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for feveral hours. Dinner had beenon
the table at two; at three the poftillion
had announced that every thing within
thc compafs of his office was ready, but
found ‘that his fare were difpofed to con-
tinue longer in their prefent quarters. It
- was feven o’clock before the gentlemen, -
taking the moft affe@ionate leave of their
companion, though naturally ftrong aud.
ative, were affifted by the landlord to
their feats in the vehicle. Their friend
had not accompanied them to the car-
riage, being left above found afleep in
an elbow chair. ‘ :
~ No road can be plainer than from
Doncafter to Ferrybridge. The pottil
lion was a fharp intelligent fellow, that
hid been three years in his prefent fervice,
and had travelled that ftage at leaft three
hundred times in that period. It was 2
remarkably fine evening in the middle

of J lﬂy. Nothmg, therefore, appeared
. B2 . more






feeble gratitude which would confine it -
felf to expreffions of regard in the pre-
fence of the benefador. © The poft-
boy’s prayers and libations for the health:
and profperity of the bountiful donors
did not ceafe to flow in ftreams of ale as:
long as the half crown and confequential
credit lafted.  After thefe pious and be-
nignant offerings he had mounted, a.d:
_in this condition had taken the northern:
road. The horfes, being lefs bereft of
' their fenfes than their rational com-
panions, for feveral miles proceeded di~
recly to the deftined place. They had
already made their way through the turn--
pikes, paffed the delightful woods around
Robin: Hood’s well, with their leader'
fnoaring on his feat, and arrived at Dar--
rington, where a road branches off tothe
left. There a pull from their driver put -
them into a wrong direction. Inftead:

of keeping dire@ly in the new track, the
L ~ horfes,,
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- horfes, again left to their own difcretion,
entered a crofs lane, and had not gone
far in this path when they overturned
' the carriage in a ditch. This cataftrophe
foon recalled both the travellers and
their guide from the ftate of eblivion by
which it was caufed. The effects, how-
ever, proved extremely different. The
podillion himfelf, though he tumbled
from his feat, was foftly and eafily re-
ceived in a very ufeful repofitory, cal-
le&ed for fertilizing an adjacent field,
'One of the gentlemen, by being upper»
moft as the carriage fcll was by his com~
panion prevented from being materially
hurt; the other was greatly bruifed, and
* upon more particular examination found
_unable to move his leg, which was con-
cluded to be broken. The day had jult
clofed in when this misfortune happened,
and no light was to be feen to guide them
' to a village or hamleg, whcrc they might
obtam :
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- obtain affiitance. There were houfes not.
far from the place, but belonging to pea-
fants or labourers who had retired early
to reft, that with the morning fun they
might rife to their ufeful occupations.
- Caprain Graham had efcaped un-
hurt ;—having recovered his recollec-
tion,and accuftomed towitnefs more diré«
ful mifhaps than he trufted his friend’s,
difatter would prove, he laid him care-
fully on the grafs, while he himfelf,
by the clear twilight of a July night, fet
forwards in' queft of fome friendly habi-
tation, where his comrade might repofe
until he could be fafely removed. Fol.
lowing the track,, he in a quarter of an
hour arrived at a folitary cottage, which
from its firft appearance he feared was
uninhabited, till the barking of a dog
made him hope that this was a faichful
centinel guarding, though humble, the
dwelling of man. = On his approach the
B 4 gallant
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However, to fire your minuté-guns when
you are thifting your camp. 'If we go
ourfelves we fhall make the volhes of the
picquet guard amufe ‘the enemy.” He
accordingly bound his:dog to a poft, well
knowing that ““in the abfence of the com-
- mander the artillery would be inceffantly
difcharged.” This figurative language
convinced Graham, that his attendant
was a-brother foldier. But hurrying to-
‘the fcene of difafter, he took no time to
afk any queftions, except fuch as per-
tained to the cafe of his friend, and
learned to his great fatisfation, that there
was a {kilful furgeon at-a town within a.
" few miles; When' they arrived” they:
found: Major Hamilton, though'in great
pain, very quiet; and the pol’ulhon ‘had,
in his agreeable bed, relapfed nto a
tranquil repofe.  The new acquaintance
propofed that' the gentleman {hould be:
carried eafily on- their arms to his cot~
Eig e tage,
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tage, where he fhould have his poor ac-
commodation. until better could be pro-
- vided. But, the moon being now under
a cloud, Graham faid, they fhould ftop
a little until her light thould enable them
* to find their feps with more eafe to the '
patient. ‘The cottager, forefeeing this
difficulty, had brought a lanthern, which,
from an ceconomy neceflary in his very
limited finances, he had forborne kind-
ling till neceffary: but now, ftriking fire
from a flint, he went with his light to
examine the proftrate gentleman, and
tried how he could be moved with the
leaft degree of pain and uneafinefs. In
this occupation, the rays of the lamp
happening to difplay on the waiftcoat
military buttons, the cottager with an
eager curiofity examining more clofely
exclaimed in a tranfport, <€ Ourown re-
¢ giment by the Lord!” Graham, who
had been at thxs time endeavouring 'to

awaken
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~awaken the pottillion, hearing only the
laft words, haftily fancied they imported.
an unfavourable change in his friend;-
but {pringing to the place found the cot-
tager in tranfports, inceffantly repeating, -
¢« Qur own regiment! our own regi-
ment !’ At length comprehending him, .
he afked if he had really belonged to the
~— regiment, “ Idid,” faid the other, .
rapturoufly, < I was with them at Fon-
teroy and Bergen-op-Zoom, and alfo in-
the late war in Ticonderago, Cape Bre-
ton, and Quebec.” ¢ Did you,” called
the gentleman on the ground, ¢ know:
Hamilton ?”’—¢ What, Charles [—Iamil- ~~
ton,”” faid the veteran, ¢ that was made
. captain at Quebec? I taught the boy
his manual, and a gallant officer he 1s.”
—< You did indeed,” faid the gentle-
man on the ground, ¢ I fee now youare
Sergeant Maxwell.”—¢ That I am, /"
pleafe your noble honeur, extreme-- -
B.6 Iy



[ 2]

Ny forry for your honour’s misfortune,
but I hope in my poor little tent, though
not a marquee, your honour will feet
yourfelf more convenient and comfort-
‘able than if you were among ftrangers.””
They then with the moft tender care re-

. moved Major Hamilton to Maxwell’s

cottage, where he was laid with care on

the beft bed his hoft had to beftow.

Maazwell having committed his gueft to

the care of his fifter, a widow who lived

with him, departed himfelf for medical
affiftance, and in a fhort time returned

- with a furgeon. This gentleman hav-

ing examined the leg declared it was not

- broken but bruifed, and announced that

the cafe was favourable, if the patient

were kept quiet ; advifed that he thould
remain where he was, until the cure was
effeited, and told Mr. Hamilton, that-

.« when he was a little eafier, and ftter for

converfation, he would bring him fome

cheerful
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cheerful and agreeable company,. that
would render him more benefit than ail
the medicines in his fhop; though to -
the occupation which he was now exer-
cifing he had added the profcffion of
apothecary. -

Graham was under anindifpenfible ne-
ceffity of hurrying to the morth, and as
foon as he found: that his friend, though
confined, was in friendly hands, undecr
fate and fkilful management, refolved to
purfue his journey. Hamilton in a few
days was able to bear without any danger
of bad effets a moderate degree of con-
verfation, and to enjoy the company of
his hoft and brother foldiecr, Maxwell,
at flated intervals; and as the old Ser-
geant was very fond of defcanting on
fubjeéts which had occupied the better
part of his life, it fortunately happened
that his rural avocations prevented him
from being with the Major too frequently

3 to
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 to difturb the repofe neceffary in his pre-
fent fituation. Sunday, being a day of
intermiffion from the labours of huf-
b,andry,the veteran halberdier devoted t6
attendance on his gueft, and to a recita-
tion of the labours of war. Early in the
morning he repaired to the Major’s
room, and, breakfafting by his bed, had
gone over the battles of Dettingen; Fon--
" tepey, had concluded peacé, begun a.
new war, reached America, failéd up to
St.Lawrence, defcended, landed, mount-
- ed the heights of Abraham, and was at-
the fecond wound of the illuftrious Wolfe, -
- when his venerable fifter entering the °
apartment reminded him that the hout
for church was arrived. Maxwell, whofe
- father having been a fch,oolmaﬁer'and
~ precentor in his native village had in-
ftilled into him fentiments of religion,
" had beca extremely regular in his at-
tendance at public worfhip, was moved
j by
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by this admonmon but conﬁdermg the
focial virtues as an important branch of
piety, at laft concluded that the day
" could not be better fpent than in cheer-
 ing the fpirits of a brothet under indif-
poﬁtlon, and chofe to fpend it in the
company of his guett. The arrival of -
the furgeon for fome time interrupted
the progrefs of the battle of Quebec; but -
‘after this gentleman departed the fubjec® -
was refumed, and Maxwell’s campaigns
were concluded before the entrance of
chicken broth for the officer’s repaft, ac-
companied with beans and bacon for the
hoft himfelf. As Hamllton took his
barley water, . Maxwell alfo indulged
himfelf with barley juice, withing to God
his noble commander were well enough
to partalce of his home-brewed, of which,
praifed be his gracious Sovereign, he
could, he faid, always afforda comfort-
able can; and fo pleafe your honour,

here’s
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here’s His Majelty’s health,and God Blef}-
all his friends ! Hamilton- devoutly fays
ing, Amen. His filter coming in told
him, that neighbour Hayrick, paffing in
hisreturn from church; hadinformedher;
that the viear had atked him,if he knew
any thing of Mr.- Maxwell, and what
had detained him from Divine Service >
and that he' (Hayrick ) “< had faid as how
Tom Tipple the poftilliion had moft:
killed a gemman with his thay,. that the
gemman was dying at neighbour Max-
well’s cottage, and' that Maxwell, he:
fuppefed, had ftayed at home to keep:
him kumpany.” The hearers boath fmiled.
at this exaggerated account, and being
left to themfelves,-Maxwell {poke highly.
in praife of the clergyman, though
- with many lifteners what he faid would:
have rather been: againft than-for that
reverend gentleman.  « [ underftand
him,” faid Maxwell, < when he preaches

z as
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as plainly as if it was one of our own of- -
ficers.—He tells us that the Bible is our
word of command, and if we mind it we
fhall never be behind in our duty.—
~ Every man to mind his own ftation, and
do as he would be done by, and though
it may be a toilfome march, he will get
fafely invalided in garrifon at laft; butif
he is a deferter or a poltroon, he will go
to the devil; as where elfe ought fuch
fellows to go ?~=This is what he told us
t'other Sunday; he was upon fighting the
good fight. Not long before he was about
the Centurion, who, he told us, is all as
- one of our captains. Lord, thinks I to
myfelf, for he read the whole ftory, what-
excellent difcipline they kept!” Hamil-
- ton, who remembered the paffage, hav-
ing affented to this criticifm, Maxwelt
propofed the vicar’s health, and, having
emptied and replenifhed the jug, enter~
tained his friend with many anecdotes
in
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in praife of his reverend paftor, who had
been extremely kind to himfelfindividu-
ally, and had prefented to him that
very flitch of bacon on which he had
that day dined. ¢ Extremely good in
its kind it is,” faid Maxwell, < but a.
little too falt.”—To this caufe he im-
puted his bcmg fo exceffively dry, and
the quantity of ale that he faid he was
obhged to fwallow,

Hiseloquence and his ale at laft ﬁ:ttmo'
the old hero afleep, allowed to the Ma-
_]or an hour of reft, which he had begun
very much to want. When both were re-
frefhed, the fifter announced Mr. Went.
bridge. Maxwell haftened out to meet
the vicar, and foon introduced a gentle-
man turned of fifty, of a countenance
mild, pale, and penetrating, with grey
hairs thinly feattered over bis head; a
figure tall, elegant, and prepoflefling,.
and, though fomewhat flender, ftrong and

active.. .
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aQive. The vifitor with much foftnefs,
in a tone of humanity, and a voice fub~
dued by the apprehenfions of difturbing
the temporary repofe of dangerous ill-
nefs, exprefled his concern for the ac-
counts which he had'received.—Max<«
- well, anfwering in avoice loud and cheer-
ful, affured his paftor, that the gentle-
man was in no kind of danger, and
briefly narrated the circumftances, <1
have been juft. a-telling my noble
Major about your Reverence’s fermons
and good deeds.”’—Hamilton, now ad-
- drefling Mr. Wentbridge, exprefled the
pleafure he hoped to derive from ac-
quaintance with fo refpectable a gentle-
man.—The clergyman, though pious
and devout, was frank and open in his
manner ; Hamilton wasan honeft; bold,
and intelligent foldier: two fuch charac-
ters were not lond ftrangers ; they were

mutually delighted, and the fetting fun
' had
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had reminded the vicar of the evening
devotions of his family, before he
thought of withdrawing.—Shaking his
new acquaintance cordially by the hand, |
he took his leave, promifing to return
the following day.—The next morning,.
the Sergeant being engaged in ftacking
a plentiful crop of hay which le had
rai‘ed on a field of very moderate extent,
his hoftefs atteaded the invalid with his
breakfaft, when, the converfation turn-
ing upon the laft night’s vifitor, he
learned many particulars farther to his
honour, and the landlady was juft enter- -
ing into an account of his family, when.
Mr. Wentbridge himfelf interrupted thie
difcourfe.—The Vicar and the Major,
as they increafed in knowledge of each
other, advanced in reciprocal efteenn
Wentbridge found Hamilton a man of
abilities and extenfive knowledge, be-<
fides. a very impre(five and engaging de-

, pOrtments.
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portment.—The foldier foon difcovered
in Wentbridge, befides the talents, learn-
ing, and virtuous fentiments, which be-
came his facred profeflion, a fund of
fcientific and political knowledge, which
he was not incompetent to appreciate,
relieved by delicacy and ftrength of wit

" and of humour, which he could highly
_relith.—The fkill of the furgeon, with
the vigour of his own conftitution, the

* kind care and affiduity of his hoft and
hoftefs, and the interefling and amufing
‘converfation of his new clerical friend,
combined fpeedily to raife the Major
from his bed, and in a few weeks he was
able to move about on his crutch, and
fometimes to take the air in the vicar’s
chaife-cart. In the beginning of Sep-=
tember he found himfelf fufficiently well -
to accept,of an invitation to the parfon-
age-houfe. :
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CHAPTER II.

M-r. Wentbridge’s vicarage, fituate in a
pleafing diftri® of the Weft Riding,
amounting to about 200l. per annum,

in 2 cheap country, afforded to very mo- ¢

derate wants ample means of fupply.—
The pofleflor was befides fkilled in
farming; and as one part of his vicarage
was twenty acres of land, and he rented
thirty more, he had an opportunity of
‘employing his agricultural talents to his
own emolument, and alfo by example to
the benefit of his neighbours. No lands

were better fenced or cultivated, laid

out in a more fkilful and produétive ro-
tation of crops, a‘more agreeable variety

=

of tillage or pafturage, than the fnug

fields of the parfon of Brotherton, Their
fituation
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ficuation alfo enabled the tafte of the
cultivator to fuperinduce elegance and
beauty on fruitfulnefs and utility. The
houfe was placed on the fouth-eaft flope
- of a gentle hill, terminating in a {mall
plain that was bounded by a river,
which, winding rothd the farm, appear- .
ing to rife fout of woods on the right and
on the left, feemed to lofe itfelf behiid
anadvanced poft of the hill, whilft, feek- -
ing the eaftern confines of Yorkfhire, it
haftened to make a part of ¢he conflux
of rivers that after their coalition are
diftinguithed by the name of Humber.
In this afpe@ was fituated the chief part
of the vicar’s arable farm; behind were his
offices and lands of fteeper afcent, bound-
ed by a wood, which covering all the
upper part of the hill, befides beautifully
diverfifying the fcene, fheltered the
' parfonage from the northern blaft. Here

Wentbridge on a beautiful pinnacle
ereted
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crected a {mall flummer-houfe,command-
ing an extenfive, rich, and delightful
- profpe&, which on the fouth com-
prehended the environs of Wakefield,
Sheffield, Doncafter, and Bawtry, to the
confines of Nottinghamfhire ; on the
weft, Pontefract, lseeds, Halifax; ex-
tended to the eaft to the borders of Lin-
colnfhire, and to the north from the ad-
jaccnt Ferrybridge to York Minfter;
and in its compafs included the various
picturefque fcenes of the fineft part of
one of the fineft counties in England.—
The worthy clergyman’s heart expanded
with benevolent piecafure, as from his
little hut he contemplated the gaodly
- profpe& that fpread around—— ‘
_4¢ Of hills, and dales, and woods; and lawns,
¢« And glittering towers, and gilded ftreams;’?
—As he viewed the fcenes of pafto-
ral beauty, agricultural fruitfulnefs, and
manufa@uring fkill, all combining fo
powerfully
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~upon his hands. The right reverend
divine indeed, very contrary to the ufual
practice of dignitaries in the church, in his
difpofals of SpiriTUAL preferment, be-
thought himfelf of Carnal fubjeéts. In
beftowing a cure of fouls, he had not
altogether neglected the confideration of
-bodies, nor, in appointing within his
diocefe minifters for the propagation of
chriftian knowledge, had he overlooked
the propagation of chriftians. In fhort,
the bithop having in hisgifta confiderable
number of livings, and at his difpofal a
no lefs confiderable pumber of da ughters, ;
nieces, and coufins, had fuffered it to be °
underftood by reverend young batche-
lors, that the expeétants of livings might -
be fure of fuccefs if willing to perform
all the duties which his providential care
had annexed to incumbency ; in other
words, that whoever defired the bleflings
of tithe pigs, muft with his appointment
take
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take a wife by way ofa fine. Mr. Went-.
bridge having been founded on this fub-
~ je& had demurred; it was faid, indeed,
that he obferved to a friend, that he
could have no objections to the provi-
fions which the right reverend bithop
had propofed for his bread, but for his
meat he liked to choofe for himfelf. The
truth is, Mifs Sukey Sratchum was not

a very delicate morfel.

Wentbridge, as we have faid, made a
different ¢lection, and got no promotion
from the bithop. With his wife he lived
extremely happy for ewenty years, when,
havingcaughta fever from a fick cottager,
whom fhe deemed it her duty to vifit, fhe,
to his inexpreflible grief; died, leaving two
fons and one daughter. The eldeft fon,
now about twenty-three, was broughtupto
his father’s profefiidn; the fecond, having
‘been on a vifit to a {chool-fellow at Hull,
was fo delighted with the fhlppmcr that

cz he
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ence by laudable induftry and meritori-
ous exertion, devoted her time and ta<
lents to the fuperintendance of a board-
ing fchool. She was now returned to
her father’s, the favourite corn-'pénion of
“his declining years, the partner of his
amufements, the minifter of his bounties,
the attendant of his excurfions, and of-
ten the affociate of his ftudies. Mify
Wen”tbr‘idge'_was well acquainted with
the beft Britith authors, and a very com-
- petent judge of their refpe&ive merits.
She was particularly fond of hiftory,
then beginning to form fo brilliant a
portion of her country’s literature.  She
inherited from her’ fafther a very high
admiration of Britith efforts in the vari-
ous departments of ability and exertion.
She‘admired the rational hc;piﬁrg; qf;eg'
liftened' with delight to her'father’s de-
feriprions of the ardent fruggles for in-
dependence, which repelled the operofe

ah
=

¥ 3 altempts
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attempts of bigotry and defpotifm, under

* agloriousfovereignofher own fex, though
 fhe often withed, that with the great and
lofty virtues of that illuftrious Princefs
‘there had been mixed more of the femi- -
nine foftnefs, the mild and gentle chari.
ties which might have fpared the lovely
Mary. Defcending to more recent
£vents, the would with pleafure hear the
natural though homely recitals of old
Maxwell, and enjoy. the fire of his eye,
when defcribing the defence of Bergen-
‘op-Zoom, or the capture of Quebec;
fhe was well acquainted with the events
of the war juft terminated, efpecially
Auch as difplayed heroifm, or manifefted

- Britith character.  Such was the young
lady to whom Major Hamilton was now
introduced. Hamilton himfelf was a man
of a very prepoflefling apyearance, tall,
and graceful; in face, figure, and deport-
ment, at once elegant and  manly, He
was

(%
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was now twenty-eight years of age,
eleven of which had been paffed in his
Majefty’s fervice.—At the commence-
ment of the war he had become a lieu-
tenant.  Quebec made him a captain, .
the Havannah a major. Maxwell had,
with his ufual glee, recited the actions
to which he himfelf had been a wilhefs,
and had not been fparing in celebrating
his praifes, and included the fortitude
with which he had borne his late difafter..
Mr. Wentbridge had alfo fpoken in
terms of praife, efteem, and refpet con- i

cerning the abilities and fentiments of his
new acquaintance, fo that Mifs Went-
bridge had before fhe faw him received
a very favourable impreffion of the gueft
whom her father now brought to the
parfonage. Though for the prefent lame,
Hamilton was a very fine man, and,
though pale for want of excrcife, had a
countenance extremely impreffive and
€4 interefting,



2ol 2o ]

~ interefting, intelligent, and animated,

£

with fine blue eyes, which failed not to
fpeak what he cthought and fele. He
was extremely pleafed with the acquaint-
ance which he had now made, and did
not fail to teftify by words and looks the
fatisfaltion which he received.

I®a few weeks Hamilton’s difafter
wes healed, but he continued at Max-
well’s, ¢ apprehenfive,” he faid, « of
the confequences of a long journey.” —
The furgeon, indeed, declared to him,
that he might now proceed northwards
whenever he chofe ; but though he had
fhewn the moft thorough convi&ion of
the other’s medical fkill, had declared
his pcrﬂié't_ fatisfation with the treatment

“of his own wound, and had made a hand- .

fome pecuniary recompence, fill, how-
ever, he did not rely fo complerely on
his authority as to commence his tra-
vels. Meanwhile he fpent the greater

j part
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to the parfonagc, perceiving the young
lady in a thrubbery by the fummer-houfe
before mentioned, haftened to join her,
over a long plank which conneé&ed the
banks of a rivulet, that paffed the lower
walks of their plea;ure ground, inftead
of taking a circuit of thirty yards to a
regular bridge. The place where he
was to crofs being a fmall level at the
bottom of a fteep hill, formed 2 kind of
pond, fupplied by the cafcade from the
upper ground, and now deepened by the
great accumulation of water. The plank
being flippery, and Hamilton not ha-
ving completely recovered the dextrous
command of his limb, he tumbled into
the pcol and entirely difappeared Mr.
Wentbridge, who was in a diftant part
of the {hrubbery, aroufed by a fingle
ﬂmek ran to the fpot whence the voice
had iffued, and found his daughter in a
“fwoon, whence being by his efforts re-
covered
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covered, fhe awoke only to mifery, and
called on the name of Hamilton, in the
wildeft phrenzy of defpairing love. The
worthy clergyman, who had before fuf-
pe€ied the paffion of his daughter, was
now apprehenfive that fome dreadful
difafter had befallen its object. He had
been able to remove Eliza to a mofly
bench, and fhe was ftill, in terms of the
moft endearing affection, deploring the
beloved youth ; when, defcending from

the fummer-houfe, he prefented himfelf
fafe and found, though all dropping with |
wet. . Our Major had been ftunned by
' the fudden plunge, but foon recovering
had fwam to the bottom of the bank,
and waded farther down, where he faw
the afcent was more practicable, and,
mifling the neareft path, had through
the labyrinth of a grove found a difficul-
ty in regaining a view of the fummer-
houfe, to which the way was entangled
cb by
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by copfe and briars, and hence fo much
time had elapfed before his return. He
with rapture heard his Eliza bewaxlma
‘hxs fate. When the was o far recovered
as to be confcious of his return, firft her
aftonithment, her anxious doubts, and
Jaftly ber joy, gave her lover the con-
viction Whlu.h he had fo cagerly defired
toreccive. The confiderate care of the
father haftened him away to the com-
forts of a firc and dry clothes, before he
. would fuffer him to explain the circum-
ftances of his efcape to the young lady,
who il appeared “to entertain an un-
_ fettled belief of the reali y.

“In an hour Hamilton completely re-
adjufted, and fecure from every difagree-
able effeét of this 1nvolunrary cold bath,
was alive only to the delightful fenfations
Whi‘ch its effects had produced.

When he rejoincd the fair hof’cefs, n-
‘her blufhes, in the enchanted and en-

chanting
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chanting pleafure of her countenance, he
read the confirmation cf the fentiments

which her defpair bad betrayed. She

no longer attempted to difguife the de-
light with which' the liftened to his ad-

dreffes, and the tenderncfs which fhe

- felt for his virtues and accomplifhments.
He the following day, with her confent,’
applied to her father, and his propofals
were moft favourably and gladly recei-
ved by the vicar, from perfonal cfteem
and not from motives of interet. A
country fquire, far fuperior to this gal-
Jant officer in fortune, had made pro-
polals to Mifs Wentbridge, which the
father never approved, and the daugh-

ter had ever moft pofitively reje- o

ed, Hamilton, alfo, if he had chofen
to facrifice at the fhrine of avarice might
at different times have affianced himfelf

B

to riches, but efpecially during his re-
~ cent flay at London, where his charms

had
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had 'made a coﬁquc{’c of the only daugh-
' ter of an eminentdry-falter, with whom
he had danced at a ball, at the Mary-le-
‘bone gardens. But though both parties
difregarded intereft as the principal
ground of matrimonial conneion, yet
it was refolved not completely to dif-

regard pecuniary convenience.
Hamilton received prefling letters
from his Scottith friends to repair to
the north, to arrange fome concerns
with his elder brother, poffeffor of his
paternal eftate ; and faw the neceflity of
compliance. = He wifhed his deftiny to
be irrevocably united o his Eliza’s be-
. fore his departure ; but the affair being
" referred to the arbitration of the vicar,
" heina ffiendly award recommended to
the parties to poftpone the accomplith-
ment of their purpofe vntil after Hamil-
ton’s return. The reafons which he
afligned for this procraftination, though
not
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siot conformable to the withes of the
lovers, were fuch as their judgments
could not but approve.

