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COMING OUT;

A TALE OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.

BY

MISS ANNA MARIA PORTER.

¢ What mighty ills from small beginnings flow !’
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", Cqﬁmrsatiﬂnf-;nhowémim it was | note

Lady Donnington’s zéte-d-tétes. with any.
one_ she believed completely subjugated
were of a very unceremonious kind :.she,
spoke when she pleased, -and what she
pleased ; broke off :wheni she . pleased;;
did or did mot answer, just as it suited:
her. humour or her purpose ;. let down-or’
pulled up windows and blinds without!
enquiring the wishes of ‘her- companion s’
in shert, testified the most magnanitious:
contempt for all the courtesies of life;
upon the strength of her public: character
alone., - e ’
In snatches of talk and snatches of
sleep on the part, of Lady Donnington,:
the road was got over as far as Dorking;
after which the remainder of their jour-
ney was performed  almost silently 2 ==
the one: slept and the other ruminated.:
London noise, business, and bustle; roused
up both the travellers. ©1: a0 woiud 2
As they drove rapidly through Hyde:
Park at six o’clock; whirling the Mareh
dust in clouds, first about the numerous:
equestrians galloping'in the same course,
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mﬁﬁgmp*mam tha dﬁ%‘lﬁtw%ﬂ
v and ‘Camberland Gate, “win-
dows: let down — hands kissed — voices
éﬁiﬁn@%ﬁtwhbrdeschecked ——such were
theovarious welcomings which Alicia’ saw
bestowed upon Lady Donnington, 'as
their light post chatiot flew past unnufmt
bered belles and beaux, in spite of its
lady’s indolent exclamations against her
hard-hearted postillions, whom < n’eafher'
friend nor foe could stop.” =
+Asshe chose to drive to her brother’s
house (where she alighted a moment)
ere she was set down at her own resi-
denc¢e in Grosvenor square, Alicia was
taken a round which was not unamusing.
Every elegant street through which they
drove’ was thronged with "well-dressed
péople on foot or in'earriages; retﬂmmg‘
from the parks or going out to difmer:
the busier quarters swarmed with' ‘hack-
ney: coaches and stage  coaches ;' wilth
hurrying feet and eager faces ;- cwifh par-
cel-earriers and window gazeﬂs "The
shops were gaily full-of ‘ornamental “ma-"
B 2
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Qufﬁc‘tﬂi'eg sand’ suchan airl of mixed
pleasure ‘and’ business, wealthand com-
fort, was diffused over all she:sawsofi the .
capital, that even this thoroughiloyer.ef
‘peace and privacy could not bit feel a
‘enerous glow of sympathy fand exult-
ation. There was evidently, she theaght,
4 quickening principle of ‘activity. and
utility here, which redeemed the pontion
‘of time given to amusement. At Brighton
every face and every habit ‘seemed . fo
proclaim that the people were idlers, and
life deliberately left running to waste.:
Here, the existence of difterent classes,
and'equally happy classes, was strikingly.
shown by the great variety of mien and
“apparel of the persons and, houses passed ;
: ';ione less than'decent, ' the greatest p_r-.o—
portion far above that character. Alicia
certainly would not have liked'a: whole
“ ity of such streets as Regentistreet s for
from 'Such she must have known that the
bydbouring ‘poos would be banished: but
:ihbr ‘tiiste ‘was' delighted with the splen-
‘“dourofall thenew buildings; and thegreat-
¥ f1ess of their design' ; and aware that the



royal'mind had studied to.combine utility
with mﬂgmﬁeem:e, she lent herself to
pléasurable: émotion  without. apprehem,-
ﬂi‘o’ﬁ? of being wrong. - :

' Lady Donnington was no sooner known
ﬁéri be inLondon, than every creature
seésiderit there who had ever been pri-
“whged in tlomg so, hastened to renew
their neglected charters with every de-
tnonstration of unshaken fidelity, Her
‘Ladyship’s 'season at Brighton had been
‘too brilliant for any thing else to be
thousht of except Donnington House,
-and Lord St. Lawrence’s expected parties
through hier influence. Report had said
‘so'much of the young Earl’s devotion at
another shrine, that every body was dymg
to see the: « Miss Barry without a six-
‘pence,” whom it was expected he woulgi
soon * lead to the' hymeneal altar.”

| $ome of Alicia’s indefatigable admners
and’ ‘enviers, together with those of
Tord St. Lawrence, had already besnrred
‘themselves 'so effectually. to find . out
-évery thing about her since, theu'removal
‘46 London; that they ‘had .completely
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‘established the’ ﬁht’df‘i&eﬁbrbﬂré}*sﬁ’%s
Beiﬁg"lufnpmd- “and, “what" Was" ‘of “fiore
‘consequence to Her iﬁrﬁvf&%&l"cl&h&%tﬁr.
that ‘her father 'S estates were ‘Eésﬁﬁ@f-
ately” dlpped,” therefore’ 'that ‘B “could
ot give any money down'with ér's ‘and
that ‘she hada silly mothes il Patis wqib
was going about talkmg of “ her av
ter's great Conquests,” V% 20w
To imagine that a beauttﬁll ‘girl 'so
educated and so circumstanced was: airi-
ing at a high martiage, was not a'very
uncharitable conclusion ; such® cm:hnﬁ-
stances at least warranted cautions’ " M.
Barry had blabbed her expectations, and,
read extracts to Parisian acquaintance
from letters written to Miss Ponsouby
concerning' Alieia’s admirers ; ‘and poor
Alicia’s excessive  elegance of personsl
decorations and appendages was' ‘hastily
concluded to be entirely her own choice :
prudent parents, therefore, decided from
the ‘first, that they would keep shy of
. her; and men whose. habits ‘of extrava-
gance were even now' beyond their means,
or with “whom' a hackneyed  career of

L
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W?J}F%h be t& @nd &weemessv by\ ésm-
fessing - their belief, . that. & Mms,qu»qry
/was upon th,.__:,loak out for afortune.’?

i Thus;Alicia, made. her. début in. Lpnb
(}pg 4 p}:pjudlced and ungracwus u-

Yet Was she admlred, crowded round,
followed in public places, dressed after,
paragraphed in_newspapers, and . con-
founded every day by fabricated prints
of her lovely face in magazines and shop-
wmdows i

_ Alicia could not be deaf and bhnd to
such oblations : but did they. give her
happiness ?— Did. she find them an equi-
~ walent for the bosom peace, the respected
privacy, the home enjoyments, of .mamy

who. passed through crowds . un:notlced,
only to retire into the very, embraces, of
family affection and of conscious, useful-
ness?—Did they deaden her heart to the
earnest voice of her friend B,ose s letters,
or. to the remembrance. of Jocelyn . Hast.
ings’s perpetual exhortations againist flow-

B 4



8 COMING ;OUE.
ing down, willingly. with.the-tide of tiie

REQEl 2 26 e v mniin s ki ol aldnine
. No. —Serious thoughts, nay; sadden-
ing thoughts, had of late, been. forced
upon her; and if ever she considered
Lord. St. Lawrence’s marked. attentions
without dismay, it was .only.when: she
believed him: one of the few who would
gladly enter into her views of a life look-
ing to higher objects and to simpler plea-
sures, The surprise of novelty, and the
enchantment of ignorance, -which .had
first kept her from detecting the hollow-
ness of many a pleasure and many a per-
son, had ceased : — she was beginning to
understand half sentences, and to con-
strue looks : she saw that where one half
of a room was admiring, the other half
was' ridiculing or misrepresenting . her ;
that some young ladies had disingenuous
reasons for aaffecting her society ;- some.
married women. mischievous ones ; and
that some of her most .professing male
adorers worshipped her because it was.
the fashiom ., - B S et ¥

Though happily unconscious that her
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doubtful 'whether the tenderestGf sénti-
ments'didonot: gmedmmeyes thenhbhuﬂs
ing charme1st 1o shastoray & diiw \osmis
‘“Whether it were that Eady*@omﬁhg—
tor really allowed her more of>heriown
Wajr',, or that Alicia ~had -learnt ! uncon:
sciously how to obtain’ it; issdoubtfal:
be it what it'might, she di@ infact tdke
a firmer ground: of conduect. Nothing
induced her to admit that she could play
or sing' heyond a fireside, or garden-Seat
circle’; she never suffered herself tobe
beguiled into the mere appearancé of a
flirtation, or to exhibit herself behind the
stalls of a ladies’ bazaar; she excused
herself as often as possible from appearing
in the park; ‘'she:wore the least remark-
able ‘of fashionable hats ; and so far from
seeking ‘to 'display her lovely figure, ‘re-
fased riding in ‘Hyde Park ; wholly dis-
continued “the 'Grecian' quadnlle, rand
withstood ' every ‘temptation ' to' waltz.
With some discerning persons this con-
‘duct had weight ; her' character finally
made its ‘way with them, and they would
gladly have become her friends, had not




-M&:ﬁ: maupesﬂﬂa + bar: to’. Mm
timacy with a protegée of Hersuro: o uri
~2/Butexeeedingly” ill-natured | persons
maintained that <« Miss Barry wasia
finished ' -acttess, admirably prompted;
that! her retenue was artifice, her delicacy
edlculation: they were perfectly sure{sh_e
would énd by becoming a countess;”
#/Lord St. Lawrence appeared yery Well
inclined: to gratify them. Whm:ever he
whs ‘ot ‘in his place at the House, or
deeply engaged in other business, he was
to ' be found wherever Mtss Barry went,
'or was expected. :

<+ Sincer-her appearance in London, he
h?ad"fuily made up his. mind ¢ to woo
her in good earnest.” ' He had watched
her in: public, he had studied  her in
private; he had' collected and. collated
every jarring opinion and tale congerning
hery he had then endeavoured. to’ sift
truth from falsehood, and  he, had come
td-this conelusion, -— that she was what
she seemed, artless, ‘yet-mentally culti-

B b6



12 COMING: OUT:

clination ; Dot easily wroughtto:love; but
of\a character totake & deepland: abiding
stamp - from ‘true affection:cand ntrustéd
virtue.r Suchoa: character: was! ofidalk
others the one: best  suited to-Lord St:
Lawrence’s individual-views:of happiness
! mamage, “though’ he ;ﬁeqﬁé‘ﬁm}y
owned to himself with a ‘wringing sigh;
that he ill deserved such happiness. Miss
Basvy’s: thorough gentility of births just
tified any man of fortune in dispensing
with wealth in addition to other endow-
ments ;- Lord St. Lawrence thoughthe
might well abate much more, for the: ptu:e
heart to which he pretended. = & o 0f
- Once resolved, heceased to- thm.w—iamy
cloak over his ‘purpose, or to held back
his impetuous inclination; and, ‘conscious
of his own power of interesting, herwas
not+ very ' blamable: for ‘feeling - more .
transports than apprehension; when! he
observed a softening shade stealing over
that fawn-like animation rof look and
manner which: had dlstmgmshed Alima.
at her ecomingrout. - ou B

|

It was-impossible for hm:l to attrlbute



élljsbemdim@ed i noﬁkﬁne“afithe@e persons;
either: by +his:-approach- or ‘his retréat;
cansed her the: slightest visible emotiomn:
Yet:icAlicia’s: ‘heart was seen to 'beat
qhicker  than ordinary sometimes;  her
looks were " often disordered, and her
manner drresolute ¢ it was when Lord St.
Lawrénce himself drew near her, or when
she caught some: mahcmus eye abspvvmg
then twgetherst risihle o
Shewbegan to shnnk fromx him, ‘espe-
cmllsy in the garden of ‘the square where
it was Lady Donnington’s ‘custom’ to
walk-oceasionally for half an hour before
a. late or after an  early dinner,  and
where: he 'generally contrived ' to' join
them, by having; luckily, tocross: the
square -at the precxse moment ei‘cher on
foot or horseback. - EAd arousnety
i Lord:St. Lawrence furthe? kne , that
Alicia‘had never been taken out by her
family until the very night he first'beheld
her ; and, knowing from the Mz Dono-
vans who the men were by whom she was
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frequently hdéw‘i'\?@d!,dbjﬁiﬂle‘(mgﬁm
sﬁtquﬁomil ‘habit ‘of 'blushing, in’ the wo:
mien ‘they seek “to: please; or ‘by:whatois
si ply called nervousness.” 'Alicia Barry
was | innocently - guilty ‘of ‘both- these
modes of deceiving; in addition to-whieh;
she was 'in" truth- agitated: by contradic:
tory ‘Wxshes o the sub_]em; Of Lord St.
Lawrence. ' g had
She was every day more. sensabie to
hts generous attachment 3 ‘she was: “con-
tmuaﬂy pressed in his favour by her
mdthei s ‘and ‘Flora’s letters; she cei
tainly o felt a gentle interest in him' grow-
ing upon her heart ; yet she shrunk from
his attentions, pnnclpakly ‘because ‘she
now suspected” they had been ealculated
upon frem the first by her relations, and
that too many lookers-on were ready ‘to
accuse her of a’systematic ‘siegeof * his
aﬁ'eetmns, and what' was wm'se, of hIS
coronet. e aleiniifedadd has
& People tell e you ve “in ‘my
opera box, Lord St/ Lawrence,” 'said
Lady Donnington/ one"evening, as'on
entering she found him already there.
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«Tronly hope fyou ‘are ‘not'in love with
Pasta. 20 OUNGL. A8 DVAE 08 §1 ‘.‘Afz"l revan
« Certainly not in love “wit ';}"éPaSﬁ?s‘
was' his Lordship’s ha?f’-amihmg, (half.
embarrassed answer, his eyE&mstm Vel_;"
tlrhitig to! Alicia ths swah LoV, 28 k@
« Do 'mind what you are’ abdﬁt,ﬂ _my?&
Lord?? cried Lady Charles” Evéiléigh,
who' was of the party : < you are tearing"’
off loads of Miss Barty’s trimming w1ﬂ1
that horrid chair.”” TLord St. Lawmhﬁe"
apologized. - Alicia made the usual con--
fused assurance that it was of no eanhé---
quénce, while taking the seat he’ pre4
sented. SIS
¢« Oh ! —of no consequence to ydu~
_young ladies” with immense fortunes,” -
resumed TLady Charles. ¢ Such poor girls " £
asthe Migs Everlelghs can’t aﬂ‘ord Paris’
gowns every day b4 AT .-.,-\:;
e 'Then T am “sure’ T ought not ‘46
pretend tn ’ehem,” was A~11c1a s genﬂe:
| relsigs it Enee e Y
<, fMisS Barly, you rnay ;pretetid ‘to
ariy thing " chimed 'in" Miss, Everleigh”
with marked emphasis. i
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cause of this sk'ismish abmpﬂifraﬁtackad
Lerd St, Lawrence. - £ il wenw i
- 41 suppose you know,. my .I(Wdhrl am
not asked to your ball to-morrow.” -
1, %I beg your Ladyshlp s palﬁdgon, buf; I
believe I am not going to give a ball.”...
“« O yes!” with a gasping laugh.of
vexation ; ¢ look at Lady Dennington, if
her face is to tell you what people are
invited to, at your house. I won’t know
who sends out your cards, for whatever
_to town yesterday, every body was talking
of your concert and ball, and I had no
© invitation.”

Lord St.Lawrence hastened to appease
her wratht by assuring her she was| to
have one, — that there must be some
mistake, &ec.

<4< Well! and what do you gwe us, my
Lord, after all * asked her cross Lady-
shxp, somewhat mollified.- .

¢« Not much more, I fear, than my
rooms: ‘to walk about in, and 'find fault
with,” said bis Lordship, in a tone of
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‘prhv&ﬁﬁlg banter.  Alicia could
giving him a gentle look' of- rerfiinder;
e had so lately agreed that it wis ivrbng
~ to irritate ‘the irritable ! — He bowed his
héad in‘silence, and, though he smiled,
an’ ingenuous- g?ow of colou{ canm mm
hisface. ©
' #<Oh'! T'hope, my Lord, ycui wﬂl Hise
your great interest with Miss ‘Barry,”
exclaimed © Miss Everleigh, fixing her
bold eyes on both as she spoke; “to
dance in the Grecian Quadrille. We are
all dying to see it ; every body told us at.
Brighton, that Mercandotti’s Bollero, ages
ago, was not half so good to see as Miss
Barry in the Grecian Quadrille.”

* Lord St.Lawrence’s personal pride was
wounded by this side-stroke-at the object
of his preference, as well as his delicaey;
and greatly dnsguste& at the double ill-na-
ture couched in this mention ‘of 'another
fortunate beauty, quietly asked whether
Miss Everleigh was not singular, in con-
sidering dancing at private houses-as.an
exhibition, rather than a 'social’ amuse-
ment ?
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{9:MisscEverleigh felt theipoint!of this
question, and reddened : — her: mother
had ashaft ready at her service.  « What
allikeness ”? she exclaimed, levelling her
glass at the stage — < one of these choius
singers is'so like the Marchioness Isola

Bella! ‘I beg your pardon, my Lord -
D¢ Forwhat, Lady Charles?” <ol

"o« Did not I lean back upon' your fin-
gers?” ‘The first query was made by
Lord St. Lawrence certainly with’'a’ hus-
ried ' nervous voice ‘that did not appear
suited to so simple an enquiry; the an-
swer was' given'in a tone of studied art-
lessness by Lady Charles Everleigh, who
knew well that Lord St. Lawrence’s hand
was not resting on her chair, and that he
must be;aware she was conscious of this.
¢+ Butiliord St: Lawrence could not —
.dared not, court explanation now as he
hadso: lately ibeen doing : he mastered
a startling sigh, a sigh- tributary to past
misdeeds and -present aspirations after a
new and better life, while Miss Everlei-gh;
who was seated in front with Alicia, whis-
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pered,: vlaughmglgyx, f‘;Tha - was/ tooriétuel
ofimamma.? - : bt b moitesup
iaiBefore. - Ahcaa,was aware: of it;:she had
asked why it was cruel; and received the
still lower ‘answer, that the chorusasmgbr
resembled al certain Italian married: wo-
man!with whom: his lordship wds knowin
tobe successfully enamoured whenabroad.

-miaday Donnington, who had not been
able: 'toi resist: the amusement lof * seeing
Lotds St Lawrence disconcerted’ ‘(consi-
dering men’s conduct with most indulgent
indifference); now recovered the' com.-
and of her muscles, and telling Lady
@harl s that the poorGarcias were seream.-
fod emselves hoarse in vain, besought
‘her: whole: party to be silent; and hear the
very prettiest music ‘of the opera.! Jotiyr

= This call> was ' effectual; especially as
“Lord St. Lawrence ‘was’ not‘hlmself Jyet,

‘and’“Alicia was somewhat " disturbed by
‘what Miss Everleigh-had. thSpea'edf ‘Both
‘mother and” ‘daughter were: sawhilesisi-
deniced; ‘and ' before they: could venture
-apon:‘a new: charge; several men:succes-
sively crowded in and crowded out of the
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box’; «with ‘them  Miss Everle
- her usual open flirtations, whi
staring down the sweetly-varyin
Alicia, or seeking to pique her into ne-,
tices of them by affected attention to:
Miss Everleigh. — Thus ended the even:.
in&iens
. The day for Lord St Lawrence s ﬂrst
great assembly now arrived: the party had
never been announced as a ball: it was,
understood  to include music, quadrilles:
afterwards, and premenadmg through his.
lordship’s fine gallery, or rather suite of
rooms, hung with paintings collected by:
such. of ' his ancestors as had transmitted
to him their passion for the fine ants.. i
Alicia was not familiar with fine. pm-»
~ tyres; but her eye and her taste had been
educated by Jocelyn Hastings’s drawings,.
and by his remarks upon engravings after.,
eminent. masters ; so that, although she
was yet ignorant. of those masters’ indi-|
vidual: style, she felt their different ex-+
cellencies the moment: their ‘works were:!
preseﬁted to her ; and as she was passing =
through* Lord St Lawrence’s rooms;




Tiotd S&J Lawmce cmﬂd vnthf dxﬂiﬁulw
command ‘himself' sufficiently to' receive
the rest of his company when he saw her’
thus'doing' pubhe homage to what he was-
most proud of in his many possessions.
It was a sympathy of taste which thrilled
him' to intoxication ; and as soon as pro-
pﬂety*perlmtted he hurried to her side,
leaving Lady Donnington ‘to act’ lady
. patroness with the greater triumph, be-
‘cause Princess Azorinski was' 1'0 be one’
of the guests:

-~ Having gratified himself by lveadmg his'
fair cempamun to one or two of his fa-
vourite pictures, and watched her deep
feeling of their beauties, he confessed a
collector’s vanity by way of excuse for
praying her to honour his gallery by ‘com-
ing to see it some day in quiet, and by a-
better light than that of wax-lights. Alicia*
wastécalled by this proposal to the recol-~
leetion that she ought neither to-bestow:
all her own attention upon the pictures;
nor to take Lord St. Lawrence from his'
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company ; and she said something about
not m@nopohmng him. He said some-
thing too in reply, confusedly, whisper- -
ingly:—itconfused her; yetit was neither
distinct enough mnor explicit enough to
warrant notice ; and, seeming not to hear
it, she rejoined Lady Donnington.

" As she mixed with the throng going
into the concert-room, she was surprised
by the buzz of “ a lottery!* and the re-
quest, from a pretty child with a basket,
to take a ticket thence at random. She -
followed every other lady’s example,iin
first drawing out a ticket, and then claim-
ing her prize of andther little creature,
whose office ‘was to distribute various
gifts, from a single artificial rese, fo ar-
ticles of jewellery.

In this gallant lot'nery, Lord St. Law.
rence had left every prize but one to be
dispensed at random : — whatever ticket
Miss Barry presented, was to have a settled
return. She drew a bracelet: one of ex-
quisite workmanship was held out to her.
Quite unconscious of its value (believing
it an imitation of precious stones), she

13
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admired the taste of the ornament, and
suffered the child to fasten it round her
army as he had done the waist Glasps or
brooches of other ladies, |

The bracelet was composed of ' massy
shamrocks: in emeralds, clasped by the
rose and: thistle in gems of appropriate
colours. ' As it was put on, a whisper
went round of ¢ the union;” and Lord
Lewis Rivers, who now nearly detested
Miss Barry, because she scarcely ever no-
ticed him, had the pitifulness to prompt
some: lady to ask, in a tone of banter,
whether the little rose-crowned child was
meant for Cupid or' Hymen. _

Indignant ‘at such mean attempts to
tease him out of a serious feeling, and all-
awakened to hope and joy by Alicia’s
artless admiration of this symbol of her
country, Lord St. Lawrence answered,
animatedly, <« T wish Miss Barry would
determine the question.”” Miss Barry,
however, was gone forward; and no one
that followed had the shghtest inclina-
tion to put the question to her. Tt was
now evident, most people thought, that

VOL. II. ¢
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Lord.- St. Lawrence had either, proposed:
already, or meant to propose 1mmedute1y
Struggles to obtain his particular notice
therefore were useless; and the next best
thing to getting Lord St. Lawrence for a.
* husband, or a son-in-law, being- to. get:to
his. wife’s. parties, every body. wl a,reﬁ;;
for ‘pleasant | parties began a new tone;:
and for; the remainder of the evemng
Alicia became an ObJECt of malked d.t-
tention. : Fong
In the concert—1 oom the most exqulsl,te
music. was given, just as long.as lively.
admiration may be sustained, without ex«!
hausting the powers or palling the taste
of the hearers. Alicia was delighted with:
finding much of the old composers in-
strumental pieces mixed with those of;
the modern school; and as:Lerd St
Lawrence occasionally thanked his pro-:
fessional. performers, or. requested some
slight variation in the order of sdng‘s and’
congertos; she could not but do justice:
to the; graceful courtesy with which -he::
preserved both the singers and himself in
their. due relations to each other, yet
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shﬁWe&i the former hdwfmflich‘?heﬁ'eéﬁe&!é&
tal&i’l‘ﬁ e Seogqoi of YaRout 18 Jrbisatis
o¥nithe ‘ball-room, the pr;mé.’sé Lord St.”
Lawrence took to infuse a real spirit of"
gaiety into the dancing, and so take from
it all ;appearance ‘of exhibition, was felt'
by’ Alicia while' yielded to without re-'
mark by giddier heads and hearts. He'
was even adroit enough to have the Gre-'
cian Quadrille danced, without 1mp0rtun-
ing her to share in it. '
2Tt would be absurd to say that'a gentle
girl of eighteen, with a heart to ‘which
love ‘had never been whispered by the
only breath that would have found there’
a slambering flame to waken — it would
be'absurd to say that such a heart did not
warm and throb under the soft touch ‘of"
so many tender' flatteries — indeed, so
lively and so pleasurable was her 'mixed’
glow ‘of gratitude and approbation, ‘that
Alicia’s sweet eyes beamed ‘with it ; and
something of complacent expectation stole”
into her' breast. At 'that ‘moment Hher
attention was' called ‘to the ‘entrance of
the 'saloon, by ‘whispers buzzing'round."
c <
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Every one was observing the meeting of
Lady Donnington and Princess Azorinski
for the first time, as the receW’er afrid”’*the
received. Lady Donnington looked to6
tnumphant Madame Azorinski neutral-
ized her elation at once by an air of’ per-
fect good humourandundisturbed dignity.
After the introduction of an instant by
Lord St. Lawrence, the Princess hurried .
forward in her usual volatile Way, To0-
ticing mere acquaintance with that grs ace-
ful ease” which peculiarly distinguishes
high-bred f'orelgners, and talkmg gally to
friends.

‘Alicia once more heard those’ mus1cal
tones and mirthful laugh which had
charmed her at Brighton ; and when her
acquaintance was soon after claimed for
Madame Azorinski by Lord St. Law-
rence, she felt that there was real kmd-
ness in the frank smile and out- stretching
hand with which the former welcomed
their mutual presentation. Aware of the
Polish “lady’s rank, though she did not
shrink from such greeting with ungentle-
‘womanly distance, her looks  showed



COMING OUT. 29

'that she knew herself honoured by 1t,
as flattered..

.+ Lord St. Lawrence, des1rous cither of
.plop;‘tlatmg his lady patroness, or of
leaving these new acquamtances to them-
selves, hastened to Lady Donmngton,

»ﬁrst, Where Prmcess Azormsk1 would
not, 'under amy circumstances, as a
forelgner, have consented to play the
leading part.

To talk of the person who had brought :
them acquamted -the moment he. qmtted
them, was a thing of course, and in less
than a quarter of an hour the Princess -
had playfully said all the good she
thought of him, with a freedom and
earnestness which would have told any
other woman than Alicia that she be-
lieved herself addressing his future wife.
_She regretted that she and Lady Don-
nington had not visited each other whilst
at Brighton, since: now, that she and the
Prince were returning to the Contment,
she mlght not hope to see Miss Barry
‘again for years, unless. the latter would

€3
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En’ghsh mﬂ “tlie ilve

fv‘é‘fbé thef o;pen-hemted expregsi@n @vh&t}h
whlte teethr and cheerful ey>és g‘aVe to

‘tenice, who' was aftérwards told'! by his
Polish friend what the latter ‘had ‘been
hstenmg to, was pardonable for attribut:
mg ‘the heightened glow of her* ove?ry
‘cheeks to the subJect rather tha the
manner :

"Madame Azorinski did not stay Ionger
than an hour :she had appeared 'at: his
party because Lord St. Lawrence had
: entreated her to do so, and because she

*"’0 seﬁ‘ ‘eﬁ' for Dover ther very
Lady Donnmgton ‘she

shé}had ﬁb ‘desite’ to- itritate a rival, she
shéo‘k off! the little knot of ‘pleasant per-
15608 whoni! h t “happy air ever attracted
and;' détalrie& ‘and 1epeat1ng y cordial in-
vitation'to Alicia,” spo:rtlvely said-she had
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amym@atlent husband at home, who.meant
to be in this- carriage by day-break the fol-
lowing morning ; then, kissing her ~hand
with.a suceession ‘of smiles, left. the, ﬁeld
to Lady Donnington. .
oaAlicia saw, her depart w1th an emotlon
of . regret.i,. She, looked after het asshe
had . often, done upon bright - clouds .at
sunset,  grieving that they could not be
dgtamed +What the Princess had said
of Lord. St. Lawrence had completely
banished. the disagreeable impression left
by Miss Everleigh’s whisper at the opera ;
-and though Alicia might have been:led
to' pause by remembering the Princess’s
summing . up — however, I don’t tell to
you,, .my . Lord St. Lawrence is de one
perfect man, —the amiable. creduhty of
youth taught her to-credit only the fairest
testtmony to. another’s .character, whllst,
with | disinterested benevolence,  she, ze-
joiced that he was only pronounced. to be
net perject by, one likely to judge,him
falrly” Such, thoughts were put to, ﬂ;ght
ior a quadnlle. After dancmg w1th }um
c 4
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 she sat down, listening to and laughing

at his joyous talk about boat-races and
gymnastics,” when he suddenly begigad
leave to look at her lottery bracelet

She took it from her arm. bR
-« Wise asever |’ exclaimed the: young
Baronet, examining it. <« After all,'T
don’t know real stones from sham, which
is unlucky, as I have a bet with Lewis
Rivers about it. He says these are paste.
I will have it, for St. Lawrence’s c‘red:nt,
that they are gentlemanly emeralds. —
Which of us are right, Miss Barry 2>

Alicia confessed equal ignorance of
gems, deciding; however, that those in
debate were false stones, because the
bracelet ‘was only one of two hundred
prizes. ‘O ! don’t be too sure of that!?’
was Sir Edgar’s remark. ¢ St. Lawrence
is a capital fellow!—he knows how to
make a present—and we all know how
to understand it.”’

The good-humoured rogmshness of" the
boy’s look brought the colour into Ali-
cia’s cheek. — « Now don’t keep on look-
ing so awfully pretty, Miss Barry,” he



resumed 'with. hilarity, - yet  no simper-

‘tinenge, “.or/ I may get up and run $t.
awrence through-with this fan of yours,
for want .of 2 better weapon. I was

- getting as' desperate about you as’ all
the other fellows are : — faith, I was
stark mad on your aceount for a whole
fortnight at Brighton ; but when I saw
St. Lawrence going to run, I backed
out as well as T could. Now, don’t take
off your bracelet with such a whisk of
horror! it isn’t a ring; it hasn’t mar
ried you yet to —— - s
. % Sir Edgar — pray — for Heaven’s
sake!—”" . Alicia looked. breathlessly
about her lest Lord St. Lawrence him.
self were near. The young hussar tried
to prevent her from leaving her seat.
<« If you don’t keep still, Miss Barry,”
he laughed out, «I shall tear your gown.
Now, pray, what have I said so very
alarming? I don’t tax you with caring a
straw for Lord St. Lawrence or for any one
of us. I only say that there never was
a more chivalric way of making a declar-

I S : s wlinioan .- ot
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"‘1A4hcwz : Tepeated ’thefWor’d,@ fgmmmnbwf
its ‘connexion with her bracelet;:she had
fhbﬁght, indeed, of Ireland when:looking .

* atthe shamrocks, but rememberedneither
Englemd nor Scotland when making the

thistle meet in' the' clasp. »She

fiow: ‘caught the - meamng of the ' device;
and, remembering the expression of Lord

St. Lawrence’s countenance as he tood

aloof swatching - the distribution of this

prizes, 'a burning blush overspread “her
faced ¢ Slr ‘Edgar Trevor’s spirits 'so-
berized. ''“< I hope I have mot:ibeen
abommably impertinent, Miss Barry,”” he
said : I ‘am a sad mad fellow; saying
every thmg that' ‘comes uppermost: ~ If
you cut'me: after this, I shall be done for:
Hete, Lady Donnmgton, — most divine,
ommpotent Lady © Donnington ! —«do
stop a* ‘moment, and patch up - a peace
be’cWeen me and Miss Bagry 12> :
199 ady Donnington’s sole answer was
ordermg him to' go and seek for a: danc-
ing cotiple "who" had ‘wandered beyond
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her Jeniiv<,Come;« Miss  Barry,?’ she
said, with a pecuhar air of triumph and
graciousness, | I wish you: ‘would waltz
this' onlce; tooblige me : it is really much
too absurd your: going on refusing to do
what: »eu‘erymbudy else does ; — but only
this wonces; to .distinguish sy  night:
Hete, .my  Lord (beckoning Lord . St«
Lawrence); there is to be a waltz before
suppets; 1 Miss: Barry will | Waltz with
you el g
L@ird St Lawrence half. approached
Ahcms look, movement, and exclama-
tion :stopped him. = ‘I .must not press
it;2 he said 5 ¢« Miss Barry dislikes it so
much —and— 1 searcely think any man
would wish to see her dislike it less.” .
i« @ merey !”’ exclaimed his lady. pa-
troness, shrugging up her shoulders—¢¢ if’
thei sother young Jladies did ibut hear!
Now, as I am not a young lady, come
and waltz with me!”. So. saying, with
petfect sang-froid,. Lady. Donnington
carried  off her partner, and  was seen
the mext moment; whirling. round  with
him4in that most. graceful yet most
: c 6
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doubted of dances. Aliciacould notbut be
sensible to' Lord St. Lawrence’s delicacy,
femembering, as she did, his admiration
of the slow and rapid waltzing which
formed a part of the Grecian Quadrille.
He, like herself, obvmusly liked to con-
template the exquisite grace of that slow
movement and the unchﬂa)tmg sway of
the linked figures ; 5 but he, as- eﬁdently,
gave the free rein to admiration only
Whe‘n the dancers were all of the long-
robed sex, as Sir Edgar Trevor sometlmes
denominated women. Haum

She was touched by such consxderatmn
and such sympathy ; and, though inces-
santly sarrounded by persons-reitheviper-
secuting her to waltz, or harassing her
‘with undisguised devotion, she could not
escape from serious ‘thought of what all
had tended to thloughout this' moment-
ous evening.

