
 







ர addre(fed himfelf to Chrifabelic, 
ihquired aftcr her health, and hoped fhe — 
had received no ferious injury from the 
-eftects hbo fight, in a vofeé of fuch’ in- 
finuating tendermefs, an intereft fo evident - 
that it occafioned a fly glance from Harriet, 
and fpread a2 vermillion tint over. ‘the 1௦ம். 
cheek of Chriftabelle. _ 

Ue informed them that he had ie the 
furgeon, whom he had fent to reconnoitre 
the field of actions the enemy was fled, and 
had carried off theddying and the dead; no 

17806 04 the recent combat remained, except 
feme ¢ blood gouts”” ftainine the green. 
fward’ with its fanguine hue. From. this 
accoant he trufted that Gerrard’s wound 

wa$ not mortal, for had that been really the 

cafe, his émiffaries would not have thought 

itneceflary to have. removed the body. He 

offered to Chriftabelle his congratulations, 

‘that her late foe was difagbled fora time to 

becuine an ative agent Of evil, if Not quite. 

difpirited by his ill- fuccels.. 
Our Tuppoled invalid was idlicited ‘by  
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vifits to her poor patients and -penfioners, 
Chriftabelle through the day had complained 
of languor and depreffed fpirits; therefore, 
though fhe was anxious to be her compas 
nion, her bonne mere would not permit her | 
making the exertion, but, with a meaning 
fmile, recapuriended to Captain Fribourg to’ 
amufe the invalid in her abfence by a game 
of chefs. 

Confcious of his intention, on her depar- 
ture, the lover felt aukwardly filent. His 
diftrefs ‘was natural; for was he not going 
to put his well-beloved to the teft, his hap- 
pinefs to the hazard, by {peaking upon the 
fubje&t. neareft his heart ?—That heart was 
chilled by fear, depreffed by .doubs He 
was indeed agitated; he was preparing to 
play for a great ftake; no lefs than the 
pleafures of his future exiftence. While 
thus immerfed in thought, an appalling 
ftillnefs prevailed ; he felt all the gaucheries 
of his fituation, which affifted to increafe 
his difficulties. Seeing him evidently pained 
by an internal confli&, his difmay commu- 
nicated itfelf to the before-oppreffed {pirits 

VoL. Il. ௦



26 CHRISTABELLE. 

of Chriftabélle. To find tlie from. < em- 

ployment, fhe drew the chefsboard toward - 

her, and began arranging the men. Start- 

ing, from his reverie, perceiving her aS 

-thent, he: exclaimed, 

ae Do not, dear Chriftabelle !- thus wafte 

‘thefe precious moments, the moft intereft- 

ing. of my life, the eventful period that muft 

to my future nights and days produce ex- | 

tatic joy, or render them fupremely mifer- 

able |’ 
This fpeech was pronounced in fuch im- 

preflive tones, that it alarmed his appre- 

‘henfive companion, who, when the ‘mo- 

ment of explanation arrived, trembled to 

hear agnounced that paffion fhe had fo long 

and arde##ly wifhed to be aflured of. Her 

fair face was covered with burning blufhes, 

* while her fine eyes feduloufly fought the 

ground. The feelings of her lover were © 
wrought up to agony: he experienced the 

alternations of hope and fear, left, when he — 

told his foft tale, he fhould not be a “¢ thriv- 

ing woer;” he® was yet determined to
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proceed, and that certainty thould banith 

- doubt. 

- He feated himfelf befide her on the otto- 

man, prefling her hand to his throbbing . 

heart, told in language refpectful, tender,” 

and impreffive, the paflion that filled his ் 

“whole foul’; deferibed with energetic’ elo- © 

quence, the fenfations fhe had excited, 

from the inftant when he firft beheld her. 

fainting in his arms, that had daily gained 

power and firength as he witnefled her 

wondrous merits. He concluded by folicit- * 

ifig that fhe would, with her accuftomed 

-candour and generofity, pronounce his- 

- doom, to fay whether he had been fo fuper- 

- latively fortunate as to have acquired#an in- 

tereft in her gentle bofom. ழ் ் 

After a paufe, painfully awful to the igh. ; 

ing inamorato, Chriftabelle, whofe fenti- 

ments in his favour have been ‘already de- 

{cribed, recovered her felf-pofleflion; ,and 

while an approving: fmile*played roufid her 

dimpled mouth, fhe « -graceftilly prefented 

_ him the hand» “fhe “had before. ‘withdrawn, 

her பிம் 2 beaming with dala In 

Kos Co
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accents that fhot through his heart, fhe, 

with an ingenuous modefty, acknowledged 

that the gratitude the once felt for the pre- | 

ferver of her life and honour was, from the 

contemplation of his talents, fenfe, and 

worth, fo increafed, that fhe felt no fcruple 

mM avowing her love for fo eftimable an ob- 

ject. 7௩ rapturous exultation he covered 

her hands with kiffes, while he thanked her 

for her preference, and for being above the 

petty fqueamifh coquettifh artifices practifed — 

by too many of her fex, to prolong their 

triumph, and exacerbate. their lover’s mi- 

fery, by exciting prudifh difficulties, and 

procraftinating their confent, until “ hope 

லுக் maketh the heart fick.” 

~ Having brought our reafonable love fcene 

toe happy termination, Chriftabelle, never 

fufpeéting her admirer to be other than he 

appeared, he obtained her folemn promife, 

- that, as foon as he could gain the approba- 

tion of his father, (he reprefented his mother 

-having died in giving him life,) fhe would 

confent to unite their deftinies. We have 

feen the wily god had taught his votary de-
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ception, who having once been tempted to 
quit the ftrait road of truth, to wander in 

the crooked path of falfehood, as he pro- 

ceeded found his difficulties increafe,, 200... 

unable to gain the 001766 path from which 

he had wandered, he was compelled to ad- . 

vance in that he had chofen, though morti- 

fication, and repentance . were a compas 

nions of his journey. 

Lord Everfley’s mind was னா with 

poignant regret, even at that joyful moment 

fo fraught with felicity to the man who had 
done no wrong action for which he could 

condemn himfelf, to obtain the bleffing of 

being favourably received by the woman of 

his election. Convinced of Chriffabelle’s 

difinterefted love, and having *g@ined her 

confent, he now doubted being able to Obs 

tain that of the Marquis. Should he con- 

quer that obftacle, might dot the high- 

minded right-judging Chriftabelle fhrink | 

from uniting herfelf with a difciple of impo- 

fition; for fuch he would appear in her 

rigid ideas ‘of propriety, who, like the 

grandmother of honeft James, would for-’ 

a3
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bid the committing of evil, on the fallacious 
plea, that good might’come of it. 

. Such will ever be the corroding ferifations 

“6h the truly good and virtuous, when, «like 

“his” ‘lordthip, they are tempted to fwerve © 

from reétitude, and-allow romantic paflion 

to conquer the didtates of fober reafon: like - 

him, their bofoms will fuffer the goads and 
ftings of con{cience; that monitor, who will 

not be lulled into forgetfulnels, nor be 

filenced by fophiftry. Tread, therefore, 

with caution; let prudence be your guide, " 

for on the firft falfe ftep you take in the | 

flippery road of error, affuredly depends the 

colour of your future fate. To re-tread the 

“devicusyyway, and regain the track of truth 

we havé torfaken, however fincerely we 

_with it; is not always in our power: to 
_meafure back our fteps, puzzled in mazes, 

’ furrounded by difficulties, is not to be ac- 
complifhed by the moft wary, being ல் 

doubtful, frequently dangerous, and oe 

times impoffible. 

‘Thus too late feeling what might be the 

confequence of his crooked policy, he ‘re-
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folved to regain Florence with all fpeed, put 

Sir Everard into his confidence, taking his 

facred promife of not making Chriftabelle 

acquainted who her lover really was, until 

he had feen his father, and told his own 

ftory, trufting to his parental affection to” 

forgive his youthful frolic, and crown. his 

‘happinefs by confenting to his union’ with 

the fair Maid of Rouen. Having made his 

- mental arrangements, on the following 

morning, at an early hour, he took the . 

road to the villa; well knowing that Chrif- 

tabelle walked in the thrubbery alone, he 

trufted he fhould gain an hour’s converfa- 

tion With her previous to the appearance of 

her friends. : 

This he fortunately ண்ட man: ae 

real regret, he acquainted her, that he had 

received a fammons from his father, of: 

much moment to his future intereft, re- 

quiring. his prefence in Germany, which he 

was compelled to édbey.. He mutt inftantly, 

therefore, leave Switzerland ; but he com- 

forted himfelf with the hope: that this en- 

forced journey would ultimately haften his 

௦2
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happinefs; that he fhould return on the 
wings of love, with his parent’s confent to 
their marriage: that ceremony performed, 
which would make him the moft enviable 
of mortals, they would* together repair to 

his paternal refidence, when, with proud 
exultation, he fhould prefent to his father 
a daughter fo worthy his love, fo தல். 

his approbation. 
Wholly unprepared for his ன the 

intelligence went fhuddering like an ice bolt 
through her heart, numbing the powers of 

vitality; a fad prefentiment of future evil 
clouded her fmiling countenance ; active 

fancy whifpered, might not Fribourg’s pa- 

rent withhold his confent, refufe to receive 

a deferted=namelefs foundling into his fa- 
mily? She had been taught to believe the 

“Germans a race proud of their lineage, who 
- would rather*reckon heraldic quarterings as 

their daughter-in-law’s fortune than Britifh 

| guineas ! She mentally inquired, fhould this 

really be my fate, what then becomes of 

thofe air-built caftles I have in fancy reared 

af fuperlative felicity ; thofe domeftic com-
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forts, thofe rational enjoyments, to be de- 
rived from wedded love, when the inclina- 

tions, the purfuits, the gratifications of a 
married couple have but one fource,, one 
end, one aim! ; 

_ On her intelligent countenance, in which 
might be read every fentiment of her mind, 

he faw her difmay; by intuition beheld the 

doubts and fears which agitated her gentle 

bofom. | His own. feelings: were “equally 

acute; but though he fometimes diftrufted 

his fuccefs with the Marquis, he would not 

allow himfelf to.wholly defpair. In foftened 

accents he foothed,. he tried to reaflure the 

finking fpirits of his idolized Chriftabelle, 
by reprefenting his father as good; amiable, 

_and affectionate, who would feebfor youth- 
ful paflion, and accede to all his wifhes. 
Thus he comforted the fair mourner : it 

was agteed that he fhould fhorten the hours 
of abfence by frequent letters, which fhe 

promifed to duly anfwer. ue - 

_Chriftabelle, fincerely attached, and hav- 
ing avowed her affection to its objet, who, 
fhe believed, ‘truly merited her warmeit 

3
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efteem, refufed not to quiet his agitated 
fpirits, by a renewal of her folemn promife 

to be only his, unlefs compelled to revoke 

her vow by any bafe or finifter condué on 
his part. With this faving claufe he was 
obliged to appear fatisfied, though he dread- — 

ed its powerful effect, when what was at 
 prefent enigmatical fhould in future be elu- . 

cidated. Would it not exonerate Her from | 
fulfilling her part of the contract ? 

: They returned to the -breakfaft table, 

where the Captain, addrefling himfelf to 

Madame Wentworth, exprefled Is deep 
regret ‘that a fummons, of a nature that 

could not be evaded, would occafion him to 

inftantly ¢bdicate his quiet retreat, where he 

had- renovated his health, and compel him 

to quit that charming fociety, in which he 

had, through her polite ‘attentions, been 
permitted to pafs the ‘moft deleétable mo- 

ments of his life; moments that would ever 
be remembered with heart-felt fatisfaGtion, 

and acknowledged with'gratitude, while that 

heart throbbed with vitality. Refpeétfully 

bowing upon her hand, he faid,
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‘ Believe, Madame, I do not part from 

this eftimable circle like one divefted of 

hope; we fhall, I truft, meet again under 

happier aufpices, and I be> permitted: the 
“flattering diftin@tion of participating in thofe 

elegant amufements, thofe rational enjoy- 

ments, to which I have been indebted for 

fo much genuine pleafure.” : 
Madame Wentworth, in appropriate lan- 

guage, exprefled her regret at the lofs fhe 

fhould fuftain by the’abfence of fo agreeable, 

fo intelligent, fo fenfible a companion. 

Evidently affe@ted by this kind fpeech, he 

-foon withdrew to prepare for his unwilling 

departure, but tried to’ extract comfort from 

the idea that it would eventually fhgrten the 

painful period that mutt of neceffity elapfe 
before he could revifit Switzerland, and in 

his own charaéter claim the poe hand 

of his affianced bride® 

- The leave-taking of the ince” was fo- 

lemnly fad and tenderly affeCting. Chrif- 

tabelle was ftill opprefled with. forrowful 

prefages of troubles in embryo, of ‘perfecu- 
tions yet to be endured, of difappointments
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to be fuftained, of misfortunes to be com- 
bated. Thefe fpectral images paffed in 
dread array ‘before her alarmed vifion. 
Lord Everfley, who beheld her terrors, 
clafped _ her to his throbbing bofom, and 
effayed, by all the fophiftry of a lover, to 
banifh from her mind this gloomy defpon- 
dency, engendered by. fear and mifery ;_ 

_ painting, in all the glowing colours of a 
vivid imagination, thofe extatic joys that 
awaited their reunion. Ina certain degree 
he fucceeded in calming her perturbations, 
and hufhing her cares into peace. For 
when did the honied accents of a favourite 

admirer fail to reaffure the finking {pirits, 
to reillyme the languid eye, to reanimate 

~~ the oppréffed heart of his beloved objet? 

a
e
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- CHAPTER IIe 

ROM thofe genuine effufions of a good 
heart, convinced it was acting wrong, 

that we have attempted to*delineate, it may 

be fuppofed the youthful peer was not in a 

fituation to be envied, while proceeding on 

his journey. Wanting that ardent impetus 
that induced him to make light of every 
difficulty when he came to Switzerland, on 
his return he beheld every object in a very 
different point of view. Vexed with him- 

felf, diflatisfied with every furrounding ob- 
ject, his lordfhip found the hoffes -were, 

wretched animals, the roads intolerable, the 
auberges deteftable, and the viands ex- 

ecrable! Alas! it is ever thus, when the 

mind’s difeafed, the body’s delicate. 

Poor James would have thought his {weet- 

tempered mafter ftrangely altered, had he 

not from a fellow-feeling been enabled to 
account for his changed behaviour, from
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experiencing fimilar fenfations. He men- 
tally exclaimed, ‘‘ This reftlefsnefs is all 

occafioned by my lord’s being in love with. 

the beautiful Mifs Chriftabelle. I fhould 
pity him, did not great folks make their 
own troubles; or why did he leave her 

behind; not fo, we-poor devils,” fighed 
forth “James, *‘ "that have no will of our 

own, we mutt follow where our betters lead. 

If Iwasa rich nobleman, I would marry the 

girl I liked, whether fhe came into. the 
world without or with a father or mother, 

it would be all the fame when fhe was my 

wife.” ் 

That univerfal paffion, which alike g0- 
verns tl prince and the peafant, had ren- 

‘dered James quick-fighted ; for he had felt 

its powerful influence from the blue eyes, 

and blooming cheeks - of Madame Went- 

worth’s s femme de chambre, the pretty Su- 

zette, who had made mighty inroads in the 

heart of his lordfhip’s valet. He alfo had 

told his love-fick ftory, and found that the 

breaft of his fair enflaver was not made of 

impenetrable {tuff ; for James was a young,
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lively, handfome Englifhman, and was com- 
pelled to appear in his proper character, not 

being able to make himfelf underftood in 
any language but his own. -His matter an- 

- nounced that, withing to’ acquire a facility 

in {peaking that tongue, ‘he had taken him 

into his férvice, and being obliged to con- 

verfe with him conftantly in it, he was now 

become an adept, as he could previoufly 
read and write it with precifion. 

Suzette lived a long time with an Englith - 
family, and afterwards refided with them: 
in London. Thus, in the opinion of James, 
the added ufefulnefs to beauty ; for xcept 
a little broken French, and a few Italian ex- 
pletives picked up amid the foreign {givants, 

having not enough of either to hold a dif: 

courfe, he would have been deprived of 

the power of f{peech to urge his fuit, had it 

not been for the acquired knowledge of Su- 

zette. Thefe youthful lovers had the ad- 

vantage of being able to tell their tender 

tale, without its being underftood by their 

hearers. Of this James failed not to avail 

himfelf, by expatiating upon the numerous
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comforts to be derived in his country from 
active induftry, and painted the pretty cot- 

tage his grandmother inhabited, that fhe had 

promifed fhould be his when fhe was called 

to Heaven, “‘ which God keep her long 

from,’’ pioufly ejaculated James ; ‘“for fhe 
is a kind, worthy, good old foul !¥ 

Suzette liftened well pleafed to her ad- 
-mirer; fhe loved the Englifh, and had no 
objection to fhare the humble home of the 

man fhe had chofen for a hufband. She was 

a great favourite with her ladies, and they 

had promifed to take her with them, when 

they left Switzerland. It was therefore 
arranged that her lover, on her arrival in 

this cquntry, fhould manage to give her the 

meeting; when, if no prudential motives” 

hindered, they were to be united in the 
holy bonds of wedlock. Though both. 
the mafter and man had been equally for- 
tunate in gaining the approbation of their 
chofen fair ones, yet’ when they reflected 
they were parting from them for an inde- 
finite time, each fighed refponfive as they re- 

“yolved the lengthening diftance. that divided 
. I
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them from thofe charming creatures, for 
whom alone they வட்ல to live, nor feared 

“to die. ; 

Though. the axiom has been fo often st : 

ferted, until it is univerfally believed, that a 

lover cannot keep a fecret from the woman 

he adores, honeft James proved by his con- 
duc, the affertion to be unjuft; fomwhen 
with feminine curiofity, Suzette called forth 

all her fafcinating powers to inquire into his 

‘mafter’s fortune and connexions, he always 

acted: with guarded caution, anfwered her 

warily, but when hard pufhed, contrived to 

turn the difcourfe by praifing her beauty, 

and rapturoufly defcribing the joys that 

awaited their® union, This cohverfation 

adroitly managed, made her think no more 

of the Captain nor his race. James. had fa. 

credly promifed not to difclofe the difguife 
trufted by his ‘lordfhip to -his difcretion, 
convinced that he had motives for his con- 

பல, that though he did not comprehend 
them, he was fure were not evil, for he was 

too good, kind, and generous to do a dif. 

honourable a@ion. He would therefore - 
=
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die, or னி was worle, even lofe tis mif 

" trels, before he would betray the confidence 
of fo generous a matter. | 
"We will now leave thefe true lovers to 

purfue their route to Tufcany, while we 
-return'to Violet Villa. After the departure 
of Captain Fribourg, the penfive filence, - 
the frequent fits of abftraétion, the long and 
lonely walks taken by Chriftabelle, gave 
incontrovertible proofs to her companions 
that the was far gone in Ja, belle paffion. 
Harriet Ancram was rejoiced that fhe had a 

companion to keep in countenance her weak- 

nefs, for on the fubje& of love, the fenfible, 

; philofophic, ftrong-minded Chriftabelle, fu- - 

perior 4 moft of her fex, had fhown where 
the heart was concerned, that fhe was not 
invulnerable. She allowed there was fome’ 

_ difference in their fituations, for fhe doubt- 

Jefs knew herfelf beloved. Alas! fhe was 

not fo happy ; the idolifed the man, who if 

he did not diflike her perfon, had never — 

given her any reafon to fuppofe that he pre- 
ferred her to any other woman. This 

wounding idea to her felf-love, ever drew 
‘»  
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fighs from; her bofom, and filled her eyes 

with tears. She wifhed to fpeak to her 
friend on this interefting fubjeét, but it was 

evident to both Madame and herfelf that 
‘fhe fhunned the topic, and they were too ~ 

’ delicate to commence it, or urge her con- 
. fidence. 

© ‘Thus time was pafied by es inmates of 

the villa in its ufual routine of elegant em- 
ployments. Chriftabelle felt a repugnance 

unaccountable to herfelf in fpeaking of the 
engagement fhe had entered into with Cap- 
tain Fribourg, though fhe conftantly received 
letters filled with the effufions of his heart, 

that overflowed with affection. He wrote. 
from every town in the route throu’h Ger- 
many. - Thefe tran{cripts of a genuine flame 
reaflured her defponding hopes, and exhi- 

_larated her depreffed fpirits, for they were 
exprefled in all the glowing, extatic lan- 
guage of ardent paffion, he fpoke of his 
conftancy, faith, and truth, which diftance 
could not weaken nor time deftroy. 

Thofe .of our readers that have expe- 

rienced the indefcribable charm, the thril-  
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ling tranfport {uch epiftles received from 

thofe we love are capable of affording, can — 

only, comprehend the ineffable delight that 

‘filled the foft bofom of the Maid of Rouen 

on their perufal. To indulge this new- 
born rapture, in reperufing at leifure thofe 
precious morgeaus, our heroine found her 

higheft gratification in wandering alone on: 

the margin of the lake, to comment on thofe 
interefting documents, that were fo effential — 

to her prefent comfort and future happinefs, _ 

Her mind -wholly filled by one dear objet, 
there was no room for leffer concerns, 

Cupid gave his votary courage; for .the 

fafety of her perfon fhe had no fears, of her 

arch entny fhe thought not, or if from a 
concatenation of ideas he was ever prefented 
to her mind, they only helped to heighten 
thofe of her valiant deliverer in her opinion, 

eliciting his ‘prowefs, and the obligations 

fhe owed him for her prefervation. 

: Might not the deteftable Longuemain, 

from the effet of his wounds, be gone to 

his great account; or, if recovered, have 

{marted. fufficiently from his laft quixotic 
i
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expedition, to be in no hafte to renew the 
-attack? She had at the earneft requeft of — 

her admirer, forborne to venture amid the 

leafy retreats of the mountains, but {trolled 

at the fide of the river, which generally of 

an evening was covered with pleafure-barges, 
filled with gay company. Surely in fo pub. | 

lic a fituation no ட் was to be appre- | 

hended: ? | 
. Confident of fecurity, her whole i டட 

tion devoted to her Henry, for he had an- 
nouneed his Chriftian name, fhe thought 

not of the clofing evening, nor the length- 

* ened diftance from the villas When fhe 
had cafually turned her eyes on the water, 

they were arrefted by a yacht of, a large | 
' conftru€tion, that appeared ftationary, while 

a {mall boat was rowed near the edge of the 

lake, as if following the track fhe was pur- 
fuing. ‘This feemed only a common occur- 

rence, and occafioned her no alarm; pre- 

~ fently it ftarted forward, and was hid from 

her view among the flags and over-hanging 

dhrubs. Roufed from her reverie, fhe per- 

ceived the fun was faft finking, and pre-
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pared to return, when the was interrupted 

“by two ftout fellows, who throwing over 

her a large” thick cloth cloak, lifted her in 

their arms, ‘maugre her ineffe€tual ftruggles, 

carried her on to the veflel, and laid her 

| along the bottom.’ Roufed to her danger, | 

fhe uttered the moft piercing cries, but the 

found was effectually buffed by the immenfe 

envelope, that hid from view her whole 

figure. So adroitly had they managed, that 
many minutes had not elapfed, before ply- 

ing their oars they made the belt of their 

way to the yacht, when heedlefs of her 

ftrugeles and fcreams, they lifted her into 

- the cabin. and: laid her on a couche longue. 

The nuffians deeming their prey now fe- 

cure, left her to reflect upon her fad fitua~ 

tion, and to condemn herfelf ‘for her falfe 

fecurity. She could hear them bufily em- 

- ployed in weighing anchor,-and crowding 

all the fail they could carry. The wind 

blew a brifk gale, an hour fince it was fa- 

yourable, but had fhifted, and was now 

right in their teeth. Fearful if Chriftabelle, 

fhould be miffed, and if purfued be eafily



ட ஆசு த் 

கண்க... ay 

overtaken, they were. compelled to row, 

but in defpite of “all- their exertions, flow 

was their progrefs. Of this elementary dift ் 

த வா fhe was made acquainted by the 

horrid oaths and blafphemous execrations 

vollied forth by a man upgn ‘deck, who | 

feemed to command the reff. 

- A death-like fhivering fhooksher whole 

frame, as liftening the recognifed the dread« 

ed voice of the reprobate Longuemain. 

Once more in his power he would make - 

vengeance fure; fhe gave herfelf up for 

loft, and offered her pious orifons to Omni- 
potence to ftrengthen and ‘fupport her in - 

this hour of trial. While yet the Prayed, 

the noife of many voices was heard, mixed 

with curfes, the firing of piftols, and clafh- 

ing of fwords. Chriftabelle, reftored to felf- 

poffeffion, hope again re-illumed her prof- 
pects, fhe doubted not her petition had been. , 

heard, and that fuccour was near. “She * 

refolved to exert her energies, and appear 

among her friends ; folding around her the 

cloak, fhe rufhed from the: cabin, was in a. 

moment in the midit of a fcene of carnage
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and confufion. Two men, whofe faces the 

could. not difcover by the uncertain light 

; oppofed to each other, combated with the _ 

moft determined fury ; fire ftruck from the 

well-aimed blows given by their “weapons, _ 

the wounds each received, drenched the 

deck with flreams of blood, at ae both 

fell from weaknefs. ல் 

கர்பம் flambeau was brought, and Chrifta. 

belle, who in the fanguinary conflié. had 

‘been unheeded, now advanced, and as it 

glared on their agitated features, beheld. 

with fincere forrow, in the antagonitt of 

Longuemain, ‘Madame Wentworth’s honett | 

attendant, the inexplicable Rouviere ! It 

was long fince the inmates of the villa had 

been reconciled to his forbidding appear- 

ance, by the rectitude of his condua, and) 

his marked attachment to their perfons and 

interefts. She threw herfelf on her knees 

by his fide, and with a flood of tears ex- 

prefied her poignant grief, that, in the vain 

attempt of refcuing her, he had facrificed 

his valuable life. She perceived that on her. 

being miffed, he.had purfued the yacht,
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which the wind thifting He had been citi 
to reach. ் 

ருள் உ ர்கம் ௧௦ (௦853 deep groans 
ம்மா. நீராம் நடி agonifed heart. She’tore 
the fhawlfrom her neck, and with part of 
it bound up his arms with the other fhe 
tried to ftop the effufion of blood, that 
flowed faft from his fide. In this charitable 
office, fhe met no oppofition from the 

_affociates of the abandoned Longuemain, 
who were all bufily employed, fome in 
managing the veflel, others in conveying 

its commander into the fmall cabin, and 
trying to bind uphis wounds, which to their 
affrighted fancy appeared to be mortal. 

In the .violence of the fray, Rouviere 
‘forgot his wonted caution ; heedlefs of con- 
fequences, he fought but to fatiate his vene 
geance on her ravifher, by regaining 
Chriftabelle. In the feuffle his falfe hair 
and whifkers had fallen off, and to her utter 
amazement ‘the beheld, in the ambiguous fer- 
vant of Madame Wentworth, Dufrefne, the 

compaffionate, humane jailor of the Abbaye! 
Turning upon her his languid eyes, he faw 

VOL. Il. ௮
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her ftart of furpailes Making a faint ce 

to fpeak, he faid, 

«perceive tie ர. am வான்டட் te 

ception now is ufelefs; in me, angelic being, 

நட meet your profelyte, who from: the 

moment I witneffed your behaviour in fitua- 

tions the moft trying, it foftened my heart, | 

 humanifed my feelings, | and miraculoufly 

changed my rugged nature. You» had 

faved my foul, and 1 ‘fwore . by the holy 

Virgin to. devote. my whole | remaining life |. 

to your fervice! I have kept my” vow 5 

‘but as a punifhment for my former (மாம். 

greffions, | fear the facrifice of fuch a finner 

will not. be accepted: by the don. Dien.” 

Here becoming faint, Chriftabelle; thank- 

ing him for the goodnefs of his intentions; 

ப prayed, him not to exhauft his little remain 

ing, ftrength by fpeaking. Throwing over 

thim the cloak fhe woré, the fat by his fides 

and bathed his, temples with fome ௪20 de 

Cologne, «which the. fortunately had: about 

her. 

_ The heart. of -Chriftabelle Boe | 

with gratitude for herpoar profelyte, whofe} 

it  
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‘flifled. groans gave it a. Aenfation ‘of agony. 
‘She prayed for his recovery, put there was 
no help nigh. A-hope flathed through her 

_taind ; fhe recolleGted that, prior to her 

leaving #he villa, Madame hadrdefired in the 
courfe of* her Walk, thé *would call at the 

* cottage of one” ‘of nS patients, who had 
received a Bech cut in his leg from a feythe 
in-mowing, and leave’ fonte bandages and. a 

‘pot of ointnient, of wondrous. efficacy for. 

wounds made by a fharp inftrument. © Loft- 
in: her pleafing “reverie, the had forgot to 
make the vifit of mercy: it was therefore 
at this moment in her work bag3 fhe felt a 
thrill of joy at the idea that it might be ufe- 
ful to the fuffering Rouviere. It was com- 
pounded by Madame» from the healing 

herbs and balfamic plants in’ which Swit- 

_ gerland abounds, with whofe medicinal 

qualities fhe was well acquainted, Having 
never known it fail in numerous cafes. : 

Her fcattered ideas thus aroufed, fhe . 

thought only of the dying man, who had 

- for her prefervation facrificed himfelf. With 

“all that energy excited, which fhe ever €X- 

D2 -
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ட on great occafions, fhe Had torn her | 
thaw! to {top the hemorrhage ; and felf. 

- colleéted, when furrounded by noife and 
tumult, the {pread the dreffings on lint, 

and prepared the bandages. HePfenle of 
delicacy 1 forbad her applying them, but நர. 

ceiving a man who, viewed the. fcene with 

Jooks of பர்கா fhe ventured to 

entreat that he would drefs the wounds of | 
peor Rouviere. To this he acceded, and 
under her direétions performed his part 
properly; a thoufand times thanking her 

affiftant, fhe forgot not the gratitude fhe 
cowed to the Omnifeient, While the qui- 

vering lips of her poor patient breathed 
forth a prayer for her condefcending good- 
ness, fhe perceived, in her forgetting to 
vifit the peafant, the interpofing care of an 
overruling Providence; for had fhe a exe= 

cuted “her commiffion, it. would not have 

-been in her power to have applied this won- 

.der-working unction, in. whofe eflicacy fhe 

v
l
 

-had perfect faith, to the hurts of her deli- ் 

werer ! 

“While, like the good situ the
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- angelic Chriftabelle was binding up the 

wounds, and pouring the oil of confolation: 

on the ear of the fuffering Rouviere, as he’ 

lay wrapped in a cloak on the deck, with a 

fail-cloth for his pillow, the more wretched 

- Longuemain occupied the only bed i in the 

cabin, and: his hurts were dreffed by a felf- 

titled, -dogor, who had, before the new 

order of things in revolutionized France,. 

been an errand-boy to a chymift ; but from 

that eventful era, when every one defignated 

himfelf, and took the title that beft fuited 

his intereft, he was denominated a furgeon. 

The torture to which this ignorant prati- 

tioner put his miferable patient, might be 

gathered from the alternate groans - and 

" horrible execrations that met their ears. 

Though his wicked foul trembled on the 
very verge of eternity, he would not hear 

of dying, becaufe he dared not meet his 

Creator, whofe commands he had difobeyed, © 

and whofe precepts his’ whole life had out- 

raged. This abandoned mifcreant felt no 

compunétion for his pumerous offences 

again{t fociety,. and was fo far from-repent- 

b 3
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Ane to வம், immolate (௦ fae b 

  

  

ordering his attendants to load his piftols, 
and to drag Chriflabelle to his prefence ; 

to’ difpofe of the ட. bite, who had dared 

lift his plebeian. hand againft him, by throw- 
mg him into the river, and to lath his two 

companions to the oar, to accelerate their 

flight, whom he fhould know how ‘to te 

  

ward on their arrival i mn France. ee 

There can be no fellowfhip between i ச 
wicked; to them the confoling charm of - 

a friendthip is unknown ! No’ longer’ than 

their patron is ‘able and willing to contribute 

to their pleafures, aid their ambitious pro. 

