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» NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. . gy

sovereign and constitution: which could have been
made by the assistance of such men, would have
“again occasioned the commencement of the wild dance
of revolution, till, like S0 many mad Dennses, dizzy
with the whirl, the French nation would once more
have sunk to rest under the iron sway of despotism.
- The allied sovereigns viewed these proposals with
‘an evil eye, both in respect to their nature, and to
those by whom they were proposed.  Of the autho-
rities, the most prudent was the Duke of Otranto,
and he had been Fouché of Nantes. Carnot’s name
was to be found at all the bloody rescripts of Robe-
spierre, in which the conscience of thé#ld decemvir
‘and young count had never found anything to bog-
gle at. There were many others, distinguished in ’
the Revolutionary days. The language which they
held was already assuming the cant of democracy, ~
and though there was among them a large propor-
tion of good and able men, it was not to be forgotten
how many of such existed in the first Assembly, for
no purpose but to seal the moderation and rationality
of their political -opinions with their blood. Tt was
a matter of imperious necessity to avoid whatever
might give occasion to renew those scenes of shame-
ful recollections, and the Sovereigns saw a guarantee
against their return, in insisting that Bouis XVIIL.
should remount the throne as its legitimate owner.
The right of legitimacy, or the right of succession,
aregulation adopted into the common law of most mo-
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narchical constitutions, is borrowed from the analogy
of private life, where the eldest son becomes natural-
ly the head and protector of the family upon the de-
cease of the father. Whilevsgates, indeed, are small,
before laws are settled, and when much dependsion
the personal ability and talents of the monarch, the
power, which, for aught we know, may exist among
the abstract rights of man, of choosing each chief
magistrate after the death of his predecessor, or per-
haps more frequently, may be exercised without
much inconvenience. But as states become extend -
ed, and their constitutions circumseribed and bound-
ed by laws, Which leave less scope and less necessity
for the exercise of the sovercign’s magisterial func-
" tions, men become glad to exchange the licentious pri-
vilege of a Tartarian couroultai, or a Polish diet, for
“ the principle of legitimacy ; because the chance of a
hereditary successor’s proving adequate to the duties
of his situation, is at least equal to that of a popu-
lar election lighting upon a worthy candidate ; and
because, in the former case, the nation is spared the
convulsions occasioned by previous' competition and
solicitation, and succeeding heart-burnings, factions,
¢ivil war, and ruin, uniformly found at last to attend
<lective monarchies. ; »

The doctrine of legitimacy is peculiarly valuable
in a limited monarchy, because it affords a degree of
stability otherwise unattainable. The principle of
hereditary monarchy, joined to that which declares
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tution has been attacked and infringed upon by the

monarch, and therefore can no longer be permitted to,
afford him shelter.  The crimes by which this high

punishment is justly incurred, must therefore be of an
extraordinary nature, and beyond the reach of those
correctives for which the constitution provides; by
the punishment of ministers and councillors. = The
constitutional buckler of impeccability -covers the
monarch (personally) for all blameworthy use: of his
" power, providing it is exercised within the limits of
the constitution ; it is when he stirs beyond it, and
not sooner, that it affords no defence fov the bosom
of a tyrant. A King of Britain, for example, may
wage a rash war, or make a disgraceful peace, in the
lawful, though injudicious and blameworthy, exer:
cise of the power vested in him by the constitution.
His advisers, not he himself; shall be called, in such
a case, to their responsibility. « But if; like James
IL., the Sovereign infringes upon, er endeavours: to
destroy, the constitution itself, it is then that resist-
ance becomes lawful and honourable; and the King
is justly held to have forfeited the right which de-
scended: to-him from his forefathers, by his attempt
to encroach on the rights of the subjects.

The principles,of hereditary monarchy; of the in-
violability of the person of the King, and of the ve-
spousibility of ministers, were recognised by the con-
stitutional charter.of France, Lonis XVIIL was,
therefore, during. the year previous to Buonaparte’s
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return, the lawful sovereign of France, and it re-
_mains to be shown by what act of treason to the con-

* stitution he had forfeited his right ofilegitimacy. If
I the reader will turn back:to Vol. VIIL chap. 18,
* (and we are not conscious of having spared the con-
* duct of the Bourbons,) he will probably be of opi-
- npion with us, that the errors of the restored King’s
_government were not only fewer than might have
been expected in circumstances so new and difficult,
but were of such a nature as an honest, well-meaning,

" and upright Opposition would soon have checked ;
he will find that not one of them could be personally
attributed to Louis X VIIL.; and that, far from ha-
,ving incurred the forfeiture of his legltlmate rights,

. he had; during these few months, laid a strong claim
_ to the love, veneration, and gratitude of his subjects.
.He had fallen a sacrifice, in some degree; to the hus

" mours and rashness-of persons connected with his
family and household—still more to causeless jea-
lousies and unproved doubts, the water-colours which
insurrection never lacks to paint her cause with ; to
the fickleness of the French people, who became ti-
red of his simple; orderly, and peaceful government ;
but, above all, to the dlssamsfactlon of a licentious

*  and licensed soldiery, and of elubs Qf moody banditti,
panting for a time of pell-mell havoc and confusion.
The forcible expulsion of Louis XVIIL, arising .
from suclfmotlves, could not break the solemn com=
pact ‘entered into by France with all Europe; when

e *

»
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: : 2
she received lier legitimate monarch from the:'hﬁ;ﬁ '
of her clement conquerors, and with him, and for %ﬁ
sake, obtained: such conditions: of peace as she was“"\
in mo condition to demand, and-would never other- "
wise have been granted. = The King’s misfortune, as -
it arose from no fault of his own;, could infer no for-
feiture of his vested right. Europe; the virtual gua- *
rantee of the treaty of Paris; had also a title; leading
back the lawful King in her armed and victorious
hand, to require of France his reinstatement in his-
rrghts, and the termination which she thus offered "
to the war was as Jjust and equitable, as'the conduct
of the Sovereigns during this brief campmgn ‘had
heen honourable and successful. 0 .
To these arguments, an unpre_]udlced eye could *|
scarcely see any answer ; yet the popular party endea- «
woured to found a pleading against the second resto-- -
ration of Louis, upon the Declaration of the allies. *
"This manifesto had announced, they said, that the
purpose of the war was directed against Buonaparte
personally, and that it was the purpose of the Allied
Sovereigns, when he should be dethroned, to leave
the French the free exercise of choice respecting their
own internal government. ‘The Prince Regent’s de-
claration, in partwuiar, was referred to, as announcing
. that the treaty of Vienna, which resolved on the de-
thronement of Napoleon, should not bind the British \

. government to insist upon the restoration of the Botir.

"

bon family as an indispensable condition of peace,
s . &¢ v
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" the case, when Monk, with an armed force, appeared
.. to protect them in the declaration of their real senti-
‘ments. - This was the most exact parallel afforded by
English history to the situation of the Provisional
Commissioners of France; and both they and the
Rump Parliament, being equally intrusive occupants
of the supreme authority, were alike deprived of it
by the return of the legitimate monarch.
__While the allied powers were thus desirous that
the King of France should obtain possession of a
o throne which he had never forfeited, they, and Eng-
Jand in particular, say at once the justice and the po-
licy of securing to France every accession. of well-re-
gulated freedom, which she had obtained by and
¢hrough the Revolution, aswell as such additional im-
provements upon her constitution as experience had
‘shown to be desirable. These were pointed out and,
stipulated for by the celebrated Fouché, who, on this
accasion, did much service to his country. Yet he
struggled hard, that while the King acknowledged,
which he was ready to do, the several advantages,
both in point of public feeling and public advantage,
which France had derived from the Revolution, the
‘Sovereign should make some steps to acknowledge
_the Revolution itself. He cofntﬂénded for the three-
coloured banners heing adopted, as a matter of the
last importance ;—in that somewhat resembling the
_Arch-fiend in the legends of necromancy, who, when
the unhappy persons with whom he deals decline to



46 LIVE OF ¢

malke over their souls and bodies according to his
first request, is humble enough to ask and accept the -
most petty sacrifices—the paring of the nails; or a
single lock of hair, providing it is offered in symbol
of homage and devotion. But Louis XVIIL. was
not thus to be drawn into an incidental and equivo-
cal homologation, as civilians term it, of all the wild
work of a period so horrible, which must have been
by implication a species of ratification even of the
death of ‘Mis innocent and murdered brother. To
preserve and cherish the good which had flowed from -
the Revolution, was a very different thing from a
ratification of the Revolution itself. A tempest may
cast rich treasures upon the beach, a tornado may
clear the air; but while these benefits are suitably
prized and enjoyed, it is surely not requisite that,
 likke ignorant Indians, we should worship the wild
surge, and erect altars to the howling of the wind.

- The King of France having steadily refused all
proposals which went to assign to the government an
authority founded on the Revolution, the constitution
of France is to be recognised as that of a hereditary
monarchy, limited by the Royal Charter, and by the
principles of freedom. It thus affords to the other
existing monarchies ¢f Europe a guarantee against
sudéen and dangerous commotion ; while in favour of
the subject, it extends all the necessary checks against
arbitrary sway, and all the suitable provisions for ame-
liorating and extending the advantages of liberal in-

18
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quence of the position in which, perhaps rather pas-
sively than actively, she had been placed by the Re-
volution of the Hundred Days. All the prophesies
which had been circulated to animate the people
‘against the allies, of their seeking selfish and vindic-
tive objects, or endeavouring to destroy the high na-
tional rank which that fair kingdom ought to hold in
Europe, were proved to be utterly fallacious. The con-
quered provinces, as they are called, the acquisitions
of Louis XV., were not rent from the French em-
pire—their colonies were left as at the peace of Paris.
The English did not impose on them an unfavour-
able treaty of commerce, which Napoleon affirmed
was their design, and the omission to insist on which
he afterwards considered as a culpable neglect of Bri-
tish interests by the English ministers. France was
. left, as she ought to be, altogether independent, and
splendidly powerful.

Neither were the predictions concerning the stabi-
lity of the new royal government less false than had
been the vaticinations respectifig the purposes of tne
allies. Numbers prophesied the downfall of the Bour-
bon dynasty. It was with difficulty that the political
augurs would allow that it might last as long as the life
of Louis XVIIT. He now sleeps with his fathers; and
his successor, generally beloved for his courteous
manners, and respected for his integrity and honour,
reigns over a free and flourishing people. Time,

that grand pacificator, is daily abating the rancour of .
11
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‘the neighbouring town of Rochelle. It is, therefore,
in.vain to state Buonaparte’s subsequent conduet; as
ayoluntary confidenee reposed by him in the honour
~of England. He was precisely in the condition of the
ccommandant of a hesieged town, who has the choice
of surrendering; or encountering the risks of a storm.
Neither was it open for him to contend, that he se-
lected the British, out of all the other allied powers,
with whom to treat upon this occasion. ILike the
.commandant in the case above supposed, he was un-
der the necessity of surrendering to those who were
the immediate besiegers, and therefore he was com-
pelled to apply for terms of safety to him who alone
possessed the direct power of granting it, that is, to
Captain Frederick Maitland, of the Bellerophon.

. Napoleon opened a communication with this officer
.on the 10th July, by two of his attendants, General
Savary and Count Las Cases, under pretence of il;- :
quiring about a safe-conduct ; a passport which Na-
poleon pretended to expect from England, and which,
he said, had been promised to' him, without stating
by whom. Under this round assertion, for which
there was not the slightest grounds, Messrs Savary
and Las Cases desired to know, whether Captain
Maitland would permit the frigates to sail with him
uninterrupted, or at least give him leave to pro-
ceed in a neutral vessel. Captain Maitland, with=
out hesitation, declared that he would not permit
any armed vessel to put to sea from: the port of
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to England which was impending. - < I hold out to
the Prince Regent,” he said, ¢ the brightest page
in his history, in placing myself at his discretion. T
" have made war upon you for twenty years, and I
give you the highest proof of confidence by volun-
tarily giving myself into the hands of my most in-
veterate and constant enemies. Remember,” he
continued, “ what I have been, and how I stood
among the sovereigns of Europe. 7'his courted ﬁly
protection—#hat gave me his daughter—all sought
for my friendship. I was Emperor acknowledged
by all the powers in Europe, except Great Britain,
and she had acknowledged me as Chief Consul.
Your government has no right to term me General
Buonaparte,” he added, pointing with his finger to
the offensive epithet in Lord Melville’s letter. ¢ I
am Prince, or Consul, and ought to be treated as
such, if treated with at all. When I was at Elba, -
I was at least as much a sovereign in that island as
Louis on the throne of France. We had both our
respective flags, our ships, our trsops—Minc, to be
sure,” he said with a smile, * were rather on a small
scale—T had six hundred soldiers, and he had two
hundred thousand. At length, I made war upon
him, defeated him, and dethroned him. But there
was nothing in this to deprive me of my rank as one
of the sovereigns of Europe.”
During this interesting scene, Napoleon spoke witl:
" vor. 1x i
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Jittle interruption from Lord Keith and Sir Henry
Bunbury, who declined replying to his remonstrances,
stating themselves to be unauthorised to enter into
discussions; as ‘their only duty was to convey the
intentions of government to Napoleon, and transmit
his answer, if he charged them with any. He repeat-
ed again and again his determination not to go to
St Helena, and his desire to be suffered to remain
in Great Britain.

Sir Henry Bunbury then said, he was certain that
St Helena had been sclected as the place of his
residence, because its local situation allowed freer
scope for exercise and indulgence, than could have
been perxmtted in any part of Great Britain.

< No, no,” repeated Buonaparte, with animation,
¢ T will not go there—Y ou would not go there, 31r,
were it your own case—nor, my lord, would you.
Lord Keith bowed and answered,— He had been
already at St Helena four times.” Napoleon went on
veiterating his protestations against being imprison-
ed, or sent to St Helena. ¢ T will not go thither,”
he repeated ; “ I am not a Hercules, (with a smile,);
but you shall not conduct me to St Helena. T pre-
fer death in thiscplace. You found me free, send me
back again ; replace me in the condltxon in whlcﬁ I
was, or permit me to go to America.”

He dwelt much on his resolution to die rather
than to go to St Helena; he had no great reason, he
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said, to wish for life. He urged the Admiral to take
no farther steps to remove him into the Northum.-
berland, before government should have been inform-
ed of what he had said, and have signified their final
_decision. He conjured Sir Henry Bunbury to use no
_delay in communicating his answer to government,
and referred himself to Sir Henry to put it into form.
After some cursory questions and pauses, he again
returned to the pressing subject, and urged the same

_ arguments as before. ¢ He had-expected,” he said,
¢ to have had liberty to land, aud settle himself in
the country, some commissioner being named to at-
tend him, who would be of great use for a year or two
to teach him what he had to do. You could choose,”
he said, ** some respectable man, for the English ser-
vice must have officers distinguished for probity and
honour ; and do not put about me an intriguing per-
son, who would only play the spy, and make cabals.”
He declared again his determination not to go to
St Helena ; and this interesting interview was con-
cluded.

After the Admiral and Sir Henry Bunbury had
left the cabin, Napoleon recalled Lord Keith, whom,
in respect of his former attention to Ris lordship’s re-
lative, Captain Elphinstone, he might consider as
more favourable to his person.

Napoleon opened the conversation, by askmg Lord
Keith’s advice how to conduct himself. Lord Keith
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.replied, that he was an officer, and had discharged
his duty, and left with him the heads of his instruc-
tions. ‘If he considered it necessary to renew the dis-
cussion, Sir Henry Bunbury must be called in. Buo-
naparte said that was unnecessary. “ Can you,” said

he, “after what is passed, detain me until I hear from
Tondon ?” Lord Keith replied, that must depend on
the instructions brought by the other admiral, with
which he was unacquainted. ¢ Was there any tribu- :

‘nal,” he asked, “to which he could apply " Lord

 Keith answered, that he was no civilian, but believed
‘that there was none whatever. He added, that he was
satisfied there was every disposition on the part of the

 British government to render his situation as com-
fortable as prudence would permit. ¢ How so?”
said Napoleon, lifiing the paper from the table, and
speaking with animation. Upon Lord Keith's obser-
ving, ¢ that it was surely preferable to being confi-
ned to a smaller space in England, or being sent to
France, or perhaps to Russia,”—* Russia!” exclaim-
ed Buonaparte, ¢ God preserve me from it I"*
During this remarkable scene, Napoleon’s man-
ner was perfectly calm and collected, his voice
equal and firmi, kis tones very pleasing. Once or
twice only he spoke more rapidly, and in a harsher
key. He ‘used little gesticulation, and his attitudes |

\

* Russie—Dieu m’en garde !
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character of a prisoner, to be placed at the Prince
Regent's discretion. Neither had he the most distant
idea of preventing his removal to the Northumber-
land, either by violence to himself, or any one else.
Both topics of declamation were onlyused for show,
—the one to alarm the sense of honour entertained
by the Prince Regent and the people of England,
and the other to work upon their humanity.
- There is little doubt that Napoleon saw the pro-
bability of the St Helena voyage, so soon as he sur-
rendered himself to the Captain of the Bellerophon.
He had affirmed, that there was a purpose of trans-
ferring him to St Helera or St Lucie, even before
he left Elba ; and if he thought the English capable
of sending him to such banishment while he was
under the protection of the treaty of Fontainbleau,
he could hardly suppose that they would scruple to :
execute such a purpose, after his own conduct ‘had
deprived him of all the immunities with which that
treaty had invested him. ¥
- Nevertheless, while aware that his, experiment
might possibly thus terminate, Napoleon may have
hoped a better issue, and conceived himself capable
of cajoling the Prince Regent.and his administra-
tion into hazarding the safety dnd the peace of
Turope, in order to display a Quixotic generosity
towards an individual, whose only plea for deserving
. it was, that he had been for twenty years their mor-
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tal enemy. Such hopes he may have entertained ;
for it cannot be expected that he was to acknowledge
even to himgelf the personal disqualifications which
rendered him, in the eyes of all Europe, unworthy
of trust or confidence. His expectation of a favour-
able reception did not go so far, in all likelihood, as
those of the individual among his followers, who ex-
pected that Napoleon would receive the Order of the
Garter from the Prince Regent ; but he might have
hoped to be permitted to reside in Britain on the same
terms as his brother Lucien.

Doubtless he calculated upon, and perhaps over-
rated, all these more favourable chances. Yet, if the
worst should arrive, he saw even in that worst, that
Island of St Helena itself, the certainty of personal
_ safety, which he could not be assured of in any des-
potic country, where, as he himself must have known
pre'tty well, an obnoxious prisoner, or detenw, may
lose his life par négligence, without any bustle or
alarm being excited upon the occasion. Upon the
16th August, while on his passage to St Helena, he
frankly acknowledged, that though he had been de-
ceived in the reception he had expected from the ]
English, still, harskly and unfairly as he thought
himself treated, ‘he found comfort from knowing!
that he was under the protection of British laws,
which he could not have enjoyed had he gone to an-
:;th_er country, where his fate would have depended .
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upon the caprice of an individual. This we believe *
to be the real secret of his rendition to England, in
preference to his father-in-law of Austria, or his
friend in Russia. He might, in the first named
country, be kept in custody, more or less severe ; but
he would be at least secure from perishing of some
political disease. Even while at St Helena, he al-
lowed, in an interval of good-tempered candour, that
comparing one place of exile to another, St Helena
was entitled to the preference. In higher latitudes,
he observed, they would have suffered from cold, and
in any other tropical island they would have been:
burned to death. At St Helena the country was wild
and savage, the climate monotonous, and unfavour
able to health, but the temperature was mild and
pleasii:g.*

The allegation on which Napoleon had insisted so
much, namely, that Captain Maitland had pledged
himself for his good reception in England, and re-
ceived him on board his vessel, not as a prisoner, but
as a guest, became now an important subject of in-
vestigation. All the while Napoleon had been on
board the Bellerophon, he had expressed the great-
est respect for Captain Maitlandand a sense of his
civilities totally inconsistent with the idea, that he
conceived himself betrayed by him. He had even

* Las Cascs, Tom. 1. P. 2de, p 229. :
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expressed themselves to the same effect, which could
not have been the case had the letter of instructions
been so clearly expressed, and so positive, as his
lordship seemed to think.*
Lord Keith, upon this statement of Count Las
Cases, called upon Captain Maitland for thg most"'
ample account he could give of the communications
which he had had with the Count, previous to Na-
poleon’s coming on board the Bellerophon. Captain
Maitland of course obeyed, and stated at full length
.the manner in which the French frigates lay block-
aded, the great improbability of their effecting an
escape, and the considerable risk they would have
run in attempting it ; the application to him, first by
Savary and Las Cases, afterwards by Las Cases and
Gourgaud ; his objecting to the frequent flags of
truce; his refusal to allow Buonaparte to pass to
sea, either in French ships of war or in a neutral
vessel; his consenting to carry to England the
late Emperor and his suite, to be at the disposal of
the Prince Regent, with his cautions to them, again
and again renewed, in thg presence of Captain Sar-
torius and Captain Gambier, that he could grant no
stipulations or conditions whatsoever. These offi-

* -

* The reader may judge for himself, by turning to p. 54,'whexc
the instructions are printed, acting under which no man but a fool,
as the Admiral‘truly said, could have entered into such a treaty, as
Count Las Cases pretends Captain Maitland to haye engaged in, °

v
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cers gave full ewdence to the same effect, by their
written attestations. If, therefore, the insinuation of
Count Las Cases, for it amounts to no more, is to be
placed against the express and explicit averment of
Captain Maitland, the latter must preponderate, were
it but by aid of the direct testimony of two other
British officers. Finally, Captain Maitland men-
tioned Napoleon’s acknowledgment, and that of his
suite, that though their expectations had been dis=
appointed, they imputed no blame to him, which he
could not have escaped, had he used any unwarrant-
ed and fallacious proposals to entice them on board
his vessel. As the last piece of evidence, he men-
tioned his taking farewell of Montholon, who again
reverted to Napoleon's wish to make him a present,
and expressed the Emperor’s sense of his civilities,
-ami his high and honourable deportment through
the whole transaction.

Captain Maitland, to use his own words, then
said, ¢ ¢I feel much hurt that Count Las Cases
should have stated to Lord Keith, that I had pro-
mised Buonaparte should be well received in Eng-
‘and, or indeed made promises of ‘any sort. I have
endeavoure% to conduct myself with integrity and
honour throughout the whole of this transaction, and
therefore cannot allow such an assertion to go un-
contradicted.” ¢ Oh ! said Count Montholon, ¢Las
- Cages negotiated this business ; it has turned out
very differently from w}nt he and all of us expected.
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Highness is confident will be willingly shown to the
General ; ‘and he relies on Sir George Cockburn’s
known zeal and energy of character, that he will not
allow himself to be betrayed into any improvident
relaxation of his duty.”*
- Tt was in the spirit of these instructions that Sir
George Cockburn acted, in selecting a place of resi-
dence for his important prisoner, while, at the same
time, he consulted Napoleon’s wishes as much as the '
case could possibly admit.

* The accommodation upon the island was- by no
means such as could be desired in the circumstances.

" There were only three houses of a public character,
which were in any degree adapted for such a guest.
"T'wo, the town residences of the governor and lieu-
tenant-governor of the island, were unfit for the ha-
bitation of Napoleon, because they were within James °
wa, a situation which, for obvious reasons, was
not advisable. The third was Plantation-House, a
villa in the country, belonging to the governor, which
‘was the best dwelling in the island. The British ad-
‘ministration had prohibited the selection of this
house for the residence of the late Imperial captive.
‘We differ from their opinion in, this particular, be-

) -

“ Extract of a dispatch from Earl Bathurst, addressed to the
Liords Commissioners of the Admirally; dated 30th July, 1815.
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cause the very best accommodation was due to fallen
greatness ; and, in his circumstances, Napoleon,
with every respect to the authority of the governor,
ought to have been the last person on the island
subjected to inconvenience. We have little doubt
that it would have been so arranged, but for the
disposition of the late French Emperor and his fol=
lowers to use every point of deference, or complais
sance, exercised towards them, as an argument for
pushing their pretensions farther. Thus, the civil-
ity showed by Admiral Hotham and Captain Mait-
land, in manning the yards as Napoleon passed from
one vessel to the other, was pieaded upon as a proof
that his free and regal condition was acknowledged
by these officers ; and, no doubt, the assigning for
his use the best house in the island, might, accorde
ing to the same mode of logic, have been assumed to
imply that Napoleon had no superior in St Helena.
Still there were means of repelling this spirit of en=
eroachment, if it had shown itself; and we think it
would have been better to risk the consequences in=
dicated, and to have assigned Plantation-House for
his residence, as that which was at least the best acs
eommodation which the island afforded: Some cit=
cumstances about the locality, it is believed, had ex-
cited doubts whether the house could be completely
guarded. But this, at any rate, was a question which
had been considered at home, where, perhaps, the
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actual state of the island was less perfectly under-
stood ; and Sir George Cockburn, fettered by his in-
structions, had no choice in the matter. - .
. Besides Plantation-House, there was another 1ési.
dence situated in the country, and occupied by the lieu-
tenant-governor, called Longwood, which, afterall the
different estates and residences in the island had been
examined, was chosen by Sir George Cockburn as the
future residence of Napoleon. I lies detached from
the generally inhabited places of the island, conse-
quently none were likely to frequent its neighbour-
hood, unless those who came there on business. It
was also distant from those points which were most ac-
cessible: to hoats, which, until they should be suffi-
ciently defended, it was not desirable to expose to the
observation of Napoleon ov his military companions.
At Longwood, too, there was an extent of level -
ground, capable of being observed and secured by
sentinels, presenting a space adapted for exercise,
whether on horseback or in a carriage ; and the si-
tuation, being high, was more cool than the confi=
ned valleys of the neighbourhood. The house itself
was equal in accommodation (though that is not say=
ing much) to any on the islang, Plantation-House
excepted. . ‘ i
- To conclude, it was approved of by Napoleon, :
who visited it personally, and expressed himself so
_much satisfied, that it was difficult to prevail on him
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to leave the place. Immediate preparations were
therefore made, for making such additions as should
render the residence, if not such a one as could be
wished, at least as commodious as' the circumstances:
admitted. Indeed it was hoped, by assistance of ar-
tificers and frames to be sent from England, to im=
prove it to any extent required. . In the meanwhile,
until the repairs immediately necessary could be made

* at Longwood, General Bertrand, and the rest of Na-
poleon’s suite, were quartered in a furnished house
in James Town, while he himself, at his own re-
quest, took up his abode at Briars, a small house, or.
cottage, romantically situated, a little way from the
town, in which he could only have one spare room for,
‘his own accommodation. Sir George Cockburn would
have persuaded him rather to take up his temporary
abode in the town, where the best house in the place
was provided for him. Napoleon declined this propo-
sal, pleading his natural aversion to expose himself to
the public gaze. Besides the solitude, the pleasing
landscape, agreeable especially to those whose persons
have been lately confined to a ship, and whose eyes
‘have long wandered over the waste of ocean, deter-
mined the Ex-Emperor in favour of Briars. -

‘Whilst dwelling at Briars, Napoleon limited him-
self more than was necessary ; “for, taking exception
at the sentinels, who were visible from the windows
of the housé; and objecting more reasonably to the



e NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 121

resort of visitors, he gequestered himself in a small
pavilion, consisting' of one good room, and two small
attic  apartments, which stood about twenty yards
from the house. Of course, his freedom, nnless when
accompanied by a British field-officer, was limited to
the small garden of the cottage, the rest of the pre-
cincts being watched by sentinels. Sir Greorge Cock-
burn felt for the situation of his prisoner, and endea-
voured to hurry forward the improvements at Long-
wood, in order that Napoleon might remove thither.
He employed for this purpose the ship-carpenters of
the squadron, and all the artificers the island could
afford 3 and Longwood,” says Dr O’Meara, ¢ for
nearly two months, exhibited as busy a scene as had
ever been witnessed during the war in any of his Ma-
jesty’s dock=yards whilst a fleet was fitting out un-
der the personal direction of some of our best naval
commanders. The Admiral, indefatigable in his
‘exertions, was frequently seen to arrive at Longwood
shortly after sunrise, stimulating by his presence the
St Helena workmen, who, in general lazy and indo-
lent, beheld with astonishment the dispatch:and ac-
tivity of a man-of-war succeed to the characteristic
idleness, which until then they had been accustom-
ed both to witness and to practise.” g
During the Ex—Emperor s residence at Bna.rs, %
he remained much secluded from society, spent his
_mornings in the garden, and in the evening played
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ed this plan from being attempted to be carried into
execution for several months ; and a series of unh’alppy
disputes betwixt the Governor and his prisoner add-
ed years of delay ; which leads us again to express
our regret that Plantation-House had not been at once
assigned to Napoleon for his residence.

