













































































CHRISTABELLE, - 25

La

vifits to her poor patients and penfioners.
Chriftabelle through the day had complained
of languor and deprefled fpirits ; therefore,
though fhe was anxious to be her compa-
nion, her bonne mere would not permit her
making the exertion, but, with a mea;iing
fmile, recommended to Captain Fribourg to
amule the mvalid in her abfence by a game
of chefs. -

Contcious of his intention, on her depar-
ture, the lover felt aukwardly filent. His
diftrefs ‘was natural ; for was he not going
to put his well-beloved to the teft, his hap-
pinefs to the hazard, by fpeaking upon the
fubjet neareft his heart ?—That heart was
chilled by fear, depreffed by doubs He
was indeed agitated ; he was préparing to
play for a great ftake; no lefs than the
pleafures of his future exiftence. While
thus immerfed in thought, an appalling
ftillnefs prevailed ; he felt all the gaucheries
of his fituation, which affifted to increafe
his difficulties. Seeing him evidently pained
by an internal confli&, his difmay commu-
nicated itfelf to the before-opprefled fpirits
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of Chriftabelle. To find rehef from em-
ployment; fthe drew the chefsboard toward
her, and began arranging the men. Start-
ing, from his reverie, perceiving her amufe- :
_mhent, e exclaimed,
ke Do not, dear Chrlﬁabelle' thus wafte
thefe precious moments, the moft intereft-
ing. of my life, the eventful perlod that muft
to my future nights and days produce ex-
tatic joy,  or render them fupremely mifer-
able!”

This fpeech was pronounced in fuch im-
preflive tones, that it alarmed his appre-
henfive companion, who, when t_he ‘mo-
ment of explanation arrived, trembled to
_hear agnounced that paffion the had fo long
and ard€#fly withed to be affured of. Her
fair face was covered with burning blufhes,
 while her fine eyes feduloufly fought the
ground. The feelings of her lover were -
wrought ﬁp to agony: he experienced the
alternations of hope and fear, left, when he
told his foft tale, he thould not be a *¢ thriv-

mg woer ;"> he® was yet determined to
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proceed, and that certainty,"fhould' béniﬂx
doubt. : ‘ g

- He feated him{elf befide her on the otto-:
man, prefling her hand to his throbbmg
heart, told in language refpeétful, tender,”
and impreflive, the paffion that ﬁlled fns '.
~whole fouf‘ defcribed with energetic: elo-
quence, the fenfations fhe had eicutedv'
from the inftant when he firft beheld her.
fainting in his arms,’ that had daily gained
power and ftrength as he witnefled her
wondrous merits. He concluded by folicit- *
iflg that fhe would, with her accuftomed
- candour and generofity, pronounce his:
~ doom, to fay whether he had been fo fuper-
latively fortunate as to have acquirecZun in-
tereft in her gentle bofom.

After a paufe, painfully awful to the ﬁgh- :
mg inamorato, Chriftabelle, whofe fenti-
ments in his favour have been already de-
{cribed, recovered her felf-poffeflion; and
while an approving fmile’ played round “her
dimpled mouth, the+ gracefpuy prefented
~ him the hand fhe ‘had. before withﬁrawn,
her brlght eyes beaming with dehg:ht. In
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accents that fhot through his heart, the,
with an ingenuous modefty, acknowled’gedv
 that the gratitude fhe once felt for the pre- .
ferver of her life and honour was, from the
contemplation of his talents, fenfe, and
worth, fo increafed, that fhe felt no fcruple
in ‘ayowing het love for fo eftimable an ob-
je@. JIn rapturous exultation he covered
her hands with kiffes, while he thanked her
for her preference, and for being above the
petty {queamifh coquettifh artifices practifed
by too many of her fex, to prolong their
triumph, and exacerbate. their lover’s mi-
fery, by exciting prudifh difficulties, and
procraftinating their confent, until ¢ hope
‘delayc¥® éﬂlgketh the heart fick.” ;
Having brought our reafonable love fcene
Hoa happy termination, Chriftabelle, never
fufpeting her admirer to be other than he
appeared, he obtained her folemn promife,
 that, as foon as he could gain the approba-
tion of his father, (he reprefented his mother
- having died in giving him life,) fhe would
confent to unite their deftinies. - We have
feen the wily god had taught his votary de-
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ception, who hav_ihg once been tempted to
quit' the ftrait road of truth, to wander in
the crooked path of falfehcod, as he _pro»
ceeded found his difficulties increafe;; Vanc;l__
unable to gain the corrett path from which
he had wandered, he was compelled to ad- .
vance in that he had chofen, though morti-
fication, and repentance were the compa-
nions of his journey.

Lord Everﬂey s mind was tortured with
poignant regret, even at that joyful moment
fo fraught with felicity to the man who had
done no wrong ation for which he could
condemn himfelf, to obtain the blefling of
being favourably received by the woman of
his election. Convin'cgd of Ch,rif,‘},abelle’_s
difinterefted love, and having “g@ined her
confent, he now doubted being able to ob-
tain that of the Marquis.  Should he con-~
quer that obftacle, might rfot the high-

" minded right-judging Chriftabelle fhrink
from uniting herfelf with a difciple of impo-
fition ; for fuch he would appear in her
rigid ideas “of propriety,-' who, like the
grandmother of honeft James, would for-

e
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bid the committing of evil, on the fallacious
plea, that good miight'come of it. _
chh will ever be the corroding fenfatlonb
liof the tru]y good and virtuous, when,slike
“his lordﬂnp, they are tempted to fwerve
from reétitude, and -allow romantic paffion
to conquer the ditates of fober reafon : like -
him, their bofoms will fuffer the goads and
ftings of confcience; that monitor, who will
not be lulled into forgetfulnefs, nor be
filenced by fophiftry. Tread, therefore,
with caution ; let prudence be your guide, °
for on the firlt falfe ftep you take in the
flippery road of error, afluredly depends the
colour of your future fate. To re-tread the
devicusyyway, and regain the track of truth
wa hav& Torfaken, however fincerely we
_wifh it, is not always in our power: to
meafure back our {teps, puzzled in mazes,
" furrounded by difficulties, is not to be ac-
complifhed by the moft wary, being ever
doubtful, frequently dangerous, and fome:'
times impoflible.
"Thus too late feelmg what mxght be the
confequence of his crooked policy, he re-
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{olved to regain Florence with all fpeed, put
Sir Everard into his confidence, taking his
facred promife of not making Chriftabelle
acquamted who her lover really was, untxl‘
he had feen his father, and told his own
ftory, trufting to. his parental -affeCtion to
forgive his youthful frolic, and crown his
happinefs by confenting to his union*with
the fair Maid of Rouen. Having made his
- mental arrangements, on the 'follow‘ing
morning, at an early hour, he took the .
road to the villa; well knowing that Chrif-
tabelle walked in the fhrubbery alone, he
trufted he fhould gain an hour’s converfa-
tion Wwith her previous to the appearance of
her friends. ‘

This he fortunately obtamed fw@‘gn,, wuh
real regret, he acquamted her, that he had
received a "f_ummons\ from his father, of:
much moment to his future intereft, re-
quiring his prefence in Germany, which he
was compelled to 6bey. He muft inftantly,
therefore, leave Switzerland ; but he com-
forted himfelf with the hope that this en-
forced journey would ultimately halﬂ:en his

c 4
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happinefs ; that he fhould return on the
~wings of love, with his parent’s confent to
their marriage: that ceremony performed,
whxch would make him the moft enviable
of mortals, they would® together repair to
his paternal refidence, when, with proud
exultation, he fhould prefent to his father
a daughter {fo worthy his love, fo defervmg
his approbation.

Wholly unprepared for his departure, the
intelligence went fhuddering like an ice bok
through her heart, numbing the powers of
vitality 5 a fad prefentiment of future evil
clouded her f{miling countenance; adtive
fancy whifpered, might not Fribourg’s pa-
rent withhold his confent, refufe to receive
a deferted=namelefs foundhng into his fa-
mily ? She had been taught to believe the
* Germans a race proud of their lineage, who
would rather‘reckon heraldic quarterings as
their daughter-in-law’s fortune than Britith

| guineas ! She mentally inquired, fhould this
really be my fate, what then becomes of
thofe air-built caftles I have in fancy reared
af fupprlatwe felicity ; thofe domeftic com-
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forts, thofe ratxonal en]oyments, to be de-
rived from wedded love, when the inclina-
tions, the purfuits, the gratifications of a
married couple have but one fource, one
end, one aim !

~ On her intelligent countenance, in which
might be read every fentiment of her mind,
he faw her difmay; by intuition beheld the
doubts and fears which agitated her gentle
bofom. ' His own feelings: were ’equally
acute ; but though he fometimes diftrufted
his fuccefs with the Marquis, he would not
allow himfelf to.wholly defpair. In foftened
accents he {oothed, he tried to reaflure the
finking {pirits of his idolized Chriftabelle,
by reprefenting his father as good; amiable,
and affectionate, who would feeb or youth-
ful paffion, and accede to all his wifhes.
Thus he comforted the fair mourner : it
was agreed that he thould fhorten the hours
of abfence by frequent letters, which fhe
promifed to duly anfwer. ’ ‘

. Chriftabelle, fincerely attached, and hav-
ing avowed her affe@ion to its obje&, who,
fhe believed, 'tr;ily merited her warmeft

€ 5
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efteem, refufed not to quiet his agitated
fpirits, by a renewal of her folemn promife
to be only his, unlefs compelled to revoke
her vow by any bafe or finifter conduét on
his part. With this faving claufe he was
i obliged to appear fatisfied, though he dread-
ed its powerful effet, when what was at
 prefent enigmatical fhould in future be elu- .
cidated. Would it not exonerate ler from
fulfilling her part of the contra& ?

: They returned to the -breakfaft table,
where the Captain, addrefling himfelf to
Madame Wentworth, exprefled Mis deep
regret ‘that a fummons, of a nature that
could not be evaded, would occafion him to
inftantly gbdicate his quiet retreat, where he
had- renovied his health, and compel him
to quit ‘that charming fociety, in which he
had, through her polite ‘attentions, been
permitted to péfs the ‘moft deleftable mo-
ments of his life ; moments that would ever
be remembered with heart-felt {atisfa&tion,
and acknowledged with gratitude, while that
heart throbbed with vitality. Refpeétfully
bowing upon her hand, he faid,
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¢ Believe, Madame, I do not part from
this eftimable circle like one divefted of
hopé; we fhall, I truft, meet again under
happier aufpices, and I be" permitted- the
*Hattering diftinétion of parnmpatmg in thofe
elegant amufements, thofe rational enjoy-
ments, to which I have been indebted for
fo much genuine pleafure.” . »

Madame Wentwotth, in appropriate lan-
guage, exprefled her Tregret at the lofs the
fhould fuftain by the‘abfence of fo agreeable,
fo intelligent, fo fenfible a companion.
Evidently affeGted by this kind fpeech, he
-foon withdrew to prepare for his unwilling
departure, but tried to extract comfort from
the idea that it would eventually fhgrten the
painful period that muft of neceflity elapfe
before he could revifit Switzerland, and in
his own charaer claim the promiijed' hand
of his affianced bride.*

- The leave-taking of the lovers was fo-
lemnly fad and tenderly affeGting. Chrif-
tabelle was ftill opprefled with. forrowful
prefages of troubles in embryo, of perfecu-
tions yet to be endured, of difappointments
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to be fuftained, of misfortunes to be com-
- bated.. Thefe fpettral images paffed in
dread array ‘before her alarmed vifion.

Lord Everfley, who beheld her terrors,
clafped her to his throbbmg bofom, and
effayed, by all the fophiftry of a lover, to
banifh from her mind this gloomy defpon-
dency, engendered by. fear and mifery;
_ painting, in all the glowing colours of a
vivid imagination, thofe extatic joys that
awaited their reunion. Ina certain degree
he fucceeded in calming her perturbations,
and huthing her cares into peace. For
when did the honied accents of a favourite
admirer fail to reaffure the finking fpirits,
to reillyme the languid eye, to reanimate

- the opprefled heart of his beloved object ?
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.~ CHAPTER II,

ROM thofe genuine effufions of a good

heart, convinced it was a&ting wrong,
that we have attempted to* delineate, it may
be fuppofed the youthful peer was not in a
fituation to be envied, while proceeding on
his journey. Wanting that ardent impetus
that induced him to make light of every
difficulty when he came to Switzerland, on
his return he beheld every objet in a very
different point of view. Vexed with him-
felf, diffatisfied with every furrounding ob-
je&, his lordfhip found the hdffes were
wretched animals, the roads intolerable, the
auberges deteftable, and the viands ex-
ecrable! Alas! it i ever thus, when the
mind’s difeafed, the body’s delicate.

Poor James would have thought his {weet-
tempered mafter ftrangely altered, had he
not from a fellow-feeling been enabled to
account for his changed behaviour, from



38  CHRISTABELLEs

experiencing fimilar fenfations. He men-
tally exclaimed, ¢ This reftlefsnefs is all
occafioned by my lord’s being in love with
the beautiful Mifs Chriftabelle. I fhould
pity him, did not great folks make their
own troubles; or why did he ]eave her
behind ; not fo, we - poor devﬂs,” ﬁghed
forth James, ¢¢ *that have no will of our
own, we muft follow where our betters lead.
If 1 was a rich nobleman, T would marry the
girl 1 liked, whether fhe came into the
world witheut or with a father or mother,
it would be all the famn when fhe was my
wife.” ;

That univerfal paflion, which alike go-
verns tis prince and the peafant, had ren-
‘dered James quick-fighted ; for he had felt
.its. powerful influence from the blue eyes,
and bloommg cheeks -of Madame Went-
worth’s femme de c/yaere, the pretty Su-
zette, who had made mighty inroads in the
heart of his lordfhip’s valet. He alfo had
told his love-fick ftory, and found that the
breaft of his fair enflaver was not made of
impenetrable ftuff ; for James was a young,
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lively, handfome Englifhman, and was com-
pelled to appear in his proper charaéter, not
-being able to make himfelf underftood in
any language but his own. His mafter an-
- nounced that, withing to" acquire a facility
in fpea.king that tongué, -he had taken him
into his férvice, and being obliged to con-
verfe with him conftantly in it, he was now
become an adept, as he could previoufly
read and write it with precifion.

Suzette lived a long time with an Englith -
family, and afterwards refided with them
in London. Thus, in the opinion of James,
fhe added ufefulnefs to beauty ; for %xcept
a little broken French, and a few Italian ex-
pletives picked up amid the foreign fﬁvantg,
having not enough of either to hold a dif=
courfe, he would have been deprived of
the power of fpeech to urge his fuit, had it
not been for the acquired knowledge of Su-
zette. Thefe youthful lovers had the ad-
vantage of being able to tell their tender
tale, without its being underftood by their
hearers. Of this James failed not to avail
himfelf, by expatiating upon the numerous
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comforts to be derived in his country from
adtive induftry, and painted the pretty cot-
tage his grandmother inhabited, that the had
promifed fhould be his when the was called
to Heaven, ¢ which God keep her long
from,”” pioufly ejaculated James ; ““*for fhe
is a kind, worthy, good old foul ¥

Suzette liftened well pleafed ‘to' her ad-
mirer ; the loved the Englifh, and had no
objettion to fhare the humble home of the
man fhe had chofen for a hufband. She was
a great favourite with her ladies, and they
had promifed to take her with them, when
they left Switzerland. It was therefore
arranged that her lover, on her arrival in
this cduntry, fhould manage to give her the
meeting ; when, if no pradential motives
hindered, they were to be united in the
holy bonds of wedlock. Though both.
the mafter 'and man had been equally for-
tunate in gaining the approbation of their
chofen fair ones, yet when they refleted
they were parting from them for an inde-
finite time, each fighed refponfive as theyre-
“volved the lengthemng dlﬂ:ance that divided

I
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them from thofe charming creatures, for
whom alone they wxfhed to live, nor feared‘
to die.

Though. the axiom has been fo often al-
ferted, until it is umverfally believed, that a
lover cannot keep a fecret from the woman
he adores, honeft James proved by his con-
du&, the affertion to be unjuft ; fowwhen
with feminine curiofity, Suzette cal]ed forth
all her fafcinating powers to 1nqu1re into his
‘mafter’s fortune and connexions, he always
atted with guarded caution, anfwered her
warily, but when hard pufhed, contrived to
turn the difcourfe by praifing her beauty,
and rapturoufly defcribing the joys that
awaited their® union. This conhVerfation
adroitly managed, made her think no more
of the Captain nor his race. James had fa-
credly promifed not to difclofe the difguife
trufted by his lordfhip to ‘his difcretion,
convinced that he had motives for his con-
du&, that though he did not comprehend
th‘em, he was {ure were not evil, for he was
too good, kind, and generous to do a dif-
honourable adion. He would therefore -

®
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die, or what was worfe, even Iofe his mifs
* trefs, before he would betray the conﬁdence
of fo generous a mafter.

: ‘We will now leave thefe true lovers to
purfue their route to Tufcany, while we
_return-to Violet Villa.  After the departure
of Captain Fribourg, the penfive filence, -
the fréquent fits of abftra&tion, the long and
lonely walks taken by Chriftabelle, gave
incontrovertible proofs to her companions
that the was far gone in la, belle paffion.
Harriet Ancram was rejoicedv that fhe had a
companion to keep in countenance her weak-
nefs, for on the fubje& of love, the fenfible,
- phxlofophlc, ftrong-minded Chriftabelle, fu- -
perior tﬁmoﬁ of her fex, had thown where
the ‘heart was concerned, that fhe was not
invulnerable. She allowed there was fome’
- difference in their fituations, for the doubt-
lefs knew herfelf beloved. Alas! the was
not fo happy ; the idolifed the man, who if
he did not diflike her perfon, had never
given her any reafon to fuppofe that he pre-
ferred her to any other woman. This
wounding idea to her felf-love, ever drew

»
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fighs from her bofom, and filled her eyes
with tears. She withed to fpeak to her
friend on this intereﬁing. fubjeét, but it was
evident to both Madame and herfelf that

" fhe thunned the topic, a“)d tlﬁey were too .

delicate to commence i, or urge. her con-
fidence. ‘

Thus time was paffed b‘y the inmates of
the villa in its ufual reutine of elegant em-
ployments. Chriftabelle felt a repugnance
- unaccountable to herfelf in fpeaking of the
engagement fhe had entered into with Cap-
tain Fribourg, though fhe conftantly received
letters filled with the effufions of his heart,
that overflowed with affetion. He wrote.
from every town in the route throu‘g h Ger-
many. - Thefe tranferipts of a genume flame
reaffured her defponding hopes, and exhi-
larated her deprefled fpirits, for they were
expreffed in all the glowing, extatic lan-
guage of ardent paffion, he fpoke of his
conftancy, faith, and truth, which diftance
could not weaken nor time deftroy.

Thofe of our readers that have expe-
rienced the indefcribable charm, ‘the thril-

-
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ling tranfport fuch epiftles received from
thofe we love are capable of affording, can
only comprehend the ineffable delight that
filled the foft bofom of the Maid of Rouen
on their perufal. To indulge this new-
born rapture, in reperufing at leifure thofe
precious morgeaus, our heroine found her
higheft gratification in wandering alone on:
the margin of the lake, to comment on thofe
interefting documents, that were fo effential
to her prefent comfort and future happinefs,
Her mind -wholly filled by one dear cbjet,
there was no room for lefler concerns.
Cupid gave his votary courage; for .the
fafety of her perfon the had no fears, of her
arch en¢my the thought not, or if from a
concatenation of ideas he was ever prefented
to her mind, they only helped to heighten
thofe of her valiant deliverer in her opinion,
eliciting his “prowefs, and the obligations
{he owed him for her prefervation.

