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- A rapid review of the origin and progress of the
British power in India, is all that will be attempted in
he present historical outline. The domestic and par-
W liamentary history of the Company does not come
Wwithin our province,
68 The earliest communication between England and
8 India, has been traced back to a remote period in our
W annals. William of Malmsbury velates, that Alfred
he Great sent a mission to St. Thomas’s on the coast
of Coromandel, about A.D. 883; and in the Saxon
" Chronicle we are further told, that the English mo-
narch, having heard that the Christian missionaries
‘in India were in great distress, despatched Sighelmus,
(" one of his favourite priests, to convey his alms to the
" monks of St. Thomas’s. Having executed his com-
¢ mission, he returned to England after an absence of
I several years, bringing with him a considerable num-
| ber of precious stones, which he deposited in the
. chiurch of Sherborne, in Dorsetshire ; of which see he
- Was created bishop, as a reward for his services. In
consequence of the splendid account given by-Sighel-
i mus of the trade, opulence, and luxuries of the Fast,
& We are moreover assured, that Alfred caused several
¥ 8hips to be built and equipped, for the special object of
embarking in the Indian trade; and that, having lent
these ships to a few adventurous merchants, whom he
.~ also assisted with money, they performed some success-
ful voyages to the ports of Syria and Egypt, whence
"~ they returned richly laden with Indian commodities.
{ It does not, however, appear, that the commercial
intercourse thus begun by the enterprising genius of
Alfred, was continued for any length of time, or even
prosecuted with any regularity during the most pros-
perous period of his reign. From the death of that
greas grince to the time of Henry VIIL, England was
. B2
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. chants of London imported them from that city on
~ their own account, and conveyed them to the Thames
A in their own ships.
 About this period, Mr. Robert Thorne,* a mer-
it/ chant in London, presented a memorial to Henry the
- Eighth, setting forth the great advantages that would
© accrue to the nation, by opening a direct commerce to
\ India ; and with a view to suit his scheme to the
ambitious spirit of that prince, he proposed to proceed
@ to India by a new route. For, as the Portuguese had
pd pushed their discoveries to the east, and the Spaniards
”; to the west, it was an object worthy of the English, to
i lay open the navigation of the northern ocean. Though
g% this project was certainly extremely plausible, it does
g not appear that Henry ever gave it the smallest en-
couragement, or even considered its possible practica-
bility with that attention which might have been ex-
' pected from his intelligent mind, It was not till A.D.
1578, that the first light was thrown on this naviga.
tion by Sir Francis Drake.”+
The expedition fitted out under the command of
this illustrious mavigator, for the express purpose, of
reaching the Southern Ocean, sailed from Plymouth
on the 13th of December, 1577. Having passed the
Straits of Magellan, and ravaged the western coast of

® Thorne had resided for mary years at Seville, where he had
acquired particular knowledge of the intercourse which the Portu~
guese had opened with the East.

+ Asiat. An. Reg. 1801, pp.17, 18. Two voyages, however, in
search of a north-west passage, were undertaken in the reign of
Henry*VIIL ; oneabout this period, and another ten years later.
These having failed, a small squadron was fitted out in the reign of
Edward VI, to explore a north-east passage, which, though un-
fortunate, was followed by several vigorous attempts ; and before
this project was finally abandoned, that of obtaining a passage by

fhe north-west was vi y d. See authorities in Mill,
vol, i, {ps 6, 7. ‘










8 INDIA.

she tould lose no time in complying' with so rationy]
and landable a request. The Queen being, beside
always disposed to encourage commercial projects, anj
entertaining a favourable opinion of this one, imme.
diately dispatched letters to the Turkish Emperor g

=

Constantinople, submitting to him certain artides|)

which she proposed as the basis of a treaty of com.
merce. These letters were received with courtesy;
and the proposition which they contained being agres|
to with the utmost readiness, a treaty was soon after
concluded between the two Powers, by which the
-merchants of England obtained privileges, in the ports
of the Turkish empire, superior to those which hal
ever before been granted to any other nation. Henge
forward, the commodities of India were brought t
England in English ships; and the trade thus openel
with the Turkish empire, continued to be conductel
with unabated spirit for many years after the esfa
blishment of the Bast India Company. h

¢ But this branch of commerce was not attendel’
with those great national ‘advantages which it was
expected to produce. From the number of hands
through which the Indian commodities passed befor
they reached England, the price put upon them was
necessarily high ; and the Duteh, who had now est-
blished themselves in various parts of India, and
vigorously prosecuted the trade thither, by way of the
Cape of Good Hope, easily. undersold the English and
Turkey merchants, even at the London market,
This mortifying circumstance served to infuse a new
spirit into  the commercial andour which. then pre-il
vailed ; and some of the most opulent London mer-
chants determined, if supported by Government, 1o
longer to suffer the Portuguese and the Dutch
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i monopolize the valuable trade of India. In carrying
this determination into effect, they were assisted by
the celebrated George, Barl of Cumberland, ahd a
number of gentlemen of independent fortune, who

