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a HISTORY OF GREECE. 

ments. Man seems scarcely to have any share 
in the picture, and while the reader wanders 
through the most delightful scenes the jmagi- 
nation can offer, he is scarce once presented 
with the actions of such a being as himself. 

It would be vain, therefore, and beside the 

present purpose, to give an historical air to ac- 

counts which were never meant to be trans- 
mitted as true. Some writers indeed have la- 
boriously undertaken to separate the truth from 
the fable, and to give us an unbroken narrative 
from the first dawning of tradition to the dis- 
play of undoubted history; they have levelled 
down all mythology to their own apprehensions; 
every fable is made to look with an air of pro- 
bability; instead of a golden fleece, Jason goes 
in pursuit of a great treasure; instead of de-. 
stroying a chimera, Bellerophon reclaims a 
mountain; instead of an hydra, Hercules oyer= 
comes a robber, வலய 

Thus the fanciful pictures of a strong imagi- 
nation are taught to assume a serious severity, 
and tend to deceive the reader still more, by 
offering in the garb of truth what had been only 
meant to delight and allure him. 

The fabulousage, therefore, of Greece, must 
have no place in history; it is now too late to 
separate those parts which may have a real 
foundation in nature, from those which owe 
their existence wholly to the imagination. There 
are no traces left to guide us in that intricate
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purstit; the dews of the morning are past, 
and it is vain to attempt continuing the chase 
in meridian splendor. It will be sufficient, 
therefore, for us to observe, that Greece, like 

most other countries of whose origin we have 

any notice, was at first divided into a number 

of petty states, each commanded by its own so- 

vereign, Ancient Greece, which is now the 

south part of Turkey in Europe, was bounded, 

en the east by the Aigean sea, now called the 

Archipelago; on the south by the Cretan or 

Candian sea; on the west by the Ionian sea; 

andcon the north by Illyria and Thrace. Of 

such yery narrow extent, and so very contempti- 

ble, with regard to territory, ‘was that countrys 

which gave birth to all the arts of war and peace; 

which produced the greatest generals, philoso- . 

phers, poets, painters, architects, and'statuaries, 

that ever the world boasted; which overcame 

the most powerful monarchs, and dispersed the 

most numerous armies that ever were brought 

into the field, and at last became the instructor 

of all mankind. 
It is said in Scripture that Javan, theson of 

Japheth, was the father of all those nations that 

went under the general denomination of Greeks. 

OF his four sons, Elisha, or Ellas, is said to 

have given name fo the Baayyec, a generalname 

by which the Greeks were known: Tharsis,‘the 

second son, is thought to have settled in Achaia; 

Chittim settled in Macedonia; and Dodanim, 
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Mycene after Perseus, were Electryon, Sthe- 
nelus, and Eurystheus; the latter of whom was 

-driven out by the Heraclidze, orthe descendants 

of Hercules, who made themselves masters of 

Peloponnesus. 
The kingdom of Athenswas first 

formed into a regular government தமக 
ம. 

by Cecrops, an Egyptian. This prince, having 

_ departed from Egypt, and travelled several years 

in otherplaces,came from Phoeniciainto Greece, 

and lived in Attica,where he was kindly received 

by Actzus, the king of that country ; married 

his daughter; and, on his death, suececded to 

his throne. He taught the people, who were 

savages, the use of fixed habitations, restrained 

all licentious lust, obliged each man to marry 

~ one wife, and laid down rules for the conduct 

of life, and the exercise of all religious and 

civil offices, He divided the whole country into 

twelve districts, and also established a court for 

judging causes, entitled the Areopagus. Am- 

phictyon, the third king of Athens, procured a 

confederacy among the twelye states of Greece, 

which assembled twice a year at Thermopyle, 

there to offer up common sacrifices, and to con- 

sult for the common interest of the association. 

Theseus, one of the succeeding kings of this 

state, united the twelve boroughs of Cecrops 

into one city: Codrus was the last of this line, 

who devoted himself to death for his people, 

The Heraclidz haying made an irruption as far
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it Thebes, from the city of that name in Egypt, 
and the citadel from his own name, Cadmea. 
Here he fixed the seat of his power and domi- 
nion. To this prince are ascribed sixteen let- 
ters of the Greek alphabet. But, as the order, 

names, and characters of these letters bear a 

near resemblance to thé old Pheenician, or He- 

brew letters, we are not to suppose that he in- 

vented, but only that he formed them from his 

own language, as it is probable the Pheenicians 
had before formed theirs from the Egyptian. 
The adventuresof his unhappy posterity, Laius, 
Jocasta, CEdipus, Eteocles, and Polynices, make 

a shining figure among the poetical fictions of 
that period. 

