
  

 



 





INDIA. 3 

_ A rapid review of the origin and progress of the 
ritish power in India, is all that will be attempted in 

he present historical outline. ‘The domestic and par- 

“liamentary history of the Company does not come 
vithin our province, 

The earliest comminication between England and 

I India, has been traced back to a remote period in our 

annals. William of Malmsbury relates, that Alfred 

he Great sent a mission to St. Thomas’s on the coast 
£ Coromandel, about A.D. 883; and in the Saxon 

Chronicle we are further told, that the English mo- 
‘narch, having heard that the Christian missionaries 

n India were in great distress, despatched Sighelmus, 
e of his fayourite priests, to convey his alms to the 
ionks of St. Thomas’s. Having executed his com- 

ie mission, he returned to England after an absence of 
| several years, bringing with him a considerable num- 
_ ber of precious stones, which he deposited in the 
church of Sherborne, in Dorsetshire ; of which see he 

_ was created bishop, as a reward for his services. In 
F consequence of the splendid account given by-Sighel- 
| mus of the trade, opulence, and luxuries of the East, 
» we are moreover assured, that Alfred catiséd several 
| ships to be built and equipped, for the special object of 
_ embarking in the Indian trade; and that, having lent 

” these ships to a few adventurous merchants, whom he 
_ also assisted with money, they performed some success. 

ful voyages to the ports of Syria and Egypt, whence 
_ they returned richly laden with Indian commodities, 

| It does not, however, appear, that the commercial 
intercourse thus begun by the enterprising genius of 

Alfred, was continued for any length of time, or even 
)\ prosecuted with any regularity during the most pros- 

perous period of his reign. From the death of that 

preat prince to the time of Henry VIII., England was 
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8 INDIA. ் 

she ivould lose no time in complying’ with so ration, 
and Iandable a request. The Queen being, beside) 
always disposed to encourage commercial projects, ani. 
entertaining a favourable opinion of this one, imme.) 
diately dispatched Tetters to the Turkish Emperor ah 
Constantinople, submitting to him certain  articles|)) 

which she proposed as the basis of a treaty of com! 
merce. These letters were received with courtesy; 
and the proposition which they contained being agree 
to with the utmost reddiness, a treaty was soon afte! 
concluded between the two Powers, by which the 
“merchants of England obtained privileges, in the ports 
of the Turkish empire, superior to those which hal) 
ever before been granted to any other nation. Hence. 
forward, the commodities of India were brought ம 

England in English ships ; and the trade thus opentl) 
with the Turkish empire, continued to be conductel ; 

with unabated spirit for many years after the esta 
blishment of the East India Company. ் 
“But this branch of commerce was not attendol 

with those great national advantages which it ஏம 
expected to produce, From the number of hants 
through which the Indian commodities passed before 
they reached England, the price put upon them was 
necessarily high ; and the Dutch, who had now esta. 
blished themselves in various parts of India, and 
vigorously prosecuted the trade thither, by way of the 
Cape of Good Hope, easily. undersold the English and 

Turkey merchants, even at the London market, 
This mortifying circumstance served to infuse a new 

spirit imto the commercial ardour which. then pre. 
vailed ; and some of the most opulent London mer 
chants determined, if supported by Government, no 
longer to suffer the Portuguese and the Dutch to 

  

   



INDIA. 9 

monopolize the valuable trade of India. In carrying 
this determination into effect, they were assisted by 
the celebrated George, Harl of Cumberland, afid a 

number of gentlemen of independent fortune, who 

_ agreed to join them in the- speculation of fitting out a 
() certain number of ships. to trade’to India, provided 

they obtained a charter from Government, granting to 

those who engaged in this concern, the exclusive pri- 
vilege of carrying on the commerce between England 

and India. Upon application being made to the 
Queen, 1o know the sentiments of Her Majesty on this 
subject, she expressed her approbation of the measure, 

and her desire to give it every encouragement. She 
had indeed anticipated, in her comprehensive mind, 
the idea of the merchants; and with a view to realize 

it successfully, Myr. John Mildenhall, the English 
consul at Constantinople, was sent overland to Hin- 
dostan, charged with letters from Elizabeth to the 
Emperor Akbar. The object of this mission was, to 
obtain from that prince such privileges for the Eng- 

lish ants who came to the ports of his dominions, " 
as would give them a decided advantage over the 
other European nations that traded thither. The 
English ambassador was received at the court of Agra 
with every mark of courtesy, respect, and distinction 5 
though the artifices which were used by the Portuguese 
Jesuits, then residing at Agra and Delhi, to impress 
Akbar with an unfavourable opinion of the English 
people, appear to have induced him to reject the friendly 
overtures of Elizabeth, and refuse to accede to her 
proposals.* It is certain, that Mildenhall returned to 
England without having attained the purpose of his 

= In Murray’ 's History of Discoveries in Asia, an abstract is 

given of Mildenhall’s own despatch, in which he professes at 

length to haye carried his point. See Murray, ii. chap. 4, 
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MISSING PAGE ii & iii, IN BOOK



 


