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& THE LADY OF THE LAKE. CANTO I,

-~ ,
Not thus, in :néienf days of Caledon,
Was thy voice mute amid the festal crowd,
Wken lay of hopeless love, or glory won,
~ Aroused the fezirfuL\qriksubdned the p?oud.
At each acgordiug pause, ;vas heard aloud
Tbine ardent‘symphony sublime and high !
Fair ndamehs and crested chiefs attention bow’d ;
For still th= burtﬁen of thy min'sf\‘elsy
Was Fnighthood’s dauntless deed, and Beauty’s

matchless eye.

C

O wake once more! how rude soe’er the hand
That ‘_'entﬁres o’er thy magic maze to stray ;

O wake once more ! though scarce my skill command
Some feeble echoing of thine earlier lay :

Though harsh and faint, and soon to die away,
And all unworthy of thy nobier strain,

Yet if one heart throb higher at its sway,

The wizard note has not been touch’d in vain.

Then silent be no more! Enchantress, wake again!
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CANTO V. THE COMBAT. 285

Even the rough soldier’s heart was moved;
As if behind some bier beloved,

With trailing arms and dro?)ping head,
The Douglas up the hill he led,

And at the castle’s battled verge, i

o

With sighé, resigned his honoured charge.

The offended Monarch rode apart,

With bitter thought and swelling heart,
And would not now vouchsafe again
Through Stirling streets to lead his train.

¢ O Lennox, who would wish to rule,
'This changeling erowd, this common fool!
Hear’st thou,” he said, “ the loud acclaim,
With which they shout the Douglas name ?
With like acclaim, the vulgar throat
Strained for King James their morning note;
With like acclaim they hailed the day
When first T broke the. Douglas sway ;
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824 NOTES TO CANTO SECONB.

added other horrors to the tale. It is saia, that Sir Humphry
Cblquhoun, who was on horseback, escaped to the castle of
Benechra, or Banochar, and was next day dragged out and
murdered by the victorious Macgregors in cold blood. Bucha-
x;)a;l of Auchmar, however, speaks of his slaughter as a subse-
éuent event, and as perpetratéd by the Macfarlanes. = Again it
is reported, that the Macgregors murdered a number of youths,
whom report of the intended battle had brought to be specta-
tors, and whom the Colquhouns, anxious for their safety, had
shut up in a barn to be out of danger. One account of the
Macgregors denjes this circumstance entirely: another ascribes
it to the savage and blood-thirsty disposition of a siugle indi-
vidual, the bastard brother of the laird of Macgregor, who
amused himself with this second massacre of the innocents, in
express disobedience to the chief, by whom he was left their
guardian during the pursuit of the Cé]quhouns. It is added,
that Macgregor bitterly lamented this atrocious action, and pro-
. phesied the ruin which it must bring upon their anciént clan.
The following account of the conflict, which is indeed :h'awn
up by a friend of the clan Gregor, is altogether silent on the
murder of the youths. ¢ In the spring of the year 1602, there
happened great dissensions and troubles between the laird of
Luss, chief of the Colquhoims, and Alexander, laird of Mac-
gregor. The original of these quarrels proceeded from injuries
and provocations mutually given and received; not long before-
Macgregor, however, wanting to have then ended in friendly
conferences, marched at the head of two hundred of his_clan,
8
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NOTES TO CANTO THIRD. 837

depredators, receivers of stolen gbods, and plunderers, and that
without restitution, or mtentxon to restore, as is evinced by the
fact ; and do also openly admit them to the rites of ecclesias-
tical sepulture, without exacting security for restitution, al-
though they are prohibited from doing so by the sacred canons,
as well as by the institutes of the saints and fathers. All which
infers the heavy perils of their own souls, and is a pernicious
“example to the other believers in Christ, as well as no slight,
but an aggravated injury to the numbers despoiled and plun-
dered of their goods, gear, herds, and clgatt'els.” »