The kingdom of Sparta or Secuslcanihy is 
‘- supposed to have been first instituted by Le- 

lexa. Helena, the tenth in succession from 

this monarch, is equally famous for her beauty 
and infidelity. She had not lived above three 

years with her husband, Menelaus, before she 

was carried off by Paris, the son of Priam, king 
of Troy. This seems to be the first occasion in 
which the Greeks united in one common cause. 
The Greeks took Troy, after a ten years’ siege, 
much about the time that Jephthahy was the 
Judge in Israel. 

_ Corinth began laterthan the other ; 
cities above-mentioned to be form- “: ™: es 
ed into a state, or to be governed by its kings. 
Tt was at first subject to Argos and Mycene,
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Minerva, they took an oath, implying, that 
they would never subvert any city of the Am- 
phictyons, neyer stop the course of waters, 
either in war or peace, and that they would op- 

pose any attempts to lessen the reyerence and 

authority of the gods, to whom they had paid 

their adoration. ‘Thus all offences against reli- 

gion, all instances of impiety and profanation, all 

contests between the Grecian states and cities 

came under the particularcognizance ofthe Am- 

phictyons, who had a right to determine, toim- 

pose fines, and even to levy forces, and to make 

waragainst those who offered to rebel against 

their sovereign authority, 

These different motives to confederacy united - 

the Greeks for a time into a body of great 

power, and greater emulation. By this associ- 

ation, a country not half so large as England, 

was able to dispute the empire of the earth 

with the most powerful monarchs of the world. 

By this association, they not only made head 

against the numerous armies of Persia, but dis--~ 

persed, routed, and destroyed them, reducing 

their pride so low, as to make them submit to 

conditions of peace as shameful to the con- 

quered as glorious to the conquerors. Butamong 

all the cities of Greece, there were two, that by 

their merit, theirvalour, and their wisdom, par- 

ticularly distinguished themselves from the rest: 

these were Athens and Lacedeemon. As these 

cities served as an example of bravery or Jearn=



 



 



 



SPARTA, AND LAWS OF LYCURGUS. 15 

attested, as what relates to the laws and govern- 

ment of Lycurgus. What, indeed, can be more 

amazing, than to behold a mutinons and savage 

race of mankind yielding submission to laws 

that controuled every sensual pleasure and 

every private affection; to behold them give 

up, for the good of the state, all the comforts 

and conveniences of private life, and making 

a state of domestic privacy more severe and 

terrible than the most painful campaigns, and 

the most warlike duties. “Yet all this was ef- 

fected by the perseverance and authority of a 

single legislator, who gave the first lessons of 

hard resignation in his own generous example. 

Lycurgus was the son of Eunomms, one of the 

two kings who reigned together in Sparta. His 

elder brother Polydectes dying without issue, 

the right of succession rested in Lycurgus, who 

accordingly took the administration upon him. 

But an unexpected event came to interrupt his 

promotion : forthequeen his sister-in-law, prov~ 

ing with child, his right became doubtful. A 

man of less probity would have used every pre- 

caution to secure himself upon the throne, and 

a’ proposal which was made by the queen 

seemed to secure his pretensions. She offered to 

destroy the birth, upon condition that he would 

marry her, and take her into a share of power. 

Lycurgus wisely smothered his resentment at 

so unnatural a proposal, and, fearful that she 

might use means to put her project in execu-
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where he still found new information, and is 

said to have first made the discovery of the 

works of Homer. From thence he went into 
Egypt, and is said by some to have had con- 

ferences with the gymnosophists of India. But 

whilst thus employed abroad, his presence 
began to be greatly wanted at home. All parties 
conspired to wish his coming, and many mes- 

‘Sages were sent to hasten his return. The 

kings themselves importuned him to that effect, 
and let him know, that the people were arrived 
atsuch a pitch of disorder, that nothing but 

his authority could controul their licentiousness. 