~ Might not the deteftable Longuemain,
from the effet of his wounds, be gone to
his great account; or, if recovered, have
{fmarted {ufficiently from his laft quixotic

~ .,
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expéditidn, to be in no hafte to renew the
.attack? She had at the earneft requeft of
her admirer, forborne to venture amid the
leafy retreats of the mountains, but ftrolled
at the fide of the river, which generally of
an evening was covered with pleafure-barges,
filled with gay company. Surely in fo pub. |
lic a fityation no danger was to be appre-
hended ? '
. Confident of fecurity, her whole i lmagma-
tion devoted to her Henry, for he had an-
nounced his Chriftian name, fhe thought
not of the clofing evening, nor the length-
- ened diftance from the villa. When fhe
had cafually turned her eyes on the water,
they were arrefted by a yacht o@, a large
' conftru&tion, that appeared ftationary, while
a fmall boat was rowed near the edge of the
lake, as if following the track fhe was pur-
fuing. This feemed only a common occur-
rence, and occafioned her no alarm ; pre-
fently it ftarted forward, and was hid from
her view among the flags and over-hanging
Jhrubs. Roufed from her reverie, fhe per-
ceived the fun was faft finking, and pre-
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pared to return, when fhe was mterrupted
'by two ftout fellows, who throwmg over
her a large thick cloth cloak, lifted her in
their arms, maugre her ineffe@ual ftruggles,
carried her on to the vefel, and laid her
| along the bottom. = Roufed to her danger,
fhe uttered the moft piercing cries, but the
found was effetually buffed by the immenfe
envelope, that hid from view her whole
ﬁgure So adroitly had they managed, that
many minutes had not elapfed, before ply-
ing their oars they made the beft of their
way to the yacht, when heedlefs of her
firuggles and fcreams, they lifted her into
the cabm. and laid her on a couche longue.
The wﬂians deeming their prey now fe-
cure, left her to reflect upon her fad fitua-
~ ticn, and to condemn herfelf for her falfe
fecurity. She could hear them bu’ﬁly em-
- ployed in weighing anchor,-and crowding
“all the fail they could carry. The wind
blew a brifk gale, an hour fince it was fa-
vourable, but had fhifted, and was now
right in their teeth.  Fearful if Chriftabelle,
fhould be miffed, and if purfued be eafily
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overtaken, they were. compelled  to row,
but in defpite of"all their exertions, flow
was their progrefs. Of this elementary dif-
appointment fhe was made acquainted by the
horrid oaths and blafphemous execrations
vollied forth by a man upen deck, who
_feemed to command the reft. :

- A death-like ﬂnverlng ﬁlook her whole
frame, as liftening fhe recognifed the dreads
ed voice of the reprobate Longuemgn..
Once more 'in his power he would make -
vengeance fure; fhe gave herfelf up for
loft, and offered her pious orifons to Omni-
potence to ftrengthen and fupport her in -
this hour of trial. - While yet fhe prayed,
the noife of many voices was heard mixed
“with curfes, the firing of piftols, and clath-
ing of {words. Chriftabelle; reftored to felf-
pofleflion, hope again re-illumed her prof-
pects, the doubted not her petition had been
heard, and that fuccour was near. She
refolved to exert her energies, and appear
among her friends ; folding around her the
cloak, fhe rufhed from the cabin, was ina
moment in the midft of a fcene of carnage
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and confufion. Two men, whofe faces the
could- not difcover by the uncertain light
; oppofed to each other, combated with the
moft determined fury ; fire ftruck from the
well-aimed blows given by their fweapons,»_
the wounds each received, drenched the
deck with ftreams of blood, at length both
fell from weaknefs. 5
A ﬂambeau was brought, and Chn&a—
beﬁe, who in the fanguinary confli¢t had.
‘been unheeded, now advanced, and as it
glared on their agitated features, beheld.
with fincere forrow, in the antagonift of
Longuemam, ‘Madame Wentworth’s honeft '
attendant, the inexplicable Rouviere ! It
was long fince the inmates of the villa had
been reconc1led to his forblddmg appear-
ance, by the re&titude of his condu&, and
his marked attachment to their perfons and
interefts. She threw herfelf on her knees
'by his fide, and with a flood of tears ex-
preﬂ'ed her poignant grief, that, in the vain
attempt of refcuing her, he had facrificed -
his valuable life. She perceived that on her
being mifled, he had purfued the yacht,
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which the wmd [hxﬁ:mg he had been enabled 2
to reach. d
~ As yet he had not fpoke 3 deep groans
burft from his agonifed heart. She tore
the fhawl from her neck, and with part of
it bound up his arm; with the other fhe
tried to flop the effufion of blood, that
flowed faft from his fide. In this charitable
office, fhe met no oppofition from the
“affociates of the abandoned Longuemain,
who were all' bufily employed, fome in
. managing the veflel, others in conveying
its commander into the fmall cabin, and
trying to bind up his wounds, which to their
affrighted fancy appeared to be mortal.
In the .violence of the fray, Rouviere:
'for'got h@s} wonted caution ; heedlefs of con-
{equences, he {ought but to fatiate his ven«
geance on her ravither, by regaiging
Chriftabelle. In the feuffle his falfe hair
and whitkers had fallen off, and to her utter
- amazement the beheld, in the ambiguous fer-
vant of Madame Wentworth, Dufrefne, the
compaffionate, humane jailor of the Abbaye!
Turning upon her his languid eyes, he faw
VOL. Il "D

»
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her ftart of furpnfe. Making a faint e&’or*_
to fpeak, he faid,
%53 perceive that I am recogmfed de-
ception now is ufelefs ; in me, angelic being,
‘you. meet your profelyte, who from: the
moment I witneffed your behaviour in fitua-
tions the mofk trying, it foftened my heart,
" humanifed my feelings, and miraculoufly
changed my rugged nature.  You: had
faved my foul, and I fwore by the  holy
Virgin to. devote my whole remammg life |.
to your fervice! I have kept my' voW;
‘but as a punifhment for my former tranf-
greffions, I fear the facrifice of fuch a {inner
will not. be accepted by the bon. Diew.”
Here becoming faint, Chriftabelle; thank-
; mg him for the goodnefs of his mtentlonS,
; ’»prayed him not to exhauft his little remain-
ing, firength by fpeakmc Throwing over
‘him the cloak fhe woré, the fat by his fide,
and 'bathed his.temples with fome ea: de
: Colegne, ;which fhe fortunately had -about
‘her.
~ The heart of :Chriftabelle overﬂoWlBd ‘
with gratitude for her poar profelyte, whofe

-
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‘fhﬁ,ed groans gave it a. Aenfation of agony ,
'She prayed for his recovery, J)ut there was
no help nigh. ‘A_hope flathed through her
~mind ; fhe recolleGted that, prior to her
leaving the villa, Madame hadidefired in the
courfe of her walk, fhe “would call at the
‘“cott'lge of ,one" of her patients, who had

received a deep cut in’ his leg from a fcythe

in-‘mowing, and leave/fome bandages and a
‘pot of cintment, of wondrous efficacy for

“wounds made by a fharp inftrument. * Loft-
in Rer pleafing " reverie, fhe had forgot to
make the vifit of mercy: it was therefore
at this moment in her work bag ; fhe felt a
thrill of joy at the idea that it might be ufe-
ful to the fuffering Rouviere. It was com-
pounded by Madamey from the healing
herbs -and balfamic plants in’ which Swit-
 zerland abounds, with whofe medicinal
qualities the was well acquainted, having
never known it fail in numerous cafes.

Her fcattered ideas thus aroufed, fhe .
thought only of the dying man, who had
for her prefervation facrificed himfelf. With
all that energy excxted which fhe ever ex-

D2 -
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erted on great occaﬁons, fhe had tern Ber

thawl to ftop the ‘hemorrhage ; and felf-
colleted, when furrounded by noife ‘and
tumult, the fpread the dreflings on lint,
and prepared* the -bandages. Her’fenfe of

delxcaty forbad her applying them, but per-

ceiving 2 man who, viewed the. fcene with

Jooks of .commiferation, the ven‘tured"ib

entreat that he would drefs the wounds of

poor Rouviere. To this he acceded, and

under her di’re&ioflc"performed his part

properly ; a thoufand times thanking her

aﬁiftant, fhe forgot not the gratitude fhe
owed to the Ommfmenu While the qui-
vering  lips of her poor patient breathed
forth a prayer for her condefcending good-
ness, the perceivedy in her forgetting to

vifit the peafant, the interpofing care of an |

overruling Providence; for had fhe exe-

cuted ‘her commiffion, it would not have
Jbeen in her power to have applied this won-
.der-working un&xon, in whofe eflicacy fhe

e

had perfe& faxth to the hurts of her deli-

~erer!
“While, like the good Samaritan,i the
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-angelic Chriftabelle was, binding up the
wounds, and pouring the oil of confolation:
“on the ear of the fuffering Rouviere, as he’
lay wrapped in a cloak on the deck, with a
fail-cloth for his pillow, the more wretched
;'Longuemam occupied the: only bed in the
cabin, and his hurts were drefled by a felf-
titled do&or, who had, before the new
order of things in revolutionized France,.
‘been an errand-boy to a chymift ; but from
that eventful era, when every one defignated
himfelf, and took the title that beft fuited
his intereft, he was denominated a furgeon.
The torture to which this ignorant praeti-
tioner put his “miferable patient, mlght be
gathered from the alternate groans and
" horrible execrations that met their ears.
Though his wicked foul trembled on the
very verge of eternity, he would not hear
of dying, becaufe he dared not meet his
Creator, whofe commands he had difobeyed, -
and whofe precepts hlS whole life had out-
raged This abandoned mifcreant felt no
compunction for hlS numerous oﬁ"ences
agam{t fociety, and was fo far from repent-

23
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ing hxs cnm@%‘ ,th i breathed

'B.ng":.
amft the mnocent of)je&’
of his wrathful mdlgnatlon whom he Te- ¢
folved to mﬁantly lmmolate fo hlgrage by .

ordenng his attendants to load his piftols,
and to drarr Chrlﬁabelle to his prefence ,'.'_
to difpofe of the Dt b:z‘e, who had dared

lift his plebexan hand againft him, byﬁ,throw-'
mg him into the river, and to lath his two

co'"npamons to the oar, to accelerate their

ﬂlght ‘whom he fhould know how to re-"'

%4

ward en thelr arrlval in France.

There can be no fellowﬂnp béetween th’éf
wicked ; to them the comohng chm'm of

“ulendfhrp is ‘unknown! No' longer’ than

their patron is able and willing to conmbute'

to their pleafures, aid their ‘ambitious pro- .

fe@s, or inereafe their future fortune, muft
fe eckon on_the attachment #thofe fawn-
i1

3 fycophants, ‘thofe  time- fervmc hypo-

crites. From thle maoment he is unable to

or atxfy them, can he expeét they will afift

him! Wretches, who are alone umted by
tercied momes, when Chanmng fate pro-.

duces poverty, ‘it dlﬁolves the bafe cement,

J ST
5 .
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and théy ceale adhermg to their late. dear
companion. ;
Like rats, tltey forfake a ﬁnkmg {hlp, ta?
offer.their ferv1ces to a more buoyant veflels
This truilm fwas fully exemphﬁed in the
‘behaviour: of Gerrard’s dlﬂolute crew, who
by him had been ca]oled into the belief, that
by embarking /in his fcheme, they thould
‘fhare mountains of money, by affifting him
to carry off a rich heirefs : for this purpofe
he had purchafed a faﬁ-falhng yacht, andin
fuch lawlefs times, there was no difficulty in
manning it with adefperate fet 6f renegadoes
Thefe were held together by nothmg but a
“hope of gain, that could only be realifed by
-the life of their coadjutor.  This, from the
exaggerated account of his furgeon, feemed
e faft ebbvng to its clofe, and with him
otld die all their ‘high- raifed expe&at ons
of reward, though not of pum{hment The
latter, {hould, they be overtaken in their
-piratical voyage, they could only avoid by
ichanging fides, like their fuperiors, and
Jommg§ the other party !
o : D 4
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Aﬂ'aﬁins as they were, to Whom'cnme@

-~ were familiar, they did not like to commit

murder for nothing! They believed, if they
managed adroitly, they might make a merit
of their clemency, and thus be better - paid.
for a&ing right, than if they had done.
wrong ; on this they calleda councﬂ where

it was agreed neém. con. that they fhould go

to the cabin in a body, and declare that they
would not obey his fanguinary orders!

This avowal threw the invalid into ¥

violent paroxyfin of paffion, at what he de-
nominated mutiny, fwearing he would
order them into irons, and, as foon ashe |
could crawl upon deck, have them all
hanged Iike fo many dogs. This exacerbated-
rage fet his wounds bleeding afrefh buton

 being told by the do&tor, that if it could not

be ftopped, he weuld not live another hour,
this threat filenced him, for the fear of deatfx
alone eould render quiet his perturbed pa-
tient. To continue him fo, at leaft for forme
hours, this fon of Efculapius made him
fwallow fifty drops of laudangm,” *

He now afcended to take upon hunfelf
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the command of the veflel, and to acquire
improvement in ‘his préféﬂion by pra&ifing
on Gerrard’s opponent, who had received
’alung'e through his right fide, and another
in the left arm; but as no vital part was
injured, neither would have beerr deemed
dangerous by a-fkilful pratitioner. Ad-
vancing with a felf-fufficient air, he addreffed
himfelf to Chriftabelle, obfetving, that as
fhe appeared to be interefted about her fer-
' vant, he was ready to examine his hurts, and
give his opinion on their appearance. This
the civilly declined : his fufferings eafed by
Madame’s balfam, he had fallen afleep:
the therefore told the man of medicine, fhe
had already caufed the drefling to be ‘applied
that the had feen ufed with much fuccefs ;
he now feemed eafy, and flept quietly ; fhe
could not, therefore, confent to have him
difturbed. ~ Provoked at her  refufal, he
 turned from her in a rage, faying, the fellow
might die and be d—d before he would fet -
a foot to fave him. Chriftabelle would not
havgghought herfelf juftified in not accepting
afiitance for Dufrefne, had fhe not heard
RS
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fomewof the men ngmg the hlf’cory of t-h‘?s
'charlatan, and’ langhmg hearnly at his pre-
“tenfions to furgery, obfervmg, if the devil
_ fpared Longuemaln, he would aﬁ'uredly die
of the do&tor. g L
On fthis fhe determined he_ thould W
difturb, nor torment by his ignorant appli-
cations, her poor patient, who was in the
‘hands of 'thg bon Die, ;fnd if it was his ple'}f-
fure he fhould live, was more hkely to e
‘cover by the preferiptions of Madame Wen‘t-
worth, ‘than by thofe of this xlhterate e
‘piric. '
Several days elapfed, when, in’ confe |
guence of the crew’s determination to adhere
to what:they denominated the caufe of the
heirefs, at her requeft they had contrived to
pitch up a canvas birth to accommodate

"~ Dufrefne. To this he was carried : ; and
by her dire&tion his hurts were again dreffed,
which being only flefh wounds, appeared to.
‘be in a ftate that promifed fpeedy con-
valelcence. . Moft gratefully did her patient:
1hank his fair preferver, moft ferventlygoffer
up orifons to his Creator that the might be'
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reftored to her fri‘ends; and moft i\l‘déﬁt]’)f{
entreat ‘that, inftead of beftowing | all her
attention upon hiny, fhe would take foe’
care of herfelf, whofe delicate conftitution
maft be facrificed to conftant’ watching. '~
This tdea was natural, for what reft the pro-
cured was on a mattrafs fpread on the deck,’
wrapped in her cloak, under a fort of tent,
that the failors had contrived to fhelter her-
from the night air ; fortunately the weather
continued fine, and God, “ who tempers .
the wind to.the- ﬂlorn lamb, preferved her
from danger. : :
~ The wounds of" Longuemam, which were
originally of a more dangerous nature than
- Dufrefne’s, from the ignorance of his fur~
geon, who' knew not how to treat them
_properly,: put on an alarmxng appearance,
attended with much fever. This was acce-
lerated by his impatience to get well enough
to exercife his threatened vengeance upon
his affociates in crime, to whom in vain he
iffued his commands: to bring Chriftabelle
into his prefence ; fearful of his intentions
agauﬂ her innocent life, they poﬁtwely re<
DD
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fuled to comply with his orders' The
marked attention, and humane commifera.
tion fhe had fhown to her ferva;lt; for fuch
he had announced himfelf, the foftnefs of
- her manners to themfelves, who appeared’
as her oppreffors, her heroic fortitude under
unmerited fufferings, the patience with which
‘the bore the déprivation of every comfortto.
which fhe had been accuftomed, had made
an intereft for her in every heart.

She faw the pity fhe had excited, and.
tried to avail herfelf of it, by perfuading them ‘
to return with her to Switzerland, promifing -
them a moft munificent retard, if, by doing
fo, they would enable her to beftow it by
reftoring Dufrefne and herfelf to Madame
Wentworth. They felt well inclined to
comply with her defire, by feizing upon the
veflel, and making Longuemain their pri-
foner, whike they liberated Chriftabelle.
‘They vacillated between hope and fear,
without coming to a determination. The
wind, as fickle as themfelves, fprung up 2
favourable gale; and while yet they de-
murred, they rapidly approached the Fyench

: L
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.coaft. It behoved them to come to an in-
ftant decifion : that it‘miglfit be in her favou e
Chriftabelle, her lovely countenance bathed

in tears, moft earneftly intreated their pity. -

; She could not do fo in vain, who had ren-

‘dered a profelyte to virtue the petrefcent
heart of a jacobinieal Jatlor I Therefore they
pledged themfelves to return to Laufanné,
as foon as night had clofed the eyes of
Longuemain and his do&or in fleep, he
being the only one of all ‘the'v‘mot-ley crew

.that had adhered to their bafe employer.-

" Chriftabelle’s heart once more buoyant
with hope, elated with joy at the profpect
of being liberated from her dreaded perfe-
cutor, ordered Dufrefne to be brought upon
deck, for the benefit of air, which being
done, he was ftretched under her ten¢ 5 when
feating herfelf upon the mattrafs, befide her
humble companiomrin mifery, ‘who had been
fo fevere a fufferer from offering himfelf 2
willing facrifige to refcue her from the worft
of evils, fhe. whifpered in his ear the plan
laid for their mutual reftoration, which was
that night to be put in execation ; bidding

L
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him keep up hxs fpirits, that once ‘at ‘the
wlla, by kind. attennon, and good nurﬁng,
he woald fOO"l regain health and ftrength.

- Dufs efne oﬁ'ered up his thanks to the ban
<Dteu, for this glorlous mte]hgence, bub
avowed, that the balfam of Madame had*
been fo echaczous, that his. wounds were:
already nearly healed. She expreffed. her
pleafure at hearing him fay this, and as’ hé
- was now able to fpeak without danger, fhe
fhould be glad to hear’ his miotives for dif-
' cruzfe, that lllnefs had prevented him fromq
~ giving when firft they met in the veflfel. He

‘bowed obedience, a*zd thus commenced his.
ftory. m G ke
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CHAP. IIL

LREADY Mademoxfelle, I hawe an-
nounced it was my fixed determmanon

_to devote to your fervice my whole life, to qult

an employment fo repugnant to the better
feelings you had excited in a-lieart hardened
by feeing crimes  repeatedly committed,

- though I was not the perpetrator of thofe -

enormities that now I refe& upon with hor-

for, which I ‘then viewed with apathetic

coldnefs, and thought the murderous war-
fare was juft and neceffary to_fuftain the
‘caufe of llberty, to fubjugate the proud op-

predors to the power of reafon, and to

render the world better and .happier | by a
more equal divifion of its confequence,
honours, and riches !

¢ 1hada ftrong energeuc mind ; 5 it-was

a prototype of my body, rough and power-

ful, but wholly uncultivated. Born a poo}‘
man’s fon, tolabour had been my lot,* con-
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vdemned like Cain to eat my bread procure&;{
by the fweat of my brow, uninftru@ted ina
knowledge of fociety, of manners or learn-

ing, I knew nothing! I was the fort of
being to be warmed by the florid reprefenté”‘

tions of the more enlightened ; I eagerly.;
caught the enthufialm of the moment, and
aéted from its influence, whether right or

wrong I did not'ftudy. - Of fuch materials
‘are the men made, who take an a&ive part
in the revolutions of mighty empires.