To this lively and picturesque description of the confessors
and churchmen of predatory tribes, there 1;1ay be added some
curions particulars respecting the priests attached to the seve-
ral sepfs of native Irish, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth.
These friars had indeed to plead, that the incursions, which
they not only pardoned, but even encouraged, were made upon
those hostile to them, as well in religion as from national anti-
pathy But by protestant writers they are uniformly alledged
to be the chiefi mstruments of Irish insurrection, the very well-
spring of all rebellion towards the English government.. Lith-

gow, the Scottish traveller, declares the Irish wood-kerne, or

>
* The Monition against the Robbers of Tynedale and Redes-
dale, with which I was favoured by my friend Mr Surtees, of
Mainsforth, may be found in the original Latin, in the Appendix
to the Introdugtion to the Border Minstrelsy, No. V1L, fourth
edition.
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/NOTES TO CANTO THIRD. . 345

likely that he must have become a fanatic or an impostor, or
that mixture of both which forms a more frequent character
than either of them, as existing separately. In truth, mad per-
sons are frequently more anxious to impress upon others a
faith in their visions, than they are themselves confirmed in
their reality: as, on the other hand, it is difficult for the mést
cool-headed impostor long to personate an enthusiast, with-
out in some degree believing what he is so eager to have be-
lieved. It was a natural attribute of such a character as the
supposed hermit, that he should credit the numerous super-
stitions with which the minds of ordipary Highlanders are al- ;
most always embued. A few of these are slightly alluded to
in this stanza. The River Dzmon, or River-horse, for it is
that f})rm which he commonly assumes, is the ‘Kelpy of the
lowlands,. an evil and malicious spirit, delighting to forebode
and to witness calamity. He frequents most Highland lakes
and rivers ; and one of his most memorable explbits was per-
formed upon the banks of Loch Vennachar, in the very district
ahich forms the scene of our action: it consisted in the de-
struction of a funergl procession, with all its attendants? The
« noontide hag,” called in Gaelic Glus-lich, a tall, emaciated,
gigantic female figure, is supposed in particular to haunt the
district of Knoidart. A goblin dressed in antique armour, and
having one hand covered with blood, called, from that gircum-
stance, Lham-dearg, or Red-hand, is a tenant of the forests of
Glenmore and Rothemurcus. Other spirits of the desert, all

frightful in shape, and malignant in disposition, are believed to
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48 NOTES TO CANTO SIXTH.

-

L]

relations or lovers of his mistress is uncertain, beset the dis-
guised monarch, as he returned from his rendezvous. Natu-
rally gallant, and an admirable master of' his weapon, the kips
took post on the high and narrow bndge over the Almond
viver, and defended himself bravely with his'sword. A pea-
sant, who was threshing in a peighbouring barn, came out upon
the nmse, and, whether moved by compassion or by natural gal-
lantry, took the weaker side, and laid a‘bout with his flail so
effectually, as to disperse the assailants, well threshed, even
according to the letter. He then conducted the king into his
barn, where his guest requested a bason and towel, to remove
the stains of the broil. This being procured with difficulty,
James employed himself in learning what was the summit of

his deliverer’s earthly wishes, and found that they were lzound-»

ed by the desire of possessing, in property, the farm of Brae-
head, upon which he laboured as a bondsman. The lands
chanced to belong to the crown ; and James directed him to
come to the palace of Holy-Rood, and enquire for the Guid=
man (i e. farmer) of Ballangiech, a name by which he was known

in his excueruns, and which answered to I Bondocani of Ha- .

Toun Alraschid. He presented himself accordmgly, and found,
with due astonishment, that he had saved his monarch’s life;
and that he was to be gratified with a crown-charter of the
lands qf Braehead, under the service of presenting an ewer,
bason, and towel, for the king to wash his hands, when he
shall happen to pass the Bridge of Cramond. This person was
ancestor of the Howisons of Braehead, in Mid<.othian, a re-
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