b agreed to join them in the- speculation of fitting out a

I certain number of ships to trade to India, provided
they obtained a charter from Government, granting to
those: who engaged in this concern, the exclusive pri-
vilege of carrying on the commerce between England
and India. Upon application being made to the
Queen, 1o know the sentiments of Her Majesty on this
subject, she expressed her approbation of the measure,
and her desire to give it every encouragement. She
had indeed anticipated, in her comprehensive mind,
the idea of the merchants; and with a view to realize
it successfully, DMr. John Mildenhall, the English
consul at Constantinople, was sent overland to Hin-
dostan, charged with letters from Elizabeth to the
Emperor Akbar. The object of this mission was, to

| obtain from that prince such privileges for the Eng-
lish ants who came to the ports of his dominions, "
as would give them a decided advantage over the
other European nations that traded thither. The
English ambassador was received at the court of Agra
with every mark of courtesy, respect, and distinction 5
though the artifices which were used by the Portuguese
Jesuits, then residing at Agra and Delhi, to impress
Akbar with an unfavourable opinion of the English
people, appear to have induced him to reject the friendly
overtures of Elizabeth, and refuse to accede to her
proposals.® It is certain, that Mildenhall returned to
EBngland without having attained the purpose of his

* In Mun-ay s History of Discoveries in Asia, an abstract is
given of Mildenhall’s own despatch, in which he pmfesses at
length to have carried his point. See Murray, ii. chap. 4
0 ; BS
- .
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Muscovy hides, &ec.* Lancaster was instructed to
proceed, in the first instance, to Acheen, in Sumatra,
for the purpose of procuring spices, which were then
in great demand in England ; and he carried out a
letter from the Queen to the sovereign of that place,
proposing a treaty of commerce and alliance. Not-
withstanding the jealousies of the Portuguese mis-
sionaries, the English agent was well received; an
advantageous treaty was concluded, and permission
was given to erect a factory at Acheen. Having
taken on board a quantity of pepper, Lancaster set
sail for the Moluccas. In the Straits of Malacca, he
captured a Portuguese vessel of 900 tons burden,
carrying calicoes and spices, which sufficed to lade
the fleet. He now, therefore, made for Bantam, in
. the Tsland of Java, where, on the delivery of the
royal letters and presents, he met with a reception
* equally favourable, and left some agents, * the first
rudiments of the Captain’s factories.”” He then sailed
\ for England, and arrived in September 1603, bring-
ing to his owners a handsome profit on the capital
embarked in the voyage.

In the years from 1603 to 1613, eight other voy-
ages were fitted out on similar terms ; all of which,
except that of 1607, (in which both the vessels were
lost,) were prosperous. The first five of the Com-
pany’s voyages were exclusively directed to the islands
of the Indian Ocean. It was not till 1609, that, on
the recommendation of the factors at Bantam and in
the Moluccas, an attempt was made to open a trade at
Surat and Cambay, which was frustrated by the influ-
ence of the Portuguese.+ The fleet which sailed in

* Mill, i, 23. In the Asiatic Annual Register, 1801, it is stated,
that the fleet sailed from the Downs on the 13th of February.
. T This was the sixth voyage, under Sir Henry Middleton, the
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| progress of the English, were feeble, and probably
1 accelerated their success, by stimulating them to active
. and decided measures ; but the contest in some
degree deranged the finances of the Company, as it
involved them in the expense of military equipments.
Their pecuniary embarrassments were further in-
creased by the disastrous result of an attempt made
t this period, to share in the luerative trade carried
on by the Dutch with the Spice islands. Although
. they succeeded in conciliating some of the Malay
| princes, and obtained the cession of several valuable
| settlements, their factories were ultimately destroyed 5
| and, after the judicial massacre at Amboyna, in 1623,
. of ten Englishmen and others charged with conspiracy
., against the Dutch authorities, the English Company
' may be said to have abandoned to their rivals the
commerce of the Eastern Islands.+ The commerce
and the credit of the Company now began rapidly to
decline. The Dutch, trading on a larger capital and
with more economy, were enabled both to outhid the
English in purchase, and to undersell them in the
Indian market. At home, the affairs of the joint-

# Mr. Mill and Sir John Malcolm give 1614 as the year in which’
this embassy left England. In Murray’s Hist. of Discov., Sir
Thomas is said to have left England in March, 1612, and to have
‘reached Surat in September. Orme says, the fleet sailed in March,
1615. See, for further details, Murray, il. 138—158. Mill, i. 20—
32, Orme, 3(2—380.

+ Mr. Mill is of opinion, that the ¢ massacre” at Amboyna has
been greatly misrepresented. It excited, at the time, when the
‘news reached this country, a popular indignation against the
Duteh, hordering upon fury, which the Directors of the East India

Company industriously fomented. But their own agents appear to
“haye Deen guilty of equal atrocities, See Mill, ol i. pp. 46—57
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