Hamilton accordingly fet off for his
own country, and arrived at the feat of
- hisanceftors. His elder brother, Hamil-
ton, of Etterick, was a country gentle-
man, of about five and thirty, mild in
his temper, amiable in his difpofition,
and hofpitable in his manaer of living.
He pofleffed a good eftate, and, being
ftill a bachelor, propofed by marriage
to make it better. He had, indeed, for
feveral years been, to ufe his own ex-
~ preflion, looking 2bout him for a wife, *
This circumfpiciency was not without
difcrimination. His objeé was what
the Scotch call @ well-tochered lafs, that
is, a young lady with a good portion.
Having this fimple purpofe in view, he
had made his addrefles fuccefiively to
every heirefs within forty miles of him,

and
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matrimonial ftate. Underflanding, from
report, that you are not difinclineable to
the married 'condition, I have thought
of making you propofals. All my friends
‘give you a very high charaéter, that I
affure you, not any confideration of pro=-
perty is what now induces me to make
bold. Befides the extraordinary beauty
of your face and perfon, the whitenefs,
of your {kin, your fhining eyes, and the
fine fall of your fhoulders, the dignity of
your walk, not to mention other charms,
which, though invifible, may be well fup-
pofed, has created in me a paffion, which
~ preys upon my heaft, and will, if not
gratified, throw me into a confumption;
* which, as the Family Phyfician obferves,
is, in this country, a very frequent and
dangeroﬁs ditemper. Your fortune, I
do affure you, is torally out of my
thoughts, and, if you had not a fhilling,
I fhould prefer you to any other woman,

though
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though miftrefs of all the riches in the
city of Glafgow. I hope, therefore, you
will have compaffion upon ycur fincere
lover, who thinks of nothing but your
charms. My lawyer will meet with yours
whenever you may pleafe to appo'mf.—
1 propofe a jointure, which, ifyou fhould
furvive me, will give you ten per cent.
for your money; the faid money there-
upon to become my property.—-chB
the moft difinterefted love, I am, madam,
your adoring {wain, g
« Duncay HamiTon.”
Though this letter, in many cafes, an-
fivered pretty  well,” yet, in fome, it did
not altogether fuit. Among the various
objecs of his paffion was a Creole, to
whom the praife of whitenefs of {kin did
not entirely apply ; alady who fquinted,
that could not fo properly be praifed for
her eyes. To a third, the fall of the
fhoulders had been as well left out, as
. \ winofhe
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.~ ther the property of her father was in
land, mortgages, or the funds? As the
‘major, though ke ftrongly praifed other
quahﬁcatlons of his fair miftrefs, did not
dwell upon her fortune, the laird was
not without appr‘ehenﬁons that he had
neglefled the main chancc, and advifed
him to be cautious.  As to lovc,s_’
‘ fuys he, “ my dear brother, it does not
make the pot boil, and as you foldiers
are none of the richeft, I think it would
be much better for you to look after a
gir] of fubftance, than to give up your
mind to beauty. There are clofe by the

Eilden hills two young women, juft come

to capital fortunes, by the death of their
uncle, a rich Paifley weaver. I only heard
of it two days ago, and fhould have
been off immediately myfelf, but that I

was waiting for you, and alfo for a pair

-of new boots. They have ten thoufand
pounds each, befides a good freehold
; cftate



fe 47 ] _
eftate ;—that, my dear brother, would be -
juft the thing to fit us.  Indeed I have
even made up my mind how we thould
difpole of the money ; I would fcll to
you, for fevcn thoufand pounds, my
fpoufe’s half of the eftate, fo that you
would be a landed gentleman of five
~ héndred a year, with three thoufand
. more to get you on in the army, which;
being now time of peace, is as good a
way of laying out your money as any
other. Befides, then I could afford to
. pay you your portion, which, now as [
have been making Purchafes and im-
provements, would derange my plans.
I think there is no time to be loft; for
there will be other chapsin the market;
and it being indifferent to me which I
fhall marry, you may have your choice.”
—The major was totally unmoved by
the proffered pieces of manufactory, but -
informed his brother, that refpecting his
portion,
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- «of every body elfe, he was mortal, and
~ probably the fooner for his profeffion;
and thought that, to ufe his own phrafe,
<« a bird in hand was worth two in
the buth; and the money, to which
he was eventually heir, was as well in
_his own cuftody.” The laird, with a
very moderate underftanding, and hild
milkinefs of difpofition, had a heart lefs
contra&cd by interefted felfithnefs, ' than
debarred from benevolent exertion, by
feeble timidity, or mifguided by family
_vanity., Hisheirefs-hunting adventures
did not arife fo much from grafping
avarice, as from a detire of aggrandizing
the houfe of Etterick. His pecuniary
anmeucs refulted lefs from the defire of
accumulation, the means of gratifying .
which he had fully in his power, than the
fear of incurring difficulties, for which .
 there were, in his fituation, no probable
grounds. Hamilton had writter him on
YOL. 1. D ' his

K3
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his arrival in England, that he defired
to have the difpofal of his own money ;
the laird having lately bought a property
contiguous to his eftate, faw that he
could not difcharge his brother’s claim
without borrowing, and conceived him-
felfabout to be embarrafled, although his
eftate was two thoufand a year, without
any other incumbrance. He had com-
plained to their mutual friends, of the lofs
that would accrue tohim, if the major in-
fifted on payment. Thofe friends, know-
ing the little foundation for the laird’s
apprehenfions, urged his brother to have
the affair fettled as {peedily as poffible,
by coming to the fpot himfelf,

The proprietor of Etterick, during
the firft days of Hamilton’s vifit, re-
“peatedly endeavoured to diffuade him
from his intended marriage, and from:
taking his money into his own manage-
ment ; but found himfelf entirely dif-
: appointed
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During the abfence of Hamilton, the
vicar had, in an annual vific at the archi-
epifcopal palace of York, become ac~
- quainted with a general officer of dif=

tinguifhed fame, who fpoke very highly-
~of the abilities, virtues, and high pro-
mifes of Hamilton. The teftimony of
fo competent a judge, coinciding with
the opinion which he had himfelf formed,
“enhanced Wentbridge’s eftimation of the
merits of his brave young friend; and in
. the deftined hufband of his daughter, he:
fancied he beheld a future commander-in~
chief of an army, fighting for his king
and country. IM¢ VVenAtb.ridger,' with.
the expanfion of the philofophical fche-
_ lar, and the liberality of the enlightened’
gentleman, was not without a profef-
« fional predileétion for forms of little in-
trinfic importance.  He preferred mar-
, riage after the more tedious procefs of
publifhing the banns, to the‘cxp‘edision‘
i3 ; of

i}
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whifpering; and as fhe had of late be-
come a little deaf, greater efforts were
neceffary : fo that, next to the acidity
which we have before.remarked, the
chief expreflion of her vifage was the
' fraining of curiofity not altogether grati-
fied.—The young one, though not much °
fweeter than the other in the natural
caft of her vifage, tried to make up
that deficiency by induftry, .and where -
a young man to her mind made his ap-
pearance, fhe fmiled, and fimpered, and
lifped, bue all could not conceal the
groundwork. On thefe occafions fhe
fucceeded no better than children who,
attempring to leflen the bitternefs of the
apothecary’s potions by lumps of fugar,
only make the dofe more mawkifh and
loathfome. '

" This mother and daughter (for fo they
were) were hardly feated, when Hamilton

and his miftrefs rofe to dance a minuet.
' D 4 The
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The beauties of Eliza’s face and perfon,
~ with the graces of her performance, were.
pfthemf'clves fufficient to roufe the cenfo-
rious animadverfions of Mirs. Sourkmut;..
but another caufe called forth affociations
of more poignant malignity. She fan-
cied fhe recognized the exatt image of
one who had gained the affetions of the
san whom fhe had deftined for herfelf.
Enquiring the name of the mifs that (as
- The phrafed it) was fizuring away, the was
confirmed in her conjeture, on hearing it
was Wentbridge, This Mrs. Sourkrout
was that niece of a right reverend blfhop,
‘whom we have before mentioned, as in-
- tended by his lordihip, as the condition
to be annexed to the gift which he would
have beftowed upon Mr. Wentbridge, for
-the cure of fouls. By the uncxp';&ﬁd
death of her uncle, failing in her hopes
of a {piritual incumbent, the had accept-
“ed of a carnal, and becamc the lady of
Ao~
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2 topping butcher, excremely proud of the
- honour of having to wife the 7¢voy of my
lord the bithop. Mr. Sourkrout throve
a-pace, rofe to be alderman of the corpo-
ration, and at laft to be mayor. “Madam:.
was not infenfible to this elevation, and
- deported herfelf with what fhe conceived
fuitable dignity, by taking the lead in all :
companies of the borou<rh that was the
. fcene of her grandeur. Even afterwards,
when, upon-the deceafe of her fpoufe, the
began to think herfelf flighted in the
fcene of her late glory, and retired to &
diftant part of the country, {he, among
~ her new acquaintanges, as the dowager of
_ a mayor, expeed an homage and de-
. ference, which fhe was not always o
fortunate as to meet ; and, happening to

~ fix upon a neighbourhood not deficient
in real gentry, fhe found herfelf lefs
valued there, than when prefiding over
the municipal goflips of her corporation:
D § entertalnment.
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entertainment. This inattention to her
dignity added to the fournefs of her tem-

per, not naturally very fweet. There was
_another fource of bitternefs; the lapfe of
many years had not obliterated the dif-
appointment of her youth, and if love for

the hufband might have,perhaps, evapo-

rated from a heart notthe beft adapted for
retaining tender affetions, there was one

paffion whichremained initsearlieft force,

hatred for the wife. She had hated her

when alive, and ftill hated her when dead.

Brooding over her deteftation, her fancy

faw its objeé in all that torture and tor-
menting beauty and lovelinefs, which had

captivated the objeét of her own paffion.

She had heard, with rage, of the charms

~ of Eliza, and her ftriking refemblance

- of her mother.  As the devil, in fending

- ‘envy to 'the human heart, fends its fe-
vereft punifhment 'in the admiration of

‘its objet, and its own rankling gall,

fhe
¢
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fhe could not, for her foul, avoid think-
ing Eliza the moft engaging woman i
the room. Nay, her attempts, in her
own mind, to under-rate che charms ‘ot
Mifs Weatbridge,, recoiled on herfelfin
exagg 'é*rhfﬂzg"their witchery. But though |
envy cannot really foree itfelf to a con-
tempt of its objeét, it may eafily try to-
affume that difguife. Mrs. Sourkrout,
while pining at the perception of fuch ex
‘cellence, obferved to her next nelghbour,
~ that the young perfon on " the floor,
_though. awkward and hoydem{h was a
decent enough looking girl. < I fup-
pole;” fays the, ¢ fhe is the daughter of
- {ome farmer, curate, or excife-man; it
is wrong of them people bringing theic
daughters into genteel cOmpany; ir gives.
them . hlgh and foolifh. notions ;- don’t
“you think fo, my dear,” faid fhe, turn-
ing to her daughter; ¢ Yes ma’am,”

was all the anfwer that came from Mifs,:
D) ‘who‘



[ 60]

who, had paid lictle attention to the

_.queftion or antecedent converfation.
Mifs’s thoughts were indeed far other--
wife employed.
 Thofe obfervers of charaler, counte-
nance, and difpofitions, greatly err; who,

~ fromacidity, or even harfhnefs of vifage,
temper, converfation, and actions, infer
.inc women an infenfibility to amorous
pgaﬁions. Indeed thefe appearances very
often arife from extreme fenfibility,
crofled in its purfuits, repining at the
want of attainment, or, perhaps, regret-
ing unfortunate fuccefs, Mary of Eng-
land, the vortary of the foureft bigotry,
was ftill more the devotee of boundlefs
love for her hufband. There has often
been obferved to be a confiderable ana-
logy between mankind and irrational
animals, ‘We know there are cats who
will fcratch, and bite,and tear others with
all the diffonance of fqualling treble, yet
| foftly
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fofily and gently purr upon their mates..
Mifs Sourkrout was a very fulceptible
ybung damfel ; and if fhe {till remained
in a ftate. of celibacy, it was not for want
of good will to the oppofite condition,—
She had often fhot the rays of love from"
her azure-coloured orbs, but they had not
reached the deftined marks. Perhaps, in-
deed, this might be owing to their obligue
dire&ion; for it oftenhappened, that when
fhe intended ro direé the artillery of
her charms to the front, its force -was
fpent beyond the right or the left wing.
Mifs Sourkrout had no fooner beheld
the manly and graceful Hamilton, than
fhe was captivated. She immediately
betook herfelfto ogling, an art in which
_if fhe was not perfe&, it was not for
want of pradice.  Planting her batteries
oppofite to him, fhe forgot that the
movements of her gunnery were more
curvilineal than fuited her purpofe, and
horizdntally

&



[62]
horizontally inftead of perpendicularly
carried beft at an angle of fortyr-ﬁve.‘:—'-,.-_' =
She was enraged at the apparent infenfi-
bility of the major, whom fhe deemed
impenetrable to all her glances 5 but in
f2& none of them had reached him.—
Thofe from her right eye caufed much
agitation in the heart of a fuperannuated
beau, that fat near the fire at the upper
end of the room ; whereasthe left reach-
ing an attorney % clerK, who fat by the
door at the bottom, he conceived him-
{elf challenged to exccute a capias, alias,
et pluries.—This learned gentleman, not
ignorant of the goods tenements,and he~
reditaments of Mifs Sourkrout, formed a
refolution, which he communicated im-
mediately to a friend (the waiter by
whom he had been introduced), to leave
his mafter, get poffeffion of Mifs and her
property, and, perhaps, might have ob-
tained 2 verdi& in his favour, but fora

niji
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nifi prius, which proved the young lady’s
affeétions to be the property of another
defendant.

Mifs Sourkrout, after having in vain
endeavoured to make Hamilton fenfible
of her fentiments, made fome epquiries,
1in confequence of which, the learned his
‘name, and alfo his approaching marriage
with his partner, whom, in her own mind,
fhe prefently denounced for the fevereft
vengeance. She did not doubt, that fo
very accomplithed a gentleman muit
have been entrapped, before he could
involve himfelf in marriage with a'girl of
fo very inferior a fortune. She conclud- -
ed, that fuch a project muft arife from
the forwardnefs of the young lady, and

the lover’s unacquaintance with an ob-
-._]6& worthy of his addreﬁ‘cs = She,
' durmg the country dances, made over-
' tures to converfation which the major,

having no fufpicion of her intention
or



[ 647

or defign, returning with the ufual com-

placency of agentleman, imprefled Mifs
-Sourkrout with an idea, that her regards
were perceived by the obje®, and that

_the difcovery was agreeable. = As the
ball broke up, watching Hamilton’s mo-

-tions, fhe whifpered him on the ftairs,
that he fhould hear from her in the

morning, Accordingly as they were

ready to fet out for the vicarage, a let-

ter was brought to Hamilton, fubfcribed

Juliet, declaring he was the Romeo had
won her affeftions at a dance, and ho-

ping that the former Rofalind would, in

his affe@®ions, give way to another mif-

trefs, Hamilton, who had not been un-

ufed to fuch billets, {milcd and put the

Jetter in his pocket, neither knowing nor
defiring to know who might be the au-

thor. ‘The lady, finding that her hero

was_departed without paying any atten-

tion to {o tender an intimation, fell inta

" ; a fu-
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e furious paflion, terminating in a fit
that foocn fummoned her mother. The
old lady learning the caule of this com-
motion, fympathized readilyin her daugh=
ter’s refentment, and even prompted its
- effulions,when fhe confidered that the fuc-
cefsful rival of Grizzelina was the daugh-
ter of that abominated woman, who had
triumphed over herfelf. The mothgr
- and daughter, not knowing that the nup~
tials were fo very near, agitated various
fchemes for preventma their accom-
plifhment. :

-4 Meanwhile the aufpicious day arrived,
which was to unite this gallant foldier to.
his lovely miftrefs. They were married
in the parifh church; old Maxwell, at
the exprefs defire of the bridegroom and:
‘bride, made one of the guefts at the
wedding-dinner.  The day was [pent in.
the moft happy cheerfulnefs, rifing to a
feltive conviviality in fome of the guefts,
efpecially

»
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efpecially the veteran halberdier, which,
en any other occafion, the vicar would
probably have reproved; buc his hears
now fo overflowed, that he readily for-
gave the effedt arifing from the over-
flowings of his cellar,

Maxwell, in his cups, defcanted on the
foldier’s character, and efpecially the
feperior fuccefs of military men among
the ladies.  On that topic he fang as well
as he could, the famous fong of Dum-
barton’s drums, dwelling with peculiar

~emphafis on the verfe—

‘¢ A foldier alone cawdelight me O,

“ His maaly looks do invite me O, &c.””

. As feveral young neighbours were
prefent, a dance was propofed, and to-
wards the clofe, Maxwell, who at the
beginning had - refrefhed himfelf wich
a nap, propofed to the company to dance
a homplpc iths Du[‘y Miller was at-

tempted,
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’had, 1t fcems, though he had med both,
proved as fallacious as his hopes from any
of his former bndertakings_. He was
now meditating to try his fortune among
the Englith ladies, who, he hoped, would
" be more fenfible to his merits than the
miffes of his own country. In a few
weelks he arrived at Brotherton; and was
greatly pleafed with his reception at the
vicarage. He foon contratted a very
~high admiration for the worthy clergy-
:man, not fo much on accbun"t, hi
lities, learning, virtue, and pICtV, as for
his fkill in rearing cattle ; and declared,
that he had gained o much knowledge
of green crops, during the time he pafled

in Yorkfhire, as would much more than
indemnify the expences of his-excurfion.
Though he fpent much of his time with
Mr. Wentbridge, when fuperintending
his hufbandry, and ftill more with the
hind, et the evenings were pafled in the

> 2 parlour,
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“parlour, and he frequently heard mention
made of the machinations of Mifs Sour-
krout. As the ftate of her finances did
not happen to be brought on the carpet,
her pame excited little attention. But
as the feafon advanced the evenings grew
long and fine, the laird, tiring ofdome{’c[c
fociety, found out a neighbouring public
Foufe, wherein he was introduced to an
amicable company, confifting of the
parifh clerk, the barber, the excifeman,
the lawyer, and fome others, who, though
the chief fubject of their converfation
- was e flate of pyblic aﬁ’axrs, would
fometimes defcend to more, private con-
fderanons. In one of thefe conferences
jthe attorney, who had that day returned

- from Doncafter, informed the company

that he had the honour of fpending the

evening in the-houfe of an alderman,
that there he had met with a young lady

~of a capital fortune, who had treated him
with
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@pmed his mmd fo much to Hhe Gsie
tion of that learned gcntleman, that he de-
 clared he Thould want no affiftance in his
power. The lawyer, earlyin the day ap-
‘pointed for the ball, 'tddq to Doncafter,
and making a vifit to the alderman’s lady, .
_informed her, by waf of news, that there
was to be a Scotch gentleman of four
thoufand a year in the affembly room
that evening, the elder brother of parfon
- Wentbridae’s fon-in-law; that he had -
heard much of Mifs Sourkrour, and had
been making many enquiries about her
tcmper and dlfpoﬁnons. Mrs. Alderman
garding a dowaner mayorels as a very
. hw‘u tady, and having attained the pin~
“nacle of dignity at which the herfelf
afpxred was defirous of gratifying the
mother and damhter, and haftily convey=
ed to them this intelligence. .
Both madam and mils were arouzed

A mumph over the daughtcr of Went-
brxdge, :



[73]
bridge, who was the wife of a younger
“brother of the fquire, was not the leaft
confideration with either, No beauty
that mantua-makers or milliners could
beftow on fo fhert a notice was fpared.
When the company met, the laird hav~
ing learned which was Mifs Sourkrout,
after taking fémtf.thing of a circuit round
the room, came to mifs, and very refpeét
_ fully requefted the honour of her being
his partner in a country dance, when
they thould begin. Mifs moft gracioufly
complied, and, though fond of exhibiting
herfelf in a minuet, forbore for the pre-
fent that gratification. He, meanwhile,
entered into converfation with both mif
and her mother. He foon took a great
fancy to the fagacity of the old lady, and
the ingenuity of the young ome. At
length, the time for their dance arrived,
and a couple exhxblted themfclves, which

attracted the 9!'6% \R@LWP@W& ore

o T b 2N
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than any' that appeared that evening.—
The gentleman extremely lank, with
high  cheek-bones, a lean vifage, the
~ folemn ferioufnefs of afpett. which fo
often diftinguithes our northern country-
men, oppofed the lady, fquab, fat, and
‘blowfy, flirting and fimpering; he with
narrow fhoulders, and a flat cheft; fhe
-vith back broad and brawny, cheft large,
deep, and capacious. The {wain moved
in the astitude of a trotting dromedary,
fo ufeful to Arabs; the nymph like a
quadruped which, though little relithed
by Jews, is not w1thout value among
-Chriftians, and if we may believe Field-
ing, had even occupxed the chief care of
~ a chriftian paftor *. As both had labour-
ed extremely hard, they were very happy
when the rules of the affembly fuffered -

. * Sce Parfon Trulliber and his Aock, in Jofepk -
Andrews,
them?*
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them to have reft. The mother moft
politely thanked the laird for his attention
to Grizzle, to which he anfwered, after
much confideration, that he thought it
the duty of a gentleman to be polite to
ladies : that was a maxim that, he faid,
had been very early imprefled upon him
by his worthy grand-mother, to whom,
he obferved; he was chiefly indebted for»
his education ; having, while his brother
went to fchool, been brought up under
the old lady’s own eye. Mrs. Sourkrout
propofed, as-they appeared heated with
dancing, to take to a rubber, faying,
¢ the doubted not that a gentleman of
his appearance could play at whift.”
¢« Q yes,” replied he, ¢ that was one of
my grand-mama’s chief leffons; from
the time I was twelve year old, till I
was paft twenty, we fpent almoft every
~ evening in that paftime, and while my

mother lived, and my fifters were at
E 2 home,
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home, we long after kept in the fame
courfe : but fince I am an orphan and
lonefome, 1 fend for my foreman, and
take a hit at backgammon. But I fhould
like a rubber very much. A party was
accordingly formed. Mr. Hamilton and
the fair nymph were partners. Their
opponents had won a double, were nine
%o four of the fecond, and had turned up
the king ; three tricks were gained be-
fore the laird and his partner had got one.
Mifs Sourkout, the dealer, with the king
guarded, had two aces, from which fhe
reafonably entertained fanguine hopes of
abumper. Mifs having the queen, knave
of trumps, and a long fuit; after taking
a trick, thewed a fuit; with profound
fkili difcon:inued it, to play through the
hanour ; at the fecond round drove the
king prifoner into the hands of her part-
~ per’s vi&orious ace. Her right-hand

adverfary’s ten fell by the fame fatal
blow,
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blow, the laird’s nine and cight exhauft~
ed all the enemy’s trumps, and left his
three lord of the board. Now did the
comprehenfive wifdom of the laird, hav-
ing before its view every trick, return
his partner’s fuit; the lady made two
“more, one only remained the deftined
vitim of the corps de referve, and thus.
fecured the vidtory. A ﬁnglc hand des
termined the next game in favour of the
lird and mifs. Mr. Hamilton confider-
ed the rubber as won by mifs’s déxterity,
which raifed her very high in his eftima-
tion. He with much gravity remarked,
“ that it was a very providential cir-
_cumftance, that fhe thought of playing
through the honour.”
The major and his 1ady obferved their
brother’s attention to Mifs Sourkrout,
“but thinking it accidental, regarded it
with unconcern. The next morning the
' BT v 10 aird.



e
laird went to pay the lady a vifit, and
was very gracioufly received.
~ A few days after, taking an opportunity
of being alone with the major, he turn-
«ed the difcourfe upon Mifs Sourkrout,
with a very particular detail of her cath
and moveables, according to the informa-
tion which he had received from his
~dcquaintance the attorney. The major
ftrongly diffuaded his brother from at-
tempting any fuch conneion; but as
in his diffuafives he faid nothing to the
difparagement of her fortune, he made
little impreffion. .