« It was my fate to be a fojourner in
Paris at that eventful era, that was marked
by the demolition of the Baftile, a name at’
which for ages both poor and .rich had
learned alike to tremble. Born in a land
of freedom, having drawn my firft breath '
ina goat-herd’s cot, on a mountain in Swit~
zerland, I longed to enlift in her caufes
while couragé nerved my arm, I gloried in
giving my afliltance ; I was ambitious of
feeing my name amid the firft patriots who
ftruck a blow at tyranny and oppreffion !
I rufhed into .the crowd, nor ftirred from *
the fpot, until that niighty.fabric of defpots
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ifm was levelled with the duft, whole maffy
walls ‘had: reverberated with the groans of
thofe incarcerated wretches, condemned by
overWeemng power to figh out exxﬂfence n
+ all the horrors of folitary xmpnfonment sty
‘writhe: under the agonifing rack, or to tera
minate life,” by the hands of the execii~
tioner ! : A
“ My earneft endeavours had rendered
me notorious ; I'was noticed by the leaders
of the democrati¢ party ;' my zeal in the
caufe of hbexty ‘warmly applauded ; and
doubt}gfs, had'not my want of Worldiy in-
formation been againft my preferment, had
the intelle€tual powgers by which nature had
'gifted me been properly cultivated ; in
fhort, could F have played the {yeophant, 1
x.night as others of as low a clafs of fociety
as mylelf, have in the new order of things
afplred to raile myfelf to confcquence, dig-
nity, and honours; but, alas! confcious of
my ignorance, I was too honeft for the -
~ times in which I lived! Unlike my com-
peers, I dared not with voluble effrontery,
boaft of falents I.did mot poffefs, mor impu-
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dently claim remuneratton that I was ccma%s
feious of not deferving ! What was the re-
fult ‘of this faciturn modefty & It was to be-
hold the' V1Ie refuge of the canazl[e, th
moft ¢ egregious knaves, the fcum of focx;
placed in offices of truft, and ornamente :
by the tri~coloured fearf, while poor DH@V_
‘frefne was not thouglit capable of filling'
any other employment in the great nation,
than being made ﬁ1ft Jzulor at the Abbaye’
prxﬁm = *
¢ Thus, were cruﬁ)ed my" afpmng 1deas,:‘
my ambitious’ hopes annihilated, byehe de-
grading ﬁtuatlon they alone thought me ﬁf
to fill. Dvappoznted mortified, Ibecam@
criel and unjuft; my manners were harfy |
as my perfon, my addrefs was repelfant amf
morbfe, my heart indurated! 1In fhort, T
. was finking, faft. into brutality, - when it ¢
pleafed my Creator to recal me to himfelf;’
by the voice ‘of an angel! You appeared
- Mademoifelle; a gleam of your bnghtneﬁ
~ fhone on - my ’ benighted reafon, - and
~ my darknels was “enlightened! Your ten- |
dernef§s to. your - guardian, your appeal to
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nie .m hls favour, fwayed by no felfith m@- :
twes, to procure comfort for hlm, your'
_prayers Wefe offered up in his behalf to the
God you o fervently worfhipped | Youx’,
efforts to fpeak peace’and hope to. hts op—
. preffed fpirits, the affeStionate converfatton
that paffed, each: ﬁrenuouﬂy exerting them-#
felves to fultain and reaffure the others, for ‘
I was an unfufpe&ed hearer of the whole!
— fiich wonderous goodnefs funk deep into
my foul ; it foufed all thofe latent particles
of kindnefs, that once animated my breaft ;
the cloud was difperfed ; I fickened as I
looked back upon my atrocmes, and thofe I
‘muft fill confpnt to WItnefs, if1 contxnuod
in the debafing fituation in which my de-
luded patriotifm had placed me'! Fhis fixed
my re/foluti.efn to abandon i, and expié.te’ my
pafl aggreflions, by dedicating my future .
days to the fervice of the angel whofe be ha-
viour had fnatched me from p°9d!t*on
< I had fome interelt with many of the
naify declaimers that make themfelves heard
in the hall of the convention, whofé bold
demands are too 'fjequeﬁtly" . aece’déd ‘to;

-
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when modcﬁ merit wouid be refufed 3 heaﬁr ;

ing. To thofe I apphed and teld your talé
of woe ; I took upon me to anfwer for your
innocence of the crimes laid to your chargg:
*by the abandoned Migronne, and the yet
more abominable Longuemain! The wolgng
s clamours of the gallery were fuccefsful an&
the refult was the acquittal of both youlfelf
and Mademoifelle Ancram through my in-
tervention, and I was relieved from a load
of forrow. linftantly refigned my difgrace
ful office, and thought only how to getinto
the fervice of the Engh{h Jlady -with whom
you now refided, though convinced it would
not long be a place of fecurity for you,
knowing your enemies were at that,time
employing means to get you into theit
power. I knew I could counteract thei_!?
- plans, when near your perfon, by trawerﬁn&
their {chemes. e
¢« I pondered over how I fhould manage
to procure admittance into the family of
Madame Wentworth ; if I applied for that
honour in the chara@er of a ¢i-devant fans
culotte jailor, fuch a perfonage could net

AR
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expel to gain belief that his intentions were
‘honeft, and his condu& corre@! I percewed”
that T muft get fome one in whom Madame
‘had conﬁdence, to recommend and vouch
for me ; ; this I did not defpair of effe&mg
1 never loft fight of you after you were li-
berated ; I had my fpies even in the houfe
.of your prote&refs; from thefe I learned
your meditated flight; this increafed my
eagernefs for an intreduction to Madame,
who, without a guarantee, I could not fup-
pofe would truft her perfon and her pro-
perty with the inmate of a prifon, a feer de-
mocrat, whofe principles and whofe intereft
- would dictate the giving Rer up to }ns
party.

s In addition to this, for 1 was confcmus
of all my defec’ls, that my addrefs, always
uncouth, was from. the nature of the em-
Ployment I had been p‘aced in, increaled into
a fierce unbendlng xudenefs, that in ap.
pearance rendered me a very unfit attendant
to wait upon delicate, polithed, well-bred
females. Ifaw all the difadvantages I had
10 encounter ; but they were not fufficient
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ten’dmc your fortune 8, o watch over
preferve you from thofe t/gers in hu
form, that I knew. thxrﬁpd for your blosd.
e Through my fpies I gained inform:
tion, that Monfieur Lambert was the ageiﬁL
“entrufted by Madame Wentworth to fecretly
arrange this bufinels ; to him thereforen‘ :
got myfelf prefented by.the worthy phyf- |
cian, vﬁxom you, Mademoifelle, -will.recol
le@, I procured, at your defire, to attazd .
the laft moments of Monfieur Luneyille.
On him T had conferred'an obligation, and
‘now fought the only return I withed to ob:
tain. = After you left the Abbg} e, my naturﬁr.
‘being wholly changed by your example and
precepts, I was induced to foften the r‘goﬂrs
of his imprifonment, and ultimately to ferfe |
him,* with Jome of the leaders. 6f the ]3' '
cobin fattion, to whom I was well knowﬂv
By my exertxons, ‘and their affiltance, th’-’*
good man was liberated from Conﬁnemenf:
and permxtted to rejoin hIS now re_]mcmg
family.,
< He had witneffed my condu& when
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you were in. my power- hmeeIf had felt
the "bleffed effsés ‘your behaviour had“
wrought ih.my once-favage breaft; he
therefore was the propele& perfon to de-
feribe me truly to Monfieur Lambert. His -
grantude was unbounded, and moﬁ rcadlly
he acceded to my requeft of mtroducmg
me to that cremleman. You well know I .
pofieffed no pohfhed language to urge my
{uity but I fimply told the tale of my con-
verfion througb you, the adoration you
had excited, and the folemn vow I had
made ; that as you had, [ hoped, preferved
me from the te‘mptations"lof the devil, I
+would be your guard and _protector from
the machinations of his prototype on earth,
Gerrard Longuemam' To do this effec. -
A tually, I withed to be hired as ‘your efcort
to the Cantons; for this I was well calcu-
lated, being by birth a Swifs, to whom every
crofs-road and every. iiliberge was well
’kno‘.m.. Prior to the revolmx01, I had
~ been employed as a carrxer between the two
countries. : I
¢ Monfieur Lambert obferved that there .
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appeared fo much” truth in my ﬁory, tha!
though it might be deemed imprudent j m
him to put my zeal to the hazard he w:ﬁ'
ftrongly tempted to make the trial. Dr
Duval, who knew my ﬁncerlty, and t
my whole heart was in the bufinefs, gehes
roufly offered to guarantee my mtegrx’ry,
and the honefty of my intentions. It was |
then azranged, that 1 fhould difguife my-
{elf as much as pofiible, that I might net be
recognifed by you as Dufrefne. Asto
ferveand fave you was all I required, money
was not my objet, for T'had been enabled
420 accumulate ‘a fufficiency for all my
humble wants, This careleflnefs in pé*j
cuniary matters, made my condu@ appear
{o problematical to Madame, whom I wifhed
" to ferve without fee or reward, that ﬂl@ ‘
would not perrmt it, and I was compelled 10
receive wages, or retire from a fituation. L
was fo defirous of retaining. Doubtl@fsr
ihe recounted many of our converfations;
which muft have appeared as {trange to
you, as to herfelf. In one inftance, Inearly
‘ betrayed my fennments ; the leaven of my

i | 7
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old principles adhered to me, ‘and I felt an
‘unconquerable repugnance to wearing that
badge of {flavery, a party- -coloured ‘coat !
She faw my dlﬂlke, and kindly ylelded to
my requeft of bemg permltted to ferve her
in plain clothes Lk
= Feelmg the dxfadvantages I had to en-
counter, more from being illiterate than
~ ignorant, 1 have employed all my leifure
hours, which from the retired habits of the
fam:ly have been many, in endezwourlng to..
improve myfelf tox {trengthen my mind, by
books, and form my behaviour from ex-
ample Sedulous attention has enabled me
to rub off fome of the ruft by which I was
encrufted, when firlt we met at the Abbaye ;
but though 1 hope my heart is mtendered
I am confeious that my manners are fhill "
rough, and my perfon very uncouth. '
< T have never: loft fight of my ortgmal
‘ oath to watch over and protect you ; when
. you have refufed my fervices, I have, “well
armed, followed at a diftance your fteps,
convinced that the villain I have now
punithed would never reft until by get-”
VOL. JII. L '
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ting you into his power, he could fat}a;g
his avarice and his vengeance | ng
adverfe fate defeated my good mtennons.;_ :
- When you went to the y vicarage, while I‘weg
~ abfent, tranfadting fome bufinefs for e
dame, from the note you left at you?‘
departure, of the fraud praéhfed to gat
you from the curé’s, nothmg was fufpe&ed‘
by either family, uniil your letter arrived i |
the morning, announcing your being cat
ried off by Longuemain, and _your fortunafe
refcue by the valour of a Captaln Fribourg.
While T called down bleflings upon yeur‘
- preferver, he excited my envy ; I was fe-
verely mortified that you fhould owe your |
fafety to any one but him who was pledged
to the bon Dicu, to guard you at the hazard
of his life! ' :
¢ Again my intention was defeated L]
had traced. your fteps at a dlﬂ:ance, when-
ever you took your way to the Lake, unUl
that unlucky night when I was fent by my
Lady to Laufanne, to execute a commlﬁion ]
of fome truft with her danguicr. On my
veturn, not feeing you in the faloon, I en-
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quired of Suzette if' you were taking your
_evening promenad®, and which way you
were gone ; her anfwer was, the fuppofed
to your favourite walk by the water-fide.
It was then near dark, and alarmed, I knew
not why, Tflew along the margin of the
flood. " I faw you not, but perceived this
 veflel, makmcr every exertion to get out of
“the river. A thoufand fears filled my ima-
gination; my heart mifgave me; I called
loudly on your name, and was anfwered
only by the echoes of my own voice. Dif-
tracted by my terrors, I was at a lofs how
to proceed ; there wasno time for delibera-
tion; I refolved to inftantly follow the
yacht ; but how it was to be effe@ed, was
the queftion.

¢ While I was agitated almoft to mad-
nefs, a fithing-boat hove in fight. I hailed
it, and eagerly told my diftrefling tale, pro-
mifing them every thing they could afk, if
they would affift me in this exigence. On
hearing that it was you, who had been fo
kind to their wives and children, that had
been carried away by ruffians, they ex-

E 2 :
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. preffed themiives 4 ‘eager to follo' v
refcue you from their guafp 1 only
for their boat, ‘and a couple of ftout y
~ men, infilting upon landing the- fathers
famlhes,a,whofe exiftence I would not «
fent to endanger. Their hardy fons p
fefled themfelves ready to rifk llfe, and i
- for your deliverance ! - . e
<c T accepted their fervices. We rowéd’
with all our Ftrength ; and at length, wuﬁh
much laborious toil, came up with thefe
- piratical depredators, who feeing only
fithing fmack, heeded us not, until rux‘fnmg
clofe alongfide, we boldly leaped upom.th%
deck, which bemg fmall, we foon came @
clofe quarters.” Trufting to my well-tems
pered fabre, I gave a piftol to each of my
companions. The firft perfon that met
my fight was the villainous Longuema.ﬂlz“
whom 1 inftantly recognifed, in delpite of |
his maritime difguife. This affured me you
were again in his power; I repeated my
vow, and firmly refolved to" refcue you, of
die in the attempt.” This I announced in 4
voice of thunder, calling upon him to ﬁghﬁ‘
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for his prize, ‘or yield her up inftantly. His
anfwer to my challenge was the levelling 'a
carbine at my head; fortunately, it miffed
fire. T ftruck it from his grafp, and’ like
an enraged lion, T attacked th]S toe to good-
nefs ! Defperate was the engagement 5 fuch
our irritation, neither felt the wounds given
or received,mntil faint and exhaufted with
lofs of blood, both dlopped at the fame
moment !

¢ In vain ‘had Longuemam, thh the
moft horrible éxecratiohé, called for affift-
ance from his hireling crew; like all other
mercenaries they kept aloof, refolved to fee
what would be the fate of their leader, be-
fore they interfered, and then unite with
" the conqueror. «They, as well as my honeft
fellows, refted on their arms, and viewed
the fanguinary conflict. When  life was
ebbing faft, and we could no longer con-
tend for victory, you ‘Mademoifelle ap-
peared, again took the form of my guar-
dian angel, and affifted by your humane
_attention, your .poor ' lacerated fervant;
for I believe, that without prompt aid, my

E 3
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hurts would have proved deadly, from the
ireful vengeance that diretted the ﬁmgg
of my antagonift. I fhould imagine the@v
he received being applied with equal go@
will, muﬂ: eventually telmmate his ex@
ence. ! §
“ The death of Gerrard will accelerafe,
your plan, by giving you prefent freedom;
and enfuring your future fafety; for' no-
thing in human form, but that diabolical
fiend, would feek to injure fo fair and eﬁ»
cellent a creature.’ ' TN
When he termmated this account qf
himfelf, which through his recital “had
caufed Chriftabelle to fthed thofe dellcwtﬁ
tears, that flowed frem a heart overcharged|
with gratitude, fhe repeatedly thanked'
him for his difinterefted attachment, praifed
his good properfities, and affured him that,
 the fhould never regret being a prifoner in
the Abbaye, as it had made him a profelvte,
to religion and virtue.
While the truly pious Chrx&abelle was
applauding the corre@ condu@ of her pe-
nitent, and gladdening his honeft heart by,
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avowing, that whenever fhe was fettled,
they would never part, her houfe fhould
be always, his home, he felt ‘renovated by X
promife that infufed into his exhaufted
breaft new life. The terrified failors an-
~nounced that a fhip was bearing down faft
upon them. If the proved an enemy, they
were ‘loft, for they were better calculated to
run than fight, having only a couple’ of
- fmall fwivel guns, and a few mufkets, there-
fore could not hope to beat off fo large a
veffel as the one that now appeared crowd-
" ing all her canvas to come up, with ‘them.
They had but one chance : the yacht was a
faft failer, and they mult have recourfe to
flicht for their preferv“flon

The alarmed Chriftabelle, who again faw
all her late flattering hopes about to be
2nnihilated, with tears intreated them to
make at leaft an attempt to efcape. They
were as eager s herfelf to fhun an Englith
prifon, for by their glafles they could defery
fhe was of that nation. They ftrained every
- nerve to avoid the'foe ; but vain were their
endeavours. The fituation of his favourite

B4






CHRISTABELLE 81

'md {hot. On the Captain makmg his
appearance, he was furprifed to find two
wounded men, and a beautiful young crea-
ture, who addreffed him in very correlt Eng-
- lifh, told her fad tale, that, 1nfhgated by the
worlt of ‘motives, the had ‘been ftolen from
the protecion of her friends, by the owner
of the yacht; that her fervant, who lay
ftretched on that mattrafls, had with' two
honeft Switzers purfued and overtaken -
them, .in the hope of refcuing her. In the
attempt he had been feverely wounded, as
_ was alfo the villainous Longuemain.

She continued, that long taught to ad-
mire the valour of his nation, that report
announced to be merciful as brave, fhe
therefore hoped and trufted that herfelf and
attendant fhould experience from him the
humane treatment that had rendered the
Britith name proverbial among nations.

This appeal from lips that rarely fued in
vain, employed in pronouncing an eulogium
upon his country, while throwing: herfelf
upon his mercy, could not fail of eEe&mg :
its purpofes W

s = E 5
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He gave orders for her inftant remoy I
into the Tartarus, the name of his veflel,
gallantly refigned his cabin to her ufe, and
on hearing the privations fhe had for feveral
days endured, recommended her to imr’h{é
diately repair to bed. . Before fhe could
confent to avail herfelf of this comforta'big';{.A
offer, fhe intreated him to extend his kmd
attention to her poor fervant, whofe wounds
had never received any affiftance; but from
a balfam which the happily had with her,
" when torn from her friends ; that fhe had
prepared the dreflings, which one of the
crew, with more compaffion than the reﬁ_,_‘
had by her diretions applied.

- Captain Beanmont faid he was very forry
' to be compelled to refufe a requeft that did
her fo much credit, but he muft receive the

- owner of his prize into his own thip, and
“having taken feveral others,

he was quite

full, and really had no accommodation for

- Dufrefne, therefore he muft remain in the
yacht; but as he meant to make for the

_ firft Englith port, they would not be long

\fgparated, and in the mean tim‘e he would .

el : 7.
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order his furgeon to examine his hurts, and
do’all that was neceffary, and his fituation
thould be made comfortable by takmg the -
birth of his antagonift. -
With this arrangement the was obliged
to appear contented, though fhe well knew
Dufrefne would think the greateft evil he
could Have encountered was to be divided
from her whom he idolifed and worfhipped
as a divinity. = Impatiently fhe waited for
the return of the doctor: his account was
moft favourable; he faid her patient was
doing Awéll, that his wounds had never been
dangerous, that her balfamic application had
performed wonders, and he would foon be
difcharged from the fick lift. Of Longue-
~ main he gaye a very different account. From
“being improperly treated by an ignorant
empiric, a gangrene had appeared, which
threatened a mortification, his fever ran
‘high, whichte increafed by inceflant rav-
ings ; in fhort, he thought his hfe drawing
near its clofe.
‘The pious Chriftabelle could not contems
plate the fate of her greateft enemy taus
E 6
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called to his account without countmrr her |
‘.beads, and oﬁerxng up a prayer to Omni: |
potence for his finful foul. ~ While the "
Tartarus was beatin g about the Cha‘nr‘lel',f
the hope of picking up a more valuable
prize, a ftorm of  wind arofe, in which fhe
parted company from the yacht. The cap.”_
tain flattered himfelf fhe had got into fome
place of fafety, but great was the grlef ef ;
our heroine at this ‘intelligence 3 the had
vxewed the elementary confliet with un{
thaken firmnefs, but this account made her
a.very woman., In Dufrefne fhe had loft
“her only friend, and was conveying a Cap-,
tive to a country where the knew not, not ';
was known to a fingle individual. . In her
purle fhe had about twenty Louis d’oxs,.{;
when they were expended, what was to be-
come of her until the could write to, andi
obtain an anfwer from Madame Went-.
worthP ‘The provident care tfnt had caufed '
her to give her papers of confequence into
that lady’s fafe I\eepmg, fituated as fhe was,
appeared ther greateft misfor tune : had they’

now been in hﬁr poﬁefﬁon, the might Thave

L8
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: ,eaﬁly procured money to. anfwer fhe ex1-“
'genmes ‘of the moment. - L
Chriftabelle had been tried by fevere af—
¥ ﬂn&xons, and had condufted herfelf moft
»rhero;cully_ Young as the was, fhe had
rifen above troubles, under which age and
‘experience might have funk, but hitherto
~the had met fupporting friends ; now, by a
ﬂ'rangé coincidence of adverfe circumftances,
fhe was thrown wholly upon her\t)wn exer-
~ tions; ermpe’llled,to_ combat, fingle-handed,
againft adverfity! The world was indeed
before her, yet where on its face was an
ifolated individual, without Lnowledge of its
ufages, orwherethhal to purchale its fa-
vour, to find a refling-place? She had
clung to her humble friend Dufrelne, szs
one who might advife in exi'gency‘, who be-
ing attached to her from principle, would
prote& her from infult; but he alfo was
divided fromx her, and with poignant grief
the refleéted, that if the yacht fhould be
retaken, it was more than probable that
Dufrefne, given up to his enemies, would
become a martyr to his profelitifm.
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While thefe mournful refletions per-
vaded her mind, fhe condemned herfelf for
daring to murmur, and arraign the wifdom
of that Providence, whofe miraculous inter.:
_pofition in her favour fhe had fo often ex-
perienced;  when all human help feemed
vain! She thought with Pope, ¢ that
whatever is, is right ;*> for thould the worﬁ_
 he feared have happened, his not being in
the fame fhip with ‘Gerrard would be a for-
tunate circumftance, by enabling him to tell
the ftory to his own advantage, by fayiﬁg, ;
inftead of being his foe and antagonift, he
was his friend and abettor. a
Thus this truly eftimable young creature;
inftead of enervating her mind by pufillani-
moufly yielding to defpair, tried to re-affure
herfelf by embracing hope, .and to encou-
rage its delufive flatteries. She had read
over a thoufand times the letters of her be-
loved Henry;\ they were in her pOCket
when the was {pirited away by the emiffaries
of Longuemain. She applied this prjecious-
~balfam to her lacerated bofom, while her
orifons were offered for thejr writer : fhe
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. kiffed, carefled, and wept over thofe tran-
fcripts of a faithful lover. Very dlEerent
was the effett of the tender paffion on the
mind of our heroine from how it is de-
{cribed to a& upon romantic miffes ; mf’cead
of emafculating her imagination, and ren-
dering her imbecile and ina&tive, it roufed
her energies, ftrengthened her powers, and
‘gave her éourage to encounter thofe evils,
thofe misfortunes, - thofe difappointments,
that ftrew the path of life!