We have already said, that around the house of
Longwood lay the largest extent of open ground
in the neighbourhood, fit for exercise either on foot
or upon horseback. A spacevof twelve miles in cir-
cumference was traced off, within which Napoleon
might take exercise without being attended by any
one. A chain of sentinels surrounded this domain
to prevent his passing, unless accompanied by a Bri-
tish officer. If he inclined to extend his excursions,
he might go to any part of the island, providing
the officer was in attendance, and near enough to
observe his motions. Such an orderly officer was
always in readiness to attend him when required,
Within the limited space already mentioned, there
were two camps, that of the 53d regiment at Dead-
wood, about a mile from Longwood ; another at
Hut's-gate, where an officer’s guard was mounted,
that being the principal access to Longwood.

‘We are now’to consider the means resorted to for
the safe custody of this important prisoner. The old
poet has said, that < e\rery island is a prison;” but,
in point of difficulty of escape, there is none which
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prisonment which pass so much more slowly to the
captive, occupy, with their melancholy monotony,
only a small portion of the page of history ; and the
tale of five years of St Helena, might, so f@;‘ as events
are concerned, be sooner told than the | story of a
single campaign, the shortest which was fought un-
der Buonaparte’s auspices. Yet these ”y%‘ars were
painfully marked, and indeed embittered, by a train
of irritating disputes betwixt the prisoner and the
officer to whom was committed the important, and
yet most delicate, task of restraining his liberty, and
cutting off all prospect of escape, and whose duty it
was, at the same time, to mix the necessary degree of
vigilance with as much courtesy, and we will add
kindness, as Napoleon could be prevailed on to ac-

cept:

We have had considerable opportunity to collect
information on this subject, the correspondence of
Sir Hudson Lowe with his Majesty’s government
having been opened to our researches by the libera-
lity of Lord Bathurst, late secretary of state for the
colonial department. This communication has ena-
bled us to speak with confidence respecting the gene-
ral principles by which the British government were
guided in their instructions to Sir Fludson Lovwe, and
the tenor of these instructions themselves. We there-
fore propose to discuss, in the first place, the alleged
grievances of Napoleon, as they arose ou of the in-

SiVOL. 1% 7 : £
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structions of the British goyernment ; reserving as a
second subject of discussion, the farther complaints
of the aggravated mode in which these mstructlong
are alleged to have been executed by the Gpverpo:
of St Helena. On the latter subject our mfoxmgg
tion is less perfect, from the distance of Sir Hudson
Lowe from Europe precluding personal inquiry, and
the impossibility of produeing impartial evidence on
- the subject of a long train of minute and petty inci-
dents, each of which negessarily demands mvesmga.
tion, and is the subject of ineulpation and def'ence.
We have, however, the meang of saying somethmg
upon this subject also,

‘We have already discussed the cucumstancep of
Napoleon's surrender to the British, without rgservg,
qualification, or condition of any kind ; and We»hé;\_‘le
seen, that if he sustained any disappointment in
being detained a puisoner, instead of being consi-
dered as a guest, ox free inmate of Britain, it .irose
from the failure of hopes which he had adopted
on his own calculation, without the slightest encous
ragement from Captain Maitland. We doubt great-
ly, indeed, if his most sanguine expeetations ever
seriously anticipated a reception. very (iiﬂ’erem: from
what he expe‘ii'eﬂced; at least he testiﬁed'ﬁt_lzl‘_‘e{qr
no surprise when informed of his destiny., But,
at any rate, he was a prisoner of war, ha-ﬁng ac-
quired by his surrender no vight save to clain safe-
ty of life and Limb, If thﬁ English nation had in-
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certainly have been highly objectionable; since in
doing so Britain would have so far broke faith with
him, as to part with the power of protecting his per- ‘
sonal safety, to which extent the country to which
he surrendered himself stood undeniably pledged. Tt
only remained to keep this important prisoner in such
2 state of restraint, as to insure his not having the
means of making a second escape, and again tnvol~
" ving France and Europe in a bloody and doubtful
war. St Helena was selected as the place of his de-
tention, and, we think, with much propriety ; since
the nature of that sequestered island afforded the
means for the greatest certainty of security, with the
least restriction on the personal liberty of the distin-
guished prisoner. Waves and rocks around its
shores afforded the security of walls, ditches, bars;
and bolts, in a citadel ; and his hours of exercise
might be safely extended over a space of many miles,
instead of being restrained within the narrow and.
guarded limits of a fortress. :
The right of imprisoning Napoleon being conce-
ded, or at least proved, and the selection of St He-
lena, as his place of residence, being vindicated, we
have no hesitation in avowing the principle, ‘that
everything possible ought to have been done to alle-
viate the painful feelings, to which, in every point of
view, a person so distinguished as Napoleon must
have been subjected, by so heavy a change of for-
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qune. We would not, at that moment, have remem-
bered the lives dost, fortunes destroyed, .and hopes
blighted, of so many hundreds of our countrymen,
civilians travelling in France, and detained there
against every rule of civilized war ; nor have thought
ourselves entitled to avenge upon Napoleon, in his
misfortunes, the cruel inflictions, which his policy,.if
not his inclination, prompted him to award against
others.  We would not have made his dungeon so
wretched, as that of the unhappy Negro chief,
starved to death amidst the Alpine snows. We
would mot have surrounded him, while a prisoner,
with spies, asin the case of the Earl of Elgin; or,
as in that of Prince Ferdinand, have spread a trap
for him by means of an emissary like the false
Baron Kolli, who, in proffering to assist his escape,
.should have had it for an object to obtain a pretence
for treating him more harshly. These things we
would'not then have remembered ;. or, if we could not
banish them from our recollection, in considering how
far fraud and ignoble violence can debase genius,
and render power odious, we would haye remembered
them as examples, not to be followed, but shumed.
T'o prevent the prisoner from resmﬁiﬂga-power which
he had used so fatally, we would have regarded as
a duty not to Britain alone, but to Europe and fo
the world. To accompauy his detention with every
alleviation which attention to his safe custody would
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not of St Helena on the other, than the pertinacious
¢laim, on Napoleon's part, for honours and forms of
address, which the orders of the British government
hadprohibited the governor from granting, and which,
thetefore, Napoleon’s knowledge of a soldier’s duty
ghould have prevernted his exacting. But, independ-
ently of the governor’s instructions, Bucnaparte’s
claim to the peculiar distinction of a sovereign prinee .
was liable to question, both in respect of the party by
whom it was insigted on, and in relation to the ge-
vernment from whom it was claimed.
/.~ Napoleon, it eannot be denied, had been not only
an Eimperor; but perhaps the most powetful that has
ever existed; and he had been ackuowledged as
guch by all the continental sovereigns. Buf he had
been compelled, in 1814, to lay aside and abdicate
the empire of France, and to receive in exchange
the title of Emperor of Elba. His breach of the
treaty of Pazis was in essence a renunciation of the
~einpire of Elba; and the reassumption of that of
_ France was so far from being admitted by the allies,
that he was declared an outlaw by the Congress at
Vienna. Indeed, if this second occupation of the
French throne were even to be allmitied asin any re-
spicct re-establishing hisforfeited claim to theTmperial
dignity, it must be remembered that hie himself a se-
¢ond time abdicated, and formally rerioynced a second
" time the dignity he hiad in an unhappy hour reassu-
med. But if Napoleon lad no just pretension o the

° &
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" Imperial title or honours after his second abdication,
even from those who had before acknowledged him as
Emperor of France, still less had he any right toa title
which he had laid down, from a nation who had never
acquiesced in his taking it up. At no time had Great
Britain recognised him as Emperor of France ; and
Lord Castlereagh had expressly declined to accede to
. the treaty of Paris, by which he was acknowledged as
Emperor of Elba. Napoleon, indeed, founded, or
attempted to found, an argument upon the treaty. of
Amiens having been concluded with him, when he
held the capacity of First Consul of France. But
he had himself destroyed the Consular govern-
ment, of which he then constituted the head; and
his having been once First Consul gave him no more
title to the dignity of Emperor, than the Director-
ship of Barras invested %im with the same title. On
no occasion whatsoever, whether directly or by impli-
cation, had Great Britain recognised the title of her
prisoner to be considered as a sovereign prince; and
it-was surely too late o expect acquiescence in claims
in his present situation, which had not been admitted
when he was actually master of half the world.

But it may besunged that, admitting that Napo-
leon’s claim to he treated with royal ceremonial was
in itself groundless, yet since he had actually enjoyed
the throne fo; s0 many years, the British ministers
ought to have allowed to him that rank which he -
had eertainly possessed de, facto, though not de jure.

e
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The trifling points of rank and ceremonial ought, it
may be thought, according to the principles which
we have endeavoured to express, to have been con-
ceded to eclipsed sovereignty and downfallen greats
ness. , :

To this it may be replied, that if the concession
recommended could have had no further consequences
than to mitigate the repinings of Napoleon—if he .
could have found comfort in the empty sound of
titles, or if the observance of formal etiquette could
have reconciled his feelings to his melancholy and
dethroned condition, without altering the relative
state of the question in other respects—such conces-
sion ought not to have been refused to him.

But the real cause of his desiring to have, and of
the British government’s persisting in refusing to
him, the name and honours of a sovereign, lay a
great deal deeper. It is true, that it was a foible
of Buonaparte, incident, perhaps, to his situation as
a Parvenw amongst the Crowned Heads of Europe,
to be at all times peculiarly and anxiously solicitons
that the most strict etiquette and form should be
observed about his person and court. But granting
that his vanity, as well as his pelicy, was concern-
ed in insisting upon such rigid ceremonial as is fre-
quently dispensed with by sovereigns of ancient de-
scent, and whose title is unquestionable, it will not
follow that a person of his sense and capacity could
have been gratified, even if indulged in all the marks
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of external influerice paid to the Great Mogul; on
condition that, like the later descendants of Timur,
he was still to remain a close prisoner. His purpose
in tenaclously claiming the name of & sovereign, was
to: establish his claim to the immunities belonging
to that title.  He had already experienced at Elba
the use to be derived from erecting 2 barrier of
. efiquette betwixt his person and any inconvenient
visitor,  Onee acknowledged as Emperor; it follow-
edy of course, that he wag to be treated as such in
every pavtieular § and thus it wonld have become
impossible to enforee such tegulations as were akh-
solutely demanded for hig safe oustody.  Such g
status, once granted, would have furnished Nape-
leon with a gencral argutient against every precau-
- tion which might be taken to prevent his escape.
Who ever hieard of an Emperor restricted in his pro-
menades, or subjected, in certain cases; to the sur-
veillanee of an officer, and the restraint of sentinels ?
Or how could those precautions against escape have
been taken, without irveverence to the person of a -
Crowned Head, which, in the circumstances of Na-
poleon Buenaparte, wete indispensably necessary ?
‘Fhose readers, therefore, who may be of opinion that
it was necessary that Napoleon should be restrained
of his liberty, must also allow that the British go-
vexrnment wotld have acted imprudently if they had
gratuitously investéd him with a character which
they had hitherto vefused him; and that at the very

N
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there was an awkwardnessin approaching -the indi
vidual who had been so pre-eminently powerful,
with the familiarity applicable to one who had never
stood amore high above others than he would have
done merely as General Buonaparte. A compro-
mise was offered by Sir Hudson Lowe, in propo-
sing to make use of the word Napoleon, as a more dig-
nified style of addressing his prisoner. But an easy
and respectable alternative was in the prisoner’s own
power. Napoleon had but toimitate other Sovereigns,
who, either when upon foreign travel, or when other
circumstances requireit, usually adopta conventional
appellative, which, while their doing sowaves no part
of their own claim of right fo royal honours, is equally
far from a concession of that right on the part of those
who may have occasion to transact with them. Louis
XVIIL was not the less the legitimate King of
France, that he was for many years, and in various
countries, only known by the name of the Count de
Lisle. The conveniency: of the idea had struck Na-
poleon himself ; for at one time, when talking of the
conditions of his residence in England, he said he
would have no objection to assume the name of Meu-
ron, an aide-de-canip who had died by his sideat the
battle of Arcola. But it seems that Napoleon, more
tenacious of form than a prince who had been cra-
dled in it, considered this vailing of his dignity as
too great a concession on his part-to be granted to
the Governor of St Helena. Sir Hudson Lowe, at
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one time, desirous to' compromise this silly subject
of dispute, would have been' contented to render
Napoleon the title of Excellency, as due to a Field-
Mareschal, but neither did this meet with accepta-
tion. Napoleon was determined either to be acknow-
ledged by the governor as Emperor, or to retain his
grievance in its full extent. No modifications could:
be devised by which it could be rendered palatable:
‘Whether this pertinacity in claiming a title which
was rendered ridiculous by his situation, was the re-
sult of some feelings which led him to doubt his'own
title to greatness, when his ears were no longer flat-
tered by the language of humility, or whether the
political considerations just alluded: to, rendered him
obstinate to refuse all epithets, except one which
might found him in claims to those indemnities and
privileges with which so high a title is intimate, and
from which it may be said to be inseparable, it is im-
possible for us to say ; vanity and policy might com-
bine in recommending to him perseverance in his
claim. But the strife should certainly, for his own
sake, havebeen abandoned, when the point remainedat
issue between the governor and him only, since even
if the former had wished to comply with the prison-
er's desires, his instructions forbade him to do so:
To continue an unavailing struggle, was only to in-
vite the mortification of defeat and repulse. ¥et
Napoleon and his followers retained so much sen-

sibility on this subject, that though they must have
10



142 LIFE OF

hieen ‘aware that Sir Hudson Lowe only used the lan-
guage prescribed by his government, and indeed
dared use no other, this unfortunate phrase of Gene-
ral Buonaparte ocenrring so often in their corre-
spondence, seemed to render every attcmpt at congci-
liation a species of derogation and insult, and made
such overtures resemble a coarse cloth tied over a raw
wound, which it frets and injures more than it Ppre-

* tects.

Whatever might be the merits of the case, as he-
tween Napoleon and the British ministry, it was clear
that Sir George Cockburn and Sir Hudson Lowe were
left by their instructions no option in the matter at.
issue. These instructions bore that Napoleon, their
prisoner, was to receive the style and treatment due
to General Buonaparte, a prisoner of war ; and it wag
at their peril if they gave him a higher title, or a difx
ferent style of attention from what that title implied.
No one could know better than Napoleon how strict~
ly a soldier is bound by his consigne ; and to up‘brai'd‘
Sir Hudson Lowe as ungenerous, unmanly, and so
forth, because he did not disobey the instructions of
his government, was as unreasonable as o lmpe that
his remonstrances could have any effect save those of
irritation and annoyance. He ought to have heen
aware that persisting to resent, in rough and insult=
ing terms, the deprivation of his title on he part of
an officer who was prohibited from using i, mlgﬁt
indeed fret and provoke one with whom i weuld have
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been best to keep upon civil terms, but could ‘not
bring him one inch nearer to the poing whlch he so
anxxously desired to attain,
1In fact, this trivial but unhappy subj ect of dlspute
was of a charagter so subtle, that it p_enetx:at,ed into
the whole correspondence between the Emperor and
the Governor, and tended to mix with gall and vine-
gar all attempts made by the latter to cultivate
something like civil intercourse. This unlucky bar- .
rier of etiquette started up and poisoned the whole
effect of any intended politeness. While Six. Greorge
Cockburn remained on the island, for.example, he
gave more than one ball, to which General Buona-
parte and his suite were regularly invited. In simi-
lax cireumstances, Henry IV. or Charles I1. would
have attended the ball, and to a certainty would
have danced with the prettiest young woman present,
without dreaming that, by so doing, they derogated
from pretensions derived from a long line of royal an-
cestors. Buonaparte and Lias Cases, on the contrary,
took offence at the familiarity, and wrote it down asa
wilful and flagrant affront on the part of the admiral.
These were not the feelings of a man of conscious
" digrity of mind, but of an upstart, whoiconceives the
honiour of preferment 1ot to cohsist in havingen-
joyed, or in still possessing, a high situation, gain-
ed by superiovity of talent, so mueh as in wearing
the robes, or listening to the deg. titles, which
-are atached to!it.
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A subject, upon which we are called upon to ex-
press much more sympathy with the condition of
Napoleon, than moves us upon the consideration of
his abrogated title, is, the screen which was drawn
betwixt him, and, it may be said, the living world,
through which he was not permitted to penetrate, by
letter, even to his dearest friends and relatives, un-
less such had been previously communicated to and
read by the governor of the island.

Tt is no doubt true, that this is an inconvenience
to which prisoners of war are, in all cases, subjected ;
nor do we know any country in which thei parole
is held so sacred as to induce the government to dis-
pense with the right of inspecting their letters. Yet
the high place so lately occupied by the fallen mo-
narch might, we think, have claimed for him some
dispensation from a restriction so humiliating. Ifa
third person, cold-blooded at best, perhaps inclined
to hold up to scorn the expressions of our grief or our
affection, is permitted to have the review of the ef-
fusions of our heart towards a wife, a sister, a bro-
ther, or a bosom-friend, the correspondence loses
half its value ; and, forced as we are to keep it with-
in the bounds of the most discréet caution, it be-
comes to us rather 4 new source of mortification, than
the opening of a communion with those absent per-
sons, whose friendship and attachment we hold to be
the dearest possession of our lives. Wie the rather
think that some exercise of this privilege might have:
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worse than it had been for some time previous to his
arrival at St Helena,”

Yet, as before hinted, notwithstanding the dishe-
lief of friends and foes, it seems probable that the
dreadful disease of which Napoleon died, wag al-
ready seizing upon the vitals, though its character
was not decisively announced by external symptoms.
Dr Arnott, surgeon to the 20¢h regiment, who at-
tended on Napoleon’s death-bed, has made the fol-
lowing observations upon this important subject :
©¢ We are given to understand, from great autho-
rity,* that this affection of the stomach cannot bhe
produced without a considerable predisposition  of
the parts to disease. I will not venture an opinion ;
but it is somewhat remarkable, that he often said that
his father died of scirrhus of the pylorus; that the
body was examined after death, and the fact ascer-
tained.  His faithful followers, Count and Countess
Bertrand, and Count Montholon, have repeatedly
declared the same to me.

If, then, it should be admitted that a previous
disposition of the parts 'to this disease did exist,
might not the depressing passions of the mind act as
an exciting cause ? It is more than probable that

” ©
* ¢ See Dr Baillie’s inestimable book on Morhid Anatomy, pp.
141, 142" ;

‘VOL. TX. 51}
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Napoleon Buonaparte’s mental sufferings in St Hex |
lena were very poignant. By a man of such un-
bounded ambition, and who once aimed at universal
dominion, captivity must have been severely felt.
¢ The climate of St Helena I consider healthy ;
the air is pure and temperate, and Europeans enjoy
their health, and retain the vigour of their constitu-
" tion, as in their native country.” §
Dr Arnott proceeds to state, that notw:thstandmg
 this general assertion, dysentery, and other acute dis
eases of the abdominal viscera, prevailed among the
troops. This he imputes to the carelessness and in-
temperance of the English soldiers, and the fatigue
of the working parties ; as the officers, who had little
night duty, retained their health and strength as in
Europe. ““ I can therefore safely assert,” continues
the physician,  that any one of temperate habits;
who is not exposed to much bodily exertion, night
air, and atmospherical changes, as a soldier must be,
may have as much immunity from disease in St He-'
lena as in Europe ; and I may therefore farther as-
sert, that the disease of which Napoleon Buonaparte
died was not the effect of climate.” SR
- In support of Dr Arnott’s ‘statement, it may be
observed, that of Napoleon’s numerous family of near-
ly fifty persons, English servants included, only one
died during all their five years’ residence on the is-
limd; and that person (Cipriani, the Major-Domo,)
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-had contracted theillness which carried him off; being
ufsgecies of consumption, before he left Europe.
. Dr. Arnott, to whose opinion we are induced to
give great weight; both from the excellence of. his

* character and his having the best opportunities of
information, states that the seirrhus, or cancer of the
stomach, is an obscure disease ; the symptoms which
announce it being common to, and characteristic, of,
other diseases in the same region ; yet he early. con-
ceived that some morbid alteration of the structure
of the stomach had talken place; especially after he
learned that his patient’s father had died of scirrhug
of the pylorus. He believed, as already. hinted, that
the disease was in its incipient state, even so far back
as the end of the year 1817, when the patient was af.
fected with pain in the: stomach, nausea; and vomit-
ing, especially after taking food; which ‘symptoms:
never left him from that period, bu¢ increased pro-
gressively till the day of his death. y

" From this period, therefore; Napoleon was in & si-
tuation which, considering his great actions, and the
heightof his former fortunes, deserved the compassion
of his most bitter encmies, and the sympathy of all
who were disposed to take a moral lesson fiom the
most extraordinary vicissitude of human affairs which
history has ever presented. = Nox can we doubt that
such reflections might have eventually led to much:
relaxation in the severity with which the prisoner
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was watched, and, it may be, at lengih to his entire
emancipation. But to attain this end, it would have
been necessary that Napoleon’s eonduct, while under
restrictions, should have been of a very different
character from that which he thought it most politic,
or felt it most natural, to adopt. First, to obtain
the sympathy and privileges due to an invalid, he
ought to have permitted the visits of some medical
person, whose report might be held as completely
. impartial.  This could not be the case with that
of Dr O’Meara, engaged as he was in the prison-
er’s intimate and even secrét service, and on the
worst terms with' the Governor ; and Napoleon’s po-
sitive rejection of all other assistance seemed to
countenance the belief, however unjust, that he was
either feigning indisposition, ox making use of some
slight symptoms of it to obtain a relaxation of the
Governor’s vigilance. - Nor was it to be supposed
that Dr Antommarchi’s. evidence, being that of an
individual entirely dependent on Napoleon, could
be considered as more authentic, till corroborated by
some indifferent, and, at the same time, competent
medical authority.

Secondly, It is.to be remembered that the funda-
mental reason on which Napoleon’s confinement wag
vindicated, was, that his liberty was inconsistent
with the tranquillity of Europe. To prove the con-.
trary, it would have been necessary that the Ex-
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- Emperor should have evinced a desire to retreat from
political disputes, and shown Symptoms of having
laid aside or forgotten those ambitious projects which
had so long convulsed Europe. Compassion, and the
admiration of great talents, might then have led the
states of Europe to confide in the resigned dispositions
of one, whom age, infirmities, and sufferings, appear-
ed to incline to dedicate the remainder of his days
to-ease and retirement, and"in whom they might
seem a sure guarantee for his pacific intentions. Bug
so far were such feelings from ‘being exhibited, that
everything which emanated from St Helena showed
that the Ex-Emperor nourished all his former plans,
and'vindicated all his former actions. He was not 52~
tisfied that the world should adopt the opinion that
hisambition was allayed, and his Ppretensions to empire
velinquished.  On the contrary, his efforts, and those
of the works into which he breathed his spirit, went
to prove, if they proved anything, that he never en-
tertained ambition of a culpable character—that his
claims of sovereignty were grounded upon national
law and justice—that he had a right to entertain them
formerly, and that he was disposed and entitled to
assert them still.  He was at pains to let the world
know that he wasnot altered in the slightest degree,
was neither ashamed of his projects, nor had renoun-

-ced them ; but, if restored to Europe, that he would
be in all respects the same person, with the same
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claims, and listle diminished activity, as when he
landed at Cannes to recover the empire of France.