It was impossible f01 her to fortret
what Sir Edgar Trevor had been saying,
and: Lord St. Lawrence looking; the very
pressure of the ‘bracelet upon her arm
recalled it. She knew that, directly after
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entering his rooms, the earl had engaged
her: hand -for the first set: of quadrilles ;
and -that in presenting her to lecess
Azorinski, he had said something ex-
pressive of a strong interest in both ; —
but: one inference could be: falrly drawn
from these. thfno's :

- While Ah,cla pondered on them Wlth
ﬂuttef& thoughts (too fluttered for
stead)g,qonchﬂons), she felt that she was
in: the midst of splendour, rank, and
elegant pleasure; and that every one of
such envied advantages might hereafter
be offered to her acceptance. It may
‘not be denied, that although with far
different notions of using  station and
fortune than most other women would
have had, she did not contemplate this
vision ' without momentary dazzlement.
Yet until this evening, when' Lord St.
Lawrence’s delicate care of her. dehcacy,
‘and Madame Azorinski’s lavish- praises
had penetrated somewhat below the sur-
face of her gentle breast, she had never
‘imagined the possibility of ‘his: serious
addresses, without shrinking.
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+(Thrilled as she was now; ‘or rather'
agitated by the imagination: that she was:
likely ‘to' be one day mistress -of ‘alll shes
saw around, there was nothing venal in
the’ passiveness with which 'she yielded:
to' the impression.. Whollym leave out
friends ‘and, fa,mlly in a woman’s views:
of matriage, is rather selfish than disine
terested. When free affections dnay be:
directed towards an objeet approved: by
duty and reason, it is surely commend-
able ‘to endeavour so-to direct:them.
Sordidness consists in sacrificing an exist-
ing affection to interest ; or in consenting
to mingle beings with an unworthy and
unloved person for the sake of situation.

To please her parents by such an-al::
liance, to secure to herself the amplest
means:of blessing and benefiting many ;
of lavishing gifts and advantages and
enjoyments upon Flora; of recalling her
exiled brother; of having interest, infla=
ence, and an- overflowing purse ever:
readyfor the use .of Rose ‘Beresford,
her children, and her husband; of showing *
Jocelyn Hastings that his instructions:

5
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had ‘taught one heart how to employ the
awful; (talents: of  :wealth - and ' nobility-
worthily : —to do, and have all this, was!
what moved Alicia on the present oc--
casionjvand if'a touch of sadness mingled:
with -a. sense of grateful pleasure, its’
source was unsuspected: by herself'; nor:
was-it deep enough to have proved dan-
gerous ‘to her peace, had she on that
mstant given her hand to Lord St. Law-
‘rence at the altar.

‘After such musings, when she took
her seat at the supper-table, where the
young Earl sat down in common' with
others, and found herself therefore placed
beside him ; an air of consciousness, in:
spite of ‘her efforts to the contrary, was
diffused over every thing  she did and
said. . How earnestly at the moment did
she wish for that command over every
feeling, as well as look, ‘which in bétter
seasons she had often been revolted by,
when contemplating it in others, feeling
then that it imparted an air of finesse;«
or-argued a. coldness unfavowrable to.
their characters § H, aviss
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‘Bashful consciousness, however, is.al-
ways interesting, whether mere. maidenly
modesty, or a preferring sentiment s its
source : unlike triumphant vanity, it
seems to intreat for, and it obtains, sym-
pathy. Alicia’s downcast eyes and raised
complexion were not seen without. emo-
tion. Many a mother looked on her
with true maternal hearts, behevmg her
worthy of the high rank to which Lord
St. Lawrence’s choice would elevate her;
consequently, giving up the hope of him
for their daughters, without seeking %o
find a fault in the successful candidate :
and not a few young men, with sensibili-
ties yet unwithered by the world, stifling
a sigh, wished it had been their fortunate
lot to have had titles and fortunes to lay
at her feet, and to privilege them in
giving way to the inclination she inspired.

Some there were, however, like Lord
Lewis Rivers, who found a malicious
pleasure in heightening her distress, by
whispers and half.laughs, and side glances;
by affected compliments, and dexterous
impertinencies : others, who had already



COMING OUT. i

got to care no more about Miss Barr
than about the beauty of the last seaSon,
whether dead or living, went on with their
small flirtations unheeding.

~ Amongst the gentler sex, too, there
were frowmngfaces and poisoned tongues.
Lady Charles Everleigh headed this party
of malcontents; contriving to annoy both
Alicia and Lord St. Lawrence so suc-
cessfully, by taunting questions and rude
observations, rather striking at Alicia’s
family than at herself, that it required
all the young Earl’s practice of keéping
his temper; to prevent him from saying
a rude thing at his own table.

- Alicia felt that offence was meant by
Lady Charles; but being ignorant of
what every body else knew (her father’s
embarrassments), was happily preserved
from the pain, the resentment, nay, the
mortification which Lord St. Lawrence
experienced.

When his party broke up, ere Lady
Donnington, as she said, broke her baton
of command, the Earl in walking with
her through the ante.rooms, intreated her



: A«Q . COMING oUT,

not to let. Miss Barry forget. hen. promige
ot hoqourmg his_ gallery with

h a second
view by daylight., Alicia was now rather
inclined to evade ﬁus promise, but find-
g from himself, that he was goin for
a week to his estates in Wlltshn'e, she
comenfed to accompany Lady Domung-
ton to see his pictures duri ing his absence.
He was obliged to receive the emotion
of her manner as a qualifier of so mor-
txfymg an arrangement.

. The next morning having got the lees
of the Painters to look over, by way of
information concerning one or two Span-
ish artists, whose finest pictures were in
the St Lawrence gallery, Alicia begged
for the forenoon to herself, and actually
remained at home while Lady Donning-
ton went with a large early party on the
water to Richmond. :

--Although, since her settlement in Lon-
don, our heroine had found an hour now
and  then which she could devote to
reading - and writing. (and when, at
Brighton; an incessantly out-of-door life
had wasted every moment), yet: in Lon-




inher ean fing fway the pﬁwér of
: ﬂt"eﬁ'ﬂan “and a perpetual giddiness of
expectéﬁlon or apprehensmn about visits
.ﬁf'?df- '#ﬁil%ors nates and messages, kept

a3 ‘fe@jr 'that no achwty, no stea&mess
was ‘left “for the prosecution of better
things.” Selfconvicted of a criminal ac-
quiescence in this ruinous habit, she
tumed to the account of Velasquez, and
was deeply absorbed ‘in the analysis of
His ‘style, ‘when a letter was dehvered to
her from her mother.

' Mrs. Barry’s epistle was couched in so
unusllal 4 strain, that her amazed child
had 'to read it a second time ere she
could ‘make herself entirely sure that it
cumeé from that well-known hand: ‘its
contents were a confiised, yet ‘decided
avowal of being perplexed how to meet
Néer' huisband ‘when he ‘should ' return,
unless Alicia could tell her that Liord St
Tawrence or some othier person of for-
fu‘ﬂe and consequence < had spoken out.”

M. Barry said she was now forced to
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ownthatraﬁ'eaﬁimn\ferfherﬂarlizﬁgdﬂli'gﬁ%-
and anxiety to see her « well settled,”
had tempted her into a freer expenditire
of money than, under present circum:
Stances, was prudent to do, or could be
approved by Colonel Barry ;' 'that’ ‘he-
had long since written to' say he'found
his: West Indian estates in a very 'sad
condition, owing to roguery (of course)
in his agents; to the heavy drains’ made
upon them by Marcus’s late expensive: '
ness; and that, consequently; they must .
all economize for the next year or two 3
that, unless Alicia positively put herself
forward by way of encouraging Lord St.
Lawrence to make a proposal, the whole
thing might go off in a dawdle, 4nd
then all the difficulties Mrs. Barry had
plunged herself into for 'Alicia’s sake
would be in a manner so many useless
miseries and certain shames, She must
now tell her daughter, that the last large
sum. consigned to Lady Donnington’s
stewardship for' the London' season was
obtained by the pledge of Mus. Bairy’s
few diamonds to a French jeweller; an
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mother exhorted her: to keep. concealed,
from Lady Donnington and. every other.
person; no one, she said, having.any,
business with family affairs except, the:
family themselves. ¢ If a right persom;
-proposed, Alicia ought to iaccept himat?
once, without reference to her. fortune;.
young ladies never being expected ‘to
know any thing of such matters; the
gentlemen enquired about that  after-.
wards ; and if a man were excessively in
love (as Mrs. Barry heard from everys
creature Lord St. Lawrence was); -and |
had an enormous income himself; ; he,
never would break off after things - had«
gone any length. Thus it would be!
Alicia’s own fault, and the ‘most heinous !
sinl against gratitude and filial affection,
if she did not marry a man able and:
willing, to free her father and mother:!
from their pecuniary difficulties.”
How easily are the lessons of falseness, |
andselfishness learned even by the weakest:-
capacity! Mus. Barry evinced no small
progress in cunning, by these suggestions,
and by the appeal she made to her poor
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gitls tetiderness and pity'; bt she'Had’
goe 16" far by her last exhortation.

Alicia“started from the proposition of!
thus deluding a generous hbeart; and for
the moment, in which she fancied Lord
St:Lawrence the victim of it, her whole
soul was on his'side. BRI
‘And how did the entire sum of the
letter ‘appal ‘and humiliate her! In it
she saw all her misgivings justified : her
unwillingness to let herself be dressed and”
exhibited, and ‘carried about by Lady
Donnington ! her earnest wish of being
permitted to abide by the habits and
means of her parents only, and so taking
her chance for a peaceful single or a
happy married life! ~ How solicitously
did she strive not to see that her mother
was unwise ‘and unprincipled —that she
herself' was cruelly drawn upon to be
grateful for the very things which she
had so often and so pathetically remon-
strated against! = i
To put herself' forward; to conceal -
that she was not to have any fortune;




ot to m&k’é ord; St L
stand this, and ﬁhat ‘her-father’ aﬁ'ﬁiﬁ%
were embarrassed ! —these eﬁﬂ*@éﬁli’ﬁﬁﬂﬁ
were as impossible to her, as ‘to- gd‘on
carelessly spending in the way" L"aay
Bomungton had hitherto spent for her."

Not that Alicia had even yet an idea
of her family’s real state, or a suspicion
that her father was going to France be-
cause he might not venture his persﬁﬁ‘m ;
Iteland before certain arlangements were
made with creditors there ; she’ merély
believed that his income was: Vexatmné&y‘
straitened for a while by unasual ‘de-
mands and dishonest agents'y theref'afe‘
at the end of a short vista of trouble,
she still' beheld ' Castle’ Barry, ctfmpe-
tence, ‘and 'comfort. B

“Whilst she paused upon the passage
which mentioned’ Mrs. Barry’s pledge of
her diamonds, and dread of her husband’s
d1sp}easure puor Alicia found her better
purposes giving way. “She was dismayed
at this array of adverse ‘obligations; and
she f'elt 311 the cruelty, because she



aﬁ;; te,st._.@f the ‘most sa.cred duﬁy ;
. But, happily, the instructions of Rose
M “Manus. (whose sacrifices to the com-
mand of - honouring - our parents had
proved her right knowledge of it), and
the deepcr teachmg of Jocelyn Hastings, -
- were too (fresh in her memory not. to
mave her spirit to courageous resistance.
The principle of truth was enjoined to-
by a Parent of hlgher authority than any
eag‘thly one, however loved or honoured ;
and exclaiming, "¢ O thank Heayen
that I do not yet feel too much for Lord
 St. Lawrence!” she inwardly determined,
by Heaven 'S aamstance, not to deceive him
should he indeed talk to her of marriage.
In her mother’s letter there was no
longer any of that deceptious indul-
gence with which she had hitherto be-
guiled her artless daughter. She never
for a moment allowed her to suppose
that she might return to Ireland as Alicia
Barry: she must marry, and & marry
greatly. A bitter sense of her mother’s
VOL. II. D
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uttertindifference to-the possible state of
her child’s affections, and of heruncon-
cern :about that child’s after 'perform-
ance of a wife’s duties (thus unwillingly
wedded), pressed painfully upon Alicia’s
heart: it was aggravated by the ever-
recmrmg thought that, instead of keep-
+ ing in the same place with other private
geutlemen’s  daughters, and taking /the
recreations of youth as they avose, she
had been set upon a stage for show, held
up: for purchase, decorated to catch the
eye; her very fortunes painted to delude
and take in the unwary. Pleasures had
been created for her; expenses courted;
female intimacies denied ;  competition
excited ; every thing, in short, put into
a;sort of hot-bed to force forward what
her parents wanted—a great marriage !
At such a throng of distressful, disgrace-
ful images, her eyes rained down with
tears, and exclamations against her co-
veted, but mow to her fatal, beauty burst
from her lips.

Could - Lady Donmngton be in. the
secret of all this 2. At this hasty question

18
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even:Alicia’s gentle eyes ceased to flow
with patient suffering : filial respect had
quenched resentment against her parents;
but: from' another; hand she could not
brook such disgrace ; and, as she fancied
Lady Donnington’s connivance possible,
_her.indignation amounted to momentary
abhorrenee:

anAninstant’s review of the past how-
ever, cleared Lady Donnington of any
purposed connivance : —in going every
day to scenes of splendid gaiety, in cast-
ing aside every hour some new article of
fashionable attire, and making her young
companion do the same, Lady Donning-
ton: was merely pursuing . her ordinary
course in life. - So far from taking pains
to'make a match for her lovely visitor,
Lady Dennington professedly cared no-
thing about it ; and since their first
conversation concerning Lord St. Law-
rence, had certainly never uttered more
than a passing joke on the subject of his
reported partiality.  Alicia  was thus
obliged to acquit her either of intentional
good or intentional harm, and to own,

D 2
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with a fresh burst of tears, that her titled
chaperon was not. to blame. f'or thevex
travagant mode of her ‘appearance ; since
Mrs. Barry’s. letter testified - that this
leader of fashion had been led to imagine
her young guest a girl of large fortune.
Many a successive flood of t_ealts___sh!ed Je
and her full heart relieved, Alicia could
think more temperately of what was best
to do, both to avoid future expenses and
to recover her own respect.

- She wrote then ' directly to her father
m France, beseeching him, if he -were
already arrived ths;'re,‘{ to allow her .in-
stantly to join him, or to come for her;
referring te her ‘mother’s general  con-
fession of pecuniary difficulties as. the
reason why she could not remain in Lon-
don, where she. must go. on expending
largely, unless permitted to speak plainly
ito, Lady- Donnington -on . the subject: of
family ‘affairs. - She added,. that if -in
Jquitting - Bugland. she should leave any
-one: behind whose regard were: worth
-wishing. for, -or indeed of a serious. na-
i ture; that person would not like her. the
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less when he found she had acted qusﬂy,
and if no such consequence followed, she
could’ declare before Heaven, that she
was conscmus of no stronger desire than
that of being suffered to go back to home
aﬂd ccomparative privacy. O e
“Alicia’s’ tlmldly tender mnature, ever
fearful of giving pain, or 1nfrmgmg a
: duty,” made her reluctant to state' the
extent of her hostility to the ambitious
views of her dearest relatives; and elosing
lier letter here, she addressed one of" the
same import, though written more at
large, to her mother. . it
~Of" pride our young herome had as
little as any erring child of Adam has
inherited; yet there was pride; —there
was too anxious a -care also of human
‘opinion in ‘her throbbing heart, ‘when'it
turned ' 'dissatistied from the . witness
within, that she was guiltless on’ this one
. "occasion before Him who judges the
‘inmost thoughts. 'She' could’ not brook
. the idea of Lord St. Lawrence fancying
hereafter, that she had ‘made one in'a
plot' to- entrap his “affections; 'without
D 8
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,lo\}mg him, ‘she esteemied him‘to'a’ &E.
gree that made his® 1espéct neeesfsarryiﬁa :
her' comf'ort, 'she ‘was, therefore; ‘éager
to’ get out of his society,” ere’ ‘e ‘miglh,
b‘y an explicit’ declaration’ of “his” Sefiti-
ments, obhge her into the av0wal ‘whieh
hel patents forbade, 19ubaea of Lk atie

Inexpemenced as Alicia’ ‘was,” urgent
eircumstances and accurately-scmtmléeﬁ
feehngs taught her the necessity”of' 1ot
appearing to hurry on such a declaratiof;
and were she to suffer any hint ‘of Ter
likely  removal ' from TLondon 'te ‘get
‘abroad, it might seem as if she’had
‘tneant’ so to ‘force out Lord ' St. Law-
Teficé’s sentiments.  Concealment; ‘there-
fore, ’WéS"'ifidfspénsable,' from Lady Don-
nington’ ‘as'"well 'as' from others ;<
concealnient,” which, 'to ‘the trmSpafent
‘ehidracter of ingeénuous  youth, is ever
'_ nd which, till now, Ahcm be-
Hevel nothing on'earth cotld’ inda T
isgbntaneous]y to tesolve upon. e

Dehcacy and dlscretlon commanded

JfISt ‘written should remam unanswere(i
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If, her, father rwere to .consent: to her
jgugmg l,umrm}Fra,uce, then nothmg need
be,said, -unless events wrested family
seprats from.her : if he should command
hﬂr ,to.zemain, she would make it her
business, to. avoid every expensive plea-
sure, and to conduct herself so reservedly
towards every, man, that none might: be
authorized in accusing  her of drawing
them on.; Her prime expectation, how-
ever,. was, that Colonel Barry would
.g@m&fqr her. 1mmedlately upon receiving
her letter; and in this hope youth’s
_huoyant spmts once more revived : —she
folt conscious of purposing rightly ; and
that  conviction made her able to bear
the pain of ‘being reserved when other-
wise she would have dealt openly.. .

- By much exertion she, was. so; far re-
stm;(.d to her usual manner, that she cpuld
meet Lady Donnington at dinner,, dress
and go with her to Almack’s, dance there,
talk and look a vision of beauty, and
/leaye  no one imagining that her heart
swas all the while, sma.rtmg under a keen
sense of | hum;hatmn As if to reproach

© D4
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her for the eagerness with which ' she

[

sought ‘separation from Lady Doar ing-
ton, that lady’s manner to her throughout
this evening was marked with’ unusual
attention.  From any other person ‘sich
attention would have had an air of great
kindness; but Lady Donnington’s” mian:
ner was barren of softness, so that when-
ever she did show solicitude to oblige,
the act was never met as the evidence of
a:nature spontaneously cordial; but felt
- as-a positive obligation. Fyepil sog
<« Well, Miss Barry,”” said her Ladyship,
as-they were standing together; « I have
had no time to ask you to-day whethef
you have learned all the painters’ names
by heart yet. Are you ready now for
looking - at _ the St. Lawrence collection
without book? or must we send an ex-
press for this Lordship to Grey Friars?”
Alicia: almost ' too: eagerly expressed her
wish of visiting the: pictures during ‘the
Earl’sabsence; stammering out something
about seeing them then in more freedom;
and internally conscious, that she merely
sought to get this promised visit over-

-
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without  risk of the avowal she now be-
ieved miore probable, because her mio-
dtsmgenuousness had rendered it

i adsy Donnington was all smlle and
compliance:—she betook herself to count
engagements with her fan and the tip of
her finger.—¢ The rehearsal of Rossini’s
music . to-morrow at Lady Thoresby’s:
I would not miss that rehearsal for all
the: pictures in the Louvre! — Mrs. Ver-

-non Haygarth’s breakfast next day; —
the ‘officers’ rowing match, Saturday, —
Sunday? —no | — too sainty, as usual |—
Monday, what is there? — Oy the gon-
dela party at the Baroness’s—mno, that
is-the next week.. Well then, Monday,
—do remind me, — the St. Lawrence
O'allery on Monday.”

“Alicia gladly pmxmsed to ref‘resh her
Ladyship’s memory;. happy thus to escape
from - passing a whole morning by Lord
St..Lawrence’s ‘side in-a sort of familiar
compamonsh1p, ~which 'might: seem  to
favour ssuch ‘views: as: she: now:dreaded
should be imputed to her. Several times

y D 5
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ithis evening had “glances and expressions
itouchedii her,: which hitherto- sheodiad
-Dever:suspected to  have jany. meaning
derogatory to her own disinterestednessi;
«and ‘one speech, evidently about herself,
iparticularly roused natural-pridess Itiiwas
'spoken by Lady Sarah Colliton (the ¢i-
devant; Lady: Sarah. Mostyn), -wloj ré-
‘turned..from a continental tour, was;aigt
yetupon the best terms with her family;
-« I have begged,” she said, < not o
have.my aunt’s protegée presenited: to
ime ;. her silly good-looking ‘brother teok
such impertinent liberties with-my name,
I ind, by way of excusing his own, vanity.
Of course the poor girl has tomake her
fortune by her face too. I wish: she/may
csueceediily ri-Lonnenidislal aoes
1" These sentences had- met ‘Alicia’s ear
an; cominon., with: other persons. ‘passing
‘behind the speaker to the door-way, and
kept stationary awhile by the press : —
imo-names were uttered, but those:meant
-could not: be:mistaken; ‘and her. Afast-
-throbbing heart showed that she heard
-and understood the cruel remark.. .
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sooThursday,: Friday, «&e:; | passed;’ and
Monday came' it wasabeautiful dayof
wlesing' Apuil,» tempting Lady Donning-
ten itoswalkiito Lower Grosvenor-street,
attended. by: a'servant only. The 'two
‘ladies were respectfully met by a groom
of the chambers, to whom, as he preceded
themvinto thesuite of picture rooms, Lady
‘Donmington ' carelessly put the ' question
off how much longer Lord St. Lawrence
‘would remain at Grey Friars, - :
of «My Ford is in the  house now, my
Eady,” was the reply ; ¢-and has ordered
meito say he will have the honour of at-
ténding your Ladyshlp and. Miss Barry
'Lmlnedlately

“Alicia‘was electrified by this unfore-
seen intelligence. Her first wish was to
go back; but, recollecting that as Lady
‘Dennington' was ignorant’ of his return,
‘she could not be suspected of 'knowing
“it,- and: thati with two ladies solely to at-
‘tend 'to, his Lordship could ‘not have an
i -op’portmmty of': sa,ymg any thing: particu-
darly to one — recollecting thls, she te-
covered herself; and went on in silence,

p 6
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though ' with. an" unsteady ‘step; and ' &
hmghtenad eoldurinsisg: viedi Yo yis o8
. Lady Donnington uttered an rexchmm-
taon of pleasure at finding' Lord St: Laws
rence in his own town house, _;nsteadé‘@f
sixty miles off. = My Lord; youwmust be
the man that'had the wondenful spy-glass
and. the charming  wishing-carpet,”’ she
repeated, as he entered all glowing with'
his, rapid journey and eager: plirpose:
«“ How could you guess there ‘were peopl’é‘
in, your gallery ?” 151
~#<I bave the kindest guardlan amgsel* 1l
he said;  with | animation  and -emphasis,
smiling at her as he passed on to Alicia:
Alicia guessed not how literally for that
once; Lady Donmngton had eame& th:s
compliment. -
\‘Ehe ordmary greehngs and enqumes
exchanged in no common manner between
them; and one ox B amusmg mmd,emts

fu), ga;ety, the plctures ‘were: apparentlye
studied: by ‘Alicia, and admirably eom-
mented. upon by their enlightened. pos-
sessor. :-Liady Donnington, who affected

l""": FIOEe
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a taste forall the fine arts; yet refused to
use any of their technical terms; was not
umamusing by ‘her: absurd: or fantastic
epithets‘applied to what she called dowdy
Madonmas, .and [poor-persony saints. Her
vivacious: indifference threw so much of
the!playful into their desultory convers-
ation, " that:-Alicia = gradually recovered
fiom her first perturbation of spirits; yet
she:still kept. so close to her chaperon,

that)it; was impossible for Lord St. Law-
rence to question the cause of that tre:
milous: expression, which seemed ‘fluc-
tuating between ' more ' kindness, 'more
coldness;' and greater distress, than he
hadever before 'seen'in  the countenancé
he' had of late watched so carefully. —
His «guardian angel,” however, soon
gave: hlm an @ppm tumty of fathmmng its
cause.

Jlnnat”hé last la,rge Toom of thet suite,
Lady ‘Donnington ‘suddenly 'proclaimed
 excessive weariness, exclaiming, that she
«omust sit'down, and she'must eat!”" ' Re-
freshments had been *standmg* upon’ atable
ino/the “apartment 'they ' had “last ‘gone
throughs so turning on her steps, she
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was thastening back, when: Ali»:‘:ia more
eagerly hastened to followsherivn-viiznna
«Lord St. Lawrence ventured:to snatch
her hand and draw her towards a boudoir,
the door of' which stood open. ¢ Only
one moment more, Miss Barry! —T have.
one picture yet to show: — my best pie!
ture. — Pray do me the honour of look-
ing at it :—but one instant.”’ ‘Alicia’s
inward agitdtion rendering her powerless;
. she'was the next moment in the boudoir,
and in front of the celebrated Marcella,
which she herself had represented. '
A moment  afterwards, Lord St. Law-
rence had avowed the ardent wish of his
heart; expressing it with an earnestness
and dehcacy that left no doubt of his sin-
cerity.' ~She had answered too, ere she
knew what she answered or even wished
to have said; but her dominant thought
being to undeceive Lord St. Lawrenceds
to circumstances, her first words were an
avowal of being portionless, and of regret
that' she ‘had dearned this too late fora
proper regulation of her -appearance «in
society.— Falteringly uttering this, and
beseeching Lord St. Lawrence to cease,
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she: endeavoured: to " eSca.pe ﬁ*am shis
equally-agitated hold. - anioglionms
AdoBut Lord St. Lawrence was. mt an ba-
bitiial doubter of his own winning: qua-
lities ;' and hearing nothing of indifference

.bowards.. himself -personally, continued

bending' over-her as she sank on a seat

filom great emotion, pressing his suitin

defiance of her pathetic entreaties to the

contraryy and her confused appeals to hig

sense of propriety, for detammghm fr@m ;
Lady Donnington.

¢ Lady Dennington will not Judge ‘me
very hardly;” he said, with whispering
tenderness. — ¢ Dearest Miss Barry, only
say; that if you had a fortune; you would
not be thus cold to me; —only allow me
to hope that I.may have the added joy of
giving every thing with my heart into this
dear: hand. — May I—dare I. mterpret
that . Jovely cheek?” .

12 The cheelg, whose whlte and: ‘red
.c}wlrges he mow gazed on, the beauteous
bending: form, which keptshrinking from
his ‘touch, were, indeed, so lovely, and
Lord - St.  Lawrence’s: susceptibility of
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beauty so intense, that he did meot, ‘in'
faet, deserve all the praise for generous;
disinterestedness which  a surprised heart!
lavished  upon him. Alicia heard him '
own that he had early informed himself:
- of every particular concerning her isamﬂy,t '
— that, from the mere circumstanee of
her having an expensive brother, he knew:!
she could not have a fortune; and that;
_ for himself, a wife unaccustomed to the:
habits of ‘an heiress had always--been his::
object of desire. o3
She was deeply  penetrated by sucb-:
 bounteous attachment — she was sensible
also 'to the laudable wish of gratifying her:
parents; and though unagitated by such:
feelings as overwhelm a woman when the
affection she has wished for: is finally
avowed, she could mot be indifferent to
the iprospects :an union with a nobleman
held out. . Power pleases all who'are not:
intimately acquainted with: their own fee’+
bleness under temptation, for power is the
instrument ‘of self-indulgence. The ami-»
able love it for the sake of exercising their:
constitutional benevolénce as much as the-
12
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bad do for very different purposes. - Isit

onderful, then, that with such’pm@peéw*
before ‘her, with: feelings reli from
bitter ‘mortification, and not aware:: that;-
aﬁyhsentlment lurked in her bosmfi‘ whlcii r

a ole'nn duty—-ts i wonderfu]
that  thus. fluttered, excited, overcome
with ahtude, and awakened to admira:
tion, she had not voice, nor, perhaps,: ins
clination to say no, when he asked her
permission to write to Colonel Barry?

‘Lord ‘St. Lawrence re-urged  his 'suit
because she was: silent, and still striving -
to get away:-— determinately-downcast
eyes, ‘a brighter tide of blushes, and a
hand no longer resisting the impassiolneii‘: i
pressure/of his, were all-sufficient. .

Every imaginable demonstratmnﬂf Tap-.
tureiand thankfulness followed; ‘andwheén;
at :Alicia’s ‘breathless entreaty, heiconx:
sented tolead her to Lady Donnington, .
and: presented her as his future wife; her:
agitation flowed out in tears. . He sighed;:
—and sighed sostartlingly, that Lady
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Donnmgton stared :she: could not com-
prehend his countenance ; —mnor would
e have had it comprehended at that mg-
ament- for his whole fortune. Alicia’
:mindgrhowever, was for once wholly ab-
sorbed in self. He sty

o Lady! Donnmoton, who, to.do
tnce, had never been formally' put into
Lord St. Lawrence’s. confidence runtil
this visit to his pictures was projected,
now expressed herself ¢ delighted thatiit
was all settled,” exactly in the tone she
would - have used at hearing of a/new
pleasure party ; and having no ceremony
inl her questions, soon obtained the wel-
come information of Colonel Barry being
by: this time. probably in France vmth h;,s f‘
family; :
&6 Lord St Lawrences engarrements at .

«CTOSs the Chan.nel ,h.e therefore s;gmﬁed
his-intention: of writing to ‘the father of |
his fair ‘betrothed that very instant. . To
-accommodate him, Lady Donnmgton in-
stantly found out that it would be a great
breach’ of decorum: to let Alicia stay-a












70 COMING OUT.

have gone on discussing other: subjeets!
to prevent her; as she said, from thinking:
too seriously of the awful words, *lam:
going o be married!”” had not: Alicial
“honestly avowed that, for ‘the! present;
she icould think of nothing else; except
Lord St. Lawrence’s generous affection,
and her own apprehension lest she should:
not make him such a wife as he deserved.
In truth, every thing she:had ever
heard ‘to his honour was full iniher
memory ; every thing to his prejudice
forgotten, or remembered as having been!
disproved. The warmth, the delicacy,
*the frank character of his foregone atten-
tions, the very happiness she saw shel
had bestowed, were so many causes of
delightful ‘emotion ; and so sweet was
the feeling, that she could not miss the'
ecstasy which an - exclusive = sentiment
would have' caused. ~Lady Donnington;
though in wondrous good humour, was'
not in the least qualified to sympa-
thise ‘with an unsophisticated heart,”
equally 'alive ‘to the claims of dutyy’

the apprehensions of conscious sensi<’
L
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.volunt\amly called up: she turned from
“with a pang which she believed
due tahls strange unkindness: —strange,
because, take it as she would, his absolute
oblivion of old friends was unwo1thy of
him, being a sort of desertion -of a prin-
ciple. Was then firail human nature, at
its best, unveiled to her in his person?
As she asked herself the question, sad-
ness clouded her heart’s glow ; for she
had known Jocelyn from. his boyhood,
yet he had proved less than she thought
him : “how could she build, therefore,
upon the man whom she had known only
five months ? ‘

“Such ruminations, though never wholly
banished, were often broken in upon by
repeated challenges for attention from
different gentlemen riding up to the
carriage, ana talking in at the windows.
Their questions and badmage, and Lady
Donnington’s excessive spirits, made it
impossible for Alicia to pursue a regular
train of thought: she was obliged" to
_yield herself up to a multitude of no-

things, and to the gladdening influence
VOL. II. ¢ E
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of -a sunny day; and having: traversed:,
Hyde Park:in the usual procession .of
equipages and equestrians; enﬁe«;gd,»Ke,n-ij
sington Gardens with a feeling of relief.
There, the cool grass, the tall trpmm
bling trees in their first spring green, and
the; different groups dispersed -under .
their shades, or lounging upon the wal],j
were refreshing. objects after the heat:,
and dust and noise of the park. The mere,
sweetness of the air itself had somethingy
soothing in it. While Alicia entered they
gate, her throbbing pulses beat, less,tu-
multuously, and her eyes, once more. able
to look up without directly meeting Lady i
Donnington’s,: gladually recovered. their
youthful | expression of timid . pleasure.(.
As: they proceeded up. the walk, Lady .
Donnington’ - commanding figure  and,
well:known air 'were speedily recagmzed
even by such of her usual followers as;
were saantering at a distance by the side,
of other ladies; 'Miss Barry’s celebrated |
omplexio‘n of light and reses was equally |
conspicuous. from afar; and no.sooner;
were both ladies dlscerned (lacqueyed asy
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they ‘were by several dismounted ' cava-
liers, ‘who “had hurtied in after’ them;)
tﬁé?ﬁ-{EW@I"{)lf{-"iith.e’t-:s_galiahﬁ “idlersiale
ready'in'@he' gardens came’ thronging:
rotind ‘them with the hum of bees.

t ’Il’heﬁé’i‘%rﬁr S00n began to be as ' tire-
some or as ‘éntertaining as usual; and!
the “party tapidly swelling by the ad-
dition of ‘several young and ' pretty wo-
men, 'a’ 'very fair  proportion of quiet
flitting” was ‘going forward, when' Lord-
St/ Lawienee joined it. 1 neiis

“Finding the small doorway thronged -
up; 4’ he threw himself off his horse, his
Lordship' literally jumped the wall, and
hdstened forward. A ‘military band were
already playing as 'he gained those he
sotght. His only rival of equal rank was’
persuasively entreating' Miss Barry to do
him’the honour of letting him make way
for' hér into the circle round the: musi-
cians, after Lord Lewis Rivers-and Lady
Donnington,” when Lord St. Lawrence
breathlessly interposed, exclaiming in 2
voice but half suppressed, ¢ My arm—

E 2
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Alicia’s atm was instantly through his,
wlnle a'sweet’ and lovely con‘ﬁmmn‘xspweaﬂ '
over her whole countenance: Her'eyes
timidly thanked, yet' tlmtldly ‘réf)“rbdc%ed_
hmi for thls pubhc selzure of' a i‘!ghf 50

face aWay, and as she“?'"‘*f f hie'“long
white feathers ofia hat then' fashmnable,
mixing on the spring air with the ringlets
of 'her hair, acsually swept'the
a'‘young man fixed in looking ¢
Her ‘own  sight was obscured” by 'th
ruffling of her feathers, so ‘that ‘she ‘did
not see who it was, that, in ‘passing ‘ae-
cidentally  actoss - Kensington ' Gardens,
and ‘getting involved in the crowd, ‘now
beheldher, after a'year and half’s abserice,
in a'blaze of bughtness and beauty, sur-
1ounded by gazmo" throngs, and takmg

‘happm' .01 79
ik Pd Tyous hear ﬂzat, Lady Donmng-
ton:??‘asked LadyChatles Everlélgh
“who had caUght the words ¢ my Alicia.”