The laird vifited and revifited the fair
obje& of his purfuit, and asfhe and her
mamma had taken care to be well in-

-formed concerning his circumftances, he
was received with kindnefs, manifefting
itfelf' the more openly at every fuc-
ceeding interview. A few weeks con-
cluded
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' cluded the negotiation, and after a de-
cent facrifice to coynefs and decorum, -
the efquire was blefled with all the hap-
pinefs that the lawful pofieffion of mifs’s
charms, fuch as they were, could beftow.
Thefenior and junior relations of mayoral
dignity foon after fet out with the efquire
for the houfe of Etterick. ;
Major Hamilton, meanwhile, aftes
having fpent the deftined time in York-
fhire, rejoined his regiment, then quar~
tered at Berwick and adjacent towns,—
The remainder of the fummer and the
followmg winter he and his lady paffed
in the county of Northumberland. The
time now approaching, that was to ren-
der her a mother, Eliza anxioufly withed
to repair to the vicarage. The major,
procuring a fhort leave of abfence, ac-
companied her thither, and foon after
(March 22d, 1765,) fhe prefented him
with a. fon and heire In due time the
: E 4 infant
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infant was chriftened by a neighbouring
clergyman, whillt his grand-father, being
fponfor, gave to him his own name of
William., Mrs. Hamilton having re-
folved not to delegate to another the
duty which fhe found heifelf able to dif--
charge, it was agrecd that the vicarage
thould continue to be her chief refidence,
while fhe fuckled little William ; and as
the regiment was now removed to York,
- that the major fhould fpend, at Brosher-
ton, all the time that he could fpare
from profcﬁional duty.. As thefe vilits,

dcpendmg in fome degree on contin-
gences, were nexther fixed as to time,
nor certain as to duration, they en-
hanced the impaflioned affcction with
which the hufband and wife regarded
each other, and thelr litle boy. Whilft
the mother, in the father’s abfcncc,
traced his beloved features in the fon,

fhe could not help reﬁcftmg, that the
cau(c
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caufe of their frequent feparauon wasthe’
performance of duties that might tear
. them much farther and longer afunder;
carrying her fancy to events not im-
probable, fhe often dwelt with anxious
tendernels on the likelihood there was
that Hamilton might be ordered abroad.
Peace, it was true, did not at prefent
* feem about to be foon broken,, but dif-
contents already ‘manifefted themfelves
" in America, and might become more -
ferious; fhould troops be requifite to
fupport the authority of government, no
regiment,, fhe thought,. was more likely
10 be felefted thag that of which her
adored hufband was a. member.—Thefe
‘confiderations tinged. the. love of Eliza
with a penfive foftnefs, that rendered her
‘more peculiarly interefting.. Her father,.
who divined the caufe of her uneafinefs,
‘aflured her,. that fhould any circumftance -
call his efteemed and valued fon-in-law
E§ (e
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to a diftant land, William fhould be his
care, and that no pains or expence, which
an income, though moderate not fcanty,
could afford, fhould be wanting to give
‘him an education becoming a gentleman
and a fcholar. The forebodmgs of Mrs.
Hamilton for feveral years proved un-
founded. After William was of fuffici-
entage and ftrength to allow her abfence,
fhe accompanied her hufband to the re-
gimental quarters, which, though they
frequently fhifted, were never farther re-
moved than Liverpool, Chefter, Shrewf-
bury, or fome other town within a hun- :
dred miles of her father and her fon.
Before William had reached the fccond
fear of his age fhe had brought him a
‘brother, and foon after he attained his
third fhe produced another boy. . Young
William by this time was aftrong, a&ive,
dprighcly little fellow, and the chief fa- -
vourite of his grand-father, who looked
1 Oﬂ
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on him as a kind of phenomenon, and
though only in his fourth year, began to -
teach him the firlt rudiments of litera-
b :
_Having about a year before rifen to
be lieutenant-colonel of his regiment,
Hamilton had fo clofely attended to the
troops that he procured a leave of ab-
fence for fix months, which he, with his
lady, fpent with the vicar, and in vigl-
lantly watching the opening underftand-
ing -and heart of their eldelt fon; and
from the acutenefs of his remarks, quick=
nefs and retentivenefs of his memory,’
and readinefs of his ingenuity, together
with the affe@tionate kindnefs of his dif-
pofition, all feen through the exag- -
gerating medium of parental partiality,,
regarded him as a furprizing inftance of
intelligence and goodnefs. Affe&ion,
however, did not fo much blind difcern=
ment as to prevent them from difcover-
e E6 ing

L
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ing that his temper was irritable and
fiery, that under the impulfe of anger he
would very readily do mifchief, though
he foon repented ; and they ftrongly re-
prefented to the vicar this defeét in the
child, and he promifed his efforts to its
" corre&tion. Hamilton now rejoined his
regiment, which was ordered to the
fouth of England, and did net for the
two following years afier find leifure. to
- revific his fon. William, during this
interval, made quick proficiency under
his grand-father ; ar fix years old began
his accidence, and at feven had made no
fmall progrefs in Corderins.  Be(ides the
~ old vicar he had another preceptor, who
as anxioufly fuperintended the efforts of
his bodily ftrength, as his grand-father
his mental improvement.  This was fer-
geant Maxwell, who inftruéted him in
boxing and cricket, as he bad himfelf
learned them in his youth, from Hamp-

: : fhire



[ 81

fhire and Suffex men, when quartered in
the fouth of England; and alfo procured
him the inftructions of young villagers,
_ eminent for the Yorkthire wreftling, and
efpecially for crofs buttocks. Under
his various tutors Willlam made fuch
advances that he had few matches of his
own age, ateither (rrammatlcal or gym=.
naftical exercifes. About this time the
vicar’s eldelt fon, after having held a.
fellowfhip at Cambridge for feveral
years, was prefented to a living 1n his
native country, near twenty miles from
his father’s houfe. ‘Huving, during his

~ refidence at the uniwerfity, been accuf-

. tomed to tuition, he propofed to add to
his income by eftablithing an acadeniy..
The vicar highly approved: of this plan,
propofcd to fend his young grandfon as
a {cholar to the new feminary. His fon-
in-law and daughter, who were now at
the vicarage; were greatly cclighted with
: ; this
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this fcheme, as they faw their boy, with
many excellent qualities, required much

ftricter and fteadier difcipline than was

adminiftered by his grandfather’s indul-

gence. The colonel’s regiment being

fpeedily to embark for Ireland, it was at

his inftance determined that young Ha-

milton fhould be immediately fent to

{ghool. The fecond fon of colonel Ha-
milton had died an infant, the third was,

. at the earneft entreaty of the vicar, left
to replace William. The youngeit

child, a daughter, ‘accompanied her pa-

rents. Mrs. Hamilton, with extreme

relutance, parted ftom her two boys;

 yet convinced that their refpective fitua~
tion was the ficteft that could be chofen

- for their feveral ages, bore it with forti-.
tude. She was now lefs uneafy on her

hufband’s account, than during the firft

appearance of American difcontent.— -

The conciliatory policy with which the
adminiftra-
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adminiftration of lord North had com-
menced, had already, in 2 great meafure, -
qmcted difturbances, and it was hoped
‘that meafures fo agreeable to the mild-
nefs of his charaéter would be uniformly
adhered to, and produce a total ceffation
of diffatisfaction. From thefe expc&a.
tions, fo gratifying to loyal and patriotic
politicians, Mrs. Hamilton drew an ins
ference conducive to private happinefs,
that the colonel would not be ordered to
America, Cherifhing thefe hopes, fhe
with the lefs regret took leave of her
father and children, whom, as the dif~
‘tance was comparatively inconfiderable,
the hoped ere long to havein her arms,
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) . CHAPTER IV.

Witriam Hamileon, the young hero of;

this true hiftory, Was..éight years of age.
-when he removed to his uncle door.
Wentbridge’s {chool, in the neighbour-

hood of Weatherby. That gentleman.

bcgan his feminary with a confiderable
profpe& of fuccefs, and among a good.-
number of pupils had feveral. boys of -
nearly his nephew’s ftanding.. William’s

genius, therefore, both quick and ftrong,
was ftimulated by emulation. His hte-_
rarycareer gavehisuncle very thorough fa-
tisfaction. Beforehe reached his eleventh
year, he was advanced to Cizfar and
Ovid’s Mctamorphofes, and at the head
“of a clafs of promifing fcholars ip the
various fchoolexercifes, Though in his
difpofition frank, liberal, and bold, asd
very popular among his {choolfellows,
: yet
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~ yet he continued paflionate ; his anger
being vented in violence where prowefs
could operate, but where valour was in-
applicable, convergingitfelfinto poignant
and fevere farcafm; infomuch that his
“uncle told the old vicar, William would
turn out a very clever féllow whatfoever
profeflion he embraced, but if he be-
came literary would moft probably be a
“fatirift.  The venerable clergyman was
plealed with the teflimony borne by his
fon to his grandfon's ability, butdeclared
his fincere with that the violence of his’
pafiions might be reftrained, and his far-
caftic efforts might berepreffed. Though
Dr. Wentbridge was no lefs defirous of
confining his nephew’s fatirical effufion
within the limits of moderation, he could
not always fucceed. There was at the
fchool an ufher of acute and vigorous
talents, but malignant in bis difpofition,
four and fneering in his manners, felfilh

and
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and avaricious in his condutt, extremely
~ ugly and coarfe in his appearance. It was
" cuftomary at the return to fchool after the
holidays for the fcholars to make aprefent
'~ to this perfon,and their treatment by him
was gener;illy found indulgentor rigorous,
according to the amount of the dona-
tion. Dr. Wentbridge had not thought
it neceflary, as he paid his teacher fuf-
ficiently himfelf, to make any addition
on account of his nephew. The covet-
ous pedant was difpleafed at this omif=
fion, and vented his refentment in.rigour
and infult to the boy as far as he durft,
without offending the mafter. Williamy
had once or twice complained of the
uther’s behaviour, but as Dr. Went-
bridge well knew the plaintiff’s irritabi-
Jity, and highly valued the defendant on
account of his preceptorial qualifications,
he, on rather a fummary inquiry, gave

judgment in the defendant’s favour.—
: The
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The ufher, encouraged by thefe acquit-
tals, had perfifted in perfecuting young
Hamilton. One . day the boy, now .
turned of twelve, having finithed an ex-
ercife, in which he had tranflated into
Englith verfe the ftorm in the firft
ZEneid, had betaken himfelf to Tom
Jones, which he was reading at his lei-
fure hours with a devouring eagernefs.
He had before pointed out parfon
Thwackum to his fchoolfellows, as the
reprefentative of Mr. Scourge, and the
uther, was not without an intimation
of William’s comments, but had not
a plaufible pretextfor venting his galls
Now perceiving that Hamilton was
engaged with this novel, while thofe
about him were occupied at their ex-
ercifes, he imperioufly demanded why
he was not at his tafk, The tafk is
finifhed,” anfwered the other, without

the reverential preface of, fir.—* What
ftupid
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_ftupid book is that you are reading,
firrah 2”—<«I'm reading no ftupid book,
it’s all very natural.— There, fir,” faid the
young dog, ¢ you will fee parfon Thwac-
kum is at laft found out by his mafter, and

* turned off.”—¢ What do you fay, you
{coundrel,” faid Scourge. ¢ Away, I
am no {coundrel,” replied the boy, ¢ but
parfon Thwackum was a fcoundrel, and
swas treated accordingly.”—The ufher
conflidering this remark as treafon, pro-
ceeded to fummary punifhment, ‘and it
would have fared hard with our hero,

~had not one of the young gentlemen,
who was ftronger then the ufher, inter-
fered, and fent another to the mafter,
requefting his immediate prefence. Dr.
Wentbiidge appeared ; at once malici-
ous and mcan Scourge preferred his
accufation. Wentbridge, not without a
knowledge of the difpofitions and"cha-
salter of his deputy, and who of late had.

difcovered
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: Logid
difcovered his acrimony againft William,
foon found out the real merits of the
cafe : but not defirous of lowering, in the
eyes of the fcholars, a teacher whom he
found extremely fuccefsful; he difmiffed
his nephew with a flight rebuke, but
fent for him into the parlour, and know-
ing he could depend upon his veracity,
though not on his temper, defired him
ingenuoufly to recount the whole circum-
ftances.  Thefe Hamilton very plainly
and fully explained. He confefied that,
enraged at the uther’s feverity, he had
compared him "toaparfon Thwackum,
« though, fir, I muft- confefs, when 1
faw him entering a complaint to you,
and trying to fimper and fmile while
" he is really fo rancorous; I thought of
. another part.”’—¢ What is that, fr?”
faid the do&or, pretending to fpeak
angeily = ¢« Why,. fir,” faid William,
who penetrated into his uncle’s real fen-
timents,
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* timents, ¢ that part in which Mr. Blifil,
trying to do mifchief, has one of thofe
grinning {neers, with which’ the devil
marks his beft beloved.”—Wentbridge
. could hardly avoid fmiling at an applica-
tion, which he could not help thinking
moft forcibly appofite, but conftraining
his countenance, moft feverely rebuked’
his nephew for fpeaking fo difrefpect-
fully of his teacher. = He did not, how-
ever, fail privately to expoftulate feri-
oufly with the tutor on his harfhnefs,
and charged him to abftain from it in
future. The ulher, who had a better
place than he could eaﬁly get anywhere
elfe, was lefs violent thereafter, and
though, perhaps, he hated the boy more, -
flogged him much lefs.

William’s time now paITed very plea-
fantly, and he proceeded in his ftudies,
makmg rapid proficiency. His father

and mother regularly corrcipondcd with
our



T5]
~our young hero, and derived high gra~
tification from his letters. :

About two years before the regiment
had been ordered to America, fo quickly
that they had not time to revifit Eng-
land, and embrace their children.  Our
colonel was activelyengaged in the battles
of Long Ifland, New York, and White-
plains, and deemed them all,'in decifiye
fuccefs, little adequate to Britith force,

valour, and efforts, He accompanied
lord Cornwallis in his victorious career
‘through the Jerfeys, and had no doubt
of capturing Philadelphia, when the
-cdmmandcr in chiéf, by recalling the,
victorious Britons, arrefted the pro-
grefs as it was about to be complete.—
He faw and regretted the diffipated
fcenes of New York winter quarters, but
fortified by prmcxp]e, and confirmed by
habit, remained uninfected by the de-
~ ftruétive contagion. leapprovmg of

7 plans, :
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plans “he was intrepid and fkilful in exe-
cution. Lamenting the late outfet of mi=
litary operations in the campalgnofx77,,;-. :
and the circuitous courfe of invafioh,
which poftponed active warfare till the
feafon for it was nearly expired. “When
the Britith army at length took the field,
colonel Hamilton was one of its ‘moft
valiant and fkilful leaders, At Brandy .
Wine and German town, he was parti-
cularly diftinguithed; he now hoped that
Britifh achievements, though tardy in
commencement, would be effeGtual in re-
fule. But prematurg departure from the
field completed the inutility of R-itifh va-
lour. Northern difcomfiture combining
with fouthern inefficiency, demonttrated
the conteft' to be henceforth hopelefs.
- Hamilton perccived with {orrow, the de-
bauchery, that unnerved Britith pxowcfS,
and with mingled pity and contempt be-

held the farcical pageantry of triumph
~ without
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“without atchievement, which terminated
inglorious command. The capture of
‘Burgoyne, and the obftinacy which con-
“tinued hoftile contention, after its obje&
was defperate, rendered large reinforce-

ments of troops neceffary. The levies

of néw regiments procured Flamilton

spromotion, which Jpermittcd him to re- :
turn to Britain wuh his lady and - his

~daughter,

Our hero was about fourteen years of
age when revifited by his parentss
‘comely, healthy, a&tive, and ftrong, and
1in his mental powers and acquirements

. far beyondimoft youths of fixteen, Both
father anc“mother were proud of fuch a

_fon, and anticipatedfuture eminence from
fopromifing talentsand accomplifhments.
As their fecond fon was now at the fame
feminary, a neighbouring boarding fchaol .

~ was commodious for the daughter. The
colonel and his lady fixed their abode in

VoL, 1. 5 ~ the



L os]

“the fame village. The venerable vicar of
Brotherton having for upwards of forty
years difcharged, without affiftance, the
duties of his truft, was, after he had
turned his feventieth year, prevailed on
to delegate the moft laborious part of his
fun&ion to a curate, and was thus able
to fpend much of his time in the houfcs
“of his fon or daughter.

Old Maxwell, though paft his grand
climaéteric, found no difficulty in walk-
ing twenty miles to vific thefe friends,
and efpecially to confer with the colonel
“on the military gperations. ¢ Pleafe
.your noble honour,” he would fay, L
~ think we have not done half fo much
againft thofe yankies 2s we did againft
fthe French, and yet, God be praifed,
Britifh foldiers have fought like——what

can I fay? Why, like Britith foldiers.
But their generals —— ; O Lord, your

honour, the ﬂxppery ground at White-
plains |
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plains would not have ftopped general
Wolfe ; the heights of Abraham were a
great deal fteeper. Some people change
by preferment. I remember at that
very place general ——, then a colonel, -
was one of the firft that got up the pre-
cipice. I muft fay,” continued the lo-~
quacious veteran, ¢ Fort Wafhington
: was a gallant feat. The defence of Qtte-
bec ‘was..vcry,iv,v,ell too ; and fo by G==d
was the attack. That Montgomery was -
. abrave fellow; from his name he muft be
a Scotchman by birth.  Poor Frafer too
‘—but I do not know how it was, there
- was a great deal of courage and valiant
fighting with no upfhot. We are no
nearer the mark than when we began.”
The colonel could not. help really coin-
~ciding .with fome parts of this criticifm,
though for, obvious reafons he did not
reckon it expedient to open his mind -

. without referve.
F2 Both
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Both the Mefirs. Wentbridge con-
<urred in cenfuring the execution of the
war, but carried their ftriGures alfo to
its plans and origin. - Hamilton as a mi-
litary man had lofty ideas of the fubmif-
fion due to government in every depart-
ment, politicalas well as military ; and
various dlfquxﬁtxons took place from a
dlvcrﬁty of opinion, fufficient to enllven
and animate converfation without cauf-
ing afperity of difpute. Our hero was
often prefent at thefe differtations; and
‘being permitted ‘to deliver his opinion,

_and infiruéted to fupport it with acute-
nefs and force, though with modefty and
‘candour, he greatly promoted the exten-
{ion of his knowledge, as well as the in-
vigoration of his powers, by thefe exer-
cifes. He was himfelf ftrongly inclined
to the whig fide, a reader of the newf-

- papers, and a profound admirer of

‘Charles Fox. He often expreffed the
: , delight
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delight he fhould feel on being the au-
thor of fuch fpeeches as were delivered
by that celebrated orator. His father
would anfwer, ¢ You may, if you have
merit enough. There are fome eminent.
men in parliament, who raifed them-
felves from a fituation no hloher than
yours,” Topics of this fort fometimes
led to confiderations refpecting the fu-
ture profeflion of our hero, efpccialfy
when he approached the age of feven-
teen, and acquired a degree of claffical
literature, as well as other kdowledge,
that rendered him fit for being fent toan -
univerfity., His grandfather reviewing
the happinefs which he himfelf had en-
joyed in a fequeftered life, and in the
vigour of his own contftitution hoping
for feveral years longer life, withed to.
fecure the reverfion of his living to his.
grandfon The doftor, who by long re~
fidence at college chiefly regarded aca-

£Q . -demic
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demic dignities and promotion, did not
doubt that the genius and erudition of '
his nephew. mlght rife to the higheft ap-
pomtments in' the univerfity, if not in
the church. He himfelf had by his col-
lege conneétions procured a living,,
formed his fchool, and lately obtained a.
more valuable benefice. He knew that:
a contented andunambitious temper only -
prevented him fromrifingftill higher, and
faw that Hamilton was of a much more
afpiring difpofition. T 'he colonel, much.
as he venerated the elder, refpected and
efteemed the younger Wentbridge, yet'
valued political miore than’ ecclefiaftical’
advancement, and defired his fon to rife’
in the ftate rather than the church.—
They all, however, agreed that he'
_thould fpeedily be fent to an utiiverfity s
and as Cambridge was beft known and
moft highly prized by Dr. Wentbridge,
that was the feminary chofen for young
Hamilton,
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Hamilton, and preparations were made
for his being entered of Trinity college. ;
Before William’s departure for the
univerfity, he unexpectedly became ac-
quainted with relations whom he had
never as yet feen. The laird of Et—
terick had, as we have recordﬂd return-
ed to the north, poffefling all the charms
of his Grizzle’s perfon, and the half
- of her twelve thoufand pounds, the old .
lady having retained the other during
life, a period which thc honeft laird could ‘
not help thinking very long. ‘Erterick -
had not all the fatisfa@ion in this con=
_netion that he had hoped ;—not that he
felt or had any reafon to feel jealoufy.
The amiable Grizzle had indeed had the
~ good fortune never to excite any mord1-
 nate defire: during her virginty the views
of her fuitors had been bounded by her
pockcts and fince her entermg - the mar-
riage-ftate, all men that faw her rcgarded
Ear her:
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her as having difpofed of the only-
temptation which had been ever in her-
power ; and the laird when in his cups,
fometimes wifhing to celebrate the won-
derful purity of his wife, would declare
that the was not only fingularly virtuous,
but that he would venture to fay no man
ever defired her to be otherwife. So
wrong-headed women are fometimes
found, that the lady did not relifh this
compliment, and no fubject was more
grateful to her than affertions that at
tempts had been made upon her virtue. -
The laird and fhe, after the honey-moon
was Over, were not extremely rapturous.
in their expreffions of affection. Some-.
 times, indeed, they fell into little fpar-
ring matches which temper the fweets of
‘connubial ecftacies. In thefe family-
pieces Mrs. Sourkrout would now and
then take a part. The chief fubjet of
difpute was the rank and‘confcquencc’;l;)f'
: : : A
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the refpe@ive " families, whether. the
daughter of a mayor or the laird of Et-
trick brought the greateft honour. This -
point was. frequently contefted with
warmth, and introduced a great variety
‘of narratives, of arguments, replies, and
rejoinders. The laird would mention the
many centuries during which the family
of Etterick had lafted, They had often
 been in the fuite of the earls of Douglas,
~and had been extremely a&ive in plun-
dering the Englifh borders. They had.
~ three boars’ heads for their arms:. from
~which it wasinferred by themfelves, that
their forefathers hid been intrepid and

fuccefsful hunters; whereas the detrac--

tors of the family derived thofe emblems.

from the will and bequeft of one of its ma- -

‘ternal uncles, who, having been an emi-
nent pork-butcher at Newcaftle, in leav--

“ing his wealth to a nephew, proprietor of -
Etterick,then much involved, had chofen

e to
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to annex to his legacy a condition re-
ferring to his own profeffion. To this
laft interpretation the lady would adhere.
The laird would farther affeverate, that
~ the familyof Etterick had from many ge-
nerations in its marriages kept to its own
rank; and that if he hada little demeaned
himfelf, he ftill thought Grizzle ought
to be fenfible of the promotion fhe had
received, and duly to value the alliance to-
which fhe had been raifed.—The lady’s
firft line of arguments by which fhe op-
pofed fo unwarrantable attacks on the
dignity of the Sourkrouts confifted of the
mayor and his i 1mportance, and corpora-
tion dinners and ele&ion balls, and the
mayoref§ partner to the chief candi-
date my lord Ethelwald Mercia, fon to
Edgar carl of Pentweazle, the Coun-
tefs of Coventry’s Minuet danced by
the faid lord and faid mayorefs. But

-~ if the ﬁrft line by the force of his charge
o did
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did not difcomfit the boars’ heads and"
the Etterick antxqmty, there wasa {’crong :
line of referve, commanded and with -
impetuous fury led on by Mrs. Sour--
krout herfelf, confifting of her uncle the
bithop. The laird of Etterick oughtto-
remember, that the lady who had ho-
noured him with her hand was great
niece to a fpiritual lord.. Was any of
his boars’ heads a right reverend father
in God ? could any of them fhew a mitre-
on their carriage ?—The laird, finding.
~his opponents more volable than him--
felf, at laft defifted from contefting the
point ; unlefs now nd then when he re--
turned from a conference with the par-
fon over Maggy Wood’s whifky-punch,
‘or from a meeting of juftices held to-
promote good morals and efpecially fo=
briety among the poor; or:from a Mon-
' day’s dinner after the adminiftration of;

the facramente. - .0
¢ F.G: With‘
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With thefe little interruptions they-
were not on the whole deficient in family
harmony, and Providence bleft their
‘loves with a daughter, who, followed by
no fifter and interrupted by no brother,
was deftined heir of the eftate of Exterick.
and the money of Sourkrout, both con-
fiderably increafed by the ceconomy of
ber parents. Mrs. Sourkrout: pafling:
- the fummer in Scotland- generally win-
tered ‘at her houfe in Doncafter : “ there |
the was at this time fituated. The laird.
not having for many years feen his bro-
ther, propofed to fetch the dowager, and
with-his wife and daughter to vifit the
colonel.  Accordingly they fet out, and
in due time reached the ‘abode of our
‘hego’s parents, The colonel and his
fon were abroad on a vifit; and Mirs.
Hamilcon, having completely forgiven
.~ the machinations of the quondant Mifs
Sourkrout, now received her with a cor-
'diality
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diality and kindnefs of a filter-in-law,
and was no lefs affe&ionate in her treat-
ment of the laird and their young Mifs.
The heirefs of Etterick was now about
fifteen years of age but a very forward
~ plant, combining- her father’s height
‘with her mother’s breadth and: rotun-
dity: the alfo inherited the maternal
locks with -a ruddy complexion and
- fanguine afpe@. Though father and
mother did not coincide in every
fubje@, they agreed refpeting Su-
key; both indulged her without re-
ftraint or moderation. The old lady,
though it muft Ye confeffed not very
prone to kindnefs, cherifhed this her
heir and reprefentative with more bound-
lefs fondnefs than even her parents
themfelves. Mifs Sukey was accultomed
to fpeak without referve whatever fhe
“thought or felt. She had not been half

an houn in. the houfe before the afked

Mrs.
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Mrs.. Hamilton if they had many fine-
young men about the place.? and whe~
ther her coufin William was not very
handfome ? The lady of the houfe

having fmiled without returning a direct

anfwer, fhe went on to an account of the

different gentlemen the knew, with an.

accurate defcription of their refpective

feg.{ures, face, height, and fhape. She

was ftanding by a window expatiating on

thefe fubjecs, and her aunt and mother

were fitting at fome little diftance, when

fuddenly ftopping and gazing out for

a minute the exclimed, < Good

Lord ! mother, what a lovely youth !

