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ANASTASIUS. 42

_my wrath waxed S0 high, that I thrust the lighted
pipe head foremost into his grinning mouth, and
made his pert tongue smart for its petulance. An
oldish mild looking man, a privileged domestic,
who, having served his time out, now earned his
salary as a sort of pedagogue to the new comers,
witnessed the act, and took me aside.

. ¢ Listen, young man,” said he, “whether you
like it or mot, For my own part, I have always
had too much indolence, not to make it my study
-throughout life rather to secure ease than to labour
for distinction. It has therefore been my rule to
ayoid chevishing in my patron any outrageous ad-
miration of my capacity, which would haye increased
my de}eendence.while it lasted, and exposed me to
persecution on wearing out:—but you, I see, are of
a different mettle: I therefore may point out to you
the surest way to that more perilmas height, short
of which your ambition I.doubt will not rest
satisfied. When you have compassed it, you may
rémember old Demo, if you please. _ =

¢ Know first that all masters, even the least
Jovable, like to be loved. All wish to be served
from affection rather than duty. It flatters their
pride, and it gratifies their selfishness. They expect
from this personal motive a greater devotion to their
interest, and a more unlhisiited obedience to their

; commands. A master leoks upon mereoﬁdelity in
his servant as his due,—as a thing scarce worth his
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its Buyemer Mehemet Pasha, as some supposed a
willing prisoner. Hassan, ere he engaged in actual
Tostilities, once more offered them, on condition of
immediately quitting the country, an unqualified
pardon; but the hardened banditti, whether con-
fiding in their numbers or in other less apparent
means of averting the blow, rejected all compromise,
intrenched themselves under the walls of the city,
and badesdefiance to the Pasha’s forces. -
Probably“they expected to awe him by this show
* of resolution. They were deceived. On the tenth
of June, about noon, Hassan set out with four
thousand picked men for Tripolizza,®and continued
on the march the whole pight. Mayroyeni followed
the Pasha, and I followed Mavroyeni. In my ca-
pacity of Greek, and still more’of cafedjee, I had
not the least hope of personally contending with the
foe, and all my solace was the chance of a sly thrust
at some run-away, But my master, desirous to let,
me have my share of all the good things that offered,
Lafter whispering something in the Pasha’s ear, sud-
den]y turned round to me: ¢ Anastasius,” he cried,
¢ I have obtained his highness's permission, for. you
to shoulder a musket, and to join in the fight, like
an Osmanlee.”®
The favour, no doubt, was 1nest1mable, but 1ts
suddenness somewhat ‘:onfounded me. 1 felt, how-
ever, that I must seem delighted, and though with |

somethmg of a ﬂutter about my heart, endaavoured
L
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to look all joy in the face. In order to confirm my
assurance of unuttérable satisfaction, T kept sing-
ing all the way,—though now and then, perhaps, a
little out of tune. But let it be recollected what T
was'—a' Greek, in whoge unlicensed hands a musket
had been deemed, until that moment, a sacrilege,
and wl]o had only learnt by stealth to take aim at
sparrow

I shall therefore fiot. attempt ‘to deny that when
the early dawn showed in front of our column, be-
tween ourselves and Tripolizza, &t the distance of
only a few hundred yards the whole Albanese en-
campment; my stout heart began to beat; and that &
when, the next moment, T heard Hassan give orders
fomthe charge, breath séem;e;d for a moment toforsake
my frame. Shame, however, supplied the place of
bravery. Thedanger which I could not avoid I de-
termined not to think of ; and, following the example
of the more experlenced warriors amund me, I swal-
Towed in a hurried manner several copious draughts
of a certain nameless llquor, which, on particular oc-
casions, the High-admiral wisely allowed himself to
distribute among his followers ; whereupon, whether
it be that the inspiring potation did its duty, or that
courage is infectious like cowardice, my héart, the
very moment before a]most sunk to my heels, re-
‘botinded with such energy, that in its ebullitions
of bravery, T could scarce refrain from bmeaking

from the ranks, and engaging some hero of the
. E2
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adverse party in single combat, even before the'line
was formed ;— and when the trumpet sounded the
chalr'ge, when the onset began, and the whole body
of cavalry at once rushed forward, causing the earth
to shake under the horses’shoofs, such grety my de-
lirium, that T scarce saw, heard, or felt; much less
had senses to.think. :

~ Mavroyeni had taken care to confide his cafedjee,
excellently mounted, to a trusty spahee, whose side
he enjoined me not to quit. But at that moment
not heaven itself could have prevented my"giving - *
the reins to my warlike spirit. The cloud of smoke
which arose soon baffling the vigilanc® of my, guar-
dian, I gave him the slip, and spurring my stéed
with all my might, at once plunged into the thickest
of the fray. There, finding the loading of my
pistols too tedious a process, I began hacking and
hewing with my yatagan;™—consoling myself for
any mistake I might make in the objects of my ire,
with the thought that my blows never could fall
amiss, where.all alike were enemies to Christianity,
and oppressors of the Greeks. If upon this prin-
ciple T hit one or two of our own men, too much
engaged to heed whence came the compliment, I
made #mends by cutting down as gfim an Ar-
naocot as ever wore red whiskers, in the very act of
measuring one of our spahees for a back-handed
blow ;'and by this feat, so happily timed, and more
happily observed, gained prodigious credit. It
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clated me to such a degree, that, thinking myself
quite invulnerable, I was going next to rush head-
long amidst the only little knot of Lalleotes which
still maintained its ground,—when my guardian,
again catching a glimpse of my person, stopped my
mad career, grasped me by the arm, and, spite
of my ‘despair at not seeing the end of an affair
in which I had taken such an active part, began
dragging me away: but the rout of the Arnacots
' “becoming decisive just at that very moment, he
listened ‘to the intreaties of those who had witnessed
my behaviour, and again let me go. I darted for-
ward like an® arrow from the bow, and gave chase
to™he now dispersing foe.

