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NOTES TO CANTO THIRD. . 345 

likely that he must have become a fanatic or an impostor, or 

that mixture of both which forms a more frequent character 

than either of them, as existing separately. In truth, mad per- 

sons are frequently more anxious to impress upon others a 

faith in their visions, than-they are themselves confirmed in 

their reality: as, on the other hand, it is difficult for the ப் 

cool-headed impostor long to personate an enthusiast, with- 

out in some degree believing what he is so eager to have be- 

lieved. It was a natural attribute of such a character as the 

supposed hermit, that he should credit the numerous super= 

stitions with which the minds of ordinary Highlanders are al- 

most always embued. A few of these are slightly alluded to 

in this stanza. The River Demon, or River-horse, for it is 

that form which he commonly assumes, is ‘the ‘Kelpy of the 

lowlands, an eyil and malicious spirit, delighting to forebode 

and to witness calamity. He frequents most Highland lakes 

and rivers ; and one of his most memorable exploits was per- 

formed upon the banks of Loch Vennachar, in the very district 

which forms the scene of our action: it consisted in the de- 

struction of a funeral procession, with all its ப. The 

« noontide hag,” called in Gaelic Glas-lich, a tall, emaciated, 

gigantic female figure, is supposed in particular to haunt the 

district of Knoidart. A goblin dressed in antique armour, and | 

having one hand covered with blood, called, from that circum- 

stance, Lham-dearg, or Red-hand, is a tenant of the forests of 

Glenmore and Rothemurcus. Other spirits of the desert, all 

frightful im shape, and malignant in disposition, are believed to 
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