L« Don’t tell me it is all settled
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. The;.question. was put. in a tone of
mﬂﬂmefrﬂs& if an answer in the affirmative
would . be followed on the instant by the
annihilation of the respondent, - sy
o $6:Al settled,” was, however, the pro-
vokingly calm reply, as the lady speaker
pressed on through the bystanders.

-1 JocelynHastings, for it was he whose
W,_hﬂd caught each of these laconic
speeches, was. now beygnd the reach of
hearing more, soon almost beyond sight
of  the: whole party. Yet he stopped at
the gate with a relaxing heart, and looked
back. :He could then but just see Alicia’s
white plumes blowing out on the light
breeze, as she and Lord St. Lawrence,
having. withdrawn from the circle round
the musicians, turned in an opposite di-
rection down one of the shaded walks.

He looked after her many minutes,
forgettmg where 'he was, or that any
persons were near him. " The continued
buzz of those who kept going out and
coming in, at length roused him; or
rather the frequent repetitions of Alicia’s
name, coupled with that of Lord St.

E 8
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. Lawrence;: recalled:him:to selfirecdllec-
stion;| and starting asohe folind himself
- stared at by every passer-by;ibe pressed
sthrough the crowd ‘out! of ithe gate; and
thastily getting from: the ‘ordinaryspath,
-proceeded to cross the parksin a direction
little dikely to give his sadiand tamult-
nous thoughts any interrupfion. 5o eid
i He continued for some: time :to-walk
‘hurryingly and breathlessly;==still:under
‘the'grasp-of sudden agony,—stilliqués-
“tioning whether' he were not walking:dn
ahorrid dream, hoping every moment:to
hawake; 'and find again the precious anti-
eipations  which his' present: vision: lad
caused: to disappear : = still ‘haunted: by
“that«brighter: vision of beauty: and:| sen-
ssibilify-which he had just beheldiwAlicia,
and which for the time had: disordered
every sense, and-quickened every pulse.
! JocelynHastings ' was: of :an hardent
itempeérathent - originally wprinciple rand
_practice 'had-long: disciplined:: it 5= hut
in‘a, moment like: this, nature: resumed
‘her power,-and:his wholebeing:was.one
tumult of warring passionsand principles.
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0| Lord /St Liawrence’s: voice repeating
Hinrgheé fhrilling tone of happy tenderness,
beesMy Aliciat? seemed stinging hisear :
Iihe tried to ! fly from the irritating sense
finiyains o This whexpected rencontre-had
rierushed » every fond ~imaginationcon-
_mected bwith ther whose 'secret!/ reniem-

brance had lain:like balm upon this heart,
“isovlong asithe believed her remainibg in
«the: rétiremenit: where they had:parted.
-Itis true,-when he left CastleBarry,« he
chad gone; assured that her parents’ views
dvere high for her; his own fortune-lost,
znd his prospects limited to a better kind
" of curacy; or small living; at'the-best:—
‘but since then, happier: viewshad:burst
_on him; and:as they were realised; wishes
and ‘hopes hitherto forbidden (had ionce
t osecbeen indulged, o2 19t doidw b :
52A:debt - from: a mercantile: concern
‘abtoad, “which-had .:i;e'mr;bﬁquqﬁsbheﬂ to
'him by his deceased uncle, 1and:which at
‘the-timé no-onel expected! could ‘be paid,
'was almost miraculously recovered, -put-
“ting ‘him into quiet possession-of -tyvelve
thousand: pounds. In" addition: to i this
E 4 .
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piece of good fortune, a handsome: living
was promised to him by the father of the
young man with whom he hadjust’ ve-
turned from Madeira, upon the sole con-
dition that he would allow its” duties'to
be performed by the curate, who had-long
administered them, should the' death of
the: present-incumbent: happen while he
was accompanying his recovered charge
in a tour upon the Continent for the
perfect settlement of his health. " With
these advantages in possession, and the
assurance of his young companion’s' gra-
titude and friendship for life (sentiments
which family fortune and influence ren-
dered important in a worldly sense), it
had been Joeelyn’s purpose to have made
another brief visit to Castle Barry, there
to state:his. new circumstances to Alicia
herself, as well as to her parents, if' they
would: hearken to him; and if, as he
sometimes faneied, there “did ‘exist for
him~some slight preference in her un-
conscious ‘heart; if, as he confidently
believed, .she did indeed abhor the idea
of being shown about to attract a greater



number of competitors for her favoury if
~she didsin: truth love domestic ‘happintess
-Wdtﬂmbbastful‘usefulnes& then she miglit
not deny: him permission to'cherish’ ‘the
thought while -abroad, that if her affec-
tions should still be free ‘on his: retum, .
‘hemight-endeavour to win her for' him
self. - Were she to remain single so long,
‘he flattered - himself ‘that her parents’
yiews 'might become less extravagantj
they might grow sensible that: she ‘was
not tobe trafficked away; and if a tender
sentiment for him had kept her f'r’ee,
b@t happmess might-he not hope for!:
-~ Butsuch hope was: over: Alicia Was'
anoth.er man’s Alicia. Zealous: friend-
shlp, Y pos1t1ve station, powers of useful-
ness, and the fervent wish of doing his
bounden duty as a Christian ‘'minister,
remained to Jocelyn Hastings; but all
the . blessings and. dea remembrances
which had hung. like sosmany garlands
rgu,nd these solid- buitl,esses of life; were
tmgped off, leaving ' them. forawhile
bare, dark, and mﬂ@vely in hiseyes.
. Let not-the- scoffer. ask, where. is- the:
E O




82 COMING ‘0UT:

Christian’s strength; 'when-even: ihétmq
not always ‘stand theshock-of everthrows
like «'this? oIt maybe mwahﬁ,ﬁrﬂm
strength: is 'support granted! té natural
weakness' at the first earnest fehﬂ.m The
. Christian boasts not to be the stoiciy heis
graciously allowed to WEeplwhemm&%n,
thm]gh* hie ‘may not resist ‘correction.|

' The throes of Jocelyn’s heart were as-
suredly at first' for his own:disappoint-
ment :* more‘abiding’ ones (because they
were for ‘Alicia) arose afterwards. — His
brief' view of her so lately had openeda
volume of information :—her developed
beauty, herexquisitely-tasteful dress, tthe
obvious fashion of the party with, and the
numbers ‘following her, were so ‘many
proofs that she” was what his late return
to England: prevented hun from heam:lg,
theidel of the day. - ks Vs

Her countenance, indeed, was! Stﬂ} an-

gel-like 5 ‘and: amodest glow had covered
evew her fair brow ‘on her happy lover’s
audible address.— But'does not every wo-
man blush at such addresses ? and was so
slight a signof grace to be received as a
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proof that her:character was unaltered ?
—=Perhaps shewas alteréd : or her bright.
principles were beginning to tarnish 3 or
the:giddy height to which she would be
elévated by amarriage with a peer, might
eventually turn so youthful a head! .
+:Hastings knew little of the gay world
by his own experience ; but he had heard
much-of its worst parts from the unhappy
young: man whom: his blessed ministry
had: called < from death unto life” (the
lifé -of a new heart, and a new career),
and rhe trembled for Alicia’s innocence
orfor- her  peace.— Her  own -beauty
might be a snare for her innocence — or
her ! husband’s previous habits the perpe-
tual canker-worm of their domestic hap-
piness.- At thisthought; self was quelled;
and: anxiety to ascertain the, character
of the man with whom she was likely to
pass her life, and by whese opinions it
was possible she might be biassed to good
or-ill; usurped its place.  He revolyed
how he should endeavour to leatn the
reputation of Lord St. Lawrence with the
best prospect of success; and-quickening
E 6
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his steps, after; long: relaxation,
first. Japldlty, humed into the
Qf bommm . vt ik

of their

he had but Just entered amongs‘ pits
ple and pleasures. Sinee that pem@&.,h@
had lived principally in a foreign country,
devoted to the youth whose dlssapamd
career; had been short' though' ruinous;
and from whom, therefore, he was not
likely to learn any thing (at least, he
hoped not) of Lord St. Lawrence; and
now he had only a brief fortnight in:-which
he: might enquire about him, either in
the metropolis or at-the retired country
vesidence of Sir Francis:West, his. young
eleve § faltherat aaiisy

',-During that fmtmght his careful col:
leetlon and collation of various accounts;
hmught home to him the sad yet satisfy-
ing  conviction, that Lmd St. Lawrence
was:not unworthy of Alicia Barry :~—that
he. was. all such a heart as his:‘desired to
find in the earthly guardian of her hap-
piness, he might not:venture to decide—
but he had no right to sift farther.
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rence had spent the principal part-of the
years . between  eighteen and: (six:and-
twenty in-the most lmenﬂpus(capmls,emﬁ' |
most: seductive. society abroad, he. mi
be jpardoned  for doubting . wh@eﬁeﬁr
could have returned from them,,m;gm,t@d,
but it was said that the young heir, though
an.only, son, had shown himself .a most -
affectionate one to a repulsive fathqraganﬁ _
that testimony reassured him. . 1+ .00
The Wiltshire gentleman teS.‘aﬁeds-;th%t
his - Lordship; was: liberal to. his tenants,
and forward in every scheme for benefit-
ing the labouring classes and relieving
the. poor, as his conduct in the Upper
House went to prove: that he was no
gambler either on the turf or the card-
table 5 scarcely merited the name of a
sportsman, being avowedly indifferent to
the preservation of his game, therefore
anxious-to keep in peace with his neigh-
bours 3 jand. :se -correct in  his noticeof
rustic beauties, that fathers and brothers
saw. him enter their houses without ap-
prehensmn of future shame or sorrow. -
It is true, the young Earl had not
21
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every. sort.of

is_the best foundation for .
attachment. i : i

_Such was the sum total of testimonies;.
w1th which the enquirer forced. himself
to be contented in the fear th'mt, we \
not so, envious unwillingness to. «
val justice might be cloking: itsel
seemmg anxiety for Ahcms be,st,e
piness.  There was, indeed, so much of
positive good in what was said of . Lord‘
St. Lawrence, that Hastings would have
been wanting in. the ﬁrst of Christian,
graces,—that ¢ chauty which hopeth, all
things, believeth all things,” —had  he,
scrupled to believe that certain unfixed
tales which his banker mentioned as hay-
ing been once afloat while the Earl was
still on. the Continent, were scandalg bu1lt
upon hls enthusmsmc taste for music. ...

These reports accused Lord St. La,,-_
rence of a culpab]e attachment either to
a, celebrated singer in. ‘Genoa, or to the
lady at, ‘whose house he used to hea1 her.
sing. They had, however, died away;
and no,i;hl,nw in. England havmg arisen to
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“thevhigh " ground of her futare cdtrse;
“shemight ‘even find 'it ‘one> whollyof
Ithorns, treadmg ‘it withe brhiﬁ%d,bway
‘bleeding feet ; or she'might g thraagh
life over roses; yet angébled; walk Stea-
'dlly to the end. ane diiw et
" Why was his trembhng tenderness 'to
'!liamt the power of Omnipotence? Younger
‘than she, falrer, feebler perhaps than'she,
had come out of the world’s: fiery :fur-
‘nace unscorched. Although Jocelyn had
ascertained under whose roof Alicia was
in' London, he resisted the temptationiof
seeking to see her once more : . every
fresh transport of love and despairiwas
‘a fresh enemy. to conquer; and either
- 'looking on her again, or witnessing the
-plenitude of Lord St. Lawrence’s happi-
mess, would be a trial of strength which
‘he/'had mo warrant for believing might
-challenge forgiveness. He bounded self-
indulgence to the poor gratification of
once' passing 'the house that “contained
her, at'that hour, between late and early
of the night, when the streets are stxllest,
and most eyes are closed. - et




. w=Lherey: by the holy. mabghbmbmh
‘;avqﬂaﬂipom@uﬂh I streets - is lovely,he
stood and: put up a prayer.for her that
:ﬁ_{ﬁpﬁ;i&‘lbhﬂsw He thought of days past;
_and when ﬁwd remembrance had satisfied
itself with one dear image, it turmned;to
-others assoeiated with that image. - Think-
<ingof Flora, for whom he had ever felt
.a'fraternal regard, and wondering what
was the general situation of the- family,
'he withdrew from the dangerous  ground
on which he stood, -determining - to-ask
Jamzl vlmow more of them all, ere hequitm'd
m 2 3 [RS8
##The: ms‘ult of tl:us determmatlan almost
ammedhately acted upon, openeda ‘new
series of thoughts and actions: Ha'had
goue! for information ‘to-a man of bust
qiess- employed by Colonel Barry, . wsth
whom his own Jawyer had some a¢quaint-
:ance. ' He learnt there the present! resi-
‘dence of ‘the Barrys abroad, and of the
‘prize they had drawn in their: daughter’s
expected - elevation to the rank:of a
countess. . He was further told, that if
he chose to get -capital: interest for' his
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a few months upbn  the Continent. 227
Now, they must all go over to Iréland, o
come'to E “.land and take ’é’hoﬁs‘{é” ‘*(‘T" »

b
to bemarried)—and all that reqmreé’ ﬂ’is-”{
posable funds.  The next Teturhis of his’
estates ‘may give the' Colonel a g‘ﬁeaf #

surplus, ‘but by that tlme‘ it ‘may be too’ it
8 £ 3 :}

The latter, 1magmmo h1m p
upon the pros and cons for lendmg” .
- and 1mplor1n0° hlm to ”Be ﬁpon

“agent did: ' He i Just’
1eaci‘!e Flance, Just got and accepted""'
5t.  Lawrence’s proposal for his'
“and “full of selfimportance,

daughter
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gasqogl@doﬂ a-good deal about the tran-

mature of his, pecuniary difficulty, -
pressmg with gre@ﬁ earnestJ
nessh.for iy mv six thousand peunds to__%

Pel't}’ i 21 : 1 W - parents .
who never take their children’s mclma-_‘.,‘1
tions mto consuiexatmn while a marriage
is in mere pursuit, now that a brilliant
one was mearly certain, Colonel Barry

“wrote . with . much sentimental jargon .
out the « mutual attachment of the
contracted lovers ,—deprecatmg so great;
a mxsfortune as the sepalatlon of such
jal souls., .
—— smiled somewhat sceptlcally‘

as heread over Hastings’s shoulder the .
lesson he had conned before ; Whl]e the, \
latter, remembering, the fine person,. pre-:
possessing manner, and, above the;'_;;
reported . accomphshments of hls“ ppy
rival, sighed from sad. con
mind was now fully. made up to lend (thef\;_
money”_‘ but it reqmred a few m s
. const eratlon, before he could manage t v‘tO; ;
say. so wu:h sufﬁcxent coolness, and to lay,yi;
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down rules:about the mod -oi:ngségg v
Whlch while. they suited hi yearn-
ing to serve Alicia through h,eae famqgl%
might lay him open to the imper-
tinent conJectures of his presem: m
panion. g SO0
. Having stated that. he was: gmnga«ﬁ:@m ,
England in a few days, but would leave
the six thousand pounds in the hands of
his banker, who was already in possession
of his power of attorney, and would
thereforgmake the proper consignments
in his stead, he requested that his name
might {rom delicacy be kept as long
concealed from Colonel Barry as possible;
if possible, not mentioned at all; and
that  henceforth every thing connected.
with, ;the business might be addressed
solely to the gentleman: through- Whose
hands the MGREY W toipasse: o seEes
+.Mr. ——’s acknowledgments were: ,aaf
plefuse .as: though. the sum were ad:
" vancing for himself: -Indeed, as he was
creditor for a third of it; such gratitude
was not beyond bounds, especially as:the:
low. interest. 'to. swhich. the impracused
20 ;
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lender  insisted upon binding himself,
rendered its payment possible, and at
twice that amount it must hav el
hopeless. © 1

From Colonel Barry’s fnend Hastmgs
went to his own, and there made the
necessary dispositions. The gentleman
to whom he had previously confided a
power of attorney during his absence
from England, firmly refused to take
any share in the business unless per-
mitted to act according to settled rules.
Heinsisted upon demanding due security
for the payment of the interest and for
the repayment of the original loan at a
definiteperiod. Hastings’s solecare being
to have Colonel Barry accommodated,
and little suspecting that a time would
come when some security might be a
cause of satisfaction, empowered his
agent to act for him in any way most
favourable to the Colonel, without actual
wastefulness on his part of the fortune
which Providence had not given him to
misapply.

If any, or all, of his twelve thousand

VOL. 1L F
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pounds’ could have smoothed the path of
Alicia, would not generous love have
freely given it? - He could not'bear the
thought of any impediment continuing to
exist to the marriage upon which, it was
said, her happiness depended. One did
exist, and he ‘could remove it ; not by a
sacrifice, — simply by an act of common
good-nature. His imagination at ‘once
suggested the many petty humiliations
and miseries to which this unforeseen
embarrassment of her father’s must sub-
ject her at a juncture when a'delicate
mind more especially desires to be freed
from every thought of what is connected
with sordid interest. He did not detect
in himself the infirmity of being proud.
for her sake. He abhorred the idea of
her patents recéiving for her use, ere she
were thé wife of Lord St. Lawrencey
the ‘means from his hand of her bridal
adornment ; and to prevent this was
almost on the point of insisting that no:
other ' security = than = Colonel Barry’s
word should be required, lest the latter
might be tempted to borrow or accept
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the 'sum; from his future son. - He: did
“not, however, yield to this better sort of
selfishness ; but, leaving every thing to
his - agent’s . discretion and equity,  left
London for Devonshire, where Sir Fran-
¢is West was preparing to send his son
forth again to establish the health which
Hastings’ scompamonshlp had mam]ycon-
tributed to restore.
21'The 'plan of the young men’ s tour and
the term: of their absence had been pre-
viously settled. Hastings was satisfied
with both. Italy lay before him ;. Magna
Grecia,  the Isles of the Archipelago,
Albania, Egypt, Syria, lay before him,
with a companion snatched like a:brand
out of the fire, and going with an
awakened heart and re-illuminated mind
into scenes of deep and delightful: in~
terest. - To Jocelyn himself 'such a tour
had often been the subject of a vehement,
almost an impassioned, wish ; for what
did it not embrace? What soul-stirring
events was it not associated with in
memory ? How had he longed to tread
certain hallowed spots and to fancy he
F 2
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trod in the footsteps or * heard fhe D M iisd |

e RN I\)ﬂ’li’ \ -5
e sanc 1 :
AR T "C

that 'voice which or
holy 'places! How great was |
ahalsement to find that c one ¢ eﬁxgth )j;/(zl”jeft |
How ‘'stood between his heart apdt ose |
coveted en_]oyments : _darkepihg h 1em
all, and’ poisoning at thelr Well-spﬁng |
both Qrdmary pleasures and antlé:lpatlons :
of a higher character' (% e
He felt, then, b} how many Wliys

passwn may keep possession of the _bre‘?’s}t,
after duty and reason have 1mag1rl (

expelled by their joint exertion, and F
rose again to the task of overthrowmg
such hopeless destructwe aﬂ'ectlon

fahcy feed . upon the memory qf
All’cla .s' sweet ChlldhOOd and loyelier

o 'Qr =
‘of ller timid idolatry “of his 1magined
1Sl‘fpérlorlty, or of her many fine ca ties
‘ot of her ‘sympathy with his bes pu rSuits.
"He was_resolute in refusing so to in-
"fatiiate ‘himself, because he knew there
;was posmve" cummallty in wﬂfu}ly

‘Couraging an attachment to another man’s




ikl R

%eff?%t;}l‘?%ﬂ Pt e sould st o ey
g.?édu “{,
caIm s‘éap?
at ?nce
% ciffm; hs’{ own, with perf'ec; nfi-
; o the keeping of Heaven. i
“"”T ) overcome such unworthy fear. ang
'sticfl wain' regrets, was the object-of
his prayers and his efforts; and if, he

B OPUR JEL S

long of obtammg the strength 1}9
b

=5

m ng as 1t(d1d the h,apé of
tione fnendshlp, nor could, he

.....

rprerpared{'to receive it with gr,_ dg
Let enthusiasts boast as they may, ‘the
‘humble Christian will freely adt ;itt that
‘hIS tas’k 1s one of perpetual watchfulness
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'bfleedmg w1th Bocai passion, 'Hafsﬂngs
felt that his safest course was’ tel “deny
Hindself the gratification of enquiringabout
Alicia from the moment in which he saw
the hecessity for such a proceeding’; ‘he,
therefore, left noone behind him in harg&
0 write him on the subject of he
’famlly, and, content to leave lesst mter-
estinig concerns o theé sole care’ ofhis
ﬁ‘lendly agent, he bade a long farewell
to the 1sland that ‘contained her, with hrs
mind braced up to resign and be stilli
Eurmg ‘the ten days in which these
' ré fransactmg, Lord St. Law-
aly ad- e'x-

Hh’vmg prevxously ‘stated | Bts eﬁ;i‘hest
' ﬂesn’é : “that‘ whatever had ‘been' intenided
: should ‘be ‘added to ' Her
he 'saved ‘the " Coldrfel-
2dlSagreeablef necessuy of ‘an-
m:iskmg one part of' h1s affairs; and S0
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‘his‘daughter to her cotitinied “kindness,
‘equalled that of his flattering wife!” ““1

" But as there is to be no un xé‘ﬂﬁ}r
‘in ‘this"world, even the *tnumﬁhant”#agi, -
‘of Colonel and Mrs. Barry was mértified
by ‘the vexatious necessity they7%
under, of remaining abroad until'the'way
was'smoothed for their return, and means
found of getting back the valuable’ dia-
mends pledged to the Parisian jeweller.”
“'The gentleman in whose hands Jocél‘yﬂ
Hasungs had left the power ‘to act'for
him in all money concerns, was not ‘so
easily  satisfied as his employer would
" have 'been, with the soundness of" the
sectirity offered: the time he conse:
quently took in settling matters to'his
mind, was So tedious, that it obliged
Colonel Barry to have a severe fit of the
gout'to detain him in France just as long
as'th?e negdciation lasted fbr obta'inihg

satisf}nng form er deman dsin part Thése
negociations drew out from wéek to week
through two “successive months ; during
which there was ample time" for settling



& _.cqmplalsantly referred by all
Bar;pes, ha,d not the least obgechom whgn
.once a marriage was certain, to:take: the
terit of haying made it by her no0-ma-
Mgement ;. nor did she. hesxtate about
ordem,ng every arrangement consequent
upon her protegée’s engagement, . Com-
mand helng her element, she went. at
once into a set of details which.. made
Alicia trembhngly sensible that she was
agtyally going to be married, and -that
almost immediately.. Certainly, unless-a
very. young woman has. been often oz
long: agitated by the fear of never,: bg—
coming the wife of the man her heart. is
xyedded to, she may not find. herselfi upon
the  brink. of matrimony: W]ﬂ,]()ut &ignep
mgnta,ry wish. to recoil,. Alicia iwas: not
free:from this. natural shunkmgi she was
taken by surprise; since even. after, her
fg,ther s consent arr,wed, _she :had . ex~
pected to be. allowed ample time for has
B
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‘with © Miss' Barry, ~~ Miss: Barry:cwas
known to: be“eﬂgaged ‘to '+ him, — some
people ‘were disappointed, - some! were
wvexed, others ‘professed to. bé bored 5=
the'ices were not cold - enough;~and:the
illustrious personage who' presided "was
woted ' '« fussy,” —so that every: one
‘maintained, the sole charm ‘of thelast
St Lawrence House party, lay inLady
Donnington.'  All excited by this po-
‘pular’ suffrage into her very best temper,
+this' fashionable idol ' consented to' run
‘down to her place in Berkshire for a’ day
lortwo, merely that she might take -Alicia
to'see Grey Friars in the mnext county,
‘where''an’ old maiden aunt of the late
Lord St. Lawrence’s, appointed with due
*pmmety to meet, receive, and be j pre-
-sented'to’ her future great niece. o
101 I'was/not without emotion: that | Ahm.
smizde this short excursion j first to: Birk-
sham, 'and- then 'to ' look: iat' her - destined
~hotires o A *noble house built 'above ra
“eentury ‘ago,‘upon ‘the site of an ancient
~one, surrounded by extensive parks and
fwoodsy watered by more than one'fine



‘stream; and commanding views/of a cha-
gacter—in harmony with - the place;wpre-
‘sented:almost a palace front asits visitors
approached.’ Alicia had previously passed
over:)many miles of the St.lLawrence
‘estates;; where every village farm-house,
wro cottage, 'was occupied: by -thriving
tenants. ~She saw -testimonials  of her
“lover’s:influence and activity in the great
towns through which Lady Donnington’s
«carriage drove with the: rapidity of: lher
sown impatient mind. ' Signs at inn‘doors,
‘placards posted on town halls and market
-places; announcing county meetings and
_public. associations, were: each! distin-.
-gnished by his: name, — she could;tum
-nowhere without seeing it. w1 17 huod
s Upon entering the house; (whithenits
Jord had accompanied them from:Birk-
+ham) the number of  persons, waiting for
‘Wit in the hall; to ask his favour; os have
Igrievances: redressed, ‘togethen;with: the
sage and respectfulness of -hig' domesties,
jimpressed “her: yet: more; with «the ;sense
iof the young Earl’s importance: and use-
fulness. His kind Dﬁiﬁﬂﬂdﬁsﬂﬂ@ﬁm@ﬂd
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his/ courtesy to-all, did mot escape the
observation of a heart virtuously upon
the watch, for whatever, might  infiise
‘more life into that calm: affection which
‘did not satisfy herself, or sufficiently ho-
nour him. And when she noticed. the
pride and delight with which he regarded
such of the humble crowd whose coun-
tenances  expressed their admiration:of
his choice, her heart flushed as well ‘as
her cheek.

«Deeper blushes were called for, When,
leadmg her into a sitting room; he pre-
sented her to his aunt, Lady Anne Au-
brey, as the ﬁlture pride and _]oy of  his
life. -

Lady Anne was an old maid: of the
last century, —stiff; staid, and stately.
‘Her manners belonged to the vielle cour,
-manners which, however meodern youth
‘may despise or detest them, never fail to
dmpress those upon whom they are exer-
cised, with feelings of respect. ‘We shall
.not 'wonder at this, when we remember
that such manners are founded upon the
priuciple of controlling self in our social
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mtemglmae, domestic or pubhc; ‘and- of
paying homage to that wise distinction
of ranks and privileges, which the expe-
- rience of\ages has proved to be the great
bond 'of ‘society.  Such manners may
be caricatured by folly, or rendered hate-
ful by masking purposed deceit ; but
when directed by good sense and good
feeling, they well deserve their distinet-
ive appellation of the best breeding. = -

Perhaps there could not have been
brought together two more perfect spe-
cimens of the old and the new school,
than Lady Donnington and Lady Anne
Aubrey ; nor, indeed, two greater con-
trasts in personal appearance. The one,
rapid and regardless in all: her ‘move-
-ments, doing every thing she chose, and
how she chose ; thinking of nothing in
short beyond her own gratification. The
other, slow and studied, and obligingly
observant, never doing the veriest trifle
she desired to do, until she had ascer-
- tained that it would be agreeahle to he1
; eompany b

It cannot be demed that Lady Don
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nington’s way was by far the pleasar
self, and that even -an. Esquin
would have concurred with a dand Sm‘f
upholdlng its fashion. But we may}iq
allowed to doubt whether the
~ and Raleighs of our most gallant B
the lovers of any time, Would ‘haVe:,
deemed it a safe road to fayour: the, o
fore, after all, whether unbiassed judg.
ments. would not have given the pres
ference to Lady Anne’s scrupulousj
courtesy Perhaps the golden mean is.
is yet to be found between 1epubhcan.
independence and :slavish submlssxon, in
the usages of social intercourse. - - :

. dn, a large banqueting-hall Ahc;a :
once more found. fine paintings to enjoy.,
"They.were: principally portraits, yet, as
the . representatmns of Lord St. Law-
rence’s. ancestors (many of whom were
d@stmguxshed in history,) they were quy
as. jinteresting: to: her as his. gallery an
London. ... -

Lady Anne Aubrey S acqulrements ;
fitted. her for. showing., such - pictures,
-wheni before the higher, works. of art she.

21
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in London ; in all of these shie had found
not only a tiring sameness, but an un-
mellowed newness, which made her think
of the cost and the tradesmen. Fre-
quently the fortunate speculator’s house
was finer than that of the peer. 'Here
all she saw of embellishment within, ‘and
all without, were memotials- of family
antiquity, and registers of family honours
and family taste. Probably each indivi-
dual of the race had added something to
this stock.  As a mere matter of taste
she would have preferred the variety.
thus produced: in so large a mansion, to
the uniformity of a residence planned
and finished by one person; and, looking
‘upon every preserved decoration as:. 2
tribute by each successor to preceding
memories, she valued them upon the score
of sentiment. fiie aid
- Immediately after one of Lady Don-
nington’s  voluble  recommendations, of
her  favourite furnishing artist, Lady
Anne Aubrey gravely enquired whether
Miss Barry held the same opinion-upon
the subject in question. ¢ Far, far, from
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127 was Alicia’s low ‘blushing reply
«T like so much better what is inherited;
than' what is bought.” Besroliam
' Had she studied how to win the esteem
of the female dignitary by her side she
could not have succeeded more perfectly.
Lady Anne smiled in every feature ‘of
her still - sad-brown face, while saying
«I am glad we agree,” gave place to
her nephew, who' now came forward,
to realise what Alicia said were her ‘ex~
pectations, < that he could tell her some
interesting history of each old: hanging,’
usty cuirass, and Indian screen.”
| “Lord St. Lawrence’s favourite room,
which terminated the lower suite, saved
Lady Donnington from yawning herself
entirely out of Lady ‘Anne Aubrey’s
consideration ; the exquisite carvingof a
“high old-fashioned chimney-piece,: with
one of Vandyke’s portraits in the centre,
‘excited ' even her ‘admiration. « 'Alicia
ook an instant affection for this secluded
room, simply because it was not unlike
#he ‘chapelroom ‘at Castle Barry, \where

Her lover whispered, he might mow 53y
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his heart first zeceived its: abiding ims
B’E ssion of her characters .1 jsrmilziid
l,le ‘windows of this apartment looked
Jhpon. a wild-looking . ﬂ@wsgsganq]!gg,
¢9leig the . steep slopes. of & deep
ollow, once filled by water, and. which;
tow shaded by the trees that had formerly
gverhung (it when a pond, presented
massess of verdure. round its margin, of
the liveliest eharacter. - A. May sun was
checquering the bright green grass under
these trees , with . alternate lights. and
shadows” from many a wawng bough,
ﬁlled by tuhps and other gay aprmg—
ﬂo,wer;g, exposed and shining in the warm
§par)£lmg air. .. Bees and butterflies were
on the wing over the sunny beds ;. but
unden. the . willows  sweet ., stillness| and
ngyﬁs(;ng ng]pess_seemecl to. rest, .and
inyite o resty; i 26
ﬁi-._.“ What, a.nplehghtful summ,er rooml
e;gcl:umgd( (Alicia, directing the obsery:
ation fo Lady, Anue Aubrey: oo nidmio
s And what !, a' winter-room, too L
gaculatad Lady. . Donnington ; do
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Took ‘¢ Tiord” St Tasvrence’s’ 1o bstal
blishment close to'the' ﬁre"-p]‘ace‘ a’lfoaﬂ ,
stand ™ 'a° i‘eaﬂmg -stand ! ‘those” spﬂ}h -
Qbsi' ‘that great chair! that evéryfh f@'
of ‘é) table? and that enormous ‘screen!
H*éWﬂs’hﬁeiy every Enghshman es‘tablfslie‘s
himself by a fire I’
U9Teord’ St. Lawrence pleaded guﬂty fd
the ‘national notion of comfort and a ﬁre,
leaving’ pleasure and’ pubhc malls ‘to
gayer Frenchmen.
Lady' Donnmgton remarked that he'ap
peared so perfectly well acquainted with
the way to make hunself' comfortdble

Ahma did not hear this - mlschievous
pleasantry nor see the' amiable glance
which “half petitioned and’ half" refnﬁted
its “speaker.” This comfortable “
as it was called, with the* high 't

fashioned screen of gold’ leather which
fenced it'in, had some features’ of re-
semblance to''the fire-side ‘at “Mount
Pleasant, where she had spent so many
happy Wmter—evemngs ‘tears started into
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her eyes as she contemplated: it, and un-
willing to have them seen, she turned
away tola window.o M B ® Yo dodige
. Lord  St.. Lawrence' followed. . -Her
taken hand felt the tender questioning of
his ; she smiled round upon him, with a
frank confession of what had caused her
emotion. It was of her friends in Brazil
that she spoke, and as there was nothing
to' excite jealousy in this pensive re-
membrance of a grey-headed man of
letters and of his daughter, it was re-
ceived with unfeigned sympathy.  Not
that Alicia had never spoken of another
friend, now separated, yet then associated
with them; in her anecdotes of former
years, she had  incidentally ‘mentioned
.~ her early protecting playmate, and sub-
sequent grave monitor, Jocelyn Hastings;
but always calling him Mr. Hastings,
referring principally to his religious in:
structions, and distinctly showing that he
kept up'no acquaintance with her family;
she-.impressed_.Lord. St. Lawrence (unin-
tentionally) with the notion that this
serious personage was in appearance,

Ty
L
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niannery and mind, very like one of the
Secotch covenanters, as described by the
author of « Old Mortality,” therefore
petfectly incapable either of inspiring
ove, ‘or feeling it in himself. gl

© From the house the party walked into
the gardens, and home park, Lady Anne
Aubrey accompanying them 'in a park-
chair, being, from her age, unequal to
fatigue. ' Lady Donnington soon de-
serted, and put herself under the care of
the land-steward that she might be shown
the more profitable parts of ithe Grey
Friars estate; whilst Lord St. Lawrence
and Alicia continued walking leisurely
by the side of Lady Anné’s little carriage,
talking of the beautiful sun-set, the sweet
evening air, and the majestic trees of the
park with feelin gs of enjoyment.

