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~ Mrs. Bennet deigned not to make any re- 

ply; but, unable’ to contain: herself, began 

scolding one of her daughters. _ 

“Don't keep coughing so, Kitty, for hea- 

ven’s sake!» Have a little compassion on my 

nerves. You tear them to pieces.” 

« Kitty has no discretion in her coughs,” 

said her father; “she times them af 

“J do not cough for my own! amusément,” 

replied Kitty fretfully. When is your next 

ball to be, Lizzy?” 

To-morrow fortnight.” 
்‌ 

«Aye, so 16197 பம்‌ 1மா mother, “ and 

Mrs. Long doés not come back tll the day. . 

before ; so, it will be impossible for her to 

introduce him, for she will “not know him 

herself?) igi xs 

“ Then, my dear, you may have the advan- ; 

tage of your friend, andantroduce Mr. Bing- 

ley'to her?’ ட. 5 பத்க்‌ 

“ Impossible, Mr. Bennet, mpossible, when 

Iam not acquainted with him myself; how 

«can you be so teazing : 

«J honour your circumspection. A fort- 

night’S acquaintance is certainly very ‘ttle. 

One cannot know what a man really is by the 

end of a fortnight. But if we do not venture, 

somebodyselse will; and after all, Mrs. Long” 

and her nieces must Stand their chance ;“and® 

B4 therefore,



‘oO 

 



ட ப 9 i 

eee How good it was in poi, ‘my. “dear Mr. 

Bennet! But knew I should persuade: you 

“at last. I was sure you ved your girls’ too» 

well toméglect ட்‌ ich an acquaintance. Well, 

how pleased I am! and it is such a good joke, 

too, that you should have gone this ree: 

and never said a word about it till now.” 

_. “Now, Kitty, you may cough as-much as 

you chuse,” said’ Mr. Bennet; and, as he © 

spoke; he~ Jeft the room, ட்‌ with the சட்‌ 

raptures of his wife. : 

“ What an excellent father you have, girls” ee 

~ saids, she,” ‘when the door was shut. “I do 

notknow how you. will ever make him amends 

  

for] s kind or me either, for that mat=" 

  

ters . Ato our time of life, iti ‘is not so pleasant, 

ண்‌ tell you, to be making’ new acquaint- 

ance every day; but for your sakes, we would 

do any thing. “Lydia, my love, thoughi you 

are the youngest, I dare say Mr. Bingley will 

dance with youlat the next ball.” 2 

« Oh!” said Lydia stoutly, “Iam not . 

afraid; for though T am a youngest, Tm” 

the tallest?” ்‌ 

The rest of the cae ‘was spent in con- 

- jectuting how’soon he would return Mr. Ben- 

net’s visit, and determining. when they should 

ask him to dinner. | - 
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்‌ மித ப்ள Mr. 

ae 5 Gait? and sat. about: ten minutes with 

him in his libfary.. He had entertained hopes 

of being admitted to\a sight of the young la~ 

dies, of whose beauty he had heard much ; 

but he saw only the father. Phedadies:were - 

- somewhat more fortunate, for ‘they had the” 

advantage of ‘ascertaining from an upper “win- 

dow, that he wore a blue coat’and டி a 

black horse. ட்‌. ee : 

_ An invitation to ன்‌ Was soon னான்‌ ம்‌ 

dispatched ; and, already had Mrs. Bennet 

anned the courses that were to do credit to 

her house-keeping, when an. answer “arrived. 

which deferred it all. «Mr. .Bing 

obliged to be im town the follow ‘day, and 

consequently unable to.accept the honour of 

their invitation, Sie. Mrs. Bennet was quite 

disconcerted, She could not imagine what 

business he could ‘have im town so/soon after 

chis azrival in Her -tfordshire ; and she began to 

fear that he might be always flying about from 

one place to another, and never settled at Ne- 

thérfield as he ought to be. Lady Lucas 

qiiieted her fears a little by starting the idea 

of his being gone to London only to get a 
+B ee large 
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keep his house ; and Tam much mistaken if We 

shallnot find avery charming neighbour in her.” 

» Elizabeth Tistened in silence, but was not 

~ convinced; their behaviour at the assembly 

had not been calculated to please in general ; 

and with more quickness of observation and 

less pliancy of temper than her sister, and with 

a judgment too unassailed by any attention to 

herself, she was very little disposed to approve - 

them. They were infact very fine ladies; 

not deficient in good humour when they were 

pleased, nor in the power of being agreeable 

where they chose it; but proud and conceited. 

They were rather: handsome, had been edu+— 

cated in one’ of the first private seminaries in 

town;had a fortune of twenty thousand pounds, 

were in'the habit of spending more than they 

ought, and of associating with people of rank ; 

and were therefore in every respect entitled to 

think well of themselves, and meanly of others. 

They were of a respectable family im the north 

of England; a circumstance more deeply im- 

pressed on their memories than that ‘their 

brother’s fortune and their own had been ac- 

quired by trade. © 

r. Bingley inherited property to the 

amount of nearly an hundred thousand pounds 

from his father, who had intended to purehase 
an
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to Mrs. Bennet. ‘They had § 8 4 hildren. 
The eldeat of them, a வல்லது in 

  

That the Miss Lucases ans. ‘the Miss Ben- 

nets should meet to talk over a ball was ab- 

solutely necessary; and the. grams. after the 
assembly brought the formerdo I 

  

hear and to communicate. 

__ * You began the evening well, Charlotte,’ 4 
said Mrs. Bennet with civil self-ecommand to 

Miss Lucas. “ You were eee elev first 
choice.” 

fe. Yes: ஆய he seemed to like his second _.- 
better.” - ஒன்‌. ஜி 2 

“ Oh =you mean Jane, I suppose, because 
he danced with her twice. . To be sure that did 

seem Qs if he) admired. her—indeed I rather 

believe he did—I heard something about it— 

but I hardly know. what=-something about | 
Mr: Robingonv22) ஈட்ட ஆ 3 

_ “ Perhaps you.-mean what I overheard ee 
tween him and Mr. Robinsén; did not I 

mention it to, you? Mr. Robinson's asking 

him how he. Tiked our Meryton. assembligs, 

and whether he did not think there were a. 

great many pretty women. ம்‌ the room, and 

which he thought the prettiest? and his an- 
ன்‌ ட immediately to the last.question—Oh! : 
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would ‘be to passimany tes in this man- 
ner— ve அப்ப y and indeed I am quite 

On. I was tlever more annoyed 1.. 
and yet the noise sathe : aot. | 

yet the self-importance of all these 
people -—What wets if ee te oa your stric- 

    
   

   

  

sure you, My mind was more agreeably en- 

gaged. Dliave been meditating ‘on the very 

great pleasure which a pair 6f fine eyes in ப 

_ face of a pretty woman can bestow.” 
Miss Bingley immediately fixed her eyes on 

his face, and desired he would tell her what 

cone is ர்‌ wrong, I as- 

lady had the credit of inspirmg such reflections. ° 
Mr. Darcy replied with great intrepidity, 

“ Miss Elizabeth Bennet.” a 

டப்ப Elizabeth Bennet!” repeated Miss. 

Bingley.” “J am allastonishment. How long 
has‘shie been sucha fayourite?—and | pray when 
am [ to wish you joy 2??? 

“That is exaetly the ரா. which I ex- 
peeted you to ask. A lady’s imagination is 
very rapid; it jumps from admiration to love, 

from love to matrimony in a mometit. I knew 
you would be wishing me joy.” = - 
a Nay, if you are so serious தப it, I shall 

consider the, matter as 1 அதம்‌ settled:-— 
்‌ ் ்‌ ட்ட You 
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gone long, before நித்யம்‌ பணி 
easy? for he ig ட her பத was    

     evening witl ut intermission ; "Fine cer 

could not come back. As ee 

« This was a lucky idea of mine, Bndedta Ly 

னி Mrs, Bennet, more than once, as if the 

credit of making it rain were all her own.— 

Till the nextifhorning, however, - she was not 

aware of all the felicity of her. contrivance. : 

Breakfast’ was ee over when a' “servant 

from Netherfield nee the க oe 

for Elizabeth :* : 

ee My” “dearest Lich 5 a. 

01 நதி myself very unwell ae Morning, 

which, I suppose, is'to be imputed to my get. 

ting wet through yesterday. My kind fr 

val not — SY மர home till’         

  

should hear of his having been to me+and ex- 

cepting a gore-throat and hea - there “ie 

| aye much the matter with me. 

    

   

  

    i Well, : my ear p. bens 

“Blizabeth had: read’ "the note aloud, “if your 

daughter should have a dangerous fit of ill- 

ness, if she should die; it. would be a comfort 

to know that itayas all in pursuit of Mr. Bing- 

ley, and under your orders.” ee 

்‌ cr!
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* They. are generally long; but whether 

always chasming, it is not for me to determine.” 

_ © Tt is a rulé with me that a person who can 
write a lortg letter, with ease, cannot write ill.” 

“That will not do for a compliment: to 
Darcy, Caroline,” cried her brother—‘“ be- 

cause he does mot write withease. He studies 

too much for words of four syllables Do not - 

you, Darcy ?” * 
ட்‌ My style of writing is vey different from 

youre 
!” cried Miss Bingley, “ Charles writes 

in the: most” careless way imaginable. He. 
leaves out half his words, and blots the rests 

«My ideas flow so rapidly that I have® 
time to express them—by which means ‘my 

   
letters sometimes convey no ideas at all tommy. e 

Correspondents.” ‘ 2 

‘s Your bumility, Mr. Bingley,” said Eliza- 
beth, “ must disarm reproof? by 

« ப ன issmore deceitful,” said Darcy, 
“ than the appearance of humility. ~Teis often 
only carelessness of opinion, and sometimes an 
mtirect ௦௨812 ௮ 

ஆ அஸ்ர்‌ which of ‘the two: do you call my 
‘Tittle recent piece Of modesty a a 

“ The indirect. boast ;- for ¥0 
proud of your defects in Wri ause you 

consider them as proceeding from a rapidity of 
கரவு க இ 5. உ ங்மதிட்‌ 
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thought and. carelessness of cvecution, which, 
if not estimable, you think «tlcas’ highly in=_ 
teresting. The power of ding any thing ih 
quickness is always. much, prized! by the pos- 
‘sessor, and ofte n without: any attention ‘to the 

imperfection. of the performance. When you 

told Mrs. Bennet this moming, that if you ever 

resolved on quitting Nethenfield you should be 

gone in five minutes, you meant it to be a sort 

of panegyric, of compliment to yourself—and 

yet what is there so very laudable in a precipi- 

tance which must leave verymecessary buisiness 

undone, and can be of mo real fidvantage to 

_yourself or any one else?” - ௩ 
Nay,” criedsBingley, “ this = Mog. much, — 

temember at night all the*foolish things that 

saidin the morning. And yet, upon my 

ur, I believed what T said of myself to be 

ஜ்‌ true, and I believe it at this moment oa Atleast, 

hota assume the சன்‌ of 

  

    

   

        

   

   

  

   

  

Ly you pelieved it; but L i 

no means conyinced that you aa be gohe — 

- with such oe te “eon பதக்‌ would = 

    

   
Y ர்‌ to say, ‘ < Bingley, 

tall next week,’ you would — 
. probably



probably do it—you would probably not go— 

and, at another word, might stay a month.” 
_. You have only proved by this,” “cried 
ஜ்‌, Elizabeth? that Mr. Bingley did not do jas- 

| face to bis#@wn disposition.» You have shewn 
him off now much more than he did himself.” 

