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4 NATIONAL TALE.

CHAPR XX.
7 A little while
Was I a wife: A mother not so long.”

* And yet methinks, when wisdom shall assuage,
The griefs and passions of our greencr age;
Though dull the close of life, and far away
Each flower that hailed the dawning of the day ;
Yet o’er her lovely hopes, that once were dear,
The time-taught spirit, pensive, not severe,
With milder griefs her aged eye shall fill,
And weep their falsehood, though she love them still!”
CaMPBELL.

“« You already know the story of my family,”,

said Lady Augusta. ¢ Of eight children I

was the youngest, and the only female. I was

the twin-sister of Norman. I was consequent-

ly the idol of a large and happy family; the

little divinity of a numerous and devoted clan.
%My mother was descended from that house

VOL. II. A5

































































































































































































































































































































































































































140 CLAN-ALBIN,

the gaze of Norman! The wavy coruscations
of the Northern Aurora were undulating over
half the hemisphere. Quivering, flashing,
uniting, and again starting away in every
fantastic shape, and tinted by every aerial
hue ;—now blazing forth in vivid flame, and
now swallowed ‘up in darkness—their rapid
transitions mocked the eye of the gazer.
‘Wrapped in silent admiration, Norman con-

templated these magnificent fire-works of
heaven, while Moome drew presages of the

weather. e :

The ¢ Merry Dancers” afforded her little
amusement,—but she oracularly predicted
very good, or very bad weather, after so bril-
liant a display of the Northern-Lights ;—for
the experience of fourscore years had taught
her to admit no medium, and she trembled
for her ¢ poor Hugh.”

““ Do you remember, dear,—but sure you
cannot,—when a little babe, you cried to catch
the streamers, and - would not sleep till
promised to give them to you to-morrow ?”

“ Always the fool of to-morrow,” said Nor
man, shaking'his head,—and, at the same in
stant, he started at seeing the shadow of a
man gliding along the waters of the bay- 7
The figure, as if alarmed at the sound of ?1
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_yoices, retired behind a cliff, whither Norman
ran fearless and impatient. . When dm’ting
round it, a man suddenly advanced, and Nor-
man saw and recognized ¢ Hector the
Hunter !” ke

« Norman of Dunalbin !” exclaimed this
spectral figure, and, fixing on the youth an

eye whose terrible expression spoke fear,
doubt, horror, and astonishment,—he stagger-
ed, and fell into the arms of Norman. As he
recovered, his features graduaﬂy relaxed,—he
withdrew himself, and looked as if his vision
was turned from Norman to contemplate. what
was passing in his own soul.

Moome, though greatly alarmed, gained
strength from fear, and following Norman,
now stood trembling by his side.

.« You are Unah of Bruachrua,” said the
Hunter, sternly; “ tell me who this is?”
and he pointed to Norman.

. Moome dropped a very low curtsey : though
she often talked very familiarly of the vi-
sionary hunter, she by no means relished so
_abrupt an interview. :

® « That, with your leave, is Norman,” said
she,—< our own Norman, who has great re-
spect for yourself.” :

The hunter folded his arms on his bosom
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ot tague; but Moome s 1deas of geography wer
not qmte s0 accurate as those of Lady August
nd Hugh sec1et1y thought, o What 1f I should

. he despazredv ever bemg able to attam. -4
~ be sure you ‘never lived in the farmly, saic
. Moome, snnimg with harmless vamty & thtle

! | dear, now you a e:gomg among strangers, hav
) done Wlth your aﬁwardness, behave proper,
and be a credit to your name,—for I know
ou are a good cratur.”—Both were good, were
affectionate creatures, All night long did they
p, preparing for the journey; in the morn-
n Hugh gota packet frqm the Lady ; he next
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