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ஜும்ரா LIFE OF COWLEY. 

ceeded from this eaufe, that in other lighter kinds 
of poetry he chiefly reprefented the humours and af 
feétions of others, but in thefe he fat to himfelf, 

and drew the figure of his own mind. I know it has 

been objected ட்ப. him by fome morofe zealots, 

that he has oe an injury to the Scripture, b fp 

ev e: 
were a fi நரகம்‌ டன்‌ to. compe 

extravagance of their 
and why then might n 

9 fetch from thence fome ornament for thei i டி 
ee ப்ப and natural truths, and moral virtues, 

: cOnutatER enough to that fort of men. As | 

ing itfelf, it is fo far from being a de 

o make fome parts of it the fubjc 

ncy, that it is a fure way to eflablifh it fami jai 

on the hearts of the people, and to give it ¢ durable | 

impreffion on the minds of wife men. Ofthis we have | 

a powerful inflance among(t the Ancients, for theit 

wit has lafted much longer than the practice of any of 

their religions; and thevery memory of moft of their 

divine worhhip had perithed ifit had notbeen cxorciicd | 

1 preferved by their poets. But Mr Cowley him- ©  
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iF did, of all men living, abhor the abufe of Scripture 
licentious raillery, which ought not only to be 

cemed the meaneft ene of but the worl fort of 

all the numbers of verfes, and ae f poefy, t 
{eattered up and down among the Ancients 

s hardly to be found in them all any good fafhion 

peech, or colour of meafure, but he has comprehended 
d given inftances of it, according as his fevera 

guments required, either a majeftic {pirit, or a pat- 

ate, or a pleafant. This is the more extraordinar 

hat it was never yet performed by any fingle poct 

the ancient Romans themfelves : they had thelan- 

tage natural to them, and fo might eafily have 
oulded it into what form or humour they pleafed; 

Fyet it was their conftant euftom to confine all their 

thoughts and pradtice to one or two ways of writing, 
Ee க ever to compais 211 (020005. 11175 is 

© Volume . ட்‌ டு. 
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The oceafion of his chafing 

Books of Plants was this : w: 

fic was thought hot 

many anatomical diffe: 

fideration of fimples; a 

with books of that natur 

part of Kent, 

him the real { 

‘Thus | {tered that part of the : art 

diciné: but then, as one of the Ancients 

cae in a oo f the 2 infead ௦ 

          
   

  

       
ein the lirengtly of tl fa and Shou BE the ae



 



_ The truth is, the letters that pafs between particular a 

்‌ friends, if they are written/as they ought to be, can 

     
   

   
   

     

   

    

fame ம்‌ thould be made of 

their behaviour and carriage, w! 
oy and hardeft to be imitat 

kind of profe, wherein Mr.Cow 

that is his Letters to his privat 

always expreffed the native t 

gaiety of his mind. I think, Siry you 

எல்‌ 601126 of aie but I 

ed: and herein you havea yay 000168 

of the node einen of onr countr 

pradtice of fome ப்‌ 

டட I make      

   

  

     
ing fuch cone ட fo 

hase tired all their preffes ar 

fearce ever be fit to fee the light. They fhould not con~ 

fift of fulfome compliments, or tedious politics, or



 



 



  

  

   

   

   

        

   

      

   

    
   

      

்‌ LIFE OF COWLEY. Xxxt 

¢ had, indeed, a perfeét natural goodnefs, which 

either the uncertainties of his condition, nor the 

yout the truth of his heart was 

xamples, and therefore the 

was nothing affeéted or fingular in his ha- 
on, oF gefture. He underftood the forms 

He never opprefled any 

man out of counte- 

importunities with much 

ee Pes was. aoe of it be was never impor- 

fis converfation was a: of the root excel- 

nt kind, for it was fuch as was rather admired by 

familiar friends, than by {trangers at firfl fight.
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_ He furprifed no man at firft with any extraordinary 
appearance: he never thruft himfelf violently into 

the good opinion of his company. Hewas content to 

be known by leifure and by degrees 5 and fo the - 

_efteem that was conceived of him was better ground- 

_ ed, and more lafting. 
Th his ae ot the pleat 10615. பிக 

light. Se man parted willingly 

for he fo ட ட that bevel 

_ His wit was fo tempered, that no man had ever 

reafon to wilh it had been lefs : he preyented other 

men’s feverity upon it by hisown : he never willing. ‘ 

_ ly recited any of his writings. None but his intimate 
iriends ever difcovered he was a great poct by his dif- 

 -courfe. His learning was large and profound, well 
- compofed of all ancient and modern knowledge; bu 

it fat exceeding clofe and handfomely upon him; it 
_ was not embofled on his mind, but enamelled. 

He never guided his life by the whifpers or opi- 3 

nions of the world; yet he hada great reverence for | 

a good reputation. He hearkened to Fame when it | 
was a juft cenfurer, but not when an extravagant —  
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abbler. He was a paffionate lover of Liberty and free- 
om from reftraint both in aétions and words; but 
hat honefty others reccive from the direétion of 

| laws, hehad by native inclination, and he was not be= 
olden to other men’s wills, but to his own, for his 

ant affeétion ; and having 
‘the two fir(t, he made the third his heir. In hi ns 
lependenceon my Lord St. Albans, thereneyer hap- 
ned any manner of difference between a oot 

© private courfe of his laft years made him con- 

act his converfation to a few, yet he only withdrew, 
Pnot broke off, from any of the others. 

» His thoughts were never above nor below his con- 
pdition. He never wifhed his eftate much larger, yet 

‘he enjoyed what he had with all innocent freedom ; 
ihe never made his prefent life uncomfortable by un- 
due expe€tations of future things. படம்‌ ட்‌  
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lines of it: all the footfteps that Ican find remaining’ 
of it are only fome indigefted charaéters of ancient 

and modern authors. And now, 

moft defpair ever to fee it well a 

you, Sir, would give me leave to n 
2 ர. it. 

ought to be the ணன to 
his mind in the faith 

practice exaétly obedient 
of our church ; nor was he inelt 

ings, and much more in facred. e beheld the 

ifions of Chriftendom; he faw how any contro~ 

ies had been introduced by zeal orignorance, and | 
y faction ; he had therefore an earnefti in- 

ட்‌ of the primitive church, believing that every true 
ftian had no better means to fettle his fpirit than 

hat which was propofed to Aineas and his followers 

be the end of their wanderings, ange oe 
rem. 

‘This examination he purp d thould eh to our 

Saviour’s and the apoftles’ lives, a ir immediate 

fucceflors,. for four or five cent Il intereft and ்‌ 

policy prevailed over devotion. He ] 
folutely compaffed it in three or four years, and, when 

that was done, t there to have fixed: for ever, wi ithout  
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