




















































































































































































































































































































































































































SIR SYDNEY SMITH! 15

mntly storined, and carried by a party of seamen and®
nfarines. The vessels were all ‘buruerl except an armed
Iugger. In thisdaring attdd\ two seamen were killed,
and five'wounded.
Hs career of glory’was now destined to experiente

aitemporary interruption. Being stationed off Havre
de Grace, he weat with the boats of his squadron on
2+ reconnditring expedition, and on‘the 18th of April
captured-a French lugger privateer, ‘which, by the
strong setting of the tide into the harbour, was driven
above'the forts. In this situation’ e remained the
whole night, and‘at the dawn of day the French dis-
covering the I'rench Tugger in tow of the English boats;
an alarm was instantly given, and another lugger of
superior foree was warped out against-the prize. This
vessel he engaged for a considerable timéy ‘but her me-
tal was somuch heavier as to-renderall resistance un-
availing, and he had the mortification to be vbliged to
surrender with nineteen of his ¢ ions. The Dig-
mond was meanwhile prevented from aﬁording any as-
sistance to her brave coinmander by the dead calm
which prevailed during the whale of the unfortunate
transaction. 'The officers immediately sent a flag of
truce to enquire whether Sir Sydney was wounded,
and 1o request that he might be treated with kind-
ness. 'The governor replied that-Sir Sydney was well,
and that he should experience the utmost bumanity
and ‘attention. : g

This promise, however, the F‘rench government was:
very far from ratifying, The mischief to their marine,
of which he had been the ibstrament at ‘Toulon, and
his subsequent activity in annoying their coast, had ® °
rendered Sir Sydney particularly obroxious to the:

¢ N 2 rulers
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