This mode of pleading his cause had the inevitable
eonsequence, of confirming all those who had deemed
restrictions on his freedom to be necessary in'the
outset, (and these were the great majority of Eu-
rope,) in the belief that the same reasons existed for
continuing the restraint, which had originally caused
_ it to be imposed. We are unwilling to revert again
to the hackneyed simile of the imprisoned lion'; but
certainly, if the royal animal which Don Quixote
desired to set at liberty, had, instead of demeaning
himself peaceably and with urbanity, been roaring,
ramping, and tearing the bars of his cage, it nfay be
questioned whether the Great Redresser of Wirongs
himself would have advocated his freedom.

In November 1816, Napoleon sustained a loss to
which he must have been not a little sensible, in
the removal of Count Las Cases from his society.
The devoted attachment of the Count to his person
could not be doubted, and his age, and situation as a
civilian, made him less aptto enter into those feudsand
quarrels, which sometimes, notwithstanding their ge-
neral attachment to Napoleon, seemed to have arisen
among the military officers of the household of Tiong-
wood. * He was of a literary turn, and qualified to
converse upon general topies, both of history and
science. He had been an emigrant, and under-
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standing all the manceuvres and intrigues of the
ancient Noblesse, had many narrations which Na-
poleon was not unwilling to listen to. Above all,
he received and recorded everything which was
said by Napoleon, with undoubting faith and un:
weatied assiduity. And, like the author of one
‘of ‘the most entertaining books in the English lan-
~guage, (Boswell’s Life of J ohnson,) Count Las Ca-
ses thought nothing trivial that could illustrate his
«subject.  Like Boswell, too, his veneration for his "
-principal was so deep, that he seems to have lost, in
- some cases, the exact perception of right and wrong,
in his determination to consider Napoleon as always
in the right. But his attachment, if to a certain de-
‘gree tending to blind his judgment, came warm from
his heart. The Count gave a substantial mark, also,
~of his sincerity, in dedicating to his master’s service
~a sum of L.4000, or thereabout, his whole private
Aortune, which was vested in the English funds.
« For our misfortune, as also for his own, since he
‘must have considered his separation from Buona-
rparte as such, Count Tas Cases had been tempted
into a line of conduct inconsistent with the engage-
ment he had come under with the other attendants
-of the Ex-Emperor, not to hold secret communica~
‘tion beyond the verge of theisland. The opportunity
“of a servant of his own returning to England, indu-
.eed him to confide to the domestic’s charge alettgr,
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written upon a piece of white silk, that it might be
the more readily concealed, which was stitched into
the lad’s clothes. It was addressed to Prince Lu-
cien Buonaparte. As this was a direct transgression,
In a most material point, of the conditions which
Count Las Cases had promised to observe, hie was
dismissed from the island and sent tol the Cape of
_ Good Hope, and from thence to Europe. His Jou-
nal remained for some time in the hands of Sir
Hudson Lowe ; but, as we had formerly occasion to
mention, alterations and additions were afterwards
made, which, in general, are more vituperative of
the Governor, than the manuseript as. it eriginally
stood when the Count lefs St Helena, The abridge-
ment of the Count’s stay at the island was much tobe
regretted, as his Journal forms the best record, not
only of Napoleon’s real thoughts, but of the opinions
which he desired should be received as such. - Un.
questionably, the separation fiom this devoted fol-
lower added greatly to the disconsolate situation of
the Exile of Longwood ; but it is impossible to sup-
press the remark, that, when a gentleman attached to
Napoleon's suite found himself at liberty thus to break
through a plighted engagement in his chief’s behalf,
it sufficiently vindicate Sir Hudson Lowe for put-
ting little faith in the professions made to him, and
declining to relax any reasonable degree of vigilance

which the safe custody of his prisoner scemed to- de-
mand.
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The' complaints of Napoleon and his followers
produced, as they ought to have done, an inquiry
into the personal treatment of the Ex—Emperor, in
the British Parliament ; when the general reasoning
which we have hinted at, joined to the exposure
which ministers afforded of the exaggerated represen-
tations that had been made in'the statements which
had come from 8t Helena, were found greatly to pre- -
ponderate over the arguments of Napoleon’s compas-
sionate and accomplished advocate, Tord Holland.

' The question came before the House of Lords, on
18th March 1817. Lord Holland, in a speech of: great
good sense and moderation, disowned all attempts at
persuading the House, that the general line of poli-
ey, adopted with respect to Napoleon should be chan-
ged. It'had been adopted in contradiction to his
(Lord Holland’s) sentiments, but it had been con-
firmed by Parliament, and he did not hope to obtain
areversal of their judgment. Bu, if the confining Na-
poleon was, as had been alleged, a measure of neces-
sity, it followed that necessity must limit what ne-
cessity had created, and of course that the prisoner
‘should be treated with no unnecessary harshness.
His lordship did not presume to state the reports
which had reached him as absolute matters of fact,
but only as yumours which demanded an inquiry,
where the honour of the country was so nearly con-
-eerned. Most of the allegations.on which Lord Hol-
-Jand grounded his motion, were contained in a paper

™ »
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of complaints sent by General Montholon. The par-
ticulars noticed in this remonstrance were circurms
stances which have been already adverted to, but
tay be here briefly noticed, as well as the answers
by the British government. 2 SR E T

First, the restrictions upon the exereising gi-ound
formerly allowed to Napoleon, was alleged as a giie-
- vance. The climate of St Helena, Lord Holland
admitted, was good, but his lordship complained that
the upper part of the island, where Longwood was
situated, was damp and unhealthy. The inconveni-
ence of the house was also complained of.

Lord Bathurst, the colonial secretary of state, re-
plied to this charge, that the general accourtts of
Longwood described it as healthy. It had been ghe

‘usual country residence of the Lieutenant-Governor,
which went far to show that the site could not be ineli-
gible. The situation had been preferred by Napoleon
himself, who was so impatient to take possession' of
it, that he even wished to have pitched a tent there
#ill the house could be cleared for his reception. The
restriction of the bounds of exercise, he explained to
have been caused by Napoleon’s evincing some dis-
position to tamper with the inhabitants. He still had
a cireuit of eight miles, within which he might
range unattended and uncontrolled. - If he wished
to go farther, he was at Iiberty to traverse the island,
upon permitting an orderly officer to join his suite.
His refusal to take exereise on such terms, was net

o
-
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the fault of the British government; and if Napo-
leon’s health suffered in consequence, it was the re-
sult not of the regulations, which were reasonable
and indispensable, but of his own wilfulness in refu-
sing to comply with them. i 3
. The second class of exceptions taken by Lord Hol-
Jand, was against what he considered as the harsh
and iniquitous restrictions upon the Exile’s commu- :
mication with Europe. Ie,was not, his lordship
stated, permitted to obtain books, or to subscribe
for journals and newspapers. All intercourse by
‘letter was interdicted to the distinguished prisoner,
even with his wife, his child, and his nearest and
deatest relatives. . He was not allowed to write un-
der seal to the Prince Regent.

« Upon these several topics Lord Bathurst answer-
ed, that a list of books, the value of which amount-
ed to 1..1400 or 1..1500, (which General Montholon
termed a few books,) had been sent by Napoleon to
Britain ; that the commissioners put this list into the
hands of an eminent Erench bookseller, who had sup-
plied as many as could be obtained in London and
Paris, but several of them, chiefly works on military
‘matters, could not be procured. The volumes which
«could be procured, had been sent, with an apology for
the omission of those which were not to be gotten ;
but the residents of Longwood had not admitted the

.excuse. Respecting the permission of a free subscrip-
tion by Napoleon to journals, Lord Bathurst deem-

= .
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ed it his duty to place some restriction upon that spe-
cies of indulgence, attempts having being detected to _
establish a correspondence with Napoleon through
the medium of newspapers. On the subject of inter.
course with- Europe by letter, Lord Bathurst stated
that it was not interdicted, unless by the condition
that Sir Hudson Lowe should previously be permit-
_ ted to read the letter, whether of business or other.
wise.  This right, Lord Bathurst stated, had been
exercised only by the Governor in person, and
with strict delicacy and feeling; and he repelled,
with .the most flat contradiction, the assertions of
Montholon, that the Governor of St Helena had
broken: open and detained letters, under preence
that they did not come through the channel of the
English minister. Lord Bathurst said, that Gene-
ral Montholon had been challenged by Sir Hudson
Lowe to produce a single instance of such tyranny
having been permitted, but that the French general
had remained silent, the assertion being absolutely
fulse. All the letters which the relatives of Napoleon
were disposed to send through his, Lord Bathurst's,
office, he said, should be instantly forwarded, but it
was, a necessary preliminary that such should be
written. Now, a letter from his brother Joseph,
which was received in October last, and instantly for-
warded, was the only one from amy of his family
or relatives which had reached the office. His.
loxdship then adverted to the regulation which enact-
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ed, that even a letter to the Prince Regent must
pass through the Governor of St Helena's hands in
an open state. Lord Bathurst explained that the
regulation gave the Governor no authority or option
as to transmitting the letter, which he was directed
to forward instantly. The rule only required that Sir
Hudson Lowe should be privy to the contents, in
order, that, if it should contain any impeachment of
his conduct, his defence or apelogy might reach Len-
don as soon as the accusation, This, his lordship re-
marked, was necessary, in order that no time might
be lost in redressing a complaint of a grave charac-
ter; or in repelling ay frivolous and unsubstantial
chasge. He added, that should any sealed letter be
addressed to the Prince Regent by Napoleon, he,
Lord Bathurst, would have no hesitation to open it,
if the Governor had not previously done so. He
should conceive it to be his duty to forward it in-
stantly as addressed whenever he was acquainted
with the contents ; but being in his department re-
sponsible for the acts of the sovereign, he would feel
it ‘his duty to make himself previously acquainted
with the mature of the communication,

Thirdly, Lord Holland touched on the inade-
quacy of the sum allowed for the maintenance of Na-
poleon, and on the unworthiness of making that per-
sonage contribute to bear his own charges. The mi-

nisters, his lordship stated, having placed him in a
situation where great ex%ense was necessary, turned

B
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roundupon him, and insisted that he should himself
be in'a great measure at the charge of supporting
it t J 5
Liord Bathurst replied by stating' the facts with
which the reader is already acquainted. He mention=
ed, that the sum of 1..8000 had been fixed upon as
adequate, after the heavy expenses of the first year's
. and that it was increased to L.12,000, on the remon+
strance of Sir Hudson Lowe. This allowance, he
said, was the same given to the Governor, who had
to bear the cost of frequent entertainments. It did
not appear to government, that the family of Nas
poleon, which was to be mainftained on the footing
of that becoming a general officer of distinction;
ought to cost more than that of Sir Hudson Lowe;
who actually held that condition, with the neeessity:
of discharging the expenses of his staff, and all other
incumbent disbursements. He gave some details on
the subject of the provisions and the cellar, from:
which it appeared, that, besides the inferior species
of wine, the table of Napoleon was supplied at the
rate of two hottles daily of those of a superxor qua-
lity for each individual. i
Lord Holland concluded with stating, that, al-
though Queen Mary could be no otherwise regarded
than as the bitterest enemy of the illustrious Eliza~
beth, yet the greatest stain upon the memory of the'
latter sovereign was not the unjust, for unjust it was
not, but the harsh and ungenerous treatment of

o
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Mary. « He reminded the House, that it.would

* 1ot be considered by posterity, whether Buonaparte
had been justly punished for his crimes, but whether
Great Britain had acted in that generous manner
which became a great country. He then moved for
the production of such papers and correspondence
betwixt St Helena and the British government, as:
should seem best fitted to throw light on the perso-
nal treatment of Napoleon. §

+ It may be observed, that in the candid and hberal
manner in which Lord Holland stated the case; he
was Ied‘into a comparison unfavourable to his own:
argument. To have rendered the case of Mary, (the
justice of which his lordship admitted, in questioning
its generosity;) parallel to that of Napoleon, two re-
markable circumstances were wanting. First, Mary,
far from being at war with Queen Elizabeth, was os~
tensibly on the most friendly terms with that sove=
reign when she took refuge in England ; secondly,
the British ministry testified no design to finish Na<
poleon’s confinement by cutting off his head. -

Lord Darnley, who had concurred with Lord
Holland in desiring an inquiry, now considered the
reports alluded to as totally refuted by the candid
~ and able statement of Lord Bathurst, and was not of
opinion that Lord Holland should press the motion
farther. The Marquis of Buckingham's opinion was
founded on the broad ground of Napoleon's delin-
quencies towards Europe,ls;ndEngland in particulaz.

* »
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Ie was of opinion, that every degree of restraint ne-
cessary to prevent his escape, should be imposed and
enforced. The severe and close durance to which Ge-

neral Buonaparte was subjected, was not, his lord-*

ship said, dictated by motives of revenge, buf of se-
curity. It was a piece of political justice which we
owed to Europe, and the defeat of which would never
! be forgotten in this or in any other state of the civi-
lized world.

The motion of Lord Holland does not appear to

have been seconded, and was negatived without a
division. :
There can be no doubt, that the failure of this effort
in the British Senate had a deep effect on Napo-
leon’s spirits, and may, perhaps, have aggravated
that tendency to disease in the stomach, which was

suspected to have already taken pla&; - Nothing is

better known, though perhaps few things are more

difficult to be satisfactorily explained, than the myste-

rious connexion betwixt distress of mind and the ac-
tion of the digestive powers. Violent sickness is pro-

duced on many persons by extreme and sudden afflic-

tion, and almost every one feels the sfomach more or

Iess affected by that which powerfully and painfully
occupies the mind. And here we may add, that Lord
Holland's kindness and compassion for so great aman,

under such severe circumstances, were shown by a va-"

riety of delicate attentions on his part and that of his

lady, anid that the supplies of books and other articles

%
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and the sordid and uudeuded versatility and imbeeili-.

ty of the DJrectory ; and the people in general desi-.

red a settled form of government, which, if less fiiee,

should be more stable in duration, and better calcu~

lated to assure to individuals the protection of pro.

per;yvaﬁd of personal freedom, than those which had

followed the downfall of the monarchy. A successs

ful general, of a character more timid, or conscience

more tender, than that of Napoleon, might have at-.
tempted the restoration of the Bourbons.  But Na-

poleon foresaw the difficulties which would occur by

an attempt to" reconcile the recall of the emigrants to

the assurance of the national sales, and aptly conclu-
ded, that the parties which tore France to pieces would

be most readily amalgamated together under the au=
thority of one, who was in a great measure a stranger

to them all.,

Arrived at the possession of supreme power, a
height that dazzles and confounds so many, Napo-:
leon seemed only to occupy the station: for which he
was born, to which his peculiar powers adapted him,
and his brilliant career of success gave him, under
all qircumétanpes, an irresistible claim. He continued,
therefore, with a calm mind and enlightened wisdom,
to consider the means of rendering his power stable;
of destroying the republican impulse, and establish-
ing a monarchy, of which he destined himself to be
the monarch.  To most men the attempt to revive
in favour of a military adventurer, aform of govern-
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of Napoleon, at the commencement of his: career,

were highly laudable.  The battle of Marengo, with
its ‘cdﬁsé(flﬁén“s,‘—‘-thé softening of eivil discord, ,j he
reconciliation with the Church of Rome, the recall
of the grgaft ‘body of the emigrants, and the reviyifi-
cation of National Jurisprudence,—were all -events
cﬂ‘]ﬁc‘u]"ﬁt‘:‘e‘d'to flatter the imagination, and even gain
- the affections, of the"people. v o v
* But, with a dexterity peculiar to himself, Napoleon
proceeded, while abolishing the Republic, to press
into his service those very democratical principles
which had given rise to the Revolution, and encou-
raged the attempt to found & comnionwealth. His
sagacity had not failed to observe, that the popylar
objections ‘to the ancient government were founded
less upon any objection to the Royal authority in it-
self, than a dislike, amounting to detestation, of the
privileges which it allotted to the nobles and to the

clergy, who held, from birth and office, the right to fill

the superior ranks in every profession, and barred the
" competition of all others, however above them inmerit,
When, therefore, Napoleon constructed his new form
of monarchical government, he wisely considered that
e was not, like hereditary monarchs, tied down to any
particular rules arising out of ancient usage, but,
being himself creator of the power which he wield-
ed, he was at liberty to model it according to his own
pleasure.  He had been raised also so easily to the
throne, by the general acknowledgment of his me-

¢ s
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rits, that he had not needed the assistance of a panty of
his ‘own 5 consequently, being unlimited by previous
engagements, and by the necessity of gratifying old
partizans, or acquiring new ones, his conduct was in
a very unusual degree free and unlimited. :
Jwﬂavmg, therefore, attained the summit aﬂ, hu-
man poywer, he proceeded, advisedly and delibe-
rately, to lay the foundation of his throne on t.hat,
democratic principle which had opened his own career,
and which was: the throwing open to merit, though

"without further title, the road to success in every de-

-partment of the state. This was the secret key of
’Na, oleon’s policy ; and he was so well aided i in the
of it, by acute perception of character, as well as
by‘."gmé_iy nature and good feeling, (both of which, in
his cooler moments, he possessed,) that he never,
through all his vicissitudes, lost an opportunity of
“conciliating and pleasing the multitude by evincing
a well-timed attention to distinguish and reward ta-
Ient. « To this his conversation perpetually alluded ;
and for this he claims, and is entitled to, the highest
praise. We have little hesitation in repeating, that it
‘ag this opening a full career to talent of every kind,
‘which was the key-stone of his reputation, and the
main foundation of his power. Unhappily, his love
of merit, and disposition to reward it; were not ‘féund-
ed exclusively upon a patriotic attention to the public

“welfare, far less on a purely benevolent desire to re-
' ; 7
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Emperor and the empire. Still; however, the Soves,
reign and the state might be, and at length actu-
ally were, separated ; and' the egotistical character of
Buonaparte could, after that separation, find amuse-
inent and interest in the petty scale of Elba, to which:
his exertions were then limited.* ' Like the magic
tent in the Arabian Tales, his faculties could expand.
. to inclose half a world, with all its cares and desti..
nies, or could" accommedate themselves to the con- -
cerns of a petty rock in the Mediterranean, and his
own conveniences when he retreated to its precincts.
We believe that while France acknowledged Napo-
leon as Emperor; he would cheerfully have laid down
“his life for her benefit; but we greatly doubt, if,cby
merely raising his finger, he could have made her
happy ‘under the Bourbons, whether (unless the
merit of the action had redounded to his own per-
sonal fame,) that finger would have been lifted.. In
a word, his feelings of self-interest were the central
point of a circle, the circumference of ‘which may be
extended or contracted at pleasure, but the centre
itself remains fixed and unchanged.
Tt is needless to inquire how far this solicitous, and
we mustadd, enlightened attention to his own interest,
facilitated Buonaparte’s ascent to the supreme power.

# See Vol. VIIL p. 230.
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that protection of the existing state of things, which
Was necessary (o terminate the wild and changeful re-
currence of perpetual revolutions. Had Napoleon
stopped here, his conduct would have been unblame.
" able, and unblamed, unless by the more devoted f'ol.
_ logers of the House of Bourbon, against whom Provi.
"dence appeared to most men to have closed the gate
of restoration. Buthis principles of egotism would not
be satisfieduntil he had totally destroyed every vestige
of those free institutions, which had been acquired
by the perils, the blood, the tears of the Revolution,
and reduced France, save for the influence of public
opinion, to the condition of Constantinople or of
Algiers. It was a merit to raise up the throne, it
was natural that lie who did so should himself occu-
py it; since in ceding it to the Bourbons, he must
have betrayed those at whose hands he accepted
power ; but to plunder the nation of their privileges
as free-born men, was the act of a parricide. The
nation Tost under his successive encroachments, what ¢
liberty the ancient government had left them, and
all those rights which had been acquired by the Re-
volution. Political franchises, individual interests,”
the property of municipalities, the progress of educa-
tion, of science, of mind and sentiment, all were usurp-
ed by the government. France was one immenge
army, under the absolute authority of a military
commander, subject to no control nor responsibility,

18
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prove their capital by the adventure, than when
double the expense is employed at the arbitrary will
of a despotic sovereign ! Yet it had been well if
bridges, roads, harbours, and public works, had been
the only compensation which Napoleon offered to
the people of France for the liberties he took from
them. But he poured out to them, and shared with
them, to drown all painful and degrading recollec-
tions, the intoxicating and fatal draught of military
glory and universal domination. To lay the whole
universe prostrate at the foot of France, while France,
the Nation of Camps, should herself have no higher
rank than the first of her own Emperor’s slaves, was
the gigantic project at which he laboured with“such
tenacious assiduity. It was the Sisypheean stone,
which he rolled so high up the hill, that at length
he was crushed under its precipitate recoil.

The main objects of that immense enterprise were
such as had been undertaken while his spirit of am=
bition was at its height ; and no one dared, even in
his councils, to interfere with the resolutions which
he adopted. Had these been less eminently success-
ful, it is possible he might have paused, and perhaps
might have preferred the tranquil pursuit of a course
_ which might have rendered one kingdom free and
happy, to the subjugation of all Europe. But Na=
poleon’s career of constant and uninterrupted suc-
cess under the most disadvantageous circumstances,
togethel: with his implied belief in his Destiny, con-



NAPOLEON BEUONAPARTE. 325
spired, with the extravagant sense of his own im-~
portance, to impress him with an idea, that he was
not ““in the roll of common men,” and induced him
to venture on the most desperate undertakings, as if
animated less by the result of reason than by an in-
ternal assurance of success. After great miscarriages,
he is said sometimes to have shown a corresponding
depression; and thence he resigned four times the
charge of his army when he found his situation em-
barrassing, as if no longer feeling confidence in his
own mind; or conceiving he was deserted for the mo-
ment by his guardian genius. There were similar
alternations, too, according to General Gourgaund’s
account, in his conversation. At times, he would
speak like a deity, at others, in the style of a very
oxdinary person,

To the egotism of Napoleon, we may also trace
the general train of deception which marked his
public policy, and, when speaking upon subjects in
‘which his own character was implicated, his private
conversation.

In his public capacity, he had so completely pros-
tituted the liberty of the press, that France could
know nothing whatever but through Napoleon's own
bulletins. - The battle of Trafalgar was not hinted
at till several months after it had been fought, and
then it was totally mi_s}ep;esent.,ed; and so deep and
dark was the mantle which covered the events in
which the people were most interested, that, on the
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very evening when the battle of Montmartre was:
fought, the Moniteur, the chief organ of public in-
telligence, was occupied in a commentary on 70s0-
graphie, and a criticism on a drama on the subject
of the chaste Susannah. The hiding the truth is
onfy one step to the invention of falsehood, and, as
a periodical publisher of news, Napoleon became so
eminent for both, that, to ¢ lie like a bulletin,” be-
came an adopted expression, not likely soon to lose
ground in the French language, and the more dis-
graceful to Napoleon, that he is well known to have
written those official documents in most instances’
himself.

- Even this deceptive system, this plan of alter-
nately keeping the nation in ignorance, or abusing it
by falsehood, intimated a sense of respect for public
o'piilion. Men love darkness, because their deeds are
evil. Napoleon dared not have submitted to the pub-
lic an undisguised statement of his perfidious and trea~ :
_cherous attacks upon Spain, than which a more gross
breach of general good faith and existing treaties
could scarce have been conceived. Nor would he
have chosen to plead at the public bar, the policy of
his continental system, adopted in total ignorance of
the maxims of political economy, and the conse-
quences of which were, first, to cause general distress,
and then to encourage universal resistance against
the French yoke throughout the whole continent of
Europe. Nor is it more likely that, could the public
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have had the power of forming a previous judgment
upon the probable event of the Russian campaign,
that rash enterprise would ever have had an exist-
ence. In silencing the voice of the wise and good,
the able and patriotic, and communicating only with
such councillors as were the echoes of his own mcll-
nzmons, Napoleon, like Lear,

# Kill’d his physician, and the fee bestow’d

-
Upon the foul disease.”