Chriftabelle loved warmly, truly, fondly,
but it was a reafonable, rational paflion,
founded upon the ‘only firm bafis for con-
nubial happinefs, trufting confidence, per-
felt efteem, and affe@ionate friendfhip. In
the changing bufy fcenes we have had to
-delineate, in which our heroi_rie has been
engaged fince fhe left Switzerland, there
was no time to talk of the raptures of love,
to pourtray her agonies, to count her tears,
or number her fighs! Itis moft true that
we have not been fo diffufe on this intereft-
ingsfubje& as many ¢ of our contemporaries;
becaule we were Wllﬁn’g idr' gave fomething

&7 5 e
¥ o™
Nl Erai









S













94 e (.HRISTABELLE.

heart 5 hat his future felicity would depend”“
on her acceptmg his proffered hand nofv
had he much fear of its being rejeCted,
when he refleéted on the flattering partiality
fhe had always evinced for him, as a daily.
. vifitor at the villa, and the tender fenfations
that throbbed in her breaft, which in vain

fhe tried to fupprefs, on the evening he

took leave of the agitatéd charmer ; nor
was he much lefs affeéted by the ftifled fighs,

the murmured adieu, and the kifs he con-
trived to fteal, than herfelf. Thefe cir-
~cumftances had made an impreffion upon

his imagination that time ‘could not erale,

and abfence had now blown into an unex-

tingwfhable ﬂame. ’

It was in vain he ftruggled betw1xt hlS
love for Harriet and’ his love of liberty 5
the former conquered, and he was refolved
to rel‘urn 10 the villa, explain his intentions
‘to his. good friend Madame Wentworth,
and being in every acceptation of the term
a frge denizen, offer his hand, title, and
fortune to the. woman whofe excellent
heart, amiable manners, modeft undivided
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affection for hlmfelf had prevalled over
his pregualce againft wearing matrimonial
chains, and made him a true convert to a
- virtuous paflion.

After greeting Lord Everﬂey upon his
fafe arrival, telling him that he expedted
to hear that he had ‘levanted to England,
with fome Italian principeffz, but was per-
feQly rejoiced he had arrived juft in time
to take his leave of him, as he now medi-
tated to depart ; he then with  his ufual
honeft candour avowed thofe fentiments
which he fhould make the guide of his
future conduét, that difgufted with French
principles, and heartily tired of roving, he
was on the wing for Switzerland, impatient
~to throw himfelf at the feet of his fair .
enflaver, the amiable Harriet Ancram,
offer to become her willing votary for life,
if the would confent to bind her true knight
in the feathery fetters of Hymen! While
thus in buoyant fpirits he explamed his
intention, a ‘deep-drawn figh was emxtted
from the breaft of Lord Everfley, who,

*
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cited i in his hltherto untouched heart a moft
forvent uncontroulable paffion for the
eftimable Maid of Rouen. Her image per-
vaded his whole mind; he could fpeak,
could think, could dream only of her!
The romance of his difpofition was
brought into attion, he withed to fee, to -
hear, to be introduced to her, under a
- charatter nearer to her own rank in life,
than that he was fated to fill. In fhort, he
~was defirous to gain an intereft in her
bofom, to be loved for himfelf, not to owe
her acceptance of his fuit to his title, confe-
quence, and riches! He was willing to
~ facrifice all thefe adventitious gifts to her
affe@tion, but not to gratify her ambition.
It was true that fhe had been tried in the
crucible of adverfity, and had come’ forth
pure without alloy ; but who could anfwer
how the would ftand the teft of unexpected
grandeur ? Tempted by the offer of power,
wealth, and a coronet, ‘might. not her ex-
alted principles be fhaken? Might {he not,
attuated by prudential motives, confent to
beftow her hand where her heart could not
VOXs 1Taas & F
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accompany the gift?  The very 1dea of fuch,‘
a ]oylefs union, chilled the warm cuu‘ent
that the thought of calling" this fair crea-’{
ture his, always occafioned to flow rapldly,‘
- through his breaft !
To fatisfy thefe doubts that made fuch
inroads on his quiet, to be convinced by
ocular demonftration of that merit he had
been taught to eftimate fo highly by defcrip-.
tion, to try if it.were not pofiible to gain
for himfelf an intereft in her heart, glowing,
tender, and dlﬁntere&ed he refolved upon '
an inmediate journey to the cantons ! He
then proceeded to give an account of his
tour, and'the refult fo flattering -to ‘his.
amour-propre.  This - has. been already
recounted. Lord Henry fummed up the
- whole by an avowal that if the Marquis did’
not confent to his marrying Chriftabelle,
on hearing the ftory repeated he had then
told, he could not anfwer for his own con-
du; moft unwillingly fhould he take a
wife, in dire& oppofition to the commands
of his worthy father, but he had a ‘facred
vow regiftered in the archives of Omnipb-
tence, never to wed another woman !
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Sir Evexard had patxently and thhoutfﬁf
interruption liftened to the prolix account
of this enthufiaftic lover, ‘Well hé knew
that to treat fo confirmed a paflion exther"
t00 lxghtly or too ferlouﬂy, would be to :
make his friend his enemy. He therefore
wifely forbore, in this delicate predicament,
giving any advice, convinced that however
falutary it might be, it would be a bitter
potion‘to fwallow. When prefled by Lord
Everfley » for his opinion on the fubjed,
affured that like all others in a fimilar cafe,
it was approbation he fought! he could
only be prevailed upon to fay that both
Chriftabelle and himfelf poﬂeifed his efteem
and friendfhip, and he fhould ﬁncerely re-
joice in feeing them- united in thofe bonds
he was going to. put on! But they were
differently fituated ; he was his own mafter,
‘hadlonly to procure ‘the lady’s confent,
 which he flattered himfelf would not be re-
fufed : ¢You, my dear Lord, have to combat -
the prejudices of an old Patrician family,
who will think it a duty to oppofe your
Wlfhes. I have too high an opinion of the

X e



o

[

Ll







. 102 | CHRISTABELLE.

at your hafty decifion, deplore its confe,
quenées, and arraign the madnefs of a con
dud that even your love of ‘an eftimable
woman cannot excufe in the fenfible, corret,
philofophical Lord Everfley, when oppofed
to the tendernefs and affeétion of fo kind,
fo indulgent a parent as S ol are  bleffed
with.”
seaf allow, Everard, all you fay.ié:right
~and " proper,”but I am hurried forward by
an ifnpetuous paffion, the,mafter-key‘of my
foul, that fways my condué& a‘nd‘turns‘ me
at its pleafure ;-in fhort, Chriftabelle is my
fate,—l cannot exift without her! Youare
a happy, enviable man; you go to offer
your devoxrs, where you are certam they
will be received with rapture. Long, very
long may you enjoy connubial blifs, with
the woman of your unconftrained; ele&ion.
Comfort, and footh by every friendly at-
 tention my beloved Chriftabelle, whom the
being who adores her is for a time con-
ftrained to quit; but long it cannot, mutt
not,- fhall not be! I have ftill much de-
pendence on the parental indulgence of the
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vfervants and pecumary engagements, as it
would fave that time, every moment of
- which was now become f{o* precious, until
he could reach England, and know his
doom. — This being promifed, he prefled
with fervour the hand of his friend, again :
recommended to his prote&ion his beloved
Chriftabelle, fincerely withing him that
happinefs with Mils Ancram, which his
“adverfe fate thrggtened to procraftinate if
not to prevent him from enjoying. Thus
faying, Le fprung into the chaife, and bade
the poftilions put the horfes to their ut--
moft fpeed!. ' :
Lord Everfley had not left Florence one
day, when the letter of Madame Went-
worth arrived, fraught with intelligence that
would have driven him to madnefs. On
its perufal, that' milk of human kindnefs,
which ever flowed in the breaft of Sir
Everard, occafioned him to keenly feel for
and truly commiferate the diftrefs of his
friends. He would have undertaken any
adventure, however dangerous, to reftore
Chriftabelle to their:arms, but there was

)
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- no clue to guide his fearch. Horrid idea! —
the veffel was defcribed as fmall, in which
‘fhe was conveyed away; it might be loft,
or it might have reached fome port in
France. In the cuftody of fuch wretches,
the perfpeftive of either fate was equally
dreadful ! : ’
An inftant’s refle@tion reaffured his fink-
1.3 hopes; Omnifcience was all-fufficient,
a]ready had fhe been miraculoufly preferv-
ed; it would therefore have been a crime
to dlfhuft the goodnefs of Providence. A
chearing ray fhot acrofs the gloom, the
yacht might have been made a prize by the
watchful Engh{h whofe veflels are ever
hovering upon the Gallic coaft; fhould
this defirable event haye happened all
might yet be well, convinced fo young and
lovely a creature would, from his brave
countrymen, experience the utmoft hu-
manity ! Thus fituated, fhe would write,
to the villa, and its inmates would foon
rejoin her in Britain, or by fome chance
fhe might meet her lover ; though there the
‘would not think of feeking him, behevmg



‘CHRISTABELLE, 107

.thglf “he was then n Gérmany. Thefe -
thoughts brought comfort. in their train.
At all events, he was right glad his friend
"had haftened his departure, for it had faved
him' from knowing a misfortune that he
could not have prevented, and fome intelli-
gence might be obtained of the fate of his
adulated miftrefs, ere the fad news reached
him. it
~ The defcription Madame had given of
Harriet’s deprefled fpirits, would have
greatly alarmed him, had he not flattered
his amour-propre, that his pro]onged abfence
‘had fome thare in her regrets, and that his
early prefence, and the offer of his heart,
would ad as a [overeign reftorative.  Of its
efficacy, he meant to inftantly try the effec,
by immediately proceeding to Switzerland..
He merely ‘wrote a few lines to .Madaine,
announcing his intention ; he ftopped only
to arrange thofe things entrufted to'his care
- by Lord Everfley, which having adjufted
‘with his ufual celerity,’in a very few days’
he followed his letter. :
Love, that always gives' wings (o the
0
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impatient travellér, who is ﬂymg to the feet 7
_of his miftrefs, aided our Baronet’s fpeed
~who, by double fees to poftilions for extra,,\

hafte, and to oftlers for furnithing him

with the fleeteft horfes, managed to arrive
at Violet Villa long before its inhabitants :
thought it poflible for him to perform the
journey. He was received with grateful -
pleafure by Madame, and with evident agi-
~ tation and tremulous delight by, Harriet,
whofe fuffering mind was divided betwixt |
grief for the lofs of her friend, and joy at

the return of the man to whom every im-
: pulfe of her heart was devoted. Sir Everard

forgetting, or wholly carelefs of a third

perfon’s_prefence, ftrained her to his breaft
with a warm embrace; her fpirits weakened,
prior  to his arrival, her "contending emo-
tions overcame her, and fhe fainted in his

arms. o
- Frantic at beholding her fair face the

emblem of death, fearing he had loft her

for ever, juft as he began to eftimate her
value, his altions were thofe of a madman.

He called upon her by 'evef'y» endearing. epi-
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thet that affe@tion could devife, — his adored
Harriet, — the friend of his heart, — the
wife of his eletion. While thus he apoftro-
phifed, his agonifed tears covered her pale
cheeks, he prefled her cold lips, and prayed
the would live for her Everard.

‘Madame, who was the depoﬁtafy of her
fecret fentiments in his favour, being very
unlike the generality of her fex, heard wrth
' fincere delight his ardent declaration, and
future intentions for her protegée.  She
_comforted him by the affurance that Harriet
“was only in a fit, to which, from the weak-

nefs of her nerves, fhe had lately been
: much accuftomed, adding, with a fmile,
« fhe will foon be reftored if you do not kill
her with kindnefs ; but if you will confent
to depofit your lovely burthen on the fettee,
and rlng for Suzette, I will anfwer for her
, refufcitation — to — ** ¢ Oh dear, beft, and
moft confiderate of friends, allow me to fill
upthe blank by faying,to love and Everard!”

The. femme de chambre now appeared
- with proper reftoratives ; Harriet was foon
recovered from a {woon, which was occa-
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ﬁrahger to the paflion he had created in the
breaft of Harriet Ancram before he. left
Switzerland, therefore did not return in the
character of a defpairing fwain ; that being
the fa&, her interference ';;vould be a work
of fupererogation! He allowed that her
idea was juft, but vowed he did not fufpe&t
his good fortune until the parting evening ;
it was then too late to avail himfelf of its
knowledge ; nor until -abfence had fhown
him the true ftate of his own heart, he
dared not offer his hand to Mifs Ancram ;
but that he was returning with that intention
prior to the arrival of her epiftle, Lord
v Everfley would vouch for him.

A paffion fo well underftood by all parties,
had nothing to ‘oppofe its progrefs Sir
Everard embraced the firlt opportunity of
being. alone with his fair one, with manly
energy §o urge his fuit, and exprefs thofe
tender fenfations fhe had infpired. He had
the fuperlative felicity to hear his enraptured
Harriet exprefs a mutual flame ; and while
he encircled her fragile form in his arms,
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: bluthing fhe confeﬁ'ed how long ihe. haﬁ
‘been a delpairing votary of Cupid.. :

Thus mutually pleafed, mutually happy,.;

why was their union to be: procraftinated by
unneceffary delays, too often dangerousin

love? Thus reafoned the fenfible Madame

Wentworth ; therefore, when Sir Everard

_intreated his Harriet to fix an early dayto
- make him bleft, the willingly fecohded'the

motion. - Harriet . had nothing to m‘ge'

againfl the wifhes of her admirer ; fhe fighed
on refle@ing, that while fhe was fo favoured
by Providence, what might be the fate of
hér unhappy friend! But foothed, and

encouraged to hope they fhould all again’

meet in joy, by him whofe arguments wete
with his beloved ever incontrovertible, fhe
endeavoured to rally her fpirits, and meet
him at the altar with fmiles of gratitude.
The ceremony was performed, by the
worthy caré, and his lovely daughters were
their blooming bridemaids, to whom Ma-
dame Wentworth had prefented very hand-
fome drefles for the occafion, to which Lady
Ardent, as a token of her efteem and friend:

i)
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ﬂup, addexi elegant pearl broaches, inclofi ing
a plait of Madarne’ S5 and her hair intermixt, -
Thefe were appended from gold Venetian
chains. The bridal guefts after the cere-
mbny. repaired to. Violet Villa, where.was
prepared an excellent dinner. A collation
for, and prefents to the fervants, were not
forgot, and fincerely’ wds it deplored that
the eccentric Rouviere was not prefent to
fhare their bounty. 'The 'abfence of her
eftimable Chriftabelle on the happieft day of
her life, a life the had helped to preferve,
was deeply, fincerely regretted by the fair
bride, whofe bright eyes were flooded with -
tears, in defpite of her efforts to conceal
them, at a' moment it muft make her appear
ungrateful to her generous hufband ! He
had no fuch ideas, but truly fympathlfed n
her " forrow, while he prefled her to his.
* throbbing ‘heart, and kifled away thofe.
‘precious drops of feeling, he \”hxfpered his
_ admiration, his approval of thefe amiable
' fenfibilities, that doubly endeared her o
him, and did herfelf fo much honour. -
They ftopped- at the Villa a few days:
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after ‘their marrlage, in whxch time no acz}?
count of Chriftabelle arriving, ﬁreparauons\;"
were made for their intended tour through
the Italian ﬁates. " Sir Everard, whofe
% love appeared to have mcreafed by what
it fed on,” was moft anxious to leave Swit-
zerland, fuppofing that its well- known
“images were calculated to'deprefs the fplrlts :
of his adored Harriet, by conftantly bringing |
her loft friend before her mental vifion.
- Madame had fortunately met with the family
of an Englifh nobleman, who had been pro-
pelled to quit Paris, which being in a ftate
of complete anarchy, no longer offered them -
afafe afylum. He having lived too liberally
in Britain, was on a tour not of obfervation,
but of retrenchment ; driven from France,
-they had repaired to Laufan‘ne, meaning to
make it their place of reft.

His Lordthip, having heard from. his
banker that Violet Villa, alwayspiturefquely
beautiful, but now much improfved" by the
tafte of its prefent poffefior, was to be im-
mediately difpofed of, was eager to become :
its purchafer. Every thing was foon fettled
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o to_théir: tutual fatisfadion.  He even hired
the fervants, Madame retaiﬁing none but
Suzette, the being requefted to confider her-
 {elf the gueft of the Baronet and his lady.
‘They did not part without a pang of re-
 trofpeéion from a {pot that had yielded them
{o many pleafant hours, nor take leave of the
excellent hearted La Tour without keen
regret. The lively Catherine, who longed
to emerge from the confines of the vicarage,
which with a figh the denommated folitary
_ confinement, breathed an ardent with that
fhe was to be their ¢ Compagnon du voyage.”
Her Ladyfhip looked as if the fhould like-
wile be glad of fo cheerful an affociate. Sir
Everard, who watched every turn of her j
~ exprefiive countenancé to anticipate her’
withes, read the friendly fentiment in her
eyes, and inftantly exclaimed, * If Madame
and Monfieur La Tour can confent to part
with their animated, laughing Catherine, I
perceive the.exhilarating joy it will give to
the ladies, and I will promife to return their
Hebe fafe to their arms, either befor;e we
revifit England, or after fhe has feen that
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‘ country fhe has fo often e;tpreﬂ"ed a deﬁxet@
behold. On whichever they fhall decxde,
- 1 will obey, their commands :
Catherine, almoft frantic with the idea’ ef
enjoying  thofe variols gratifications. her:_.‘fh
adtive fancy had portrayed, fang, laughed,
danced and cried alternately, fometimes
~ embracing the knees of her father and'
mother, and foldxng her filters to her ag!
tated bofom, praying. thém to permit her o
accept the generous offer’ of Sir Everar& '
. and then arraigning herfelf as an ingrate, for
medlfatmg to forfake fuch kind, mdulgent
parents, fuch affeGtionate fifters! They
perceived her heart was fet upon feeing the
world, and were not blind to the advantage.s‘
that the muft derive from doing fo, in fuch’
eftimable {ociety. ‘
The curé, moft grateful for th!s polite’
oEer, exprefled his fincere thanks, ,and
accepted for his ‘child the proffered pro-
& ion of the worthy Baronet. This fettled;
her weepmg fifters lent their affitance t
pack ‘Catherine’s wardrobe, whofe deftina-
| tio.n in life a very few hours had aftonithingly
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CHAP. V.

HILE the bridal party purfue their
route to luxurious Italy, we muft
take a Parnaffian flight to England, in pur-
fuit of our wandering lovers. = Chriftabelle,
who had not loft the intereft the had at firft
created in the rough but honeft breaft of
Captam Beaumont, wanted not the fcanty
portion of comfort he could procure her in
a privateer, that having made a fuccefsful
cruize, was now crowded with prifoners.
‘This determined the commander to make for
the neareft port, to land men who were of
the moft defperate affortment, whom he
feared mighit rife upon him, and after mur="
dering himfelf and crew, take the- veﬁ'el to '
France, He was juftified in this 1dw, 5
Longuemain,  whofe wound from%prqbper
treatment had put on a favourable g?pear- B
ance, and whofe perturbed fpirit was ever
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altive in hatchmg mifchief, had been OVeﬁ
heard caballing with fome of his countrymeu
to this effeft; to whom he was liberal oft 1
promlfes, if they would. aid his prOJe&aF
returning to the Great.Nation.