__The rooks returning to their nests in a
arove of tall elms, under which the saun-
terers were passing, called forth another
expression of pleasure from Alicia., Lady
Anne Aubrey was gratified by this second
agreement in taste with her future rela-
tive, and signifying her approbation,
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added — ““a rookery appears to me:in.
dispensable to a gentleman’s place in the
country ; -they are anotherwitness of an-
tiquity.””  Lord St. Lawrence, with:a
smile, owned that he certainly respected
rooks when thus considered, and had sufs
fered them to remain from sheer dislike
of destruction, but until this moment had
not  particularly relished their hoarse
sounds. ST VR S it

The tender compliment implied in the:
last words was enforced by the cheerful
submission of his eyes, and Alicia went
on, leaning upon his arm, thinking how:
amiable he was, and how unworthily in=:
animate herself. -~ His affectionate assi=
duity about his aunt, the care he took:
that she should mever feel neglected:
while he was showing every thing to
another, and the good-natured way in:
which he spoke to different children whom:
they encountered picking up sticks, or”
gathering wild flowers in the remoter
walks, made her sensible that his natural
dispositions were kind and generous.—
What a favoured destiny then was hers! and

.-.____‘__Q_;’
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“uAfter she and Lady Donnington re-
tarned home; which they did by moon-
light, she confessed great bodily weari-
ness, and retiring to her own room, felt
that she might then give way to sup-
oressed emotions. Her head was dizzy
with:all she had been seeing and thinking'
of; her feelings over-excited, her strength
over-wrought :” she sat down, ‘and sh:ed
mpmfuaely
- +Never had she been more 1mpresset¥
with a sense of the disparity between her
condition and that of Lord St. Lawrence; -
orwith that of his-disinterested, honouring"
attachment ; — never had she felt more
entirely her power over him, and his
anxious solicitude to mould himself into
the form she liked best, and that from the-
only motive she - could approve— the-
wish to please a higher than any earthly
object of love. Never had she felt a.
stronger conviction that he was formed
to-make an excellent husband and faﬁher,
EOLE I i aviretieah i
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miration; and évéﬂiisﬂosé&w(z} oferbeing
alone with him'to joining in scenes 6f live:
lier: pleasure. I truth,  Aliciavindulged
her own taste while pleasing i By pert
petually escaping from’ the moining par
tiés, which, towards . *ﬁhe«b&g‘iﬁn&ﬁgﬂ of
sumiher, in ‘London, give' suekia’pernis
cious increase to its dissipatiofi’ of ‘e
and thought ; often excusing herself fréi
balls, that she might' have a few!Hotirs
free for better things after every one was
gbﬁé» PR {2 Eisn i 100 DSTaLpAacD
" Lord St. Lawrence would not utter'a
word likely to influence her from'conduct
so flattering to himself; but while'réap-
ing all 'its advantages, took care to pre-
serve Lady Donnington in good humott,
ot rather, to prove his sense of obligation,
by every ‘other sdcrifice in his ‘power to
make. Her taste, her judgment,’ and ‘her
accommodation niformly *consulted,” it

was starcely possible for her Ladyship to
be otherwise than gracious';” she “there-
fote Suffered Miss Barry to withdraw fron
the public gaze occasionally, while she

herself ‘went from gaiety to ‘gaiety, be-
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-himselfiinta her thoughts: of sweet and
sanctioned pleasures, and. laying up. for
rher;many a tender recollection to soften
-bitterer foelings in days to come, During
these qmet meetings, Alicia made the
1 discovery that Lord. St. Lawrence ;. was
- not of a gay temper ; or rather, ,that he
-iwas. not throughout the day what hls
igk)hshed andl smiling surface in the even-
-ing assembly gave out. She even ac-
s.cused him of a constitutional tendency
Atoy mf;l;mcholy ; yet when she did so,, the
/softer tenderness of her eyes. testified
_that what his graceful animation had
. failed: to effect, this interesting sadness
.was rapidly producing. -

~ At these times, when, the mood was
too painful for a touch, her. lover. would
only answer by endeavouring to,shake: it

. off; at others, he would mstamtly bamsh
wit;} and rally himself' for . being - ¢ 700
iihappys” Upon some occasions he, would
- megt the enquiry frankly, by, confessmg
.that the more he saw of her unsullied
' ‘heart, the less. he liked the spots and
g blemlshes ‘of his own ; reminding her,

G 4



that” H'é@‘ﬁadiiné%l always' tlmu@ﬁ@ﬂﬁsﬁﬁ
_now «did, “Gpon” ﬁhea*g%?ﬁn}a&%% the
thoughts ‘as well as of the’eonduct;”that
to her influence he was indebted, if ‘not
for many vital changes in his e&ra&ek
at least to the suspicion that théy were
necessary, and to the habit of Jbeeﬁiﬁ’g-ﬁ
higher sanction than that of mere moral
laws ; that in looking to life* apeﬂt“w‘ﬂ:h‘
her as a compensation” to him' in“évery
way for the érrors and remembraunées of
the years that had gone by before they
met, it was scarcely possible for him’'to’
do s0, without regrettmg that ‘they! hﬂd
_not met’ sooner, ere he had so much’ to’
be sorry for:" .. s eeilid
- Alicia was ‘too young, too confiding,’
too much in the habit of exaltmg others’
and depreciating herself; to imagine; even'
from these ‘agitated aeknowledg%ﬂeﬂfs, _
that ‘the generous, the humane;
noured Lord St. Lawrence could have!
more. sins to answeér for at the’age of
six-and-twenty 1 ‘than these of mere omis-"
sion ;' Sins, Whmh ’by early youth ate
rately regarded wtth sufﬁcient dread.
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with too mﬁichﬁ}lem}"sﬂfxbomiﬂﬁﬁﬂm
yeti;as-he: éxpressed a strongiwishithat
his father would discharge the latter, and

a;ke -his _futuref; .belrShlp ;debt@!z; for-the

de ﬁhortjagegk
dgnge of 1gwo months Wlth a~h15hlﬂ-h_q€

nourable. man, had revived. gentlem
 feelings, at least, within him. ..

..Elora’s correspondence Wasvab )
1apturous. . Lord St. Lawrenc;
only. written to her with some: elegant
tokens  of .remembrance, but. having
ascertained Alicia’s wishes, wlhile. suspect-
ing ther-mother’s incomp
ranged: with Colonel ane [
the. transfer of Elora to England a/fter
‘kus union Wlth her. sister should have
i rother s part in her welfare
her sister for, any, petiod
prehended in Flora esti-

Ahcla helseh‘ the proposed plan was
ource,.of . tender gratitude, to
Lo:d St. Lawrence. - In consenting to it,
Mrs. Barry thought solely of her daugh'
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u?'?hefmﬂf@l fit: of -gout-was still 1upon
him, torturing his; mind instead-of> his
body ; since. every moment:hé idredded
some discovery of circumstances tozLord
St. Lawrence, which might - justify: the
latter in breaking off the marriage:«+8ix
weeks had elapsed since the 'proposal;
‘and. nothing more was done- in- the: way:
of forwarding it, except carte iblanehe
having been given to Lady Donnington
- foriall that Alicia would requireof bridal
dresses and- decorations. Little did Alicia
dream that every one of the bills«thus
incurred were destined for Lord St. Eaw=
rence’s payment, after the marriageice
remony should  have identified ' the
tereBfliSiow sloow 1w 353 ~ cotileoly
.. Suspicious, of so many delays;: and sueh’
efxt;moﬁdinafy tardiness, her lover had -
contrived: to;smooth at least one difficulty;
by requesting and obtaining: permission
to-have his taste displayed in conjunction
with: that of Lady Donnington, upon this
impottant: point 5 :maintaining - that: he
could mot: -give his expensive chabit:the
reins, sunless: free - from: consideration: of
another person’s ideas on the subject.
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gﬂhéi@sityﬁ:(é‘m fbhe in tiéﬁ?éf*eiiiﬁ 1?552&
renidered it'so) Liord Sﬁ Lawreﬂee dared
fiot. Jgo! abopresent.  He partly guéssed
the exfreme 'embarrassment of Colonel
Batry’s affairs; yet believing it 1m1§os‘51’bl’e
for-themito be in a state of such’ p(ﬁsiti"ve
ruin as 'hazarded even the latter’s personai
freedom, ~he could not bring himself to
humiliate still more the object of his love
inthis own eyes, by offering her father -
amactdal sum of money before the sacred
ceremony should have given h1m a son’
right to offer it. YT
-2 Time; - however, was not as'lame’ as
Qolonel ' Barry : the month of June was
closing, — another four weeks would re-
lease every ‘peer from public'daty, and
empty London, — Lady ‘Donnington
would quit-it, and  Alicia: must either
continue asif dependent upon’ her, or
have a home to go to elsewhere. > Mrs.
Baltry; cinspired ' by necessity; ‘at! once
crossed ' over' to ' Ireland, ostensiblyito
hasten  the preparations at Castle Barry ;
n 1eahty, to: negotlate secunty for- her

5 :i* sit oo aashi 2'noeraq 1odons
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husband with a claimant of lmo”i rres
due to 'him as an annuitant, who was:
become: imore troublesome; since ‘the Te
port .of Miss Barry’s coming marriages
This step onMrs. Barry’s part iwas . an<
nounced as a thing quite strmghtf ward
and proper; as by its means th
would be spared all hurry of spirits, and
could return home by way of' England
for the purpose of fetching his daughter,,
and meeting his future son-in-law. '« ¢
This arrangement rekindled every joy=
ful feeling 01‘ Alicia’s heart. To find
herself ‘once more in the dear quiet’ of
her early home, even though soon to quit
it for another almost unknown, was:a
prospect fraught with tender pleasure.
She did not separate Lord St. Lawrence’s
image ‘from’ it;ivon . the contra,ry, ‘she
never, thought of the delight she should
have in acquainting him' with thel Thaunts
and ' the!habits of ther foregone years,
with: her cabin friends and her domestie
pets, with ‘the house' at Mount Pleasant,
endeared to her by so many recollections,
with her beloved Flora and her kindly-
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tempered: rpﬁrehts,imbh&iuturdﬁgmiﬂ ‘her-
self doubly ' happy.: She felt tha'ﬁ she
was not all ‘herself, whilst in the *atmou
sphere «of ‘great London assemblies ;
that - her 'very heart scemed to- want
breathing-room amidst their pressing and
unthinking: crowds.  She was weary' of
dlsmpatmn and ' admiration ; she  was
anxious! to see her future companion
through Tlife  for whole days and weeks
out of the glare and noise of general
society. ' She fancied, that walking alone
with him under the still trees bordering
the lake, with no eyes save the ‘starry
ones of Heaven to witness their placid
happiness, she should feel more deeply
than she had ever done the value of his
love and of his character.

./ Alicia well knew, that if in such sweet
sohtudes there are no tongues to praise
the object of our affection, there are
none. to. speak of him with malignancy;
and none to aim at-our own self-respect.
She could mot but long for 'such retire-
ment, therefore, since even her envied
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s;ﬁia@@@ was not: Wu;bguii s mortificas

Inablw had been praperly qu;ward, 4&
doing honour to his choice and. to. his,
popularity, there were some who seemed
resolved not to let Miss Barr)n carry.offt
stch a prize, without sending many. a
poisoned shaft.after it, and her. . > Broady
hints, that Lord St.Lawrence, When Lord,
Aubrey, had not been unmaculat;er qun
often mingled with contemptuous refer.
ences: to- such of the peerage as were;
either the ofispring of unequal ma.tch%s;
ot -had themselves offended by a. mi%j
alliance. Lady Charles Everleigh, .in,
particular, perpetually talked of 1= lucky
faces;”: and the wonderful eﬁ,'ect,afeay
mere detérmination tomarry one:especial.
person:;; mgmteumng, that . ¢ a resolutey
setat a.mah ‘was sure to succeed, -pro-;
vided -the setter were neither: very deli-:
cate:mor  .easily. abashed; or . else was,
mighty: expert at conceahng her purposeeI ;
sat

vibgwnl eiilA alglnng oo 2807

L ¥AS g .



tﬁéﬁé?tléﬁ‘ies@* ell bern
vis* Rivers talked Iiss:
Barry also, ‘yet he was less: mte’lhg‘lble“'e'
s sour resemblance. ~Alicia felt:
“his -looks, that what he ‘said ‘was®
meant to annoy, but she ‘could not uns
derstand why ; —and prudence as well
as Aehcacy preventing her from' impart-'
er vexation to Lord St. Lawrence,”
shie ‘remained tineomfortably ‘dubious as-
to the notice she ought to- take of such’"
convem'satmns B
‘Tord Lews Rivers, mdeed never €x-|
patiated upon these favourite® topies;’
either before Lord St. Lawrenceor Lady:
Donnington, so®that *his impertinence |
was mot likely to teceive check omchas-
tisement whilst exercised under ‘the roof"
of ‘the latter. But it" may be’ supposed, -
that ‘not. merely from resentment,. but
from right principle, Alicia inwardly
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could 48 easily have believed Hir capable
of thtitder, as of violating the fiext awfil
éommandment; ‘and inwardly blessitg!
God that he knew, and reverenced, atid
desired to be guided' by the same divine
Jaws shehad early learned'to love, ‘quietly
é'\i’t‘i;iiltf her' rice-paper while' W(uﬁtig the
appearance of Lady Donnington. = %"
“Lady Charles Everleigh Tgoked atiﬁﬁ‘
with a vexed countenance; but s %5
determined ot to lose the chance” of
ﬂhzﬂly annoying, went on repeating “the
name ‘of the Marchioness Tsola Bella so
frequently, that Alicia could not fail to
recollect the time and way in ‘whick
she had first heard it. , From her La&:ly“
: ship’ s'rapid détails she Jearnt that tlie no-
table personage whose intended  defence
Was s4id to be ‘an ‘exposute” of his own
greatest intimates, was' no other—tha'n Sir
Tionel ' Colliton, and that the ’whole
Harlech f%rmlv must in"a’ manﬁér‘ sh‘éi*é
hls’diégrace I b
1 Atthis’ 1ﬁftfrmation Ahr_‘la Folpie ‘pang
of 'redl” concern for' Lady Donnington:
she was spared a second, by her Lady-
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every thm,g 5 50, she must take the con-
seque .and let her fortune go. to pay

e S~. Edgar Treyor, as. he stogd nea;:
AchLa, muttered somethmg about a Wlfe
caring less for the money such a busmess
‘might: cost, than for the annoyance Qf
discovering what a short time hers hus-
‘band’s love had lasted. VoA e
Alicia ventured to breathe in an under-
. though. with a helghtened coloux, :
th ve alone, was not the gro nd to
bmld married happiness upon. .. ...,
{6 Why, what then?’’ was’ t s
nished demand of her, 1mp1es51ble hearer.
“ A p1mc1p1e of fidelity, to. stand in
the place of that powerful, sentlmeqt, ik
1t_7,_svhoulgl, chance | to; cease,”” . was, her
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going -out:in an open carriage with Lord
St. Lawrence, *and that she was aqmqa ‘
;well i ey dgitysnihn
a ThlS‘ was the ﬁrst tlme since -her
engégement;wuh Lord St. Lawrence that
she had thus openly proclaimed it ; and
even now, though couragepusly showing
that no- insinuations could awaken a
- doubt of his integrity, the modest bl«d
rose to her cheeks. i iine
Lord Lewis Rivers, aﬂ'ectmc the spor-
tive, cried out at St. Lawrence s wonder-
ful privileges abroad and at home, finish-
ing with, ¢ Now, had I presumed  to
solicit the honour of Miss Barry’s socwty
- in a drive ——’
gasSePoohl sstuffi? lnterrupted young
Trevor : ¢ there never was a question of
you Wlth Miss Barry ; nor there 'sha’n’t
be, if I can help it, with Lady Donmng-
ton. — Lady Donningten, . dear . Lady
Donnington ! ‘don’t drive-me out of my
senses by taking Rivers’s arm : — take
mine! and I’ll kneel all. the way to the
Diorama.”:
. The fashlonable 1dol answered by pllt-
tmO‘ her arm provokingly through that of
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addfessed to' Lady “Dotinirigton; but they
buzzed amongst so matiy sets in ‘different
of the o om, that 1o _6_“ e éohld

‘an.d ith lessons for her own cond ctilie
“Lady Charles Everleigh supplied the
first, the fair Selina Montressor the last,
although ‘they certainly did not ‘act ‘i
concert as Lady Chatles’s' address to
"stlﬁed ‘even after having ‘turned
ntressor out of her seat: she ex-
he " former ghded s:ghlng

y’ mr‘yLord St Law1 ence, and I know
im, from his reputatlon
g _never out of 1ove
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Leawrenee; from whom ithe mornirg;mes-
sage was, that he was better, and would
be at Donnington House ingood:time to
accompany the. ladies to the /Duke ‘of
Lewksbury’s  breakfast. . Alicia; herself
was notiquite well, and so little inclined
for. mixing with a gay crowd; that she
frankly: told Lady Dennington so,;and
prayed to be exeused going.: ¢ Lord St.
Lawrence, of course, then!?” was all the
obseryation +in - reply. - To. any; other
woman. than Lady Donnington, . Alicia
would at once have said what was on her
spirits 3 the idea of having the character
of the man she honoured questioned, and
her, own conduct speculated upon, . But
Lady Donnington’s  total. silenge ; upon
every subject of supposed interest. to her-
self; together with her naturally unsympa-
thising disposition, made such frankness
both unwise and . difficult, ;| She, there-
fore bounded, herself to promising, that if
she found Lord St. Lawrence better; before
Mis. Chetwynd went to Wimbledon, later
in the day; they would join herparty. .
. This | arrangement (was;:scaceely . com-
H 6 :
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whether she meant: to forllow Ladgn Bexi@l
nington.— - . 2 ik 3
24 Do you thmk I cmlld ?” 4
Lord St. Lawrenceranswered. tbe sweet
smile and the tender question by seizing
her hand, and pressmg his lips upon:its
trembling  whiteness in agitated silences: (-
‘ Trembling that hand indeed was, for
Alicia became convinced that he was sick.
at heart. All the insinuations breathed
into her ear the preceding night came over
her for a moment with terrifying power:
it was the panic of an instant; better
thoughtsreturned; and, believing him free
from merited reproach, though most likely
tortured by the consciousness of having
incurred suspicion, she uttered a few
words of tender enquiry into the cause of
his unusual emotion, praying him to be-
lieve that she wished henceforth toibe
identified with him in every joy.or grief;;
and: gently, tearfully urgmg her rlght to
share them now. ;
At this first unreserved show of ten-
derness on her part; Lord St. Lawrence
was almost hurried out of himself; but,
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lil_ﬂ@@ﬁemtﬁﬁ ce;@hm'tmﬁgmammﬁﬁmgm‘ erity;
were wividly presentand the guiltfr
~ which he seemed deliveredias: mmﬁ
racle; a1 the very moment her:thoughts
had fgiven chim-up; ‘was_so frightfubiter
imagine;y: that lany Oﬁ'emc@ shortfofizthat!
could notr‘b;es lmxked lon' with adeqhater &
homrorsyad ddoine ad dndyDhevowg doidw
o Again a;ndﬁ mgam she: repeate&xtheis}nﬂﬁ
sentencesiwhich' had answered shertwol
questions, by way of ‘assuring ‘hersélf that!
he was neither the: seducer of innocence
nﬂhajd@mesm itraitor, ‘even whiléshinkst
. ing: mem) ‘entire  communion . withirthei
heart (which - could ! voluntarily link fitselff
torthat of a:dishonoured and venal woman.
Hotwwas wirtuous: pride offended: st thiel
thought-of :following such a womar inia!
man’saffectionsd || How rdeeply »did>shes .
fﬂel;ﬂlaﬁxﬂwnhxmespect ~forits' object; pure]
love lesesiond of’ itsicsirongestriprops’
Sometithes sheiwis tempted tol wishvithat?
this i spotoupon:EordoSt. | Lawmnde:sagdsﬁﬂ
life had not been shown to her:zicb
he eoncealed it still;s orhad: hetglzossmﬁlt
by a falsehood,: leevﬁughtwhavmbkﬂﬂiam
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Buty trusting in his -avowed sentimeits;
and engouraged by ‘the'high'ehhractet B
wﬂmﬁaml@m@gﬁwmymm |

thatishe might; with '@ giea@a@dnxema@

be oversavhich was’ hiteﬂguwmlmg his
nEme vinto’ question.  She was %%M‘
say this'on paper; when' Victoire 'ta
atherdoor with 'a note' fiom "L -
Lawrence.! Alicia averted hwﬂisﬁfﬁﬁe_’l‘
countenance ‘s’ she took the Hetle billety
and' pleading indisposition as a'reasonfor
niot swishing: to \be further: disturbed; évea
by cLady Donnington wher she 'shiould
Teturny dismissedoher maid. 100 [os sad
#» The contents 'of this' short' note tlivew
her back into alarm: and perplemt;i.ﬂmq
ke You shave gone'away under & #ron
impressionso I did'niot: *tﬂéaﬂ“ﬁ.ﬁﬂgi‘veﬁé
and! Tomust ot ! itake 4dvan

Alielap® m@"lﬁséﬁ@ﬂﬁ I’@bﬁ erHaps;
after you heat more : ibuﬂil@éhhﬂihﬁt et
tahight unless) I+ haverexplained’ evory
thing. Come back; thens: forGod’s sake,
come back ! 1 will'say nothing to shock
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yousmodest ear—~ but & must;say;all
ROW::— ‘lxmeﬂwnpd&mywlﬁ:&médm
Lould mot. bear to.owe:you toi amistake:
Onamy, knees- I entreat you, to come:to
. mgsgg@mmf but, for ten minutes, «;Alfter

that, .door —%WM*}@MM%’%S jaom
aitl Sh@u]@ﬁt@i? fell from. Alicia’s handso At
&5‘%&1@@@ sate speechless and motionless;
every faculty: was. parabysed, ithere; was
nei ar;kser;sa@“bn ‘nor thought within:her.

s<, What was she to hear?”’ at last:crossed
hgﬂggnfh she asked herself'the question,
ﬂsuez sprang up with .desperate. resolution.
e stopped not to supplicate upon her
kﬁeﬁs; orilight and assistance from above,
her soul felt its: own weakness-and-insuf-
ﬁg}gﬂ(}yy ,and. that [yery - feeling was a
prayersiusiqroq hus onels o dosd 10d
«When- Sh%@eagbzedsﬁbe room ;sheé had
iﬁfba;shﬁrtsstnmea@efén% LordStebaw-
renee W&&:ﬁawsmgnmgstmmﬁdémd
steps.His face was pale at the momerit's
but as-he.advanced to-meet het, it flushed
with, @mh&m&%ﬂ@dﬁaﬁh@meﬂwﬁhe
gave him herhand:in silence;and heled

 sooda of guidion yeddliw I 1 Js.sd 90100
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qhaﬂg’ahmguhlmeq)mne; sh'mieds&umwlﬁcm
loosejagain upon:the: world; diScarded:
anddisgraced by:her, and withithe sacred:
sentinients she:had taught himwheré to!
seek, noti sufficiently rdoted; ;perhaps;ito-
withstand snch astorm of sorrewful pass
sions. Hewentured to urge;that,if sins
cere. repentance’ were  admittedeven by
sinleSs yperfectionias the warrant cof &)
claimi!aupons redeeming :love;sit: ¢
becpleaded morei:boldly to: on
same nature with himselfi 1o
-iSeimany:: powerful. appeals vweeré mﬁ
ineffectual. Alicia felt hen tumiiltuons:
emotions subsiding while he spoke};: but
afraidoof being: too much or too: quickly:
influenced, once more bndeavmuedwtpi
eseape.!- Do not detainme!” shesaid.
—ss¢ I'muststill this feeling (pressing her
hdndsupon-her: throbbing:« &de}m@lg
‘candiseermwhat:ioaght to:do.?’ oz duasid
h#siYon: doothen antuallysmev,htazte1 give
ingimes up,sAlicia’tihe/! repeated; finsm
tonerof indignant grief;: ¢ for-a:fauly comsa
mitted:/long-ere Lknew:you!i: Hasimy
sincerity mo Walwe;:simym@myeé 2:Jacouldl
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not’ changing colout twenty times in one
minute ; Lord St. Lawrence did oz look
as he went out like a man going to be
Kanged. ~ Only do let me remind you, my
ﬁéﬂ:l‘ Miss Barry, that our original ‘com-
pﬁ’#ﬁ was, you were never to use any man
il 'under my roof. T do not suspect you
of the extreme folly of intending to jilt
Lord St. Lawrence ; that would be too
absurd as well ‘as too bad; but it is just
possible’ that you mayplay at plaguing him
rather too long ; that he may find out, now
he is away, that he is not so desperately
n love as not to be capable of being made
v«ery anﬂ'ry s and that, in short, the whole
thing may break oﬁ‘ 1 shall be rendered
mdlculous 2
" The last 'words were said in an irritated
tone, which' proVed ‘their ' seriousness.
~ Alicia looked earnestly at her, though
tears’ were ' gathering in her own eyes
at'this painful prophesy. it
“ée Sarely, dear madam, northl‘ﬂg which
elther L01 d St Lawrence or I may do can

_ductn’-‘ I repeat that I have not any jea-
; R
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thdt, sofar ﬁ%ﬁfﬂsﬂc mgffﬂfhﬁrisﬁlaﬁﬁei
- ofsappeating! lia?p%py in thie! way-shictvas
aontho before; *her 'assumed vivacity)!
cﬁﬁpﬁédﬂwi@h :«he: over’s' absence;! em:
boldéned these who chosé to believe that
shésind the Barlhad quarrelled:” Someof
these” insinuated - admiration; b?théﬁs’ ha:
zarded impertinent surmises, 01 bozuolod

‘%%m@ngst ‘the former “was a/ nbblenwni
whose evident ‘captivation at her! figst ‘ap-
pearance in' London had, perhapfs, “hast-
eued Tiord St. Lawrence's 'declaration)
and > who m‘ow, seizing' at'the rumour of
Mibsiﬁarry s match being off} ‘chose to'be
thie Earl’s’ successor, either im gd@dléﬁﬂf}
est ot for the tmumph of'ardayl aoezsl

Aduord ’,ilswater was veryry@wmgf,wwy
himﬂ&dme, and very silly';/ butf héiwas'a
marquis, and piqued at theidea’ of ‘being
thirown out by a man of inferiot mobility,
hurried:to every place where MissiBarry
appeared 'during’ this week of dissipation
and schagrin,’ imékihg}iilﬁs vadmirationas
‘conspicuous: as possible, ‘and forcing her
at!last, when she ibecame’sensiblepf his
“pbject; to; throw: as' conspicuous an air of
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consider: marrying: a Roman Catholic sl
most as | criminal as betrayinginnocence;
she suggested the pernicious efféct upon’
a young man’smind, of living in-a foreign
country, removed from the wholesome
check of friendly observation s living, too};
surrounded by persons professing a creed:
which tempted to sin, by offering pardon:
-alike ‘to purchase and to penance.  Jaos |
renza Castelli, believing in the efficacy of
such pardon, and destined to a professiof
which, in Italy, is so rarely followed with«
out leading to moral ruin, was' not: such:
an object of respect nor yet of such self
denying regard as an English girl would:
haVe-been, brought up in a virtuous and
pious home, and meant for domestic life:
Lady Anne quoted her nephew’s repent=
ant' confession when she penned these
cruel, however prevalent opinions 3 owns
- ing ‘that they had operated to blunt the:
edge of remorse after he had gained his
point of ahalf marriage, but were so little -
satisfying to conscience, as passion tian:
quillised, and a truer love grew out of his
growing belief in Lorenza’ purity of heart,
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that he ‘was positively on the: point of
making < her legally his  wife when her-
former shame was manifested. fe

At this part of her letter Lady Anne
stopped ‘to offer her own remarks, evi-
dently anxious to acquit her nephew, even
at:the expense of family pride. She said
itowas only fair to presume, from this
speedy resolution to marry Lorenza law-
fully, after she was his by stratagem,
that he would have done it at first, had
she been, in fact, what her blandishments
and arts at length persuaded him to think
her. No unvirtuous woman, Lady Anne
thought, could so successfully imitate the
manners and sentiments of a virtuous-one
as to satisfy a man of delicacy’s scrutiny :
something, she concluded, must' be in
such a woman’s deportment, which, though
he would not allow it to himself;' might
render him fearful of trusting his honour:
as a husband 'in' her hands; and if 8o,
Lord St. Lawrence had not been:so: oul-_
pable as many men in cireu mstamces seem
mgly similar. © 500

. The 'scope of thﬁ noble spmster‘s
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i I patroness - that she felt or
feigned an extreme - repugnance to a
public life, and finally submitted to her

__d.esti"ﬂy' iny;: from a sense of obligation
and utter dependence. - The melancholy
which-had at first surprised him was now
accounted for ; and exalting the charac-
ter'of Lorenza, would ‘have led him ‘to
the humane task of- persuading her amia-
ble-benefactress to: change her - purpose,

had he not feared it might end in the re-

moval of the former to a convent for life,

Lord Aubrey would not acknowledge to

himself what unsearched desire lay under

this suffocation of a worthy sympathy: that.
wilful ignorance of his own heart wrecked'
himself. : Gt

“Every evening Lorenza sang at the
Marchesa’s ‘concerts.  In the ‘morning!
she'sat embroidering for her, or wreathing
the, pillars of porticoes and halls with
flowers, . gathered by her hands in the
gardens of the palazzo, and of a casino
belonging to the Marchesa on the sea-
coast. « There, ‘too, she was accustomed
to stay for days at a time, when she had
VOL, T8 2 S0y

e
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new music to study. - At Genoa, iin the .
mornings, Lorenza, though admitted to
her patroness’s society, sate at.a dis-
tance, untalked to, seemingly unnoticed.
Her silence there, at first simply touching
from its air of modesty, soon became fa-
tally eloquent to the heart and the imagin- .
ation of him who had already found the
way of making sighs, looks, and whispered
interest speak for him to the shrinking
‘orphan. He fancied in the silenge ﬂf
Lorenza a sentiment as intoxicating \
his soul as her beauty to his seusesa :
Sometimes the dark eye was never lifted;
at others, a single glance would be. de-
tected ; after’ which, blush succeeding
blush; -and an. unsteadily-moving -hand,
would appear to show that the silent girl
dreaded having betrayed herself, or sate
thrillingly conscious whose eyesstlll rested -
u pon her.

A young man in love Soon leams when
and where to find the object of his pas-
sion alone. -In the vast gardens round
the pa]aazo, and the wilder solitudes of
the casino, Lord Aubrey quickly ma-




!
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naged ‘to obtain many moments in which
he lgoald! express to Lorenza, without
witnesses; the interest she inspired. At
first, he ‘spoke only of kindly interest;
buit from the instant in which he hinted
at a“kandlmg* passion, lamenting the pre-
Judices of his father and the disparity of
their condition, she shunned every pri-
vate meeting with a care which baffled
h1s utmost vigilance. « Yet as she still
red at her work in the Marchesa’s
ments, and sang as usual at her con-
certs, she could not wholly conceal from
him the’effect his profession of love and
despair had produced.

- 'The burning cheek, the hurried breath
followed by the slower sigh and stealing
tear, ‘the disorder of her wholecounte-
nance when he approached, and the deep-
ening ‘melancholy of her shaded eyes,
spoke a language which youthful passion
knew too well how to translate. Lord
Aubrey believed her as angel-like in pu-
rity as in person; he felt that to attempt
winning her voluntarily to dishonour,
would hurl him from her heart. He

M 2
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dared mot ask his father’s consent to
marry her; he was not ofage: to
render. the ceremony valid without it
but passion, uncurbed at first, was now
" ungovernable. = Other men were sur-
rounding and boldly admiring her; in a
few more months, she would go to Flo-
rence, or he be removed from Genoa.
He could not live without her; and he
- sunk into the guilt already known.
Their false marriage took place by
favourof Bianca, afemale servant, charged
with the care of the young singer when-
- ever she remained at the casino: and
through her means they met unsuspected
by the Marchesa. To prevent, indeed,
any suspicion ‘of  their attachment, Lord
Aubrey redoubled his grateful assiduities
to the accomplished mistress of the man-
sion ;. 'whose : kindness to Lorenza ren-
dered: the task ‘a gratification; ‘and to
whom habitual homage, both for genius |
and. personal graces; was paid both by
old and young, making her incredulous
of another’s superior attractions. .
In the early dream of love, nothing
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but: the present is heeded: entranced
hearts awake to the future, only “when
roused by the shadow of some coming
evil. - It was the end of summer, and
the Marchesa talked of taking her pro-
“tegée to Florence in the autumn, that she
might be heard by the Grand Duke. As
ifialarmed at the possibility of being se-
parated even for a day from her husband,
.and seeing no other way of preventing
it, Lorenza suggested the mecessity of
intrusting their secret to the Marchesa,
praying  her to: continue her protection
umtil Lord Aubrey could subdue his fa-
ther’s prejudices. Such a confidence of
course was not possible to him. ' Conscious
that theirs was mot a marriage, ‘he was
confounded. He hesitated and tempo-
rised ; soothing her fear by a proposal of
- removing « her  himself clandestinely to
some; other part of Italy, whenever the
-dreaded journey should be fixed by her
patroness. Lorenza still pleaded passion-
ately and seductively ; urging; with appa-
‘rent sensibility to character and delicacy,

-
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that it was not fit for his wife to incur the
scandal of a flight and a concealment’;
that she shrank from causing such morti-
fication to the benefactress of her youth,
and would fain have his leave to tell her
- by what bonds she was tied to the son of

Lord St. Lawrence. il i

More alarmed lest his own deceit
should be discovered, and Lorenza’s af:
fections forfeited, Lord Aubrey’s anger
kindled with his apprehension ; for the
first time since their union, he spoke with
warmth and authority ; assuring her, that
of all persons he was most averse to put
such confidence in the Marchesa; de-
clining to say why, yet commanding her
to rely upon him for properly preventing
a separation between them. In this tem-
per he left her; affecting far more dis-
pleasure than conscience permitted him
to feel ; and doing it, simply because he
believed she loved him to an excess that
would render his resentment less tolérable
‘o support than the greatest worldly evil.