" Foremost in the attack,”I was soon foremost in
the pursuit, Among the Albanians flying before
us like chaff before the wind two particularly
caught my eye, while aphrt from the rest they
sought concealment behind a small patch of furzes.
Steadfastly watching their progress, and tracing
their route by the motion of the bushes, T left the
rest of the troop, to follow this pr-op]ising‘_sicent.
Fortunately my fugitives, instead of turning short
upon me to punish my imprudence, in their panic
only pushed forward, until the hindmost getting
entangled among' the briars, presented his side to
the contents of gny carbine, and bit the dust; while
the other only ran the faater for his caprade’s
groans. . &
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. My great ambition had been to take a prisoner,
—to possess a slave. « I therefore left the disabled
man, as secure, to his own meditations, and with
my biggest voice called to his conipanion to sur-
render. Luckily he did not even look round at
the stripling who addressed him; but presently,
leaping down a little eminence, 'disa'ppagrea in-a
thicket, where I thought it prudent to give up:the
hazardous chase.
I now returned to thesfellow whom I had left -
writhing on the “ground, apparently. at the last
gasp; and when sufficiently near, lest there should
still lurk about him some latent spark of life,
which might only wait to spend itself in alast honse
thrust, swiftly gprung® forward, and, for fear of
foul play, put an extinguisher upon it; ere’l ven-
tured to take any other liberties with his person.
This done, I deliberately proceeded to the work of
spoliation. With a hand all trembling with joys I
“first took the silver mounted pistols, and glittering
poniard, and costly yatagan; I next collected the
massy knobs of the jacket, and clasps of the
buskins,” and still more valuable sequins lying.
perdue in the folds of the sash; and lastly, feel-
ing my appetite for plunder increase in proportion
as 1t was gratified, thought it such a pity toleave
any part of so showy an attire g prey to cor-

1upt10n, that I undressed the dead man com-
pletely. : ‘ Fop i
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When however the business which engaged all
my attention was entirely achieved, and that human
body, of which, in the eagerness for its spoil, I had
only thus far noticed the separate limbs one by
one, as L stripped them, all at once struck my sight
in its full dimensions, as it lay naked before me ;—
when I egmtemplated that fine athletic frame, but a

_moment before full of life and vigor unto its fingers’

ends, now rendered an insensible corpse by the
random shot of a raw youth whom in close combat
its little finger might have crushed, I -co_ul_d not-
help feeling, mixed with my exultation, a sort of
shame, as iffor a cowardly adyantage obtained over
assupeior being ; and, in order to make a kind of
atonement to the shade of an Epirote—of a kinsman
—1 exclaimed with outstretched hands, ¢ Cursed
be the paltry dust which turns the warrior’s arm
into a merg ‘engine, and striking from afar an in-
vigible blow; carries death n6 one knows whence to
no one knows whom; levels the strong ;vith the
wealk, the brave with the dastardly ; and,yenabling
the feeblest hand to wield its fatal lightning, makes
the conqueror slay without anger, and the conquered
die without glory !” T !

. On the very point of departing after this sort
of expiatory effusion,: with l;gyil_eayy but valuable
trophy huddled on my back, the thought struck me
that I might jncur a suspicion of spo_rﬁna plumes

not my own, unless I brought my vouchers. With
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that view I began detaching from my Arnaocot’s
shagey skull both the ears, as pledges for the re-
mainder of the head, when I should be at leisure
to fetch it; but considering how many gleaners
stalked the harvest field, and that if I lost my own
head, none other might be found to make me
amends, I determined to take at once all T meant
to keep. The work was a tough one, and the ope-
rator 4t best still a bungler, but I succeeded at
last ;—and now, in an ecstacy of delight, though
almost afraid to look at my bundle, I returned to
our party—for ever cured, by an almest instanta-
neous transition to bemerltv, of every%entiment of
fear. TIndeed such remained for some timesthe fer-
ment of my spirits, that, while I carried my load
on one arm, I kept brandishing my sword with the
other, still eager to lay about me, and to cut:down
whorrsoever T met.

My master,—alr ea&y informed of my pmﬁs,
and on he look-out for my returm,—seeing me
arrive thas fierce'and turbulent, immediately eried ™
- otz ¢ Bravo, Anastasius! At your first outset;
you are become a complete hero. —But,” added
he, laughing, * since the fight is over, and the
enemy routed, suppose you put- up your sword and
wash your face!” ® _

The advice was seasonable. I had in the heat’
of the engagement received, I know ot how, a cut
across the jaw, of which the scar remains to this _
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day, and shows a shining white ridge across my
strong black beard.

