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NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE, 5

rule was always devised applicable to circumstances 5

and' before that, the theory of the constitution was
uniformly made to' give way.

The constitution of the year Three was not more
permanent than those by which it had been preceded
* For some time, the Directory, whish contiined men
of considerable talent, conducted themselves with
great prudence. The difficulty and .danger of their
situation served to prevent their separating, as the
weight put above an arch keeps the stones in their
places. Their exertions in the attempt to redeem the
finances, sup}%ort the war, and re-establish the tran-
quillity of the country, were attended at first with
success. The national factions also sunk before
them for a season. They had defeated the aristocra-
tic citizens of Paris on the 18th Vendemaire; and
when the original revolutionists, or demoerats, at-
tempted a conspiracy, under the conduct of Gracchus
Babeeuf, their endeavour to sedtice the troops totally
failed, and their lives paid the forfeit of their rash
attempt to bring back the reign of Terror. Thus,
the Directory, or Executive power, under the consti-
tution of the year Three; were for a Season triumphant
over the internal factiens, and, belonging to neither,
were in a situationsto command both.

But they had few who were really, and on prin-
ciple, attached to their government, and most endured ‘
it only as something better than a new revolutionary
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movement, and otherwise in no respect eligible. To
have rendered their authority permanent, the Di-*
rectory must have had great unanimity in their own
body, and also brilliant success abroad, and they en-
joyed neither one nor the other. The very concoction
of their bbdy included the principles of disunion. -
They were a sort of five kings, retiring from office by
rotation, inhabiting each his separate class of apart-
ments in the Luxembourg palace, having each his
different establishments, classes of clients, circles of
courtiers, flatterers, and instruments. The republi-
can simplicity, of late so essential to a patriot, was
Inid aside entirely. New costumes of the most splen-
did kind were devised for the different office-bearers
of the state. This change took its rise from the weak-
fess and vanity of Barras, who loved show, and used
to go a-hunting with all the formal attendance of 2
prince. But it was an indulgence of luxury, which
gave scandal to both the great parties in the state ;—
the Republicans, who held it altogether in contempt ;
and the Royalists, who censidered it as an usurpation
of the royal dress and appendages. -

The finances became continually more and more
a subject of uneasiness. In the days of Terror mo-
ney was easily raised, because it was demanded under
pain of death, and assignats were raised to par by
guillotining those who sold or bought them at less
than their full value; but the powerful argument
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of violence and compulsion being removed, the pa-
sper money fell to a ruinous discouns, till its depression
threatened, unless remedied, altogether to stop the
course of public business. It perhaps arose from the
difficulty of raising supplies, that the Directory assu-
* med towards other countries a greedy, grasping, and
| rapacious character, which threw disgrace at once
upon the individuals who indulged it, and the state
whom they represented. They loaded with exactions
the trade of the Batavian republic, whose freedom
they had pretended to recognize, and treated with
_most haughty superiority the ambassadors of inde-
-pendent states. Some of these high officers, and Bar-
ras in particular, were supposed accessible to gross
corruption, and believed to hold eommunication with
those agents and stock=brokers, who raised money by
Jobbing in the public fands—a more deservedly un-
‘popular accusation than which can hardly be brought
against a minister. It was indeed a great error in the
constitution, that though one hundred thousand Ii-
vres were yearly allowed to each Director while in
office, yet he had no subsequent provision after he
had retired from his fractional share of sovereignty.
This penury, on the part of the public, opened a way
to temptation, though of a kind to which mean minds
only are obnoxious; and such men as Barras were
tempted to make provision for futurity, by availing
themselves of present opportunity- :

\
o
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Their five majesties (Sires) of the Luxembourg,
as people called them in ridicule, had also their own
individual partialities and favourite objects, which
led them in turn to teaze the French people with un-
necessrary legislation. La Reveillere-Lepaux was that
inconsistent yet mot uncommon charaeter, an intolerant
philosopher and an enthusiastic deist. He established
a priesthood, and hymns and ceremonies for deisn's
and, taking up the hopeful project of substituting a
deistical worship for the Christian faith, just where
Robespierre had laid it down, he harassed the nation
with laws to oblige them to observe the decades of
their new calendar as holidays, and to work at their
ordinary trades on the Christian Sabbath. At La
Reveillere’s theory freethinkers laughed, and reli-
gious men shuddered; butall were equally annoyed by
the legislative measures adopted on a subject so ridi~
culous as this new ritual of heathenism. Another
cause of vexation was the philosophical arrangement:
of weights and measures upon a new principle, which
had in the meantime the inconvenience of introducing
doubt and uncertainty into all the arrangements of
internal commerce, and deranging entirely such as
France continued to hold with countries who were
only acquainted with the ordinary standard.

It might have been thought that the distinguish-
ed success of the French arms'under the auspices of
the Directory' would have dazzled the eyes of the
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may be remembered, a member of the Committee of
Public Safety under Robespierre) was a determinéd
Republican, and Barthelemy a Royalist;—so strange-
ly do revolutionary changes, like the eddies and cur-
rents’ of a swoln river, bring together ‘and sweep
down side by side in the same direction, objects the

most different and opposed. Barthelemy of course -

disserited from the majority of the Directors, because
secretly and warmly he desired the restoration of the
Bourhons, an event which must have been fraught
with danger to his colleagues, all of whom had voted
for the death of Louis XVI. Carnot also differ-
ed from the majority, certainly with no such wish
or view ; but, his temper being as overbearing as his
genius was extensive, he was impatient of opposition,
especially in such cases where he knew he was act-
ing wisely. He advised strongly, for example, the
ratification of the articles of Leoben, instead of pla-
cing all which France had acquired, and all which
she might lose, on the last fatal cast with an enemy,
strong in his very despair, and who might raise large
armies, while that of Buonaparte could neither be
reinforced nor supported in case of a reverse. Bar-
ras’s anger on the occasion was so great, that he told
Camot at the council-board, it was to him they owed
that infamous treaty of Leoben. y

While the Directory were thus disunited among
themselves, the nation showed their dissatisfaction
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openly, and particularly in the two bodies of repre-
sentatives. 'The majority indeed of the Council of
Elders adhered to the Directory, many of that body
belonging to the old republican partizans. But in the
more popularly composed Council of Five Hundred,
the opposition.to the government ppssessed a great:
majority, all of whom were decidedly against the Di-
rectory, and most of them impressed with thé wish
of restoring, upon terms previously t0 be adjusted,

the ancient race of legitimate monarchs. This body
of persons so thinking, was much increased by the
number of emigrants, who obtained, on various
grounds, permission to return to their native country
after the fall of Robespierre. The forms of civil life
began now to be universally renewed ; and, as had
been the case in France at all times, excepting during
the bloody reign of Terror, women of rank, beauty,
talent, and accomplishments, began again to resume
their places in society, and their saloons or bou-
doirs were often the scene of deep political discourse,
of a sort which in Britain is generally confined to the
cabinet, library, or dining-parlour. The wishes of
many, or most of these coteries, were in favour of
royalty ; the same feglings were entertained by the
‘many thousands yho saw no possible chance of sef-

tling the nation on any other model; and thereis little
.doubt, that had France been permitted at that mo-
ment an uninfluenced choice, the Bour

mily,
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would have been recalled to the throne by the great
majority of the French people.

But for reasons mentioned elsewhere, the military
were the decided opponents’ of the Bourbons, and
the purchasers of national domains, through every
successive sale which might have taken place, weré
deeply interested against their restoration. Numbers
might be on the side of the Royalists; but physical
force, and the 1nﬂuence of wealth and of the monied
interest, were decidedly against thems,

Pichegru might now be regarded as chief of the
Royal party.. He was an able and successful gene-
ral, to whom France owed the conquest of Holland.
Like La Fayette and Dumouriez, he had been dis-
gusted with the conduct of the Revolution; and
like the last of the two generals named, had opened
a communication with the Bourbons. Ie was ac-
cused of having suffered his army to be betrayed in

. a defeat by Clairfait, and the government, in' 1796,
removed him from the command of the army of the
Sambre and Meuse, offering him in exchange the
situation of ambassador to Sweden. He declined
this species of honourable exile, and, retiring’ to"
Franche Compté, continued his correspondence with
the Imperial generals. The Royalists expected much

-from the countenance of a military man of a name so
imposing ; but we have seen more than once in the
scourse of these Memoirs, that a general without ah

4 13°
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fluctuated betwixt the example of Cromwell and of ,
Washington—to be the actual liberator, or the abso-
lute governor of his country.

His particular information respecting Pichegru’s
secret negotiations, was derived from an incident at
the capture of Venice. E

When the degenerate Venetians, more under the _
impufse of vague terror than from any distinct plan,
adopted in haste and tumult the measure of totally
surrendering their constitution and rights, to be new-
modelled by the French general after his pleasure,
they were guilty of a gross and aggravated breach
of hospitality, in seizing the person and papers of
the Compte d’Entraigues,* agent, or envoy, of the
exiled Bourbons, who was then residing under their
protection, The envoy himself, as Buonaparte al-
leges, was not peculiarly faithful to his trust: but,
besides his information, his portfolio contained many

® This gentleman was one of the second emigration, who left
France during Robespierre’s ascendancy. He was employed asa
political agent by the Court of Russia, after the affair of Veenice,
which proves that he was not at least convicted of treachery to the
Bourbon princes. In July 1812, he was assassinated at his villa at
Hackney, near: London, by an Ttalian domestic, who, haying mur-
dered both the Count and Countess, shot himself through the head,
leaying no clew to discover the motive of his villainy. It was remark-
ed that the villain used Count d’Entraigues’ own pistols and dagger,
which, apprehensive of danger as a political intriguer, he had always
ready prepared in his apartment.
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idea of reforming abuses in a state, and changing,
by the application of military force, an unpopular
dynasty, or an obnoxious ministry.
_ It was not by distant menaces alone that Buona.
parte served the Directory at this importantncrisis.
* He dispatched Augereau to Paris, ‘ostensibly for the
purpose of presenting the standards taken at Man-
tua, but in reality to command the armed force which
the majority of the Directory had determined to em-
ploy against their dissentient colleagues, and the
opponents of their measures in the national councils.
Augereau was a blunt, bold, stupid soldier, a devo-
ted Jacobin, whose principles were sufficiently well
‘known to warrant his standing upon no constitutional
delicacies. Butin case the Directory failed, Buona-
parte kept himself in readiness to march instantly:to
Lyons at the head of fifteen thousand men. There
rallying the Republicans, and all who were attached
to the Revolution, he would, according to his own
well-chosen expression, like Czesar, have crossed the
Rubicon at the head of the popular party—and end-
ed, doubtless, like Ceesar, by himself usurping the
supreme command, which he pretended to assert in
behalf of the people. » . & :
But Buonaparte's I}resencé‘ﬁas not so essentiaily
necessary to the support of the Directory as hie might
have expected, or as he perhaps hoped. They had
military aid nearer at hand. ~ Disregarding a funda-
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mental law of the Constitution, which declared that
armed troops should not be brought within a certain
distance of the Legislative Bodies, they moved to-
wards Paris a part of Geeneral Hoche’s army. The
majority of the Councils becoming alarmed, prepared
means of defence by summoning the National Guards
to arms, But Augereau allowed them no time. He
marched to their place of meeting, at the head of a
considerable armed force. The guards stationed for
their protection, surprised or faithless, offered no
resistance ; and, proceeding as men possessed of
the superior strength, the: Directory treated their
political opponents as state prisoners, arrested Bar-
thelemy, (Carnot having fled to Geneva,) and made
prisoners, in the Hall of the Assembly and else-
where, Willot, President of the Council of An=-
cients, Pichegru, President of that of the Five
Hundred, and above one hundred and fifty deputies,
journalists, and other public characters. Asan ex-
cuse for these arbitrary and illegal proceedings,
the Directory made public the intercepted corres-
pondence of Pichegru ; although few of the others
involved in the same accusation were in the secret of
the Royalist conspiracy, Indeed, though all who
desired an absolute repf)se from the revolutionary al-
tercations which tore the country to pieces, began to
look that way, he must have been a violent partizan
of royalty indeed, that could have approved of the

«
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conduct of a general, who, like Pichegru, command-
ing an army, had made it his business to sacrifice
his troops to the sword of the enemy, by disappoint=
ing and deranging those plans which it was his duty
to have carried into effect.

° Few would at first believe Pichegru’s breach of
faith ; but it was suddenly confirmed by a preslama-
tion of Moreau, who, in the course of the war, had
intercepted a baggage waggon belonging to the Aus-
trian general Klinglin, and became possessed of the
whole secret correspondence, which, nevertheless, he
had never mentioned, until it came out by the seizure
of the Compte d’Entraigues’ portfolio. Then, in-
deed, fearing perhaps the consequences of having
been so long silent, Moreau published what he knew.
Regnier had observed the same suspicious silence;
which seems to infer, that if these generals did not
precisely favour the royal cause, they were not dis-
posed to be active in detecting the conspiracies form-
ed in its behalf.

The Directory made a tyrannical use of the power
which they obtained by their victory of the 18th
Fructidor, as this epoch was called. They spilt,
indeed, no blood, but otBerwise their measures against
the defeated party were of the most illegal and op-
pressive character. A law, passed in the heat of
animosity, condemned two directors, fifty deputies,

. md an hundred and forty-eight individuals of diffe-
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rent classes (most of whom were persons of some
character and influence), to be transported to the
scorching and unhealthy deserts of Guiana; which, to
many, was a sentence of lingering but certain death.

They were barbarously treated, both on the passage
to that dreadful place, and after they arrived there.
1t was-a singular part of their fate, that they found
several of the fiercest of their ancient enemies, the
Jacobins, still cursing God: and defying man, in the
same land of wretchedness and exile.

Besides these severities, various elections were ar-
bitrarily dissolved, and other strong measures of pub-
lic safety, as they were called, adopted, to render the
power of the Directory more indisputable. During
this whole revolution, the lower portion of the po-
pulation, which used to be so much agitated upon
like occasions, remained perfectly quiet ; the struggle
lay exclusively between the middle claSses, who in-
¢lined to a government on the basis of royalty, and
the Directory, who, without having any very tangi-
ble class of political principles, had become possessed
of the supreme power, desired to retain it, and made
their point good by the assistance of the military.

Buonaparte was much dis#ppointed at the result of
the 18th Fructidor, chiefly because, if less decisive,
it would have added more ‘to his consequence, and
have given him an opportunity of crossing, as he
termed it. the Rubicon.. As it was, the majority of
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_zhe Directors,—three men of no particular talent,
‘undistinguished alike by birth, by services to their
country, or even by accidental popularity, and cast,
asit were by chance, upon supreme power,—remained
5 by the issue of the struggle still the masters of the
bold and ambitious conqueror, whd' probably already
felt his own yocation to be for command rather than
obedience. .
* Napoleon appears by his Memoirs to have regretted
the violence with which the victorious Directors pro=
secuted their personal revenge, which involved many
for whom he had respect. He declares his own idea
of punishment would have gone no farther than im-
prisoning some of the most dangerous conspirators,
and placing others under the watchful superinten-
dence of the police. He must have taken some pain-
ful interest in the fate of Carnot in particular, whom
he seems to have regarded as one of his most effective
patrons.®  Indeed, it ig said that he was so much
displeased with the Directory even prior to the 18th
* Fructidor, that he refused to remit a sum of money
- with which he had promised to aid them for the pur-

pose of forwarding that event. Barras’ secretary was
o

% n Carnot’s Memdirs, the merit of discovering Buonaparte’s ta-
lents and taking care of his promotion, i8 attributed to Carnot, rather
than to Barras. Howeyer this may be, it is certain that N?.poleon
acknowledged great obligations to Carnot, and prptested to }um per-
petual gratitude.—See Moniteur, T'an 3, No. 140.
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sent to task him with this contumacy ; which he did
so unceremoniously, that the general, unused to con-
tradiction, was about to order this agent to be shot ;
but, on consideration, put him off with some insig-
nificant reply. :

Tt followed, from the doubtful terms on which °
Buonaparte stood with the Directory, that they must
have viewed his.return to Paris with some apprehen-
sion, when they considered the impression likely to be
made on any capital, but especially on that of Paris,
by the appearance there of one who seemed to be the
chosen favouriteof Fortune, and to.deserve herfavours
by the use which he made of them. The mediocrity
of such men as Barras never gives them so much em-
barrassment, as when, being raised to an elevation
above their desert, they find themselves placed in com-

 parison with one to whom nature has given the talents
which their situation requires in themselves. The
higher their condition, their demeanour is the more
awkward ; for the factitious advantages which they
possess cannot raise them to the natural dignity of
character, unless in the sense in which a dwarf, by the
assistance of crutches, may be said to be as tall as a
giant. The Directory had already found Buonaparte,
on several pccasions, a spirit of thesort which would
not be commanded.. Undoubtedly they would have
been well pleased had it been possible to have found
him employment at a distance ; but as that seemed

8
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difficult, they were obliged to look round for the
nieans of employing him at home, or abide the tre-
mendous risk of his finding occupation for himself,

It is surprising that it did not occur to the Direc-
tory to make at least the attempt of conciliating Buo-
‘haparte, by providing for his future forture largely
and liberally, at the expense of the public. He de-
served that attention to his private affairs, for he had
himself entirely neglected them. While he drew from
the dominions which he conquered or overawed in
Ttaly, immense sums in behalf of the French nation,
which he applied in part to the support of the army,
and in part remitted to the Directory, he kept no
accounts, nor were any demanded of him ; but accord- =
ing to his own account, he transmitted fifty millions
of francs to Paris, and had not remaining of his own
funds, when he returned from Italy, more than three
hundred thousand.

It is no doubt true, that, to raise these sums, Buo-
naparte had pillaged the old states, thus selling to
the newly-formed commonwealths their liberty and
equality at a very handsome rate, and probably
leaving them in very little danger of corruption
from that wealth whicleis said to be the bane of re-
publican virtue. But on the other hand, it must be
acknowledged, that if the French general plundered
the Ttalians as Cortez did the Mexicans, he did not
reserve any considerable shave of the spoil for his
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own use, though the opportunity was otten in hla

power. ;

The commlssary Salicetti, his countryman, re-
commended a less scrupulous line of conduct. Soon
after the first successes in Ttaly, he acquainted Na-
poleon that the ‘Chevalier d’Este, the Duke of Mo-
dena’s brother and envoy, had four millions of francs,
in gold, contained in four chests, prepared for his ac-
ceptance. ¢ The Directory-and the Legislative Bo-
dies will never,” he said, “ acknowledge your ser-
vices—your: circumstances require the meney, 'and
the Duke will gain a protector.”

< T thank you,” said Buonaparte; * but I will not

* for four millions place myself in the pswer of the
Duke of Modena.”

The Venetians, in the last agony of their terrors,
offered the French general a present of seven mil-

- lions, which was refused in the same manner. Aus-

- tria also had made her proffers; and they were no-
thing less than a principality in the empire, to be
established in Napoleon’s favour, consisting of two
hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants at least, a
provision which would have put him out of dangel; of
suffering by the proverbial irgratitude of a republic.
The general transmitted his thagks to the Emperor
for this proof of the interest which he took in his for-
tune, but added, he could accept of no wealth or pre-
ferment which did not proceed from the French peo-
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ple, and that he should be always satisfied with the
amount of revenue which they mlght be disposed to
afford him. &® -

But, however free from the wish to obtain wealth
by any indirect means, Napoleon appears to have ex-
pected that in return for public services of such un-
usual magnitude, some provision ought to have been
made for him. An attempt was made to procure 2
public grant of the domain of Chambord, and a large
hotel in Paris, as an acknowledgment of the na-
tional gratitude for his brilliant successes; but the
Directory thwarted the proposal.

The proposition respecting Chamhbord was not the
only one of the kind. Malibran, a member of the
Council of Five Hundred, made a motion that Buo-
naparte should be endowed with a revenue, at the
public charge, of fifty thousand livres annually, with
a reversion to his wife of one half of that sum. Tt
may be supposed that this motion had not been suf-
ficiently considered and preconcerted, since it was
very indifferently received, and was evaded by the
swaggering declaration of a member, that such glo-
rious deeds could not be rewarded by gold. So that
the Assembly adopted the reasonable principle, that
because the debt of gratitude was too great to be
paid in money, therefore he to whom it was due was
to be suffered to remain in comparative indigence—an
economical mode of ealculation, and not unlike that

13 "
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high-sounding doctrine of the civil law, which states,
that a free man being seized on, and forcibly sold for
a slave, shall obfain no damagesion that account,
because the liberty of a citizen is too transcendent-
1y valuable to be put to estimation.