What then was his astonishment and
chagrin, when he came again to the ca-
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sino, -and was admitted 4s usual by her
confidant, into a garden pavilion, to be
received with a burst of seeming anguish
and indignation! The tender wife, '_who
had hitherto met his caresses with timid
-and trembling joy, now repulsed them as
if in horror; accusing him of having be-
trayed her by a false marriage, the inva-
lidity of which she had just learnt ; taking
_Heaven to witness that she would bury
herself in a convent; or beg her bread
over the world, unless he repent’ed‘ his
cruel deception, and married her by the
forms of his own church.

Although she refused to say by whom
she was enlightened, her virtuous indig-
nation was so well acted, that Lord Au-
brey fell at her feet, owning his shame
and remorse. Confessing his incapacity
of atoning to her by a valid marriage
until two months were past, he repeated
his father’s abhorrence of the Romish
_faith, and his own repugnance to act in
direct opposition to such a. sacred duty
as that of a child to a parent ; imploring -
her therefore to forgive the past, nor to

M 4
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take the rash step she threatened, but to
rely upon his love and honour the mo-
ment he should become his own master.
Lorenza would not listen to any compro-
mise : affecting to consider herself called
upon, both by self-respect and reverence
of Heaven’s ordinances, not to see him
again as she had done until they were
united lawfully, however privately. —If
he would re-marry her at the end of the
ensuing two months, when he must come
of age, she offered to submit, if he then
chose it, to the misery and degxadatlon
of a doubted character.
- At this unguided period of his hf'e, the
young Lord Aubrey knew the forms
rather than the spirit of his religion:
perhaps he looked upon all religions with
so little heart in the speculation, that he
was not inclined to forgive the woman
who could prefer a faulty mode of wor-
ship, to the object of her earthly devotion:
While about to yield to Lorenza (con-
scious that by marrying her he would sa-
crifice every' prospect of ambition); in

the pride of youthful passion he believed

| COMING OUT.
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himself certain of ohtammg amcrﬁw in
return,

In this canﬁdence, he proposed her
change of religion as the only ecircum-
stance which could embolden him to
reveal their union hereafter to his father ;
or indeed authorize him in bringing her
forward amongst the high and conscien-
tious of his country, when his father
should be taken away.

 His proposal was rejected with a
mixture of assumed grief and firmness :
whether from an idea of appearing more
dignified, or from sineere attachment to
a church which absolves even purposed
sins. So it was, she refused to be bribed,
as she termed it, out of her soul. Here
Lady “Anne Aubrey had interposed in
her history a thanksgiving for her ne-
phew?’s deliverance from a creature who,
like the disselute Montespan, sought to
atone for iniquity by bigotry. - :
~Indignant in his turn, the dlsappmnted
lover gave way to passionate reproaches ;
accusing Lorenza of altered attachment ;
meﬁa’i‘siéﬂg‘-'t-—he'-p*riéét whom, he concluded
M5
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had told her at confession the 1nvalidity
of their tie; and maintaining that such
influence alone ' could have made 'her
refuse to embrace the faith linwhich he
had been educated. T.orenzals resolu-
~ tion wasmot shaken, though she solemnly
declared no priest-had told or tutored her.
They parted unreconciled. -« il
After some stormy days’ struggling
between resentment and remorse; - filial
duty and more powerful passion; Lord
Aubrey came to the resolution of securing
Lorenza upon her own terms.  He had
kept away from'the palazzo and; the ca-
sino all that time, and she had not sent
one enquiring billet to show that her pur-
poses ' faltered: he had no alternative
but following the counsel: she suggested,
and putting the Marchesa partially into
his confidence. It was not necessary, he
thought, to tell her what had already
passed ; ‘and though somewhat ashamed
to own that his flattering admiration:of
‘her musical productions was chiefly due
to another’s' performance, he trusted to
the natural wish of a profegée’s elevation, |
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for insuring: her interest. and her dlS-
CI'JB".IQHJ 1o
To!the palazzo Iqola Bella, therefore,
.he hastened, and finding the Marchesa
-alone, more gracious and winning than
ever, began almost a faltering avowal of
‘his love for the orphan Lorénza. With a
.sudden seizure of his arm, and a coun-
enance expressive of the most painful
‘concern, the Marchesa interrupted him,
‘blaming her own easiness and want of
judgment for the misfortune she could
‘mot:*have  contemplated, from the de-
cidedly ‘humble way in which she had
brought her protegée forward; beseeching
him' (yet with the kindest reluctance) to
conquer- his ill-placed passion,  for his
_father’s sake ; to remain awhile from
‘Genoa till she could place Lorenza out
“of his sight. - Lord Aubrey; encouraged
by her friendship, and unchanged by her
“considerate reasonings, pressed his:pur-
' poses so earnestly, suing for her continued
"protection of his wife after he should have
~made her so secretly in her presence, .
" that hisagitated companion, having vowed
M 6
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concealment of his confidence, ' required
him: to swear the same secrecy to what
she must then reveal. Lord Aubrey gave
the required promise ; and the Marchesa
opening a cabinet, and seeking ina packet
‘of letters; drew forth one, dated above two
years back; telling him it was written by
her youngest brother, who, at that period,
had been -obliged, by former extrava:
gancies, to marry a rich heiress at Naples; -
with what - sentiments that letter would
show ; and the nature of its contents
would say why it was given to him. Lord
Aubrey read the letter with such feelings
as, may be imagined ; it was a brother’s
cenfidence to a sister, given for the sake
of securing'a young creature, who had
loved him to her own ruin, from utter de-
struction: by his forced abandonment. ' It
spoke of Lorenza as the child of peasants
near:-Monaco, to whom the writer had
already/ made pecuniary compensation;
entreating his sister to receive the poor -
girl under herprotection, and either place: -
heriin a convent, or, if her conduct me-:
rited it, endeavour to marry her respec-
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tably.'The Marchesa’s answer t6 Lord
Aubrey’s frantic interrogations substanti:
ated this frightful history. ‘She confessed;
that ‘although 'she could not attempt to
impose a frail wife upon any honest man,
however humble, she was induced by the
gitl’s extreme youth and sorrow to rescue
her from the desperation of abandonment,
and - the: dangers which her beauty sur-
rounded her with. From these motives,
finding she' sang sweetly, she had her
placed in one of the best musical establish-
ments, whence slie. had only withdrawn
her to fit her completely for the respec-
table situation - offered by the Duke of
Tuscany. - That Lorenza should call her-
self by the name of a poor, though well-
born: officer, once in theservice of the
Prince of Monaco, and pass for his or-
phan, ‘was, the Marchesa hoped,'a par-
donable deception, under her! circum-
stances. At this moment her patroness
was doubly interested in obtaining’her a
prosperous  settlement far-from ‘Genoa,
because Signore Manzoni, released by his
wife’s death, was returning to'his native
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place; and his sister dreaded the"effect
upon him of Lorenza’s increased beauty,
and what she had always suspected of her
unabated preference.

What anticipations for Lord Aubrey to
hear expressed, however softened by com-
miseration with his bitter disappointment! .
He knew not what he answered nor what
he promised, until reminded by the Mar- -
chesa that he had given her his honour
he would not shock the misguided girl
- by charging her with a past error, re:
deemed by present good conduct; mor
yet be careless of the reputation thus un-
avoidably placed in his hands; nor ever
allow that his honourable attachment had
been arrested by the Marchesa’s: dis-
closure of her brother’s less-sanctioned
passion.. TheMarchesa, he knew, guessed
not. how far his love had already gone;
but counselling him to smother the flame,
proposed his going. directly to Monaco,
where he might; by questioning the neigh-
bours of Lorenza’s parents; confirm those
painful. facts which a lover could W1th "
such difficulty believe., : i
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‘Lord Aubrey lost not a moment in sa-
tistying himself doubly of what, indeed,
he' could not' doubt, after reading the
letter from Signor Manzoni. ‘He flew to
Monaco: there he heard the same story
of her, whom the villagers supposed to be
repenting in a nunnery. He was disap-
pointed at not finding her parents: they
had' quitted the place immediately after
the Signor’s desertion of their daughter,
and had never since been heard of: but
the great fact was ascertained, and he re-
turned with a feeling at his heart frightful
to himself. It was at once scorn of the
fallen: creature who pretended to cheat
him into linking himself for life to her
dishonour, and delirious fondnessi for the
charm of her beauty and manner. ' For
some days he combated the disgraceful
wish of retaining her, sunk as she was’;

_but he was not then ‘armed ‘with the
strength of ~sound principle; and ‘once
more he sought her, to propose removing
her privately from the protecbi"bhjof the
Marchesa. - He forbore to tell what he

~ had so lately ascertained ; but he spoke
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with a steady composure, bestowed by his
belief that she would finally cease from
her assumption of high-strained virtue,
Lorenza treated his manner and his lan-
guage as insults ; reproached him again
with  his decept1on bewailed her utter
disappointment in his character, and sud-
denly broke from him in a frenzy of vio-
lent feelings. |

That night she disappeared from the
casino, and not even their former con-
fidant could tell whither she was gone.
The Marchesa was in despair, fearing she
had gone to try her early power over
Szgnor Manzoni, from whom a brief letter
offered some frivolous reason for not visit-
ing his sister. Lord Aubrey suffered
what he merited ; agonies of selficon-
tempt for continuing to love one so
worthless ; fear of having his weakness
discovered by his father; and a burning
wish of doing what he knew he could not
do without betraying himself — tearmg
Lorenzafrom his rival.

' The Marchesa’s sympathy became his _
sole consolation : she knew how to touch
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a heart in agony without exasperating its
smart, ever softening and soothing, and
holdinig out hopes of being happily mis-
taken as to the object of her protegée’s
flight. The direct enquiries, however,
which she put to her brother were never
answered. This silence was decisive; con-
firming Lord Audley’s desperate reso-
lution of tearing its fair idol from his
heart.” Why, indeed, should he seek her?
She was unworthy ; and she had loved
only his expected coronet. Offended
Providence, merciful even in anger, had
- manifestly interposed to save him' from
the remorse of disobedience, and f'rom a
shameful union !

' Struck with this awful conviction, and
awakened by it to fearful self-examina-
tion, the wretched lover strove to forget
the period in which he had believed
Lorenza pure, and himself happy but
her fascinations kept a dangerous hold
of memory, combating, often too'success-
fully, with reason, honour, " and  con-
science. The Marchesa’s assiduousfriend-
ship failed to support him; he sank into
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a low fever, which for weeks threatened
both intellect and life. : : e
It was during this illness, and in a
correspondence subsequent to: it, when
Lord St. Lawrence took his son to the
baths of Baden, that Lord Aubrey ap-
prehended the danger of friendship with
a married woman. He soon terminated ‘
a correspondence, from its subject car-
tied on by stealth, and resisting all the
seductions of flattered vanity, and the
cravings of a solitary heart, — averting
~ his eyes, in short, from the scarcely-veiled
sensibility of the fair Italian, he returned
no more to Genoa. . v
Time, and a resolved abstinence from
every scene which could recall Lorenza’s
image, gradually closed the wound of
his bosom ; and always sighing for a
home.and a heart to anchor his soul upon
for life, he beheld Alicia Barry, only to
be sure he had found in her beauty and
purity, principle which gives stability to
virtuous inelinations, and that gentleness
of  affection which is often truer than
idolatrous devotion.. :
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Some of Lady Anne Aubrey’s remarks
upon this history proved them to be the
‘consequence of a wish to clear her
nephew wholly in her own mind: she
judged him leniently, and every other
person  with ~severity. The stainless
spinster ‘assumed the fact, that from the
‘Marchesa’s indulgence to Lorenza’s early
lapse, she herself already required similar
indulgence, and was consequently cul-
pably wanting in that discretion which
would have shown the danger of bringing
her pretty dependent constantly before
the eyes of a susceptible young man.

'L'etdy Anne, however, did not conceal
that her nephew refused to sanction this
opinion, and that he maintained, with
expressions of bitter regret, the excel-
Jence of the Marchesa’s reputation in

. Genoa when he visited the palazzo. ~ He
sincerely believed that her principles had
first been sapped by the pitying interest
she took in his misery; and that losing
so her *self-respect, — or tempted to
avenge herself upon his vanity for this
silent rejection of her almost-offered love,
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— or reckless of her good mame, from
knowing it to be injured by her friend.
ship for the young Englishman, — she
had at once sunk into the character of a
faithless wife. T TR
- While repeating this, Lady Anne failed
not to enlarge upon her nephew’s ge-
nerous candour, and the reluctance with
which he made any confession -of the
Marchesa’s weakness towards him: the
publicity now of her positive infidelities,
. and the stake he had depending, along
excused him to himself for revealing her, .
mere dereliction from virtuous inclin-
ation. He was forward to confess_,’;;_t]!:gat
h:s sincere admiration of the "Marchesa
on their first acquaintance, and his in-
terested assumption of it after he kney.
Lorenza, were circumstances which might
tend to animate forbidden thoughts when .
once entertained, and well deseryed that
they should be visited upon his head by
their sure consequences hereafter, |
Lady Anne, conceding every thing
she could to delicacy and dignity, ad-
mitted that it would not displease her
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to find'" Miss Barry declined meeting
Lord St Lawrence at the altar, until tﬁé
rumoured public investigation were either
fairly over, or wholly laid aside.

This' proposition was in exact accord-
ance with Alicia’s present wishes. She
was greatly moved by the description of
the temptations and artifices to which
Lord St. Lawrence had fallen a prey,
She repeated again and again every par-
ticular which helped to excuse him,
balancing the mischievous effects of his

- eatly notice of the Marchesa, and sub-
sequent correspondence, with his just
sorrow for both, and his se]f’-accu-sing
truth.  With a full and thanking heart
to the gracious Power which had thus
new-created him, she decided to accept
Lady Anne’s offer of naming t_h_e_ terms
of his restoration to her young kinsman.
Alicia well ‘knew, that unless she did
this before her father came, he would
most likely urge her into an immediate
act of grace, from not feeling as _d___f_s_l_i;.
cately and nicely as a wfoman: b__ut i’ an
arrangement suggested by Lord St. Law-
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rence’s aunt had been so far consented
to" as to wait only his ratification, heif
would not presume to change it. '

An answer fo- Lady Anne Aubrey’s-
letter was written over and over again
in Alicia’s mind while she lay’ on her
sleepless: pillow, communing with'Heaven|
and her own heart, humbly earnest ‘in
her prayer to be influenced by no un-
worthy motives in the re-acceptance of
a hand which brought with it both rank
and fortune. She put her latest thoughts
upon paper directly after rising. = Tady'
Anne’s plan was agreed to, with a tender
assurance, that when her late agitated
feelings had quite subsided by the con-
clusion of private whispers and news-
paper paragraphs, Alicia’s confidence in
the future partner of her life would be
restored to its former steadiness, and
every cloud would be gone which other-
wise must have overshadowed their union.
She forbore to notice the passages in
Lady Anne’s letter which proper pride
had felt to be offensive ; betraying her
mortifying sense of their loftiness only
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by the firmness thh ‘which she. testlﬁed.
her resolution of rather risking the loss
of Lord St. Lawrence entirely, than yield-
ing .one ‘point of delicacy and principle.
If she were his inferior, she knew how
to show that his nobility could have no
power over her, unless enhanced by his
character. _

‘This letter written, and left on her
table to be despatched by that day’s post,
she. descended to Lady Donnington’s
late breakfast with a breast lightened of
many a load. The brightening of inward
joy was visible on her countenance.

- Lady Donnington cried out at her
rayonnante appearance, rallying her with
mischievous- pleasantry upon this new
capacity of enduring Lord St. Lawrence’s
absence, and the Marquis of Ullswater’s
impertinent admiration; secretly doubhng
meanwhile, whether, after all, Miss Barry
might not turn out ¢ a flirting married
woman.’

Confessing she had no nght to the
merit of bearing an_absence well, which
was just going to terminate, Alicia men-
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tioned Lady Anne Aubrey’s r‘é'c.overj?- as

a reason for Lord St. Lawrence’s speedy
return. Much of the bright colour which,
while she spoke, restored its charm to
her cheek, was due to shame at her own
forced dissimulation ; but it passed very
well as a blush of mere modesty, and
her gay companion, without questioning
its nature, flew off into other conversa-
tion. ' s

Their twelve o’clock breakfast, always
prolonged by Lady Donnington into the
very middle of the day, was not half

over, when the introduction of a milliner .

from'Paris with a rehearsal of wedding
finery, privileged Alicia in seeing the
postman crossing the square. Having
pronounced a general sentence of ap-
probation upon all the articles her ele-

gant friend selected, she confessed eager-

ness to know whether her father would
arrive that day, and, leaving the room,
hastened to'meet her expected letters in
her own apartment. iy
Not a quarter of an hour afterwards,
Lady Donnington was summoned by

#
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Miss Barry was, after she received the
first account that she was recovered, but
did not wish to have her Ladyship sum-
moned. She rang a third time, when
she saw Doctor Scarborough’s carriage
drive off to hear that his prescription
had been limited to quiet and no society
except such as might soothe the sufferer
without putting too hard a restraint upon.
her salutary indulgence of sorrow.

Lady Donnington remained therefore
writing notes ‘in her own dressing-room,
not in the least inclined to intrude upon
the desolate mourner without an invita-
tion. . .

Alicia meanwhile soon dismissed her
humbler attendants, whom curiosity had
at first collected and better feelings de-
tained, that she might give full way to
those natural bursts of grief which were
necessary to relieve her burthened heart.
Remembering only her father’s indulgent
temper, she accused herself of many
faults towards him for which she now
‘asked pardon of her heavenly Parent,
weeping afresh to think he was snatched .
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from life at the moment in which his
strongest desire was on the point of being
gratified.

Conscious to the sincerest wish of
omitting no duty, either to her father’s
memory or to her bereaved mother, nay,
yearning for home, she believed herself
called upon to quit England directly,
that she might have a chance of attend-
ing the regretted remains to the grave.
A confused sense of difficulty and per-
plexity consequent upon this sudden
death came over her, as she recollected
the half confidences of her mother before
her engagement with Lord St. Lawrence,
and Colonel ‘Barry’s extravagant joy
afterwards. Such a recollection made

her doubly anxious to get back to Ire- -

land ; for, young and humble-minded as
she was, she felt the power within her of
acting better in certain emergencies than
her mother was ever likely to do. In
truth, she dreaded some hasty appeal
from theé latter to her future son-in-
1aw, which, situated as Alicia now was

N 8.

1
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with him, might compromise the family
respectability to Lady Anne Aubrey.
But how was Alicia to get back to her
country ? She could not travel alone.
Only a short fortnight ago, her affianced
Lord St. Lawrence would have been the
first friend to whom her heart would haye
turned with implicit trust in the disinte-
restedness and propriety of all his deci-
sions ; now she feared to rely upon him,
The eyil habit of his character, self.indul-
gence, had been too painfully unveiled
by the late disclosures, to give her full
confidence in his seeming change: she
durst not ask him to advise and act for
her. She must determine for herself,
All at once she remembered that as
the two houses of parliament were on
the eve of breaking up, many Irish fami-
lies would even now be on the wing for
their own country. If any one of them
could take charge of her to the coast and
across the Channel, her difficulties would
be over., Travelling any length of way
afterwards, would be no hardship to one
who! felt every spot of ground in her
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native land almost a home. .She had
already exchanged her French maid with
Lady Donnington for a supernumerary
English one (a steady; elderly woman) ;
and in her company she believed she
might very well proceed even from Dub-
lin to Waterford.

Lord St. Lawrence, indeed, might de-
sire to have his future bride travel other-
wise ; but until she were his wife, it was
not possible for her to accept the attend-
ance either of himself or his servants.
She knew, however, that he was prepared
to part with her'for a time; and as the
common forms of society would of them-
selves have obliged two engaged persons
to put off their marriage upon the death
of a parent, she felt with thankfulness
that she should now be spared the morti-
fication of making excuses to the world
for the delay of their union. Thus was
a drop of sweetness cast info her bitter
cup of present sorrow.

Having finally determined upon her
plans, and as moments were precious to
her, she sent a message to Lady Don-

SR
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the heart was not their source. Strange
to say, she remembered with more grati-
tude the whispered commiseration of her
late companions, who, if they unwisely
expressed their sorrow for ¢ the poor
gentleman dying away from his family,”
said it in a tone of true and gratifying
sympathy.
* Checked and chequered as Alicia’s
fate now was with Lord St. Lawrence,
still it was a matter of joy to think that
her father believed her earthly happiness
secured ; and assuring Lady Donnington
that she felt this, endeavoured to recover
the power of speaking distinctly. Sobs
and sighs at length stifled, and impetuous
bursts changed into merely trickling
tears, she was able to state her wishes
and her plans with regard to Ireland, and
to request that a letter might be written
to Lord St. Lawrence, informing him of
her sudden loss. The utmost of her abi-
lity that day would be to write to her
mother. _

This address met with the ‘most favour-
able reception from Lady Donnington.

N J
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¢ The dress of dismals,” asshe constantly
termed mourning, was as little pleasurable
to look on as to wéar: nor was even Miss
Barry’s lovely face half so lovely, she
thought, “when pale and poky,’ as when
all lighted up with colour and animation.
Lady Donnington had not therefore the
smallest objection to offer against her
young friend’s immediate return; espe-'
cially as Lord St. Lawrence’s jféte of
lamps could not be expected without
Miss Barry, and as every body was going .
out ‘of town. She consented with the
best grace imaginable to begin a tour of
enquiries after a proper chaperon for her ;
and as it became Lady Donnington to do
every thing properly, insisted upon send-
ing with her a clever old servant, who
was never employed by his lady except
as a courier at home and abroad.

""This point settled, and a few more
spiritless exhortations offered, the fine
lady hurried out of the gloom into the
sunshine; leaving a sad heart to feel its
desolation, at first painfully, then grate-
fully, when turning to ome great Com-
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many of these were betrayed by good-
natured indignation into the misdemeanor
of betting), asserted that, in spite of every
contre temps, Miss Barry would be Lady
St. Lawrence by the end of a year. .

Lord Lewis Rivers and Sir Edgar Tre-
vor were the leaders of these adverse par-
ties.  Lady Donnington refused to bet
even a pair of gloves with eitheriof her
rival pets ; but Miss Everleigh wasrdeep
in pledges on the side of Lord Lewis;
and her mother went about exultingly
repeating, that she never knew a marriage
take place — at least, not a. Iucky one—
which was put off by a death.”

- Such were the circulating specuTatlons
when the mail wascarrying into Wiltshire
the. two letters from  Grosvertor-Square.
By the time Lord St. Lawrence arrived

in town, all dust and disorder, from a-

journey performed almost at full gallop
with four horses to the lightest of car-
riages, half the young ladies there, were
dressing their feathers to fly at him again.
. The probability of meeting Lord St.
Lawrence once more at the opera, and in

L



COMING OUT. ~ Ll

the parks, and afterwards at houses in the
country, without Miss Bat%'y on his arm,
again set hearts beating; just as they
beat for the Marquis of Ullswater, the
Duke of Lochinvar, and other such un-
fortunate fortunates, who mugt often doubt
the quantity of their individual attractions.
It was now known that Miss Barry was
going directly to Ireland, and that deco-
rum must prevent her lover from attend-
ing her thither: indeed, if the Colliton
cause came ony perhaps his Lordship
might have to remain and look after his
own character, instead of following his
fair betrothed : yet, with all this, some of
the young ladies, more good-natured than
Miss Barry, conscious that they would
have taken him sans character at first,
felt animated by the thought, that if her
coldness should lose, their kindness might
win him. Lord St. Lawrence, however,
did not give them a sufficient number of
opportunities : he went nowhere after he
reached town but from his own house to
Lady Donnington’s.

The.meeting between him and Alicia
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hensive feeling, that she trusted there
would be no perplexity in affairs that
were always managed for her father by
agents still employed; that of course
her brother would be allowed to come
home and take possession of his estates ;
and that, until then, she supposed thmgs
would go on as usual.

Lord St. Lawrence took alarm at hm
embarrassed manner. Far from guessing
that she shrunk from bringing her mother
and him in contact on money matters,
not from want of affection for him, but
from just dread of the former’s humbling
deficiencies, he construed this evasion of
his offer unfavourably, and asked, with
some agitation, whether he had not lost
his best friend in Colonel Barry? —whether -
he might trust to the letter written only
an hour previous to the receipt of the sad
news from France ?

¢« Your best friend !’ repeated Alicia,
pressing her hand upon her heart, as if to
say, < your firmest friend is here.”—Tears
of tender reproach burst out with the.
words, — tears more precious to Lord St.
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Lawrence than any he had ever started
in her eyes. He seized her hand. — <« I
have no right to make a merit of ending
a suspense as painful to myself as to you,”
she continued, with deeply-suffusing
cheeks—<< O no! Frederick. I will hence-
forth think only of your generous conduct
to me, and forget every thing else. I am
sure my mother will let me act as I think
best, now that my dear father—" (she
paused to recover voice)—< therefore, by
the time my mourning is over 2

« And how long will that time be?”’

Alicia hesitatingly said it was usual
to mourn twelvemonths for a parent.

That Lord St. Lawrence should com-
bat this implied resolution, and after much
earnestness at first, and persuasiveness at
last, obtain the victory over a gentle heart
already softened, is not to be doubted.
His next effort was to know how soon he
might follow her to Castle Barry, there to
recommence that free companionship of
engaged hearts and plighted hands, which
would be his only solace while waiting
for the termination of the six months she
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devoted to respectful memory of her
father. : 5 i

Alicia was again embarrassed when she
intimated that delicacy and propriety
would not allow her to resume such happy
companionship uttil the pending discus-
sion were over, and his character either
left without attaint, or sufficiently cleared
to warrant a virtuous woman in accepting
him before the whole world. He heard
the mortifying sentence in silence : then,
after short parley with himself, and i
something of his ordinary cheerfulness,
acknowledged he ought to bless his fate,
not quarrel with it. Assuredly, Lord St.
Lawrence thought, as imperious man is
apt enough to do, that where he saw he -
had so much influence, he would soon be
enabled to exert more; trusting to the
 humility and passionateness of his letters,
for winning off some part of this probably-
lengthened period.

While the sudden death of Colonel
Barry was one of the subjects talked of
in the parks and in opera boxes, a great
deal of sincere sympathy was excited for
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verence to higher powers; that interest
in times past, because they were dear to
the chronicler, which is received as a tes-
timonial of affection; and that attentive
observation of the habits and infirmities

of older persons, which stamps upon the

young the character of judiciousness and
sensibility. Perhaps Lady Anne, recently
acquamted with the risk she had once
run of having a Roman Catholic of low
origin imposed upon her relationship, was
not the less eager to secure a gentleman’s.
daughter for the mistress of Grey Friars.
Much as she now desired to see her in-
stalled in that noble mansion, she was not
inclined to dissuade her either from the
purpose of immediately joining her mo-
ther, or of mourning half a year for her

father. Both resolutions, she thought,

were honourable to the womanly charac-
ter; the latter especially, as testifying no
haste to secure a splendid marriage, and
as a proof of confidence in her nephew’s
honour and attachment.

Alicia’s answer to such a letter was, of

~course, full of feelings calculated to raise
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loved of his heart at the end of a fort.
night, when the two houses would break
~ up. With this prospect before him, he

was not bnly able to endure the:thought
of their being soon divided by the Irish
Channel, but to bear the vexation of being
hastily summoned on business of vital in-
terest to a friend, at a place fifty miles
oft'; still, however, he flattered himself he
should return long ere Alicia might be :
called to join Lady Conolly and her
daughters, who were at a house fifteen
miles on the road to Holyhead. |

In this hope he was disappointed. Lady
Conolly was induced, from family reasons,
to hasten her departure ; and Alicia had:
but a few hours’ notice ere she hurried
herself’ and her maid to have every thing
ready for reaching the place appointed
that night. They were to sleep atsthe
house of Lady Conolly’s friends, so as to
set off with the dowager and her daugh-
ters early the next morning. Lady Don-
nington had an engagement with her
brother at his villa on the opposite side
of London; and having to remain the
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did, too late most likely for coming to the
temporary residence of Lady Conolly.
She was writing to him, that he might at
least find a letter from her, when the
coming in of the post called her attention
first to a few melancholy lines from Flora,
expressing their mother’s earnest desire
to have her home, with Lord St. Lawrence
Jor her escort ; and then to a small packet
directed in the hand of Mrs. Beresford..
The post-mark of an English port, at
first, made Alicia’s heart beat. Shefancied
her friend was come to England 5 but
quickly = discerning the words ¢ ship-
letter”” upon the cover, she’guessed it had
come by some vessel intervening between
the ordinary periods of despatching re-
gular mails. It was opened, therefore,
with calmed spirits. There was some-
thing inclosed in the letter, which, put-
ting aside unlooked at, Alicia hastened to
read what seemed, from its serawled cha-:
racters, to have been penned in the great-
est haste. ' ;
No language can describe the amaze-
ment and horror with which she perused
the following :
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treatiespersuaded her: iobligingseompa.
nions to'continue theirintentior of'setting
off. “* Shee  took” everyproposed rémedy
for .nervous: head-ache: which maids and
mistresses presented'in place'of breakfast; .
and ‘forcing smiles, that 'she might:look
less wretched than colourless cheeks had
- made her; succeeded in'getting: rapidly
‘on‘in theroad to Bangor.: © = oo
"' The party had reached the place ‘where
they meéant to sleep ‘the first night;'and
had ' already 'parted for their different
rooms, ‘when first the sound: of wheels
- whirling into the inn-yard by horsesat
full gallop, and ‘then the voice of Lord
St. Lawrence, went from the ear to the
heart of Alicia. She had dreaded this
probable act of hisy yet now shecaught
at the hope of its being'a proof of, inno-
cence'; and though she sunk upon a/seat
when ‘she first heard him, almost lifeless,
she could not be said to wish'he had not
followed ‘her. - So imperfect’is our best
petformanes of every bounden duty! o
do'we all, ‘and always:come short of what
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Lord St. Lawrence’s face crimsoned to
the very brow: it might be the flush of
conscious guilt, or it might be the glow
of generous indignation. Alicia’s senses
were too disordered for right judgment.
“ e T see,” he exclaimed, ¢ that it is no
longer the question about my private
happiness that I am to strive for: every
~ part of my character is attacked; and

whether clearing zhat, is or is not import-
ant to your future peace, it is a duty I
owe  myself, to take measures for my
vindication.  You remember my convers-
_ation with you upon the subject of my
life in Geenoa : you have my aunt’s more
explanatory letter ; send them to your
friend, and tell her, such is the-amount of
my offences against my fellow-creatures
knowingly committed. My sins against.
my Creator he alone may estimate and
mercifully pardon.. I demand from this:
lddy the most explicit statement of the:
fabricated tale by which she is duped;
producing names, and dates, and places,:
which you may refer to yourself; either:
to acquit or confound me. Meanwhile,
P 3 :
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since yow now own, that you doubt what
solately -you ‘appeared to believe — my
truthin narrating the Italian affair,—Iwill
immediately eross over to the Continent,
find' out the Marchesa'Isola Bella, and
every other' person connected with that
fatal period of ‘my life, that jyou may
have their 'testimony. - My “first confes-
sions substantiated, and this last accusa-
tion disproved, at least I may venture to
challenge the respect due to truth.” "
‘Alicia knew not whether she were most
awed «or penetrated’ by Lord St. Law-
rence’s manner : he spoke with a severity
of tone which proclaimed the ascendancy
of wounded honour over passion; and .
for the moment she felt as if they had
changed situations. = But her friend’s ‘ad-
juration' to beware of his 'consummate
hypocrisy, and the powerful ' eircum-
stance of the confidence which criminated
him being made almost on a death-bed;
by one who' knew 'nothing of his: new'
attachment, suddenly re-appeared-in her
mind; and darkened its hasty comfortﬁ-
She tried to speak: audftﬂy\ b IomspeEe
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“ You may challenge then any senti-
ment you choose. It will be your turn
to dictate — perhaps to quit: — I cannot
— do not expect otherwise’’ — (gasping as

she spoke). — « But even with such a
* stroke hanging over me, I may not repent.
what L iam now doing. - Dreadful doubts!
have been forced upon me.—1 should ill
deserve: and ill return the affection of an
honourable man if T could give him my
hand while a shade remained upon' his
character. in my secret thoughts.— O
Frederick ! had it been your rank and
accomplished mind only that I loved!-—""

- Lord St. Lawrence turned on her with
an illuminated countenance : the bright
look melted into tenderness as he stood
gazing on her. Some impulse he checked
for drawing back, he said in a gratified,
agitated tonie:—< No! I will not try my
power over : that soft and lovely nature:
Your scruples:shall be satisfied: I will
earn & full acquittal before I reclaim my
rightei— butnow=— surely you will not
sendme:away- without some’ conditional
engagement betweén usiz— Will younot

P 4
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BiHE DIl et

ing his head back from hef} (

« My head is not hurt 1 he
length, answeung her repeated enqumes.
with much effort : ¢ the blow was here”
(pressing 1 his hand on his heart) « Why:
did you show me that picture, Alicia?
How did you come by it?”> The pure
angmsh of his tone changed into sur-
prise, doubt, and wilder emotion, when
she hurrymgly said where it came from,
and who it represented He snatched it
_into his own hand, and looked at it agam
;'-"’mtently ;s

Never before had Alicia seen such an
expression in the countenance of Lord St.
Lawrence. All that he had ever felt for
herself, appeared slight when compared
with the passionate agony with which he
gazed upon that dumb image of another.
His emotion convicted him ; and faintly
“exclaiming ¢ It is enough! > she endea-.
voured to reach the door. Without ob-
~ serving her movement, Lord St. Lawrence
continued fixed upon_ the picture, mut-.
termg over 11: some broken sentences, 1_n
R D
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which the name of Lorenza was audible.
Alicia hesitated; and sinking deathlike
upon a seat, demanded the name of the
person whom that portrait represented.