: jects; or inereafe their future fortune, mut 

He reckon’ on, the attachment of thofe fawn 
ing fycophants, “thofe time-ferving hypo- 

erites. From the moment he is unable to | 

By atify them, can he expe ee will affie 

him! Wretches, who are alone united by 
inter வசம் motives, when changing fate pro=, 
duces poverty, it eee the bafe' cement, 

2 யய us 
க
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and théy ceafe adhering | to. their. late ear 

companion. ; 

Like rats, ‘they ட a fGfléng hip, to 

offer.their fervices toa more buoyant veflel. 

This truifm ‘was fully: exemplified in the 

‘behaviour of Gerrard’s diffolute crew, who 

by him had been cajoled’into the belief, that 

by embarking in his fcheme, they fhould 

{hare mountains of money, by aflifting him 

to carry off a rich heirefs : for this purpofe 

he had purchafed a faft-failing yacht, and in 

fuch lawlefs times, there was no difficulty in 

manning it with adefperate fet 6f renegadoes. 

Thefe were held together by nothing but a 

hope of gain, that could only be realifed by 
the life of their coadjutor.. This, trom the 

exaggerated account of his futgeon, feémed 

t®be faft ebbing to its clofe, and with him 

would die all their. high-raifed expectati ons 

of reward, though not of punifhment. The 

latter, fhould they, be overtaken in their 

piratical voyage, they could only avoid by 

changing fides, like their fuperiors, and 

joining the other party ! 
D4.
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_ Affaffins as they were, to whomterimnes 
~ were familiar, they. did not like to commit 
murder for nothing! They believed, if they 
managed adroitly, they might make a merit 
of their clemency, and thus be better paid) 
for aGing right, than if they had done 

- Wrong ; on this they calleda ட where 
it was agreed nem. con. that they thould go 
to thecabin in a body, and declare that they 
would not obey his fanguinary orders! 
This avowal threw the invalid into~ a 
violent paroxyfin of . paffion, at what he dex 
nominated mutiny, fwearing he would 
order them into irons, and, as foon ashe 
could crawl upon deck, have them all 
hanged hike fo many dogs. This exacerbated 
rage fet his wounds bleeding afrefh ; buton 

_ being told by the doétor, that if it sould not 
be ftopped, he would not live another hour, — 
this threat filenced him, forthe fear of death , 
alone could render quiet his perturbed pa- — 
tient. To continue him fo, at leaft for forme — 
hours, this fon of Efculapius made him 
{wallow fifty drops of landanum,.”  * 

He now பட்கர் to take upon ப்ய்ண  
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the cominanid of the veffel, and to acquite 
improvement in his profeffion by practifing 
on Gerrard’s opponent, who had received 
alunge through his right fide, and another 
in ‘the left arm; but as no vital part was 
injured, neither would have beer deemed 
dangerous by a-fkilful pra@itioner. Ad- 
vancing with a felf-fufficient air, he addreffed 
himfelf to Chriftabelle, obferving, that as 
fhe appeared to be interefted about her fer- 

‘vant, he was ready to examine his hurts, and _ 
give his opinion on their appearance. This 
fhe civilly declined : his fufferings eafed by 

_ Madame’s balfam, he had fallen afleep : 
the therefore told the man of medicine, fhe 

had already caufed the dreffing to. be applied 

that fhe had feen ufed with much fuccefs ; 

he now feemed eafy, and flept quietly ; fhe 
could not, therefore, confent to have him 

difturbed. | Provoked at her refufal, he 

_ turned from her in a rage, faying, the fellow 
might die and be d—d before he would fet - 

a foot to fave him. Chriftabelle would not 

haveghought herfelf juftified in not accepting 

afiftance for Dufrefne, had fhe not heard 

D'S
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fomevof th the men giving he hifto yo 

charlatan, and laughing heartily - at ‘his ae 

“tenfions to 0 furgerys: obferving, if the ceri 

   
   

as dogtor. - த் 

On this fhe determined he fhould not 
-difturb, nor torment by his ignorant appli 

cations, her poor patient, who was 10 the 

thands of the bon Dieu, and if i it was his plea 

fure he fhould live, was more likely to Pee | 

“cover by the prefcriptions of Madame Went. | 

worth, than by thofe of this, illiterate em | 

‘piric. ஆ 

Several days capt, when, in’ conf 
‘quence of the crew’s determination to. adhere | 

to _what-they denominated the caufe of the 

heirefs, at her requeft they had contrived to. 
pitch up a canvas birth to accommodate 

~ Dafrefne. To this he was’ carried ; ; and 
‘by her direétion his hurts were again dreffed, 

which being only flefh wounds, appear ed to. 

Dein aa fate that promifed {peedy con 
walefcence.  Moft gratefully did her patient 
பண்ட் his fair preferver, moft fervent] ygofier 
up orifons ‘to his ட் that the might be 
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yeflored to her friends, and moft ardently: 
entreat that, inftead of beftowing | all her 
attention upon hint, fhe would «take fore 

care of herfelf, whofe’ delicate conftitution 

muft be facrificed to conftant’ watching. 

This idea was natural, for what reft the pro- 
cured was on a’ mattrafs fpread on the deck, 

wrapped in her cloak, under a fort of tent, 

that the failors had contrived to fhelter her- 

from the night air; fortunately the weather 

continued fine, and God, “‘ who tempers . 

_ the wind to,the- thorn lamb,” prelerved her 

from danger. ் 

~The wounds of” Longuemain, which were’ 
originally of a more dangerous mature than: 
Dufrefne’s, from the ignorance of his fur- 

geon, who’ knew not how to treat them 

-_properly,- put on an alarming appearance, 
attended with much fever. This was acce- 
lerated by his impatience to get well enough 

to exercife his threatened vengeance upon 

his affociates in crime, to whom in vain he 

iffued his commands. to. bring Chriftabelle 

into his prefence ; fearful of his intentions 

ae her innocent life, they pofitively ree 
De Os
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fated to comply with bis orders | The 
marked attention, and humane commifera. 
tion fhe had fhown to her fervant, for fuch 

he had announced himfelf, the foftnefs of 

her manners to themfelves, who appeared 
as her oppreffors, her heroic fortitude under 
unmerited fufferings, the patience with which 

“the bore the déprivation of every comfortto. 
which fhe had been accuftomed, had made 

an intereft for her in every heart. « 3 
She faw the pity fhe had excited, and 

“tried to avail herfelf of it, by perfuading them 
to return with her to Switzerland, promifing ட் 

them a moft munificent reWard, if, by doing 

fo, they would enable her to beftow it by 

reftoring Dufrefne and herfelf to Madame 
Wentworth. .They felt well inclined to 
comply with her defire, by feizing upon the 

yeflel, and making Longuemain their pri- 

foner, while they liberated Chriftabelle. 

They vacillated between hope and fear, 

without coming to a determination. The 

wind, as fickle as themfelves, fprung up 2 

favourable gale; and while yet they de- 
murred, they rapidly approached the French 

: : ஐ.
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.coaft. It behoved them to come to an in- 
ftant decifion’: that it might be in her favour, 
Chriftabelle, her lovely countenance bathed 
in tears, moft earneftly intreated their pity. . 
She could not do fo in vain, who had ren- 
dered a profelyte to virtue the petrefcent 
heart of a jacobinical jailor! Therefore they 
pledged themfelves to return to Laufanne, 
as Yoon as night had clofed the eyes of 
Longuemain and his door in fleep, he 
being the only one of all the'motley crew 

_that had adhered to their bafe employer, 
’ Chriftabelle’s heart once more buoyant 

with hope, elated with joy at the profpe& 
of being liberated from her dreaded perfe- 
cutor, ordered Dufrefne to be brought upon 
deck, for the benefit of air, which being 
done, he was ftretched under her tenf; when 
feating herfelf upon the mmattrafs, befide her 
humble companiorin mifery, who had been 
fo fevere a fufferer’ from offering himfelf a 
willing facrifige to refcue her from the worft 
of evils, fhe whifpered in his ear the plan 
laid for their mutual reftoration, which was 
that night to be put in execution ; bidding 

>
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hist keep up his க that once at: the, 

villa, by kind. attention, and good nurfing, 

he would foon regain health and {trength. - 

~ Dufrefne offered up his thanks to the ‘bon. 

Dee for this. glorious intelligence, but 

avowed, that the balfam of Madame had’ 

been fo efficacious, that his wounds were 

already nearly healed. She exprefled her 

pleafure at hearing him fay this, and as’ he 

-was now able to fpeak without danger, fhe 

fhould be glad to hear his motives for dif. 

guife, that illnefs had prevented him from, 

giving when firft they met inthe veffel. He. 

bowed ober ee thus commenced his 

~ flory:
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CHAP. IIL. 

« ALREADY, Mademoifelle, I have" an. 
nounced it was my fixed determination 

to devote to your fervice my whole life, to quit 
an employment fo repugnant to the better 
feelings you had excited in a heart hardened 
by feeing crimes. repeatedly committed, 
though I was not, the perpétrator of thdfe 

~ enormities that now I refle& upon with hor. 
ror, which I’then viewed with “apathetic 
coldnefs, and thought the murderous war- 
fare was juft and neceffary to, fuftain the 
‘caufe of liberty, to fubjugate the proud op- 

predors to the power of reafon, and to 

render the world better and .happier. by a 

more equal divifion of its confequenco, 
~ honours, and riches ! 

re I hada {trong energetic mind ; it was 

a prototype of my body, rough and power- 

ful, but wholly uncultivated. Borm a poor 

man’s fon, to labour had been my lot, con-
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demned like Cain to eat my bread, procured! 
by.the fweat of my brow, uninftru@ed ina. 

knowledge of fociety, of manners or learn. 
ing, I knew nothing! I was the fort of 
being to be warmed by the florid reprefentas | 

tions of the more enlightened; I eagerly _ 

eaught the enthufiafm of the moment, and 

a&ted from its influence, whether right or 

wrong I did not'ftudy. » Of fuch materials” 
are the men made, who take an aétive part 

in the revolutions of mighty empires. 

« Tt was my fate to be a fojourner in 
Paris at that eventful era, that was marked 

by the demolition of the Battile, a name at 
which for ages both poor and rich had 
learned alike to tremble. Born in a land : 

of freedom, having drawn my fitft breath 

ina goat-herd’s cot, ona mountain in Swit- 

zerland, I longed to enlift in her caufe;_ 

while courage nerved my arm, I gloried in 
giving my afliftance; I was ambitious of 

feeing my name amid the firft patriots who 
ftruck a blow at tyranny and oppreffion!’ 
I rufhed into .the crowd, nor ftirred from 
the fpot, until that mighty: fabric of defpot« 

௮.
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ifm was levelled with the duft, whofe maffy 

walls shad: reverberated with the groans of 
‘thofe incarcerated wretches, condemned by 

overweening power to figh out exiftence in 
all the horrors of folitary imprifonment ; to 
‘writhe under the agonifing tack, or ‘to tera 

minate life, by the. hands of the execil- 
ட் 

“049 earneft endeavours had rendered 

me notorious ; I-was noticed by the leaders 

_of the democratié party ;*my zeal in the 
caufe of liberty ‘warmly applauded; and 

doubtlefs, had’not my want of worldly in-— 

formation been againft my preferment, had 
the intellectual powers by which nature had 

gifted me been properly cultivated; ‘in 

fhort, could F-have played the fycophant, 1 
might, as others of as low a clafs of fociety 
as myfelf, have im the new order of things 

afpired to raifemyfelf to confequence, dig- 

nity, and honours ; but, alas! conf{cious of 
my ignorance, I was too honeft for the - 

times in which I lived! Unlike my com- 

“peers, I dared not with voluble effrontery, 

boaft of talents I did not poffels, nor impur
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denitly claim remuneration ‘that 1 was cane | 
feious of not deferving ! ‘What was the res 

-fult of this taciturn modefty ? Tt was to best 

hold the’ vile refuge of the canaille, the 

mott egregious knaves, the fcum of fociety,) 
placed-in offices. of truft, and ornamented 

by the tri-coloured fearf, while poor Dus 
‘frefne was not thought capable of filling 

any other employment in the great nation, 

than being niade firft us at _ the “a 

prifon! ் ட 

   

** Thus, were orate my ட பண 

my ambitious’ hopes annihilated, by he de- 

grading fituation they alone thought me fit 

to fill. ‘Ditappointed, meocrtified, I became 

cruel’ and unjaft; my manners were harfk — 

as my perfon, my addrefs was repellant ang 
morofe, my heart indurated! In fhort, 1 | 
was finking, fatt. into brute tality, when it ‘ 

pleafed my Creator to recal me to himfelf,’ 
by the voice ‘ofan angel! «You appeared; 

- Mademoifelle; a gleam of your brightnels 
_ fhone on. my benighted reafon, ~ and, 

omy darknels was ‘enlightened! Your ten | 
dernefs to. your ‘guardian, your appeal to 
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mie in his favour, fwayed by no felfith mo: 

tives, to procure ‘comfort for him, your 

prayers were offered up in his behalf to the 

God you fo fervently worfhipped! Your 
efforts to fpeak peace and hope to. ‘his op=~ 

. prefled fpirits, the affe@ionate converfation 

that paffed, each flrenuoufly exer ‘ting them-® 

felves to futtain and reaffure the others, for 

I was an unfufpected hearer of the whole! 

— {uch wonderous goodnels funk deep into 

my foul; it fouled all thofe latent particles 

of kindnefs, that once animated my breaft : 

the cloud was difperfed; 1 fickened’as I 

looked back upon my atrocities, and thofe I 

mult fill confent to witnefs, if T continued 

in the debafing fituation in which my de- 

luded patriotifm had placed me! ‘This fixed 

my refolatign to abandon it; and expiate my 

pall agereflions, by dedicating my future. 

days to the fervice of the angel whofe beha- 

viour had fnatched me from petdition. ~~ 

“ Thad fome intereft with many of the 

neily declaimers that make themfelvés heard 

in the hall of the convention, whofe bold 
demands are too frequently acceded (ரூ
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ன் modeft merit would be. Petal a heat 
ing. To thofe I applied, and told your tale 
_of woe; I took upon me to anfwer for your 
mnocence of the crimes laid to your cha 

«by the abandoned Mignonne, and the 
more abominable Longuemain! The vio 

» clamours of the gallery were fuccefsful, 

the refult was the acquittal of both yourtell 

and Mademoifelle Ancram through my in 

tervention, and I was relieved from a load 

offorrow. I inftantly refigned my difgrace 
ful office, and thought only how to get inte 

the fervice of the Englith Jady -with whom 

you now refided, though convinced it would 

not long be a place of fecurity for you, 

Knowing your enemies were at that, time | 

employing means to -get you into their 

power. I knew I could counteract theit 

' plans, when near your perfon, by traverfing, 

their {chemes. ns 

‘© T pondered over how I fhould manage 
to procure admittance into the family of 
Madame Wentworth ; if I applied for that 
honour in the character of a gi-devant fant 

culotte jailor, fuch a perfonage could net 
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வேக fa gain belief that his intentions were 

‘honeft, and his condué correct! I perceived 
that I muft get fome one in whom Madame 
‘had confidence, to recommend and vouch 
for me; ; this I did not defpair of effecting. 
T never loft fight of you after you were li- 
berated; I had my fpies even in the houfe 
of your proteétrefs; from thefe I learned 
your meditated flightS this increafed my 
eagernels for an intreduction to Madame, 
who, without a guarantee, I could not fup- 

pofe would truft her perfon and her pro- 
perty with the inmate of a prifon, a fer de- 

mocrat, whofe principles and whofe intereft 
. would dictate the giving Rer up to bis 
party. 

‘© In addition to this, for. I was confcious 
of all my -defedts, that my addrefs, always 
uncouth, was from, the nature of the em-- 
ployment I had been placed in, increafed into 
a fierce unbending rudenefs, that in ap- 

pearance rendered me a very unfit attendant 

to wait upon delicate, polifhed, well-bred 

females. I faw all the difadvantages I had 

to encounter; but they were not fufficient



ஆ: 

76 GHRISTABELLE, 
a ota 

  

to deter me from falfilling my vow of ; ப 
tending oe oe 33 2 ட் over ay 

  

tion, that 6. 4 tine was ie agent 
-entrufted by Madame Wentwerth to fecretly 
arrange this bufinels; to him therefore] 
got myfelf prefented by,.the worthy phyf- 
cian, whom you, Mademoifelle, —will.recol 

le@, T procured, at your defire, to attend 

the laft moments of Monfieur Luneville 
On him I had conferred an‘ obligation, and 
‘now fought the only return I wifhed to ob; 
tain. After yeu left the Abbaye, my nature 

eing wholly changed by your example aid | 
precepts, I was induced to foften the rigours _ 
of his imprifonment, and ultimately to ferve 
him,” with fome of the leaders. 6f the ie 
cobin faction, to whom I was well knowns 
By my exertions, and their affiltance, this 
good man was liberated from confinement, 
and permitted to rejoin SS now rejoicing 
family... 

ase He had witnefled my conduét, wheal  
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you were in டன் power ; himnfelf had felt 
the “blefled  effeGs ‘your behaviour had 
‘wrought in my once-favage brealt; he’ 
therefore was the propereft perfon. to de- 
deribe me truly to Monfieur Lambert. His — 
“gratitude was unbounded, and moft readily 
he acceded to my requeft of introducing 
me to that gentleman. You well know I , 
potleffed no polithed language to urge my 
{uit y but I fimply told the tale of my con- 
verfion through you, the adoration you 
had excited, and the folemn vow I had 
made ; that as you had, I hoped, prefervéd 
me from the temptations of the devil, I 

*wwould be your guard and proteétor from 
the machinations of his prototype on earth, 
Gerrard Longueman! To do ‘this effec: 

ட tually, 1 wifhed to be hired as your efcort 
to the Cantons; for this 1 was well calcu- 

lated, being by birth a Swifs, to whom every 
créfs-road and every duberge was well 
known, | Prior to the revolution, I had 

- been employed ; asa carrier ‘between the two 

countries. 

‘s Monfieur Lambert ‘obbaul that there
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பறி fo much” truth in omy ftory, tha 

though it might be deemed impradent in 
him to put my zeal to the hazard, he was 
‘ftrongly tempted to make the trial. Dr 

Duval, who’ knew my fincerity,. and that 

my whole heart was in the bufinels, gene 

roufly offered to guarantee my integrity, 

and the honefty of my intentions. It was 
then arranged, that-I fhould difguife my- 
felf as much as poffible, that I might not be 

recognifed by you as Dufrefne. As to 

ferveand fave you was all I required, money 
was not my objeét, for had been enabled 

to accumulate ‘a fufficiency for all my 

humble wants. This careleffnefs in pee 

cuniary matters, made my condu@ appeat_ 
fo problematical to Madame, whom I withed 

‘to ferve without fee or reward, that fhe 

would not permit it, and 1 was compelled (0 | 

receive wages, or retire from a fituation 1. 
was fo defirous of retaining. Doubtlefs 
fhe recounted many of our converfations, 
which» muft have appeared. as ftrange to 

you, as to herfelf. In one inftance, I nearly 
betrayed my fentiments ; the leaven of my 

7 
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old principles ‘ator to me, and I felt an 

cunconquerable repugnance to wearing thar 

badge of flavery, a party-coloured coat ! ! 

She faw my diilike, and kindly yielded to 

my requelt of being permitted to ferve her 
in plain clothes. 

ட் Feeling the -difadvantages i had to: en- 

counter, more ‘from being illiterate than 

_ ignorant, | have employed all my leifure 

hours, which from the retired habits of the 

family have been many, in endeavouring to 

improve mylelf, to, ftrengthen my mind. by 
books, and form my behaviour from ex- 

ample. Sedulous attention has enabled me 

‘to rub off fome of the ruft by which 1 was 

encrufted, when firft we met at the Abbaye ; 
but though I hope my heart is intendered, 

1 am confeious that my manners are fill” 

rough, and my perfon very uncouth. 

«¢ T have never: loft fight of my original 

. ‘oath to watch over and protect you 5 when 

you have refufed my fervices, I have, well 

armed, followed at a diftance your fteps, 

convinced that the villain I have’ now 

punithed would never reft until by get- 

VOL. 717, _z .
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ting you into his power, he could fata 
his avarice and his vengeance | ‘But 
adverfe fate defeated my good intentions, 

_ When you went to the | vicarage, while I was 
abfent, tranfacting fome bufinefs for Me 
dame, from the note you left at ‘your 
departure, of the fraud praétifed to get 
you from the curé’s, nothing was fufpetted 
by either family, until your letter arrived in 
the morning, announcing your being cat 
vied off by Longuemain, and your fortunate 
refque by the valour of a Captain Fribourg, 
While T called: down bleflings upon your 

' preferver, he excited my envy; I was& 
verely mortified that you fhould owe your 
fafety to any one but him who was pledged 

to the on Dieu, to pied you at the hazard 
of his life! 

“* Again my intention was defeated. 1 
had traced. your fteps at a diftance, when 
ever you took your way to the Lake, until 
that unlucky night when I was fent by my 
Lady to Laufanne, to execute a commiffion 
of fome truft with her danguier. On my 
return, not feeing you in the faloon, I ef  
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quired of Suzette if you were taking your © 
evening promenadé, and which way you 

were gone; her anfwer was, fhe fuppofed 

to your favourite walk by the water-fide. 

It was then near dark, and alarmed, I knew | 

not why, I flew along the margin of the 
flood." I faw you not, but perceived this 
veffel, making every exertion to get out of 

‘the river. A thoufand fears filled my ima- 

gination; my heart mifgave me; I called 

loudly on your name, and was anfwered 

only by the echoes of my own voice. Dif- 
tracted by my terrors, I was at a lofs how 

to proceed ; there wasno time for delibera- 

‘tion; I refolved to inftantly follow the 

yacht; but how it was to be effected, was 
the queftion. 

6 While I was agitated almoft to mad- 
nefs, a fifhing-boat hove in fight. TI hailed 

it, and eagerly told my diftrefling tale, pro- 
mifing them every thing they could afk, it 

they would affift me in this exigence. On 

hearing that it was you, who had been fo 
kind to their wives and children, that had 

been carried away by ruffians, they ex- 
E 2
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. preffed themfelves eager to’ ‘olla nd. 

ref{cue you from their emip | ர வீர விஷ 
‘for their boat, and a couple of ftout y 

_ men, infifting upon landing the~ fathers of 
. families, whofe exiftence I would not cone 

fent to endanger. Their hardy fons pro: 

fefled themfelves ready to rifk life and fi 

_ for your deliverance | - 
5 | accepted their fervices. We ond 

with all our ftrength ; and at length, wit 

much laborious toil, came up with thole 

piratical depredators, who {eeing only: al 

fithing fmack, heeded us not, until ruAning 

clofe alonefide, we boldly leaped upon the 

deck, which being fmall, we foon came 0” 

clofe quarters." Trufting to my well-tem 
pered fabre, I gave a piftol to each of my 
companions. The firft perfon that met_ 

my fight was the villainous Longuemail, 

whom I inftantly recognifed, in defpité of | 

his maritime difguife. This affured me you, 

were again in his power; I repeated my 

vow, and firmly refolved to’ refcué yOu, or 

die in the attempt.” This I announced in 4 

voice of thunder, calling upvun him to fight 
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for his prize, or yield her up inftantly. “His 

anfwer to my challenge was the levelling a — 

carbine at my head; fortunately, it mifled 

fire. T ftruck it from his grafp, and’ like 
an enraged lion, Lattacked this foe to good- 

nets! Defperate was the engagement ;: fuch 

our irritation, neither felt the wounds given 

or received, nt?! faint and exhaufted with 

‘lofs of blood, both ட at the fame 

moment! 

“In vain had Longuefiain, with the 

moft horrible execrations, called for affitt- 

ance from his hireling crew; like all other 

mercenaries they kept aloof, refolved to fee 

what would be the fate of their leader, be- 

fore they interfered, and then unite with 

‘the conqueror. «They, as well as my honeft 

fellows, refted on their arms, and viewed 

the fanguinary conflict. When ‘life was 

ebbing faft, and we could no longer con- 
tend for victory, you ‘Mademoifelle ap- 

peared, again took the form of my guar- 

dian angel, and aflifted by your, humane 
attention, your. poor’ lacerated fervant; 

for I believe, that-without prompt aid, my 

E 3
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hurts would have proved ஆட் from ர 
ireful vengeance that direCted ‘the ftrokes 
of my antagonift. I fhould imagine thofe 
he received being applied with equal good 

will, mutt eventually terminate his ' af 
6006. ல் 

“* The death of Gerrard will sel 
your plan, by giving you prefent freedom, 
and enfuring your future fafety; for ‘no 
thing in human form, but that diabolical 
fiend, would feek to injure fo fair and ex 
cellent a creature.’’ 

When he terminated this account of 
himfelf, which through his recital “had 
caufed Chriftabelle to fhed thofe delicious 
tears, that flowed froma heart overcharged 
with gratitude, fhe repeatedly thanked 
him for his difinterefted attachment, praifed 
his good propenfities, and afflured him that 
the fhould never regret being a prifoner i 
the Abbaye, as it had made him a profelyte 
to religion and virtue, 

While: the truly pious Chriftabelle was 
applauding the correét condu@ of her pe- 
nitent, and gladdening his honeft heart by
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avowing, that whenever fhe was fettled, 

they would never part, her houfe fhould 

be always, his home, he felt renovated by ன் 

promife that infufed into his exhaulted 

breaft new life. The terrified failors an- 

nounced that a fhip was bearing down faft 
upon them. — If fhe proved an enemy; they 

were ‘loft, for they were better calculated to 

run than fight, having only a couple’ of 

- fmall fwivel guns, and a few mufkets, there- 

fore could not hope to beat off fo large a 

veflel as the one that now appeared crowd- 

' ing all her canvas to come up. with “them. 4 

They had but one chance: the yacht was a 
faft failer, and they muft have recourfe to 

flicht for their prefervation. 

The alarmed Chriftabelle, who again faw 

all her late flattering hopes about to be 

annihilated, with tears intreated them 10 

make at leaft an attempt to efcape. They 

were as eager as herfelf to fhun an Englith 

prifon, for by their ‘glafles they could defery 

fhe was of that nation. They ftrained every 

- nerve to avoid the’foe; but vain were their 

endeavours. The fituation of his favourite 
a
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made a very child of the shied Dale 
while fhe fhuddered at the horrid Bhi 
phemies that met her ears from the ட்ட 
bate Longuemain, when acquaint ed wih 
their prefent danger. 

But neither the prayers of the oot nor 
the curfes of the bad, could ftop the decres 
of fate! Their purfuers foon came up with: 
them ; fhe was new-built privateer from 

Briftol, well manned; carrying fifteen guns. 
-On feeing the infignifcance of her opps 
nent, fhe fired a thot over her to bring bet 
to, commanding her to inftantly {trike het 
colours to the Britifh flag, or they would 
pour in a broadfide that heals blow het 
out of the water. 

Convinced that they could make no 
effectual refiftance, regardlefs of the oaths 
of their madly-enraged commander, who 

‘ordered them: to fight till they died; but 
preferring life, even in flaver 'y, they hauled 
down the tri- colitis ed enfien, and prepared 
to acknowledge their conquerors, who {eon 
‘boarded and took poflefion of their prize, 4 
that the tars fwore was not worth powder |
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ge siete On the Captain ண his 

appearance, he was furprifed to find two - 

wounded men, and a beautiful young crea-. 

ture, who addreffed him in very correct Eng- 

-lifh, told her fad tale, that, inftigated by the 

worft of motives, fhe had ‘been ftolen. from — 

the protection of her friends, by the owner 

of the yacht; that her fervant, who lay 

ftretched on that mattrafs, had with’ two 

honeft Switzers purfued — and overtaken - 

them, in the hope of refcuing her. In the . 

attempt he had been feverely wounded, as 

_ was alfo the villainous Longuemain. ; 

She continued, that long taught to ad- 

mire the valour of his nation,, that report 

announced to be merciful as brave, fhe 

therefore hoped and trufted that herfelf and 

attendant fhould experience from him thg 

humane treatment that had rendered the 

Britifh name proverbial’ among nations. = - 

This appeal from. lips that rarely fued in 

vain, employed in pronouncing an eulogium 

upon his country, while throwing: herfelf 

upon his mercy, could not fail of effecting 

_ its purpofe» ue : 
* = E 5
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‘into. the Tartarus, the name. of his ve 6 

gallantly refigned his cabin to her ufe, and 

   

  

    

   
    

He gave orders for her inftant remoy 

on hearing the privations fhe had for fev 

days endured, recommended her to imme. 
diately repair to bed. . Before fhe could 

confent to avail herfelf of this comfortable 
offer, fhe intreated him to extend his kind | 
attention to her poor fervant, whofe wounds 
had never received any affiftance, but from 
a balfam which fhe happily had with here 

     

: when: torn from her friends; that the had 
prepared the dreflings, which one of the 
crew, with more compaflion than the rell,, 
had by. her directions applied. ap ale 

Captain Beaumont faid he was very forry 
“to be compelled to refufe a requeft that did 

her fo much credit, but he muft receive the 
_ Owner of his prize into his own fhip, and 
having taken feveral others, rs, he was quite 
fall, and really had no accommodation for 

-Dafrefne, therefore he muft remain in the 
yacht; but as he meant to make for the 
நம் Englith port, they would not be long | 1 ; 1 Meparated, and in the mean time he would — 
a = ‘4 a 

x : : 4 
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order his furgeon to examine: his hurts, and 

do‘all that was neceffary, and his fituation 
fhould be made comfortable ,by பட் த 

birth of his antagonitt. ் 

‘With this arrangement fhe was obliged 
to appear contented, though the well knew 
Dufrefne would think the greateft evil he 

could Have encountered was to be divided 
from her whom he idolifed and worfhipped 
as a divinity. Impatiently fhe waited for 
the return of the doétor: his account was 

moft favourable; he faid her patient was 
doing well, that his wounds:had never been 

dangerous, that her balfamic application had 

performed wonders, and he would foon be 

difcharged from the fick lift. Of Longue- 

_ main he gavyea very different account. From 

“being improperly treated by an ignorant 

empiric, a gangrene had appeared, which 

threatened a mortification, his fever ran 

high, whickh‘he increafed by inceffant ray. 

ings; in fhort, he thought his life drawing: 

near its clofe. 

“The pious Chriftabelle could not contem- 

plate the fate of her greateit enemy taus | 

E 6
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edited: to his. account tau counting hi 

beads, and offering up a Bie to Om 

potence for his finful foul. . While - 

Tartarus was beating about the Channel, i 

the hope of picking up a more valuable | 
prize, a form of wind arofe,:in which fhe | 
parted company from the yacht. The 02 
tain flattered. himfelf fhe had got into jon 
place of fafety, but great was the grief of 
our. heroine at. this intelligence x fhe had 5 
டா the elementary, confi with Une 
_fhaken firmnefs, but this account made her 
a very_woman.. In Dufrefne the had loft 
her only friend, and was: conveying a 6 
tive to a country where the knew not, nor 
was known to a fingle individual. . In her 
purfe fhe had about twenty Louis: dors; 
when they were expended, what was to bee ் 
come of her until the could write to, and” : 
obtain an anfwer from Madame | “Went 
worth? The provident care that had caufed > 
her to give her papers of confequence into 
that lady’s fafe keeping, fituated as the was, appeared ther greatelt misfor tune: had they’ g now been in her poffeflion, fhe might have 
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cafily procured பு to anfwer ’ the exi- 

gencies of the moment. : am 

Chriftabelle had been tried by fevere af. 