In fact, every thing tended to the unavoidable 
destruction of the state, and nothing but his 

‘ presence was wished to check its increasing 

dissolution. 
Lycurgus, at length persuaded to return, 

found the people wearied out with their own 
importunities, and ready to receive any new 
impressions he might attempt. Wherefore the 
corruption being general, he found it necessary 
to change the whole form of the ‘government ; 
sensible that a few particular laws would pro- 
duce no great effect. But, considering the ef- 
ficacy of religion in promoting every new insti- 
tution, he went first to consult the oracle of 

Apollo at Delphos, where he met a reception : 
that might flatter his highest ambition, for he 

was saluted by the priestess as a friend of the 
gods, and rather as a god than man. As tohis 

VOL, I. 6
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first; they received ambassadors and strangers, 

and overlooked public buildings and highways; 
In the field they were possessed of greater power; 
they conducted the armies of the state, and were 

attended by judges, field-deputies, and a gene- 
ral of the horse. However, they were not en- 

tirely at liberty even in war, as they received 
their orders from the senate; and though these 
were for the most part discretionary, yet they 
were sometimes forced to march against the 
enemy, or to return home when they least de- 

sired to retreat. 
Ghe government hitherto had been unsteady, 

tending at one time towards despotism, at ano- 

ther to democracy; but the senate instituted by 

Lycurgus served as a check upon both, and kept 

the state balanced in tranquillity. This body, 

which was composed of twenty-eight members, 

founded their chief policy in siding with the 

kings when the people were grasping at too 

much power; and, on the other hand, in es- 

pousing the interests of the people whenever the 

‘kings attempted to carry their authority too far. 

The senators were composed of those who as- 

sisted Lyeurgus in his designs, as well as of se- 

veral of the citizens remarkable for their private 

virtues, but none were eligible till sixty years 

of age. They were continued for life, except 

upon any notorious crime ; and this, as-it pre- 

vented the inconveniences of too frequent a 

change, soit was a lasting reward to the oldyand 
௦08 .
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Laconia into thirty thousand parts, -and those 

of Sparta into nine thousand, and these he 
portioned out to the respective inhabitants of 

each district. Each portion was sufficient to 

maintain a family in that frugal manner he pro- 

posed; and, though the kings had a larger 

share assigned them to support their dignity, 

yet their tables had rather an air of decency 
and competency, than of superfluity or profu- 

sion. It issaid that some years after, as Lycur- 

gus was returning from a long journey, obsery- 
ing how equally the corn was divided in all 

parts of the country, he was heard to observe, 

smiling on those next him, Does not Laconia 

look like an estate which several brothers have. 

been dividing amongst them? 

But it would have answered no permanent 

purpose to divide the lands, if the money had 
been still suffered to accumulate. To prevent, 
therefore, all other distinction but that of meri€, 

he resolved to level down all fortune to one 
standard. He did not, indeed, strip those pos- 
sessed of gold or silver of their property ; but, 
what was equivalent, he cried down, its value, 
and suffered nothing but iron money to pass in 
exchange for every commodity. This coin also 
he made so heavy, and fixed at so low a rate, 
that a cart and two oxen were required to carry 
home a sum of ten minas, or about twenty, 
pounds English, and'a whole house was neces- 
sary to keep it in. This iron money had no
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frequent; and in one of these, a young fellow, 
whose name was Alexander, struck out one of 

Lycurgus’s eyes. But he had the majority of 
the people on his side, who, provoked at the 

outrage, delivered the young man into his 
hands to treat him with all proper severity. Ly- 
curgus, instead of testifying any brutal resent- 
ment, won over his aggressor by all the arts of 

affability and tenderness, till at last, from being 

one of the proudest and most turbulent men 
of Sparta, he became an example of wisdom and 

moderation, and an useful assistant to Lycurgus 
in promoting his new institutions. 

Thus, undaunted by opposition, and steady in 
his designs, he went on to make reformation in 

the manners of hiscountrymen. As the educa- 
tion of youth was one of the most important 
objects of a legislator’s care, he took care to in- 
stil such early principles, that children should 
in a manner be born with a sense of order and 
discipline. His grand principle was, that chil- 
dren were properly the possession of the state, 
and belonged to the community more than to 
their parents. To this end he began from the 
very time of their conception, making it the 
mother’s duty to use such diet and exercise, as 

might fit her to produce a vigorous and healthy 
offspring, As during this period all institutions 
were tinctured with the savageness of the times, 

itis not wonderful that Lycurgus ordained that 

all such children as, upon a public yiew, were
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them questions concerning the nature of moral 
actions, or the different merits of the most 

noted men of the time. The boys were obliged 
to give a quick and ready answer, which was to 
be accompanied with their reasons in the con- 

cisest manner, for a Spartan’s language was as 
sparing as his money was ponderous and bulky. 

All ostentatious learning was banished from this 
simple commonwealth; their only study was to 
obey, their only pride was to suffer hardship. 