Of this plot he informed Chriftabelle, and
his refolution of inftantly tacking about for
Britain. To this determination fhe gave
added promptitude, by portraying in vivid -

colours, the atrocious condué of the aban-
doned Longuemain, even from his boyifh
days : his ingratitude to his early pro
teGor, his libertine: purfuits, his fanguinary
- chara@er. Checked by no fears of God or
man, there was no deed, however wicked,
he was not capable of committing to gratify
his lawlefs paffions. As an irrefragable
proof, the recounted his reiterated purfuits.
gf erfelf and the felfifh motives by whlchf
aé’tuated

; ,‘;-:»Tl_’xéahoneﬁ tar, fhocked at hearing f!lCh
‘a catalogue of enormities, eagerly defirous
: e Tartarus of fuch a monfter of,
f;rdePra"ltY,v gave immediate orders to crowd
Tall faﬂ and make for old England Whlle
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not over well rigaed 5 worfe luck for her!
She has been twice a prifoner ; firft run
away with by a French rogue, and retaken
by a true Engli{hman. Her’s is a doleful
ftory, but fhe will tell you all about it. I
am certain fure you will be kind and .good
to her, as I prom«xfed, and let poor mamfel
bide hcre, until fhe can hear from her re-
lations.”

thLe litening to this addrefs, Mrs.
Beaumont drew up her form into what fhe
denominated ftately;; her brow contracted,
and her eyes flafhing angry glances, as the
meafured our opprefled heroine; the an-
fwered this 'appeal, with, ¢ Indeed, Cap-
tain, you are wondrous generous, and
mighty free with your offers of my fervices ;
but before. you brought home your out-
landith favourite, to take poffeflion of my
houfe, I might have been confulted. Leave
islight, as theysay in my country. 1 hope
I need not now repeat what I have fo often
afferted, that, valiant Captain, you muft
content yovnelf with ruling the roaft
aboard the Tartarus, for I am, and “will be

e W
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to make the alylum he had offered his
pretty prifoner both comfortable and plea- -
fant, affuredly his lady wife would prevent
his withes, if only to maintain her ziuthorify-; ‘
Chriftabelle, accuftomed to excite an in-
tereft with her auditors, exerted her powers
to pleafe ; but the foon found that ‘fhe was
not likely to fucceed. Mrs. Beaumont lif-
tened to her eventful hiftory in fulky doubt,
hoping to catch her in two ftories; fhe
evofs-queftioned her, like.an QOld-Bailey
coyinfellor ; but as fhe rever veered from the
atuth, her wary fcruting was unfuccefsful.
Provoked at laft, the faid,
- < All this is mighty ftrange, and very
wonderful, but fo like them there ftories that
- we read in thofe novel books, that I cannot
believe a fingle word of it.  Is it likely, any,
man in his fenfes would put himfelf to fuch
expence and trouble, and venture his life
twice, for the poffeflion of a baby-faced
- girl? This I cannot credit; *1am, mamfel;
only a plain-fpoken, vartuous woman, who
has a charaler to fupport amid my con-
nexions, therefore I cannot confent to
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rilk the keeping you in my houfe; and
as the Captain has been fo generous, he beft
“knows why, to give you your liberty, and
promife to be your proteftor, I dares to
fay he will take care to find you fnug lodg-
ings. At all events, I am refolved not to
have his Ffench mifs brought home under
my very nofe!. This night you may fleep
with my cook, becaufe you fhall not fay we
Englith want humanity and hofpitality, and
that I turned you out of doors, though you
oughf never to have been‘brought inj but
to-morrow you muft trudge.” b »

Poor Beaumont'was truly fhocked at the
condu@ of his termagant wife; he at-
‘tempted to footh her, by pleading the
caufe of youth and beauty in diftrefs, a
helplefs ~prifoner in a ftrange country.
This only made matters worfe, by changing
the object of her anger; on him fhe now.
poured forth the vial of her wrathful indig-
nation.  Confcious how unjuﬁly he was
aceufed, of meaning aught except parental
kindnefs, in the prefent inftance, t toward
the innocent Chriftabelle, whom he beheld:

c 6
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dal; be of good cheer, I have proenréd
you a fnug birth, in fafe moorings, and’
{mooth water ; fo let’s crowd all fail, my«
tight little frigate, to enable us to weather
this bluftering ftorm.” Taking the arm
" of the oppreffed and aftonithed Chrifta-
belle, he hurried out of the houfe, in
{pite of the mulfcular oppofition of his
aftounded helpmate, who having never yet,
feen him fo determined to have a will of
his own, began to fear the had gone t00
far | She therefore refolved to 'try the
power of an hyfteric fit ; but roufed by her
unjuft accufations of himfelf, and her in-
human treatment of the innocent Chrifta-
belle, this laft refource of a jealous wife
failed of its wonted effe@t. Calling the maid "
to take care of her miftrefs, whom he left
fcreaming and kicking upon the floor, he
quitted the houfe with the affrighted Chril-
tabelle, deaf to her intreaties for him to
return to Mrs. Beaumont, and leave her to
her fate.

This he fwore moft furioufly he woufd '
not do, till he had feen her in fafe anchor-
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water, and we fail before the wind. I never
was {0 angry as to-day, when fhe roufed all
the man within me, by her cruel abufe of
poor mamfel, of whom fhe took it into
her head to be jealous, God knows without
the leaft caufe. Good bye; Ihope you will
like each other. 1 fhall fteer back, and
kifs Nance into good humour.”

With a filen® blefling Chriftabelle faw
him depart. - She found Mrs. Brownlow a

‘good fort of woman, in the right acceptation

of that indefinite term ; civil, intelligent and
friendly, with a fuavity of manners acquired
by affociating with the fociety in which her
fituation had occafioned her to mix. An
hour pafled in converfation with our heroine,
aroufed all her commiferation for fo lovely
a young creature, torn from her home, her
connexions, and country, by the machina-
tions of a villain.

She effayed to footh her grief by tender
condolence, and offered the ufe of her ward-
robe until one could be procured for her,
obferving, however fhe might be preju-
diced againft the Englith, by her firft re-
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by folitude, heated by enthuﬁafm,"and*frc’im"‘:f’
our weaknefs gains ftrength !
Such would have been the fenfations of
Chriftabelle, had fhe continued in the
quietude of Violet Villa ; ; fupinely. yleldmg
to the flattering, pleafing delufions of a
youthful imagination, ever portraying her
beloved Henry in the vivid celours of ardent
affe@tion, fuch as fhe had beheld him at
 their laft parting, breathing at her feet ever-
lafting vows of conftancy and truth. But,
alas, this tranquil fcene how changed ! and
in the horrors fhe had been compelled to
witnefs, affrighted love had fled before the
demons of defpair. - Since fhe left the Lake
of Geneva, there had been no time for
tender recollettions; in her fituation fhe
was called upon for an exertion of thofe
powers with which fhe was by nature wor-
derfully gifted. . : '
Let us caft a retrofpe@tive view over
her late severe trials; torn from' her |
country, her friends, her lbv'e‘r, through
the artifices of a monfter of iniquity, expofed
to fuffer every indignity that could fhock a
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her fhort but turbulent journey of life, fhe
‘was fummoned by Mrs. Brownlow to the
dinner table. They fat down to it alone ;
at that time the had no boarders, the larger |
part of her houfe being occupied by a widow
of fathion,. who had heér own eﬁabh{hment T
Our heroine’s heart entendered by the
kind, nay, almoft maternal attention of her
hoftefs, with the candour of her unfufpe&-
_ing nature, fhe recounted the eventful ftory
of her early life, referving only her bofom’s
hoarded fecret, her attachment to and en-
gagement with her beloved Henry.

Mrs. Brownlow heard the recital of fuch
painfully trying fituations, fuch hair-breadth
feapes, fuftained with fo much fortitude by
fo fragile and gentlea creature, with amaze-
ment and admiration ; while tears of pity
filled her eyes, the exclaimed, ’twas ftrange,

‘twas wond’rous ftrange.  Viewing her
elcape from thofe perils as miraculous, fhe -
h pioully recommended to the youthful fufe
ferer, to place”her truft and confidence in
her heavenly Father, for without his pre-
ferving arm had been ftretched over her,
WVIOTLGHIT o & H
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bué'beaﬁty, grace and dignity, fuch as were -
 beftowed by nature upon our heroine, could
receive no aid from fantaftic fafhion, nor
needed the glare of coftly habiliments to
aitratt all eyes and falcinate all hearts!
- Her kind hoftefs, to whom fhe was at
once an obje of commiferation and af-
fetion, with a fentiment worthy the moft
boafted philanthropift, in her forlorn con- -
digiori treated her with more fedulous at-
tention than fhe would have beftowed on the
moft great and powerful, that were rich and
_happy. ~ Chriftabelle had claims upon her
fenfibility they could not make! She beheld
her as a moft interefting young creature,
torn from her corinexions, poor, and ‘g‘
prifloner in a ftrange land! Wholly unlike
her fifter-in-law, her innocent helpleflnefs
pleaded powerfully for her in the breaft of -
Mrs. Brownlow, who intreated her to make
herfelf as comfortable as fhe could in her
prefent fituation, as her houfe fhould be her
fafe afylum, until fhe was reftored to, or
Beard from Madame Wentworth.
Grateful for her promifed protection; fhe
H 2
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her fince her enforced abfence, fhould be
forwarded to her addrefs at Clifton. ;

_ In the impervious folitude of her cham-
ber, Chriftabelle took a retrofpeétive view
of the paft, and wondered what would be
the events of her future life. We are com-
pelled to admit that love had regained his
Apowei'; it pervaded her mind, and filled -
her heart, but not wholly to preclude the
chims of friendfhip. She thought of the
excellent Madame  Wentworth with the
moft refpectful efteem ; of the tender Har-
riet Ancram with warm - affection, with a
pleafing remembrance of the rﬁanﬁr happy
hours the had paﬁ'ed'vs;ith the eftimable La.
Tours ; and with commiferation and grati- -
tude for the doubtful fate of the humane
Dufrefne, who fhe feared had loft his life
‘inan effort tq preferve her homour. She -
had inquired of Captain Beaumont what he
fuppofed had become of the yacht, and
was anfwered briefly, ¢ that fuch a fair-
‘weather cock-boat was little calculated to
~combat a rough fea; that for a certainty
 the had foundered in the gale in which they

13
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believe any fpot of the habitable globe could
afford her a fafe retreat. With only Mrs.
Brownlow for her guard, fhe muft not ven-
‘ture out to enjoy a rural ramble amid the
beauties of Clifton. The brother of that
lady, fubjugated by the fear of his wife’s
anger, dared not offer to be their efcort;
for, to patch up an uncertain peace, he had
been propelled to promife that he would
not 'ke,ep up any fort of intercourfe with his
French favourite, under the pain and pe-
nalty of her quitting him for ever.

This docile, uxorious hufband, horﬁﬁed
at the tremendous threat, vowed mjphcxt
obedience to his imperious cqm‘anc_ler In
\confequence of this impofed-abfence, he was
only able to make one ftolen vifit, to bid
his fifter farewell, prior to his taking an-
otlrer trip in the good fhip Tartarus, though
he avowed, of all women in the world he
loved Bet beft, faving #nd exceptmg his
own Nance.

It was in this hurried moment that he had
alarmed Chriftabelle, by announcmg the
flight of Longuemain. Her late peaceful

H 4
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retreat Was now transformed into a_prifon,
without affording her fecurxty Agitated
with fear, {he ftarted from her down bed,
that was now changed to the couch of Pro-.'l ;
cruftes, the terrific'vifions of the night op-'.
preffed her {pirits through the day; her -
fancy was haunted by appalling images, that
‘poifoned every enjoyment, and precludea '
every employment. - Liftlefs and inert, fhe
‘fat brooding over ideal miferies, until fhe
realifed the phantoms her morbid mind had
conjured up to appal her. Our ardent,
high-fpirited, {trong-minded heroine, was
faft finking into defpondence; a poor tre-
mulous, negvous mortal, appalled at a fha-
dow, flarting at a found, and fainting af a
breezel . ‘
Mrs. Brownlow beheld, with fincere re-
- gret, this fair flower cruthed by the ¢ pelt-
ing of the pitilefs ftorm,” bent to its parent
earth. From hep refidence at Clifton fhe
had been frequently compelled to witnefs the
ravages made by dire confumption, that
difeafe of the Englith, which battens on the
young and the beautiful ; a diltemper often *
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plOdu;:Ed and alWays accelerated by fecret
forrow, a filent, canker worm, that fee'ds on
the damafk cheek. Frequently had fhe be-
.héld thefe droopmg lilies, as a forlorn hope,

{fent to Briftol’s renovating fount, drink the
peliucid draught, bow their meek heads,
and die! There the unfatiated King of Ter-
1_'or's holds his court, gorging his ravenous
maw with whole hecatombs of lovely vic-
tims, that are daily feen drqppihg into his
cold embrace! As this good woman viewed
the change that pining care had impreffed
upon the countenance of Chriftabelle, the
perceived the muft be immediately aroufed
from that lethargy of woe, which, if indulged,
would affuredly fap the fprings of vitality.

Mrs. Brownlow could not 'bééﬂ"a refined

- underftanding, but the was eminently gifted
with what is more neceflary to condutt us
through life with credit to ourfelves and
ulefulnefs to our friends, wommon fenfe.
However fcouted this every-day virtue may
be by the polithed fenfualift, the fcientific
reafoner, and the abftrufe philofopher, T
makes more happy mortals than can be

s
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found in either of thefe claffes! We ha,"e‘ :
but to look round the world, and every

_day’s experience will. brmg the conviction

home to our bofoms, that thofe pofleffed of,

what comes under that denomination behave.j

with mo{l propriety, a& with moft Ju{hce,:-

and condué themfelves with moft honour,
In their intercourfe with their fellow mor-_
tals, confcious they have no claims to fuper-A
lative excellence, they expect not adulatory
pralfe content with the heart-felt fatxsfac-
tion of having properly ufed the talents
committed to their care, to the benefit of
themfelves and thofe who would deign to
accept a fhare of their limited knowledge.

With thefe proper fentiments of heér capas
bilities,. Mrs. Brownlow fought not to over-

dtep the bounds fet her by nature, con-
vinced

« Of plain good fenfe our choiceft je)vs are made;
With it we drive the moft fubftantial trade.”

Her whole life was devoted to a@ive ufeful-
nefs, and her exertions were am ply rewarded
by the approbation of her fuperiors, the
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refpe of her equals, and the grateful pray-
ers of the poor, who, without her faving’
‘hand, wereready to perith. Such was the
‘charafter of this eflimable woman, who,
- content fo fill the ftation allotted her,
% walked humbly with her God.”
~ She followed our heroine to her chamber,
to ufe thofe pdwers we have delineated :
fhe reafoned with her upon the folly, if
not the crime of facrificing her peace, her
comfort, and her health to fancied mifery;
holding up troubles i terrorem that n;ight‘
never be realized, embittering the pleafure:
the prefenit moment offered, by fears for
the future. She urged the ingratitude to
~ her Almighty Preferver, wh»ovf had never
yet forfook her, when furrounded by dan-'
gers and death ; therefore, to doubt his:
mercy, was to merit his wrath. = She tried
to call forth her exertions, by reminding
her of the praife-worthy fortitude fhe had
exhibited when furrounded by enemies that
thirfted for her blood ! In that trying hour,,
when environed by real evils, firm in recti-
tude fhe ftood unmoved, never loft her felf-
i -
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‘poffeflion, and would {he now allow her
‘courage to ﬁnk before what were m ‘ly
ideal woes ? Was it hkely that her perfecutor /
would rifk remaining in England, fqube%,:
ing himfelf to lofs of liberty, merely to gra-
tify his revenge on her, fo unlikely to be
accomplithed in a country whofe laws would
prote& her from outrage? No—it was |
impoflible, fhe could h'we nothmg to
fear. : <
The kind conﬁderanon of her friend, her
rational arguments, had *their full weight
with Chriftabelle, and the promifed to exert
heifelf to thake off the uncommon oppref-
fion that weighed upon her fpirits. Mrs.
Brownlow followed up her advice by adtive
benevolence : the would not permit her tp
fitalone, “ of her fad thoughts companions
making,”” but accompanied her in. long
walks, pointed out the beauties of the fur-
rounding fcenery, prevailed in making her
take fome fketches to ornament her fittle
fitting room, took her with her on friendly
vifits. ~Thug time and .her kind affiduities .
triumphed over ennui, and fhe was gratiﬁed
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explaining what madnefs he had committed,
that could oscaﬁon his precipitate return
from the continent, before he had purfued
half the tract that himfelf had marked out
for him on the map of Europe, in the
courfe of which he would have' received
both pleafure and improvement aﬂliring
him, that if it was of a difcreditable nature,
derogatory to the principles he had laboured
to inftil on his mind from early youth, he
muft expe& no lenity. The lax ufages of
the depraved era in which_they lived, the
example of his contemporaries, would be
no excufe for one educated with the utmoft
care, and inftructed in his moral and reli-
gious duties. Lord Everfley perceived that
his ardent impetuofity had alarmed his fa-
ther with fears of his having formed an il
licit connexion ; he was moft eager to clear.
himfelf in his opinion, c;f a crime of which
he was indeed incapable.
Having implered a patient hearing, and
| obtained the boon- he {ought, he took up
the tale of our heroine, from their firfk
Meeting upon the bridge at Rouen, his
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" awas at once cruel and difhonourable; in-
refpet to himfelf, asa parent, it was inex-
cufable, difrefpeful, and difobedient;
~ when he formed a ferious éngagement with
a young woman, however meritori_oﬁé?ha&i

been her conduét in thofe tryihg fituations -
he had fo pathetically deferibed, without
firlt confulting the opinion, or fohcxtmg the
confent of fuch an indulgent father as he
had ever proved himfelf. e

Perceiving Everfley prepared to Tpeak in

_mitigation of the angry reproofs he ‘felt
confeious of deferving, the Marquis féiﬂ;— '
¢ Do not interrupt me, fir, hear me to-an
end, for acquainted with my fixed determi-
nation upon this bufinefs, you will better
know .how to arrange your future plans,
when convinced that all your attempts to
work upon my paternal feelings will lofe
their wonted effe, oppofed by the impe-
rious duty I owe to the dignified race from
which I fprung. Tn you I behold the laf
{cion of the family tree, which I have rear-
ed with caution and cultivated with" a mot
attentive affiduity, defirous that, thl‘OUgh
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you, it might géceive no blight, but fourifh

- fair to future generations! You would
graft upon it a degenerate bough; I am
called upon to prevent this degradéitfon,
therefore ﬂlall not allow the filly fondnefs of
the father to render me forgetful of the
_claims of my refpectable anceftors ! N ever,
while I can prevent it, will I- confent to
' your bthraging their memories, by throwing.
down the pale of propriety, in uniting your-
felf'with a_catholic, a namelefs foundling,
thrown upon the public, deferted by her
relations, doubtlefs an illegitimate offspring
they were athamed to acknowledge. ' How-

ever gifted by nature, however eltimable

her conduét, however to be deplored her
helplefa fituation, yet fhe is not a fit object
to be your Wife, a proper mother for your
children, nor a daugﬁter fuch as I can juf-
tify myfelf in the world’s opinion, for in-
trbducing to their notice, as the future
Marchionefs of Aron;ville.’f _

His fluthed cheeks and agitated features
thewed how painful was the filence impofed
upon h1m by his Pather, and that he was moft
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»after their departure, ~hurried home to
wdepxé’t her fears, vpour out her. renewed .
. forrows on the ever-friendlydbofom of Mrs. .
Brownlow, and to feek her fenfible advice
in her prefent dil‘emma. When made ac:
quainted with the events of the morning,
fhe . agreed that: Chfton could no longer
offer her a fafe afylum, as undoubtedly the
companion of Mignonne having come to
that place in fearch of health, muft ftop a
certain time before the could exped to re-
ceive benefit from: the waters; of courfe
their often meeting was inevitable, and'
though the artful Mignonne, from motives
they could not fathom, had taken no notice
of Chriftabelle on their firft interview, fhe .
would not” fail.to make inquiries of how,
and where the was fituated ; and if the wily
Longuemain was ftill in England, fhe muft
‘expe@ to_be facuﬁced to their often difap-
- pointed vengeance.” ;

. With grief they perceived the plan of
* quiet induftry muft be abandoned, and
Chriftabelle ‘leave direétly the fheltering
roof.of the hofpitable Mrs. Brownlow ; but
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well apprized of the fate of her predecel~
fors, fhe did not ‘expedt either pleafure or
permanence in the fituation fhe was going -
to undertake !