' The head?® which, in imitation of my companions,
I laid before the Pasha, he only treated as a foot-
ball ;—an usage whichsmade me feel vexed for its
dignity and my own: but when the whole harvest
was got in; he ordered the produce to be built into
the base of a handsome pyramid. The remaining
Arnaoots of the peninsula, cut off at the der
afterwards supplied its top, and thus afforded the
inhabitanfs of Trlpoh?za a most agreeable vista,
- which they enjoy to. this day. One of our men,

indeed, atteétopted to keep back from the ébmmon

store a skull ofhis own collecting, meaning to turn
it into & drinking cup for private use : but the Pasha
severely censured an idea < so disgraceful,” he ob-
served, ¢ to a civilized nation like the Turks;” * and
was near making its author, in punishment of his
offenice; contribute to the building materials from
his own stock. As for myself, when I came to
" offer my mite I found that same Hassan, before so
supercilious, all condescension. Bravery was with
him the first of virtues: some said the only one !—

Mine he paid in ready money, -with a handful of

sequins ; adding: you are a lad of spirit; and af

you will but become a true believer, you may rely
upon me for promotion.”
At this flattering offer, my heart rose tq my lips.

At once I would have answered: ¢ Moslemin, or
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heathen, or‘whatever your highness pleases —but
a look from my master stopped my complying
speech. I read m it a positive prohibition, and
durst not disobey, Prostrating myself on the
ground, I begged the Pasha would command his
servant” any thing but to renounce his precious
faith.. This behaviour had thegood luek not to
displease the Visier, and much to gratify the in-
te:qeber. It entirely gained me the heart of a
nephew of Mayroyeni, his uncle’s agent, named
Stepban ;—a man* who was said to keep his ac-
counts between this world and the next much more
even thtn his older relation. Indeed, %o little had
the drogueman the reputation of being tenacious-on
the score of religion, that T could not refrain from
asking Him, the first instant e were alone together :
“why he should thus have stood in the way of his
sexrvant’s fortune 7 ey

« You fool,” was his answer, I only stood in
the way of your ruin. Had you accepted the High-
admiral’s proposal, you would immediately have
received some inferior appointment, and in that you
would haye been left to waste the remainder of your
life. Your first promotion would have been your
last. Despised by the Turks and shunned by the
Greeks, you would have found support nowhere ;
and must henceforth have lived not only degraded,
but, what is-worse, forgotten. Has it never struck
you,” added he in a whisper, and as if afraid of

L

[ Q
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being overheard; ¢ that if much were to be gained

_ by a Christian.turning Moslemin, there are others
besides yourself sufficiently reasonable not to stick
at the difference between Kyrie eleison, and Allah,
Illah, Allah 9 » :

"This observation' set all reply at defiance. I laid
by my swerd, and resumed my coffee-tray.

"The interior of the Morea being liberated from the
Albanians, Hassan determined to spend the remain-
derof the season in clearing its seas of the Maynotes.
A strong' detachment was sent with instructions to
force the passes of mount Taygetus, the abode of
those miscréints; and our encampment was in the
mean time removed from the plain of Argos to that
of Nauplia. Precisely the small slip of this other-
wise delightful valley which is closest to the city,
and extends under the tremendous rock of the
Palamida, had, by the sea water constantly cozing
in, been rendered a swamp, vying for noxious
exhalations with the opposite morass of Lerna.

- Hassan; while waiting the issue of the expedition
to Maymio, resolved, without knowing much of the
garden of the ﬁesperides,'to make this pestilential
nook its fac-simile,—and, by way of restoring to their
pristine innocence and purity the somewhat dete-
riorated minds of his Arnaocot prisoners, had them
conveyed on shore every morning, chained two and
twcr:'_ to forward this rural design. Hasds that
nevey, yet had wiclded any thing but weapons of war

L]
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and destructlon, were Now réludtantly seen to grasp
instruments of peace and husbandry, and to exchange
the sword and the carbine for the rake and the
spade; and men only aceustomed to ‘eut and clip
human limbs, gnashed their teeth with rage, at
being compelled to"prune orang&trees, and to tie
up carnations.

" Like other distinguished personages, Hassan had
his enemies in the capital. 'They represented his
attempt on the impregnable fastnesses of Mayno as
a mad scheme; they ceased not to mvexgh against
his extortions: but the crime they dwelt upon with
peculiar eloquence and pathos, was hi§ atrocity in
employing Mohammedan captives to lay out his -
vile shrubberies; and one morning that Hassan, in
the midst of his works, was inhaling in copious
streams the incense of his courtiers vying in com-
pliments on his taste, came a fulminating hatti-
sherif from the Borte, to enjoin the immediate libe-
ration of all his prisoners, and the returh of his
squadron to Constantinople.

Vam would be the attempt to paint the Pasha's
rage. ~ Striking his forehead with the impérié.l-
mandate, he swore he would obey its commands—
would deliver his prisoners from their bondage : but
only in death! and ordered them to be marshalled
for immediate execution. The signal was gweﬂ°
and at each waving of his hand fell a head. Every
_ beholder looked aghast, but none durst breathe

-
-

'
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_even a syllable of intercession for the vietims.
Fifteen heads already lay gasping amidst the par-
terres which their wearers had planted ; and seemed
only a prelude to the fall of as many hundreds:
when Mavroyeni at Jast stepped forward, and,
throwing himself at his master’s feet, begged he
would have merey, not,on the culprits, who deserved
their fate, but on his own innocent lilies and jes-
mines, which had done nothing to deserye being
deluged in blood, instead of moistened only by the
dews from heayen. _
Perhaps the Pasha himself had already begun to
reflect, not®on the‘cruel-ty of his conduct, but on its
consequences ;—pethaps he was not sorry for an
excuse to desist from his rash vow. His jocularity,
between each new act of the disgusting spectacle,
might only in reality be intended to slacken the
progress of the slaughter. The flowers were pitied,
the massacre stopped, the garden abandoned, and
the not yet pollarded Arnaoots conveyed tothe passes
out of the Morea, there to be turped loose upon the
remainder of the Turkish empire.
By the sacrifice of a few of the purses which he
Had collected, Hassan still obtained Iea.ve.only}' to
* resign the, command of the Morea to Hadgee
Ibrahim, his own kehaya:'® a man who, ’in turns
@ilgrim at Mecea, chief*of banditti in Roumili, **
slave-merchant on the Black Sea, and sol.cil_ier_ at the
Dardanelles, was by no means the Pasha’s unapt

»
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representative; but who nevemheless was only al-
lowed to succeed him with the subordinate rank of
Moohassil, *—the exhausted state of the Peninsula
disabling it from supporting, in a governor, the bur-
thensome weight of the thrae tails.