. Every art was practised to harden them against 
adventitious danger. There was yearly a custom 
of “whipping them at the altar of Diana, and 
the boy that bore this punishment with the 
greatest fortitude came off victorious. This was 
inflicted publicly before the eyes of their pa- 

rents, and in the presence of the whole city ; 
and many were known to expire under the se- 
verity of the discipline without uttering a single 
groan. Even their own fathers, when they saw 
them covered with blood and wounds, and ready 

to expire, exhorted them to persevere to the 
end with constancy and resolution. Plutarch, 

who says that he has seen several children ex- 

pire under this cruel treatment, tells us of one, 
who, having stolen a fox, and hid it under his 

coat, chose rather to let it tear out his very 

bowels than discover the theft. 
Every institution seemed calculated to harden 

the body, and sharpen the mind for war. In 
order to prepare them for stratagems and sudden
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With regard to the virgins, their discipline 
was equally strict with the former. They were 
inured toa constant course of labourand industry 
until they were twenty years old, before which 
time they were not allowed to be marriageable. 
They alsohad their peculiar exercises. They ran, 
wrestled, pitched the bar, and performed all those 
feats naked before the whole body of the citizens. 

Yet this was thought no way indecent, as it was 

supposed that the frequent view of the person 
would rather check than excite every looser ap- 
petite. An education so manlike did not fail to 

produce in the Spartan women corresponding 
sentiments. They were bold, fragal, and patri- 

otic, filled with a sense of honour, and a love of 
military glory. Some foreign women, in conver- 
sation with the wife of Leonidas, saying, that the 

Spartan women alone knew how to govern the 

men, she boldly replied, the Spartan women 
alone bring forth men. A mother was known to 
give her son, who was going to battle, his shield, 

with this remarkable advice, Return with it, or 

return uponit. Implying, that rather than throw 
it from him in flight, he should be borhe upon 
it dead to his friends in Sparta. Another, hear- 
ing that her son was killed fighting for his coun- 
try, she answered without any emotion, it was 
for that I brought him into the world. After the 
battle of Leuctra, the parents of those who died 
in the action, went to the temples to thank the 
gods, that their sons had done their duty, while
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those whose children surviyed that dreadful day 
seemed inconsolable. 

Yet it must not be concealed that in a city 
where the women were inspired with such a pas- 
sion for military glory, they were not equally re- 
markable for connubial fidelity. In fact, there 

was no law against adultery, and an exchange of 

husbands was often actually practised among 

them. This was always indeed by the mutual 
consent of parties, which remoyed the tedious ce- 
remonies of a divorce, One reason assigned for 
allowing this:mutual liberty,was not so much to 
gratify licentious desire, as to improve the bséed 
of citizens, by matching such as were possessed 
of mutual inclination. In fact, in many of the 
laws of Lycurgushe seems to admit, that private 
yices may become public benefits, and this 
among the number. j 

_ Besides these constitutional resolutions, there 
were many othergeneral maxims laid down, that 
obtained the force of laws among'them. They 
were forbid to exercise any mechanic art, The 
chief occupation of the Spartans was bodily ex- 
ercisesor hunting, The Helotes, who had lost 
their liberty some centuries before, and who had 
been condemned to perpetual slavery, tilled their 
Jands for them, receiving for their labour a bare 
subsistence, The citizens, thus possessed of com- 
petence and leisure, were mostly in company in 
their large common halls, where they met and 
Gonversed together, They passed little of their
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time alone, being accustomed to live like bees, 
always together, always attentive to their chiefs 

and leaders. The love of their country and the 

public good was their predominant passion, and 
all self-interest was lost in the general wish for 
the welfare of the community. Pedarctus haying 
missed the honour of being chosen one of the 
three hundred who had a certain rank in theeity, 

conyerted his disappointment into joy, that 
there were three hundred better men in Sparta 

than: he. 
Among the maxims of this legislator, it was 

fothidden them to make frequent war upon the 
sameenemies. By this inhibition they were re- 
strained from lasting and immoderate resent, 
ment, they were in no danger of teaching their 
discipline to those they made war upon, and all 
their alliances were thus more frequently re- 
newed, 
‘Whenever they had broken and routed their 

enemies, they never pursued them farther than 
was necessary to make themselves sure of the 
victory. They thought it sufficiently glorious 
to overcome, and were ashamed of destroying 
an enemy that yielded or fled. Nor was this 
without answering some good purposes; for the 
enemy, conscious that all who resisted were 
put to the sword, often fled, as they were con- 

vinced that such a conduct was the surest means 
of obtaining safety. Thus valour‘and generosity 
seemed the ruling motives of this new insti-
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frequently a relaxation from the more rigorous 
confinement of garrison duty. ர 

When Lycurgus had thus completed bis mi- 
litary institution, and when the form of govern- 
ment he had established seemed strong and 
vigorous enough to support itself, his next care 

was to give it all the permanence in his power. 
He therefore signified to the people, that some- 
thing still remained for the completion of his 
plan; and that he was under a necessity of going 
to consult the oracle of Delphos, for its adyice. 