I am exceedingly gratified,” said Bingley, 
« by your converting what my friend says ito 

4 compliment on the sweetness of my temper. 
But I am afraid you are giving it a turn which 
that gentleman did by no means intend; for he 
would certainlythink the better of me, if, under 
such @ cirettmstancey I were to give a flat js 
nial, and ride off as fast as I could.” Fe 

« Would Mr. Darcy themeonsider the rash- 
ness of your original mtention as atoned for 
~by your, obstinacy in adhering toat?” , 
~.“ Upon my word I cannot exactly ஷு 1 
the matter Darey must speak for himself ?” a 

“ You expect me to accotant.for opinions 

whieh you chuse to call mine, t which I 

have never acknowledged. low! “the case, 

_ kOwever, to stand according to your represen- 
- tation, ygu must remember, Miss Bennet, that 

the friend who, is supposed to desire his 
‘return to the house, and the. delay “of his 

“plan, has merely. desixed i itjasked it without 

atoning one argument in: its pro- 

priety.” ; 
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« To yield readily —easily—to the es 

sion of a friend is no merit with you.” = 
“To yield without conviction is no com- 

pliment to thé understanding of either.” வ 
aut ‘You appear to me, Mr வகு, to allow © 
nothing for the influence of friendship’ and 
affection. A regard for the requester would 
often make one readily yield to a request, 
without waiting for arguments to reason one 
into it. I am_ not, particularly speaking of 
such a case as you have supposed about Mr. 

“Bingley. We may as well wait, perha s, till 
the ¢ircumstance occurs, before We discuss the 

discretion of his behaviour. thereupon. But 

in general and ordinary cases between friend 
and friend, where one of them is desired by 
the, other to change a resolution of no very’ 

“great moment, should you think ill of that 
person for complymg with the desife, without 
waiting to be afgued into it?” ~ 

«Wil e advisable before we த 
ceed on th pject, tO arrange with rat 
moré precision the degrée of i importance w 

is to appertain to this reque: As well as the 

degree of intimacy subsigtitig, between the, 
parties ’” 

  

     

      

    

   
«¢ By all” cid Bincley “let us 

hear all the iculars, not forgetting their 
at and size; for that will have comparative he 

more



(அ... ்‌ 
more weight in the argument, Miss Bennet, 

, athan you uray | ‘be aware of, I assure you that 
if Darey werg not such a great tall fellow, in 
comparison ‘with myself, | shotild not pay him 
half so பிக deference. I declare I do not 
know a more awful object than Darey, on parti- » 

cular oceasions, and in particular places; at his 
own house especially, and of a Sunday yeni 

when he has nothing to do.” 

~Mr. Darcy smiled; but Elizabeth nade 
she could perceive- that he was rather of+— 

fended; and. therefore checked her laugh.— 

Miss Bingley warmly x resented the indignity he 
had received, in an “expostulation with her 

brother for talking such no#isense. eer 
“J see your design, Bingley,” said his 

friend.—‘“ You dislike an காம்பு and ப்‌. 
to silence this.”” a 

ia ‘Perhaps Ido. Arguments are too uel 

like disputes. If you and Miss Bennet will 

defer yours till J am out of the om, I shall 

ry thankful ; a then om say what- 
F you like of me. 

% What you 

      

: Paid’ Elizabeth, “is no 

sacrifice on my digs ‘and Mr. Darcy had much 

better finish his letter.” 

Mr. Darcy took her ad ட a 

     

  

d didgfinish -    

  

his letter. 
When that business was ove: , he applied to 

- ES 2 க Miss



ee , ( ) 

Miss Bingley and Elizabeth for the indulgence 
of some music. Miss Bingley nioved with. _ 
alacrity to the piano-forte, and” qfter a polite 

request that Elizabeth would lead’ the way, 
which the other as politely and m@¥e earnestly 
negatived, she seated herself. 

Mrs. Hurst sang with her sister, and while 
they were thus employed, Elizabeth could not 

help observing, as she turned over some music 

pooks that lay on the mstrument, how fre- 

quently Mr. Darcy’s eyes were fixed’ on her. 

She hardly knew how to suppose that she 
could be an object of admiration to so great a 
man; and yet that he should look, at her be- 
cause he dislikedher, was still more strange. 
She could only imagme however at last, that — 

she drew his notice because there was a some- 
‘thing about her more wrong and reprehensible, 
accordmg to his ideas of right, than in any 

other perso present. The supposition did 
not paind She liked him too little to care 

for his approbation. 
After playing some தால. Miss Pine 

ley varied the charm by 
and soon aftérward8"Mre Darey, drawing near 
Elizabeth, said-to her— © ~ ட்‌ 

“ Do not yourfeel a great inclination, Miss 
Bennet, to seize such an error tunity ள்‌ danc- 

“ing aveel?? 
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She smiled, but made no answer. He re- 

,peated the»question, with some surprize ன்‌ her 
silence. = 

COLE, said she, “T heard you before ; but 

T could. n@teimmediately determine what to 
say in reply, You wanted me, I know, to say 
‘Yes,’ that you might have the pleasure’ of 
despising my taste; but I always delight in 
dverthrowing those kind of schemes, and cheat- 
ing a person of their premeditated contempt. 
T have therefore made up my mind to tell you, 
that I do not want to danice a reel at es 

- now despisé me if you dare.” 

“ Indeed: I do not “dare? 

Elizabeth, having rathenjexpected to aoe 
_ him, was amazed? at his gallantry ; but there 

‘was @ mixture of sweetness and archness i ip 

her manner which made it difficult for her டி” 
_affront anybody ; ; and: Darey had never been so ~ 

bewitched by any woman as he was by her. 

H@ feally believed, that were it Hob for the1 in- 
jority of’ her connections, 

ze a = 

           

    
  

“fiaiebrive from teen ட்‌ 

Elizabeth.
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She often tried to provoke Darcy into dis- 

liking her guest, by talking of their supposed - 
marriage, and planning ne ர in such. 
an alliance. ie 

“ T hope,” said she, as thoy Were walking 
: together i in the shrubbery the next day, “you 

will give your mother-in-law a few hints, when 

this desirable event takes place, ag.to the ad~ 

yantage of holding her tongue; and if you caf 

compass it, do cure the younger girls of running 

after the officers:—And, if I may mention so 
delicate a subject, endeavour to check that 

little something, bordering on conceit and im- _ 
pertinefice, which your lady possesses.” 

« Have you any thing else to propose for 
my domestic felicity ! பா்‌ ° 

“ Oh! yes.—Do Jet the portraits of your’ ” 
uncle and aunt Philips be placed in the gal- 

lery at Pemberley. Put them next to “your. 

great uncle the judge. “They are in, the same 

profession, you | know ; only in different Tittes. « 

As for your Bliza beth’ $ picture, you must not 

attenipt to have it taken, for what painter come 

do justice to those beautt fu f ee 

“Tt would not -be e indeed, ‘to catch 

their expression, but their colour and shape, 

and the eye-lashes, 80 ல்‌ bly fine, might" 
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At that moment they were met from another 

walk, by Mys. Hurst and Elizabeth herself. 
“J did not ;kmow that you intended to 

walk,” saideMiss Bingley, in some confusion, 

lest they ha a ech overheard. ்‌ 
“ You used us abominably ill,” answered 

Mrs. Hurst, “running, away without telling 

us that you were coming out.” oe 

‘Then taking the disengaged arm of Mr, 

Darey, she left Elizabeth to walk by herself. 

The path just admitted three. Mr. Darcy 

felt their rudeness and immediately said,— 

“ This wabk is not wide enough for our 

party. We had better go into the avenue.” 

* But Elizabeth, who had mot the least in- 

clination to remain with them, laughingly 

    

‘answered, 2, 

« No, no; stay where you: are. You are ., 

charmingly group’d, and appear to uncom- 

mon advantage. The picturesque would be 

spoiltiby admitting a fourth. Good bye.” 

‘She then.ran gaily off, rejeremg, as she 

rat abled about, in the hope of being at home 

f avin in a day © : » Jane was already so 

‘much recovered as end leaving her room: 

_ fora couple of hous that evelling. 
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CHAPTER SF 

‘Wuewn the ladies ‘removed “after dinner, 
Elizabeth ran up to her sister, and seeing her 
well guarded from cold, ல her into the 
drawing-room, where she was welcomed by 
her two friends with many professions of plea- 

_ sure; and Elizabeth had never seen them so 
E Goreemble as they were during the hour which 
passed before the gentlemen appeared: Their 
powels of conversation wefe considerable. 
‘They could describe an entertainment with 
accuracy, relate an anecdote with humour, 
and laugh at their acquaintance with spirit.\ 

But when the gentlemen entered, Jame was 

no longer the first object; Miss Bingley’s 
eyes were instantly tummed. towards வ்‌ and 
she had 89 பனி 
had -advaneed 

himself on, to"Miss டட with a odie 
congratulation; Mr. Hurst: also made: her a 
shght bow, and said he was ‘very glad;” but 
diffuseness and’ warmth reifiained for Bingley’s 
salutation. He was full of j Joy and attention. 
The first-half hour was spent in piling up the 
fire, lest she should iy from the change of 

’ room ; 
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room; and she remoyed at his desire to the 

other side of the firé=place, that she might be 

farther from the door. He then sat down. by 

her, and tlked scarcely to. any one else. 

Elizabeth,: abwork in the’ opposite corner, saw 

it all-with great delight. ae 

“~ When tea’ was over, Mr. #urst reminded 

his sistefin-law of the card-table—but in vain. 

She had obtained private intelligence that Mr- 

“ Darey did not wish for cards; and Mr. Hurst 

soon foutid even his open pétition rejected. 

She assured him that no one intended to play, 

and the silenee of the whole party on the sub- 

ject, seemed {6 justify her. Mr. Hurst had 

therefore nothing to do, but to stretch himself 

on one of the sophas’and go to sleep. Darcey 

took up a book; Miss Bingley did the same: 

and Mrs. Hurst, principally occupied in play- 

ing with, her bracelets and rings, joied now 

and then imsher * prother’s conversation with 

“Miss Bingley’s attention wasiquit Pas much © 

ட ட! in watching MY. Darey’s progress 

though fis book, a8 in reading her own; and 

she was perpetually either, making some im- 

அம்ரு, ௦ looking at his pagé. She could not 

‘win him, howevyer,) to” any “conversation he 

merely answered her question, and read on. 

. At length, quite exhausted” by the attempt to 

E 6 _ be 
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be amused with her own book, which-she had - 
only chosen because it was the second volume 
of his, she gave a great yawn and said, “How 
pleasant it is to spend an evening 1g this way! 

- I declare after all there i is nd enjoyment like 

reading ! How much sooner one,tires of any 

thing than of a book !—When I haye.a house 
of my own, I shall be miserable if I have not 

‘an excellent library.” ப 

‘No one made any reply. She then yawned 

again, threw aside her book, and cast her eyes 
© round the room in quest of some amusement; 

when hearing her brother mentioning a ball to 

Miss Bennet, she turned os towards 
him and said, 

“« By the bye, Charles, are you really serious’ 
in meditating a dance at Netherfield?—I worl 

advise-you, before you determine on it, to 

consult the: wishes of. me prescyk party ; Lam 

  

«Tf you mean ஷிட்‌ cried er brother 
_ “he may go to bed, if he chuses, before at 

' begins—but as for the ball, it is quite a 
' settled thing; and as sooias Nicholls has 

: made white soup எழுதி வட மப்‌ 

மூ cards.” 

“TJ should “lke Pee Seoiels better,” she 
replied, |
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replied, “if they were carried on in a different. 
manner; but there is something insufferably 

tedious in the’uswal process of such.a meeting. 
It would surély be much mote rational if con- 

versation ingtead of dancing made the order of 

the day.” 

“ Much more rational, my*dear Caroline, I 
dare say, but it would not be near so much 

like a ball.” 

