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withheld by the influence of his, father’s brother,
Lucien Buonaparte, who was {\rc]u]cncon of the
Cathedral of Ajaccio, and the wealthiest person of
the family. ¢

It was in the midele of civil discord, fights and
skirmishes, that Charles Buonaparte married Lztitia
Ramolini, one of the most beautiful young women of
the island, and possessed of a great deal of firm-
ness of character. She partook the dangers of her
husband duriug the years of civil war, and is said to
have d him on horsebackin some military

expeditions, or perhaps hasty flights, shortly before
her being delivered of the future Emperor. Though |
left a widow in the prime of life, she had already
borne her husband thirteen children, of whom five
sons and three daughters survived him. T. Joseph,
the eldest, who, though placed by his brother in an
obnoxious situation, as intrusive King of Spain, held
the reputation of a,good and moderate man. IT. Na- |
poleon himself. TIT. Lucien, scarce inferior to his
brother 1 in ambition and talent. IV. Louis, the merit
of whose character consists i in itsunpretending worth,
and who renotneed a crown rather than consent to tlie
oppression of his subjects. V. Jerome, whose disposi-
tion is said to have been chiefly marked by a tendency
to dissipatien. The females were, I. Maria Anne, af-
terwards Grand Duchess of Tuscany, by the nameg |
of Elisa. IT; Maria Annonciada, who became Ma-" &
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15th day of August 1769, at his father’s housé in
Ajaccio, forming, one side of a court which leads,
out of the Bue Charles.* We ‘read with interest,
that his mother’s good constitution, and bold cha-,
racter of mind, h:wing induced her to attend mass
upon the day of his birth, (being the Festival of the
Assumption, ) she wasobliged to return home imme-
diately, and as there was no time to prepare a bed or
bedroom, she was delivered of the future vu:tor e
a temporary couch prepared for her
and covered with an ancient piece of tapestry, repre-
senting the heroes of theTliad. The infant was chris-
tened by the name of Napoleon, an obscure saint, who
had dropped to leeward, and fallen altogether out of
the calendar, so that his ke never knew which
day he was to celebrate as the festival of his patron.
‘When questioned on this subject by the bishop who
confirmed him, he answered smartly, that there were
agreatmanysaints, and only threehundred and sixty~
five days to divide amongst them. The politeness
of the Pope promoted the patron in order to compli-
ment theé“god-child, and Saint Napoleon des Ursins
Was accommodated with a festival. To render this
compliment, which no one but a Pope could have
paid, still more flattering, the feast of Saint Napo-
Jeon was fixed for the fifteenth August, the birth-day.
of the Emperor, and the dayon which he signed the 5

* Bunson's Sketches of Corsica p. 4.
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rest would Napoleon have looked on that infuriated
populace; these still resisting thofigh  overpowered
Swiss, and that burning palace, had any seer whis-
pered to him, % Emperor that shall be, all this
blood and massacre s but to prepare your future
empire I Little anticipating the potent effect which
the passing events were to bear on his own fortune,
Buonaparte, anxious for the safety of hismother and
family, was now desirous to exchange France for
Corsica, where the same things were acting on a less
distinguished stage.

It was a singular feature in the French Revolution,
that it brought out from his retirement the celehra-
ted Pascal Paoli, who, long banished from Corsica,
the freedom and independence of which he had so
valiantly defended, returned from exile with the flat-
tering; hope of still witnessing the progress of liberty
in his native land. On visiting Paris, he was recei-
ved there with enthusiastic veneration, and the Na-
tional Assembly and Royal Family contended which
should show him most distinction.  He was created
President,.of the Depart and C der of
the National Guard of his native island, and used
the powers intrusted to him with great wisdom and
patriotism.

But Paoli’s views of liberty were different from
those which unhappilybegan to be popular in France.
e vas desirous of establishing that freedom, which

.
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NAFOLEON DUONAPARTE. 2

We have already mentioned that a general diffi-
dence, and dread’of the proceedings uﬂf the Jacobins,
joined to the intrigues of the Girondists, had, after
the fall of the latter party, induced several of the
principal towns in France to take arms against the
Convention, or rather against‘the Jacobin party, who
had attained the couiplebe ‘mastery in that body. We
have also said that Toulon, taking a more decided
step than either Marseilles or Lyons, had declared
for the King and the Constitution of 1791, and invi-
ted the support of the English and Spanish squad-
rons, who were cruizing upon the coast. A disem-
barkation was made, and a miscellaneous force, has-
tily collected, of Spaniards, Sardinians, Neapolitans,
and English, was thrown into the place.

