
பூ அர 
t 

    
POPULAR DESCRIPTION, — 

| focRAPHICAL, HISTORICAL, AND TOPOGRAPHICAL, 

OF THE 

INDIA. 

VOL, If. 

LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR JAMES DUNCAN; 

_ IVER AND BOYD, EDINBURGH; M. OGLE, GLASGOW; 
AND நட நர, TIMS, DUBLIN, 

e 251898.



 





  

   



 



 





 



  

INDIA. 5 

“The order of battle was skilfully arranged. © The 
horse, which had crossed to the right bank of the 

(Seepra, took a position that was well calculated to 
embarrass the operations of the advancing army, by 

occupying its attention and threatening its stores and 
baggage ; while the infantry and cannon, covered by 

the remainder of the cavalry, occupied a strong and 

well-connected line, protected on the right by a deep 

J water-course, and on the left, by the abrupt bank of 
ithe Seepra. The attention of the British army was 

from the first directed to the storming of the heavy 
batteries (about seventy guns), All skirmishing and 

partial actions were avoided ; and the troops, having 

srossed the river, formed’ under cover, where they 
emained till the advance of the right of the line upon 
he enemy’s left, (the strongest point of his position,) 
pave the signal for a simultaneous attack, which, after 
a short conflict, was successful in every quarter. The 
army of Holkar fled in great confusion. The horse, 

Pwho had shown much boldness at the commencement 
bf the day, were the first to leave the field when the 
action grew warm; and both they and the infantry 
pave way before the artillery ceased its destructive 

fi ௦21 ன் 

This victory cost the British 174 killed and 604 
rounded, of whom 38 were European officers. Hol- 
ars army lost 3000 men, principally in the pursuit, 

* This brief but distinct account of the battle is given in the 
vords of the highest authority,—the individual to whose chi- 
valrous intrepidity the victory was ‘chiefly attributable—See 
Malcolm’s C. I. vol. i, pp. 318—19. Sir John Malcolm had the im- 
mediate command of the two brigades destined to the attack of 
he enemy’s left. An elaborate account of this important battle, 
“the only general action of primary order in India since 1804,” 

th military comments, will be found in Blacker, pp, 146—158. 
pee also Prinsep, vol, ii, pp./127—132, Grant Duff, Vol, iii, pp. 462, 3,    





 



 



INDIAe 9 

young Nabob of Bhopaul.* The military ‘operations 
in Central India being completed, Sir John Malcolm 
remained there as political agent of the Goyernor- 

General ; and by his active exertions and conciliatory 

"methods, introduced peace, order, and fertility intoa 
‘country where those blessings had been long un- 

known. 
Tt only remains to narrate the sequel to the ope~ 

rations in the Deccan. Shortly after the surrender of 

Nagpoor, supposing that every thing in that quarter 
was finally arranged, General Doveton proceeded 

with his division to the westward, to co-operate with 

Sir Thomas Hislop in taking possession of the forts 

in the territory ceded by Holkar. But no sooner was 
Appa ‘Sahib re-instated on the musnud, than he re- 

newed his intrigues, encouraged the savage Goands ++ 
to revolt, sent secret instructions to his kelledar's to'resist 

the orders of surrender which he had conceded, and 

applied to Bajee Row for assistance. The Resident, 

having obtained the clearest prgofs of the Rajah’s 
treachery, arrested him on the 15th of March (1818), 
and took possession of the city. The advancing suc- 

cours from the Peishwa under Gunput Row had 

reached the banks of the Wurda, when they were met 

and driven back by a detachment under Colonel Scott. 

On the receipt of orders from the Governor-General, 
Appa Sahib was, on the 3rd of May, sent off from 

Nagpoor towards Allahabad, his intended prison; but, 

' * The early death of this virtuous and patriotic young prince 
jwas an irreparable loss. His life was terminated in 1818, by an 
accident. Sir John Malcolm gives him the highest character. 
Though a moslem, his favourite minister and companion was a 
Christian. His haram contained but one princess, and no slaves. 

colm, C,1., vol. i. p. 419. 

