



































INDTA. 9

young Nabob of Bhopaul.* The military ‘operations
in Central India being completed, Sir John Malcolm
remained there as political agent of the Governor-.
General ; and by his active exertions and conciliatory
methods, introduced peace, order, and fertility into a
country where those blessings had been long une
known,

It only remains to narrate the sequel to the ope-
rations in the Deccan. Shortly after the surrender of
Nagpoor, supposing that every thing in that quarter
was finally arranged, General Doveton proceeded
with his division to the westward, to co-operate with
Sir Thomas Hislop in taking possession of the forts
in the territory ceded by Holkar. But no sooner was
Appa 'Sahib re-instated on the musnud, than he re~
newed his intrigues, encouraged the savage Goands 4
to revolf, sent secret instructions to his kelledars toresist
the orders of surrender which he had conceded, and
applied to Bajee Row for assistance. The Resident,
having obtained the clearest preofs of the Rajah’s
treachery, arrested him on the 15th of March (1818),
and took possession of the city. The advancing suc-
cours from the Peishwa under Gunput Row had
reached the banks of the Wurda, when they were met
and driven back by a detachment under Colonel Scott.
On the receipt of orders from the Governor-General,
Appa Sahib was, on the 3rd of May, sent off from
Nagpoor towards Allahabad, his intended prigon 5 but,

I % The early death of this virtuous and patriotic young prince
as an irreparable loss. His life was terminated in 1818, by an:
accident, Sir John Malcolm gives him the highest character.
ough a moslem, his favourite minister and companion was a
hristian.  His haram contained but one princess, and no slaves.—
leolm, C. I., vol. i. p. 419.

« T The aboriginal inhabitants}of Gondwana, from whom the
rovince derives its name,
B S
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































220 g INDIA.

heard or seen of them, are much superior to the in-
habitants that I have deseribed along the coast of
Bengal, and even to those along the coast of the
Carnatic.” ¥

Tt may be observed generally, that the opinions of

our military officers with regard to the character of

the Hindoos, are far more favourable than those of
our Anglo-Indian civilians and magistrates. “And
this is easily accounted for-{ The above testimony of
Sir John Malcolm will help to reconcile, in some
degree, the conflicting statements which have been
advanced with regard to the Hindoo nations. The
Bengalees, the Hindoos of the Upper Provinces, the
Mahrattas, the Rajpoots, the Mysoreans, and the
Tamul tribes, although united by a common religion,
and receiving from their customs and institutions
something of a family character, might be expected
to differ not less widely than the different Catholi
nations who are comprised, under the mname of
Europeans 3 not less than the Portuguese from the
Ttalian, the Spaniard from the Frenchman. If the
Bengalees be a feebler race, and, owing to their poli-
tical circumstances and other causes, the most de-
graded, it does mot follow that they are the least
capable of virtue. With regard to their moral con-
dition, it would seem to be, at all events, not more

# Tansard’s Parliamentary Debates, vol. xxv. pp. 568, 9

+ The Hindoos make excellent soldiers, and the following state-
ment will illustrate Mr. Hastings’s panegyric on their religion.
<« The Hindoo artillery-man at all times regards the gun to.which
he js attached, as an object of superstitious reverence, and usually
bestowsupon it the name of some deity. During the Doorga festival,
the cannon belonging to the army are painted, praised, invoked,
and propitiated by every species of offering... - The adoration of the
Hindoos appears to increase with the size of the gun.” Sir John
Malcolm, in Bombay Transactions, vol. iil, p. 82,
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corrupt than that which the Abbé Dubois has, in his
work on the Manners and Customs of the People of
India, attributed to the natives at large. The Abbé
resided chiefly in the Mysore, living among the Hin-
doos *“ as one of themselves ;” and his authority has
been appealed to as decisive by the enemies of Christian
Missions. - Whatever may be thought of his integrity
by those who are aware of his subsequent tergiversa-
tion, the testimony contained in his first elaborate
work, claims attention as collateral evidence of the
correctness of the preceding statements.
¢ Provided that the Hindoo has just enough to
support the vanity and extravagance of the day, he
never reflects on the state of misery to which he will
be reduced on the morrow, by his ostentatious and
» empty parade. He sees nothing but the present mo-
ment, and his thoughts never penetrate into an ob-
soure futurity. From this want of foresight chiefly
proceed the frequent and sudden revolutions in the
fortunes of the Hindoos, and the rapid transitions from
a state of luxury and the highest opulence, to the
most abject wretchedness. They support such over-
powering shocks of fortune with much resignation
and patience. But it would be erroneous to ascribe
their tranquillity under such circumstances,.to lofti-
ness of spirit or magnanimity ; for it is the want of
sensibility alone that prevents their minds from being
affected by the blessings or miseries of life. It was,
., probably, with an intention to make some impression
on their unfeeling nature, and to stimulate their imagi-
nation, that their histories, whether sacred or profane,
thelr worship, and their laws, are so replenished with
extraordinary and extravagant conceits. We must
also ascribe to their phlegmatic temper, more than to
any perverseness of disposition, that want of attach-
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314 INDIA.

