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38 . THE HOUSE OF FAME, Boke 1T,

And faid, Seift thou any token, b A

Or ought that in this worlde’s of fpoken ? :
Tan{wered Naye. No wondiris, = 405

(Quod he) for halfefo hyeasthis i
N’as Alexandre’, of Macedon
Kynge, ne of Rome Dan Scipion,
That fawe in dreme at pointe devife .
Heven and erthe, hel and paradife, 410
Ne eke the bold wretche Dzdalus,
Ne yet his childe, nice Icarus,
That fAewe fo hié that the hete
Hys wingis molte, and he fel wete
In mydde the fe, and there he dreinte, 415
For whom was made a grete complainte.
Nowe tourne upwarde (quod he) thy face,
And beholde here this largé place,
- This eyre, but loke that thou ne be
Adrad of hem that thou fhalt fe, 420
t For in this regioun certaine :
‘Dwellith many a citizeine,
Of whiche ylpekith Dan Plato,
Thefe ben the eyrifhe beftis, lo!
And tho fawe I al the menye 425
That bothe ygone and alfo flye. ]
Lo there! (quod he) caft up thine eve, b
Se yondir, lo! the Galaxie, (
The whiche men clepe The Milky Way,
For it is white, and fome parfay 430
















































































































 Boke 111. THE HOUSE OF FAME, 75

And al fo ful eke of chirkinges,
And of many othir wirkinges,
And eke this Houfe hath of entrees i i 8o
As many’ as levis ben on trees
In fommir whan that they ben grene,
And on the rofe yet men may fene
A thoufande holis, and well mo,
To lettin the fowne out ygo; 3o
- And by day in every tyde
Ben al the doris i)pi,n wide,
And by night echcone is unfhette;
Ne portir is there none to lette
No manir tydinges in to pace, ! %65
Ne nevir reft is'in that place,
That it n’is filled full of tidinges,
Eythir loude or of whifperinges,
And evir all the Houfis angles
1s full of rowninges and of jangles, 870
Of werres, of pece, of mariages,
Of reftes, of labour, of viages,
Of abode, of dethe, and of lyfe,
Of love, of hate, accorde, of firife,
Of loffe, of lore, and of winninges, ¢ 875
Of hele, of fickenefle, or lefinges,
Of faire wethir and tempeftis,
Of qualme, of folke and of beftis,
Of divers tranfmutacions
f eftates and of regions,
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28 ; THE HOUSE OF FAME, Boke 11T, |

And with this worde he right anone

Yhent me up bytwene his tone,

And at a windowe in me brought

That in this Houfe was, as me thought, 948
And therewithal me thought it ftent,

And nothinge it aboutin wente,

And me fet in the flore adoun ;

But {oche grete congregacioun

Of folke as I fawe rome about, - 945
Some it within and fome without, :

N’as nevir fene, ne fhal be efte, |

That certisin this worlde n’is lefte

So many formid by Nature,

Ne ded fo many a creture, s 950
That wel unncthis in that place

Had 1 a fot’is brede of fpace;

And every wight that I fawe there

Rownid everiche in othir’s ere

A newe tidinge privily, 955
Or cls he tolde it opinly,

Right thus, and {aid, Ne woft nat thou

* That is betiddin, lo! right newe?

No, certis, (quod he;) tel me what;

And than he tolde him this and that, 960
And {fwore therto that it was fothe, ¢
‘Thus hath he faid, and thus he dothe, o

And this thal be’, and thus herde I fay,
That thal be founde, that dere 1lay;






80 THE HOUSE OF FAME,

Than er it was, and went anone
Up to a windowe out to gone,
Or but it might out there ypafie -
It gan out crepe at fome crevafle, -
And flewe forthe fafte for the nones.
And fomtyme [ fawe there at ones
A lefinge and a fadde fothefawe,
That gonnin of avinture drawe
Out at a windowe for to pace,
And whan thei mettin in that place
They were acheckid bothé two,
4nd neithir of ’hem myght out go,
For eche athir they gonne fo croude,
Tyl eche of 'hem gan cryin londe
Let me gone firlt ; Nay, but let me,
And here ol enfurm the
With vowis that thou wolt do fo,
That I fhal nevir fro the go,

But be alway thin owne fworne brother;

‘We wol meddle us eche in other,
That no man be he ner fo wrothe
Shal have one of us two, but bothe
At onis, as befide his leve,

Come we amorowe or on eve,

Ee we ycryde or fiyl yrowned :

Thus fawe [ falfe and fothe compowned

Togidir flye for o tidinge ;
Thus out at holis gonne to wringe
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82 THE HOUSE OF FAME.

For al mote out or late or rathe:
Alle the fhevis in the fathe.