This was one of the critical periods when vigorous
mensures, on the partiof the allies, might have pr(;-
duced marked effects on the result of the war. Tou-
lon is the arsenal of France, and contained at that
time immense naval stores, besides a fleet of seven-
teen sail of the line ready for sea, and thirteen or
fourteen more, which stood in need of refifting. The
possession of it was of the last importance, and with
a sufficiently large garrison, or rather an avmy strong
enough to cover the more exposed points without the
town, the English might have maintained their foot-
ing at 'Poulon, as they did at a later period both at
Lisbon and Cadiz. The sea would, by maintaining
the defensive lines necessary to protect the road<
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D\iring this siege; also, he discovered the talents of
Durac, afterwards one of his most faithful adherens,
In these and many other instance$, Buonaparte slioy.
ed his exteénsive kn‘ow}edge of mankind, by the decp
sagacity which enabled him to discover and attach to
him  those, whose talents were most distinguished,
and most capable of rendering him service,
Notwithstanding the infl ¢ which the € d
ant of Artillery had acquired, he found himself occa-
sionally thwarted by the members of the Conyention
upon mission to the siege of Toulon, who latterly
were Freron, Ricors; Salicetti, and the younger
Robiespierre. These rep ives of the people,
knowing that their ission gave them
power over generals and armies, never seem to haye
paused to consider whether nature or education
had qualified them to ise it, with ad ge'
to the public and credit to themselves: They cxi-
ticised Buonaparte’s plan of attack, finding it im-
possible to conceive how his operations, being direct-
ed against detached fortifications at a distance from
Toulon, could be eventually the means of placing
the town itself with facility in their hands. But Na-
poleon was patient and temporising ; and having the
" good opinion of Salicetti, and some infimacy with
young Robespierre, he contrived to have the works
conducted according to his own plan. U
The presumption of these dignitavies hecame thes
means of precipitating his operations, It was his
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NAPOLEON BUONAPALTE. 51

of Pacha, or hlgher 5 for, go where he would, he
could mot have remained. in mediocrity. His own
ideas had a similar tendency. < How strange,” he
said, ¢ it would he, if a little Corsican officer of ar-
tillery were to become King of Jerusalem I” He was
offered a command in La Vendée, which he declined
to accept, and was finally named to command a bri-
gade of artillery in Holland. But it was in a land
where there still' existed so many separate and con-
flicting factions, as in France, that he was doomed
to be raised, amid the struggles of his contending
countrymen, and upon their shoulders and over their
heads, to the very highest eminence to which fortune
can exalt an individual, The times required such ta-
lents as his, and the opportunity for exercising them
soon arose. ”

The French nation were in general tired of the
National Convention, which ive proscriptions
had drained of all the talent, eloquence, and energy,
it had once possessed ; and that Assembly had be-
come hateful and contemptible to all men, by suffer-
ing itself to be the passive tool of the’l‘erroristafor
two years, when, if they had shown proper firmness,
the revolution of the 9th Thermidor might as well
have been achieved at the beginning of that frightful
anarchy, as after that long period of unheard-of suf-
fering, The Convention was not greatly improved in
point of talent, even by the return of their banished
brethren ; and, in a word, they had lost the 2onfi-
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for their devoted foll , and insisted that the es-
tates forfeited in tlieir cause, should haye been com-
pensated or restored'; and such a resumption would
have inferred ruin to all the purchasers of national
d and, in q , o general shock to the
security of property through the kingdom.

The same argument applied to the church lands.
The Most Christian King couldnot resume his throne,
without ing the ecclesiastical establish in

part, if not in whole, It was impossible to calculate -
* the mass of persons of propenty and wealth, with their -
various connexions, who, as possessors of national de-
mesnes, that is, of the property of the church, or of
the emigrants, were bound by their own interest to
oppose the restoration of the Bourbon family. The
revolutionary gov had followed the coarse,
but striking and deeply politic, admonition of the
Scottish Reformer—¢* Pull down the nests,” said
Knox, whenheurged the multitudeto destroy churches
and abbeys, *and the rooks will fly oft? The French
government, by dilapidating and disposing of the
property of the emigrants and clergy, hall establish-
ed an almost insurmountable barrier against the oo
turn of the original owners. The cavaliers in the
great Civil War of England had been indeed fined,
sequestrated, impoverished ; but their estates were
still, generally speaking, in their | jon'; and they
“retained, though under oppression and poverty, the
influence of a national aristocracy, diminished, but not










