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§ HOMERs ODYSSEY. Bosk Vit
Propitious Pallas, to fecure her care,
- Around him fpread a veil of thicken’d air;

20
T

V. 20. Around him fpread a veil of t/}ic,("m’j air.] Tt
may be afled what occafion there is to make Ulyfles in-
vifible > Fuftathivs anfwers, not only to preferve hiny
from infults as be was a ftranger, but that he might
raife a greater furprize in Alcinous by his fudden ap-
pearance. But, adds he, the whole is -an allegory;
and Ulyfles wifely chafing the evening to enter Lm.ob:
firved, gave oceafion to the poet to bring in the god-
defs of wifdom to make him invifible.

Virgil has borrowed this paffage from Homer, and
Venus renders Zneas invifible in the fame manner as
Minerva Ulyfles.  Sealiger compares the two authors,
and prefers Virgil infinitely before Homer, in the fifth
beok of his Poetics,

.«Z‘V enus obfeuro gradientes usre [epfit, 5
t multo nebulse circum Dea fudit amidfu ;=
Carnerene quis ¢os, new quis contingere poffis

- Molirive moram, aut veniends pofcere caufus.

Sealiger fays the verfes are more fonorous than Ho-
mer’s, and that it s more neceffary to make ZEncas
invifible th=, .es, he being amongft a perfidious
sation. But was not the danger as great from the rude~
wefs of the Phaeacians, as from the perfidioufnefs of
the Carthaginians? Befides, Virgil does not mentiom
she perfidioufnefs of the Carthaginians; {o that it is the
reafon of Scaliger, not Virgil: and whether the verfes
be more fonorous, is fubmitted to the ear of the reader.
He is chiefly delighted with

Et multo nebulee cirenm Dea fudit amictu.

Qui folus verfus, fays he, deterreat Graecos ab ea fen=-
fentia, qua fuum contendunt praeferendum. He allows
Kegrguat 7-¢mieal, efc. 10 be a tolerable fmooth verfe,






8 HOMERs ODYSSEY. Book VII.
Thro’ many woes and wand’ring, lo! I come
To good Alcinous’ hofpitable dome.
Far from my native coaft, I rove alone,
A wretched ftranger, and of all unknown!
The goddefs anfwer’d.  Father, I obey, 35
And point the wand’ring traveller his way: 4
Well known to me the palace you enquire,
For falt befide it dwells my honourd fire,
But filent march, nor greet the common train
With queftion needlefs, or enquiry vain. ; 40
A race of rugged mariners are thefe ;
Unpolifh’d men, and boiftrous as their feas:
The native iflanders alone their care,
And hateful he that breathes a foreign air,
. Thefe did the ruler of the deep ordain 45
To build proud navies, and command the main;
On canvas wings to cut the wat’ry way;
No bird fo light, no thought fo fwift as they,
Thus having fpoke, th’ unknown celeftial leads :
The footfteps of the deity he treads, 50
And fecret moves along the crouded fpace,

Unfeen of all the rude Phaeacian race.
openly oppofe another deity, and therefore fhe acts thus
invifibly. : v

V. 47. On canvas wings to cut the wat’ry way.] This
circumitance is not inferted without a good effedt: it
could not but greatly encourage Ulylles to underftand
that he was arrived amongft a people that excelled in
navigation ; this gave him a profpect of being {peedily



Book VI HOMERS ODYSSEY 9
(So Pallas otder’d, Pallas to their eyes :
The mift objected, and condens’d the fldes.)

The chief with wonder {ees th’ extended flreets, 55
The {preading harbotirs, and the riding fleets; . '
He next their princes lofty domes admires,

In fep’rate iflands crown’d with sifing fpires;

conveyed to his own country, by the affiftance of a na-
tion fo expert in maritime affairs, Euftathius.

