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THE PROGRESS OF ERROR. 43 

Or whether clearer skies and softer air, 

‘That make Italian flow’rs so sweet and fair, 

Fresh’ning his lazy spirits as he ran, 

Unfolded genially and spread the man, 

Returning he proclaims by many a grace, 

By shrugs and strange contortions of his face, 

How much a dunce, that has been sent to roam, 

Excels a dunce, that has been kept at home. 
Accomplishments have taken virtue’s place, 

And wisdom falls before exterior grace ; 

We slight the precious kernel of the stone, 

And toil to polish its rough coat alone. 

A just deportment, manners grac’d with ease, 

Elegant phrase, arid figure form’d to please, 

Are qualities that seem to comprehend 

Whatever parents, guardians, schools intend: 

Hence an unfurnish’d and a listless mind, 

‘Though busy, trifling ; empty, though refin’d; 
Hence all that interferes, and dares to clash 

With indolence and Juxury, is trash : 

While learning, once the man’s exclusive pride, 

Seems verging fast towards the female side. 

Learning itself, receiv’d into a mind 

__ By nature weak, or viciously inclin’d, 

Serves but to lead philosophers astray, 
Where children would with ease discern the way. 

And of all arts sagacious dupes invent, 
‘To cheat themselves and gain the World’s aon 

The worst is—Scripture warp’d from its imtent.
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106 ட் HOPE. 

And truth, propos’d to reas’ners wise as they, 
நீத a pearl cast—completely cast away. 

They die.—Death lends them, pleas’d and as in 
All the grim honours of his ghastly court. [sport, 
Far other paintings grace the chamber now, 

Where late we saw the mimic landscape glow: 
The busy heralds hang the sable scene 
With mournful scutcheons, and dim lamps between; 

Proclaim their titles to the crowd around, 
But they that wore them moye not at the sound; 
The coronet, plac’d idly at their head, 

Adds nothing now to the degraded dead, 
And ev’n the star, that glitters on the bier, 
Can only say—Nobility lies here. 
Peace to all such—’twere pity to offend 

By useless censure, whom we cannot mend; 

Life without hope can close but in despair, 
’T was there we found them, and must leaye them there. 

As, when two pilgrims in a forest stray, 
Both may be lost, yet each in his own-way ; 

So fares it with the multitudes beguil'd 
In vain Opinion’s waste and dang’rous wild; 
Ten thousand rove the brakes and thorns among, 

Some eastward, and some westward, and all wrong. 

But here, alas! the fatal diff’rence lies, 

Each man’s belief is right in his own eyes; 
And he that blames, what they have blindly chose, 

Incurs resentment for the love he shows. 

Say, botanist, within whose province fall 

The cedar and the hyssop on the wall,
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HOPE. 111 

The soldier thus endow’d, who never shrinks, 

Nor closets up his thoughts, whate'er he thinks, 

Who scorns to do an injury by stealth, 

Must go to Heav’n—and I must drink his health. 

Sir Smug, he cries (for lowest at the board, 

Just made fifth chaplain of his patron lord, 

His shoulders witnessing by many a shrug 

How much his feelings suffer'd, sat Sir Smug) 

Your office is to winnow false from true ; Sees 

Come, prophet, drink, and tell us, What think you? 

Sighing and smiling as he takes his glass, 

Which they that woo preferment rarely pass, 

Fallible man, the church-bred youth replies, 

Is still found fallible, however wise; 

And diff'ring judgments serve but to declare 

hat truth lies somewhere, if we knew but where. 

Of all it ever was my lot to read, 

Of critics now alive, or long since dead, 

The book of all the world that charm’d me most 

Was, well-a-day, the title-page was lost ; 

The writer well remarks, a heart that knows 

To take with gratitude what Heavn bestows, 

With prudence always ready at our eall, 

To guide our use of it, is all in all. 

Doubtless it is —To which, of my own store, 

I superadd a few essentials more 5 

But these, excuse the liberty I take, 

I wave just now, for conyersation’s sake. 

Spoke like an oracle, they all exclaim, 

And add Right Rev’rend to Smug’s honour'd name.
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CONVERSATION 

  

f twirl my. thurabs, fall back into my chair, 
Fix on the wainscot. a distrefsfal stare, 

And When I hope his blunders ave all out. 

Reply discreetly to be sure—noe doubt: 
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