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ARABIAN TALES. i

Be,” replied fhe, ¢ who is in 2 condition to
give a dowry of fuch importance? What is his
rank, and his power?” ¢ The firanger of
whom I fpeak,” anfwers Giafar, “ is Haroun
Alrafchid : in oneword, heis the Commander
of the Faithful.” ] ¢

At the name of the Caliph, and upon fuch a
propofal coming from him, the woman rofe up,
covering herfelf with her robe, that {he might
appear with more decency and modefly in the
fight of the grand vizier., She gave thanks to
God, and faid, “ If the man who propofes
himfclf as a fpoufe to me, is the Caliph, I will
be contented to be his, and you may affure him
of my confent.” Giafar gave an account to Ha-
roun of the laft converfation which he had held
+with her, and defcribed in a few words her carri-
age, tone, and attitude. The Caliph immediate--
Iy ordered one of the women of the palace, who
had the moft venerable external appearance,
sccompanied with a great number of {laves, to
go in fearch of the unknown lady, and condué:
her to the baths of the palace. ‘

Upon coming out of the bath, {he was rich~
. 1y dreffed. Diamonds, jewels, and trinkets of
+ every kind, were not fpared in fitting out her
_ attire. She was condu&ed into- one of the
ticheft apartments of the palace, which was-
deftined for her: andas foon as the was placed
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