ப and had conduéted herfelf moft 

heroically. Young as fhe was, fhe had 

rifen above troubles, under which age and 

experience might have funk, but. hitherto 

fhe had met fupporting friends ; now, by a 

ftrange coincidence of adverfe circumftances, 

fhe was thrown wholly upon her own. exer- — 

_ tions; compelled to. combat, fingle-handed, 

againft adyerfity! The world was indeed 

before her, yet where on its face was an 

ifolated individual, without knowledge of its 

ufages, or wherewithal to purchafe its fa- 

vour, to find. a refling-place? ’ She had 

clung to her humble friend Dufreine, 2s 

one who might advife in exigency, who be- 

ing attached to her from principle, would 

prote@t her from infult; but he alfo was 

divided fromy her, and with poignant grief 

fhe reflected, that if the yacht fhould be 

retaken,.it was more than probable that 

Dufrefne, given up to his enemies, would 

become a martyr to his profelitifm.
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While thefe mournful வ். pers 

vaded her mind, fhe condemned herfelf for | 
daring to murmur, and arraign the wild a 

of that Providence, whofe miraculous inter. i 
_pofition in her favour fhe had fo often CX. 
perienced, . when all human help — feemed 
vain! She thought with Pope, ‘ that 
whatever is, is right ;”” for fhould the work 
fhe feared have happened, his not being in 
the fame thip with Gerrard would be a for- 
tunate circumftance, by enabling him to tell 
the ftory to his own advantage, “by faying, 
inftead of being his foe and antagonift, he 
was his friend and abettor, i 

Thus this truly eftimable young creature, 
. inftead of enervating her mind by pufillani- 

moufly yielding to defpair, tried to re-affure 
herfelf by embracing hope, and to. encous 
rage its delufive flatteries. She had read 

over a thoufand times the letters of her be- 
loved Henry; they were in her pocket 
when fhe was fpirited away by the emiffaries 
of Longuemain. She applied this precious 

~balfam to-her lacerated bofom, while her 
orifons were offered for their writer: flie 
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| kiffed, carefled, and wept over thofe tran- 

feripts of a faithful lover. Very different 

was the effect of the tender paffion on the 
mind of our heroine from how it is de- ° 

{eribed to a& upon romantic miffes ; inftead 

of emafculating her imagination, and ren- 

dering her imbecile and ina@tive, it roufed 
her energies, {trengthened her powers, and 

‘gave her courage to encounter thofe evils, 

thofe misfortunes, thofe difappointments, 
that ftrew the path of life! 

Chriftabelle loved warmly, truly, fondly, 

but it was a reafonable, rational paffion, 

founded upon the ‘only firm bafis for con- 

nubial happinefs, trufting confidence, per- 

fed efteem, and affectionate friendthip. In 

the changing bufy fcenes we have had to 

delineate, in which our heroine has been 

engaged fince fhe left Switzerland, there 

was no time to talk of the raptures of love, 

to pourtray her agonies, to count her tears, 

or number her fighs! It is moft true that 

we have not been fo diffufe on this intereft- 

ingefubjeét as many of our r contemporaries, 

becaufe we were wi bing" to,    
US 
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to the prolific imagination of our youthful 

readers, who will paint the feelings of | 

Ghriltabelle, when torn from her affianced), 
lord, with more animation and pathetic dif 

trefs than could: be expeCted from us,+who 

are pait the era of romance. We can aver, 

that the Maid of Rouen could do all things _ 

but forget, therefore failed not to pay thofe 

tributary. dues that the potent god of love 

has exacted from his votaries for time im: 

memorial. 

Having fuck our heroine. in hey ட | 

the protection of Britith valour, we will 

return to our friends amid the Appennines,
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VN the fatal evening a Chrifabelle’s ae 

parture, Madame Wentworth and 

Harriet were rather alarmed when they. 

perceived darknels covering the earth, and 

that fhe, did not appear; but on Suzette’s 
informing them that the always-vigilent 

Rouviere was gone to feek and wait upon 

her home, they made themfelves very ealy, 

until the fithermen, according to the orders 

they had received, came to the villa to ac- 

quaint Madame, that her fervant being con- 

vinced that Mademoifelle Chriftabelle was 

again inthe pofleflion of her enemies, they 

had lent him their-boat, and two of their 

fons, to purfue the yacht, which they trufted 

“they would overtake, and refeue thé yourrz 

lady, Rouviere having fworn that he ome 

never return without her. 2 gies 

_,Vhis intelligence was truly grievous .to 

beth, but Madame’s powerful mind enabled ©
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her better to combat. பதக்கம் befi deg, 4 

fhe had great faith in the exertions of aa 

trufty Rouviere, who, from whatever mo- — 

tive, was evidently attached to Chriftabelle. 

But Harriet, who adulated her friend, and 

whofe heart was already intendered bya 

fofter paflion, was wholly unnerved by the — 

fhock; without an effort fhe yielded to ex. » 

treme forrow. Her morbid fancy conjured 

up the moft horrid ideas; fhe faw the fifter 

of her foul expofed to endure every perfonal 

indignity from the vileGerard. Convinced 

that fhe would prefer death to difhonour, 

her terrified imagination prefented her bleed: 

ing corfe immolated by the dagger of the 

aflaffin! At another moment, fhe beheld 

her take the defperate plunge into the world 

of waters, that was to fave her from pok 

lution! Thefe fick fancies haunted her 

through the day, and robbed her nights of 

veft or fleep: nor would fhe be comforted 

by all the foothing powers of religious hope, 

norsthe leffons af philofophy urged by her 

bonne mére. Madame, feeling for the dil- 

trefs of all parties, became greatly alarmed
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when weeks paffed and no news of the ab- 
fent arrived. The fifhing-boat that. had 

een fet adrift by the crew on its.owners 

boarding the yacht, had been picked up in 

the river, and delivered to the fathers of 

the youths, while their fons were bemoaned 

by the mothers as dead. All the eonfola- 

tion that money could beftow was given > 

with a liberal hand by Madame Wentworth. 

During this time feveral letters had ar- 

rived for Chriftabelle, whofe feals were of 

courfe held facred, though fhe had no 

doubt who was the writer. She therefore 

withed to addrefs Captain Fribourg on the 
fubje&, but fhe knew not how to dire& to 

him. To her correfpondent Sir Everard 

the {poke diffufely of her own forrow, and 

of Hartiet’s defponding ftate of mind, which . 

Was evidently fapping her conftitution and 

deftroying her health, that all her accuf: 

tomed recreations were no more, their 

former amufements had ceafed to give them 

pleafure ; fhe was therefore refolved upon 

leaving Switzerland, that now. fhe could 

only view it asthe tomb of her former en-
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joyments. Mae Bee defirous of fevitiing | 

England until the time of her felf-impofed | 

banifhment was elapfed, fhe meditated mak- 
ing the tour of Italy, trafting that change 

of place, and variety of objeGs, would be of 

fervice in raifing the funken ae of the 

difconfolate Harriet. oe 

Recollecting with மட Ga he 

had, like a courteous knight, offered to be 
their efcort to Britain, it emboldened her to 
folicit that, if not particularly obliged to 
return to their country, he would take upon 
him the arduous. tafk of being her ceci ர. 
in the intended tour. His accepting this 
employment: would eternally oblige her} 

. for, deprived of the fervices of the intelli- | 
gent, active, honeft Rouviere, fhe fhould 
find herfelf much at.a lofs when left to the 
mercy of {trange domeftics.- She regretted 
that. fhe knew not how to addrefs a letter to 
Chriftabelle’s admirer, fuch fhe was affured 

- was Captain Fribourg, though, ftrange to 
fay, both of them had been perfectly tacl- 
turn to her upon the fubje@. 
Madame rej joiced thate Chriftabelle had 

ச்
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not kept thofe papers, of fo much conie- 
quence ‘to™ her future. eftablifhment, about ; 

her perfon; for, fhould her perfecutor 

convey her to England, with the intention. 

of forcing her to give up thofe precious 
documents, fhe: had: fortunately put it out 
of her power to. comply with fo nefarious 

ademand, they being fafely depofited in her 

iron cheft; and confcientioufly fhould ‘the — 

hold the truft, until they again met under 

more favourable aufpices. Of this defide- 

ratum, fo devoutly wifhed, fhe did’ not 

defpair, refting with full confidence in the 

omnifcient Ruler of the univerfe, by whofe 

interpofition this fair foundling had been 

fo’ often miraculouily delivered from her 

enemies. 
Before this explanatory epiftle arrived, 

Lord Everfley had reached Florence, juft'as 
his friend Eyerard was on the eve of depar- 
ture. The Baronet, left to commune with 

his own thoughts, had begun to find, from 
that invariable touchftone ofa lover, abjence,~ 
that Harriet Ancram had ‘taken full pol- 
feffion of his mind, and. filled his whole
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heart 5 that his future felicity would depend 

on her accepting his proffered hand; nor | 

had he much fear of its being rejected, 

when he reflected on the flattering partiality 

fhe had always evinced for him, as a daily. 

. vifitor at the villa, and the tender fenfations 

that throbbed in her breaft, which in vain 

the tried to fupprels, on the evening he 

took leave of the agitated charmer; nor 

was he much lefs affected by the ftifled fighs, 

the murmured adieu, and the kifs he con- 

trived to fteal, than herfelf. ‘Thefe cir- 

-cumftances had made an impreflion upon 

his imagination that time ‘could not erale, 

and abfence had’ now blown into an unex- 

tinguifhable flame. 

It was in vain he ftruggled பன் his 

love for Harriet and his love of liberty ; 

the former conquered, and he was refolved 
to return to the ‘villa, explain his intentions 

to his” good friend Madame Wentworth, 

and being in every acceptation of the term 
a free denizen, offer his hand, title, and 

fortune to the. woman whofe excellent 

heart, amiable manners, modeft undivided
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affection for himfelf, had prevailed over 
_ his prejudice againft wearing matrimonial 

chains, and made him a true convert to a 

virtuous paffion. | 

After greeting Lord Everfley upon his 

fate arrival, telling him that he expected — 

to hear that he had levanted to England, 

with fome Italian principeffa, but was per- 

feGtly rejoiced he had arrived juft in time 

to take his leave of him, as he now medi- 

tated to depart; he then with-his ufual 
honeft. candour avowed thofe fentiments 
which he fhould make the guide of his 
future conduct, that difeufted with French 
principles, and heartily tired of roving, he 
was on the wing for Switzerland, impatient 
to throw himfelf at the feet of his fair . 

enflaver, the amiable Harriet Ancram, 
offer to become her willing votary for life, 
if fhe would confent to bind her true knight 
in the feathery fetters of Hymen! While 

thus in buoyant fpirits he explained his 
intention, a *deep-drawn figh was emitted 

from the breaft of Lord Everfley, who, 
*
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"(Gil under a father’s control, was preclude. 

ed from following fo good an exantple. ~~ ] 

- டெஸ் Everard’s rallying him upon. his ~ 

fecret expedition, and claiming the promife _ 

given on his departure, of putting. him into — 

his confidence at his return, encouraged by 

the unreferved franknels. of his friend, he | 

prepared to lay open his whole heart to his 

infpeGion. He began by deferibing the | 

fenfations Chriftabelle had excited, when — 

it was his good fortune to fave her from © 

being immerfed in the river ; but not having 

feen her face at that time, abfence, varied 

avocations, and other objects moft probably 

would have obliterated the imperfect im- 

preflion fhe had made -on his’ fancy, had 

not the wonderful defcription himfelf had 

given of her exquifite beauty, her cultivated 

talents, her exemplary behaviour to her 

guardian, her heroic friendfhip when placed 

in a fituation that would have fhaken the 

fortitude of a Roman matron, awakened 

his dormant admiration! As -he con 

templated fuch uncommon perfeétions, it 
rouigd all his dormant fenfibilities, and ex
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cited in ‘his hitherto untouched heart a moft 

fervent uncontroulable paffion for the 
eftimable Maid of Rouen. Her image per- 
vaded his whole mind; he could fpeak, 
could think, could dream only of her! 

The romance of his difpofition was 

-brought into action, he wifhed to fee, to.- 
hear, to’ be introduced to her, under a 

- character nearer to her own rank in life, 

than that he was fated to fill. In fhort, he 

was defirous to gain an intereft in her 

bofom, to be loved for himfelf, not to owe 

her aéceptance of his fuit to his title, confe- 

quence, and riches! He was willing to 

facrifice all thefe adventitious gifts to her 

affetion, but not to gratify her ambition. — 

It was true that fhe had been tried in the 

crucible of adverfity, and had come forth 

pure without alloy; but who could anfwer 

how fhe would ftand the teft of unexpected 

grandeur ? Tempted by the offer of power, 

wealth, and a coronet, ‘might. not her ex- 

alted principles be fhaken ? _ Might fhe not, 

actuated by prudential motives, confent to 

beftow her hand where her heart could not — 

VOU, Tteas os F



ல்... CHRISTABELLE. * 

accompany the gift? . The very idea’of fuck 

a joylefs union, chilled the warm current, : 

that the thought of calling this fair crea-_ 

ture his, always occafioned to flow rapidly 

_through his breatt ! ் 

To fatisfy thefe doubts that made fuch 

inroads on his quiet, to be convinced by 

ocular demonftration of that merit he had 

been taught to eftimate fo highly by defcrip- 

tion, to try if it. were not poffible to gain 

for himfelf an intereft in her heart, glowing, 

tender, and difinterefted ; he refolved upon 

an immediate journey to the cantons! He 
then proceeded to give an account of his 

tour, and the refult fo flattering to his 

amour-propre. This~ has. been already 

recounted. Lord Henry fummed up the 

- whole by an avowal that if the Marquis did 
not confent to his marrying Chriftabelle, 

on hearing the ftory repeated he had then 

told, he could not anfwer for his own con- 

du&; moft unwillingly fhould he take a 

wife, in dire&t oppofition to the commands 

of his worthy father, but he had a facred 

vow regiftered in the archives of Omnipo- 

tence, never to wed another woman!
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Sir Everard had patiently and without 

interruption liftened to the prolix account 

of this enthufiaftic lover. Well he knew 
that to treat fo confirmed a paflion either 
too lightly or too ferioufly, would be to 

make his friend his enemy. He therefore 
wifely forbore, in this delicate predicament, 
giving any advice, convinced that however 
falutary it might be, it would be a bitter 
potion to fwallow. When preffed by Lord — 
Everfley for his opinion on the fubject, 
affured that like all others in a fimilar cafe, 
it was approbation he fought! he could 
only be prevailed upon to fay that both 

Chriftabelle and himfelf pofleffed his efteem 
and friendfhip, and he fhould fincerely re= 
joice in feeing them united in thofe bonds 
he was going to. puton! But they were 
differently fituated ; he was his own matter, 
had only to procure the lady’s confent, 

_Which he flattered himfelf would not be re- 
fufed : You, my dear Lord, have to combat 
the prejudices of an old Patrician family, 
who will think it a duty to oppofe your 

wifhes, I have too high an opinion of the 
F 2
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generolity of the Marquis, to fuppole want 

of fortune would fway him, but he views 

in you the prop and hope of his houfe. 

_ Juftly proud of his fon, he will with to fee 

you properly matched : thus circumflanced, 

will the Marquis of Aronville accept a 

namelefs daughter-in-law, who may be 

iprung from a low original, poflibly the 

offspring of an illicit amour? How “cal 

this cloud be difperfed, without- her parents, 

would acknowledse her, or chance fhould 

enable you totrace her origin? Thus fituated, 

Tallow that I have my doubts you will not 
-gain the confent of the Marquis, who, 252 

father, will feel it incumbent’ on him to’ 

prevent what he will denominate a a 

ful, ill-aflorted union!’ ~ 

While Sir Everard thus fenfibly arpued 

on the tingrateful topic, his frantic friend 

meafured the room with hafty ftrides, The 

truifms he had uttered brought the convic- 

tion how much he had to fear; how little 

to hope. Grafping the Baronet’s hand, he 

faid, “ Adicu to the agony of fufpences 

which I cannot longer endure; I will m- 
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flantly fet out for England, lay my ae 
open to my father, and from his mouth ; 

receive my doom. Should he reject my~ 

humble fuit, condemn his only <child to 

wretchednefs, he makes me an alien from 

that family whofe falfe pride will fix my 
future fate! Never. will. 1 behold them 
more, nor again fet foot on Britifh ground. 
I will become the being whofe femblance I 

borrowed to gain.my love. By the name 

of Fribourg I ‘will ferve in the Auftrian 

army, and by marrying my adulated Chrif- 

tabelle; under the charaétér to-which the 

_affianced herfelf, I fhall be the moft happy, 

the moft enviable of mortals!” ae 

*¢ | know your nature, dear Everard, to 

be too generous, your ‘principles too ho- 

nour able, to fuppofe for a moment you will 

break the promife you have given to faith- 

fully keep my fecret; Ihave therefore not 

ferupled “to. truft you. with my future 

plans.” 

“ You do me no more than juftice, 

Lord Everfley; I am incapable of -betray-- 

ing your confidence, however I may grieve 

Brg
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at your hafty decifion, deplore its confe, 
quences, and arraign the madnefs of a con 

du& that even your love of ‘an eftimable 

woman cannot excufe in the fenfible, correét, 

philofophical Lord Everfley, when oppofed 

to.the tendernefs and affection of fo kind, 
fo indulgent a parent as Seu are bleffed 

with.”” 

“ Tallow, Everard, all you fay is right 
and proper," but Tam hurried forward by 
an impetuous paffion, the mafter-key of my 
foul, that fways my conduét and turns me 
at its pleafure ;-in fhort, Chriftabelle is my 
fate,—I cannot exift without her! You are 
a happy, enviable man, you go to offer 
your devoirs, where you are certain they 

will be received with rapture. Long, very 
long may you enjoy connubial blifs, with 
the woman of your unconttrained, ele€tion. 
Comfort, and footh by. every friendly at- 
tention my beloved Chriftabelle, whom the 
being who adores her is for a time .con- 
{trained to quit; but long it cannot, mutt 
not,’ fhall not be! Ihave ftill much de- 
pendence on the parental indulgence of the
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Marquis,; who never “from BOF to 
puberty yet refufed a requeft of mine.” 

He now rang for his favourite James, 

whom “he ordered to have prepared his 

‘travelling equipage, and his baggage pack- 
ed for their inftant departure to England. ’ 

' The honeft fellow’s heart was exhilarated at 

the found. In hisslowly lot he was not 

difturbed by appalling doubts, he had no 
oppofing difficilties to encounter in his 

penchant for the pretty Suzette. It will be 

remembered, James, like. his lord, was 

alfo a lover, but his rank in the 10216 of 

exiftence precluded him* from thofe cares 

and thofe fears that harrowed up the 

‘breaft of his'opulent matter. He viewed 

Britain as his haven of reft, looked forward 

with delight to his grandmother's cottage, 

as his, long promifed inheritance, beheld by 

him with pleafure, as reminding him of the 

playful gambols of youth.’ In this fpot, 

with its venerated poffeffor and his pretty 

helpmate, he expected to enjoy happinels 

unalloyed, amid thofe relative ties, thofe 

domeftic comforts that endear to the poor 

F 4
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man his humble dwelling, and render | 

{weet his coarfe fare, procured by painful — 

toil and honeft ‘induftry, when it is fhared: : | 

் by thofe loved and cherifhed inmates. In 

vain the tempeft rages, the winds howl, 

‘the hail beats again{t their little lattice; 

they are not annoyed by the bluftering of 

the ftorm, which only caufes them to. “hover 

clofer around the well-piled blazing hearth. | 

Thus the honeft hufbandman, when — 

18 இட night returning, every labour {ped, 

He fits him down, the monarch of a fhed ; 

Smiles by his chearful fire, and round furveys 

His children’slooks, that brighten at the blaze, 

While his lov’d partner, boaitful of her hoard, , 

Difplays her cleanly. platter on the board.” 

To realize his flattering hopes, his ardent 

wifhes, James exerted himfelf fo actively, 

that in a very few hours he announced to 

his impatient lord, that every arrangement 
was made for their inftant departure. He 
arofe on the inftant, requefting Sir Everard, 

who meant to remain in Florence a few 
days REP to difcharge all his foreign
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fervants and pecuniary engagements, ds it 
would fave that time, every moment of 

~ which was now become fo* precious, until 
he could reach England, and know his 
doom. — This being promifed, he preffed 
with fervour the hand of his friend, again 
recommended to his protection his beloved 

Chriftabelle, fincerely withing him that 

happinefs with Mifs Ancram, which his 

-adverfe fate threatened to procraftinate if 

not to prevent him from enjoying. Thus 
faying, le fprung into the chaife, and bade 

the poftilions put the horfes to their ut-- 

molt fpeed!. ve 

Lord Everfley had: not left Florence one 
day, when the letter of Madame Went- 
worth arrived, fraught with intelligence that 

would have driven him to madnefs. On 
its perufal, that’ milk of human kindnefs,. 

which ever flowed in the breaft’ of Sir 
Everard, occafioned him to keenly feel for 

and truly commiferate the diftrefs of his 

friends. He would have undertaken any 
adventure, however dangerous, to reftore 

Chriftabelle to their: arms, but there was 

ro
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no clue to guide his fearch. Horrid idea! — 

the veflel was defcribed as fmall, in which 

fhe was conveyed away; it might be loft, 

or it might have reached fome port in 

France. In the cuftody of fuch wretches, 

the perfpettive of either fate was equally 
dreadful ! | 

An inftant’s refleCtion reaffured his fink- 

i. hopes; Omnifcience was all-fufficient, 

already had fhe been miraculoufly preferv- 

ed; it would therefore have been a crime 

to diftruft the goodnefs of Providence. A 
cheating ray fhot acrofs the gloom, - the 
yacht might have been made a prize by the 
watchful Englith, whofe veffels are ever 
hovering upon the Gallic coaft; fhould 
this defirable event haye happened, all 
might yet be well, convinced fo young and 
dovely a creature would, from his brave 
countrymen, experience the utmoft hu- 
manity! Thus fituated, fhe would write 
to the villa, and its inmates would foon 
rejoin her in Britain, or by fome chance 
the might meet her lover ; though there fhe 
would not think of feeking him, believing
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that he was then in Germany. Thefe - 

thoughts brought comfort. in their train. 

‘At all events, he was right glad his friend 

had haftened his departure, for it had faved 

him from knowing a misfortune that he 

could not have prevented, and fome intelli- 

gence might be obtained of the fate’ of his 

adulated miftrefs, ere the fad news reached 

him. ae 

The  defcription Madame had given of 

Harriet’s depreffed fpirits, would have 

greatly alarmed him, had he not flattered 

his amour-propre, that his prolonged abfence 

had fome thare in her regrets, and that his 

early prefence, and the offer: of his heart, 

would a@ as a fovereign reftorative. Of its 

eficacy, he meant to inftantly try the effect, 

by immediately proceeding to Switzerland. 

He merely wrote a few lines to .Madaie, 

announcing his intention ; he ftopped only 

to arrange thofe things entrufted to’his care 

by Lord Everfley, which having adjutted 

‘with his ufual celerity,’ ina very: few days 

he followed his letter. 

Love, that always gives wings to the 

F Oe
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impatient traveller, who is flying to the feet — 

_of his miftrefs, aided our Baronet’s fpeed, — 

who, by double fees to poftilions for extra — 
hafte, and to oftlers for furnifhing hin 
with the fleeteft horfes, managed to arrive 
at Violet Villa long before its mmhabitants 

thought it poffible for him to perform the 

journey. He was received with grateful 

pleafure by Madame, and with evident agi- 

“tation and tremulous delight by. Harriet, 

whofe fuffering mind was divided betwixt 

grief for the lofs of her friend, and joy at 

the return of the man to whom every im- | 

pulle of her heart was devoted. Sir Everard 

forgetting, or wholly carelefs of a third 

perfon’s prefence, {trained her to his breatt 

with a warm embrace; her fpirits weakened, 
prior to his arrival, her ‘contending emo- 
tions overcame her, and fhe’fainted in his 
arms. 

Frantic at beholding her fair face the 

emblem of death, fearing he had loft her 
for ever, juft as he began to eftimate her 
value, his actions were thofe of a madman. 

He called upon her by every endearing. epi-
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thet that affection could devife, — ~his ன ட்டர் 

Harriet, — the friend of his heart, —the 

wife of his eleGtion. While thus he apoftro- 
phifed, his agonifed tears covered her pale 

cheeks, he preffed her cold lips, and preyed 

fhe would live for her Everard. 

“Madame, who was the depofitary of her’ 

fecret fentiments in his favour, being very 

unlike the generality of her fex, heard with 

' fincere delight his ardent declaration, and 

future intentions for her protegée. She- 

comforted him by the affurance that Harriet 

-was only in a fit, to which, from the weak. 

nefs of her nerves, fhe, had lately been: 

much accuftomed, adding, with a {mile, 

« the will foon be reftored if you do not kill 

her with kindnefs ; but if you will confent 

to depofit your lovely burthen on the fettee, 

and ring for Suzette, I will anfwer for her 

refufcitation — to —” “ Oh dear, beft, and 

moft confiderate of friends, allow me to fill 

upthe blank by faying, to love and Everard!” 

The. femme de chambre now appeared 

_ with proper reftoratives; Harriet was foon 

recovered from a fwoon, which was occa.
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fioned more er pleafure than. pain. On 

perceiving her languid and tremulous, - the 

prudent Madame did not leave the lovers 

alone, though fhe faw her prefence could 

be difpenfed with by the impatient Baronet, 

who eagerly fought an opportunity to throw 

himfelf at the feet of his charmer, and pour 

forth the ebullitions of a heart overcharged 

with tendernefs. Though Madame well 

ee how gratifying the avowal of his” 

honourable paflion would be to Harriet, the | 

' was fearful her debilitated frame would again 

fink under fuch a flow of unexpected hap- 

pinefs. She therefore recommended her to | 

repair to her own room, where reft and 

quiet would enable her to regain her felf. 

poffeffion. She obeyed, though unwilling 

to lofe fight of her appreciated Sir Everard, 

for whofe fociety the had fo long fighed.. 

Upon her retiring, on Madame Went. 

worth’s ear. he poured his tale of love, fo- 
liciting her intereft in his favour with her 

adopted daughter. This fhe readily pro- 

mifed; but with her ufual candour told 

him, fhe was well affured that he was no 

|
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flranger to the paflion he had created in the 

breaft of Harriet Ancram before he. left 

Switzerland, therefore did not return in the 

character of a defpairing fwain; that being 

the fa&t, her interference would be a work 

of fupererogation! He allowed that her 

idea was juft, but vowed he did not fufpeé 

his good fortune until the parting evening ; 

it was then too late to avail himfelf of its 

knowledge ; nor until abfence had fhown 

him the true ftate of his own heart, he 

dared not offer his hand to Mifs Ancram ; 

but that he was returning with that intention 

prior to the arrival of her epiftle, Lord 

Everfley would vouch for him. 

A paffion fo well underftood by all parties, 

had nothing to ‘oppofe its progrefs. Sir 

Everard embraced the firft opportunity of 

being. alone with his fair one, with manly 

energy go urge his fuit, and exprefs thofe 

tender fenfations fhe had infpired. He had 

the fuperlative felicity to hear his enraptured 

Harriet exprefs a mutual flame ; and while 

he encircled her fragile form in his arms,
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| blufhing the எடம் how long fhe had | 

‘peen a defpairing votary of Cupid. 

Thus mutually pleafed,. ணன் happy, 

why was their union to be procraftinated by 

unneceflary delays, too often dangerous in 

love? Thus reafoned the fenfible Madame 

Wentworth ; therefore, when Sir Everard” 

intreated his Harriet to fix an early day to 
make him bleft, fhe willingly feconded the 

motion. Harriet -had nothing to urge 
againft the wifhes of her admirer ; fhe fighed 

on reflecting, that while fhe was fo favoured 

by Providence, what might be the fate of 

her unhappy friend!» But foothed, and 

encouraged to hope they fhouldvall agai 
meet in joy, by hini whofe arguments ௭௭ 

with his Beloved ever incontrovertible, fhe 

endeavoured to rally her fpirits, and meet 

him at the altar with {miles of gratitude: 
The ceremony was performed, by the 

worthy curé, and his lovely daughters were 
their blooming bridemaids, to whom Ma 
dame Wentworth had prefented very hané 
fome dreffes for the occafion, to which Lady 
Ardent, as a token of her efteem and frien‘ 

௮
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hip; added elegant pearl broaches, inclof ing 

a plait of Madame’s,. and her hair intermixt.. 

Thefe were appended from gold Venetian 

chains. ‘The bridal guefts after the cere- 

mony. repaired to Violet Villa, where. was 

prepared an excellent dinner. .A collation 

for, and prefents to the fervants, were not 

forgot, and fincerely’ was it deplored that — 

the eccentric Rouviere was not prefent to 

fhare their bounty. The abfence of her 

eftimable Chriftabelle on the happieft day of _ 

her life, a life the had helped to-preferve, 

was deeply, fincerely regretted by the fair 

bride, whofe bright eyes were fiooded with 

tears, in defpite of her efforts to conceal 

them, at a moment it muft-make her appear 

ungrateful to her generous hufband! He 

had no fuch ideas, but truly fympathifed in, 

her forrow, while he prefled her to his 

; thrabbing heart, and kifled away thofe. 

precious drops of feeling, he w hifpered his: 

admiration, his “approval of thefe amiable 

‘ fenfibilities, that doubly endeared her to 

him, and did herfelf fo much honour. ~ 

They {topped at the Villa a few days:



ராச. _ CHRISTABRELE. 

after மர் ம ண்ணல் 111- டம் time no face 

count of Chriftabelle arriving, preparations: 

were made for their intended tour through _ 

the Italian ftates. Sir Everard, whole 

‘© love appeared to have increafed, by what 

it fed on,” was moft anxious to leave Swit 

zerland, fuppofing that its well-known 

images were calculated to'deprefs the fpirits 

of his adored Harriet, by conftantly bringing 

her loft friend before her mental vifion. 

_ Madame had fortunately met with the family 

of an Englifh nobleman, who had been pro- 

pelled to quit Paris, which being in a ftate 

of complete anarchy, no longer offered them 

afafe afylum. He having lived too liberally 

in Britain, was ona tour not of obfervation, — 

but of retrenchment; driven from France, 

they had repaired to Laufanne, meaning to 

make it their place of reft. 

His Lordfhip, having heard from. his 

banker that Violet Villa, alwayspicturefquely 

beautiful, but now much improved by the. 

(2116 of its prefent pofleflor, was to be im- 

mediately difpofed of, was eager to become 

its purchafer. Every thing was foon fettled.
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_ to their mutual fatisfaction. He even hired 

the fervants, Madame retaining none but 

Suzette, fhe being requefted to confider her- 

_ felf the gueft of the Baronet and his lady. 
They did not part without a pang of re- 

trofpection from a {pot that had yielded them 
fo many pleafant hours, nor take leave of the 

excellent hearted La Tour without keen 

regret. The lively Catherine, who longed 

to emerge from the confines of the vicarage, 

which with a figh fhe denominated folitary : 

confinement, breathed an ardent with that 

fhe was to be their “* Compagnon du voyage.”? 

Her Ladyfhip looked as if fhe fhould like- * 
wife be glad of fo cheerful anaffociate. Sir 

Everard, who watched every turn of her | 

"_expreflive countenance to anticipate her 

wifhes, read the friendly fentiment in her — 

eyes, and inftantly exclaimed, ‘* If Madame 

and Monfieur La Tour can confent to part 

with their animated, laughing Catherine, I _ 

perceive the .exhilarating joy it will give to 

the ladies, and I will promife to return their 

Hebe fafe to their arms, either before we. 

revifit England, or after fhe has feen that
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| country fhe has fo often exprefled a detire to 

behold. On whichever they fhall மட் 

I will obey their commands.” : 

Catherine, almoft frantic with the idea of 

enjoying thofe various gratifications her 

active fancy had portrayed, fang, laughed,” 

danced and cried alternately, fometimes 

embracing the knees of her father and 
mother, and folding her filters to her agi- 
‘tated bofom, praying them to permit her to 
accept the generous offer’ of Sir Everard, 

_ and then arraigning herfelf as an ingrate, for 

meditating to forlake fuch’ kind, indulgent 

parents, fuch affectionate fifters! ‘They 

perceived her heart was fet upon feeing the 

world, and were not blind to the advantages 

that fhe muft derive from doing fo, in fuch” 
eftimable fociety. . 

