‘onhn observed, that he had been
étruéﬁ?&:vith the remarkable dz'sinterest’ed-J
ness* of Mr. Stanley’s odaughters, and
‘their indifference to things about which
most children were so eager. « Selfish-
ness,” said Mr. Stanley, “ is the hyc’ira we
are perpetually combating ; but t‘)he mon-
ster has so much vitality, that new heads
Spring up as fast ds theld pnes are cut

off. T4 counteract selfishness, #hat in-
5 5 s 2 ~ born,
5 : 3 3
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born, inbred mischief, I hold to be the
great art of education. Edueation, there-
fore, cannot be adequately carried (;u, ex-
cept by those who are deeply convinced,
of the doetrine of humarkcorruptioy. This
evil'principle, as it shews itself early, n;usé
be" early lopped, or the rapid shoots it
makes, will,as your favourite Eve observes,

¢Soon mock ourtscant manuring.”
12

« This counteraction,” continued Mr.
qtanley, “ is not like an art or a scierice,
which is to be taken up at set timeg, and,
. laid caside till the allotted period of in-
struction returns; but as the evil shews
ctself at all times, and in all shapes, the
whole force of “nstruction is to be ‘bent
against it. Mirse Stanley and ¥ endeavour
that not one regard we bestow, not one
gratlﬁgatlon we afford, shall be calculated
to prom,ote it.  Grdtifications children
ought to have. The appetites and ineli-

nations showd De reasonably vindulged-
[ 9 We
@ 9
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We only are cautious mot to employ
. them as vhe instruments of recompence,
whlch would look as if we valued them
“highly, and thought them a fit remunera-
tien for merit.” I would rather shewa
little indulgence to sensuality as senstili-
s ty, than make it the reward of goodness,
which sgems to be the common way.
While I indulged the appetite of a child,
I would never hold out that indulgence
which I granted to the lowest, the animal
part of his nature, as a payment for tlte
‘ exertmn of his mental or moral facul-
t1es"’
% You have one great advantage:” said
Sir John, “and I thank God 1t 1s the
samae in Cavendish-Square, that you and
Mrs. Stamley draw evenly together. No-
thing - impedes domestlc regulations so
effectyally aswhere parents, from dlﬁ'erence
of sentiment, ill-humour, or bad Judgment
obstruct each other’s plans, or ‘where one:
parent makes the otheﬁns:gmﬁcant in the
_ eyes of thew Chlldl en.” @
¢ . s 3 « Mr..
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gaiss Mr Reynolds,”’ rephed Mz, Stanley,
“a friend of mine in this nelgl?bourhood
1s in this very predicament. To the mo-
ther’'s weakness the father's temperate,
discipline seems crueltfs  She js per-
pebdally blaming him before the children
for setting them to their books. Herat-,
tentions are divided between their health,
which is perfect, and their pleasure, which
is obstructed by her feolish zeal to promote
it, far more shan by his prudent restric-
tions. Whatever the father helps them.
to at table, the mother takes from them
lest 1t should make them'sick. What he*
* forbids is always the very thing which is
good for them. She is much more afraid
however of oveg-loading their . memogies
than their stomdchs. Reading, she says,
will spoil the girl's eyes, stooping to write
will ruin their chests and workm‘g will
make t‘ilékn round shouldered. If the
boys run, they will have fevers; if they
jump, they wjll #prain *their ancles, lf

they play<at cncket a blow may klllﬂthem 3
lfl)

)
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it théy swim, they will be drowned, the :

- shallowness of the stream is no argument
of safety.
. “Poor Reynolds’ life is one contmued
stragole between~his sense of duty to his
¢hildren, and*his complaisance to his wife.

If he carries his point, it is at the ‘ex-
pence of, his peace; -if he relaxes, as he
commonly does, his children are the vie-
tims.  He is at length brought to submit
his excellent judgment to hex feeble mind,
lest his opposition should hurt her healtl;
and he has the mortification of seeing his

‘ children trained as if they had no»hmg

but bodies.