_but before the mother came to make
her obfervations, the young man was-

~out of fight. A few minutes after, co-
‘lonel Hamilton entered the room ;. and
after a very, affectionate meeting with

his brother, and paying his refpects to

his fifter-in-law and niece, he fent a fer-
3 L avank
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vant to the doctor’s to fummon his two-
fons. Henry, the youngeft, firft made-
his appearance ; a fine, ative, blooming
boy of fourteen, with the carelefinefs
about drefs incidental to boys before-
the ideas of commencing manhcod give-
them different fentiments.. Soon but not
immediately after arrived William, and:
was recognized by his coufin to be the
perfon whom a little before fhe had fo.
lavifhly praifed. William was now en~
tered the eighteenth year of his age, with
an animated,, expreflive, and engaging
countenance, above the middle fize,
well proportioned, °graceful, a&tive, and
mufcular, with a frank and manly addrefs,
and manners which, though they did
not amount to courtly. politenefs, coming
dire&tly, were more impreffive than the
moft ftudied refinement. His charms.
and accomplithments had already made

an impreflion on fome of the young:
Delias
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Delias who hadlearned, while perufe.
‘ing their prayer-book at church, to
take a gtance at the Damons, and with
foft eyes, pouting lips, and dimpling
- cheeks to indicate the bloffoming emo-
tions of nature. William however,
though fully fenfible to female charms,.
had not fixed his attentions-on any par-
gcular objéé’t ; or rather was the admirer
of every pretty girl he faw, and of her
moft whom he had laft beheld. Young
as he was, he moreover pofiefled a very
confiderable difcernment ;. and though
he might be pleafed fora time he could
not be long intereftéd, by any objeét that
did not add good fenfe and fenfibility to
beauty. His coufin, minding mere ex--
ternal appearance, was captivated at firft
fight with our young hero ; and having
been inftructed by her grandmother and
her old nurfe that a young lady of for-
tune is-to be baulked in nothing that fhe
may: .
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- CHAPTER. VI,

OUR hero arriving at Cambridge was
entrufled to the care of the head of a
college, the old intimate friend of his
uncle, and entered as a penfioner. Ha-
milton had carried with him a ftock of
claffical literature that equalled the pro-
ficiency of any cotemporary youth from
even Wefltminfter or the other great
fchools. - He alfo had made fome pro-
grefs in mathematicé. This happened
to be what Cantabs call a good year;:
among the frefh men there were a great
proportion of hard ftudents. Our hero
made one of the number, and made a.
diftinguithed figure in the various exer-
cifess. He excelled both in Latin and

Enahfh compofition.in profe and verfe,,
and.
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-and made feveral effays at poetry that.
difplayed a fancy both ftrong and bril-
liant. His fatiric vein, which grew with.
his age, was not unemployed. Enraged
againft Mr. Fox for coalefcing with
“a flatefman whom in the judgment
of Hamilton he had execrated fo juftly,
he for a time forgot his: attachment to-
the tranfcendent orator, and wrote a
ludicrous poem in the meafure of Ha-
milton’s Bawn, containing a brilliancyf
and force of imagery with a fatiric poi-
gnancy not unworthy of a Sheridan.
This eflay was the more highly relithed "
* at Cambridge becautk it fided with Mr.
Pite, the proud political boaft of that
univerfity. But thele fportive exercifes.
of his genius were far from chiefly em-
ploying the talents of our youth. Ac-
cording to the inculcations of his pre=
ceptors, and the example of the moft

* admired ftudents, he applied himfelf with
peculiar
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peculiar vigour to mathematics ; and.
as he approached the year of his gradu-
ation, was farther ftimulated by the
hopes of academical honours. He alfo
added metaphyfics on a more extenfive
fcale than is ufual at Englith univer(ties,.
and did not negle ethics and political
ceconomy. He imbibed the high fpiric.
of liberty which Cambridge breathes,.
was a bold and conftitutional whig,
and a great friend to Sinith’s - doc-
trines. of free trade. He approvcd
greatly of Mr. Pitt’s principle of com-
mercial politics, the expediency of ex-
~ changing furplus for fupply; and wrote
in one of the periodical publications an.
effay on the Irith propofitions, which.
was very highly valued by both par-
ties, both for the vigour of reafoning.
and eloquence of impreflion. Some of
his academical friends, to whom he:

communicated this production, ftrongly,
adv1fe¢
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advifed him to fuperadd the lighter
‘graces of rhetoric; and by their advice
‘he read Cicero, Quintilian, and Blair.
‘This laft work was the fubje& of his
ftudies during one of the vacations while
‘he vifited his friends in Yorkfhire.

There he pafled about two months,
delighted and aftonithed them by his
powers and attainments.. ‘Care had be¢h
beftowed on his accomplithments as
well as his erudition. His mother faw
with pleafure he was the ‘beft dancer at
Doncafter ball. His father having ‘in-
troduced him to the officers of his ‘own
corps -quartered at Leeds, he ‘was uni-
verfally allowed to be one of the fineft
men on the parade. Old Maxwell
- vowed that he ought to be at the head
- of the grenadier company. The young
farmers acknowledged that at foot-ball,
wreftling, and cudce]-playmg, ‘young
Mr. Hamilton was a match for any man
in
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§n the Weft Riding. The young dam-.
fels bore witnefs to the handfomenefs of
his face, the fweetnefs and fpirit of his
eyes, and the finenefs of hjs figure; not
forgetting the charmingnefs of his dan-
 cing. William him(elf; though fenfible
of thie power of beauty, was not {mitten,
at leaft deeply, by any young lady.
¢With very confiderable fenfibility, he had
little of the delicate and fentimental : he
liked a pretty girl when he faw her, and
another pretty girl when he faw. her;
but without being the votary of lan-
guifhing and pining love.

His coufin Sufan had not yet forgotten
her fiweetWilliam, as fhe ftyled him. Not
‘but that the had flirted with a cornet of

horfe, a lieutenant of marines, the young
 laird of Mofpaul, and fome others of lates
* She had from being giddy taken rather a.
ferious caft, and it feems from the fol-
~ Jowing caufe. One’ Roger O’Rourke, 2

native
e



L 119 ]
mative of Carrickfergus, had come to,
Edinburgh to puth his fortune, with one
‘coat, one fhirt, one fiddle, and no pair
of breeches, and had been employed as
a performer by a dancing-mafter. Being
himfelf a ‘mufcular a&ive fellow and a
capital hand at an Irifh jigg, in fummer,
‘when his mafter’s bufinefs was flack, he
refolved to try his hand, or rather his legs,
in delivering inftruétions himfelfthrough
country villages. In the courfe of his:
itinerancy, he had arrived at Etterick,
and had the honour to give leffons to
‘Mifs, in order, as the laird phrafed it, to
keep her in exertife: The following
winter he had been'induced by a female
acquaintance to vifit the Methodift cha-
pel, where, as this friend inftruted him,
_ he would hear the choiceft doétrines for
poor frail finners. O’Rourke foon be-
- camie a'convert to, hich he found
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‘tered into a compromife to f{wallow alf
their articles of faith and keep to his
“own articles of pra&ice. Being a fel-
low of lively fancy, an enterprizing and
. adventurous difpofition ; he having
during that winter heard the fermons,
joined in the private devotions, partaken
of the love-feafts, given and received
the holy kifs, experienced the commu-
nion of faints, in fhort, ferved the ap-
prenticefhip of Methodifm, he determin-
-ed to fet up as a journeyman, and the fol-
lowing fummer to have two ftrings to
his bow,—dancing and preaching. ‘Qur
ftrapping miffionaty fet out and was not
long a vifiting the manfion of Etterick ;
but with his drefs and appearance very
greatly changed. For ' whereas in the
former year, he had been a fmart fellow,
with a bonnet and green ribbon, a fhort
- green coat, tartan waiftcoat, and tfow-
fers, ;he?ihadi)o-w ‘a floyched hat, a.com-

Fad v TheN  plete
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Lady’s Kirk ; and, finally, fhe had quar-
relled with the parfon of her own parifh,
becaufe he had given fhelter to a fer-
vant whom fhe had been pleafed to
_ buffet and difcharge, though.not in the
wrong. Being, therefore, not difinclined
to undergo converfion, fhe chid her
" daughter for tresting fo facred things-
lightly. Suke, having reconfidered the
‘matter, reflected, that, though the out-
~ ward mean was different, the inward was
the fame ; fhe even complimented him
on the change; in his trowfers, the faid,
he had looked too rodufions, in his
.blacks he was more genteel. Under
this inftruétor Mifs Sukey made.rapid
- progrefs in grace; fhe had learned all
the fpiritual terms, and had read Whit-
field’s and many others® Sermouns, and,
through the miniftry of the fervent Ro-
ger, had very nearly reached the goal of
* female
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one obJe& the faw the expreffion was
much more animated . towards feveral

. “obje&s than to herfelf.  The third day,

fhe obferved our hero very earneftly
ogling a fmart young milliner that came

‘to the inn with preparations for the

enfuing ball, and that as fhe’ left the
room William went out alfo ; foftly fol--
lowing them to the ftairs, Mifs faw them .
meet, and William beftow on her a kind

carefs not unlike Roger O’Rourke’s

- kifs of joy. Though various opportuni

ties had offered, he had never made the -
leaft advances to fuch a fieédom,'_w‘ith
Mifs' Sukey. After a minute the fair
companion of Hamilton caught a view
of the li&eher, and hurried away.  Ha-

~ milton, who had not feen her monve,'
- haftened after her to the ftreet; Mean-

while Mifs Sukey retired to confult a
favourite {ervant who had followed them

by the ftage-coach 5 fhe was direced ©0
' watch
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watch the motions of the dreffer of capé
and her fuppoled admirer, which fhe
could the more eafily do as the had feen.
both without being known to either.
‘Betty, executed her commiflion, and ob-"
ferved both at a {mall diftance in a lane
that opencd to a large garden belonging
to the inn.  This intelligence fhe com-
municated to her young mxﬁrefs, and
they fet out ‘to reconnoitre. As the
oalden was full of buthes and trees, it
was not difficult to fee without being
feen, or to hear w1thout being heard '
Hamilton ‘was a young | man of honour
and principle, and’ cnnfequent]v could 7
" not deliberately plan the feduttion ofan.
inhocent female, nor even mrentmnmlly‘
engage her affcétions and fo diftrels her
heart: but he was by no means averle to
intrigues,- when he conceived the objeét
‘hot to come under that defcription.

" Jenfty Collings, the daughter to a Shef-
o G5 . field
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field manufaéturer, after having been an
apprentice in her native town, was now
afliftant to one of the chief milliners in
Doncafter. - She was a pretty lively girl, '

with what are called roguith eyes; fond

of admiration, thoughtlefs, giddy, with
no little appearance of levity. Hamil-
ton had repeatedly feen her, and, from
per volatile manners and appearance,
- had formed a conjefture that really did
not do her juftice. ' Under that impref-
fion he at firft addreffed his glances,
which the, pleafed with the attention of
' fo fine a youth, had fo returned as to
- ‘convey a different tmpreflion from that
which fhe intended, and to confirm him
‘in his opinion. He had taken an op-
portunity before that morning of figni-
fying his attachment not doubting that
the perfectly underftood its nature and
obje&. She encouraged his advances

by a repetition of her unouardc.be-
~ hav1our,
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haviour, and in this difpofition they now .
met as before feen and reported by Betty,

- Our hero and his compamon had ar-
erCd atan alcove at a remote part of the
garden, and were engaged in converfa- -
tion, mingled with that dallignce which,
favoured by opportunity, is between the
{exes fo dangeroufly progreflive ; when
Mifs Sukey and Bet pofted themfelves
behind the recefs, to explore the fecret

tranfattions between the partdes,  The
lovers were wound up to a very in=
terefting  pitch, and poor Jenny was
about to' pay the price. of her levity,
when her guardlanﬂangel _affuming the
fhape of a female actuated by curiofity,
faved her from the impending danger. -
Both Betty and Mifs Sukey had heardthe
‘enraptured whlfpermgs of ardent attack, -
the foft fighs and 1mpcrfc& repulfes of -
feeble and yielding defence, when Mi il

Sub' efpieda cranny in the fummer- °
‘houfe,
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‘houfe, through which fhe did not doubt
fhe might more thoroughly afcertain
fa&ts. Bending forward over a bufh to
* reach this place of contemplation, and,
in her eagernefs, not minding her ba-
lance, fhe fell plump againft the boards
into the bufh, and fet up a fcream. The
lovers haftily withdrew, and Jenny had
time to recolle¢t her many engagements
_for the day to the various belles of Don-
cafter, to decorate and equip them for
the important evening. . She hurried
home without adverting to the perils
which fhe had avoided.” Hamilton
having parted withehis companion be-
took -himfelf to the place whence the
interrupting voice had iffued, and there
met with Mifs Sukey and her attendant.
l\{Iifs, totally unufed to diffimulation,
poutéd and frowned. Betty, with the
pert flippancy apd confequential felf-

importance of a waiting-maid e '
/ ' fhto
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; into confidence, firft afked what he had
done with his {fweetheart, and then, put- ;
ting her hand in her ﬁde and elevating
her face, declared that a gentleman fuch
as he oft to be athamed of himfelf for
keeping company with Jich nafty low
'~ trollops; Hamilton walked on asif un-
confcious to what circumftance the fage
remarks of Madam Betty had alluded.
Mifs Sukey and Mrs. Betty having re-
‘turned to the houfe, the pin-ficker ex-
~ patiated with great feverity on the’
wickednefs of Hamilton, and finally de-
clared him totally unworthy of the regard
~of her young lady.o®¢ Ah ! my dear Mifs
Sukey, were I to give my humb!c opi-
" pion, I think he is nothing to come into.
compolifom with Mr. O’Rourke. Mr.
~ Roger is both more taller and more pro-
perer’s he has the fear of God before his
eyes, he s in a fate of grace, and is

m‘wcr the beft buglt, beft thouldered,
2 and’
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and beft limbed man one can fee ina
~ fumimer’s day ; he is confarned for the
- good of your foul.  If you had feen him
how grievoufly he took to it when. you
went away without once fpeaking to hxm,
~ you would have bepitied the poor youth.

Were I as you, Madam, 1 would give
‘over all thought of your ungrateful
coufin. and give my mind up to Mr.
O’Rourke. He converted you to a
ftate of grace, and enlightened you y with.
the knowjedge of the gofpel. He
would be a lovi‘no and a cherithing
hufband, - and not be running after fuch
gilflirts under your (nofe.” Betty was
not altogether difinterefted in this praife.
Roger, by his piety and other qualifica-
tions, had made a very deep impreffion
upon this young woman. He had pro-
tefted to her that fhe was the real ob-
je& of his affe&ion, and that his atten~ |
tions to Mifs Sukey were only "beﬁ(*d
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on her account. Roger’s Methodifm,
like that ef many others, admitred a
- very great laxity in moral pratice and

the duties of focial life, Betty, who had
already given him' every teftiimony in
her power of her love and affetion,
defired his promotion and aggrandife-

ment; and was not without the hopes

that he might marry the heirefs of Et-

terick, while the might in private fhare

with him' fome of the benefits of this

affinity.  Befides remote views, fhe was
| not without the apprehenfion -of more
urgent circumftances, which for the con--
“venience and welfare of her and bers

required an addition to the worldly fub-
ftance of Mr. Roger O’Rourke. Shé,
therefore, very anxiou_ﬂyéndfavoured to
detach Mifs Sukey from Hamilton. The
difappointed affe@ion and pride of Mifs
\" Sukey co-operated with the inftances of

: l\b Betty, and the cold deportment of
Hamilton



L x36. ] |
Hamxlton at the ball conduced power-
fully to the fame purpofe. - Our hero
had no motive to pretend fcntlments a,nd
affeétions which he did nor feel. "He
was difgufted wich Mifs’s appearance and
general demeanour ; and not knowi.ng, ,
beca}ufé not regarding, her fentiments
towards himfelf, he had imputed the ad-
‘ venture in the garden to the influence
of prying and impertinent curloﬁty, and:
had from that time treated her with an
undifguifed contempt, which thofe who;, -
| moft deferve can leaft bear.—Mean-
while he continued fo beftow attention
on Jeany Collings, and they had fre-
quent private interviews. Hamilcon did
not intend to feduce,~—Jenny did not in=
tend to be feduced ;—but the refult was
* the fame as if there had been the deep=
‘eft .premeditation on either fide. So
true it is that inftances occur in the hif~
tory of love as well as of polirics in
; ~ which
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peaceable enough when fober, are prone
1o fight when heated with liquor: fuch
ought to abflain from too plenteous liba-
tions, There are, likewife, many ex-
tremely well difpofed young women, .
who yet are not to be trufted with the
no lefs intoxicating beverage of moon-
light walks, or even daylight excurfions
through fields and woods, - Though
there may be no particular plot formed
“againft innocence and = happinefs, yet
nature and paffion have contrived a ge-
neral plot, which, carried on in fuch =
fcenes and by fuch a&ors, rarely fails
- to produce the caraftrophe. As, alas!}
all the human race is frail, the beft and
wifeft of moral fyftems has ftrongly incul-
cated, that the fureft means of avoiding
vice is to keep from tempration. Chaf-
“tity may  be conﬁdered as a garrifon,
which may ftand a very long fiege, may
either repulfe the aﬁ”allam or make terms

of -
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the terms which they defire.  But, per-
haps, the moft frequent mode of capture
s furprize ; the outpofts are unguarded,
the centinels are afleep; a reconnoitring
party, which has approached the fortrefs -
without any thoughts of a capture, is
invited by this obvious carelefinefs to
- make the attempt, and carries the caftle
before any alarm is given. Let my
* youthful readers of the fofter fex attend
to thefe admonitions: let them  not
~truft too much to their own ftrength :
their fureft firength is the caution of
confcious wezknefs, Let parents and
guardians not onlyefupply the garrifon
with flores of principles, but ftrongly
line all the approaches to firuations from
‘which thofe principles might be blown .
S ups and'.tak‘e fpec{al care firmly to fe-
cure the cutpofts : then they may avoid
the fortune of Jenny Collings, who fella
_ yicim, not to the defigns ‘of‘f an encrr;y,'
L ‘ ut















[ 451
~ O’Rourke was naturally a fagacious
fellow, with 2 great deal of verfatility
and addrefs. He could  become all
things to all men. He took an oppor-
tunity of accofting the laird one after-
noon in the fields, and beftowed many
encomiums on his fkill in farming, The
laird, who, as-O’Rourke was a favountc
with the higher powers, did not chufe to
behave uncivilly at firft, liftened to hun
with mdxﬁ'erence, but, as O’Rourke hit
_ his favourite fubjeés, at laft, with com-
placency, He had defcanted on the
excellence of a field of wheat then
ready for the fickle, and they had walked
along a path by its fide, when they ar-
rived at a ftile within view of which
was the ale-houfe, the fcene of the laird’s
evening amufements.  Etterick, fuppo-
fing that they muft now part, paid his
companion a compliment, faying,
“ Really, Mr. O’Rourke, you have
VOL. I, H more
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" more fenfe than I thought you had,
and I think you and I may be better

friends than we have been, but don’t

- you now tell at home that you faw me -
going towards Wood’s.” ¢ So far from

that, pleafe your honour,” faid O’Rourke,
<¢ that if you will allow me I will attend
you, but it is for the honour of your
gompany, and not for the liquor. * Al
though I muft fay I fee no harm in a
cheerful glafs with a friend.” « I chought,
Mr. Roger, you would think it contrary
to religion.” ¢ Oh, notall. Our reli-
gion minds higher things, faith and
grace ; but is not fo ticklith as to mind

a little drop ‘of whifky.” ¢ Whifky is
. good,” replied the laird,” ¢ but rum is
better ;” ¢ and fo thinks myfelf, pleafe
your honour.” By this time' they were
arrived, and the laird’s ufual companions
being engaged at the harveft, they had

the parlour to themfelves. The firlt
bowl
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when the evening bell rang for prayers,
which ever fince O’Rourke’s refidence
in this manfion had been regularly per-
formed, at ftated periods, by the whole
family, befides their private devotions.
O’Rourke was fomewhat ftartled at
this found, as the punch .was excellent
and the bowl nearly full ; but being a
‘ready-witted fellow, he immediately dif-
patched a note to the lady, informing
her that he had met his honour ; that
the finger of God was evident in the
~ meeting; and that he was in a blefied con-

dition of converfign. He had got the
effe@ual calling, and wanted only alittle
fillip more of the fpirit of the gofpel,
to make his eleGtion fure ; that in a fhort
time he would prevail on him to come
home, and join in the evening exercife.
Having fent off this epiftle, our apoftle
gave up Molly Mog; and, to put the

laird-
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 faird in a right frame, expatiated on the
~ joys of heaven and the terrors of hell.
At this laft fubject he declared, that fin-
ners who did not repent, that is to fay,
betake themfelves to faith and grace,
would be burned by the devil until they
were as black as the fkin of a roafted
potatoe.  And come, here’sa bumper to
your honour’s falvation, and I fhall be, .
glad at time and place convanient to
lend you a lift. Yow're in a bleflcd
difpofition, and if you keep to it you’re
fure of getting to heaven among the
faints and the pretty little angels; and
heaven, let me tell you, is as fine a pléce
as the Curragh of Kildare, or the lake of
Killarney itfelf.”” < Yes,” anfwered the
laird, with true Caledonian gravity, it
is a blefled manfion, where God grant
we may arrive with due fpeed.” ¢ Oh,”-
replied Roger, ¢ there’s no hurry.”
The laird now whiftling, the landlady

WL made
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mace her appearance. The laird in-
quired what was to pay, and being in-
formed, ordered anotherbow, oblerving
that it was an eftablithed rule of the
houfe never to pay the reckoning over
an empty bowl. ¢ And a very good
rule it is,” faid the faint: < but as we are
in hafte, I think we had better have
Mrger glaffes.”” Mrs. Wood having
joined the company, Roger inquired
- into the ftate of her religion, and finding
her rather a ftray fheep, undertook for
her guidancé, declaring that his heart
warmed to {o comely and handfome a
.woman, and that nothmc in his power
thould be wanting for her converfion.
His honour being gone on a little before,
~ the fpiritual guide faluted the dame with
a holy kifs, overtook his comrade, re-
turned to the manfion-houfe, and prayed
with even more than ufual fervour. The

laird joined moﬁ ﬁnccrcly ; and, bating
that

!

.
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that he fell afleep and fnoared in the
* middle, went thrb’ugh with becoming
zeal. The ladies would have rebuked
him for this mufical accompaniment,
but his friend Roger took his part; re-
prefenting that fome allowance muft be
made for a novice. They now fatdown
" to fupper. Our apoftle read a lecture:
tpon temperance, not long,—as it only
lafted while he eat a couple of pounds
of minced collops, with onions and po-
tatoes in proportion: he drank another
tumbler, and having recommended him-
felf to the private prayers of his feveral
difciples, he retired’ to his own apart-
ment, and was at the ufual tune vifited
by the punctual Betty,

The next day he met the laird, at-
tended him to the former place of fpi-
ritual communion, and in the courfe of *
a week made him a complete convert’_
The converﬁon of the landlady was ftill -

‘H4 - fhorter 5



kgl
“fhorter; nor were other profelytes want
ing on whom his pef{ﬁaﬁves had equal
mﬁvence {o that the preachmg coal-
heaver himfelf never in fo fhort a time
thot more finners into the cellar of re-
fpemame, than this worthy inftructor
“Roger O’Rourke. \
Having thus eftablifhed the holinefs
ofmethodifin throughout Etterick and"
its dependencxes, Mr. O’Rourke now: -
began the improvement of his do&rmes.
He made ardent love to Mifs Sukey,
though generally arrayed in fripture
 phrafeclogy. ¢ Come, kifs me,” he
would fay, ¢¢ with the “kiffes ofthy lips, for
thy love is fweeter than wine.” It was
at length concerted between Mr. Roger ‘
and les Sukey, that they fhould be
privately married iz the fight of heaven s
Mifs did doubt that her influence with
her parents, added to. the influence

of Mr. Q’Rourkc and his” methodifm,
& mxgh&
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might reconcile them to the conneions
The paftor was parr]y of the fame Opl-
nion, but 1eferved to himfelf the pri-
vilege, thould he be deceived, of de-
camping and leaving his prefent feraglio
‘of faints, preaching the new ljghf in
. other parts, or betaking himfelf to fuch
other calling as might beft fuit his pur-
pofés. Acgordmgly the nuptials were
concluded in the manner agreed.
. Inafew chks Mr. O’Rourke, having, -
now brought himfelf into very high
favour with the father, mother, and.
grandmother, ventured to difclofe his
paffion for Mifs ; angl, addrefling himfelf
to their worldly as well as their heavenly
feelings, affured them he was a gentle-
~ man born, and next heir to a great eftate, -
which he fhould poffefs as foon as his
two coufing and their refpedtive fons
and -daughters fhould be in the duft.