The news of the entire failure of the Maynote
expedition became the signalefor our departure. In
my impatience to behold the capital Tehad been :
counting the days and hours till we should sail, and
had been frightened bysmany a report of our winter-
ing at Naaplia. Inexpressible therefore was my joy
when, on the fifteenth of November 1779, E actually
saw the anchors heaving, and the sails finfurled.

_ Behold me now at sea a-second time, not like the
first on hoard a paltry trading vessel; only sur-
rounded by tarred sailors, and myself toiling like
a galley slave, but in'a superb three-decker—a posi-
tive moving city on the waves ; basking in the sun-
shine of a visier of the first class; viewing, which-
ever way I turned my eyes, glittering officers and
guards; and having nothing myself to do but to
wonder at all I saw. This I did abundantly. Not
a hole or corner df the vesseliwas left unexplored;
and, though exceedingly wroth on board the Vene-
tian at being obliged to bear a part in working the ;
ship, which I then thought an intolerable drudgery,
1 here, on the contrary, ffom being very much dis
couraged by the sailors in my attempts to assist
them, found no pleasure so great;and was cén-

-
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stantly lendiig a hand in setting the sails, bracing
the yards, and imitating like a monkey all I saw
others do. Frequently; when my master sent for
me to my birth below, I was up in the main top;
and I seldom came down from this favourité station,
except to listen open-mouthed on the carriage of a
gun to the glowing descriptions of the wonders and
delights of the capital —the city by pre-eminence,—
which some one or other of my companions,was con-
. .stantly praising. Itseemed to me, though the wind
continued umabatingly fair, that we never were to
reach this earthly. paradise. gy

On one ocasion indeed the eurrent of mythoughts,
thus far uninterruptedly directed toward Stambool, **
eiqierieuced 4 sudden stop, a total reflux. The in-
tellectual tide, till then only flowing in one direc-
tion, at once ebbed, 31'1(:.1 set the contrary way. It
was when we came in sight of my native land, of
my beloved Chios. While rapidly sailing before the
wind along its verdant shores, a pang shot to my
heart,—an indescribable yearning seized upon my
soul. « At the back of that ridge of purple crags
which I could almost touch with my hand, lived my
aged parents; lived, sighed—perhaps, sighed no
longer—my injured Helena, the first loved of my
heart! Were not the rocky screen betwixt, T might
actually at that instant behold their now melancholy
homes, and in less than an hour I might restore the
mourning tenants to their wonted serenity. I might «
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receive and bestow the embraces of love and of duty ;
I might ‘again possess the united*blessings of those
whom I had so cruelly abandoned; I might tell
them, “ Anastasius has fought, Anastasius has van-
quished, Anastasius returnsto you. T returns to
deposit at your adored feet, and to sacrifice to your
‘love and your pardon, the laurels he has gathered,
'and the praise and promises he has gained.” *“Now
s,” thought I—but soon 1rretr1eva‘b1y to vanish—
the moment in which to recoyer kindred, country,.
peace of mmd and connubial happiness. If again
cast away, they must be lost for.ever I” = ;
Frantic at this thought, I hastily left the deck,
and hurfied to the drogueman, to entreat that I
might be put ashore, and allowed to Yeturn among
my friends. i 29

On what trifling circumstances depends the fate
of our lives! Had I felt less anxious, I should
have succeeded : I should have reached my master’s j
presence, have preferred my petition, have obtained
my suit, have been remstated in my filial privileges,
and probably at this tinfe have been the *happy
father of a numerous progeny, with the soothing
prospect of a tranquil and respected old age.

A nail-head made the difference!'—A nail- head
causes me, by remote consequences, at the distance
of many years, to die in.a strange land a premature
and painful death, unowned by a friend, unwept by
a child ! This unfortunate iron (on which may lieall
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my sms) not being sufficiently clenched, protruded
most unwarrantably from the steps of the cabin.
Several times already it had caught my ﬂowmg
dress ; and each time condemned to decapitation, it
had only been reprieved from sheer thoughtlessness.
In the eagerness of the moment, I hooked it with
my shaksheer, as I ran down stairs, and, losing my
balance, fell, and st uck my skull agamst the ﬂom
of the cabin,

Senseless from the shock, I onl_y recovered to find
myself lying on the deck, wﬂ:h my head in the lap
of one of the Pasha’s tshawooshes. The first thing
upon which gny eyes opened was the offjger’s yest,—
one of those gorgeous specimens of embroidery,
W_h.ich I had so greedily coveted, and had so fully de-
termiued some day to obtain : the ﬁ:!.t thing I heard
Pasha lnmself | So mifth glare dazzled my senses;
so great an honour overpowered my weak brain. For
some time, indeed, I scarce could remember what
had occupied my thoughts prior to my accxrlent
All in my...miﬁ was confusion and darkness; and
Whﬂ]l 1 again began with same clearness to retrace
my ideas, the contact was too immediate with one,
species of ob‘]ect near my heart, not to feel the at-
traction of other more distant treasures, weak in com-
parison. It nou;geemed tomea Womanly act to cast .
away all the fruit of the peuls 1 had past, of the
reputauon I had gamcd and of t.he favolr 1 had_