“Miss Bingley made no answer; and soon 

afterwards got up and walked about the 
room. Her figure was elegant, and she 

walked well ¢ a. Darcy, at whom it was all 

aimed, was still inflexibly studious. “In. the 

desperation of her. feelings. she resolved on 

one effort more ;«and, oS to Elizabeth, 

said, ' 

"Miss Eliza Bennet, let me. னியா you 
to follow my example, and ‘take a turn about 
the room, லாக 20110 ‘ery tefreshing 

aft ar sitting so long” im one. attt 

izabeth was surprized, but agreed to it 

iaiinediately. Miss Bingley succeeded. no 

legs in the real object of her civility; Mr. 

      

- Darcy looked up. “He was as much awake to 

the novelty of aiden. an that quarter as . 
‘Elizabeth herself could: ‘be, arid unconsciously 

closed his book. He was ditectly invited to 

jon their pe but’ ‘he declined it, observing, 
that
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that he could imagine bit two motives for their 
ehusing to walk up and down the room to-, 
gether, with either of which motives his. join- 

‘S
al

 

ing them would interfere. ப What° could டீ. 
mean? she was dying tO"know what could be 
his meaning”—and asked Elizabeth whether 
she could at all understand him? — 

“ Not at all,” was her “answer; “but de- 
_ pend upon it, he means to be severe on us, 
and our surest way of disappointing hi will 

be to ask nothing about it.” 
Miss Bingley, however, was டா of 

disappointing Mr. Darcy. in any thmg, and 
persevered therefore in requiring an பட 
ன of his two motives. 

“T have not the smallest objection to ex- 
planing them,” said he, as soon as she allowed 
him to speak, “You either chuse this method 
of passilig ee evening: »becati$e you are in 

ce ai have secret ட, 
‘ because. you are conscious 

your figures appear to the greatest கடா 
in walking ;—if the first, I should be com- 
pletely in your way;—and-if the second,’ I 
can admire you ae த as ட்‌ sit by the 
fire.” 
i On! டர்‌ "cried Miss Bingley. 

“ T never heard any thing so abominable. 
How shall we punish hinrfor such a speech ?” 

oN ons: 
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‘« Nothiyg’ so easy, if you have but the in- 

_dlination,”, said Elizabeth. “ We can all 
“plague.and punish one another. Tease him— 
laugh at lam? —Intimate as you are, a must 
know how iti ist to beldone,” ்‌ 

“ But upon my honour I do not. a ல்‌ 
assure you that my intimacy has not yet taught 
me that: Tease calmness of temper and pre- 
sence of mmd! No, no—I feel he may defy 
us there. And as to laughter, we will not ex- 
pose ourselves, if you please, by attempting to 
laugh without a subject. Mr. ate may 
hug himself” _ fe 

“ Mr. Darcy is not to be landeee at e க்‌்‌ 

Elizabeth. “ That is an- 1000011200 advan- 
tage, and uncommon I hope it will continue, 
for it would be a great loss to me to have 

many. such acquaintance. I dearly love a 

laugh.” ஒலு = 
fe Miss Binge 

நகக்‌ men, nay, the. wees and hore of their 

actions, may be rendered ridiculous au a 

person whose first-object in life is a joke.” 

ee Certainly,” ‘replied. Elizabeth“ there 
are such people, but [hope I am not one of | 

"them. I hope I never ridicule what is wise or 

good. Follies and nonsenSe} whims and in- 

consistencies do divert me, I own, and:I laugh 

at 

   

  

      



(ர 

dt them whenever I cati—But thasey I suip- 
" pose, are precisely what you are without.” . 

« Perhaps that is not possible for any one. 
But it has been the study of my “life fo avoid - 
those weaknesses. whicl®ften e expose a ro 

understanding to ridicules” 
« Such as vanity and pride.” 
“ Yes, vanity is a weakness indéed. But 

_ pride—where there is a real superiority of 
mind, pride, will be always under ood ees 

ட்‌ lation.” 

Elizabeth ttitned away to hide a oy 
_ “ Your examination of Mr.Darcy is over, I 
resumé,” said Miss Bingley ;—“ and pra P Yo prey. 

what is the result 2” 

“ 1am perfectly convinced by it that Mr. 
Darcy has.no defect. a0 owns it a 
without disguise.” ‘ 

“ No”’=said Darcy, “ li have made no beech 
pret T have faults enough, but they. 
are not, [hope, of understanding. Myitem- 
per I dare not vouch for.—It is, I believe, too 

~ 

littleyielding certainly too little for the con- ~ 

venience of the world. I cannot forget tle ~ 
follies and vices of others 80% soon as I ought, 

nor their offences against my self.. My feelings: 
are not puffed about with every attempt to 
moye them. My arcs would perhaps be 

called 
ர்‌
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called அதரம்‌ My. goo 

15, Jost for ever.” s 

« Phatas a failing indeed !”—cried ioe 
beth. « Insplacable resentment is a shade in. 

a character. But yousilave chosen your fault 
well.I really cannot daugh at it. You-are 
safe from me.” ; 

“ There ig, I believe, in every disposition a 

teridency to some particular evil, a natural 

defect, which not even the best education can 
overcome.” ு 4 

pe And au defect is a propensity to hate a 

every body.”.° 5 

« And yours,’ *he replied, with a smile, Gj 18 
\Wilfully to misunderstand them.” 

“ Do let us have a. little. music, Med 

Miss Bingley, tired of a conversation in which 

she had no share-—“ Louisa, you will not 

mind-my waking-Mr.Hurst 
Her sister made not the alle Ppction, 

and sthiley piano- -forte was opened ; and Darcy, 

after a few anoments’ recollection, was) not 

sorry for it. He began to feel the danger of 

paying Elizabeth too much attention. 

   
opinion once lost 
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CHAPTER XII. ° 

Ty consequence of an agreement between 
the’sisters, Elizabeth wrote the next morning 

to her mother, to beg that the carriage might 
be sent for them in the course of the day. 
But Mrs. Bennet, who had calculated on her 

daughters remammg at Netherfield ‘till the 
: Nae Tuesday, which would exactly finish 

Jane's week, could not bring herself to receive 
them with pleasure before. Her answer,- 
therefore, was not propitious, at least not to 

Elizabeth’s wishes, for slfe was impatient to 
get homey Mrs. Bennet sent them word that 
they could not possibly have the carriage be- 
fore Tuesday 5 and in her postscript it was 
added, that if Mr. Bingley and his sister 
pressed them to stay longer, she could: spare 
them very well.— Against staying longer, how- 
eyer, Elizabeth was positively resolved—nor 
did she much expect it would be asked ; ‘and, 

fearful, on the contrary, as bemg considered 

as intrudimg themselves needlessly long, she 

urged Jane to borrow Mr. Bingley’s carriage 
immediately, and. at length it was settled that 
their eppimal design of leaving Netherfield that 

morning



  

morning should be mentioned, and the request 

0 ்‌ 

‘The communication excited many profes- 

sions of concern; and enough was said of 

wishing them to stay atleast till the following 

_ day to work on Jane; and till the morrow, 

their going was deferred. Miss Bingley ‘was 

then sorry that she had proposed the delay, 

for her jealousy and dislike of one sister much 

exceeded her affection for the other. 

The master of the house heard with real 

- sorrow that they were to go so soon, and re~ 

peatedly tried to »persuade Miss Bennet that 

_.it would not be safe for her=that she was not 

enough recovered; but Jane was firm where 

she felt herself to We right. ~ pee 

~ To Mr. Darcy it was welcome intelligence 

—Elizabeth had been. at Netherfield long 

enough. | She: attracted = him more than he 

liked—and Miss Bingley was aneivil to her, 

and mere: teasing than usual to himself. He 

wisely resolved to be particularly careful that 

no sign of admiration should now escape him, 

nothing that could*elevate her with the hope 

of influencing his, felicity ; sensible that if 

such an idea had been suggested, his beha- 

viour during the last day must haye material 

weight in confirming or erushing it. Steady 

to his purpose, he scarcely spoke ten words 

a 3 - to 

 



  

to her through the whole of Saturday, and 
though they were atone time left by them- 
selves for half an hour, he adhered most con- 

scientiously to his book, and would not even 

look athe ஆ எர 
On Sunday, a after morning service, the se- 

pafation, so agreeable to allies: all, took 

place. Miss Bingley’s civility: to Dlizabetit 
imcreased at last very rapidly, as well as her 

affection for Jane ; and when they parted, after 

assuring the fatter of the pleasure it/would 

always give her to see hereither at Rongbourn 

or Netherfield, and embracing her most 

tenderly, she even shook hands with the for- 

mer.— Elizabeth took leave of the whole party 

in the liveliest spirits. . 

They were not welcomed sae very cor 

dially by their mother. Mrs. Bennet wonder- 

ed at their coming, and thought them very 

wrong to givé so much ‘trouble, and was sure 

Jane would have caught “cold again மாம்‌ 

their father, though very laconic in his ex-. 

pressions of pleasure, was. really glad to see 

them; he had felt their importance in “the 

family 0016. The evening: conversation, when 

they were all assembled, had lost much of its 

animation, and almost all its sense, by the 

absence of Jane and Elizabeth. 

They found. Mary, as usual, deep in the 

goed study



hy 
ay 

had 

> marr 

 



 



   ட amu ee some த ரி their 

curiosity, he thus explaimed. out amonth 

ago I received this letter, and about a fortnight 

ago I answered it, for I thought it a ease® of 

some delicacy, and requiring early attention, 

It is from my cousin, Mr. Collins, who, when 

Tam dead, may turn gon all out of this house 

as soon _as he pleases.” ற 

“Oh! my dear,” eried his wife, “ F cannot 

bear to hear thatimentioned. Pray do not 

talk of that odious man. I do.think it is the 

hardest thing in the world, that your estate 

should be entailed away from your own chil- 

dren; and I am sure if I had been. you, I 

showed have tried long ago to do aes or 

other about it.” = ்‌ 

~ Jane and‘ Elizabeth pepe 

her the nature of ai entail. The fed often 

attempted it before, but it was a subject on 

which Mrs. Bennet was beyond the reach of 

‘reasén; and she continued to rail bitterly 

against the ‘cruelty of settling an estate away 

from a family of five daughters, in favour of 

a man whom nobody cared any thing about. 

“Jt certainly is a most iniquitous affair,” 

said Mr. Bennet, “and nothing can clear 

= 
YT. 

  



  

Mr. Collins from the guilt of inheriting Long- 
bourn. But if you will liste to, his letter, ' 

you may perhaps be a little softened by his 

manner of expressing himself.” இ 

_ “No, that I am ‘sure I shall not;-and I~ 

think it was very impertinent of him to write 

to you at all, and very hypoeritical. I hate 

such false friends. Why could notshe keep 

on quarrelling with you, as his father, did‘ be- 

்‌ fore him?” = 

«Why, indeed, he does seem to have had 

some filial scruples on that head, as you will 

hear.” ; 

  

Hunsford, near Westerham, Kent, 

15th October. ழ்‌ 

Dear Siz, soi 

Tue disagreement subsisting be- 

tween yourself and my late honowred father, 

always gave me much uneasiness, and since le 

have had the misfortutie’ to lose him, I have 

frequently wished to heal’the breach; but for 

some time I was kept back by my own doubts, 

fearing lest it might seem disrespecthul to his 

memory for me to be on good terms with any 

one, with whom it had always pkeased him to 

be at variance,—®% There, ‘Mrs? Bennet.”— 

My mind however is now made up on the sub- 

ject, for having received ordination at Easter, 

T haye been so fortunate as to be distinguished 
by
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by the patronage “of the Right Honourable 
ae de Bourgh, widowof Sir Lewis: 

eh, whose bounty and beneficence has 

preferred” me ‘to the valuable rectory ‘of this 

parish, where it shall be my earfest endeavour 
to demean myself with grateful respect ‘to- 

wards her Ladyship, and.‘be ever ready to 
perform those rites ‘and ceremonies which are 

instituted bythe Church of England. As a 
clergyman, moreover, I feel it my duty to 
‘promote and establish the blessing of peace in 
‘alt families within the reach of my influence; 
and-on these grounds I flatter myself that my 

‘present overtures of good-will are highly 
commendable, and that the circumstance of 
my bemg next in the entail of Longboum 
‘estate, will be kindly overlooked on your side, — 

and not lead you to reject the offered olive 
branch. Tcannot be otherwise than concerned . 