Vi §3. —_Pallas to their eyes the mifl condenfes.}
Scaliger in his Poetics calls this an impertinent repetiti-
on, and commends Virgil for not imitating it, for Ho-
mer dwells upon it no lefs than three times; and indeed
one would almoft imagine that Virgil was of the fame
opinion, for be has followed the tarn of this whole paf-
fage, and omitted this reperition : yet he treads almoft
ftep by ftep in the path of Homer, and Zneas and Ulyf-
fes are drawn in the {ame colours ;

- Miratur molem Eneas, magalia quondam :
Miratur portas, flrepitumque et flrata viaram,
Ozdparley 4’ Ovoeds Alcrag i viias oas,
AcTén S ‘Hpdar dyopels, % Teiyza paarpd,
Tlind, oroabreaaw dgypiret.
Homer poetically inferts the topography of this -city of
the Phaeacians : though they were an unwarlike nation,
yet they underftand the art of fortification ; thair city
is furrounded with a ftrong wall, and that wall guarded
with palifades. But whence this ceution, fince Homer
tells us in the preceding book, that they “were in no
danger of ‘an enemy ? It might arife from their very
fears, which naturally fuggeft to cowards, that they
cannot be too fafe ; this would make them pradiife the
art of fortification ‘more affiduoufly than-a more brave
people, who ufially put more confidence in valour than
in walls, as was the pradtice of the Spartans.






 BeckVIL HOMERSs ODYSSEY.

(Eurymedon’s laft hope, who rul'd of old

The race of giants, impious, proud and bold; 7%
Perifh’d the nation in unrighteous war, :
Perifh’d the prince, and left this only heir.)

Who now, by Neptune’s am’rous pow’r compre(t,
Produc’d @ monarch that his people bleft,

Father and prince of the Phaeacian name; . 8o
From him Rhexenor and Alcinous came.

The firlt by Phoebus’ burning arrows fired,

New from his nuptials, haplefs youth ! expird.

No fon furviv’d: Arete heir'd his ftate,

And her, Alcinous chofe his royal mate. 85

V. 74. Eurymedon, etc.] This paflage is worthy ob-
fervation, as it difcovers to us the time when the race
of the antient giants perifhed; this Eurymedon was
grandfather to Naufithous, the father of Alcinouns; fo
that the oiants were extirpated forty or fifty years be-
fore the '&;ar of Troy. This exa@ly agrees with anci-
ent fory, which informs us, that Hercules and Thefe-
us purged the earth from thofe monfters. Plutarch in
his life of Thefeus tells us, that they were men of great
frength, and public robbers, one of whom was called -
the Bender of Pines. Now Thefeus ftole away Helen
in her infancy, and confequently thefe giants were de-
ftroyed fome years before the Trojan expedition. Da-
cier, Plutarch.

Y. 84, etc. Arete.] Tt is obfervable that this Arete
was both wife and niece to Alcinous, au inftance that
the Grecians married with fuch near relations : the fame
appears from Demofthenes and other Greek orators,
But what then is the notion of inceft amongft the anci-
ents? The collateral branch was not thought incefhi-
ous, for Juno was the wifeand fifter of Jupiter. Brothers
likewife married their brother’s wives, as Deiphobus He-












Book VIl HOMERs ODYSSEY., 15
silver the lintals deep-projeting o’er,
Ang gold, the ringlets that command the door.
Two rows of ftately dogs, on either hand,
In feulptur’d gold and labour'd filver ftand. ‘
Thefe Vulcan form’d with art di&, to wait 120
Immorfl guardians at Alcinous gate;;
Alive each animated frame appears,
And ftill to live, beyond the pow'r of years.