In the mean time, he persuaded them to take an 

oathefor the strict observance of all his laws till 
his return, and then departed with a full resolt- 

tion of never seeing Sparta more. When he 
was arrived at Delphos, he consulted the oracle, 
to know whether the laws he had made were 
sufficient ta render the Lacedzemonians happy; 
and being answered that. nothing was wanting 
to their perfection, hesent this answer to Spaita, 

and then voluntarily starved himself to death. 
Others say, that he died in Crete, ordering his 
bedy to be burnt, and his ashes to be thrown 
into the sea. ‘The death of this great lawgiver 
gave asanction and authority to his laws, which 
his life was unable to confer, The Spartans re- 
garded his end as the most glorious of all his 
actions, and a noble finishing of all his former 

services: they built a temple, and paid divine 
honours to him after his death; they considered 
themselves as bgund by every tie of gratitude 

3 ; ட ற. இ
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were little pleased with their new leader, but 

‘their veneration for the oracle kept them obe- 
dient to his commands. Their success, however, 

did not seem to improve with their duty: they 
suffered a defeat from Aristomenes, who, losing 

his shield in the pursuit, their total overthrow 
was prevented. A second and a third defeat fol- 
lowed soon after; so that the Lacedzemonians, 

quite dispirited, had thoughts of concluding a 
peace upon any terms. But Tyrtazeus sd in- 
flamed them by his orations and songs in praise 
of military glory, that they resolved upon ano- 
ther battle, in which they were victorious; and 

soon after Aristomenes was taken prisoner in a 
skirmish with fifty of his followers. 

The adventures of this hero deserve our no- 
tice.—Being carried prisoner to Sparta, he was 
thrown into a deep dungeon, which had been 
used for the execution of malefactors, and his 

fifty soldiers with him. They were all killed by 
the fall, except-Aristomenes, who, finding a wild 

beast at the bottom preying upon a carcase, se- 
curing the animal’s mouth, he continued to 

hold by the tail, until the beast made directly 

to its hole. There finding the issue too narrow, 
he was obliged to let go his hold; but following - 
the track with his eye, he perceived a glim- 
mering from above, and at length wrought his 
way out. After this extraordinary'escape, he 

repaired immediately to his troops, and at their 
head made a successful sally, by night, against
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and their excessive rigour paved the way for 
the most dangerous impunity, 

It was in this distressful state of the’ common- 
wealth that Solon was applied to for his advice 
and assistance, as the wisest and the justest man 
of all Athens, His great learning had acquired 
him the reputation of being the first of the seven 
wise men of Greece, and his known humanity 
procured him the love and veneration of every 
rank among his fellow citizens. Solon was a na- 

tive of Salamis, an island dependant on Athens, 
but which had revolted, to put itself under the 
power of the Megareans. In attempting to re- 
cover this island, the Athenians had spent much 
blood and treasure, until at last, wearied out with 

such ill success, a law was made, rendering it ca- 

pital eyer to adyise the recoyery of their lost pos- 

session. Solon, however, undertook to persuade 

them to another trial; and, feigning himself mad, 

ran about the streets, using the most violent ges- 
tures and language; but the purport of all was 

to upbraid the Athenians for theirremissness and 
effeminacy, in giving up their conquests in de- 
spair. In short, he acted his part so well, by the 
oddity of his manner, and the strength of his 
reasoning, that the people resolved upon another 
expedition against Salamis; and, by a stratagem 
of his contrivance, in which he introduced se- 

veral young men upon the island in women’s 
clothes, the place was surprised, and added to 
the dominion of Athens,
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kingdom of Lydia was invaded by Cyrus, the 
empire destroyed, and Croesus himself was taken 

prisoner. When he was led out to execution, ac- 
cording to the barbarous manners-of the times, he 
then, too late, recollected the maxims of Solon, 

and could not help erying out, when on thescai- 
fold, upon Solon’s name. Cyrus hearing him re- 
peat the namrewith great earnestness, was desirous 

of knowing the’ reason; and being informed by 
- Creesus of that philosopher’s remarkable observa- 

tion, he began to fear for himself; pardoned Cree- 
sus, and took him for the future into confidence 

and friendship. Thus Solon had’ the merit of 
saving one king’s life, and of reforming another. 