' at being the means Of injuring your amiable 
‘daughters, and beg leave to apologise for it, 

‘as well as to assure you of my readiness. to 

make'them every possible amends,—but of this 
hereafter. If you should have no objection to 

receive me into yor house, I propose myself 
the satisfaction of waiting on you and your 

family, Monday, November 18th, by four 
o'clock, and shall probably trespass on your 

hospitality till the Saturday se’nnight follow- 
VOL. I. F ae ing, 
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“He must bean oddity, I think,” said she. 

& 1 cannot out. —There is something 
very pon | style.— And what can he’ 
mean by apologising for being next in the en- 

tail? We cannot suppose heavould help it, 
if he could.—Can he be a sensible man, sir?” 

_* No, my dear; I think not. [ have great’ 

ho es of finding him quite the reverse. There 

mixture of servility and self-importance i ™m 

is letter, which promises well. Iam impas 
= to see him.” : io 

‘In point of composition,” said M ary, 
his letter does mot seem defective. «The 

idea of the olive ‘braneh perhaps is not wholly 

new, yet I think it is well expressed.” - 

To Catherine and Lydia, neither the letter 

nor its writer were in any degree - tateresting. 
It was next to impossible that their cousin 

should come in a scarlet coat, and it was now | 

some weeks since they had received pleasure 

from the society of a man in any other colour. 

‘AS for their mother, Mr: Collins’s letter had 
done‘away much of her ill-will, and she was 
preparing, to see him with a degree of com- 
posure, which astonished: co husband and 
daughters. 

Mr. Collins was punctual to: his ine. and 
was received qyith great politeness by the 
whole family. Mr, Bennet indeed said little ; 

a FQ. but 

   

   

    

  



ன 

படபட உட்ப ready enough to talk, and” 
Mr. Collins seemed neither in neéd ‘of encom 

ragement, ‘nor inclined ‘to be silent himself. 

' He was a tall, heavy looking young man of five 
and twenty. His air was grave and stately, 

and his manners were very formal. He had 
not been long seated before he complimented — 

Mrs. Bennet on having so fine a family of 

‘daughters, said he heal heard much of their 

Deauty, but that, in this instance, fame- had 
fallen short of the truth; and added, that he 

did not doubt her seeing them all in due time 

well disposed of in marfiage. This gallantry 
was not much to the taste of some of his 

hearers, but Mrs. Bennet, who quarrelled with 

no compliments, answered most ‘readily, 

“ You are very kind, sir, Tam sure; and 1 
wish with all my heart it may prove so; for 

else they will be destitute enough. ‘Things 

‘are settled 50 oddly.” ~~ 
« You allude, perhaps; to the entail of *this 

estate.” 

“ Ah! sir, I do indeed. It is a | grievous 

‘affair to my poor girls, you miust confess. 

Not that I mean to find fault with you, for 

such things I know are all ‘chance Webs world. 

There i is no knowing how estates will go when 

‘once they come to be entailed.” 

“J am very sensible, madam, of the hard- 
ship -
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_ ship to my fair cousins, —and. could say much . 

on the subj 921, ‘but that T am cautious of ap- 

2 pearing forward and precipitate. But I can. 

assure the young ladies that [ come prepared - 

to admire them. At present I will not say 

more, but perhaps when we are better ac- 

quainted —”. 
He was interrupted by a summons to dinner; 

anid the girls smiled on each other. They were, 

not the only objects 0 of Mr. Collins’ 8 admira-’ 

tion. The hall, the dining-room, and all its 

furniture, were examined and pr aised ; and his 

commendation of every. thing would haye 

touched Mrs. Bennet’ s heart, but for ‘the mor 

tifying supposition of his viewing it all as his 

own future property. "Fhe dinner too in its, 

turn was, highly , admired ; and he begged to 

know to which of his fair cousins, the excel- 

lence of its, cookery was. owing. But here he 

was. set right by Mis. Bennet, who assured 

him with some asperity that they ‘were very 

well able to keep a good ¢ cook, and that her 

daughters had nothing to: do in the kitchen. 

He begged pardon for having displeased her. 

Ina ப tone she declared herself not at 

all offended; but “he continued to apologise. 

for about a quarter of au hour. 

ro Hae
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CHAPTER XIV. உ 

Dourine dinner, Mr. Bennet scarcely spoke 
at all; but when the servants were withdrawn, 

he thought it time to have some conversation 

“with his guest, and therefore started a subject: 

mm which he expected him to shine, by obsery- 
mg that he seemed very fortunate in his’ pa- 

froness. Lady Catherme de Bourgh’s atten- 

tion to his wishes, and consideration for his 
comfort, appeared very remarkable. Mr. « 

“Bennet could not have chosen better. Mr. 

Collins was eloquent in herspraise. ‘The sub- 

ject elevated him to more than usual solemnity 
of manner, and with a most important aspect 

he protested that “he had never in his life wit- 

nessed. such behaviour in a person of rank— 
‘such affability and condescension, as he had 

himself experienced” from Lady* Catherine. 
She had been graciously pleased to approve” 
of both the discourses, which he had already 
had the honour of preaching before her. She 
had also asked him twice to dine at Rosings, 

and had sent for him only the Saturday before, 

to make-up her pool of quadrille in the even- 

ing. Lady Catherine was reckoned proud by- 
; many .
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many people, he knew, But he had never seen 

any thing but affabilityim her. She had always 

spoken to him as she would to any other gen- 

tleman ; “ste made not the smallest objection 

to his joining in the society of the neighbour- 

hood, nor to his leaving his parish occasion- 

ally for a week or two, to visit his relations. 

She had even condescended to advise him to 

marry as soon as he could, provided he chose - 

with discretion ; and had once paid him a visit 

“in his humble parsonage ; where she had per-~ 

fectly approved all the alterations he had been 

making, and had eyen vouchsafed to suggest: 

some ones —some shelves in the closets up 

stairs.” : 6 

«Prat is all very proper and. civil, T am 

“Sure,” said Mrs. Bennet, “and I dare say she 

18 a very agreeable woman. | It is a pity that 

great ladies in general are not more like her. 

Does she live near you, sir?” 

“The garden. in which stands my humble 

abate, is separated only by a lane from Ror 

sings Park, her ladyship’s residence.” ma 

ப! think you said she was a widow, sir? has” 

she any family? ன்‌ 

4 இ] 185 one Obly daughter, the heiress ook 

“Rosings, and of very extensive property.” 

« Ah! eried Mrs: Bennet, shaking her 

head, “then she is better off than many g eirls. 

G4 : And
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And. ils sort of young Teen is she? is she 
handsome?” 

“She is a most charming young. lady in- 
deed.. Lady Catherme herself* says. that in 

point of true beauty, Miss De Bourgh is far 
superior to the handsomest of her sex; because 

there is that in her features which லட்‌ the 

young woman of distinguished birth. She is 
unfortunately of a sickly constitution, which 
has prevented her making that progress in 

many accomplishments, which she could not 

otherwise haye failed of ; as I am informed by 

the lady who superintended her education, 
and who still resides with 1% But she is 
perfectly amiable, and oftgn.condescends to 
drive பதி Be abode in her little Phaeton 
and ponies.” 

“Has she been presented? I do not re- 

member her name among the ladies at court,” | 

“« Her indifferent state of health unhappily 
prevents her being m town; and by that means, | 

as I told Lady Catherine myself one day, has 
deprived the British court of its brightest or- 
‘nament. Her ladyship seemed pleased with — 
the idea; and you may imagine that I am 

“happy on every occasion té offer those little 

delicate compliments which are always accept- © 

_ able to ladies. I have more than once observed — 
to Lady Catherine, that her charming daughter 

seemed 
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ehess,. and that the: 

most eleyated rank, instead of givmg her con- 

sequence, would be adorned by her. —These 
are the kind of little things which please her 

Jadyship,, and.it is:a sort of attention which 1 
.. conceive myself 6 0ய112119 0௦ம்‌ 1௦ றவு... 

“ You judge yery properly,” said Mr. Bens, 
net, “ and it is happy for you that you possess 

the talent of flattering. with delicacy. May.I 

ask whether these pleasing attentions proceed. 

from the impulse of the moment,, or ee 

result of previous study ?”” 

“ They arise chiefly from what 15. passing 

at the time, and though I sometimes amuse- . 

myself with suggesting and arranging sugh — 

little elegant compliments as may be adapted _ 

‘to ordinary occasidns, I always wish to giye 
them as unstudied an air as possible.” ee 

Mr. Bennet’s expectations were fully an-- 

swered. His cousin was as absurd as he had 

hoped, and he listened to him with the keenest 
enjoyment, snaintaiming at the same time the- 

most resolute composure of countenance, and: 

except im an. oecasional glance at Elizabeth, , 

requiring-no partner in his pleasure. 
By teatime, hoyvever, the dose had Foon 

enough, and Mr. Bennet was glad to take 

his guest into the drawing-room again, and, 

when tea was oyer,. glad to invite him to read 
ல அடு aloud: .
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CHAPTER XV. 

Mr. Coxttns was not a sensible man, and. 
the deficiency of nature had been but, little 
assisted by education or society; the, greatest 
part of his life having been spent under the 
guidance of an illiterate and miserly father; 
and though he belonged to one of the umiver- 

sities, he had merely kept the necessary terms, 

without forming at it any useful acquaintance. 

_ The subjection in which his father had brought 
him up, had given him originally great humility 
of manner, but it was now a good deal counter= 

acted by the selfconceit’ of a weak head, 

living in retirement, and the consequential 
feelings of early and unexpected prosperity. 

A fortunate chance had recommended him to 

Lady ‘Catherine de Bourgh when the living of 

- Hunsford was vacant ; and the respect which 

he felt for her high rank, and ‘his yeneration 

for her as his patroness, mingling \ with a very 

good opinion of himself, of his authority asa 

clergyman, and his right asa rector, made him 

altogether a mixture of pride and obsequiouse 

ness, self-importance and humility. 

பகு now.a good house and yery suffi- 
ஆத: cient
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cient income, he intended to marry; and in 
‘seeking a reconciliation with the Longbourn 
family he had a wife in view, as he meant to 

-chuse one of the daughters, if he found them 

as handsome and amiable as they were repre- 
sented by common report. This was his plan 
of amends—of atonement—for inheriting their 

father’s estate; and he thought it an excellent 
one, full of eligibility and suit@bleness, and 

excessively generous and disinterested on his 

_ own part. ; 

His plan did not vary on seeing them.—~ 

Miss Bennet’s lovely face confirmed his views, 

and established all his strictest notions of what 

was due to seniority ; and for the firstevening 

she was his settled choice. The next mom 

ing, however, made an alteration ; for m a 

quarter of. an yhour’s. téte-a-téte with Mrs. 