"This was the more injurious, as Napoleon’s know-
ledge of the politics, interests, and character of fo-
Teign courts was, excepting in the case of Ttaly, ex-
ceedingly imperfect., The peace of Amiens might
have remained uninterrupted, and the essential good
‘understanding betwixt France and Sweden need ne-
ver have been broken, if Napoleon could, or would,
have understood the free constitution of England,
which permits every man to print or publish what he
may choose; or if he could have been convinced that
the institutions of Sweden did not permit their'go-
vernment to place their fleets and armies at the dis-
posal of a foreign power, or to sink the ancient king-
dom of the Goths into a secondary and vassal go-
vernment. ;
Self:love, so sensitive as that of Napoleon, bhun-
ned especially the touch of ridicule. The gibes of
the English papers, the caricatures of the London
 print-shops, were the pétty stings which instigated,
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in‘a great measure, the breach of the peace of Amiens.
The laughter-loving Frenchmen were interdicted the
use of satire, which, all-licensed during the times of
the republic, had, even under the monarchy, been
only punished with a short and easy confinement in
the Bastile. During the time of the consulate, Na-
poleon was informed that a comic opera, something
on the plan of the English farce of High Life Be-
low Stairs, had been coraposed by Monsieur Du-
paty and brought forward on the stage, and that, in
this audacious performance, three valets mimicked
the manners, and even the dress, of the three Con-
suls, and especially his own. He ordered that the
actors should be exposed at the Greve, in the dresses
they had dared to assume, which should be there
stripped from their backs by the executioner; and

he commanded that the author should be sent to St

Domingo, and placed, as a person under requisition,
at the disposal of the commander-in-chief. The
sentence was not executed, for the offence had not
existed, at least to the extent alleged;* but the
intention shows Napoleon’s ideas of the liberty of the
stage, and intimates what would have been the fate
of the author of the Beggar’s Opera, had he written
for the French Opera Comique. :
But no light, which reason or information could

# Mémoires sur le.Consulat, p. 148,

o
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supply, was able to guide the intensity of a selfish
ambition, which made Napoleon desire that the whole
administration of the whole world should not only re-
motely, but even directly and immediately, depend
on his own pleasure. When he distributed kingdoms
" to his brothers, it was under the express understand-
ing that they were to follow in everything the couxse
of politics which he should dictate ; and after all,
he seemed only to' create dependent states for the :
purpose of resuming them. The oppressions, which,
in the name of France, he imposed upon Holland
were the direct, and, in all probability, the calcula-
ted means of dethroning his brother Louis; and
heshad thoughts of removing Joseph from Spain,
when he saw of what a fair and goodly realm he had
pronounced him king. In his wild and insatiable ex-
travagance of administering in person the govern-
‘ment of every realm which he conquered, he brought
his powerful mind to the level of that of the spoiled
child, who will not be satisfied without holding in its
own hand whatever has caught its eye. The system,
grounded on ambition so inordinate, carried with it
in its excess the principles of its own ruin. The run-
ner who will never stop for repose must at last fall *
down with fatigue. Had Napoleon succeeded both
in Spain and Russia, he would not have rested, until
he had found elsewhere the disasters of Baylen and
. of Moscow.
The consequences of the unjustifiable aggressions
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of the Krench Emperor were an unlimited extéiit of
slanghter, fire, and human misery, all arising from-
the ambition of one man, who, never giving the least.
sign of having repented the unbounded mischief,
seemed, on the contrary, to justify and take pride in
the ravage which he had occasioned. This ambi-.
‘tion, equally insatiable and incurable; justified Bu~
rope in securing his person, as if it had been that of
2 lunatic, whose misguided rage was not directed
against an individual, but against the civilized world;.
which, wellnigh overcome by him, and escaping with
difficulty, had anatural right to be guaranteed against
repetition of the frantic exploits of a being who seem-
ed guided by more than human passion, and capable .
of employing in execution of his purpose more than
human strength. 3
The same egotism, the same spirit of sclf-decep-
tion, which marked Napoleon during his long and
‘awful career of success, followed him into adversity.
He framed apologies for the use of his little company
of followers, as he had formerly manufactured bulle-
tins for the Great Nation. Those to whom these
excuges were addressed, Las Cases and the other
gentlemeu of Napoleon’s suite, being too much de-
‘voted to him, and too generous to dispute after his
- fall doctrines which it would have been dangerous to
- controvert during his power, received whatever he
said as truths delivered by a prophet, and set down
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doubtless to the score of inspiration what could by no
effort be reconciled to truth. The horrid evils which
afflicted Europe during the years of his sticcess, were
represented to others, and perhaps to his own'mind, as
consequences which the Emperor neither wished nor
contemplated, but which were necessarily and unal-
terably attached to the execution of the great plans
which the Man of Destiny had been called upon earth
to perform, resembling in so far the Turid and fear-
inspiring train pursuing the rapid course of a brilliant
comet, which the laws of the universe have' prOJected
through the pathless firmament.

Some crimes he committed of a different character,
which seem tohave sprung, not like the general evils
of ‘war, from the execution of great and calculated
plans of a political or mlhtary kind, but must have
had their source in a temper naturally passionate and
vindictive. The Duc d’Enghien’s murder was at
the head of this list ; a gratuitous actof treaehery and
cruelty, which, being undeniable, led Napoleon to be
believed capable of other crimes of a secret and bloody
character, — of the murder of Pichegru and of
Wright,—of the spiriting away of My Windham, who
was never afterwards heard of,—and of other actions
of similar atrocity. We pause before charging him
with_any of those which have not been distinetly
proved.  For, while it is certain that he had a love

. of personal vengeance, proper, it is said, to his coun-

try, it is equally evident, that, vehement by tempera-
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ment, he was lenient and calm by policy 5 and that, if
he had indulged the former disposition, the seeurity
with which he might have done so, together with the
ready agency of his fatal police, would have made
“his rage resemble that of one of the Roman empe-
rors. He was made sensible, too late, of the general
odium drawn upon him by the murder of the Duc
d’Enghien, and does not seem to have been' dispo-
sed to incur farther risks of popular hatred in pro-
secution of his individual resentment. The records
of his police, however, and the persecutions experien-
ced by those whom Napoleon considered as his per-
sonal enemies, show that, by starts at least, nature
resumed her bent, and that he, upon whom there.was

no restraint, save his respect for public opinion, gave -

way occasionally to the temptation of avenging his
private injuries. He remarked it as a weakness inthe
character of his favourite Caesar, that he suffered his
* enemies to remain in possession of the power to in-
jure him ; and Antommarchi, the reporter of the ob-
servation, admitted, that when he looked on the per-
son before him, he could not but acknowledge that
e was unlikely to fall into such an error. ~
When Napoleon laid aside reserve, and spoke
what were probably his true sentiments, he endea-
voured to justify those acts of his government which
transgressed the rules of justice and morality, by po-
litical necessity, and reasons of state; or, in other
words, by the pressure of his own interest. This,
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however, was a plea, the full benefit of which he re-
served to vindicate his own actions, never permitting
it;to be used by any other sovereign. He consider-
ed Aimself privileged in transgressing the law of na-
tions, when his interests required it ; but pleaded as
warmly upon the validity of public law, when alle-
ging it had been infringed by other states, as if ‘he
himself had in all instances respected its doctrines as
inviolable.

But although Napoleon thus at times referred to
state necessity as the ultimate source of actions other-
wise unjustifiable, he more frequently endeavoured to
disguise his errors by denial, er excuse them by apolo-
gies,which had no foundation. His habits of conceal-

" ing truth, and inventing falsehood, had become so

strong, that his very last will and testament bears the
grossest marks of his deceptive system. He avers in
his will, that, by the confession of the Duc d’En=
ghien, the Count de Artois maintained sixty assas-"
sins against his life ; and that for this reason the
Duc d’Enghien was tried, convicted,and put to death.
The examination of the Duke hears no such confes-
sion, but, on the contrary, an express denial of the
whole of the alleged system; nor was there the
slightest attempt made to contradict him by other
testimony. He bequeathed, in like manner, a legacy
to a villain who had attempted the assassination of

the Duke of Wellington ; the assassin, according to
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his strange argumeut haying as goed a vight to kill
his rival and victor, as the English had to detain
him prisoner at St Helena. This clause in the last
will of a dying man, is not striking from its atrocity
merely, but from the inaccuracy of the moral rea-
somng which it exhibits. Napoleon has drawn a pa-
rallel betwixt two cases, which must be therefore both
right or both wrong. If both were wrong, why re-
ward the ruffian with a legacy ? but if both were right,
why complain of the British government for detaining
him at St Helena ?

But, indeed, the whole character of Napoleon s
autobiography marks his desire to divide mankind -
into two classes,—his friends and his enemies ;—the
former of whom are to be praised and vindicated ;
the latter to be vilified, censured, and condemnéd,
without any regard to truth, justice, or consistency.
To take a gross example, he stoutly affirmed, that
the treasures which were removed from Parig: in
April 1814, and carried to Orleans, were seized and
divided by the ministers of the allied powers,—Tal-
deyrand, Metternich, Hardenberg, and Castlereagh ;
and that the money thus seized included the mar-
tiage-portion of the Empress Maria Louisa.* Had

* See Dr O’Meara’s Voice from St Helena, who seems himself to
have been startled at the enormity of the fiction. What malkes it yet
more extrayagant, is, that Napoleon’s will disposes of a part of that
very treasure, 85 if it were still in the hands of Maria Louisa,
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this story been true, it would have presented Napo-
leon with a very simple means of avenging himself
upon Lord Castlereagh, by putting the British pub-
lic in possession of the secret.

It isnoless remarkable, that Napoleon, though him-
self a soldier and a distinguished one, could neveral-
low a tribute of candid praise to the troops and gene-
rals bywhomhewassuccesswelyopposed TInmention-
ing his victories, he frequently bestows commenda-
tion upon the valour and conduct of the vanquished.
"This was an additional and more delicate mode of
praising himself and his own troops, by whom these
enemies were overthrown. But he never allows any
mefit to those by whom he was defeated in tum. He
professes never to have seen the Prussian troops be-
have well save at Jens, or the Russians but at Aus-
terlitz. Those armies of the same nations, which he
both saw and felt in the campaigns of 1812 and 1813,
and before whom he made such disastrous retreats as
those of Moscow and Leipsic, were, according to his
expressions, mere canaille. - :

" In'the same manner, when he details an action in
which he triumphed, he is sure to boast, like the old
Grecian, (very justly perhaps,) that in this Forfune
had no share; while his defeats are entirely and
exclusively attributed to the rage of the elements,

‘the combination of some most extraordinary and un-
i #



334 LIFE OF

expected circumstances, the failure of some of his
Lieutenants or Mareschals, or, finally, the obsti=
nacy of the general opposed, who, by mere dint of
stupidity, blundered into success through cn‘eum~
stances which should have insured his ruin.

In a word, from one end of Napoleon's works to
the other, he has scarcely allowed himself to he
. guilty of a single fault or a single folly, excepting of
that kind, which, arising from an over confidence
and generosity, men secretly claim as merits, while
they affect to give them up as matters of censure. If
we credit his own word, we must believe him to haye
been a faultless and impeccable being. If we do not,
we must set him down as one that, where his own’re-
putation was'concerned, told his story with a tobal
disregard to candour and truth, ‘

Perhaps it was a consequence of the same indif:
ference to truth, which induced Napoleon to receive
into his favour those French officers who hroke their
parole by escape from England. This, he alleged,
he did by way of retaliation, the British government
having, as he pretended, followed a similar line of
conduet. The defence is false, in point of fact; butif
it were true, it forms no apology for a sovereign and
a general countenancing a breach of honour in a gen-
tleman and a soldier. The French officers who.libe-

rated themselves by such means, were not the less
o o q
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dishonoured men, and unfit to bear command in the
army of France, though they could haye pointed
with truth to similar examples of infamy in England.
But the most extraordinary instance of Napo-
leon’s deceptive system, and of his determination, at
all events, to place himself under the most faveur-
able light to the beholders, is his attempt to repre-
sent himself as the friend and protector of liberal and
free principles. He had desfroyed every vestige of
liberty in France—he had persecuted as ideologists
all who cherished its memory—he had boasted him-
self the restorer of monarchical government—the
war between the Constitutionalists and him, covered,
after the return from Elba, by a hollow truce, had
been renewed, and the liberalists had expelled him
from the capital—he had left in his Testament, the
appellation of ¢raitor with La Fayette, one of their
earliest, most devoted, and most sincere chiefs—yet;
notwithstanding all this constant opposition to the
party which professes most to be guided by them, he
has ventured to represent himself as a friend of liberal
ideas! He has done so, and he has been belieyed.
There is but one explanation of this. The friends
of revolution are upon principle the enemies of an-
cient and established governments—Napoleon be-
came_the opponent of the established powers from
circumstances ; not because he disputed the character
_ of their government, but because they would not ad-
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mit him into their circle ; and though there was not,
and could not be, any real connexion betwixt his sys-
tem and that of the Liberalists, yet both had the
same opponents, and each loved in the other the
enemy of their enemies. It was the business of
Napoleon in his Iatter days, to procure, if profes-
sions' could gain it, the sympathy and good opinion
. of any or every class of politicians; while, on the
‘contrary, it could not be indifferent to those to whom
he made advances, to number among their disciples,
even in the twelfth hour, the name of Napoleon.
Tt resembled what sometimes happens in the Catholic
church, when a wealthy and powerful sinner on his
death-bed receives the absolution of the church on
easy terms, and dies after a life spent in licentious
courses, wrapt up in the mantle, and girded with the
cord, of some order of unusual strictness. Napoleon
living a despot and a conqueror, has had his. memory
consecrated and held up to admiration by men, who
term themselves emphatically the friends of freedom. '
The faults of Buonaparte, we conclude as we
commericed, were rather those of the sovereign and
politician, than of the individual. Wisely is it writ-
ten, that if we say we have no sin we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us. It was the inor-
dinate force of ambition which made him the scourge .
of Europe; it was his efforts to disguise that selfish

principle, that made him combine fraud with force,
15

s
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and establish a regular system for deceiving those
whom he could not subdue. Had his natural dispo-
sition been coldly cruel, like that of Octavius, or
had he given way to the warmth of his temper,
like other despots, his private history, as well as
that of his campaigns, must have been written in
letters of blood. If, instead of asserting that he
never committed a crime, he had limited his self.
eulogy to asserting, that in )a.tta.'ming and wielding
supreme povwer, he had resisted the temptation to
commit many, he could not have been contradicted:
And this is no small praise. g ;

His system of government was false in the ex-
treme. It comprehended the slavery of France, and
aimed at the subjugation of the world. But to the
former he did much to requite them for the jewel of
which he robbed them. He gave them a regular go-
vernment, schools, institutions, courts of Jjustice, and
a code of laws. In Italy, his rule was equally splen-
did and beneficial. The good effects which arose to
other countries from his reign and character, begin
also to be felt, though unquestionably they are not
of the kind which he intended to produce. His in-
vasions, tending to reconcile the discords which exist-
ed in many states between the governors and govern-
ed, by teaching them to unite together against a
common enemy, have gone far to loosen the feudal
* £VOL. TX. Y
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timents from his young assistant ; and upon one occasion,
Napoleon drew up a part of the regiment which adhered to
him, and fired upon his commanding-officer and the rest.
After this skirmish, he was engaged in others, until the party
of Paoli becoming superior, Napoleon was solemnly banished
from his native island. &

He always blamed Pozzo de Borgo for having been active
in procuring his exile ; and with the strong love of Tevenge
which is said to mark his country, never, amongst so many
important affairs as afterwards requived his attention, forgot
his feud with his early rival. ‘Wherever France obtained
an ascendency, an abode there became dangerous to the object
of Napoleon’s hatred; to avoid which, Pozzo de Borgo was
compelled to retreat from one kingdom to another, until at
Tast he could only find shelter in England. But the fate of
these two early acquaintances seeméc}'gtrongly connected and
interwoven. As Napoleon began toflose ground, the fortunes
of his relative appeared to advance,.“v_ﬂ honours and allvan«
tages dropped mpon him, in proportion to Napoleon’s de~
scent from eminence. It was even his remarkable destiny to
have, from his influence in the Russian ‘councils, no small
share in deciding upon the destiny of his powerful persecus
tor. When the councils of the allies were wavering respects
ing the march to Paris; it was the arguments of Count Pozzo
de Borgo which supported the Emperor of Russia in his rea
solution to adopt that decisive reasure.

In the same volume (1IL. p. 80,) mention is madeof a
¢ small Jacobin publication (by Buonaparte,) called Ze Sou«
por de Beaucaire, a political dialogue between Murat and a
Federate, or Girondist, in which the latter is overwhglmed
and silenced by the arguments and eloquence of the friendsof
the people.” This is an inaceurate account of the Souper de
Beaucaire, of which the editor had not been able to find a
copy. - It has been since republished, and is of a ténor con-
siderably different from what ds above described. Murat, for
example, is not a personage in the dialogue. The seene is laid

7o
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at the period when the Federalists were making head against
the Jacobin government in several of the towns of France,
and particularly in Lyons and Marseilles. The date is 29th
July, 1793. The plan of the work is as follows :—

A miscellaneous party is supposed to meet at a table d’héte
at Beaucaire, during the last day of the great fair held at that
place. The company consists of a military man, being the
author himself, two merchants of Marseilles, a native of Nis«
mes, and an artisan of Montpellier. They fall naturally into
a train of conversation concerning the probable issue of the
civil war. 'The Marseillaise, who have just learned the bad suc-
cess of their countrymen’s attack upon Avignon, from which
they had been driven by the Jacobins, after holding it for a
short time, (see Vol. IL. p. 257,) are inquisitive to know the
state of the army of the democrats, under Cartaux ; and the
information which they'receive from the young soldier, is of
a nature to strike them with apprehension.

Thd Soldier. “ Thearmy of Cartaux was four thousand
men strong when it assaulted Avignon, (then occupied by the
Marseillaise army ;) it now amounts to six thousand, and
within four days will reach ten thousand men. It has never
been repulsed from Avignon, since it never made a formal at-
tack ; the troops only manceuvred about the place, in order
to ascertain where an attempt to force the gates, by means of
Jpetards, might be made to advantage ; a few cannon were
fired, to try the courage of the garrison, and it was then ne-
cessary to draw back to the camp, to combine the attack for
the next morning. The Marseillaise were three thousand six
hundred men ; they had a heavier and more numerous artil=
lery, and yet they have been obliged to recross the Durance,
That surprises you, but it is ouly veteran troops who can en=
dure the uncertain events of a siege. We were masters of the
Rhone, of Villeneuve, and of the open country; we had in-
tercepted all their communications. They were under the
necessity of evacuating the town, (Avignon;,) were pursued by
the cavalry, and lost many prisoners, and two guns.”

~ The Marseillaise endeavour to contrast these bad news

)
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with what they had to expect from the proposed exertions of
their city, in recruiting their army with new Ievies and with
heavy cannon. But the young officer proceeds in a profes-
sional manner to show the inferiority of 18 and 24 pounders
to field-artillery, when armies were to engage in the field, the
‘superior skill of regular artillery-men in serving the guns,
the advantages possessed by the disciplined soldiers of Car-
taux, over the raw recruits which Marseilles might call into
the field, and the want of means of subsistence in the city in
case of a close siege.

* The Marseillais, in reply, plays the part usually ascribed
to the interlocutor, in this species of dialogue, who combats
the opinions fayoured by the author. He proposes various
schemes of defence, one after another, the weakness of which
is easily exposed by his victorious antagonist. He points out
to them, that there was the wtmost folly in the extremity of
resistance, and that the Marséiﬂ‘ai‘% possessed no means
which could tltimately lead to stcéess. “ Your ariﬁ?," he
said, “ will be composed of all the wealthy and well-educa-
ted of ‘your city, for the Sans Culottes will readily turn
against you. Thus, you will expose the flower of your youth,
aceustomed to hold the commercial balancé of the Mediterra-
nean;, and to enrich their country by mercantile speculations,
by confronting them with veteran soldiers, who have been
dyed a hundred times in the blood of the furious aristocrat,
and ferocious Prussian. Let poor countries fight to the last "
extremity. The native of Vevarais, of the Cevennes, of Cor-
sica, may expose himself without fear to the event of battle.
If he gain the fight, he has afttained his purpose—if he loses,
he is in no worse situation than before for making peace.
But you—if yow lose a battle, the fruit of a thousand years
of fatigue, of labour, of frugality, of good fortune, become the
prey of the soldier.” 3
* In this tone the discussion proceeds, until the Marseillaise

-merchants, driven out of the field of dispute, are compelled
to acknowledge, that submission is the best chance they have
of escaping destruction. They agree to recommend it to their

o
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deputies for Corsica to the National Assembly. The his
tory of the work is given by M. J. B. Joly, printer at Dole,
by whom ene copy has been carefully preserved, corrected by
the author in two places, and bearing to be his gift. Buo-
naparte caused an hundred and fifty copies to be thrown off
and sent to Corsica. At the same time, Napoleon -meditated
other literary labours. He was then a lieutenant of artillery,
quagtered at Auxomne, and had composed a work, which
might form two volumes, on the political, civil, and military
history of Corsica. He invited Monsieur Joly to visit him
at Auxonne, with a view to print and publish this work. He
came, and found the future Emperor in a naked barrack
room, the sole furniture of which consisted of a wretched bed
without curtains, a table placed in the embrasure of a win«
dow, loaded with books and papers, and two chairs. His
brother Louis, whom he was teaching mathematics, lay on a
wretched mattress, in an adjoining”closet. Monsieur Joly
and the author agreed on the price of the impression of ;the
book, but Napoleon was at the time in uncertainty whether
he was to remain at Auxonne or not. Shortly after, he was
ordered to Toulon, where his extraordinary career first com-
menced. The work on Corsica was never printed, nor has a
trace of it been discovered. Monsieur Joly, naturally desi«
vous of preserving every recollection of this interview with
the future conqueror of nations, in the character and condi=
tion of a Grub-street author, mentions that the clerical dress
and ornaments of the chaplain of the regiment, whose office
had been just suppressed, were deposited with Napoleon by
the other officers. He showed themwto his visitor, and spoke
of the ceremonies of religion withoutsindecency, yet also
without respect. ““If you have not heard mass to-day, T
can say it to you,” was his expression to Monsieur Joly.
The Letter to Buttafoco is a diatribe against that Corsi-
can nobleman, who had been, during the wars with Fyance,
the friend of the latter nation, and the opponent of the liber-
ties of his country. He had been, of course, the enemy of
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the family of Paoli, to whieh Napoleon at this time (winter
1790) was warmly attached. We have preserved the compo~
sition entire, because, though the matter be uninteresting,
the rough and vivid style of invective is singularly character~
istic of the fiery youth, whose bosom one of his teachers com=
pared to a volcano surcharged with molten granite, which
it poured forth in torrents, whenever his passions were ex=
cited.

Letter of Napoleon. Buonaparte toM. Matteo Buttafoco, De
puty from Corsica to the National Assembly.  +

# Sir, 1

From Bonifacio to LCape Corso, from Ajaccio to Bastia,
there is one chorus of imprecations against you. Your
friends keep out of ﬁiéht, your relations disown you, and
even the man of reflection, who does not allow himself to be
swayed by popular opinion, is, for once, led away by the ge-
neral effervescence.

But what have you done? What are the crimes to Jjustify
_ such universal indignation, such complete desertion ? This,
sir, is what I wish to inquire into, in the course of a little
discussion with you.

The history of your life, since the time, at least, when you
appeared on the stage of public affairs, is well known. Its
principal features are drawn in letters of blood.  Still, how-
ever, there are details @mparatively unknown. In these T
may be mistaken ; but I reckon upon your indulgence, and
hope for information from you.

After having entered the service of France, you returned
to see your relations ; you found the tyrants vanquished, the
natignal government established, and the Corsicans, entirely
governed by noble sentiments, vying with each other in daily
sacrifices for the prosperity of the state. You did not allow
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yourself to be seduced by the general enthusiasm ; far from
that, you looked with nothing but pity on the nonsensical
stuff about country, liberty, independence, and constitution,
which had got into the heads of our meanest peasants. Deep
reflection had taught you to set a proper value on those arti-
ficial sentiments, the maintenance of which is a general eyil.
In fact, the peasant must be taught to mind his work, and
notyplay the hero, if it is wished that he should not starye,
that he should bring up his family, and pay respect to autho~
rity. As to those who are called, by their rank and fortune, to
occupy stations of power, they cannot long remain such dupes
as to sacrifice their comfonts and consideration in society for
a mere chimera, or stoop to pay court to a cobbler, that they
may at last play the part of Brutus. Still, as it was neces-
sary for your designs that you should gain the fayour of
Paoli, you had to dissemble ;—M. Paoli being the centre of
all the movements of the political body. We shall admit
that he had talent—even a certain degree of genius ; he had, -
in a short time, placed the affairs of the island on a good
footing ; he had founded 2 university, in which, for the
first time, perhaps, since the creation, the sciences which are
useful for the developement of reason were taught among our
mountains. He had established a foundery for cannon, pow-
der-mills, and fortifications, which increased the means of
defence ; he had formed harbours, which, while they encou-~
raged commerce, improved agriculture ; he had created a
navy, which protected our communication with other coun-
tries, while it injured our enemies. All these establishments,
in their infancy, were 2 mere presage of what he one day
might have done. Union, peace, and liberty, seemed the
precursors of mational prosperity, had not a government, ill
~ organised, and placed on an unsound basis, afforded still surer
indications of the misfortunes which were to happen, and of
the total ruin into which everything was to fall.
M. Paoli had dreamed of being a Solon, but had heen un-
auceessful in his imitation. He had placed everything in the
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said, that, in all sorts of affairs, the first thing requisite is to
understand one another, and then argue coolly. You are also
protected by a sort of sub-defence, not less effectual, for you
do not aspire to the reputation of a Cato or a Catinat. It is
sufficient for you to resemble a certain class; and, among
this certain class, it is agreed that he who may get money,
and does not profit by the opportunity, is a ninny ; for money
proctn:es all the pleasures of sense, and the pleasures of sense
are the only pleasures. Now, M. de Choiseul, who was very
liberal, made it impossible for you to resist him—particularly
as your ridiculous country aid you for your services, accord~
-ing to her laughable custom, by the honour of serving her.

The treaty of Compiégne being concluded, M. de Chauvelin
and twenty-four battalions landed on our shores. M. de
Choiseul, to whom the celerity of the expedition was most
important, had uneasiness on the subject, which, in his con-
fidential communications, he could not disguise from you.
You suggested that he should send you there with a few
millions. As Philip took cities with his Mule, you promised
to make everything yield to him without opposition. No
sooner said than done,—and there you are, recrossing the
sea, throwing off the mask, and, with money and your com=

mission in your hand, opening negotiations with those whom
you thought would be most easily gained over.

‘Never imagining that a Corsican could prefer himself to his
country, the Cabinet of Corsica had intrusted you with her in-
terests, Never dreaming, for your part, that any man would
not prefer money and himself to his country, you sold your-
self and hoped to buy every body. Profound moralist as
you were, you knew how much the enthusiasm of each in-
dividual was worth ; some pounds of gold, more or less,
formed, in your eyes, all the shades which diversify charace
ters.

You were mistaken, however :—the weak-minded ‘were
certainly shaken, but they were terrified by the horrible
idea of mangling the bosom of their country. They thought

14
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they saw their fathers, their brothers, their friends, who
perished in defending her, raise their heads from the tomb to
load them with curses. These ridiculous prejudices were
strong enough to stop you in your career ; you lamented ha-
ving to do with a people so childish in its notions. Baut, sir,
this refinement of sentiment is not bestowed on the multi-
tude ; and, therefore, they live in poverty and wretchedness 3
while a man who has got proper notions, if circumstances fa-
vour him ever so little, knows the way fo rise very speedily.
This is pretty exactly the moral of your story.