Such was the man to whom the Athenians ap- 
plied for assistance in reforming the severity of 
their government and instituting a just body of 
laws. - Athens was at that time divided into as 
many factions, as there were different sorts of 
inhabitants in Attica. Those that lived upon 
the mountains were fond of exact equality; those 
that lived in the low country were for thedomi- 
nion of afew; and those that dwelt on the sea 

coasts, and were consequently addicted to com- - 
merce, were for keeping those parties so exactly 
balanced, as to permit neither to prevail. But 
besides these, there was a fourth party, and that 
by much the most numerous, consisting wholly 
of the poor, who were grievously harrassed and 
oppressed by the rich, and loaded with debts 
which they were not able to discharge. This
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for judgment and integrity became so very 
great, that the Romans sometimes referred 
eauses, which were too intricate for their own 
decision, to the determination of this tribunal 
‘Nothing was regarded here but truth: that no 
external objects might pervert justice, the tri- 

bunal was held in darkness, and the advocates 

were denied all attempts to work upon the pas- 
sions of the judges. Superior to this, Solon in- 
stituted the great council of four hundred, who 

were to judge upon appeals from the Areopa- 
gus, and maturely to examine every question 
before it came to be debated ina general as- 
sembly of the people. 

Such was the reformation in the general in- 
stitutions for the good of the state; his particular 
laws for dispensing justice were more numerous. 
In the first place, all persons who in public dis- 
sensions and differences espoused neither party, 
but continued toact with a blameableneutrality, 
were declared infamous, condemned to perpetual 
punishment, and to have all their estates’ con= 

fiscated. Nothing could more inducé mankind 
to a spirit of patriotism than this celebrated lai. 
A’mind thus obliged to take part in’ publie con+ 
cerns, learns, from habit, to make those concern 

its principal care, and self-interest quickly sinkd 
before them. By this method of accustoming 
the minds of the people to look upon tliat man 
as an enemy, that should appéar indiffereiit and 
unconcerned in the misfortunes: of the’ public, 
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ordered her to be put to the torture, in order to 
extort the names of her accomplices. But she 

bore all the cruelty of their torments with in- 
vincible constancy ; and lest she should in the 
agony of pain be induced to a confession, she . 
bit off her own tongue and spit it in the tyrant’s 
face. In this manner she died faithful to the. 
eause of liberty, shewing the world a remark- 
able example of constancy in her sex. The 
Athenians would not suffer the memory of 

‘so heroic an action to pass into oblivion. 

They erected a statue to her memory, in 
which a lioness was represented without a 

tongue. 
In the mean time, Hippias set no bounds to 

his indignation. A rebellious people ever makes 

asuspicious tyrant. Numbers of citizens were 
put to death; and, to guard himself for the fu- 
ture against a like enterprize, he endeavoured 

to establish his power by foreign alliances. He 
gave his daughter in marriage to the son of the 
tyrant of Lampsachus, he cultivated a corres- 
pondence with Artaphanes, governor of Sardis, 
and endeavoured to gain the friendship of the 
Lacediemonians, who were at that time the - 

most powerful people of Greece. 
But he was supplanted in those very alliances 

from which he hoped the greatest assistance. 
The family of the Alemzonidz, who from the 

beginning of the revolution had been banished 
from Athens, endeavoured to undermine hisin-
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and continually exercised in war, while their 
philosophers and poets travelled from city to 

city, and by their exhortations ard songs, 
warmed them with a love of virtue, and with an 

ardour for military glory. These peaceful and 

military accomplishments raised them to their 
highest pitch of grandeur, and they now only 
wanted an enemy worthy of their arms to shew 
the world their superiority. The Persian mo- 

narchy, the greatest at that time in the world, 

soon offered itself as their opponent, and the 
contest ended with its total subversion. 

But as Greece was continually changing not 
only its government, but its customs, as in one 

century it presented a very different picture 
from what it offered in the preceding, it will be 

necessary to take a second view of this confe- 
deracy of little republics previous to their con- 
tests with Persia, as, by comparing theirstrength ° 
with that of their opponént, we shall find 
how much wisdom, discipline, and valour, 
are superior to numbers, wealth, and osten- 
tation. : 

' Foremost in this confederacy we may reckon 
the city of Athens, commanding the little state 
of Attica, their whole dominions scarce exceed- 

ing the largest of our English counties in cir- 
cumference, But what was wanting in extent 
was made up by the citizens being inured to 
war, and impressed with the highest ideas of their 
Own superiority. ‘Their orators, their philosa- 
phers, and their poets, had already given lessons 
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arts, and sciences. The study of poetry, elo- 
quence, philosophy, and mathematics, began 

there, and came almost to their utmost perfec- 
tion. The young people were first sent to learn 
grammar under masters who taught them regu- 
larly, and upon the principles of their own lan- 

guage. Eloquence was studied with still greater 
attention, as in that popular government it 

opened the way to the highest employments. 