The curé, moft grateful for ius polite 

offer, exprefled his fincere thanks, ,and 

accepted for his child the proffered pro- 

te@ion of the worthy Baronet. This fettled, 

her weeping fifters lent their affiftance t0) 
pack Catherine’s wardrobe, whofe deftina- 

tion in life a very few hours had aftonifhingl¥
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க “but greatly” to her own eats | 
140102. ் 

Monfieur La Tour was to receive all the 

letters that might arrive for any of the 

party after they had quitted Laufanne, and 

retain them until he heard they were ftation- 

ary, when they were to be forwarded. ° 

Prior to her departure, Madame Wentworth 

wrote to Monfieur Lambert an account of 

all that had befallen. herfelf, Harriet, and - 

the lefs fortunate Chriftabelle, {poke of the 

doubtful fate of Rouviere, the honeft, faith- 

ful domettic he had recommended to her 

fervice, whofe behaviour had juftified all, 
and more than he had afferted in his favour. 

She prayed him to make enquiries after, — 

and fet fpies to’ watch the condu&, actions, 

and purfuits of the wretch Longuemain, and 

his vile coadjutyix, as that alone’couldégive 

aclue to trace thofe unhappy victims de- 

voted to their fury. If fortunate in his, 

fearch, {he intreated that he would” neither 

{pare trouble nor ‘expence to deliver them 

from their perfecutors, and to write to her 

t
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the refult of his fuccefs. For this fhe fhould. 

hold herfelf his grateful debtor. | 

Thus Madame having done every thing - 

that wifdom, prudence, and affection could 
devife, to gain tidings of our poor heroine, — 
they took leave of the La Tours, and com-— 

menced their journey with the beft accom- — 
paniment to harmonize travelling, —-a firm 

refolution not to be annoyed by trifling cir- 
cumftances, but to take things as they found 
them, to glean.pleafure from every paffing. | 
objeét, in defpite of thofe untoward events - 

_which will meet us at every turn, and ‘crofs 
the path of our peregrinations in the journey. 
of life. Our focial party, with minds thus 
properly prepared. for happinefs, we will 
leave to its enjoyment,
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பப்ப 1. 

HILE the bridal party purfue their 
route to luxurious Italy, we mutt 

take a Parnaffian flight to England, in pur- 

{uit of our wandering lovers. Chriftabelle, 

who had not loft the intereft fhe had at firft 

created in the rough but honeft breaft of 

Captain Beaumont, wanted not the fcanty 

portion of comfort he could procure her in 

a privateer, that having made a fuccefsful 

cruize, was now crowded with prifoners. 

This determined the commander to make for 

the neareft port, to land men who were of 

the moft defperate affortment, whom he 

feared might rife upon him, and after mur-— 

dering himfelf and crew, take the vellel to — 

France, He was juftified in this idea; ” 

Longuemain,. whofe wound from proper 

treatment had put on a favourable appear- 

ance, and whofe perturbed fpirit was ever
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a€tive in கறல mifchief, had டட overs 

heard caballing with fome of his countrymen 

to this effect; to whom he was liberal of 

promiles, if they would. aid his prose 

returning to the Great. Nation. 

Of this plot he informed Chriftabelle, a 

his refolution of inftantly tacking about for 

Britain. To this determination fhe gave 

added promptitude, by portraying in vivid 

colours, the atrocious conduct of the aban- 

| 

  
doned Longuemain, even from his boyifh 

days: his ingratitude to his early | pros 

tector, his libertine’ purfuits, his fanguinary 

charaéter. Checked by no fears of God of 

man, there was no deed, however wicked, 

he was not capable of committing to gratily 

his lawlefs paffions. As an irrefragable 

proof, the recounted his reiterated purfuits 

of herfelf, and the felfith motives be which’ 

he was actuated. 

_ Thethoneft tar, thocked at hearing fuch 

va catalogue of enormities, eagerly defirous 

to rid the Tartarus of fuch a monfter of, 
depravity, gave immediate orders to crowd 

all fail, and make for old England. ‘While



CHRISTABELLE. 121 

this was performing, he vifited his prifoners, 
informed them i their {cheme would 
not take, and faw them doubly fecured. 
Fortunately, the wind blew fair, and fhe 

cut rapidly through the water, with a fa-: 

vouring gale; he foon defcended to the 
cabin, and ‘affifted our heroine to the deck, 

when he ட்ப, exclaimed, 
*¢ There, Mifs, look about you, and biel 

your bright oe with a peep at the white 

clits of Albion, that furround our dear 
little ifland, which is now the only fpot of 
real freedom on the face of the globe! I 
don’t fpeak of the favages, Mifs, becaufe | 

. they enjoy liberty, without ee its 

value.”? 

On Cae this objet, fhe did 

indeed feel a glow of pleafure pervade her 
Whole frame. This afferton ua று - 

wonder, ” avowed of our heroine, in whofe af 

fituation there appeared fo little. caufe for 
rejoicing, but Chriftabelle had ‘always felt” 
an unaccountable prefentimetit_ in favour. i 

of Britain ; had ever nurtured “the: idea, ae 

that it was there fhe muft feek thofe near. 

and dear connexions by whom fhe had 

VO. 115. GS  
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fo long ope to be டக உ She 

therefore greeted the fight of our friendly. 

fhores with grateful pleafure, maugre all 

the difadvantages under which the mutt be 

received by the natives. Her heart. felt re. 

lieved of an oppreffed load; her. long. 

depreffed fpirits rofe buoyant, and exhilarat. 

ing hope warmed her breaft, as the Tar: 

tarus, her white fails fpread to the breeze, 

entered the Briftol channel. ன் 

All was now joy, buftle, and confufion, 

with the happy mariners; fome eager to 

talk over, with their wives and children, 

their efcapes from danger, and their good 

fortune, for they had made a_profperous 

voyage; others to revifit their fweetheartsy 

and make them partakers of their luck; 
all were gratified and joyous, but thole 

whom the fate of war had condemned t0 

find their prifon-houfe, in a land of liberty! 

Each of his companions in misfortune were 

grieved, and forrowful, but Longuemaif 

was moft uproarious. Like a lion, taket 

* im the toils of the hunter, he lafhed himfelf 

with fury, writhed in agonies, weakened | 

5 
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his powers, exhaufted ‘his breath in curfes 
and execrations on himfelf, and every fur- 
rounding object! | 
“Captain Beaumont beheld his ன 

paflions without commiferation, told bim he 

was a bafe wretch, who had fhown no mercy 

to others, therefore could expeét none to 

be fhewn him; that he did not look upon 

him as a fair prifoner, but as a pirate, hoe 

vering round a neutral fhore, to waylay and — 

fieal its inhabitants.- As fuch, he fhould 

report him to the officers of the depét, 

whom he fincerely hoped would treat him 

according to his deferts. 

Chriftabelle, who had heard this fentence 
pronounced upon Gerrard, in tremulous 

accents inquired, if it was his intention to 

deliver her alfo to confinement. ‘ No 
fuch matter, my pretty mifs, you are. 

another guefs fort of a body, and I verily 

believe, to be as good as he is wicked; 

therefore, ought to be d——d if I did. 

U will reftore you to the freedom that va- 
pouring mounfeer meant to deprive you of. 

_ It thall never be faid,that Ben Beaumont was 

G 2
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- ‘When attacked by his nautical friends, 

on his allowing himfelf to be hen-pecked 
by his dafhing rib, his conftant anfwer was, 

< Itis all very true, F was devilifh fond of — 
Nance, who was as nice a wench as heart 

could defire; fo like as other fools have 

done before me, inftead of ftarting as | 

meant to go on, I gave the fteerage to her, 

and fuffered her to take me where fhe 

_pleafed. Having once felt the fweets of » 

coverning, fhe found it fo fuitable to her 

_ difpofition, fhe has never permitted me to 

guide the helm fince. This is the whole 

truth of the matter, my hearties ; and you 

that laugh at me now, have a care, when you 

are making for the coa{t of matrimony, you 

do not run upon a lee-fhore, and get ftranded _ 

upon the rocks of contention, by placing 

the rudder in the hands of a female pilot, 
like your friénd Ben Beaumont.’ 

To this emprefs of her domain, Chrifte- 

belle was introduced by her honeft, well- 
‘meaning helpmate, with, ‘* Here, Nance, 
I have*brought you’a nice little companion, 
a roving fmack, to be fure, therefore fhe is
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not over well rigeed ; worle luck for her! 

She has been twice a prifoner; firft run 

away with by a French rogue, and retaken 

by a true Englifhman. Her’s is a doleful 

ftory, but fhe will tell you all about it. I 

am certain fure you will be kind and good 

to her, as I promifed, and let poor mam/fel 

bide here, until fhe can hear from her re- 

lations.” 

While liftening to. this addrefs, Mrs. 

Beaumont drew up her form into what fhe 

denominated ftately; her brow contracted, 

and her eyes flafhing angry glances, as fhe 

meafuted our oppreffed heroine; fhe an- 

fwered this ‘appeal, with, “ Indeed, Cap- 

tain, you are wondrous generous, and 

mighty free with your offers of my fervices ; 

but before. you brought home your out- 

landifh favourite, to take poffeffion of my 

houfe, I might have been coniulted. Leave 

is light, as they@ay in my country. I hope 

I need not now repeat what I have fo often 

aflerted, that, valiant Captain, you mutt 

content yourfelf with ruling the roatt 

aboard the Tartarus, for lam, and “will be 

G4”
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miftrefs of this manfion, which no one 

thall inhabit but with my good liking ; and ’ 
well you know, Ben Beaumont, T hate and | 

deteft the whole French nation, men, Wo 

men, and children, who are not fit to be 

received into any chriftian family, for they 

are all fans culottes and jacobins, whe 

would make nothing to get up in the night, 

and ‘murder us in our beds.” 

Not fuppofing her to underfland it, 

Chriftabelle was condemned to hear this 

taunting harangue in filence. From its 

tenor, the perceived the commencement of 
thofe troubles and mortificatidns fhe was 
fated to encounter, in a country fhe had fo 

ardently wifhed to vifit, trufting it would to 

her be a haven of peace. Alas! all was 
darknefs and difappointment. She would 

have fpoke, and tried to foften the wrathful 

indignation of this enraged Tyfiphone, but 
fhe feared her interpof@ion would “be 
deemed an impropriety, and only make 
matters worfe. Chriflabelle, an adept 2 
the Lavaterian fyftem, had read at a glance 
the character of the Captain’s lady, She
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perceived, that however her nautical friend 

might rule the fubjeéts of his wooden 

world, on the high feas, on- terra firma 

he was no commander; that Mrs. Beau- 

mont took that trouble upon herfelf, con- 

ducting the home department with defpotic 

fway and mattery, from whofe decree there 

was no appeal ! 

This wittol hufband, this crouching flave 

in his own houfe, in his proper element was 

as courageous as a lion; a brave, ன, 

free-hearted fellow, * would fight his -veftel 

with an enemy, ‘muzzle to muzzle; a very 

blackbeard in prowefs; would face the 

moft fuperior force, without flinching, op-. 

pofe any thing, every thing but his precious 

limb, in a paroxyfm of paflion,—to meet. 

this he was a very coward! Avowing, ina 

fea-phrafe, rather than brunt that fquall, he 

would prefer boxing the compals, in the 

Bay of Bifcay, when the wind was boiite- 

rous enough to “ blow the devil’s horns 

Ge eee 3 

Tt will eafily be fuppofed, that however 

the hufband might, and really was defirous, 

ees
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to make the afylum he had offered his 
pretty prifoner both comfortable and plea. | 

fant, afluredly his lady wife would prevent 
his withes, if only to maintain her authority, - 

Chriftabelle, accuftomed to excite an in- 

tereft with her auditors, exerted her powers 

‘to pleafe ; but fhe foon found that ‘fhe was 

not likely to fucceed. Mrs. Beaumont lif- 
tened to her eventful hiftory in fulky doubt, 

hoping to catch her in two ftories; fhe 
erofs-queftioned her, like-an Old-Bailey 

goynfellor ; but as fhe riever veered from the 

éruth, her wary fcrutiny was unfuccefsful. 
Provoked at lait, the faid, 

_ © Allthis is mighty ftrange, and very 

wonderful, but fo like them there ftories that 

- we read in thofe novel books, that I cannot 

believe a fingle word of it. Is it likely, any, 
man in his fenfes would put himfelf to fuch 
expence and trouble, and venture his life 

twice, for the poffeffion of a baby-faced 

_ girl? This I cannot credit; lam, mam/él, 

only a plain-fpoken, vartuous woman, who 

has a character to fupport amid my con- 
nexions, therefore I cannot confent 00
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ரமி 116 picts you in my ட and 

as the Captain has been fo generous, he beft 
knows why, to give you your liberty, and 

promife to be your protector, I dares to 
fay he will take care to find you fnug lodg- 

ings. At all events, I am refolved not to 

have his French mifs brought. home under 

my very nofe!. This night you may fleep 

with my cook, becaufe you fhall not fay we 

Englifh want humanity and hofpitality, and 

that I turned you out of doors, though you 

ought never to have been*brought in; but 

to-morrow you mutt trudge. ee 

Poor Beaumont'was truly fhocked at the 

conduct’ of his termagant wife; he at- 

tempted to footh her, by pleading the 

caufe of youth and beauty in diftrefs, a 

helplefs. prifoner ‘in a ftrange country. 

This only made matters worfe, by changing 

the object of her anger; on him fhe now. 

poured forth the vial of her wrathful indig- 

nation. Confcious how unjuftly he was 

aceufed, of meaning aught except parental 

kindnefs, in the prefent inftance, toward 

the innocent Chriftabelle, whom he beheld: 

crs ©
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overwhelmed with grief by fuch. crue! 
fufpicions, his long-tried | patience fled. 

Roufed to manly exertion, by the yile far. 

cafms of his incenfed rib, he tried to com. 
fort the pitiable objet of her malice, by an 
affurance that he would not forfake her; 

but fince he could not procure her an 

afylum under his own roof, he would find 

one proper for a modeft young woman to 

abide in, before he returned. .He now de. 

parted in a violent paffion, in defpite of the 

opprobious epithets beftowed upon him by 

his domeftic fhrew, and the earneft entrez- 

ties of the affrighted* Chriftabelle, who 
prayed that fhe might not be the caufe of 
contention. ee 

Left alone to bear the brunt of Mrs. 
Beaumont’s exacerbated rage, it was poured 
in a torrent upon her defencelefs head- 
All the atrocities committed by her. coun- 
trymen were recapitulated, and fhe made 
amenable for their faults, follies, and crimes. 
Perceiving that her accufer was too preju- 
diced to hear reafon, too. determined to 
believe that her hufband’s condu€t was a¢-
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tuated by the worft inftead of the beft mo- 
tives toward herfelf, the deferted Chrifta- 
belle, folding her cloak around her, fat fad 
and forrowful, nor attempted to juftify her 
own behaviour, nor deprecate her anger, 
but in filence liftened to the bitter threats. 
of vulgar infolence, while the afperity of 
her outraged feelings fought relief in a 
copious flood of falutary tears. 

This behaviour, which her antagonift 
denominated contemptuous, rendered her 
frantic, until her paffions were exhaufted 
by their own violence, from wanting the 
fuel of ‘retort to feed the flame. Though 
almoft ‘choaked, fhe poured forth abufe in 
the language of a Poifurde, vowing, that 

fhe would inftantly turn her out of doors. 

At the moment fhe: was advancing, to put 
her threat into execution, the commander 

of the Tartarus made his appearance, who, . 

while he feated his wife in her chair with 

- one hand, with the other feized the agitated 
Chriftabelle’s, exclaiming, 

“Come along, never mind what that 
violent woman fays, her words are no fcan-
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dal; be of good cheer, I have procured 

you a fnug birth, in fafe moorings, and: 

fmooth water; fo let’s crowd all fail, my- 

tight little are to enable us to weather 

this bluftering ftorm.” Taking the arm 

' of the oppreffed and aftonifhed Chriita- 

belle, he hurried ott of the houfe, in 

{pite of the mufcular oppofition of his 

aftounded helpmate, who having never yet. 

feen him fo determined to have a will of 

his own, began to fear fhe had gone too 

far! She therefore refolved to ‘try the 

power of an hyfteric ft; but roufed by her 

unjuft accufations of himfelf, and her in 

human treatment of the innocent Chrifta- 

belle, this laft refource of a jealous wile 

failed of its wonted effeét. Calling the maid‘ 
to take care of her miftrefs, whom he left 

{ereaming and kicking upon the floor, he 

quitted the houfe with the affrighted போட 

tabelle, deaf to her intreaties for him to 

return to Mrs. Beaumont, and leave her to 

her fate. 

This he fwore moft furioufly he cull 

not do, till he had feen her in fafe anchor-
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age, and that fhe would foon be with his 
fifter Befs, who was another guefs fort of 

a body, than Madam High and Mighty. 
She had" been left a widow, poor wench ; 
her hufband had_ been like himfelf, a failor, © 

and. was wrecked on the rocks of Scilly, in 
a Weft-Indiaman, when returning from a 

profperous voyage, in which every foul 

perifhed. ‘* But fuch, mam/el, is too often 

the fate of us tars, He was an honeft 
fellow, and the Briftol merchants, though 

they loft their fhip and cargo, took pity on 

his wife and children, for they were a 

couple of boys; they made a fubfcription, 

which enabled her to purchafe the leafe of 

a houfe at Clifton, in which the takes 

lodgers and boarders; being civil and at- 

tentive, fhe has always plenty of the beft 

affortment ; has throve mainly, been able 

to educate her fons, and got them provided 

for, through the intereft of fome of the gen- 

try who have occupied her apartments. Qne 
isa cadet, at Woolwich, and the other a 

midfhipman inthe பரோ pee upder the 
gallant Sir pg
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sc When madam at home got upon the 

high ropes, and fhowed off her jealous airs, ] 

1 was certain fure there would be no birth 

for you in her houfe, but determined not 

o forfake a poor lals I had promifed to 

protect, 1 bethought me of Sifter Bet’s, fo 

feered direct for Clifton, told her how the 

wind fet at College-Green, and aflured her 

you was an ill-ufed, virtuous young crea- 

ture, who had been ftolen from your 

friends, and thrown on the humanity of 

ftrangers ; that I would engage fhe fhould 

be no lofer by affording you countenance 

and fupport, until you could make your 

relations acquainted where you were. 

Therefore, cheer up, mamfel, having pres 

pared my filter to receive you, with whom 

you will be very comfortable ;. fhe is not 

fuch a vixen as my dafhing dame.” 

The grateful heart of our heroine 

throbbed almoft to burfting, on hearing the 

arrangement made by this worthy fon of 

Neptune, for her proper accommodation 

She could not find words to fpeak her 

fenfe of the obligation he had conferred;
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_ but the tears that {treamed from her beau- 

(6008 eyes, {poke more eloquently, and im- 

prefled the thanks fhe ‘would’ have uttered 

more forcibly on the heart of the honeft tar, 

han could have done the moft florid fpeech. 

Though thus fenfible’ of his kindnefs, fhe 

politely, but pofitively refufed to accept any 

pecuniary affiftance. His honourable be- 

Kaviour, when fhe became his prifoner, 

rendered that unneceflary. “ She was in 

poflefion of twenty louis d’ors ; her 

watch, chain, bracelets, and feveral rigs, 

of fome but not great value: thefe, fortu- © 

nately, ornamented her perfon, when car- 

ried of from Laufanne. This property, 

fhe trufted, would be fufficient to fatisty her 

humble wants, until fhe could make Ma. 

dame Wentworth acquainted with her place 

of refidence. = 

Her generous deliverer was mortified at 

her refufal, until fhe affured him; that 

fhould her. finances fail, fhe would not 

fcruple to make him her banker, until, by 

regaining her papers, fhe could be put inte 

poffefion of her own fortune, which, hap-
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pily for her, was lodged in the Englif 

funds. 

This converfation brought them to the 

houfe of Mrs. Brownlow, to whom he in.» 

troduced Chriftabelle, “ as the mniceft - 

mam/fel that. France ever produced, who . 

would tell her all about herfelf in very good 
Englith.” Then giving her a hearty fhake 
by the hand, he faid, <* Now, d’ye fee, you 

are in fafe quarters, I'll pufh my boat off for 

College-Green, for I fuppofe by this time 
Nance has hauled her wind, had her cry 

out, is come to her fenfes, and afhamed of 

her inhumanity to a poor emigrant.” , 

Mrs. Brownlow folicited him to ftop an¢ 
dine with them ; his anfwer was, “‘ No, thank 

vou, fifter, T fhould do little credit to your - 
beef, for though I know Iam right in the 

-prefent cafe, and fhe be wrong, yet I cannot 
be happy until madam and I be friends, for 
you know fhe isa deyvilifh handfome wench, 
and in fpite of her faults 1 love-her with all 
my foul, though I muft allow fhe be fome- 

times a little provoking ; but I generally let 
her have it her owa way; then. it is fmooth
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water, and we fail before the wind. I never 

was fo angry as to-day, when fhe roufed all 

the man within me, by her cruel abule of 
poor mam/el, of whom fhe took it into 

her head to be jealous, God knows without 

the leaft caufe. Good bye; [hope you will 
like-each other. I fhall fleer back, and 

kifs Nance into good humour.”” 

With a filen® bfefiing Chriftabelle faw 

him depart. She found Mrs. Brownlow .a 
good fort of woman, in the right acceptation 

of that indefinite term ; civil, intelligent and 

friendly, with a fuavity of manners acquired 

by affociating with the fociety in which her 
fituation had occafioned her to mix. An 
hour paffed in converfation with our heroine, 

aroufed all her commiferation for fo lovely 

a young creature, torn from her home, her 

connexions, and country, by the machina- 

tions of a villain. 

She eflayed to footh her grief by tender 
condolence, and offered the ufe of her ward- 

robe until one could be procured for her, 

obferving, however fhe might be preju- 

diced againft the Englith, by her firft re-
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ception from a violent individual, fhe would 

find the nation in its aggregate charaéter 

humane, hofpitable, and charitable, ever 

ready to aflift the unfortunate, and’ do juftice 

to the oppreffed; fhe gloried in being born — 

a Briton, a land that gave freedom to the 

flave the moment he fet his foot upom it! 
that her fate had thrown her amid a peo: 

ple, who were equafly @profufe of their 

bounty to the fafferers of other kingdoms, 

as they were to relieve the wants of their 

own, “even, Ma’am/elle, to thofe who have 

been hitherto denominated their natural ene- 

mies, though 1 think, as Chriftians, none’ 

. thould be fo called, for you will find that 

when the revolution drove the roach forth 

as wanderers upon the face of the earth, 

this was the fpot on which they found a place | 

of reft! Our hearts yearned for their mis- 

fortunes, we felt for their perfecutions, and 

all that would accept it were allowed anil 

ftipends from the treafury. 

This exulting eulogitm on England, that 

had made Mrs. Brownlow eloquent in the 

praife of her countrymen, was heard with
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pleafure:by Chriftabelle, thus reftoring them 

to that good opinion fhe had always nurtured 

in their favour. Again her bofom throbbed 

with the long foftered idea, that in this dear 

ifland fhe fhould yet be happy ; that here 

her horofcope would fhed its benignant 

influence. She was conduéted to a neat 

chamber, and accommodated with a change 

of apparel by her kind hoftefs. . 

Our poor wayfaring heroine now breathed 

freely ; it was the firft moment of comfort 

the had experienced fince her departure 

from Switzerland. Her mind was a chaos 

of mifery, that fhunned  inveftigation. 

Mental terror, and bodily fuffering, though — 

it could not obliterate the: paflion the felt 

for her well-appreciated Henry, had check- 

ed its ardency, ftagnated thofe vivid fen- 

fations, paralyfed thofe animated hopes, 

thofe tender fears, that form the very effence 

of love, and are fo neceffary to feed that 

flame, which burns the brighter through 

tears, and lives upon a figh, is foftered by 

difficulties, fanned by indulgence, nurtured
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by folitude, heated by enthufiafm, and trom 

our weaknels gains ftrength ! 

Such would have been the fenfations of 

Chriftabelle, had fhe continued in the 

quietude of Violet Villa ; ; fupinely. yielding 

to the flattering, pleafing delufions of a 
youthful imagination, ever portraying her 
beloved Henry in the vivid colours of ardent 

affetion, fuch as the had beheld him at 
their laft parting, breathing at her feet ever- 
lafting vows of conftancy and truth. But, 
alas, this tranquil f{cene how changed ! and 
in the horrors fhe had been compelled to 
witnefs, affrighted love had fled before the 

demons of defpair. Since fhe left the Lake 

of Geneva, there had been no time for 

tender recolleGtions ; in her fituation fhe 

was called upon for an exertion of thofe 
powers with which fhe was by nature won- 

derfully gifted. . 
Let us caft a retrofpeGtive view over 

her late severe trials; torn from’ her 
country, her friends, her lover, through 
the artifices of a monfter of j iniquity, expofed 
to fuffer every eee that could fhock a
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delicate woman, to behold thofe who offered ’ 

themfelves victims to fave her, mangled be- 
fore her eyes, called upon to exert her 
energies in the moment of extreme peril 
to fave her laft hope from wounds and 

death, obliged to witnels a fanguinary con- 

fi& upon a boifterous element, and on the 
tefult to find herfelf a fecond time a prifoner 

to a people to whofe ufages fhe was_ totally 

aftranger, and when by a recital of her fad 
ftory, fhe had made a friend of her captor, 
no fooner had fhe fufpired the air of Eng- 

land, than her reception had been the moft 
mortifying to her amour-propre, rejected, 

infulted, and driven forth as an unprincipled 

wanton ! — 

Such wére the novel fituations in which 

our heroine’s adyerfe ftars had placed her, 
from the period of her quitting Lau/anne to 
her findings a fafe afylum with Mrs. Brown- 
low. Inthe filence of her own room, fhe had 

.time to look’ back on the paft, which fhe 

viewed asa terrifying dream. Confcious fhe 

had been fupported by fupernatural power, 

her firft employment was to pioufly thank
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her fhort but turbulent journey of life, the 
‘was fummoned by Mrs. Brownlow to the 
dinner table. They fat down to it alone; 
at that time fhe had no boarders, the larger | 
part of her houfe being occupied by a widow 
of fafhion,. who had her own eftablifhment. 
Our heroine’s heart, entendered by the 
kind, nay, almoft maternal attention of hér 
hoitefs, with the candour of her unfufpedt- 

Ing nature, fhe recounted the eventful {tory 
of her early life, referving only her bofom’s 
hoarded fecret, her attachment to and en- 
gagement with her beloved Henry. — 

Mrs. Brownlow heard the recital of fuch 
painfully trying fituations, fuch hair-breadth 
{eapes, fultainied with fo much fortitude by 
fo fragile and gentle'a creature, with amaze- 
ment and admiration; while tears of pity 

filled her eyes, fhe exclaimed, ’twas ftrange, 
‘twas wond’rous ftrange. Viewing her 
efcape from thofe perils as miraculous, fhe | 
Pioufly recommended to the youthful ful 
ferer, to place* her truft and confidence in 
her heavenly Father, for without his pre- 
ferving arm had been ftretched over her, 

VOL. 111 - H
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“fhe could not have been faved from the 

deftruétion meditated againft her by the” 

machinations of the wicked ones of the 

earth. Of this truifm Chriftabelle was well 

affured; her bofom was fraught with ஜலம் 

tude to the Omnipotent Lord of the univerke, 

upon whofe goodnefs and mercy fhe had 

always relied, nor ever failed to entreat his 

fupport in the hour of danger; and when: 

furrounded by death, her fervent afpirations 

arofe to his throne for fuccour nor when 

refcued did fhe forget to afpirate her humble 
thanks, that her petition had been heard. 

* Chriftabelle being without a change ot 

‘apparel, the following day’ was to be dedr- 
“cated to procure her that effential neceflary. 

Under the guidance of Mrs. Brownlow, het 

modeft wants were eafily fupplied, without 

trenching very deeply on the contents of het 

{mall purfe. Her head wanted ho ornament 

but her fine luxuriant hair, which beimg. 

braided, fhe wound around it in the Grecial 

coftume. Her drefles wefe compofed of 

Britifh cambrick, formed into fimple wraps 
7 ௩
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but beauty, grace and dignity, fuch as were - 
' beftowed by nature upon our heroine, could 
receive no aid from fantaftic fafhion, nor — 
needed the glare of coftly habiliments to 
attract all eyes and fafcinate all hearts! © 

Her kind hoftefs, to whom fhe was at 

once an object of commiferation and af- 
fection, with a fentiment worthy the moft 
boafted philanthropift, in her forlorn con- — 

dition treated her with more fedulous at- 

tention than fhe would have beftowed on the 

moft great and powerful, that were rich and 

happy. . Chriftabelle had claims upon her 

fenfibility they could not make! She beheld 

her as a moft interefting young creature, _ 
torn from her connexions, poor, and a 

prifoner in a ftrange land! Wholly unlike 

her fifter-in-law, her innocent helpleffnefs 

pleaded powerfully for her in the breaft of : 

Mrs. Brownlow, who intreated her to make 
herfelf as comfortable as fhe could in her 
Prefent fituation, as her houfe fhould be her 
fafe afylum, until fhe was ‘reftored to, or 
heard from Madame Wentworth. 

Grateful for her promifed prote@tion, fhe 
H 2
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kiffed her hands, and poured forth thanks 

to this worthy woman, and then retired to * 

write an account of all her romantic mifad. 

~yentures to her dear friends at Violet Villa, 

whom fhe flattered herfelf fhe fhould foon 

embrace in a land of freedom. In the in 

terim, if Madame Wentworth did not deem 

it fafe to forward the documents of her pre- 

perty, fhe requefted that fhe would not 

neglect to fend immediately a bill on her 

banker for a fupply of cafh, as the purchal 

‘of mere neceflaries had reduced her very 

fmall {tock of money, and though the com 

» fiderate Mrs. Brownlow would take but one 

guinea a week for her board and lodging, 

yet this, trifling as it was, with other inevi- 

table expences, would foon leave her with 

out a fhilling. Only the moft imperious 

neceflity could. prevail upon her to pat 

with the watch and feals, the laft gift of het 

beloved protector. Still _unactountably | 

fhrinking from an avowal of her love | 

Captain Fribourg, it was only in the ‘poll 

fcript that fhe could bring herfelf te requell 

that any letters thats might. have arrived for. 

|
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her fince her enforced abfence, fhould be 

forwarded to her addrefs at Clifton. 

In the impervious folitude of her cham- 
ber, Chriftabelle took a retrofpective view 
of the paft, and wondered what would be 

the events of her future life. Weare com- . 

pelled to admit that love had regained his 

power; it pervaded her mind, ‘and filled” 

her heart, but not wholly to preclude the 

claims of friendfhip. She thought of the 
excellent Madame Wentworth with the 

moft refpeétful efteem; of the tender Har- 
tiet Ancram with warm affection, with a 

pleafing remembrance of the many happy 
hours fhe had pafled with the eftimable La 

Tours ; and with commiferation and grati-” 

tude for the doubtful fate of the humane 

Dufrefne, who fhe feared had loft his life 

in an effort tg preferve her honour. She - 

had inquired of Captain Beaumont what he 

fuppofed had become of the yacht, and 

was an{wered briefly, “ that fuch a fair- 

‘weather cock-boat was little calculated to 

combat a rough fea; that for a certainty 

_ fhe had foundered in the gale in which they 

a



150 CHRISTABELLE. 

parted company, aa all oa board were 

gone to Davy Jones’s Locker !??* At the 

dreadful ideas this anfwer aroufed, her eyes 

filled with tears, and fhe trembled violently. | 
On beholding her thus affected, the 2 
exclaimed, 

“ Don’t take on fo fadly, Mam 7/8. is 
the fortune of war; I believe the French. 
man was an honeft fellow, therefore the 

fitter to go aloft. I think it would have 

-been better if your > villainous. lover had 

went.in his ftead, but he is faved to do more 

mifehief. -I fent off the rafcal well fecured | 

with’ my other prifoners, under a ftrong 
-guard, but I was fuch a d d fool to let 
him keep poffeffion of his cafh, by which he 
found the way to buy his liberty. Having 

made his efcape, he is either ikulking about 

the coaft, or more probably has returned to 

the /ans culottes, by whom I hope he ye 
foon be gwilotined.” | 

This was dreadful intelligence for பண் 
tabelle; to find her infatiable enemy was 
roaming at large, for from the machina- 

tions of fo artful a plotter, the could not 
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believe any fpot of the habitable globe could 
afford her a fafe retreat. With only Mrs. 
Brownlow for her guard, fhe mutt not ven- 

‘ture out to enjoy a rural ramble amid the 

beauties of Clifton. The brother of that 

lady, fubjugated by the fear of his’ wife’s 
anger, dared not offer to be their efcort ; 

for, to patch up an uncertain peace, he had 

been propelled to promife that he would 

not keep up any fort of intercourfe with his’ 

French favourite, under the pain and pe- 

nalty of her quitting him for ever. 