When you made your report of the obstacles which pre-
vented you from realising your promises, you proposed that
the Rc%yal Corsican regiment should be brought. You hoped
that its example would enlighten our too simple and honest
peasants, and accustom them to things to which they felt o
much repugnance, But what happened ? Did not Rossi,
Marengo, and some other madmen, inflame the minds of
the regiment to such a pitch, that the officers in a body pro-
tested, by an authentic writing, that they would throw up
their commissions, sooner than violate their oaths, or their
duties, which were still more sacred ?

You thus found yourself reduced to stand alone as an ex-
ample to others. Without being disconcerted, at the head of
a few friends and a French detachment, you threw. yourself
into Vescovato; but the terrible Clement * unkennelled you
from thence. You retired upon Bastia with your compa-
nions in adventure. This little affair was not much to your

* Clement Paoli, elder brother of the General, a good'wldier, an excellent
citizen, a real philosopher. Atthe beginning of an action he could not bring hi.m-
self to engage in personal combat; he gave his orders with the sang froid which
characterises the good officer. But he no sooner saw his men begin m@, than
he seized his arms with a et of ind and made use of
them, exclaiming—¢ Unjust men! why break down the barriers of nature?
why ihust you be enemies of your country ?”

Austere in his manners, simple in his habits, he has always lived r.eﬂred. It
was only in great emergencies that he came forward to give l[ix opinion, whicl
was very seldom departed from.
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eredit ; your house, and those of your associates, were burnt,
But, in a place of safety, you laughed at these impotent ef-

forts. - '
People here charge you with having endeavoured to arm

the Royal Corsicans against their brethren., They also wish to. -

impeach your courage, from the small resistance you made at
Vescovato. 'There is little foundation for these accusations;

for the first was an immediate consequence of your projects,

indeed one of your means of exeeuting them ; and, as we haye
already proved that your conduct was perfectly simpleand na<
tural, thisincidental charge goes for nothing. As to your want
of courage, I do not see hew this is settled by the action of
Vescovato: You did not go there with the serious purpose of
fighting, but for the sake of encouraging, by your example;
those who were wavering in the opposite party. And after
all, what right has any one to require that you should have
run the risk of losing the fruits of two years’ good conduet,
by being shot like a common soldier? But you must have
felt a good deal, say some folks, on seeing your own house,
and those of your friends, become a prey to the flames. Good
God! when will narrow-minded people give over trying to
judge of everything ? Your letting your house be burnt, put
M. de Choisenl under the necessity of indemnifying you. Ex~
perience proved the accuracy of your calculations; you recei=
ved much mere than the value of what you lost. - To be sure
you are accused of having kept all to yourself, and of having
given nothing but a trifle to the poor creatures whom you
had seduced: In order to justify your having acted in this
way, it is only necessary to inquire if you could do it with
perfect safety. Now, the poor people who were so dependent
on your protection, were neither in a condition to demand res-
 titution, nor even to understand very clearly the injustice
which was done them. They could not become malcontents,
and rebel against your authority ; being held in detestation
by their countrymen, their return to their former sentiments
could no longer be held as sincere. It was then very natural

10
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groans and lamentations of this unfortunate people; you,
howeyér, began to enjoy the fruit of your labours—honours,
dignities, pensions, all were showered upon you. Your pros«
perity would have advanced still more rapidly, had not Dy
Barri overthrown M. de Choiseul, and deprived you of a pro-
tector, who duly appreciated your services. This blow did
not discourage you; you turned your attention to the b
rédiuw ; you merely felt the necessity of greater assiduity,
This flattered the persons in office, your services were so no-
torious. All your wishes were granted. Not content with the
lake of Biguglia, you demanded a part of the lands of many
communities. Why, it i8 said, did you wish to deprive them
of these lands? Task, in my turn, what regard ought you o
have for a nation, by whom you knew yourself to he de-
tested P

Your fayourite project was, to divide the island among ten
Barons. How ! not satisfied with having assisted in forging
the chains with which your country was bound; you wished
still further to subject her to the absurd feudal government?
But T commend you for having done as much harm to the
Corsicans as you possibly could. You were at war with them ;
and, in war, to do evil for one’s own advantage, is a first
principle.

But let us pass over all these paltry matters—let us come
to the present moment, and conclude a letter, which, firom
i frightful length, cannot fail to fatigue you.

The state of affairs in France prognosticated extraordinary
events. You hecame alarmed for the effect of them in Cor-
sica. The same madness with which we were possessed be-
fore the war, began, to your great scandal, to infect that
amiable people. You comprehended the consequences ; for,
if noble sentiments were to gain an ascendency in public opi«
nion, you would become no better than a traitor, instead of
being a man of prudence and good sense. What was still
worse, if ever noble sentiments were again to stir the blood
of our ardent countrymen, and if ever a national government
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n'éph's, he found a dozen of persons, among whom were o=
veral deputies devoted to Buonaparte, and particularly Sali-
cetti. Breakfast was served. During the few moments they
remained at table, they spoke of the resolutions which would
be taken, and Joseph repeated that his brother wished for
nothing but the consolidation of freedom ,.that he might then
have it in his power to live like a philosopher at Malmaison.
Bernadotte went to the garden of the Tuileries, and passé_d
along the front of the 79th demi-brigade. The officers ha-~
ving recognised.him, though not in uniform, came up to him,
and asked him for informétion as to what was going to. hap-
pen. Bernadotte answered in general terms, expressing’ his
wish: that the public tranquillity might not be endangered
by the movement about to take place. The soldiers, having
in their turn recognised the general, who had commanded
them at the siege and taking of Maestricht, loudly expressed
their astonishment at his not being along with the generals,
whoj said. they, were then deciding, in the palace, the fate of
France. ¢ { 3
Bernadotte having obsexved what he might expect, in case
of need, from this corps, and from some detachments before
whom he had presented himself on_the Boulevard and on the
Pont de la Revolution, went to General Jourdan’s, presuming
that the Directory would send for him to take care of the
safety of the government. He found at Jourdan’s a good
many members of the Council of Five Hundred, among

=

others Augereau, afterwards Duke of Castiglione. He had

scarcely arrived, when a great number of the members came
to announce the communication of the decree of the Council
of Ancients, which, in virtue of the 102d article of the Con=
stitution, transferred.the sitting of the Legislative Body to St
Cloud.. . e

Bernadotte, on his return home, learned from his wife that
the Adjutant-General Rapatel, attached to General Moréau's
staff, had just been there, and that he had been sent by

Buonaparte and Moreau, to persuade him to join them at the:
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Tuileries. Buonaparte had said to him-c¢ You have served
under General Bernadotte. I know that he has confidence
in you. Tell him that all his friends are assembled at the
Tuileries, and that they are desirous of seeing him among
them ; add that they love their country as much as he, and
that they strongly wish to see him appear among the num-
bex of those to whom she this day owes her safety.”

Sieyes ard Roger Ducos had already joined Buonaparte at
the Tuileries. The three directors, Gohier the President,
Moulins and Barras, remained at the Luxembourg. The
seeretary-general, Lagarde,. was still faithful to the majority
of the Directory. As General Besnadotte had foreseen, that
majority cast their eyes on him for the ministry of war, and
the general eommand of the troops, and of the national
guards of the 17th division. The Tesignation of Barras, and
the defection of the' secretary-general, put a stop to this
nomination. Buonaparte, having no longer any thing to fear,
made a new division of the different commands, and assigned
to Moreau, with an hundred horse, that of the Luxembourg,
where Gohier and Moulins were detained.

Moreau, dissatisfied with the indifference with which he
had been treated by Buonaparte, and acquainted with his
intentions and projects, was already thinking of forsaking his
cause, which he regarded as unjust and traitorous to the na-
tion. He again desired Rapatel to go, towards evening, to
Bernadotte's, to invite him, on the part of Moreau, to go to
the Luxembourg, that they might consult together as to the
measures to be taken for preventing Buonaparte from seizing
the Dictatorship. Bernadotte’s answer to these overtures was,
that he was bound by the word of honour which he had
given, not to undertake any thing as a citizen ; but that he
was free to act if called on or summoned to do so by a public
man ; that if Moreau would march out of the TLuxembourg,
at the head of the detachment which he commanded, present
himsel? at his door, and summen him, in the name of the
public good, to make common cpuse with him in the defence
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of liberty and of the constitution which had' béen sworn to,
he, Bernadotte, would mount his horse with his aides-de-

camp, put himself under Moreau’s command, address the:

troops, and cause Buonaparte to be immediately arrested and
tried as a deserter from the army of Egypt, and as having
violated the constitution, by accepting a command given him
by a mere fraction of the Legislative Body. = Moreau, bound
down by the duty of military discipline, according to which
he was under the orders of General Buonaparte, did not
agree to Bernadotte’s proposal ; and the latter, therefore; did
not think himself at liberty to go to the Luxembourg.

Bernadotte, from seven o clock till ten, had conferences
with Salicetti, Augereau, Jourdan, Gareau, and a dozen of
the most influential members of the Council of Five Hun-
dred. It was decided, that, next morning, Bernadotte should
be named commandant of the guard of the Legislative Body,
and of all the troops in the capital, and they separated. Sa~
Ticetti ran to the Tuileries to tell Buonaparte what had hap-
pened; and he, who dreaded so courageous an adversa.ry as
Bernadotte, charged Salicetti to be present next morping at
five o’clock, at the preparatory meeting which was to take
place before going to St Cloud, and to tell every one of the
deputies, that he, Buonaparte, had made the greatest efforts
to prevent a decree of deportation being issued against the
deputies who had formed the design of glvmg to' Bernadotte
the command of the armed force. =~

On the 19th; af seven o’clock in the morning, Generals
Jourdan and Augereau, followed by eight or ten deputies of
the Council of Five Hundred, (among whom were Gareau
and Talot,) went to General Bernadotte’s; in the sue Cisal-
pine. They informed him that Salicetti had made them
aware; on the part of Buonaparte, that Sleyes had proposed
to arrest a number of deputies of the two Councils, in orderto
prevent their appearing at St Gloud. They asked Bernadotte
what he thought of the events of the day. He saw nothing
in the communication of Salicetti, but the desire of render-
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ing these deputies favourable to Buonaparte. Some of these '
legislators seemed to feel grateful for the service which Buo-
naparte had done them the evening before. Bernadotte did
not appreciate this act of generosity as they did; but he
agreed.in their opinion as to the coniliatory measures which
they seemed to wish to adopt, and, entering into their views,
he explaineds himself in these terms:—¢ Let one of ym;
mount the tribune ; let him describe succinetly the inters
nal situation of France, and her successes abroad ; let him
say, that the departure of an army for Egypt, while it has
involved us in war, has deprived us of an army of more .ﬁhan
30,000 veterans, and a great many experienced genera;ls ;
that, nevertheless, the republic is triumphant ; that the cog:
lition: is broken up, since Souwaroff is returned mi{{mﬁu A
that the English, with a prince of the blood at their head:
have left the Batavian republic, and retired to Englanﬂ;
that the line of defence is maintained between the Alps.and
the Ligurian Appenines ; that 200,000 conseripts ave has-
tenﬁg to arrange themselves: into ,battalions toreinforce the
armies; and 40,000 cavalry are raising ; that the insurrection
of the west is reduced to a few scattered bands, and that a
‘royalist army-in the Upper Garonne has been dest\._'oyéd or
dispersed ; that, to obtain a peace quite as honourable as that
«of Campo Formio, it is only necessary for Erance fo maintain
this formidable attitude ; that, in order to maintain it, union
and mutual confidence are indispensable ; that, although the
Couneil of Ancients have violated the constitution, in na-
ming Buonaparte General-in-chief of the 17th diyision, and
in giving him the command of the National Guard, and the
Guard of the Directory; the Council of Five IHundred is not
mow engaged in deliberating on this violation of the constitu-
tion, but rather on the means of giying security to the French
people, the two Councils, and the goveroment of the state ;
_tha, for this purpose, the Council of Five Hundred names
* Gener8l Bernadotte colleague to General Buonaparte ; that
these two generals shall understand. each other in regard fo
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the employment of the armed force; and. the distribution of
bcomljmxlds,' in case of this force being employed ; but that the
tranquillity which prevails in Paris and the vicinity; renders
it certain that there will be no occasion for this force being
put.in motion. Send me this decree ; in twenty minutes after
receiving it I shall be in the midst of you with my aides-de-
camp ; I shall take the command of the corps that I shall find
on my way, and we shall see what is to be done. If it isne-
cessary to declare Buonaparte an outlaw; you will always have
on your side a general, and a great proportion at least of the
troops.” 5 e
T%e députies immediately set off for St Cloud.. The un-
happy custom of delivering set speeches from the tribune,
produced theloss of precious time. The debate became warm ;
and the taking individually the oath to the constitution
caused a useless loss of more than an hour and a half.. No
other resolution was taken. Buonaparte made his appearance,
and the events which then happened at St Cloud are well
known. . e wodiic
After having been repulsed from the Council of Five Hun~
dred, Buonaparte, stammering with agitation, addressed the
soldiers.  “ Are you for me ?”’—* We are for the republic,”
said they.—(It was at this time that Lucien, President: of
the Council, harangued the troops.) What would have be=
come of him had Bernadotte been there! Buonaparte. felt
this himself ; for he said, at this period,—¢ I am not afraid
of Bernadotte's consenting to my being assassinated ; but he
will harangue the troops, and that is what I have to fear.”
Buonaparte was made aware, the same evening, of the lan-
guage which Bernadotte had used to the deputies at his house.
in the 2ue Cisalpine. The expressions he had really made
use of; though they must have been disagrecable enough to
Buonaparte, particularly in so. far,as related to his escape
from Egypt, and, his ulterior designs against the liberty of
France, were exaggerated, and represented to Buonaparte so:
as to indicate personal hatred. gy aiGTtising
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i+ Buonaparte, ‘though he never found an opportunity of ta-
ing open revenge against Bernadotte, let slip no opportunity
‘of injuring him, by placing him, as a general, in difficult si-
uations; and leaving him, in the most perilous and delicate
circumstances, without instructions or orders. The follow.
ing oceurrence, which took place soon afterwards, will give a
correct idea of this conduct on the part of Buonaparte,
< The measures for restoring tranquillity in the west of
France, in the month of January 1800, had never been en-
tirely completed ; for, at the ‘same moment that they were
taken, several departments were put out of the pale of the
constitution: - The Chouans of these departments were orga-
nised as militia, and as guerillas, who plundered the dilic
gences, and murdered the persons who became proprietors of
the national domains, They were regularly paid, and had
communications with the enemies of the Republic, by means
of the English fleets which threatened the coasts. At this
eritical moment, Bernadotte was invested with the civil and
military command of these departments. By his firm and
prudent conduct, he repressed the seditious movements, and
re-established good order and obedience to the laws. Many
free corps, numbers of individuals belonging to which, for
want of being properly employed, were in the pay of the
CGhouan chiefs, were organised as regular troops ; and by this
measure he furnished government with the means of drawing
» from these departments, troops for the army of Italy. But
when these troops were to begin their march to Dijon, a se-
rious'insurrection broke out at Vannes, on the 28th Fructi-
dor, year VIIT, (4th September 1800.) The 52d demi-brigade
refused to march till they should receive their arrears of pay.
The commandant and officers, who wished to restore order
among them, were maltreated. Bernadotte being informed
of this transaction, hastened to Vannes to quell the insurrec-
tion'; but the corps had left the place. He gave orders to
General Liebert, commanding the 22d military division, to
assemble the 52d demi-brigade on its way to Tours ; to come
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flow from Napoleon's irvitated feelings, but was a caloulated
burst of passion, designed to confound and overwhelm the
English' nobleman, who proved by no means the kind of
personto be shuken: with. the utmost vehemence. It may be
also remarked; that Napoleon, while he was desirous to try
theeffect of a cold, stern; and indifférent mode of conduct to-
wards the English Minister, was yet desirous, if that should
not shake Tiord Whitworth’sfirmness, that Talleyrand, by re-
ference to the pleasure of the First Consul, should take eare to
keep open the door for reconciliation.

*Mhe various errors in orthography, as fait for fuis or Saites,
dit for dis or dites, ave taken from the original. a3

S. Cloud, a 4L,

¢ Je regois votre lettre qui m’a été remise & la Malmaison.
Je desire que la conference me se tourne pas en partage:
Montez-vous y froid, altier, et méme un peu fier.
- % Si 1a notte comtient le mot ultimatum, fait* lui sentir
que ce mot renferme celui de guerre, que cette maniére de
negocier et d’'un supérieur & un inférieur. Si la notte ne
comtient pas ce mot, fait + qu'ille mette, en lui observant qu'il
faut enfin savoir & quoi nous en tenir—que nous sommes
las de cet état d’anxiété—que jamais on n'obtiendra de nous
ce que F'on @ obtenw des derniéres années des Bourbons,—que
wmous ne sommes plus ce peuple qui recevra un Commissaire &
Dunquerque; que,l'ultimatum remis, tout deyiendra rompiit.
. % REffrayez le sur les suites de cette remise. S'il est incbran~
Jable, accompagnez le dans votre salon . . . . . . i} de vous
quitter dit Tui, mais Ie Cap et Iisle de Gorée, sont ils évacués ?
—radoucissez un peu la fin de Ia conference, et invitez le &
revenir avant d’écrire 4 sa cour, enfin que vous puissiez lui
dire I'impression qu’elle a fait sur moi, qu'elle pourrait étre
diminué par les mesures de ces evacuations du Cap et de Iisle
de Gorée.” S '

* Fais. 1 Fais. + Hlegibles
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requested a private interview with General Bernadotte, then
minister at war. The audience being granted by the mi-
nister, with whom he had some connexion, the represen-
tative entered into a long argument to prove what could not
be denied—the disastrous and dangerous state of France, and
then proceeded thus:  The republican system being no
longer able to support itself, a general movement is about to
take place for the restoration of the King, and is so well
organised, that it can scarce fail to be successful. The Duke
d’Enghien, Lieutenant-General of the royal army, is at Paris
at this very moment while I speak to you, and I am deputed
by one of his most faithful adherents, to make known these
cireumstances to General Bernadotte. The Prince esteems
you, confides his safety to your loyalty, reckons on your as-
sistance, and is ready to grant any conditions which you may
attach to your services.” Bernadotte replied to this unex-
pected communication, “ That the Duke d’Enghien should
have no reason to repent the confidence which he had repgsed
in him : but that the loyalty which the Duke had aseribed
to him, prevented his complying with the Prince’s wishes
and request.” He proceeded to state, that his own fame and
personal interests were alike interested in his adherence to a
government sprung from the will of the people ; and that he
was incapable of violating his oath of fidelity, or overthrow-
ing the constitution to which he had sworn. ¢ Make haste,”
he continued, “ to convey my sentiments to him who sent °
you; tell him they are sincere and unalterable. But let him
know, that for three days I will keep the secret which T have
Jjust learned, most profoundly. During that time he must
find means of placing himself in security, by repassing the
frontiers: but on the fourth morning, the secret will be mine
no longer. This very morning, the term of three dayé will
commence ; make haste—and remember that the least im=
prudence on your part will be attended with fatal conge-
quences.” ;

It was afterwards ascertained that the Deputy was mista-
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found within France, nor in the precinets of any hostile or
conqueréd country ; but brought. by force from a territory
neutral toand friendly in its relations with France; and that
without legal warrant, and by main force. Buonaparte took
credit to himself for having prevented the execution of these
iaws against emigrants who had been forced on the shore of
France by tempest, and had thereby come under the letter,
though not the spirit of thelaw. How much more ought the
Duke ’Enghien’s case to have been excepted, who was only
within France by the force exercised on his person, and, in=
stead of being arrested within the territory, as the law requi-
red, was arrested in a fieutral country, and brought into
France against his will? The arrest was therefore, so far
as respected the person on whom it was used, an act of illegal
violence ; and not less so considering the grounds on which
it, proceeded, since there was no charge founded on any ex«
isting law.
€
INCOMPETENCY OF THE COURT., ;

A Military Commission was assembled at Paris, to take un-
der trial the Duke d’Enghien, aceused of having borne arms
against the republic—of having been, and of still being in the
pay.of England—and, lastly, of having taken partin the con-
spiracies against the safety of the republic, both external and
internal.

Mons. Dupin, by the most decisive arguments and autho- i
rities, shows, that although the Military Commission might
possibly be competent judges in the case of bearing arms
against France, or receiving pay from England, yet the trial
of a criminal accused of political conspiracy, was totally be-
yond the power of a court martial, and could only be taken
cognizance of by the regular tribunals.  He quotes decisions
of the Minister of Justice upon this point of jurisprudence,
and concludes by applying to the Military Commission the well
known braeard of law, Nullus major defectus, quam potestatis.

IRREGULARITIES IN THT PROCEDURE.
1. The procedure took place at the dead of night, contrary
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of 25 Brumaire, An. ITI., where the capital punishment is
limited, as we have repeatedly said, to emigrants taken
within the limits of France, or of countries hostile to Trer,
or subjected by her arms. The avowal that the Duke had a
pension from England, did not infer that he was in her mi-
litary pay, nor, indeed, did he in fact hold that allowance
on any other conditions than as an' alimentary provision al-
lowed by the generous compassion of the British Nation. Nei-
ther could he be found guilty upon his candid avowal that Lie
was willing, or even desirous, to enter into the English ser-~
vice ; for, supposing the actually doing so were a crime, the
mere intention todo so could not Be construed into one, since
men are in this world responsible only for their actions, not
for their thoughts, or theunexeeuted purposes of their mind.
No other evidence was adduced excepting the report of an
officer of police, or state spy, sent to watch the Duke d’En-~
ghien’s movements, who declared that the Duke ’Enghien re-
ceiyed many emigrantsat his table, and that he was frequently
absentforseveral days without his (the spy’s) being able to dis-
cover where he went; but which suspicious facts were¥suf-
ficiently explained, by his haying the means of giving some as~
sistance to his distressed companions, and His Tong hunting
parties in the Black Forest, in which he was wont to pass
many daysat a time. A report from Shee, the Prefect of the
TLower Rhine, was also read ; but neither Savary nor Hullin
mention its import, nor how it was converted into evidence,
or bore upon the question of the Duke d’Enghien’s guilt or

‘innocence. Hullin also mentions a long report from the coun-

cillor of state, Real, where the affair, with all its ramifica-
tions, was rendered so interesting, that it scemed the safety of
the state, and the existence of the government, depended on
the judgment which should be returned.  Such a report
could only argue the thirst of the government for the poor
young, man’s blood, and exhibit that open tampering with
the Court, which they were not ashamed to have recourse to,
but certainly could not constitute evidence in the cause.
But both Savary and Hullin are disposed fo rest the reason of
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3. Unanimously guilty of having received and accredited
agents of the said English government, of having procured
them means of intelligence in France, and of having conspi-
red with them against the internal and external safety of the
Republic.—The facts alluded to in this clause of the verdicl,
may be considered as contained by implication in the general
charge in the accusation, that the Duke plotted with Bngland.
Bus certainly they are not there stated in the precise and articu=
late manner in which a charge which @ man must answer with -
his life ought to be brought against him. As to evidence, thereis
not, in the ewamination of the Dulce, the slightest word to jus-
tify the finding him guilty of such an offence. Not @ question
was pu’t; o an answer received, respecting the plots with Eng~
land, or the Duke’s ion to and encouray t of them.

4: Unanimously guilty of having placed himself at the
head of alarge collection of French emigrants, and others;
formed in the frontiers of France,in the county of Fribourg
and Baden, paid by England.—Zlere is 10t aword of such a
charge in the accusation or indictment, nor was the slightest
evidence of its ewistence brought forward before the Court, or
inquired into wpon the Dule's ewumination.

5. Unanimously guilty of having had communications with
fhe town of Strasburg, tending to excite insurrection in the
neighbouring departments, for the purpose of a diversion in
fayour of England.—Tlhere is no mention of this charge in the

usation—there is no mention of it in the evidence.

6. Unanimously guilty of being one of the fayourers and
accomplices of the conspiracy carried on by the English
against the life of the First Consul ; and intending, in “the
event of such conspiracy, to enter France.—Tlhere is no men-
tion of this chargein the act of accusation or indictment. The
evidence on the subject goes distinetly to disprove the charge.
The Duke & Enghien said he did not lmow Pichegru, and had
no connewion with him ; and added, that he rejoiced at the
eircumstance, if it was true that the general aimed at success
by means so horrible.

The result of the whole is, that this most liberal Com- "
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among the Galla and Shangalla, the Agows, or the Lasta of
Abyssiitia. But Tere is the sentence to speak for itself:—

¢ The prisoner having withdrawn, the Court being cleared,
deliberating with closed doors, the president collected the
votes of the members ; beginning with the junior, and voting
himself the last, the prisoner was unanimously found Guilty ;
and in pursuance of the blank —— article of the law of
& plank —— to the following effect ———— - [Ltwo
or three lines left blank for inserting the law which should-
e found applicable] condemned to suffer the pu-
nishment of death. Ordered that the Judge-Advocate should
see the present sentence elvecuted TMMEDIATELY.”

Most laws allow at leasta few days of infervention betwixt
<entence and execution. ~Such an interval is due to religion
and to humanity ; but in France it was also allowed for the
purpose of appeal. The laws, 25 Brumaire, An. VL, and 27
Ventose, An. VIIL, permitted appeals from the judgments
of courts-martial. The decree of the 17 Messidor, An. XIL,
permitting no appeal from military sentences, was not then

“in existence ; but if it had, even that severe and despotic
enactment allowed prisoners some brief space of time betwixt
this world and the next, and did not send a human being to
excecution until the tumult of spirits, incidental to a trial for
Jife and death, had subsided, and his heart had ceased to throb
betwixt hope and fear. Twenty-four hours were permitted
betwixt the court of justice and the scaffold,—a small space
in ordinary life, but an age when the foot is on the brink of
the graye. But the Duke d’Enghien was ordered for instant
execution: , :

~ Besides the blanks in the sentence of this Court, as origi-
nally drawn up, which made it a mockery of all judicial
form, there lay this fatal error to the sentence, that it was not
signed by the Greffier, or Clerk of Court.