Although this reverfionary profpe& wag
H§ {omewhat

§

o
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fomewhat diftant, yet it was a great com:
forttothelaird, that Mr.RogerO’Rourke
was a gentleman. Mrs. Sourkrout and
her daughter had alfo the fatisfaition to
learn that Mr. O’Rourke’s great grand-
father by the mother’s fide had béen a
~ bifhop ; and though it is true he had
been popifh, ftill he had a title to wear
* a,mitre on his carriage. Thefe confi-
derations having all the evidence in their
favour which the teftimony of the nar-
rator could beftow, made a deep im-
preflion on the worthy faints, and com-
bined with their evangelical {ympathy
in inclining them to admit the fuit of
this holy gentleman. Ere long they
agreed to his propofals, and the mar-
riage was duly folemnized. The bride-
~ groom having a dafh of vanity, deter-
mined to publifh this alliance in the newf-
papers, which he did in the following

terms, involving in them an allufion to
‘ fome
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fome of his former avocations.—*¢ Yefe.
terday was married in the holy bands of
matrimoney, the Rev. Roger O’Rourke,
alias Roger O’Rourke, efq., to. Mifs
. Sufan Hamilton, the only daughter of-
" Duncan Hamilton, efg. by Grizzle his
wife, to the great joy of the ancient and
honourable families and parties con-
farned.”—Thhis notification the prmtqr‘
took from the copy /Jiteratim and fverq:"
batim. ‘The nuptials being concludcd
the family, comprehending this. new
member, returned to Etterick, excepting
Betty, who pxocured leave of abfence,
being, the faid, gomg to vifit her parents

in the north.

g
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CHAPTER VILI. .

Brroreall thefe affairs were brought to
the clofe which we have recorded, our
~hero was returned to ‘Cambridge, to pre-
pare for hxs enfuing graduation. He re--
newed his mathematlcal ftudies, but
fometimes could not help reflecting on
poor Jenny Collings more than either Sir
Ifaac Newton or Maclaurin, The exer-
tion of his‘.faculties, however; and not
defponding regret, were the means by
which he could make any atonement.—
- The intenfenefs of his former application
had now rendered only revifion necef-.
fary.. The important period arrived, he
ftood the various contefts, and attained
 the honour of fenior wrangler, the higheft
“that a bachelor of arts can reach, and
WnS
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- was generally efteemed one of the ableft
and moft promifing young men that
Cambridge had raifed for many years.

He now fet out for London, where his
father had intended he fhould be brought -
up to the law. He was accordingly en~
tered at Lincolns Inn, and began the
ufual courfe of ftudies. He had not
been long in his new fituation, when ene”
morning, fitting ruminating on his future
profpets, a gentle knock was heard at
the door ; he opened it himfelf, and a
female fainted in his arms. Inftantly re-
cognizing Jenny Collings, he carried her =
into his apartment, and at length brought
her to herfelf. Having recovered her
recolletion, fhe gently reproached him
for his omiffion, in having fuffered a
whole month to pafs fince he left Cam-
bridge, without writing to her. Hedea -
clared hc had written to her twice, and
was
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was much furprifed he had received no
anfwer,  Where did ‘you addrefs to
me 2”’— « At Doncafter, to be fure: I
wrote to you, my dear Jenny, that I
hoped I fhould in a few weeks have af-
fairs properly arranged for receiving you
here.”—¢ Good God,” faid fhe, ¢ I
dare fay our letters have been opened,
and ‘every thing difcovered, which I
hoped to conceal. I wrote to you laft
from Sheffield, having, as I before men-
tioned, bade adieu to Doncafter.” Ha-
milton having declared he never had re-'
ceived the intelligence ; he now inquired
tenderly into her advgntures and fitua-
tion. She acknowledged with a faint
bluth and downcal eyes, that in the
fubjeét of his anxious interrogatories,
which fhe had never anfwered, his ap-
_prehenﬁons had been but too well found-
ed. ' Confcious of her condition, fhe had

with a broken heart commumcated it to
= hen



B Esol |
her widowed mother, whofe chief hope
the had been. Mrs. Collings, borne
down by former afilictions, had not once
reproached her for the grievous addition
which her conduct had made; and by
her forbearance had cut her to the heart.
« [ have,” faid Jenny, ¢ two younger
fiters, to whom fhe intended me as an
example, and hoped I would be a fup--
port. Iknow the muftlook on meas ha- -
ving blafted all her expectations. Two
days ago fhe came into the room where -
we were, and looking at us alternately, -
burft out into a fit of crying, which tore
my very foul. I chought her tears and
fobs a reproach tome. I could not bear 4
them. I left the room, went to my own,
and refolved to feek my fortune in the
capital. I had fix guineas hoarded up,
from different prefents of relations, and.
alfo of ladies who were pleafed with my
attention to their orders. I left the half

o inclofed
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inclofed in a farewell letter to my mo=
ther, and with the reft fallied out una-
obferved to the office of a ftage coach, -
that paffed about that time, found a feat,
and this morning arrived in town,—
Knowing from yourfelf that you were to
be in Lincolns Inn, I hurried hither.”
<« My deareft Collings,” faid our hero,"
« whatever I can do to atone for the in-
jury, and to gratify affection, thall be per-
formed. My means are not great, but
I truft they will increafe. I underftand
there is a confiderable market for literary
efforts in this place ; I am net without
hopes of rifing by fuch exercifes ; and
my dear Jenny fhall fhare all the fruits
of my labours,” ¢ Mr. Hamilton,”
_ faid the young lady, ¢ in what way you
" mean that propofal, I am very anxious
to know : in one way, in my rank, and
after my indifcretion, I cannot flatter my=
felf it is intended; in another, though
my

/



[ non |

my conduct juftifies it, ill T am grieved
that you fhould make fuch an offer.”
Here fhe burft into a  paroxyfm of afflic-~
tion, exclaiming in hyfterical fhrieks:
I am ruined, but will not be your
miltrefs.”  Our hero, tenderly affeed,
difavowed any fuch intention, and, with a
high fenfe of retributive juftice, and of
‘compaffion for a misfortune caufed by
himfelf, went farther than in the calm
moments of prudence he would have
propofed, and actually declared that he
would by marrlage atone for the evil.
Mifs Collmgs anfwered, ¢ No, fir, am
charmed to find tRat the man whom I
have trufted fo far beyond the bounds of
prudence and haonour fhould prove him-
felf worthy of any truft that can be
honourably repofed in; but I will not
avail myfelf of a generofity that would be
ruinous to yourfelf. Poor Jenny Col-

hngs, the daughter of a low]y mechanic,
/ fhalk
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fhall not be the wife of the noble gentle-
man that the doats on.to diftraion. I
know my own bufinefs well, and can by
it earn the means of fubfifting myfelf,
and lending aid ‘to my mother and her
orphanchildren. Mr. Hamilton, I love
you too well to hear an offer dictated by
pity, or at beft the feeling gratitude of
a kind heart.” ¢ No, upon my foul,”

faid Hamilton, ¢ ’tis love forsthe wo-
man who poffefles fo many charms, and,

- highett of them all, fuch an aﬁ"ef’tlon for :
my{elf.”

Soothing fpeeches and carfffes unbent,
in confiderable degreé, the refolution of -
Mifs Collings, and though fhe continued
firmly determined not to marry a youth
whom fhe regarded as the firft of human
beings, and deflined to arrive at the
higheft fitvations, yet fhe felc that fhe
could not exercife the fame firmnefs in .

refifting the repetition of former errors
She
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She was refolved not to live with him,
and even, if poflible, to eftrange herfelf
from his knowledge: but her purpofe
was not immediately executed. Several
days paffed, the tranfations of which we
fhall not particularize, but content our-
fclves with obferving, that nothing is,
more dangerous to the votaries of peni-
tence, than renewed intercourfe with the
partners of frailty. Poor Jenny, with
all her virtuous intentions, paffed the
chief part of her time with Hamilton.— .
One evening fhe expreffed an earneft in-
clination to fee the Fair Penitent. Our
hero attended her fo Drury-lane, where
the beheld the effeéts of indifcretion fo
ftrongly drawn by the poet, €xhibited
with fuch force and poignant effect,
doubly poignant to the confcious Cali/~ -
tas. Our fair penitent had never feen
Mrs. Siddons, and had no idea that
it was poffible for acting to approach fo
: near

!
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near to aéual life and feeling. In the
fcene between Califta and her parent, fhe,
in great agitation, exclaimed, ¢ That is
_ no aling, heavenly God, that is natural.”’
In the laft fcene her intereft was wound
up to the higheft pitch. When Califta is.
frantic, poor Collings was frantic.alfo;
when Califta died, Collings gave one
fhrick, and became lifelefs in her lover’s
arms. With much difficulty the recover-
ed her confcioufnefs, but not her perfect
recolle&ion, and gazing eagerly in our
hero’s face, and prefling him tofher
arms, fhe faid, « You are not Lothario,
I was undone by myfelf.” At length
entirely recovering the ufe of her reafon,
and becoming fenfible that fhe had ex-
pofed herfelf, fhe was extremely dif=
treffed, and begged immediately to re-
tire, and was condu&ed home to a ledg-
ing which Hamilton had provided in his

nelghhourhood There fhe was taken
very



[ 165 ]

very ill ; the confequence was, a very
premature change in her condition.—
Whiltt fhe was recovering, our hero,
aware that his finances could not eafily
bear this additional expence, without ad-
ditional refources, refolved to exert his
literary abilities, and to feel his way by
gr’aﬁuitous effays and newfpapers, and
had the fatisfaétion to fee that his per~
formances were received with flattering
approbation.  Underftanding that one
of the earlieft ftages of literary progrefs
wasd reporting debates, he offered his
fervices for that purpofe. His exertions
were received with applaufe, and pro=
cured him fo much emolument as to af-
ford his Jenny a country lodging, which
he thought neceffary for the re-eftablifh~
ment of her health, During her con-
valefcence Mifs Collings formed her
plans: ardent to adhere in - future to

the diGates of virtué, and knowing the
: : weaknefs
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weaknefs of her heart, fhe refolved to
withdraw entizely from her beloved Ha-
‘milton. She wrote her mother an ac-
acount of what had happened, and alfo
" to her late employer, at Doncafter, pray- -
ing an introduction to a correfpondent
in London, but defiring that the truth
fhould:be, fairly ftated, though confiden-
tially imparted. Her employer by re- °
~ turn of poft complied with her requeft,
fent her a letter to be delivered to an
eminent milliner in London, informing
her at the fame time, that fhe had by
another prepared. the lady for Mifs Col-
lings’s vifit. She agcordingly repaired
to the houfe of Mrs. Fathion, was kind-
Iy engaced and (that being on a Wed- -
nefday) appointed to come to the houfe
the following Saturday, and commence
her labours on the Monday.

It was now near the end of May, and .

~ our hero had eftablifhed, through his re-
porting



[ 167 ] ,
portirig exertions, fuch a character and
connection as infured him an engage-
ment for the next feafon, fhould it be
required; and he was preparing ‘on
a Saturday to vific his Collings, while
fhe at the very inftant was writing him
a farewell letter ;—when the poftman’s
knock called him to the door, and a
letter was delivered in his mother’s hand,
but hardly legible. Haftily opening i):,
he found thefe words: ¢ My beloved
William, your father is extremely ill, we
fear dangeroufly ;—lofe no time,—fpare
no expence,—come inftantly.”” Though
 the letter had no dase but Friday morn-
ing, it appeared to have been put into
the Doncafter poft-office, whence he .
concluded that they were now at Bro-
therton, and therefore trufted he would
reach them in four and twenty hours.
Having a credit on his father’s agent,

he went immediately ; in half an hour he
: ] # was

/
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- was on horfeback, for the fake of expe-
dition preferring that mode to a chaife.
- His father dying was the only idea pre-
fept to his mind, Leaving Liondon about
“twelve, in ten hours he reached Stam-
~ford ; where taking chaife during the
night,he met the dawning day at Newark,

- At Doncafter he found his father’s fer-
vant waiting with horfes, and learned
that he was {till alive and fenﬁble, and
calling every moment, * When do you -
expe&t my dear William:” Our hero
galloped without waiting to hear more,
to the vicarge, and arriving before nine,
found that his fathes was ftill alive, but .
that he had the gout in his ftomach, and
~ that the phyficians had very little hopes.
One, indeed, faid he thbught the pa-
roxyfms fomewhat abated, and that this
fit might leave him, but that he would be
fo much reduced, that another would

ccrtamly carry him off, ~ Our hero
having
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“¢he fit was over for the prefent, thoﬁgh
he apprehended a very fpeedy return.
The next morning the colonel was able
toleave his bed. Refuming the conver-
fation, with his fon, he opened to him the
whole ftate of his affairs, the difpofition
of his property, and ftrongly recom-
mended to him, his mother, fifter, and
younger brother. ¢ I know, my dear
fon, my refpite is only fhort, but itis
very fatisfactory to me, that it permits
me to unfold to the chief pride of my
heart, my thoughts, fentiments, pro-
fpes, and withes. To you, my eldeft
fon and reprefentatwe, I have left the
_half of a very moderate fortune, and
the other half divided between Eliza
and Henry. Your mother, during life,
is to have the half of the intereft of
the whole, befides the penfion which fhe
will receive as a colonel’s widow. ‘What
I have acquired will, if properly managed,
: : prevcnt/
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advantageous fituation in her profeﬁxonal
employment.  Our hero, who notwith-
ftanding his fuccefs ftill continued ex-
“tremely fond of Jenny, determined, as
foon as ke fhould return to London, to
difcoyer her abode.  Meanwhile the co-
lonel was able to walk out, and fora
fortnight appeared pretty well, His old
friend Maxwell told him he hoped his
honour had got a long furlough, and troft-
ed he would not be called haftily from his
family. The colonel fhook his head, and
. declared he had a very different opinion.
<« However,” he faid < with the affiftance
of my venerable father-in-law, I endea- .
vour to hold myfelf in readinefs.”
About this time the laird of Etterick,
having heard that his brother was ill,
haftened to pay "him a vifit, which he
had before intended, in order to confult
him on feveral affairs that gave him un-

eafinefs. =8
# % < s e MI‘. 5
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-'the parfon of the parifh, and by his ad-
vice made fuch a fettlement of his affairs
as would preclude Mr.O’ Rourke’s inter-
ference in any of his property. The
clereyman had gone to ‘Edinburgh to
have a deed for this purpofe properly -
and legally formed. Truftees were in-
tended, and the blanks left for their
names. The laird propofed that they
thould be his brother, nephew, an emi-
~ nent counfellor, and Mr. Kerr the clergy=
man.—An event long withed for, though
unexpected when it aGually happened,
interrupted the execution of this deed ¢
this was tEe death of the dowager, who,
after havmo fpent the evening very cheer-
fully over a rubber at whift, and afters :
wards very pioufly in prayers and medi-
. tations, and, laftly, very heartily overa
hot fupper, had withdrawn to her apart«
" ment ; where without any ceremony {he

departed this life about midnight. . Her
: : dauvh(cr
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home, was in no great hurry "to return ;
and, after frequent confultations with his
friends, inftruéted his counfellor in Edin-
burgh to r'Epair to Etterick, and inform,
his daughter, that for variousreafons he
was refolved that Mr. O’Rourke and he -
fhould not live in the fame houfe, that
a {uitable allowance fhould be made for
hpr eftabl 1ﬂ1mcnt, but that they muft re-
move immediately.  The lady of Et-
terick, in addition to her fpirit of ‘me-
thodifm, had recently very much addiét-
ed herfelf to the fpirit of brandy, and
was between both in a Ttate of perpetual
intoxication, and mcapable of attending
to -any bufinefs, When the intimation
“was given, O’Rourke declared he would
have no obje&ion to change. quarters,
but that he muft have the whole of Mfs.
" Sourkrout’s fortune, and half the eftate
- made over to him. The counfellor al-

‘mred him that there was no fuch inten-
' ; tsOﬂg
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tion, but that he would mform the lady
of the manfion and her daughter of the
' allowance which Mr. Hamilton of Et-
terick intended as a free gift to beftow on
Mrs. O’Rourke «Inform the lady of the
manﬁon"’ faid @’ Rourke, “inform a
~ ftupid old drunkard! tell me; Iam. the
" perfon chiefly concerned. I fhall accept
no lefs than I fzid, Mr. Counfellor, and if
‘I were by that ftupid old fool ogﬁflalrd
I would make him agree to my terms.”
The counfellor declining any farther con-
verfation upon the fubject, ‘O’Rourke
determined to fctaou; ,',l‘mmedxately in
queft of his father-in-law,- not doubting
but he would intimidate him to return
home, and agree to whatcvcr terms he

fhdéfg diGtate.  Adventurous ‘without
Judgmé’nt, he never thought of the vari-

ous obftacles he mmht have to encoun-
ter. He ordered the fteward into his

prefence, and demanded an immediate
g “account
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 account of the money he had in his
hands. The man anfwered, he had
fettled with the laird before his depar- -
. ture.. ¢ Don’t tell me. of the laird; I
thall be laird here. What cafh is there
-at the banker’s? I fuppofe about feven
hundred pounds; give me a draft for
.~five hundred. I want it immediately.”
J"«""a You a draft for five hundred! I can-
~ not give you a draft for a farthing with-
out my mafter’s orders.” ¢ Cannot
you write a: hand like your mafter’s?”
% Sir,” faid the freward, in indignant
rage, ¢ you may try that expedient if you
pleafe: and fo good”morning to you.”
~ As the fteward was a very ﬁrong athletic
man, and the hero of the country for
all manly exercifes, the preacher, gigan-
tic as he was, did not choofe forcibly to
prevent his departure. Calling for his
horfe, he rode to Selkirk, repaired to the
bank, and being known as the fon-in-
law
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' law and heir apparent of Etterick, eafily
procured cath for a draft upon 'Edin-
burgh, for a hundred pounds, and order- -
ing a chaife, fec off in purfuit of the
laird. On the way he determined to
appropriate to himfelf the whole fortune,
 and to leave to the laird and his wifea
fmall annuity. He anticipated “oppofi= -
tion to his defigns upon the laik Ao
his - Yorkfhire connetions, ﬁpd had
worked himfelf into a very violent rage
againft colonel Hamilton. The fecond.
day he ftopped to dine at Weatherby,
where he found the landlord fo much to
his mind as a cothpanion, that he in-
dulged himfelf in a hearty glafs, and in
lefs than two hours they had finithed a
bottle of therry and three of port. In
this trim he entered his chaife, and, the .
wine operating on the paffions before
kindled, he refolved to fetch the laird
away by force that very night, if any”
il * obftruc-
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old Maxwell, who had been paying .
‘them a vifir, was jult opening the gate
to depart, when a chaife came up, and
a loud, boifterous, and avngry voice
called out, ¢¢ Pray, old fellow, is Hamil- '
~ ton of Etterick here?” ¢ Old fellow!”
replied Maxwell, ¢ I do not know
who the devil you are, but you're a fe]-l
low, and a damned unmmner y fellow.” :
<« Keep a good tongue in your head, or
by Jafus I will give you a touch of the
thillala, my boy.” < O! ’tis your own_
felf, Mr. Patrick,” faid Maxwell, ¢ with
a drop of whifky in your head, and
therefore T make allowances.  Mr. Ha-
milton of Ectterick is here, what do you
want with him?”>  During this dialogue
our hero went to the gate, where by this
time Mr. O’Rourke was alighted; and
accofting him civilly, inquired his com-
' mands. I am come after that old fool
Ettcnck, arc you one¢ of the Hamil-
tons?”’
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~ tons?”’—¢ Yes.”—¢ Then I am Roger
O’Rourke, Efg. of Carrick, and heir
apparcht of the Ecrterick eftate. ~You
have inveigled my father-in-law from
Ectterick, among you, without my pri-
vity and concurrence; and I am come,
to bring him back. So now, honey,
_you have ‘my name, defignation, and
bufinefs; but where is the old one, he
muft come off with me immediately. /I
have ordered a fupper and beds ar the
Inn there by the bridge.” ¢ You ap-
pear, fir,” faid Hamilton, ¢ not to un-
derftand what you are faying; but if you
are really Mr. O’Rdurke that married
my cd%ﬁn, if you will ftep in and' repofe,
you may in'the morning be better able
to explain yourfelf.” = ¢ What the devil,
~do you fuppofe I am tipfy 2 - Well to be
*fure I do feel alitdle comical; but where
is Etterick?”—<« He is within.” ~ Our
_hero’s fifter, a ﬁne'ybung girl about fix-
: teen,
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teen, had jult entered the parlour from
the garden; without having heard of this
vifitor, when the firft Ob_]C& the beheld: -
was O’Rourke ftaggering into the room.
This perfon was about fix feet four inches
- high, about twenty-one inches acrofs the .
thoulders, with legs large and mufcular
in proportion.  Projeéting from his face
was a huge Roman nofe, like the pro=~
bofcis of an elephant ; his eyes were light
grey, and beamed with vivacity mixed
with ftolidity, and now farther illumina-
ted and inflamed by the liquor that he had
drunk. His neck, naturally fong, now
manifefted the \fulllsdimenﬁon.s, as from
the heat he had been induced to take off
his cravat, and to unbutton his fhirt.
Thus eafy and difengaged about the -
throat, ftill retaining the outward fem-
blance of methodifm, his breaft was
adorned with a band, ftiff, ftraight, and
- perpendicular, - Thls holy teacher of the
new
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her, a great beauty ; but how the devil -
thould fhe with fuch a father and mother?”
. Our hero endeavoured to change this dif-
courfe, and at laft  fucceeded; and
‘O’Rourke happening to fit down near
old Mr. Wentbridge, atked him whether
he had not e’er a barrel of good ale
among his other tithe pigs. " A jug was
produced, which gave him pcrfe& fatlf-
- fa@ion. At fupper Mr. O’Rourke un-
folded ‘the purpofes of his journey; he
propofed, he faid, to take the eftates into
his own poffeffion ; he would aét very
generous. The whole property was not
more than three thoufand five hundred
a year; he would content h‘imrelf_-wi'th
the three thoufand, and allow, as he ex-
* prefled himfelf, the five hundred to the
proprietor during life. The reft of the
company, confidering this modeft propo-
fition as the -effect of intoxication, fuf-
fercd it to pafs w1thout remark. The

next
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next morning, Mr. O’Rourke being now
refrefhed by fleep, and exempt from the
fumes of]iquor though ftill poffefed by |
the maggots of folly, applied to the
laird, and ferioufly propofed to him to
relinquith his eftate, and retire upon an
annuity. It was, he faid, much more
_becoming thata young man in the vigour
of life fhould enjoy fuch a property, than
an old man with one foot in the grave,
The laird, though totally unmoved by
this reafoning, yet ftanding in fome awe
~ ofQ’ Rourke, very mildly informed him,
. thatif he would open his pretenfions to

the colonel, or his fonaWilliam, he would
receive a complete anfwer, as they were
entirely in the fecret of all his plans and
intentions. “Idon’t fee,” faid. o’ Rourke,
- ¢“ any bufinefs they have wizh ir, You
~ have a&ted like a fool as you always do
. truftmo any one but me.” The laird,
whofe quictnefs was the refult 'of indo-
<y lence,



Ca87:).
lence, and not of timidity, ﬁred at this
infolence, and he anfwered: « Youarea
very ignorant and impertinent fellow.
I confider my daughter and family dif-
graced by a conneétion with a flrolling
~adventurer.” ¢ Do you know,” faid the
other, loudly, <« whom you are talking
to, you filly old fool?” ¢ Old I am,”
replied the laird, ¢¢but not fo old as to
bear an infult from alow fcoundrel. *So,
fir, leave thxs room .inftantly. I fhall
take care of my unfortunate daughter,
but for you, a fingle thilling of mine
fhall ‘never pafs through your hands
apain <« O T fee faid O’Rourke,
it is all as I {ulpected, thateld villain,
colonel Hamilcon, has for his.own pur=
pofes been working on Your poor weak
- head.” Etterick, incenfed at this, pro-
ceeded to fuch violence as his feeblenefs
would admit; and the fellow, with un- -
manly rage eserting his ftrength, puthed
‘ the
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du& Meanwhxle the reverend mlﬁion-A
~ ary recovered, and was blu[’ccrmc and
threatening vengeance upon his anta-
gonift, when, the old clergyman inter-
pofﬁd, and ‘William . called that if he
" would follow him to the green he would
give him all the fatisfaGtion he could
take. O’Rourke, though very ftrong,
was not much addicted to fighting, tin-
lefs he coufidered his adverfary much his
under match, and could have difpenfed
with this invitation: hoping, however, to
intimidate his opponent by 4 difplay of -
his fize and mulcles, (an artifice which
had frequently fucc:eded in' former ren-
counters,) he went down and ftripped.
~ Our hero was not flow in imitating his
“example ; and old Maxwell, who was
prefent, exultingly fwore, that young
Mr. Hamilton was the more mufcular
man of the two.. The conflict began;
our hcro, who was really fomewhat {u-
perior



[190]

perior to his adverfary in ftrength jand"'
activity, was far before him in cool in-
trepidity and fkill. The Irifhman, wild
and furious, feruck at random ; the Eng-

- lithman, parrymc his blows, referved his
own efforts, only irritating  the *favage
impetuofiry of the other by fetching
blood. When the preacher was €X~
. haufted by ill-dire@ted exertions, Ha-
~miltonbegan with fuch tremendous force,
that his adverfary, who had little of what

amateurs. call bottom, after the firft .

knockdown blow, called for quarter,

- -and Hamxlton coollyw returned into the
houfe. As it had been refolved not to

ddmit O’Rourke again into the vicarage,

he was conduted to a public houfe in

the neighbourhood. Our hero, with Dr.