60 LIFE OF

some statesmen proposed to resume the form, byg ‘

change the.dynasty. With this=view, divers persong
,;If{vere suggested by those, who é:uypased that by Pass-

ing over the legitimate heir to the crown, the dangerg

- annexed to his righgs and claims might be avoided,

and the apprehended measures of resumption ang
reaction might be guarded against. The son of the
Duke of Orleans was named, but the infamy of hig
father clung to him. In another wild hypothesis,
the Duke of York, or the Duke of Brunswick, were
suggested as fiv to be named constitutional Kings of
France. The Abbé Sieyes himself is said to. have
expressed himselfin favour of the prince last named ¢

But without regarding the wishes or opinions of
the people without doors, the Convention resolved ty
establish such a model of government as should he
most likely to infuseinto a republic something of the
stability of a monarchial establishment; and thusat
once repair former errors, and preserve an appear
ance of consistency in the eyes of Europe.

For this purpose eleven commissioners, chiefly
selected*amongst. the former Girondists, were ap- |
pointed to draw up a new constitution upon & new
principle, which was to receive anew the universal
adhesion of the French byacclamation and oath, and
to.fall, in a short time, under the same neglect which

® The Memoirs publishied under the name of. Fouché make,this
assertion. But although that work shows great intimacy with the
“ zecret history of the times, it is not to be implicitly relied upon:
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imfortunate’ womens who, gathered from' jails anj
from the streets of the metropofis, have Deen some.
times sent out to foreign settlements ; and, howeye:
profligate their former lives may have been, often
vegain character, nqd become tolerable members of |
society, in'a change of scene and situation.

. The Directory consisted of Barras, Sieyes, Reubel
T.atournetir de la Manche, and Reveilliere Lepaus,
{0 the exclusion of Tallien, who was deeply offended,
Four of these Directors were reformed Jacobins; o
Thermidotiens ; the fifth, Reveilliere Liepaux, yis
esteemed a Girondist. Sieyes, whose taste was ratlie
for speculating in politics than acting in them, do:
clined what he considered a hazardous office;, ani
was replaced by Carnot. i

"The nature of the insurrection of the Sectionsyat.
not ostensibly royalist, but several of its leaders wer
of that party in secret, and, if successful, it wouli
most certainly have assumed that complexion. Thug
the first step of Napoleon’s rise commenced by the
destruction of the hopes of the House of Bourbon
under tle reviving influence of which, twenty year
afterwards; he himself was oiiliged to succumb, But|
the long path which closed so darkly, was now open:
ing upon him in light and joy. Buonaparte’s high
services, and the rank which he had' obtained, ren-
dered him now a young man of the first hope anl
expectation, mingling on terms of consideration |
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in St Domingo. Her name at full length was Marie
Joseph Rose Taschqr de Ia Pagerie. She had suf-
fored her share of reyblutionary miseries. After her
husband, Geeneral Beauharnois, had been deprived of
his command, she was arrested as a suspected person,
and detained in prison till the genéral liberation, which
succeeded the revolution of 9th Thermidor. While
in confinement, Madame Beauharnois had formed an
intimacy with a companion in distress, Madame Fon-
tenai, now Madame Tallien, from which she derived
great advantages after her friend’s marriage. W ith
a remarkably, graceful person, amiable manners, and
an inexhaustible fund of good-humour, Madame
Beauharnois was formed to be an ornament to society.
Barras, the Thermidorien hero, himself an ex-noble,
was fond of society, desirous of enjoying it on an
ble scale, and of washing away the dregs which
Jacobinism had mingled with all the dearest interests
of life. He loved show, too, and pleusmc, and might
now indulge both without the risk of falling under
the suspicion of incivism, which, in the Teign of
Terror, would have been incurred by any attempt to
* intermingle elegance with the enjoyments of social in-
tercourse, At the apartments which he occupied, as
one of the Directory, in the Luxemburg Palace, he
gave its free course to his natural taste, and assembled
an agreeable society of both sexes. Madame Tallien
and her friend formed the soul of these assemblies, and
o' VorL. L F
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This was one of those vague auguries, delivered at
yandom by fools oxvgmpostors, which the caprice of
TFortune sometimes thatches with a ponding and
conforming event. But without trusting to the Afn-
can sibyl’s prediction, Buonaparte may have formed
his match under the auspices of ambition as well as
love. The marrying Madame Beauharnois was a
mean of uniting his fortune with those of Barras
and Tallien, the first of whom governed France as
one of the Directors; and the last, from talents
and political connexions, had scarcely inferior in-
fluence. He had already deservedfwell of them for
his conduct on the Day of the Sections, but he requi-
red their countenance to rise still higher ; and with-
out derogating from the brides merits, we may sup-
pose her influence in their society corresponded with
the views of her lover. Tt is, however, certain, that
he always regarded her with peculiar affection ; that
he relied on her fate, which he copsidered as linked
with amd strengthening his own; and reposed, besides,