Her cafe was dofperate, therefore fhe let
not trifles fhake her refolution. Fortu- 4
nately, there was a vacancy in this moft en-
viable ,employ“nient: a’ Mifs Hutchinfon
having a few “days fince abdicated this
polt of honour, preferring the daily
drudgery of being teacher in a prepara-
tory fchool for fifty little boys, laborious
as muft be the tafk, to endurmg thg inflated
pride and] overbearing infolence to which
fhe was now fublbf’ted by the capricious
: Lady Man'rcham Mrs. Brownlow, after
begging an audience, which being grant-
‘ed, opened her miffion, by faying that“a
\;young French lady, whom the muft have
obferved in the houfe, having been her
boarder from the period of her Ladyfhip’s
arrival, finding the was preparing %o travel
vithout a companion, to fake the trouble-
fome part of the journey upon herfelf, was
. ambitious of the honour of attending her in
Loy T salich
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that capacity. This premifed, Mrs. Brown.
low took an opportunity to give a moft
elaborate defcription of the edueation, man-
ners, mlnd and talents of Mademoxfelle
Chriftabelle.
¢« This is all mighty- ﬁne puffing, Mrs,

Brownlow; but if I were inclined to credit
thefe fuperlatives, and take this young per-
fonage upon your recommendation, I muft
be firft made acquainted who the is, from
what family fhe {prang, what place gave
her birth, and who will be anfwerable for
- her honefty ! There are fuch impofitions

pra&ifed upon our credulity, by charadters

given of themfelves by thele emigrées, by

whom the nation is inundated through this
- revolutionary mania, that I cannot think of
_ taking one of thern into my fervice, without
fome perfon to be anfwerable for her good'
condu&.”

¢ This, Madam, I am ready to do, and

to make* myfelf amenable for every thing,
whatever its value, that you may place un-
der the care of Mademoifelle, in whofe
fociety you will indeed find a treafure:
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She 1 is not one of thofe  poor unfortunates, :
who. have been compelled to fly their coun-
try, and leave all their property behind,
having a genteel fortune of her own in our
funds.”
€ A miphty likely ﬁory : quxte fabt.lous,
invented to 1mpofe upon you; for'if true,
' why does fhe feek my prote@ion? It will
amufe me much to hear her adventures,
pray, Mrs. Brownlow, favour me thh a
recital.” ‘
Provoked at her {cepticifm, fhe replied,
i Certamly, my Lady, there isa great deal
of nbvelty,“ but I dare avow without any
falfity in her tale. Thus it is :—fhe refided
at Laufanne, in Switzerland, from whence
fhe was ftolen by a vile Frenchman ; when
my brother, who commands the Tartarus,
took the yacht in which he was conveying
her away, and inftead of detaining her as a
prifoner, he gefleroufly gave her freedom, .
-and* recommended her to my care, ‘until
the could acquaint her friends with her
fitvation. It is fuppofed, by not having
received anfwers to her letters, that the lady
K 2
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who has her papers in pofleffion, is or her
return to England ; fhunning obhgﬁnon,v
the w1fhes to ufe her talents, as a remunera-
tion for the favour of your Ladyﬂnp 5
attention.’ ‘ ;
et Thls is a moﬁ romantlc- me]ange,
which doubtlefs has taken by the heart you |
and your gallant brother, but I ackupwledge
Y am lefs eafily impofed upon by a pathetic
fabrication." Neverthelefs, as I am juft now
in want of a young perfon, to diffipate
ennui, and to oblige you, I am willing to
make her my companion in my meditated
tour. But it will be neceffaty to afk what
terms fhe will deem an adequate compenfa-
tion for the honour of her fociety £’ :
¢ None : — the requeﬁed me to inform
'your Ladyﬂnp, that the will not accept 2
pecuniary reward. All fhe wifhes is, that -
you fhould guarantee to her the treatment -
.of a gentlewoman, for whichl the will readily
exert thofe powers, derived from a goqd
education, to render herfelf both ufeful and
agreeable.” : S
Upon the termination of this converfation,
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it was. fettled that Chrlftabelle fhould be.
inftantly introduced to Lady Maningham,

whofe - avaricious propenfities were grati-
fied, and the natural acerbity of her temper

foftened, by the affertion of Mrs. Brownlow, -

that fhe would have all the advantages that
might be expetted to accrue from an in-
genious  attendant, ‘without any reward.
. She received our heroine with one of thofe

 deceptive fmiles fhe knew how to command
on fuch occafions ; and it was agreed, that -

-

fhe fhould be ready to commence her jour-

‘ney on the following mornmg
By the mutatlons of fortume’s wheel

Chniftabelle was now about to experlence §

a new fcene ; fated to ftruggle for exiftence,
by fwallowing the bitter bread of depend-
ence, to bear the taupts and infults offered
to the daughters of poverty by overgorged
'greatnefs, when condemned to be the flayes
of ill-natured caprice, whofe induration of
heart no* mildnefs could foften ; on whofe
mildewed mind, corroded by imperious
]ealoufy, the ebullitions “of fprightly wit,
 innocent chearfulnefs, or fenfible converla-

w3

®
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“ers have feen in all the varied trying fitua-

o

tions that a train of adverfe circumftances
hiad plunged our heroine into, fhe had cm.
= dulted: herfelf with a. conﬁﬁency; a pril~
dence, 2 wif{dom much beyond her years:

let us hope and truit dhe will fo behave at |
i

the prefent moment, as not to forfeit the
good opinion we flatter ourfelves fhe has

obtamed from thofe who have followed thnst

« far her devious ' footfteps through the

intricate path fhe has been compelled to

.tread ! 4
At the appomted time, Chrxﬁabelle took

- her place befide Lady Maningham, followed

by the tears, prayers, and bleffings of Mrs.

B.rownloiw’s' humble eftablithment. Her
heart was opprefled, and her eyes red with

weeping, at taking a tender leave of her

only Enghfh friend, who had infifted on
procuring for her a plain but. faﬂnonable

riding-habit, of filver: grey cloth, and 2

black beaver hat and feathers This ap-

pearance of flight mourning was a compli--
- ment to her Ladyfhip, whofe weeds e

tion, made no impreflion! Hitherto our read-
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“only in the commencement of the fourth -
month of her widowhood. Mrs. Brown-
low had alfo prevailed upon her to .accept :
the loan of ten guineas, obferving that the
_might repay her onthe arrival of Mrs.” -
Wentworth 3 for thould her Ladyfhip’s ca=
price render it impoffible to continue under
her prote@tion, fmall as was the fum, it
would enable her to return to Clifton,
where fhe might affure herfelf of a welcome -
-reception.  Overpowered by effufions of
- gratitude, fhe .could only weep her thanks
on the bofom of this humble friend, from
Who_ni fhe was reconciled to accept an obli-
gation, being refolved to remunerate hera
hundred-fold for the diﬁtlzereﬁeq,'generbhs"'
condu& fhe had fhewn toa ftranger, in-
troduced to her notice und_er'fuclfcircum-
ftances that might have' juftified doubts of ¢
her being the corrett character fhewhad re-.
puelented fler[glf to be, even in the breaft |
of the ledft faftidious. .
Chriltabelle promifed to be a regular
correfpondent, to write from every place
- where Lady = Maningham ftopped: long
e,
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“enough for her to recexve anfwers, in Whlch p
‘Mrs. Brownlow was to inclofe the letters
that mlght arrive fro_m Switzerland.
Thus, all arrdngements made to reftore-as
“much compofure ,to' the mind of Chrifta-
‘belle as the prefent_vexatious pofture of -
affairs would admit, the felt that love of
novelty, that curiofity, implanted in the
'youthful breaft for the wifeft and beft of °
purpofes. Stimulated by this eager defire
of knowledge, fhe looked forward with ‘
% pleafure to vifiting Bath, that being the firft:
: place of their deftination. She had heard
and read {5 much of this emporium of
fathion and folly, fhe was impatient to }udge
for herfelf of its various ngrﬂmem 5
HerLady{hlp propofed to ﬁoptheré aweek :
or ten days; this time, Chriftabelle hoped,
would enable her to contemplate the gay
* Icene; ¥ts fcite ‘had raifed her admiration,
where crelcent reared above crefcent feemed
fufpended in mid air. The well-built city,
viewed from thefe rarified regions, covered
with the fmoaking vapours -arifing from
Bladud’s far-famed fount, appeared like 2
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flarge cauldron of boxlmg water, whofe re-
laxing fteams render it incumbent on the °
invalid vifitants to inhale the bracing
breezes of Lanfdown. This was the daily
refort of Lady Maningham, not «in purfuit.
of health, but to difplay her elegant black
barouche, drawn by four high-mettled iron
greys, in which fhe exhibited her well-
varnifhed perfon in all the folemn trappings
of woeful widowhood, folicitous to catch the
gaze of thofe dathing equeftrians, who, like
her ‘La'dy(hi'p,'were fecking notoriety, by
‘fhowing off themfelves, and "their blood-
horfes, to the beft advantage ! g
This was a new and entertaining fcene to
Chriftabelle, a true difciple of nature, a
- contemplator of countenances, who.delight-
 ed to read, ftudy, and eulogxze the cha-
raders of her fellow-mortals. Bath was the
place of all others to gratify her inclinations,
where you may meet at every turif a motley
groupe, a melange as oppofite in their pur-
~ {uits as in their appearances. Your commi-
feration is excited by the orange-tinged face
_of the debilitated Afiatic, who has facrificed

L35
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the evanefcent days of youth, and the joys:
of health, to acquire that wealth which,

~ obtained, cannot purchafe him one hour’s«
refpite from bodily fuffering, for -~

¢ Difeafe with fcorn throws back the fordid fee,
And Death ftill anfwers, What is gold to me ”

We turn with a ﬁgh' from the vi¢tim of *
riches, and our eyes meet a &on vivant,
that ¢ erft could fet the tableina roar,”
. who, by living too freely, can now be faid
 to fcarcely live at all; from debauchery
 dying of old age, at fcarcely thirty-five, for-
faken by his' late joyous companions, who
in his fate fee a memento of their own ; his
Thrunk legs “Tcarcely drag his emaciated
. body ; O tempora, O mores ! Another obje
~ ftrikes our view, the rubicund fox-hunting
rfquire, a very Nimrod in the chace, who
was wor to boaft he could hunt down the
day, and drink down the night. He now
prefents himfelf a fad memorial to his com-
peers, dragged about in a gouty chair, un-
able to move, or a cripple hobbling on -
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‘crutches, a martyr to chromic difeafes,
brought on from a too free mdulgence of
his-fenfual appetites!

We have defcribed only a few of thofe .
invalid objects, that every vifitor to Bath
muft hayve met in the pump-room, or per-
ambulating the parades by which their walks
~ are conftantly croffed. With thefe are
>comm1xed women, who have devoted their
youth, beauty, and reputation to the mld-
night vigilsTof dlﬁipatlon who, to gi'atxfy an
_immoderate love of pleafure, had with av1d1ty :
run the race of fafhionable folly, until e
terminated at the goal of vice. Behold
their rofes faded, their lilies withered, and
their once graceful forms bent with préma--
ture decay; their dxmples transformed to-
wrinkles; the gifts of dame nature are only

eftimated by their 1ofs, when we are com-
pelled to call upon art to fupply her ill-ufed ’
donations ! Alas, how futile the attempt !
The fmile of innocence, the bloom of bud-
ding charms, the buoyant elafticity of earl)f
life, once banifhed, return no more.” Thefe -
flowers of exiftence know no fecond fpring £
K 6
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Hence we fee thofe fhrunk fhadows of
their former felves, whofe gaunt figures
ftill linger on the fpot that once witneffed
their triumphs, ftill haunt the feenes where
they ¢ were faireft of the fair ;> condemned
to fee younger beauties bear the prize away,
they hate the witty, envy the gay, and fati-
rife the prudent. “Let us leave them to the
) 'confequeht punifhment of the vicious, who, -

while tottering on the confines of their latt
narrow houfe, cannot hve, and are afrald
_todie!

A heterogeneous mafs now claims out
attention, attracted by the goddefs of folly,
- who thakes her cap and bells, and her willing
' yotaries follow the fummcns. The noble
- mail- coachman, dathing dowagers, frivolous
coxcombs, amateur aftors, high-bred co-

quettes, Hibernian fortune-hunters, the vil-
‘ lage ruflic, the romping hoyden, ]Uft
emerged from a finithing eftablithment, fully
refolved to practife all the worldly know-
ledge fhe had acquired in that initiating
depot of learning, to thow off all that {mat-
tering of -accomplithments to gaih a lordly
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hufband. To thefe, add a plentiful crop
of clerical beaus, and foldwrs of fortune,
and you may form a pretty juft idea of a
feafon at Bath! . :
. Our philofophic heroine was ready to ex-
claim with the melancholy Jaques, ¢ let
> as the viewed this
microcolm of a-world, on whofe ftage fhe
was to make her firft appearance, in which
there was much 'to ‘commiferate, much to
aftonith, and much to deprecate. - From
her aptitude to read countenances, though
the was fometimes led to ferious refletion -
upon the crimes of her fpecies, yet from
their ambitious projelts, “their. vain purfuits,

zhotley be your wear,

fhe failed not to draw amiple amufement,
whenever the attended Lady Maningham in
- her morning vifits to ‘the pump-room, her
noon-day promenades or airings, her {hop-
ping parties, or the evening meetings of her
felett friends. Forbad by her high fenfe of
- decorous propriety, to which, however irk~
fome the tafk, the avowed her determi-
nation to adhere, fhe did not attend the
&
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balls at the rooms, bemg a mournmg Wtdow
of only four months ﬁandmg

To its ccntemp]anve v*ﬁtors Bath w;ll

ipigloy)

be found fuch as'we have attempted to de.

lineate it, the refort of the idle and the vain,
where the mornings are lounged away by
the parade ftroamers, in commienting upon,

- and pafling judgment on every new face.

* Chriftabelle could not fail to attra& their
notlce, when havuw by their rude fcratiny
: througn their optical aﬂiﬁ:mts, excited the
«glow, of indignant modefty on her lovely

icheek, fhe was compelled to hear drawlingly -

exclaimed, ¢ An angel, by ,all that's
heavenly, dropt from the celeftial regxons
to aftonith the “natives!”  Another afks,
¢¢ To whom does fhe belong on earth ? Is fhe
as rich as handfore? No marrying Bow

without a lot of money.” . < Prue,  Jack i

replied a third, ¢ beauty is a moft dele&able
- treat, when gold ' nges a zeﬁ: to the ban-
‘ quet (3

But no fooner was it known that the ob-
je&t of their admiration was 4 poor emigréts
the humble companion of Lady Maningham,.
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- than this -exalted mortal fell below the

.~ freezing point with the youthful ephemera,
who fcarcely now honoured her with a
pafling glance. Not fo the aged de}l)éucheés,

~ who thought there could be no difficulty in
 procuring iz belle Frangoife on eafier terms

- than a vifit to thetemple of Hymen! By thefe-

votaries of pleafure fhe “was followed and ,
peftered with fulfome compliments, when-
ever. the appeared; to the great chagrin of

her lady patronefs, who, herfelf eager for

making conquefts, could ill brook a r"ilv‘al :

near her. throne. =

Proyoked at the notice the always excited
. when feen, her Ladythip began to praétife
an art in which fhe was a perfe& adept —
the art of tormenting. By this fhe in-
genioufly managed to turn into pain the
pleafures = Chriftabelle had for a few
days enjoyed from contemplating the no-
velties by which fhe was furrounded, all
‘fo new to our fair reclufe. It was now, for
the firft time, amid her various misfortunes,
fhe had experienced the fevere pangs of
dependance upon an unworthy object. With

|
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tears drawn by the mfolent taunts of Lady )
‘Manmgham, the acknowledged the juft re- .
‘prefentatlon given by herfriend Mrs. Brown-
low, of the fufferings of a fenfitive female,
obliged frou poverty to, endure the feoffs’
of proud profperity. Her high {pirit, when '
called forth on great occaflions, fupported
_her through them with heroifm; but fhe
~ {unk under the minor evilsof life. Itis the
‘te‘a\sg'r only breaks the heart! i
-~ Propelled to draw a comparifon between '
this great lady and the kind; the humane,
fenfible Mrs. Brownlow, how did the for-
mer fink in the fcale of exiftence! Yet
longing to be fblgl'ed in her almoft maternal
arms, and conftantly invited to return, fhe
" feared to revifit Clifton, where fhe found
Mignonne ftill continued to refide, who hat
‘been employing fpies about the houfe, and
makmg inquiries about her prefent deftina-
tion of its owner, who was so well prepal’ed
to anfwer, that fhe acquired no information-
In addition to this diftrefling intelligence, 10,
letters had arrived from Switzerland. Her
mind was a chaos of doubt and perplexitys
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wherever fhe turned, a perfecuting fate
feemed to purfue her fteps. Wretched as
~was  her *fituation, the muft-continue for a
feafon ‘to bend her neck to the yoke, how- -
‘everygalling to her feelings.

‘Having reafoned herfelf into the hecetﬂity
of doing fo, the tried” to'footh Lady Man-
in‘gham’s irafcible tempér with manners the
moft concilia'ting, and by ufefully employing .
her time, intereft her avaricious propenfities
1 her favour. . For this purpofe the folicited
her confent to embreider a drefs of white .
crape in black chenille, preparatory to her
Ladyfhip’s change of mourning. This offer
was eagerly accepted, the materials inftantly
' procured, and the performangé"commenced .7

without lofs of time. - Chriftabelle poflefied
an elegan:t tafte in works of fancy, and fhe
had been fuppofed to execute them beft of
any in the convent of Poor Clares. She
had fabricated a robe for Madame Went-
worth, while a happy inmate of Violet Villa ;
it had been much admired, and {he meant
her prefent work fhould be of the fame
- pattern,
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"occaﬁon but the more her Ladyﬂnp faw
her indifference, the more ﬁrenUous th
~became in urging her fum, and to fet af

1

plea of not havmg a drefs pmper for thel‘,.z‘

all excufes, obferved, that by fome mxﬁaLe':‘
a white crape robe, with 2 fpangled rim-
mmg, had been packed up in ‘the Impel ial,
Of . this the requeﬁed her acceptance ; ob-
ferving fhe had never worn it, ands they be- q
ing nearly: of an ‘height, Andrews. hef‘{f
woman'could eafily alter it to her ﬂlape.
This kindnefs and attention to her amufe-
ment was fo uncommon, that fhe thought'

it would be ungrateful and 1mpolmc to re-

fufe any longer what was evideﬁﬁy in--
tended as a favonr. She therefore, grace-.

f'fully thankmc her, accepted ‘the donation.. |
e Evely neceffary preparation was made for
othe mght that was firft to mtroduce Chrlﬁa-
belle to public notice.

“As our heroineis onlya woman, we mean.

not to deny that the promifed hérfelf much

pleafure in the idea of Eeing ‘prefent',atf»aﬁ_}
Englifh aflembly, where fhe fhould be ena-
bled to contemplate and compare, that ¥&

3
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riety of chara&ers that formed one of her
* higheft grauﬁcatlons In addition to this,
.v'ihe had no objeétxon to exhibit her gr acefuiL
perfon m dancmg, a dxverﬁon of which the
French are naturally fond, and in which fhe &
had been taught to’ beheve fhe excelled.
When attired in Her Ladyﬂnp s prefent,
“which. was really very elegant the wiew-
- ed herfelf in* the murror, that reﬂe&ed
“ a form and face of unrivalled beauty, and
felt a glow of glttsﬁa&lon, a fexual vanity,* ‘
Whlch my : fair readers, we have all experi-
_enced, therefore cannot condemn' Itisan ™
aphonfm of our own, ¢ that vanity ‘is a
very ufeful fpur to inciteus to both great and"
good actions,: but fhould never be allowed
fo appear in front. ‘
Chriftabelle wore her robe over. 2 whlte
~ fatin {lip, made Sht to her flender thape, ;
‘which fhowed her figure to- the utmoft ad-
 vantage. Her]ong‘gloﬁ"y hair, braided, was
wound round. her head in the Grecian
'~ coftume ; a few light curls, waving over her
fair forehead, was its. only ornament.
When the entered the ball room, a buz of



214 cﬁnlsTA‘BELLE.’

}f
3
e
admuatxon ‘was excxted by the men,’ mlxed.-f;
~with the whifpers of envious women.
<« There the is, by all that s fortunate, the
beautiful emigrée I’ < How like a. divinity
“fhe looks,” exclained a heart-ftruck beay,
¢ behold her, like Milton’s Eve, adyance,” -
“ G;'ace in Be; ﬁeR_, ;Hea‘ven in her‘ae'ye_,
" In every gefture, dignity and love.”?