of the buildings. The whole defcription, continues he,
fuits the character of the Phaeacians, a proud, luxurious
people, delighted with fhew and oftentation. o

v 118, Two rows of flately dogs, ete.] We have al-
ready feen that dogs were kept as a piece of flate, from
the inftance of thofe that attended Telemachus : here
Alcinous has images of dogs in gold, for the ornament
of ‘his palace; Homer animates them in his poetry;
but to foften the defcription, he introduces Vulcan, and
afcribez;the wonder to the power of a god. If we take
the poctical drefs away, the truth is, that thefe dogs-
were formed with fuch excellent art, that they feemed
to be alive, and Homer by a liberty allowable to poetry
defcribes them as really having that life, which they
only have in appearance, 1In the lliad he {peaks of liv-
ing tripods with greater boldnefs. Euftathius recites
another opinion of fome of the ancients, who thought
thefe Kdyes not to be animals, but a kind of large nails
(%) or pins, made ufe of in buildings, and to this
day the name is retained by builders, as dogs of iron,
efc. It is certain the words will bear this interpretatis
on, but the former is more after the fpirit of Homer,
and more noble in poetry. Befides, if the latter were
intended, it would be abfurd to afcribe a work of fo lit-
tle importance to 2 deity,

{ B 3





































































38 HOMERSs ODYSSEY. BookVIL

FarJfrom‘my foul (he éx;y‘d) the gods efface 395
All wrath ill' grounded, and fufpicion bafe! :
‘Whate’er is honeft, ftranger, I approve,

" And would to Phoebus, Pallas, and to Jove,

Such as thou art, thy thought and mine were one,
o

¢

(o

Nor thou unwilling to be call'd my fon. -~ " . 400 :

of the bifhop’s would not pafs for good cafuiftry in thefe
ages. Spondanus is of the fame opinion as Euftathius;
Vir prudens certo loco et tempore mendaciis officiofi fimis uti
movit. Dacier confefles that he fomewhat difguifes the
truth. 1t will be difficult to vindicate Ulyfles from the
imputation, if the notions of truth and falfhood were

as (tri&t in former, as in thefe ages; but we muft not :

meafure by this ftandard: it is certain that anciently
lying was reckoned no crime by a whole nation ; and it
{till bears a difpute, an omne falfi-loguium [it mendacium?
Some cafuifts allow of the officiofim mendacium, and fuch
is this of Ulyfles, intirely complemental and officious.
"y, 400. Nor thow unwilling to ke call’d my fon ]
The ancients obferve, that Alcinous very arttally in-
ferts this propofition to Ulyfles, to prove his veracity.
If he had imbraced it withour hefitation, he would have
concluded him an impoftor: for it is not conceivable
* that he fhould reject all the temptation to marriage made
him by Calypfo a goddefs, and yet immediately imbrace
this offer of Alcinous to marry his daughter. But if we
take the paflage in another fenfe, and believe that Alci-
nous fpoke fincerely without any fecret fufpicions, yet
his conduét is jullifiable. It has T confefs appeared
fhocking, that Alcinous, a King, fhould at the very
firlt interview offer his daughter to a firanger, who
might be a vagrant and impoftor: but examples are
frequent in_antiquity of martiages thus concluded be-
tween {trangers, and with as little hefitation: thus Bel-
ferophon, Tydeus, and Polingces were married, Greas

e




BookVILw. HOMERS' ODYSSEY. 39
In fuch alliance could’ft thou with to join, ‘ :
A palace {tor’d with treafures fhow’d be thine,

But if rélu@ant, who fhall force thy ftay? I
Jove bids to fet the {tranger on his way, >
And fhips fhall wait thee with the' morning ray. 405 J
>Till th¥n let lumber clofe thy careful eyes; ]
The wakeful mariners fhall watch the fkies, j
And feize the moment when the breezes rife:

Then gently waft thee to the pleafing fhore,

‘Where thy foul refts, and labour is no niore. 410
Far as Eubaea tho’ thy country lay,

Our fhips with eafe tranfport thee in a day.

"Thither of old, earth’s * giant-fon to view,

On wings of winds with Rhadamanth they flew:

* Tityus,

perfonages regarded not riches, but were only fohcxrous
to proéire worthy hufbands for their daughters, and
birth and virtue were the beft recommendations.