- Wentbridge, who arrived that morning,
called on him in the courfe of the day, to

learn more fully the purpofe of his vifit,

and to explain to him that every expecta-

tion
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tion of his having now or hereafter any,
thare of the property, or management
of the Erterick eftate, was totally ground-
lefs. They carried with them, for his
infpection, a copy of the truft deed,
O’Rourke, creftfallen by his defeat, was
now totally dejected, and was as abjeé
under difappointment as he had becn
- arrogant and infolent in fancied profperi-
ty. He faw that all his expettations of
sevelling in the riches of Etterick were
. forever gone, and that even if the laird
were to change his mind, he had put it
out of his own power. He balanced
with himfelf, whether it would be wife
to return.  On the one hand there was
the annuity fettled on his wife, which,
- though only a fourth of what he had
propofed to pofiefs, might enable him
to live very comfortably ; on the other,
his achievements in the courfe of his
methodiftical miflion, fome of which
- were
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“gnore iﬁ'c&ual ‘and fuccefsful ‘migi{’cers
of fedition and profligacy than packmen,
trolling players, gypfies, or any other
fratermty of vagabonds. This obferva-
tion Mr. O'Rourke could teftify from
his own experience; for having at dif-
ferent times exercifed the feveral pro-
feflions in queftion, and being indet’aih ;
* gable in his addrefles, was greater in hig
vgevangellcal itinerancy than in any other,
The refult he was now apprehenfive
would be much greater than his finances
could bear. Befides, his adventure at the
Selkirk bank would not increafe the
agreeablenefs of hiss reception in that
part, of the country. He, therefore,
thought it beft to defer his return, and to
try his methodiftical talentsin countries to
_ which neither Scotch bailiffs nor Scotch
" parith officers could carry their authority.
He accordingly fet off towards the many-
faCturing towns, to exercife his miniftry
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felf from his company during the whole
~winter. It was now the month of May,
and on a Sunday morning, which our
hero generally devoted to walking in the
 fields, and William had ftrolled as far as
the north gate of Kenfington gardens,
when he faw at a lictle diftance before
him, on the other fide of the wall, 2 wells'
dreffed and well-made girl, whom, ap-

proaching more nearly, he found, o his
furprifé and delight, to be his long-loft
- Jenny. At fo unexpeéted a fight poor
~ Collings fcreamed and almoft fainred,
but recovering, the intreated him, for
Heaven’s fake, to le2ve her. But whilft i
her tongue faid fo, it was contradifted
by ber eyes, that melted with tender=
nefs and love.  Soft and gentle dalliance

proceeded to ardent and dangerous ca-
refles, which Jenny firlt attempted to

refift but at length returned. Poor Col-

lings again experienced that no trial can

K4 be
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It was again a Sunday morning ; and
William, having pretended an engage~
. ment to dine at Richmond, was break-
fafting with his mother and fifter, pre- .
viots to his departure to meet his Jenny;
when aloud knock thundered at the door,
and the maid coming up ftairs faid, that®
- a perfon below wanted her mafters € A
perfon, Sally, what kind of a perfon £”
~« I don’t think much, he be a gendc-
man, though he be vcry {mart.”’—
“ Well, fhew him up.” Accordmgly '
. the perfon, as Sally phrafed it, was
~ introduced. He was a fhort, fquat,
fturdy man, with a face round like an .
apple, chubby, and adorned with cheeks
of the kind of that fruit that is called red~
 ftreak, goggling eyes, and an expreflion
_ of mingled pertnefs, felf-importance, and
inanity. To decorate this graceful pre-
fence, there was a co‘ckcd .hac,H a green
coat lined with yellow fatin, a red filk
K3 45 waift- .

-
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well.”—The y'oubg lady ran ou at this
appeal —<¢ T got the piece prett‘y cheap,
in payment of a debt that I thought
bad.—But I am wandering from the
_ point on which 1 cilled on you.—You
muft know, fir; fince I have takén to the
bookfelling trade, I am a great pattern
of learning, and hearing you are a very
- good hand, I am willing to give you
- employment, fir.”—¢ You are very
kind,” faid Hamilton.—< And as to
terms, 1 tell you how I do with my
journeymen,. and I fiad fome of my au-
-thors abreeable to'it ; alfo I gives them
their wages in traffic.”’—¢ In sraffic ! K
faid Hamilton.==<sYes, and I findita
very good way ; for inftance, a coat, or
a waiftcoat, or a pair of breeches, or
fometimes in provifions. Ibuy a lot of
hams, and give picces of them as pay-
ment, both at the board and printing-
houfe. Do you ever doany thing in the
K 6 - theatrical
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theatrical line ’—¢ Never.”—¢¢ Could
you‘ not write me a pretty fmart novel?
- I give a very gooed price.  Mrs. Devon,

a famous writter, the wrote the Per-
feverance of Perplexity, and the Lavifh
. Landlord. ‘She has, firft and laft, had
twelve guineas of my money. I have a
letter in my pocket here, that will Ihcw _
you the kind of applications I receive.”
Our hero accordingly perufed the follow-

ing epiftle:—

' ¢ Mr, JerreRy LawnunT;
¢ Sir ;—Having been in bufinefs in’
the child-bed linen way, and not finding
things anfwer, I have been advifed by
- my friends to fet up in the Zizserary line,
which they tell me requires lictle capi-
tal, and fo no wonder fo many poor
people takes after it;”—(¢ A very jult
remark,’ obferved Lawhunt ;)—¢ fo I
am a vriting a novel, with plenty of
ghoftefes
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ghoftefes in it; which is now quite the
kick.” (¢ Soit is, obferved Jeffery, ¢ you
~ {ee the knows what’s what.”) Now, fir,
as I underftand you aré a great inkur~
rager of harudifhon, I have made bold
for to offer to you what, to ufe a com-
po]ﬁfon, may be called the ﬁr(’c child of
my virgin mufe. (¢ A very marvellous
produétion,” faid our hero, ¢this firft -
child of the virgin mufe, I dare fay, is,”)
(I thought,” obferved Jeffery, ¢ you
would like the figure.’) I hope it, will
give you fatisfaction; and I am, fir, your
moft humble fervant, to command,

¢ SARAH SHIFT.

«P.S. If you could let me have a
 little in advance, fhud be much obligated
to you.”

« Well, fir, have you complied with

- the lady’s requeft 2”—<< O yes ; I think
you will fay I behaved very generous,—

‘ Tgave
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I gave her two guineas in'money, a flitch
- of bacon, a couple of fowls, and a green
goofe from my cottage in the country,
and ftuff for a callimanco petticoat. I
got the manufcript, but the printer tells
me that the fpelling is not fo right as it
thould be. Now, fir, as I am told you
are a f{coller, I would not fcruple twenty -
pounds for a novel that you fhould
write.” ¢ You are liberal even to mu-
nificence, fir ; but at prefent I have no
thoughts of any fuch compofition.”—
s« Will you favour me with your com-
pany to dinner, fir; there is to be a lite-
rary party ; there is to be little Dr. Grub,
and Mr. Whipperfnapper, a great maker
of verfes; and Mr, Macculpin,”~=¢¢ Is
Mr.Macculpin a Scotch gentleman 2’—
“ No; damn the Scotch, I have had
enough of them ; though I am Yorkthire
myfelf, ‘they are farther north. Here
there wasone of themn that wrote a book
~ that
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that Ipublifhed for him; IthoughtT could
have got him off with thirty pounds,
but he would have three hundred :
to law we went; and by G—d it coft :
" me five hundred before I was done with
it.  So that my profits, which I thought
would have been fix hundred, were little
more than one. "I will have nothing
more to do with the Scotch. No, Mr.
Macculpin is a Irith gentleman. These
* will alfo be Mrs. Ogle that writes hymns
for the Gofpel Magazine, and other ar-
ticles of poetry, efpecially facred; and
Mr. Spatter, the reviewer, who is a great
favourite with her. It is not for nothing
that he praifes her plalms, but that’s not
a fubject to fpeak of before a lady.” ==
Mrs. Hamilton now haftily followed her
daughter; and Lawhunt, not being able
to prevail on our hero, at length depart-
ed, and William haftened to his Jenny,
who waited with the moft anxious im-
: patience.
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ging he had ever beheld. She wasabove
the middling ftature, exquifitely formed,
 baving her fhape and proportions exactly-

difplayed by a riding habit. Her fea-
tures were at once regular and promi-
nent, her hair was black, her forehead :
fmall but oval, with eyebrows even,
full, and ftrongly enhancing the pene-
trating fagdcity and brilliant luftre of her
dark and piereing eyes, that indicated
quicknefs and ftrength of genius, mixed
- with' benignity of difpofition, and an
arch intelligence, that gave a zeft to the
foftnefs. Her nofe was aquiline, the °
- fweetne(s of her mouth, containing teeth
like the driven fnow, plump, foftly pout-
ing lips, and cheeks on which cupids
played in fmiles and dimples tempered
the fire of her eyes. Her whole coun-
tenance difplayed an acute and powerful
underftanding, fpirit, fenfibility, and be-
~ nevolence, but a benevolence of ardent
- affection,
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- dominate. After they had paﬁ'cd Bal-
dock, a bare and black afpet prevented
farther remarks on the face of the coun-
try, and fome other travellers endeavour-
ed to take the lead in the converfauon,.
by introducing topics on which they con-
ceived they could refpetively fhine.—
" One of the firflt of thefe was a parfon,

* who had joined them a little before, and
who, having obferved that the converfa-
tion was'at a ftand, imputed the ceffation
to veneration and awe of his dignified
appearance, and with condefcending
gracioufnefs faid, « Pray, good people,
do not conftrain yourfelves on account
of my prefence 5 I am candid and liberal,
and ready to make allowance for inex- .
perience or mifinformation; therefore -
open, and if you fhould happen to be

~ wrong in any affertion or obfervation, I

fhall put you to rights.” The bright

eyes of the young lady ag this pompeus
~and
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~ and felf-fufficient declaration affumed an
expreflion. of fportive archnefs that im-
mediately demonfirated her comprehen-
fion of his character, and her relifh for
humour. Our hero perceiving this, de-
termined to gratify her by inducing his
reverence to a full difplay. Fe faid, he
. was extremely happy to find a genilefnan
- fo willing to communicate, his inftrug-
tioris ; that he himfelf was confcious of
great 1gnorancc and many errors;. but
he trufled he was docile. « Docility,”
faid the prieft, in the imperative tone of
pulpit inculcation, ¢ docility is one ftep
towards the acquifition of knowledge ; to
receive inftruction you muft be willing
-as well as capable.” ¢ A very juft, and,
to my belief, an original remark.” «It -
is,”” faid the parfon, ¢ the refult of long
experience, accompanied by deep reflec-
tion. I have feen and obfervcd much,
but I have g in-
VOL, I \‘S\ : i
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quiries I always dive to the bottom, and
do not float on the furface. What had
been the fubject of your converfation be-
fore it was interrupted by my prefence
and your own modefty:” <« We were
fpeakmg of the face of the country,
which isnot fo pleafant as that between
Hertford and Stevenage. It is bare and -
chalky.”—c¢ A bare and bleak face of
~ a country, young gentleman, is not fo
pleafant to the eye, as a fucceffion of
woods, lawns, and verdant paftures.—.
" You will farther obferve that an expanfe
of flat is lefs agreeable than a viciffitude
of hill and dale. But if you are going
much farther north, I fhall have an op-
portunity of illaftrating this remark as
we pafs through Lincolnthire. Even in
the profpeéts near London, which many
fhallow judges praife, I have difcovered
defetts ; they are either too flat and mo-
notonous, or want the diverfification of

water ;



- way.




200}
<« You will obferve, Mr. Fox for many
© 'years oppofed lord North, and faid he
was totally unfic for being a minifter.—
-He faid, the country muft be ruined if
" he continuedin office.—He was the chief
inftrument of driving him out.—Soon
after he formed a coalition with this very
man, and came together with him into
office.—I fay, my good friends, that in
* {o doing Mr. Fox was not confiftent,
mark my words well, Mr. Fox was not
confiftept.—There are other parts of
Mt. Fox’s condu& which I can no lefs
clearly demonftrate to be extremely
wrong.—W hat did*his India bill do?—1It
violated chartered rights; I fay, violated
chartered rights, and it raifed a fourth
f"e(’cate within the emplre .—I pointed that
" out to my friends Burke and Wind-
ham, and advifed them to explain it to
Mr. Fox, but they would have their own
ways; and {o it fares. There are other
! parts
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cendiaries muft aét from bad' motives.—
e remember,” he faid, ¢ reading in the.
- hiftory of England, that there was a gun-
powder plat contrived, in order to blow
up the Parliament houfe, and .that the ;
~ chief inftrument was one Guy Faux;”
he with much gravity obferved, « I can-
not think that this fame Guy Faux was
a well wifher to the Parliament.” The
young lady fmiled at this obfervation in
fuch a way as demonttrated her thoreugh-
Iy to comprehend the charaéter, or at
leaft, intelle€tual reach of Dr, Truifm.
- The travellers now returned to the coach;
and fleep foon putvan end to the con-
verfation. - Our hero had bheen fome-
what amufed by the pompous emptinefs
of Dr. Truifm, but his mind was really
~ engaged by a very different obje&. The
charms of the young lady engroffed his
thoughts and feelings, and did not fuffer
~ Morpheus to poffefs his ufual influence.
: : His
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His fine expreffive eyes had told the fair -
nymph the fentiments by which he was
imprefled, but told it with fuch delicacy
and foftnefs as could not give offence, at
- leaft did not give offence. Whether
from the jolting of the coach, or fome
-~ other reafon, fhe alfo was awake a con-
fiderable part of the time. She had fal- *
len into a flumber about morning, and
‘the reft continued buried in fleep, while
fome of their nofes loudly teftified
that it was not the fleep of death, Our
hero was gazing on the lovely nymph
with fervid admiration and eager delight,
‘when, the rifing fun’playing on her eye-
lids, opened her beautiful eyes, and
fhe beheld the impaffioned gaze of Ha-
milton.  She could not poflibly mifun-
derftand the expreffion of his looks, and
received them with more confufion than
difpleafure. Many minutes elapfed be-
- fore our hero began the converfation,.—
' L ' He
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He durft not venture to fpeak to the
_young lady on the fubject neareft his
. heart with his tongue, though' his eyes
. fpoke the language of love, clear, forci-
ble, and impreffive; but withing to ‘
 hear the found of her voice, and ta en-
gage her in difcourfe, he opened with
" the common compliments of the morn=.
ing, which he o&"cred in a tone mel=
lowed by tendernefs. The young lady
very fenfible of this intonation, endea~
voured to turn the difcourfe to fubjects
in which it could not eafily be introduced;
and feeing, and fill better hearing, that
the fpontaneous preceptor was found
’ afleep, fhe obferved with arch irony, that
it was a very fortunate circumftance for
‘perfons pent up in a ftage coach to meet
with fo wife and learned a gentleman,
fo very willing to communicate his ftores
for the public benefit. < One perfon,”
{aid our hero, ¢ receives from his leffons
the
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the impreffion which they are defigned
to make, This fleeping lady on the left
* hand evidently regards him with very
high admiration. I think,” continued
he, * there are few abfurdities more
. laughable and humourous than one per-
fon {peaking nonfenfe, or at leaft frivo=
lity, and another littening to it as fenfe
and wildom.” ¢ It is,” replied the
' nymph, « I believe, extremely common,’
 {ir, and, perhaps, after all, merely thews
that if one perfon is weak, another is .
weaker.” Hamilton obferved that he
had never feen it more happily ex-
emplified than by that great mafter of
nattre, and of life, Shakefpear, in the
dialogue between the grave-diggers.—
He mentioned feveral other inftances, and
paffed rather abruptly, though not with-
out defign, to another mafterly painter
of life, and quoted the celebrated in-
ftance of the attorney’s “clerk, who fo

L5 profoundly
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profoundly admired the wifdom of Mr.
Partridge. Before the young lady had
an opportunity of either agreeing or
difagreeing with his remarks, he hurried
to a very different fubjeét and charaer,
in the fame performance, and expatiated
on the charms and lovelinefs of Sophia
Weﬂcrn declaring that Fielding, in his
defeription of that beautiful creature,
exactly hit real objets in their higheft
perfeGtion. Having a c0py of Tom
Jones in the coach, which he had taken
to amufe himfelf, he opened the firft
volume, and r'ead'wéth a very poignant
fignificance the account that he had men-
tioned, dwelling with peculiar emphafis -
on the exaétnefs and delicacy of the
thape, the black hair, the full and even
~eyebrows ; he then afked the young lady
if the did not think the following paffige
particularly ftriking : < Her black eyes
had a luftré in them which all her foftnefs
: could
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could not extinguifh ; her nofe was exact=
ly regular; and her mouch, in which were
two rows of ivory, exally anfwered
fir John Suckling’s: defcnptxon in thefe
lines =

¢ Her lips were red, and one was thin,
¢ Compar’d to that was next her chin,
¢ Some bee had ftung it newly.”

“Her cheeks were of the oval kinds
and in her right the had a dimple, which
the leaft fmile difcovered. = Her chin
had certainly its fhare in forming the
beauty of her face; but it was difficult
10 fay it was exthcrlarge or {mall, though,
perhaps, it was rather of the former
‘kind.—Her mind was every way equal
10 her perfon; nay, the latter borrowed :
fome charms of the former: for when .
the fmiled, the fwectnef(s of her temper
diffufed that glory over her countenance,
which no regularity of features can give.””.
L6 ; The °
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do you know my fon Jack? Thenl
dare fay, fir, your name is Hamilton.”
¢ The very fame, fir.”” ¢ You are a won-
derful favourite with our Jack ; is he not,
Maria ?”” but before Maria anfwered, and
fhe was in no haﬁe, the old gentleman,
very unjuftly imputing her filence to
forgetfulnefs, with a view to refrefh her
memory faid, ¢ Don’t you remember,
gitl, that when Jack ufed to be defcant-
ing on his friend, you would fay to him,
Don’t talk fo much to me, brother, about
that Mr. Hamilton, fo handfome, fo
_ brave, fo witty, and fo every thing ; or
you will make me intlove with him by
hearfay.” “This reminifcence, delivered
by the mere undefigning franknefs of an
open and honeft country gentleman,
overfpread Maria with bluthes, the exa&
 fource of which the would have found it
very difficult to define. Her father after-
wards once ortwice unintentionally added
£ N 2 to
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to her confufion, and efpecially when
fhe appeared abfent and in a reverie, by
flapping her fhoulders and chucking her
chin, and afking what was become of
all her fprightlinefs; why fhe did not
fpeak. ¢ Your brother’s friend here
will think you a mere mope.” Maria,
who from the conveyance of his eyes
had received ftrong expreffion of very
different fentiments, had little apprehen-
fions of that interpretation, but was ftill
~ farther confufed by the appeal. The
parfon being now completely awake,
_very agreeably relieved Maria, by a dif-
fertation, in which’ he demonftrated, that
after fatigue one is grcatly difpofed to
fleep, and that fleep is very refrefhing.
They now arrived at Grantham, where
they were to breakfaft. Our hero was
waiting to hand Maria' from the coach,
~when, by fome inattention of the waiter,
the ftep gave way, and fhe would have
fallen
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fallen on the pavement, had not Hamil-
| ton caught her fo quickly as to prevent
" every danger to her perfon, but not with-
out an unavoidable fhock to her delicacy,
of which the adroitnefs of our hero ren- -
dered the caufe of the fhorteft pofﬁble
duration, and fhe herfelfonly conjectured
what had happened. Greatly agltated
fhe tottered into the houfe, and found
herfelf ready to faint ; when fal-volatile
for the prefent prevented her, and fhe
was able to colle& her fcattered fpirits.
Her father, who had not attended to the
accident, at leaft in all its circumftances,
and knew nothing of her beéing indif-
pofed, fent to hurry her to breakfaft.
Nanny, who delivered this meffage, and
who was remarkably loguacious, began,
¢ Mifs, you is wanted in the parlour to
breakfaftes.—Well, I have been two
years and a half, come next Michaimus,
in jar'vue here, and of all the men that .

$iig I : ever
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‘ever I fee, mallicions and fouldiers, with
the colonels and captains, and fargents
and cruperals, and fweet grenadiers, none
of them, in my mind, is fit to carry a
candle to the charming gentleman that
had you in his arms.” Maria looking
down at the laft obfervation, Nanny, to
encourage her, < Don’t be abathed,
ma’am, you need not be athamed; a
more prittear leg I never fee in my life,
and befides——.” But before this fen-
tence was finifhed, Maria hurried away,
defiring no farther elucidations. Our
hero, as fhe entered tht' room, with con-
fiderate delicacy forbore every inquiry
that could allude to the accxdcnt, which
he knew fhe muft with to be buried in
oblivion, As they proceeded, though
he could not fo far command himfelf as
to avoid doing homage to her with his
_ eyes, yet he avoided fuch topics as led to

dlfcuﬂ'xons conccrmng bcauty and love.
; Fortu-
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Fortunately the reft of the company were -
in a great degree difufed to fuch fubjeéts,
" and the converfation being diverfified,
Maria, though much lefs brilliant than
ufual, took forme part init; and as they
‘got beyond the bounds of Nottingham-
fhire, they all joined in celebrating the
praifes of Yorkthire. Having dined at
Doncafter, they, about fix in the even-
ing, arrived at Ferrybridge, Here our
hero had intended to wait for the Glafs
gow mail, to convey him to Carlifle;’
but he now changed his mind, and faid,
that as he had never feen Edinburgh, he
" would go to York,°and. take his feat in
the Edinburgh mail. The parfon now
left them, and foon after the lady and
another paffenger, fo that there remained
only fquire Mortimer, his daughtcf, and
our hero. When they arrived at York
about ten, Hamilton took his place in
the mail in which the fquire and his
o daughter
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. daughter meant to proceed to Northal-
lerton. Mortimer had ftrongly folicited
our Hero to accompany him to his feat,
and fee his friend John, who was com-
‘mander in chiefin his abfence. ~ Flamil-
ton informed him of the neceflity of his
immediate procedure; but promifed to
vifi it Oakgrove on his return. At the
ufpal hour they arrived at Northallerton,
and the father havmg pomtcd out his
houfe, which was in 'the immediate
.. neighbourhood,- they came to the Inn,
whence the fquire declared he would fee
his new friend-fairly fet off, before Maria
and he fhould walk home. They were
fitting in a parlour, and, the fquire having
gone out, Hamilton very firongly ex-
 prefed the delight which he had enjoyed ‘
from fo charming a compamon, and the
cagerncfs with which he would avail
himfelf of her ref] pectable father’s friendly
invitation. <[ fhall,” he faid, * have
' very
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very great happinefs in feeing my friend
John, than whom I can love no man
more affectionately, but with what ex-'
quifite joy I fhall again behold his lovcl);
and angelic fifter.” Before he had time
to finifh, the fquire returned ; and a mi-
nute or two after, a tall firapping lady,
very thinly dreflfed, and who about the
. heck anticipated the imitation of mother
Eve, that has fince become fo prevalent,
came in, faying, the underftood there
was one _gentleman to be her fellow paf-
fenger in the thail, the had come to have .
the pleafure of his acquaintance before.
they embarked together. ¢ I under-
ftand,” fhe continued, < that he is a°
.very handfome young gentleman, and fo,
fir, I fuppofe you are he.” Hamilton,
though not unacquainted with the world,
and not without ‘many opportunifics, -
could not bc called a man of gallantry,
and made a very ﬂlght anfwer to this

v comph-
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ftances, propofed, at the inftigation of
his wife, to breed Fanny to be a young
lady, trufting that fhe would acquire, by
marriage, rank and fortune; and thus
enable her parents to look down upon
their . neighbours.  With thefe hopes
they had fent her to a boarding fchool,
-near the metropolis; there fhe learned
to dmatter a little French, to ftrum a
little on the pianofotté, to read a little,
and to fpeak a great deal. Thelady
governefs of the feminary often boafted
of her conneftions, and among thefe
had a brother whom fhe ufed to ftyle an.
officer in the guard, and indeed fo he
‘was, and a very ufeful officer too, and
having rifen from the ranks to be cor-
poral, had afterwards become a fergeant,
then fergeant. major, and laftly, an adju-
tant. He had afon, who, nhentmg his
military fpirir, was now a fergeant of
grcnadxcrs, one of the handfomc{’c young
: fellows
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‘had laid fnares with an apparent pro-
bability of fuccefs for a fpruce young
counfellor, but at laft found that the
lawyer was perfedtly hcquain;ea with the
difference between being taken in mefue
procefs, where the caption was only
temporary, and being taken in execu-
tion, from which there was no bail.—
Her father being now dead, and having
fome hundred pounds-at command, fhe
refolved to fet out in queft of Sycamore,
and having, in London, lcarned that his
regiment was at Invermefs amd Fort
George, fhe had lefc the metropolis in
a different coach the fame morning as’
our hero, and having arrived Jate the
evening before” at -Northallerton, had
waited for the mail. Such was the fel-
low-traveller of our hero.  Captain
Sycamore ftill continued the principal
favourite of his fair pupil. Deeming the

attention and regard of this worthy pre-
' ceptor
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farmer or a yeoman. He foon, hows
ever, informed the company he was
a freeholder of Durham; and proceeded,
in the ufval ftyle of vulgar loquacity, to
open upon his own private affairs. He,
it feems, farmed his own lands, and had
two fons; one of whom, a ftout young
man, he was breeding up to hufbandry :
but the other, a poor puny lad, qu;te
unfit for labour, therefore he was ma- .
king him a genus, he was to be a great:
Jeolard ; he was not more than feventeen
years of age, and in two or three years
more. would be fit for the warfity; fo
Mifter Syntax, our fchoolmaﬁer, tells
me ; and he is a perdigions great feolard.
From his own affairs, this communicative

