

















PREFACE.

Tae idea of the following Work was sug-
gested by a book published in" London in the
year 1810, entitled * Pruras Loxpinensys,” by
A. HicaMoORE, Esquire. It presents an honor-
able record of British humanity and munifi-
cence, so manifest in the numerous beneyo-
lent Institutions, which grace our native land,
and exalt our national character in the estima-
tion of .the civilized world, In contemplating the
noble Charities described in that volume, it was
natural to advert to the efforts of our cou"nfry-
men in this quarter of the Globe, to benefit thejr
fellow creatures, more especially the Natives of
these regions, by the creation of -Charitable In-
stitutions, by the establishment of Hospitals, the
formation of benevotent Societies, the encou-
ragement of moral and literary Instruction, and
by the circulation of the Holy Scriptures. That
these endeavours have not been inactive nor un-
successful, it is the purpose of the following
T'reatise to prove, -by an enumeration and de-
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and impartial, without compromising my own opi-
nions, and that it has cost me.much labor. My
time, moreover, was very little at my own dis-
posal, and this work has, for several months past,
fully ‘occupied every hour which I'could spare
from an Office of considerable detail, and of
much personal communication. It was impor-
tant, also, to complete the work before the time
when the Annual Periodical Reports of the dit-
ferent Associations should appear, which would
furnish new matter not to have been dispensed
with, and might have protracted the publication
of the work for another year, if not, put a stop
to it altogether. As it is, [ have been occasion-
ally anticipated by the appearance of detached
accounts of some of the subjects which the work
comprehends. These considerations will per-
haps be allowed to plead* with the candid reader
for any marks of haste or other faults; either of
arrangement or composition which, may be dis-
cernable in these pages.:

As it is possible that the distinction of Bene-
volent from Charitable Institutions, may at first
sight appear fanciful, I would remark, that un-
der the head of < Benevolent” are classed the
various Associations for Education, and those
Societies, the Members of which, contribute ei-
ther foy the benefit of their families, or of Sub-
seribers requiring assistance beyond the means
afforded by their own resources, such as the Up-
per Orphan School, the General Widow’s Fund,
and the Civil Fund. These latter Societies of
which the Members derive advantage, either in
the persons of their families, or their own, can-
not be designated as charitable in the common
sense of the word, though they have a benevo-
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lent origin and purpose, nor do Institutions for
the promotion of education, partake sufficiently
of an eleemosynary character, to come strictly
under the above head. In short, what is bene-.
volent is not always charitable, though what is
charitable, is, on the face of it, always benevo-
lent.

I fear that many defects will be found in the
arrangement of the work. Some of them are to
be ascribed to the inherent difficulty of classi-
fying subjects, not always easily distinguishable in
their character. For the rest, I must entreatthe
indulgénce of the reader, both for the reasons
already offered, and on account of the impractica-
bility of obtaining in this country, the assistance

of experience in adapting any literary attempt
for publication.

In whatever quarter I have applied for infor-
mation or assistance, I' gratefully acknowledge
that I have found an uniform readiness to
oblige me. It is incumbent on me, however,
specifically to avow my obligation to the
scientific friend, who not only furnished me
with three of the Drawings which embellish this
volume, but kindly undertook to superintend the
multiplication of the requisite number of Copies
of all the Designs, by means of Lithography. -
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CALCUTTA
AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY.

Either Testament
The old and new, is your’s: and for your guide,

The shepherd of the church, Let (his suffice
To save you.*

Tae Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society owes ~
it’s origin, in a primary degree, to the exertions
of the Reverend Mr. Brown, Mr: Martyn, and
Mg. Traomason. 1t was they who first called up-
on the community to aid the Parent Institution
by their co-operation, who associated the pious,
persuaded the doubtful, animated the lukewarm,
and finally brought the wishes and efforts of the
zealous to a happy consummation. The two
former Gentlemen had scarcely seen the first
prosperity and promise of their work, when they
were called away to that place where alone it can
be justly appretiated. Mgr. TromAsON, however,
has been permitted to behold it’s more matured

® (Carey’s Dante,
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NATIVE SCHOOL.
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