¥OT. I. ¥ _
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At last we entered the boghaz!!® Stunned by
the incessant thundering of the almost uninterrupted
suceession of batteries, which line the whole of its
shore, I felf not the less asif sharing all the honours

; of gheir salutes, and could scarce repress my joy and
exultation. In a few hours I was to behold that
celebrated city, whose origin lay hid in the obscurity
of ages, whose ancient greatness had often been the

« theme of my infant wonder, and whose humiliation
under the Othoman yokeI had, in concert with my
didaskalosfof Chios, frequently lamented with tears;
but which=—even in its present degraded st-ate,-'aﬁd
groaning udder the despotism of the Turks—had
from a child been the final object of all my views
and Wwishes. = * :
‘A most favourable wind continued to swell our
sails, Our mighty keel shot rapidly through the
waves of the Prbpbntis, foaming before our prow.

Every instant the vessel seemed to-advance with ac-

celerated speed ; asif—become animated—it felt the
near approach to its place of rest; and at last Con-
. stantinople Tose, in all its grandeur, before us.

With eyes riveted on' the expanding splendours T
watched, as they rose out of the bosom of the sur-
rounding wafers, the pointed minarets, the st:llin'g
ctipolas, and the innumerable habitations, either
stretching’ along the jagged shore, and reflecting -
their image in the }n‘irror- of the deep, or .creepmg
up the crested mountain, and tracing their outline

¥ 2
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CHAI;TER v, '

I7 was with &Jfﬁculty that I could collect my scat-
tered senses, when the time came to step down%toh
~ the nut-shell, all azure and gold, which waited to
convey the drogueman’s suite to the Fanar, where,

A with the: other principal Gfeeks, Mayroyeni had his
remdenee #ach stroke of the oar, after we had
pushed off from the ship; made our llght caick! glde
by some new palace, nmore splendid than those which
precedcd it ; and every fresh edifice I beheld, grander
in its appearance than the former, was 1mmedm1:ely
set down in my mind as my master’s habitation. 1
began o feel uneasy whert I perceived that we had
passed the handsomest district, and were advancing
towards a less showy quarter, My pangs increased

@ as we weré made to step ashore cn a mean-looking
quay, and to turn into a narrow dirty lane; and I
attained the acme of my dismay, when, arrf¥ed op-
posite a house of a dark and dingy hue, apparently
crumbling to pieces with age and neglect,® I was
told that there lived the lord Mavroyeni. At
first I trjed to persuade myself that my companions
were joking ; but, too soon assured they only spoke
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the truth, I entered with a fainting heart. A new
surprise awaited me within. That mean fir-wood
case of such forbidding exterior, contained rooms
furnished in all the splendour of eastern magni-
ficence. Rersian carpets coVered the floors, Genoa
velvets clothed' the walls, andsgilt trellis work over-
cast the lofty ceilings. #Clouds of rich perfumes rose
on all sides from silver censers; and soon I found
that this dismal outside appearance was an homage
paid by the cunning of the Greek gentry to‘the
fanaticism of the Turkigh mob, impatient of what-
ever may, in Christians, savour of l‘uﬂu;y 'zgiid'-'égimi
tation, The persons of the Fanariote grandees were
of a piece with their habftat_ions; Within doorsy
sinking under the weight of rich furs, costly shawls, -
Jjewels, and trinkets, they went forth into the streets
wrapped in coarse, and dingy, and often thread-bare
clothing. o :
My arrival in the capit'al was almost immeliately
followed by an advancement from my private situa-
tion, to a more public dffice.  Whether the drogue-
man of the Capitan-pasha thought it unbecoming a
sprig of his own body—a drogueman’s son—to ap-
pear in the capacity of a domestic, or whether he
conceived that a tacoshanike himself, unconnected
with his rivals in office, and entirely dependent on-
his nod, was, in point of trust-worthiness, the next
thing toe mamlake;® or whether, finallyy he con-
sidered my acquirements and my capabilities, as

-
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above being confined -witl‘l.in the compass of a coffee-
tray ot the extent of a Persian pipe, he had scarce
had time to look about him, ere he conferred upon
me the employmeht—or rather the dignity—of re-
lieving him in some of'the lesser details of his busi-
ness. These chiefly consisted in attending every day
at the arsenal, there fo intmeduce to the High-ad-
miral the persons and to interpret the petitions, of
Greeks and of foréigners ;—for in the style offthe
Turkish diplomacy, a Christian ambassador de-

* manding an audience was lgmduced as a supph_

cant preferrmg a suit.

‘While, to Fgform the duties of his office, Mavro-
yeni himself held his usual station in the Capitan-
pasha’s own apartment, I was ‘installed in a small
adjoining roem, where I had to hear, to understand
if T could, or, whether I understood or not, to set
down and to condense into the shortest possible
written abstract, the long stories of petitioners and
the endless dialogues of disputants ; a duty, which
I always performed the better in proportion as I
understood the business brought before me the less.
It was here I learnt that art of generalising my ideas,
so esteemed, as I.am told, anmn‘g Frank‘ philoso-
phers.. 3 5

Undoubtedly, had the chgice been laid before me,
I should have preferred the truncheon to the pen.
But the drogueman had not the formenip his gift;
and the tedium of the latter was materially relieved

-
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by certain circumstances attached to its exercise.
For it soon became notorious that nothing assisted
me so much in giving weight to a case, as a few
sequins slipped from sheer absenee of mind betyween
the pages of the report; and in this respect the dif-
ference between my'master and myself only con-
sisted in his recewxn‘ purses,® where I received
single pieces. .