Whatever migkt be the motives of the Directory ;
whether they hoped that poverty might depress
Buonaparte’s ambition, render him more dependant
on the government, and oblige him to remain in a
private condition for want of means to put himself
at the head of a party ; or whether they acted with
the indistinct and confused motives of little minds,
who wish to injure those whom they fear, their con-
duct was alike ungracious and impolitic. They ought
to have calculated, that a generous mind would have
been attached by benefits, and that a selfish one might
have been deterred from more doubtful and ambitious
projects, by a prospect of sure and direct advantage ;
but that marked ill-will and distrust must in every
case render him dangerous, who has the power to
be so.

Their plan, instead of resting on an attempt to
conciliate the ambitious conqueror, and soothe him
to the repose of a tranquil indalgence of independ-
ence and ease, seems to have been-that of devising
for him new labours, like the wife of Eurystheus for
the juvenile Hercules. If he succeeded, they may
have privately counted upon securing the advantages

-
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King of Great Britain should lay aside his titular de-
signation of King of France—that the Toulon fleet
should be restored—and that the English should
renounce their right to certain mortgages over the
N etherlands, for money lent to the Emperor. Lord
Malmesbury, of course, rejected a sweeping set of
propos1tlons, which decided every question against,
England even before the negotiation commenced,
and solicited the French to offer some modified form
of treaty. The 18th Fructidor, however, had in the
interim taken place, and the Republican party, being
in possession of complete authority, broke off the
negotiation, if it could be called such, abruptly, and
ordered the English ambassador out of the dominions
of the Republic with very little ceremony. It wasnow
proclaimed generally, that the existence of the Eng-
lish Carthage in the neighbourhood of the French -
Rome was altogether inadmissible ; that England
must be subdued once more, as in the times of Wil-
liam the Conqueror ; and the hopes of a complete
and final victory over their natural rival and enemy,
as the two nations are but overapt to esteem each
other, presented so flattering a prospect, that there
was scarce a party in France, not even amongst the
Royalists, which did not enter on what was expected
to prove the decisive contest, “with the revival of all
‘those feelings of bitter animosity that had distin-
guished past ages.

Towards the end of October 197, the Directory
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announced that there should be instantly assembled
on the shores of the ocean an army,to be called the
Army of England, and that the Citizen-General
Buonaparte was named to the command. The intel-
ligence was received in every part of France with all
tﬁe triumph which attends the anticipation of certain
»victory. The address of the Directory numbered all
the conquests which France had won, and the efforts
she had made, and prepared the French nation to
expect the fruit of so many victories and sacrifices
when they had punished England for her perfidy and
maritime tyranny. “ It is at London where the mis-
fortunes of all Europe are forged and manufactured
—1Itis in London that they must be terminated.” In
a solemn meeting held by the Directory, for the pur-
pose of receiving the treaty of peace with Austria,
which was presented to them by Berthier and Mongé
on the part of Buonaparte, the latter, who had been
one of the commissioners for pillaging Italy of her
pictures and statues, and who looked, doubtless, to
a new harvest of rarities in England, accepted, on
the part of the army and general, the task imposed
by the French rulers. ¢ The government of England
and the French Republi¢ cannot both continue to
exist—you have given the word which shall fall—
already our victorious troops brandish their arms,

and Scipio is at their head.”
. While this farce, for such it proved, was acting in
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Paris, the Chief of the intended enterprise arrived
there, and took up his abode in the same modest
house which he had occupied before becoming the
congueror of palaces. The community of Paris, with
much elegance, paid their successful general the -
compliment of changing the name of the street from
Rue Chantereine to Rue des Victoires. %

In a metropolis where all is welcome that can vary
the tedium of ordinary life, the arrival of any remark-
able person is a species of holiday ; but such an emi-
nent character as Buonaparte—the conqueror—the
sage—the politician—the undaunted braver of every
difficulty—the invincible victor in every battle—who
had carried the banners of the Republic from Genoa
till their approach scared the Pontiff in Rome, and
the Emperor in Vienna, was no everyday wonder.
His youth, too, added to the marvel, and still more
the claim of general superiority over the society in
which he mingled, though consisting of the most dis- -
tinguished persons in France ; a superiority cloak-
ing itself with a species of reserve, which inferred,
“ ¥ ou may look upon me, but you cannot penetrate
or see through me.” Napoleon’s general manner in
society, during this part of his life, has been descri-
bed by an observer of first-rate power’; according to
whom, he was one for whom the admiration which
could not be refused to him, was always mingled with
a portion of fear. He was different in his manner from



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. - 89

other men, and neither pleased nor angry, kind nor
severe, after the common fashion of humanity. He
appeared to live for the execution &f his own plans,
and to consider others only in so far as they were
connected with, and could advance or oppose them.
He estimated his fellow-mortals no otherwise than as
, they could be useful to his views; and, with a preci-
sion of intelligence which seemed intuitive fromits ra-
pidity, he penetrated the sentiments of those whom it
was worth his while to study. Buonaparte did not then
possess the ordinary tone of light conversation in so-
ciety ; probably his mind was too much burthened or
too proud to stoop to adopt that mode of pleasing, and
there was a stiffness and reserve of manner, which was
perhaps adopted for the purpose of keeping people at
a distance. His look had the same character. When
he thought himself closely observed, he had the power
of discharging from his countenance all expression,
save that of a vague and indefinite smile, and pre-
senting to the curious investigator the fixed eyes and
rigid features of a bust of marble.

When he talked with the purpose of pleasing,
Buonaparte often told anecdotes of his life in a very
pleasing manner ; when, silent, he had something dis-
dainful in the exBression of his face; when dis-
posed to be quite at ease, he was, in Madame de
Stael's opinion, rather vulgar. His natural tone of
feeling seemed to be a sense of internal superiority,
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and of secret contempt for the world in whieh he
lived, the men with whom he acted, and even the
very objects which he pursued. His character and
manners were upon the whole strongly calculated to
attract the attention of the French nation, and to ex-
cite a perpetual interest even from the very mystery
which attached to him, as well as from the splendour -
of his triumphs. The supreme power was residing
in the Luxembourg ostensibly ; but Paris was aware,
that the means which had raised, and which must
support and extend that power, were to be found in
the humble mansion of the newly-christened Rue des
Victoires. i

Some of these features are perhaps harshly design-
ed, as being drawn reccentibus odiis. The disa=
greement between Buonaparte and Madame de Stael,
from whom we have chiefly described them, is well
known. It originated about this time, when, as a
first-rate woman of talent, she was naturally desirous
to attract the notice of the Victor of Victors. They ap-
pear to have misunderstood each other ; for the lady,
who ought certainly to know best, has informed us,
¢ that far from feeling her fear of Buonaparte remo-
ved by repeated meetings, it:seemed to increase, and
‘his best exertions to please could not overcome her in-
vincible aversion for what she found in his charac-
ter.” His ironical contempt of excellence of every
kind, operated like the sword in romance, which
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froze while it wounded. Buonaparte seems never to
have suspected the secret and mysterious terror with
which he impressed the ingenious author of Corinne ;
on the contrary, Las Casas tells us that she combined
all her efforts, and all her means, to make an impres-
gion on the general. She wrote to him when, distant,
, and, as the Count ungallantly expresses it, tormented
him when present. In truth, to use an established
French phrase, they stood in a false position with
respect. to each other. Madame de Stael might be
pardoned for thinking that it would be difficult to
resist her wit and her talent, when exerted with the
purpose of pleasing ; but Buonaparte was disposed
to repel, rather than encourage the advances of one
whose views were so shrewd, and her observation so
keen, while her sex permitted her to push her inqui-
ries fartHer than one man might have dared to do in
conversing with another. She certainly did desire ta
look into him ¢ with considerate eyes,” and on one’
occasion put his abilities to the proof, by asking him
rather abruptly, in the middle of a brilliant party at
Talleyrand’s, ¢ Whom he esteemed the greatest wo-
man in the world, alive or dead ?”—¢ Her, madam,
that has borne the moss children,” answered Buona~
parte, with much appearance of simplicity. Discon-
certed by the reply, she observed, that he was report-
ed not to be a great admirer of the fair sex. Tam
very fond of my wife, madam,” he rephed, with one of
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those brief and yet piquant observations, which ad-

journed a debate as promptly as one of his characteris-

tic manceuvres would have ended 2 battle. From

this period there was enmity between Buonaparte and

Madame de Stael; and at different times he treated

her with a harshness which had some appearance 6f

actual personal dislike, though perhaps rather direct- -
ed against the female politician than the woman of
literature. After his fall, Madame de Stael relented
in her resentment to him ; and we remember her, du-
ring the campaign of 1814, presaging in society how
the walls of Troyes were to see a second invasion and
defeat of the Huns, such as had taken place in the
days of Attila, while the French Emperor was to
enact the second Theodorick.

In the meantime, while popular feeling and dis-
tinguished genius were thus seeking to pay court
to the youthful conqueror, the Directory found
themselves obliged to render to him that semblance
of homage which could not have been withheld
without giving much offence to general opinion, and
injuring those who omitted to pay it, much more
than him who was entitled by the unanimous voice
%0 receive it. On the 10tk of December, the Di-
tectory received Buonaparte in public, with honours
which the Republican government had not yet con-
{erred on- any subject, and which must have seem-
ed incongruous to thoge who had any recollection
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of the liberty and equality, once 5o emphatieally
pronounced to be the talisman of French prosperity.
The ceremony took place in the great court of the
Luxembourg palace, where the Directory, surround-
ed by all that was officially important or distinguish-
ed by talent, received from Buonaparte’s Rand the

' confirmed treaty of Campo Formio. The delivery
of this document was accompanied by a speech from
Buonaparte, in which he told the Directory, that,
in order to establish a constitution founded on rea-
som, it was necessary that eighteen centuries of pre-
Jjudices should be conquered—¢ The constitution of
the year THREE, and you, have triumphed over all
these obstacles.” The triumph lasted exactly until
the year E1¢HT, when the orator himself overthrew
the constitution, destroyed the power of the rulers
who had overcome the prejudices of eighteen centu-
ries, and reigned in their stead.

The French, who had banished religion from
their thoughts, and from their system of domestic
policy, yet usually preserved some perverted cere-
mony connected with it, on public solemnities. They
had disused the exercises of devotion, and expressly
disowned the existence®f an object of worship; yet
they could not doswithout altars, and hymns, and
vites, upon such occasions as the present. The Gene-
val, conducted by Barras, the President of the Direc-
tory, approached an ercction, termed the Altar of
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the Country, where they went through various ap-
propriate ceremonies, and at length dismissed a nu-~
merous assembly, much edified with what they had
seen. The two Councils, or Representative Bodies,
also gave a splendid banquet in honour of Buona-
parte. And what he appeared to receive with more
particular satisfaction than these marks of distinction,
the Institute admitted him a member of its body in
the room of his friend Carnot (who was actually a
fugitive, and believed at the time to be dead), while
the poet Chenier promulgated his praises, and fore-
told his future triumphs, and his approaching con-
quest of England.

There is nothing less philosophical than to attach
ridicule to the customs of other nations, merely be-
cause they differ from those of our own ; yet it marks
the difference between England and her continental
neighbour, that the two Houses of Parliament never
thought of giving a dinner to Marlborough, nor did
the Royal Society choose his successor in the path
of victory a member by acclamation ; although the
British nation in either case acquitted themselves of
the debt of gratitude which they owed their illustri-
ous generals, in the humbler and more vulgar mode
of conferring on hoth large and princely domains.

Meantime the threat of invasion was maintained
with unabated earnestness. But it made no impres-
sion on the British, or rather it stimulated men of
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all ranks to bury temporary and party dissensions-
about politics, and bend themselves, with the whole
energy of their national chal'acter;to confront and
resist the preparations made against them. Their
determination was animated by recollections of their
dwn traditional gallantry, which had so often in-

» flicted the deepest wounds upon France, and was -
not now likely to give up to anything short of the
most dire necessity. The benefits were then seen
of a free constitution, which permits the venom of
party-spirit to evaporate in open debate. Those who
had differed on the question of peace or war, were
unanimous in that of national defence, and resistance
to the common enemy; and those who appeared in
the vulgar eye engaged in unappeasable contention,
were the most eager to unite themselves. together for
these purposes, as men employed in fencing would
throw down the foils and draw their united swords, if
disturbed by the approach of robbers.

Buonaparte in the meanwhile made a complete
survey of the coast of the British channel, pausing at
each remarkable point, and making those remarks and
calculations which induced him to adopt at an after
period the renewal of the project for a descent upon
England. The resylt of his observations decided his
opinion, that in the present case the undertaking
ought to be abandoned. The immense preparations
and violent threats of invasion were carried into no
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more gerious effect than the landing of about twelve
or fourteen hundred Frenchmen, under a General
Tate, at Flshguard in South Wales. They were
without artl]lery, and behaved rather like men whom
a shipwreck had cast on a hostile shore, than like an
invading enemy; as they gave themselves up as pri-
. soners without even a show of defence to Lord Caw-
dor, who had marched against them at the head of
a body of the Welsh militia, hastily drawn together
on the alarm. The measure was probably only to
be considered as experimental, and as such must
haye been regarded as an entire failure.

The demonstrations of invasion, however, were os-
tensibly continued, and everything seemed arranged
on either side for a desperate collision betwixt the two
most powerful nations in Europe. But the proceedings
of politicians resemble those of the Indian traders
called Banians, who seem engaged in talking aboutor-
dinary and trifling affaivs, while, with their hands'con-
cealed beneath a shawl that is spread between them,
they are secretly debating and adjusting, by signs, bar-
gains of the utmost importance. While all France and
England had their eyes fixed on the fleets and armies
destined against the latter <ountry, the Directory
and their general had no intention’ of using these pre-
parations, except as a blind to cover their real object,
which was the celebrated expedition to Egypt.
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While yet in Italy, Buonaparte had suggested tc
the Directory (13th September 1797) the advantage
which might be derived from seizing upon Malta,
which he represented as an easy prize. The knights,
he said,_were odious to the Maltese inhabitants, and

“were almost starving; to augment which state of dis-

tress, and increase that incapacity of defence, he had
already confiscated their Italian property. He then
proceeded to intimate, that being possessed of Corfu
and Malta, it was natural to take. possession of
Egypt. Twenty-five thousand men, with eight or ten
ships of the line, would be sufficient for the expedi-
tion, which he suggested might depart from the coasts
of Ttaly.

Talleyrand, then minister for foreign affairs, (in
his answer of 23d September,) saw the utmost advan-
tage in the design upon Egypt, which, as a colony,
would attract the commerce of India to Europe, ir
preference to the circuitous route by the Cape of Good
Hope. This correspondence proves that even before
Buonaparte left Ttaly, he had conceived the idea of
the Egyptian expedition, though probably only as one
of the vast and vague schemes of ambition which
success in so many perilous enterprises had tended
to foster. 'There was something of wild grandeur in
the idea, calculated to please an ambitious imagina-
tion.  He was to be placed far beyond the reach of
any command superior to his own, and left at his owr
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discretion to the extending conquests, and perhaps
founding an empire, in a country long considered as
the cradle of knowledge, and celebrated in sacred and
profane history as having been the scene of ancient
events and distant revolutions, which, through the
remoteness of ages, possess a gloomy and mysterious
effect on the fancy. The first specimens of early art
also Were to be found among the gigantic ruins of
Egypt, and its time-defying monuments of antiquity.
This had its effect upon Buonaparte, who affected so

* particularly the species of fame which attaches to the
protector and extender of science, philosophy, and
the fine arts. On this subject he had a ready and will-
ing counsellor at hand. Mongé, the artist and vir-
tuoso, was Buonaparte’s confidant on this occasion,
and there is no doubt encouraged him to an under-
taking which promised a rich harvest to the antiqua-
rian, among the ruins of temples and palaces, hitherto
imperfectly examined.

But although the subject was mentioned betwixt
the Directory and their ministers and Buonaparte,
yet before adopting the course which the project
opened, the general was probably determined to see
the issue of the revolution of the 18th Fructidors;
doubting, not unreasonably, whether the conquerors
in that struggle could so far avail themselves of the
victory which they had obtained over the majority of
the National Representatives, as to consolidate and
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establish on a firm foundation their own authority.
He knew the Directory themselves were popular with
none. The numercus party, whko were now in-
clined to a monarchical government, regarded them
with horror. The army, though supporting them
arather than coalesce with the Royalists, despised and
disliked them ; the violent Republicans remembered
their active share in Robespierre’s downfall, and the
condemnations which followed the detected conspi-
racy of Babceuf, and were in no respect better dispo-
sed to their domination. Thus despised by the army,
dreaded by the Royalists, and detested by the Repub-
licans, the Directorial government appeared to remain
standing, only because the factions to whom it was
unacceptable were afraid of each other’s attaining a
superiority in the struggle, which must attend its
downfall. ;

This crisis of public affairs was a tempting oppor-
tunity for such a character as Buonaparte, whose al-
most incredible successes, unvaried by a single re-
verse which deserved that name, naturally fixed the
eyes of the multitude, and indeed of the nation at
large, upon him, as upon one who seemed destined
to play the most distinguished part in any of those
new changes, which the mutable state of the French
government seemed rapidly preparing.

"The people, naturally partial to a victor, followed

11
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him everywhere with acclamations, and his soldiers,

~ in thefr camp-songs, spoke of pulling the attorneys

out of the seat of government, and installing their

victorious general. Even already, for the first time

since the commencement of the Revolution, the

French, Josing their fecent habits of thinking and

speaking of the nation as a body, began to interest

themselves in Napoleon as an individual ; and that
exclusive esteem of his person had already taken
root in the public mind, which afterwards formed

the foundation of his throne.

Yet, in spite of these promising appearances, Na~
poleon, cautious as well as enterprising, saw that the
time was not arrived when he could, without great
risk, attempt to possess himself of the supreme go-
vernment in France. The soldiers of Ttaly were in-
deed at his devotion, but there was another great and
rival army belonging to the Republic, that of the
Rhine, which had never been under his command,
never had partaken his triumphs, and which natu-
rally looked rather to Moreau than to Buonaparte as
their general and hero.

Madame de Stael describes the soldiers from these
tWo armies, as resembling each other in nothing save
the valour which was common to both. The troops
of the Rhine, returning from hard-fought fields,

which, if followed by victory, had afforded but little
12
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It was not likely, while such an army as that of
the Rhine existed, opposed by rivalry and the jea-

'naparte also knew th&hm popularity, though
g He was dlshked by the

during the affair of the Sections of Paris ; and many of
‘the Republicans exclaimed against him for his sur-
rendering Venice to the Austrians. In aword, he was
too much elbowed and incommoded by others to per-










1ch ever accompamed mvadlng army, was libe-
supplied with books, phﬂosophlcal 1ﬂﬁments,

of knowledge.
Buonaparte did not, however, trust to the supe-
ure the conqueat of Egypt.