Bennet before breakfast, a conversation be- 

ginning with his parsonage-house, and leading 

naturally to the,avowal of his hopes, that a 

mistress for it might be found at Longbourn, 

" produced from. her, amid very complaisant 

smiles and general encouragement, a caution 

against the very Jane he had fixed on —* As 

to her younger djughters she could not take 

supon her to say—she could not positively an- 

swer—but she did not know of any prepos- 
. session ;—
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session ;—her e/dest daughter, she must just 
mention—she felt it meumbent on her to hint, 
was likely to be yery soonengaged.” so 

Mr. Collins had only to chagge from Jane 

to Elizabeth—and it was soon done—done 

while Mrs. Bennet was stirring the fire.— 

Elizabeth, equally next to Jane in birth and 
beauty, succeeded her of course. | 

Mrs. Beet treasured up: the hint, and 

trusted that she might soon have two daugh- 

ters married; and the man whom she could 

not bear to speak of the day before, was now 

high in her good graces. 
~ Lydia’s intention of walking. to Meryton 

-was not forgotten; every sister except Mary 

‘agreed to go with her; and Mr. Collins was to 

attend them, at the request of Mr. Bennet, 

who was most anxious to get rid of him, and 
have his library to himself; for thither Mr. 

Collins had followed him after breakfast, and 

there he would continue, nominally engaged 

with one of the largest folios in the collection, 

put really talking to Mr. Bennet, with little 
cessation, of his house and garden at Hunsford. 
Such doings discomposed Mr. Bennet ex- 
ceedingly. In his library he had been always 

sure of leisure and tranquillity; and though 

prepared, as he told Elizabeth, to meet with 
folly
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folly and conceit in every other room in the 
house, he was used to be free from them there ; 

Ris civility; therefore, was most prompt in 

inviting Mr. Collins to join his daughters i Ia 

their walle and. Mr. Collins,. beme im fact 
much better fitted for a walker than a reader, 

was extremely well pleased to close his large 

book, and go. 

ர pompous nothings on his idee and’ civil 

ஜி on that ofhis cousins, their time passed 
till they entered Meryton. The attention of 
the younger ones was then no longer to be 

gained by him. - Their eyes were immediately 

wandering up-im the street-m quest of the 

officers, and nothing less than a very smart 

bonnet indeed, “or a really new muslin inva 

shop window, covld recal them. 
But, the attention of every lady was soon 

caught by a young man, whom they had never 

scen before, of most gentlemanlike appearance, 

‘walking with an officer on the other side of 

‘the way. The officer was the very Mr. Denny, 

concerning whose return from London Lydia 

came to inquire, and he bowed as they passed. 

All were struck with the stranger's air, all 
-wondered who he could be; and Kitty and 

. Lydia, determined if possible to find out, led 
the way across the street, under. pretence of 

wanting something in an opposite shop, and 
fortunately
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fortunately had just gained the payement when 
the two gentlemen turning back had reached 
the same spot. Mr. Denny addressed thenz 

directly, and entreated permission to introduce — 

his friend, Mr. Wickham, who had returned 
with him the day before from town, and he 

was happy to say had accepted a commission. 
in their corps. ‘This was exactly as it should 
‘be; for the young man wanted only regimen— 
tals to make him completely charming. His. 
appearance was greatly in his favour; he had 

all the best parts of beauty, a fine countenance,. 

a good figure, and very pleasing address. ‘The 
introduction: was followed up on his side by a 
happy readiness of conversation—a readiness 

at the same time perfectly correct and unas- 

suming ; and the whole party were still stand- 

ing and talking together very agreeably, when. 

the sound of horses drew their notice, and 

Darcy and Bingley were seen riding down the. 
street. ‘On distinguishing the ladies of the 
group, the two gentlemen came directly to- 

wards them, and began the usual. civilities. 
Bingley was the principal spokesman, and 

Miss Bennet the principal object. »He was 

then, he said, on his way fo Longhoum on 
purpose to inquire after her. Mr. Darcy 
corroborated it-with a bow, and was beginning 

to determine not to fix his eyes on Elizabeth, — 
when
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when they were suddenly arrested by the sight 

of the. stranger, and Elizabeth happening to 

see the countenance of both as they looked at 

each other, was’all astonishment at the effect 

of the meeting. Both changed colour, one 

looked white, the other red. “Mr. Wickham, 

after a few moments, touched his hat—a salu-_ 

tation-~whieh Mr, Darcy just deigned to return. 

Wliat could be the meaning of it?—It was. 

impossible to imagme; it was impossible not 

to long to know. a 

Tn another mipute Mr. Bingley, but with- 

out seeming to have noticed what passed, — 

took leave and rode on with his friend. 

Mr. Denny and Mr. W ickham walked with ~ 

the young ladies to the door of Mr. Philips’s ” 

house, and then made their bows, in spite of 

Miss Lydia’s pressing intreaties that they 

would come in, and even in spite of Mrs. 

Philips’s throwing up the parlour window, and 

loudly seconding the mvitation. 

Mrs. Philips was always glad to see her 

nieces; and the two eldest, from their recent 

absence, were particularly welcome, and she 

was eagerly expressing her surprize at their: 

sudden return home; which, as their own car- 

riage had not fetched them, she. should have 

known nothing about, if she had not happened 

to see Mr. Jones’s shop-boy-in the street, who 
had
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had told her that they were not to send any 
more draughts to Netherfield because the Miss 
Bennets were come away, when her civility 
was claimed towards Mr. Collins by Jane’s 

introduction of him. She received him with. 

her very best politeness, which he returned 
with as mtich more, apologising, for his im-’’ 

trusion, without any previous” “acquaintance 

with her, which he could not help flattering 

himself however might be justified by his re-_ 
lationship to the young ladies who introduced 

him to her notice. Mrs. Philips was quite 
awed by such an excess of good breeding, ‘ 

_ but her contemplation of one Stranger was 

soon put an end to by exclamations and in- 

quirres about the other, of whom, however, 
she could only tell her nieces what they already — 
knew, that Mr. Denny had brought kim from — 
London, and that he was to havea lieutenants 

commission in the — shire. She — 

had been watching him the last nail she said, 

as he walkedtip and down the street, and had 

Mr. Wickham appeared Kitty and Lydia would 
certainly have continued the occupation,“but — 

unluckily no one passed the windows now ம 

cept a few of the officers, who, in comparison, 

with the stranger, were become “ stupid, disa- 

greeable fellows.” . Some of them were to dine 

with the Philipses the next day, and their aunt 

prontised to make her husband call on Mr. 
Wickham, 
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CHAPTER ரா. 

As no objection was made to the young 

people’s engagement with their aunt, and all 

Mr. Collins’s scruples of leaving Mr.-and Mrs, _ 

Bennet for a single evening during his visit 

were. most steadily resisted, the coach con- 

veyed him and his five cousins at a suitable 
~hour to Meryton; andthe girls had the plea- 

sure of hearmg, as they entered the drawing- 
room, that Mr. Wickham hed accepted their 

uncle’s inyitation, and was then in the house. 
‘When this information was given, and they — 

had all taken their seats, Mr. Collins was at 

leisure to look around him and admire, and he 
was so much struck with the size and furni- 
ture of the apartment, that he. declared he 
might almost have supposed himself in the 
small summer breakfast parlour, at Rosings; 

a comparison that did not at first convey much 
gratification ; but when Mrs. Philips under- 

stood from him, what Rosings was, and who. 

was its proprietor, when ‘she: had listened to 

the description of only one of Lady Ca- 
therine’s drawing-rooms, aud found that the 
chimney-piece alone had cost eight hundred 

" pounds,,
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pounds, she felt all the force of the compli- 
ment, and would hardly have resented a com- 

‘parison with the housekeeper’s room. 

In desesbing to her all the grandeur of 
Lady Catherine and her mansion, with occa- 

‘sional digressions in praise of his own bumble 
_ ‘abode, and the improvements it was receiving, 
he was happily employed until the gendemen 
jomed them; and he found in Mrs. Philips a 
very attentive listener, whose opinion of his 
‘consequence increased with what she heard, 
and who was resolyng to réfail it all among 
her neighbours as soon as she could. To the 
‘girls, who could not listen to their cousin, and 
who had nothing to do but to wish for an in- 
‘strument, and examine their own indifferent : 
imitations of china on the mantlepiece, the 
nterval of waiting appeared very long. tt 
was over at last however. ‘The penlenien did 
‘approach; and when Mr. Wickham walked — 

nto the’ room, Elizabeth felt that she had je 

ther been seeing him before, nor thinking of 4 
him since, with ‘the smallest degree of un- 
‘eusonable adniiration. The officers of the 

-shire were in general a very credit- 

able, gentlemanlike set, and the best of t them — 
were of the present party ; but Mr. Wickham 
*was as far beyond them‘all in person, counte- 

“nance, air, and walk, as they were superior to ~ 

F the — 
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ட்‌ 1௦௨1-2206 ட்‌ uncle Philips, breathing 
port wine, who followed them into the room, 

Mr. Wickham was the happy man towards 

whom almost every female eye was’ tumed, 

and Elizabeth-was the happy woman by hon 

he finally seated himself; and the agreeable _ 
manner in which he immediately” fell mto con- 

versation, though it was only on’its being a 

wet night, and on the probability of a ramy" 
season, made her feel that the commonest, 

dullest, most threadbare topic might be ren- 
dered interesting by the skill of the speaker. 

With such rivals for the notice of the fair, 
as Mr, Wickham and the officers, Mr. Collins 

seemed to sink imto insignificance; to they oung 
ladies he certamly was nothing ; but he had 

still at intervals a kind listener in Mrs, Philips, 
and was, by her watchfulness, ம மட்‌ 

-suppliedtwith comee and muffin. 

When the card tables were placed, he had 
an opportunity of obliging her in return, by 

- sitting downto whist, = 

* © ¥ Inow little of the game, at present,” 

said he, “but I shall be glad to impvoye 
myself, for in my situation of life’*——Mrs. 

Philips was very thankful ‘for his compliance, 
but could not wait for his reason. ்‌ 

Mr, Wickham did not play at whist, and 

with ready delight was oe received at the an 
table 
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formation on that head than tnyself{—for I have: 
“been connected with his family in a particular 
manner from my infancy.” : 

Elizabeth could not but look strprized, ‘ 
~ * You'may well be surprized, Miss Bennet, 
at such an assertion, after seeing, as you pro- 
-bably might, the very ‘cold mianner of our 
meeting yesterday.— Are you much acquainted 
with Mr. Darcy ?” 

“As much ‘as I ever wish to be,” cried 
Elizabeth warmly.—“‘I have spent four days 

iin the same house with him, and I think him 
very disagreeable.” 

_ ©Thave no right to give my opinion,” said 
Wickham, “as to his being agreeable or other- 
wise. T am not qualifiedto form one. ‘have 
known him too long and too well to be a fair 
judge. It is impossible for me to be impar- 
tial. But I believe your opinion of him would 
in general astonish—and perhaps you would 
not express it quite so strongly any where else. _ 
—Here you are in your own family.” 
“Upon my word I say no more here than 

‘Imight say in any house in ‘the neighBour- 
hood, except Netherfield. He is not at all 
liked in Hertfordshire. “Every body is dis- 
‘gusted with his pride. You will not find him 
‘more favourably spoken of by any one.” 

“I Cannot pretend to be sorry,” said Wick 
ham,
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ham, after a short interruption, « that he or 
that any mah should not be estimated beyond - 
their desergs ; 3 but with /im I believe it does 
not often happen. The world is blinded by 
his fortune and consequence, or frightened by 
his high and imposing os and sees him. 
ne. as he*chuses to be seen.” 

ee], should take him, even on my ten OS 
்‌ quaintance, to be an ill-tempered man.”— 
Wickham. only shook his head. 
~“T wonder,” said he, at the next oppor- 

tunity of speaking, “whether he is likely ioe 
be w this country much longer.” 