It is obfervable that in the original there is a chafi,
an infinitive mood without any thing to govern it; we
muft therefore fupply the word ¢lenors to make it
right conftru@ion. ° Euftathius.

Y. 411. Far as Eubaca tho' thy country lay.] Eubaea,
as Fuftathius obferves, is really far diftant from Corcy-
ra, the country of the Phaeacians: but Alcinous fill
makes it more diftant, by placing it in another part of
the world, and defcribing it as one of the fortunate i-
flands: for in the fourth book Radamanthus is faid to
inhabit the Elyfian fields. Alcinous therefore endea-
vours to have it believed that his ifle is near thofe fields,

by afferting that Radamanthus made ufe of Phaeacian =

veflels in his voyage to Tityus. Euftathius further adds,
0 D2

/







BookVI. HOMERS'ODYSSEY. 4

" When juftly tim’d with equal fweep they row,

And pcean whitens in long tra@s below. . 420 .
Thus Be.  No word: th’ experienc’d man replies,
But thus to heav’n (and heav’nward lifts bis eyes)

O Jove! oh father! what the king accords
" Do thou’make perfeét! facred be his words !

Wide o’er the world Alcinous’ glory fhine! 425
Let fame be his, and ah ! my country mine!
Mean time Arete, for the hour of reft
Ordains the fleecy couch, and cov’ring veft:
Bids her fair train the purp]g quilts prepare,
And the thick carpets fpread with bufy care. . 430
With torches blazing in their hands they paft,
And finif’d all their queen’s command with hafte :

grees too well with human nature; the more happy men
are, the more high and extravagantly they talk, and are
too apt go entertain themfelves with wild chimaera’s
which have no exiftence but in the imagination. =

The moral then to thefe fables of Alcinous is, that a
conftant feries of happinefs intoxicates the mind, and
that moderation is often learned in the fchool of ad-
verfity.

V. 423. The prayer of Ulyffes.] 1t is obfervable, that
Ulyffes makes no reply directly to the obliging propofi-
tion which the king made concerning his daughter. A
refufal might have been difadvantageous to his prefent
circumflances, yet an anfier is implyed in this prayer,
which fhews the impatience he has to return to his
country, and the gratitude he feels for his promifes to
effettit: and confequently it difcovers that he has no
intentions of fettling with his daughter amongft the
Phacacians.  Dacier.

D3
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44 HOMERs ODYSSEY. BookVI
Alcinous, and the chief, with dawning light, 2
Rofe inflant from the flumbers of the night; i

ther a thing be well or ill fpoken, we muft not onlyex-
amine the thing whether it be good or ill, but we muft
alfo have regard to him that fpeaks or adts, and to the
perfon to whom the poet addreffes; for the charadter
of the perfon who {peaks, and of him to whom he |
fpeaks, makes that to be good, which would not come
well from the mouth of any other perfon. It ison
this account we vindicate Homer with refpect to the im- |
morality that is found in the fable of the adultery of -
Mars and Venuns: we muft confider that it is neither the
poet, nor his hero, that recites that ftory: but a Phae-
acian fings it to Phaeacians, a foft effeminate people, at
a feftival. Befides, it is allowable even in grave and
moral writings to introduce vicious perfons, who de-,
fpife the gods; and is not the poet obliged to adapt his
poetry to the characters of fuch perfons? And had it not
been an abfurdity in him to have givenusa philofophi-
cal or moral fong before a people who would be pleafed
with nothing but gaiety and effeminacy? Th- moral
that we are to draw from this ftory is, that an idle and
{oft courfe of life is the fource of all criminal pleafures;
and that thofe perfons who lead fuch lives, are generally
pleafed to hear fuch flories, as make their betters par-
takers in the fame vices. This relation of Homer is a
ufeful leflon to them who defire to live virtuoufly ; and
it teaches, that if we would not be: guilty of fuch vices,
we muft avoid fuch a method of life as inevitably leads
to the pradtice of them. :