. «To the wretched education of Vh‘s.
Reynolds herself all this smischief may be
attributed,; for she is not a bad though

‘an Lgnorant woman;
harshly treated by her own parents, she

and having been |

fell into the vulgar error of vulgar “minds, |,

that of supposing the opposite of wrong
must necebbarlly >be right. . As she found:
" that? bemg perpetually contradicted had
c @ s4 ~ = qaage
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made herself miserable, she eoncluded
that never being contradicted at all would .
make her children happy. The event has
-answered as might have been foreseen. .
Never was a more discobtented, disagree-
ing," troublesome family. 'The gratificas
tion of one want instantly creates a new o

ne.  And it is only when they are quite
worn out with having done nothing, that
they take refuge in ¢heir books as less
wearisome than idleness.”

«Sir John, turning to Lady Belﬁeld
said in a very tender tone, “My dear 8
Caroline, this stery, in its prmmpa] fea~
“ture, does mot apply to us. We concur
compleatly, it is true, but I fear we con-
cur by being both wrong; we both erreby
excessive indulgence. As to the case in:
point, while children are young, they
may- perhaps lean to the parent who spoils.
them, buti have never yet seen an instance
of young persons, where the parents dif-
fered, who du}‘ noteafterwards digcover a
much stmnger affection for the oné, who -

had .
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Had reasonably restrained them, than:
for the other, whose blind indulgence

* had ac onee dummshed her 1mportancee
and their own reverence.”

I observed to M. Stanley, that as: he
ha(\ so noble 2 hbmry, and wished to m—
splre his Chlldl"n with the love of hteraa
turej I was sur pnzed to see their apax_'t~
ment soslenderly provided with books. ;

“This is the age of excess in every
 thing,” replied he; ‘fnothing is a gratifica-
tion of which the want has not been pre,

~ viously felt.. The wishes of children are
“all s, anticipated, that they never expe-
rience the pleasure excited by: wanting and -
waiting.  Of their initiatory. books they
must *have a pretty copious supply.
But as to books of entertainment or in-
struction of a higher kind, I never allow
them to possess one of Jtheir own; till
they have attentively read and improved .
byit; this gives them a kind of litle to it;
and that desire of property so natural te
_human creatures, I think stunulates them-
S8 n
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in dispatching books which are in them-
selves a little dry. Expectation with them
as with men quickens desire, while pos-
session deadens 1t.” ;
. By this time the childven had exhaust-
ed all the refreshments set before tham,
and had retreated to a little farther dis-
tance, where, without disturbing us,
they freely enjoyed their innocent gam-
bols—playing, singing, laughing, danc-
ing, reciting verses, trying -which- could
puzzle the other in the names of plants,
of which they pulled single leaves to en-
crease the difficulty, all succeeded each
othe.. Lady Belfield looking consciously
“at me, said <“these are the creatures
~ whem I foolishly suspected of being made
miserable by restraint,and gloomy through
want of indulgence.” ;
¢ After long (xperiexuce;” said Mr. Stan-
ley, “d will venture to pronounce, thaf_
not all the anxious cutting out of pleasare;
not all the costly indulgences which wealth

can procuresnot all the contrivances of
inventive
A4
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mventive man for his darling youthful
offspring, gan find out an amusement so
pure;’so natural, so cheap, so rational, so-
healthful, I had almost said so religious, as
that unboucht pleasure .connected with &
ga‘i den.”

Kate and Celia, who' h'ld for some Hme
been peepmtr into the bower, in order to
catch an’ interval in the conversation, as
soon as they found ogr attention disengaged
stole 'in among us, each took the fond
father by a hand, and led to the tusf
seat. Pheebe presented him a book whiclx

» he o'peﬁed, and out of 1t read with infinite
humour, grace and gaiety, THE DIVERT- >
in¢ Hisrory or Jonun Grueix. This it
seems was a pleasure to which they had
been led to look forward f"m some time, but -
whieh, 1 in honour of Khate, had been pur-
posely> withheld till this semorable day.