© T do not at all know; but I heard ட்ட 
of his going away when’ ர்‌ was at Netherfield. 
Thope your plans 3 in favour of the shire 
will not be affected by his pees in the noel 
bourhood.”: 
© Ohi! no—it is not ee me to be driven 

ab by Mr. Darcy. “If he wishes to avoid. 
seeing me, he must go. Weare not on friendly 
terms, and it always gives me pain to meet 

“him, but I have no reason for avoiding him 

but whatel mighit proclaim to all the world ;— 

_a sense of very great ill usage, and most pain- 

ful regrets at his being what he is. His father, 
- Miss Bennet, the late Mr. Darcy, was one of 

the best men that ever breathed, and the truest’ 
friend [ ever had ; and I can never be in com- 

கட Ca pany 
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pany with this Mr. Darcy without being grieved 
to the soul by a thousand tender recollections; 
His behaviour to myself has been scandalous ; 

but I verily believe A could forgive him any 
thing and every thing, rather than his disap- 
pointing the hope and வட! yy புத்ர 
of his father.” 

Elizabeth found the interest of the subject 
increase, and listened with all her heart ; but 

the delicacy of it prevented further Inquiry. _ 
Mr. Wickham began to speak on more 

general topics, Meryton, the neighbourhood, 
the society, appearing highly pleased with all 
that he had yet seen, and speaking of the lat- 
ter especially, with gentle but very intelligible 
gallantry. 

“Tt was the prospect a constant society, 

and good society,” he added, “ which was my 

chief mducement to enter the shire. 
I know it to be a most respectable, agreeable 
corps, and my friend Denny tempted me fur- 

‘ther by his account of their presént quarters, 
and the very great attentions and excellent ac- 

quaintance Meryton had procured them. 50- 
ciety, I own, is necessary to me.” I have been 

a disappointed man, and my spirits will not 

bear solitude. I must have employment and 

society. A military life is notwhat 1 was in- 

tended for,*but circumstances” have now made 
டத: % it 
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it eligible. The ehurch ought to have been 
my profession—I was brouglit up for the 
church, and I should at this time have been 

in possession of a most yaluable living, had 

it peer the gentleman we were speaking of 
just now.’ 

“Indeed!” 
“ Yes+—the late Mr. Darcy bequeathed me 

the next presentation of the best living’ in his 
gift. He was my godfather, and excessively. 

attached to me. I cannot do justice to his 
kindness. He meant to provide for me amply’ 
and thought he had done it; but when the 
living fell, it was given elsewhere.” 
“. “Good heavens!” cried Elizabeth ; “ but 
how could that be?—How could his will be 
disregarded எது did not you seek re- 
மொத? 

-“ There was just mk an ‘afieralitg in the 
terms of the bequest as to give meno hope 
from law. A man of honour could not have 
doubted thé intention, but Mr. Darcy chose 
to doubt it—or to treat it as a merely condi- 
tichal recommendation, and to assert that I 
had forfeited all claim to it by extravagance, 
imprudence, in short any thing or nothing. 
Certain it is, that the living became vaeant two 
years ago, exactly as I was of an age to hold 
it, and that it was மி to another man ; and 

௨௦ no
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no less certain is it, that I eannot accuse my 

self of having really done any thing to deserves 
to lose it. I have a warm, unguarded temper, 

and I) may perhaps: have sometimes spoken 

my Opinion of him, and fo him, too freely. 1 
can recal nothing worse. . But the fact is, that. 

ey different sort of men, and that he 

hates me.’ ண்‌ 

“This is quite shocking !—He deserves to 
_ be publicly disgraced” 
~~ « Some time or other he wi/] be—but it 

‘shall not be by me. Till [can forget his fa- 
ther, I can never defy or expose Aim.” 

Elizabeth honoured him for such feelings, 
and thought him handsomer than ever as he 

expressed them. 6 

“But what,” said she, after a pause, “ can 

have been his motive?——what can have mduced 

him to behave so cruelly ?” 
« A thorough, determined dislike of me—a™ 

dislike which I cannot but attribute in some 

meastre to jealousy. Had the late’ Mr. Darcy 

liked: me less, his son might haye borne with 

me better; but his father’s uncommon attach- 

ment to me, irritated him I believe very early 

in life: He had not a temper to bear the sort 

‘of competition in which we sige —the sort of 

preference which was often given me.’ 

“| had-not’ pou Mr. பக்கர்‌ so bad as 

Bes this—"
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J am astonished at his intimacy with Mr. 
Bingley! How can Mr. Bingley, who seems 
good humour itself, and is, I really believe, 
truly amiable, be in friendship w.ch such a 

man? flow can they suit each other?—Do 
you know Mr. Bingley?” _ 

“ Not at all.” 
“ He is a sweet tempered, amiable, charm- 

ing man. He cannot know what Mr. Darcy 

ASR 

“ Probably not;—but Mr. Darcy can please 
where he chuses. He does not want abilities. 

fe can be a conyersible companion if he 
thinks it worth his while. Among those who 

_ are at all his equals in consequence, he is a 

« yery different man from what he is to the less 
prosperous. His pride never deserts him ; 

but with the rich, he is liberal-minded, just, 
sincere, rational, honourable, and perhaps 
eae something for oe 

and figure.” is 
The ன party soon afterwards breaking” 

up, the players gathered round the other table, 
and Mr. Collins took his: station between his 
cousin Elizabeth and Mrs. Philips.—The usual 
inquiries as to his success were made by the 

latter. It had not been very great; he had 

lost every point; but when Mrs. Philips 

began to express her concern thereupon, he 
assured 

4
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assured her with much earnest gravity that it ~ 
was not of the least importance, that he con 

sidered the money as a mere trifle, and begged 

she wouldi.ot make herself uneasy. 

«“ [ know very well, madam,” said he, “ that 

. when persons sit down to a card table, they 

‘must take their chance of these things,—and 

happily I am not in such circumstances as to 

make fiye shillings any object. There are Un- 

doubtedly many who could not say the same, _ 

but thanks to Lady Catherine de Bourgh, E - 

am removed far pevors | the acer ee d- 

ing little matters.” 

Mr. Wickham’s attention was ee intl 

after observing Mr. Collins fora few moments, 

he asked Elizabeth in a low voice whether her 

relation were very intimately a¢quainted with 

4 

ந வரி ஜீ 196 வாஹ்‌. 
“ Lady Catherine de Bourgh,” she oped, 

“has very lately given lim a living. ‘Lhardly 

| know how Mr. Collins was first introduced to 

| her poate, but he cores has not known her 

Jon 

பர You know ப course at Lady: ட... 

de Bourgh and Lady Anne Darcy were sisters 5, 

consequently that she is aunt to the present 

Mr. Darcy?) 3 
“ No, indeed, I did not.—I knew nothing 

at all of Lady Catherine’s connections. Tneyer 

; Go heard.
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heard of her existence till the day before yes- 
terday.” 

“ Her daughter, Miss de Bourgh, will lie 
avery large fortune, and it 1s belieyed that she 
and her cousin will unite the two estates.” 

This information made Elizabeth smile, as 
she thought of poor Miss Bingley. Vain in- 
deed must be all her attentions, vain and use- 

less her affection for his sister and her proise 

of himself, if he were already self-destined to 

another. 
_“ Mr. Collins,” said she, “ speaks highly 

both of Lady Catherine and her daughter; but 
from some particulars that he has related of 
her ladyship, I suspect his gratitude misleads 
him, and that in spite of her being his patro- 
ness, she is an arrogant, conceited woman.” 

“T pelieve her to be both ina great degree,” 

replied Wickham ; “I have not seen her for 
many years, but I very well remember that I 
never liked her, and that her manners: were 

dictato 

  

I rather believe she derives part of her abilities 

from her rank and fortune, part from her au- 

thoritative manner, and the rest from the pride 

of her nephew, who chuses that every cue 

connected with him should have a an understand- 

ing of the first elass.” 
Blizabeth. 

vial and insolent. She has the reputation a 

of being remarkably sensible and clever; but —
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- Elizabeth allowed’ that he had given a very _ 
rational account of it, and they continued 

“talking pees with mutual satisfaction till 

supper pet an end to cards; and gave the rest 
of the ladies their share of Mr. Wickham’s - 
attentions. There could be no conversation 
in the noise of Mrs. Philips’s supper party, 
but his. manners recommended him to every 
body. Whatever he said, was said well; and 

“whatever he did, done gracefully. Elizabeth 
went away with her head full of him. She 
could think of nothing but of Mr. Wickham, 
and of what he had told her, all the way ome 

'» but there was not time for her even 60 mei 
his naine as they went, for neither Lydia nor 
Mr. Collins were once silent. Lydia talked» 

“incessantly of lottery tickets, of the fish she 
had lost and the fish she had won; and Mr. 

Collins, in describing the civility of Mr. and 

’ Mrs. Philips, protesting that he did not in 
the least regard his losses at whist, enume- 

“rating all the dishes at supper, and repeat- 

- edly fearing that he crouded his cousins, had 

move to say than he could well manage before 

the ட Stopped at Longbourn House. 
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imposed on, would have much to suffer when 
the affair became public. 

The two young ladies were summoned 
from the shrubbery where this c’ aversation 
passed, by the arrival of some of the very 
persons of whom they had been speaking ; 
Mr. Bingley and his sisters came to give 
their personal invitation for the long expected 
ball at ‘Netherfield, which was fixed for tie 
following Tuesday. The two Jadies were 
‘delighted to see their dear friend again, called 
itsan age Sinite they had met, and repeatedly 
asked what she had been doing with hersélf 
since their separation. To the rest of ‘the 
family they paid little attention; avoiding 

» Mrs. Bennet as much as possible, saying not 
much to Elizabeth, and nothing at all to the 
others. They were soon gone ‘again, rising 
from their seats with an activity which took 
their brother by surprize, and hurrying off as 
ifeager to eseape from Mrs. Bennet’s civilities. 

The prospect of the Netherfield ball was 

extremely agreeable to evéry female of the 

family. Mrs. Bennet chose to consider it as 

given in compliment to’her eldest daughter, ன்‌ 

and was particularly flattered by recervmg the 

jvitation from Mr, Bingley himself, insteac 

of a teremonious card. Jane pictured to 

herself a happy evening in the society of her 
two
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_ two friends, and the attentions of their brother; 
and Elizabeth thought with pleasure of dancing 
a great deal with Mr. Wickham, and of seeing a 
confirma‘ion of every thing in Mr. Darey’s 
look and i chaviour. The happiness antici- 
pated by Catherine and Lydia depended less on 
any single event, or any particular person, for 
though they each, like Elizabeth, meant to 

- dance half the evening with Mr. Wickham, 

he was by no means the only partner who 
_ could satisfy them, and a ball was, at any rate, 

a ball. And even Mary could assure her 

family that she had no disinclination for ity 

“While I can have my mornings to my-— 
self,” said she, “it is enough.—I think it is 

no sacrifice to join occasionally in evening 
engagements. Society has claims on us all; 
and I profess myself one of those who con- 
sider intervals of recreation and amusement as 
desirable for every body.” 

Elizabeth’s spirits were so high on the oc~ 
casion, that though she did not often speak 
unnecessarily to Mr. Collins, she could not 
help asking him whether he intended to ac- 
cept Mr. Bingley’s invitation, and if he did, 
whether he would think it proper to jom i 
the evening’s amusement; and she was rather 
surprized to find that he entertamed no scru- 

ple whatever on that head, and was very far 

from dreading a rebuke either from the Arch+ 
= bishop,
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bishop, or Lady Catherine! de Bourgh, by 
venturing to dance. 

- Tam by no means of opinion, T assure - 
you,” said he, “ that a ball of this k’ad, given 
by a young man of character, to respectable ~ 
people, can have any evil tendency; and I am 
so far from objecting to dancing myself that 
I. shall hope to be honoured with the hands 
of all my fair cousins iw the course of the 
-evening, and I take this opportunity of solicit- 
ing yours, Miss Elizabeth, for the two: first 

: dances especially, -—a preference which I trust 
my cousin Jane will attribute to the righit 
cause, and not to any disrespect for her.” 