« Lorenza!” was the deeply s1gh1ng
answer.

¢ Lorenza !> she repeated doubtmg
now even Lord St. Lawrence’s least-
governed expressions, — ¢ in Brazil | —
Italian—not French!—

«“] can give you no explanatlons,” he:
returned. ¢ I am all bewildered, and —
shaken !'— The' 51ght of that face—it was
painted for me when she was — O no'*
when I thought her — all, all mine, —

He broke off again, and again looked in-
tently upon the picture. .

Although the present discovery, by
identifying the unfortunate woman inBra-
zil with his Ttalian love, reduced the num-
berof Lord St. Lawrence’sreputed victims,
it threw a sad suspicion upon the truth of
his first narration; and testified, that, how-
ever he might have acted towards ler,
the object of his ‘early attachment yet
retained ‘a strong hold upon his heart.
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cernment and veracity, Alicia would not
admit that she could be duped by pre-
tended injuries, or led to exaggerate their
account. She thought of the Marchesa’s
after’ attachment to Lord St. Lawrence,
together with her recent conduct, and the
idea of her wilful falsehood rushed in
with the thought. She hastily suggested
this possibility, and her reasons for ima-
gining it. '

At first Lord St. Lawrence’s colour
changed repeatedly, while he stood listen-
ing to her with fixed eyes and lips com-
pressed, mastering contending feelings ;
but suddenly discarding whatever agitat-
ing possibilities she had conjured up; he
refused toadmit theirlikelihood; referring
to the letter from Manzoni which he had
himself seem, and the abode of Lorenza’s
parents, which he had himself visited. He
added to this a repetition of his purpose
to go directly to the Continent for au-
thentic proof of all he said, and then to
embark for Brazil, and dare the pang of
meeting as an enemy, her whom he owned
he had loved beyondall that their gentler-
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hearted sex could imagine.  Clinging to
the only mode of reconciling two widely-
different histories, Alicia persisted in sug-
gesting doubts of what he maintained to
have been proved ; and when he turned
upon her with the agitating question of
¢« And if it were so, what must be the
conclusion ?” answered faintl yihe Our se-
paration for life!”

Much disordered discussion fol]owed
during which Lord St.Lawrence obtained
her promise to wait a year ere she endea-
voured to uproot all affection for him. If
after that period he could satisfy her upon
every point of the present ‘charge, and
prove himself traduced by Lorenza, then
she engaged to restore to him both her
heart and hand. But if Lorenza were
found to have been the injured one, de-
famed by the Marchesa, her brother, ‘and
their creatures, there was but one line of
conduct by which Lord St. Lawrence
could manifest ‘the smcenty of his pefm-
tence for his first crime. " !

Whatever were the passions roused and
wrestling in the mind of Lord ‘St. Law-
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point of his character was self-love : he
could bear much from a beloved person ;
every thing from their mere caprice of
humour or infirmity of temper : but once
led seriously to doubt their degree of
affection, and he was transported out of
himself. He now tore off the disputed
memorial without speaking, and thrusting
it into her hand, rushed hastily. from her
presence.  Almost the next moment she:
heard the carriage, which had been all
this time in waiting, drive off. Lord St..
Lawrence was gone | .
Miserably mistaken by each other, as
is mearly always the case when. two
hearts, once linked together, begin to
doubt their mutual truth, they had parted
at last without show of tenderness or
regret. Whether they were ever to meet
again, and if they did, how they might
meet, were questions Alicia’s labouring
heart vainly asked. 'This long interview:
had terminated without producing any
satisfactory result. Except by the effects
wrought upon her feelings by Lord St.
Lawrence’s stormy sensibility, she felt no



*
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alteration in her salutary apprehension of
his truth. = Mrs. Beresford’s warning was
as worthy of attention as before, The
powerful emotion of Lord St. Lawrence,
upon seeing the picture, proved that it
had either awakened his conscience or
revived a justly-smothered tenderness. It
might ‘be a portrait of Lorenza; or it
might represent a second vietim, whom he
chose not to acknowledge. There was
no following the labyrinths of deception
nor indeed of laying suspicion asleep,
when the whole happiness of a woman’s
life was connected with the object of en-
quiry. - No situation could be more cruel
than our poor heroine’s. - She could not
* resolve upon using every effort to banish
him from her thoughts, lest she should’

thus wean her slowly-gained affections

- from one who deserved them with over-
flowing measure, and might hereafter ap-

pear to claim them. ' She feared to brood:

over the sweet hope of his justifieation and

of his constancy, lest he might only have

made' their  parting 'scene a pretext for

Lol 208 (O RN
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breaking with her, and so evading those fu-
ture explanations which he might know he
never could give. At no moment did she
suspect the veracity of his passion for her-
self : yet if he merited Mrs. Beresford’s
bad opinion; he would be more likely to
banish the smart of that, by seeking a
new objeetiof adoration, or new pleasures,
than byy pursuing such things as were
redeeming and. praiseworthy. - It was
a dreadful thought, that of helping to
alienate a human soul from its highest
duties! Alicia dwelt on it trembling and
awe-struck ; but when she remembered
. what hand was  always stretched out,
ready to guide and uphold all whe would
accept it; she felt her own weakness in
the first thought. .

.. Besides ' these ways of losing her
affianced St. Lawrence, there were others .
equally) dangerous. = Pride and resent- \
tent, if he were unjustly accused, might
atronce quench affection : or during his
long absence in search of decuments, the
want:of letters from-her; and the habit of
thinking of her as his future wife, being
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_acquired, and many a taste indulged to
excess, which the sanctuary of a quiet
 home would have protected her from.
Their misjudging fondness or pride had
 therefore entailed upon her both sorrow
and self-blame ; and in this aweful mo-
ment, .communing with her own soul,
she lamented: with filial tears the faults of
her earthly parent. But he was gone
tor his dread saccount s and the Chris-
tian - danghter, humbled ‘by ‘her''own
errors, felt that, for him as for her, ‘there
was one (covering mercy,ample enough,
ik saught for, to hlde the sms of a
orld =
Ahma rose ﬁom he1 sleepless bed on]y" |
fos igetsinto: the carriage which was to
. convey ther: fap from places and persons
which::i she ‘could ‘no longer ' behold
without canguish.: - Her  travelling ‘com-
. pamions ~were luckaly always barreir of
subjects: for  conversation ‘when' passmcr.i
through ! mere: country«y ‘and 'she herself]
now indifferent! to: Ie?verya ‘outward’ object .
was privileged: in remaining silent.'
- iHief unehamgmg sadness: and ‘frequent

.,‘.
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sighs, during her short land and sea jour-

ney, were of course attributed to her.
recent loss and late par’tin'g none guessed
the complicated misery which oppressed

her ; namely, the conviction that her con-

duct would give her mother the severest

disappointment, and might produce the

most disastrous consequences to their

family affairs, now left without a guide.

She felt, too, a presentiment that she and

Lord St. Lawrence were parted for ever.

His precipitate anger had added to the
bar between them. If her father’s cir-

cumstances were involved, she could

never make advances towards a reconei-
liation, should after-discoveries render

that desirable and warrantable : and he

had gone from her, "avowing too much

resentment and suspicion of her attach-

ment, for such an after-attempt upon his .
side.

When she remembered, therefore, the
many instances of his generous affection
and his seeming hankness, her heart
melted, and she was ready to accuse her-
self of exacting perfection, and refusing
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Wg sighs, and halfwhispered  qres-
dionis: 1 Yet” 'she often’ ‘pressed Flora
‘against” het ‘side, ‘and" sealed " herlips-in
‘distressed’ t&’tlencetﬁpbrr‘itﬁeffhmd that
Held hersi'She' grieved: mwaidiyﬂsmb
‘ortients; wher ‘told’ she had' cone 100
fﬁt'e”fhf Ter futher’s fanerali ool
119" Mys. Barry “coupled  heér' 'sobbmg “aic-
count of this solemn ceremony with'an
'éarnest' 'wish that ‘their “dear Lord' St.
Tawrence ‘could have come ‘over to'it;
éﬁtjﬁmng why he Had ot attenddastits
~ betrothed to Castl"e [B‘farry, and whéﬁ h% :
‘was'to Jb‘m ithetn: Dot e
“ATicia’s Tips for some' time: wc'nld not
*ﬁﬁélma, -and ‘when they did, she' had
E’mé’ly ‘voice to falter out that hewas
‘gotie upon ‘the Continent on' business of
ﬁhe ‘utmost’ importance, which it was
ossible for him to delegate to anothers
tﬁfﬁf‘ef ‘course her mourning, 'if' nothing
else’did, must put a stop to certain pre.
parations for a: while; therefore his forced
%bsém:e was niot o be so'much ‘regretted.
o Afrer” uﬁténﬁgs theése “disjointed ' sen-
%ﬂée&r she sc“&reeiy ‘heard” he:r mo‘ther"s
i 5 B HSVIG




vexediexclamation,iand Flora’s:idoleful
one; for her head:wasiabsolutelyidizzy
with thieleflorts sheirhad-mades:ithat she
sight miot suddenlyoshockizher dfflicted
relations-with the blow-she:iwas fated:to
ivel sthemd i The  ‘present;wast notitthe
m&ﬁkngt went for any/grievous: disclesuresvhich
iight beidelayed they weresifuitasuwt
prepared for ity and'she feltrtoainjuohy
to enter willingly wpon'| detail§ifivhich
st teat er dieart in piecesi woqu avil
hiBvading direct veplies fo severalidifee

* questions;vand | suffering thereohvased
counltenance o beiinterpreted asimagins
atiori“chose, 'shebegged to set thélsubjecs
of hér Gwireoneerns: aside forthdteven
ifig at Teastiothat she might ‘giveiquitted
attention to those of .moveqgenkrabring
ferest. ©1 Masl<Barvy’ immediatelyivitvent
itito “Histoties: of "her.* residenced mbroady
andofher Tutd husband’s! voxatiowus: visit
to' Jartiaicapdistlosing, whileushesdidisos
circinistancesihithetto sanknown o toher
datighter g witich thoughe it wassdone
with toe°liftte ‘@6nnection oriexplanation
for' thié Tafteio osee exadtlyevehat] thej:

* 2
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might!issuavin, openedcher: eyes.to their
probable tonsequences.so | 1o 1wl on)
sConfidently veckoning: upoiiithelcoun-
Sélialid: assistance:ofla new son, i Mis.
Barvy!fwvas . in some ‘degree justified: in
trbating family: difficulties ather: ightly.
Shelreverted to the involved state of the
Wiest India property, ‘which musti render
h&rﬂjﬁmﬂirﬁsh nullity for the present
chedrfully=professing hep: willingness to
live upon her:dear: Alicia in! England,
until Tord St »Lazmgmce?& -kindness, had
feleasedsthe estates: for Marcus, by loan
oni'securityl; meanwhile; she- could let
Castle-Barry;-as thab Wﬁédgﬂ ). her for
life;/andithedncome arising from it would
doi for;Flora’simasters, and other mele],yj-
pnrsénais‘zexzpences i 5
indAliciplgave mo mtermpino to &}mse
pﬂmzﬁmbpmposals .15:Whilst her.mother
was? gmﬁma]:lry fmgeﬁﬁpg’ h@r husband-u; :
reviving:ranticipations ) and
amusement shie satefixed in silent misery;
pierced cby the unavoidable; arpEre};e,nsmn
@fﬁmgmhgr’s;: deficiencies s jconscious
theats LiordySt.: m%@eswogléﬁnlﬁhaw
. Q 3







ounhigh ﬁbodg’m,d md(m:mﬂrfm
for> the “perishing «cbjects -of | desite, and
amfibition: | and if}| instead of this; it:leave
s stilbdooking only! to’arworld of vas
nities; solely! engrossed by -the care.of
#taining lasiahany ' of ﬂ;mmh{mpoﬁdﬂm
how are we to expéct the, plague to be
myed;xrmkﬂmawdmmg' thundhm to, be
hidved 2idt To znnid) adt o visios honmo!
ot Agw Alicia I’falﬁeﬁmgly’ :a‘eeommended
- thoughts rantd | views more, consotant to
theit! present:circumstances;;than .such
as“depended ‘upon:a mere mortal, arm,
Flora’s-sympathetic: looks! acknowledged
theirinfluencej but her mother exclaimed
pathetically -against. such: “very melan:
¢holy ssentiments’ in a young, person,’’
Guite! incapable  of ‘believing that-they
werefull of ceonsolation' to.. these who
trusted: in- them; and were- glﬁomygmﬂy .
to sidhias mever temembered: their Hea~
venly Father until he smote &he . &hﬁ _‘
concluded, «that' her favoured 1!3141,%'1[1:811 3
was mot of alcheetfulicharacter.:  ioy o0
o Seme words indicative of!this; opinion
fellfvom:-her lips: 38 they werte sitting.
Q 4
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the housesr* There had:ben®® Pause in
conveisagion; darlhgt whichoAliciaway
looking roumd; apoi” every fimilidr

with brimming eyes. The®t6esléction
of ‘what® Heremiothiet had ¥aid b Ktfing
Castle! Bariy, tnd }hﬁtflm.%l:"éﬁ?é

- wentilikeo ativarrew fto ther hewty $he
started” upy: covering her face Wil heg
handkérchief,"and- hurtied away to 6wets
come the rhiofentary pafig'by rsel 107
- Blotawfdllowed  her info 'the ‘ehpel
room, Shithiesshie had’ igone, fiot!seeig!
where 2she owent > This 'Yoom;’ $6'21ikE
Lord 8t Lawrence’s  favourite parltir’ 46
Grey Friars'; L sthe idea of hif banished
from it by her rigid justice; ~Zhe
thought lof: strangers® dwelling 4ioHer
homey==the recollection ‘of &1l assotidted
withiitysand  with that' world ‘which ‘Had!
caused every!sorrow she “wastndwolas
menting, at once’pressed tupon hier hehs!
with a:foree: she could niotresistsd Burst’
followed burstioftinguish, whilé ler Head!
lay supported.on 'ﬁhe-'bréas%ﬁtsﬁfﬁéiﬁ?oﬁ& ,
sister, .whasé ‘whispered: ' conSelatiof




%m%mnaMmmm
ment, and, the.ample power of:Lord
§‘B angenceadT zoys pnimmid diiw
nﬁﬁﬁa&w%m herin sad ! stillness,
wasin;her heart, while Flora’s
Wﬂﬁ Wﬁﬂmm mﬁfwm . eloquencey
QB%!F% to.hopes and expect«
aﬂz‘ wable to.ardent and affectionate
youtilez agangkfmhﬂm Lord:Sto
Iﬂﬁ‘%@% € ﬂuﬂ"ﬁﬂgly
beseeching kﬂn sm‘nﬂt?tommgbm
subjects W&b&b%&i‘ﬁresw@ew ones;:
our; ;Rﬂgsqlwnm@maem 0l quiestion’
herqupon thes ﬂﬁeﬁwﬁﬁﬂﬂeﬂ@w
oAy, . s:mau bigit qed v 3 mof
+-Hlora rably. well qmllﬁéglr 4o
answer., mmg&hgs had- acquired- the’
habit of confiding in: her while they weres
abroad, and,;since the-Colonel’s death;-
had. regularly simpacted. -to. her severy=:
day: embarrassments,ias -they arose ;- shey
Mﬁm the desired marrative.. /!5t
dtoe &mmem
%htﬂimdﬂﬁblmﬁmmtahﬂh mmgi
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ggg& ﬂﬂdﬂlf@ﬁﬂﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬂ; Wlﬂ&l thelist eRer:
was tooigndrant of money=matters tocoms
prehend: without . instruction 3 lshe: felty
howeéver, !ithat it had Becomergxei‘hﬂut.yr
to understand them! by !some /meansiion
othier, that she might, prompt her mother
toract 'for'the ‘honour'-and welfare:of
them all; and: she admitteds that;'icirs
dasdstanied: as .they were, letting: Castle
Barry “was inevitable.o /A ‘word' judic
ciously'dropped by Alicia iquickly: rouset
the natural proud delicacy of herssister’s
characters -and,  from 'that awakening
moment;: Flora ‘was; - fromiromance: of
feeling, as ‘eager to prevent any reference
to'Lord’ St.-Lawrenee before -his actual
manfage with her 'sister, as ' the sadsuf:
feret herself. | Her agitating imaginations
ending in painful certainties, -2Alicia
beeame-outwardly composed; after which
Shd'ﬂgoined ther mothersiiciarl o doidw
““Mrs. ' Barry,  professing o avoid /dis-
ttéssmg topics that chight; if: possub'le}
entered into’ coﬂwehsaﬁ@n)abuut Donning:
ton-House “and its svisitor's suremarking
with déhght ‘herrdanghter’s exquisitely
fashioned air: mistaking, perhaps, the
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elegande: of 'deép and: mmplﬁ‘linﬂﬂmmg,
fop:the: frivolonsdistinction of whieh she
wist soldfoolishly fond, rand whichthe
nmatiral. gracewof the! figureiiit clothed
completely distanceédiiois Lo o0 o

= ¥lora noticed .only her:sister’s loml_leL
loveliness; as ssheenthusiastically and
andiblycalled! that pathetic and paler
countenance; «Till now, :she - had seen
onily] tender hﬂ'ectmns and soft sorrows
shade its brightness ;. but at this moment
she beheld it either grasped by stronger
,fﬁehngkmr fixed -in sad abstraction 3 it
was; thereforey:a face of «deeperiinterest
to ‘her't:and-her ardent temperament, to
which every: intense emotion-was wel<
come;smaking: such interest pleasurable;
: p:zamhed{hep&am bexng aldrmed at the
Ghﬁhge Eobpigitas 0 R F I v
ioihe: rrdepl;essmg ﬁmc&mﬂtances under
which our heroine hadreturned, together
with her rapid journey; offered & fair plea
for (retining early to her own room, and,
taking advantdge of it; she soon released
herself from: the:painful restraint of her
mother’s:and ‘sistér’s: presence. Certain
) g (sl iab



fliabrrecollectitns more’ freelyzindulged;
and pious duties performed wwith 4 -B@égg
sénse of  herown wants she gave dp)
whole thoughts to whitt: liow seemed et
appeinteditask =} of bisod beid sinild
orBy renouncing-sEordo St/ Lawienee)
She had,lin'; a « mannerpimaddokérself
xesponsible to her! familyfor ‘théfiofatiite
well-being ; and it-became:hér,theérefore,
£0 rouse ievery faculty: forthe! fnirposé 6
agtion:: ,She must now>stand for' her
ibrother in. the: breachrof stheir riiinous
fortunes ; - what: he; from: whom she-was
sparted would have done, and might-have
done, had. hei been: her; isband, at the -
moment of her father’s death:’, She: miust
:see men. of business, examine jpapers, sift
Aaccounts,.calculate contingencies;thatishé
anight | beable: to :draw outi'some cleat
Statement of .the family: Sitnation| upon
3Wbiﬁhz¢q;ga!dﬁndshénphnséfh&&ﬁ&:rgi
Until this were done, they would continue
enified, by apprehensions/whichrealid in-
-vestigation might:prove toibe hitré phab-
.toms; ‘on, at :most, eonquerablesievilss oIt
“Was: possible that theit 'West Endisn pro-
5 3
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ﬁﬁg&m@t@&nm&hﬁﬁmmdpﬁ
poutel i ﬂgan%m@htslyaam:ﬁemonr ﬁxm-
' 'mymu&ﬂhiefm sjri« pordi slodw
Alicia had heard in the,;imﬂﬂ,a:tw{@-
quently td fosget;offestates placed iri'the
‘handsiof Hrustees forithe: gradual: ﬂiqﬂi&-
ationiof just debts;with al fair ‘allowance
madefrom thémmeanwhile for the family.
Why mightfiotcsuchuan' expedient  suc-
ceedvin theits case? She knew that for
herself] amy!income;however small; upon
awhich'theyaright suppott the’appearance
ofigentility, ‘would be sufficienit, if it were
thie will of: Heaven'so tol humble thent’;
butoshe’ dreided Hher ‘mother’s stronger
aftachment:to wider indulgences, and ‘she
s t0 remembet how dittle needfiil) vy,
haiv pernicions often csuch/dndulgeénces
were, before ishes grew reldoneiled 'to ' e
prospect: nfﬂwm@tﬂﬁmﬂmgg withﬁﬁt
dheipeoo bivow veill wnob s1ow aub el
mMmuhwwhrrthmpﬁwqqu&émdmmg
-abroad ifihedisliked:qetirning to ‘a ham-
peredi estate;wagidess toobe ‘considered.
-PoorFlord would be:the gieatest sufferer:
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Englishilife] suited as il with-her-foregone!
years“as withi-her”present> anticipations=
abcatsy rate, she: could not lielp:beliéving!
shewasi ot born ' for' rank -and -richés
tooiprobably; ot for any happiness purely
ofvthis:world.«' She 'had: already - been:
eruélly ‘disappointed "in the ‘characters: of!
somestievwished: to love, and some she:
~ had leved: Jocelyn Hastings had proved
coldin his friendship 5 Lord St: Lawrence
had eitherisinned past forgiveness, or, un-|
justly=iaccused;: had wesented ! where) he/
ouglit'to have allowed for her conscien::
tious alarms ; herbrother had: long-ago:
disappointed'her hopes ;' her'mother fell
farishort “of what' their difficult circum-
stances “demanded ; family 'competence,
family honour, perhaps, family credit; was:
dissipated by their common extravagance:
Her'own share in the profuse expendi-
tiire she could’ not’ remember s without
gviefi DIt is true, she had not been  suffi-
ciently aware of ‘her ‘father’s 'straits' for
‘money, and: her-expenses were certainly
not -under ‘her own ' direction 5 but ‘she
condemned heérself for not having resisted
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late zising (kept-hen thusdong in hersleeps,
less bed;:which. formerly she used to-quit.
aty they first, sounds. of: out-door, lahour,.
Blorachad been, long expecting her, and.
one; ori-t#o of their old fﬂenswnerﬁ were,
already-waiting.in, the kitchen, asking to.
see their jewel of a young lady.” After.
 exchanging a-speaking embrace, with, her
- sisteni Adicialwould not - tast k

until:she had: s¢en ‘and shaken hands with
the old servants and, the poo peqplefr@{m
the teabins; -Eheir clamerous: Weleomes
shawe@theyaWﬁi@«lnftha secret, of ther ex-.
fi@‘eﬁgﬂ manmage Lamen*taftlons for
. Lo

| mem@; 1W91'@z mmcrled Wlth pray (
‘““the young.ma ‘c,er abroad,” and, blessa
ings iupon-her-ang

thaxf lﬁ maa, m§orrow could‘

ing Whggtey at ﬁve;‘y mex:a-'t‘_.«e»rl~ éf 4 Lox!d St.t

Lawrence, convinced them that the L VEry.
aitr| of - England, iwas;
that-of green Eﬂ,'q; el

< This. scene over: Ahc; '
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breakfasty/ill able ta relish-with /that, zest
which belongs to.every metorialof home;.
‘the well-known lozenge:shaged: biedd and;
Calknonas sfish Arinedbebelinib
midst of Gunter’s most -elaborate: compos
sitions, . By tacitagreement; noseference
was, made, to, their. recent: loss, for,Mrsd
Barry’s sake ;. who would: -not Jeaniany:
better way of enduring a husband’s:déath
than _that| of driving. him ‘outs-iof!she
thoughts. She naturally spoke -of hée
dear Alicia’s fortunate prospects’ exatt-
ing descriptions of Grey Friars;; questions
g whether she might not take.a cottagd
ornge in its neighbourhood; mearenovgh
' &ﬁhﬂl& to give her the advantage:of
Lady St. Lawrence’s carriage and icomn
pany ; and anticipating: the pleasureshe
and Flora would have in- seeingall/thd
‘Pretty, things - given  to  the; BarPsiand
tended. Every word her mother spoke
Wasa stab. to her/unhappy child, whd jet
dared : l'l_Ot expl%u;] ,mli‘y}} she iseem Qﬂ rgdlﬂg {
tosput off unpacking her iprineipal fninks
until, a; later; periods i Ms.; Barry:Wwas
rather, piqued. at, this -seeming rebiike-of
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t3oeeptance” of Tt #°The’ unfortuniate
iefim’of do‘any persons’ folly orselfish-
1988, forsgonie’ tite answered vonly. by
%éd%ﬂ%éé@?ﬁ'ﬁéééﬁiﬁé til&fid)ﬁé‘éﬁgle
 pressed her convulsed lipsupon thebrow
Uofhérydutig Siste, lin Hoken of grateful
inldess’s atid atlength having exhausted
her tears, and taken her- resolttion; ‘she
“Bade ' Flora - bun' back ‘with* her: ‘to” the
tssitel vor as onshsxd 1wov teu .gomen |
oy Wesust ind iy rother,” 'she 'said
grémulouslys« it tiderto'end this’sad
SStruggle. T¥'tiust Betold=s I'can bear
it no longer. Flora, dearest, prepate for
ﬁﬁﬁbfﬁéﬁﬂiga'?f?é'ﬁttﬁéﬁ‘ﬁﬁ Ibuit:do not blame
-wie’i7andido ot think I'did notlove Lord
St awrenice 122 She ‘hurried “her- (sister
*forward asishe spoke, who now; silenced
Obg%%ﬁﬁ@en?i‘éﬁﬁi‘éﬁéﬁﬁoﬁ}ﬁ@@ﬁthﬁe&mby
&
o

ithe “wild imanner of “Aliciaj could only

oz wbheroin atecalarmow 1oteie el

921 Mirs Baifry was forind in' tHerchapél-

“tobm,” % amusingher mind,” by spread-

2ing ot Supon ‘chairs'@ind afa«meg alt=the

%tidal fineryowhich' had come with-Alicia
R 4
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'wmmmm ﬂ&;l; -

rstiénce!%td&mlm ﬂauSeﬁgeﬁmowl@ker
snmﬁ}ﬁ@x of aicting wtherwiseioo (e
eitBlord lmmﬁoﬁmméed! tospeak sa=the
fioment Her mother forbore to dccuse)and
mshe' hadmé otlertordefend, self’ took pos-
zsessinp of Her thoughts: | She was; indeed,
 hdeeply adisappointed évery )hlgh.rmsed
expectationwas> overthrowns; - her (pride
“i#{ héroexpected’ brother’sirank-and'cha-
*saetdtpwasitterly mortified: Therewould
siiow beinoextended scene for hertoipet-
‘imméﬁpon,:‘ﬁhé’ ‘part she had allotted her-.
sgelfrid. vain' imagination ;0 apart swhich
~shisihad often' méntally reheatsed;! elate
owith expectation of ‘there displaying ‘Her
Ydisdain of common'pleasures and distine-
“6idhs19Sheowould now 'have! nothing to
Jenptyand nothing thérefore totakemerit
£6erself for renoumeing’s sherwould have
o bsuitprisedband admiring: withesses of
Her trinmphoover the otdinary-objeets!of
i@a{'lky’dés!ﬁ%» ='She Had lost; too, those in-
telle dtﬁa]::,en.;nywmim‘lﬁ which were; indeéd,
agelhave meutralised thisroveryvmeerit; by
“rendering inférior things indifferéntio:i,
-0 Floras ha&zﬁiﬁhﬁufedisomwlmbmf‘ Jher
: R 6 :
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along in joyous troeps over the fields of
pleasure.

It was, gradual]y d1scovered that ;no
one heard from Lord St. Lawrence, and
no one 'saw him upon the Continent;
that is, he was in none of the capitals and
at none of the baths.  Lady Anne Au-
brey had almost entrenched herself in her
country-house, refusing to admitacquaint-
ance, and requesting. her friends never
to introduce the subject of her nephew
or  Miss Barry. Upon these facts;a
titled romanece-writer immediatelyerected
a, most, imposing story... Upon. her au-
thority it was whispered that Lord St.
Lawrence and Miss Barry, had turned.
out to be brother and sister, therefore
could met. marry—(no.one,cared, what
became of poor: Mrs. ‘Barry’s character
meanwhile)s . Lord St.. Lawrence: had
put himself out of the world,to-a cern
tainty.., In what manner 2. was the quesr.
tion.agitated, - The. original inventor,of
the tale. asserted  he. had. shot himself;
but:the greater. numberiinclined. toithe
opinion;:of _his - haying turned Roman
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- epistle that the whisper of Colonel Barry’s ‘
involved circumstances was no longer a
» whisper, Alicia could scarcely doubt that
it -had reached Lady Anne Aubrey, and,
through: her; Lord St. Lawrence. Al-
‘though she would have refused the help
ofieithery it must be owned she felt,with
distempered sensibility their utter neglect.
At times she fancied it would be wise in
herito acéeptlit as a proof that, whether
or not cleared in his reputation, Lord St.
Lawrence meant not to seek a renewal of
their engagement.  Yet she feared to/in-
jure both him and herself by acting upon
such angimagination. It was probable,
that if determined to break with her,
whether from resentment or a conscious-
ness of guilt, he might have forbidden all
mention of her name in the letters of his
correspondents ; or his high-minded aunt,
mortally offended by a second act of he-
sitation on Miss Barry’s part, or doubtful
herself of her mephew’s truth, might re-
solve to remain quiescent. Alicia was
just enough to admit that there was suf:
ficient ' mystery in this second break
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tempt by Mr: Boylélto. makeher compre-
 hend:that she must rise and rémoye from
the ‘house, rshe: fell: tol the: gnm:md; TEeo-
_vering :from successive fainting fitsonly
ft@}feeiswrth a sensation-of relief that she
s Jagain: lomng the sense of suffering in
bledsed oblivionails bug zeaiisil 1o snane
"«(Mrs: Baity was 'pejfande*smp})@ﬂmijl
her loud grief} both by Mr: Boyle’s:pre-
sence' (who had been hastily summoned)
and by her: daughter’s: incapacity: toract.
The sight of that daughter utterly bereft
of power, ralarmed her maternal ias well
as' personal fears: the disgracésand mi-
sery of their'actual situation was lost /in
‘terror lest she should never recover her
intellect. And when at lengthl she saw
. her umhappy child standing and hreath-
ing, though for a long time with ﬁ&hiﬁe
semblance of life as a marble image; |
entreaties that- she would-not: aband
herself’ to. despair, were mixed-with: pm
mises of struggling henceforwards against
‘her!owniweakness: lzinnitzg il
- Flora stearless and: aghast, glided;in,
ghost-like silence (and swiftness in every
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T

direction; as: Mr.o Boylel promptedy «for
‘their squicker removal-:/sorrows: fob cher
sister’s state:wa$ bounid! up 'in the ain aze-
“ment of itheir! principal- grief': every.
faculty’ she possessed: was: intent:upon
- ithe'onelgreat objeet of getting: from -this
scene of distress and shame. ' Mr. Boyle
‘continued: talking of“the effect a public
seizure! of property would produce upon
(e other creditors, stimulating both mo-
‘therand ‘daughters toshelter themselves
from further ‘mischief by flying to-the
{Tsle sof ‘Man;,:to which @ vessel was pro-
vidéntially going tosail from the- port:of
‘Wexford  almost ' immediately.) There
‘wag o> alternativeso delay. might risk
‘every thing: | It was known that Mrs.
‘Barry ‘meant: to:embark atCork «for
“Erances 'and if any | creditor; wished o
‘arrest ther -person,: by taking different
Jcourse; and going to the sanctuary island,
theit ! merciless ‘scheme:would | be frus-
Wlié'mgd.ai;zm:*;tf}":)i)ﬁ‘ gt Yo poEi
Alicia’s extinguishing facultiesblazed
up for/ymoment; dsif only to.comprehend
and assent to this proposal, when repeated
‘ T 6
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 she were!tight; -heiwas.not .3 friend, she
givéoa shiver cof abhorrence, and,;af;
 tempted:tohurry Alicia forward. . o7,
- But Hastings, for. it was.he w
followed: them. from,
 arrested' s her. moyement, (DY,
n'a tone of irresistible supplica
not! iy fiom; an;old friend, Flora, ¢
lere ipurposely. to see know
wlhiat:you think ;me ; -bu n explain
every thing, I bring a. packet from
MacBoyled?s i zow msdd 19ado of diaf
.« The: enfecbled; Alicia, at ouce,con:
led. by, the. sgund of
ard, and; onge fancied
Ain, a scene never to
be: forgatt red and sunk, aganst
hercsister, whom the na o; of, Mr. Boyle
had sagain: stopped in her progress, ; She
kept faintly repeating, . ¢ Take meaway,
© take me.away!” although, neither her
own:limbs! nor Flora’s youngiarm could
support heri furthersiilos & Yo ehede adt
+Semelogs of wood lay atja short dis-
tance;»and toy these: Hastings ventured
o lead her inaespectful; silence. ;They
u 3
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possessors, until other creditors had signed
tﬁnse terms of compromise. and forbear;
ance, which had been suggested to him
to propose, and which he believed would
surely, . though slowly, - clear off every .
incumbrance ; but he became agitated

_the, fear of . distressing his equally-
gg;tated auditors, and his embarrassment
gtop;ged his utterance.