His'little auditors, who grouped them-
setves around him on the grass, were near-
ly convulsed with laugter, nor were the
tena}nts %f the bower muchess dehghted

s:6: As
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As we walked into the house, Mr. Stan- :
ley said, “whenever I read to my children.
a light and gay composition, which T often
do, I generally take care it shall be the:
work of some valuable author, to whose:
ertmgs this shall be a pleasant and° 2
temptmg prelude. What child of spmt
who hears John Gilpin will not long to be
thought old and wise enough to read the
«Task?” The remembrance of the infant
rapture will give a predJllectxon for the poet. .
Desiring to keep their standard high, I ac--
custom them tonone but good writers, in.
every sense of the word; by this n.eans >

< they will be less likely to:stoop to ordinary
ones when they shall heresfter come to
cnusa for themselves.”

Lady Belfield regretted to me that she
had not brought seme of her children to
the Grove: “To confess a disgraceful
truth,” vaid she, « I was afraid they#would
have beencmoped to death; and to confess
another truth still more disgraceful tomy

- own authority, my mdulgence has been 0.,
2 mJu-
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m_]udlclous, and I have maintained so-
little control, ‘that T durst not bring some
of them, for fear of putting - the rest out:
of humour; I am now in a school, where
I trust I may learn to, acquire firmness;,
3. 1B o 5 »-
without any diminution.of fondness.”
3
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CHAP. XXVI.

T HE next morning Mr. S?anlgy proﬁéseé »
that we should pay a visit to some of his
neighbours. He and Sir John Belfield rode
on horseback, and I had the honour of
attending the ladies in the sociable. Lady
Belfield, who was now Become desirous of
‘improving on her own too relaxed domes-
tictsystem, by the experience of Mrs. Stan-
ley, told her how much she admired ¢he
cheerful obedience of her children. She
said, “she did not so much wonder to see
" them so good, but she owned she was sut-
prised to see them‘sO happy.”
“I know not,” teplied Mrs. Stanley,
¢ whether the increased insubordinatien of
<children js owing to the new school of phi-
“losophy andopohtlcs, but it seems to me td
make part of the system. When I go some-
times to st ay wich a friend in town todo bu-

smess %
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siness, she is always making apologies that
she cannot go out with me—¢her daughters
waat the coach.'—If I ask leave to see the
friends who call on me in such a room,—
‘her daughters have company there, or tﬁey
iwan® the room for their musie, or it is pre-
paring for the children’s ball in the®ven-
ing.’—If a messenger is required,—¢ her
daughters want the footmen.” There cer-
tainly prevails a spirit of independence, are-
voldtionary spirit; a separation from the pa- -
rent state. IT 1S THE CHILDREN’S WORLD.”

«You remind me, Madam,” said I,  of
an old courtier, who being asked by Louis
XV. which age he pxeferl ed, his own or the
present, replied, ¢ Sire, I passed my youth
in respecting old age, and I find I mpstmow”
pass my old age in respt!ctlng children.’ ”

¢ In%ome other houses,” said Mrs. Stan-
ley,,“where we visit, hesides that of pooz
Mr.Reynolds, the children seem to have all
the accommodations; and I l;lave observed
that the convenience and comfort of the -

fathen is but & subordinete consideration.
s ) > ,rhe
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The respectful terms of address are nearly
banished from the voeabul@ry'off children,.
and the somewhat too orderly manaer-
which once prevailed, is superseded by an:
mcivility, a roughness, avvant of attention,
whichis surely not better than the hﬁrm» :
less foymality which: it has driven out.”
Justas she:had said this, we stopt at Mr.-
Reynolds’ gate; neither he nor' his lady
was at home. Mr. Stanley, who wished to-
shew us a fine reach of the river from *the-

‘drawing-room window, desired the servant
to shew us into it. There we beheld a curi-

- ous illustration of what we-had heard. ¥n
the ample bow-window lay a confused heap-
of the glittering spoils of thie most expen-

“sivestoys.  Before the rich silk chairs knelt
two of the childrefi in the act of rapidly
demolishing their fine painted play—‘thmgs :
“others apart sat onthe floor retired,”and
more deh;bevately employed in picking to:
‘preces. their Jlttle gaudy works of.art: A
pretty girl who liad a beautlful wax dollon -
her lap, almost wblg as herself, was pu]lmg;

out_% :
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out its eyés, that she might see how they

. were,put fn. Another, weary of this costly

baby, was making a little doll of rags. A

» turblilent-looking boy was tearing out the

. parchment fronf a handsome new drum,

, ‘that he might see, as he told us, W,here

> the noise came from. These 1 forgave,
they hads meaning in their mischief.