Elizabeth felt herself completely taken in. 
She had fully proposed being engaged by — 
Wickham for those very dances :—and to have 
Mr. Collins instead !—her liveliness had been 
never worse timed. ‘There was no. help for it 
however. Mr, Wickham’s happiness and her — 
own was per force delayed a little longer, and 
Mr. Collins’s proposal accepted with as good 
agrace as she could. She was not the better 
pleased with his gallantry, from the idea At 
suggested of something. more.—It acw first 
struck her, that she was selected from among 
her sisters as worthy of being the mistress of 
Hunsford Parsonage, and of assisting to form 
a quadrille table at Rosings, in the absence of 
more eligible visitors: The idea soon reached 

be, ட to
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to conviction, as she observed his increasing 
_ ¢ivilities toward herself, and heard his frequent 
“attempt at a compliment on her wit and viva- 

city; and siough more astonished than grati- 
fied herself, by this effect of her charms, it 

was not long before her mother gave her to 

understand that the probability of their mar- 

riage was exceedingly egreeable to her. Hliza- 
beth however did not chuse to take the hint, 

being well aware that a serious dispute must 
be the consequence of any reply. Mr. Collins 
might never make the offer, and till he did, i 

‘wa8useless to quarrel about him. : 

“Tf there had not been a Netherfield 

‘prepare for and talk of, the younger Miss 

Bennets would have been in a pitiable state © 

at this time, for from the day of the invitation, 

to the day of the ball, there was such a suc- 

cession of rain as prevented. their walking to 

_ Meryton once. No aunt, no officers, no news | 

could be sought after;—the very shoe-roses 

for Netherfield were got by, proxy. Even 

Elizabeth might have found some trial of her 

patience in weather which totally suspended 

the improvement of her acquaintance with 

Mr. Wickham; and nothing less than a dance 

on Tuesday, could have made such a Friday, 

Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, endurable to 

Kitty and Lydia. 
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CHAPTER XVIII’ 

Titt Elizabeth entered the drawing-room 
at Netherfield and looked in vain for Mr. 
Wickham among the cluster of red coats 
there assembled, a doubt of his being present 
had never occurred to her. ‘The certainty of 

meeting him had not been checked by any of 
those recollections that might not unreason- 
ably have alarmed her. She had dressed with 

more than usual care, and prepared in the 
highest spirits for the conquest of all that re-+ 
mained unsubdued of his heart, trusting that 
it was not more than might be won in the 
course of the evening. But in an instant 
arose the dreadful suspicion of his being pur- 
posely omitted for Mr, Darey’s pleasure in 
the Bingleys’ invitation to the officers; and 
though this was not exactly the case, the 
absolute fact of his absence was pronounced 
by his friend Mr. Denny, to whom Lydia 

eagerly applied, and who told them that Wick- 
ham had been obliged to go to town on busi- 
ness the day before, and was not yet returned ; 

adding, with a significant smile, 
“ | do not imagine his business would have 

called
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ealled hint away just now, if he had not 

wished to avoid a certam gentleman here.” 

This pert of his intelligence, though un- 

heard by }: ydia, was caught by Elizabeth, 

and as it assti ved her that Darcy was not less 

_answerable for Wickham’s absence than if her 

first surmise had been just, every feelmg of 
displeasure against the former was so sharp-_ 

ened by immediate disappointment, that she 
could hardly reply with tolerable civility to the 

_ polite inquiries which he direetly afterwards: 
appr oached to make.— Attention, forbearance, 

patience with Darcy, was injury to Wickham. 

She was resolved against any sort of c ‘conver- 

‘sation with him, at turned away witha de- 

gree of ill-humour, which she could not wholly 

“surmount eyen in speaking to Mr. Bingley, 

whose blind partiality provoked her. 

But Elizabeth was not formed for ill-hu- 

- mour; and though every prospect of her own 

was destroyed for the evening, it could not 

dwell long ou her spirits; and having told all 

her griefs to Charlotte Lucas, whom she had 

not- seen for a week, she was soon able to 

make a voluntary transition to the oddities of 

her cousia, and to point him out to her parti- 

cular notiée. The two first dances, however, 

brought a return of distress; they were dances 

of mortification. - Mr. Collins, awkward and 
solemn, 
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solemn, apologising instead of attending, and 
often moving wrong without being aware of 
it, gave her all the shame and 111597: “which a 
disagreeable partner for a coup) of dances 
can give. The moment of her. release from 
him was ecstasy. . 

She danced next with an officer, and had the 
refreshment of talking of Wiekham, and of 
hearing that he was universally liked. When 
those dances were over she returned to Char- 
lotte Lucas, and was in conversation with her, 
when she found herself suddenly addressed by 
Mr. Darcy, who took her so much by surprize 
in his application for her hand, that, without 
knowing what she did, she accepted him,» 
He walked away again immediately, and she 
was left to fret over her own want of presence © 
of mind: Charlotte tried to console her. _ 

“T dare say you will find him very agree-. 
‘ able.” தது 0 ட 

“Heaven forbid!—That would be the 
greatest misfortune of all!—Tc find a man 
agreeable whom one is determined to hate! 
—Do not wish me such an evil,” 4 

When the dancing recommenced, however, 
and Darcy approached to. claim her hand, 

_ Charlotte could not help cautioning +her in’a 
whisper not to be a’ simpleton and allow her 
fancy for Wickham to make her appear un- . 

pleasant
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pleasant in the eyes of a man of ten times his 
_ coasequcuce. © Elizabeth made no answer, 

and took > hor place in the set, amazed at the — 
dignity to which she was arrived in being al- 

lowed to stant opposite to Mr. Darcy, and 
reading in her neighbours’ looks their equal ’ 
amazement in beholding it. They stood for 

some time without speaking a word; and she 

began to imagine that their silence was to last. 

through the two dances, and at first was re- 
solved not to break it; tll suddenly fancying 
that it would be the greater punishment to her” 

partner to oblige him to talk, she made some 

slight observation on the dance. He replied, 
and was again’ silent. After a pause of some 

minutes shie addressed oe a அதப்‌. time 

- with 

“Tt is your turn to say ‘something now, Mr. 
Darcy.—TI talked about the dance, and you 

ought to make some kind of remark on the 

size of the room, or the number of couples.” 

He smiled, and assured her that whatever 
she wished him to say should be said. 

“Very well That ‘reply will do for the 
present. —Perhaps by and bye I may ob- 

serve that private balls are much pleasanter 

than public 6nes.— But now we may be silent.” 

“Do you talk my rule ae while you aré 

ater? ப்ட்‌ 

* Sometimes.
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& Sometimes. One must speak a little, you. 
ion It would look odd to be entirely si, 
lent for half an hour together, and /ét fer the 

: adyantage of some, conversation cught to be so 
arranged as that they may have: foe trouble of 
saying as little as possible.” 

« Are you consulting your own feelings in. 
the present case, or do you பம்‌ that you 
are gratifying mine?” 

“ Both,” replied Elizabeth archly; “for I 
have always seen a great sunilarity in the turn 

of our minds.—We are each of an unsocial, 
taciturn disposition, unwilling to speak, un- 
Jess we expect to say something that will 

amaze the whole room, and be handed down 

to posterity with all the eclat of a proverb.” 
“This is no very striking resemblance. of 

your own character, I am sure,” said he. 
“ How near it may be to mine I cannot pre« 
tend to say.— You think it a faithful portrait 
undoubtedly. ay 2 ழ்‌ 

ar, ட not decide on my own pee 
mance.” 

He made no answer, and they were again 
silent till they had gone down the dance, when 
he asked her if she and her sisters did not 
“very often walk to Meryton. She answered 
in the affirmatiye, and, unable to resist the 
temptation, added, “When you met us there ew
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பிம்‌ 0116 ட we had just been forming a new 
~ acquaintance.” 

The effe. ~t was immediate. A deeper shade 
of hauteur overspread his features, but he said 
not a word, ind Elizabeth, though blaming 

herself for her own weakness, could not go 

on. At length Darcy spoke, and in 2 con- 
strained manner ‘said, 

“ Mr. Wickham is blessed with such happy 
manners as may ensure his making friends— 
whether he may be க capable of em 
yg them, is less certain.” ea 

“ He has been so unlucky as to ட youd 

friendship,” replied Elizabeth with emphasis, 
* “and m a manner which he is likely to suffer 

from all his life.” 
Darcy made no ans: ry and seemed de- 

sirous of changing the subject. At that mo- 
ment Sir William Lucas appeared close to 
them, meaning to pass through the set to the 
other side of the room; but on perceiving Mr. 
Darcy, he stopped with a bow of superior 
courtesy to compliment him on his dancing 
and his partner. 

“T have been most பட gratified indeed, 
my dear sir. Such very superior dancing is 

not often seen. It is evident that you belong 

to the first circles. Allow me to say, how- 

ous that your fair partner does not disgrace, 
you, 
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you, and that I must hope to have this plea- 
sure often repeated, especially when ’/ certein 

desirable event, my dear Miss Eliz, (glancing 
at her sister and Bingley,) shal take place. 
What congratulations will thea flow in! [ 
appeal to Mr. Darcy :—but let me not inter- 
fupt you, ‘sir.—You will not thank me for 

detaining you from the bewitehing converse 

of that young Bey, whose bright eyes are 

also upbraiding me.’ 
The latter part of this address was scarcely 

heard by Darcy; but Sir William’s allusion to 

his friend seemed to strike him forcibly, and 
his eyes were directed with a very serious ex- 
pression towards Bingley and’ Jane, who were 

dancing together. Recovering himself, how- 

ever, shortly, he turned to his partner, and said, 

« Sir William’s ‘interruption has made ie 
forget what we were talking of.” a 

“JT do not think we were speaking at all. 

Sir William could not have interrupted any 
two people m the room who had less to say 

for themselves.— We have tried two or three 

subjects already without success, and what we 

are to talk of next I cannot imagine.” 

“ What think you of books?” said he, 

smiling. 
- ¢ Books—Obh! no.—I am sure we never oh sis 
read the same, or not with the same feelings. 

: «Ty am
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some warmth, “you puzzle me. exceedingly. 
df whet I have hitherto said can appear to you 
an the form of encouragement, I know nothow 
ae express my refusal in such a way as may 
-convince you of its being one.” 

ace மதல்‌. give me டல்‌ to flatter myself 

    

Tt does not appear. to me that my hand is is une 
only your neon ல்‌ or ன்‌ sage கட்ட. 

  

highly’ டு My saunter int di 
-connections with the family of De B 
‘and my relationship to your own, are circum- 
“stances highly in my favour; and you should 
4ake it into further consideration that in spite of _ 
-your manifold attractions, it is by: no means cer- 

tain that another offer of marriage may ever 
‘be made you. Your portion is unhappily so 

~ email that it will in all likelihood undo the 
effects of your loveliness and “amiable quali- 
fications. _ As I must therefore conclude that 

you*are not serious in your rejection of me, I 
shall chuse to attribute it to your wish of in- 
creasing my love by suspense, acenne to 

the usual practice of elegant females.” 
“I do assure you, sir, that I have no pre- 

tensions whatever to that kind of elegance 

yori t : which 

 



 



 



5 
added, “that Lizzy shall be brought to réasén, 
I will speak to her about it myself ditectly: 
She is a very headstrong, foolish girl, and does 
not know her own interest; but I will make 
a know it? உ 

“ Pardon me for interrupting you, madam,” 
வர்கம்‌. Mr. Collins ; “ but if she is really head- 
strong and foolish, I know not whether she 
would altogether be a very desirable wife toa 
man in my situation, who naturally looks for 
happiness in the marriage state. If therefore 
she actually persists in rejecting my suit, per- 
haps it were better not to force her into ac- 

“cepting me, because if liable to such defects 
of temper, she could not contribute much to 
my felicity.?  ~ « s 

“Sir, you quite misunderstand me,” said 
Mrs. Bennet, alarmed. “ Lizzy is only head-- 
strong in such matters as these. In every 

thing else she is as good-natured a girl as ever 
‘lived. I will go directly to Mr. Bennet, and 
we வ very soon settle it with her, ens 

sure.’ 
She would not give him time to cepight 

hurrying instantly to her husband, called ‘out 
as she entered the library, on 

“ Oh! Mr. Bennet, you are vanes imi: 
diately; we are all in anuproar. You must — 
comeand make Lizzy marry’ Mr. Collins, for’ 

she vows she will not have him, and if you 40 
5 not
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Jeet, calling on Miss Lucas for her compas- 
sion, and entreating her to persuade her ene 
Lizzy to comply with the wishes’ of all her 
family. “ Pray do, my dear Miss Lucas,” 

* she added in a melancholy tone, “ for nobody 
is on my side, nobody takes part with me, | 
am படம்‌ used, nobody ட ir my poor 

neryes.”” 
“Charlotte's reply was spared by the entrance 

of Jane and Elizabeth, 
“ Aye, there she comes,” continued’ Mrs.. 