This docile, uxorious hufband, nated 

at the tremendous threat, vowed implicit , 

obedience to his imperious commander. In 

confequence of this impofed abfence, he was 

only able to make one ftolen vifit, to bid 

his fifter farewell, prior to his taking an- 

other trip in the good fhip Tartarus, though 

he avowed, of all women in the world he 

loved Bet beft, faving and ப்ப his 

own Nance. 
It was in this hurried moment that he had 

alarmed Chriftabelle, by announcing the 

‘flight of Longuemain. Her late peaceful 

H 4
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retreat was now transformed into a_prifon, 

without affording her fecurity. Agitated 

with ‘fear, the ftarted from her down bed, | 

that was now changed to the couch of Pro. 

cruftes 5 the terrific vifions of the night op- 

preffed her {pirits through the day; her » 

fancy was haunted by appalling images, that 

-poifoned every enjoyment, and precluded 

every employment. « Liftlefs and inert, the 

‘fat brooding over ideal miferies, until fhe 

realifed the phantoms her morbid mind had 

conjured up to appal her. Our ardent, 

high-fpirited, {trong-minded heroine, was 

faft finking into defpondence; a poor tre 

mulous, negyous mortal, appalled at a fha- 
dow, flarting at a found, and fainting af a- 
breeze! 

Mrs. Brownlow beheld, with fincere re- 

» gret, this fair flower crufhed by the “ pelt- 

ing of the pitilefs ftorm,” bent to its parent 

earth. From her refidence at Clifton fhe 

had been frequently compelled to witnefs the 

ravages made by dire confumption, that 
difeafe of the Englith, which battens on the | 
young and ie beautiful ; a diftemper often |
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produced, and always accelerated by fecret 
forrow, a filent, canker worm, that feeds on 

the damafk cheek. Frequently had the be- 
ஸ்விம் thefe drooping lilies, as a forlorn hope, 
-fent to Briftol’s renovating fount, drink the 

peliucid draught, bow their meek heads, 

and die! There the unfatiated King of Ter- 

rors holds his court, gorging his ravenous 

maw with whole hecatombs of lovely vic- 
tims, that are daily feen dropping into his 
cold embrace! As this good woman viewed 

the change that pining care had imprefled 
upon the countenance of Chriftabelle, fhe 

perceived fhe muft be immediately aroufed 

from that lethargy of woe, which, if indulged, 
would affuredly fap the fpringsiof vitality. 

Mrs. Brownlow could not boaft a refined. 

 underftanding, but fhe was eminently gifted 
with what is more neceflary to conduct us 
through life with credit to ourfelves and 

ufefulnefs to our friends, common /en/é. 

However {couted this every-day virtue may 

be by the polifhed fenfualift, the fcientific 

reafoner, and the abftrufe philofopher, it 

makes more happy mortals than can be 
; H 5
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but to look round the world, and every 

day’s experience will. bring the convidtion 

home to our bofoms, that thofe pofleffed of 

what comes under that denomination behavé 

with moft propriety, a€t with moft juttice, 

and condué themfelves with moft honour, 

In their intercourfe with their fellow mor- 

tals, confcious they have no claims to fuper- 
‘lative excellence, they expect not adulatory 
praife; content with the heart-felt fatisfac. 

tion, of having properly ufed the talents 
committed to their care, to the benefit of 

themfelves and thofe who would deign to 
accept a fhare of their limited knowledge. 
With thefe proper fentiments of hér capa: 

bilities, Mrs. Brownlow fought not to over- 

ftep the bounds fet her by nature, con- 
910060 

& OF plain good fenfe our choiceft fare are mades 
With it we drive the moft fubftantial trade. 

Her whole life was devoted to aGtive ufeful- 
nefs, and her exertions were amply rewarded 
by the approbation of her fuperiors, the
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refpe& of her equals, and the grateful pray- 

ers of the poor, who, without her faving 
hand, were:ready to perifh. Such was the 

‘character of this eftimable woman, who,, 

- content to fill the ftation allotted her, 

* walked humbly with her God.” 

She followed our heroine to her charaber, 

to ufe thofe’ pdwers we have delineated : 

the reafoned with her upon the folly, if 

not the crime of facrificing her peace, her: 

comfort, and her health to fancied mifery;. 

holding up troubles iz terrorem that might 

never be realized, embittering the pleafure 

the prefent moment offered, by fears for. 

the future. She urged the ingratitude to: 

her Almighty Preferver, who had. never 

yet forfook her, when furrounded by dan- 
gers and death; therefore, to doubt his: 

Mercy, was to merit his wrath. She tried 

to call forth her exertions, by reminding 
her of the praife-worthy fortitude fhe had . 

exhibited when furrounded by enemies that — 

thirfted for her blood! In that trying hour,. 

when environed by real evils, firm in reéti- 
tude fhe ftood unmoved, never loft her felf- 

mE
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pofleflion, and would fhe now allow her 

‘courage to fink before what were merely 

ideal woes? Was it likely that her perfecutor / 
would rifk remaining in England, fubjed- 

ing himfelf to lofs of liberty, merely to gra- 

tify his revenge on her, fo unlikely to be 

accomplifhed in a country whofe laws would 

17066: her from outrage? No—it was | 

impoflible, fhe could Bete nothing to 
fear. . 

The kind confideration of her friend, her 

rational arguments, had their full weight 
with Chriftabelle, and fhe promifed to exert — 

herfelf to fhake off the uncommon oppret- 
fion that weighed upon her fpirits. Mrs. 

Brownlow followed up her advice by active 

benevolence: fhe would not permit her tg 

fitalone, “ of her fad thoughts companions 

making,’’ but accompanied her in, long | 

walks,. pointed out the beauties of the fur- 

rounding fcenery, prevailed in making her 

take fome fketches to ornament her little 

fitting room, took her with her on friendly 
vifits. Thug time and -her kind affiduities . 

triumphed over ennai, and fhe was gratified
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fate, purfued with the utmoft rapidity a 

his route to England : meeting with no mif 

adventures in his journey, in. due time he 

arrived in fafety. On reaching London, 

he found the Marquis was at his country 

feat; thither, with all the impatience of @ 

lover, he repaired ; when, unannounced, he» 

prefented himfelf to his” father, who was 

aftonifhed at his unlooked-for appearance, 

without his travelling companion Sarcalm, 

and with no attendant but honeft James. 

With furprife he beheld his placid features 

evidently agitated by contending emotions: 

as he ‘flung himfelf into the paternal arms” 

that opened to embrace him, while, clafped 

to his breaft, he exclaimed, 

«¢ Oh! my always indulgent: parent, ¢X 

cufe your truant ee for returning. without | 
il 
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‘announcing his intentions ; but I have been 

propelled, by imperious circumftances, to 

fee you without delay. I am come to bare 
my 4eart to yqur infpection, to excite your 

compaflion, to folicit your ‘forgivenefs for 
all its weaknefs, to implore your pardon 
for beftowing my own upon an angel, with- 
out awaiting your confent; but I cannot 
doubt your approbation, or I dared not thus 
have the temerity to avow my fault, and 
deprecate your wrathful indignation, did’I 

®not know your wverrdrous goodnefs, your 
parental affedtion, your oft-experienced le-. 
niency to all my youthful errors. Ever 

taught to view the tender friend in the in- 
dulgent father, I have acquired courage to 
throw myfelf upon your mercy. This de- 
termination has’ precipitated me into your 
prefence, convinced that my romantic ad- 
ventures will be liftened to with patient for- 
bearance, and create a tender intereft for 
his fon in the bofom of his eftimable parent. 

Everfley, the impetus of whofe exdcer- 
bated feelings had been fo volubly ex- 
Prefled, was obliged to ftop to recover 

ச 
க
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breath before he could proceed to urge his 

fuit. He was not interrupted by the alto. 

nifhed Marquis, upon whofe, brow a por- | 

tentous cloud was gathering. He could 

underfland nothing by his rhapfodical ad. 

_ drefs, bat that he had trammelled himfelf 

in an intrigue with fome Italian contefa, 

whom he had induced to leave her liege 

lord, and become the companion of his 

flight to England. He was fhocked and. 

grieved that a fon whom he had taken fuch 

fedulows care to educate in the ftrictelt pre- ‘ 

cepts of honour, morality, and religion, 

fhould fwerve fo widely from their dictates, 

and in fo fhort a fpace of time give the rein 

to paffion, become a libertine feducer, pet 

haps an unprincipled adulterer, courting no- 

toriety, and foliciting fafhionable eclat; by 

means that would make the eftimable and 

worthy of his fpecies turn from him with 

abhorrence. : 

Viewing Lord Everfley with an மதர் 

_ frown, the peer ey commanded him 

to quit the Janguage of hyperbolical infla-- 

tion, and condefcend to be underftood by
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explaining what madnefs he had committed, 
that could ogcafion his precipitate return 

from the continent, before he had purfued 
half the tra&t that himfelf had marked out 

for him on the map of Europe, in the 

courfe of which he would have received : 

both pleafure and improvement; afluring 
him, that if it was of a difcreditable nature, 

derogatory to the principles he had laboured’ 

to inftil on his mind from early youth, he 

muft expect no lenity. The lax ulages of ~ 
the depraved era in which they lived, the 

example of his contemporaries, would be 

no excufe for one educated with the utmoft 

care, and inftructed. in his moral and reli- 

gious duties. Lord Everfley perceived that 

his ardent impetuofity had alarmed his fa- 

ther with fears of his having formed an il: 

licit connexion; he was ‘moft eager to clear 

himfelf in his opinion, of a crime of which 

he was indeed incapable. 

Having implored a patient hearing, and 

obtained the boon: he fought, he took up — 

the tale of our heroine, from their firft 

Meeting upon the bridge at Rouen, his
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happinefs in having moft probably faved her. 
life. In glowing language he recounted Sir 

Everard Ardent’s recital of her romantic 

birth and trying adventures, in fituations 

the moft appalling ; that when this tale had 

been told" him by the. Baronet, it had ex. 

cited, in his hitherto tranquil bofom, a molt. 
perturbed fenfation, a reftlefs curiofity to 

behold and converfe with fo fuperior a 

young creature ; to judge for himfelf of the 
powers of that mind, thofe talents and ac- 
complifhments, he had heard defcribed as 

almoft miraculous!. This he had fortu- 
nately accomplifhed, and, under the travel 
ling name of Captain Fribourg, he had 
again faved her from the villainous Longue- 
main, who had ftolen her from the protec 
tion of her friends, alike the determined 

_ deftroyer of her honour and her life. * 
On reftoring her to her protectrels, he 

was often an invited guelt at her villa, where 
he found the lovely Chriftabelle ‘exalted 

very far beyond even his high- raifed expec- 
tations; that to fee her charming petlom 

to hear the dulcet tones of her melodious.



ராவா ஹார, 163 

yoice, while uttéring the precepts of wif, 

dom, and not to become her willing flave, 
was impoffible. She had made an impref- 

fion that neither fituation, time, nor dif- 

tance could ever efface! She alone poffefled 
' his whole heart, nor could he know happi- 

nefs, if mafter of a.throne, if- fhe did not 

hare it with him... Warmed with his fub- 

ject, he grew eloquent in her praife, and 

portrayed the paffion the had infpired, with 

a tender pathos, that drew a figh from the 

bofom of the Marquis, for the pain he was 

compelled to give by putting his vefa upon: 

fo improper a choice, for the heir of the 

பப்பட் of Aronville. 

- OF this, though he feared the inutility © 

of the attempt,;. he eflayed to convince 

Everfley. He pointed out to him. how 

wrong he had aéted both to the young 

lady and himfelf, by {tealing into her affec- 

tions ‘under a falfe character, and inducing 

her to accept his devoirs, on the idea that 

he was a free agent, filling a fituation in 

the world, on an equality with her own. 

expectations, This deceptive . behaviour



164 CHRISTABELLE.. 

: awas at once cruel and difhonourable; in’ 
refpect to himfelf, as a parent, it was inex- 

cufable, difrefpectful, and difobedient ; 

- when he formed a ferious engagement with 

a young woman, however meritorious had 

been her conduct in thofe trying {ituations 

he had fo pathetically defcribed, without 

firft confulting the opinion, or foliciting the 

confent of fuch an indulgent father as he 

had ever proved himfelf. 

Perceiving Everfley prepared to {peak i in 

‘mitigation of the angry reproofs he felt 

ais of deferving, the Marquis faid, 

‘* Do not interrupt me, fir, hear me to am 
end, for acquainted with my fixed determi- 

nation upon this bufinefs, you will better 

know -how to arrange your future. plans, 

when convinced that all your attempts t0 

work upon my paternal feelings will lol 

their wonted effet, oppofed by the impe- 

rious duty I owe to the dignified race from 
which I fprung. In you I behold the laft 
{cion of the family tree, which I have reat 

ed with caution and cultivated with’ a mott 
attentive affiduity, defirous that, through
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you, it might receive no blight, but flourifh 
fair to future generations! You would 
graft upon it a degenerate bough; I am 

called upon to prevent this degradation, 

therefore fhall not allow the filly fondnefs of 

the father to render me forgetful of the 

claims of my refpeétable anceftors! Never, 
while I can prevent it, will I- confent to 

‘your outraging their memories, by throwing 

down the pale of propriety, in uniting your- 

felf'with a catholic, a namelefs foundling, 

thrown upon the public, deferted by her 

relations, doubtlefs an illegitimate offspring 

they were afhamed to acknowledge. How- 
ever gifted by nature, however eftimable 

her conduct, however to be deplored her 

helplefs fituation, yet fhe is not a fit object 

to be your wife, a proper mother for your 

children, nor a daughter fuch as I can jut 

tify myfelf in the world’s opinion, for in- 
troducing to their notice, as the future 

Marchionefs of Aronville.” 

His flufhed cheeks and agitated features 
thewed how painful was the filence impofed 

upon him by his father, and that he was moft
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eager to be heard in Vindication of his pak 

fion. Though convinced of this, the Mar- ் 

quis continued to addrefs him. 

“எ Underftand me right, Everfley, ad 

withftanding I am compelled’ to reject your 4 

{uit, as clafhing with my views for your 

fettlement in life, I entertain no refentment 

again{t this poor girl, the innocent caufe of 

your mad paffion; I fhould be moft happy 

to have it pointed out how I could effectu- 

ally ferve her. I think her’s has been a 
hard lot. From infancy to the prefent mo- 

ment fhe appears doomed to fuffer for the 

crimes of others; firft’ for the fins of her 

. parents, and fecondly for the follies of her 

lover! Nay, ftart not, fir, you have in- 

jured- her. moft ன் by taking an 

undue advantage of her grdtitude for 

having faved her life and honour, by 

ftealing into her heart under the femblance 

of another perfon, though confcious you 
were acting againft the principles of 2284. 
tude, recklefs of the claims of duty you 
owed me as a parent,. and derogatory 10 

the conduét or a “man of honour, W which
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forbad your engaging your hand without 
my confent being firft obtained. Where 
was your accuftomed candour, when you 
dared not avow your real rank in fociety 

to this young creature, that you were not 

afree denizen, therefore could not difpofe 

of yourfelf without the concurrence of your 

parent ? To have fo aéted would have been 

wife, juft, and honourable!” 

His Lordfhip was afhamed, vexed, and 

mortified at having his ‘conduét fo force- 

fully arraigned, its duplicity fo ftrongly_ 

delineated, and its impropriety brought 

home to his feelings by the truly -incenfed 

Marquis. His bofom was agomifed by con- 

figting emotions, yet with petulant pertina- 

city he adhered to his determination, nor 

would allow that he had a€ted wrong by. 

his romantic’ tour of curiofity, whofe ter- 

mination had placed both Chriftabelle and 
himfelf ina fituation that threatened to 

cloud with repentance and forrow: their 

future days. ‘The lofty faloon reverberated 

his fteps as he. meafured it in a ftate of 

dreadful agitation, that exhibited, by each
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{rained mufele, his eines. and ane ca 

firm nerve tremble with contending paffions, 

He prefled his burning hands againtt his” 

throbbing temples, and his manly” brealt 

heaved with ill-fuppreffed groans of infuf re 

ferable angut ifh} ம் 

The Marquis, much affected, followed 

with his eyes this darling fon as he paced ர் 

the floor; he felt poignantly for the grief 

his refuial had created, but he would not” 

recant; he thought he was called upon by | 

_the fhades of his anceftors- to. be firm, 10 

fupport the honour, the credit of his heir, ¢ 

the future repretentative of his illuftrious 

1 
| 

race! He therefore could not confent, 

through partial fondnefs for this laft fcom 

of his family tree, to permit the contamia- 

tion of its root. This he told Lord Evert 

ley, obferving that he had hoped the duty 
he owed to him as a father, would have | 

effectually prevented him’ from enter:ng 

into fo ferious ‘an engagement as that of 

marriage, without his being confulted. He 

therefore expeCted this boyifh paffion fhould” 

be thought of no more; in that cafe he
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ee if fhe had merited the chara you 

had given of her, fhe. could not ae tofee 

the impoflibility of your keeping the promifes 
thus unwittingly made. She would theres 
fore exonerate you from ‘tale vows, breath. 

ed in a moment of mad enthufiafm, which 

to fulfil would break down the pale of duty, 

and would bring upon you the anathemas 

ofa once fond father, which would render 

you miferable for life. That fo fituated, 

you | fhould experience no joy, even in: the 

arms of the woman you loved.’ வ 
To this advice of the ‘Marquis, Lord 

Eyerfley had liftened with the utmoft im- 
patience; but though truly grieved to act 

diametrically oppofite to the wifhes of f 
kind, fo eftimable, fo good a parent; yet 

having placed his whole of happinefs in 
the poffeffion of his beloved Chriftabelle, 

he could not confent to give her மூ? 

confcious that fhe loved him with all the 

fervour of her innocent heart, that in full 

confidence of the reétitude of his intentions 
fhe looked forward to the fulfilment of his. 

honourable engagements made with her a 
I 
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the ultimatum of — mutual felicity. This 

enabled him firmly to oppofe the commands 

of the: Marquis; and he refolved to keep 

his word, fo felemnly pledged, whatever 

might be the*refult to himfelf. © ‘Truly con. . 

trite, and afhamed of the duplicity of his 
behaviour, in the -impofition he had prac: 

.tifed on Chriftabelle and her friends, under 

the name of Captain Fribourg, he deter- 

mined upon immediately returning to 

Switzerland, avow his motives for afluming 

it, and claim her promifed hand, under his 

own name and title. 
‘This refolution he refpeétfully, அணிகிற 

but decidedly afferted to the agitated Mar- 

quis. In confequence they ,parted on the 

very worft terms, each firmly fixed on - 

adhering to his purpofe: From the power- 
ful incitements of this new-born paffion, 

‘Lord Everfley was wholly changed from the 
ferious, fteady, colleéted philofopher, to 

the ardent, impetuous, impatient lover. 

Blind to all the claims of duty, he faw but . 

one dear obje@ in création, which to pof- 

fefs he was prepared to run all hazards, to 

1 2
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ட வண்ணன் all. ties of — to . 

act diametrically’ oppofite to the: pofitive - 

* commands of a ‘father, which he had neyer 

- before difputed, and never would: have 

done in his cooler moments, when reafon 

- ye-afflumed her rights, and headlong pal 

fion was under the control of judgment; . 

it was, at that period, his: pride to refped, . 

honour, and obey; but imperious love re-. 

velled in his veins : “it was the mafter-key 

to all his a@tions; propelled by” fenfations 

that had lain dormant until his. vifit: to 

Laufanne had roufed them into -action. 

From that -eventful crifis had he, like An- 

thony, a world at ftake, he would have fet 

it ata throw! 

On quitting the prefence of the Marquis, 

he ordered James to prepare for their inftant 

departure. When acquainted with the place 

of their deftination, he was as eager to fet 

out as his lord 3 In the ardent. hope of foon 

embracing his pretty Suzette, he forgot 
that he-had not been able to vifit his aged 

grandmother : for hee he felt grateful affec- 

tion; but love, imperious love, that allows
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no vival near its throne, that fubjugates to 

its control alike the prince and the peafant, 
made James negle€&t the claims of duty. 

So alert was he in his preparations, that in _ 

an hour he announced that all was ready. 

Lord Everfley employed that time in com- 

pofing a letter to the Marquis, in which he 
entreated his forgivenefs for not a@ting ac- 

cording to his wifhes ;' requefted he would 

believe him moft defirous to do fo in every 
attion of his life, except where his honour 

and the happinefs and. peace of a’ lovely 

and fmnocent young creature were impli- 

cated, who depended on thofe reiterated 

promifes he had made, that fhe fhould | 

fhare his fortune whatever it might be. 

Could he do-lefs for the woman who 

‘had generoufly offered her’s to” his ac- 

‘ ceptance? 

He proceeded to fas that-he fhould im- 

mediately return to Switzerland, throw 

himfelf at her feet, intreat her forgivenels, 

confefs his faults, and candidly communicate 

the obje@tions that his Lordfhip had made.. 

ம, அத
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If, under all thefe difadvantages, the could 
pardon the deceptions an overruling paffion 
had compelled him to commit, and accept 
his hand, he fhould be the happieft of mor. 

tals, as ife without her would be the acme 
of mifery! If refufed, his intention was to 
enter into the Auftrian fervice under the ' 
Hctitious name lie had aflumed ; indeed, if. 
fhe liftened to his fuit, that would be his 
fine of condu@, for neither himfelf nor 
Chriftabelle were ambitious ‘of fplendour, 

_ rank, ‘or riches; «their mediocre fortune 
would be equal to their wants, as tHe ap= 
pearance: which would be expected from 
the heir to an Englith marquis, would not — 
be fought for in Captain Fribourg. Which- 
ever way his fate was determined, he was 

_ equally a banifhed man; for if rejected he 
_ would never fee England more, but hope 

_ from fome friendly bullet, a termination to 
a wretched exiftence. 

- This epiftle he ordered the major domo 
to prefent to the Marquis at his return, 
hearing that he had rode out as foon'as they 
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feparated. He flung himfelf into his travel- 

ling carriage, 2 .d, with a deep-drawn figh, 

turned his eyes from the refidence’ of his 

_ forefathers, the beloved {pot where in 

‘halcyon innocence he had paffed all his 
early years. His heart throbbed with pain- 

ful affection at leaving his only parent, 

whofe anger he had excited by what he 

would term ingratitude and difobedience ; 

but in this dilerfima how was he to act? 

Under the influence of that univerfal paf- — 

fion of the foul, more forceful than that 

elicited by the ties of confanguinity ; he 

refpected, he efteemed, he loved his father, — 

but it was enthufiafm, adoration, he felt 

for Chriftabelle! To the cold dictates of 

prudence, the precepts of reafon, he could 

not liftens thofe were conquered by the 

ardent, glowing warmth of this new-born, 

overwhelming impetus that would not be 

controlled. He therefore rufhed upon his 

fate. No kind fylph whifpered,. that in 

quitting England, he was purfuing difap- 

pointment; that he was going a long, 2 

LA
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(CHRISTABELLE, re-aflured by the 
~ fenfible arguments of her kind friend, 

and her fears banifhed by the non-appear- 
ance of ‘her dreaded enemy, had regained 

~ acertain degree of confidence from fancied 
fecurity. Her wonted cheerfulnefs return- 

ed, the vivid glow of health mantled on 

her cheek, her bright eyes again emitted 
{parkling fcintillations. The beauty of her 
face, the eafy grace of her perfec form, 

and. the dignified contour of her whole 

perfon, attracted the admiration of every . 
beholder. On her vifits to the wells, as 

fhe quaffed health from their ref{torative 

waters, her admirers imbibed large portions 

of love’s fubtle fire. The elegant emigré, 

as fhe was denominated, gained univerfal 

notice. Her own conduct was fo guarded, 

aided by the cautious care of her watchful 

eS
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guardian, that though numerous {chemes - 

_were laid both by invalids and convalefcents 
to get introduced to her fociety, they had 
hitherto failed of fuccefs. 

Chriftabelle had been. two months at 
Clifton, during which period fhe had wrote 

frequently to her friends at Violet Villa, 

and great was her furprize and mortifi- 

cation upon receiving no anfwer to her 

letters, particularly as fhe had defcribed 
the low ftate of her finances, and reiterated 

her requeft to Madame Wentworth for a 
fpeedy remittance, adding that fhe was 

"inevitably compelled to become a debtor to 

her kind hoftefs. Their continued filence 

gave her much uneafinefs, which received 

an addition at her. not hearing from. Fri- 

bourg, whom fhe fuppofed to be in Ger- 

many, but from not knowing his addrelfs, 
fhe could not acquaint him how fhe was at 

prefent fituated. Believing his feelings to 

be in unifon with her own, fhe thought her ” 

behaviour muft appear ftrange, and would 
‘ confequently create him much diftrefs. She 
cquid not for a moment harbour an idea
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_ that friends fhe fo efteemed and loved, 
could mean to negleét her when poor anda 
prifoner. 

Time crept on, and not .one line ar- 

rived. She feemed to be forfaken by all 

upon whom fhe leant for fupport, com- 

mitted by their inattention to her prefling 

wants, to find a place for herfelf in a ftrange 
“land, being thrown upon the charity of its 

inhabitants for the mere means of exiftence. 

Though confeious, did fhe poffefs the docu- 
ments to claim it, in the Englifh funds the 

had a fortune equal to her wifhes, and more 

than adequate to all her wants. 

_ She feared that by receiving no anfwers 

to her letters, the true tale fhe had told 

. Mrs. Brownlow, were fhe lefs liberal in ள் 

fentiments, might appear a fabrication to 

impofe upon her credulity. This deter- 
mined her to immediately part with thofe 

ufelefs baubles fhe fortunately poffeffed, 

which fhe trufted would enable her to dif- 

charge her obligations to this good woman. 

This fettled, fhe would folicit her affiftance 

to procure her a fituation with fome proper 

1 6
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Jady, who might want a young woman” 

about her perfon, to whom her talents and 

accomplifhments might render her a defir- 

able acquifition. If fhe were not fortunate | 

enough to attain this, fhe would exert her. 

felf to gain employment in tambour-work, - 

embroidery, or in making artificial flowers, 

In all of thefe fhe was an adept ; and hoped: 

by thus dedicating her hours to ufeful les 

‘bour, fhe fhould be enabled to fupport her-~ 

-felf independently until the heard from 
Laufanne. Alarmed at. Madame Went- 

worth’s continued filence, fearing fomething © 

very feriols muft have occurred to occafion - 

it, fhe had ately -addrefféd an epiftle, ee 

_planatory. of her diftrefs, to Monfieur La 

Tour, the worthy curé, entreating an im-~ 

mediate anfwer, direéted to her at Clifton. 

Thus having made in her mind the beft ar- 

rangement her cireum{tances would allow, 

fhe explained her intentious to Mrs. Brown- 

low, who would not hear of her difpofing — 

of the trinkets to remunerate her, affuring , 

her with much fincerity, that for the mere 

article of board and lodging fhe deemed
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herfelf amply repaid by the pleafure fhe had 
derived in her fociety. Butas it might hurt 
her delicate feelings to owe what fhe would 
think’an obligation to a perfon in her hum- 
ble fituation of life, the would éonfent to be 
repaid when fhe heard from Mrs. Went- 
worth ; convinced the reafon fhe had not 

_alueady done fo, muft have arifen from that 

jady’s being on her return to England, or 

in thofe turbulent times in which they were 

fated ‘to exit, her letters or the anfwers 

might have mifcarried. 

. For this kind confideration, and ர 

confidence repofed in a ftranger, the heart 

of Chriftabelle overflowed with gratitude ; 

and fearing fhe would be hurt at her re- 

fufal, fhe confented to be her creditor for 

the three months fhe had been an inmate of 

her hofpitable dwelling, but peremptorily 
tefufed to encreafe the fum, faying, 

4 My dear Mrs. Brownlow, I am now 

‘reftored by your fedulous attention to health’ 

and fpirits, «1 muft therefore be allowed to 

exert thofe talents by which I am very ca- 
pable of fupporting. myfelf. So far from
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‘being painful, it will to me be a Sot of 

amufement to employ my time in. ufeful. 
nefs ; it will banifh ennui, and 1 டுவி! ex 

‘perience a heart-felt fatisfaGtion, in the con, 

{cioufnefs of being able to maintain mylelt 

in independence, until I regain poffefion, 
of thofe documents that will enable me to 

claim the generous donation bequéathed me 

by my late eftimable guardian.” 
Mrs. Brownlow perceiving that her mind 

was made up on the fubjeét, no longer of 

fered any oppofition, but promifed to pro- 

cure for her embroidery and other worksof 

fancy from a fhop at Bath, whofe miftrefs 
was her partichlar friend. Thefe the might 
execute at her leifure; but the was decidedly 

againft her’becoming the humble companion 

of a high bred woman of fafhion, where fhe 
would be expofed to fuffer the caprice of 

over-weening pride, endure the infolence of 
power, and be fubjeéted to the degradation 

of domeftic control, without the mitigation 

of pleafure, or the falvo of profit! “No, 

my dear Chriftabelle, I have too often wit- 

nefled the fufferines of thofe unfortunate
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females, whofe evil ftars throw them into 
this miferable clafs, to wifh you to be one 

of their number ; who if the is more accom- 

plifhed, more witty, more fenfible than her - 

protectrefs, if fhe attraéts the notice of man- 

kind, fhe isa mark for envy, her doom is 

fixed, fhe is to be crufhed into annihilation. 

Thofe meritorious talents that fhould excite 

admiration ever generate malice ! 

« Tf, on the contrary, this devoted toad- 

eater is plainin her perfon, weak of intel- 

lect, fpiritlefs from fituation, depreffed by 

infult, the ball when ftruck rebounds not 

at the ftroke, fhe becomes the butt for fatire 

to point her arrows at; neglected by the 

fervants, quizzed by their lady, and hoaxed 

by their guefts! As the governess of their 

children, would her fituation be more de-~ 

firable?. Certainly not. In the ‘ delight- 
ful tafk of teaching the young idea how to 

thot,’ the has too frequently to combat with 

the difcordant. difpofitions of tyrants in em-" 

bryo, rendered too ftubborn and petulant, 

from improper indulgence in infaney, to be 

fubdued by mild treatment, to imbibe in-
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: ftrution from argument and ட்ட for her 

to perform her duty.. confcientioufly. 

endeavours are defeated by thofe very pa. — 

-rents who fhould aft her efforts, and sits 

peremptorily forbid coercive meafur es to be | 

ufed. How’ then are thofe violent: paflions 

to be fubdued, whole germ, rooted in their 

matures, is forbidden to be checked? “The 

inftruétrefs finds it an herculean labour to 

perferm ; for irafcible tempers, if not early 

fubdued, become unconquerable. If de 

firous honeftly to perform the’ inviduous — 

tafk fhe has impofed upon herfelf, fhe has | 
to-combat at every. ftep the prejudices, “the 

interference, the fondnefs, very often” the 

ignorance, of ‘the parents! Children ale 

very quick-fighted ; they foon perceive the 

little refpe&t thewn -by their mothers to 
_the opinions of their ‘governefs ; oftcourfe 

the inftru€tions fhe gives are powerlels. 

They have. been taught to view her ia the ‘ 

* fubordinate light of an inferior, whofe com 

mands make no impréffion on her ftubborn 

pupils, whofe le@ures are not attended 105 

knowing that fhe is forbid ‘to punifh their 
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டட அண் her feeble remonftrances Hoge 
no effec ! ட! 