'%eﬁfost formldableéc iption. Twenty-five thou-
sand men, chleﬁy vete ected from hls own

sber, D_éassaix, Ber-
Andreossi, Menou,

be rid of Buonaparte, who might become a dangerous

eans of prosecuting the sevi al departments

of this armament. . The Directory were desuous to
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competitor in the present unsettled state of the French
government. Buonaparte, on his side, accepted the
command, because ifopened a scene onf conquest wor-

thy of his ambiﬁbn.warate and uncontrolled com-
mand over so gallant an army seemed to promise him

the conquest and the sovereignty, not ¢f Egypt only,

but of Syria, Turkey, perhaps Constantinople, the
Queen of the East ; and he himself afterwards more
than hinted, that but for contro]lmg circumstances, he
would have bent his whole mind to the establishment

tinies. When a subaltern officer of art" %rj, he
nounshed th hope of being ng of Ji erusalem In

rate object of ambition.
The private motives of

views of sound national policy. On
the object to be gained by so much risk, and at the

same time by an act of aggression upon the Ottoman

Porte, the ancient ally of France, to whom Egypt
belonged, was of veryoubtful utility. Thei
fertility of the alluvial provinces irrig
Nile, no doubt renders their sovereignty a

great consequence t0 the Turkish empire, which, from
s
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the oppressed state of their agriculture everywhere,
and from the rocky and barren character of their Gre.’
cian provmces, are not in ;ﬂm‘m ‘to supply the
capital with grain, did they nofidraw it from that never-
failing land. But France herself, fully supplied from
her own resources, had no occasion to send her Best
general, and bazard her veteran army, for the puz
poge of seizing a distant province, merely to facilitate
her means of feeding her population. To erect that
| large country into a French colony, would have re-
- guired a'drain of population, of expense, and of
ipplies of all sorts, which France, just recovering
from the convulsion of her Revolunon, was by no

fit to encounter. The climates s insalu-
ous to strangers, and must havel - constant
%ﬂ s umtil, in process of tim e colonists

e habituated to its peculiarities. It isfar-
ther to be consxdered, th‘agt'he most perfectand ah-
5 in the undertakin ‘have ended,
province to the epublic, but
nd independent kingdom to her victori-
ous and ambitious general. Buonaparte had paid
but slight attention to the commands of the Direc-
| tory when in Ita.ly Had he realized his proposed
onquests in the east, they would have been sent
ove:_, Mediterranean altogether in vain.
5 the state of war with England subjected
this attempt to add Egypt fo the French dominions,
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In words, & march t to India is easily de-
scribed, and still more easily measured off with com- |
passes upon the map of the world. But in practice;
and with an army opposed as the French would pro-
bably have been at every step, if it had been only from
motives of religious antipathys wi
neral arrived at the skirtsof Bri
thus diminished, he would have An fxont
whole British army, commanded by generals -
tomed to make war upon 2 scale almost as enlarged
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e
Meanwhile, the moment of departure
‘The blockading squadron, commanded by Nelson,
~was blown off the coast by a gale of wind, and so
much damaggi that they were obliged to run down |

o Sg@m. The ﬁrst:;an@os@bvmus ob:& %

was thus removed. v{ﬂhg vario
0a, Civita Vecchla, and Bas
d with that which already lay at,:[‘ou.
4 5 Ex LR o
5 though,,upon slender authority, that
i @g latest moment Buonaparte showed some
mcgnatlon to abandon the command of go doubtful
and almost desperate an expedmon, and wished to
. the advantage of a recent dispute between
and Austria, to remain in BEurope. The
_misunderstanding arose from the conduct of Berna-
dotte, ambassador Republic at Vienna, who
[ ' tional colours before
of which a popular tu-
issador was insulted. In
this incident should 0ccas
wal of the war, the Directory hastily de-
0 suspend Buonaparte’s departure, and
d1spa ch him_to Rastadt, where the congress was
still sitting, with full powers to adjust the difference.
Buonaparte accepted the commission, and wlnledle
affected tg deplore the delay or miscarriage of Lbz‘
greatest enterprise which he had ever meditated,”
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tion between France and Egypt; and on the 19¢h,
the daring general resumed his expedition. On the
coast of Candia, while the savants were gazing on
the rocks where Jupiter, it is said, was nurtured,
and speculating concerning the existence of some
vestiges of the celebrated Labyrinth, Buonaparte
learned that a new enemy, of a different description
from the Knights of Saint John, were in his imme-
diate vicinity. This was the English squadron.
Nelson, to the end as unconquerable on his own
element as Buonaparte had hitherto shown himself
upon shore, was now in full and anxious pursuit of
his renowned contemporary. Reinforced by a squa-
dronfof ten ships of the line, a meeting with Napo-
leon was the utmost wish of his heart, and was echoed
back by the meanest sailor on board his numerous
fleet. The French had been heard of at MM’ but
as the British Admiral was about to proceedj}_nther,
he received news of their departure ; and concluding
that Egypt must be unquestionably the object of
their expedition, he made sail for Egypt. It singu-
larly happened, that although' Nelson anticipated
the arrival of the French at Alexandria, and ac-
cordingly directed his course thither, yet, keeping a
more direct path than Brueyes, when he arrived
there on the 28th June; he heard nothing of the ene-
my, who, in the meanwhile, were proceeding to the
very same port. The English admiral set sail, there-
fore, for Rhodes and Syracuse ; and thus were the two



—

large and hostlle eets traversing the same narrow
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« ther, which at once conceall French fleet ﬁom
their adversaries, and ! 5
togethergigi‘nished s ‘
might otherwise have ts A ion
of a larger space. On t h, according to Denon,

Nelson’s fleet was actually ‘the French stand-
m the westward, alth the haze prevented
the English from observing their enemy, whose squa-
dron held an opposite direction.

Escaped from the risk of ter so perilous,
Buonaparte’s greatest dan 0. be over on

the 29th June, when the Fre t came in sight of
Alexandria, and saw befo city of the Pto-
lomies and of Cleopatra, ‘ ible harbour, its
Pharos, and its ancient and | iﬁguments of
grandeur. Yet ahis critical moment,and while Buo-

nge sail, which
pate, the precur-
” said Napoleon,
, wilt thou aban-

en and for many

1s construed to be an Eng :
" sor of the British fleet.
T agk but six hours—and, Fo
I donme # The fickle godd
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dous an explosion, that for a while it silenced the
five on both sides, and made an awful pause in the
midst of what had been but lately so horrible a
tumult. The cannonade was at first slowly and par-
tially resumed, but ere midnight it raged with all its
original fury. In the morning the only two Frenéh -
ships who had their colours flying, cut their cables
andéput to sea, accompanied by two frigates ; heing
all that vemained undestroyed and uncaptured, of the
gallant navy that so lately escorted Buonaparte and
his fortunes in triumph across the Mediterranean.

Such was the victory of Aboukir, for which he who
achieved 1t felt that word was inadequate. He called
it a conquest. 'The advantages of the day, great as
they were, might have been pushed much farther, if
Nelson had been possesséd of frigates and small craft.
The store-ships and transports in the harbour of
Alexandria would then have been infallibly destroy-
ed:" As it was, the results were of the utmost import-
ance, and the destinies of the French army were
altered in proportion. They had no longer any
means of communicating with the mother-country,
but became the inhabitants of an insulated province,
obliged to rely exclusively on the resources which
they had brought with them, joined to those which
Egypt might afford.

Buonaparte, however surprised by this reverse,
exhibited great equanimity. Three thousand French
seamen, the remainder of nearly six thousand enga-
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imposture ; and Napoleon’s calculating and reflecting
mind was totally devoid of the enthusiasm which
enables 2 man to cheat himself into at least a partial
belief of the deceit which he would impose on others:
'.Fh’e French soldiers, on the other hand, bred in scorn
of religion of every description, would have seen no-
*thing but ridicule in the pretensions of their leader
to a supernatural mission ; and in playing the charac-
ter which Alexander ventured to personate, Buona-
parte would have found in his own army many a
Clitus, who would have considered his pretensions as
being only ludierous. He himself, indeed, expressed
himself satisfied that his authority over his soldiers
was so absolute, that it would have cost but giving
it out in the order of the day to have made them all
become Mahommedans; but, at the same time, he
has acquainted us, that the French troops were at
times so much discontented with their condition in
Egypt, that they formed schemes of seizing on their
standards, and returning to France by force. What
reply, it may be reasonably asked, were they likely to
make to a proposal, which would have deprived them
of their European and French character, and level-
led them with Africans and Asiatics, whose persons
they despised, and whose country they desired to
leave ? It is probable, that reflections on the proba-
ble conscquences.prevented his going farther than
, the vague pretensions which he announced in his -
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ing the storm of a town, that the charge against Buo-
naparte is on this occasion limited. He is accused of
having been guilty of an action of great injustice, as
well as of especial barbarity. Concerning this we
shall endeavour to state, stripped of colouring and
exaggeration, first the charge, and then the reply,
by Napoleon himself.

After the breach had been stormed, a large part
of the garrison, estimated by Buonaparte himself at
twelve hundred men, which Miot raises to betwixt
two and three thousand, and others exaggerate still
more, remained on the defensive, and held out in the
mosques, and a sort of citadel to which they had
retreated, till, at length, despairing of succour, they
surrendered their arms, and were in appearance ad-
mitted to quarter. Of this body, the Egyptians were
carefully separated from the Turks, Maugrabins, and
Arnaouts; and while the first were restored to liberty,
and sent back to their country, these last were placed
under a strong guard Provisions were distributed to
them, and they were permitted to go by detachments
in quest of water. According to all appearance, they
were considered and treated as prisoners of war. This
was on the 7th of March. On the 9th, two days
afterwards, this body of prisoners were marched out
of Jaffa, in the centre of a large square battalion,
commanded by General Bon. Miot assures us that
he himself mounted his horse, accompanied the me-
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opium the sick in the hospitals, who could not mavch
along with the army.

This transaction is said to have taken place under
the following circumstances. The siege of Acre be-
ing raised on the 20th of May 1799, the French ar-
ly retreated to Jaffa, where their military hospitals
shad been established during the siege. Upon the
27th, Buonaparte was under the necessity of conti-
nuing his retreat, and in the meantime such of the
patients as were convalescent were sent forward on
the road to Egypt, under the necessary precautions
for their safety. There remained an indefinite num-
ber, reaching at the greatest computation to be:
twixt twenty and thirty, but stated by Buonaparte
himself to be only seven, whose condition was despe-
rate. Their disease was the plague, and to carry them
onward, seemed to threaten the army with infection :
while to leave them behind, was abandoning them to
the cruelty of the Turks, by whom all stragglers and
prisoners were cruelly murdered, often with protract-
ed torture. It was on this occasion that Buonaparte
submitted to Desgenettes, chief of the medical staff,
the propriety of ending the victims’ misery by a dose
of opium. The physician answered, with the heroism
belonging to his profession, that his art taught him
how to.cure men, not how to kill them. :

"The proposal was agreeable to Buonaparte’s prin-
Jciples, who, advocating the legality of suicide, na-

VOL. IV, i
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turally might believe, that if a man has a right to
relieve himself of intolerable evils by depriving hin-
self of life, a general or a monarch may deal forth
that measure to his soldiers or subjects, which he
would think it advisahle to act upon in his own case.
1t was consistent, also, with his character, rather tb
look at results ~'tllax; at the measures which were to-
profiuce them, and fto consider in many cases the
end as an excuse for the means. ‘I would have
desired such a relief for myself in the same circum-
stances,” he said to Mr Warden. To O’Meara he
affirmed, ¢ that he would have taken such a step even
with respect to his own son.” The fallacy of this
reasoning is demonstrable ; but Buonaparte was sa-
ved frem acting on it by the resistance of Desgenettes.
A rear-guard was left to protect these unhappy men ;
and the English found some of them alive, who, if
Desgenettes had been more compliant, would have
heen poisoned by their physician. If Buonaparte was
guilty of entertaining such a purpose, whethex en-
tertained from indifference to human life, or from
wild and misdirected ideas of humanity, he mef an
appropriate punishment in the general belief which
long subsisted, that the deed had been actually car-
ried into execution, not in the persons of a few expi-
ring wretches only, but upon several hundred men.
Miot says the report was current in the French army,
—Sir Robert Wilson found it credited among thcii:
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as that of their general, consisted in moving on as
fast as possible. ~Again, had such a horrible expe-
dient been had recourse to, it could not have escaped
the knowledge of Sir Sidney Smith, who would not
have failed to give the horrid fact publicity, were it
only to retaliate upon Buonaparte for the scandalotis
iad circulated against the Enga
mentions various complaints

aceusations which h
lish. But though']
which the prisoners made against their general, and
though he states himself to have found seven men alive
in the hospitals at Jaffa, (being apparently the very.
persons whom it had been proposed to dispatch by
opium,) he says 1ot a word of what he would doubt-
Jess have told not unwillingly, had there been ground
for believing it. Neither, among the numerous per-
sons to whom the truth must be known, hasg any one
come forward since Buonaparte’s fall, who could give
the least evidence to authenticate the report other-
wise than as a rumour, that had sprung out of the
unjustifiable proposal which had indeed been made
by Buonaparte to Desgenettes, but never acted upon.
The same patient and impartial investigation, there-

than one fall, he at length became unable to rise, the observation,
that ¢ he had taken up his qunrte!s," was all the moan which it
was thought necessary to malke. Tt is in these cases, as Miot justly
observes, that indifference and selfishness become universal 5 and he
that would be comfortable must manage to rely on his ewn exer-
\ions, and, above 211, to remain in good health. g
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fore, which compels us to record that the massacre of
the Turkish prisoners in cold blood is fully proved,
induces us to declare, that the poisoning of the sick
at Jaffa has been affirmed without sufficient evidence.
. Buonaparte continued his retreat from Syria, an-
noyed by the natives, who harassed his match, and
setaliating the injuries which he received, by plun-
‘dering and burning the villages which lay in the
course of his march. He left Jaffa on the 28th May,
and upon: the 14th June re-entered Cairo, with a re-
putation not so much increased by the victory at
Mount Tabor, as diminished and sullied for the time
by the retreat from Acre. :
Lower Egypt, during the absence of Buonaparte,
had remained undisturbed, unless by partial insur-
rections. In one of these an impostor personated that
mysterious individual, the Imaum Mohadi, of whom
¢he Orientals believe that he is not dead, but is
-destined to return and combat Antichrist, before the
consummation of all things takes place. 'This pre-
tender to supernatural power, as well as others who
placed themselves at the head of insurrections with-
out such high pretensions, was completely defeated ;
and the French showed the greatest severity in pu-
nishing their followers, and the country which had-
furnished them with partizans..
In Upper Egypt there had been more obstinate
,contention. Murad Bey, already mentioned as the
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ablest chief of the Mamelukes, had maintained him-
gelf in that country with a degree of boldness and
sagacity, which gave the French much trouble. His
fine force of cavalry enabled him to advance or re-
treat at pleasure, and his perfect acquaintance with
the couhitry added much to his advantage. /
Dessaix, sent @gainst Murad after the battle of
the Pyramids, hay ?_:a”'lﬁain defeated the Mameluke
chief at Sedinan, where was once more made evi-
dent the superiority of European discipline over the
valour of the irregular cavalry of the East. Still the
destruction of the enterprising Bey was far from com-.
plete. Reinforced by a body of cavalry, Dessaix, in
the month of December 1798, again attackedhim, and,
after a number of encounters, terminating generally
to the advantage of the French, the remaining Mame-
lukes, with their allies the Arabs, were at length com-
pelled to take shelter in the Desert. Egypt seemed en-
tirely at the command of the French ; and Cosseir, a
sea-port on the Red Sea, had been taken possession
of by a flotilla, fitted out to command that gulf.
Thres or four weeks after Buonaparte’s return from
Syria, this flattering state of tranquillity seemed on
the point of being disturbed. Murad Bey, re-enter-
ing Upper Egypt with his Mamelukes and allies,
descended the Nile in' two bodies, one occupying
‘each bank of the river. Ibrahim Bey, formerly his
“partner in the government of Egypt, made a corre:
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the last suddenly made the oracular declaration, *“ G
how it will, this battle will decide the fate of the
world.” '

<c The fate of this army, at least,” replied Murat,
who did not ecomprehend Buonaparte’s secret mean-~
ing.,, But the Turks are without horse, and if ever
infantry were chargedsto the teeth by eavalr), they.
shall be so charged to-morrow by mine.”

Napoleon’s meaning, however, referred not to
Egypt alone, but to Europe s to which he probably.
already meditated an unexpected return, which must

“have been prevented had he not succeeded in obtain-

. ing the most eomplete triumph over the Turks. The
leaving his Egyptian army, a dubious step at best,
would have been altogether indefensible had there
remained an enemy in their front.

Next morning, being the 25th July, Buonaparte
commenced an attack on the advanced posts of the
cnemy, -and succeeded in driving them in upon the
main body, which was commanded by Seid Mustapha
Pacha. In their first attack, the French were emi-
nently successful, and pursued the fugitive Turks
to their entrenchments, doing great execution. But
when the batteries opened upon them from the trench-
es, while they were at the same time exposed to the
fire from the gun-boats in the bay, their impetuosity
was checked, and the Turks sallying out upon them
with their muskets slung at' their backs. made such
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K,'\

Byench for the time undisturbed possession of Bgypt,
the situation of Buonaparte no longer permitted
him those brilliant and immense prospects, in which
his imagination loved to luxuriate. His troops were
consldera.bly weakened, and the miscarriage at Acre
Uwelt on the recollection of the survivots. The
¢ march upon Constantinople was now an impossibility,
that to India an empty dream. To establish a French
colony in Egypt, of which Buonaparte sometimes
talked, and to restore the Indian traffic to the shores
of the Red Sea, thus sapping the sources of British
prosperity in India, was a work for the time of peace,
when the necessary communication was not impeded :
by the naval superiority of England. The French
General had established, indeed, a Chamber of Com-
merce 5 but what commerce could take place from a
closely blockaded harbour ? Indeed, even in a more
propitious season, the establishment of a pacific co-
lony was no task for the ardent and warlike Napo-
leon, who, although his active spirit was prompt in
striking out commercial schemes, was not posseSS-
ed of the patience or steadiness necessary to carry
them to success. It follows, that if he remained in
Bgypt, his residence there must have resembled the
situation of a governor in alarge city, t threatened in-
deed, but as yet in no danger of being besieged, where
the only fame which can be acdquired i that due fo
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prudent and patient vigilance. This would be a post
which 10 young or ambitious soldier would covet, pro-
viding he had the choice of being engaged in more
active service. On the other hand, from events which
we shall endeavour to trace in the next chapter, there
opened a'scene of ambition in France, which permit-
ted an almost boundless extent of hopes and wishes. «
“Thus Napoleon had the choice either of ‘becoming a
candidate for one of the greatest prizes which the
sworld afforded—the supreme: authority in that fine
country—or of remaining the governor «of a defensive
axmy in Bgypt, waiting the arrival of some new n-
vaders—English, Russians, or Turks, to dispute his
conguest with him. Had he chosen this latter line of
conduct, he might have soon found himself the vassal
of Moreau, or some other military adventurer, (per-
haps from his own Italian army,) who, venturing on
_the course from which he had himself withdrawn,
had attained to the government of France, and might ;
soon have been issuing orders from the Luxembourg
or the Tuilleries to General Buonaparte, in the style
of a sovereign to his subject.

There remained to be separated those strong
ties, which were formed betwixt Napoleon and the
army which he had so often led to victory, and
_who unquestionably thought he had cast his lot to
live or die with them. But undoubtedly he might
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plalliate his departure by the consideration, that he
Jeft them victorious over their boastful enemy, and
without the chance of being 'speedi]y summoned to
the field ; and we can see no reason for supposing, as
.has been alleged, that anything like fear had an in-
Huence in inducing Napoleon’s desertion,sas it has
- been termed, of his army. We cannot, indeed, give
him credit for the absolute and pure desire of serving
and saving France, which is claimed by his more de-
voted adherents, as the sole motive of his return to
Europe ; but we have no doubt that some feelings of
this kind— to which, as we are powerful in deceiving -
ourselves, he himself might afford more weight than
they deserved—mingled with his more selfish hopes,
_ and that he took this important step with the desire of
serving his country, as well as of advancing his own
interest. Nor should it be forgotten, that the welfare
even of the Egyptian army, as well as his own ambi-
tious views, required that he should: try his fortune a¢
Paris. If he did not personally exert: himself there,
it seemed highly probable some revolution might take
place, in which one of the consequences might be;
that the victors of Egypt, deserted by their country-
men; should be compelled to lay down their arms.
The circumstances in which Buonaparte's resoli-
tion is said to have originated, as related by himse]f,
were singularly fortuitous. Some intercourse took
. place with the Turkish fleet, in consequence of his
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sending the wounded Turks on board, and Sir Sidney
Smith, by way of taunting the French general with
the successes of the Russians in Italy, sent him a set
of newspapers containing an account of Suwarrow’s
victories, and a deplorable view of the French affairs
on the continent. If we may trust other authorities,
however, to be quoted in their proper place, he al- «
ready knew the state of affairs, both in Italy and
France, by his own secret correspondence with Paris,
' informing him not only of the military reverses which
the armies of the latter country had sustained, but of
the state of parties, and of the public mind,—intelli-
gence of greater utility and accuracy than could have
been communicated by the English newspapers.