Bennet, “ looking as unconcerned as may be,, 
and caring no more for us. than if we were at 

York, provided she can have her own way.— 

“But I tell you what, Miss Lizzy, if you take it 

mto your head’to goon refysing every offer of 

marriage in this way, you will never get a hus-_ 

band at all—and Lam sure T do not know who: 

is to maintain you when your father is dead. 

—T shall not be able to keep you—and so 1. 

warn you.—I have done with you from. this 

very day.—I told you in the librarf, you know, 

that I should never speak to you again, and 

you will find me as good as my word. I hayee 

no pleasure in talking to undutifal childsen— 

Not that I have*much pleasure indeed in talk, ்‌ 

ing ௦ ஊடு 9௦0. 18016 ஐ1ம ஊரி as ர dor 

from nervous complaints can haye no great 

inclination for talking. . Nobody can tell oC 
T suf- 
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- ஷக்‌! for “weauty, - egan 
ments. and the affection she i inspires in Louisa 
and myself, is heightened into something stille. 
more interesting, from the hope we dare to 
entertain of her. being hereafter our sister. I 
do not know whether I ever before mentioned 

to you my feelings on this subject, but I will 
aye the country without confiding them, 

and I trust you will not esteem them unreason 

able. My brother admires her greatly already, 
he will haye frequent opportunity now of see- 
ing her on the most imtimate footing, her rela- 
tions all wish the connection as much as his 
own, and a sister’s partiality is not misleading 
me, I think, when I call Charles most capable 

of engaging any woman’s heart, With all these 

circumstances to fayour an attachment and 

nothing to prevent it, am I wrong, my dearest . 

Jane, in indulging the hope of an expel which 

will secure the happiness of so many?’ “ What — 

think you of this sentence, my dear. Lizgy tt 

- said Jane as she finished it. .“ Is it mot. 

clear enough 2—Does.it not expressly declare 

that Caroline neither expects mor wishes medo 

be her sister; that she is perfectly cotivinced _ 

of her brother’s indifference, and that if she 

suspects the nature of my feelings for him, she 

means (most kindly!) to put me on my gaard? 

Can there be any other opinion on the subject?” 
66 Yes, 
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had no money, what occasion could there be 

" for making love toa girl whom he did not care 

about, and who was equally poo ட ன்‌ 

« But there seems indelicae tins 

his attentions towards te so 5 

event.” ழ்‌ ; 

_ «Aman in dieriust டோல்‌ has ioe ன்‌ 

time for all those elegant decorums Which — 

other people may observe. If she does not 

object to do it, why should we? ; 

ae Her not objecting, does not justify ‘in: 

~ It only shews her being defi¢ient in something 

herself—sense or feelmg.” ae 

< Well,” cried Elizabeth, 

choose. He shall be mercen 

“be foolish.” Ee எடு 

0, ney, ‘that is what I de mot choose. 

ட be sary soul know, ம ill of a_ 

   

   

   
   

   

   
t as You 
she shall 

    

  

    

    
opinion of young m men one live in ge 

and ‘their intimate friends who live in Hert-. 

fordshire are not muchibetter. 1 am sick of 

them all. Thank Heaven! I am ‘going to- 

morrow wht J shall find a’man who has not. 

on€ agreeable quality, who has neither manner 

nor sense to fecommend him. Stupid = 

are the only ones worth knowing, after all.” 
- ம்‌ a ப்‌ ர்‌ 

6: இ
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ever might be his feelings towards her friend, 
“met her with every appearance of composure. 
Elizabeth merely curtseyed to. ge — 

“saying a word. 
Colonel Fitzwilliam ented into ‘conversa-    

    
   

  

well-bred man; and. talked very pleasantly ; 
bug his cousin, after haying addressed a slight 
obseryation on the md garden to Mrs. 
Collins, sat for some time without speaking to — 

‘any body. At length, however, his civility 

awas so far awakened as to inquire of Elizabeth 

“after the health of her family. Shesanswered 

him in the usual way, and after a moment's 

pause, added, © பதின்‌ 

yw My eldest sister has been in town these 

three months. Have you never happened: to 

see herthere?”? = 

She was perfectly sensible that he never 

‘had; but she wished to see whether he would 

betray any consciousness of what had passed 

between the Bingleys and Jane; and she 

thought he looked a little ‘confused as he 

ausWered that he had never been so fortunate 

as to meet Miss Bennet. The subject was 

pursued no farther, and the gentlemen soon 

afterwards went away. 
bake tee ae 

vou I. iN Sx CHAP-
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speaking | io them, ணு to Darcy, much 

more than to any other person in the room,. 

° Colonel Fitzwilliam seemed really glad to. 

see them; any thing was a peel come relief to - 

him at Rosings; and } i 

friend had moreover seams 

is
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amself by ‘her, ad 

talked so agreeably of Kent and Hertfordshire, 

of travelling an’ at home, of new 

books and: mus chad \ 

been half so. well entertamed in that room a 

fore; and they conversed with so much spirit 

and. Bowe as to draw the attention of ‘Lady 

Catherine herself, as. well as of Mr. Darcy. 

His eyes had been soon and repeatedly turned 

towards them with a look of curiosity; and 

    

  

“that her ladyship, after a while, shared the 

feeling, was more openly acknowledged, for 

she did not seruple to call out, 

“ What is that you are saying, Fitzwilliam? 

What is it you are talking of? What are On 

telling Miss ‘Bennet? Let me hear what itis.’ 

“ We are speaking of music, m madam,” said 

he, when no, longer able to avoid a reply. 

Of music! Then pray speak aloud. It 

is of all gubjects my delight. I must have my 

» share in-the conyersation, if you are speaking: 

of music. There are few people in England, 

I suppose, who have more true enjoyment of - 

Ng music
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“ நற, வா looked a little ashamed of fi 

aun ill breeding, and made no answer. 

» When coffee was over, Colonel Fitzwilliam 

reminded Elizabeth of having promised to play 

to him; and she sat dov ectly to the im- 

strument. He drew a ehair near her. Lady — 

Catherine listened to half a song, and then 

talked, as before, to her other nephew ; till 

the latter walked from her, and moving 

with his usual deli towards the piano 

forte, stationed hit so as to command a 

full view of the fair performer’s countenance. 

Elizabeth saw what he was doing, and at the 

first convenient pause, tumed to him with an 

arch smile, and said, 

“ You mean to frighten me, Mr. Darcy, by 

coming in all this state to hear me? But t 

will not be alarmed though your sister does 

play so well. ‘There is a stubbornness about 

me that never ean bear to be frightened at the 

will of othera. My courage alwaysrises with 

every attenfpt to intimidate me.” 

«{ shall not say that you are mistaken,” 

lit replied, “because you could not really be- 

lieve me-to entertain any design of alarming 

you ; and I have had the pleasure of your 

“acquaintance long enough to know, that you 

find great enjoyment im oceasionally professing 

opinions which in fact are not your own.” 

n3 Elizabeth 
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~ -Teittle more than half a day’ 4 journeys ஈஷா    callita: very easy distance.” m3 

-“T should never have considerate அனு 
tance as one of the advantages of the match, 
cried Elizabeth. “I should never have Sn 
Mrs. Collins was settled near her family.” 
“lt is a proof of your own attachment to 

Hertfordshire. Any thing beyond the very 
neighbourhood of Longbourn, 1 வ 
would appear far.” “= © 

As he spoke there was a sort of smile, கி 
Elizabeth fancied she understood ; he must be 

supposing her to be thinking” of Jane and 
Netherfield, and she blushed as: she ‘answered, 

“1 do not mean to say that a woman may 

not be settled top near her family.- The: far 

-and the near miust be relative, and depend on 

many varying eiteumstances. Where there is 
fortune to make the expense of travelling un- 

  

_ important, distance becomes no evil. But ~ 

_thateis tot the case here. Mr.and Mrs. Col- 

lms have a éomfortable income, but net such 

a one as will allow of frequent journeys—and 

Tam persuaded my friend would not call her-— 

self near her ட under less than ha if the 

present distance.” 

Mr. Darcy drew his பத்‌ a little weeds 

her, and said, “ You cannot have a tight to 

such very strong local attachment. You can- 

-not have been always at Longbourn.” 
Elizabeth 
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_meayness of the Paysonage, or the ple 
of the walk to it, or of the people who 
2 he two cousins: found a tem tatio 

this period of walking thither almost every 
day, They called at various times of the 

morning, sometimes sepprately, sometimes to- 

gether, and now and then accompanied by their 
gunt. Jt was plain to them all that Colonel 

_ Fitzwilliam came because he had pleasure in 

_ their society, a persuasion which of course re- 

commended him still more ; and Blizabeth was 
reminded by her own satisfaction an bemg 
with him, as well as by his evident admiration 

of her, of her former favourite George Wick- 

ham; and though, in comparing ‘them, she saw 
sheng, was less captivating softness im Colonel 
Fitzwilliam’s manners, she believed ihe ane 

“have the best informed mind. 

+ But why Mr. Darcy came so often to ப 
Parsonage, it was more difficult to understand. 

It could not be for society, as he frequently 
sat there ten minutes together without open- 
ing his lips; and when he did speak, it seemed 
the effect of necessity rather than of chorce— 

a sacrifice to propriety, not a pleasure to him- 
self. He seldom appeared really animated. 

‘Mrs. Collins knew not what to make of him. 
Colonel Fitzwilliam’s ee Jaughing at 
his stupidity, proved that he was generally 
different, which her own 1 knowledge of him 

could 
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    have told .her; and as she’ Would 

; believe this change the effect 
of ldye, and the object of that love, her friend 

- Eliza, she set herself seriously to work to find - 

_ it out—She watched him whenever they were 
at Rosings, and whenever he came to Huns- 
ford ; but without much success. He certainly 

looked at her friend a great deal, bus the ez 

pression of that look was disputable. It was 
an eamest, stedfast gaze, but she often doubt- 

ed whether there were much admiration if it, 

and sometimes it seemed ப. but absence 
of mind. ன்‌ 

- இட மகம்‌ 00௦6 ௦7 19406 எத்து to Eliza- 
beth the possibility of his being partial to her, 
but Elizabeth always laughed at the idea; and 
Mrs. Collins did not think it right to press the 
subject fromthe danger of raising expectations’ 

which might only end in disappointment; for 
in her opinicn it admitted not of a doubt, that ~ 

all her friend’s dislike would vanish; if she 
could suppose him to be in her power. 
In her kind schemes for Elizabeth, she 

sometimes planned her marrying Colonel Bitz- 
william. Te was, beyond comparison, the 

_pleasantest man; he certainly admired her, 

and his situation in life was most* eligible; but, 

to counterbalance these advantages, Mr. Darey 
had considerable patronize i in the church, and 
his cousin could have none at all. 
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