bl fid in Ji ’s tact and ad-
dress in political business: She had at all times the
art of mitigating his femper, and' turning aside the 2
hasty determinations of his angry moments, not by
directly opposing, but by gradually parrying and dis-
arming them. Tt must be added to her great praise,
that she was always a willing, and often a successful
advocate; in the cause of humanity.
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the time which he had ealeulated for execution of
manceuvres prescri\gd, was on no account to be ex~
ceeded—every sacrifice was to be made of baggage,
stragglers, even artillery, rather than the column
should arvive too late at the point of its destination.
ITence, all that had hitherto been considered as es-
sential not only to the health, but to the very" exist- d
ence of an army, was in a great measure dispensed
with in the French service ; and, for the first time,
froops were seen to take the field without tents, with-
out camp-equipage, without magazines of provisions,
without military hospitals ;—the soldiers eating &s
they could, sleeping where they: could, dying where
they could ; but still advancing, still combating, and |
still victorious. S
It is true, that the abandonment of every object,
save success in the field, augmented frightfully all
the usual horrors of war. The soldier, with arms in
his hands, and wanting bread, became a marander in
self-defence ; and in supplying his wants by rapine,
did mischief to the inhabitants in a degree infinitely
beyond the benefit he himself received ; for it may
be said of military req&isition, as truly as of despot- 2
ism, that it resembles the proceedings of a savage,
who cuts down a tree to come at the fruit. Still,
though purchased at a high rate, that advantage was
gained by this rapid system of tactics, which in a
slower progress, during which the soldier was re-
gularly maintained, and kept under the restraint of
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discipline, might have been rendered doubtful. 1y
wasted the army through disere, fatigue, and gl
the consequences of want and toil; but still the victoly
was attained, and that was enough to make the sur.
vivors forget their hardships, and to draw forth ney
recruits to replace the fallen. Patient of Tabours,
light of heart and temper, and elated by success he-
yond all painful recollections, the French soldiers
were the very men calculated to execute this despe.
rate species of service under a chief, who, their sa
gacity soon discovered, was sure to lead to victory all
those, who could sustain the hm'dslups by which i
was to be won.

The character of the mountainous  countries;
among which he was for the first time to exercise
his system, was highly favourable to Buonaparte’s
views. Presenting many lines and defensible posic
tions, it induced the Austrian generals to becomesta,
tionary, and oceypy a considerable extent of ground,
according to their old system of tactics. But though
abounding in such positions as might at first sight
seem absolutely lmpregna.ble, and were t0o often trust.

“ ed to as such, the mountains also exhibited to:the '
sagacious eye of a great Captain, gorges, defiles, and
difficult and unsuspected points of access, by which
he could turn the positions that appeared in front
so formidable ; and, by threatening them on the
flank and on the rear, compel the enemy to a battle
At disadvantage, or to a retreat with loss.
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Jacques and Finale, which Kellermann had been
forced to abandon 3 so that, in a general point of
view, the relative position of the two opposed armies
was not very different from that in which they had
heen lé}.'&"by Buonaparte.
But though Scherer had'been thus far victorioue,
‘e was not the person to whom the Directory desi-
red to intrust the daring plan of assuming the offen-
sive on a grand scale upon the Alpine frontier, and,
by carrying their arms into Italy, compelling the
Austrians to defend themselves in that quarter, and
to diminish the gigantic efforts which that power had
hitherto continued with varied success, but unabated
vigour, upon the Rhine: The rulers of France had
a farther objeet in this bold scheme. They desired
to intimidate, or annihilate and dethrone the Pope.
He was odiousita them as Head of the Church, be-
cause the' attachment of the French clergy to the
Roman See, and the points of consgience which rest-
ed upon that dependence, had occasioned the recu-
sancy of thepriests, especially of those who were
most esteemed by the people, to take the constitu-
" tional oath. To the laope, and his claims of supre- 7
macy, were therefore laid the charge of the great
civil war in La Vendée, and the general disaffection
of the Catholics:in the'south of France.
But this was not the only:cause of the animosity
entertained by the Directory against the Head of the
Catholic Church.. They had, three years before, sus-,
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h them, La Harpe rode out to satisfy himsel
ning the nature and strength of the atta
ty. On his return to his own troops, they mi
1 and his attendants for the enemy, fired
| killed him. He was a Swiss by birth, an
n compelled to leave his country on ac
his democratical opinions ; a grenadier, says
arte, in stature and in courage, but of a re
position. The soldiers, with the superstitic
ging to their profession, remarked, that d
 battle of Fombio, on the day before, he
mated than usual, as if an obscure sense
roaching fate already overwhelmed him.
I'he Austrian regiment of cavalry which oce:
this loss, after some skirmishing, was conts
ape to Lodi, a point upon which Beaulie:
in collecting his scattered forces, for the pu
covering Milan, by protecting the line
da.