. + The aboriginal inhabitants}of Gondwana, from whom the 
ன் ரம்மி derives its name. 
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INDIA. 13 

and repeated attacks were repulsed by the bayonet. 
" As a charge of this kind required always to be led by 

a European officer, the majority of, these became dis~ 

abled by death or wounds. At length, in one of the 
attacks, the Arabs made themselves ’masters of the 

‘choultry, where three of the officers were lying 
wounded. Assistant-surgeon Wingate, one of the 
number, got up, and went out, but was immediately 

"stabbed by the Arabs, and his body was cruelly 
“mangled. Lieutenant Swanston had the presence of 
mind to advise his remaining companion to suffer the 

Arabs to rifle them unxesistingly, which they did, 
without committing. further violence. In the mean 

time, a party of the battalion under Lieutenant Jones 

anid Assistant-surgeon Wylie (the only officers besides 
Captain Staunton who remained unhurt) arrived to 
heir rescue, retook the chouliry, avenged the death 

of Mr. Wingate, and carried their companions to a 

| place of greater safety. The sufferings of the wounded 
became extreme from thirst ; and the men who con- 

tinued the conflict were fainting, or nearly frantic, 
|from the dreadful privation of water. Some of the 

artillery-men, all of whom bore a conspicuous part in 

his heroic defence, proposed to Captain Staunton, that 

they should surrender if terms could be obtained. His 

‘determined refusal did not satisfy them. Lieutenant 

hisholm, their officer, being killed, the enemy, encou- 
‘raged by this circumstance, rushed upon one of the guns, 
‘and took it. The adjutant of the battalion was lying 

mortally wounded ;* hut he no sooner heard that the 
pun was taken, than getting up, he called to the gre« 

adiers once more to followhim, and seizing a musket 

' * Lieutenant Patterson, the adjutant, was a very powerful man, 
| 6 feet 7 inches in height.  
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horse, 96 killed, wounded, and missing. Of the eight 

Buropean officers, (two of them only assistant-sur- 

geons,) three were killed, and two wounded. The loss 

of the enemy was estimated at between 6 and 700 

men. Gokla, Appa Dessaye, and Trimbukjee directed 

the attacks ; and at one time, Trimbukjee entered the 

village.* 
To commemorate this gallant defence, the Govern~ 

ment ordered amonument to be erected at Koreigaum, 
recording the names of those who fell.. Captain Staun- 

{on was nominated honorary aide-de-camp to the Go- 

vernor-General, and had subsequently conferred upon 

him the command of Ahmednugger. ‘The corps (the 
2nd battalion of the Ist Bombay N. 1.) was, made 

grenadiers, as their first battalion had been for the de. 

fence of Mangalore ; and “‘ Mangalore and Koreigaum’? 

became the animating motto of the regiment.-+ 
After leaving Koreigaum, the Peishwa fled towards 

the Carnatic, followed by General Pritzler with the 

reserve division of the Deccan army, who took up the 

‘pursuit near the Salpee Ghaut. On Bajee Row’s arri- 

val at the Gutpurba, he was surprised to find the coune 
try already raised against hint, and in possession of the 

British. Turning suddenly round, he passed General 
Pritzler, recrossed the Krishna, and descended the 

* Blacker, 179—182, and App. I. Grant Daff, vol. iii. pp. 432— 

438. Prinsep, vol. ii. pp. 159—167. What added to the inequa- 
lity of the contest, was the superior courage of the Arab infantry. 
As a proof of the estimation in which they are held by the native 
“powers, it is stated, that their pay in the Peishwa’sarmy was double _ 

that of other soldiers, Arabs (natives of Arabia) received fifteen 
rupees a month; their descendants born in India, ten ditto; Hin- 

‘doostanees, eight ditto ; Mahrattas and Deccanees, six ditto. 