1t muft be allowed that Chriftabelle had
many -advantages, when f)laced‘ between
the Miffes Neverfade, whofe rigid counte-
nances and repellent manners had long
rendered them antidotes to the tender
paffion.  Their gorgon-like features and
ftiff; unbending forms, that were prototypes
of King Stephen inthe horfe-armoury, looked
more llkely to break than bend! This
- dele@able pair viewed, with eyes afkance,
the companion that had sbeen forced upon
them by their chaperon, the honourable
Mrs. Trimmer. That lady was a moft ‘de-
termined card-player, ‘and waited with the
utmoft impatience to get partners for both
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he1 old and young charges, that fhe rmght,
‘repair fo the board of green cloth! For,
this fhe applied to the civil Mr King, who
b one glance perceived that his tafk would
be eaﬁly accomplithed  for Chriftabelle,
: vhile' he viewed with dlfmay the iron coun-
tenances of thofe frozen pieces of virginity,
the Miffes Neverfade, He bowed in defpau,
- and departed ‘on his miffion. *
Perceiving to whom he had been fpeak-
ing, he was mﬁantaneouﬂy furrounded by
fupphcants, young, old, and middle- -aged,
earneftly fohcmng the hand of the lovely
Dumont. . Unwilling to difoblige any of his
powerful friends affembled that night to do :
him honom‘, the foverexgn of etiquette was
diftreffed how toad; but one way-prefented
itfelf, and he announced this enviable prize
mu{’c n Jufhce be awarded to the firlt apph-
cant ; though all were grieved at their difap~
pointmexlt; none could be.oﬂ'ended‘._r The
lotfell on Vifcount Netterville, a fathionable,
,halidfome, young man, a famous dancer,
~ and i_nuch admired by the ladies. He fol-
lowed the mafter of the cerémonies,‘ and
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was introduced in due form to our heromc,
whom he led triumphantly to the fett juft
forming. She at firlt felt abathed at the
‘newnefs of her fituation, but foon xecovered
her felf-pofleflion. No gaucheries clouded !
the manners and addrefs of the naturally
elegant Chriftabelle, who havmg recovered
the furprife occafioned by the novelty of
- the fcgne, with fpirits exhilarated by the
feftive groups that environed her, with the
light fteps and graceful motion of Terpfi-
chore, fhe thridded the mazy dance, to the
great dehght of her admiring partner. As
~ they proceeded to difplay ‘their powers, all
- eyes were fixed upon them ; the exuberant
_ praifes of one fex drew forth, as might be:
expe&_ed,'the' farcaftic remarks of the other !
The queftions, ¢ Who is fle 2 ¢« Muft
be nobody,” ¢ Never faw her before,”
were anfwered in an audible ftage-whifper
by a provoked virgin, whofe acid features
looked as if fhe had juft emerged from the
cave of fpleen, now condemned to fit part-
nerlefs on one of thofe benches devoted to
the confequential part of the company — I
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| thould fuppofe her an opera figurante, from
her entre-chats, for fhe dances like any
thing but a lady, and doubtlefs the Dowager’s
 toady had acted in that capacity, before the
brutified revolution had driven the corps
de ballet to feek a footing in more congemal
climes.”’ : )
This cruel farcafm, ds had been mtended
was heard by- the poor Chriftabelle, and
did not efcape the notice of Lord Netter-
ville, * who, - though volanle, was good-
natured. Seemg how much the was hurt,
he firove by rattling’on, in various remarks.
on the company, to take off her attention
ffom this bevy of harples, and by well- -
tirned compliments upon her dancing
talent, and his happinefs in being her en-
vied partner, tried to give her econfi-
dence and reaﬁ'ure her ev1dently depreﬂed
fpirits ! s
In this well-meant attempt he had, in a
ertain degree, been fuccefsful, ere they
arﬁved at the bottom of the fet. Still pur-
fued by her adverfe ftars, all that the had
been hitherto fated to endure through this

4 YoL. ur 1.
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eventful evening, . from. women’s‘pii‘:qug,‘f
‘became llght as air to what awaited
{When 1he pelcewed Mlgnonne Lunev op
‘A deadly ice bolt fhot through her bo m
and froze the gemal current of life! i S
This unfexed female was attired in the'
- indecent coﬁume adopted at that period by '
'the fathionable nudes of Pans A fleth-
~coloured filk ﬂlp drawn tight over a perfon
never ﬂender, now ¢n bon point, covered bya
loofe drapery of the fineft Bruffels lace"g
her arms, neck; and back moft notorlouﬂy
‘maked, ornamented by ftrings of large
pearls clafped with diamonds, her hair
faftened by afuperb tiara of precious ftones!

~ She was leaning on the arm of a lady, who
_appeared to have long paffed her grand |
climadteric, but yet unwilling'to yield to the |
ravages of age, its dilapidations were fup-
plied by every effort creative art has de:

~ vifed for - that purpofe!” Her drefs was
almoft as goflamery, as gay, and as youth-
ful as her unblufhing  companion’s, whofe
difplay ‘of nature’s gifts had drawn upon
her all eyes! Mignonne returned their gaze

.
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. This remark made her {’cart,\ when ine
deed the was condemned to meet ﬁxed'
upon her face the bafilifk glances of Mig-
_nonne.. Another dance was going to com-
mence, which faved her anfwering a quef-
tion promptly for which fhe was fo little’
prepared. To her great furprife, fhe now
faw Mignonne led to the top of the fet by
Hettor Sarcafm, a‘geﬁtlen’lan we have, for
fome time paft, not had occafion to men:
tion. It will be recolletted by our readers
that the perfon of Chriftabelle was not
known to him; hence the deceptious trick
that was mutually played off by Mignonne
and himfelf under affumed charaters.
Their plot being difcovered and themfelves
£xpoled, through Mifs Ancram, they had
parted fworn enemies ; it therefore created
fome furprife to behold them now appeat
in perfe® amity, more like lovers than
friends. That thefe wily coadjutors had
motives for this feeming contradittion
their ations cannot be doubted, and will

not fail to be unravelled n the courfe Of
our narrative. ¥



‘ * CHRISTABELLE. 221
" Often did this precious pair bend their
looks upon Chriftabelle, of whom they
feemed to be in earneft converfe. She was
fo annoyed by their notigg, fo loft in thought
upon the prefentand the future, that all her
graceful exertions were no more; ; the
merely walked tﬁroﬁgh the figure, fre-
quently fo abfent that her blunders were -
imnnumerable. ~ For this wondrous change
in his fair rmer, Lord Nettermlle could »
not find a reafonable excufe; without
knowing the caufe, he felt mortified at the '
effect, and in his turn, grew carelefs.: When
fhe pleaded a fevere head-ache, and ex-
prefled a defire to fit down, he led her
to the feat 'ftill occupied by the Miffes
Neverfade, whom, maugre all the endea-
vours of their friends, had not been enabled
to joirr the merry dance. Difappointment
had encreafed their acidity, others of the
virgin train to whom the youthful beaux
had been equally inexorable, had become
a formidable phalanx, and now fought
amufement in tearing Maracters and perfons _
piecemeal. When his Lordﬂnp and Chrlﬁa-_

L3
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belle were fe'ated amid this coter}e, ﬂg'ey
found them dymg with curiofity to know
who was ngnonne, and: greedily feeking
to gratify it by afking leading queftlog of
all they thOlight able to fatlsfy them up@‘n
this important point. . .
Chriftabelle was a filent hﬂ:ener, truﬁmg 7
through the aﬂidueus endeavours. of her
nexghbours, fhe might herfelf ‘glean fome
sinformation of ‘a gnome that *had. {fpread,
with deleterious poifon, her path of life!
Lord Netterville:was highly diverted by
- their thixft for fcandai their defire of kn“‘w-ﬁ
Tledge, “and thelr fruitlels efforts to. feede‘
their goﬂippmg propenfities,  He ref‘l&ed ‘
to nge his aid and afliftance, faymg, <. Per-
mit me, ladles, to ﬁﬁ'er my fervices upon this
xmportant miffion. - I flatter I‘nyfelf isewill
be crowned with fuccefs. I was once known
' to this lady’s partner, who is juft returned
from makirg declamatory fpeeches in the
mational ‘affembly! He is one of thofe
- characters let in"ever ,y where, knows every
; body, and fpares Tobody ! therefore he
will not thhhold one atom of the bu‘ths
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pagentage, and educatxon of thls notonous
nude. 0 s, g : ¥

The dance thl&mﬂant termmated When ;

ngnonne and her cbaperon gpoke aloud
their intentibn, of retiring, and the obfe-
quious Sarcafm handed them out; havmg
feen them tox their chalrs,‘he returned to
exhibit himfelf; his partner having  been
the magnet of attration, his confequence
had been overlooked ;; he now pauded
about, thook hands with all he knew, and
afamxlxarly nodded to thofe he did not !
Proud to be recognifed by Lord Netterv111e,
he met his advances with a fmile, took his
arm, and they retired to a feat in apparently
earne R converfation. When the coterie
beheld this- defideragim,; hope animated
their gay twmkiers, an’ they all exclaimed,
'We fhall know every thing about her. But
they had to experlence, R expe&ation
makes the blefling dear.’’ Time moyed on *
leaden wings, they thought he would never
retarn ; at length he was feen approachmg,
when the elder Mifs Neverfade taking upon
her ‘to be fpokefwomian faid, ¢ How very

i T RS
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obliging you are, my Lord to our fexual

weaknefs.””

% Rather fay knowledge,” he rephed
with_a folemn bow, ¢¢ for has not Dr,
Johnfon avowed, learning is only to be ac-
quired by afking queftions? This I have
pradtifed with Mr. Sarcafm, and from. his
anfwers I have gleaned a fund of informa-
tion, replete with matter of ftrange mo-
ment.”’ Taking his feat by Chriftabelle,
he thus commenced his recital.

¢ The lady with whom he had the honour.
to dance, was the very acme of beauty, tafte,
and fathion ; as it was not meant to be 2
fecret, he would recount the headef her

{trange hiftory, but at that inftant he was

- Dot at liberty to give the name of her

Al

family :—it was of the ancient noblefle, the
was the niece of a marquis, her father, who
was the elder brother, had married pri-
vately, and was killed in a duel before fhe
was born. For this reafon fhe was left
under the care of an accoucheur, whom
the relatives of her mother thought they
ould put into their ‘confidence, but they

.



CHRISTABELLE. 225

were grofsly abufed, for knowmg the high
birth of his young charge, and the great
fortune fhe muft one day inherit, he con-
trived, in league with an artful fifter of his
‘who had an only daughter of the fame age,
to change the children in their infancy, that
by educating his niece as his ward, and his
ward ‘as his niece, he {hould make the for-
tune of the latter. This . deception, known
only to thofe whofe intereft it was to keep ‘
 the fecret, was not even fufpe€ted, and he
"had been moft munificently remunerated
| for the great care ‘taken of his protegée.
This he apparently merited, having, un-
der that title, given his relative the firft
mafters, and the beft education that could
be procured for her in the convent of St.
Clare.
- ¢ Good heavens!” i»nterrupted ‘his cu-
rious auditors, © what an aftonithing ftory ;
it would make a charming romance. Pray,
my Lord, how was the bafe plot difcovered
and her Ladyfhip reftored fo her friends ? e
« Mr. Sarcafm told me this was too
complicate * and tedious o unravel in 2 :"'

Lo

*
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. ball-room ; nor had he time, having pro-
‘mifed to fap with the ladies, but that I
thould foon know all, as publicity would
Be,g'iven to her introdu&ion to fheﬁfarhily
honours; the tale would get jnto' the
morning papers. On my afking how the
nefarious deed had been known, he 'c}nﬁver-
ed ©through the intervention of an over-
ruling Providence’” A woman who had
nurfed the do&or’s niece denominated HIS-
¢leve, had been [feverely wounded ina
fcuffle with a party of the national guards, ;
who were ordered to bring before the trlﬁu- ﬁ
nal of juftice the accoucheur and his ﬁ&x—
"txous ward. The former would have met
his deferts from the guillotine, had he not .
- died before his fentence could be executed '
- he was fuppofed to have fwallowed poifon.
 The beauty of his fuppofitious proregée fo
' fafcinated the galleries, that they were cla-
morous for her acquittal, - Indeegi‘ it would
. have been a pity to have pumfhed the poor
mg for the fault of her uncle; as fhe

_had been taught to believe | herfelf the
foundlmg
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«® Moft certainly, when fhe could afcer-
* tain to whom fhe belonged ; but that fourcg
of intelligAence was unknown to the nurfe,
and the old fox was tog cunning to betray
himfelf, though it is fuppofed, before. his
death, he explained the artifice he had
praétifed to Chriftabelle, and acknowledged
their confanguinity, it being "believed he.
had managed to place his accumulated
hoardsin the Englifh funds, and that fhe
is now in poffeflion of a will bequeathing
it to her as his heirefs. : g

¢ But this Chriftabelle is defcribed®as
full of talent, fenfible,” witty, artful, and
~ ambitious; therefore it is not likely fhe
will ‘be fatisfied with the favings of her
¢ uncle. Having been educated as the found-
~ ling, it is fuppofed fhe will yet prefent her-
felf in that charalter, try to elucidate her
claims, and make a ftruggle for confequence;
rank and riches.” # :

“ How did the injured party acquire 2
~ knowledge to whom the belonged e :

¢ From the chapter of accidents. After
the death of her fuppofed mother and uncle,
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fhe was thrown upon the world to find her
own place ; Luneville having made no pro-
vifion for her ffture fupport, though ac-
quainted with the confeffion of Marian Ange ;
and the mantle and bracelet were given
to her by the good prieft to enable her to
trace her parents. Yet feeing no' clue to
guide her through thofe difficulties, how
was the to a&? - Her ftory got air, and it
recommended her to the notice of a lady
~who fought the luxury of doing good.
Under her proteétion fhe was taken to Paris,
at the period when the revolutionary fury
for freedom threw open the gates of the
conventual prifons, .giving -new life and. :
liberty to all thofe’ fo long held in durance
vile. © A very interefting and beautiful
woman, but yet, in the midday of exift-
ence, was, like numerous others at this era
driven from their peaceful retirement,
turned forth without a place to lay her
head. She was the vi&tim of filent forrow
perfonified, far advanced in a pulmonary
complaint that threatened an early grave. -

- ¢ Madame de Mittau, ever fearching out
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upon, was with her an object of i 1mpenous
neceflity, without which fhe could not exift.
Prefenting herfelf to the world in the cha-
racter of a rich widow, fighing for admira-
tion, and eager for éonquéﬂ fhe hated and -
envied the pofleflors of  that youth' which,
from her, was for evex: ﬂed and of that
beauty fhe could never béaﬂ With thefe
propenfities, Lady Mamngham would never
have made a companion of the elegant, the
charming, the accomplithed Chriftabelle,
had fhe not at the’ moment, by the defer-
tion of Mifs Hutchinfon; .been left without
an objeét overwhich to exercife her tyranny.
But fhe foon perceived, if fhe did not
relax in her fyftem of difcipliné, her vittim «
would at all hazards efcape‘frdm her coer-
cive power. ‘Added to this, her avarice
was gratified ; Chriftabelle afked no remu-
neration for her labour, while chearfully
exerting her talents for her advantage ; yet,
though conciliating in her manners, fhe was
not like the crouching flaves” her Ladythip
had been accuftomed to- govern with def-.
potic fway, who flew at a nod, trembled at
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of mortals, of whom it might WUly be fald ]
to pourtray e

« A youth of folly, an old age of cards s

Lady Mamngham, at the mon).ent'of her
entrance, had juft left a rubber by her
partner’s having made a revoke; from be-
ing nearly choaked by an afthmatic cough,
who had in his agony played a diamond for |
aheart. By this miftake, her natural acer-
‘bity was excited, and the excufe of almoft
ftrangulation, would not have been allowed'
a fufficient plea, when, fortunately for Sir
“Toby Tremulous, Chriftabelle made ‘her
unlocked-for - appearance, and the whole
weight of her Ladyfhip’s ill-humour was
- poured forth on her in querulous quefhons

- % Pray, Mifs Dumont, how came you
to leave the ball at this early hour? I fup-
pofe you could get no one to dance with
you, in {pite of the elegant drefs I prefente&*’ )
you for the occafion. But the young men
are too idle now to exert their talents, un-
lefs tempted by rank and riches. I hopé:
child, you did not fhow your mortification*
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by quitting the rooms alone; for I am cons
vinced the party you had the honour to go -
with would never think of retiring at this
vulgar hour, unlefs my friend Mrs. Trim-
mer has unhappily, like myfelf, been lofing
her money, -through the ignorance of
others,”” cafting a ferocious glance at the
creft-fallen knight, who ‘had thrown him-
felf on a duchefle, and lay gafplng like a
falmon ! ,
W S our Ladyfhlp is much mxﬁaken in
your conJeQures, for it was what by many -
might be deemed my good fortune to have
the beft dancer in the room, Lord Netter-
ville, for my partner; but I was foon taken
fo very ill, with a {fwimming in my head,
and was compelled to fit down, wheh, on
finding it increafe, I applied to Mrs. Trim-
mer, requefting fhe would favour me by
returning. This the peremptorily. refufed,
recommending me to get into a chair, which’
‘would convey me home very fafe. Thus
diﬁreﬂingly fituated, I knew not how to
condu&t myfelf, when his Lordfhlp politely
ittended me to a {edan.”

7
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courtefying to the company, the withdrew to
her own room, foon difrobing herfelf of thofe
glittering habiliments, that had literally
been forced upon her acceptance by Lady
Maningham, merely to Have it in her power
to make, as fhe had that evening done, 3
pompous difplay of her generofity.
' She now threw herfelf into bed ; and as
her fair cheek, bathed in bitter tears, prefled
the pillow that painful refleftion ftrewed
with thorns, fhe revolved over the events
of ‘the night, from the minor vexation which
had been excited by the envious, ill-natured
remarks of [plenetic women, to the always
appalling fight of Mignonne, terminating
the climaw of mifery, in being compelled to
hear the falle tale told by Mr. Sarcafm &
that it was fabricated with much care, and
- moft artfully weve, to complete her ruin,
was certain.  Of her being indeed the infant
~born in his houfe, committed to his care,
and cherithed by his bounty, was in her
mind - an inconvertible fa&; for of the
Tetitude, of the honour, and unimpeach-
le honefty of her adulated Monfieur
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L;lneville, fhe would have th(méh_t it facris
lege to doubt! , @ AT
But how, alas | was fhe to bring the con-
vi€tion home to the bofom of a mother, who
zxad, from the ftolen documents prefentggl'
to her by the bafe Mignonne, been deluded
into a belief, that in this vile impoftor the
embraced a deferted, long-loft child. Under
this femblance fhe had been prefented, re-
ceived, and acknowledged by gréat and
poWei‘ful relatives, who giving credehég—' to
her ftory, were ready to fupport her caufe;
and bring to condign punifhment the being
who feemed to have ufurped her place in
fociety. From infancy fhe had ever been
‘the threatened obje&t of Mignenne’s ven-
“geance, and dreadfully had fhe now per
formed her promife. T &
- But who was this dear mother, into whoft
affetion fhe had ftolen, taken her place by
artifice and deception, like another Jacob,
robbed her of her birthright. Ah! 00
furely, it was the beauteous, fragile fifter
Agatha, that appeared, leaning on the ar®
of her rival, to w}xofe lips fhe had herfelf
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-4+ That hope which « had fupported her
through all her trials, which had hitherto
realifed all her expettations, now animated
her finking fpirits. She prayed fervently
t6 the Omniprefent to f{irengthen and fup-
port her; that if her caufe was juft, he
" would enable her to prove herfelf the real
foundling, left to the care of the good ac-
coucheur. For the death of poor Marian,
fhe was a fincere mourner ; from the hour
they were torn by lawlefs power from
Rouen, fhe had loft all traces of her nutle,
but not believing the was wounded, fhe did
not yield implicit credit to the tale of her
demife, nor to the confeflion fhe was faid
to have made.  Yet that a child left at the
moment of its birth might have been
changed for avaricious purpofes,. by w1cked
people, emulous only of enriching and ag-
grandizing their own family, can and will
be believed by thole who knew not the
_ parties. But at no pericd of the lives 0f
Monfieur and Madame Luneville, fraughta'
with truth, reClitude, and honour, could
they be fufpected of fo nefarious a tranfa“-'
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tion.  The united voice of the citizens of
Rouen would witnels to their corre& and
eftimable charalers. =

Mignonne Leneville was vain, ambmous,
and wicked, bold and daring, prompt to
commit any evil; yet fhe had not a head
equal to fabricating fo deep a fcheme, as the
one the had that night heard delineated.
Convinced of this, Chriftabelle thought the
faw the dreaded Longuemam direting the
wires to fet his puppet in motion, he muft
therefore be concealed in England, doubt-
lefs had fpies upon all her attions, and
: would pounce upon his prey when the was
the leaft prepared for fo dreaded an event.