Another having kicked about 2 whole
little wilt library, wi sitting, with the deco-:
rated pages torn asunder at his feet, reading
a littledirty penny book,which the kitchen-

* maig had bought of a hawker at the door.
The Persian carpet was strewed with the
broken limbs of a painted horse, almost as
large asa poney, while the discontented lig=
tle master was riding astride on @ long
rough stick. A bigges boy, after having -
brokep the pannels of a fine gilt coach, we:
saw afterwards in the c_ourt—yard»,onailing_,
together a few dirty bits of ragged elm
boards, to malke himself a wheel-barrow.

« Notonly the'disciple ofi, the fastidious:

* Jeall Jacques,” exclaimed I, % lugthe sound
: | votary:

>
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votary of truth and reason, musttrlumphat
such an instance of the satiety of riches, and
the weariness of - ;gnorance and idleness.
One such practical instance of the insuffi- *
ciency of aﬂ‘luvezncel to bestdw the pledsurds
which industry must buy;—ode such actu-*
al exemplification of the folly of supposing *
that injudicious profusion and mistaken
fondness can supply that pleasure which
‘must be worked out before it can be enjoy-
ed, is worth a whole folio of argument or
exhortation.”—The ill-bred little flock paid
no attention to us, and only returned a gade
sn—o0 or ‘ye—s’to our questions.”

“Caroline,” said Sir John, < these paint-
‘ed,ruins afford a good lesson for us.” We
must desire our rich uncles and our gere-
rous god-mothers te make an alteration in
their presents, if they cannot be preyalled
upon to ‘wlthhold them.” o

“ It is a §nd mistake,”*said Mr. Stanley,
“to suppose that youth wants to be so in-
cessantly,amusgl They want not pleasures

to be chalked out for them. Lay ‘a Yew
¢ ¥ L3 Che?-}’
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cheap andcoarse materialsin their way; and
let their 6wn busy inyventions be suffered to
work. They have abundant pleasure in the
* mere freshness and novelty of life, its un-
‘bgoken health, 4ts elastic spirit, its versa-
"tile temper, %and its ever-new resources.s
' “So it appears, Stanley,” said Sir J'ohn,
“ when d look at your little groupe of girls,
recluses as they are called. How many
cheay, yet lively pteasures do they seem to
enjoy !—their successive occupations, their
books, their ammatmg exercise, their cha-
ritable rounds, their ardent friendships, the
social table at which the elder ones are
companions, not mutes; the ever—varymg
pleasures of their garden, g
? Increasing virtue and approving heaven.
While’we were sitting with Lady Aston,
on whom we next called, Mr. Stanley sud-
denly , exclaimed, “ The Miss Flams are
ceming up the’grdvel walk!” Lady Aston
looked vexed, but correcting herself said,
Mr. St(.nley, wé owe this wisit to,you, or
rather” to your friend,” bowidg to me;.
W they :
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* they saw your carriage stop here, ot they
would not have done so dull a thing as to
have called on me.”

These new guests presented a new scene, »
very uncongenial to the titaid and trenggil
spiaiﬁt of the amiable hostess. There seem=*
ed to be 2 contest between the sisters, who *
should be most eloquent, most loudsor most.
inquisitive. They eagerly attacked me all
at once, as supposing e to be overflewing
with intelligence from the metropolis, a
place which they not only believed to con-
tain exclusively all that was werth seging,
butall that was worth hearing. The rest of
the Woﬂd they considered as a barren wil=
dgrness, of* which the hungry inhabitants
could only be kept from starving, by such.
meagre aliment a$ ghe occasional eeports of
its pleasures, fashions, and anecdotes, ywhich
might now and then be conveyed by some
stray trave"ﬂer, might furnish. .