தண்டம் fhe prefumes to complain to the | 
_ higher powers, fhe is anfwered that her rigid 

் management had fpoiled their difpofitions, 

; rendered them querulous and {piritlefs ; that ° 

they were very clever, very mild, good- | 
natured children before fhe undertook to 
inftrué them ; that fhe was of a faturnine 

caft, never entered into their little amufe- 

ments, never cheered them with the fimile 

of approval,’ made no allowances for the 

ebullitions of youth; they were lively chil- 

dren, who. ought to. be encouraged, not 

crufhed; they fhould be coaxed into learn- 

ing by. a means, not frightened by 

threats, and-difgufted by terror! If the _ 

governefs determines to be jut, to reli- 

_ gioufly perform what fhe has undertaken, 

avows her principles, and juftifies. her con- 

_duét as right, proper, and neceflary, fhe is 

inftantly difcharged by the lady-mother, as 

an, unfit perfonage for. the occupation fhe 

had undertaken. If, on the contrary, fhe 

allows intereft to _preponderate, and fits
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down content, with having. fpoken to their 

parent upon the fubject, gives her routine of 

leffons, whether learnt or not. is of little 

confequence; if the manners of her pupils” 

are rude, their tempers cruel, their paflions 
violent, and their minds ignorant, fhe con- 

tents herfelf by faying, ‘ This is no faultof 
mine: thofe muft be -anfwerable for it who 

firft nurtured thofe propenfities in their off- 
{pring, and then peremptorily, forbad, the 
means propofed for their eradication!” 

Mrs. Brownlow avowed this defcription 

was not exaggerated, having frequently fen 
it acted upon, in what is called a home-edu-, 

cation, by miftaken and weak parents. It: 
effetually frightened. our heroine from oF 
fering herfelf in either fituation : both ap- 

peared to her at once an arduous and un- 
grateful employment : from her needle fhe 
therefore refolved to draw the means of het 
prefent exiftence. Having derived great | 
benefit from drinking the Briftol waters, 
whenever the weather would permit, fhe 
walked to this reftorative fountain, accom 

- panied by Mrs. Brownlow; but on the
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-morning after her arrangements were made; _ 

“her friend being indifpofed with a head- 
ache, and all fears of meeting Longuemain 

having ceafed, fhe ventured alone to the 

wells. 

"-Chriftabelle had not been long in the 

‘pump-room, when her ‘eyes were appalled 

by a fight that agitated her nearly to anni- 

hilation ! They fell on Mignonne, the aban- 

_ doned Mignonne, on whofe arm leant a 

lady ofa moft interefting and impreffive 

appearance... She looked Milton’s Penfe- 

rofo perfonified: her form fragile, her face 

beautiful. Her age did not appear tomuch 

exceed thirty, but the lines of early forrow 

had impreffed. with premature decay her 

-’Madona-countenance, for ‘* melancholy had 

‘marked herforher own.’ She was habited 

« Allin robe of darkett grey, 

¢ Flowing with majeftic train, 

_- & And fable ftole of Cyprefs lawn, 

«s ©er her decent fhoulders drawn.” 

While fhe பன்னல transfixed with horror 

at this object of her awakened fears, the
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éompanion of Mignone was farveying Her 

with apparent intereft. When’ firft their 
-eyes met, this elegant ftranger was in the” 
action of lifting a glafs of water to her lips, 

but her’ trembling frame appeared fo agi- 
_ tated, that it would have fallen to the 
ground had not Chriftabelle offered her af- 

fiftance, attraéted by an impulfe for which 

fhe could not account, maugre the terror — 

excited by the unwifhed-for prefence of the’ 

deteftable Mignonne, who inftead of exulta- 
tion, feemed equally terrified at their meet- 

ing, and moft defirous to fhorten the inter- 
view by urging the lady to retire imme- 

diately. To this fhe feemed to yield an 

unwilling compliance; nor did the confent, 

until in fweet and plaintive tones, fhe had 

thanked our heroine for her polite attention 

_ to a tremulous invalid; nor did fhe ceafe to _ 

view Chriftabelle until feated in the வான்னா 

that waited to receive them. 

This’ was a tranfaGion of only a few | 

minutes; in which Mignonne had fhewn 10 — 

recognition of the woman whofe life fhe had 

- fought, who as foon as fhe could refpire 
சீ
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after their departure, hurried home. to 
depi& her fears, ஸம out her, renewed . 

. forrows on the ever: -friendlybofom of Mrs. . 

Brownlow, .and to feck her fenfible advice — 

in her prefent dilemma. When made ac: 

quainted with the events of the morning, 

the agreed that Clifton could no longer 

offer her a fafe afylum, as undoubtedly the 

companion of Mignonne having come to 

that place in fearch of health, muft ftop: a 

certain time before fhe could exped to re- 

ceive benefit from: the waters; of courfe 

their often meeting, was inevitable, and: 

though the artful Mignonne, from motives 

they could not fathom, had taken no notice — 

of Chriftabelle om their firfl interview, fhe — 

would not fail.to make inquiries of how, 

and where fhe was fituated ; and if the wily 

Longuemain was ftill in England, fhe muft 

‘expect to be fee! to their gin difap- 

- pointed vengeance.” 

With grief they perceived. jhe plan of — 

' quiet induftry muft be abandoned, and 

Chriftabelle ‘leave dire¢tly the fheltering 

toof.of the hofpitable Mrs. Brownlow ; but
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without friends, without money, where. was. 

- fhe to feek an afylum, where find a place of 

ret? That f@rtitude which had hitherto” 

- faftained: this perfecuted young creature, at: 

this trying moment appeared to forfake her. 

Even her religious confidence was faft fink 

ing into defpondence: fle viewed herfelf 

as an alien from hope, devoted to mifery, 

alike thrown from the proteGtion of God 

and man! From this apathetic defpair fhe 

_ was again aroufed by the excellent argue 

ments and kind attention of her fenfible 
hoftefs, who bid her place her truft in the 

Almighty Ruler of the univerfe, who will 
ever eventually fupport thofe who live up 

to his precepts, and put their whole reliance | 

on his-mercy. 

Having foothed her agitated feelings, id. 

in some degree re-aflured the fpirits of the. 

finking Chriftabelle, Mrs: Brownlow retired, 

to commune with her own thoughts, and 

to refle& how, in the predicament fhe was 

placed, fhe could moft effe@ually ferve her. 

It occurred, that notwithftanding her dif 

like.to the fituation of companion to a lady,



2.4 CHRISTABELLE. 191 

uncomfortable as fhe ade i it to be, it was 
‘the only one in which her young friend 

could be placed in fafety. » She had but a. 
choice of evils; if therefore fhe could avoid 
danger, fhe muft forego pleafure, and put 

herfelf under the protection of fome one 

who would inftantly take her from Clifton. 
This idea was no.fooner decided upon, ் | 

than fhe thought it might be effected through 
her recommendation. Lady Maningham, 

who had occupied her apartments for the 

laft three months, was to quit them in a 

couple of days, being advifed by her medical 

attendants to travel for change of air, to 

renovate. her deprefied {pirits, and brace the 

nervous fy{tem, relaxed to debility by poig« 

nant forrow for the lofs of her dear lord. 

Thefe orders fhe. was prepared to follow, 

becaufe they perfectly coincided with her. 

own opinion, meaning to fcour the country, 

and take in routine all the water-drinking 

and dipping-places of fafhionable notoriety ! 

To her ladyfhip Mrs. Brownlow determined 
to apply, to make Chriftabelle her compagnon 

de voyage. To this election fhe was induced 

ல்
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by neceflity, not choice, being confcious.. 

that her favourite would have a wearifomne 

time with this noble dowager, ae had: tai 

lefs an ehh degoted Eatin oS ட | 

fwallowing, fince fhe had been an inmate — 

of her houfe. 

-But convinced it was only to bea tem- 

porary inconvenience that would eventually 

terminate on the return of Mrs. Wentworth | 

to England, from whofe filence, Mrs. 
Brownlow had decided was now on her jour= 

ney, for that {mall portion of time it would 

be. of little confequence._. She ‘thought 

the mild. difpofition of Chriftabelle, if it 
could not {weeten® the acerbity of her pro- . 

te€trefs, would enable her to endure with 

refignation her fociety, until rejoined by her. . 

friends. This arranged to her own {fatis- 

fation, fhe communicated her plan to 

Chriftabelle, as the moft feafible for her 

prefent removal: it met her perfect ap- 

probation : -being impatient to quit a place 
that was the refidence of Mignonne, fhe 

readily affented to every thing: though
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- well apprized of the fate oe her predecef- 
fors, fhe did not expect either pieafure or 

permanence in the fi fituation fhe was going » 
_ to undertake ! 

Her cafe was defperate, therefore fhe let 

not trifles thake her refolution. Fortu- ட் 

nately, there was a vacancy in this moft en- 

viable employment: a Mifs Hutchinfon 
having a few “days fince abdicated this 

-polt of honour, preferring the daily 
drudgery of being teacher in a prepara- 

tory {chool for fifty little boys, laborious 

as muft be the tafk, to enduring the inflated 

pride andj overbearing infolence to which. 

fhe was now fubjeGted by the capricious 

. lady Maningham. Mrs. Brownlow, after 

begging an audience, which being grant- 

ed, opened her miffion, by faying that-a 

young French lady, whom fhe muft have 

Obferved in the houfe, having been her 

boarder from the period of her Ladyfhip’s 
arrival, finding fhe was preparing to travel 

; without a companion, to take the trouble- 

fome part of the journey upon herfelf, was 

௫ _anbitious ப் the honour of attending her in 

ie VOL. 117. ரட் 
222] 

he
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that capacity. This premifed, Mrs. Brown. | 

low took an opportunity to give a moft 

elaborate defcription of the education, man- 

ners, mind, and talents of Maden 

Chriftabelle. 

« This is all mighty ine puffing, Mrs. 

Brownlow; but if I were inclined to credit 

thefe {uperlatives, and take this young per 

fonage upon your recommendation, ft mutt 

be firft made acquainted who the is, from: 

what family fhe fprang, what place gave | 

her birth, and who will be anfwerable for 

» her honetty ! There are fuch impofitions 

practifed upon our credulity, by characters 

given of themfelves by thefe emigrées, by 

whom the nation is inundated through this 

- evolutionary mania, that I.cannot think of 

_ taking one of them into my fervice, without 

fome perfon to be an{werable for her ‘good’ 

conduat.” 

ie This, Madam, I am ready to do, and 

to make* myfelf amenable for every thing, 

whatever its value, that you may place u- 

der the care of Mademoifelle, in whole 

-fociety you will indeed find a treafure.
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She is not one of thofe poor unfortunates, 
who. have been compelled tg fly their coun- 

try, and leave all their property behind, 
having a genteel fortune of her own in our 
funds.”’ 

« A miphty likely ory ; quite fabulous; 
invented to impofe upon you; for if true, 

_why does the feek my proteGtion? It will 
amufe me much to hear. her adventures $ 

pray, Mrs. Brownlow, favour me with a 
recital.” 

Provoked at aS {cepticifm, the replied, 

ட்ப Certainly, my Lady , there isa great deal 

of novelty, but I dare avow without any 

falfity in her tale. Thus it is :—the refided 

at Laufanne, in Switzerland, from whence 

the was ftolen by a vile Frenchman; when 

my brother, who commands the ‘Yartarus, — 

took the yacht in which he was conveying 
her away, and inftead of detaining her asa — 

prifoner, he gefleroutly gave her freedom, « 

-and*recommended her to my care, ‘until 

fhe could | ‘acquaint her friends with her — 

fituation. It is fuppofed, by not having 

received anfwers to her letters, that the lady 

K 2 

4
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who has her. papers in வர்க | is Of ne 

return to England ; fhunning obligation, 

fhe withes to ufe her talents, as a remunera- 

tion for the favour of your ae S| 

“attention.” 
வலு Asa mel romantic க. 

which doubtlefs has taken by the heart you — 
and your gallant brother, but I acknowledge 

Tam lefs eafily impofed upon by a pathetic 

fabrication. Neverthelefs, as Iam juff now 

in want of a young perfon, to diffipate 

ennui, and to oblige you, I am willing to 
make her my companion in my meditated 

tour. But it will be neceflary to: afk what 

terms fhe will deem an adequate compenta- 

_ tion for the honour of her fociety ? a 

* None : — fhe requefted me to inform 

‘your — that the will not accept a 

pecuniary reward. All fhe withes i is, that | 

you fhould guarantee to her the treatment ’ 
of a gentlewoman, for which fhe will readily 

exert thofe powers, derived from a good 

education, to render herfelf both ufeful and 

agreeable.”” ae 

Upon the termination af this converfation,
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“it. was. fettled ர Chriftabelle fhould ‘be. 

inftantly introduced to Lady Maningham, © 

whofe avaricious propenfities were grati- 
fied, and the natural acerbity of her temper 

_ foftened, by the affertion of Mrs: Brownlow, - 

that fhe would have all the advantages that 

might be expected to accrue from an in- 
genious attendant, ‘without any reward. 

. $he received our heroine with one of thofe 

deceptive fmiles the knew how to command _ 
on fuch occafions ; and it was agreed, that - 

௯.
 

fhe fhould be ready to commence her jour-— 

“ney on the following morning. eo? 
By the mutations of fortune’s wheel, 

Chriftabelle was now about to experience ea 

2 new {cene ; fated to ftruggle for exiftence, 

by {wallowing the bitter bread of depend- 
ence, to bear the taunts and infults offered 

to the daughters of poverty by overgorged 

--greatnels, when condemned to be the flayes 

of ill-natured caprice, whofe induration of 

heart no* mildnefs could foften; on whofe 

mildewed mind, corroded by imperious 

jealoufy, the ebullitions-of fprightly wit, 

_ innocent chearfulnefs, or fenfible converla- 

ப் 
௫
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_tion, made noimpreflion! Hitherto our read. 

ers have feen in all the varied trying fitua- 
tions that a train of adverfe circumftances. | 

liad plunged our heroine into, fhe had con. | 

~ du€ted: herfelf with a confiftency, a pru- 

dence, a wifdom much beyond her years 3 

* let ns hope and truft fhe will fo behave. at | 

the prefent moment, as not to forfeit the 
good opinion we flatter ourfelves the has 

Bhelined from thofe who have followed thus, 

+ far her devious ° footfteps through the — 
intricate path ‘the. has been: oe to 

tread ! 2 

At the appointed time, Chriftabelle took, 

. her place befide Lady Maningham, followed 

by the tears, prayers, and bleflings of Mrs. 

Brownlow’s humble eftablifhment. Her 

heart was opprefiad, and her eyes red with 

Weeping, at taking a tender leave of her 

only Englith friend, who had infifted on 
procuring for her a plain but. fafhionable 
riding-habit, of filver grey cloth, and 4 

black beaver hat and feathers, This ap- 

pearance of flight mourning was a compli-. 

ment to her Ladythip, whofe weeds were
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-only in the commencement of the fourth . 
month of her widowhood. Mrs. Brown- 

low had alfo prevailed upon her to accept . 

the loan of ten guineas, obferving that fhe 

might repay her onthe arrival of Mrs.” 

Wentworth; for fhould her Ladyfhip’s ca= 

price render it impoflible to continue under 

her proteCtion, fmall as was the fum, it 

would enable her to return to Clifton,” 

_ where fhe might aflure’ herfelf of a welcome ~ 

reception. Overpowered by effufions of 

- gratitude, fhe could only weep her ‘thanks 

‘on the bofom of this humble friend, from. 

whom fhe was reconciled to accept ன oo. 

gation, being refolved to remunerate her a 2 

hundred-fold for the difinterefted, generous: 

-condué fhe had fhewn tova ftranger, in- 

troduced to her notice under fuch circum- 

fiances that might have: jufti fied doubts of © 

her being the correct character fh@had re- | 

prefented herfelf to be, even: in the. breaft 

of the leaft faftidious. é 

Chriltabelle promifed to be a , regolar 

correfpondent, to write from every: “place 

~ where Lady » Maningham ftopped: -long 
i a
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‘enough for her to receive oe in which 

‘Mrs. Brownlow was to inclofe the letters 

that might arrive from Switzerland. 

Thus, all arrangements made to reftore-as 

‘much compofure to the mind of Chrifta- 
belle as the prefent_vexations. pofture of - 

affairs would admit, fhe felt that love of 

novelty, that curiofity, implanted in the 
“youthful breat for the wifeft and belt of © 
purpofes. Stimulated by this eager defite 

of knowledge, fhe looked forward with 

© pleafure to vifiting Bath, that being the firft 

place of their deftination. She had heard 

and read {6 much of this emporium of 

fathion and folly, fhe was impatient to judge 

for herfelf of its various agrémens. 

Her Lady hip propofed to ftop there ae 

or ten days; this time, Chriftabelle hoped, 
would enable her to contemplate the gay 
icene; “its {cite had raifed her admiration, 

where crefcent reared above crefcent feemed 

fufpended in mid air. The well-built city, 
viewed from thefe rarified regions, covered 

with the fmoaking vapours -arifing from 

Bladud’s far-famed fount, appeared like a
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jarge cauldron of boiling water, whofe re- 

laxing fteams render it incumbent on the ~ 
invalid vifitants ‘to inhale the bracing 

breezes of Lanfdown. This was the daily. 

refort of Lady Maningham, not 4n purfuit, 

of health, but to difplay her elegant black 

barouche, drawn by four high-mettled iron 
greys, in which fhe exhibited her well- 

varnifhed perfon in all the folemn trappings 

of woeful widowhood, folicitous to catch the 

gaze of thofe dafhing equeftrians, who, like 

her Ladythip, were fecking notoriety, by» 

fhowing off themfelves, and ‘their blood- 

horfes, to the beft advantage ! 

This was a new and entertaining feene to 

Chriftabelle, a true difciple of nature, a 

-contemplator of countenances, who. delight- 

ed to read, ftudy, and ‘eulogize the cha- 

racters of her fellow-mortals. Bath was the 

place of all others to gratify her inclinations, 

where you may meet at every turifa motley 

groupe, a melange as oppofite in their pur-— 

~ fuits as in their appearances. Your commi- 

feration is excited by the orange-tinged face 

ofthe debilitated Afiatic, who has facrificed 

aS
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the evanefcent days of youth, and the joys , 

’ of health, to acquire that wealth which, 

_ obtained, cannot purchafe him one hour’s - 

ris from oudy ee for: (=) ee 

* 

& ‘ Difeafe with feorn throws fee the fordid 1 fe, 

And Death ftill anfwers, What is gold to me? 2? 

We turn with a figh from the viéim of ¥ 

riches, and our eyes meet a Jon ட. 

நும் * வு மேய] fet the, table in a roar,” 

; «who, by living too freely, can now be faid 

_ to fearcely live at all; from debauchery 

dying of old age, at {carcely thirty-five, for 
~ faken'by his late-joyous companions, who 

in his fate fee a memento of ‘their own ;_ his 

fhronk legs ‘Icarcely drag his emaciated 

. body ; O tempora,O mores ! Another obje © 

- firikes our view, the rubicund fox-hunting 

. fguire, a: very Nimrod in the chace, who 

was worm to boaft he could hunt down the 

day, and drink down the night. He now 
prefents himfelf a fad memorial to his com- 

peers, dragged about in a gouty chair, ua- 

able to move, or a cripple hobbling oD
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“erutches, a martyr to chronic difeafes, 
brought on from a too free nae of 

his.fenfual appetites! 3 

We fave defcribed only a mie of thofe . 

invalid. objects, that every vifitor to Bath 

muft have met:in the pump-room, or per- 
ambulating the parades by which their walks 
are conftantly croffed. With thefe are 

‘commixed women, who have devoted their 

youth, beauty, and reputation to the. anid. 

night vigils*of diffipation, who, to ஸ்ட al. 

-immoderate love of pleafure; had with avidity. 2 

run the race of fafhionable folly, until ieee 

- terminated at the goal of vice. Behold » 

their rofes faded, their lilies withered, and 

their once graceful forms bent with préma-- 

ture decay; their dimples transformed to 

wrinkles; the gifts of dame nature are only 

eftimated by their lofs, when we are com- 

pelled to call upon art to fupply her ill-ufed : 

donations! Alas, how futile the attempt! 

The {mile of innocence, the bloom of bud- 

ding charms, the buoyant elalteity of early 

life, once banifhed, return no more. Thefe - 

flowers of exiftence know no fecond {pring ? 

K 6
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Hence we fee thofe fhrunk thadows of ் ் 

their fornier felves, whofe gaunt figures — 
fill linger on the fpot that once witneffed — 
their triumplis, {till haunt the feenes where 

they ‘ were faireft of the fair ;’ ’ condemned 

to fee younger beauties bear the prize aways 

they hate the witty, envy the gay, and fat 

rife the prudent. Let us leave them to the 

: ‘confequent punifhment of the vicious, who, — 

while tottering on the confines of their laft | 
‘narrow’ houfe, cannot live, and. are ல் 

to die! 

A heterogeneous mafs now claims our 
“attention, attracted by the goddefs of folly, — 

| who fhakes her cap and bells, and her willing 

் yotaries | follow the fummcns. ‘The noble 

ப் -mail-coachman, dathing dowagers, frivolous 

coxcombs, amateur aétors, high-bred C0- 

quettes, Hibernian fortune-hunters, the vik 

lage ruftic, the romping hoyden, jult 
emerged from a finifhing eftablifhment, fully 

refolved to prattife all the worldly know- 

ledge fhe had acquired in that initiating 

depot of learning, to fhow off all that {mat- 

tering of .accomplifhments to gain a lordly
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hufband. To thefe, add a plentiful crop 
of clerical beaus, ‘and foldiers of fortune, 
and you may forma pretty juft idea of a 
feafon at Bath ! 

_ - Our philofophic heroine was ready to ex. 
claim with the melancholy Jaques, << let 
motley be your wear,” as fhe viewed this 

ட் ் microcofm of a-world; on whofe flage fhe . 

_ Was to make her firft appearance, in which 
there was much ‘to commiferate, much to 

_aftonifh, and mach to depr ecate. . From 
் her pase to oe counte S 

~ their ambitious hs theiev vain in pants 
fhe failed not to draw antple om : 

் whenever the attended Lady Maningham i in 
morning pee to’ ae பா her 

evening ieee a fer 
feleét friends. Forbad by her high fenfe of 

__ decorous propriety, to which, however irk- 
__ fome the tafk, fhe avowed her determi- 

_ nation to adhere, fhe did not attend the ல ச்.  
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   balls at hoe rooms, being : a mourning vi அத 

of only four months ftahding ! ee 

- To its contemplative yifitors, Bath. will 

be found fuch as‘we have attempted to de. 

-lineate it, the refort of the idle and the vain, 

where the mornings are lounged away by 

the parade flroamers, in commenting upon, 

and paffing judgment on every new face, 

~ Chriftabelle could not fail to attract their 

notice, when having, by their rude ferutiny 

2 through their optical affiftants, excited the 

glow, of indignant modefty on her lovely — 
“cheek, fhe was compelled to hear drawlingly - 
exclaimed, “An ‘angel, .by ,all that’s 

heavenly, dropt from. the celeftial. regions 
to aftonifh the natives!” Another afks, 
“To whom does fhe belong on earth? Is the 
as rich as handfop.e? No marrying now 
without a lot of money.” “ True, Jack,” 
replied a third, * beauty is a moft delectable 

- treat, when gold | gives a zeft: to the ban 
ர: . 

But no fooner 1 was it known that the ob- 
ject of their admiration was a poor emigrés. 
the humble companion of Lady Re
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~ than this exalted: mortal ‘fell below the 

_ freezing point with the youthful ephemera, 

who fearcely now honoured her with a 

pafling glance. Not fo the aged debauchees, 

_ who thought there could be no difficulty i in 

procuring /a belle Francoife on eafier terms — 

than a vifit to thetemple of Hymen! By thefe: 
votaries of pleafure the -was followed and , 

peftered with fulfome compliments, when- ~ 

ever fhe appeared; to the great chagrin of — 

her, lady patronefs, who, herfelf: eager. for - 

- making conquefts, could ill brook a rival , 

near her. throne. » _ 

Proyoked at the notice fhe always excited 

- when feen, her Ladyfhip began to prattife 

an art in which fhe was a perfect, adept — 
the art of tormenting. By this fhe in. 
eenioufly’ managed to turn into pain the 
pleafures Chriftabelle had for a few 
days enjoyed from contemplating the no- 

velties by which fhe was furrounded, all 

‘fo new to our fair reclufe. It was now, for 

the firft time, amid her various misfortunes, 

fhe had experienced the fevere pangs of 

fy ae upon an unworthy object With
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tears drawn by the infolent taunts of Lad eu 

“Maningham,, fhe acknowledged the jut r ட் 

prefentation given by her friend Mrs. Brown ட் 

டு of the fufferings of a fenfitive female, 

obliged Troe poverty to endure the fcofis” 

_ of proud profperity. Her high {pirit, when 

called forth on great occafions, fupported 

_her through them with heroifm; but fhe — 

மோட under the minor evils of life. It is the 

teaser only breaks: the heart! _ me 

Propelled to draw a comparifon between 

this great lady and the kind, the humane, — 

Jenfible Mrs. Brownlow, how did the for- 

mer fink in the fcale of exiftence! Yet 

longing to be folded i in her almoft maternal 

arms, and conttantly invited to return, fhe 

“feared to revifit Clifton, where fhe found 
Mignonne ftill continued to refide, who had 

been employing fpies about the houfe, and 

making inquiries about her prefent. deftina- 

tion of its owner, who was so well prepared 

to anfwer, that fhe acquired no information 

In addition to this diftrefling intelligence, 2°. 

letters had arrived from Switzerland. Her 

mind was a chaos of doubt and perplexity >
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wherever the turned, a perfecuting fate 
feemed to purfue her fteps. Wretched as 

was her“fituation, fhe muft-continue for a 

feafon to bend her neck to the yoke, how- - 

-ever,galling to her feelings. 

Having reafoned herfelf into the necellity 
“of doing fo, fhe tried’ to “footh Lady Man- 

ingham’s irafcible temper with manners the 

moft conciliating, and by ufefully employing .. 

her time, intereft her avaricious propenfities 

in her favour. . For this purpofe fhe folicited 

her confent to embroider a drefs of white. 

crape in black chenille, preparatory to her , 

Ladyfhip’s change of mourning. ‘This offer 

was eagerly accepted, the materials inftantly 

procured, and the performance commenced 

without lofs of time. . Chriftabelle poffefied 

an elegant tafte in works of fancy, and fhe 

had been fuppofed to execute them beft of 

any in the convent of Poor Clares. She 

had fabricated a robe for Madame Went- 

worth, while a happy inmate of Violet Villa ; 

it had been much admired, and fhe meant 

her prefent work fhould be of the fame 

pattern.
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Bufily ae at her frame, fo ads 4 
it an excufe for not frequently accompanying | 

-her, "Ladythip. in her morning eXcurfions, 

This apology was accepted with avidity, 

confcious that fhe was only viewed asa foil 

when feated befide Ja belle Dumont ; it being 

decided upon her Quitting. Clifton, fhe 
fhould aflume this name, for to retain that 

ஆர வர்மம் fhe had been hitherto known, 

é would enable her enemies to reeognife and | 

purfue her with, the greater facility.
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CHAPTER VIII. 

-OUCHE mafter of the, ceremonies ball now 

- approached, and though Lady Maning- 

ham could not be ‘feen ata public aflembly: - 

until her change of mourning, the Was . 

“compelled. to take “tickets. . Chriflabelle 

had pleafed her muchin thedefignand exe- 

- cution:of her drefs, which fhe had finifhed, 

and prefented,for her approbation. It was. « 

praifed and admired by her morning coterie, 

“who fat -in. judgment on the performance ; 

but even the enyious and ill-natured could. 

not find fault. “Her Ladyfhip announced 

her intention, that Mademoifelle Dumont 

fhould go to the rooms on ‘the: gala night, 

and fhe would get Mrs. Trimmer to let her 

join her patty, who the knew was engaged 

to chaperon the Miffes Neverfade. 

Chriftabelle, fearful of being feen, would 

have declined. the intended favour, on the
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plea of not ட்ட a drefs proper for the 

occafion; but the more her Ladythip faw 

her indifference, the more flrenuous fhe ்] 

became in urging her fuit; and to fet ale | 

all excufes, obferved, that by fome miftake ~ 

a white crape robe, with a fpangled trim. 

ming, had been packed: up in ‘the Timperial, 

Of. this fhe requefted her acceptance ; ஸ். 

ferving { fhe had never worn it, and. they be- 

ing nearly of 4an height, Andrews. her 

woman’could eafily alter it to her fhape. 

This kindnefs and attention to her amute- 

ment was fo uncommon, that fhe thought 

it would be ungrateful and impolitic to re 

fufe any longer what was evidently. m- 

tended as a favour. She therefore,’ grace- 

-fally thanking her, accepted the donation. | 

_Every neceflary preparation was made for 

_ the night that was firft to adic’ Chrifta- 

belle to public notice. 

“As our heroine is only a woman, we meal 

not to deny that the promifed hérfelf much 

pleafure in the idea of being prefent at an. 

Englifh aflembly, where fhe fhould be en@-_ 

bled to contemplate and compare. that var
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riety of charaéters that formed one of her 
' higheft gratifications. ~ In addition to this, — 

fhe had no obje@ion to exhibit her graceful. 

perfon i in dancing, a diverfion of which the 

French are naturally fond, and in which fhe . 

had been taught to believe the excelled. 

When attired in [ler Ladyship’s prefent, 

which. was really very elegant, ihe view- 

ed herfelf in’ the murror, that reflected 

a form and. face of unrivalled beauty, and 

felt a glow of {atisfaction, a fexual vanity, * 

which, my ; fair readers, we have all experi 

enced, டு cannot condemn! ஹூ ச 

aphorifin of our own, “ that vanity is a 

very ufeful fpur to incite us to-both great and’ 

good actions, but fhould never be allowed 

to appear in front.” 

Chriftabelle wore her robe overa mie 

fatin flip, made tight to her flender fhape, 

which fhowed her figure t0- the utmoft ad- 

vantage. Her long’glofly hair, braided, was 

wound round her head in the Greeian 

coftume ; a few light curls, waving over her 

fair forehead, was 16. only ornament. 

When fhe entered the ball room, a buz of 

4
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admiration ‘was டடம by the men, mixed 

with the whifpers — of envious © women, - 

« There fhe is, by all that’s fortunate, the த 

beautiful emigrée !” “ How likea. divinity _ 

“he looks,” exclaimed a heart-ftruck beau, , 

ச behold her, like Milton’s Eves ee ae 

> 

“ © Grace j in ie Hep. Heaven in her eye; 

“In every sae dignity and lover a 

. It muft be allowed that டப் had 
many advantages, when placed. between 

« the Miffes Neverfade, whofe rigid counte- 
nances and repellent manners had long 

réndered them antidotes to the tender 

paflion. Their gorgon-like features and 
{iff} unbending forms, that were prototypes 

of Kin Stephen i inthe horfe-armoury, looked 

“more likely to break than bend! This 

- -dele@able pair viewed, with eyes afkance, 

the companion that had been forced upon 

them by their chaperon, the honourable 2 

Mrs. Trimmer. That lady was a moft “de- 

termined card-player,-and waited. with the 
utmoff impatience to get partners for both
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ச old and youne ட்ட. he fhe might 
மண் (௦ the board of green cloth! For, 
this the applied to the-civil Mr. King, who 

_ at one glance perceived that ‘his talk would — 
“be. eafily accomplifhed’ for Chriftabelle, 
while’ he viewed with difmay the iron coun- 
tenances of thofe frozen pieces of virginity, 

"the Miffes Neverfade. He bowed in ம 
_ and departed on his miffion. ச 

Perceiving to whom he had been {peak 
ing, he was iInftantaneoufly furrounded by 
fupplicants, young, old, and middle- -aged, 
earneftly foliciting the hand of the lovely. 
Dumont. . Unwilling to difoblige any of his 
powerful friends affembled that night to do 
him honour, the fovereign of etiquette was 
diftreffed how toack; but one way-prefented ~ 
itfelf, and he announced this enviable prize 

~ muft in juftice be awarded to the firft appli- 

cant ; though all were grieved at their difap- 

pointment, none could be. offended. The 

“lot fell on Vifcount Netterville, a fathionable, 
handfome, young man, a famous dancer, 

: and much admired by the ladies. He fol- 

lowed the mafter of the ceremonies, and 

=
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was introduced in due forth to out roel 

whom he led” triumphantly to the 1611 juft 

forming. She at firft felt abafhed atthe a 

newnefs of her fituation, but foon: xecovered : 

her felf-peffeffion. No gaucheries clouded © 

the manners and addrefs of the naturally 

elegant Chriftabelle, who having recovered - 

the furprife occafioned by the novelty of 

- thé fegne, with {pirits exhilarated by the 

feftive groups tl that environed her, with the 

light fleps and graceful motion of Terpfi- 

- chore, fhe thridded the mazy dance, to the 

great delight of her admiring partner As 

_ they proceeded to difplay their powers, | all. 