L herdin a grete noife thha!l
Within a cornir of the hal,

There men of love tydingis tolde,

And | gan thidirwarde beholde,

For [ fawe renninge every wight

As fafte as that they haddin might,

And everyche cride, What thinge is that ¢

And fome faid, I'n’ot nevir what;

And whan they were al on an hepe.

Tho thei behinde gonnin up lepe,
And clambin up on othir faflz,

And up the noife on ]wghm caﬂ'c,

And tredin faft on othir’s heles,

And ftampe;.asmen done aftir cIes

But at thedafte it fa\ve.a man,

Whiche that I nough; difcrive ne canj’

But he yfemid for to be

A man of grete auétorite.

And therewithal [ ’anon abraide
Out of my flepé halfe afraide,
Remembring wel what [ had fene,
And howe hye and ferre I had bene,
In my goft, and had grete wonder
Of that the mighty god of Thonder
Had let me knowen, and gan to write
Lyke as ye have herde me endite,
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CERTAINE BALADES, &-.

Here folovoeth a godely ballad; af Chaucer.

Morwmir of norture, beft beloved of all, |

And frefhé floure, to whom gode thrift God fende,

Your childe, if it lufte you me fo to call,

All be’ I’ unable my felf {o to pretende,.

To your diferecion I reconimende R

Minc herte and all, with every circumftaunce, .

All wholly to be’ undir your govirnaunce. ; 7

Mofte defire I, and have, and evir fhall,
Thing which that »might‘ your hert’is efe amende;
Have me éxc,u‘fed, my powir is but finall;
Tathelefle of Fight ye ought for to commende

My gode will, whichg fainé would entende

‘To doe you fervice, for my fuffifaunce

Is wholly to be’ undir your govirnaunce. 14

Meulzun in herte, whiche nevir fhall apall,

Ale frefhe and new, and right glad to difpende

My time in your fervice, what fo befall,

Befechyng your excellence to defende

My fimplenefle if ignoraunce offende

In any wile, fith that myne affiaunce ¢
. Is whollie to be’ undir your govirnaunce. 2%
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GERTAINE BALADES, 2. 9%

0O foverainift yfought out of Syon!.
Oockle with gold-dewe from above berainid,
; Dewe-bufhe unbrent, firélefle fire fet on,
Flambing with fervence, not with hete painid,
Duryng daifie that no wethir ftainid, ;
Flece undefouled of gentilift Gidion, .
And frui@fiyng fairift yerde of Aaron! 126
"The mightie arche, the probaife pifcine,
Laughyng Anrora, and of pece olive,
Columpne and bafe, up beryng from abime,
Why n’ere [ connyng: here for to difcrive 2
Chofin of Jofeph, whom'hc toke to wive,
Unknowyng hym childyng by miracle,
And of our manly figure the tabernacle! 133
.1 have none Englifhe convenient and digne,
Myne herte’s hele lady! the with to honour,
{vorie clene! therefore I woll refigne.
Into thyne hande till that thou lift fuccour
To helpe my makyng both florifhe and flour,
Then fhould I fhewe in love how that I brende,
In fongis makyng thy name o commende: 140
For if I coud before thyne excellence
Syngin in love | wouldin what 1fele,
And evir flandin, Jadie’, 1in thy prefence,
To fhewe in opin how I love you wele, :
» , And fith although your hert be made of fiele
To you withoutin any difcev’eraunce
Fay en wous toute mafiancs b 347
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CURTAINE BALADES; ITc. 11s

Ther was ner trefour’ of terreftial richeffe,

Nor precious fones rekened innumerabell,

T'o be of comparifon to your high godenes,

Above al cretares to” me moft amiable;

Truft not the contrary’, I'wasner difcevabell

Kepe wel true love, forge no diffembelaunce,

And gracioufly take me to’ your remembraunce. 147
Me femetit by feiture of manly propette

Ye thuld be trafty’ and trewe of comprimis,

I finde in you no falfe duplicite,

Wherfore, True Love, ye have my hert I wis,

And ermore fhal endure, fo have I blis,

The fede’raly made with godc avifenient,

God graunt grace that nothir of usbe fhent! 154
Whan Pheebus frefhe was in his chare fplcndente,

In the moneth of Maye, erly in a morninge,

I herd two lovirs profir thisargumente,

In the yere of our Lorde a M. by rekening,

:€CCCXL.and VI»I.yetcfolowing, o

O potent princefle ! conferve truc lovirsal,
Graunt them thy region and bliffe celeftial. 161

i Bxplicit Tbe Craftof Lovers.
: A,baiaﬂ':. s
O~ ther nature tﬁgi’grétly them deliéé, :

With holy face yfeinid for thenones,
1u faintyatie ther frendisto vifite,































CERTAINE BALADES, £5%, 125

Baut in fubftaunce

None allegeaunce Can 1 not finde: 36
Of my grevaunce i

Right fo my chaunce ‘
With difplefaunce. & And thus an ende. A0
Doeth me avaunce;

Explicit.