Howsoever his information was derived, Buona-
parte lost no time in acting upon it, with all the se-
crecy which a matter of such importance required.
Admiral Gantheaume, who had been with the army
ever since the destruction of the fleet, received the
General’s orders to make ready for sea, with all pos-
sible dispatch, two frigates then lymo in the har-
bour of Alexandria.

Meantime, determined to preserve his credit with
thg Institute, and to bring: evidence of what he
“had done for the cause of science, Buonaparte com-
manded Monge, who' is said to have suggested the
expedition, and the accomplished Denon, who be-
came its historian, with Berthollet, to prepare to .
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accompany him to Alexandria. Of military chiefs,
he'selected the Generals Berthier, Murat, Lannes,
Marmont, Dessa.lx, Andreossy, and Bessieres, the'
best and most attached of his officers. He: left
Cairo as soon as he heard the frigates were ready
and the sea open, making a visit to the Delta the

pretext of his tour. Kleber and Menou, whom he
~ meant to leave first and second in command, Were
appointed to meet him at Alexandria. But he had an
mterview with the latter only.

Kleber, an excellent soldier, and a man of consi-
derable parts, was much displeased at the hasty and
disordered manner in which the command of an im-
portant province, and a diminished army, were thrust
upon him, and remonstrated, in a letter to the Di-
rectory, upon the several points of the public service,
which, by his conduct on this occasion, Buonaparte
had neglected or endangered. Napoleon afterwards
laboured hard to answer the accusations which these
remonstrances implied, and to prove, that, in leaving
the Egyptian army, he had no intention of abandon-
ingit; on the contrary, that he intended either to
return in person, or to send powerful succours,
He blamed Gantheaume, at a later petiod, for not
having made his way from Toulon to Alexandria.
with reinforcements and supplies. But Buonaparte,
slow to see what contradicted a favourite project,
’could never be made to believe, unless when in the
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very act of experiencing it, that the superiority of
the British naval power depends upon circumstances
totally different from those which can be removed by
equal courage, or even equal skill, on the part of the
French naval officers, and that until it be removed,
it will be at great hazard that France shall ever ai-
tempt to retain a province so distant as Egypt.
Napoleon left behind him a short proclamation,
apprising the army that news of importance from
France had recalled him to Europe, but that they
should soon hear tidings of him. He exhorted
them in the meantime to have confidence in their
new commander, who possessed, he said, his good
opinion, and that of the government, and in these
terms he bade them farewell. T'wo frigates, La Mui-
‘yon and La Carere, being ready for sea, the General
embarked from an unfrequented part of the beach on
the 23d August. Menou, who had met him there,
came to Denon and others, who had attended the ren-
dezvous without knowing exactly its purpose, as they
were gazing in surprise at the unusual sight of two
* French frigates ready to put to sea, and inform-
ed them with agitation that Buonaparte waited for :
them. They followed as in a dream ; but Denon had
already secured that mass of measurements, drawings,
manuscripts, and objects of antiquarian and scientific
curiosity, which afterwards enabled him to complete
the splendid work, which now contains the only per-
; 10
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manent or useful fruits of the memorable expedition
to Egypt.

Ere the frigates were far from land, they were re-
connoitred by an English corvette, a circumstance
which seemed of evil augury. Buonaparte assured
hi§ companions, by his usual allusions to his own
destiny. ““ We will arrive safe,” he said ; « Fortupe
> will never abandon us—we will amve,,.,safe in de-
spite of the enemy.”

To avoid the English cruizers, the vessels coasted
the shores of Africa, and the wind was so contrary,
that they made but an hundred leagues in twenty days.
During this time Buonaparte studied alternately the
Bible and the Koran, more solicitous, it seemed, about
the history of the countries which he had left behind,
than the part which he was to play in that to which he
was hastening. At length they ventured to stand
northward, and on the 80th September, they entered,
by singular chance, the portof Ajaccio in Corsica, and
Buonaparte found himself near his native city.* On
the Tth October, they again put to sea, but, upen ap-
proaching the French coast, they found themselves in

# The natives came off in numbers to see their illustrious coun~
tryman, but as he does not appear to have landed, his transient pre-
sence in the harbour formed no exception to what is said in vol. TIT.
p. 23, of his not revisiting his own country,
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eminent for their moderation; and the French troops,
levied in the name of Freedom, were sent to assail
that country which had been so long her mountain
fortvress. The ancient valour of the Switzers was
unable to defend them against the new discoveries
in the art of war, by which the strongest defiles can
be turned, and therefore rendered indefensible. They
fought with their ancient courage, particularly the'
natives of the mountain cantons, and only gave way
before numbers and discipline. But these gallant
mountaineers sacrificed more than thrice their own
amount, ere they fell in their ranks, as became the
countrymen of William Tell. The French affected
to give the Swiss a constitution on the model of their
own, but this was a mere farce. The arsenals, fort-
resses, and treasures of the cantons, were seized
without scruple or apology, and the Swiss were
treated in all respects like a conquered nation. The
fate of this ancient and unoffending people excited
deep and general fear and detestation, and tended
more perhaps than any other event, to raise the
animosity of Europe in general against France, as a
country which had now plainly shown, that her am-
bition could be bounded by no consideration of justice
or inter-national law.

The King of Sardinia, who had first. acknowled-
ged the superiority of Buonaparte, and purchased
his existence as a continental sovereign, by surren=
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ambassador was insulted, his life endangered, and
General Duphot actually killed by his side. This
outrage of course sealed the fall of the Pope, which
had probably long been determined on. Expelled
from his dominions; the aged Pius VI. retired to
Sienna, more the object of respect and veneration in.
his condition of a dethroned exile, than when hold-
ing the semblance of authority by permission of
France. In place of the Pontiff’s government arose
the shadow of a mighty name, The Roman Republic.
But the Gauls were in possession of the Capitol, nor
did the ancient recollections, connected with the title
of the new commonwealth, procure for the Romans
more independent authority than was possessed by
any of the other ephemeral republican governments.
In the fall of the Pope, and the occupation of the
Roman territories by a French army, the King of Na-
ples saw the nation whom he feared and hated, and by
whom he knew he was considered as a desirable sub-
Ject of plunder, approach his frontiers, and become
his neighbours. War he perceived was unavoidable ;
and he formed the resolution to be the ‘first in de-
claring it. The victory of Nelson, and the interest
which that distinguished hero acquired at what might
be called a female court, with the laurels of the Nile
fresh upon' his brow, confirmed the Neapolitan go-
vernment in the resolution. Mack, an Austrian ge-
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high among the Republican generals, as his charac-
ter for honour and rectitude among French states-
men, marched from Naples, traversing the whole
length of Italy, to arvest the victorious progress of
the allies. After a train of stubborn ﬁghtmg, it was
only by displaying great military talent that he could
> extricate the remains of his army. At length the de-
cisive and desperate battle of Novi seemed to exclude
the French from the possession of those fair Italian
provinces, which had been acquired by such expense
of life.

On the Rhine, though her defeats were not of such
a decided character, France also lost reputation and
territory. Jourdan proved no match for the Arch-
duke Charles, who, having no longer Buonaparte to
encounter, asserted his former superiority over infe-
rior French generals. His Royal Highness finally
compelled the French to recross the Rhine, while the
Austrian generals Bellegarde and Hotze, supported
by a Russian division under Korsakow, advanced to
the line of the Limmat, near Zurich, and waited the
junction of Suwarrow to occupy Switzerland, and
even to menace France, who, in a great measure de-
spoiled of her foreign conquests, had now reason to
apprehend the invasion of her own territory.

In the Netherlands, the French interest seemed
equally insecure. Inmsurrections had already taken

. place in what they called Belgium, and it seemed
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the most successful of her generals, at the head of a
gallant army, who were now needed to defend the
provinces which their valour had gained. The battle
of Aboukir, while it annihilated their fleet, had in-
sulated the land forces, who, now cut off from all
»communication with their mother country,,and shut
up in an insalubrious province, daily wasted in en-
 counters with the barbarous tribes that valour, and
those lives, which, hazarded on the frontiers of
France, might have restored victory to their stand-
ards.

To these upbraiding complaints, and general accu-
sations of incapacity, as well as of peculation, the Di-
rectors had little to answer. What was a still greater
deficiency, they had no party to appeal to, by whom
their cause, right or wrong, might have been advo-
cated with the stanch adherence of partizans. They
had undergone, as we shall presently show, various
changes in their own body, but without any altera-
tion in their principles of administration, which still
rested on the principle of Bascule, or sea-saw,* as
it is called in English; the attempt, in short, to

® The term, it is scarcely necessary to say, is derived from the
childish amusement, where two hoys swing at the opposite ends of a
plank, moving up and down, in what D Johnson calls  a recipro~
cating motion,’ while a third urchin, placed on the centre of r_notion,
regulates their moyements.

VOL. 1V, K



146 LIFE OF

govern two contending factions in the state, by ba-

lancing the one against the other, without adhe-

ring to either. In consequence of this mean and
temporising policy, which is always that of weak

minds, the measures of the government were con-

sidered, not with reference to the general welfare of
the state, but as they should have effect upon one or

othet of the parties by which it was divided. Tt fol-
lowed also, that having no certain path and plan,

but regulating their movements upon the wish to

maintain an equality between the factions, in order

that they might preserve their authority over both,

the Directors had no personal followers or supporters,

save that most sordid class, who regulate their politics

on their interest, and who, though faithful adherents

of every settled administration, perceive, by instinc-

tive sagacity, the moment that their patrons are about

to lose their offices, and desert their cause on such

occasions with all convenient speed.

Yet the Directors, had they been men of talent,
integrity, and character—above all, had they been
united among themselves, and agreed on one steady
course of policy, might have governed France with
little difficulty. The great body of the nation were
exhausted by the previous fury of the revolutionary
‘movements, had supped full with politics, and were
. much disposed to sit down contented under any
government which promised protection for life and
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property. Even the factions had lost their energy:

Those who inclined to a monarchical form, were

many of them become indifferent by whom the sceptre

was wielded, providing that species of government,

supposed by them most suitable to the habits and
, character of the French, should be again adopted.

Many who were of this opinion saw great objection
* to the restoration of the Bourbons, for fear that along
with their right might revive all those oppressive
feudal claims which the Revolution had swept away,
as well as the pretensions of the emigrants to resume
their property. "Those who entertained such senti:
ments were called Moderés. 'The ancient blood-red
Jacobins could hardly be said to exist. The nation
‘had had a surfeit of blood, and all parties looked
‘back with disgust on the days of Robespierre. "But
‘there existed a kind of white Jacobins; men whe
were desirous to retain a large proportion of demo-
cratical principle in the constitution, either that they
might not renounce the classical name of a Republic,
or because they confided in their own talents, to ““wield
at will the fierce democracy ;” or because they really
believed that a potent infusion of such a spirit in the
forms of government, was necessary for the preser-
vation of liberty. This party was greatly inferior in
numbers to the others; and they had lost their au-
thority over the populace, by means of which they
had achieved such changes during the early periods
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of the Revolution. But they were bold, enterpri-
sing, active ; and their chiefs, assuming at first the
name of the Pantheon, afterwards of the Manege
Club, formed a party in the state, which, from the
character of the leaders, gave great subject of jea-
lousy to the Directory. (
The rapacity and insolent bearing of the French
government having, as we have seen, provoked a new *
war with Austria and Russia, the means to which the
Directors had recourse for maintaining it were a for-
ced loan imposed on the wealthy, which gave alarm
to property, and a conscription of two hundred thou-
sand men, which was alike distressing to poor and
rich. Both measures had been submitted to during
the Reign of Terror; but then a murmur cost the
complainer his head. The Directory had no such
‘summary mode of settling grievances. These two
last inflictions greatly inflamed the public discontent.
To meet the general tendency to insurrection, they
had recourse to a measure equally harsh and unpo-
pular. It was called the Law of Hostages, by which
the unoffending relatives of emigrants, or royalists,
supposed to be in arms, were thrown into prison, and
rendered responsible for the acts of their connexions.
This unjust law filled the prisons with women, old
men, and children,—victims of a government which,
because it was not strong enough to subdue insur-
rection by direct force, visited the consequences of its



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 149

own weakness on age, childhood, and helpless fe-
ales.

Meantime the dissensions among the Directors
themselves, which continued to increase, led to va-
rious changes within their own body. When Buona-

= parte left Burope, the Directory consisted of Barras,
, Reubel, Treilhard, Merlin, § Reveilliere-Lepaux.
The opposition attacked them with so much fury in
the Legislative Assemblies, Boulay de la Meurthe,
Lucien Buonaparte, Francois, and other men of ta-
lent leading the way, that at length the Directors
appear to have become afraid of being made person-
ally responsible by impeachment for the peculations
of their age;Ets, as well as for the result of the inso-
lences by which they had exasperated the friends and
allies of France. Reubel, he whose character for
talent and integrity stood most fair with the public,
was removed from office by the lot which announced
him as the Director who was to retire. It hag
been said some art was used to guide fortune on this

" occasion. His name in the list was succeeded by one
celebrated in the Revolution; that of the Abbe Sieyes.

This remarkable statesman had acquired a high
reputation, not only by the acuteness of his metaphy-
sical talent, but by a species of mystery in which he
involved himself and his opinions. He was certain-
ly possessed of great knowledge and experience in
the affairs of France, was a%adept in the composi-



150 LIFE OF

tion of new constitutions of all kinds, and had got a
high character, as possessed of secrets peculiarly his
own, for conducting the vessel of the State amidst the
storms of Revolution. The Abbe in fact, managed
his political reputation as a prudent trader does his
stock ; and by shumming to venture on anything which:
could in any great degree peril his credit, he extend-
ed it in the public opinion, perhaps much farther than
his parts justified. A temper less daring in action than
bold in metaphysical speculation, and a considerable
regard for his own personal safety, accorded well with
his affected air of mystery and reserve. - In the Na-
tional Assembly he had made a great impression, by
his pamphlet explaining the nature of the Third
Tstate ; and he had the principal part in procuring
the union of the three separate Estates into the Na-
tional Assembly. = A flaming patriot in 1792-3, he
voted for the death of the unfortunate Louis; and,
as was reported, with brutal levity, using the celebra-
ted expression, © Mort sans phrase.” He was no
less distinguished for bringing forward the import-
‘ant measure for dividing France into departments,
‘and thus blending together and confounding all the
ancient distinctions of provinces. After this period
he became passive, and was little heard of during the
Reign of Terror ; for he followed the maxim of Py-
thagoras, and worshipped the Echo (only found in

~secret and solitary places,) when he heard the tem-
pest blow hard. ?
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. After the revolution of 9th Thermidor, Sieyes came
in with the moderate party, and had the merit to pro-
pose therecall of the members who had been forcibly
expelled by the Jacobin faction on the fill of the
Girondists. He was one of the committee of eleven, to
“whom was committed the charge of forming the new

= constitution, afterwards called that of the year Three.
This great metaphysical philosopher and politician
showed little desire to share with any colleagues
the toil and honour of a task to which he esteemed
himself exclusively competent; and he produced,
accordingly, a model entirely of his own composition;
very ingenious, and evincing a wonderfully intimate
acquaintance with political doctrines, together with &
multitude of nice balances, capacities, and disqualifi-
cations, so constituted as to be checks on each other.
As strongly characteristic of the genius of the man,
we shall here give an account of his great work.
His plan provided that the constitution, with its
powers of judicature and of administration, should
emanate from the people; but lest, like that un-
natural parent the sow, the people should devour their
own nine farrow, the functionaries thus invested with
power were to be placed, when created, out of the
reach of the parents who had given them birth.
The mode in which it was proposed to effect this,
was both singular and ingenious. The office-bearers
. were thus to be selected outof three orders of the
state, forming a triple hierarchy. 1. The citizens
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of each commufie were to name one-tenth of their
number, to be called the Comimunal Notables. From
~ these were to be selected the magistrates of the com-
munes, and the justices of peace. 2. The Commu-
nal Notables were again to choose a tenth part of
their number, who were called the Departmental
Notables. ~ The prefects, judges, and provincial ad--
ministrators, were selected from this second body.
3. The Departmental Notables, in like manner, were
to elect a tenth of their number, computed to amount
to about six thousand persons ; and from this highest
class of citizens were to be filled the most dignified
and important situations in the state,—the ministers
and members of government, the legislature, the se-
nate or grand jury, the principal judges, ambassadors,
and the like. By this system it will be perceived, that
instead of equality, three ranks of privileged citizens
were to be established, from whose ranks alone cer-
tain offices could be filled. But this species of no-
bility, or, as it was called, Notability, was dependant
not on birth, but on the choice of the people, from
whom, thongh more or less directly, all officers with-
out exception received their commissions. The elec-
tions were to take place every five years.

o represent the national dignity, power, and glory,
there was to be an officer called the Grand Elector,
who was to have guards, a revenue, and all the ex-
ternal appendages of royalty ; all acts of government, .
laws, and judicial proceedings, were to run in his name.
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"This species of Roi faineant was to possess no part
of the royal authority, except the right of naming
two Consuls, one for peace, and the other for war:
and the farther right of selecting, from lists of candi-
dates to be supplied by the three ranks of the hier-
° archy, the individuals who were to fill official situa-
. tions as they should become vacant. But having ex-
ercised this privilege, the Grand Elector, or Pro-
claimer General, was fimctus officio, and had no
active duties to perform, or power to exercise. 'Che
two Consuls, altogether uncontrolled by him or each
other, were to act each in their own exclusive de-
partment of peace or war ; and the other functionaries
were alike independent of the Grand Proclaimer, or

Elector, sosoon as he had appointed them. He was to

resemble no sovereign ever heard of but the Queen

Bee, who has nothing to do but to repose in idleness

and luxury, and give being to the active insects by

whose industry the business of the hive is carried
on. .

The government being thus provided for, the
Abbe Sieyes’s system of legislature was something
like that of France in the time of the Parliament.
"There was to be a Legislative Body of two hundred
and fifty deputies; but they were to form rather a tri-
bunal of judges, than a popular and deliberative assem-
bly. T'wo other bodies, a Council of State on the part
of the government, and a Tribunate of one hundred
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deputies, on the part of the people, were to propose
and discuss measures in presence of this Legislative’
Council, who then proceeded to adopt or reject them
upon scrutiny and by vote, but without any oral de-
livery of opinions. The Tribunate was invested
with the right of guarding the freedom of the subject,
and denouncing to the Convocative Senate such mis-
conduct of office-bearers, or ill-chosen measures, or
ill-advised laws, as should appear to them worthy of
reprobation.

But, above all, Abbe Sieyes piqued himself upon
the device of what he termed a Conservative Senate,
which, possessing in itself no power of action or legis-
lation of any kind, was to have in charge the preser-
vation of the constitution. To this senate was given
the singular power, of calling in to become 2 member
of their own body, and reducing of course to their own
state of incapacity, any individual occupying another
sifuation in the constitution, whose talents, ambition,
or popularity, should render him a subject of jealousy.
Even the Grand Elector himselfwas liable to this fate
of absorption, as it was called, although he held his
crown of Cocaign in the common case for life. Any
exettion on his part of what might seem to the senate
an act of arbitrary authority, entitled them to adopt
him a member of their own body. He was thus re-
moved from his palace, guards, and income, and made
for ever incapable of any other office than that of .
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a senator. This high point of policy was carrying
the system of checks and balances as far as it could
well go. ; '
The first glance of this curious model must have
convinced a practical politician that it was greatly
oo complicated and technical to be carried into ef-
fect. The utility of laws consists in their being of a
character which compels the respect and obedience of
those to whom they relate. The very delicacy of
such an ingenious scheme rendered it incapable of ob-
taining general regard, since it was too refined to be
understood save by profound philosophers. To the
rest of the nation it musi have been like a watch to
a savage, who, being commanded to regulate his
time by it, will probably prefer to make the ma-
chine correspond with his inclinations, by putting
backward and forward the index at pleasure. A man
of ordinary talent and honest disposition might have
been disqualified for public life by this doctrine of
absorption, just as a man ignorans of swimming would
perish if flung into alake. But a stout swimmer would
easily gain the shore, and an individual like Buo-
naparte would set at defiance the new species of ostra-
cism, and decline to be neutralized by the absorption
of the senate. Above all, the plan of the Abbe de-
stroyed the true principle of national representation,
by introducing a metaphysical election of members of
legislation, instead of one immediately derived from
" the direct ‘vote of the people themselves. In the
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stead. But the revolution which he meditated could
onky be executed by force.