. perfon, in the natural courfe, proceeded
to thofe of his neighbours, mentioned
many names, totally unknown to his fel-
low-travellers, but, atlaft, came to one
lady, of whom they and mofc others had

M 3 very.
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very often heard. Not being fparing i
his ftriures on combined profligacy and
folly, or the connexions. which thefe
had formed, he obferved, that he re-
membered her a very good, agreeable
young woman. ¢ But, ah! mafter,
when women once begin going to the
devil, they do not ftop half way; firft
they are bafhful and coy, and we muft
court them; butafter men has once theit
own way, by jingo then they courts us; .
and are no more fhamefaced.” Our
hero could not controvert the obferva-
tions of this fage, and almoft fmiled at
(as he conceived) their applicability ©
his fair companion. Whether the lady
_perceived, or at leaft felt their appofite~
- nefs, could not.eafily be difcovered. She
certainly did not bluth; but, perhaps,
that might be partly from her original
tuition at the boarding-{chool, and partly

from having of late been totally difufed
o
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to the {uffufion. At Durham they only -
ftopped to change horfes. Before they
reached Newcaftle their fellow-traveller
left Hamilton and Mifs Dartwell to them-
felves. The lady began to refume the
operations which the worthy free~
holder had interrupted: Hamilton, as
we have feen, was not infenfible to the
attractions of evén this-fpecies of ladiss,,
 yet, at prefent, his imagination was fo
much engroﬁ"cd by the charms of the

lovely Mifs Mortimer, that his fenfes
were lefs alive to prefent obje&ts. To
Morpeth they were ftill alone, and the
lady began to hope that her efforts would
not be in vain:  But as they arrived at
the inn, whom fhould mifs defcry, at a.
window, but her old friend and favourite,.
caprain Sycamore ? Reverfing her ine
tended application of the proverb, about
“ a bird in hand,” the haftened from the
M 4, coach,.
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that’s between ourfelves. In fa&, he
returned about a month ago, and be-
haved very civilly for a week, and his.
wife appeared as fond of him as ever. T
hoped he had taken himfelf up, and to.
encourage him, allowed him as much
money as I could fpare for the prefent,
and promlfed to do more if he continued
to behave himfelf = but 1 {oon found the
méney did him more harm than good:
he returned to his old pratices, and at
length became fo extremely infolent that
I dare hardly call. my houfe my own.
He daily abufes me for having (he fays).
defravded bim, by. fecuring my property
as I have done ; and as to my daughter,_
he takes up with the vilef trollops under
her very nofe ; and told her, no lonoer
ago than Iaft night, in his cups, that he
Knew no other ufe that fhe and the old
fool her father could be of, but by their
fortune giving him the means of pleafure.

o ¢ e e



) y : =
Fasie -
He has no idea that I wrote to you to
come down, and talks very highly, boaft—
ingly, and falfely, about your encounter
~ andhis inYorkfhire.” —After farthercon-
verfation Hamilton retired into an adjoin--
ing drefling-room, to make fome change
in his habiliments, when Mr, O’Rourke,.
who, havingbécn abroad, had heard no-
_ thing of the gueft that was arrived,entered
the apartment, and accofting the lairddn a
loud and imperious tone, told him that
he required more money immediately.
¢« Thave a demand that cannot be put '
off; fo I muft have none of your excufes-
or delays.” < T have really no money
for you; you know very well how T am
circumftanced.” ¢ Yes, yes, I know
how thofe villains choufed you.” < What-
villains, fir?” ¢ Your brother and his
fon, to be fure ; but I fancy the fon will
keep out of my way again.” ¢ Here he:
comes,” -faid the old gentleman, * to
T A6 anfwer:
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. anfwer for himfelf ;- and immediately our-
hero prefented him{elf before O’Rourke,
Aftonithment at firft fufpended the facul-
ties of the preacher, but was. foon fuc- |
ceeded by confternation and - fear, and
as Hamilton fternly regarded him, the

~ impudence of the bully was totally over--
whelmed: by the dread of merited chal-

- tifement, Hamilton, however, abftain-
ing from actual violence, coolly afked
his uncle if he would leave the manage- -
ment of the man entirely.to him?, <« That |
I will, my dear nephew.: you know I
fent for, you for. that very purpofe.’—.
¢ Then,” faid, Hamilton, ¢ you,” Mr.
O’Rourke, withdravs until, .my.uncle and *
1 determine how 0 proceed 2 CIihis
command he very fubmiffively and ex- -
,pedmouﬂy obeyed. Having learned the
details of O’Rourke’s condudt, our hero
‘afked his uncle, whether he did not think
a f{eparation Would be the wifcft meafure?
: : ¢ I thinks
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s I-think fo,” faid the laird; « butI am .
afraid Sufan will not altogether agree ;
for fhe has flill a great hankering after
the fellow.” Mrs. O’Rourke now came
to pay her cyomp'limerits' to her coufin,
bringing with her her little boy, whom
fhe introduced to William, who beftow-
ed great encomiums on his young rela- -
tion. The lady anfwered with a figh,
 that he already appeared to have sthe
ook and fhape of his father. . Hamilton,
as they farther converfed, eafily difcover- .
ed that.an entire feparation was not to

the lady’s mind.  Of courfe it would be -
totally inexpcdienc to’ propofe. fuch a2
“meafure.  She exprefled her hopes, that -
he mxght be reclaimed, and earnettly
conjured Hamilton to devife fome means
for making the experiment. ~While -
they were deliberating, a fervant enter-

ing in hurry and  agitation, informed”
them, that there. were king’s meflen-
: : gers
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gers* below, and that they were in purs |
fuit of Mr. O’Rourke. Hamilton, ha-
ving inquired into the circumftances of
the cafe, found that they were writs:
againft the preacher, for fums amount-
_ing to five hundred pounds, for debts
incurred during his former refidence in
that countr)}, and that other profecutions:
were threatened from places which he
had fince vifited, in the courfe of his me-
thodiftical miffion or other adventures..
Hamilton advifed his uncle not to inter-
fere immediately, but to fuffer him to:
undergo, for a time, the punifhment of
-his vices, and afterwards to relieve him.
conditionally, according to his future
conduct.  Etterick agreeing to this ad-
vice, @'Rourke was, for the prefent,
taken to the county gaol. Hamilton,.
in a day or two, fent the fteward to fee:

® Equivalent to bailiffs, in Enéland.
~  -the
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the pnfoner, and cndeavour to learn:
from himfelf the amount of his incuom-
brances. O’Rourke, abjeét in adverfity,.
humbled himfelf before this agent, whom,,
in the infolence of fancied profperity, he
had formerly treated with. imperious
rudenefs; in the moft {upplicatory terms
entreated his interpofition, acknow-
l‘cdgéd his. ewn unworthinefs, and con-.
feffed that his debts were not muchelefs
than a thoufand pounds. He wrote let-
ters to his wife, father-in-law, and our
hero; reproaching himfelf- and praying.
forgivenefs. Thefe humiliations wrought
upon the feelings of Mrs. O’Rourke,
and at her earneft entreaties it was agreed:
that the laird thould privately guarantee -
a loan for the hqmdanon of -the debts,
but that the land-fteward, who ‘wds to
be the oftenfible lender, fhould take
O’Rourke’s bond, to be held i terrorem,

with a threat of execution if he repeated
t ' any
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any-of his-former mifcondu. . Hamil-

ton both before and after the releafe
fpent much time in exhorting the huf-

band of his coufin to act as became the'

~conne&ion which he had formed, and
advifed him particularly to abftain from
hard drinking and from methodifm, both

of which intoxicating the brain, unhin- -
. ging the faculties, and giving full reins to .
pafiion, often led to madnefs, profligacy, .
or both,  O’Rourke acknowledged that
-it was very true, and promifed faithfully -

hereafter ‘to avoid the drunkennefs of

either ftrong liquor or fanaticifm, beth -
of which he confefied from experience, |
“heightened the propenfity towards loofe -

women and other irregularities. ‘Though
Hamilton did not altogether rely on the
confcientious. penitence of this perfon,
yet knowing that his fears, wherever

circumftances led them to operate, would :

powerfully influence his actions, defired .

tQ »

e |
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and haftily dining, he walked on towards.
Qak-Grove.

The motning on which the fquire and:
his daughter had parted with Hamil-
ton, they had immediately gene home s
Mr. Mortimer retired to bed and to
fleep 5 his daughter to bed, but not to
" fleep. Some hours after fhe defcended
to the parlour, where fhe found herfelf
in the affeCtionate arms of her brother
John.  Having afked many kind quef-
tions about herfelf and their father, and:
how fhe liked London, he could not
help obferving, that, retaining all her
fweetnefs and tendernefs, fhe was much
lefs fprightly and communicative.—
¢ What’s the matter with you, Maria
have you loft your heart that you are fo
penfive ?” At this queftion, Maria:
buthed, but pretended to laugh. Before
fhe could anfwer the queftion, her father
making his appearance, after the recipro-

city:
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city of embrace, of looks, and expreffions,
that parental and filial love might be ex-
peéted to produce, and fome difcourfe
on private and d’i)me{-’cic affairs, he turn-
ed to his daughter :—*<Well, Maria, how
long,” he faid, ¢ have you been up?”
<« Near thefe two hours, fir.” <O, then
you have been telling John all the fine
fichts you have feen, at the plays, and -
operas, and Ranelagh, and Vauxhalt.””

¢ Very little of that,” faid John. ¢ And

of his friend, our fello-wtraveller.”—

“ My friend,jyour fellow-traveller 2” faid

the fon : ¢ no not a word siwho was he 2

g Lord, girl, how, came you to be fo

forgetful ? Befides, the young man was.
really very civil to you.” Maria again

blufhed. ¢ Who is the fubjeét of your

difcourfe ?” faid John. ¢ Your friend

Mr. Hamilton was our fellow traveller
from Hertford ; and as fine a young man

asever I faw; is he not, Maria ?”’—
< Pretty:
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during moft of the journey. T invited

-your friend to vifit us as he returns from

Scotland. I winked and even whifpered
to her, that out of common civility the
ought to join in the invitat’iobn‘, but the:
did not fay a word.” . ‘ :

Mr. Mortimer was an extremely wor-
thy man; but, totally without difguife
himfelf, he did not readily fufpec it in any
other. John wasa man of abilities, pe-

“netration, well-acquainted with the world,

and with the fair fex, and not ignorant
of the artifices and diffimulation which
modefty and delicacy often introduce in

the moft virtuous ‘and elevated female

bofoms. He heard from the communi-
cative' old gemleman, all the detail of:
their journey, including the dafhing,
mifs that fet off with Hamilton, In
various converfations with his fifter he
turned the difcourfe upon his. friend, but

oblerved that fhe rather fhifted the fub=

o cet

{
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je&. She was much graver than ufual,
or if {he attempted the appearance of
gaiety, it was evidently an effort.  One
day a family in the neighbourhood was
~dining at Mr."Mortimer’s, and Maria,
with a companion, was feated near a
window that commanded a view of

Northallerton, and the interjacent fields,

and exerting herfelf to amufe the com-
pany, the had begun a very animated
account of the -comic performance of
Mrs. Jordan in the country girl, and
had placed her on the table fealing the
letter, when the gate-bell ringing, fhe

haftily turned about, and as haftily with=

drawing her eyes, was overfpread with
bluthes, and ftopped thort in the middle
of her defcription. ¢ Dear Maria,”

faid the father, ¢ what’s the matter with

you, girl ?” A fervant now entering ad-
drefled Mr. Mortimer, faying, < Here
be a young fquire axing for my meafter

s and
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~and young meafter :” and immediately
after, our hero made his appearance, and
was receieved with warm affection by his
 friend, and cordial kindnefs by the old
gentleman. His reception ‘from Maria
‘appeared to her father too cold a civility
to an acquaintance, who was the friend
 of her brother, to whom the herfelf had
been obliged. - When- the ladies wish-
drew, they all, with the exception of
Maria, united in praifing the face, figure,
and addrefs of the young ftranger.—
Though Mifs Mortimer was far from
diffenting in her heart from thefe opi-
nions, ygt fhe hadefeveral reafons for,
concealing her aéquiefcence. Maria had
often, among her companions, ridiculed
the folly &F love at firft fight, and de-
clared fhe thought it impofiible for a
rational woman to be enamoured of a
man, however agreeable in appearance
and manners, bcfore Ihc had an oppor-
:  tunity
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tunity of knowing the qualities of his un.
~ derftanding and heart; and alfo, unlefs
the had reafon to conceive him attached
to herfelf.  This theory Mifs Mortimer
had often fupported with brilliant inge-
nuity, but had beoun now to apprehend
that, like many plauﬁble and fplendid
hypothefes, it would not ftand the teft of
experiment, She really feared that fhe
prized her ' fellow-traveller much too
highly for fo fhort an acquaintance, and
befides, had not been without uneafinefs
fince his departure, in company with
the lady from Northallerton. Delicacy
‘had reftrained not &nly the tongue, but
~ the eyes of our hero from that expref-
~ fion which his heartdiétated, and though
the young lady would have been afthamed
" and vexed by the repetition of the looks
which fhe had received in the coach, fhe,
perhaps, was not altogether pleafed at

whar. {he, not certain as to the mo-
[IVC,
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th‘h a joke, 2 pa{hmc of which he wai?
very fond, began to roaft our hero
about his fellow-traveller to the north, -
© Hamilton, whofe eyes were turned to-
~ wards Mifs Mortimer, obferved her flufh -
and fuddenly look to him at this addrefs,
but on perceiving the diretion of his
eyes withdraw hers in confufion.’ Ani-
meated by thefe movements, which he.
flattered himfelf indicated, at leaft, a
_«curiofity about . his fcondu-f’c, he very
eagerly and briefly related her meeting
with an officer, who appeared toibe her
hufband; and having fpoken very ﬂxghtly ;
of the appearance‘and accomplifhments
~ of the lady, he, for fome reafon, chofe
to defcant on the grace, elegance, and
manly beauty of the gentleman whom
the had met. He did not, he faid,
know who they were, having parted
‘with them at Morpeth, and having
heard nothing, and indeed thought no-

thing of them from that time to th~ pre-
fent, -
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tfcnt. Maria in this account faw two
circumftances, with neither of which fhe
was difpleafed: firft, that Hamilton had®
cultivated no acquaintance with the lady. ’
fccondly, that he was extremely defirous -
to make that known. One or two op~
portunities had occurred for his coun-
tenance {peakipg to Maria the energetic
and impaffioned language of love ; agd
ihe did not mifunderftand the expreffion.
A country performer, who had learned
that there was a party at Oak Grove,
arrived with his violin and rural fecond,
to exhilarate the company. The ftrains
of loyalty, begun im the veffibule, an-
- nounced his arrival, He and his com»
rade were inftandy introduced ; and Ha-
milton requefted the hand of the charme
‘ing hoftes. Both gentleman and lady
excelled in agility, grace, and juftnefs of
mufical ear ; and though all the other
: young pcoplc acquitted themfelves ex-
N2 tremely
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tremely well, yet no couple equalled, of |
nearly equalled, William and Maria,.—
In the courfe ofthcxr feftive amufement,
and in the intervals of reft, our hero did
not fail to tell his fair partner how beau-
tiful the was, how lovely, how irrefiftibly
interefting.  She pretended to confider
_ thefe declarations as mere words of
courfe, and to anfwer with gay indif-
“ference. Gaiety, fprightlinefs, and bril-
hancy fhe difplayed ; indifference did not
- appear.  Our hero, infpired by Mariz,
" and moreover warmed with the focial
‘bowl, to which the old gentleman had
. allowed but litdde refpite, gave vent,
after fupper, to his ‘imagination; de-
lighted by the novelty and beauty of his
imagery, and by the fallies of his wit,
furprifed and fafcinated his hearers. The
ftage happening to be mentioned, and
Mrs. Siddons in Belvidera called from
our youth the pathos of genius fo ir-
refiftibly
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' refiftibly 1mpreﬁ‘1vc, that gliftening cycs
‘and moiftened checks of the fair auditors
bore unequivocal teftimony to the foft-
nefs of their fenfibility. Far tranfcend-

ing all the female guefts, i in the vigour

of her imagination, ;and the tcndcrncfs”

of her he\art, Maria, by the aétion and re-
alion of fancy and of feeling, was more

enchanted and affected by the defcmp-

tions and exhibitions of our hero, than

any of her companions. ~She faw how

exquifitely his countenance correfponded

with the varying fubject; and, indeed,

though fhe did not fee it, her own

was in changing tnifon. The mem-

bers of the party were. fo' extremely

pleafed with each other, that the dawning

morn was the firft intimation that mid-

night was paffed. Late as it was, and

though William had not been in bed the

preceding night, 'yet he lay awake, me-

dltatmg on love and Maria, and wholly

N 3 bent
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bent on winning the affeCtions of fo .
charming ‘a fair. In the tumultuous
eagernels of paffion, reafon did not alto-
‘gether neglet one of her favourite Vo=
taries, but afked, to what end could he
‘indulge his affe@tion? was his fituation
in life fuch asto juftify fo early a mar-.
riage, deferving as the young lady might
be® would not it be prudent to defer his
advances until he had made greater pro-
grefs in the deftined purfuits of life 2=
Honour and humanity faid, ¢ Do not
irretrievably engage the heart of this
lovely and interefting young woman,
before you are affured that no impedi-
ments may retard, or obftacles obftruct
gratification.” To thefe ‘monitors the
ingenuity of love anfwered, ¢ That in-
ftead of oppofing he would fatisfy them .
all.” He was confcious that he poffcﬁ‘cd
talents, erudition, and literary powers,

whxch, if fteadily and um(ormly exerted,
would
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whence he heard the cheerful voice of
his hoft ; when a door opening into the
landing place, Maria unexpectedly pre-
fented herfelf to his enraptured view.—

- He thought her fomewhat pale, and in-
~ quired after‘ her health, not as a compli-

ment, but as one whofe whole foul was
concentrated in its objeét. She anfwer-
ed him with fweetnefs, but ftill attempt-

‘ed indifference. He foftly took hold of

her hand, and earneftly requefted one
moment’s converfation. Confounded by
his addrefs, fhe at firft ftood ftill, but
recolleing herfelf, gently withdrew her
hand, faying, fhe fnult defcend to the
breakfaft-room. The allegation of rea-
fon founding fo like an apology for de-
parture, delighted our hero, who ‘con—
fidently expected ere long he might have
the opportunity which he withed. Moft
of the morning was occupied in viewing

the farms of the fquire and his tenants.
His
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'His own deémefnes evmced the fkill and
ability of the farmer and gardener, that
happily mingled utility with pleafure ;
in whote:plans, culture was the ground-
“work, while decoration was the edging
and interfperfion, in which produtive-
nefs, the primary obje&, did not pre-
clude delight. The fields, hufbandry,
houfes, drefs, and perfons of his tenaats,
** evinced the induftrious and thriving
- farmers of Yorkfhire. J f
. The reft of the vifitors were now de-
parted, and Hamilton was the only gueft.
They rel;u:rnéd to- dinner. The {quire,
‘convivial from fociability, but not in-
temperate from hab&lt, promioted neither
by precept nor by example the abforp-
tion of any more liquor than fuited the
~ taltes of his company. After a cheerful
‘but moderate glafs, the gentlemen joined
Mariain the garden. Young Mortimer
was foon after fummoned to Northaller-

N § ton,
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, ton, on fome bufinefs which would  re-

()

quire about half an hour’s attendance, -

and the fquire was a little after obliged
to give audience to one of his tenants ; fo
that now there remained only our hero
aad the obje& of his adoration. The
reader will not doubt that Hamilton em-
-braced fo favourable an opportunity of
unfolding his fentiments, which he did
with mi"n,glc_d ardour, tendernefs, and de-

licacy. The young lady heard him with

agitation, but an agitation that appeared

to arife more from apprehenfion than
from anger. Educated with the firicteft
 fenfe of decorum and propriety, as well
as modefty, fhe thought fhe was wrong
in liftening to him s but his deportment
was f{o refpectful, engaging, and perfua-
" five, that though fhe once or twice at-

tempted it, fhe was unable to chide him

for {0 hafty a declaration, or even abrupt‘
ly to leave him and retire. She, ina
; very
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_very low voice and faltering accents,
requefted him not to talk on fuch a fub-

jet to her ; they were almoft ftrangers -

‘to one another; it was 1mpoﬁible he
could know fo much of her mind and
difpofitions as to juftify the preference
‘which he profeficd ; though accident had
left them alone at this time, fhe would

~ take care to prevent the recurrence of
fuch a fituation; at leaft, unlefs he pro-

“mifed to defift in future from fuch a
_ topic... Hamilton declared his refolution
_o'open his fentiments to his friend
John, and the was deprecating the ap~
plication, when Jer father rejoining
them, interrupted their difcourfe. :
The following day a hunting pax‘ty
: prcvented the intended exp}anatlon in
the morning; and when they returned
to dinner, a neighbouring gentleman,
who invited himfelf to Oak Grove, was

of the party This was fquire Bloflom,
N 6 , + whofe
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whofe father, a very great farmer near
Richmond, had acquired a confiderable
property by fpeculating in corn and
cattle, and by horfe-dealing; and his
fortune being more than doubled by the
death of a brother, an.opulent manufac=
turer : afhort time before he had died,
leaving to' this his only child, an eftate
of two thoufand pounds a year, ~This
youth having been intended by his fa-
ther for following his own footfteps, had
- received little education, except, fo far
as related to rearing horfes, and difpofing

of them to the belt advantage. In this
Jaft branch he, thqugh only fix and

twenty, had already attained fuch fkill
 tHat he could over-reach colonel O’Black--
leg himfelf, and was faft adding to his
fortune. He, like his father, was alfo a
fkilful corn-dealer 4nd grazier. Ac-
quing his money with great eafe, though
riot liberal to other perfons, he was not
{paring
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{paring in what miniftered to his own
pleafures; being a frefh-coloured ftrap-
ping fellow, he was a fuccefsful gallantin
the country ; and young as he was, was a
kind of a patriarch. This perfon having
neither birth, abilities, or any other
fource of diftin@ion but his riches and -
his vices, confidered money as the firft
conftituent of eminence, and next to that
the dece ption of female credulicy. Blof
fom had frequently feen Maria Morti-
mer, and though without tafte, feeling,
or comprehenfion to do juftice to many
of her charms, yet from fentiments purely
animal, he reégardedherasa very defirable
object. The fortune of Mr. Mortimer
he well knew was confiderably inferior
to his own,and as he had feveral children, -
the portion of his daughters could not
be great. He himfelf was determined
‘not to marry but merely as a matter of

convenience, and had in his eye the only
child
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‘child of an opulent button-maker of
Sheffield. ‘This fellow had the prefump-
tuous wickednefs to conceive difhorour-
able intentions towards the ‘virtuous and
‘elevated Maria. Bur, though not without
‘courage in rencounters of - wreftling,
cudgel-playing, or boxing, he was no
friend to {word and piftol, which he well
knew fuch an attempt would immediate-.
ly raife againft him from Maria’s brother,
who was brave, intrepid, and high {pirit-
ed. Knowing, however, that John was
foon to leave the country, he determin-
ed to execute his nefarious defign, when
its obje& thould, he conceived, be lefs
guarded. He therefore had often vificed
Oak Grove. The father and brother,
though they had no fufpicion of his real
 defigns, yet did not'much approve of his
attention to Maria, and were not {o for-
did as to defire, for the fake of mere

fortune, that fhe fhould facrifice herfelf
i to
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¢o a man whom the did and muft defpife, .
Maria, from whom he had not complete~
_ly concealed his real defign, regarded
. him with contempt and indignation ; but
her fear of involving in a quarrel that
might prove fatal to thofe whom fhe
moft dearly loved, prevented her from
explanations. In fuch circumftances all
that fhe could do was to avoid his com-
pany as much as poflible, and when in
it to treat him with chilling coldnefs.—
[ Bloﬁbm, who confidered his own face and
figure as irrefiftible; imputed this be-
haviour to artifice- and coquei‘ry, “and
perfifted in his fcheme. . Accordingly,
having met with the father and fon, he
offered them his company,intending to re=
turn the hofpitality of the family by ruin-
ing the daughter. As Bloffom and the old
gentleman were riding before, John ina
few words communicated the heads of his

" charater ;—that he was a rich blockhead
- of
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of a profligate horfe~jockey s that ke
hated his company and converfation, as

he was ignorant, impudent, and grofs;'

but that the ‘reception of fuch fellows
was in the country a facrifice, which
muft be frequently made to foci:l neigh-
bourhood. Maria was dreffed that day
with an elegant fimplicity, that rendered
her irrefiftibly bewuchmg Bloflom and
Hamllton, different as they were in their
fentiments and views, both agreed in be-

ing more than ever fired by her charms.