To the study of rhetoric was annexed that of 

philosophy, which comprised all the sciences ; 

and in these three were many masters, very 

conversant, but, as is common, their vanity 

still greater than their pretensions. 

All the subordinate states of Greece seemed 

to make Athens the object of their imitation ; 

and though inferior to it upon the whole, yet 

each produced great*scholars, and remarkable 

warriors in its turn. Sparta alone took example 

from no other state, but still rigorously attached 

to the institutions of its great lawgiver, Lyeur- 

gus, it disdained all the arts of peace, which, 

while they polished, served to enervate the mind; 

and, formed only for war, looked forward to cam- 

paigns and battles, as scenes of rest and tran- 

quillity. All the laws of Sparta, and all the in- 

stitutions of Lycurgus, seemed to have no other 

object than war; all other employments, arts, 
polite learning, sciences, trades, and even hus- 

bandry itself, were prohibited amongst them. 
The citizens of Lacedzemon were of two sorts: 
those who inhabited the city of Sparta, and who



 



 



 



EXPULSION OF HIPPIAS. 15 

CHAPTER 3, 

FROM THE EXPULSION OF HIPPIAS TO THE 
DEATH OF DARIUS. 

IT was'in this disposition of Athens and Sparta 

and of the lesser states, their neighbours, that 

the Persian monarchy began to interest itself m 

their disputes, and made itself an umpire in 

their contentions for liberty, only to seize upon 

thé liberties ofall. It has been already related, 

that Hippias being besieged in Athens, and his 

children being taken prisoners, in order to re- 

lease them, he consented to abdicate the sove- 

reign power, aad to leave the dominions of 

Athens in five days. Athens, however, in reco- 

vering its liberty, did not enjoy that tranquillity 

which freedom is thought to bestow. ‘Two of 

the favourite citizens, Calisthenes, a favourite 

of the people, and Isagoras, who was supported 

by the rich, began to contend for that power 

which they had but a little while before joined 

in depressing. The former, who was become 

very popular, made an alteration in the form'of 

their establishment ; and instead of four tribes, 

whereof they before consisted, enlarged their 

number to ten. He also instituted the manner 

of giving votes by Ostracism, as it was called. 

_ The manner of performing this, was for every
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state, and perceiving the imposture of the ora- 
cle, by which they were thus impelled to act 
against their own interests, began to’ think of 
reinstating Hippias on the throne. But, previous 
to their attempt, they judged it:pradent to con- 
sult the subordinate states of Greece; aud to see 

what hopes they had of their concurrence and 

approbation. Nothing, however, could be more 

mortifying, than the universal detestation with 

which their proposal was received by the de- 

puties of the states of Greece. . The deputy of 

Corinth expressed the utmost indignation atthe 
design, and seemed astonished that the Spartans, 

who were the avowed enemies of tyrants, should 

thus espouse the interests of one noted for ° 

eruelty'and usurpation. ‘The rest of the states 

warmly seconded his sentiments, and: the Lace- 

deemonians, covered with confusion and re= 

morse, abandoned: Hippias and his cause. for 

ever after. ; : 

- Hippias being thus frustrated in his hopes of 

exciting the Greeks to second his pretensions, 

was tesolyed to have recourse to one who was 

considered as a much ‘more powerful: patron. 

Wherefore, taking his leave of the Spartans, he 

applied himself to Artaphernes, governor of 

Sardis for the king of Persia, whom he endea- 

voured by every att to engage ina war against 

Athens. He represented to: him. the divided’ 

state’ of the city; he enlarged upon its riches, 

and the happiness of its situation for trade. He
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of course fell in with the rest of his dominions. 
The Persian monarch, thus possessed of a very 
extensive territory, placed governors: over the 
several cities that were thus subdued; and as 
men bred up in a despotic court, were likely 
enough to imitate the example set them at home, 
it is probable they abused their power. Be this 

as it may, in all the Greek cities they were 
ealled Tyrants; and as these littlestates had not | 

yet lost all idea of freedom, they took every 

opportunity to recover their liberty, and made 
many bold, but: unsuccessful struggles in that 
glorious cause. The Ionians particularly, who 

bore the greatest sway among them, let no oc- 

casion slip which promised the slightest hopes 

of shaking off the Persian yoke. 
That which favoured their designs upon the 

present occasion, was the expedition of Darius 

into Scythia, into which’ country he sent a nu- 
merous army, laying a bridge over the river 
Ister for that purpose. The Tonians were ap- 
pointed to guard this important pass, but were 
advised by Miltiades, whom we shall afterwards 

find performing nobler exploits, to break down 

the bridge, and thus cut off the Persian retreat. 