A ballade.

I~ Feverere, when that it was full colde,
Frofte, {nowe, haile, raine, hath dominacion,
With chaungable’ elementes and windes manifolde,
Whiche hath of ground, floure, herbe; jurifdiccion
For to difpofe aftir their correccion,
And yet Aprilis with his plefaunt fhoures
Diffolveth the fnow and bringith forthe his floures, 7

Of whofe invencion lovirs maie be glade,
For thei bring in the kalendis of Maie,
And thei with countinaunce demure, meke, and fad,
Owe to worfhip the luftie floures alwaie,
And in fpeciall one called [e of the daic,
The diifie, a flowir white and rede,
And in Frenche callid Za bel Margarete. 14
» O commendable floure, and mofte in minde!
0 floure and gracidus of excellence!
O amiable Marga'rite! of natife kind,

L i1






CERTAINE BALADES, 8. 127

Than fhe thould for me’ have diflionor or {hame,

Or in any wife Jofin her gode name ;

8o wifely God for his endleffe mercie

Graunt every lovir joy of his lady! 49

Explicit.

A ballade.

" (O Mercifull and o merciable

Kyng of kyngis, and fathir of pite,

Whofe might and mercie is incomperable!

O prince eterne, 0 mightie Lorde! faie we,

T whom mercie is given of propittic,

On thy fervaunt that licth in prifon bounde

Have thou mercie or that his herté wounde. 7
And that thou wilt graunt to him thy prifoner

Fre libertie, and lofe hym out of pain,

All his defires, and all hishevie chere

Toall g]adne{fe thei were reftored again,

Thy high vengeance why fhould thou not refrain,

And fhewe mezcie, fith he is penitent !

Now helpe hym Lorde, apd let him not be fhent. 14
But {ith it’ is fo there isa trefpas done,

Unto Mercie let yelde the crefpaflour,

1t is her office to redreffeit fone,

Sor Trefpafle to Mercie is 2 mirrour,

And like as the fwete hath the price by foure,

So by Trefpaffe Mercie hath all her might,

Without Trefpaffe Mercic hath lackeof light. &I
























i RERTAINE BALADES, 27, 13%

1 mene of women; for all ther cheres queint
Fruft them not to moch, ther truthe is but trefon,
The fairift outward wel can thei ypaint,
Ther ftedfalineffe endurith but a fefon,
For thei faine frendlines and worchin trefon,
And for thei are chaungable netu’rally,
" Beware therefore, The iind etoh miany’ a fic. 14
* What wight on lyve veruftith on ther cheres
1t bz Iaft his guerdon and liis medes
Thei can fhave nerir than rafours or fheres:
Alis not gold. that [pinith, ten take hede,
Their galle s bid undir a {ugrid wede 5
1t is but queint ther fantafie to’ afpie,
Beware therefore; The blind eteth many’a ﬁ:c. T
Though all the'w sorlde doe his bulie cure
" To make women flandinin Rablenefle
. Itwould not bej it isagamib natuse s ;
"The worlde is-doe when thei lacke doublenes,
For thei laugh and love not, this is expreffe s
To truft on them it is but fantalie,.
Beware therfore, The blind eteth many’ a fiies :
Women of kindé hath condicions EhTad VAR
The firft is that thei be foll of difleite, Gl
To fpinnin Alfoxsthel propertie, G dnn

For thei can wep!
And when thej Iiﬁ tlu}tere isin thg

2 §
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TESTIMONIES, (5%, 167

Alas! my worthy maifter honorable,
This londis verray trefour and richefle,
Deth by thy deth hath harme irreparable
Tnto us done; hir () vcngeable durefle
Difpoiled hath this lond of the fwetenelle
| Of rethoryke, for unto Tullius
Was never man fo like amonges us. 10
Alfo, who was heyre in philofophy

i To ariftotlein onr tonge but thow ¢

The fteppis of Virgilin poefie -
“Thou {uedeft eke; men know well inow

That combre-worid that thee my mayfter flow.
Woide [ flain were! Deth was too hattife

"T'o renne on thee and reye thee thy life: 17

‘She might have tarried her vengeauncea whxle,

To that fome man had egal to the b

Nay, let be that; fhe knew well that thisifle -

May neyer mjan forth bryng like unto. ghep

And her office nedis do mote fhes.

God bad her fo, | truft all for the beft: 3

L9) mayfter; mayfter! God thy foule reft! 24

The fameyinthe t:t{e Df Conibio Habendo iromnibus faétis,

Tae firlle fyndu‘ of our fayre langage
Hlath feyde in caas I’emblabk and othir mo
Sohyly w ell,}l;‘u: it ismy dotagc

(b). Al his.
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