She faw the folly of expofing herfelf to pub-
fic animadverfion in the fuite of Lady Man-
ingham, who fhe perceived was refolved on
announcing her freedom from matrimonial
bondarre, by ‘exhibiting herfelf at all the
; watermg -places in the kingdom, until the
eagerly-defired period arrived, when, having
decoroufly facrified to the etiquette of woe-
ful widowhood, fhe might throw by the
fable trappings of forrow, and affume thofe
M2
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the believed if fhe ¢ould pour her tale of
woe on the commiferating ear of one of
thofe felf-immolated reclufes, fhe might be
received under the proteftion of the Lady
Abbefs, until fhe heard frem her friends, or
her lover. She refolved to make an effort
_ inftantly ; but her ardour was checked by
the reﬂeé‘tlon, that her contrated finances
forbade the idea of a long ‘journey. The
holy fifterhood were dlfperfed; fome at
Winchefter, and near Newmarket, others
in Yorkthire; but the one fhe had heard
{poken moft of, which had given rife to the
converfation that had imprefled her ima-
gination, was at Ametbury, in Wiltfhire. .

- This ancient feat had once been the
chofen refidence / of the late celebrated
Duchefs of Queenfberry, who has been
fung by her favourite poet, as havibng 3

s« Obtained the chariot for a day, and set the woﬂd s
en fire.”

‘Her Grace was the adiired beauty, the
brilliant wit, the reigning toaft of the
courtly circle of Geerge II., the munificent
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patronefs of Gay, many of whofe poetical
effufions were addreffed to this dl(hngulfhed
lady, the frlend of gemus, {cience, tafte,
and talents. .

This famous pile of gothic architecture,
.that during the lifetime of their late poffef-
~ {ors, was the chofen retreat of the mufes,
dedicated to fplendid hofpitality, ¢ where
_ every ftranger found a ready” chair,” alas!
_ wondrous ‘indeed had been the change ex-
perienced at Amefbury, now become a
depot of veftal nuns,  the world forgetting,
by the world forgot,” who moved about
like troubled ghofts, amid its impervious .
thades, in {olemn, gloomy filence.

The heir of the dukedom, in his ideas,
differed widely from his progenitors; he
could find no charm in ancient ftruftures,
nor pleafure in perambulating through
groves of druidical oaks. His gratifications
were derived from a very different fource ;
~ he preferred funning himfelf in the garith
noon of day, before a red-hot brick houfe,
in Piccadilly, to contemplating the beauties
of nature, in the fhades of his anceftorial

M 4



248 CHRISTABELLE.

“domains ! This being the tafte of the pre-
_fent pofleffor, he had gwen,permxﬂ‘ ion to'a
community of r(’hgzezg/bs, whom revolutlon-
.ary fury had duven forth to wander, to fet\
up their reft at Amefbury. :
While this fubjeét was under dlfcuﬁion, !
Lady Mamngham avowed her intention,
when fhe arrived at Salifbury, to go out of
her way purpofely, to fee thofe odd bodies,
who, after having been fortunately liberated
from ftripes, hunger, and confinement,
knew fo little how to value the joys of
freedom, that théy again committed them-
{felves to durance’! She could compare
them to nothing but foolith moths, flutter-
ing round a flame, who, if faved from de-
{tru&tion by fomé charitable hand, defeats
the purpofe of their preferver, by inftantly
fiying into the candle, and burning them-
felves to death ! : i
As the lay revolving this fubje&, and
how {he fhould effe@t her efcape from her
Ladythip, without -appearing ungrateful
was the only queftion. To announce her
intention, would be to defeat its purpofe.

®
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CHAPTER IX.

N her entering, fhe found Lady Man.
ingham employed in perufing a letter,
which having finithed, fhe darted an indig-
nant glance ‘at Chriftabelle, whom the ad-
dreffed with, « Mademoifelle Pumont,l
am forry to inform you, I have heard from
my friend Mrs. Trimmer, of your very
indecorous behaviour laft night, your
marked coquetry with Lord Netterville, the
- affetted airs you gave yourfelf to aftradt
admiration: a condu& fo very improper in
a perfonage of your fituation in life, that it
drew forth the inquiries of the whole room,
of who you was, and to whom you be-
longed. The latter queftion anfwered,
occafioned my prudence to be called in
queftion, for fele@ting fuch a flirt for 3
companion.- Added to this, the impro-
priety; to ufe no harfher texrm, of your re-
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treat with your lordly partner; who wasnot
obferved to re-enter the ball-room after
you had left it together, at a much earlier
hour, {o fays my note, than you returned to
my houfe. :

¢ Having thus drawn upon yourfelf fo
much notoriety, after the marked kindnefs
I have thewn, you cannot expeé that I can
fo far forfeit my character for‘,propriety, as
to retain you about my perfon! No, Ma-
demoxfelle, we muft part, and that inftan.
taneoufly ; I have been grofsly 1mpofed
upon by that letter of lodgings, Mrs. Brown-
low, who introduced you to me as a mighty
fuperior young woman, a very rara avis of
perfection. I ought to have doubted, for-
every Frenchwoman is at heart a rake. It
is no- ‘matter, we cannot purchafe wifdom
too-dear! When Iinquired what muft be
your pecuniary reward, I was told you were
a perfon of independent fortune, and would
~ accept none. I therefore dare not  rifk. af--
 fronting a perfon of your confequence, by
offering any remurieyration for the fmall time-
you have been under my prote&ion.”

M6
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At any other period than the prefent, this
‘unfeeling, taunting, infulting difmiffal would
have feverely vexed and mortified Chrifta.
belle ; but now fhe rather rejoiced than
grieved that fhe fhould be at liberty to de-
part inftantly. She obferved, with cutting
coolnefs, fhe fhould not attempt juftifying
herfelf againt accufations fo unfounded, ab-
furd, and malicious, which Chriftabelle was
convinced that neither thofe who condemns
ed, nor thofe that propagated the flander,
believed one word of the tale they told !
Having thus exprefled her contempt, ihe
arofe -with that dignified eafe that never

‘. forfook her, withed Her Ladyfhip a more
corret companion and a fortunate termina-
tion to her four; fhe then quitted the room. -

Repairing to her own, fhe packed her
modeft wardrobe into a fmall portmanteau,
the gift of Mrs. Brownlow. -She, then made a
parcel of the drefs the had worn the formes
evening, that her contemptible patronefs
had meanly boafted to her company was
her gift, and inclofed inita note: —

< Mademorﬂle Dumnont returns Lady
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Maningham’s robe, with many thanks for
- permitting her to wear it for one night only.”

. Prepared for departure, fhe recoiletted
tﬁa,t‘Amefbury was faid not to be far from
Salifbury. ~ She therefore concluded it
would be her beft plan to take the ftage for
that place.  To gain inftrudion how fhe
was to get there, after having changed her
morning-drefs for a riding-habit, fhe re-
paired to the library in Milfom-ftreet, from
whence her Ladyfhip had her new novels.
She afked to look at a book of the roads;
this was prefented to her by a very ch :
young man, who perceiving, though fhe
fpoke Englifh very correétly, it was with a

foreign accent, obferved, if fhefought any
information in which he could affift her, he
thoald be very happy to do fo. Politely
thanking him, the anfwered that fhe withed
to vifit a friend, at the abbey of Ameibury,
and wanted to know the beft method the
could purlue, to get conveyed neareft it by
~a ftage. This he told her, and the inn
where the coach would ftop ‘at her requeft, -
which was within twa miles of the new
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nunne;‘y He was affured he was corre&
for when travelling that road, he had been
led there By curiofity to behold thefe felf-
.lm&mred relzg:eufes. g S
Upon her enquiring where was the oFﬁce,.
he offered to fend and procure her a place;
for this'fhe was moft gratefui'; only defiring
it might be by the firft conveyance. The
boy foon returned, faying he had obtained
one in the mail, that left Bath at five
o’clock. ~ This happily arranged, fhe re-
turned to Lady Maningham, requefting 2
‘porter might be procured; to convey her
portmanteau to the inn.  She had the plea-
fure of perceiving that her departure was
regretted by all the domeitics, upon whom
her fuavity of manners had wmade an inde-
lible impreffion ; for though ufed to witnefs-
thofe hafty changesin the humble compa-
nions of their lady, whom to receive and to
part with were tantamount terms, yet they
did hope that Mademoifelle would have made:
good: her footing : this they told her, and
"that wherever fhe went, they wifhed her
health, fuccefs, and happinefs..
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It was yet early day, and fome hours muft
elapfe before fhe could quit Bath. How
was fhe to beftow them, to keep from the
fight of thofe curious loungers, that infeft:
every walk of that gay city? ‘She had
formed no acquaintances whither fhe could
repair ; the milliners and drefs-makers,
to whom fhe had accompanied her Lady-
thip, to give orders, were of too tonifh a
defcription, too much the refort of thofe -
who, amid the occupations to kill precious
time, find fhopping a neceflary auxiliary in
accomplifhing this arduous tafk. To have
entered one of thofe haunts of the diffipated,
the frxvolous, and the idle, would have been
to have met all whom it was incumbent
upon her to fhum. B R s .

It cannot excite furprife, that her fpirits
were deeply depreffed, as the pondered over
that mafs of miferies, which appeared to in-
‘creafe fo rapidly, that fhe defpaired, fingle-
handed, of combating them with effed.
She felt herfelf deferted by all her friends,
her lover, and her parent, thrown from
their hearts, a forrowful outcalt on an un-
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felf 5 T am an innocent v1&1m, the child of
misfortune only, therefore 1 ought to be
grateful that I am not ftained with the
crimes of my perfecutors. ﬁrhy, then,
fhould I forrow like one without hope
While thus fhe religiouﬂy tried to reafon
herfelf into endurmg patiently thefe new
afflictions, the percexved a cottage atno great
diftance ; ﬁndmg herfelf weakened by thofe_
- contending emotions fhe had endured for
nearly twenty-four hours, having fwallowed
only one cup of chocolate within that time,
exhauﬁed nature demanded fome refrefh-
"“ment, This, fhe thought, might be pro-
cured beneath the humble roof in view.
Sud]moning:courage, thither fhe repaired.
A neat, middle-aged woman, whofe face
exhibited traits of good-humour, anfwered
her gentle tap;* when, on Chriftabelle’s-
fimply imforming her, that the had loft her -
‘way, was faint with fatigue and hunger, and
~would thankfully repay her for any food,
however coarfe, {he could beﬂow, the ex-

clzumed
“ 'God blefs you, pretty lady, zure
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_ enough you do look main tired. 'Pray

come in, and take a feat ‘you fhall be hear- .
tily wélcome to all my poor place can pro-
duce.” Oh faying this, the good dame,
without ftopping to make any gofliping in-

- quiries, how fuch a fine mifs fhould be
~ walking out alone, inftantly beftirred her-

felf to relieve her wants, covered her well-
fcoured table with a clean, tﬁough coarfe
cloth, placed upon it a Bath cream-cheele,
a'pat of butter, juft drawn from the churn,
part of a gammon of that bacon for which
Hamptbire is fo juftly famous, and a brown
loaf, of her own making ; then putting fome
new-laid eggs into the fkillet, defired mifs
to fay how long fhe liked they fhould boil
Thus, in a very few minutes, a moft ex-
cellent dinner of country fare was placed
before our grateful heroine, of which fhe
was prefled to partake with all the eager
zeal of unadulterated hofpitality !

Thankful for a meal fhe fo little expefted
to have met with, Chriftabelle delighted her
honeft hoftefs by praifing her viands, Whlch :
fhe declared ‘were excellent. She felt
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amply rewarded, at feeing her appear to
eat with an appetite ; but felt quite morti-
fied that mifs would not tafte her goofe-
berry-wine, faying, ¢ Lord lovee, my {weet -
child, how be ye to walk back to city, upon
“only a mug of water ?”  On inquiring the
diftance, the found fhe had ftrolled” near
three miles from Bath, and did not know a
ftep of the road to return, This fhe ob-
ferved to her kind entertainer, and that fhe
feared the fhould mifs the mail, in which
fhe had a place taken for that evening, and
it was to her of the utmoft confequence.

« Goodnefs me, zure enough you will
be too late, tired as you be. I be forry to
zee you do look zad and mallancholly;
come cheer up, Mifs, you be too handfome,
and too young for the black ox to have
tredded upen your feet already, fo do’at
ye be down-hearted.”

Confcious no time was to be loft, Chrifta-
belle begged to be inftructed what road fhe
was to purfue?

- ¢ Never think about that; my g good man
'be gone to market, but I will fend our Bill

>
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not afk you to take a mouthful of our fare
to be pald for it; though we be poor folk
~ we beant. beggala, but can afford to give a
,morfel of bread and butter, and a couple of
eggs, to a tired fraveller, without taking
money for it! I {uppofe, Mifs, you have
heard a bad chara@er of farmers; zure
enough the great ones be a greedy aflort-
" ment, and grind the feace of us little ones ;
yet, thank God, we have ftill hearts that can
feel for our fellow-creatures, and be willing
to. Ihare our mite with' thofe whe be in
want.’ ; :
Chnﬁabelle percewmg the dame was
really hurt by her attempt to reward her -
hofpitality, put up her purfe, begged her
pardon, and prefling her bronzed hand to
her grateful heart, again thanked her for
the kindnefs fhe had fhewn to a way-worn
.ﬂrancrer She now took her leave, accom-
_ panied by qu{hmg Bill .and his mother’s
blefling, who commanded him in an audible
whifper, if he valued her anger, not to take
any thing of young madam, becaufe it was



af2 CHRISTABELLE.

the bounden duty of a Chriftian to put thofe
who were going wrong into the right path,
As fhe and her bloommg guide purfued
the fhorteft road with all the fpeed of elaftic
youth Chriftabelle could not avoid com-
paring the kind friendfhip fhe had always
found in that rank the proud patricians de-
nominate the cannaile ; how did the former
fink on the comparifon, from whom fhe
had experienced haughty, .overbearing, n-
folent treatment, while the latter had foothed
her with tender affetion, and ferved her
with zealous warmth, to the utmoft limits
of their power.
¢« Oh'” fhe mentally exclaimed, ¢ the
good dame from whem I have juft parted
is in her ideas affuredly right. Poverty in-
tenerates the heart, while riches render it
petrefcent. All the ‘woes, all the joys of
life fpring from comparifon with thofe more
- happy or more miferable than ourfelves.
~ We cannot pity what we never experienced,
" Thofe who poflefs buoyant health, hear with
carelefs indifference the guerulous complain-
ings of the fick, view with frigid apatﬁ}’. the
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excruciating pains ,t‘hey never felt; they
can form no adequate notion of their fuffer-
ings, therefore it is good for man to be af-
flited. Behold the votary of wealth
- quicken his pace, and with averted head,
turn from the diftrefsful tale of the half
ﬂarved fhivering mendicant. He cannot
be moved by 4 defcription of woes his fitua-
tion has precluded him from enduring : no,
we muft fuﬁ“er%in our individual felves the
. pangs of ficknefs and forrow, the 'goadin'g
ftings of falfe friends, the lofs of real ones,
the deprivation of  fortune, ¢ the proud
man’s contumely, and the law’s delay,” be-
fore we can truly appreciate the wants we
are called upon to relieve, and the variety
of troubles we are expe&ed to commi-
fepatc s

Thus to our young philofopher, plunged
in a reverie, the time appeared thort that
‘brought her to Bath. She repaired in-
flantly to the inn, found her fmall trunk
fafe, and the mail nearly ready to fet out ;-
after pulling a veil round her face, the took
her place in the vehicle, thanking her com- -
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coach ﬁopped at the i inn, fhe had’ the addx-
. ional mlsfortune of ﬁndmg herfelf very ilL.
She hoped could fhe gain repofe, it would.
quiet her fpirits, and renovate her ftr ength ;
to eﬁ"e& this fhe ordered fome wine whey, '
though 1t was early evenmg, and inftantly
repaired to .bed. Her delicate frame quite
exhaufted for want of natural reft, {he foon
fell into a profound flumber, from which
the waked after fome -hours quite reftored
to convalefcence. She undrew her cur-
. tains, a pitchy darknefs pervaded her room :
the did not immediatgly remember where
fhe was ; but memory, faithful to her truft,
brought to her recollection all the difagree-
ables-of her fituation, and the neceffity of
lofing no time in feeking 2 more correl:
afylum than 2 pubhc inn, the refort of tra-
wvellers of every delcription. Eager to put
her well-digefted plan into execution, fhe-
fruck her watch ; it repeated three. Not
reékdning upon-how foon fhe had retired,
- the exclaimed, Yet foearly; what an in-
concelvably long night e
N 2
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After this explanation he withdrew mth'
‘the Baronet, to*whom he unbofomed him-
- felf of all his hoard of forrows, and learnt

- from him all thofe that had beefr endured -

by his Chriftabelle. He was frantic at the
idea at what fo delicate a creature muft
have fuffered in thofe trying fituations in.
which the had been placed, fince laft they
parted. To reflet upon it was madnefs -
deprived of money to procure the common
means of exiftence, fervently he thanked
‘Omnipotence that had- thielded her from
the worit of evils, fnatched. her from the
;grafp of the villainous Longuemain, and
raifed her humble friends in Captain Beau-
mont and his amiable fifter. He feelingly
deplored thofe malignant planets,  that
lzemed to -equally fhed their baleful in-
fluence over. himfelf and Chriftabelle. *
‘Sir Everard ieﬂ‘ay_jed‘ to fpeak coinfort,
and to re-z{ﬁure'him, by the ﬂattering ex-

,4

pectation that all would yet be well, that

_ tried by misfortune, they would be reward-
€d for well fuftaining their afflictions, and
VORL ITL e e Ei;
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which you fo feverely cenfure yohrfelf, wai”

b

=

-

" committed under the influence of youthful

- effervefcence, the romance of the imaginf{'«;
tion, in which an intention to {werve from
the pathsbf honour and re&itude was never
meant,, therefore is very pardonable. Be-
lieveeyour confidénce in me was held facred,
never whifpered, even to my Harriet. I re-
joice to hear you m«an to ‘throw off all

 difguife to friends who efteem you as Cap-
tain Friburg, and will not love you lefs as

LordEverﬂey ** Laughing, he afked, ¢ while .

you return to your toilet, to affume your
“natural complexion, and diveft yourfelf of
thofe ' fierce muftachoes, and that fable
brutus, I will open the cale to the ladies ;
and depend upon it, I will plead the caufe
of curioﬁty and love, with all my oratorical

powers, trufting that my exertions will be -

- crowned with more fuccefs than they always
meet in St. Stephen’s.””
Lord Everfley prefled the hands of the
‘good-natured-Baronet, whom he repeatedly
thanked ~for undertaking to prepare his
friends, by his partial reprefentation, to view
P 2
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}ls faults and follies w:th lenity.. On re.
turning to the faloon, his now fair face
covered with the bluthes of honeft {hame,
he perceived by the fmiles of the ladies, Sir
Everard had effetually performed. his pro-
mife.  Overcome by felf-reproach, he
gracefully threw himfelf at'the feet of«Ma-
dame Wentworth, faxmg, hf_ia};ei not
‘meether intelligent glances until the pro-
nounced a pardon for his late behaviour,
and an affurance that the would become’
his advocate with the woman he muft ever
adore, his beautiful affianced bride, whom
he dared flatter himfelf would be awatded
to him by the Marqms of Aronville. - ]
- So well had the Baronet fucceeded in his
miffion, that Madame Wentworth raifed
~her fupphant affured him that upon her
arrival in England, fhe would exert all her
‘powers of perfuafion to foften the ngld re-
' folves of his father ; and if his repugnance
could be conquered, -all muft end well.
‘With Chriftabelle the would: leave him to
*plead his own caufe, on the fuppoﬁuon ‘he
would not find her a very rigid J_udge,_.‘fbr
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id. lively fallies, fhe effectually bamihed ]

ezmm from the party.-

When the fervants were w1thdrawn, and'

" the deffert put on the table, Catherme,

, eflaying to look grave, addrefled Sir

" Everard, faymg, the was moft defirous to

_obtain the confequence, fame, and emolu-

_ments, to be derived from the purfults of

llterature, therefore, fince through “his

kindnefs the had become bond fide a tra-
veller, fhe had refolved, in imitation of her
compeers, to favour the world-with the re.
fult .of her profound obfervations, upon
what fhe had heard, feen, and thought,
during her continental tour ; believing, by

good management, when eked out with-

copious notes, aided by fafhionable mar-
gins, and enriched by comments on the
paft and the prefent, fhe might contrive, to

fill a couple of quarto volumes, and gain as

. much eclat as her contemporaries !

¢« Bravo, Catherine,” exclaimed the

laughing Baronet, ¢ I admire your idea,

which affuredly will meet with fuccels;

verbofe travellers are_the order of the day,
 {