‘We do the judges the credit to believe that they fel for the
accused, and for themselves ; saw with pity the doom inflicted,
and experienced shame and horror at becoming his murder-

ers. A final attempt was made by General Hullin to induce-
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APPENDIX. ' NO. VIII. exv
forcements, and by the retreat, gave up no place or position now
of consequence to the pursuing enemy. The result of the ope-
rations of the 16th produced no important consequencés to the
French. The celebrated engineer, General Rogniat, does not
hesitate to term it an indecisive action. The success of the Bri-
tish in repelling the attack of Quatre Bras, tended to make
them meet the renewed attack at Waterloo with more confi~
dence, and probably had a contrary effect on the enemy ; whilst
the manner in which the Prussian corps of Thielman received

 the attack of Grouchy on the 18th, who had superior forces,
showed how little the confidence of the Prussians had been
shaken by the action at Ligny. It lga.y be observed, that the
forces engaged at Ligny were nearly equal, even deducting
D'Exlon’s corps, which was left at Frasnes, as not engaged.
The French passed the frontiers with about 125,000 men—
Blucher had 80,000—and at the close of the day, Lord Wel-
lington had 80,000.! The commanders of the allied armies
appeay not to have overrated what was to he expected from
their troops, which was not exactly the case with their oppo-
nents.

The outline of the operations, and the stratagy on the part
of Napoleon to separate the two armies; was no doubt finely
conceived, and, asiwe have seen, was nearly successful ; yetitis
presumed, that, had it been so, even to the extent Buonaparte
could hope or expect, the allies had still a safe retreat, and

il

1 Liv. ix. p. 60. Buonaparte remarks that the numbers of the allied army
must not be rated at their numerical force. ¢ Parceque 'armée des alliés étoit
composée de troupes plus ou moms honnes. Un. Anglois pourrait étre compts
pourun Franeais ; et deux Hollandais, Prussiens, ou hommes dela conféderation,
pour un Francais. Les armées ies étoient sous le »
ment de deux Généraux différents, et formées de deux nations divisées d’intéréts
et de sentiments,” His army, on the contrary, was under one chief, the idol of

his soldiers, who were of the best description—veterans who had fought in the
brilliant eampaign of 1815-14, and draughts from the nwmerous garrisons who
had since entered France from Antwerp, Hamburg, Magdeburg, Dantzic, May-
ence, Alexandria, Mantua, &e, with the pri from E: A Liv
iX. p, 201. g
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sufficient resources. Onall sides, it was a calculation of hours.
Tt is hardly possible to know the point an enterprising enemy
means to attack, especially on so extended a line; and here
the assailant has the adyantage. Fault has been found with
the Duke of Wellington for having no artillery and very few
eavalry upon the 16th. No portion of either were with: the
reserve at Brussels, which is remarkable, particularly as e«
gards the artillery. ;

The spirited manner in which the Allied Marshals adhered
“to their plans of defence previously agreed on, and extricated
themselves from the diﬁ'i,culties which they found themselves:
placed in, by the sudden and vigorous attack they had to sus-
tain, and which their distinet commands tended rathes to in-
erease, must command admiration ; and since war is only a
.great game, where the movements are influenced by many
events which oceur during their execution and pregress—
events which human calculation cannot foresee—ift becomes
easy to criticise when the operations are passed, when &l the
data on which they rested, or might have rested, are known ;
But to form a good plan of attack, or a campaign—to act with
decision and firmness, and with a ¢ coup d’ceil,” so as imme-
diately to profit by the changes which incessantly take place,
can be said of very few men' of the many who have ever ar-
rived at the command of ar’ army. :

On the morning of the 17th, the British troops remained
in possession of Quatre-Bras, where the rest of the army had
joined the Duke of Wellington, who was prepared to main«
tain that position against the French army, had the Prussians
remained in the position of Ligny, so as to give him support.:

" Marshal Blucher had sent an aide-de-camp to/inform the
' Duke of his retreat, who was unfortunately killed ; and it
was not until seven o’clock on the 17th, that Lord Welling-

1Three brigades of iron ej| pounders were p ing at but not’
in a state of forwardness to be sent to Waterloo.
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ton learned the direction which the Prussians had taken, A
patrol sent at day-light to communicate with the Prussians,
advanced beyond Bry and ‘Sombref, which confirmed how lit.
tle of the Prussian position had bee occupied by the French,
The Prussians had fallen back veryiyisurely on Wayre, their
rear-guard occupying Bry, which they did not evacuate before
three o’clock on the morning of the 17th. Buonaparte, in
deceiving the French people, by the accounts he gaye of’the
defeat of the Prussians at Ligny, seems almost to have decei-
ved himself. He must have known that the action was not
a decisive one—that the enemy had retired in excellent order
—that he had not been able to p?xrsue them—and that his
‘own loss must have ‘considerably weakened his ‘army, whilst
 the Prussians were falling back upon their reinforcements—
and, above all, that Marshal Blucher commande(_i them.
The Prussian army was concentrated at Wavre at an early
hour, and communication took place between the Duke of
Weéllington and Blucher, by which a junction of the army
was arranged for the ding day at Waterloo.! The re-
trograde movement of the Prussians rendered a correspond=-
ing one necessary on the part of the British, which was |
performed in the most leisurely manner, the Duke allowing
the men time to finish their cooking. About ten o’clock, the
whole army retired, in three columns, by Genappe and Ni-
velles, towards a position at Waterloo—a rear-gnard was left
0 occupy the ground, soas to conceal the movement from the
enemy, who, about mid-day, deployed their troops in columns
‘of attack, as if expecting to find the English army in posi-
tion there. They immediately followed up the retreat with
cavalry and light-artillery. An affair of cavalry occun"ed at
Genappe, where the 7th hussars attacked a French regiment
of lancers without success; upon which the heavy cavalry °

>

1 Muffling, p. 20, says, ** that Blucher only asked for time to distribute food .

and eartridges to his men.”



CXVIIL APPENDIX. NO. VIIL.

were brought up by the Marquis of Anglesea, who checked
the enerhy’s advance by a vigorous and decisive charge.

As the troops arrived in position in front of Mont Saint
Jean, they took up the ground they were to maintain,
which was effected early in the evening. The weather be-
gan to be very severe at this period. The whole French
army, under Buonaparte, with the exception of two corps
under Grouchy, (32,000 men, and 108 guns,) took up a
position immediately in front ; and, after some canmona-
ding, both armies remained opposite to each other during
the night, the rain falling in torrents. The Duke had al-
ready commumcated with Marshal Blucher, who promxsed
to. come, to his support with the whole of his army, ou the
morning of the 18th. It was consequently decided upon to
cover Brussels, (the preservanon of which was of such im-
portance, in eyery point of view, to the King of the Nether-
lands,) by maintaining the position of Mont St Jean. The
intention of the allied chiefs, if they were not attacked on the
18th, was to have attacked the enemy on the 19th.

Since we are now arrived at the position of Mont St Jean,
it may be necessary to offer a few remarks as regards the po-
sition itself, which has been considered as a bad one by some
writers,! and some loose allusions to its defects thrown. out ;
but more particularly fixing upon its not affording a secure
retreat, in the event of the enemy’s attack having proved
successful. Previous, however, to entering into any disquisi- *
tion as to the merits of the position of Mont St Jean, it may
be well to consider a few of the conditions that are judged
essential in a greater or less degree, for every position taken
up by an army. The first requisite is, that the ground in
front, within cannon-shot, should be well seen ; and every
_point of approach with musket-shot, well discovered.—2d,
"That the ground which is occupied should admit of a free com-

@

1 Montholon, VIL p. 134, Liv, IX. pp. 125—207. Gourgaud, p. 151,
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munication for troops and guns, from right to left, and from
front to rear, in order to move supports wherever they may
be wanted ; also that, by the sinuosities of the gr:mild, or
other cover, such: moyements may be made unseen by the
enemy.—3d, That your flanks resggon some support, securc
from being turned—And, lastly, that your retreat be ensured,
in the event of your position being forced or turned.

- The site of the position of Mont St Jean, and the featyires
of the ground round it, have been so often and well described,
that we may conclude it to be familiar to most people ; and
hence the possession of these necessary conditions will be al-
;eat,l‘y evident. The easy slope from our front into the valley,
from whence it rises in an ascent equally gentle and regular,
to the opposite heights, on which the enemy were p‘o'stede’g]the
distance of about a mile, or a mile and a half, gave it, in an
eminent degree, the condition stated in the first remark, The
two chaussées, running nearly perpendicular to our line,—
the valley immediately in rear of our firs line, and parallel
to 1t, With two country roads passing in the same direction 3
also the openness of the country,—gave the position the requi-
sites mentioned in the second. The same valley afforded co-~
ver for the support of the first line ; also for its artillery, and
spare ammunition-waggons ; whilst the second line and re-
serves, placed on and behind the next ridge, and about 500
or 600 yards in rear of the first, were unseen from the enemy’s

» position, although certainly so far exposed, that many of his
shot and shells, which passed over the first line, ricoched into
the second, and amongst the reserves. The fourth requisite,
as far as regards the security of the flanks, was completely
obtained, by the occupation of the village of Braine la Leude
on its right, which would have been entrenched, but for an
accidental misunderstanding of orders; and La Haye and
Ohain on the Teft ; also by both flanks being thrown back on
the forest of Soignies. "

Thédt our retreat, in case of a reverse, was sufficiently
provided for, we trust, notwithstanding the ecriticism abm{e
noticed, to establish in a satisfactory manner. Our posi«









CxXil APPENDIX.  NO. VIII

and when we at last came to confine ourselves to the defence
of the entrance to the forest, every person, the least experi-
enced in war, knows the extreme difficulty in forcing infantry
from a wood which cannot be turned. A few regiments, with
or without artillery, woullll have kept the whole French army
in check, even if they had been as freshas the day they erossed
the frontiers.! Indeed, the forestin our rear gave us so eviglgnt
an advantage, that itis difficult to believe that an obseryation
to the contrary was made by Nupoleon. Could he quite forget
his own retreat? It little availed him to have two fine chaus-
sdes, and an open country in his rear ; his materiel was all
abandoned, and not even & single battalion kept together.

_The two farms in front of the position of Mont St Jean,
g_ave,,;its principal strength. That of Hougomont, with its
gardens and inclosures, could contain a force sufficient tomake
it a wnost important post. La Haye Sainte was too small for
that purpose ; otherwise its situation in the Genappe Chaussée,
in the centre of the position, rendered it better adapted_for
that purpose. These farms lay on the slope of the valley,
about 1500 yards apart, in front of our line; so that no co-
lumn of the enemy could pass between them, without being
exposed to a flank fire. Indeed, without these posts, the
ground gave us little advantage over our enemy, except the
loss he must be necessarily exposed toin advancing in column,
upon a line already fixed.

From these observations it will appear that our retreat was
well secured, and that the advantages of the position for a field
of battle were very considerable ; so that there was little risk
but that it would haye been successfully defended, even if the
Prussians had by ¢ some fatality” been prevented from form-
ing a junction. The difficulties of the roads, from the severe
rains, detained them from joining us at least double the time

®
1 On the 16th, at Quatre-Bras, the 53d regiment, (British,) and afterwards two
battalions of the Guards, when obliged to give way to an attack of the enemy,
and pursued by the French cavalry, saved themselyes in the wood of Bossu, forms
d along the skixfs of if, and repelled the enemy with severe loss. i
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latter were in position, and had few moyvements to make ;
whilst the enemy’s columns, and particularly his cayalry,
were much fatigned and impeded by the state of the ground,
which, with the trampled corn, caused them to advance more
slowly, and kept them longer under fire. On the other hand,
the same causes delayed the Prussians in their junction, which
they had promised to effect at eleven o’clock ; and obliged
TLorfl Wellington to maintain the position alone, nearly eight
hours longer than had been calculated upon.
* About twelve o’clock, the enemy commenced the action by
an attack upon Hougomont, with. several columns, preceded
by numerous light troops, ho, after severe skirmishing, drove
the Nassau troops from the wood in its front, and established
" ¢themselves in it. This attack was supported by the constang
fire of a numerous artillery. A battalion of the Guards occu-
pied the house and gardens; with the other inclosures, which
afforded great facilities for defence ; and after a severe contest,
and immense loss, the enemy were repulsed, and a great part
of the wood regained.! i
During the early part of the day, the action was almost
entirely confined to this part of the line, except a galling fire
 of artillery along the centre, which was vigorously returned
by our guns.  This fire gradually extended towards the left,
and some demonstrations of an attack of cavalry were made

1 Buonaparte, liv. ix, 142, says, that he saw with pleasure that the English
Guards were placed on our right, as they were our best troops, which rendered
his premeditated attack on our left more easy. Our Guards are nof, as is the
case in other armies, the elite of our army; they are not selected, as in other
services, from the best soldiers in other regiments, but are recruited exactly as
Araops of the line, except that theyare required to be somewhat taller. It may be
Tere remarked, the great superiority in appearance, that the French and other
itroops possessed over ours at the ¢lose of the war. ‘Themode of recruiting ac-
counts for this. Even our militia were much superior in this point of view to
{the troops of the line, and most of the best men were obtained from them. Our
reeruits were in general composed of the population of large cities, of of manu-
facturing towns, certainly not the best specimens of our population; the mili-
Afary service is not in any estimation amongst our peasantry, whilst the French
army was composed of the picked men of thirly millions, and other nations in
oroportion. :
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by the eneiny. As tlie troops were'drawn'up on the'slope of
the hill, they suffered most severely from the enextiy’s artil-
lery. In order to remedy this, T.ord Wellington moved them
back about 150 or 200 yards, to the reverse slope of the hill,
to shelter them from the direct fire of the guns ; our artillery
in consequence remained in advance, that they might see into
the valley. This movement was made between one and two
o’clock by the Duke in person ; it was general along the front
or centre of the position, on the height to the right of La
Haye ‘Sainte. HERE T R S SRR S
* It is by no means improbable, that the enemy considered
“this movement as the commencement of a retreat, since a con-
siderable portion of our troops were withdrawn from his
sight, and determined in consequence to attack our left cen-
tre, in order to get possession of the buildings, called Ferme
de M. St Jean, or of the village itself; which commanded the
point of junction of the two' chaussées. The attacking co-
lamus advanced on the Genappe chaussée, and by the side
of it ; they consisted of four columns of infantry, (D'Exr-
lon’s  corps, which was not engaged on the 16th,) thirty
pieces of artillery, and a large body of cuirassiers (Mil-
haud’s.) On the left of this attack, the French cavalry took
the lead of the infantry, and had advanced considerably,
when the Duke of Wellington ordered the heavy cavalry
(Life Guards) to charge them as they ascended the position
near La Haye Sainte. They were driven back on their own
position, where the chaussée, being cut into the rising ground,
leaves steep banks on either side. TIn this confined space
they fought at swords’ length for some minutes, until the
enemy brought down some light artillery from the heights,
when the British cavalry retired to their own position. The
loss of the cuirassiers did not appear great. They seemed im- °
mediately to re-form their ranks, and soon after advanced to
attack our infantry, who were formed into squares to receive
them, being then unsupported by. cavalry. The columns of
‘infantry, in the meantime, pushed forward on our left of the
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Genappe chaussée, beyond La Haye Sainte, which they did
not attenspt in this attack to take. A Belgian brigade of in-
fantry, formed in front, gave way, and these columns crowns
ed the position. When Sir Thomas Picton moved up the
brigade of General Pack from the second:line, (the 92d regi-
ment in front,) which opened a fire on the column just as it
gained the height, and advanced upon it, when within thirty
yards, the column began to hesitate ; at this moment a bri-
gade of heavy cavalry (the 1st and 2d Dragoons,) wheeled
round the 92d regiment, and took the column in flank ; a to=
tal rout ensued; the French, throwing down their arms, ran
into our position to save themselves from being cut down by
the cavalry ; many were killed, and two eagles, with 2000
prisoners, taken. But the cavalry pursued their success too
far, and being fired upon by one of the other columns, and at
the same time, when in confusion, being attacked by some
French cavalry, who had been sent to support the attack,
the British were obliged to retire with  considerable loss. «In
this attack the enemy had brought forward several pieces of
artillery, which were captured by our cavalry ; the horses in
the guns were killed, and we were obliged to abandon the
guns.  General Ponsonby, who commanded the cavalry, was
killed.  The gallant Sir Thomas Picton also fell, leading on
his division to repel this attack.! The number of occurrences
which crowded on the attention; rendered it impossible for
any individual to see the whole action, and in the midst of
noise, bustle, and personal danger, it is difficult to note the
exact time in which: the event happens.? } ¥

1 Rogniat, p. 231, blames both generals for the tao early employment of their
cayalry. In the case here mentioned, he says, the success was ¢ contre toute
probabilit¢,” as the cavalry charged unbroken infantry. The head of the attack-
ing columns had, however, been already shaken by the charge of the 92d regi-
mc{ant, ‘wh.ich took place nearly at the moment the cavalry charged.  ©
* 2 Muffling, p. 26, observes, ¢ La fumée étoit si €paisse que personne ne voyait
I'ensemble de l'action.” F
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session of the enemy’s cavalry, who could not, however, keep
possession of them, or even spike them, if they had the means,
in consequence of the heavy fire of musketry to which they
were exposed. The French accounts say, that several squares
were broken, and standards taken, which is decidedly false ;
on the contrary, the small squares constantly repulsed the
cavalry, whom they generally allowed to advance close to their
baydnets before they fired. They were driven back with loss
on all points, and the artillerymen immediately resumed
their guns in the most prompt manner, and opened a se=
vere and destructive fire 9:{ grape-shot on them as: they re-
tired. B :

After the failure of the first attack, the French had little or
no chance of success by renewing it ; but the officers, perhaps
ashamed of the failure of such boasted troops, endeavoured
repeatedly to bring them back to charge the squares; but
they could only be brought to pass between them, and round
them ; they even }ﬂanetrite(f to our second line, where they
cut down some stragglers and artillery drivers, who were
with the limbers and ammunition waggons. They charged
the Belgian squares in the second line, with no better success,
and upon some heavy Dutch cavalry showing themselves,
they soon retired.

If the enemy supposed us in retreat, then stich an attack
of cavalry might have led to the most important results ; but
by remaining so uselessly in our position, and passing and

1 The cavalry came up to one of the squares at a trot, and appeared to be
hanging back as if expecting our fire ; they elosed round two sides of it, having a
front of seventy or eighty men, and came so elose to one angle, that they ap-
peared to try to reach over the bayonets with their swords, The squares were
generally formed four deep, rounded at the angles; on the approach of the ca-
_va%ry two files fired, the others reserving their fire; the cavalry then tumed, and
itis nog easy to believe how few fell,—only one officer and two. men; no doubt
many. were wounded, but did not fall from their horses, Many square"s‘s fired at
t}.u: distance of thirty paces, with no other effect. In fact, our troops fired too
high, Swhich must have been noticed by the most casual observer,

12
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made too'soon,! but that it was necessary to support it, and
that the Quirassiers of Kellerman, 3000 in number, were con-
sequently ordered forward to maintain the position. And at

p- 196 and 157, Liv. ix. he allows that the Grenadiers-a- | |

cheval, and Dragoons of the Guard, which were in reserve,
advanced without orders ; that he sent to recall them, but, as
they were already engaged, any retrograde movement would
thert have been dangerous. Thus, every attack of the enemy
had been repulsed, and a severe loss inflicted. The influence
this must have had on the “morale” of each army, was much
in favour of the British, and the probability of success on the
partof the enemy, was conSequently diminished from that pe-
riod. i

The enemy now seemed to concentrate their artillery, :

particularly on the left of the Genappe chaussée, in front of La
Belle Alliance, and commenced a heayy fire (a large proportion
of his guns were 12 pounders, ) on that part of our line extend-
ing from behind La Haye Sainte towards Hougomont. 9ur
infantry sheltered themselves, by lying down behind the ridge
of the rising ground, and bore it with the most heroic pati-
ence. Several of our guns had been disabled, and many ar-
tillery-men killed and wounded, so that this fire was scarcely
returned, but when the new point of attack was no longer
doubtful, two brigades were brought from Lord Hill’s corps
on the'right, and were of most essential service.

It may here be proper to oomer the situation of the Prus-
sian army, and the assistance they had rendered up to this
time, about six o’clock- P

The British army had sustained several severe attacks,
which had been all repulsed, and no advantage of any conse=
quence had been gained by the enemy. They had possessed
part of the wood and garden of Hougomont, and La Haye

1 Muffling, p. 27, says, after this attack, which he states to be at feur e’clock,

‘¢ La bataille avoit été tres sanglante, mais il n'y avoit point de danger pour
l'afinée Anglaise.” He says it was then five o'clock.

>
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Sainte, which latter they were unable to occupy. Notasquare
had been broken, shaken, or obliged to retire. Our infantry
continued to display the same obstinacy, the same cool, caleu-
lating confidence in themselves, in their commander, and in
their officers, which had covered them with glory in the long
and ax;duous war in the Peninsula. From the limited extent
of the field of batt}e, and the tremendous fire their columns
were exposed to, the loss of the enemy could not have beex -
less than 15,000 killed and wounded. Two eagles, and 2000
prisoners, had been taken, and their ccavalry nearly destroyed.
We still occupied nearly the same position as we did in the
morning, but our loss had been severe} perhaps not less than
10,000 killed and wounded. Our ranks were further thinned
by the numbers of men who carried off the wounded, part of
whom never returned to the field; the number of Belgian
and Hanoverian troops, many of whom were young levies,
that crowded to the rear, was very considerable,’%ﬁsides the
numbes of our own dismounted dragoons, together with a
proportion of our infantry, some of whom, as will always be
found in the best armies, were glad to escape from the field.
These thronged the road leading to Brussels, in a manner -
that mone but an eye-witness could have belidved, so that
perhaps the actual force under the Duke of Wellington at
this time, half past six, did not amount to more than 34,000
men.!  'We had at an early hour been in communication with
some patrols of Prussian cavalry on our extreme left. A
Prussian corps, under Bulow, had marched from Wavre at
an early hour to manceuvre on the right and rear of the
French army, but a large proportion of the Prussian army

1 See Muffling, 52, who males’ the number amount to 10,000, and there is lit
tle doubt but that he is correct. A regiment of allied cavalry, whose uniform re-
sembled the French, having fled to Brussels, an alarm spread that the enemy
were at the gatos. Numbers of those who had quitted the field of battle, and,—let
the truth be spoken,—HEnglishmen too, fled from the town, and never halted until
they reached Antwerp. This fact is too well atteq&ed to be doubted. " y
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little doubt but Buonaparte had upwards of 75,000 men undex
his immediate command on the 18th June.' Saniss

Buonaparte, Liv.ix. 162, 117, states the Prussian force con-
centrated at Wavyre to be 75,000 men. Grouchy, p. 9, makes
it 95,000. It is, however, generally understood that theyhad
not above 70,000 with the army at Wavre.

1t may be necessary here to refer to the operations of the
c;rps under Grouchy, who were detached in pursuit of the
Prussians. It appears; that at 12 o’clock on the 17th, Buo- .
naparte was ignorant of the direction the Prussian army had
taken.2 Tt was generally supposed that it was towards Na-
mur. At that hour, Buonaparte ovdered Grouchy,? with
82,000 men, to follow them. As the troops were much scat-
tered, it was three o’clock before they were in movement, and

. they did not arrive at Gembloux before the night of the 17th,

when Grouchy informed Buonaparte of the direction. the
Prussian army had taken. He discovered the rear-guard of
the Prussians near Wavre about twelve olclock on thev18th,
and at two o’clock he attacked Wayre, which was obstinately
defended by General Thielmann, and succeeded in obtaining
possession of a part of the village. By the gallant defence of this
post by General Thielmann, Grouchy was induced to believe
that the whole Prussian army was before him. Blucher, howa
ever, had detached Bulow’s corps (4th) at an early hour upon
Chapelle-Lambert, to act on the rear of the French army,
The movement of this corps was, howeyer, much delayed by
a fire which happened at Wavre, and by the bad state of the
roads ; so that they had great difficulty in bringing up the
numerous artillery they carried with this corps, which pre-

1 Muffling, p. 58, mentions, that Buonaparte stated to some general officer on
the morning of the 18th, that he had 75,000 men, and the English only 50,000.
Liy. ix. 195, by taking Buonaparte's own account in this part of the book, upon
caleulation it will be seen that he there allows that lie had upwards of 74,000, y

&2 Grouchy, 15. it 3 3 3 Grouchy,
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~vented them from attacking the enemy before half past four
o’clock. b T ot
+ The 2d Prussian corps marched upon Chapelle-Lambert
‘and Lasne; and at a later period of the day,? the st corps
moved in the direction of Ohain. The 3d corps was also to
have supported the 4th and 2d corps. Blucher was not aware
‘of the large force under Grouchy who attacked the 3d corps,
as it was preparing to leave Wayre 5 and obliged it to take up
a position on the Dyle, between Limale and Wavre, where he
afterwards ordered it to maintain itself as well as it could.

*~ The British army, at this eyentful period of the day,
amounted to about 84,000 men, (allowing 10,000 killed and
wounded, and 10,000 more who had left the field 5)% 18,000 of
‘whom were English, The enemy may have had about 45,000
immediately opposed to us; allowing 20,000 killed, wounded,
and taken prisoners 5 and 10,000 men detached to act against
the Prussians.

The assistance of the Prussians had been expected at an
early hour,” which had induced Lord ‘Wellington to accept a
battle ; so that the British army had to bear the whole brunt
of the action for a much longer period than was calculated.
Lord Wellington, however, showed no anxiety as to the re~
sult. The corps of Lord Hill, several Belgian battalions, and
4 considerable portion of the cavalry; had been little engaged.
He knew the troops he had under his command, and seemed
confident to be able to maintain his position, even if the Prus-
sians did not arrive before night. The army was not aware
of their approach, nor did he think it necessary to animate
their exertions by this intelligence. Buonaparte, on the con-

1 See Muffling, 22, 51, 62. Gourgaud, pp. 98 and 99, says it was half past four
when General Dumont informed Buonaparte of their arrival.