$till, to one Evho loved money only as the means
of pleasure, my confinement could not but be k-
some; and the moment Mavroyeni disappeared I -
too used to break up my levees, and te saunter
about. Whenever my master was ep‘;pfoyed by the
Pasha in some long-winded expedition, I proceeded
either to spend the money already earned in the
Tehartchees and Bezesteens,® or to procure new
customers for my own shop, by boasting inthe cof-
fee-houses and taverns of my influence in higher
quarters. Was Mavroyeni, on the contrary; only
expected to make a short absence, I contented my-
self with t;aking_ a turn round the precinets of the
arsenal,

In one of these rambles I remember bemn- shown
two highly esteemed.productions of the pictorial art,
presented by the drogueman to the Pasha. They
were representations U_I twa of Hassan's most me-
morable achievements ; the surprisal of the Russians
at Lemngs, and the bombardment of Daler at Acre.
In these chef-d’eeuvres all was depicted with the

-
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utmost faithfulness—the 's;ess_els, the batteries, the

o cuns, the very balls whizzing through the air, and
the shells falling on the. buildings. One feature
alone was omitted in compliment to Turkish preju-
‘dices; a mere trifle, u® doubt, in the eyes of the
painter—the combatants themselves !—but this very
circumstance—as I told the Turkish officer my
Peeronc—so far from lessening its value, was, in
my opinion, thggmost jﬁdicious thing I had ever‘be-
held. The great point in works of art, my language-
master at Chios had assured me, was only to bring
forward the leading objects, the essential supporters
of the actioh; and to discard all insignificant and
superfluous accessories. ~ Now, what was it that in
engagements by land or by water did all the exe-
cution? The men?—By no means! They only
stood aloof. Itwas the shells, the bullets, the grape-
shot.  These.therefore filled the whole foreground
more properly. ) = '

So much did the acuteness of this remark de-
light the officer, that in his rapture, he clapped
his broad whiskers on my face, and swore I was the
only sensible Greek he ever had met with. " It was

_ evident that he knew not a countryman of mine,
whom I found one morning in excessive wrath with
a Perote artist—a Frank,—for having painted him
a Madonna with such force of light and shade, as
absolutely tosstand out from the canvas: He swore
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it was a seandalous production ;—almost as bad as
an image ! and the poor artist could not even ob- 4
tain praise for his talent, much less, payment for his
labour.

I had been several weeks it Constantinople with-
out yet:seeing my patron’s lady.  Not that, like
Turkish wives, she was kept secluded in a harem,!
but, on the contrary, because, in order to enjdy
greater freedom, she preferred spending her autumn
at a villa on the Bosphorus, One afternoon Mayro-
yeni took me to Therapiah® in his caick, and I was
there presented to the domina. She happened to
be sunning her plump charms on the quiy. Nothing
could exceed the stateliness of her appearance ; and
had she not been somewhat broader than she was
long, her carriage would have been very dignifieds
Half a dozen surrounding attendants had no other
employment, but to support her august person;
much too importang to support itself on ordinary
occasions.  One walked on before with a peacock-
tail fan, to keep the flies from her glossy face; and
another behind, to shake the dust off her Stl].]. more
lustrous gown.

An untoward accident was fated to happen, just .
as every thing seemed disposed to strike a new comer
with all possible awe and admiration. At the furthest
outlet of the channel, jn the very middle of its sil-
very expanse, and on the verge of the:horizon, was
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descried a dark speck that looked endowed with
motion. Rapidly the opaque body advanced, skim-
ming the fleecy surface of the waters: and, as it
approached, i!‘; increased in size and eonsequence.
Its wide extending fin@ dipped into the waves like
the pinions of the swallow, while its sharp and pro-
minent beak eut its way through the billows like
the shark or the sword-fish. All eyés were riveted
upon the thréatening ‘monster, and presently no one
but myself any longer remained in ignorance of its
natfire. It stood confessed,—O horror !—not ex-
actly a dragon come to devour our princess ort the
sea-shore, like another Andromeda, in order to give
me an opportunity of signalizing my gallantry as her
Perseus; but something full as savage, and much
more inglprious: the Bostandjee-bashee?d m ]:li_s po-
lice' boat, comimg to mibble ‘at the trains of the
Greek princesses, which exceeded the (standard
of the Turkish sumptuary laws. At this terrific
sight, the arms of the six suivantes all dropped with
one acegrd by their_sides, and with them :iz"c}pped
to the ground their mistress’s train. The snow-white
ermine swept the dust of theroad ; while its wearer—
who just before had appeared scarce able to move
without ‘assistance—suddenly recovered the entire
use of her short legs, and waddled away by herself
as nimbly as any duck pursued by a kite, unti] the
friendly screen of a wall enabled her tos stop, to
face about, and to take breath after the immense
exertion.
]

o
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As soon as the terrified party had safely reached
the house, the fault of the precipitate retreat was laid
on an impending shower. I had the imprudence—
fool that I was—to run and search fora cloud. The
only one I could find was thatgathering on the lady’s
own brow; and my officiousness got me a look in
that quarter, which boded more storms than ever
lashed the Bosphorus in March.