The change in the Directory had destroyed the
government by bascule, or balance, and that in-
termediate and trimming influence being removed,
the two parties of the Moderés and the Republicans
stood full opposed to each other, and ready to try
' their strength in a severe struggle. Sieyes, though

no Royalist, or at least certainly no adherent of the
Housq of Bourbon, stood, nevertheless, at the head
of the Moderés, and taxed his sagacity for means of
ensuring their victory. The Moderés possessed a
majority in the Council of the Ancients; but the
Society of the Manege, Republicans if not Jacobins,
had obtained, at the last election, a great superiority
of numbers in the Council of Five Hundred. They
were sure to be in decided opposition to any change
of the constitution of the year Three ; and such being
the case, those who plotted the new revolution, could
not attempt it without some external support. To call
upon the people was no longer the order of the day.
Indeed, it may be supposed that the ancient revolu-
tionary columns would rather have risen against
Sieyes, and in behalf of the Society of the Manege.
The proposers of a new change had access, however,
to the army, and to that they determined to appeal.
The assistance of some military chief of the first re-
putation was necessary. Sieyes cast his eyes upon
Joubert, an officer of high reputation, and one of the
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most distinguished amongst Buonaparte’s generals.
He was named by the Directors to the command of
the Department of Paris, but shortly after was sent
to Italy, with hopes that, acquiring a new fund of
glory by checking the progress of Suwarrow, he might
be yet more fitted to £ill the public eye, and influence
the general mind, in the crisis when Sieyes looked
for his agsistance. Joubert lost his life, however, at
the great battle of Novi, fought betwixt him and
Suwarrow ; and so opportunely did his death make
room for the pretensions of Buonaparte, that it has
* been rumoured, certainly without the least probabi-
lity, that he did not fall by the fire of the Austri-
ans, but by that of assassins hired by the family of
Napoleon, to take out of the way a powerful com-
petitor of their brother. This would have been a gra-
tuitous crime, since they could neither reckon with
certainty on the arrival of Buonaparte, nor upon his
being adopted by Sieyes in place of Joubert.
Meanwhile, the family of Napoleon omitted no
mode of keeping his merits in public remembrance.
Reports from time to time appeared in the papers
to this purpose, as when, to give him consequence
doubtless, they pretended that the tower guns of
London were fired, and public rejoicings made, upon
a report that Napoleon had been assassinated. Ma-
dame Buonaparte, in the meanwhile, lived at great
expense, and with much elegance, collecting around

0l
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her whosoever was _femérkable for talent and ac-
complishment, and many of the women of Paris who
were best accustomed to the management of political
intrigue. Lucien Buonaparte distinguished himself
as an orator in the Council of Five Hundred, and
although he had hitherto affected republican zeal, he
now opposed, with much ability, the reviving in-
‘Huence of the democrats. J oseph Buonaparte, also,
a man of talent, and of an excellent character, though
much aspersed afterwards in consequence of the part
in Spain assigned him by his brother, lived hospi-
tably, saw much company, and maintained an ascend-
ance in Parisian society. We cannot doubt that these
near relatives of Buonaparte found means of commu-
nicating to him the state of affairs in Paris, and the
opening which it afforded for the exercise of his dis-
tinguished talents.

The communication betwixt Toulon and Alexan-
dria was, indeed, interrupted, but not altogether bro-
ken off, and we have no doubt that the struggle of
parties in the interior, as well as the great disasters
on the frontier, had their full influence in determi-
ning Buonaparte to his sudden return. Miot, though
in no very positive strain, has named a Greek called
Bambuki, as the bearer of a letter from Joseph to
his brother, conveying this important intelligence.
The private Memoirs of Fouché pretend that that

minister purchased the secret of Napoleon’s retwn
il

o
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being expected, from Josephine herself, for the sum of
a thousand louis, and that the landing at Frejus was
no surprise to him. Both these pieces of private
history may be safely doubted ; but it would be diffi-
cult to convince us that Buonaparte took the step of
quitting, Egypt on the vague intelligence afforded by
the journals, and without confidential communica-
tiori with his own family.

To return to the state of the French government.
The death of Joubert not only disconcerted the
schemes of Sieyes, but éxposed him and his party to
retaliation. Bernadotte was minister of war, and he,
with Jourdan and Augereau, were all warm in the
cause of Republicanism. Any of these distinguished
generals was capable of leading the military force to
compel such an alteration in the constitution as might
suit the purpose of their party, and thus reversing
the project of Sieyes, who, without Joubert, was like
the head without the arm that should execute. Al-
ready, Jourdan had made in the Council of Five
Hundred a speech on the dangers of the country,
which, in point of vehemence, might have been pro- .
nounced in the ancient hall of the Jacobins. He in
plain terms threatened the Moderés with such a gene-
ral insurrection as had taken place in the year 1792,
and proposed to declare the country in danger. He
was answered by Lucien Buonaparte, Chenier, and
Boulay, who had great difficulty to parry the impe-
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of the condemned persons as showed themselves dis=
posed to be tractable ; and at length the sentence was
altogether dispensed with, and the more obnoxious
partizans of democracy were only placed under the su-
perintendence of the police. This conduct showed at
onte conseious strength, and a spirit of clemency,, than
which no attributes can contribute more to the popu-
larity of a new government; since the spirit of the
opposition, deprived of hope of success, and yet not
urged on by despair of personal safety, gradually be-
comes disposed to sink into acquiescence. The de-
‘mocrats, or, as they were now termed, the anarchists,
became intimidated, or cooled in their zeal ; and only
a few of the more enthusiastic continued yet to avow
those principles, to breathe the least doubt of which
‘had been, within but a few months, a crime worthy
of death.-

Other and most important decrees were adopted
by the Consuls, tending to lighten the burdens which
their predecessors had imposed on the nation, and
which had rendered their government so unpopular.
Two of the most oppressive measures of the Di-
rectors were repealed without delay.

The first referred to the finances, which were
found in a state of ruinous exhaustion, and were
only maintained by a system of compulsory and pro-
gressive loans, according to rates of assessment on
thp property of the citizens, The new minister of
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shipwreck, and the Directors had meditated bringing .
to trial those whom the winds and waves had spared,
as falling under the class of emigrants returned' to
France without permission, against whom the laws
denounced the penalty of death. Buonaparte more
liberally considered their being found within the pro-
hibited territory, as an act, not of volition, but of in.
evitable necessity, and they were dismissed accord-
ingly.

From the same spirit of politic clemency, La Fay-
ette, Latour Maubourg, and others, who, although
revolutienists, had been expelled from France for
not carrying their principles of freedom sufficiently
high and far, were permitted to return to their na-
tive country.

It may be easily believed that t}xe military de-
partment of the state underwent a complete reform
under the authority of Buonaparte. Dubois de Crancé,
the Minister at War under the Directors, was re-
placed by Berthier ; and Napoleon gives a strange
picture of the incapacity of the former functionary.
He declares he could not furnish a single repott of
the state of the army—that he had obtained no re-
gular returns of the effective strength of the differ-

, ent regiments—that many corps had been formed
m the departments, whose very existence was' un-
known to the minister at war; and finally, that
when pressed for reports of the pay, of the victual-
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marched hand in hand to the place of execution, re-
mained to the last in the same attitude, expressive of
their partaking the same sentiments of devotion to the
cause in which they suffered, and died with the utmost
courage. George Cadoudal, left alone, became un-
*able to support the civil war, and laid dowrrhis arms
,for a time. Buonaparte, whose policy it was to unite
in the new order of things as many and as various
characters as possible, not regarding what parts they
-had formerly played, provided they mow attached
themselves to his person, took great pains to gain over
2 man so resolute as this daring Breton. He had &
personal interview with him, which he says George
Cadoudal solicited; yet why he should have done so-
it is hard to guess, unless it were to learn whether
Buonaparte had any ultimate purpose of serving the -
Bourbon interest. He certainly did not request the
favour in order to drive any bargain for himself,
since Buonaparte frankly admits, that all his pro-
mises and arguments failed to make any impression
upon him ; and that he parted with George, profess-
ing still fo entertain opinions for which he had fought
%0 often and so desperately.

In another instance which happened at this pe-
riod, Buonaparte boasts of having vindicated the in-
sulted rights of nations. The Senate of Hamburgh
had delivered up to England Napper Tandy, Black-
well, and other Trishmen, concerned in the rebellion
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which had lately wasted Ireland. Buonaparie took
this up in a threatening tone, and expounded to theix
trembling envoy the rights of a neutral territory, in
language, upon which the subsequent tragedy of the
Duke d’Enghien formed a singular commentary.

‘Whil¢ Buonaparte was thus busied in adopting’
measures for composing internal discord, and re-,
newing the wasted resources of the country, those
discussions were at the same time privately carrying
forward, which were to determine by whom and in-
what way it should be governed. There is little
doubt, that when Sieyes undertook the revolution of
Brumaire, he would have desired for his military as-

“sistant a very different character from Buonaparte.
Some general would have best suited him who pos-
sessed no knowledge beyond that of his profession,
and whose ambition would have been contented to
accept such share of power as corresponded to his

- limited views and capacity. The wily priest, how-
ever, saw, that no other coadjutor save Buonaparte
could have availed him, after the return of the lat-
ter from Egypt, and was not long of experiencing
that Napoleon would not be satisfied with anything
short of the lion’s share of the spoil. :

At the very first meeting of the Consuls, the de-
fection of Roger Ducos to the side of Buonaparte
convinced Sieyes, that he would be unable to sup-

*port those pretensions to the first place in the gor
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The. strictest secrecy was necessary, to procure .
even the opportunity of attempting this audacious
plan of operations ; and to ensure this secrecy, Buo-
naparte had recourse to a singular mode of deceiving
the enemy. It was made as public as possible, by
orders; decrees, proclamations, and the like, that the
First Consul was to place himself at the head of the
army of reserve, and that it was to assemble at Di-
jon. Accordingly, a numerous staff was sent to
that place, and much apparent bustle took place in
assembling six or seven thousand men there, with
great pomp and fracas. These, as the spies of Aus-
tria truly reported to their employers, Were either
conscripts, or veterans unfit for service; and carica-
tures were published of the First Consul reviewing
troops composed of children and disabled soldiers,
which was ironically termed his army of reserve.
When an army so composed was reviewed by the
First Consul himself with great ceremony, it im-
pressed a general belief that Buonapazte was only
endeavouring, by making a show of force, to divert
the Austrians from their design upon Genoa, and
thus his real purpose was effectually concealed.
Bulletins, too, were privately circulated by the agents
of police, as if scattered by the Royalists, in which
specious arguments were used to prove that the
French army of reserve neither did, nor could exist
=—and these alsp were designed to withdraw atten-
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the French were drawn up on this memorable day
in three distinct divisions, each composed of a corps
darmée, distant about three quarters of a mile in the
rear of each other.

The force which the French had in the field in the
commencement of the day, was above twenty thoti-
sand men ; the reserve, under Dessaix, upon its arrj-
val, might make the whole amount to thirty thou-
sand. The Austrians attacked with nearly forty:
thousand ¢roops. Both armies were in high spirits,
determined to fight, and each confident in their gene-
ral—the Austrians in the bravery and experience of
Melas, the Erench in the genius and talents of Buo-
naparte. The immediate stake was the possession of
Ttaly, but it was impossible to guess how many yet
more important consequences the event of the day
might involve. Thus much seemed certain, that the
battle must be decisive, and that defeat must prove
destruction to the party who should sustain it. Buo-
naparte, if routed. could hardly have accomplished
his retreat upon Milan ; and Melas, if defeated, had

Suchet in his rear. The fine plain on which the .

French were drawn up, scemed lists formed by nature
for such an encounter, when the fate of kingdoms was
at issue. ; '

Early in the morning the Austrians crossed the
Bormida, in three columns, by three military bridges,
and advanced in the same order. The right and the
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now greatly needed. Eis army of reserve lay formed
in two lines in front of the village, their flanks sustain-
ed by battalions en potence, formed into close columns
of infantry; on the left was a train of artillery ; on
the right, Kellermann, with a large body of French
cavalry, "which, routed in the beginning of the day,’
* had rallied in this place. The ground that Dessaix_
occupied was where the high road forms a sort of
defile, having on the one hand a wood, on the other
a thick plantation of vines.

The French soldier understands better perhaps
than any other in the world the art of rallying,
after having been dispersed. The fugitives of Vie-
tor’s division, though in extreme disorder,’ threw
themselves into the rear of Dessaix’s position, and,
covered by his troops, renewed their ranks and their
courage. Yet, when Dessaix saw the plain filled
with flying soldiers, and beheld Buonaparte himself
in full retreat, he thought all must be lost. They
met in the middle of the greatest apparent confusion,
and Dessaix said, * The battle is lost—I suppose L
«can do no more for you than secure your retreat "

“ By no means,” answered the First: Consul,
¢ the battle is, T trust, gained—the disordered troops
whom you see are my centze and left, whom T will
rally in your rear—Push forward your column.”

Dessaix, at the head of the ninth light brigade,
instantly rushed. forward, and charged . the Aus-°
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trians, wearied with fighting the whole day, and dis-
ordered by their hasty pursuit. The moment at
which he advanced, so critically. favourable for Buo-
naparte, was fatal to himself. He fell, shot through
the head.* But his soldiers continued to attack
Wwith fury, and Kellermann, at the same tite char-
.ging the Austrian column, penetrated its ranks, and
separated from the rest six battalions, which, surs
prised and panic-struck, threw down their arms;
Zach, who, in the absence of Melas, commanded in
chief, being at their head, was taken with them. The
Austrians were now driven back in their turn. Buo-
naparte galloped along the French line, calling on
the soldiers to advance. ¢ You know,” he said, ¢ it
is always my practice to sleep on the field of battle.”

The Austrians had pursued their success with
incautious hurry, and without attending to the due
support whichione corps ought, in all circumstances,
to be prepared to afford to another. Their left flank
was also exposed, by their hasty advance, to Buona-
parte’s right, which had never lost order. They

* The Moniteur put in the mouth of the dying general a mess
sage to Buonaparte, in which he expressed his regret that he had
done so little for history,’and in that of the Chief Consul an answer,
lamenting that he had no time to weep for Dessaix. But Buona-
parte himself assures us, that Dessaix was shot dead on the spot ;
nor is it probable that the tide of battle, then just upon the act of
turning, left the Consul himself time for set phrases, or sentimental’
"ejacu]atious. gl
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were, therefore, totally unprepared to resist this ge-
neral, furious, and unexpected attack. They were
forced back at all points, and pursued along the
plain, suffering immense loss; nor were they again
able to make a stand until driven back over the Box-
mida. Their fine cavalry, instead of being drawn’
up in squadrons to coyer their retreat, fled in dis-
order, and at full gallop, riding down all that was
in their way. The confusion at passing the river was
inextricable—large bodies of men were abandoned on
the left side, and surrendered to the French in the
course of the night, or next morning. :
T¢ is evident, in perusing the accounts of this bat-
tle, that the victory was wrested out of the hands of
the Austrians, after they had become, by the fatigues
of the day, too weary to hold it. Had they sus-
tained their advance by reserves, their disaster would
not have taken place. It seems also certain, that
the fate of Buonaparte was determined by the ar-
rival of Dessaix at the moment he did, and that in
spite of the skilful disposition by which the Chief
Consul was enabled to support the attack so long, he
must have been utterly defeated had Dessaix put less
dispatch in his counter-march. Military men have
been farther of opinion, that Meélas was guilty of a
great error, in not oceupying Castel Ceriolo on the
advance ; and that the appearances of early victory
led the Austrians to be by far too unguarded in their

advance on Saint Juliano.
L
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he had struck some venturous and apparently decisive
blow, to offer such” conditions as might induce the
enemy to submit, and separate his interest from that
of his allies. Upon this system of policy he offered
the Count de St Julien, an Austrian envoy, the con-
«ditions of a treaty, having for its basis that of Campo
Fomno, which, after the loss of Italy on the fatal field
"of Marengo, afforded terms much more favourable
than the Emperor of Germany was entitled to have
expected from the victors. The Austrian envoy ac-
cordingly took upon him to subscribe these prelimi-
naries; but they did not meet the approbation of the
Emperor, who placed his honour on observing accu-
rately the engagements which he had formed with
England, and who refused to accede to a treaty in
which she was not included. It was added, however,
that Lord Minto, the British ambassador at Vienna,
had intimated Britain’s willingness to be included in
a treaty for general pacification.

This proposal occasioned a communication between
France and Britain, through Monsieur Otto, commis-
sioner for the care of French prisoners. The French
envoy intimated, that as a preliminary to Britain’s
entering on the treaty, she must consent to an ar-
mistice by sea, and suspend the advantages which
she received from her naval superiority, in the same
manner as the First Consul of France had dispensed
with prosecuting his victories by land. This demand
would have withdrawn the blockade of the: British
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vessels ﬁ'gn the French sea-ports, and allowed the

sailing of reinforcements to Egypt and Malta, which

last important place was on the point of surrendering

to the English. The British ministers were also sen-

sible that there was, besides, a great difference be-

tween a druce betwixt two land armies, stationed in:
presence of each other, and a suspension of navall
hostilities over the whole world ; since in the one case,

on breaking off the treaty, hostilities can be almost

instantly resumed ; on the other, the distance and un-

certainty of communication may prevent the war being
recommenced for many months ; by which chance of
delay, the French, as being inferior at sea, were sure

to be the gainers. The British statesmen, therefore,

proposed some modifications, to prevent the obvious

inequality of such armistice. But it was replied on

the part of France, that though they would accept of
such a modified armistice, if Great Britain would

enter into a separate treaty, yet the«Chief Consul

would not consent to it if Austria was to be partici-

pant of the negotiation.

Here, therefore, the overtures of peace betwixt
France and England were shipwrecked, and the Aus-
trian Emperor was reduced to the alternative of re-
newing the war, or entering into a treaty without his
allies. He appears to have deemed himself obliged to
prefer the more dangerous and more honourable course.

This was a generous resolution on the part of
Austria; but by no means politic at the period, when

12



4

NAPOLEON BUONAPARTI, 289

their armies were defeated, their national spirit de-
pressed, and when the French armies had penetrated
so far into Germany. Even Pitt himself, upon whose
declining health the misfortune made a most unfa-
vourable impression, had considered the defeat of
Blarengo as' a conclusion to the hopes of “success
against France for a considerable period. ¢ Fold up
the map,” he said, pointing to that of Europe 5 “if
need not be again opened for these twenty years.”
Yet, unwilling to resign the contest, even while a
spark of hope remained, it was resolved upon in the
British councils to encourage Austria to farther pro-
secution of the war. Perhaps, in recommending such
a measure to her ally, at a period when she had sus-
tained such great losses, and was in the state of de-
Jection to which they gave rise, Great Britain too
much resembled an eager and over-zealous sccond,
who urges his principal to continue a combat after
his strength is exhausted. Austria, a great and
powerful nation, if left to repose, would have in time
recruited her strength, and constituted once again
a balance against the power of France on the con-
tinent ; but if urged to farther exertions in the hour
of her extremity, she was likely to sustain such far-
ther losses, as might render her comparatively in-
significant for a number of years. Such at least is
the conclusion which we, who have the advantage
ofi considering the measure with reference to its con-

VOIL. 1V. T
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sequences, are now enabled to form. At the emergen-
cy, things were viewed in a different light. The vic-
tories of Suwarrow and of the Archduke Charles were
remembered, as well as the recent defeats sustained
by France in the year 1799, which had greatly tar-
‘nished the fame of her arms. The character of Buo-
naparte was not yet sufficiently estimated. His failure
before Acre had made an impression in England
which wasmot erased by the victory of Marengo;
the extreme prudence which usnally tempered his
most venturous undertakings was not yet generally
known ; and the belief and hope were received, that
one who ventured on such new and daring manceuvres
as Napoleon employed, was likely to behold them
miscarry at length, and thus to fall as rapidly as he *
had risen.