2,Lik, ix. 168, 169, Buonaparte makes Bulow's attack after sunset.

3 See Muflling, 52. i

4 MufHling, 62, says, it was hoped the Prussian army could have attagked at
4wo o'clock, but that it was half past four before a cannon was fired by them.
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wary, thought proper to revive the drooping kpirits of his
troops, even of his Guards, whohad not yet been engaged, by
sending his aide-de-camp Labedoyere to inform them, as they
wete about to advance,! that Grouchy had joined their right
flank, and even' decewcd Ney Thimself by t]us false nitelli
gence.

"The above detail has been entered into for the purpose of
showing the state of the armies towards the close of the day.
Buonaparte was now aware of the powerful diversion' the
Prussians were about to make, but at the same time seems to
have imagined that Groucay would be: able to paralyse their
movements, He therefore resolved to make a last desperate
effort to break the centre of the British army, and carry their
position before the attack of the Prussians could take effect.

The Tmperial Guard had been kept in reserve, and had been
for some time formed on the heights extending from La Belle
Alliance, ‘towards Hougomont, which supported their left
flank. They had not yet been engaged.

About seven o’elock they advanced in two' columns,? lea<
ving four battalions i reserve. They were commanded by
Ney, who led them on. At the same time, they pushed on

“some light troops in the direction of La Haye. The advance
of these columns of the Guards was supported by a heavy fire
of artillery. Our infantry, who had been posted on the re-
verse of the hill, to be sheltered from the fire of the guns,
“were instantly moved forward by Lord Wellington. General
Maitland’s brigade of Guards, and General Adam’s brigade,
(62d and 71st regiments, and 95th rifles,) met this formida-
“ble attack. They were flanked by two brigades of artillery,
who kept up a destructive fire on the advancing columus.
Our troops waited for their approach with their characteristic
coolness, until they were within a short distance of our line,

- 1 Liv. ix, 167. Ney’s letter.
s 2 See Loxd Wellington's dispatehes:
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troops wete close on their front, and our whole line advan-
cing, when this body, the  elite,” and now the only hepe of
the enemy to cover their retreat, and saye their army, gave
way, and mixed in the general confusion and rout, abandon-
ing their cannon and all their materiel. It was now nearly
dark. Bulow, upon being joined by Pirch’s corps, again at-
tacked Planchenoit, which he turned ; and then the enemy
abandoned it. He immediately advanced towards the Gea
nappe chaussée, and closed round the right of the French,!
driving the enemy before him, and augmenting their confu-
sion. His troops came into the high road, or chaussée, near
Maison du Roi, and Blucher and Wellington having met
about the same time near La Belle Alliance, it was: resolved
‘to pursue the enemy, and give him no time to rally. The
loss of the Prussians on the 18th did not exceed 800 men.
The brunt of the action was chiefly sustained by the troops *
. of the British and King’s German: Legion, as their loss will
show. In stating this, it must be allowed, that much support
was afforded by the other contingents ; but they were chiefly
raw levies, newly raised, who could not be depended upon in
2 situation of importance. Some behaved ill, as is publicly
known. None were in the first line, except the Nassau troops
at Hougomont, and some on our extreme left. They were
placed in the second line, and in the valley behind the first
line, and on the right, at Braine la Leude, They had gene-
rally been formed with the British brigades of the different
divisions, (in the manner Lord Wellington found so advans
tageous with the Portuguese troops) ; but these arrangements
had just been made. The different brigades in a division had
not any knowledge of, or confidence in, each other. Many
battalions, particularly some Belgian troops; in the rear of the
fivst line, stood with firmness against the French cavalry, and
drove them back. They suffered more severely, perhaps, than
e &

o
Liv. IX, p, 169,
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the first line, from the fire of the enemy’s artillery, and at
the close of the action, advanced in support of tRe first line
with great steadiness and regularity.

The Prussians, who had made only a short march during
the day, pursued the enemy with such vigour, that they were
unable to rally a single battalion. The British army halted on
the field of battle. They once attempted to make a show of
registanceat Genappe, where, perhaps, if ‘they had had' a chief
to direct them, they might have maintained themselves un-
til daylight, the situation of the village being strong ; this .
might have given them the meays of saving at least the sem-

“blance of an army. The second Prussian’ corps was after-
-wards detached to intercept Grouchy, who was not aware of
the result of the battle until twelve o’clock next day. He
had succeeded in obtaining some advantage over General
Thielmann, and got possession of Wayre. He immediately
retreated towards Namur, where his rear-guard maintained
vhemselves against all the efforts of the Prussians, who suf-
fered severely in their attempt to take the place.  This ser-
ved to cover his retreat, which he executed with great abili-
ty, keeping in a parallel line to Blucher, and having rallied
many of the fugitives, he brought his army without loss to
Paris. He had been considered as lost, and his army made
- prisoners ; this belief was a great cause of the resignation of
Buonaparte ; otherwise, with this army he could have muster~
ed 70 or 80,000 men ; with the fortifications and resources of
Paris, which was sufficiently secure against a coup-de-main,
- it is not likely he would have so easily submitted without an-
other struggle, after the brilliant defensive campaign he had
made the preceding year. The great central depots of Paris ,
.and Lyons gave him great advantages, as is well shown in
the introductory chap., Liv. ix. and p. 181. There are al-
ways some turns of fortune in the events of war ; he might
af least have made terms. Thesouthern and eastern parts of
France were certainly in his favour ; he and his army hagl been:
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well received there only a few weeks before. That army, and
a great part of the population, would still have been glad to
nake sacrifices to endeayour to re-establish the sullied lustre
of his arms. At least, the honour of falling sword in hand
i 1 s .
The time of the arrival and co-operation of the Prussians,
has been variously stated.l The above account is perhaps as
near the truth as can be. The French writers make it at an
carly hour, to account more “satisfactorily fc‘)’r"}fheir defeat.
The Prussians also make it somewhat earlier than was actual-
‘ly the case, in order to partieipate more largely in the honours
of the day. 'Their powerful assistance has been acknowled-
ged to its full extent.  They completed the destruction of
the French army, after they had failed in all their’ aftacks
against the British, which continued upwards of seven hours,
after their cavalry had been destroyed, their Tmperial Guards
driven back, and eagles and prisoners taken, and when their
“means of further attack may be considered as exhausted. THe
British army had suffered severely, and was not in a state to
‘have taken great advantage of the retreat of the French. But
‘its safety was never for a moment compromised, and no cal-
culation could justify the idea, that we would have been so
* casily defeated and' driven from our position, but that the
" enemy would have been so much’ crippled, that he could not
“have taken much advantage of our reverses. Even in such
" a case, the arrival of the Prussians must have obliged him to
have retived. Muffling has observed, that the bold movement
of Blucher on the 18th has not been sufficiently appreciated.”

L 3 i
1 Liv. ix. says it was eleven o'clock when the Prussians joined. Gourgaud and
Montholon copy this. - The letter from Soult to Grouchy dated half past one 0’
clock, stating that they were informed by a prisoner of Bulow’s march, and that
they thought they discovered his advanced posts at that hour, completely contra-
dicts this. Liv. ix. e e
s l\ll:l_iﬁng. p 61, Ilne sagit pas de savoir ce qu'un gencral ordinaire au-
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No. IX.
BUONAPARTE’S PROTEST-
Volume TX. prge 99. / #

« Jg proteste solennellement i¢i, & la face du Ciel et des
hommes, contre la violence qui m’est faite, contre la viola=
tion de mes droits les plus sacrés, en disposant par la force

. de ma personne et de ma liberté. i b o

¢ Je suis venu librement,i bord du Bellerophon ; je ne .
suis point prisonnier ; je suis T’héte de ’Angleterre. J’y suis
venu & Pinstigation méme du Capitaine, qui ‘a dit avoir des

ordres du Gouvernement de me recevoir, et de me conduire en .
Angleterre, avecima suite, i cela, m’étoit: agréable.  Je me
suis presenté de bonne foi pout venir me metire sous la pro-
tection des lois d’Angleterre. Aussitot assis & bord du Belle«
rophon, je fus sur le foyer du peuple Britannique. Si-le
Gouvernement, en donnant des ordres aut Capitaine du Belle-
rophon, de me recevoir ainsi que ma suite, n’a voulu que
tendre une embiiche, il a forfait & I’honneur et flétri son pa=
villon. Si cet act se consommoit, ce seroit en vain que les
Anglais voudroient parler 2 I'Europe de leur loyauté, de leurs
loix, et de leur liberté. La foi Britannique s’y trouvera per«
due dans Uhospitalité du Bellerophon. J’en appelle a T'his-
toire ; elle dira qu'un ennemi, qui fit vingt ans la guerre aux
peuples Anglois, vint librement, dans son infortune, chercher
un asile sous ses loix. Quelle plus éclatante’preuve pouvait=
51 Ini donner de son estime et de sa confiance ? Mais com=
ment repondit-on en Angleterre a une telle magnanimité ?—
. on feignit de tendre une main hospitalitre & cet ennemi, et
quand il se fut livré de bonne foi, 'on Timmola.
(Signé)  “ NAPOLEON-
« A bord du Bellerophon, 3 ¥ PR
| 4 Aofit 18157
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TRANSLATION,

“T hereby solemnly protest, in the face of Heaven and of
men, against the violence done me, and against the violation
of my most sacred rights, in forcibly disposing of my person
and my liberty.

“T came voluntarily on board of the Bellerophon ; I am
not a prisoner—I am the guest of England. T came on board
even at the instigation of the captain, who told me he had
orders from the government to receive me and my suite, and
conduct me to England, if agreeabls to me. I presented my=
self with good faith, to put myself under the Pprotection of the
English laws. As soon as T was on board the Bellerophon, I
was under shelter of the British people: If the government,
in giving orders to;the captain of the Bellerophon to receive
me as well as my suite, only inténded to lay a snare for me,
it has forfeited its honour, and disgraced its flag. If this act
be onsummated, the English will in vain hoast to EBurope
their integrity, their laws, and their liberty. British good
faith will be lost in the hospitality of the Bellerophon. T ap=
peal to history ; it will say that an enemy, who for twenty
years waged war against the English people, came voluntarily,
in his misfortunes, to seek ‘an asylum under their laws.
‘What more brilliant proof could he give of his esteem and -
his confidence ® But what refurn did England make for so
much magnanimity P—They feigned to stretch forth a friend«
1y hand to that enemy ; and when he delivered himself up
in good faith, they sacrificed him. :

f : (Signed)  “ Naroreow.

“ On board the Bellerophon,
4th August 1815.”

%i’e have already, in the text, completely refuted the pre-
tence that Buonaparte was ensnared on board the Bellero-
phon. Every expression of Captain Maitland went to ?is-

own any authority to treat with Napoleon; or grant him con=
; 15
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ceive the General and his suite on board the ship I command,
for 2 conveyance to England ; and that I assured himJat the
same time; that both the General and: his suite would be well
received there ; and directing me to report, for your Lord~
ship’s information, such observations as I'may consider it ne<
cessary to' make upon these assertions. I shall, in conse-
quence; state, fo the best of myrecollection, the whole of the
transaction that took place: between Count Las: Cases and
me; on the 14th of July, respecting the embarkation of Na-
poleon Buonaparte, for the veracity of which I beg to refer
your Lordship to Captain Sartorius #s to what was said in
the morning, and to that officer and Captain Gambier (the
Myrmidon having joined me in the afternoon) as towhat
passed in the evening.

“ Your Lordship being informed already of the flag of
truce that came out to me on the 10th of July, as well as
of everything that occurred on that oceasion, I shall confine
myself to the transactions of the 14th of the same month.

¢ Barly in the morning of that day, the officer of the watch
informed me, a schooner, bearing a flag of truce; was ap~
proaching : on her joining the ship, about seven . m. the
Count Las Cases and General 1.’Allemand came on board,
when, on being shown into the cabin, Las Cases asked me if
any answer had been returned to the letter sent by me to Sir
Henry Hotham, respecting Napoleon Buonaparte being allow=
‘ed to pass for America, either in the frigates or in a neutral
vessel. Iinformed him no answer had been returned, though
1 hourly expected, in consequence of those dispatches, Sir
Henry Hotham would arrive ; and, as I had told Monsieur
Las Cases when last on board, that I should send my boat
in when the answer came, it was quite unnecessary to have
sent out a flag of truce on that account :—there, for the time,
the conversation terminated. On their coming on beard, T
had made the signal for the Captain of the Slaney, being de~
sirous of haying a witness to all that might pass. 3

¢ After breakfast (during which Captain Sartoriug came

VOL. IX. ke
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on board) we retired to the after-cabin, when Monsieur Las
Cases began on the same subject, and said, ¢ The Emperor
was so anxious to stop' the further effusion of blood, that he
would go to America in any way the English: Government
would sanction; either in a neutral, a disarmed frigate, or an
English ship of war.” To which I replied, ¢ I haveno au-
thority to permit any of those measures ; but if he chooses to
dome on board the ship I'command, T think, under the orders
I am acting with, I may venture to receive him, and carry
him to England ; but if T do so, T'can in no way be answer-
able for the reception he may meet with s> (this T repeated
several times:) when Las Cases said, ¢ I have little doubt,
under those circumstances, that you will see the Emperor on
board the Bellerophon.” After some more general conversa
tion, and the above being frequently repeated, Monsieur Las
Cases and General L’Allemand took their leave ; and T assure
your Lordship, that T never in any way entered into condi-
tions with respect to the reception General Buonaparte was'
to meet with's nor was it at that time finally arranged that
he was to come on board the Bellerophon. In the course of
conversation, Las Cases asked me, whether I thought Buonas
parte would be well received in England ? to which T gave
the only answer I could do in my situation—¢ That I did not
at all know what was the intention of the British Government;
but T had no reason to suppose he would not be well received.
Tt is here worthy of remark, that when Las Cases came orf
board, he assured me that Buonaparte was then at, Rochefort,
and that it would be necessary for him to go there to report
the conversation that had passed between us, (this I can
prove by the testimony of Captain Sartorius, and the first
lieutenant of this ship, to whom I spoke of it at the time,)
which statement was not fact ; Buonaparte never having quit=
ted Tsle d’Aix, or the frigates, after the 8d.
- 4T was therefore much surprised at sceing Monsieur Lag
Cases on board again before seven o’clock the same evening ;
‘and one of the first questions T put to him was, whéther he
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had been at Rochefort? He answered, that; on returning to
Isle d’Aix; he found that Napoleon had arrived thexe.

¢ Monsieur Las Cases then presented to me the letter
Count Bertrand wrote concerning Buonapnrte's intention to
come on board the ship, (@ copy of which has been transmit-
ted to your Lordship by'Sir Henry Hotham 5) and it was not
till then agreed upon that I should receive him ; when either
gaud (I am not podi-
tive which, as I was. employed writing my own dispatches,)
wrote to Bertrand to inform him of it. While paper Was pre-
paring to write the letter, T said again to Monsieur Lag Cases,
“You will recollect I have no author-{ty for making conditions
of any sort.”  Nor has Mensieur Las Cases ever started such
an idea till the day before yesterday. That it was not the
feeling of Buonaparte, or the rest of his people, I will give
strong proof; drawn from the conversations th y have held
with me. : )

“ AsT never heard the subject mentioned till two days ago,
1 shall not detail every conversation that has passed, but con-
fine myself to that period. '

¢ The night' that the squadron anchored at the back of
Berry-head, Buonaparte sent for me about ten . ar. and said
he was informed by Bertrand, that T had received orders to
remove him to the Northumberland; and wished to know if
that was the case; on being told that it was, he requested
that I would write aletter to Bertrand, stating I had such or-
ders, that it might not appear he went of hisown accord, but
that he had been forced to do so. I told him T could havene
objection, and wrote a letter to that effeet, which your Lord-
ship afterwards sanctioned, and desired me, if he required it,
to give him a copy of the order.

¢ After having arranged that matter, T was going to witha
draw, when he requested me to remain, as he had something
more to say: he then began‘complaining of his treatment
in belng forced to go to St Helena : among other things he
sbserved, ¢ They say I madene conditions : certainly I made
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1o conditions; how could a private man (un particulier) make
conditions with a nation ? I wanted nothing from them but
hospitality, or (as the ancients would express it) air and wa-
ter. I threw myself on the generosity of the English nation :
¥ claimed a place sus leurs foyers; and my only wish was to
purchase a small estate; and end my. life in tranquillity.’
After more of the same sort of conversation, I left him for

the night. - ) ) 3
< Qn the morning he removed from the Bellerophon to the

Northumberland, he sent for me again; and said; ¢ Thave sent

tor you to expressmy gratitude for your conduct to me; while
1 have been on board the ship you command. My reception
in England has been very different. from what I expected ;
but you throughout have behaved like a man of honour ; and
I request you will accept my thanks, as well as convey them
to the officers and ship’s company of the Bellerophon.’
<& §oon afterwards, Montholon came to me from Buona-
parte 3 but, to understand what passed between him ansl‘ me,
T must revert to a conversation that I had with Madame Ber=
trand on the passage from Rochefort.
< It is not necessary, to state how the conversation commen=
eed; as it does not apply to the present transaction ; but she
informed me that it was Buonaparte’s intention to present me
with a box containing his picture set with diamonds. I an-
swered, ¢ T hope not, for I cannot receive it.—¢ Then you
will offend him very much,’ she said. ¢ If that is the case,’
I replied, ¢ I request you will take measures fo prevent its
being offered, as it is absolutely impossible I can accept of it ;
and I wish to spare him the mortification, and myself the
pain, of a refusal.” « There the matter dropt, and I heard no
more of it, till about half an hour before Buonaparte quitted
the Bellerophon, when Montholon cime to me, and said be
was desired by Buonaparte to express the high sense he en-
tertained of my conduct throughout the whole of the trans«
action : that it had been his intention to present nfe with a
béx containing his portrait, but that he understood I was de-
termined not to accept it, I said, © Placed as I was, I felt it
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impossible to receive a present from him, though I yas high-
1y flattered at the testimony he had borne to the uprightness
of my conduct throughout. Montholon added, ¢ One of the
greatest causes of chagrin he feels in not being admitted to
an interview with thesl’rinoe-l{egent, is; that he had deter-
mined to ask as a fayour, your being promoted to the rank of
Rear-Admiral.” To which I replied,-&»That‘wouldvhave‘been
quite impossible, but I do not the less fesl the kindnesg of
the intention.” I then said, T am hurt that Ias Cases should

say I held forth any assurances as to the reception Buonaparte
was to meet with in England.—¢ Qh !’ said he, ¢ Las Cases
is disappointed in his expectations Jand as he negotiated the
affair, he attributes the Emperor's situation to himself: but
I can assure you, that he (Buonaparte) feels conyinced y ou
haye acted like a man of honour throughout.’ ;

¢ Asyour Lordship overheard part of a conversation which
took place between Las Cases and me on the quarter-deck of
the °Bellerol;\hcm, I shall not detail it 5 but on that occasion,
I positively denied having promised anything as to the recep-
tion of Buonaparte and his suite 5 and I believe your Lord-
ship was of opinion he could not make out the statement to
you. It is extremely unpleasant for me to be under the ne-
cessity of entering into a detail of this sort 5 but the unhand-
some representation Las Cases has made to your Lordship of
my conduct, has obliged me to produce proofs of the light in
which the transaction was viewed by Buonaparte as well as
his attendants. BECU &g

““ I again repeat, that Captain Gambier and Sartorius can
verify the principal part of what I have stated, as far as con-
cerns the charge made against me by Count Las Cases.

I have the honour to be
‘¢ Your Lordship’s
¢ Most obedient humble servant,
“ FrREDERICK L. MATTLAND.
“°T¢ the Right Hon. i d 3
Viscount Keith, G. C. B. ‘ .
&e. &c. &¢.”
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No. XI.

INTERVIEW BETWIXT NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE AND
HENRY ELLIS; ESQ. THIRD COMMISSIONER OF
LORD AMHERST’S EMBASSY T0 CHINA.

Volume IX. p. 250.

Although, like others; I was familiar with the details of
Buonaparte’s present situation, and might, therefore, be sup-
posed to have become saturated with those sentiments of
surprise; which such an extraordinary reverse of fortune was
calculated to excite,—I must confess that I could boast but
little self-possession on entering the presence of a man, who
had been at once the terror and wonder of the civilized world.
The absence of attendants, and the other circumstances of
high station, did not seem to me to have affected his indivi-
dual greatness;; however elevated his rank had been, his ac-
tions had been still beyond it. Even the mighty weapons
which he had wielded were lizht to his gigantic strength ;
the splendour of a court, the pomp; discipline, and number
of his armies, sufficient to have constituted the personal
greatness of an hereditary monarch, scarcely added to the
effect produced by the tremendous, but fortunately ill-di-
rected, energies of his mind. Their absence, therefore, did
not diminish the influence of his individuality. I do not
know that I ever before felt myself in the presence of a mind
differing from mine, not in degree, but in nature ; and could
have had but little disposition to gratify curiosity by inqui-
ries into the motives which had guided his conduct in the
eventful transactions of his life. I came prepared to listen
and recollect, not to question or speculate. Lord Ambherst

haying presented me, Napoleon began by saying, that my
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name was not unknown to him; that he understood I had
been at Constantinople, and had a faint reeollection’ of some
person of my name hayving been employed in Russia. I, in
reply, said that I had been at Constantinople in my way to
Persia. ““Yes,” says he, “ it was I who showed you the way to
that country.  Eh bien, comment se porte mon ami lo Shah 2
‘What have the Russians been doing lately in that quarter »”
On my informing him that the result of the last war had Deen
the cession of all the territory in the military occupation of
their troops,—he said, Yes, Russia is the powér now most to

* be dreaded ; Alexander may have whateyer army he pleases.
Unlike the French and English, the subjects of the Russian
empire improve their condition. by becoming soldiers. If T
called on a Frenchman to quit his country, T required him to
abandon his happiness. The Russian, on the contrary, is s
slaye while a peasant, and becomes free and respectable when
a soldier. A Frenchman, leaving his country, always changes
for,the worse, while Germany, France, and Italy, are all su-
perior fo the native country of the Russians. Their immense
bodies of Cossacks are also formidable ; their mode of trayel~
ling resembles the Bedouins of the Desert. They advance with
confidence into the most unknown regions.” He then related
the following instance of the extraordinary powers of vision
possessed by the Arabs. When in Egypt, he took up his
glass to examine an: Arab, who was still at some distance.
Before Buonaparte had, with the assistance of the instrument,
ascertained his appearance, a Bedouin, standing near him, had
s0 completely made him out, as to distinguish the dress of the
tribe to which he belonged. ¢ Russia,” continued he,  has
still her designs upon Constantinople. "Po obtain myconsent to
his projects upon Turkey, was the great wish of the Emperor
Alexander, but in vain ; I told him I never would allow the
Greek cross to be added to the crown of the Czars.  Austria
would unite with Russia against Turkey, on condition of be~

() . . .
ing allowed to retain the provinces eontiguous to her frontier.
France and England are the only powers interested in oppo-~
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sing their schemes ; T always felt this, and always supported
the Turks, although I hated them as barbarians. If Russia,”
headded, “organises Poland, she will be irresistible.”” Napoleon
here took a rapid view of the military character of the nationg
of Europe, and without reference to what he had just said e~
specting the Russians, declared the French and English were
the only troops deserving notice for their discipline and mo«
ral ('iualities; ¢ The Austrian and Prussian,” he said,  were
much inferior: in fact, real strength and efficiency were con=
fined to the English and French.” The remainder of his
harangue (for his habit of not waiting for, or indeed listening
to replies, renders conversation an inapplicable term,) was
employed upon the present state of England, which he con=
sidered was most calamitous, and as produced by the impolicy
of mixing with continental affairs. The dominion of the seas,
and the maintenance of a monopoly of commerce, he consi-
dered as the only true foundation of our mnational prosperity.
< Whatever might be the bravery of our troops, their limited
number would for ever prevent us from becoming a great mi-
litary power.  Pous avez towjours vitre bravoure des siccles,
mais, avec quarante cingmille, vous ne serez jamais puissance
militaire—In sacrificing maritime affairs, we were acting like
Francis T. at the battle of Pavia, whose General had made
an excellent disposition of hisarmy, and had placed forty-five
picces of ‘cannon (an unheard-of battery at that time) in a
situation that must have secured the victory: Francis, how-
ever, his grand sabre a la main, placed himself at the head
of his gendarmerie and household troops, between the battery
and the enemy, and thereby lost the advantage his superiority
of artillery gave him® thus,” said he, * seduced by a tempo=
rary suceess, you are masking the only battery you possess,
your naval pre-eminence. While that remains, you may block-
ade all Burope. I well know the effect of blockade. With two
small wooden machines, you distress a line of coast, and place
a country in the situation of a body rubbed over with oil, and
 this deprived of the natural perspiration. I,” says he; “amnow
suffering in my face from this obstruction to perspiration, and -
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blockade has:the same effect upon a nation. What have youw
gained by the war ?- you have gained Ppossession of my”person,
and had an opportunity of exhibiting an example of ungene-
rousness. By placing the Bourbons on the throne, you have
disturbed the legitimacy of kings, for I am the natoral soves
reign of France. You conceived that none but N: apoleon:
could shut the ports of Europe against you, but now every
petty sovereign insults you with prohibitory regulations upon:
your commerce.—1,’ Angleterre est déchue depuis quelle §est
melée des afffaires du continent.—Y ou should have been aware
of the advance I had made t.owards’the improvement of ma-
nufacture throughout my empire, and secured the repayment
of your expenses during the war, by a forced extension of
your trade.. Who placed the King of Portugal on his throne ?
Was it not England ? Had' you not, therefore, a right to be re-
imbursed, and that reimbursement might have been found in-
the exclusive trade to the Brazils for five years. This demand
wasreasonable, and could not, therefore, have been refused.” T.
obséryed that such a proceeding would not have been conso-
nant with our political system, and that the King of Portugal,
aware of this, would have resisted, the more especiallyas, when
placed on the throne, he no longer wanted our assistance.
«The demand should have been madein the first instance,” said
he, ““when you might have asked anything ; butitis now too
late ; and you have only to blame your ministers; who have
totally neglected the interests of England. Russia, Austria,
Prussia, have all been gainers; England alone has been 2
loser.  You have even neglected that poor kingdom of Ha-
nover. -Why not have added three or four millions to its po-
pulation?  Lord Castlereagh, got amog: the monarchs, be-
came a courtier, and thought more of their aggrandisement,
than the claims of his country. Your good fortunes, et mes
fautes, mes imprudences, have brought about a state of things
which even Pitt never dared to dream of; and what is the
result? your people are starving, and your country is con=
vulsed with riots. The situation of England is most curious.
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She has gained all, and yet she is ruined. Believe the opinion
of a mart accustomed to consider political subjects ; England
should look wholly to commerce and naval affairs ; she never
can be a continental power, and in the attempt must be ruined.
Maintain the empire of the seas, and you may send your
ambassadors to the courts of Europe, and ask what you please.
The sovereigns are aware of your present distressed situation,
and insult you.” He repeated, “ Forty-five thousand men
will never make you a military power ; it is not in the genius
of yournation. None but the very dregs of the nation enlist
in your army ; the profession is not liked.” He would not
listen to an observation respecting the great channel of supply.
from the militia to the line, which he seemed to confound
with the volunteers.