The Tonians, however, rejected his counsel, and 

Darius returned with his army into Europe, 
where he added Thrace and Aeviekon to the 

number of his conquests. ்‌ 

ப மடிம்லய, (106 tyrant of Miletus, was the per- 

' 80n who epposed the advice of Miltiades. Being
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governor to imitate his example. They all 
complied the more cheerfully, as the Persian 

_ power, since the check it had received in Scy- 
thia, was the less able to punish their revolt, or 

to protect them in their continued attachment. 

Haying thus united all these little states by the 
consciousness of one common offence, he then 

threw off the mask, declaring himself at the 
head of the confederacy, and bid defianee to 

the power of Persia. 
To enable himself: to carry on the war with 

more yigour, he went, in the beginning of the 
follosying year, to Lacedaemon, in order to en- 

gage that state in his interests, and engage it 
in a war'with a power that seemed every day to 
threaten the general liberty of Greece. Cleo- 
menes was at that time King of Sparta; and to 

him Aristagoras applied for assistaneey in what 
he'represented as the- common cause. He re= 
presented to him; that the Ionians and Lacedz- 

Monians were countrymen; that it would be for 

the honour of Sparta to concur with him in the 
design he had formed of restoring the Fonians 

to liberty; that the Persians were enervated by 

luxury ; that their riches would serve to reward 
the conquerors, while nothing was so easy as 

their overthrow. Considering the present spirit 
of the Ionians, it would not be difficult, he said, 

for the victorious. Spartans to carry their arms 
€ven to the gatesof Susa, the metropolisof the 

Persian empire, and thus give laws to those who 
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warmed by so generous a preference, followed 
his example. 

Miltiades, thus vested in the supreme com- 
mand, which was now the post of highest’dan- 
_ger; like an experienced general, endeavoured, 

by the advantage of his ground, to make up for 
his deficiency in strength and numbers. He 
was sensible, that by extending his front to op- 

pose the enemy he must weaken it too much, 

and give their dense body the advantage. He 
therefore drew up his army at the foot of a 
mountain, so that the enemy should ‘not sur- 
round him, or charge him in the rear. On the 
flanks on either side he caused large trees to be 
thrown, which were cut down for that purpose, 
and these served to guard him from the Persian 
cavalry, that generally wheeled on the flank in 

the heat of an engagement. fs 
‘Datis, on his side, was sensible of this advan-_ 

tageous disposition; but relying on his supe- 
tiority of number, and unwilling to wait till 
the Spartan reinforcements should arrive, he de- 
termined to engage. And now was to be fought 

the first great battle which the Greeks had ever 
engaged in. It was not like any of their former 

_ Civil contests, arising from jealousy, and termi- 
hating inan easy accommodation: it was a bat- 
tle that was to be decided with the greatest mo- 
harch of the earth, with the most numerous 

army that had been hitherto seen in Europe. 
“This was an engagement that was to decide the 

H2
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«favourable, I consent that mine be put to 
“death; but if it be otherwise, as I well fore- 

“see, then I desire that you and your children. 
“ may meet the reward of rashness.”’ 

This advice, which was rather sincere than 

palatable, was received by Xerxes with a de- 
gree of rage and resentment. ‘ Thank the 
“ gods,” cried he, ‘ that thou art my father’s 

“brother: were it not for that, thou shouldst 

‘this moment meet the just reward of thy auda- 

* cious behaviour. But you shall have your 
“punishment. Remain here behind, among 

‘© the women ; these you but too much resem- 
‘ble in your cowardice and fear. Stay here, 

* while I march at the head of my troops, where 
“my duty and glory call me.” Upon cooler 
thoughts, however, Xerxes seemed better re- 

.conciled to his uncle’s opinion. When the first 
emotions of his anger were over, and he had 

time to reflect on his pillow upon the different 

counsels that were given him, he confessed the 
tashness of his former rebuke, and ingenuously 
ascribed it toheat of youth, and the ardour of 

passion. He offered to come over to/his opinion, 
at the same time assuring the council, that from 

‘his dreams he had every encouragement to pro- 
ceed with the expedition. So much conde- 
Scension on the one hand, and such favourable 
mens on the other, determined the whole coun- 
¢ilto'second his inclinations. They fell pros- 
trate before him, eager to shew their submission
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