Influenced by such motives, it was determined in
the British cabinet to encourage the Emperor, by 2
loan of two millions, to place himself and his brother,
the Archduke John, in command of the principal
army, raise the whole national force of his mighty
empire, and at the head of the numerous forees which
he could summon into the field, either command a
more equal peace, or try the fortunes of the most
desperate war. .

The money was paid, and the Emperor joined the
army ; but the negotiations for peace were not broken
off.- On the contrary, they were carried on much
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on the terms which Saint Julien had subscribed to,
with this additional and discreditable circumstance,
that the First Consul, as a pledge of the Austrian
sincerity, required that the three fortified towns of
Ingoldstadt, Ulm, and Philipstadt, should be placed
temporarily in the hands of the French ; a condition
to which the Austrians were compelled to submit.
But the only advantage purchased by this surren-
der, which greatly exposed the hereditary dominions
of Austria, was an armistice of forty-five days, at
the end of which hostilities were again renewed.

In the action of Haag, the Archduke John,
whose credit in the army almost rivalled that of his
brother Charles, obtained considerable advantages ;
and, encouraged by them, he ventured on the 8d of
December 1800, two days afterwards, a great and de-
cisive encounter with. Moréau. This was the occa-
sion on which that general gained over the Austrians
the bloody and most important victory of Hohen-
linden, an achievement which did much to keep his
reputation for military talents abreast with that of the
First Consul himself. Moreau pursued his victory,
and obtained possession of Salzburg. At the same
time Augereau, at the head of the Gallo-Batavian
army, pressed forward into Bohemia; and Macdonald,
passing from the country of the Grisons'into the
Valteline, forced a division of his army across the
Mincio, and communicated with Massena and ihe
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French army in Italy. The Austrian affairs seem-
ed utterly desperate. The Archduke Charles was
again placed at the head of her forces, but they were
so totally discouraged, that a retreat on all points
was the only measure which could be executed.

Another and a final cessation of arms was now
the only resource of the Austrians ; and, in order to
obtain it, the Emperor was compelled to agree to
make a peace separate from his allies. Britain, in
consideration of the extremity to which her ally was
reduced, voluntarily relieved him from the engage-
ment by which he was restrained from doing so
without her participa.tion. An armistice shortly aft
terwards took place, and the Awustrians being now
‘sufficiently humbled, it was speedily followed by a
peace. Joseph Buonaparte, for this purpose, met
with the Austrian minister, Count Cobentzel, at
Luneville, where the negotiations were carried on.

There were two conditions of the treaty, which
were peculiarly galling to' the Emperor. Buona-
parte peremptorily exacted the cession of Tuscany,
the hereditary dominions of the brother of Francis,
which were to be given up to a prince of the House
of Parma, while the Archduke was to obtain an in=
demnity in Germany. The French Consul demand-
‘ed, with no less pertinacity, that Francis (though not
empowered to do so by the’ Germanic constitution)
should confirm the peace, as well in his caﬁacity of



NAPOGLEON BUONAPARTE. 293

Emperor of Germany, as in that of sovereign of his
own hereditary dominions. Thisdemand, frem which
Buonaparte would on no account depart, involved a
point of great difficulty and delicacy. One of the
principal clauses of the treaty included the cession
of the whole territories on the left bank of the Rhine
to the French Republic ; thereby depriving not only
‘Austria, but Prussia, and various other princes of
the Geerman empire, of their possessions in the dis-
tricts, which were now made over to France. It was
provided that the Princes who should suffer such
deprivations, were to be remunerated by indemnities,
as they were termed, to be allotted to them at the
expense of the Geermanic body in general. Now, the
Emperor had no power to authorize the alienation of
these fiefs of the empire, without consent of the Diet;
and this was strongly urged by his envoy.
Buonaparte was, however, determined to make -

peace on no other terms than those of the Emperor’s
giving away what was not his to bestow. Francis was
compelled to submit, and, as the necessity of the case
pleaded its apology, the act of the Emperor was af-
terwards ratified by the Diet. Except in these mor-
tifying claims, the submission to which plainly inti-
mated the want of power to resist compulsion, the
treaty of Luneville was not much more advantageous
to France than that of Campo Formio ; and the mo-
deration of the First Consul indicated at once his
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desire of peace upon the continent, and considerable
respect for the bravery and strength of Austria,
though enfeebled by such losses as those of Marengo
and Hohenlinden.

We have already noticed the disputes betwixt
France <and America, and the scandalous twrn of
the negotiations, by which the French Directory at-
tempted to bully or wheedle the United States out

- of a sum of money, which, in part at least, was to be
dedicated to their own private use. Since that time
the aggressions committed by the French on the
American navy had been so numerous, that the two
republics seemed about to go to war, and the United
States actually issued letters of marque for making
reprisals on the Frenchs: New communications and
negotiations, however, were opened, which Buona-
parte studied to bring to maturity. His brother
Joseph acted as negotiator, and on the $0th of Sep-
tember 1800, a convention was entered into, to sub-
sist for the space of eight years, agreeing on certain
modifications of the right of search, declaring that
commerce should be free between the countries, and
that the captures on either side, excepting such as
were contraband, and destined for an enemy’s har-
bour, should be mutually restored. Thus Buona-
parte restored peace between France and the United
States, and prevented the latter, in all probability,
from throwing themselves into a cloger union with:
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Britain, to which their common descent, with the si-
milarity of manners, language, and layws, overcoming
the recollection of recent hostilities, might have
otherwise strongly inclined them.

Still more important results were derived by Na-
poleon, from the address and political sagacify, with
which, in accommodating matters with the court of
‘Naples, he contrived to form what finally became a
strong and predominating inferest in the councils,
and'even the affections of a monarch, whose amity
was, of all others, the most'important to his plans.
The prince alluded to was the Emperor of Russia,
who had been, during the preceding year, the most
formidable and successful enemy encountered by
France since her revolution. A short resumption of
facts is necessary, to understand the circumstances in
which the negotiation with Naples originated.

When Buonaparte departed for Egypt, all Italy,
excepting Tuscany, and the dominions assigned to
Austria by the treaty of Campo Formio, was in the
hands of the French ; while Naples was governed by
the ephemeral Parthenopean Republic, and the city
of the Popes by that which assumed the superb title
of Roman. These authorities, however, were only
nominal 3 the French generals exercised the real
authority in both countries. Suddenly, and as if by
magie, this whole state of affairs was changed by the
Jmilitary talents of Suwarrow. The Austrians and
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Russians gained great successes in the north of Italy,
and General Macdonald found himself obliged to
evacuate Naples, and to concentrate the principal rc-
sistance of the French in Lombardy and Piedmont.
Cardinal Ruffo, a soldier, churchman, and politieian,
put himself at the head of a numerous body of ins
surgents, and commenced war against such French
troops as had been left in the south, and in the
middle of Italy. Thismovement was actively sup-
 ported by the British fleet. Lord Nelson recovered
Naples; Rome surrendered to Commodore Trow-
bridge. Thus, the Parthenopean and Roman repub-
lics were extinguished for ever. The royal family
returned to Naples, and that fine city and eountry
were once more a kingdom. Rome, the capital of the
world, was occupied by Neapolitan troops, generally
supposed the most indifferent of modern times.
Replaced in his richest territories by the allies,
the King of Naples was bound by every tie to as-
sist them in the campaign of 1800. He accordingly
sent an army into the March of Ancona, under the
command of Count Roger de Damas, who, with the
assistance of insurrectionary forces* among the in-
habitants, and a body of Austrians, was to clear

 These were, at this period, easily raised in any part of Italy.
The exactions of the French had entirely alienated the affections of
the natives, who had long since seen through their pretexts of afe
fording them the henefit of a free government, ©
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‘Luscany of the French.  Undeterred by the battle
of Marengo, the Count de Damas marched against
the French general Miollis, who commanded in
Tuscany, and sustained a defeat by him near Sienna.
Retreat became now necessary, the more especially as
the armistice which was entered into by Gengral Me-
las deprived the Neapolitans of any assistance from
‘the Austrians, and rendered. their whole expedition
utterly hopeless. They were not even included by
name in the armistice, and were thus left exposed to
the whole vengeance of the French. Damas retreat-
edinto the territories of the Church, which were still
occupied by the Neapolitan forces. The consequence
of these events was easily foreseen. The Neapoli-
tan troops, so soon as the French could find leisure
to look towards them, must be either destroyed en-
tirely, or driven back upon Naples, and that city
must be again forsaken by the royal family, happy
if they were once more able to make their escape to
Sicily, as on the former occasion.

At this desperate crisis, the Queen of the two
Sicilies took a resolution which seemed almost as des-
perate, and could only have been adopted by a wo-
man of a bold and decisive character. She resolved,
notwithstanding the severity of the season, to repair
in person to the court of the Emperor Paul, and
implore his intercession with the First Consul, in be-
Ralf of her hushand and his tervitories
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We have not hitherto mentioned, except cursorily,
the powerful prince whose mediation she implored.
The son and successor of the celebrated Catherine,
far from possessing the prudence and political sagaci-
ty of his mother, seemed rather to display the heady
passions’and imperfect judgment of his unfortunate«
father. He was capricious in the choice of his ob-
jects, pursuing for the time, with uncommon and irs.
regular zeal and pertinacity, projects which he after-
wards discarded and abandoned, swelling trifles of
dress or behaviour into matters of importance, and
neglecting, on the other hand, what was of real con-
sequence ;—governed, in short, rather by imagination
than by his reasoning qualities, and sometimes afford-
ing room to believe that he actually laboured undera.
partial aberration of mind. Such characters are often
to be met with in private society, the restraints of
which keep them within such limits, that they pass
through life without attracting much notice, unless
when creating a little mirth, or giving rise to some
passing wonder. But an absolute prince, possessed
of such a disposition, is like a giddy person placed
on the verge of a precipice, which would try the
soundest head, and must overpower a weak one.

The Emperor had first distinguished himself by
an energetic defence of the rights of sovereigns, and
a hatred of whatever belonged to or was connected
with the French Revolution, from a political maxim
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to the shape of a coat or a hat. The brother of
Louis XVI., and inheritor of his rights, found a re-
fuge in the Russian dominions ; and Paul, fond, as
most princes are, of military glory, promised himself
that of restoring the Bourbon dynasty by force of
arms. : =
., The train of victories acquired by Suwarrow was
well calculated to foster these original partialities of
the Emperor'; and, accordingly, while success conti-
nued to wait on his banners, he loaded his general
with marks of his regard, elevated him to the rank of
a prince, and conferred on him the title of Italinsky,
or Italicus. W

The very first and only misfortune which befell Su.
warrow, seems to have ruined him in the opinion of
his' capricious master. The defeat of Korsakow by
Massena, near Zurich, had involved Suwarrow in
great momentary danger, as he advanced into Swit-
zerland, reckoning on the support of that general,
whose disaster left his right uncovered. Now, al-
though Suwarrow saved his army on this occasion
by a retreat, which required equal talent to that which
achieved his numerous victories, yet the bare fact of
his having received a check, was sufficient to ruin
him with his haughty sovereign. Paul was yet more
offended with the conduct of the Austrians. The
Archduke Charles having left Switzerland to descend
mto Germany, had given occasion and opportunity

a



800 LIFE OF

for Massena to cross the Limmat and surprise Kor-
sakow ; and this, notwithstanding every explanation
and apology, rankled in the mind of the Czar. He
recalled his armies from the frontiers of Germany,
and treated his veteran and victorious general with
such mérks of neglect and displeasure, that the old
man’s heart sunk under them.

In the meanwhile, Paul gathered up farther sub-
jects of complaint against the Austrian government,
and complained of their having neglected to provide
for some Russian prisoners, under a capitulation
which they made in behalf of their own, at the sur-
render of Ancona to the French.

The Austrians could not afford to lose so power-
ful and efficient an ally in the day of their adversity.
They endeavoured to explain, that the movement of
the Archduke Charles was inevitably necessary, in
consequence of an invasion of the Austrian territory
—they laid the blame of the omission of the Russians
in the capitulation upon the commandant Freelich,
and offered to place him under arrest. The Em-
peror of Austria even proposed, in despite of the
natural pride which is proper to his distinguished
House, to place Suwarrow at the head of the Aus-
trian armies,—a proffer which, if it had been accept-
ed, might have given rise to an extraordinary strug-
gle betwixt the experience, determination, and war-
like skill of the veteran Scythian, and the formidable



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 301

talents of Buonaparte, and which perhaps contain-
ed the only chance which Europe possessed at the
time, of opposing to the latter a rival worthy of
himself; for Suwarrow had never yet been conquer-
ed, and possessed an irresistible influence over the
thinds of his soldiers. These great generals, how-
ever, were not destined ever to decide the fate of the
world by their meeting.

Suwarrow, a Russian in all his feelings, broke hls»
heart, and died under the unmerited dlspleasure‘of his
Emperor, whom he had served with so much fidelity.
If the memory of his unfortunate sovereign were to
be judged of according to ordinary rules, his conduct
towards his distinguished subject would have left on
it an indelible stigma. As it is, the event must pass
as' another proof; that the Emperor Paul was not
amenable, from the construction of his understand-
ing and temperament, to the ordinary rules of cen-
sure. -

Meanwhile, the proposals of Austria were in vain.
The Czar was not to be brought back to his former
sentiments. He was like a spoiled child, who, tired
of his favourite toy, seems bent to break asunder
and destroyswhat was lately the dearest object of his
affection.

‘When such a character as Paul changes his opi-
nion of his friends, he generally runs into the oppo-
site extreme, and alters also his thoughts of his ene-
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mies. Like his father, and others whose imagination
is indiﬂ’eréntly regulated, the Czar had need of some
one of whom to make his idol. The extravagant ad-
miration which the Emperor Peter felt for Frederick
" of Prussia, could not well be entertained for any one
now alive, unless it were the First Consul of France?
and on him, therefore, Paul was now disposed to
turn his eyes with a mixture of wonder, and of a wish
to imitate what he wondered at. This extravagance
of admiration is a passion natural to some minds, (ue-
ver strong ones,) and may be compared to that ten-
dency which others have to be in love all their lives,
in defiance of advancing age and other obstacles.
‘When Paul was beginning to entertain this hu-
mour, the arrival of the Queen of Sicily at his eourt
gave him a graceful and even dignified opportunity
to approach towards a connexion with Napoleon
Buonaparte. His pride, too, must have been grati-
fied by seeing the daughter of the renowned Maria
Theresa, the sister of the Emperor of Austria, at his
court, of St Petersburgh, soliciting from the Czar of
Russia the protection which her brother was totally
unable to afford her ; and a successful interference in
her behalf would be a kind of insult to the misfortunes
of that brother, against whom, as we have noticed,
Paul nourished resentful feelings. He therefore re-
solved to open a communication with France, in be-
half of the royal family of Naples. Lewinshoff, Grand
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Huntsman of Russia, was dispatched to make the
overtures of mediation. He was received with the
utmost distinction at Paris, and Buonaparte made
an instant and graceful concession to the request of
the Emperor Paul. The First Consul agreed to sus-
>pend his military operations against Naples, and to
leave the royal family in possession of their sove-
: reignty ; reserving to himself, however, the right of
dictating the terms under which he was to grant
them such an amnesty. »
It was time that some effectual interposition should
take place in defence of the King of Naples, who,
though he had around him a nation individually
brave and enthusiastic, was so ill-served, that his re-
gular army was in the worst and most imperfect state
of discipline. Murat, to whom Buonaparte had com-
mitted the task of executing his vengeance on Naples,
had already crossed the Alps, and placed himself at
the head of an army of ten thousand chosen men;
aforce then judged sufficient notenly todrive the Nea-
politan general Damas out of the Ecclesiastical States,
but to pursue him as far as Naples, and occupy that
beautiful capital of a prince, whose regular army con-
sisted of more than thirty thousand soldiers, and whose
irregular forces might have been increased to any
number by the mountaineers of Calabria; who form
excellent light troops, and by the numerous Lazzaroni
,of Naples, who had displayed their valour against
10
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Championet, upon the first invasion of the Frenci.

But the zeal of a nation avails little when the spirit

of the government bears no proportion to it. The

government of Naples dreaded the approach of Mu-

rat as that of the Angel of Death ; and they received

the news that Lewinshoff had joined the French ge-’
neral at Florence, as a condemned criminal might
have heard the news of a reprieve. The Russian

envoy was received with distinguished honours at

Florence. Murat appeared at the theatre with Lew-

inshoff, where the Italians, who had so lately seen

the Russian and French banners placed in bloody

opposition to each other, now beheld them formally

united in presence of these dignitaries ; in sign, it

was said, that the two nations were combined for the

peace of the world and general benefit of humanity.

Untimely augury ! How often after that period did

these standards meet in the bloodiest fields history

ever recorded ; and what a long and desperate strug-
gle was yet in reserve ere the general peace so boldly

* predicted was at length restored !

The respect paid by the First Consul to the wishes
of Paul, saved for the present the royal family of
Naples ; but Murat, nevertheless, made them expe-
rience a full portion of the bitter cup which the van-
quished are generally doomed to swallow. General
Damas was commanded in the haughtiest terms to
evacuate the Roman States, and not to presume tos

11
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claim any benefit from the armistice which had been
extended to the Austrians. At the same time, while
the Neapolitans were thus compelled hastily to eva-
cuate the Roman territories, general surprise was ex-
hibited, when, instead of marching to Rome, and re~
establishing the authority of the Roman Repubhc,
Murat, according to the orders which he had recei-
ved from the First Consul, carefully respected the
territory of the Church, and reinstalled the officers
of the Pope in what had been long termed the patri-
mony of St Peter’s. This unexpected turn of cir-
cumstances originated in high policy on the part of
Buonaparte.