] Rapin attacks this book on another fide, and blames
it not for its 'imm‘?rality, but lownefs. Homer, fays
he, puts off-that air of grandeur and majefty which fo
properly belongs to his chara&er, he debafes him/(elf in-
to a droll, and finks into a familiar way of talking : he
turns things into ridicule, by endeavouring to Tt

i ¢ with fomething pleaf Haleee -

his reader with g pleafant and diverting: for




[ Book.VIII. HOMERSJODYSSEY. 45

"Then to the council feat they bend their way, 5
And fill the fhining thrones along the bay.

" Mean-while Minerva in her guardian care

Shoots from the farry vault thro fields of air 3

In form a herald of the king fhe flies

From peer-to peer, and thus inceffant cries. 10

inftance, in the eighth book of the Odyfley, he enter-
tains the gods with a comedy, fome of whom he makes
buffoons ; Mars and Venus are introduced vpon the
ftage, taken in a net laid by Vulcan, contrary to the .
gravity which is effential to epic poetry.
It muft be granted, that the gods are here painted in’
- colours unworthy of deities, yet ftill with propriety, if
we refpect the {pectators, who are ignorant, debauched
Phaeacians.  Homer was obliged to draw them not ac-
cording to his own idea of the gods, but according to
" the wild fancies of the Phacacians. = The poet is not
at liberty to afcribe the wifdom of a Socrates to Alci-
nous : he muft follow nature, and like a painter he may
draw deit’2s or monfters, and introduce as he pleafes
either vicious or virtuous characters, provided he always
_ makes them of a piece, confiftent with their firlt repre-
fentation.

This rule of Arlﬂotle in genera] vindicates Homer,
and it is neceffary to carry it in our minds, becaufe it
ought to be applied to all incidents that relate to the
Phaeacians, 'in the fequel of the Odyfley.

V. 6. And fill the fhining thrones along. the bay.] This
place of council was between the two ports, where the
temple of Neptune ffood; prabably, like that in the fe-
cond book, open to the air.

¥ 0 [n Jform @ berald. ] It may be afked what
occafion there is to introduce a goddefs, to perform an a-
&ion that might have been as well executed by a real
herald ? Eaftathius obferves, that this Minerva is either-

. Fame, which informs the Phaeacians that a {tranger of




46 HOMER's § DYSSEY. Book VIIL
Nobles and chiefs who rule Phaeacia’s ftates, '

The king in council your attendance waits :

A prince of grace divine your aid implores, «

O’er unknown feas arriv’d from unknown fhores.
She fpoke, and fudden with tumultuous founds  r¢ .

Of thronging multitudes the fhore rebounds ¢

At once the feats they fill: and every eye-

Gaz'd, as before fome brother of the fky.

Pallas with grace divine his form improves,

_More high he treads, and more inlarg’d he moves: 23

uncommon figure is arrived, and upon this report they
aflfemble ; or it implies, that this affembly was made by |
the wifdom of the peers, and confequently a poet may
afcribe it to the goddefs of wifdom, it being the effe@

* of her infpiration. y

The poet by the introduétion of a deity warns us,
that fomething of importance is to fucceed ; this is to
be ufhered'in with folemnity, and confequently the ap-
pearance of Minerva in this place is not unnecé.Jary: the
action of importance to be defcribed is no lefs than the
change of the fortunes of Ulyfles ; it is from this affem-
bly that his affairs take a new turn, and haften to a hap-
py re-cftablifhment. ' :

V. 13. A prince of form divine -7 Minerva
fpeaks thus in favour of Ulyfles, to excite the curiofity
of the Phaeacians: ‘and indeed the fhort fpecch is excel-
lently adapted to this purpofe. They were fond of
ftrangers :  the goddefs therefore tells them, that a
ftranger is arrived of a god-like appearance. ~ They ad-
mired outward fhow, he is therefore defcribed as a man
of extraordinary beauty, and Minerva for this reafon
immediately improves it.  Euftathius. §

