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De goddefles; and therefore thiey
them all, and only recommended

Booksof Plants was this : when!
hnd hc was advifed to di[fcmB

himfelf to fome fetfled profv.fﬁun,
fic was thought moﬂ T et To t

him the real Géklfes :of:fhofc plant’s of which b
Thus he fpeedily maftered that part of the art o
dicine’: but then; as one of the Ancienis'did be

fkill for practice and proﬁt he prefently dlgeftc {
into that form which we behold. ;
. The two firlt books treat of ‘Herbs, in a ﬁyler
_ fembling the elegies of Ovid ‘and Tibullus, in the!
 Jweetnefsand frecdom of,th_e verfe, but excelling them
in the lrengthiof ﬂleifan'éyl‘,. and vigour of the fon







Cxxviil LIPE OF COWLEY.

and near to the plainnefs of common difeotirfe; bn
that which: was admired by the court of Auguftus:
never ought to be efteemed flat and vulgar. And the
{ame Jndgmcnt fhould be made of men’s ﬂyles as of

gaiety of his mind. I think, Sir, yon
greateft colle@ion of this fort: but I
with me that nothing of this nature fhould be publifh-
¢d : and herein you haye always confénted to approve
of the mode(t judgment of our countrymen aboije the.’.,

anch I make no manner of queftion but the Eng
lifh, at this time, are infinitely improved in this way
above the fkill of former ages, nay, of all counts
Tound about us that pretend to greater eloquence b
yet they have been always Judxcxouﬂy {paring in print~
ing fuch compofures, while fome other witty nations |
have tired all their preffes and readers with them.
‘The truth is, the letters that pafs between particular
~ friends, if they are written as they ought to be, can
fcarce ever be fit to fee the light. They fhould not con-
fit of fulfome compliments, or tedious politics, ot
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He had, indeed, a perfe& natural goodnefs, which
cither the uncertaintics of his condition, nor the
: it, could pervert. He had a firm-
th of mind that was proof againft
itfelf. Nothing vain or fantaftical,
or nfblcnt appeared in his humour.
2nd plainnefs of manners;
, the laft, tho’ much of his time

ut the truth of his heart was
Ilexamples, and therefore the

'%, or gefture. He underftood the forms
1 dlng enough to pla&l(e them without

or profit, with any man. When he was in
cfs he fuffered others’ importunities with much
when he was out of it he was never impor-

His con\mrf tion was certamly of the moft excel-
nt kind, for lt was fuch as was rather admired by
is familiar friends, than by (rangers at firfl fight.
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‘xxxvi LIFE OF COWLEY.

lines of it : all the footfteps that Ican find remaining
of it are only fome indigefted charaéters of ancient
and modern authors. And now, for the future, Ial-
moft defpair ever to fec it well ace:

you, Sir, would give me leave to na
fhould undertake it.

But his laft and prindpal d
ought to be the principalto eve
blifhing his mind in the faith he
in his pracice cxn&lvobedlentt-
of our church : nor was he ineli
and doubt, as abhorring all cont
things, and much more in facred.
divifions of Chriftendom; he faw how many contro~ [
verfies bad been introduced by zeal orignorance, and  §
continued by faction : he had thereforean carneftin- !
tention of taking a review of the original principle
of the primitive church, belicving that every true -
Chriftian had no better means to fettle his {pirit than
that which was propofed to Zneas and his followers. |
to be the end of their wanderings, Anhgmm exqumte :
matren.

This examination he purpofcd fhould 1each toour
Savicur’s and the apoftles’ lives, and their immediate
fucceffors, for four or ﬁ\e'centnnes, till intereft and
policy prevailed over devation. He hoped '
folutely compafled it in threeor fouryears,aud when
that was done, there to have Fxm‘:l\ for ever, wi ithout
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