We certainly do Napoleon no injustice in sup-
posing, that personally he had little or no influen-
tial sense of religion. Some obscure yet rooted doc-
trines of fatality, seem, so far as we can judge, to
have formed the extent of his metaphysical creed.
‘We can scarce’ term him even a deist; and he was
an absolute stranger to every modification of Chris-
tian belief and worship. .But he saw and valued the
use of a national religion as an engine of state policy.
In Egypt, he was desivous of being thought an en-
voy of Heaven; and though uncircumcised, drink-
ing wine and eating pork, still claimed to be account-
ed a follower of the law of the Prophet. He had
pathetically expostulated with the Turks on their
hostility towards him. 'The French, he said, had

VOL. 1V. 15
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ceased to be followers of Jesus; and now that
they were almost, if not altogether, Moslemah, would
the true believers make war on those who had over-
thrown the-cross, dethroned the Pope, and extirpa-
ted the order of Malta, the sworn persecutors of the
Moslem faith? On his return to France, all this
was to be forgotten, or only remembered as a trick
played upon the infidels. He was, as we have said,
aware of the necessity of a national faith to support
the civil government; and as, while in Egypt, he
affected to have destroyed the Catholic religion in
honour of that of Mahomed, so, returned to Europe,
he was now desirous to become the restorer of the
temporal territories of the Pope, in order to obtain
such a settlement of church affairs in France, as
might procure for his own government the counte-
nance of the Sovereign Pontiff, and for himself an
admission into the pale of Christian princes. This
:restituti’on was in some measure consistent with his
policy in 1798, when he had spared the temporalities
of the Holy See. Totally indifferent as Napoleon
was to religion in his personal capacity, his whole
conduct shows his sense ofvits i importance to the ex-
istence of a settled and peaceful state of society.
Besides evacuating the Ecclesiastical States, the
Neapolitans were compelled by Murat to restore
various paintings, statues, and other objects of art,
which they' had, in imitation of Buonaparte, talen
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foreibly from the Romans,—so captivating is the in-
fluence of bad example. A French army of about
eighteen thousand men was to be quartered in Cala-
bria, less for the purpose of enforcing the conditions
of peace; than to save France the expense of support-
fng the troops, and to have them stationed where
they might be embarked for Egypt at the shortest
notice. The harbours of the Neapolitan dominions
- were of course to be closed against the English. A
cession of part of the isle of Elba, and the relinquish-
ment of all pretensions upon Tuscany, summed up
the sacrifices of the King of Naples, who, consider-
mg how often he had braved Napoleon, had great
reason to thank the Emperor of Russia for his effec-
tual mediation in his favour. i
These various measures respecting foreign rela-
tions, the treaty of Luneville, the acquisition. of the
good-will of the Emperor Paul, the restoration of
Rome to the Pope’s authority, and the mildness of
the penalty inflicted on the King of Naples, seemed
all to spring from a sound and moderate system, the
object of which was rather the consolidation of Na-
poleon’s government, than any wish to extend its in-
fluence or its conquests. - His plans, in after times,
often exhibited a mixture of the greatest good sense
and prudence, with rash and splenetic explosions of
an over-eager ambition, or a temper irritated by op-
position ; butitis to be remembered that Buonaparte

a
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was not yet so firm in the authority which he had
but just aequired, as to encourage any display of the
infirmities of his mind and temper. ;

- His behaviour towards Portugal was, however,
of a character deviating from the moderation he had
in general displayed. Portugal, the ancient and
faithful ally of England, was on that account the,
especial object of the First Consul's displeasure. He,
therefore, demanded of the King of Spain, who,
since the peace between the countries, had been the
submissive vassal of Trance, to declare war on the
Prince Regent of Portugal, although the hushand
of his daughter.  War accordmgly was declared,
in obedience to' the mandate of the First Consul,
and the Spanish armies, together with an auxiliary
" army of French under Leclere, entered Portugal,
took Olivenza and Almeida, and compelled the Prince
Regent, 6th of June 1801, to sign a treaty, enga-
ging to shut his ports against the English, and sur-
rendering to Spain, Olivenza, and other places on the
frontier of the Guadiana. Buonaparte was highly
discontented with this treaty, to which he would not
accede ; and he refused, at the same time, to with-
draw from Spain the army of Leclerc. On the 29th
‘September, he condescended to grant Portugal peace
under some additional terms, which were not in them~
selves of much consequence, although the overbear-
ing and peremptory conduct which he exhibited
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leon, with the policy exercised by Talleyrand and
Fouché, and the other statesmen of ability whom he
had called into administration, and who desired at
all events to put an end to further revolutionary
movements—but, above all, the victory of Marengo,
had at once created and attached to the person of
,the Chief Consul an immense party, which might
be said to comprehend all those, who, being neither
decided Royalists nor determined Republicans, were
indifferent about the form of the government, so they
found ease and protection while living under it.
But; on the other hand, the heads of the two fac-
tions continued to exist; and, as the power of the First
Consul became at once more absolute and more con-
solidated, it grew doubly hateful and formidable to
them. His political existence was a total obstruction
to the systems of both parties, and yet one which it
was impossible to remove. - There was no national
council left, in which the authority of the First Consul
could be disputed, or his measures impeached. The
strength of his military power bid defiance alike to
popular commotions, if the Democrats had yet pos-
sessed the means of exerting them, and to the scatter-
ed bands of the Royalist insurgents.” What chance
remained for ridding themselves of the autocrat, in
whom the Republicans saw a dictator, the Royalists
an usurper? None, save that, b(\eing mortal, Napoleon
*was subject to be taken off by assassination.

¢
* -
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The Demaocrats were naturally the first to medi-
tate an enterprize of this nature. The right of ta-
king off a tyrant was, according to their creed, as
proper to any private citizen as to those who oppo-
sed him armed in the field.  The act of Harmodius
and Aristogiton—the noble deed of Brutus and his’
associates—were consecrated in history, and esteem~,
ed so congenial to the nature of a free constitution,
that the Convention, on the motion of Jean de Brie,
had at one time determined to raise 2 legion of assas-
sins, armed with poniards, who should devote them-
selves to the pious task of exterminating all foreign
princes, statesmen, and ministers—in short, all who
were accounted the foes of freedom, without pity or
distinetion. In a party entertaining such principles,
there could be no scruple on the score of morality;
and where they had been so lately professed by thou-
sands, it seemed natural that, amid the multitude,
they must have made a deep impression on some
enthusiastic and gloomy disposition, which might be
easily provoked to act upon them.

It is no wonder, therefore, that some obscure Ja-
cobins should have early nourished the purpose of
assassinating Napoleon, as the enemy of his coun-
try’s freedom, and the destroyer of her liberties; but
it is singular, that most of the conspirators against
his person were Italians. Arena, brother of the de-
puty who was said to have aimed a dagger at Buona-
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temptible wretches,” he said, in something like a re-
newal of his Egyptian vein, ¢ had no power to com-
mit the crime they meditated. Besides ‘the assist-
ance of the whole audience, I had with me a piquet
of my brave guard, from whom the wretches could
ot have borne a look.” So ended this singular dis-
course; and it is remarkable that neither were the
circumstances of the plot made public, nor the con-
spirators punished, till the more memorable attempt
on Napoleon's life by the Royalists. .

The Royalists, as a party, had far more interest
with Buonaparte than the Democrats. The former
approved of the principles and form of his govern-
ment,—it was only necessary for their conversion,
that they should learn to endure his person ; where-
as the Jacobins being equally averse to the office to
which he aspired, to his power, and to himself, there
were no hopes of their being brought to tolerate either
the monarch or the man. Of the latter, therefore,
Napoleon entertained equal dislike and distrust ;
while, from obvious causes, his feelings towards the
former were in some measure friendly.

The Royalists, too, for some time entertained a
good opinion of Buonaparte, and conceived that he
intended, in his own time and his own way, to act
in behalf of the exiled royal family. The enthu-
siastic of the party were at a loss to conceive that
the throne of France should be again erected, and
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that any one but a Bourbon should dare to ascend
it. It seemed to them impossible that the monar-
chy should revive without the restoration of the legi-
timate monarch, and they could not believe that
a Corsican soldier of fortune would meditate an -
usurpation, or that France would be for a moment
tolerant of his pretensions. The word liberty had,
indeed, misled the people of France for a time, but,
that illusion being dissipated, their natural love to
the royal race would, return like a reviving spring,
and again run in its old channel. §

So general was the belief among this class, that
Buonaparte meditated the restoration of the Bour-
bons, that several agents of the family made their
way so far as to sound his own mind upon the sub-
ject.  Louis himself, afterwards X VIII., addressed
to the First Consul a letter of the following tenor :—
* You cannot achieve the happiness of France with-
out my restoration, any more than I can ascend the
throne which is my right, without your co-operation.
Hasten then to complete the good work, which
none but you can accomplish, and name the rewards
which you claim for your friends.”

Buonaparte answered the letter with cold c1v1hty
He esteemed the person, he said, and pitied the mis-
fortunes, of his Royal Highness the Compte de
Provence, and should be glad to assist him, did an
opportunity permit. But as his Royal Highness
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could not he restored to France, save at the expense
of an hundred thousand lives, it was an enterprise
in which he, Buonaparte, must decline to aid him.

A less direct, and more artful course, is said te
have been attempted, by the mission of the Duchesse
de Guiche, one of the most beautiful and pleasing
women of the time, who, obtaining permission to
come to Paris under pretext of her private affairs,
was introduced at the Tuilleries, and delighted Jo-
sephine with the elegance of her manners. Napo-
leon did not escape the fascination, but the instant
she touched on the subject of politics, the interest-
ing Duchesse received an order to quit Paris.

As soon as the Royalists discovered, by the failure
of these and similar applications, as well as by the
gradual tendency of Buonaparte’s measures, that the
restoration of the Bourbons was the thing farthest
from his purpose, their disappointment exasperated
them against the audacious individual, whose single
person seemed now the only obstacle to that event.
Monarchical power was restored, in spirit at least, if
not in form ; was it to be endured, the more zealous
followers of the Bourbons demanded of each other,
that it should become the prize of a military wsurp-
er? This party, as well as that of the Jacobins, con-
taimed doubtless many adherents, whom the enthu-
siasm of their political principles disposed tor serve
their cause, even at the expense of great crimes.
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low description, remarkable as actors in the wars of
the Chouans, of whom the leaders were named Car-
bon and St Regent. It was a machine consisting of a
barrel of gunpowder, placed on a cart to which it
was strongly secured, and charged with grape-shot
so disposed around the barrel, as to be dispersed in
every direction by the explosion. The fire was to
be communicated by a slow match. It was the pur-
pose of the conspirators, undeterred by the indiseri-
minate slaughter which such a discharge must occa-
sion, to place the machine in the street through
which the First Consul was to go to the Opera, ha=
ving contrived that it should explode, exactly as his
carriage should pass the spot; and, strange to say,
this stratagem, which seemed as uncertain as it was
atrbcious, was within an hair’s-breadth of success.
On the evening of the 10th October 1800, Buo-
naparte has informed us, that though he himself fel
a strong desire to remain at home, his wife and one
or two intimate friends insisted that he should go to

attention of the police, and that they were arrested. It does not ap-
pear by what means the Royalists became Privy to the Jacobin plot,
nor is the story in' all its parts very probable; yet it would seem
it must be partly true, since the attempt by means of the infernal
machine was at first charged upon the Jacobins, in consequence of
Chevalier’s being known to have had Some scheme in agitation, to
be executed by similar means, in the course of the previous year.
5
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the Opera. He was slumbering under a canopy when

they awaked him. One brought his hat, another his

sword. He was in a manner forced into his carriage,

where he again slumbered, and was dreaming of the

danger which he had escaped in an attempt to pass

the river Tagliamento some years before. On a sud-_
den he awaked amidst thunder and flame.

The cart bearing the engine, which was placed in the
street St Nicaise, intercepted the progress of the Chief
Consul’s coach,which passed it with some difficulty. St
Regent had fired the match atrthe appointed instant ;
but the coachman, who chanced to be somewhat in-
toxicated, driving unusually fast, the carriage had
passed the machine two seconds before the explosion
took place ; and that almost imperceptible fraction of
time was enough to save the life which was aimed at.
The explosion was terrible. Two or three houses
were greatly damaged—twenty persons killed, and
about fifty-three wounded ; among the latter was the
incendiary St Regent. The report was heard several
leagues from Paris. Buonaparte instantly exclaimed
to Lannes and Bessieres, who were in the carriage,
« We are blown up !> The attendants would have
stopped the coach, but with more presence of mind -
he commanded them to drive on, and arrived in safety
at the Opera; his coachman during the whole time
never discovering what had happened, but concei-

YOL. IV. X
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rolls of the National Convention. These men were so
generally hated, as connected with the atrocious scenes
during the reign of Robespierre, that the unpopu-
larity of their characters excused the irregularity of
the proceedings against them, and their fate was view-
ed with complacency by many, and with indifference
by all. In the end, the First Consul became so per-
suaded of the political insignificance of these relics
of Jacobinism, (who, in fact, were as harmless as the
fragments of a bomb-shell after its explosion,) that
the decree of deportation was never enforced against
them ; and Felix Lepelletier, Chaudieu, Talot, and
their companions, were allowed to live obscurely in
France, watched closely by the police, and under the
condition that they should not venture to approach
Paris.

The actual conspirators were proceeded against
with severity. Chevalier and Veycer, Jacobins, said
to have constructed the original model of the infernal
machine, were tried before a military commission,
condemned to be shot, and suffered death accord-
ingly. :

Arena, Ceraschi, Lie Brun, and Demerville, were
tried before the ordinary court of criminal judieature,
and condemned by the voice of a jury ; although there
was little evidence against them, save that os their
accomplice Harel, by whom they had been betrayed.
They also were executed. > e
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At a later period, Carbon and St Regent, Royal-

ists, the agents in the actual attempt of 10th October,

" were also tried, condemned, and put to death. Some
persons tried for the same offence were acquitted ; and
justice seems to have been distributed with an impar-
tiality unusual in France since the Revolution.

But Buonaparte did not design that the conse-
quences of these plots should end with the deaths of
the wretches engaged in them. It afforded an op-
portunity not to be neglected to advance his principal
object, which was the erection of France into a despo-
tic kingdom, and the possessing himself of uncontrol-
led power over the lives, properties, thoughts, and opi-
nions, of those who were born his fellow-subjects, and
of whom the very meanest but lately boasted himself
his equal. He has himself expressed his purpose
respecting the Constitution of the year Eight, or
Consular Government, in words dictated to Greneral
Gourgaud.

% The ideas of Napoleon were fixed ; but the aid
of time and events were necessary for their realiza-
tion. = The organization of the Consulate had pre-
sented nothing in contradiction to them s it taught
unanimity, and that was the first step. =~ This point
gained; Napoleon was quite indifferent as to the form
and denominations of the several constituted bodies.
He was a stranger to the Revolution. It was natu-
ral that the will of these men, who had followed it
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through all its phases, should prevail in questions as
difficult as they were abstract. The wisest plan was
to go on from day to day—Dby the polar star by which
Napoleon meant to guide the Revolution to the
haven he desired.” g : ;

* If there is anything obscure in this passage, it
received but too luminous a commentary from the
course of Buonaparte’s actions ; all of which tend to
show that he embraced the Consular government as
a mere temporary arrangement, caleulated to prepare
the minds of the French nation for his ulterior views
of ambition, as young colts are ridden with a light
bridle until they are taught by degrees to endure the
curb and bit, or as water-fowl taken in a decoy are
first introduced within a wider circuit of wets, in or-
der to their being gradually brought within that strict
enclosure where they are made absolute prisoners.
He tells us in plain terms, he let the revolutionary
sages take their own way in arranging the constitu-
tion ; determined, without regarding the rules they
laid down on the chart, to steer his course by one
fixed point to one desired haven. That polar star
was his own selfish interest—that haven was despotic
power. What he considered as most for his own in-
terest, he was determined to consider as the govern-
ment most suited for France also. Perhaps he may
have persuaded himgelf that he was actually s&‘ving
His country as well as himself; and, indeed, justly
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considered, he was in both instances equally grievous-
ly mistaken. -

With the views which he entertamed the Chief
Consul regarded the conspiracies against his life as
affording a pretext for extending his power too favour-
able to be neglected. These repeated attacks on the
Head of the state made it desirable that some mode
should be introduced of trying such offences, briefer
and more arbitrary than the slow forms required by
ordinary jurisprudence. The prompt and speedy
justice to be expected from a tribunal freed from the

«ordinary restraint of formalities and juries, was stated
to be more necessary on account of the state of the
public roads, infested by bands called Chauffeurs,
who stopped the public carriages, intercepted the
communications of commerce, and became so formi-
dable, that no public coach was permitted to leave
Paris without a military guard of at least four sol-
diers on the roof. = This was used as a strong addi-
tional reason for constituting a special Court of Ju-
dicature,

Buonaparte could be at no loss for models of such
an institution. As hero of the Revolution, he had
succeeded to the whole arsenal of revolutionary wea-
pous forged in the name of Liberty, to oppress the
dearest rights of humanity. He had but to select
that which best suited him, and to mould it to the
temper of the times, The country which had so long
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excellent and spirited book on German manners and
literature, in which, unhappily, there was no men-
tion of the French nation, or its supreme chief,
Madame de Stael's work was seized by the police,
and she was favoured with a line from Fouché, ac-
quainting her that the air of France did not suit her
‘health, and inviting her to leave it with all conve-
nient speed. While in exile from Paris, which she
accounted her country, the worthy Prefect of Geneva
suggested a mode by which she might regain favour.
An ode on the birth of the King of Rome, was re-
commended as the means of conciliation. Madame
de Stael answered, she should limit herself to wishing
him a good nurse; and hecame expoéed to new rigours,
even extending to the friends who ventured to visit
her in her exile. So general was the French influ-
ence all over Europe, that, to shelter herself from
the persecutions by which she was everywhere fol-
lowed, she was at length obliged to escape to Eng-
land, by the remote way of Russia. Chenier, author
of the Hymn of the Marseilloise, though formerly
the panegyrist of General Buonaparte, became, with
other literary persons who did not bend low enough
to his new dignity, objects of persecution to the Firsg
Consul. The childish pertinacity with which Napo-
leon followed up such unreasonable piques, belongs
indeed, chiefly, to the history of the Emperor, but it
;howed its hlossoms carlier. The power of indulging
VOL. IV, Mgy
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such petty passions, goes, in a great measure, to fos-
ter and encourage their progress; and in the case of
Buonaparte, this power, great in itself, was increa-
sed by the dangerous facilities which the police offer-
ed, for gratifying the spleen, or the revenge, of the
offended sovereign.

Another support, of a very different kind, and
grounded on the most opposite principles, was afford-
ed to the rising power of Napoleon, through the re-
establishment of religion in France, by his treaty
with the Pope, called the Concordat. Two great
steps had been taken towards this important point,
by the edict opening the churches, and renewing the
exercise of the Christian religion, and by the resto-
ration of the Pope to his temporal dominions, after
the battle of Marengo. The further objects to be
attained were the sanction of the First Consul’s go-
vernment by the Pontiff on the one hand, and, on the
other, the re-cstablishment of the rights of the church
in France, so far as should be found consistent with
the new order of things.

This important treaty was managed by Joseph
Buonaparte, who, with three colleagues, held con-
ferences for that purpose with the plenipotentiaries of
the Pope. The ratifications were exchanged on the
18th of September 1801 ; and when they were pub-
lished, it was singular to behold how submissively
the once proud See of Rome lay prostrated before
the power of Buonaparte, and how absolutely he
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must have dictated all the terms of the treaty. Every
article innovated on some of those rights and claims,
which the Church of Rome had for ages asserted as
the unalienable privileges of her infallible head.
> L It was provided, that the Catholic religion
should be freely exercised in France, acknowledged
*ag the national faith, and its service openly prac-
tised, subject to such regulations of police as the
French government should judge necessary. I1. The
Pope, in concert with the French government, was
to make a new division of dioceses, and to require of
the existing bishops even the resignation of their
sees, should that be found necessary to complete the
new arrangement. III. The sees which should be-
eome vacant by such resignation, or by deprivation,
in case a voluntary abdication was refused, as also
all future vacancies, were to be filled up by the Pope,
on nominations proceeding from the French govern-
ment. IV. The new bishops were to take an oath
of fidelity to the government, and to observe a ritual,
in which there were to be especial forms of prayer for
the Consuls. V. The church-livings were to undergo
a new division, and the bishops were to nominate to
them, but only such persons as should be approved
by the government. VI. The government was to
make suitable provision for the national clergy, while
_the Pope expressly renounced all right competent to
him and his successors, to>hallenge or dispute the
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sales of church property which had been made since
the Revolution.

Such was the celebrated compact, by which Pius
VII. surrendered to a soldier, whose name was five
or six years before unheard of in Europe, those high
claims to supremacy in spiritual affairs, which his
predecessors had maintained for so many ages against
the whole potentates of Euroi)e. A puritan might
have said of the Power seated on the Seven Hills—
<« Babylon is fallen, it is fallen that great city !”
The more rigid Catholics were of the same opinien.
The Concordat, they alleged, showed rather the
abasement of the Roman hierarchy than the re-erec-
tion of the Gallic church.

The proceedings against the existing bishops of
France, most of whom were of course emigrants, were
also but little edifying. Acting upon the article of
the Concordat already mnoticed, and caused, as the
letter itself states, ¢ by the exigencies of the times,
which exercises its violence éven on.us,” the Pope
required of each of these reverend persons, by an
especial mandate, to accede to the compact, by sur-
rendering his see, as therein provided. The order
was peremptory in its terms, and an answer was
demanded within fifteen days. The purpose of this
haste was to prevent consultation or combination,
and to place before each bishop, individually, the
choice of compliance, thereby gaining a right to be
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provided -for in the new hiei'archy; or of refusal,
in which case the Pope would be obliged to declare
the see vacant, in conformity to his engagement with
Buonaparte.

The bishops in general declined complla.nce with
3 request, which, on the part of the Pope, was evi-
dently made by compulsion. They offered to lay
‘their resignation at his Holiness's feet, so'soon as
they should be assured that there was regular canon-
ical provision made for filling up their sees; but
they declined, by any voluntary act of theirs, to
give countenance to the surrender of the rights of
the church implied in the Concordat, and preferred
exile and poverty o any provision which they might
obtain, by consenting to compromise the privileges of
the hierarchy. These proceedings greatly increased
the unpopularity of the Concordat among the more
zealous Catholics.