‘What could the companysdo, in the uncertain
state of the sky, but collect round the tandoor 7 °—
that safe refuge against the winter’s rigours, shat
eastgrn nondescript, which in the angle of the
mitred sofa holds a middle character $hetween the
table and the bed, ang underneath whose gaudy co-
verlet all the legs of the snug party coverge round
a pot of lighted charcoal, there to stew for the even-
ing. Like the rest, I crept under the bed-clothes.

This was. my. fi first ndrmssmn to a gosmpmg party
of quah'ry, and T must in justice to its members
confess. that it yielded not to those of inferior-rank.
In'the course of an hour or two I heard a very, rea-
sonable- quantity of scandal, There was o recent
oceurrence in church or state, army_ or nayy, boards
or bed-chambers, the Bab-humayoon,* or the back
stairs, but was properly collected, combined, com-~
pa.red, dissected, analyzed, and circulated. - I now
for t]le first time lea;!;nt,b to my’ mﬁmte sat:lsfachon,
botH the Pr ecise offence of the last Vizier beheaded,
.~ and the precise length of the Jast feridjee 2 curtailed.

*® I was informed in the same breath, how the great

©
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- Morosi managed his principality, a‘ﬂﬂ How: the ]l.ttle’--; .

. Manolacki conducted his courtship ; how the Patriz—

arch had quarrelled with the Archons, ™ and how the
Spatar'* had beaten hiswife; how the mortgages of
the church were redeehing, and how the slipper-
money** of the Sultanas was engaged: and I so
confidently heard it asserted by a gentleman on my
right, that the conference between a certain Embas-
sador and the Reis-effendee’® would produce a new
war; and by a lady on my left, that the meeting
between a certain archimandrite and his ghostly.
daughter would produee a new christening, that I
no longer doubted that the fumes of the brazier over
which we sat, must have all the oracular virtues
which issued from the cave of Delphi.  On going to
bed T expected from them very surprising effects, _
but to my disappointment I experienced none other
than a dream, in which I beheld the Sultan Polmdmg
the Grand Mufti in a mortar, 7 and the pope of
Rome standmg by erying bravo!—¢Bravo,” echoed
I with all my might,—when my own voice waking
me Just in good time, I got up to return with my
" master to the capital.

““ Well, Anastasius,” said the droguéman to me,
as we werg cleawn‘g the waves of the Bosphorus,
a }mw do you like our C(mstantmap}c life 2}

® Very much;” was the answer evidently expected

_ byt which T did' not give,—feeling little edified with
my visit to Thér‘a!;b, where T had had my s?:nre .

>
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of the second-hand ihsolence, which the Fanariotes
take very quietly from the Turks, énly to put it off
less quietly among the tacoshans. ¢ Notat all;”
was therefore the short reply I made.

The drogueman stared. « I felt I had been too
laconic.  Were the rest of the Greeks I see ‘There,”
added I, < at all like your highness, the place
would indeed be a paradise; but this capital seems to
change the nature of whatever it harbours ; and my
countrymen, so gay, so light-hearted at Chios, seem
at the Fanar at once dull and important. Besides,

" the difference made between Christians and Moham-
medans here is too great, too mortifyinfy. The few
Moslenien of Chios mingle with its sayahs on a foot-

‘ing of equality. They almost reckon it a favour to
be admitted to their junketings. But here, the very

" noblest of the Grecks—your highness alone ex-

cepted—are daily exposed to the insults of the
meanest Turk. Were it not for my principles, [
would rather be a Turkish pnrter than a Greek

prince.” .

Mavroyeni looked thoughtful. After a little
pause, “ You mistake, Anastasius,” repﬁed he, “in
thinking the Greek 'of Constantinople different from

the Greek of Chios.  Our nation is ever 'y where the .

same. _The same at Petersburg as at Ca,rro the

same how that it was' twenty oentunes aggor .

I stared in my turn. el
“What I say,” contmuedﬁ'ly master, “is pEl‘-

L
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fectly true. - The complexion of the modern Greek
" may receive a different cast from different surround-
ing objects: the core still is the same as in the days
~of Pericles. Credulity, versatility, and thirst of
distinctions from the earliest periods formed, still
form, and ever will continue to form, the basis of the
Greek character ; and the disgimilarity in the ex-
ternal appeamnce of the nation arises, not from any
radical cha.nge im its temper and disposition, but only
from the incidental variation in the means through
which the same propensities are to be gratified. The
. ancient Greeks worshipped an hundred gods, the
modern Greeks adore as many saints. The ancient
Greeks believed in oracles and prodigies, in incanta-
tions and spells; the modern Greeks have faith in
relics and miracles, in amulets and diyinations, The
ancient Greeks Igmughz, rich offerings and gifts to
the shrines of their deities, for the purpose of obtain-.
-ing success in war and pre-eminence in, peace; the-
modern Greeks hang up dirty rags round the sanc-
tuaries of their saints, to shake off an ague or to
propitiate a mistress. The former were stanch pa-
triots at home, and subtle courtiers in Persm, the
latter defy the Turks in Mayno, and fawn upon
them at the Fanar. .B&éiﬂﬂﬁ:..w‘i‘s not every coms-
moﬂweﬂth of ancient Greece as much a prey to
cabals and factions as every community of modern
Greece ? Does not every modern Greek preserve
the%am,e desire for supremacy, the same readiness
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to undermine by every means fair or foul his com-
petitors, which was displayed by his ancestors? Do ~