.+ Who may long questmn the cmaf'usmn
u;Ea dehcate and generous nature, when
}v;shmg to help, yet dreading to humi-
liate ? - Truth and tenderness came in
every tone of that subduing voice; and
could the countenance of the speaker
,heve been seen, its undisguised expression
pf espeetful, deep interest, would at

_once. ‘have banished all fear of his sin-
CeTity. But, alas! Alicia’s conﬁdenee ;
ieither in. her, fate, or her fellow-creatures,
‘had repewed tpo severe a wound . for
Feudden alteration. She kept shrmkmg
;ﬂlf_‘),:q{n him towards her sister, yet ;pre-

serving her eyes fixed in one direction,

as if she could | discern his countenance

i.1'.‘amllgh the gloom, attempted to breathe
U 4
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ficed’ the frightful impression made by
thé lfnexplalnéd dct éf‘ his‘ ptiagent,
14 , whﬂe, wﬁ“ﬁ

"i:h' 'ifbest pr’i’vﬂege of fnénds “that
which allows us to' identify our- interests
with the fortunes of another: Hespoke
cheerfully of affairs, which; he sdid, could
only ‘want oné ‘male friend to 'sift -the
characters of their’ men of ! busmess;(‘to .
render prosperous'; and reverting to his
sacred profession, which ‘bound vhimsto
‘the 'service of every bereaved. family,
‘entreated  to. be henceforth considered
“as 'he had been treated duﬁng thelr
chlldhood — s one of themselves..
“Floras: young and yet-unbroken heart
‘bounded to his' words. —What gratitude,
—what gladness,—what better thankful-,
‘mess'did they not awaken:! < What!sun-
.shine' had: burst ‘out upon their darkened
family ! “They  that  seeméd! abandoned
‘of every one, ‘and left asif castiashore on
. some desert rock |- ‘They. were. spokenﬁ:o
in their wilderness; of hope, : conifort,
© protection —: and 1i: waé thie’ fiend of

- ‘5...
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dayspast that came with tidings of peace:
Hastings felt: by the trembling grasp.of
Flora’s! liand as!she hung upon his arm;
thaf she welcomed him back to her affec-
tions with the warmth of a:sister.—What
thrills he had to quench at that thought,
and;what pang to suffocate, need mot be
told. The object of his deepest, yet most
witarded interest, gave no such, token of
| joyfub confidence. .Alicia clung, indeed,
" fo his.arm, because otherwise she could
mot-have proceeded 3 but: it-;-W.asf..pas_si_—vely,
‘hieavily, like alifeless thing. Her emotion
imeanwhile was greater, and less definable
o herself; than Flora’s: for it Hastings
were, - in - truth, the faithful and disin-
‘tevested | friend he was proving himself,
_He swould be all, nay more, than she had
Jewer thought him. | Something within her
_made: hér fear to: yield unreservedly to
I suehi ani:overpowering sentiment. ' As they
I:mppkmx:he‘dﬁ‘the ‘house, she raised her head
for thefirst time, and ‘putting her hand
ointo! this,-said, in low, faltering: accents,
ss/Forgive my strange/deadness all this
Yotimes= dear Mr: Hastings. - We, have

u b _;ﬂ
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would, from that circumstance, be partly
_‘ffrepared for h1s appearanca ; he therefore

_ Advancmg to the open door as he

 spoke, he looked out upon: the solemn

twilight scene, of sea and sky, ‘with their

'successive and different lights : — stars

glimmering the one, and dull ship-

~ lanterns on the other. In another mood,
‘he would have felt the sublimity of'a few
small objects thus united with immensity:
—mnow his: thoughts ' were intent upon
other' things; he saw nothing | but the
vision of Alicia’s altered person; when
she herself was gone from him: he did
not, however, remain long alone, for Flora
opened the door of the: parlour, and beck-
“oned him in, ’

Mos. Barry, the once fine Mrs Barry,
<met him with open arms. . As he ‘had
»hoped the message: ‘e had left for her

L with Lettice, to whom'he had endeared
ihlmself dmmg chﬂdhood ‘had ‘prepared
»thei way' for this interview. . Plentiful
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praise.; He ‘further, stated; (that hdving
legally cancelled  his claim to ‘the aceus
mulated ‘arredrs of the original'aniuitanty
he retained now only sach(that is)the
mortgage claim alone) as would ¢nabléi
him rightfully’ to. preserve  nominal jpos
session of ‘Castle Barry.: In'this oﬁsé}d:rﬁ
proposed ‘dividing the income! arisi
from letting it furnished was it-stood;:
tween its: omg'mal ‘owners and the inte~
rest due yearly tol ¢reditors: o+ Thus!'the
first 'would have ‘a- scanty independencej!
and the latter a pledge» of‘ bemguwhmlly?
paid hereafter. y yued Jegslonld
o Foteffeet this: iast sermns-.obj%ei;. «Has+
tings ventured to enquire whether, since!
Marcus’s' untimely ' death-had deft Mrsii
Barry:ifull ‘power, she would consent to!
the:sale of all the West Indian' propertyy!
and isome'of’ the: extra-ornamental | land
round: their Irish residence; should thése:
saerifices belindispensable: for ‘the! sure!
settdementof her-affairs:2:Other: adwvice!
thanhis owny e said;imust be resorted t0;°
and:for that he:would-pledge his credit;’
should his funds not reach. Meanwhile;
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heoffered the!,last: drops rof ifs present
cruise (2 few hundred poundsiremaining
of the 112,0001.) to redeem sthe: diamonds
which: M. Boyle:mentioned, and which
ifisold completely, would: afford-a.divi=
dend ito: creditors.c - Mr
frivolity, spoke in her!
nances herprofuseand sincere burstssof
thankfulness were: stopped.: = S :
 down, - slowly articulating: a: sighingi~
«Of: colirse = certainly!” - Not that she:
had:determinately contemplated thevidea:
of I retaining those gauds, which «in her:
blackest hour of misery she had admitted;
it-would beé a :duty to immolate:; buti to
have the sacrifice:again sug ggestedto her;:
just ‘at thé  moment. i which: her: hghf‘
nature-had sprung up with rash antieipa-'
tion :of future fortune; was | too severeid:
disappointment. Hastingssaw the change;:
and guessed its cause: he: was‘smryrzﬁem
herself;; but hel knew his: duty tooiwell:
to-palterwith isuich unworthy selfishness ¢
and inia; ﬁgne«zofxg@nﬂ:ﬂmuthamby, ‘main:
bf@r suﬁhhaupim@

atil blvode
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. o«Klora, whohadstayed through this dis-
cussion at her mother’s desire, no sooner
found-its main: subject brought to a: con-
clusion, than she flew to seek her sister,
and torpour into her bosom: all that-was
swelling  over in- her  own. . (Affection,
gratitude, admiration of Jocelyn Hastings,
who seemed to her little short of Heaven’s
commissioned and visible angel; were all
there: +Again and again she embraced
Alicia, calling upon her to join in thank-
ing Providence with every faculty.of
their souls, ‘both for their preservation
from utter ruin, and for the joy of being
saved by a once-loved friend! Alicia’s
deeper, because more comprehensive gra-
titude to  Heaven, had already ! been
pouring out «in her solitude, even while
imperfectly acquainted with the extent of
their obligations to the man whom she
‘had long thought of only-to shudder at:
ishe wept-out her! joy and her: contrition
upon the neck - of her sister ; (beseeching
Flora to let the present blessed change i
‘their ' situation and their feelings - teach
her, as she:hoped it would do herself,
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It e he' it i eyes Qo wior vaised
them ﬁ‘htrl He ‘had’ mastered his own 'agi-
ation 4 t’hatr‘ﬁ:mie her cheeks  had

-fﬁé&“ ;:hat fa?\a’ was' a *wasie of snow
"'rit:~* G IOOEIEnIo '.

“TWhatéver new diﬁzlppomtment in' the

%"mr}e app’réheﬁéive love had then shaped

%o itself; need not be enquired into: a

moment quenched the fancy. Alicia, with

jost’ sufficient’ Sefl‘S‘Lblllfy, named Sir Ed-
gar Trévor as one of her few London ac-

) whosekind remembran ce was

‘a pleasure to her'; ‘rejoicing now ‘that he

*should give another proof that' the world

she had too' hastﬂy deémed all composed

of ' heartless crowds, ‘contained’ many
a5 kind “and generous: - a tearful, yet
timidly-affectionate glance at Hastings,
finished what her tongue refused to utter.

‘Hig whole being was disordered by that

Yook : yet was he'the next moment sane -

‘énotigh to know,! that it was: not’ the ex-

‘pression’ of her eyes, but his own emanci-

Dating “desires, Swhich were thus: giving

power and ‘meaning to every movement

'of her fice ‘and''feelings. He looked

X 2
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~ and 'the mention of his'mothex; strength-
~ enéd the effect/of his evident:anxiety not
~ tokbe misunderstood by!'the:personito
- whomysithe vepistleicwas addressed ;and
- evenFlors; though bavelyfourtcen;, could
fotiesedpe alively serise of ithelwriter’s
proprietywas well ‘as; warm-heartedness:
Herflooded eyés, when she'laid aside the
 letter;owerecreflected by “the; moistened
onés of Jocelyn Hastings, in'which genes
rous admiration ‘oftener istarted atear
than Sorrow dide Mr./Boyle having only
just-‘receitied /this letter when: Hastings
 frst weht!to him, without impartings its.
contents) C

‘of course; “to’ him, ‘had: simply
forwarded it by his'means tal the person
most interested in i proposals. = Inithe
hiirry: of: gratificationand’ surprise; Mrs.
Barry had read/it'aloud to Hastings, who,
‘had:hietbeentconsulted then, might mot
pertiap$ have placed an epistle of such-a.
nature hastily before Alicia.! However,
i not> become 'him to!dictate to one
helthadoso! powerfully| obligeds and
. Mis, Barry’s 'delighted impulse had been

ey shnsit o 5
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‘each of Alicia’s ‘near relations:by name
in/ terms of 'generous regard. ' Flora’s

young heart almost broke over the
‘blotted letters of her own mname, as he

had coupled it with some endearing ap-

ipellation, and dizzy with excessive sym-
pathy, she found herself uttering aloud
wild complaints against: this hardest dis-

pensation. | Shocked and alarmed at her
own ' impiety, she turned from the
dangerous | letter, and took up that of
Mrs. Beresford ; aware that its contents
would prove decisive commentaries upon
the other.

Her expectations were fulﬁlled Mrs.

‘Beresford wrote after receiving the first

‘notification of her friend’s intended mar-
rmore Her distress and consternation may
‘be 1macrmed She could not recall what
she had already written, she said, by two
iformer | mails ; ‘nay, with reference to
:Alicia’s true ~happiness, she knew mnot
‘that! she’ ought’ to wish it recalled. * She
could only pray, therefore, that her friends
at (Castle’ Barry might have been in-
fluenced to what was best for their child.
Y 4
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former ‘days 'had produced in‘her new
friend ; 'giving it as her opinion, that
she  would ultimately sink into one of
those rapid ' consumptions which have
their origin in violent emotion suddenly
acting upon an enfeebled frame. If so,
and ‘Alicia’s heart were deeply engaged
to Lord St. Lawrence, Mrs. Beresford
would endeavour to hope that he was a
reformed man, and that he might have
been ‘actuated by a conscientious motive
— (however preposterous such an union
between conscience and crime) —in hav-
ing hesitated to marry the woman he had
betrayed, because she professed a different
creed from his own. In such case, Mrs.
Beresford ‘owned that it would not sur-
prise her to find her friend then adhered
to her'engagement. One thing, however,
she must add, or her conscience would
qocuse her for' life; —that Lorenza’s
mental eye was already partly opened to
the ‘errots of her own creed; she was be-
ginning to perceive that she might think
anid examine’ for herself; -and having
turned to the sacred volume, till now"
vy 6
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whetherdéserved o not deséived s $he
could not then easily relinquish'a distant
hope of ‘acquiring sucha relation. Yet
was her youthful sympathy so powerfully
excited by the unmerited sorrows of thath
Lorenza 'whom Mrs. Beresford pictured
as bending like a ministering angel over
the beds of' the sick and dying, that she
dared not make that hope the subject of
a single prayer. She bounded her art-
less' addresses to Heaven to petitions for
Alicia’s “happiness, by whatever means
were best' caleulated ‘to insure it; and
to ‘expressions of earnest grzfﬁtude for the
restoratlon of Lord St. Lawrence S cha—
racter.

~Her task the next mommg was nog;
env1able ‘she did not find her mother
inclined to admit much sympathy with an
unknown foreigner, since the latter’s hap-
piness’ must be glounded upon her child’s
disappeintment. “Many of 'Mrs. Barry’s
slumbering infirmities were ‘awakened by
this commumca’clon P and Flora could
only continué* pressing’ ‘upon ‘her the ne-
cessity of” thankfulness to Providence for

|
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combined with more distracting interests,
had indeed already greatly weakened their
impression 5 but  their memory abided,
however faded.

Alicia had never coveted such a des-
tiny as Lord St. Lawrence’s rank and
station held out, and when it seemed as-
suredly hers, had wished it less garish ;
nay more, since she had fallen into family
distress and temporary desertion, the re-
membrance of a hollow and heartless
world (as human infirmity called it) had
become wholly distressful to her. Still,
however, Lord St. Lawrenceshimself was
dear to memory and to hope ; and per-.
haps had never been so entirely valued
for his own charm of character alone, as
when she ventured to believe him slan-
dered, and fancied his return to reclaim
her hand, and raise her sunken family.-
Now since Jocelyn Hastings’s redemption
ofi-her esteem, and Sir Edgar Trevor’s
claim upbn their gratitude, had taken off
the interdict from: her heart, she felt in-
clined. to fanecy ignorance jor misappre-
hension, when she had hitherto imagined ,






™
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wish.  He had avowed himself ready to
meet the self-humbling consequenées'of
such an explanation, both'to her friends
and to his own: although, for his Lo-
renza’s sake, he should not consider him-
self bound to let more be known to the
general world, than that he had married.
her when under age ; that she had quitted
him upon discovering that it would not
be avalid marriage; and that Miss Barry’s
noble conduct had given him back, heart
and hand, to the woman of his first affec-
tions. : .
Convinced that Hastings, in ‘common
with all who regarded her with particular-
esteem, must inwardly shape some story
to' themselves, in which the blame would
be ffimput‘ed}solel'y to her lover, Alicia
earnestly desired to have him know Lord
St Lawrence’s character as it really was.”
She kiew that, inHastings's eyes, his one"
gfi@vogs offence would be more than'ba-
l:iiiced’ by his after-sufferings, thorough
repentance, and generous, because entire;’
renunciation of her. {She‘could mot bear”
to have him undervalued, nay unknowiy
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thore liberal of the best charity, after all —
sympathy with want and sorrow; and per-
sonal help. Alicia’s health recovered with
her power of usefulness: and as she and
Flora walked upon the beach; or wandered
about the ruined convent, endeared by
one remembrance, they confessed the
wizard' effect: of inward feeling, which
makes the paradise or the wilderness out
of the same scenes.

The wide stretch of waters before and
around them ; the island-landscapes, sad-
dened by the fall of the leaf’; the variety
of sea sounds loading the air, so that even
in sleep the ear was haunted by the cries
of mariners and birds, mixed with the
roar of winds and waves, and wave-washed
caverns— these things, which at first had
been almost maddening to Flora’s fear-
fully-excited sensibility, and deeply de-
pressing’ to Alicia’s, were now. felt and
acknowledged to be both picturesque and
poetical. - They trod the matted orchard
paths, sometimes soberizing brighter dis-
coursé by speaking of those who lay sleep-
ing in the grave; then cheering each
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upon one half of the yearly sum dbtaitied
thereon, Mrs. Barry found she must sub-
sist herself and daughters until “bettér
times dawned ; and these depended upon
the' 'after:sale’ of deeply-involved ~pro-
perties. “Het own wishes had pointed to
the: Contirient as a residence, both for
chéérfiliess“and cheapness ; but as’ cir-
éunistances required her to be near enough
for fréquent communication’ with M.
Boyle (Hastings being soon to quit Ire-
land)," she ' was’ reluctantly entreated to
think whether she could make up her
mind €0 temporary retirement and re-
duction 'in their former neighbourhood.
Mount Pleasant, having lately lost its te-
natits,was not to be let again, as its owners
were expected by the summer of the
ensuing year; -but Mr. M Manus’s old
steward ‘had offered it for Mrs. Barry’s
use, confident that such would: be his
haster’s wish, were there time to consult
him+ that if she did not like to accept
the Kindness from his master, she might
settle with the latter after his return any
way she liked best; that meanwhile her
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Jocelyn Hastings to assist her out of’, the
little vessel which was landing themi upon-
their own dear shores.  She looked back
in.  the  dicection of. the island, now:
covered by the grey of twilight; it stood
solemn. and dim in the midst of @ the
plain of waters, like some vast tumulus
rising amid solitary steppes. . At another
time: 'she  might bhave thought  of the
grave; and the battle-field, and the heroes
who had fought on the one and slept in
the other ; but at this moment her heart
was upon other things, and her eyes full.
of sweet and grateful tears. ¢ You have
given. us- dear associations  with that
island 12?. she said to her companion as
he relinquished the hand he never durst

| trust himself with retaining for a sigle

moment. . She wondered, perhaps, that
he: did not answer her affectionate te-
mark. - She guessed not why he did not.
Alicia believed herself in a dream when,
after some hours’ travelling, she found
herself occupying Mount Pleasant as a
home, and; glancing through the trees;:
saw her real home standing in its familiar:
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'f’s'l:lo n WIthOlJt a veil under every a’spect
%?' joy “or sorrow, may be conceived by
. 'ﬁ% ¢ 'who have loved as Jocelyn Hast-
ings ‘with the purest, yet fondest
passmﬁ ‘lonw I‘epressed and aWakemnO'

but tzaught ‘him'* not-to hope that‘ Such a
man "could’be’soon forgotten, or- “ever re-
plaeéd by orie of’ humbler pretensions.
- Bvenl “to " Flastings’s clear- 31ghted ‘mind

there ‘was ‘something ' dazzling ‘in “his
rival’s Splenchd ‘penitence ; — something
heloxc to him (who, loving: Alicia, felt
fas,lf ‘no other could be loved after her Y—
j ng - ‘martyr-like in: this decisive
‘rénun(ﬂatid “of’ all’ claim on" her love;
‘ »sornethmg, 100, 50 deeply interesting in
\ Z 2 ‘
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- conquer the délicacy ‘of - his ssensibility,
a8 to make him the coadjutor Mrs. Barry
wished: — he could not insinuate even
to Alicia,  that patient waiting, might
_nhtam for her the hand once almost her
‘own : his whole ability was bounded to
g:&eetmg her embarrassed efforts at speak-
ing: of Lord St.Lawrence as a friend
worthy of frequent and full remembrance.
When she first talked of the Earl in that .
tone to her earlier friend, she was pain-
fully agitated, and he was yet more so,
seeing how much it cost her. His excess
of Sympathy surprised and affected her
for whom /it was felt; she guessed not
~ its deep and despairing source, — pity
| ifor her, — pity for himself.  She'saw in
it only another proof that Jocelyn: was
_more than a brother to her; and, that his
‘heart 'was a treasure:house of tender,: as
well as noble feelings.  That heart now
‘was nearly overtasked:: the perpetual
Watch, he was obhged rtq keep over him-
self was becoming so insupportable, that
-when his letter -of recall arrived from
England ‘he recgwed 1t wlth momentary

z 4



joyio Mr: West was ﬁﬂvﬁie& ‘to' sj?éﬁtffﬁﬁé
nlote’ wititer in a'warmer' climate, aiid
having chosen a six 'months’ residence
and'tour amongst the' Pyrertiees, wrote to
request the society of his former beloved
companion'; yet kindly’ oﬁ‘e‘fihf to'defer
his departure to any period necessary for
the latter’s' friendly ‘interest “in'the con.
cerns of the Barrys, ' © © [ |
- «“When, ‘during ‘the last evening e
spent ‘at Mount Pleasant, Hastings  saw
Flora’s unchecked tears, and heard Mrs.
Barry’s  audible ' declarations, ‘that « she
felt as if they never could go 'on without
~ him 'by’ their’ side,” it may be imagined
" by what emotions' he was ‘agitated. ' He
felt their intoxicating ‘effect'; for "while
Alicia sate employed at work at 'a’ dis-
tance, with' trembling ‘hands, ' 'his' 'eyés
rested upon her, ‘addressing her aléne, —-
fall of her alone.  She was rising to glide
away unperceived, that'she” might give
vent to natural sorrow for' his departiiré
in''solitude, when " their' éyes  met: “he
recalled his with an ‘instant suffusion of
face, perhaps more expressive of its cause

» DISEBOTIEES WOl
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..51’#@%@]5!%;1@91&"&:%61@ swhile;she faltering
out, & God, bless, . you, Mr.. Ha&@mgs;l
:§W41§¢ff0915 gheroom. s parods aoived
o3 Bt A 5 not. be ademed, thatp this | look
-_ﬁ@r@mﬁd stationary. befarafher for.many
minutes after it was seem In.days past,
Lord St, Lawrence’s eyes had taught her
the meaning ;of what Jocelyn. Hastings's
‘now expressed ; and.the ‘remembrance
dismayed her. A.lthough she scarcely
perm,ttted llerself to imagine what extent
of feeling, that. surprised look had told,
she eould not but fear. that it went much
beyond friendship, and . wasthe| conse:
quence of too generous a concern,in her
strange  destiny. . Perhaps, she wished at
the moment,. that he had looked thus
upon her, ere she. lea,rnt to, love another.
But Hastings wert,, .and  his brief letters
at distans intervals, alwaysupon businesss;
o, Mrs ;Barry, by degrees obliterated ani
impression. which no other. remembrance:
’uplted. to. strengthen, or, support. - Hast~
11?85 did not, return,, nog;se@ Ahma agam;‘
: th
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wi!atﬂiﬂ;tﬂfy wisits of all the curious:world,
by the side of the newly-married pam 9Y
. By this wise~ methad; the previous
?i-rre?pmachab]eness of Lady St. Lawrence
was attested,  and - Lady  Donnington’s
. patronage was avoided without apparent
~ ingratitude for past services; but it was
‘an offence never forgiven: espec1ally as .
it laid’ the foundation-stone of that fa-
shionable leader’s ruin as a perpetual
'dictator. Lady St. Lawrence, without her
aid, 'by the mere effect of a romantic
history, ‘and ' the figure of a heroine in
romance, became the sole-object: of at-
‘tentionr; and as the new peeress went
out very little, whenever her carriage
was seen, Lady Donnington’s was de-
serted, that another glimpse might be
‘caught of ‘that singular and magical
_countendnce:  Every one who valued'a
‘character for taste, declared that Lord
2St, Lawrence’s  dark-browed '‘nun was
“quite equal to his bright-haired shepherd-
‘ess. - Nay, many asserted, that the sunny
lustre and ‘rosy blushes of his fair Eu-
charis were not half so interesting as
z 6
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j)ressmn ‘hade’ rhy his-long-suffering Lo-
renza, bespoke for her the visits ofitwo

or three ladies of high rank and higher

~ qualities, when ' they should be settled at

Grey Friars, meaning henceforth to make _

. that ancient residence a true English *
nobleman’s home ; acentrelof hospitality,

* usefulness,: benevolence, and elegaut do-

.meaue joyi: -

v+ He did realise those views aﬁelwards,
but even: then temporary mortifications
‘were: permitted to revive a salutary: re-

' membrance of former: offences lin » the '

-young Earl’s breast, causing ‘him: tosee
that there were some persons who refused
to believe his injured Lotenzasspotless in
heart and life ; some who feared to be-
lieve it. '+Such deep -mortifications were
‘the unavoidable consequences of his .own
-past conduct 5 ‘and, since:-his: was | the
Saulty his was the pumshment be bore it
alone; never suffering his; happy Countess
to suspect that when, many months sub-
sequent, ‘he: printed, a father’s- first pas-
sionate and sacred kiss, upon the brow
of his infant heir, the tear; -he left
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there ‘dropped from the pang of know-
ing its mother’s honour was mnot unsus-
pected. - ‘Such feelings, however, when
compared - with' the force and fiequency
of happier ones, were but rain drops of
an instant through long summer days : he
wasreconciled to himself; he was retunited
to the earliest object of his love ; ‘and he -
saw that his voice had almost superhuman
power ; it had called her back from the
tomb, when on its very brink. “Who dare
ask for greater felicity on earth? ([The
moment Lord ' St. Lawrence had secured
the proper station for his wife, both in
his ‘aunt’s -estimation and that" of thgir
circle, his. whole thoughts turned to
Ireland, whither, he justly believed,
gratitude and mclmatlon ought to lead
hlm A e =l

It would occupy too much space' 'to
describe his consternation and self-blame
when made acquainted with the history
of the Barry family’s distresses.  He felt
that he ought not to have parted from
Alicia ‘with so vague ' a motion of her
father’s circumstances; that even to the
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last he ‘had: proved that fatal absorption
in selfish anxieties, which, hurrying him
~ on to the one great object of disproving
the calumnies against him, had left the
very object of his tenderness undefended
and desolate What he did, and. what
more he would have done of most géne-
- rous and most kind, may be imagined : he
certainly wrote on the instantto Mr. Boyle,
the heart of his noble-minded Lorenza
going, along | with his in every offer and
every ‘sympathy : she knew . that she
owed her earthly felicity to Alicia Barry;
and she thirsted even to: fainting, until
sh‘e: could express her feelings, and claim
acceptance of them. . Mr. Boyle’s answer
briefly , related what had  alveady been
done by another friend ; and if a sudden
light broke upon Lord St. Lawrence’s
mind when he read of Hastings’s: un-
bounded generosity, it may not be doubted
that it was: also'a joyful one. He was
fain toibelieve that no ﬁ"iendship’ bestowed
upon Colonel Barry while in. life; would
. have thus influenced a man almost to
beggar himself for his widow and chil-
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dren. ; $J:§ now knew (for he had learnt
his_mistake from the M‘Manuges). that
Jocelyn ﬂaBt1ngs ‘was_young and inte-.
resting. . He had not certainly, heard
of any exclusw_e attachment between,_
h.lm, and Alicia in early years; but . hef
Jusﬂy thought, that if concealed pass.wn,'
were the source of such prodlgal benevo-.
lence, the love of such 2 man. could not.
long remain unvalued.

Animated with the generous hope O‘f,.
seeing that her benefactor’s virtues yere
alveady, though unconsciously, effacing
Alicia’s regrets for himself, Lord St.
Lawrence crossed over to Ireland about
the time Mr. Hastings was expected from
the. Contment, professedly on a .tour
with his Countess, but making their head-_
quarters a hired residence within a short
drive of Mount Pleasant. Anmversanes
are often saddening things. . By one of _
those trying ordinations not uncommon
in this world, the first meeting between‘.
two persons: parted by such agitating ciry .
cumstances as had. $epa.§a.tecl Alicia and;_
Lord. St. Lawrence,ltqok place on the .



to eact o‘ther in London. -

It was ‘imposmble that 2 nature so easdy
excited as that of’ the ‘Earl’s could be
calm ‘under such ‘a recollection. He
went, ' therefore, to the interview ner-
VOI]S]_Y agitated : dreading himself, — yet
sure of hmlself- — hoping to find that he
had not been too fondly regretted; yet
ashamed of bringing before one whose
life e might have laid waste, a heart so"
full of joy and pude in another as he felt
his'to be.

Tt is certain that neither he nor Alicia
saw’ each other * distinctly, when, after
meeting Mrs. Barry and Flora, he led his
Lorenza into an inner room where Alicia”
was tremblingly awaiting them alon e, and,
having joined their hands, abruptly Ieﬁ'
them' together.

"The first'act of Lady St. Lawrence was'|
to press the hand she held, fervently to
~ her lips and to her heart. She did not
- speak ; but her' quivering lip, and the
throbbing pulsation of her heart, were
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 forgotten. ; They were tones of balm.: so
softly sweety, yet soexpressively, varied,
that even common-place words, spoken in
suchaccents, must have penetrated to
~ the heart. What then was. their effect
while summing up years of hopelessness
and: misery in a few affecting sentences,
and ‘naming Alicia’s earliest friend as
the benefactress of the speaker’s soul, the
primary cause ‘of her happiness. both in
the present and the future world! The
emotion thus excited was too intense for
long endurance. It was grief—it was joy:
both acute—both ungovernable.  Might
not our young heroine be pardoned for
something of pride or pleasure in. the
conseiousness that she could embrace a
happy rival, not only without reluctance,
but with sincere acquiescence-in her
superior right to the hand resigned? ‘She
did not give herself" the glory for such
ascendancy over, human  passion, though
perhaps she did feel too. much, elation.
was, painfully overcome: for ‘her ‘heart
was desolate » Toord St. Lawrence’s place
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I sz hoom jFi‘:?S’L 1od mi-—biov agw o194
- ange, which his apter-gonduct had proved;
he cou uld not at qnc;ﬁ do away, the, Sa.d,oonf
Sequenges of past faults. . He kney, that
7}}}& innocent IﬂQJ;enza d,uﬂ, not come with
an unsullied fame into the llustrious Line
of the Aubr eys; and, that Alicia, whom
‘he had, wooed - ame,stly to bless; “his
. love and share his fortune, was, lett deso
late,. Bortlonlg__: pgrhﬂps W:etched

, These; 1mprés'51©ns were' too stmugly
mppp hu,n at the plesent moment not, to
aggrava_t theu‘ previous eﬂ'eqt 51 S0, that
when, Ahcna S tr emb ntured to
..him ahe w1t11drew_ it in SOIToW
at ,seem him so changEd IjLead
her, .and she ‘had to, turn aside to que]l
the rising emotion. ”Th_g .s;gh ; of a be
- loved face is overcoming ; '
the so:md of a well- known VO}ee ? —A_t
,_t e {;'lgst tones of Lord _$h: _Lawwnce S,
such B }'U»§h Qf su.b,dumg Tﬂmembrancas
q«’#ﬂe over. her, th%t she was, 10ng of Ie-
»g?‘*?u},g the pow wer J;t_k_qfanswe;r him, 'uﬁhe
tress, tﬁe-}mo‘exprf;
of her complexion meanwhile;

lute in conquering herself, not from pn
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+he. apphed himself to recover her.confi:
dence by, attentions of the most; glanfy-
ing, nay, submlsswe kind. .

1 Flora’s., young heart had poured 1tself
out at first. in a frank confession of her
sorrow for, her sister, and her sympathy
with his circumstances; and that confes-
sion, made, she hastened to share with
Alicia in Learmng to:love his 1nberest1ng
Lorenza.\ :

= From,, that lday, durmg nearly elght
weeks’ stay in Ireland, Lord and Lady
St Lawrence were m constant  inter-
course with the family at. Mount. Pleasant.
F]ora was a!ways their companwn intheir
short excursions to ‘other; patt.s of the
cuuntly,‘ while Alicia was. their dearer
one in many a sweet and confidential walk
round the romantic solitudes nearer: her
former home. Inseparable now from her
husband, Lady St. Lawrence, even with-
puﬂ: design,, contrived  to associate herself
in her gentle friend’s mind with, his idea;
destmymg thus, former, associations, and
gradually habituating the latter to behold
without extreme emotion those  tender






COMING OUT. 529

him in winding up the affairs of the Castle
Barry property.  Mrs. Barry had gladly
consented to allow the Earl to show his
gratitude for all he ‘owed her matchless
daughter, by tuking an active interest in
their family honour; and he had lost no
time in claiming such a privilege in a
long conference with Mr. Boyle.

- From this interview he learned, that all
the West India estates were sold, and cre-
ditors were to be satisfied to the full
amount of their proceeds, nothing more
remaining to'be sold ; Miss Barry having
vehemently pmtested against any allot-
ment of income to thems‘elves unless her
father’s and brother’s just debts were
paid.. Every ‘claimant having come in
to these  unavoidable conditions, they
were, indeed, satisfied ; but the family
case was deplorable. E\fery- hope of fu-
ture éompeﬁence- was cut off, nay, of com-
mon comfort, unless the Castle Barry
estate could be relieved from its burthens;
and, restored to its original owner, secure
Mis. Barry an income of some hundreds
annually, by the product of its few farus, -

YOL, 1. A A
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and'by letting'the house itsélf. How:fo
do* this) tiéﬂupﬂed (Liord” St Lawrence’s
mind aﬁ&ﬂy* + Alicia’s unsubdued deli-
cacy leonvinced hiin ‘she/ sould! ‘shrink
from receiving too much kindness at his
hiands ‘in this early stage 'of ‘their altered
relations ' to- eacli other'; - yét hex’fé];tthat
commion’ JUSﬁiee* made it his:daty to'act
asif lie were iij deed the sonwefher mm:hei*
Hé saw but one way of effecting his wist,
which was; to’ purchase Castle: Barry him:
self; ‘at “his own' surveyor? swaluastfm;r(tw-
tored of course to over-valuetit attwice
its‘athount), ‘and after having- by that
methoﬁ afforded Mirs:' ‘Barry the meansof
repaymg*.}ﬁt:elyn Hastings the’sums’ he
had lent upon the mortgage, leaverher-in
possession ‘of an overplus, of 'whichsithe
interest ‘might be sufficient; for: elegant
privacyof life.- This propositionhemade;
but Mr. Boyle would neither be surprised
riot flattered into: acting 'singly’ and: pre-
cﬁpﬂateiy -Sitice’ he ‘found - Miss Barfy
excluded from/the confidence; Mz, Hast-
ings must be waited for:! /Hehad-first
undertaken  the @xtmeatmn ‘of hG@lﬂmﬂ
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Barry’s family ; he had been first applied
to-upon every subsequent difficulty; and
the  worthy -man’ maintained, ought to
have - the camplamem pamd lmn of g:gm—
sultation oW foune oot waiviasot ;
hoLord- St Lawmme, ﬁheugh? samemhat
doubtful of Mr. Hastmo's s willingness to
share thel jgratification . with him, of, be-
friending: Alicia,- was! obliged. to yield ;
andia letter was despatched by Mr. Boyle,
to: meet; his arrival in England, rendering
it impossible for him to refuse crossing to
Ireland, by stating. the resolution, of all
parties to wait. his coming - before any im+
pm’ﬁant; step was taken for Mrs. Ba;,ry,

. 30 Mas. Ba&ry ‘herself 'was impatient, £or
lus ‘coming’; hoping to obtain his, Support
of her wish' to go abroad, where she se-
cretly anticipated'a return of her daugh-
terls:: tlammphss amd, of' ‘hf;i own cggsg-
lquence. - sl I,

- Rémntmuaferﬁune had. yncreasgd Mrs
Barsy’s capacity of sympathy, and awak-
enell her. at times:to glows.of gratitude
never known before: but it had neither
destioyed the levity of hericharacter, mor
i AA 2
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rodted:cout berpernicious passion.forithe
world:  Misfortune, indeed, can: only, sus:
pend such/ dispositions; as nbodd;yj ;ipam
does the /natural. desire of joyous exer:
cises 1 the:pressure gone; the:inclination
rises again.; Mrs: Barry,ohowever, iwas
improved:cshe began to have some: glim:
merings-of better  feelings towatds: her
Creator and her fellow-creatures ;in shost,
she thought occasionally- of: her-duty to
both. . After years, and more- blessed in-
fluerices; were: ordained. to give her cha-
racter deeper and more abiding impres-
sions: 1At present, the aggrandizement
of - her children: still seemed a laudable
object in her opinion ; and the question
of an union with Lord St; Lawrenee being
mow:entirely set at rest, she seized with
avidity certain prospective moades of re-
prﬂdumng her, beautiful. Alicia. " in;new
scenes, with. t,he interest nows, of .a meost
W}hc | story added. to, hm:qbeau'@}g

ly Lilias Vavasour, was going| tﬂobﬁ
; mamﬂd*iﬁr% Scotch nobleman,. to:whom
-hen affections, had Ibﬁﬁﬂoﬁaéﬂﬁ:@gaﬁgd
%ﬁfm:e she went, abroad. ; They, had.met

S
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again ‘at-the German' court where her
father was envoy, and purposing ‘to return
to’ their! own‘ country immediately ‘after
their marriage; had ' given  Alicia - the
- warmest invitation to’ join them'in Eng-
land, and accompany thém to'their mag-
nificent ' vesidence near Edinbargh. 1A
yet wider prospect of brilliant display was
heldout; ‘byiaicharming letter from: the
Princdss A zorinskiyoin ~which: i she ek-
pressedsuch an earnest ‘desire of renew: -
ing’ her ‘aequaintancel with-MisssBarry,
that/'shez trusted - if cthe: familys arratge-
ments brought Lier' upon-the Continent,
shelwould induce' her motheér!‘tormake
‘P&éﬁ&*oﬁ%“ OP them»objeﬁts.? sl a7 L?.‘..;f!i:'f,'{l"»
uuPrinee”and | Princess | Azorinski ‘were
first dmonigst the distinguished few whom
Yiord St Liawrence Hadengaged tolvisit
‘Grey Friavs that' sumner’; as they were
‘the'first to’whom tie ‘had ‘written the his-
tory-6f'his‘painfullsituationi, and its happy
“Conclasion, *Theywere amiably forward,
‘Pherefore;” to mark 'their’ admirations of
- IMisg Barty’s' conduct, as! well as their in-
‘terest in‘ler happy rival;” and having
AAS
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lﬂg"haﬂiﬂ%eﬁ% in witnessing. Lis hqppuoigsgj
a,ly;}, growing;into the tenderest fnend_dshi_fg1
with his nﬂbly ecqnﬁthg wife: b
W{fﬂl .sensg. of the. mighty t
}f.ly.eh her famlly were Tescue
upon, hery rendermg peace and prwaey
more, precious than all the pleasures in
existence; and.. awa.kenmg in_her that
lively gratltude to Providence which con-
strains the heart to acts of joyful obe-
dience.