Others of that faith there were, who, though they
considered the new system as very imperfect, yet
thought it might have the effect of preserving' in
France some sense of the Christian religion, which,
under the total disuse of public worship, stood a
chance of being entirely extinguished in the minds
of the rising generation. They remembered, that
though the Jews in the days of Esdras shed tears of
natural sorrow when they beheld the inferiority of
the second Temple, yet I’ro.vidence had sanction-
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laughed 2t the idea of a free constitution. * The only
free constitution necessary,” he said, * or useful, was
a good civil code;” not considering, or choosing to
have it considered, that the best system of laws,
when held by no better guarantee than the pleasure
of an arbitrary prince and his council of state, is as
insecure as the situation of a pearl suspended by a
single hair. Let us do justice to Napoleon, however,
by acknowledging, that he encountered with manly
firmness the gigantic labour of forming a code of in-
stitutions, which, supplying the immense variety of
provincial laws that existed in the different depart-
ments of France, and suppréssing the partial and
temporary regulations made in the various political
crises of the Revolution, were designed to be the
basis of a uniform national system. For this purpose,
an order of the Consuls convoked Messrs Portalis,
Tronchet, Bigot, Preamenu, and Maleville, Juris-
consults of the highest character, and associated
them with the Minister of Justice, Cambaceres, in
the task of adjusting and reporting a plan for a ge-
neral system of jurisprudence. The progress and ter-
mination of this great work will be hereafter noticed.
The Chief:Consul himself took an active part in the
deliberations. s
An ordinance, eminently well qualified to heal th
civil wounds of France, next manifested the talents

of Buonaparte, and, as men hoped, his moderation.
;
L

5
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Thig was the general amnesty granted to the emi-
grants. A decree of the senate, 26th April 1801,
permitted the return of these unfortunate persons to
France, providing they did so, and took the oath of
fidelity to government, within a certain period. There
were, however, five classes of exceptions, containing
such as seemed too deeply and strongly pledged to
the house of Bourbon, ever to reconcile themselves’
to the government of Buonaparte. “Such were, 1st,
Those who had been chiefs of bodies of armed royal-
ists ;—2d, Who had held rank in the armies of the
allies ;—3d, Who had belonged to the household of
the princes of the bload;—4th, Who had been agents
or encouragers of foreign or domestic war;—5th, The
generals and admirals, together with the representa-
tives of the people, who had been guilty of treason
against the Republic, together with the prelates, who
declined to resign their sees in terms of the Concor-
dat. It was at the same time declared, that not more
than five hundred in all should be excepted from the
amnesty. Buonaparte truly judged, that the mass of
emigrants, thus winnowed and purified from all who
had been leaders, exhausted in fortune, and wearied
out by exile, would in general be grateful for permis-
sion to return to France, and passive, nay, contented
and attached subjects of his dominion ; and the event
in & great measure, if not fully, justified his expecta-
tions. Such part of their property as had not been
e

o
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sold, was directed to be restored to them s but they
were subjected to the special superintendance of the
police for the space of ten years after their return.
With similar and most laudable attention to the
duties of his high office, Buonapaste founded plans
*of education, and particularly, with Mongé’s assist-
ancey established the Polytechnic school, which has
" produced so many men of talent. He inquired anxi-
ously into abuses, and was particularly active in cor-
recting those which had crept into the prisons during
the Revolution, where great tyranny was exercised by
monopoly of provisions, and otherwise. In amending
such evils, Buonaparte, though not of kingly birth,
showed a mind worthy of the rank to which he had
ascended. Itis only to be regretted, that in what in-
terfered with his personal wishes or interest, he uni-
formly failed to manifest the sound and correct views,
which on abstract questions he could form so clearly.
Other schemes of a public character were held out
as occupying the attention of the Chief Consul. Like
Augustus, whose situation his own in some measure
resembled, Napoleon endeavoured, by the magnifi-
cence of his projects for the improvement of the state,
to withdraw attention from his inroads upon public
freedom. The inland navigation of Languedoc was
to be completed, and a canal, joining the river Yonne
to the Saonne, was to connect the south part of the
| republic so completely with the north, as to establish
L ]
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talents and fortunes of one man. Not only was
France in secure possession, by the treaty of Lune-
ville, of territories extending to the banks of the
Rhine, but the surroundirig nations were, under
the plausible names of protection or alliance, as
submissive to her government as if they had made
integral parts of her dominions. Holland, Switzer--
lg;,nd, and Italy, were all in a state of subjection to
her will ; Spain, like a puppet, moved but at her
signal ; Austria was broken-spirited and dejected ;
Prussia still remembered her losses in the first revo-
lutionary war ; and Russia, who alone could be con-
sidered as unmoved by any fear of France, was yet in
a situation to be easily managed, by flattering and
cajoling the peculiar temper of the Emperor Paul. :
We have already\observed, that Buonaparte had
artfully availed himself of the misunderstanding be-
tween Austria and Russia, to insinuate himself into
the good graces of the Czar. The disputes hetween
Russia and England gave him still further advan-
tages over the mind of that incautious monarch.
The refusal of Britain to cede the almost impreg-
nable fortress of Malta, and with it the command of
the Mediterranean, to a power who was no longer
friendly, was aggravated by her declining to admit
Russian prisoners into the cartel of exchange betwixt
the French and British. Buonaparte contrived to

o
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make his approaches to the Czar in a manner caleu.
lated to bear upon both these subjects of grievance.
He presented to Paul, who affected to be considered
as the Grand Master of the Order of St John of Je.

-rusalem, the sword given by the Pope to the heroic
John de la Valette, who was at the head of the Order

* during the celebrated defence of Malta against the
Turks. With the same view of placing his own con-
duct in a favourable contrast with that of Great Bri-
tain, he new-clothed and armed eight or nine thou-
sand Russian prisoners, and dismissed them freely, in
token of his personal esteem for the character of the
Emperor:

A more secret and scandalous mode of acquiring
interest is said to have been attained, through the at-
tachment of the unfortunate Prince to a French ac-
tress of talents and beauty, who had been sent from
Paris for the express purpose of acquiring his affec-
tions. From these concurring reasons, Paul began
now openly to manifest himself as the warm friend
of France, and the bitter enemy of Britain. In
the former capacity, he had the weak and unworthy
complaisance to withdraw the hospitality which he
had hitherto afforded to the relics of the "ﬁoyal
Family of Bourbon, who were compelled to remove
from Mittau, where they had been hitherto permitted

, to reside. s
90
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To gratify lis pique against England, Paul gave
hearing at least to a magnificent scheme, by which
Buonaparte proposed to accomplish the destruction
of the British power in India, which he had in vain
hoped to assail by the possession of Egypt. The:
scheme was now to be effected by the union of the
French and Russian troops, which were to force their °
way to British India overland, through the kingdom

“of Persia; and aplan of such a campaign was seri-
ously in agitation. Thirty-five thousand French were
to descend the Danube into the Black Sea; and
then, being wafted across that sea and the sea of
Azof, were to march by land to the banks of the
Wolga. Here they were again to. be embarked, and

_descend the river to Astracan, and from thence

“were to cross the Caspian Sea to Astrabad, where
they were to be joined by a Russian army, equal in
force to their own. It was thought that, marching
through Persia by Herat, Ferah, and Candahar, the
Russo-Gallic army might reach the Indus in forty-
five days from Astrabad. This gigantic project would
scarce have been formed by any less daring genius
thanWNapoleon; nor could any prince, with a brain
less ‘infirm than Paul’s, have agreed to become his
tool in so extraordinary an undertaking, from which
France was to derive all the advantage.

A nearer mode of inj;wing the interests of Eng-
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for the blood of hex brave children, were to be restored
to those from whom they had been wrested. The im-
portant possessions of Ceylon in the East, and Tri-
nidad in the West Indies, were the only part of her
conquests which England retained. The integrityof
her ancient ally, Portugal, was, however, recognized,
and the independence of the Tonian Islands was sti- -
pulated for and guaranteed. Britain restored Porta
Feraijo, and what other places she had occupied
in the isle of Elba, or on the Italian coast; but the
occupation of Malta for some time threatened to
prove an obstacle to the treaty. The English con-
sidered it as of the last consequence that this strong
island should remain in their possession, and intima- ¢
ted that they regarded the pertinacious resistance
which the First Consul testified to this proposal, as
implying a private and unavowed desire of renewing,
at some future opportunity, his designs on Egypt,

 to which Malta might be considered as in some mea-
sure a key. After much discussion, it was at length
agreed that the independence of the island should be
secured by its being garrisoned by a neutral power,
and placed under its guarantee and protection.

The preliminaries of peace were signed 10th Oco-
ber 1801. General Law de Lauriston, the sc ool
companion and first aid-de-camp of Buonaparte,
brought them over fiom Paris te London, where

. they were received with the most extravagant joy by

: i
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the populace, to whom novelty is a sufficient recom.-
mendation of almost anything. But amidst the better
classes, the sensation was much divided. There was
a small but energetic party, led by the celebrated
Windham, who, adopting the principles of Burke to
their utmost extent, considered the act of treating
with a regicide government as indelible meanness,
and as a dereliction, on the part of Great Britain, of
those principles of legitimacy, upon which the social
compact ought to rest. More moderate Anti-Galli-
cans, while they regretted that our efforts in favour
of the Bourbons had been totally unavailing, con-
tended with reason, that we were not so closely
* leagued to their cause as to be bound to sacrifice
our own country, in a vain attempt to restore the ex-
iled family to the throne of France. This was the
opinion entertained by Pitt himself, and the most
judiciouf among his followers. Lastly, there was the
professed Opposition, who, while rejoicing that we
had been able to obtain peace on any terms, might
now exult in the fulfilment of their predictions of
the bad success of the war. Sheridan summed up
what was perhaps the most general feeling in the
_ cowry; with the observation, that “ it was a peace
“which all men were glad of, and no man could be
proud of.” ‘
~Amiens was appointed for’the meeting of commis-
sioners, who were finally to adjust the treaty of pa-

>
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cification, which was mnot ended till five nionths
after the preliminaries had been agreed on. After |
this long negotiation, the freaty was at length sign-
ed, 27th March 1802, The isle of Malta, accord-
ing to this agreement, was to be occupied by a garri-
son of Neapolitan troops, while, besides Britain and
TFrance, Austria, Spain, Russia, and Prussia, were
to gu;n'antee its neutrality. The Knights of St John
were to be the sovereigns, but neither French nor
English were in future to be members of that order.
The harhours were to be free to the commerce of all
nations, and the Order was to be neutral towards all
nations save the Algerines and other piratical states.

Napoleon, had he chosen to examine into the feel-
ings of the English, must have seen plainly that this
treaty, unwillingly acceded to by them, and only by
way of experiment, was to have a duration long or
short, in proportion to their confidence: in, or doubt
of, his own good faith. His ambition, and the little
scruple which he showed in gratifying it, was, he
must have been sensible, the terror of Europe; and
until the fears he had excited were disarmed by a
tract of peaceful and moderate conduct on his part,
the suspicions of England must have been constant-
ly awake, and the peace between the nations ‘must
haye been considered as precarious as an armed
truce. Yet these considerations could not induce
him to lay aside, or'even postpone, a train of mea-
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sures, tending directly to his own personal aggvan-
dizement, and confirming the jealousies which his
character already inspired. These measures were
partly of anature adapted to consolidate and prolong
Whis own power in France; partly to extend the pre-
dominating influence of that country over her con-
tinental neighbours.

By the treaty of Luneville, and by that of Tolen-
tino, the independent existence of the Cisalpine and
Helvetian republics had been expressly stipulated ;
but this independence, according to Buonaparte’s
explanation of the word, did not exclude their being
veduced to mere satellites, who depended on, and
whose motions were to be regulated by France, and
by himself, the chief governor of France and all her
dependencies. When, therefore, the Directory was
overthrown in France, it was not his purpose that
a directorial form of government should continue to
subsist in Ttaly. Measures were on this account to be
taken, to establish in that country something resem-
bling the new Consular model adopted in Paris.

For this purpose, in the beginning of January
1802, a convention of 450 deputies from the Cisal-
pine States arrived at Lyons, (for they were not
trusted to deliberate within the limits of their own
country,) to contrive for themselves a new political
system. In that period, when the modelling of con-

stitutions was so common; t%le‘re was no difliculty in
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drawing up one; which consisted of a president, a
deputy-president, a legislative council, and three
electoral colleges, composed, 1st, of proprietors, 2d,
of persons of learning, and, 8d, of commercial per-
sons. If the Italians had been awkward upon the
occasion, they had the assistance of Talleyrand ; and®
soon after, the arrival of Buonaparte himself at
Lyons gave countenance to their operations. His
presence was necessary for the exhibition of a most
_singular farce.

A committee of thirty of the Itahan conventlon,
to whom hac been intrusted the principal duty of
suggesting the new model of government, gave in a
report, in which it was stated, that, from the want of
any man of sufficient influence amongst themselves
to fill the office of president, upon whom devolved
all the executive duties of the state, the new sys-
tem could not be considered as secure, unless Buo-
naparte should be I;re‘vailed upon to fill that situa-
tion, not, as it was caref'ully explained in his cha-
racter of head of the French government, but in his
individual capacity. Napoleon graciously inclined
to their suit. He informed them, that he concurred
in the modest opinion they had formed, that their re-
public did not at present possess an individual suffi-
ciently gifted with talents and impartiality to take
charge of their affairs, which he should, therefore,

e
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retain under his own chief management, while cir-
cumstances required him to do so.

Haying thus established his power in Italy as
firmly as in France, Buonaparte proceeded to take
measures for extending his dominions in the former

“country and elsewhere. By a treaty with Spain,
now made public, it appeared that the Duchy of
Parma was to devolve on France, together with the
island of Elba, upon the death of the present Duke,
—an event at no distant date to be expected. The
Spanish part of the province of Louisiana, in North
America, was to be ceded to France by the same
treaty. Portugal, too, though the integrity of her

* dominions had been guaranteed by the preliminaries
of the peace with England, had been induced, by a
treaty kept studiously private from the British court,
to cede her province of Guiana to France. These
stipulations served to show, that there was no quarter
of the world in which France and her present ruler
did not entertain views of aggrandisement, and that
questions of national faith would not be considered
too curiously when they interfered with their pur-
pose. i

While Europe was stunned and astonished at the
spirit of conquest and accumulation manifested by
this insatiable conqueror, France was made aware
that he was equally desirous to consolidate and to

- prolong his power, as tosextend it over near and dis-
3
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tant regions. He was all, and more than all, that
sovereign had ever been ; but he still wanted. the title
and the permanence which royalty requires. To
attain these was no difficult matter, when the First
Consul was the prime mover of each act, whether in
the Senate or Tribunate ; nor was he long of discover-
ing proper agents eager to gratify his wishes.

Chabot de L’Allier took the lead in the race of
adulation. Arising in the Tribunate, he pronoun-
ced a long eulogium on Buonaparte, enhancing the
gratitude due to the hero, by whom France had
been preserved and restored to victory. He, there-
fore, proposed, that the Tribunate should transmit
to the Conservative Senate a resolution, requesting
the Senate to consider the manner of bestowing on
Napoleon Buonaparte 2 splendid mark of the na-
tional gratitude.

There was no misunderstanding this hint. The
motion was unanimously adopted, and transmitted
to the Convention, to the Senate, to the Legislative
Body, and to the Consuls.

The Senate conceived they should best meet the
demand now made upon them, by electing Napoleon
First Consul for a second space of ten years, to
commence when the date of the original period, for
which he was named by the Constitution, should
expire. v

"The proposition of the Senate being reduced into -

¢
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the form of a decree, was intimated to Buonaparte, but
fell short of his wishes ; as it assigned to him, however
distant it was, a period at which he must be removed
from authority. It is true, that the space of seventeen
years, to which the edict of the Senate proposed to
extend his power, seemed to guarantee a very ample
duration ; and in point of fact, before the term of its
expiry arrived, he was prisoner at Saint Helena.
But still there was a termination, and that was
cnough to mortify his ambition.

He thanked the Senate, thercfore, for this fresh
mark of their confidence, but eluded accepting it in
cxpress terms, by referring to the pleasure of the
people. Their suffrages, he said, had invested him
with power, and he could not think it right to accept
of the prdlongation of that power but by their consent.
It might have been thought that there was now no-
thing left but to present the decree of the Senate to
the people. But the Second and Third Consuls,
Buonaparte’s colleagues at a humble distance, took
it upon them, though the constitution gave them no
warrant for such a manceuvre, to alter the question of
the Senate, and to propose to the people one more
acceptable to Buonaparte’s ambition, requesting their
judgment, whether the Chief Consul should retain
his office, not for ten years longer, but for the term
of his life. By this juggling, the proposal of the
Senate was sct aside, and that assembly soon found

't -
~ s il
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it wisest to adopt the more liberal views suggested
by the Consuls, to whom they returned thanks, for
having taught them (we suppose) how to appreciate
2 hint. :

The question was sent down to the departments.
The registers were opened with great form, as if the
people had really some constitutional right to exer-
cise. As the subscriptions were received at the offices
of the various funetionaries of government, it is no
wonder, considering the nature of the question, that
the ministers with whom the registers were ﬁnal]yl
deposited, were enabled to report a majority of three
millions of citizens who gave votes in the affirmative.
It was much more surprising, that there should
have been an actual minority of a few hundred deter-
mined Repuhblicans, with Carnot at their head, who
answered the question in the negative. This states-
man observed, as he signed his vote, that he was sub-
seribing his sentence of deportation ; from which we
may conjecture his opinion concerning the fairness
of this mode of consulting the people. e was mis-|
taken notwithstanding. Buonaparte found himself
so strong, that he could afford to be merciful, and
to assume a show of impartiality, by suffering those
to go unpunished who had declined to vote for the
increase of his power.

He did not, however, venture to propose to the
e

&
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people another innovation, which extended beyond
his death the power which their liberal gift had con-
tinued during his life. A simple decree of the Se-
nate assigned to Buonaparte the right of nominating
his successor, by a testamentary deed. So that Na-
poleon might call his children or relatives to the suc-
cession of the empire of France, as to a private in-
heritance ;- or, like Alexander; he might leave it to
the most favoured of his lieutenant-generals. To such
a pass had the domination of a military chief, for the
space of betwixt two and three years, reduced the
fierce democracy and stubborn loyalty of the two
factions, which seemed before that period to combat
for the possession of France. Napoleon had stooped
on them hoth, like the hawk in the fable.

The period at which we close the volume was a
most important one in Napoleon’s life, and seemed a
crisis on which his fate, and that of France, depend-
ed. Britain, his most inveterate and most successful
enemy, had seen herself compelled by circumstances
to resort to the experiment of a doubtful peace, ra-
ther than continue a war which seemed to be waged
without an object. The severe checks to national
prosperity, which arose from the ruined commerce
and blockaded ports of France, might now, under
the countenance of the First Consul, be exchanged

for the wealth that waits upon trade and manufac-
210
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tures. Her navy, of which few vestiges were lett
save the Brest fleet, might now be recruited, and re-
sume by degrees that acquaintance with the occan
" from which they had long been debarred. The re-
stored colonies of France might have added to the
sources of her national wealth, and she might have
possessed—what Buonaparte on a remarkable occa-
sion declared to be the principal objects he desired
for her—ships, colonies, and commerce.

In his personal capacity, the First Consul possess-
ed all the power which he desired, and a great deal
more than, whether his own or the country’s welfare
was regarded, he ought to have wished for. His vic-
tories over the foes of France had, by their mere fame,
enabled him to make himself master of her freedom.
It remained to show—not whether Napoleon was a
patriot, for to that honourable name he had forfeited
all title when he first usurped unlimited power—but
whether he was to use the power which he had wrong-
fully acquired, like Trajan or like Domitian, His
strangely-mingled character showed traits of both
these historical portraits, strongly opposed as they
are to each other. Or rather, he might seem to be
like Socrates in the allegory, alternately influenced
by a good and a malevolent demon ; the former mark-
ing his course with actions of splendour and dignity ;
while the later, mastering human frailty by means

§ T
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