Y. 19. Pallas with grace divine his form iz)zprove:.]
This circumftance has been repeated feveral times almoft.

\ « 8




Book VI. HOMERs ODYSSEY. 4
“She fheds celeftial bloom, regafa to draw,
And gjves a dignity of mien, to awe,
~ With ftrenth the future prize of fame to play,
And gather all the honours of the day.
Then from his glitt’ring throne Alcinous rofe: 25
Attend, he cry'd, while we our will difclofe,

in the fame words, fince' the beginning of the Odyfley,
I cannot be of opinion that fuch repetitions are beauties,
In any other poet, they might have been thought to pro-

ceed from a poverty of invention, though certainly not

in Homer, in whom there is rather a fuperfluity than
barrennefs. ~ Perhaps having once faid a thing well, he
. defpaired of improving it, and fo repeated it; or per-
haps he intended to inculcate this truth, that all our
accomplithments, as beauty, {trength, efc. are the gifts
of the gods; and being willing to fix it upon the mind,
he dwells upon it, and inferts it in many places. Here
indeed it has a particular propriety, as it is a circum=
ftance that firft ingages the Phaeacians in the favour of
Ulyffes : @is beauty was his firft recommendation, and
confequently the poet with great judgment fets his hero
off 1o the beft advantage, it being an incident from
“which he dates all his future happinefs; and therefore
1o be infifted upon with a particular folemnity. Plato
in his Theaetetus applies the latter part of this defcription
to Parmenides. ‘Asdoios 7¢ pot paivelar eivad
é\‘u.d. J\Slvé; Te. ;

V. 25. From his glit?ring throne Alcinousvofe.] Tt
might be expected that Ulyfles, upon whofe account a-
lone Alcinous calls this affembly,- fhould have made his
condition known, and fpoken himfelf to the Phaeaci-
ans; whereas he appears upon the ftage as a mute per-
fon, and the multitude departs intirely ignorant of his
name and fortunes. It may be anfwered, that this was
| ROt a proper time for 2 fuller difcovery, the poet defers

/
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a For on the rocks:it bore where Scylla raves,
" And dire Chasybdis rolls her thund’ring waves.
All night 1 drove ; and at the dawn of day
Faft by the rocks beheld the defp’rate way :
 Jhft when the fea. within her gulphs fubfides,

,‘ And in the roring whirlpools rufh the tides,
Swift from the float I vaulted with a bound,
The lofty fig-tree feiz’d, and clung arouad.

So to the beam the bat:tenacions clings,

And pendant: round it clafps his leathern wings.

High in-the air the treé its bonghs difplay’d,
< And o’er the dungeon caft the dreadful thade,
All unfuftain’d between the wave and fky,
Beneath my feet the whirling billows fly.
‘What:time:the-judge forfakes the moify bar
To take répaft, and fills the wordy war ;

BookXil. HOMER’s Oxﬁ%&&ﬁ»?.' i

33t
505

s1Q

515

520

é’ ¥. 519 What time the judge for ukes the noify bar

To take repaft ]

"This paﬂ'age has been egreglouﬂy mifunderftood by
monf. Perrault. Ulyfles being carried, fays’ that

author, ‘on his malt towards Charybdis, leaps from it,

. and clings like a'bat round a fig-tree, waiting till the

* return of the malt from the gulphs of it ; and adds,
that when he faw it, he was as glad as a judge when
he rifes from his feat to go to dinner, after having try-
ed feveral caufes, But Boileau fully vindicates Homer
in his reflections on Longinus: before the ufe of dials
or clocks, the antients diftinguifhed the day by fome re-
markable offices or ftated em'uloymems: asg from the

dining of the labourer ;

What time in fome fequefler’d vale
* The weary woodmen [preads his [paring meal.

Yiiad X1, ver. 119. Sce the annotation; fo here, from