+ It is remarkable that, in another village of the same name, a 
defence of a scarcely Jess heroic character was made under Captain 
O'Donnell and Lieutenant Morgan in 1803. Blacker, 183.    



 





 



 





 







 













 





 









 





 



 



 



 



   



 





 







 





 



 





 





 





  

 



 



 





 





 





 





 



 



 





 





 





 





 





 





 



 



 





 





 





 



 



 





 





 





 



 



 





 





 





 





 



 



 



 





 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 





 





 



  

   



 



 



 



 



  

   



 



 



 



  

 







 



 



 



 









 





 



 













 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 









 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 







 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



 



  

   



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 







 



 





220 த INDIA. 

heard or seen of them, are much superior to the in- 
habitants that I have described along the const of 
Bengal, and even to those along the coast of the 
Carnatic.” * i 

Tt may be observed generally, that the opinions of 
our military officers with regard to the character of 

the Hindoos, are far more favourable than those of 

our Anglo-Indian civilians and magistrates. And 
this is easily accounted for. The above testimony of 
Sir John Malcolm will help to reconcile, in some 

degree, the conflicting statements which have been 
advanced with regard to the Hindoo nations. The 
Bengalees, the Hindoos of the Upper Provinces, the 
Mahrattas, the Rajpoots, the Mysoreans, and the 
Tamul tribes, although united by a common religion, 
and receiving from their customs and institutions 
something of a family character, might be expected 
to differ not less widely than the different Catholic 
nations who are comprised, under the name of 

Europeans ; not less than the Portuguese from the: 
Italian, the Spaniard from the Frenchman. If the 

Bengalees bea feebler race, and, owing to their poli- 
tical circumstances and other causes, the most de- 
graded, it does not follow that they are the least 
capable of virtue. With regard to their moral con. 
dition, it would seem to be, at all events, not more 

# Yansard’s Parliamentary Debates, vol. xxv. pp. 568, 9. 2 
+ The Hindoos make excellent soldiers, and the following state- 

ment will illustrate Mr. Hastings’s panegyric on their religion. 

«© The Hindoo artillery-man at all times regards the gun to,which 

he is attached, as an object of superstitious reverence, and usually 

bestows upon it thename of some deity. During the Doorga festival, 

the cannon belonging to the army are painted, praised, invoked, 
and propitiated by every species of offering..--The adoration of the 

Hindoos appears to increase with the size of the gun.” Sir John 
Malcolm, in Bombay Transactions, vol. iil, p. 82, 
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INDIA. 221 

corrupt than that which the Abbé Dubois has, in his 
work on the Manners and Customs of the People of 

India, attributed to the natives at large. The Abbé 

resided chiefly in the Mysore, living among the Hin- 

doos ‘* as one of themselves ;” and his authority has 
been appealed to as decisive by the enemies of Christian 
Missions. Whatever may be thought of his integrity 

by those who are aware of his subsequent tergiversa- 
tion, the testimony contained in his first elaborate 

work, claims attention as collateral evidence of the 

correctness of the preceding statements. ் 

‘* Provided that the Hindoo has just enough to 

support the vanity and extravagance of the day, he 
never reflects on the state of misery to which he will 
be reduced on the morrow, by his ostentatious and 
empty parade. He sees nothing but the present mo- 
ment, and his thoughts never penetrate into an ob- 
scure futurity. From this want of foresight chiefly 
proceed the frequent and sudden revolutions in the 
fortunes of the Hindoos, and the rapid transitions from 
a state of luxury and the highest opulence, to the 
most abject wretchedness. ‘They support such over- 
powering shocks of fortune with much resignation 
and patience. But it would be erroneous to ascribe 
their tranquillity under such circumstances, to lofti- 
ness of spirit or magnanimity ; for it is the want of 
sensibility alone that prevents their minds from being 
affected by the blessings or miseries of life. It was, 
probably, with an intention to make some impression 

on their unfeeling nature, and to stimulate their imagi- 
nation, that their histories, whether sacred or profane, 

their worship, and their laws, are so replenished with 
extraordinary and extravagant conceits. We must 

also ascribe to their phlegmatic temper, more than to 

any perverseness of disposition, that want of attach- 

a
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314 — INDIA. 