¢ The passage of the Po,” said Buonapar
‘report to the Directory, “ had been expect
ve the most bold and difficult manceuvre o
paign, nor did we expect to have an acti
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i, according to our plan, be somewhat minuf
details respecting it.

he Adda, a large and deep river, though f
at some places and in some seasons, crosses
y of the Milanese, rising and joining the
izzighitone ; so that, if the few places at w
n be crossed are fortified or defended, it fc
1e covering all the Milanese territory to
vard, from any force approaching from the
on of Piedmont. This line Beaulieu prop
ake good against the victor before whom he
ten retreated, and he conjectured (on this o
rightly) that, to prosecute his victory by ma
upon Milan, Buonaparte would first desir
dge the covering army from the line of the A
> could not safely advance to the capital of I
y, leaving the enemy in possession of such
ve line upon their flank. He also conject
this attempt would be made at Lodi.

his is' a large tqwn, containing twelve t!
inhabitants. It has old Gothic walls, bu
“defence consists in the river Adda, which f

1gh ity and is crossed by a wooden bridge al
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d the French soldiers catching the hing of
der, joined in the cry of * Ground your :
ie Austrian officer hesitated, and propos
er into capitulation ; the Frenchman would
no terms but instant and immediate surn
e dispirited imperialist yielded up his swor
nmanded his soldiers to imitate his example
» Austrian soldiers began to suspect the truth
ame refractory, and refused to obey their-i
om René addressed with the utmost ap
nposure. ““ You are an officer, sir, and a1
nour—you know the rules of war—you hay
dered—you are therefore my prisoner, but
your parole—Here, T return your sword-
| your men to submission, otherwise I directa
u the division of six thousand men who are
- command.” The Austrian was utterly con
 betwixt the appeal to his honour and the
a charge from six thousand men. He a
né he might rely on his punctilious comy
h the parole he had given him ; and speak
erman to his'soldiers, persnaded them to lay
ir arms;: a submission which he had soon
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French. They regained all the positions

ngholds which they had possessed on the fron
taly before Alvinzi’s fivst descent, and might
s have penetrated deeper into the mountai
tier of Grermany, but for the snow which ch
the passes.

Jne erowning consequence of the victories of
“and of La Favorita, was the surrender of 1
itself, that prize which had cost so much bl
had been defended with such obstinacy.

for several days after the decisive actions w
him without a shadow of hope of relicf, Wi
continued the defencetof the place in a st
honourable despair, natural to the feeling
allant veteran, who, to the last, hesitated
en the desire to resist, and the sense that,
ins of subsistence being almost totally expen
stance was absolutely hopeless. At lengtl
¢ his aid-de-camp, Klenau (afterwards a nax
brity), to the head-quarters of Serrurier,

imanded the bloékadc, to treat of a surrer
nau used the eustomary langua@e on such
5. He expatiated on the means which he
























































































































































































































NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 421

circumstances, could only be considered as a clause
intended to save appearances. The surrender must
have been regarded as unconditional and total.
Amidst the dejection and confusion which possess-
ed the g some able intriguer (the secre-
tary, it was said, of the French ambassador at Ve-
nice, whose principal had been recalled) ived to
induce the Venetian government to commit an act of
absolute suicide, so as to spafe Buonaparte the trou-
ble and small degree of scandal which might attach
to totally destroying the existence of the Republic.
On the 9th of May, as the comnfittee of the Great
Council were in close deliberation with the Doge, two
strangers intruded npon those councils, which here-
tofore—such was the jealous severity of the oligarchy
—vwere like those of supernatural beings, those who
looked on them died. But now, affliction, confusion,
and fear, had withdrawn the guards from these secret
and mysterious chambers, and laid open to the intru-
sion of strangers those stem haunts of & suspicions
oligarchy, where, in other days, an official or lictor
of the government might have been punished with
" death even for too loud a foot-fall, far more for the
fatal crime of having heard more than was designed
to come to his knowledge. All this was now ended :
and without check or rebuke the two strangers were
permitted to communicate with the senate by writing.
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