Our hero could have inftantly married
her, to have fuch corporeal and mental
attra@ions his own 5 and Bloffom would

have almoft encountered any rifk to per= |

petrate his purpofe. He eafily faw the
fondnefs of Hamilton, but eftimated its
nature and obje& by the groflnefs and

depravity of his own mind. Hamilton,

he could not help perceiving, was ex=

tremely handfome, and as fuch might
dOUbE:
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doubtlefs procure a rich match; ‘he,
{ thcrcforc, could, in Bloflom’s opinion,
only purfue Maria as a miftrefs. He
could not avoid obferving, that Mifs
Mortimer treated Hamilton with much
~ more complacency than himfelf. Ri-
valry and refentment added frefh incen-
tlves, and he refolved, coft what it Would
to fnatch from the ftranger fo delicioys a
morfel. Having, both during dinner
and after, indulged freely in the bottle,
 his paffion was more and'more inflamed,
. though fomewhat diffipated by long and
~ boafting narratives of his own amours.
In the drawing-rodm he became excef-.
* fively troublefome, and, in the temerity
of infolent brutality, conceiving himfelf
not obferved by the gentlemen, offered
theyoung ladya grofs affront. The eyes of
the virtuousand delicate Maria flafhedfire. -
She threw in his face the fcalding teapot,
and forgetting all her caution, called to

, . her
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her brother to come to turn the fellow
out of the houfe. John hattily feized:
the offender, who {marting with pain,
maddened with liquor and with anger,
began to pour out the abufe of enraged
vulgarity, calling, he was richer than
them all put together. Here’s a fufs,
becaufe ——, and he itated the offence.
John returned this fpeech by a blow,
- which levelled Bloffom with the ground;
and after he recovered, fexzmg hxm,and
being fuperior in ftrength, dragged hm’nh
to the door, and thruft him out of the
houfe. . Bloffom, enraged and bloody,
, haﬂencd to the inn at Northallerton,
thence wrote a defiance, conceived in the
grofleft terms of abufe, avowing his de-
fign, and fwearing thatit fhould be cffed-
ed. Mortimer having read this letter,
declared his refolution to meet the fel-
low immediately. His father and fifter
eagerly befecched him to difregard a
' challenge
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challenge from fuch aman. John, how-
ever, haftily ran out, followed by his fa-
ther; and was immediately after heard
above ftairs in 'his own room. Ha-
- milton was following him, when Maria,
afraid he was going to accompany him
as his fecond, eagerly grafped his arm,
‘and prayed he¢ would hear her for one
minute. ¢ One minute, my lovely Ma--
ria! for my life and for ever.” “ O
my dear fir,” fhe proceeded, ¢ pre-
vent my brother fro;n expoﬁng himfelf,
perhaps, to death : it is all my rafhnefs
and precipitancy. I fhall be the mur-
derer of my kind, accomplifhed, and be-
loved brother. I fhall depriwe'rﬁy father
of his darling fon, and bring his grey
hairs with forrow te the grave. " Do,
Mr., Hamilton, prevent this calainity,
and you will merit my eternal graticude.”
Hamilton told her, that he had juft form-
ed a fcheme, which he trufted would
prevent the extremities fhe apprehended.
He
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He went to his friend, whom he found
vehemently contending with his father,
that he muft meet and chaftife the vil-
lain. “ My dear friend,” interrupted
our hero, ¢ do you belicve me a man
of henour, or that I would fuffer an in-
fult to pafs without a punithment ade-
quate to the fubje& and obje&?” «I
know you would not.” ¢ Do you think
I would accept a challenge from a foot-
man 2” ¢ Unqueftionably not.” <« Or .
fromany one nota gentleman?” - ¢« Cer-
. tainly not.” ¢ Can you think the writer
~of this letter entitled to the treatment of
a gentleman?” < Not by condu; but
by his fituation in life, and the eftimation
of fociety.” ¢ His fituation in life is
nothing to us,” replied our hero, ¢ andif
you will follow my advice, you will fatisfy -
fociety, even that partA of it that {upports
the fa&titious honour of duelling, and pu-
nith the fellow withoutdegrading yourfelf,

a gentleman, to the low level of a brutal
clown.”



EeSs]‘

clown.” William accordingly explamed.
his propofition ; that John fhould write
| an anfwer, declaring ¢ that he would not.
~admit a man of fuch behaviour to the
privilege of a gentieman; but that he
would perfonally chaftife him, and would

. not fuffer him to appear in any public
- meeting, until he had pubiiciy atked
pardon forshis infamous behaviour.” —

. John at laft agreed to this expedlent,
{ig!and alfo to defer the anfwer till the fol-
~ lowing morning, when Bloffom might
have had time to cool and reflect on the
exa& predicament in whxch he ftood.—
Maria and her tailie- #€garded our hero
with the moft dcl:ghted gratitude, and
the remainder of the evening pafled in

tranquillicy.

~ Early in the morning Hamilon be-
took himfclf in queft of the efquire.—
Bloffom, being informed that a gentle-
man from young Mr. Mortimer defired

5 e
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¢o Tee him, was very little pleafed with _
the meffage.  His courage had in a great
degree flowed from the wine which he
drank, and as the fumes were now in a
confiderable degree evaporated, part of
the valour had alfo oozed away. To
give it time to return, or to deliberate
how it might be unneceffary, he pro-
pofed to defer the interview. about two.
hours. Our hero returned at the ap-
pointed time, and was introduced to ti%c o

apartment of Blofflom, whom he found
fitting with a bandage round his head,
. which, however, did not fo completely
cover his face as todprevent it from ex-
hibiting impudence contending with
thame and fear. He received Hamil-
ton civilly, and then'in a bluﬁermc tone
proceeded to exclaim againft young, Mor-
timer. Hamilton cut him fhort by telling
him, his bufinefs was merely to deliver

hlm alcttcr, and, according to the reply,
t0
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to add a fubfidiary meflage. The efquire
having read the letter ; < And fo,” fays
. he, ¢ mafter Mortimer refufes the chal
lenge 2 ¢« Bur,” fays Hamilton, ¢ he
. ftates his reafons and determination,”—
. ¢ Pretty reafons: cowardxce ~don’t you
~ think fo, ClumpP” turning to his groom,
. who had continued in the room. ¢ Be-
fore,” faid our hero, ¢ Mr. Clump. h"xs
the trouble of delivering his fentxments,
I have to afk fimply, Will you apologize
“in’ the required manner:” < Pll be
d—difTdo.” < That’s right,” faid the
groom, ¢ don’t be timberfome.” < Then .
I have farther to inform you, that Mr.
John Mortimer will, in half an hour,
be in the public room, in this inn, to cane
you, if you dare appear there ; and that
he will repeat the fame difcipline in.
every public place where you dare ap-
pear, to teach you the manners befitting

fuch a perfon as you, if admitied into
the



fhe com
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Clump; I fhall not go down flairs.” —
Clump, who was his mafter’s chief con-
fident, and was a fharp fellow, did not
fail to perceive the real motive; but
profefled to acquiefce in the oftenfible.
~ Some time afterwards as gc efquire was

declaring his ardent defire®of having an
- opportunity of chaftifing both Mortimer
and Hamilton, Clump ftanding at the
window, informed him that an opportu-
nity was arrived, for they both were enter-
ing the houfe. < I will go down, don’t
fay a word againft it, Clump.,” ¢ I,
pleafe your honour, I am faying nothing
apaintt i.”? ¢« However you may go
down firlt, to fee what is going on.”—
Clump in a few minutes returned, bear-
in his hand a paper to the following
effect :—

¢ Whereas, a peafant and clown
named Bartholomew Bloflom, cow-
keeper and horfe-jocky, of Docktail-

FOL: 1, o ~ Place,
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Place, near Richmond, impudently and
falfely calling himfelf a gentleman, did
audacioufly, in a vulgar and ribaldrous
letter, fend me a challenge. I hereby
declare, that I will notaccept a challenge
from the fajd Bartholomew Bloflom,
peafant and clown as’ aforefaid ; but I
come prepared to chaftife the prefump-
tuous infolence of the fellow, by caning
him in the public room, or fireets of
Northallerton, or wherever elfe I may
have the good fortune to find him. At
‘the fame time believing him to be a
- poltroon and a wcoward, I fhall forbear
beating him if he confines himfelf to the
~ kitchen or ftables, without arrogating to
himfelf the privilege of making one of
<ompany of gentlemen.
¢ duguft 29. 1789. Joun MORTIMER
Bloffom having perufed this paper,
declared his refolution of inflicting 2 moft
{fevere vengeance on the traducer of his
honeur;
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honour, but thought it would be wifeft
to fufpend the execution of his valour-
ous projects, till after his recovery.—
The wound which had thus refpited the
‘courage of Mr. Bloffom, in the courfe of
the evening fo quickly healed, that though
it rained hard, he fet off in the dark for
Dockeail-place. There he confulted an
attorney, who not without thouchts of
Jix and eightpence often repeated, ftrong-
ly urged a profecution for affault, bac-
tery, and wounding; and not doubting
but in fuch a cafe the adverfary would -
profecute for a cl(]al]engc; he hoped
on the one hand ¢ Bartholomew Blof-
fom, efquire, of Docktail-place, in
the parith of Richmond,‘in the North
Riding of the county of York, plaintiff;
and John Mortimer, efquire, younger,
of Oak Grove, in the parifh of Northal-
lerton, in the aforefaid North Riding,
of the aforefaid county of York, defen-

02 dant;
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«ant ; and on the other hand, John Mor-
timer, efquire, younger, of Oak Grove,
, in the parith of Northallerton, in the
North Riding of the county of York,
_p]aintiﬁ"; and Bartholomew Bloffom,
«efquire, of Dockrail-place, in the parith
of Richmond aforefaid, in the North
Riding of the aforefaid county of York,
defendant, carried through all the pro-
- .cefs of declarations, replies,. rejoindcrs,
and demurs, and abundantly interfperfed
with the vacation after Trinity term,
being on the 29th day of Auguft, in the

- year of our Lord 1789, and in the reign
of our SovercignuLord George the
“Third, King of Great Britain, France,
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and
Arch Treafurer of the Holy Roman
Empire,” would help materially to fill
paper and fwell the bill. Befides Ha-
milten ‘could be introduced as ¢ com-
forting, aiding, and abetting the faid Jobn
' ‘Morti-
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_ Mortimer, &c.” Bloﬂ'om himfeif wag:
averfe to this counfel, and appeared dif~
. pofed to confine his views to having
Mortimer bound over to the peace.—
The lawyer ftrongly urged the contrary,,
but in vain. Finding he could not fuc~
ceed in.bringing on crofs ations, he de-
termined to fuit himfelf to the humour
of his clienr, and advifed the following
expedient for keeping the peace and
preferving the efquire’s honour : Bloflom
was to fend'a thundering defiance to
Mortimer, offering to meet him at
Northallerton, and threatening, if he
would not fight, to cudgel him unmerci-
fully,  The attorney was to communi-
cate thefe bloody minded intentions to a
friend, this friend was to alarm the mayor,
and both parties were to be bound over
to keep the peace. A captain of Militia
delivered this menacing meflage to Mor-
timer. Hamilton and he attended met
03 ; the
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the redoubtable champion in the public
room ; and knowing there was help at,
hand, Bloffom both looked and talked
very big: Mortimer immediately pro-
ceeded to attion ; but the magiftrate and

his attendants ruthing in prevented mif=

chief. The parties were bound over,
and thus the matter terminated.
Meanwhile our hero was becoming
every day more fondly enamoured of
his charming Maria. The young lady
alfo on her part the more fhe knew Ha-
milton the more fhe admired and efteem-

ed his talentsand difpofitions, Flis fuc~

cefsful interference preventing the cataf-
trophe, which her fufceptible imagina=
tion had apprehended, enhanced her re-

gard. She had promifed him her lafting

gratitude ; nor was fhe difpofed to vio-
late fuch an engagement. She now was
not only pleafed, but vifibly delighted

with his company and converfation.—
Befides

iz



[ 2957
Belides that range of genius, extent of
knowledge, and happy power of com-
munication, which muft render him, Ma-
ria thought, refpected and admired m
* public life, he feemed to her to. have
thofe juft moral principles, virtues, and
refined fentiments, which conftitute, at
once, the ufe and pleafure of domeftic
life.  But thinking fo favourably of him,
- and fcelmo fo kindly to him, fhe cau-
tioufly forbore an acknowledgment of
mutual affetion.  She obferved, thatin
his ideas he was lofty and afpiring, and ap-
prehending that whatever love might now
dictate, ambition might hereafter prompt
views and connexions more conducive
to aggrandizemenr.. She, therefore, not
only refufed his immediate offers, but
would admic of no promifes.or engage-
* ments: that if at any, future rime intercik
or inclination might induce ij;é:ta to de=
fire a change, there might be .ne re-
. : 04 ftraing
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firaint upon him from juftice and honour.
Hamilton communicated his paffion to
his friend John, but not thereby any in-
 telligence which he had not difcovered
before, Mortimer told him, that there
was no man whom he thought, in cha-
racter and condué, fo worthy of his dear
Maria, and that their refpective ranks
weze equal; that to fuch a woman as
Maria, he was confident Hamilton would
make an affeGtionate and devoted huf-
band,' and to fuch a man as Hamilton,
Maria would make a tender, fond, and
interefting wife. ¢« But, my dear friend,
(he continued) thereare at prefent ftrong
objections. You have ability, erudmon,
and c]oquence you are breeding toa pro-
feffion in which, with prudence, you may
tife to be at the head; after giving law
to the bar, you may inftru&t and delight
the fenate; inform and dire the cabinet:
thefe are all attaiments within the reach

of
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of William Hamilron : and farther they
are within his with and view. You are
- ambitious and afpiring, but feeking the
pinnacle, you ought not, having fo fteep
an afcent to climb, to burden yourfelf fo
near the bottom, with the cares of a fa-
mily. Your own fortune though fuffici--
ent for your fupport, until your exer=
tions bring fanie and emiolument, yet is
“inadequate to the mainrenance of amin-
creafing family, in the ftyle to which both
youand my fifter are accuftomed, and bes
fore your efforts, by eftablifhing your re--
putation, had infured your fuccefs,embar-
raflments might commence, which break--
ing your {pirits might damp the ardour of
your genius, enfeeble the energy of elo-
quence and make a man of {o tranfeendant:
powers, furpaffed in his profeflions by
plodding mediocrity. My dear Hamilton,
Irevere you, and by my affettion and ad-
mirationIconjure you,atleaft, for the pre-

> : o5 - fent,
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fent, to make no overtures of the kindl
Be called to the bar, be engaged in fom
caufe which will make you known, an
lay the foundation of eminence and opuf
lence. Be once eftablithed, and if yo
continue your love to Maria, I fhal
moft eagerly promote a connection thd
will contribute to her honour and hap
pinefs.” ¢ Happinefs, did you fay,” crie
ouf hero eagerly, have you, my dez
Mortimer, any idea that your fifter is f'é
vourably difpofed.” John aware that 4
anfwer in the affirmative would by n
means conduce to his fcheme of poﬁ
poning the fubyz& evaded a dirett an
fwer, but faid, ¢ In cafes where there i
not certainty we muft draw mfcrcncé
from probability. Withoutflattering you
I mutt fay, that the manifeft affe€tion cJ
fuch a youth as my friend Hamilton is
Jikely to imprefs any woman of [enfibility
that fhould be uncngaocd I have no

; doubt
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doubt that Maria pofTe[Tes fenfibility, and
I firmly believe that when you and fhe

became acquainted fhe was unengaged ;
but I am convinced, that though the
fhould love you, both her reafon and
firength of mind would refufe an affiance,
which the fincereft and beft judging
friends of both muft fee would be, at
prefent, mdxfcr_eet.” Hamilton could not
avoid feeing the fenfe and candour of his
friend’s opinions, and as’ the time was
approaching at which he was obliged to -
go fouth, Mortimer hoped by abfence to
prevent the immediate contraction of {o
premature an engagement.  He knew
that during the reft®of thé autumn he was
to be at Brighton and its environs; and -
thatin winter he wasoccupied by profef-
fional preparations and literary _cxcrtiohg,
and hoped that, while on the one hand the
affiance was fufpended, onthe othergreat
advances would be made towards its con
06 . i C]uﬁun
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clufion with prudence and propriety. He
had frequent conferences with his fifter, in
which, by addreffing himfelf to her un-
derftanding and elevated fentiments, he
endeavoured to. perfuade her to refufe
every proffer for an immediate or early
marriage.  Maria perceived that her
brother was well acquainted with the ftate
of her mind; and did not affe&t either
ignorance of his meaning, or indifference
to its fubjett; the candidly owned that .
her opinion of Mr. Hamilton was very
high, but denied that her heart was irre-
trievably engaged ; having before form=
ed the refolution he defired; fhe -readily
and ftrongly promiféd adherence.  Ha-
milton had already outftayed his time,
“until a letter from his mother earneftly
requefted that he would come fpeedily
to town, to join and direét the autumnal
excurfion, and he had taken his place
for the metropolis for the next day but

6 one,
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one, which was to be on a Monday e
Saturday evening he was penfive and
fad, and Maria was not joyful ;. both her
brother and lover obferved in her coun-
tenance and voice the (oftnefs of forrow,
while a forced cheerfulnefs concealed her
emotions from her father. Having in
“the ftillnefs and folitude of a night un-
interrupted by fleep, given full vent to
‘her tendernefs, fhe was at the ufual hour
in the breakfaft room, exhibiting marks
of increafing dejetion, which even her
father muft have difcovered. Our hero di-
reted to her the touching melancholy of
his countenance, and the wasalmoft over-
come, when her father entering with an
~ open letter, gave it to his daughter, fay-
ing, ¢ Read that, my girl: by Jupiter it
will be a merry year this; two jaunts in
one fummer.” ¢ Two jaunts,” faid his
fon. « Yes, your uncle Benjamin, in-
ftead of wintering in the Weft Indies as
we
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we thought, is come to Portfmouth with
his fhip,. and begs that we may meet
him next week in London, to go down:
with him to his box on the coaft of Suf-
fex.”” - “ On the coaflt of Suffex !’ faid:
Hamilton, eagerly. < Yes, near Wor-
thing, ten miles from Brighton, in the

* flope of the Downs ;. a fweet little place
it is ; he fends Maria there a.draft of a
hundred pounds, for crincum crancums,,
as he calls it, for herfclf, and not for-
getting her fifters at fchool. Seo Moll,.
we fhall be new-rigged.”  Maria’s
face now teftified joy and animation,.
which fhe in vain endeavoured to con-
ceal or even to moderate. Thefe move-
ments her father obferving, turned to
‘the young gentlemen, and facetioufly re-
marked the wonderful effeéts of drefs
and finery upon young women. His fon
faid he was affured the hope of fecing
their beloved uncle made o#¢ part of the

caufe
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caufe of her joy, though not the /fo/e; he
whifpered to his fitter. <« Ah,” faid the
fquire, < brother Ben has a rough face
~ and manner, but he ‘has a kind heart.”
. Hamilcon with the urmoft delight ob-
ferved the change which this unexpected
intelligence effected on Maria, and inter-
preted it in nearly the fame manner as
- John had infinuated. He exprefied great
pleafure in the happinefs he would have
in making his hofpitable friends of Oak-
Grove acquainted with the family party
‘that he was going to join. Elated with
the affurance of fo foon again beholding
his lovely Maria, he departed at the ap-
'pomted time, and arrived in London
without any material occurrence. The
laird of Etterick, his daughter, and fon-
in-law were alfo now arrived, and lodged
at an hotel in the neighbourhood of
- Mrs. Hamiltoh. The laird being alone
with his nephew, exprefled himfelf well

fatisfied
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fatisfied with the behaviour of his-fon-
‘in-law fince William left Scotland.. He
- was very refpeétful and attentive, and
" had hitherto fhewn no difpofition to re-

turn to his former habits, either of pro-
fligacy or preaching. William finding
on enquiry. that his coufin had feen but
very little of London, propofed that, be-
fore they went to:Brighton, they fhould
fpend a week in viewing the metropolis
and its environs, and fucceeded.. They
made exurfions to Windfor, Hampton-
court, Richmond, and other places.—

* One day Mifs Hamilton had gone to the
hotel to make an arrangement for a
party to one of.the tlgeatres,, and pafling’

- through a gallery, met a young lady, who,
after regarding her. very. attentively,

_ blufhed, curtfied, and was pafling along..
* Anelderly gentleman came immediately
after, who having looked earneftly in
Charlotte’s face faid, ¢ I atk your pars
' don,
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don, mifs, is your mame Hamilton ?”—
¢ Yes, fir,” faid fhe, furprifed, ¢ buc §
have not the pleafure of recolleting
you.” ¢ I dare fay not,” faid the gen-
tleman, ¢ for you never faw me in your
life, nor I you, mifs. But, Molly, did
_ youever fee fo ftriking a likenefs ? She’s
his very image, is not fhe?” < Ex--
_ tremely like, indeed,” replied Maria,—
¢« Have you not a brother named Wil-
liam 2’ faid the old gentleman. ¢ Yes,
fir. 1 dare fay, fir, you muft be Mr.
Mortimer.” ¢ Very well gueffed,”
faid the old gentleman, going down
ftairs to give fome arders. Mifs Hamil-
- ton, addrefling the young lady, faiq, I
khov@z you mult be Mifs Mortimer, you
fo exaltly anfwer Walliam’s defcription.”
At this remark Maria blufhed; they re-
turned- together, and being predifpofed
to mutual kindnefs, the one towards a
young lady whom fhe had difcovered,
from
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from the letters and confidential coms=
- munications of her beloved brother, to:
be the obje@ of his fond attachment «
the other towards the fifter and foftened
picture of a man whofc love fhe felt that
fhe requited, they in a quarter of an
hour ceafed to confider one another as.
firangers, The old gentleman now res-
turned with his fon, who had been to
_ call for his friend William, had not found
him at home, but feen his mother; and
accepted an invitation to dine at Hatton
Garden, and promifed to prevail on his.
father and fifter to be of the party, but
found his embafly anticipated by Mife
Hamilton. They were all met except.
William, and the hoftefs knowing he had
fome bufinefs to tranfa& which might
detain him beyond the dining hour,,
ordered dinner. They were juft feated;
and by fome accident, Maria Mortimer.

occupied the place nearelt the bottomf'
(0} &
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of the table, and facing the door, when
Hamilton haftily knocking and entering
the room, the firft object he beheld was
his beloved Maria. Having with an
anxious earneftne(s and confufed eager-
nefs of manner, voice, and countenance
accofted Mifs Mortimer, and with af-
fectionate kindnefs her father and bro-
ther, he learned the meeting at the hotcl,
and had the’ fatisfaction to fee that his
fiter and mother were dehghted with
the objeét of his adoration, It was re-
folved to defer the theatre party till the
following evening; and the day was fpent
with great pleafure,and happinefs:

Our hero had been fo much engroflfed
by either the company or image of
Maria, that he had almoft entirely for-
gotten his old flame, Jenny Collings.—
Though Jenny had not forgotcenrhim s
yet finding hiz abfence very tedious, the
began to liften to the addrefivs of another.

This
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This ofher, it feems, was that redoubt-
able champion efgquire Bloflom, who be-

ing frequently in London, had feen Mifs -

Collings before his late adventure with:
 Mortimer, and afterwards choofing to
change the feene a little had come to
London, and renewed his application, in
- hopes of feducing the virtue of the fair
Collings. He had fucceeded, and had
lived with her about a week, when one
morning a gentleman was introduced in
a naval uniform, who, in rather a ftern
voice and manner demanded to fee Mifs
~ Collings. Bloffom ‘told him, that there
was no fuch perfon®in the houfe; the
officer anfwered, ¢ That is falfe, I'know
fhe is here; I faw her at the window.—
Your name is Bloffom ;. you have fe-
duced my fifter, and if you do not
arry her intantly, this moment is your
fat.”—With that he pulled out a brace

of piltols. Jenny bcmg well tutored fot
the
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the purpofe, ran out with her hair dif-
thevelled, and throwing herfelf at her

~ brother’s feet, conjured him not to mur-

der her betrothed hufband. ¢ Are you
this lady’s hufband 2’ Bloflom made no
anfwer : ‘the lady anfwered, < He is in
confcience and honour, but I acknow-
ledge notinlaw. Bloffom, afraid of the
piftols, which were prefented and cocked,
refolved to temporize that he might get
away, and accordingly acknowledged
that he had promifed marriage, and that
he was willing and ready to perform his
engagement. That, faid the feaman, alters
the cafe, though I*ftill muft blame my
fifter’s fimplicity and credulity ; yet, as
I find you difpofed to make an honour-
able atonement, I fhall bury the paftin
oblivion, There are two friends of mine
without who will witnefs your propofal of

‘amends. The friends were called in, the

brother agreed in their prefence to pardon
Bloffom,
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Bloflom, if he immediately performed the

- engagement which he had admitted. ¢ I
am, (he faid,) obliged to be out of town
to-morrow afternoon, therefore we muft

_finith the calls of honour and juftice im-
mediately. There is a coach in wait-
ing, let us now, Mr. Bloffom, go te
Doétors’ Commons and procure a li-

cepcee for to-morrow morning.” Blof-
fom demurred at this propofal, but the
ftern and peremptory condu&t of the

brother over-ruled his objeétions. He
accompanied Collings and his compa-
nions, the licence was obtained, the

- brother did not lofe fight of the bride-

groom ; the next day the nuptials werc

folemnized, and the new-married couple

fet off for Docktail-Place. Before their

departure, the lady being informed that

our hero was returned, wrote the fol-

lowing epiftle to our hero;
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< My beloved Hamilton,

« Rinding that you are become tE)’tél]’y
indifferent to your Collings, I have,
contrary to my own inclination, liftened
to the advices of my friends, and ac-
«cepted the addrefles of another. 1 am
now the wife of Bartholomew Bloffom,
efquire, of Yorkfhire, a gentleman of
great fortune and merit. As my affec-
tion for you .and its confequences have
been concealed from moft others, I have
that confidence in' your honour, that I
- am affured no paflage will ever efcape
your lips that cam %H'e& the tranquillity
of your affectionate and devoted :

‘ | ¢ Jawe Brossom.”

“P.S. Though I have made a fort
of vow to myfelf for ever to abfain
from your enchanting and dangerous
company, I fhould with to fee you once
to corvince you, that though prudence

: and
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