Baber. There are to be seen fourteen columns of 

black stone, five spans in height, which occupied the 
site of the fortress. Twelve of these columns now 
support the interior arcades of the mosque: the two 
others form part of the tomb of a certain Moor. They 

tell us, that these columns, or rather these remains of 

skilfully wrought columns, were brought from the 
Isle of Lanca or Selendip (Ceylon) by Hanuman, king | 

of the monkeys. On the left is seen a square chest, 
vaised five inches from the ground, covered with lime, | 

about five ells in length by not more than fourin 

breadth. ‘The Hindoos call it Bedi, the cradle ; and the 

reason is, that there formerly stood here the house in 

which Beshan (Vishnoo) was born in the form of Ram, 

and where also, they say, his three brothers were 

born. Afterwards, Aurungzebe, or, according to 

others, Baber, caused the place to be destroyed, in 

order to deprive the heathen of the opportunity of 

practising there their superstitions. Nevertheless, 

they still pay a superstitious reverence to both these 

places; namely, to that on which the natal diel 

ling of Ram stood, by going three times round if, 

prostrate on the earth. The two places are sit 

rounded with a low wall adorned with battlements. | 

Not far from this is a place where they dig up grains 

of black rice changed into little stones, which are! 

affirmed to have been hidden underground ever since 

the time of Ram. On the 24th of the month Tshel 

(Choitru), a large concourse of people celebrate here 

the birth-day of Ram, so famous throughout India. | 

This vast city is only a mile distant from Bangi \ 

(Fyzabad) towards the E.N.E. On the high bank of 

the river is a quadrangular fortress with low round 

towers. ‘The walls are out of repair, and it is uns!) 

furnished with inhabitants, Formerly, the governor) 
Hi 
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_INDIA. = 315 

of the province resided here. Saadut Khan, frightened 
by an evil augury, transferred the government to 

4 Bangla.* It is now completely destroyed. 
“From the place where the guns are planted to 

Oude, a distance of two miles, the Goggrah flows in an 
wreasterly direction, making a double elbow; one near ' 
|} the western part of the city, the other at a short 

distance westward: turning then towards the N.E 

ly E., it washes the city of Oude; after which it 

returns to an easterly course, near the northern part. 
‘] But it changes its course almost every year. Its 

channel is equal in breadth to that of the Danube, 
near the citadel of Ingolstadt in Bavaria, but the 
volume of its waters is not so great. During the 
rainy season, it extends toa great width, so that, in 

Some places. , it is above a league and“ half scrom. ர் 
௩ டக or Fesabad was founded by Saadut Khan, 

(after he had abandoned the city of Oude. A Persian 
| Py origin, he was for more than forty years governor 
Jfthis province.t He built a palace, planted an ex. 
tellent garden in the Persian taste, and fixed his 
residence here. By degrees, this place became a large 

   

  

    

  

   

    

      

  

    

      

   
     

     

  

    

     

  

H 
நி 
i 

* Bangla seems to have been originally a suburb of Oude: its 
me was probably derived from its low situation. Fyzabad (i.e. 

mautiful residence) was the name of the soubaldar’s palace, which 
‘become the designation of the town. 

+ In Bernoulli, « un mille et demi ;” but here, as elsewhere, it is 
Mposed that the German mile is meant. In some places, however, 

edistance comes nearer to a coss. 
+Saadut Khan was made soubahdar of Oude by Mahomed Shah, 

ih the title of Buhran-ul-Mulk, about 1730. He died soon after 
adit Shah’s invasion in 1739, and was succeeded by his nephew 
பிகே in-law, Sefder Jung, who was nominated vizier by Ahmed 

J hah. Sujah-ud-Dowlah was his son and successor, See pp. 347— 
56 of our first volume, i 
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