« It is so strange to us,” said Miss Bell,.
“and so‘,monstrouﬁPy dull*and vulgat, to be

.in the country at this time of the ye‘.&r,'that

we don’t know what to do with ourselve?.
@ e cs AS~
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 Asto the time of year, Madam,” said I,
«if ever cne would wish to be in the coun-
try at all, surely this month is the point of
perfection. The only immoral thing with
vslhxcq I could cver charge our excellent
Soman 15, that he was born in Jyne,
and bas ithus fuinished his fashionable’sub-
Jects with a loyal pretence for encountering
% the sin and sea-coal of London,’ to bor-
row Will Honeycorb's phrase, in the finest
month of the twelve. But where that is the
real motive with one, it is the pretence-of
a thousand.”

“ How ean you be so shockmg » said she,
% but papa is really grown so cross ‘and s0
fﬁtingy, as to prevent our going. to tow'noat =
all these last two or three years; andfor so
mean a reason that I am ashamed to tell
you.” Out of poli_t_enés,s I did not press to |
know; I needed not, for she was resolved
1 should not ¢ bust in ignoranee.” -

* She went on—¢ Do you kitow he pre-
tends that timepare hard, and pubhc diffi-

eulties increasing; and he dgclares, that
whate
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whatever privations we endure, governm-
ment must be supported: so that he says, it
is right fo draw in,in the only way in which
‘he can do it honestly; I am sure it isenot ,
doing it creditably: Did yeu ever hegr any
thing so shabby?” ¢ Shabby, Madam,” re-
plied I; « I honour a gentleman who has »
integrity enough to do a right thipg, and
good sense enough not to be ashamed to

own it.” ® e
“Yes, but papa need not. The steward
detlares, if he would only raise his tenants.a
very little,hewould have morethan enough .
but papa is inflexible. He says my brother :
Tnust do as he pleases when he comes to the
estate, but that he himself promised when
he came into possgssion, that he would ne-
ver raise the rents; and that he wgll never
be worse than his word.” AslT could not
find in my heart {o join in abusing a a gen-
tleman for tesolving never te be worse than
his word, I was silent. :
She then enq‘;uu ed®with faore serlgusness
if there wexz any prospect of peace. o] twas

better p’eased with this questiqp, as it Im® »
<’ (3 2 Phed
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plied moreanxiety forthe lives of herfellow-
creatures, than I had given her credit for.
« ] ‘am anxiously looking' into 2ll the pa-
pers.” continued she, without giving me
time to speak, < hecause as soon as there is
pe;ace,‘papa ~has promised we shall go,to
. town again. Ifit was not for that I shéuld
not care if there was war till doomsday,
for what with marching regiments, and
militia, and volunteers, nothing can be
pleasanter than it makes the country, I
mean as far as the cdﬁntry can be pleasant.”
They then ran over the names and respec-
¢ tive merits of every opera.singer, every
dancer, and every actor, with incredible
volubility ; and I believe they were not a-
little shocked at my slender acquaintancé
with the nomenclature, and the little in~
terest I took in the criticisms they built
upon it. : ' s }
Poor Lady Aston looked opprassed and
fatigued, but inwardly rejoiced, as she
afterwards owned, to me, that her ‘dapgh-
wters were not within hearing. I'was of
a ditferent opinion, upon the Spartan prin-
e 1 ; slicipla &
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<ciple, of making their children sober, by
the spectacle of the intoxicated Helots,
Miss Bell's eloguence seemed to maKe but
little impression on Sir George; or rather,
it produced an effect dlr»ctly contgary. to
admiration. His good taste seemed to'res
volt at her flippancy. Every time I see this,*
young man he rises in my esteem. His in-
genuous temper and enO‘agmg modesty set
off to advantage a verg faufunderstandmcr
In our way home we were accosted by
Mr. Flam. After arough but hearty salu-
tation, and a cordial invitation to come and .
dine with him, he galloped off, being en-*
gaged on business. < This is an honest
country squire of the old cut,” said Mr.
Staﬁley afterwards. “ He hasa very g cood
-estate, which he Las so much delight in ma-
naging, that he has no pleasure in any thing
else. He was pY¥evailed on by his fither to
marry*his present wife, far no other reason
than becduse her estate joined to his, nd
bug};emahttleonthem mndlssement butit
was judged tfat both being umted, allqalgh’-'
sbg
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