Napoleon continued his observations by saying,  The sus-
pension of the Habeas Corpus would not prove a remedy for
the riots ; people must have food ; the stagnation of commerce
diminishes your exports, and your manufacturers are starwing,
It is absurd to describe the evils as temporary. Wellesley is
right in that, the distress is general, and must be lasting.
Stopping the evils by suspending the Habeas Corpus, is ap-
plying topical remedies when the disease is in the system :
topical remedies will only remove topical eruption ; the com-
plaint extends over the whole body.—There is not a man of
ability in the cabinet. Lord Chatham understood the true
interests of England when he said, ¢ If we are just for twen-
ty-four hours, we must be ruined.” Immense extension of
commerce, combined with reductions and reforms, could alone
have prevented the present crisis in England. For his part,
he wished that all W& tranquil and settled, as that was his
only chance of being released.” ¢ A large army,” he re-
marked, “ was moreover inconsistent with our free constitu
tion, to which we were, with reason, so much attached.” I
remarked, that the superior importance to England of mari~
time concerns was fully acknowledged by our ministers, and
thit they would heartily rejoice in being enabled to withdray

18 -
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the British contingent in France (to which he seemed to have
alluded) ; that the actual distress in England arose ,fri)m the
system of public credit, by which the war had been sup-
ported, and the consequences of which were in their nature
lasting ; that these consequences had bheen anticipated, and
were not, it was to be hoped, irremediable. ¢ Yes,” said
Napoleon,  your resources are great : but your ruin, from
persisting in your present policy, is certain. Your ministers
have affected generosity, and have ruined the country. In
this generosity you have departed from the system of your
ancestors, who never concluded a peace without gaining, or
attempting to gain, some advantage ; they were steady mer-
chants, who filled their purses, but you have set up for gen~
tlemen, and are ruined. Although the peace, on the termi-
nation of the American war, was honourable to France, for
she compelled England to acknowledge the independence of
America, the treaty in 1783 was fatal to French commerce ;
and how do you suppose that came to be econcluded? The.
French 1ninisters were fully aware of its injurious conse~
quences; but England threatened war;, and they had no money
to defray the expenses,” I understood Buonaparte to say
that this account was supported by Memoirs in the Bureau
des Affaires Etrangeres. v
During the conyersation, which, notwithstanding the va«
riety of topies started, if not discussed, did not occupy more
than half an hour, there were frequent repetitions of parti-
cular. expressions, such as ¢ I’ Angleterre est déchue; avee
45,000 hommes vous ne serez jamais puissance continent
ale.”  Buonaparte never listened to any reply naturally
arising from his observations, but continued his.own view
of the subject he was discussing ; he seemed little studi-
ous in arrangement, but poured out his ideas with a rapidity
of language almost equal to the rapidity of their succession
in the mind. His style upon political subjects is so. epi-
gra&m’itip and tranchant, that in a man whose actions had
not been correspondent, it would look like Charlatanerie.
Buonaparie must be allowed to be eloquent, and possesscs




elyiii APPENDIX. N0, XI.

that species of oratory well adapted for a popular assembly,
or for influencing persons already prepared to look up to him.-
Upon the former, his point would produce impression ; and a
sort of oracular confidenes, in which he abounds, would com~
mand the conviction of the latter. His manner, on the whole,
was pleasing, and had a mixture of simplicity and conscious
superiority which I never before witnessed. The expression of
hiseountenance is more intellectual than commanding ; and his
person, so far from being overgrown with corpulency, seems
fully equal to the endurance of the greatest exertion. I should
say that he was as fit as ever to go through a campaign, and
that, consldermg his age, he was not unusually corpulent.
1 have omitted to mention an illustration made use of by
Buonaparte, in speaking of the conduct of the English mi-
nisters at the Congress. ¢ You were,” said he, < like the
dog in the fable, who dropt the piece of meat in the wa=
ter, while looking at his own image. You had the commerce
of the world, and you took no precautions to retain it. No-
thing but a great extension of commerce could haye enabled
you to bear your immense taxes, and you made no effort to
obtain it.” © Buonaparte miscalls English names and words
more than any foreigner I ever before heard, who had pre-
tensious to a knowledge of the language ; and notwithstand«
ing his reading, and the attention he has probably paid to
the subject, he seems little acquainted with the nature of our
domestic policy. His plans, like his practice, are all despot-
ic, and are formed without adverting to constitutional re=
strictions

In his conversation with Lord Amherst, he dwelt much
upon his present situation, and expressed himself with great
and unjustifiable bitterness réspecting Sir H. Lowe. Lord
Baghurst's speech had evidently annoyed him, and he ex-
pressed disappointment at the countenance such language
-and treatment received from Lords Sidmouth and Liver 00l,
with whom he affected to consider himself as having }éeen
dowmerly on terms of amicable intercourse. e said such a
=nan as Lord Comwallis ought to have been placed in Sir H.

10
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Lowe’s situation. It is difficult to conceive an
* more unreasonable, than those made by Buonapatte of Sir
H. Lowe’s conduct. There perhaps never was a prisoner so
much requiring to be watched and guarded, to whom so
much liberty and range for exercise was allowed. ‘With an
officer he may go over any part of the island ; wholly unob-
served, his limits extend four miles—partially observed, eight
—and overlooked, Fwelve. At night, the sentinels ceru:inly
close round Longwood itself. The house is small, but well
furnished ; and altogether as commodious as the circumstan-
ces under which it was procured would admit. T can only
account for his petulance and unfounded complaints, from
one of two motives,—either he wishes by their means to keep
alive interest in Europe, and more especially in England,
where he flatters himself he has a party ; or his troubled
mind finds an occupation in the tracasseries which his pre=
sent conduct gives to the Governor. If the latter be the case,
it ds in vain for any Governor to unite being on good terms
with him, to the performance of his duty. Buonaparte, in
«coneluding the observations which he thought proper to ad-
dress to me, made a motion with his hand to Lord Amherst
for the introduction of Captain Maxwell and the gentlemen
of the Embassy. They entered, accompanied by Generals
Bertrand, Montholon, and Gourgaud. . A ‘eircle under the
direction of the Grand Marshal was formed, and Lord Ar-
herst having presented Captain Maxwell, Buonaparte said,
““ I have heard of you before—you took one of my frigates,
the Pauline ; vous étes un méchant ; well, your government
can say nothing about your losing the ship, for you have ta-
ken one for them before.” He observed of Lord Amherst’s
son, that he must resemble his mother, and good-humoured-
ly asked him what he had brought from China, whether a
bonnet or a Mandarin. He inquired of Mr M‘Leod, the sur<
- geon of the Alceste, how long he had served, and if he had
“been wounded ; repeating the question in English. On’ Mr
Abel being introduced as naturalist, he inquired if he knew

y complaints
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Sir Joseph Banks, saying that his name bad always been a
passport,‘and that, even during the war, his requests had al- *
ways been attended to. He wished to know if Mr Abel was
a member of the Royal Society, or was a candidate for that
honour. Buonaparte appeared to be under some erroneous
impression respecting a sou of Sir J. Banks having gone on an
expedition to the coast of Africa. Mr Cook’s name led him
natdrally to inquire whether he was a descendant ‘of the ce-
lebrated Cook, the navigator, udding, “ he was indeed a great
man.” DrLynnhaving been presented asa physician, wasasked
at what university he had studied : ¢ AtEdinburgh,” being the
reply;  Ah! are you a Brunonian in practice, and do you
bleed and give as much mercury as our St Helena doctors?”
To Mr Griffiths, the chaplain, (whom he called dumonier,)
he put some questions respeeting the state of religion in Chi-
na ; he was answered, a kind of Polytheism. Not sceming to
understand this word spoken in English, Bertrand explained,
Pluralité de Dieva. “° Ah, Pluralité de Dieuz! Do they
believe,” he resumed, < in the immortality of the soul?”
“Theyseem to have some idea of a future state,” wasthe reply.
He then asked to what university he belonged ; and jokingly
said to Lord Amherst, you must get him a good living when
you go home ; adding, “ I wish you may be a prebendary.”
He then inquired of Mr Hayne, how and where he had heen
educated? On being told that he had been educated at home
by his father, he immediately turned away ; and haying now
said something to each, he dismissed us.
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No. XII. ;

BUONAPARTE’S LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT.

Volume IX. p. 331.

R
NAPOLEON.

This 15tk April, 1821, at Longwood, Island of St Helena.
This is'my Testament, or Act of my last Will.
I °

1. I p1e in the apostolical Roman religion, in the hosom
of which T was born, more than fifty years since.

2. It is my wish that my ashes may repose on the banks of
the Seine, in the midst of the French people, whom I have
loved so well.

8. T haye always had reason to be pleased with my dearest
wife) Marie Louise. I retain for her, to my last moment, the
most tender sentiments—I beseech her to watch, in order to
preserve my son from the snares which yet environ his in-
fancy.

4. T recommend to my son, never to forget that he was
born a French prince, and never to allow himself to become
an instrument in the hands of the triumvirs who oppress the
nations of Europe ; he ought never to fight against France,
* or to injure her.in any manner ; he ought to adopt my motto
—<¢ BEverything for the French people.” :

5. T die prematurely, assassinated by the English oligar-
chy and its * * ¥, The English nation will not be slow in
avenging me. et : {

6. The two unfortunate results of the invasions of France,
when she had still so many resources, are to be attributed -
to the treason of Marmont, Augereau, Talleyrand, and La
Hayettes g ‘

VOL: TX 1 »
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1 forgive them—may the posterity of France forgive them
like me !, !

7. I thank my good and most excellent mother, the Cardi-
nal, my brothers Joseph, Lucien, Jerome, Pauline, Caroline,
Julie, Hortense, Catarine, Eugéne, for the interest which
they have continued to feel for me. I pardon Louis for the
libel which he published in 1820: it is replete with false as-
sertions and falsified documents.

8. I disavow the ‘© Manuseript of St Helena,” and other
works, under the title of Maxims, Seyings, &e., which per-
sons have been pleased to publish for the Iast six years.
These are not the rules which have guided my life. T caused
the Duc d’Enghien to be arrested and tried, because thatstep
was essential to the safety, interest, and honour of the French
people, when the Count d’Artois was maintaining, by his con-
fession, sixty assassins at Paris. Under similar circumstan-
ces, I would act in the same way.

1I. %

1. I bequeath to my son, the boxes, orders, and other ar-
ticles ; such as my plate, field-bed, saddles, spurs, chapel
plate, books, linen, which I have been accustomed fo wear
and use, according to the list annexed (a). It is my wish
that this slight bequest may be dear to him, as recalling the
memory of a father, of whom the universe will discourse to
him ]

2. I bequeath to Lady Holland the antique Cameo which
Pope Pius VI. gave me at Tolentino.

3. I bequeath to Count Montholon twomillions of francs,
asaproof of my satisfaction with the filial attentions which he
has paid to me during six years,and as an indemnity for the
losses which his residence at St Helena has occasioned.

4. I begueath to Count Bertrand five hundred thousand
france, i \
5y I bequeath to Marchand, my first valet de chamlsre sfour
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hundred thousand francs, The services which he has ren-
dered to me are those of a friend 5 it is my wish that he
should marry the widow, sister, or daughter of an officer of
my 0ld Guard.

6. Item. To St Denis, one hundred thousand francs.

7. Item. To Novarre, one hundred thousand francs.

8. Item. To Pieron, one hundred thousand francs. °

. Item. To Archambaud, fifty thousand francs.

10. Item. To Cursor, twenty-five thousand francs.

11. Ttem. To Chandellier, item. -

12. To the Abbé Vignali, one hujndred thousand francs.
It is my wish that he should build his house near the Ponte
novo di Costino.

18. Ttem. To Count Las Cases one hundred thonsand
franes. 3
14. Ttem. To Count Lavalette one hundred thousand
francs.
1567 Ttem. To Larrey, surgeon in chief, one hundred thou-
sand francs.—He is the most virtuous man I have known.
16. Item. To General Brayher, one hundred thousand
franes.
17. Item. To General Le Feyre Desnouettes, one hun-
dred thousand francs.
18. Item. To General Drouot, one hundred thousand
, franes. pHne
19. Item. To General Cambrone, one hundred thousand
francs.
20. Item. To the children of General Mouton Duvernet,
one hundred. thousand francs. -
21. Ttem. To the children of the brave Labedoyére, one
hundred thousand franes.
22. Item. To the children of General Girard, killed at
Ligny, cne hundred thousand francs.
23.2Itém. To the children of General Marchand, one
hundred thousand franes. . °
24. Ttem. To the children of the virtuous General Tra-
vost, one hundred thousand franes.
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I. My private domain being my property, of which no
Trench law deprives me, that I am aware of, an account of it
will be required from the Baron dela Bouillerie, the trea-
surer thereof ; it ought to amount to more than 200,000,000
of francs ; namely, 1. The portfolio containing the sayings
which T made during fourteen years out of my civil list,
which amounted to more than 12,000,000 per annum, if gy
memory be good. 2. The produce of this portfolio. 3. The
furniture of my palaces, such as it was in 1824, including the
palaces of Rome, Florence, and Turin. All this furniture was
purchased with moneys.aceruing frdm the civil list. 4. The
proceeds of my houses in the kingdom of Italy, such as mo=
ney, plate, jewels, furniture, equipages ; the accounts will be
rendered by Prince Eugene, and the steward of the crown,
Campagnoni. NAPOLEON. -

2. I bequeath my private domain, one half to the surviving
officers and soldiers of the French army who-have fought since
1792 to 1815, for the glory and the independence of the nation.
The distribution shall be made in proportion to their appoint=
ments upon active service. One half to the towns and districts
of Alsace, of Lorraine, of Franche Compté, of Burgundy, of
the Isle of France, of Champagne Forest, Dauphing, which
may have suffered by either of the invasions. There shall
be previously deducted from this sum, one million for the
town of Brienne, and one million for that of Meri. I ap~
point Counts Montholon, Bertrand, and Marchand, the exe-
cutors of my will. :

This present will, wholly written with my own hand, is
signed, and sealed with my own arms.

(2 5.) NAPOLEON.

clxv
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£
Last (A).

Affimed to my Will.

Longwood, Island of St Helena, this 1bth Aprils 1821,

% . L

1. The consecrated vessels which have been in use at my
chapel at Longwaod. )

2. I enjoin the Abbé Vignali to preserve them, and to deli-
ver them to my son, wheh he shall reach the age of sixteen
years.

1I.
_ 1. My arms, that is to say, my sword, that which I wore
at Austerlitz, the sabre of Sobieski, my dagger, my broad
sword, my hanger, my two pair of Versailles pistols.

2. My gold travelling box, that of which I madeuseon the
morning of Ulm and of Austerlitz, of Jena, of Eylau, of Fried-
land, of the Island of Lobau, of Moscow, of Monmirail.
In this point of view, it is my wish that it may be precious in
the eyes of my son. (It has been deposited with Count Ber-
trand since 1814.)

3. T charge Count Bertrand with the care of preserving
these objects, and of conveying them to my son, when he shall
attain the age of sixteen years.

: IIT.

1. Three small mahogany boxes, containing, the first,
thirty-three snuff-boxes, or comfit-boxes ; the second, twelve
boxes with the Tmperial arms, two small eye-glasses, and four
boxes found on the table of Louis XVIIL in the Tuilleries,
on the 20th of March, 1815 ; the third, three snuff-boxes,
ornamented with silver medals, according to the custom of
the Emperor ; and sundry articles for the use of the toilet,
according to the lists numbered I., IT., II1. '

& My field-beds, which I used in all my campaigns.



APPENax. NO. XII. clxvii

3. My field teléscope.

4. My dressing box, one of each of my uniforms,’ a dozen
of shirts, and a complete set of each of my dresses, and gene-
rally of everything used in my toilet.

5. My wash-hand stand.

6. A small clock which is in my chamber at Longwood.

7. My two watches, and the chain of the Empress’s hair.

8. I charge Marchand, my principal valet-de-chambre) to
take care of these articles, and to convey them to my son,
when he shall attain the age of sixteen yeafs.

Ty :

1. My cabinet of medals.

2. My plate, and my Sevres china, which I used at St He-
lena. (List B and C.)

3. I charge Count Montholon to take care of these articlcs,
and to convey them to my son, when he shall attain the age
of sixteen years. g

5 V.

1. My three saddles and bridles, my spurs, which I used at
st Helena.

2. My fowling-pieces, to the number of five.

3. I charge my huntsman, Novarre, to take care of these
articles, and to convey them to my son, when he shall attain
the age of sixteen years.

VI.

1. Four hundred volumes, selected from those in my li-
brary, which I have been accustomed to use the most.

2. I charge St Denis to take care of them, and to convey
them to my son, when he shall attain the age of sixteen years.

List (A.)

1. None of the articles which have been used by me shall
be sold : the residue shall be divided amongst the executors
of my will and my brothers. :

2. Marchand shall preserve my hair, and cause a bracelst
to be made of it, with a gold clasp, to be sent to the Empress

1
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Marie Louise, to my mother, and to each of my brothers,
sisters, nephews, nieces, the cardinal, and one of larger size
for my son.

3. Marchand will send one pair of my gold shoe-buckles to
Prince Joseph.

4. A small pair of gold knee-buckles to Prince Lucien.

5. A gold collar-clasp to Prince Jerome:.

kg

List (A).
Twventory of my Bffects, which Marchand will take care of;
and cogey to my Son.

1. My silver dressing-box, that which is on my table, fur-
nished with all its utensils, razors, &c.

2. My alarm-clock: it is the alarm-clock of Frederick II.
which T took at Potsdam (in box No. III)

3. My two watches with the chain of the Empress’s hair,
and a chain of my own hair for the other watch : Marchémd
will get it made at Paris.

My two seals (one French,) contained in box No. III.

5. The small gold clock which is now in my bed-chamber.

6. My wash-stand, its water-jug and foot-bath, &c.

7. My night-table, that which I used in France, and my
silver-gilt bidet.

8. My two iron bedsteads, my mattresses, and my cover=
Iets, if they can be preserved.

9. My three silver decanters, which held my eau de vie,
which my chasseurs carried in the field. "

10. My French telescope.

11. My spurs, two pair.

12. Three mahogany boxes, No. I., I, IIL., containing

my snuff-boxes, and other articles.

18. A silver-gilt perfuming pan.

¢
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Lisr (B)-
Tnventory of the,Bfects which I left in possession of Mormeu/-
the Count de Turenne.

1 Sabre of Sobieski. It is by mistake inserted in List A.
It is the sabre which the Emperor
wore at Aboukir, which is in the

® . hands of the Count Bertrand.

1 Grand collar of the Legion of Honour.

1 Sword, of silver gilt.

1 Consular sword. ®

1 Sword, of steel.

1 Velvet belt.

1 Collar of the Golden Fleece.

1 Small travelling box of steel.

1 Do. of silver

1 Handle of an antique sabre.

1 Hat of Henry IV. and a cap. The lace of the Empexor.

1 Small cabinet of medals.

2 Turkey carpets.

2 Mantles, of crimson velvet, embroidered, with vests and

small-clothes.
- I give to my Son the sabre of Sobieski.

Do. the collar of the Legion of Honour.

Do. the sword, silver gilt.

Do. the consular sword.

Do. the steel sword.

Do. the collar of the Golden Fleece.

Do. the hat of Henry IV. and the cap.

Do. the golden dressing-box, for the teeth,

which is in the hands of the dentist.
To the Empress Marie Louise, my lace.
To Madame, the silver night-lamp.
To the Cardinal, the small steel travelling-box.
To Prince Eugene, the wax-candlestick, silver mlt
To the Princess Pauline, the small travelling=box.
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1. Outof these two millions, I bequeath to Count Bertrand
300,000 frencs, of which he will deposit 100,000 in the trea-
surer’s chest, to be disposed of according to my dispositions
in payment of legacies of conscience.

2. To Count Montholon, 200,000 francs, of which he will
deposit 100,000 in the chest, for the same purpose as above
mentioned. 4 :

3. @o Count Las Cases, 200,000, of which he will deposit
100,000 in the chest, for the same purpose as above mention-
ed. -
4. To Marchand, 100,000, of which he will deposit 50,000
in the chest, for the same purpose as aboye mentioned.

5. To Count Lavalette, 100,000.

6. To General Hogendorf, of Holland, my aid-de-camp,
who has retired to the Brazils, 100,000.

7. To my aide-de-camp, Corbineau, 50,000-

8. Tomy aide-de-camp, General Caffurelli, fifty thousand
francs.

9. To my aide-de-camp, Dejean, 50,000.

10. To Percy, surgeon-in-chief at Waterloo, 50,000.

11. 50,000, that is to say, 10,000 to Pieron, my maiire
d’hotel ; 10,000 to St Denis, my head chasseur ; 10,000 to
Novarre ; 10,000 to Cursor, my clerk of the kitchen ; 10,000
to Archambaud, my overseer.

12. To Baron Mainévalle, 50,000.

13. To the Duke d’Istria, son of Bessiéres, fifty thousand
to francs. : -

14. To the daughter of Duroe, fifty thousand franes.

15. To the children of Labedoycre, 50,000.

16. To the children of Mouton Duyernet, 50,000.

17. To the children of the brave and virtuous General T'ras
vost, 50,000.

18. To the children of Chartrand, 50,000.

{3}
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payment of the legacy. It is my wish, should there be na
inconyenience in it, that the duke may marry Duroc’s daugh-
ter.

4. I hequeath to the Duchess of Frioul, the daughter of
Duroe, two hundred thousand francs : should she be dead at
the payment ‘of this Iqgucy, none of it shall be given to the
motl}er.

5. I bequeath to General Rigaud (to him who was pro-
seribed), one hundred thousand francs.

6. I bequeath to Boisnod, the intendant commissary, one
hundred thousand francs. ©

7. T bequeath to the children of General Letort, who was
killed in the campaign of 1815, ome hundred thousand
francs.

8. These eight hundred thousand francs of legacies shall
be considered as it inserted at the end of Article 36 of my tes
tament, which will make the legacies which I have disposed
of, by my will, amount to the sum of six million four hug~
dred thousand francs, without comprising the donations which
I have made by my second codicil.

This is written with my own hand, signed, and sealed with
my arms.

(z's5) NAPOLEON.

[ On the outside, nearly at the centre, is written :]]

This is my third codicil to my will, entirely written with
my own hand, signe(_l, and sealed with my arms.

[The words are intermixéd with the signatures of Ber-
trand, Montholon, Marchand, Vignali, with their re-
spective seals, and a piece of green silk runs through
the centre. On the upper left corner are the following
directions :7] :

_To be opened the same day, and immediately after the
opening of my will. ¢ .
. NAPOLEON.
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[With some fragments of the signatures of the above-
named witnesses.”|

2

This 24¢h Aprit, 1821, Longtwood.

This is a fourth Codicil to my Testament.

By the dispositions which we have heretofore made, we
have not fulfilled all our obligations 5 which has decided ussto
make this fourth codicil.

1. We bequeath to the son or grandson of Baron Dutheil,
lieutenant-general of artillery, and fgrmerly lord of St André,
who commanded the school of Auxonne before the Revolue
tion, the sum of one hundred thousand francs, as a memento
of gratitude for the care which that hrave general took of us
when we were lieutenant and captain under his orders.

2. Item. To the son or grandson of General Dugomier,
who commanded in chief the army of Toulon, the sum of
one hundred thousand francs. We under his orders directed
thatssiege, and commanded the artillery : it is a testimonial
of remembrance for the marks of esteem, of affection, and of
friendship, which that brave and intrepid general gave us.

# 3. Item. We bequeath one hundred thousand francs to
the son or grandson of the deputy of the Convention Gaspar-
in, representative of the people at the army of Toulon, for ha-
ving protected and sanctioned with his authority, the plan

, which we had given, which procured the capture of that city,
and which was contrary to that sent by the Committee of
Public Safety. Gasparin placed us, by his protection, under
shelter from the persecution and ignorance of the general
officers who commanded the army before the arrival of my
friend Dugomier.

4. Item. We bequeath one hundred thousand francs to
the widow, son, or grandson, of our aide-de-camp, Muivon,
killed at our side at Arcola, covering us with his body.

5. Ttem. Ten thousand francs to the subaltern officer Can-
tillon, who has undergone a trial, upon the charge of having
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Archambaund, 1
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