- eyes were fixed upon them; the exuberant 

_ praifes of one fex drew forth, as might be: 

expected, the farcaltic remarks of the other! 

The queftions, «© Who is fe???“ Muft 

be nobody,” “ Never faw her before,” 

were anfwered in an audible ftage-w whifper 

by a provoked virgin, whofe acid features 

looked as if fhe had juft emerged from the 

cave of {pleen, now condemned to fit part- 

nerlefs on one of thofe benches devoted to 

the confequential part of the company — “!
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lhould fuppofe her an opera figurante, from 

her entre-chats, for fhe dances like any 

thing but a lady, and doubtlefs the Dowager’s 

toady had a¢ted in that capacity, before the 

brutified revolution had driven the corps 
de ballet to feek a footing in more congenial 

climes.” . 

This cruel farcafms as had been intended, 

was heard by- the poor Chriftabelle, and 

did not efcape the notice of Lord Netter- 

ville, who, though: volatile, was good- 

natured. Seeing how much fhe was hurt, 

he {trove by rattling’on, in various remarks - 

on the company, to take off her attention 

ftom this bevy of harpies, and by well. - 
turned compliments upon her dancing 

talent, and his happinefs in being her en- 

vied partner, tried to give her confi- 

dence and reaflure her een depreffed 

fpirits | 

In this க். attempt he had, in a 

certain degree, been fuccefsful, ere they 

arrived at the bottom of the fet. Still pur- 

fued by her adverfe ftars, all that fhe had 
been hitherto fated to endure through this 

, VOL. ut. 1
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eventful evening,. from women’s picque, 
became light as air to what awaited her, 

‘when fhe perceived. Mignonne Luneville, 

A deadly ice bolt fhot through her bofom 
and froze the genial current of life! 

This unfexed female was attired ia Ue 

indecent coftume adopted at that period by 

the fathionable nudes of Paris, A fleth- 

coloured filk flip drawn tight over a perfon 
never flender, now en bon point, covered bya 
loofe drapery of the fineft Bruffels lace! 

her arms, neck, and back moft notorioufly 

naked, ornamented by ftrings of large | 
pearls clafped with diamonds, her hair | 

faftened by afuperb tiara of precious ftones! 

She was leaning on the arm of a lady, who 
appeared to have long paffed her grand 

climaéteric, but yet unwilling’to yield to the | 
ravages of age, its dilapidations were {up- 

plied by every effort creative art has de 
vifed for that purpofe! Her drefs was 

almoft as goflamery, as gay, and as youth- 

ful as her unblufhing companion’s, whofe 
difplay of nature’s gifts had drawn upoi 
her all eyes! Mignonne returned their gaze 

  

.
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with intereft ; her confident bold ftare 

‘awe-{truck thofe female carpers that had 
fhewn no mercy to our retiring modeft 

heroine! One advantage fhe reaped from 
the appearance of her enemy, that of having 
taken off the edge of their fatire from her- 

‘felts they were too bufily engaged in come. 

menting upon and exprefling their aftonith- 

ment at ‘this new obje@ of uniyerfal atten- 

tion, ‘ all coveréd with jewels and gold,” 

to beftow another thought upon the infig- 

nificant toady of Lady Maningham. 

| Chriftabelle’s knees trembled, her heart 

palpitated with a thoufand fears, fhe was 

fo abforbed by the trying fituation in which 

fhe was placed, from which fhe knew not 

how to extricate herfelf, that fhe heard not 

or anfwered vaguely, all the polite nothings 
addreffed to her by her attentive partner, 
until aroufed from her reverie by his Lord- 

thip’s inquiring whether fhe knew the un- 

dreft fafhionift, who had excited fuch a 

fermentation in the rooms. ‘ I afk, Ma- 

demoifelle, becaufe on you fhe is bending 

looks of recognition.” 

: io
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This remark made her ftart, when in. 

deed fhe was condemned to meet fixed 

upon her face the bafilifk glances of Mig- 
-nonne. Another dance was going to com- 
mence, which faved her anfwering a quef- 

tion promptly for which fhe was fo little 

prepared. To her great furprife, fhe now 

{aw Mignonne led to the top of the fet by 

Heétor Sarcafm, a gentleman we have, for 
fome time paft, not had occafion to men- 

tion. It will be recolleGted by our readers 
that the perfon of Chriftabelle was not 

known to him; hence the deceptious trick 
that was mnatually played off by Mignonne 
and himfelf under affumed charaéters. 
Their plot being difcoyered and themfelves 
expofed, through Mifs Ancram, they had 
parted fworn enemies; it therefore created 
fome furprife to behold them now appeat 
in perfect amity, more like lovers than 
friends. That thefe wily coadjutors had 
motives for this feeming contradiftion 
their aétions cannot be doubted, and will 
not fail to be unravelled in the courfe of 
our narrative.
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Often did this precious pair bend their 
looks upon Chriftabelle, of whom they 
feemed to be in earneft converfe. She was 
fo annoyed by their notigg, fo loft in thought 
upon the prefent and the future, that all her 
graceful exertions were no more; fhe 
merely. walked through the figure, fre- 
quently fo abfent that her blunders were ~ 
innumerable. “ For this wondrous change 
in his fair partner, Lord Netterwille could, 

not find a- reafonable excufe; without 
knowing the caufe, he felt mortified at the 

effect, and in his turn, grew carelefs.. When 

fhe pleaded a fevere head-ache, and ex- 
prefled a defire to fit down, he led her 

to the feat “{till occupied by the Miffes 

Neverfade, whom, maugre all the endea- 

vours of their friends’, had not been enabled 

to jor the merry dance. Difappointment 

had encreafed their acidity, others of the 

virgin train to whom the youthful beaux 
had been equally inexorable, had become 
a formidable phalanx, and now fought 

amufement in tearing aracters and perfons 

piecemeal. When his Lordthip: and C brilta- 

2



2... See 

belle were feated amid this coterie, they 

found them dying with curiofity to know 
who was Mignonne, and: greedily feeking 
to gratify it by afking leading queftions. of 
all they thought able to fatisfy them upon 
this important point. . 

Chriftabelle was a filent liftener, trufting 

through the affiduous endeavours. of her 
neighbours, fhe might herfelf glean fome 
information of a gnome that “had. {pread, 

with déleterious poifon, her path of ‘life! | 
Lord Netterville: was highly diverted by 
their thirft for feandal, their defire of know 
ledge,” ‘and their fruitlefs efforts to feed 

their goflipping propenfities, He refolyed — 
to give his aid and affiftance, faying, “ Per- 
mit me, ladies, to offer my fervices upon this 
important miffion. I flatter myfelf டய 

be crowned with fuccefs. I was once known 
40 this lady’ § partner, who is juft’ returned 

from making declamatory fpeeches in the 
Hational aflembly! He is one of 11018 

charaéters let in’ = where, knows every 
. body, and {pares hobody ! therefore he 

will not withhold ” one atom of the ட.
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parentage, and education of this notorious 

nude.” ey 

The dance this,inftant terminated, when © 

Mignonne and her chaperon {poke aloud 
their intentidn, of -retiring, and the obfe- 

quious Sarcafm handed them out ; having 

feen them to:their. chairs,*he returned to 

exhibit himfelf; his partner having been 
the magnet of attraction, his confequence 

had been overlooked; he now paraded 

about, fhook hands with all he knew, and 

familiarly nodded to thofe he did not! 

Proud to be recognifed by Lord Netterville, 

he met his advances with a fmile, took his 

arm, and they retired'to a feat in apparently 

owner converfation. When the coterie 

beheld. this defideratim, hope animated 

their gay twinklers, and they all exclaimed, 

"We thall know every thing about her. But 

they had. to experience, 6. "tis expectation 

makes the blefling dear.’ Time moved on 

leaden wings, they thought he would never 

return ; at length he was feen approaching, ் 

when the elder Mifs Neverfade taking upon 

her to be {pokefwontan faid, ‘“‘ How very 

2:40 * 
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obliging Yq are, my Lord, to our fexual 
weaknefs.”’ ; 

« Rather fay knowledge,” he replied 
with a folemn bow; ‘ for has not Dr, 
Johnion avowed, learning is only to be ac- 
quired by afking queftions? This I have 
prattifed with Mr. Sarcafm, and from his 
anfwers I have gleaned a fund of informa- 
tion, replete with matter of ftrange mo- 
ment.” Taking his feat by Chriftabelle, 
he pe commenced his recital. - 

** The lady with whom he had the honour 
to dance, was the very acme of beauty, tafte, 
and fafhion; as it was not meant to be a 
fecret, he would recount the heads of her 
itrange hiftory, but at that inftant ற் was 

"Rot at liberty to give the name of her 
family :—it was of the ancient nobleffe, the | 
was the niece of a marquis, her father, who. 
was the elder brother, had married pri- 
vately, and was killed in a duel before fhe 
was born. For this reafon fhe was left 

| under the care of an aecoucheur, whom 
the relatives of her mother thought they 
ould put into their confidence, but they 

*
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were grolsly abufed, for knowing the high . 

birth of his young charge, and the great 

fortune fhe muft one day inherit, he con- 

trived, in league with an artful fifter of his 

-who had,an only daughter of the fame age, 

to change the children in their infancy, that 

by educating his niece as his ward, and his 

ward as his niece, he fhould make the for- 

tune of the latter. ‘This. deception, known 

only to thofe whofe intereft it was to keep 

the fecret, was not even fufpeéted, and he 

had been moft munificently remunerated 

' for the great ‘care taken of his protegée. 

This he apparently merited, having, un- 

der that title, given his relative the firft 

mafters, and the beft education that could 

be procured for her in the convent of St. 

Clare. 

_ Good heavens!” = enol ‘his cu« 

rious auditors, © what an aftonifhing {tory ; 

it would make a charming romance. Pray, 

my Lord, how was the bafe plot div 

and her Ladyfhip reftored to her friends 2” 

“ My. Sarcafm told me this was too 

complicate“ and tedious to unravel in 2 | 

2. 
ச
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_pall-room ; nor had he time, having pro- 
mifed to fap with the ladies, but that I 

fhould foon know all, as publicity would 
be given to her introdu@tion to the family 
honours; the tale would get jnto the 
morning papers. On my afking how the 

nefarious deed had been known, he an{wer- 

ed “through the intervention of an over 

Tuling Providence.’ A woman who had 

nurfed the dottor’s niece denominated his 

éleve, had been feverely wounded in a 

{cuffle with a party of the national guards, ் 

who were ordered to bring before the tribue | 

nal of juftice the accoucheur and his a 
tious ward. The former would have met 
his deferts from the guillotine, had he not . 
died before his fentence could be executed; 

he was fuppofed to have fwallowed poifon. 
The béauty of his fuppofitious protegée {0 

’ fafcinated the galleries, that they were cla- 
morous for her acquittal, Indeed it would 
have been a pity to have punifhed the poor 
thing for the fault of her uncle; as fhe 
had been taught to believe, herfelf the 
foundling.
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Bee ட. ie oleate from. the Abbdye, 
the was received into the houfe and pro- 
te€ted by the eccentric Mrs. Wentworth, 
whom being dengupced for affording an 
afylum to the expatriated nobleffe, it is fup- 
pofed fhe made her efcape- to England, 
avowin® herfelf the perfon known’ by the 
title of the Maid of Rouen! Her nurie, 
Marian, when dying, feeling acute re- 
morfe for the deception fhe had aided, 
ameliorated the pangs of confeience by a 
full confeffion, to her ghoftly father, of 
thesexchange of the children, and the ac- 

‘tuating motives for her mafter’s condu@, 
giving into his poffeffion all the documents 
the had fecreted, and which were fo necef- 
fary to prove the young lady known by the - 
name of Mignonne was ‘the identical infant 
left under the care of her late matter, the 
oe and hitherto announced as his 

niece,’ ன் ் ல் 

es But were thefe affertions, my good 
Sir, fufficiently corroborative of the fact fo 
eftablith her claims to the fatisfa@ion af her 
telatives ???. 

L 6
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<@ Moft certainly, when fhe could afcer. 

‘ tain to whom fhe belonged; but that fourcg- 

of intelligence was unknown to the nurfe, 

and the old fox was tog cunning to betray 

himfelf, though it is fuppofed, before his 

death, “he explained the artifice he had 

praétifed to Chriftabelle, and acknowledged 

their confanguinity, it being “believed he, 

had managed to place his accumulated: 

hoards in the Englifh funds, and that fhe 

is now in poffeflion of a will bequeathing 

it to-her as his heirefs. Bo 

« But this Chriftabelle is defcribed*as 

full of talent, fenfible,” witty, artful, and — 

ambitious; therefore it is not likely fhe 
will ‘be fatisfied with the favings of her 

uncle. Having been educated as the found- 
ling, it is fuppofed fhe will yet prefent her- 

felf in that character, try to elucidate her 
claims, and make a ftruggle for வட பல 
rank and riches.” 

“« How did the injured party acquire 2 

knowledge to whom fhe belonged ?”” 
‘§ From the chapter of accidents. After 

the death of her fuppofed mother and uncle,



5 

CHRISTABELLE. 229 

fhe was thrown upon the world to find her 

own place; Luneville having made no pro- 

vifion for her fffture fupport, though ac- 

_quainted with the confeffion of Marian Ange; 
and the mantle and bracelet were given 

to her by the good prieft to enable her to 

trace her parents. Yet feeing no clue to 

guide her through thofe difficulties, how 

was fhe toa? Her {tory got air, and it 

recommended her to the notice of a lady 

who fought the luxury of doing good. 
Under her proteétion fhe was taken to Paris, 

at the period when the revolutionary fury 

for freedom threw open the gates of the 

conyentual prifons, giving -new life and_ : 

liberty to all thofe’ fo long held in durance 

vile. A very interefting and beautiful 

woman, but yet, in the midday of exift- 

ence, was, like numerous others at this era 

driven from their peaceful retirement, 

turned forth without a place to lay her 

head. She was the victim of filent forrow 

perfonified, far advanced in a pulmonary 

complaint that threatened an early grave. - 

*< Madame de Mittau, ever fearching out
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objects worthy her ‘charity, Sifter’ Agatha 
was pointed out as a perfon upon whom it 

would be well beftowed.® That her alli. 
ange might be prompt, fhe loft no time in 
making her a vifit in the humble lodging, 

where, to ufe her own expreflion, fhe had 

retired to die, unheeded and unknown. 
Madame was accompanied by Mignonne, 
whi, in hopes of its leading to a difcovery 

of her parents, conftantly wore the bracelet 

that it was faid her mother had faftened 

round her neck at her birth. 

“¢ On drawing off her glove, the agitated | 
nun gazed eagerly on her arm; intreated, 

in tremulous accents, leave to look upon 

the gem fhe wore: with equal perturbation 

it was unclafped, and prefented to her, 
when uttering a heart- -piercing fhriek, the 
fair invalid dropped fenfelefs on the bed upon 
which fhe was fitting: an explanation fol 
lowed, proving, to the fatisfaGtion of both 
parties, that Sifter Agatha was indeed the 
mother of the delighted Mignonne. Suf- 
fice it to fay, that Madame de Mittau faw 
the neceflity of their inftantly vifiting Eng-



நோவ தற... தர. 

land; fhe made every exertion to enable — 
them fo do fo, and J, my Lord, had the 

honour and happinefs to be their efcort, and . 
the pleafure of introducing them to their 
noble relatives, who have joyfully acknow- 

ledged their confanguinity. But to banifh 
all doubt, as foon as they can trace the falfe 

foundling, meant to be foifted on them by ~ 

Lunevilie, fhe will be profecuted as an im- 

pottor, and the real niece, of the Marquis 

acknowledged. Here, ladies, ends my 

marvellous ftory of the plotting guardian 

and injured ward.” - 

While this farrago of falfehoods was re- 
counting, fo {pecioufly woven together to 

give it the colour of truth, the agitated 

* Chriftabelle fat transfixed to her feat. For- 

tunately the’ aftonifhment created by affer- 

_ tions fo’ unwarranted by faét, kept the ani- 

mal fpirits in a perturbation that prevented 

her fainting, . thus giving her enemies a 

triumph. Weak intelleCts ever fink under 

{mall misfortunes, but {trong underftand- 

ings rife fuperior to adverfity | It is in the 
hour of trial, when environed by difficul. 

1௦
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ties and expofed to danger, that, called upon 

by powerful exertions, real fortitude is eli- 

-cited. Such unfhrinking firmnefs was ever 

fhown by our heroine on great occafions. 

She was ardently defirous to retire from 

the public gaze, to revolve on the complex 

chain of events fhe had that night heard 

an attempt to unrayel, to take council of 

her pillow. how fhe fhould aét in this new 

dilemma. "Lady Maningham was any thing 

but a friend in whom fhe could place con- 

fidence: fhe was a tyrant where fhe could 

command; a fimilating hypocrite when fhe 

hada point to carry. By this artful con- 

du@ fhe had managed to impofe upon @ 

weak credulous hufband, coaxing him ge 

leaving her all his large perfonal property, | 
while an only fon by his firft wife had no- 

thing but the entailed eftate to fupport the 
hereditary honours of his family, and that 

‘burthened with a large jointure to his ftep- 

mother. 

‘Her temper was vile, naturally cruel and 
avaricious ; to have therefore fome perion | 

to teaze, torment, and vent her ill-humout
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upon, was with her an object of imperious . 
neceflity, without which fhe could not exift. 
Prefenting herfelf to the world in the cha- 
rater of a rich widow, fighing for admira- 
tion, and eager for conqueft, the hated and ~ 

envied the poffeffors of that youth which, 
from her, was for ever fled, and of that 

beauty fhe could never boaft. With thefe 

propenfities, Lady Maningham would never 

have made a companion of the elegant, the 

charming, the accomplifhed Chriftabelle, 

had fhe not at the’ moment, by the defer- 

tion of Mifs Hutchinfon; .been left without 

an object overawhich to exercife her tyranny. 

But fhe foon perceived, if fhe did not 

relax in her fyftem of difcipline, her viétim « 
would at all hazards: efcape from her coer- . 

tive power. ‘Added to this, her avarice 

was gratified ; Chriftabelle afked no remu- 

Neration for her labour, while chearfully 

exerting her talents for her advantage; yet, 
though conciliatingin her manners, fhe was 

Not like the crouching flaves her Ladythip 

had been accuftomed to govern with def- 

potic {way, who flew at a nod, trembled at
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a frown, ever ready to kifs the rod of catti- 
gation | No, {he was compofed of a different 
texture; fhe. could not. confent to difgrace 

her nature, by meanly conceding her opi-: 

‘nions to this overbearing defpot, who was. 
- in fome ‘degree awed by the keen eye of re- 

proof and dignified compofune of our he- 
70106, whom the fear of lofing had occas 

fioned the uncommon indulgence of being 

permitted to make her public debut at the 

Bath rooms. 

Chriftabelle, hough: exerting all hep fle 

pofleffion, to condu& her through this try- 
ing eyening’ with propriety, @yet could not 

gain fufficient ftrength-of nerve to. comply 

swith Lord Netterville’s reiterated entreaties 

to rejoin the dancers, -but pleading increa- 

ing illnefs, exprefled her wih to leave the 

‘affembly ; but could the do this decoroully, 
unlefs accompanied by her chaperon? 10 

her fhe was efcorted by his Lordfhip ; they 
found her fixed as fate at the card-tables 

where the fortunate holder of four honours 

at the moment of Chriftabelle’s applicé 

tion, witha rude ftare at her demand, pe
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' remptorily refufed to quit the rooms; ob- 
_ferving, that fhe had two other young ladies 

under her care, the Miffes Neverfade, whom 

‘it would be very improper to leave juft as 

they had procured partners; coolly obferv- 

ing, there would be no danger, if the did not 

choofe: to f{top, of return ng: to Lady Man- 

ingham’s in a chair; courtefying, fhe turned _ 
_ away, determined to inftantly adopt her ad- 

vice. His Lordfhip finding: her refolution 

Not: to be fhaken, handed her into a fedan, 

| affuring her,. the men beihg well known, 

fhe was perfectly fafe, regretting that: he: 

could not fend a footman to attend her, as 

his carriage. having been ordered ‘late, his 

lervants were not in waiting. 

On. her arrival” in’ “Pultney-ftreet, fhe.’ 

found Lady Maningham not retired, being 
engaged with a fmall whift party, compofed: 

“of thofe whofe invalid {tate prevented them 
trom making of themfelves a public exhibi- 

tion, but whom neither age nor infirmities, 

Nor its confequent fufferings, had power to 

| deter from the dele€table joys of the card-— 
fable. Her company was compofed of a fet 
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of mortals, of whom it might uly > fi, 

to pourtray 

A youth of folly, an old age of cards 229 

Lady Maningham, at the பளக்க her 

entrance, had juft left a rubber by her 
partner’s having made a revoke} from be- 
ing nearly choaked by an afthmatic cough, 

who had in his'agony played a diamond for _ 

aheart. By this miftake, her natural acer- 

bity was excited, and the excufe of almoft 

ftrangulation, would not have been allowed’ 

a fufficient plea, when, fortunately for Sir 

Toby Tremulous, Chriftabelle made her 

unlocked-for appearance, and the whole 

weight of her Ladyfhip’s ill-humour was . 
- poured forth on her in querulous quettions: 

_ Pray, Mifs Dumont, how came you 

to leave the ball at this early hour? 1 fup- 

pofe you could get no one to dance with 

you, in {pite of the elegant drefs I prefented ’ 

you for the occafion. But the young men | 

are too idle now to. exert their talents, UP- 

lefs tempted by rank and riches. I hope. 

child, you did not {how your mortification”
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by quitting the rooms alone; for I am con? 
vinced the party you had the honour to go 
with would never think of retiring at this 
vulgar hour, unlefs, my friend Mrs. Trim- 
mer has unhappily, like myfelf, been lofing 
her money, -through the ignorance of 
others,”’ cafting a ferocious glance at the 
creft-fallen knight, who had thrown him- 
felf on a ducheffe, ee) galping like a 

falmon ! 

* Your Ladyfhip is much miftaken“in 
your conjedtures, for it was what by many 

might be deemed my good fortune to have 

the beft dancer in the room, Lord Netter- 

ville, for my partner ; but I was foon taken 
fo very ill, with a {wimming in my head, 
and was compelled to fit down, when, on 

finding it increafe, I applied to Mrs. Trim- 
mer, requefting fhe would favour me by 

teturning. This fhe peremptorily refufed, 

Tecommending me to get into a chair, which’ 
would convey me home very fafe. Thus 

diftreffingly fituated, I knew not how to 
condu& myfelf, when his Lordfhip politely — 
gerade me to a fedan.”’ 

x
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- “ You are a mighty fine lady to take 

fach airs of confequence wpon yourfelf, 
merely ‘to attract notice, like the. Miffes. 

fainting at the tones of a Siddons,: to draw 

the eyes of the young men to their box. 

You are too deep a manceuverer for me ; as 

‘to your illnefs, 1 never faw you look in 

better health ; and it excites-my wonder, 

chow you could take the liberty of atking 

the Honourable Mrs. Trimmer to leave her 

party to attend upon your whimfies. Your 
indecorous behaviour, in quitting your cha- 

peron, will commit you to deferved cenfure, 

in which, unhappily, your protectrels mal 

be implicated.”? 

- At this undeferved infult Chriftabelle 

rallied her fpirits to anfwer. “ர [மயம் 
indeed be truly mortified if I could for # 

moment believe your Ladythip’s fareaftie re 

proofs were juftified by my conduét; but 
feeling that has been natural, to which ! 

was induced by circumftances, I am ‘per 

feétly reconciled to myfelf, and cannot be 
hurt. by the cenfures of the mif- judging +” 

when, taking up+a night candle,



CHRISTABELLE. 239 

courtefying tothe company, the withdrew to 
her own room, foon difrobing herfelf of thofe 
glittering habiliments, that had literally 
been forced upon her acceptance by Lady 
Maningham, merely to Have it'in her power 
to make, as fhe had that evening done, 4 
pompous difplay of her generofity. 

She now threw herfelf into bed ; and as. 
her fair cheek, bathed in bitter tears, prefled 
the pillow that painful refleGion {trewed~ 

- with thorns, fhe revolved over the events 
of the night, from the minor vexation which 
had been excited by the envious, ill-natured 
remarks of {plenetic women, to the always 
appalling fight of Mignonne, terminating 
the climasof mifery, in being compelled to 
hear the falfe tale told by Mr. Sarcafm ல் 

‘that it was fabricated with much care, and 
moft artfully wove, to complete her ruin, 
was certain. Of her being indeed the infant 
born in his houfe, committed to his care, 
and. cherifhed by his bounty, was in her 
mind. an inconvertible fa@ 3 for of .the 
tectitude, of the honour, and unimpeach- 
able honefty of her adulated Monfieur
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Luneville, fhe would have thought it faeris 

lege to doubt! 
a 

But how, alas ! was fhe to bring the con- 

viction home to the bofom of a mother, who 

had, from the f{tolen documents prefented 

to her by the bafe Mignonne, been deluded 

‘nto a belief, that in this vile impoftor the 

embraced a deferted, long-loft child. Under 

this femblance fhe had been prefented, re- 

ceived, and acknowledged by great and 

powerful relatives, who giving credence t | 

her ftory, were ready to fupport her caule, 

and bring to condign punifhment the being 

who feemed to have ufurped her place in 

fociety. From infancy fhe had ever been 

the threatened objet of Mignenne’s vel- 

geance, and dreadfully had fhe now per 

formed her promife. 

But who was this dear mother, into whole 

affection fhe had ftolen, taken her place bY 

artifice and deception, like another Jacob, 

robbed her of her birthright. Ah! 1? 

furely, it was the beauteous, fragile fifter 

Agatha, that appeared, leaning on the arm 

of her rival, to whofe lips fhe had herfelf
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lifted a glafs of water. It was now the 
could, from the force of nature, throbbing 
at her heart, account for thofe tremulous 

fenfations, that agitation of nerves by which 
fhe was affailed, when firft the beheld the 

_interefting invalid. Why did fhe feem 
equally affected, when their eyes met? Per- 

haps fhe had the happinefs to refemble -her 

father, and’ her features reminded her of 

her departed lord! This ftamp of nature 
might be a happy circumftance in the 
ftruggle fhe was refolved to make, to verify 

her identity, and jultify her claims, when- 

ever fhe could regain thole papers, fo wilely 

planned by her guardian, to prove her the 
identical child committed -to his protection. 

Documents fo inconteftible being obtained, 

fhe flattered herfelf, in a land fo famed,for 

the wifdom of its judges, the equity of iis 

laws, juftice would be awarded to an innocént 

ffferer, a deferted child,.an alien from 

friends, relatives, and the country that gave 

her birth, brought a prifoner to its fhores, 

with every claim upon their humanity fer 

protection ! 

VOL, III. M
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That epi which = had fasta her 

through all her trials, which had hitherto 

realifed all her expe€tations, now aniniated 

her finking fpirits.. She prayed fervently 

மீ the Omniprefent to ftrengthen and fup- 
port her; that if her caufe was juft, he 

~ would enable her to prove herfelf the real 

foundling, left to the care of the good ace 

coucheur. For the death of poor Marian, 
fhe was a fincere mourner ; from the hour 

they were torn by lawlefs power from 
Rouen, fhe had loft all traces of her nurle, 

but not believing fhe was wounded, fhe did 
not yield implicit credit to the tale of her 

demife, nor to the confeffion fhe was faid 
to have made. Yet that a child left at the 

moment of its birth might have beet 
changed for avaricious purpofes,. by wicked 

_ people, emulous only of enriching and age 

grandizing their own family, can and wil 

be believed by thofe who knew not the 
parties. But at no pericd of the lives of 

Monfieur and Madame Luneville, fraught 

with truth, rectitude, and honour, could 

they be fufpected of fo nefarious a tramlae
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tion. The united voice of the citizens of 
Rouen would witnefs to their correé& and 

eftimable charaéters. 
Mignonne Luneville was vain, ambitious, 

and wicked, bold and. daring, prompt to 

commit any evil; yet fhe had not a head 

equal to fabricating fo deep a {cheme, as the 

one fhe had that night heard delineated. 

Convinced of this, Chriftabelle thought the 

faw the dreaded Longuemain direéting the 

wires to fet his puppet in motion, he muft 

therefore be concealed in England, doubt- 

lefs had fpies upon all her ations, and 

: would pounce upon his prey when fhe was 

the leaft prepared for fo dreaded an event. 

She faw the folly of expofing herfelf to pub- 

lic animadverfion in the fuite of Lady Man- 

ingham, who fhe perceived was refolved on 

announcing her freedom from matrimonial 

bondage, by exhibiting herfelf at all the 

watering- -places in the kingdom, - until the 

eagerly-defired period arrived, when, having © 

decoroufly facrified to the etiquette of wee- 

ful widowhood, fhe might throw by the 

fable trappings of forrow, and affume thofe 

M 2 
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fhe believed if the ¢ould pour her ‘tale of 

woe on the commiferating ear of one of 

thofe felEimmolated reclufes, fhe might be 

received under the protection of the Lady 

Abbefs, until fhe heard from her friends, or 

her lover. She refolved to make an effort 

_ inftantly ; but her ardour was checked by 

the reflection, that her contraéted finances 

forbade the idea of a long journey. The 

holy fifterhood were difperfed, fome at 

Winchefter, and near Newmarket, others 

in Yorkfhire; but the one fhe had heard 

fpoken moft of, which had given rife to the 
converfation that had impreffed her ima- 
gination, was at Amefbury, in Wiltfhire. . 

- This ancient feat had once been the 

chofen refidence ‘of the late celebrated 

Duchefs of Queenfberry, who has been 

fung by her favourite poet, as having a 

« Obtained the chariot for a day, and set the mons 
on fire.”? 

Her Grace was tle admed beauty, the 
brilliant wit, the reigning toaft of the 

courtly circle of George II., the munificent
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patronefs of Gay, many of whofe poetical. 
effufions were addreffed to this : diftinguifhed 
lady, the friend of ens; f{cience, tafte, 
and talents. ல் ் 
This famous pile of gothic architecture, 

‘that during the lifetime of their late poffef- 
_ fors, was the chofen retreat of the mufes, 

dedicated to fplendid hofpitality, «¢ where 
_ every ftranger found a ready chair,” alas ! 

_ wondrous ‘indeed had been the change ex- 

perienced at Amefbury, now become a 

depot of veftal nuns, ‘ the world forgetting, 
by the world forgot,” who moved about 

' like troubled ghofts, amid its impervious . 

fhades, i in folemn, gloomy filence. 

The heir of the dukedom, in his ideas, 

differed widely from his progenitors; he 
could find no charm in ancient ftructures, 

nor pleafure in perambulating through 
groves of druidical oaks. His gratifications 

were derived from a very different fource ; 

he preferred funning himfelf in the garifh 
noon of day, before a red-hot brick houfe, 
in. Piccadilly, to contemplating the beauties 

of nature, in the fhades of his anceftorial 3 

M 4
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ம் This being the tafte of the pre- 

_fent poffeffor, he had given,permiffion to’a 

community of religicufes, whom revolution. 

.ary fury had driven forth to wander, to fet 

up their reft at Amefbury. 

While this fubjec&t was under difcuffion, | 

Lady Maningham avowed her intention, 

when fhe arrived at Salifbury, to go out of 

her way purpofely, to fee thofe odd bodies, 

who, after having been fortunately liberated 

from ftripes, hunger, and confinement, 

knew fo little how to value the joys of 

freedom, that théy again committed them- 

felves to durance'! She could compare 

them to nothing but foolifh moths, flutter- 

ing round a flame, who, if faved from de- 

{tration by fomé charitable hand, defeats 
the purpofe of their preferver, by inftantly 

flymg into the candle, and burning them- 

felyes to death ! ep | 
As fhe lay revolving this fubje@, and 

how fhe fhould effet her efcape from her 

Ladythip, without -appearing ungrateful, 

was the only queftion. To announce her 

intention, would be to defeat its purpole. 