At .a future day, she feit she could
better relish the renewal of her intimacy
with the one, and her atiraction to the
other: for the immediate future she
looked to the arrival of Jocelyn Hastings,
the: return of her beloved friends from
Braml and the cultivation of her dearer
Fioxa"e best. qualities. She felt. that it
was Dot for a bankrupt family to appear
thus meedlately upon the glittering scene
of exalted life... They were relieved ﬁom
difficulty,. aud removed from. the proba-

"bility-}-qf;,m:ant herea,f”qe1'- but_th1_s was ef-

AA4«
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’Eﬁ@ﬁ ’“&liged‘[ﬁnﬁ dependehﬁ ‘pedple. In

’évei’y%e’nfﬁf tion 'to’ mcur néw expences
and new obligations. There is a squan-
dering of others” means, even ‘more dls-
graceful ‘and 'dishonest than wasting our
own, since it more surely’ defrauds ‘other
sufferers of the relief we misuse : and im-
pressed ‘with that conviction, ‘she and
Flora agreed in sacrlﬁcmg even the allow_.
able'wish ‘of ‘secing foreign’ countries and
dearer" friends, rather than offend againat
this' Iaw or ‘expose themselves to the
cruél suspicion of seeking' to 1ebu11d their
forturies by ‘their own attractions. =
Ur‘rdbi- this impression; their JOlnt e
trea‘l:y to their mother was to'remain af
Motint Pleasant until the Summer, whe‘u
its former occupants were expected ; then
to remove to the only place ‘they coui(]
now call their own, an old' sub*stantlaL[
farm-house' belongmg t6 the Castle Barry
property, which, by good Tuck 'and whin,
had been formérly given to Flora by her
father upon one of her’ bu‘ﬁhdays, and
which she and AJICla undertook to make
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a8 comfortable, within, by, their ingenuity,
as, its draperies of, voodbi aﬂdl_{hovgggs
ggf: ly\{_ﬂgl mﬁqs rendered it :ro;;l Q*’E!?G-W%@'

y them,( Lady St. Lawrence l}ecgm _B.G-
quamted with it, and her earnest petition
§911 leave to fit it up as her present of. af-
?;th(}ll} ‘to 1;3 . young mlstress could. not
after a time be resisted. So llttle alter-
'atlon was necessary in the extermu of‘ the
' plcturesquely-ramblmcr mansion, and Mrs,
Barry went so seldom out in its dlrecmon,
that she never heard of its great, changes
even Ahcm was not quite in the. secret,
when, all bemg finished, and Flora pri-
vately .gone. to take possessxon, Ms.
Bargy and _her :eldest. daughter. were
c@l],ed for by Lady St. Lawrence, in her

carnage, an& transpm ted, to the meta-

ovely M:

gi}ghtmg at a, rqrﬂlfwwket: hﬂff Passe‘l
h

through an abundant, orchard and, sunny,
'gar.dén,‘ ‘.t n under a rude po,{qh, cons;:
structed of old thorns, matted with pens

A A9
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+ Liord St. Lawrenee’s share in-the brief
but touching sceneiwas tolook on, and
feel that a whole life of amusement, is not
worth asingle throb of conscious will to
- benefit another — to bless God, that he
hadnotbeen left vainly wand eringafteren-
joyment in scenes where his nature could
not, rest, but had thus early learned what
to value, and how to seek it. Eo

"~ Lady St. Lawrence would not: mar
Mrs. Barry’s present, complacency and
‘maternal tenderness, by entering upon
their-comimon qmotives for having turned
Flora’s farm-house into an Arcadia. She
sspoke 'of it as a mere homestead ; pre-
pared for temporary occasions, whenever
accident or inclination should make her
friends wish to be near Mount Pleasant
.after «itsi right owners -returned,. or- to
‘Castle: Barry, when she and her lord
should ' come -there. | Thus-represented,
‘Mus. Barry delivered herself up to admir-
ation of! all- the comforts, conveniences,
: nay,;beauti,es.around‘h:en. s -
- ‘She partook of Flora’s sylvan feastwith
revived spirits, pledging Lord St..Law-

% : AAb
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renge.in a glass of syllabub, and after-
wards strolling out with him into the
little garden ; where the stumps of some
pollard trees scattered about under the
shade of several lilac bushes, offering seats
and a sort of arbour, invited the party
to sit down and watch the sunset: i/ -
- There, for some time their attention
was . mutually challenged - to- approve
things already done, and observe: the
capacity of the place for future improve=
ment. The garden sloped prettily down
to a rapid little stream.of the /cléarest
water, and though a bridle-road passed
close by one.side of it, was otherwise
sweetly secluded. . At present; ifs gayest
ornaments were the apple blossoms ofithe
orchard bordering it on o hand, and
the hawthorn hedge on. thgiother; but
there were, plenty of June roses ready to
blow after the fiuit blossoms-and spring
tulips .were over; and the space which
had once been devoted to, kitchen vege-
talgl'e@ . Was  now an, trammg Jfor a fdlly
lawn.  Mrs. Barry owned it was asweet
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spoti: Flora ammatecﬂy ech@fed her' s
; tmem il 0 W0 Blantw
<wAlicia had: seated herself betv&een Lord
and Lady St. Lawrence, gazing round
upon every object,and then at them, with
a'blessed stillness. ‘of - ‘personal “feelinig
which surprised herself. ~For ‘she ' was
reflecting that so'bloomed ' tulips and .
apple; trees— so smelt ' lilacs and sweet-
briar—such was the very: month when,
asyear; before, she had gone (expeetmw
torbe its imistress) to 'see: Grey Friars
with him who now' sate by ‘her Slde ‘the
husband of another.s oo Lus aoisw
«:What' adifference between the two
places! “What a changed destiny ! From
a palace, almost to a shed in comparison'!
Erom a splendid and joyful marriage, to
smgleness and seclusion’ oo
- A tew+weeks before, the comparison
lmght have- suffused her eyes ‘with sor-
rowful tears: “It hadno such power now:
she was alive only to a deep and enduring
sense of Heaven’s ‘mercies in every dis-
pensation. * She ' felt _convinced, that;
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however saddened at present, her lot
would: eventually sbe happier: she saw
that Providence was restoring her to her
earliest objects of desire, and so taking
away that painful dread both of" herself
and her situation, which threatened to
embitter  even  the purest ‘enjoyments
promised by an union with: Lord .St
Lawrence. Gratitude, present gratitude,
silenced regret for: withered affections.
She could even look forward to the time,
when memory, like melancholy music,
would have its sweetness;  when ‘the
sacred conviction of having by a bounden
act of duty made two beloved persons
happy would be unalloyed by a: snngle
frailregretiy sl | 7

Asthese thoughts were passing throucrh
her mind, Lord St. Lawrence was look-
- ing with pure admiration at her and at
his . wife: « They were sitting together
with hands clasped in each ' other’s, pre-
sem:mg to the eye of taste the loveliest
specimens . .of «dark and fair: beauty; !to
the heart’s eyé; the most  perfect: models

Yit

AGIIS 0L
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of embodied virtue'; realising' some poet
or sculptor’s v1swri oi~ day*s and night’s
twin-genii. = ML
“As Lady ' St. Lamences ‘eyes élo-
quently ‘settled ‘upon the evening ‘star
where it “trembled through' a fleece of
clouds; “her husband whlspered her to
sifig = it! was the first time sSince their
arrival'sin. Waterford that he had done
so;5and imo other person ' having ' pre-
sumed to make such a request, her boasted
voice was yet to be heard.
- ¢« What shall it be ?”’ asked his happy
wife, 'with a smile at once, blissful and
touching,  for 1t was full of remenm-
brmces‘ AR R T
% One of my arias in days past9 or
our mightly hymn at the conservatorio ?”
- Alicia” felt the - delicacy of Lord St.
Lawrence’s conduct upon this occasion,
and sthe nobleness of Lorenza’s:  both
were ‘¢ager to efface a painful sense of
present inei;Uahty fiom the minds of their
obliged ~companions, by reverting to a
petiiod: in»which ‘one of themselves had
been so much inferior. Her dove-like
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R L

SoHe Swesct Siream. 1
ing as it eﬂected,‘th i

of affectmg ack owlngmen ) hep L
St Lawrence decided for the hymn

It was a_still evenmg nelther
trees nor the Water were heald to. move..
The very air seemed pausmg to 'hear ag
voice unequalled by human organ.

- Lorenza slowly unclosed her lips, and
poured forth a tide of such ~melodious
and thrilling sounds,—so rich, so swellmg,
yet so soft, so tender, and subdumg, —S0
fervidly rapturous at one moment, and so
humbly suppliant the next,—that it. mlght'
have been fanc1ed the adoratxon of a

evemncr star, suvgested another 1mag1;
ation : it was impossible not to_ thuik of
those who, watching their flocks b: :
on. the. Plams of Bethlehem," vel
bnovhter star and heard a heavenly
. Barth and eart
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all forgotten by the sisters, when after that
sweet breath had died away (leaving them
fixed in rapt and wondering gaze upon
the lips whence such sounds had issued),
Lord St. Lawrence, unfixing his eyes,
looked forward, and met those of a
stranger on horseback, from whom the
low hedge bor deung the bridle-path, alone
divided the “party in the galden The
vivid expression of admiration in the fine
countenance of the horseman was imme-
diately displaced by confusion : his very
brow suffused, as he apologised for the
seeming impertinence — naming Lord St,
Lawrence by hazard, and announcing
himself' as Jocelyn Hastings, on his way
to Molmt Pleasant.  Alicia’s start of
Joyful surprise at the sound of his voice,
and Flora’s wilder cry of pleasure, in-
creased his embarrassment by adding to
his agltatlon, so that grateful for the shel-
tering excuse afforded by his mode of
encountering fnends he was going to
seek, he went on apologlsmg to Lady St
Lawrence for his intrusion.

A few words of animated welcome soon
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made “himoquit! his horse;: and hasten
round-to the house: "Mrs: Barry received:
him with childish hilarity; telling him the
history of Flora’s farm; andvadding, with
afoolish air of exultationy that 'it 'had
just been settled Lord and Lady St. Law-
rence were to inhabit it for the short re-
maining period of their visit to Ireland.
The Earl instantly claimed his consequent
right to invite another' friend to share
Flora’s hospitality, and entreated Mr.
Hastings would therefore become his
guest while in the neighbourhood of
Mount Pleasant.  Hastings was not yet
present to himself, and he had accepted
the frank invitation, ere he had considered
whether it were right or wrong to do so.
Further introduction was as wnnecessary
as ‘longer consideration = was' ‘now im-
possible : ‘the deepest  interests attracted
Lord St. Lawrence and him to'each other;
and the countenances of both; anhounced
their ‘mutual’ wish' of fathoming' each
other’s ‘character.© Jocelyn’s heart was
full of Alicia, without reference to him-
selfi - He was powerfully struck by the
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gracefulness of duord Sti Lawrence’s nians
niery and; knew not how to believe sach a
man could be: easily! resigned 3 but one’
agitated, glance satisfied him that- Alicia’s’
spirit +was tranquillising 5/ that she  bhad
nobly berne the sharp trial of seeing him:
daily:- devoted toanother. . The smile on
her  lips was :somewhat tinctured . with:
mournfulness; but her figure had regained
its delicate symmetry, her complexion its
fine though fainter blending of white and
carnation : above all; that redundant hair,
always an object of partial admiration to
him, and which he had last seen neglected
in sad carelessness, was now shining in
braid and ringlet as it was wont in days
of old. .

_ Although Hastings looked aside ‘the
ngxt\_mstam and hurryingly addressed
Flora,: Lord - St. Lawrence requiled no
interpreter.of: the unsteady colourin his
cheek :  he had penetrated his secret. Till
now; the E@l had: been harassed by the
fear of. finding |-this, supposed | generous
lover ignoble;or - unpleasing in/ person,
and, hgwﬁ:admu‘ahle in mind; frigid or
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8 & tiiendship, ‘amohntilk 16
___deaf}':tronl suld d’g”
511

“On one subJecf’ Jwyvr
CY, and lndlvld’“l

fouiidation
Brot '*éf ,
solve bu"ezirth.‘:
é%?.ﬁ ; :Esfalu’i
1é}';1u snance to su h'a
E?rso% W}ﬂ}ﬁfle]d Hastm«s s conﬁdenqe*
e ‘n‘v et 1 e}moned Ahma to him, except
' f FIOId., w1th guarded m-

n;

of‘“lega.rd and admu at1on wluch he feared
to 1ndulge towards another. He was
pleased to trace her charltab]e mlmstry
in remote places, where AIICI& s feet could
not take hel, and Where her hand Would
Héi\r('é" b" n too short for eﬁi’ment rehef'
'He hea_l:d f her in the pomest cabins,
)ﬁé}i’e hel «word in season” was Dﬂ:en,
recommeuded by her founer' '?;éjfessmﬁ
of the same ,I‘Bhglol}l w1th theu' ragged
{eﬁéh’ : ,? ”'{d_‘_where she ' :
£ EM o

heﬁg:ful as w
‘y" Na ~_mare, .
““"’fii “lrtfl “13e£ev?1ence; :
I’I’bd "L éns“ “for ,;‘he yo in F,m;
_able :’ifrfrﬁhe fPéfoﬁhlilg, an dié%l aid,
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for the sick and old,“—even Tittle children
weke spinners and weavers for the bounti:
fll dnd ‘blessed English'lady. ©7 st
- Aftersuch discoveries, Hustings alwiys
poured ‘out' his feelings” upon’ them “to
Alicia, justly believing, ‘that every testi:
mony to Lady St. Lawrence’s right uisé
of ‘the portion resigned t6 her‘would be
gratefull to her, who tHus saW her selfsa-
erifice bléssed to othiers. “Alicia loved the
subjéct and while her Tanguage kindled
with her heatt; little sispected that when
Hastings spoke of Lorenza, hé was mean-
whileimpressed 'to pain, with a'stronger
sense’of hier exeeeding nobleness: 71
["H@ deemell it greater in the” oné to beé
without 'envy, than' for thelother to have
fio jealousy.  Assuredly, it was "{’r"bgi@ﬁt%ﬁf?
pioof of Christian’ character, 6’ support
firmly, yet meekly, loss of fortune and
station, — nay, to bear the yoke of many
dﬁllig-zt;cﬁgéﬁitﬁ willinig gladness; — than
0 use the large gifts -?of%graé;dusi_gfayéﬁ,ﬁ
ifi’a’ spirit Vof genérous and joyful ‘gras
ﬂ{;,gdefil‘.? nr:gé‘ir ;l,ﬂff ?Ed:}%gr‘ uj%{"l

T relieve’ Alicia “frony'part ‘of this
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distressing: weight, nay,, indeed; to give
stability. to the present comforts of her
family, he did not resist Lord St. Law-
rence’s, proposal of purchasing Castle
Barry, and so empowering Mrs. Barry to
repay him the amount of the mortgages.
He would willingly have beggared him-
selfi for each and all of them, so truly
did he loye one ; but he felt that even if
duty did not eommand himito regain the
power of befriending others, delicate af.
fection would dictate the act. | .\ i
- Arrangements having been previously
made, and writings waiting. only for Mr.
Hastings's. friendly sanction, business was
speedily.  concluded ; and |Castle, Barry
became -the property of one in whose
hands every  individual attached | to it
knew it would be respected. . Mrs. Barry,
now assured she was in' possession of, six
- hundred .a year from funded property,
began _cagerly:iconsulting with  her  ifa-
miliar : friend, .as. Hastings’s: indulgent
mode |of enforcing duties hard of exer: -
cise to her made her call him. She would
fain have gone at;once to Brussels, where
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life as he could share with her,—his whole

frame of| being was thrown into tumults,
so that he felt himself rapidly falling into
that bondage .of heart which turns a
seryant, of the Highest and Hollest into
_the. gla,ve of a frail creature. . .. ..

;. If then, he. frequently left Ahcia s Stde
.,,t,a ramble away alone; resisting some
sudden impulse to speak of his hidden
feelings, it would be long ere he could
_still; the. throbbm@ pulses of hope and
.transport. Sometlmes he yielded to their
over-mastering power 3 fancying what
might have been his lot, had his uncle’s
fortune: come. to him uninjured, and. he
able to have. gamed her heart, with her
-parents’ sanction, ere they thought of
‘Lady -Donnington. It jwas a visionary
paradise which he then shaped fo him-
_self, into whlch the vain world did not
enter: its occupations, the. enhobhng of-
fices of his sacted. professmn ;-its enjoy-
‘ments, the exercised affections.. of two
_hearts y:eldmg their ﬁrst f‘ruits t@ the
gracious Giver, then pourm g out in  deeds
of love and chanty to friends, kmdred

BB 2
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neighbours. s But would those hearts, thus
carly-and  blissfully’ joined, have yielded:
theirfifst fruits where he rashly presumed;
they would ? Was there no danger, that,
flooded by ‘happiness, those promised iob-
lations would never spring up-for offering ?
Was it never known that what had ibeen.
ordained for sacrifice, was turned into an
idol ? + Hastings: could not but-reply to
suchi:bosom questionin g, that results like
these were too probable. = His passionate
sensibilities; more devoted to their objects,:
perhaps less selfish than those of Lord St.
Lawrence, tended to idolatry ; and there-
forerequired; he thought, the discipline of
longer subjection and deeper:disappoint-,
ment. Therewere momentswhen Hastings
found himself capable of quenching both
the hopes.and the pangs awakened. by.a
casual unwitnessed meeting with Alicia, -
by animmediate submission to the convic-
tion;that -a ‘solitary life: was. his -allotted
portion ; and. then he would, return into
herpresence calméd and elevated:; buthe
somuch oftener bore: the marks lof recent
suffering:: in( his, pale | countenance,  that
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~ Alicia remarked it, nay,acquired the habit
of waiting anxiously for his re-appearance,
her  thoughts' meanwhile unavoidably oc-
cupied’with him alone.= /1 & biiow v
~[Hastings ' took the ‘opportunity of"an-
noutcing 'his ‘intention of going -away
with Lord and'Lady St. Lawrence, when
he was walking with Mus. Barry and her
daughters!ito the ! ferme ornée,! as the
formet 'chose to call Flora’s little estate.
It was-the last day its present oceupants
were to bethere, and they had invited
these chosen friends to 'spend! it swith
thein,’ He named his purposeto:Mrs.
Barry, as being the oneito whom he could
speak ! ‘of it" with’ the least: chance: of
becoming' affected. ' He tried to speak
Sﬁghﬂy 'of ‘his'departure'; ‘but his manner
\%?a‘s"isdi"‘étgiféted, and the intimation ‘so
‘sidden, that Alicia concluded hehad re-
coived some: distressing letter, connected
with this abrupt’ farewell, and ishe: ‘could
not directly observe upon:it.b = i
- Mirs: Barry exclaimed at the desolation:
they would be’ left in; and Flora' pathe-
tically remonstrated against the necessity.
BB 3
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of ‘stich”a hasty departuve. As Alicia
phssed ldst thi ough a gate he was holding
opén shé Tooked - up ‘at' 'him* wﬁh* ‘eyes
completely' suffused.’ T’ cannot speak
of ‘our‘'own 'loss ‘in ‘you, ' dear’ My Hiast!
mgs-—-I am so grieved to see you Teaving
us in such sad spirits. * May I not" claim
almost ‘@ sister’s privilege 'in saying’ how
often I have watched your alteréd“looks
of Iate with sorrowful interest?*” They
were going through the gate as she spoke,
so that he ‘could ‘not ‘escape’the observ-
ation ‘of her earnest gaze. His changes
of ‘colour ‘were’ as quick and startling as
hghﬁamg; flashes. ' He attempted a smile,
by way of denying her penetration; but
his lips'only quivered. 'O that tears
and true hearts could help our friends
when'they are afflicted !”” she “résumed
artlessly, ‘finding ‘he could not, or: would
not ‘speak — ¢ we ' -have ‘nothing: el‘se
now.” And hér voice meéltediaway.
‘‘Hastings was turning upon her wu;hra
disorﬁer&d repetition’of her ownowords,
and with'a countetiance 4nd tone!which
must have betrayed his secret ; but suffo-
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cating the fqrbidd@g avowal; he drewia
long  struggling | breath, which | might,
pefrhap& be; construed into.a sigh, jand
inarticulately thankmg her,abr upt,lg;called
Klora tojassist: him. in. gettmg a b@uquet
Gf ﬁﬂlé‘ﬂ-@w&r&n &% fasye B
iAgain. the vision of a feelmg for he:-
se]f crossed Ahcm, as it had done just
befote: their last parting, yet why she
knew not: he had said nothing, looked
nothing, she thought; which justified so
vain an imagination ; and crimsoning at
her own presumption, without pausing
to ask whether it pained or gratified, her,
she decided that Jocelyn Hastings did
not wish for sympathy, and ‘that his, dis-
tress had, therefore, no relatmn to he1
or hers. ;
«Under thlS 1mpressmu, she fﬂrboreany
fmxther expression of her interest, leaving
him and Flora to loiter behind, seekmcr
wild ﬂowersg ‘the. one still. lamentmg,,the
other: trying: to. (jest away affectionate
réproaches: Shal,went forward by the
sideésof-her mothe,t. pgnswely hearkemng-
4Rz 3ud-p domor BB Myvadad avad fanp
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‘to' hei'repeated wishes, thiat '« they Wéle
*mgoingﬁa\ﬁay“togethel a5l o :
9 800n! after joining’ their ﬁtenﬂ‘s at the'
farm;” the' two" gentlemen went out on
horseback o' take leave of' ‘pensibners ;
Lady St.Lawrence establishing her party
in the garden with books, “work, “and
guitars.” They had spent ‘an héur there
in alternate conversation and’ occupatzon,
Flora: hemg Lady 'St. Lawrence’s scholar
in music,” when' the horsemen ;‘,ej;umed
At their ‘going out, ‘Alicia had observed
withopledsure” the ‘brotherly ease and
affection’of''their manner ‘to each other 5
what ' then was? her painful surprise to
notice, ‘on ‘their re-app€arance, a change
in both! Hastmgs looked distressed and
harassed, ‘Lord" St. Lawrence mortlﬁeﬂ
orioffended. - The latter came up to the
female party,'ias if to avoid his late com-'
panion, rather thanwith any purpose of
seeking amusement; for even Flora’s:
vivid questions, 'to Wthh he was wont
to give particular atten‘ﬁon, were shghtly.
noticed by him. - .
Alicia had seen Lord St. Lawrence in
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‘such m@ods, ,When,» she heﬁselfxwasf_the'

,then, and she. knew were always o
's1oned by some strong resentment of real
d ‘opposmon to -intendedi kind--
_upon_his side. Somethmg, there-:
ore, had gone wrong: between him and
the compamonmf his ride..  She looked
towards Lady St, Lawrence, and saw her-
spea,kmg eyes fixed enquiringly upon her
lord. Hastings was pale.and silent, yet
not coldly 50; it ‘was the silence of a
man more than pitying and. pardomng
the mﬁrrmty of another, — entering into
it, and grieving at having called it forths:
Every one havmg some slight alteration
to make in their dress, Lady St Law-
rence soon proposed returmng into  the
house. for that purpose.  As, Hastings
dlew back to let Alicia pass between
him and‘a_ rose-bush, she saw: his gener~
a]ly-commanded featu:es relaxed into an
expressmn of extreme sadness ;- she even
’ eyes we @‘_suﬁ'used almost to:
r, They were, indeed,;: S0
blmded ‘or his ‘hand; so tremulous; ; that
BB S
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hé%&ﬁl‘é with " difficulty ‘disentangle’ a
part’ éf ‘Ther ﬁrépety fiom 'the thorns of
16! by t' of s’uch emoitimn, a

terr’ed her from frankly uttermg what
she would have said, and she passed N
It ‘may not be denied, *that her ‘toilet-
was mechanically made’; 'she neither saw:
herself nor her ornaments (ﬂowels ‘culled
by her fond sister), so wholly were: her
thoughts absorbed by uneasy comjectures:
of ' what' could 'have 'occurred between:
Lord'St. Lawrence and Hastings, ‘to dis-
turb their former. harmony. Recalling
Lord 'St Lawrence’s evident  chafe oft
temper, ‘and suspectmg, ‘therefore,  that
his aptitude to take fire at those he loved
best was yet unsubdued, she acknow:
ledged, for ‘the first time since' theiren<:
gagement had terminated, that she-would
have felt this infirmity to agony, had she
been his wife, ‘and would have wanted
“that addltion of firmness to her igentle-
ness, which seemed’ likely to give his
Lorenza the power of controlling it. =
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- These «conclusions were istrengthened
at dinner, when she saw Lord St. Law-,
rence appear. with a, renewed aspect, and 7
his admirable wife with a full sunshine,
in hers., . The Earl spoke and looked at
Hastings: with a frank cordiality which
testified his reliance upon the other’s in-
stant oblivion of an unkindness ; and Hast-
ings’s:mapner. showed how deeply he felt,
how! warmly he acknowledged: the grate-
ful tribute.. Yet Hastings was not him-
self the whole remainder of the day ; he
was often lost in thought,’ and when he
met any one’s eyes, coloured and started,
asif fancying he had been long looked
at, and ‘his abstraction speculated upon.
Alieia was harassed by her irrepressible
desire to' know what had happened be-
tween the friends, since, from the manner
of one, she could not help fearing it had
gone to his heart, when only ruffling the.
temper of the other.; Her surmise was
confirmed, upon seeing him and; Lady
St. Lawrence gradually. withdraw' from
the pa[ﬁy after they had.all wandered
out into the garden, and walk far beyond

BB 6
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handmald to' “solemn anld sweet melodles,
and’ unfettering ' the "‘soul from every
thought which did not tend heavenward.
It ceased, 'and Alicia was again sensible
to'ithe prolonged absence of Hastings."
He was to go on the morrow, and this
willing waste of so much time, which
might ‘have been spent with grateful
friends, ' seemed a little unkind. ' The
idea depressed her, and she was glad to
shake ‘the impression off, by going back
with- Lady St. Lawrence ‘to look at an
effect-of the moon 'on the water, to which
her Lord had just taken the fOl‘mEL for
 a‘momeént after her last song.”

s You will not see Mr. Hastmgs qgalﬁ,”
Lady St. Lawrence began, as they got
beyond reach of other hearmg, “he could
not stand the pain of a regular parting.”

' Not'see him again ! 12 “Alicia 1epeated
in'a tone she was' unconscious of, evi-
dently forgetting, in her own thrill of dis-
appointment, ‘his implied strong: feelmg

- <« Are you sufficiently interested in Mr.
Hastings ‘to wish I should tell you why
he could not 'stand it?**
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her sex and situation as the most happy
of wives, had extorted from Mr. Hastings: -
the confession of what it was he shunned,:
and why he shunned 'it. 'She had- then!
undertaken to discover, first, whether
Mrs. Barry would listen to such’ a pro-
posal for her daughter ; and, if'successful
there, then to lay open his heart to Alicia.
Lord St.. Lawrence, she said, had
spoken  to Mrs. Barry that very evening,
and, though vehemently prohibited by
Hastings’s, instructions from urging as
obligations upon the Barry family what
he maintained to have been: precious
indulgences of his own selfish tvishes, had |
finally prevailed in convineing: her that,:
if’ her child’s happiness were her object,
nothing was so likely to insure it as an'|
uion with  such an admirable person.
Hastings already possessed in' the sum
lately repaid him, enough to settle upon a
wife; he' was offered a living imme- |
diately of large income; and deserved pre-
ferment was assured  to him, mot only by
the friendship of :Sir' Richard West, but.
'by the_..'neyer-end;i_ﬂg. glatltUde of Lord
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: crowded upon her that Hastings’ had
loved her from chﬂdhood with deep and
long-enduring passion ; strugghng, yet
self-denying and self-conquering, giving
its strongest proof of purity and intensity:
at the moment when she was about to be-
stow herself upon another; yet as resolute
afterwards in subduing 1tself when only
opposed by the delicacy of dreading to
expect any thing from obligation.
When she remembered all that had
passed between them previous to his first
mlsconcelved departure from Castle
Barry, at a time when, she now f'eIt, she,
would Joyfu]ly have listened to his
pleaded passion, her whole heart was
. melted. ~ She thought of what he must
have suffered then and since ; drinking
drop after drop of bitterness when in her
company, while watching that sadness in.
her of which he knew another was the.
cause. At these times she was conscious
that not even his looks had ever spoken
to her of himself; her sorrow alone was

in those generous eyes
. It was impossible that, under the sud
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some" ! %ﬂam’ffs""wselé “Uvét; ‘"h?fs’*iv’éqixﬂlyd
grateful and devoted heart wasready o'
s%rve éVe:n J acob’ term’fof suchr a”wﬁé*.)

su‘mmg her bonds of intimacy with former
ﬁ‘fends* ander ‘the roof of Lord St.?Law-

early unconscious preference His resi-
dence, a delightful vicarage in a romantic
country, was within easy rides of’ ‘Mount
Pleasant, then inhabited by the returned
M<Manus famlly——of' Castle Barry, often
the resort of Lord and Lady Sti Law-
rence and other friends, in their train,—
and of her mother, who was gradually
beguiled  to live on at Flora’s farm' by a
sticcession Of' real 3 grat1ﬁcatlons, new

Barrys an“‘amplevshar@ ofts gx vorl t
Provrdence: ‘had “a>greater- ble’ssmg?«m'
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original @haractel, to’ enjoy 'admiaiaﬁhri
bestowed justly upon the woman he loved.
Lady Donnington-and Alicia‘ never met
again j for having attempted to put down’
Lady 8t: Tiawrence by declining an invi-
tationito « Grey - Friars because Princess
Azorinski was 'there, Alicia paid her last
tribute to former hospitalities and seeming
‘kindness, bya letter only." :
‘From the hour in which ‘that happy-
hearted foreigner joined forces with the
English' peer’s Italian wife, Lady Don-
mng’tan’ s “fashion declined: as ‘every
body tried to be of Lady St. Lawrence’s’
acquaintanee, partly because ‘of her ro-
mantie history, partly because her disin-
clination toa large circle rendered her
intimacy ‘a’ distinction. © ~Lord “Lewis
Rivers gave the death-blow to his former
idol, by seceding from that professed dis-
intestered ' dedication rof ‘himself to her.
alone, which had hitherto been one of her'
prime ‘glories. - Necessity ‘obliged him;
and after'two refusals,  his hand -was a&;:
length accepted by the sole heiress of an:
enormously rich tradesman! It is/but
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‘she néver coizld have been so happy with
“any other” companlon of life" Hs ‘the one
to whom' many sorrows had' Ied‘zher and
'endeared by ‘the belief that in none coul

€ ! ytully fulfilled ‘the will 'of
Him " %Ho appoints to each theu duty
with then station.
= ‘Tf“somemmes ‘the passing V181ta.nt of
sweet Ro’sc 1ina marvelled at the brlght-
an""beauty of the f'alr crea/clne he‘
ed ‘as’ it might seem ‘in'its
Secluswn, he had only 6 Took
e lovely spot “itself,” embel-
d by'her taste; to entér the cabins,
‘and‘ see'what share' she took in her Has-
tings’s 'mfmstry ; then to'look upon,that.
Hastings’s * eloquent ~coutitenance, and
acknowledge that she was not buried,
not wasting her youth and bloom unseen,
unvalued, unprofitably ; but dedmatmg
them to what they were created for, —
to a husband Worthy of love and obe-
dience, and to the service “of her Creator,
by beneﬁtmg hls creatures P

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME.






