
 





 



 



 













 





 









 









 









 







 

















 





 











 









 





 







 









 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



ate overheard; 

_ by a Christian.turning Moslemin, there are éthers 
besides yourself sufficiently reasonable not to stick 
at the difference between Kyrie eleison, and Allab, 
lah, Allah ?”9 ச் i 
‘This observation’ set all reply at defiance. I aid 

by my sword, and resumed my coffee-tray. 
‘The interior of the Morea being liberated from the 

_ Albanians, Hassan determined to spend the remain 
derof the season in clearing its seas of the Maynotes. 
Avstrong detachment was sent with instructions to 
force thé passes of mount Taygetus, the abode of 
those miscréints; and our encampment was in the 

mean time removed from the plain of Argos to that 
of Nauplia. Precisely the small slip of this other- 
wise delightful valley which is closest to the city, 

and ‘extends under the tremendous rock of the 
Palamida, had, by the sea water constantly oozing 
in, been rendéred a swamp, vying for noxious 
exhalations with the opposite morass of Lerna, 

~ Hassan; while waiting the issue of the expedition 

to Maynio, resolved, without knowing much of the 
garden of the Hesperides,to make this pestilential 
ndok its fac-simile,—and, by way of restoring to their 

pristine innocence and purity’ the somewhat dete- 
riorated minds of his Arnaoot prisoners, had them 

conveyed on shore every morning, chained two and 
two, to forward this rural design. Hands that 
nevey, yet had wielded any thing but Weapons of war 
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72 ANASTASIUS. 

by. certain circumstances attached to its exercise. 
For it soon became notorious that nothing assisted 
me so much in giving weight to a case, as a few 

sequins slipped from sheer absenee of mind between 
the pages of the report; ane in this respect the dif- 

ference between my master and myself only con- 
sisted in his receiving purses,° where I received 

single pieces, ies ட 
Srill, to one who Joyed money only as the means 

of pleasure, my confinement could not but be wk- 
some; and the moment Mavroyeni disappeared I * 

too used to break up my levees, and to saunter 

about, Whenever my master was employed by the 
Pasha in some long-winded expedition, I proceeded 

either to spend the money already earned in the 
‘Tehartchees and Bezesteens,° or to procure new 
customers for my own shop; by boasting inthe cof- 
fee-houses and taverns of my influence in higher 

quarters. Was Mavroyeni, on the contrary, only 

expected to make a short absence, I contented my- 
self with taking a turn round the precincts of the 
arsenal. 5 ச் ம் 

In one of these rambles I remember being shown 
two highly-esteemed-productions of the pictorial art, 
presented by the drogueman to the Pasha. They 

were representations of twa of Hassan’s most me- 

morable achievements; the surprisal of the Russians 
at Lemngs,and the bombardment of Daher at Acre. 

In these chef-d’euvres all was depicted with the 
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ANASTASIUS. 75 

deseried a dark speck that looked endowed with 
motion. Rapidly the opaque body advanced, skim- 
ming the fleecy surface of the waters; and, as it 
approached, it increased in size and consequence. 
Its wide extending fing dipped into the waves like 
the pinions of the swallow, while its sharp and pro- 
minent beak cut its way through the billows like 
the shark or the sword-fish. All eyés were riveted 
upon the thréatening Snonster, and presently no one 
but myself any longer remained in ignorance of its 
nathre. It stood confessed, —O horror !—not ex- 

attly a’dragon come to devour our princess off the 
sea-shore, like another Andromeda, in order to give 
me an opportttnity of signalizing my gallantry as her 
Perseus; but something full as savage, and much 
more inglgrious: the Bostandjee-bashi 

lice boat, comimg to nibble ‘at the 

Greek princesses, which exceeded the jstandard 

of the Turkish sumptuary laws. At tl 
sight,'the arms of the six suivantes all dropped with 
one accord by their sides, and with them dropped 
to the ground their mistress’s train. The snow-white 

ermine swept the dust of the road ; while its wearer— 
who just before had appeared Seatce able to move 
Without ‘assistance—suddenly ‘recovered the entire 
156 of ier short legs; and -waddled away by herself 
as nimbly as any duck pursued by a kite, unti] the 
friendly screen of a wall enabled her to» st 

face about, and to take breath after the immense க் 

exertion. 
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ANASTASIUS. 123 

of a Turkish visitor of some distinction, he suddenly 

fell on his face, crying: “« he saw the prophet, and 
was not only bidden by him to embrace Islamism,? 

~ ‘but actually instructed how to:perform its rites ;°— 
of which indeed he forthwith acquitted himself with 

great dexterity. The bait took with the stranger ; 

But the farce was laughed at by the familiars of 
the ‘place, who told Yacoob he might go to the 

mosque if' he ehose, but reminded’ him that there 

wasone in the Bagnio. This damped his religious 
ardour, and the vision sneaked off, as visions do. 

Still did he from time to time repeat his grimaces ; 

and he was always obseryed to invoke Allalitmost 
lustily when a stranger came in sight. It was cus 
rious, to see the holy violence with which on these 
occasions he went through his namaz,* until large 
drops of perspiration trickled down his greasy face. 
No disappointments had power to stop these pious 
but unavailing exercises, ச 

He and I herded Ifftle together: ப ப 
companion of my.toil Was a young Greek, nearly of ~ 

my ownage, but, from his less elevated stature, his 

rounder features, and his more delicate complexion, 

seemingly-three or four years younger. His dress, 

though at the time rather the worse for wear, pre- 

‘served an appearance of something beyond nieve 
neatness, or even costliness: it had a sort of studied, 

and what, would be called in Christendom, theatrical 
elegange. His gait and manners corresponded, 
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