ந
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CHAPTER IX. | 

N her entering, fhe found Lady Man- 
ingham employed in perufing a letter, 

which having finifhed, fhe darted an indig- 

nant glance at Chriftabelle, whom fhe ad- 

dreffed with, “: Mademoifelle Dumont, | 

am forry to inform you, I have heard from 

my friend Mrs. Trimmer, of your very 

indecorous behaviour laft night, your 
marked coquetry with Lord Netterville, the 

_ affedted airs you gave yourfelf to attract 

admiration : a condué fo very improper in 
a perfonage of your fituation in life, that it 
drew forth the inquiries of the whole room, 

of who you was, and to whom you be- 
longed. The latter queftion anfwered, 
occafioned my prudence to be called in 

queftion, for fele€ting fuch a flirt for a 

companion.. Added to this, the impro- 
priety; to ufe no harfher term, of your re
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treat with your lordly partner, who was not 

obferved to re-enter the ball-room after 

you had left it together, at a much earlier 
hour, fo fays my note, than you returned to 

my houfe. 

4 Having thus drawn upon yourfelf fo 
much notoriety, after the marked kindnefs 

Ihave fhewn, you cannot expect that I can 

fo far forfeit my character for propriety, as 

to retain you about my perfon! No, Ma- 
demoifelle, we muft part, and that inftan- 
taneoufly; I have been grofsly impofed 
upon by that letter of lodgings, Mrs. Brown- 

low, who introduced you to me as a mighty 

fuperior young woman, a very rara avis of 
perfeGtion. Iought to. have doubted, for 

every Frenchwoman i is at heart a rake. -It 

is NO ‘matter, we cannot purchafe wifdom 

too dear! ‘When Linquired what muft. be: 

your pecuniary reward, | was told you were 

a perfon, of independent fortune, and would: 

accept none. J therefore dare not. rifk. af-. 

- fronting a perfon of your confequence, by 

offering any remuneration for the fmall time : 

you have’ been under my proteétion.”, 
M 6° 
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At any other period than the prefent, this 
unfeeling, taunting, infulting difmiffal would — 

have feverely vexed and mortified Chrifta- 

belle; but now fhe rather rejoiced than 

grieved that fhe fhould beat liberty to des 

part inftantly. She obferved, with cutting 

coolnefs, the fhould not attempt juftifying 
herfelf againtt accufations fo unfounded, ab- 
furd, and malicious, which Chriftabelle was 

convinced that neither thofe who condemn. 

ed, nor thofe that propagated the flander, 

believed one word of the tale they told! 

Having thus exprefled her contempt, fhe 

arofe with that dignified eafe that never 

- forfook her, wifhed Her Ladyfhip a more 

corre& companion and a fortunate termina- 
tion to her tour; fhe then quitted the room. © 

Repairing to her own, fhe packed her 

modeft wardrobe into a {mall portmanteau, 

the gift of Mrs. Brownlow. -She, then made a 
parcel of the drefs. fhe had worn the former 

evening, that her contemptible patronels_ 

had meanly boafted to her company was 

her gift, and inclofed in ita note: — 

“ Mademoifelle Dumont returns Lady
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Maningham’s robe, with many thanks for 

permitting her to wear it for one night only.” 

. Prepared’ for departure, fhe recolleGied 

sieieainoibaty was faid not to be far from | 

Salifbury. She therefore concluded it 

would be her beft plan to take the ftage for 

that place. To gain inftru@ion how fhe 

was to get there, after having changed her 

morning-drefs for a riding-habit, the re~ 

paired to the library in Milfom-ftreet, from 

whence her Ladyfhip had her new novels. 

She afked to look at a book of the roads; 

this was prefented to her by a very civil . 

young man, who perceiving, though the 

{poke Englifh very correétly, it was with a 

foreign accent, obferved, if fhefought any 

information in which he could affift her, he 

fhould be very happy to do fo. Politely’ 

thanking him, fhe anfwered that fhe wifhed © 

to vifit a friend, at the abbey of Ametbury, 
and wanted to know the beft method the 

could purfue, to get conveyed neareft it by 

aftage. This he told her, and the inn 

where the coach would ftop’at her requeft, ' 

which was within twa. miles of the new
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nuhnery. He was affured.he was corrett; 

for-when travelling that road, he, had been 

led there by curiofity to » behold tee felf- 

‘impured religieufes. 

Upon her enquiring where was the அஷ் 

he offered to fend and procure her a place; 

for this'fhe was moit grateful, only. defiring 

it might be by the firft conveyance. The 

boy foon returned, faying he had obtained 
one in the mail, that left Bath at five 

o’clock.' » This happily arranged, fhe re- 

turned to Lady Maningham, requelting a 

‘porter might be procured, to convey her 

portmanteau to the inn. She had the plea- 

fure of perceiving that her departure was 

regretted by all the domeftics, upon whom 

her fuavity of manners had made an inde- 

lible-impreffion ; for though ufed to witnel’- 

thofe hafty changes in the humble compa- 

nions of their lady, whom to receive and to 
part with were tantamount terms, yet they 
did hope that Mademoifelle would have made 

good: her footing : this they told her, and 

“that wherever fhe went, they wifhed her 

health, fuccefs, and happinels..
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It was yet early day, and fome hours muft 
elapfe before fhe could’ quit Bath. How’ 
‘was fhe to beftow them, to keep from the 

fight of thofe curious loungers, that infeft. 

every walk of that gay city? She had 
formed no acquaintances whither fhe could 

repair 5 the milliners and drefs-makers, 

to whom fhe had accompanied her Lady- 

fhip, to give orders, were of too tonifh a 
defcription, too much the refort of thofe | 

- who, amid the occupations to kill precious 

time, find fhopping a neceflary auxiliary in 

accomplifhing this arduous tafk. To have 

entered one of thofe haunts of the diffipated, 
the frivolous, and the idle, would have been 

to have met all whom it was incumbent 

“upon her to fhun. BE SIS S ் 

It cannot excite furprife, that. her fpirits 

were deeply depreffed, as fhe pondered over 

that mafs of miferies, which appeared to in- 
‘creafe fo rapidly, that the defpaired, fingle- 
handed, of combating them with effet. 

She felt herfelf deferted by all her friends, 

her lover, and her parent, thrown from 

their hearts, a forrowful outcaft on an un-
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feeling world! Her naturally energetic 

mind was fubdued by this accumulation of 

troubles ; # again yielded to a fituation, it 

will be allowed, might have appalled age 

and. experience. Abforbed, fhe wandered 

on, unconfcious where her devious footiteps 

ftrayed, until {topped by a {tile that impeded 

her progrels, fhe found herfelf in the fields, 

_ ¢ far from the bufy hum of men.” 

She looked around for fome one to in- 

quire where fhe was, but no object met her 

eyes, except the fheep cropping the herb- 

‘age. She proceeded forward ; it was a fine 

autumnal morning ; all appeared chearful; 

the birds carolled merrily : = Happy fong- 

fters,’’ fighed our poor wanderer, as fhe con- 

templated the fcene, exclaiming, “¢ all nature 

fmiles, and nought is fad but me. But am 

| not committing a crime? Would not the 

fenfible Mrs. Wentworth, the worthy Mrs. 

Brownlow arraign my impatience, my. fcep- 

tical doubts of the goodnefs of Omnipo- 

tence, by whofe fupport Ihave hitherto 

fafely trod the intricate paths of life? No, 

L will never defpair ; I will not forfake my
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felts Lam an innocent victim, the child of. - 
misfortune only, therefore I ought foe 

- grateful that I am not ftained with the - 
crimes of my perfecutors. Why, then, 
fhould I forrow like on without hope ?”? 

_ While thus fhe religioufly tried to reafon S 
மிலி into enduring patiently thefe new “an 

_ afflictions, the perceived a cottage at no great 

oe finding herfelf weakened by thofe. ் 
- contending emotions fhe had endured for 
‘nearly twenty-four hours, having fwallowed a : 

் only one cup of chocolate within that time, __ 
__ exhaufted nature demanded fome refrefh- 

‘ment, This, fhe thought, might be pro- 
-_ cured beneath the humble roof in view. 2 

_ Summoning courage, thither fhe repaired. _ 
A neat, middle-aged wotian, whofe face - ie 

exhibited traits of good-humour, anfwered 

: her gentle tap3? when, on Chriftabelle’s- 

__ fimply imforming her, that fhe had loft her - 
: ‘way, was faint with fatigue and hunger, and 

would thankfully repay her for any food, 
however coarfe, fhe could beltow, fhe ex- 

claimed, 
“ God a ve pretty a zure’  
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enough woe do look main tired: — Pray 

come in, and take a feat, you fhall be hear- . 

tily welcome to all my poor place can pro- 

duce.” On faying this, the good dame, 

without {topping to make any goffiping in- 

_ -quiries, how fuch a fine mifs fhould be 

walking out alone, inftantly beftirred her- 

{elf to relieve her wants, covered her well- 

fcoured table with a clean, though coarfe 

cloth, placed upon it a Bath cream-cheele, 

ஹல் of butter, juft drawn from the churn, 

part of a gammon of that bacon for which 

Hamphhire is fo juftly famous, and a brown 

loaf, of her own making; then putting fome 

new-laid eggs into the fkillet, defired mils 

to fay how long fhe liked they fhould boll. 

Thus, in a very few minutes, a moft ex- 

cellent dinner of country fare was placed 

before our grateful heroine, of which fhe 

was preffed to partake with all a eager 

zeal of unadulterated hofpitality ! 

Thankfal for a meal the fo little expected 

to have met with, Chriftabelle delighted her 

honeft hoftefs by praifing her viands, which. 

fhe declared ‘were excellent. She felt
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amply rewarded, at feeing her appear to 
eat with an appetite; but felt quite morti- 

fied that mifs would not tafte her goofe- 

berry- -wine, faying, “‘ Lord lovee, my {weet - 

child, how be ye to walk back to city, upon 
‘only a mug of water ?””? On inquiring the 

diftance, fhe found fhe had ftrolled* near 

three miles from Bath, and did not know a 

ftep of ‘the road to return. This fhe ob- 

ferved to her kind entertainer, and that fhe 

feared the fhould mifs the mail, in which 
fhe had a place taken for that evening, and 

it was to her of the utmoft confequence. _ 

« Goodnefs me, zure enough you will 

be too late, tired as you be. I be forry to 

zee you do look zad and mallancholly ; 

come cheer up, Mifs, you be too handfome, 

and too -young for the black ox to have 

‘tredded upon your feet already, fo do’at 

ye be down-hearted.” : 

Confcious no time was to be loft, CI ie 

belle begged to be inftructed what road = 

was to purfue? 

. © Never think about that; my g . man 

‘be gone to market, but I will fend our Bill: 

a
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to fhow the way to yee. I have hallowed 
toren, and he be going to clean himfelf a 
bit??? : 

Chriftabelle impatient to be gone, defi red 

he would ufe no ceremony with her; as he | 

would do very well as he was. 

«Then as you be in fuch mortal hafte, 

he fhall only wath his feace and honds.”” 

This having done, a lad of about fixteen 

entered, exhibiting a fine open, handfome 

countenance. On his forehead fell golden 

locks in natural curls; over his head his 

mother threw a clean fmock frock, bidding 

him bide with Mifs until the coach was 

fairly off; fhe then dropped her courtefies, 

_ with many hearty wifhes for her fafe jour- 

ney. Our heroine charmed with her kind- 

nefs, was very defirous to yemunerate the 

good foul for her nice ruftic entertainment; 

to do this, fhe drew forth the purfe that 

contained her all of worldly wealth, when 

the dame, perceiving her purpofe, coloured 

with honeft affronted pride. Putting it re 

her with her hand, he faid, ‘ 

Sta Nod: me: that fhall never be; ata
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not afl’ you to take a agonal of our fare 

to be paid for it; though we be poor folk _ 
_ we beant beggars, but can afford to give a 
morfel of bread and butter, anda couple of 
eggs, to a tired traveller, without taking 

money for it! I fuppofe, Mifs, you have 
heard a bad charaéter of farmers; zure 
enough the great ones be a greedy affort- 

’ ment, and grind the feace of us little ones ; 
yet, thank God, we have ftill hearts that can 
feel for our fellow-creatures, and be willing 

to fhare our mite with thofe who be in 
want.”” பாளி 
Chriftabelle ட. the மகக ஐ 

really hurt by her attempt to reward her — 
 hofpitality, put up her pure, begged her 
pardon, and preffing her bronzed hand to — 
her grateful heart, again thanked her Hoe 

- the kindnefs fhe had fhewn to a way-worn 
ftranger. She now took her leave, accom- _ 

panied by blufhing Bill and his mother’s _ 
_ bleffing, who commanded him ia an audible 

whifper, if he valued her anger, notto take 

any thing of young madam, becaufe it was  
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the bounden duty of a Chriftian to put thofe 

who were going wrong into the right path. _ 

As fhe and her blooming guide purfued 

the fhorteft road with all the fpeed of elaftic 

youth, Chriftabelle could not avoid com- 

paring the kind friendfhip fhe had always 

found in that rank the proud patricians de- 

nominate the cannaile ; how did the former 

fink on the comparifon, from whom fhe 

had experienced haughty, . overbearing, in-- 

folent treatment, while the latter had foothed 

her with tender affection, and ferved her 

with zealous warmth, to the utmoft limits 

of their power. 

SO ine வா exclaimed, “ the 

good dame from whom I have juft parted 

is in her ideas affuredly right. Poverty in- 

tenerates the heart, while riches render it 

petrefcent. All the woes, all the joys of 

life {pring from comparifon with thofe more 

‘ happy or more miferable than ourfelves. 

_ We cannot pity what we never experienced, 

" 'Thofe who poffefs buoyant health, hear with 

carelefs indifference the querulous complain- 

ings of the fick, view with frigid apathy. the
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excruciating pains they. never felt ; they 
can form no adequate notion of hoe faffer= 
ings, therefore i it is good for man to be af- 
flied. Behold the votary of wealth 
quicken his pace, and with averted head, 
turn from the diftrefsful tale of the half 

ftarved, fhivering mendicant. ‘He. cannot 
be moved. bya defcription of woes his fi tua- 
tion has precluded him from enduri ing; no, 
we mutt faffer in our individual {elves the 

. pangs of ficknefs and forrow, the goading 
ftings of falfe friends, the lofs of real ones, 

the deprivation of fortune, “ the proud 
man’s contumely, and the law’s delay,” be- 

fore we can truly appreciate the wants we _ 

are called upon to relieve, and the variety 

of. troubles we are candied to commi- 

ferate | eke 
‘Thus 1 to our young ட eee 

in a reverie, the time appeared fhort that 

‘brought her to Bath. She repaired in- 
ftantly | to the inn, found her fmall trunk 

fafe, and the mail nearly ready to fet out ; 
after pulling a veil round her face, the tuk 
her place in the vehicle, thanking her com. -
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panion for the trouble fhe had given. him. 
He to an iota attended to. the orders of his 

mother, taking his poft at the fteps of the 

carriage, faying, ‘‘ a would nay go until 

coach drove away.” 

She now preffed him to accept of a new 

dollar under the term ofa keepfake. ‘Noa, 

Mifs, I thank ye all the fame for that, for 

your good will be neverthelefs, but I was’ent 

to be paid for ட. a bit of a walk with 

fach a nice lady.” « ன் 

Finding both parent and eee were 

equally determined againft accepting any 

remuneration for the trouble fhe had given, 

fhe drew off her glove, and prefented her 

hand to the delighted ruftic, who more gra- 

tified by her condefcenfion than he would 

have been by her money, fhook it with a 
hearty good will, exclaiming, “¢ God be 

wee ye, wherever you do go, and ‘be 1. 
   

   
   

    

zure Bill will never forget the nice os 

have taken this day.” 

ae up bis reins with a Rise: that z 

~ have created envy in the breafts of his right 
் : 8 ;
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coach ‘ftopped at the i inn, fhe had the addi- 
. tional misfortune of finding herfelf very ill. 

She hoped could fhe gain repofe, it would. 
quiet her {pirits, and renovate her ftr ength ; 
to effect this fhe ordered fome wine whey, ் 
though it was early evening, and inftantly 
repaired to wed. Her delicate frame quite _ 
exhaufted for. want of natural reft, fhe foon 

fell into-a profound flumber, from which 
the waked after fome-hours quite reftored 
to convalefcence. She undrew her cur- 

_ tains, a | pitchy darknefs pervaded her room : 
fhe did not immediatgly remember where 
the was; but memory, faithful to her trait, 
brought to her recollection all the dilagree- 
ables.of her fituation, and the neceflity of 

lofing no time in feeking a more correét 
afylum, than a public inn, the refort of tra- 
vellers of every delcription. Eager to put 
her well-digefted plan into execution, fhe. 

- ftruck her watch ; 3 lt repeated three. Not 

reckoning upon how foon fhe had retired, 
_ the exclaimed, “ Yet foearly ; what an in- 
conceivably long night | ஷன் 

N 2  
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chafed reft by bodily labour, apologifed for 

-thaving done fo herfelf, in tones fo dulcet, 

as might have ‘ foftened rocks, and bent 

the knotted oak. * nm thefe fhe exprefled 

her. forrow for difturbing her. To be thus 

-addreffed by her betters, was to the cham- 

bermaid fo very new, fo uncommon, that 

- it won her warm heart : her ill-humour va- 

‘nifhed, and fhe exclaimed, ‘“ God blefs your — 

beautiful feace, fartin zure no body would — 

grudge early or late to do any thing for fo 

rnice, pretty fpoken a young lady. How 

can Betty farve you % Only {peak the word, 

~ it fhall be done in a giffy.” 

** Nothing further, my good girl, chan to 

inform me the neareft road I muft take to 

reach the abbey of Amefbury.” 

At thefe appalling words Betty farted : 

the colour fled her cheeks. “* Lord lovee, 

~ Mifs,« zure you beant a going to fhut ycur- 

felf up in that molloncholly, doleful old 

"place, te be made a new nun of, I zees 

fome of their queer bodies fometimes, a ~ 

walking among the trees, by peeping 

waver the gates ;_ their heads all covered 
N32







272 CHRISTABELLE. 

you the neareft way, ன் zartin zure @ you 1] 
never find it by yourfelf ; for the lanes be 

quite buried in old trees ; and fhould you be 

“Toft you may wander about all day, and 

not meet*a fingle foul to put you right.’ 

This civil offer was thankfully accepted, 

and they began their walk. In its progrefs, 

- Betty, whom it has. been fhown, from her . 

amenity of manners, had taken a great faney 

to Chriftabelle, made her the confidante of 

her affection fora neighbouring young ruttic, 

who, it appeared, like his betters, had told 

his tender tale to two rural nymphs at the 
fame time.’ But when his hypocrify was 
difcovered, and this gay deceiver urged to 

make his choice of one, being refolyed to 

leave both, he had taken a great fancy to a 

red coat, and thought he Should look killing 

"in a grenadier’s cap. To acquire thefe 
defirables, the had enlifted with a recruiting — 

party at Salifbury. | 

They were now arrived within fight of 

what Betty called the horrid old nunnery ; 

but within its precinés no arguments could 
perfuade her to venture, for fear all the 

*
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CHAPTER -X, - 

UST as fhe had prefled this flattering 
unction to her bofom, fteps approached, 

when a nun entered unannounced. Sup- 
pofing her to be the Superieure, Chriftabelle 

arofe, and refpe@fully advanced to meet’ 

“her. She threw back her veil; their eyes 

met ;*mutual was their furprife ; ; for in the 

religieufe the beheld her vindi@ive foe, the 

abbefs of the Poor Clares, who prefided 

_over that feminary during the period of 
- Chriftabelle’s education; the woman at whofe 

accufation her life had been endangered. 

Immediately fhe perceived this was’for her 
no place of reft, and fincerely wifhed her- 

felf fafe from a {pot of eminent peril, where 

the might be deftined as a punifhment to 
“take thofe vows fhe had once promifed to 

perform. Thefe terrifying ideas paffed. ra- 

pidly through her throbbing brain, while
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one who had felt the forrows of the heart ; 3 
of herfelf fhe had not much to fpeak, finding 

‘fifter Habella had given a tranfeript of her 

early years, adding what fhe had that day 

unfolded, which was ‘merely the heads of 
her fufferings fince fhe left the Poor Clares ; 

that being ftolen from her friends in Swit- 

zerland, by the abandoned Longuemain, . 

the yacht in which he was conveying her to 

France was captured by an Englith privateer, 
in which fhe had been brought to Briftol, | 
where the captain had generoufly given her 

freedom, but her perfecutor having made 

his efcape, fearful fhe might again fall into 
his hands, fhe had journeyed from thence 

to Amefbury, to throw herfelf upon the 
charity of the holy community, until the 

arrival of her friends, who would fettle all 

pecuniary obli gations. 

Chriftabelle, imprefled by a counte- 

nance that beamed héavenly love, threw 

herfelf at the feet of the abbefs, foliciting 

her blefling, who raifed, faluted, and affured 
her offafety and protection, within the do- 

main of Amefbury, until the was reclaimed
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a premature sa ip he mutt dine 
his former difguife, as Captain. Fribourg, 

tell his tale, deprecating her indignation, 

and, as Lord Everfley, throw himfelf upon 

her mercy. Thus refolyed, he once more, 

and for the Jaf time fat down to his toilet,’ 

to refume the appearance that had occafion- 

ed him to feel fuch. alternations of joy and 

forrow! Impatient to know his doom, he 

thought the horfes, though their drivers 

excited by intereft put them to their utmoft 
fpeed, would never reach Violet Villa. 

' At length that elegant retreat where he 

had pafled the moft delicious moments of 

his life, met his eager gaze. He longed to 

behold, yet dreaded to meet the bright eyes 
of the fair Maid of Rouen. While yet he 
trembled between fear and hope, James, no 

_lefs defirous of feeing the pretty Suzette, . 
had rang a loud peal at the gate. It was 
an{wered by a footman in livery. This gave 
a new caufe of alarm. Where was the ever 
attentive Rouviere? But who fhall paint the 
aftonifhment, difappointment, and mortifi- 

cation that was portrayed in the face of
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Lord Everfley, when informed: that Ma- 
dame ‘Wentworth had qiitted Switzerlitgd, 
and the villa was now occupied by 4is lord. » 

_ Who that Ietd was he never ftopped to 
inquire, but ordering the poftillions to 
drive to the cure’s, he threw himfelf back 
in the carriage, being convinced that Monf.. 

La Tour was the moft likely perf@n to give 

that information he panted to obtain. "On 
reaching this abode of peaceful feclufion, 
he leaped out, and entered /ans ceremonie, 

when’ Madame, Captain Fribourg is re- 

turned; was announced by the rejoicing 

Grizette.”” This family of love inflantly — 
crowded round to welcome their well-ap- 

preciated gueft: his agitation was fo great, 
<It was with difficulty he could utter his 
thanks for their kind reception. This per- 

formed, he tremuloufly inquired for Ma- 

dame Wentworth and her charming eléves. 
Too foon, alas! was he made acquainted 
with the fad recital of Chriftabelle’s being 
carried away, and it was feared ‘fhe was 

now in the poffeffion of Longuemain! Of 
the fuppofed fate of the faithful Rouviere, | 

i ௦ 4
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ஆரம் an the enthufiafm of his னன். ஸ்ட 

was a moft uxorious hufband ; ufed every 

argument fondnefs could fuggeft, to footh 

her perturbed fpirits. It had been decided 

for her Ladyfhip, who was happily ade 

vanced in that ffate which promifed him an 

heir, that they fhould return to England 

prior to her accouchement. 

- Tt was now determined they fhould fet” 

of immediately, - without revifiting Lau- 

fanne, as on their fpeed might depend the 

comfort of the diftrefled Chriftabelle ; for © 

the fafety of a letter could not always be® 

depended upon in thofe turbulent times. 

‘This wife refolve had occafioned their pre-_ 

_ mature removal from Rome, meaning to 

reach Britain by the way of Leghorn. 
Lady Ardent had obtained the confent of 

her parents to take the delighted Cathe- 
rine La Tour with her, who thought fhe — 
had only dozed away the feventeen years of 

her exiftence at the parfonage, and thatthe 

had never lived before; fhe was in perfec 

-¥aptures at the thought of remaining with” 

her dear Lady Ardent, to whom fhe archily
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hie: this explanation he: withdrew oe 

ig Baronet, to-whom he unbofomed Hin. 

-felf of all his hoard of forrows, and learnt 

from him all thofe that had been endured 
by his Chriftabelle. He was frantic at the ட. 
idea at what fo delicate a creature muft 

have fuffered-in thofe trying ‘fituations in 
which fhe had been placed, fince laft they த் 
parted. ‘To refle& upon it was madnefs = 

deprived of money to procure the common 
means of ‘exiftence, fervently he thanked 
‘Omnipotence that had- fhielded her’ from 

the worit of evils, -fnatched. her from the 

ஷ் of the villainous Longuemain, and 

raifed her humble friends in Captain Beau- 
mont and his amiable fifter. He feelingly 
deplored thofe malignant planets, that 
feemed to -equally fhed their baleful ‘in- 

"fluence over. himfelf and Chriftabelle. * 
‘Sir Everard effayed to fpeak comfort, 

and to re-aflure him, by the flattering ex- os 

pectation that’ all would yet be well, that _ 

_ ‘tried by misfortune, they would be reward- 
ed for well ene their oon and 

| VOX, 12௭2௮2 P  
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ன் future happinefs be. increafed by re- 
flecting on their paft privations. 

** Ah! my good friend, affuredly the 
exemplary Chriftabelle will and mutt; {he 
‘has not deferved to encounter thofe troubles 

“fhe has’ had to ftruggle againft. But by 

turning from the {traight path of rectitude, 
to follow se mazes of i 1. ல 

ad; Iam வ. with fhame at the a ‘i 

have performed, and am anxioufly defirous” 

to throw off all difguife ; ; for this purpofe - 

TL have travelled fo many tedious leagues, 

~ determined, whatever might be the confe- 

quence, to appear before the too-long de- 

~ ceived Chriftabelle, in my real charatter.- 

I bluih with confcious fhame, under the 

penetrating glances of Madame Wentworth, 
who*muft direétly know -me. for what 3 

29 * am. es 

“ J cannot hear you “thus fevers on your 

_-paft condu&; you can never be wrong,. 

‘when you give fair play to your fuperior 

underftanding, and your judgment is not — 

blinded by headlong: paffion ;_ the fault for
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which you fo feverély cenfure yourfelf wat ) 

tion, in which an intention to fwerve from 

the paths of honour and rectitude was never 

meant,, therefore is very pardonable. Be- 
lieveeyour confidénce in me was held facred, 

never whifpered, even to my Harriet. _I re- 

joice to hear you mean. to throw off all 

 difguife to friends who efteem you as Cap- 

tain Friburg, and will not love you lefs as 

Lord Everfley. *? Laughing, he afked, ‘while. 

you return to your toilet, to affume your 

“natural complexion, and diveft yourfelf of 

thofe fierce muftachoes, and that fable 
brutus, I will open the cafe to the ladies ; 

and depend upon it, I will plead the caufe 

of curiofity and love, with all my oratorical 

powers, trufting that my exertions will be — 

- crowned. with more ae) than they always 

meet in St. Stephen’s.’ 

Lord Everfley preffed the hands af the 
good-natured Baronet, whom he repeatedly 
thanked ~for undertaking to prepare his 
friends, by his partial reprefentation, to view 

P 2 

“committed under the influence of youthfzi —~ 

" effervefcence, the romance of the imagina-_
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this faults and follies with lenity.. On re. 

turning to the faloon, his now fair face _ 

covered with the blufhes of honeft fhame, 

he perceived by the fmiles of the ladies, Sir _ 

Everard had effectually performed his pro- 

mife. Overcome by felf-reproach, he 

gracefully threw himfelf at’the feet of» Ma- 

dame Wentworth, 0, faying, he dared n not 

‘meether intelligent glances until fhe pro- 

nounced a pardon for his late behaviour, 

and an affurance that fhe would become’ 

his advocate with the woman he muft ever 

adore,-his beautiful affianced bride, whom, 

he dared flatter himfelf would be awarded 

‘to him by the Marquis of Aronville. - 

_ So well had the Baronet வனக் in his 

miffion, that Madame Wentworth raifed 

“her fuppliant, affured him that upon her 

arrival in England, fhe would exert all her 

‘powers of perfuafion to foften: the rigid re- 

‘ folves of his father ; and if his repugnance 

could. ‘be conquered, «all muft end well. 

‘With Chriftabelle the would: leave him to 

~-plead his own cdufe, on the {uppofition -he 

would not find her a pele rigid i for
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: Wes ever” ibe! with | ன்று on n thofay 

faults that are ‘committed. through love! 
_ Thus re-affured by friendfhip, Lord Ever- 

fley recovered his felf-poflefion. He re- 

{pectfully kiffed the offered hands of Lady 

Ardent and Madame Wentworth, while. 
with brotherly affection he embraced the 
good-humoured Catherine, who was in ex- 

tafy at the idea of feeing her favourite Chrif- 

tabelle a lady !: Buoyant in fpirits, encou- 

raged by the Aindnefs of all around her, fhe 

‘was ever fprightly, evef cheerful, and always. 

amufing. [he once-romping ruftic was 

evidently improved in mind and manners, 

by her affociation with polifhed fociety ; her 
-perfon by the attention of Madame. Went- 
-worth,. divefted of its gaucheries, was very 

charming, her flaxen ringlets playing over 

a neck of fnow, her large blue eyes ani- 
mated by. the natural roles that bloomed on 

her downy cheek, prefented a dangerous 
objet to a heart, not _pre-occupied. She - 

poffeffed picquant wit, mixed with a veip of 

poignant irony, that rendered her a delight- 
ful companion ; by her pertinent remarks,



38 CHRISTABELLE. 

nd lively oi - fhe effectually banibed 
“ennui from the party. ட 

When the fervants. were chiens a 

the deffert put on ‘the table, Catherine, 

, eflaying to look grave, addreffed Sir 

" Everard, faying, fhe was moft defirous to 
obtain the confequence, fame, and emolu- 

meats to be derived from. the. ௮ of 

kindnelé { fhe had ieee: bond ae a tra- 

veller, fhe had refolved, in imitation of her 

compeers, to favour the world-with the re. 

fult of her profound obfervations, upon 
what fhe had heard, feen, and thought, 

during her continental tour ; believing, by 

good management, when eked out with’ 

copious notes, aided by fafhionable mar- 

gins, and enriched by comments on the 
paft and the prefent, fhe might contrive, to 

fill a couple of quarto volumes, and gain as 

_much eclat as her contemporaries ! 

<¢ Bravo, Catherine,” exclaimed the 

“laughing Baronet, ‘I admire your idea, 

which affuredly will meet with fuccels; 
verbofe travellers are the order of the day, 

1௦
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and a large book is no longer thought | ன் 

great evil, therefore proceed, and doubt - 

- not your endeavours’ ‘mutt be crowned with 

fuccefs!”? - 

“Oh! thank you, dear fir, for thus encou- 

_yaging my writing mania; but with fexual 

" -verfatility, within the laft few hours'I have 

changed my mind, fearing the market may 

be overftocked with thofe ponderous com- 

pofitions of pott- hafte journeyers! On 

reflecting, that romances and novels are the, 

ftudies of each fex, and every age, I fhall - 

- gain. more celebrity by fabricating the’ for- 

mer, as I happily poffefs materials for a moft. 

marvellous. ftory, which I fhall denominate. 

‘ a Helvetian Romance ; or the furprifing © 

adventures of a modern Orondates, and ae 

fair Maid of Rouen.’”’ 

The company were much ண் dad 

் Lord Everfley, amufed by the fpottive viva- 

் city of the pretty Catherine, told her fhe 

had -his full confent to make him the hero 

of her tale, for which he would furnifh 

documents rare and genuine, if fhe would 

guarantee it fhould end in the accuftomed 

 



 