Baber. There are to be seen fourteen columns of |
black stone, five spans in height, which occupied the ‘
site of the fortress. Twelve of these columns now
support the interior arcades of the mosque: the two
others form part of the tomb of a certain Moor. They
tell us, that these columns, or rather these remains of ¢
skilfully wrought columns, were brought from the
TIsle of Lanca or Selendip (Ceylon) by Hanuman, king
of the monkeys. On the left is seen a square chesf,
raised five inches from the ground, covered with lime,
about five ells in length by not more than fourin
breadth. The Hindoos call it Bedi, the cradle ; and the
reason is, that there formerly stood here the housein
which Beshan (Vishnoo) was born in the form of Ram,
and where also, they say, his three brothers were
born. Afterwards, Aurungzebe, or, according to
others, Baber, caused the place to be destroyed, in
order to deprive the heathen of the opportunity of
practising there their superstitions. Nevertheless,
they still pay a superstitious reverence to both these
places ; namely, to that on which the natal dwel: |
ling of Ram stood, by going three times round if
prostrate on the earth. The two places are sur. |
rounded with a low wall adorned with battlements.
Not far from this is a place where they dig up graing
of black rice changed into little stones, which ‘are
affirmed to have been hidden underground ever sinee
the time of Ram. On the 24th of the month Tshek
(Choitru), a large concourse of people celebrate here
the birth-day of Ram, so famous throughout India. |
This vast city is only a mile distant from Bnngla\
(Fyzabad) towards the E.N.B. On the high bank of
the river is a quadrangular fortress with low round
towers. The walls are out of repair, and it is un-;f’
furnished with inhabitants, Formerly, the goVEIHOTS
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|| of the province resided here. Saadut Khan, frightened

{l by an evil augury, transferred the government to
{ Bangla.® It is now completely destroyed.

“From the place where the guns are planted to
Oude, a distance of two miles, the Goggrah flows in an
Weasterly direction, making a double elbow ; one near
| the western part of the city, the other at a short
distance westward : turning then towards the N.E.
by E., it washes the city of Oude; after which it
returns to an easterly course, near the northern part.
But it changes its course almost every year. Its
| chaunel is equal in breadth to that of the Danube,
near the citadel of Ingolstadt in Bavaria, but the
volume of its waters is not so great. During the
rainy season, it extends to a great width, so that, in
Aome places, it is above a league and a half across. ¢

« Bangla or Fesabad was founded by Saadut Khan,
sfter he had abandoned the city of Oude. A Persian
2ynugm, he was for more than forty years governor

4

| ftellent garden m the Persian taste, and fixed his
Jresidence here. By degrees, this place became a large
own. The present governor, his grandson, (Sujah-
Id-Duwlnh,) adorned it with numerous buildings,

* Bangla seems to have been originally a suburb of Oude: its
me was probably derived from its low situation. Fyzabad (i.e.
fautiful residence) was the name of the soubahdar’s palace, which
become the designation of the town.

t In Bernoulli, «“ un mille et demi ; " but here, as elsewhere, it is
fposed that the German mile is meant. In some places, however,
e distance comes nearer to a coss.

1 Saadut Khan was made soubahdar of Oude by Mahomed Shah,
th the title of Buliran-ul-Mulk, about 1730. He died soon after
lﬂrShahs invasion in 1739, and was uuceeeded by his nephew

! . Sujah-ud»Dowlah was his son and successor, See pp. 47—
56 0f our first yolume. ;i
T2




































































































































































































