not the Turks of the present day resemble the Ro-
mans of past ages in their respect for the ingenuity,
and, at the same time, inctheir contempt for the
character of their Greek subjects? And does the
Greek of the Fanargshow the least inferiority te the
Greek of the Piraeusin quickness of perceptmn, mn
fluency of tonoue, and 1 fondness#or qmbbles, for
disputation, and for sophistry ?—Believe me, the
very difference between the Greeks of time past and

of the present day, arises only from their thorough -

resemblance; from that equal pliabiligy of temper,
and of faculties in both, which has ever made them
receive with equal readiness the impression of every

mould and the impulse of every agent. When

patnntlsm, p_ub_lig: spirit, and. Br_&-gminence in arts, ;

sciencey literature, and warfare, were the road to

distinetion, fhe Greeks shone the first of patriots, of
heroes, of painters, of poets, and of philosophers.

Now that craft and*subtlety, adulation and intrigue
are the only paths to greatness, these same Greeks
_are—ywhat you see them !” b

- To me it mattered little, whether the modern
Greeks resamb,led the ancient or mot, as long as I

- was not reckoned on a fo@ngrwlt_h my ng;igllbouls
the Fanariotes, I therefore paid Mavroyeni a cow-
‘pliment,_on his oratory, and let. m%subject drop;
still muttering to. myself, 4 Stambool was a détest-
able place !”

L . -
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sionally with such energetic bursts, as both asto-
nished and delighted the Fanariote fair.. To them
my rough-cast hamage presented an acceptable con-
trast to the mawkish tenderness of their every-day
admirers. My freedom pussed for naiveté, my
neglect of forms evinced a flattering devotedness,
and my rustic exterior promised “affections more
robust and lastmg than could be expected from the
sickly natives of a large capital. Flattered by the
men, and smiled upon by the women, 1 now said to
myself—¢ Stambool is a charming place!” |
Se great, indeed, became m it my vogue, that,
ha.dmy fastidiousnessbeen less, I might have adapted -
my cnurtsh;ps, as our great men suit their pelisses,
to the different seasons of the year®for, while autumn
still continued to pour forth her golden treasures, a
grocer’s fair spouse—herself the image of ripeness
and of plenty-—oﬂ;’ezedm feed my good-will with figs
and raisins, to pay if comfits for the sweets of my
converse, and tg, suppcrt the ardour of my affections* @
with rosoglio and spice: when winter began to chill
the blood, the sleek helpmate of a futrier would fain
have dispelled my freezing. coldness even at the ex-
_pense of all her husband’s rarest ermines ; and, when
returning spring enamelled every field with fresh
flowers, I beheld at my feet a whole bevy of beau-
ties, fresh as the violet and_ the dmswd, to own the
t.ruth, ngt gulch ‘more gxgw in the scale of human
ﬂﬂweneté_ —but comfits were only lures for boys; er-

-
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tracting her attention, and exciting her interest.’
When therefore she; who at first had feared to dis--
grace her pretty pouting lips with the mere sound
of my name, began to abuseiny person and my
character with most fpquacious virulence, I consi-
dexed my triumph as secure. ¢ Theophania,” eried
I, though not yet loud enough to be heard by her-
self—¢ you only pursue me with contemptuous
looks, to feast youreye on my person ; and you only’
load me with opprobrious epithets, to fix your mind " .
on my image!” « = = . e | g
If at dast—which love and discretion forbid my
ever boastihg |—the prize rewarded my pains, yet
troublesome’was its tenure. The Euxine passes 10t
- more quickly from tranquillity to storms, than from
serenity to passion changed my 'Iempes%mu?and
“variablemistress.  One mom enﬁ,‘:infatu;gtgd to per-
fect forgetfulness of her pﬁd§ afid station, M@d
clssp' my knees in ecata?ey; "anﬂ,;hnmhﬁgg;. hwlf
unto my very ﬁeet;‘ glory in ‘Hei'--tfebasgnmnﬁ.;i.thef
next, choking with rage, she would suddenly start
*up adhin, rail at heﬁdegradation, wonder’ what she
<aw in me to admire;,"and charge me, on my life, to
disclose By what spell T had cofipelled her affections ;
- * but again, after having liaped upon me every divest
®  execration which her fertile fancy could suggest, her
passion would take another turn, and, bu:s‘ﬁg into
‘aflood of tears, she would '@.Pnjurb..mé by all that
w&f"‘mou-sa&ee];?iﬁ' I could not retum ‘her Jove, at
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Jeast to pity her agony, and assist in breaking the
charm I had .wrought, by rendering myself pur-
posedly as hateful as possible.. .

What more could' & do than T did? The only
thing she ever saw me coay were. my own little
budding mustachios, whose education and growth
T watched over with the tendernéss of an anxieus.
parent: the. only thing she ever heard me praise,
were the qualities to which she had the least pre-
. tension; self-command, endurance, meekness. The
preferentg's I felt in other quarters I freely owned ;-
and the-consolations I found, when she banished me
her presence, I regulatly enumerated. ¥n my vul-
* gar exultation (for'vulgar it was) I treafed with the:
familiarity of a clown, one who had been used to the - -
defer®nce of a qieen; and to all such as had for-
merly suffered from Theophania’s insolence, Tboasted -
of beifig their avenger. ' Yet, in spite of my conduct:
her love lessened not ; it only became more conspi-
cuous; it afforded a sneering, public a richer treats
and at nass every eye in the church segmed con-
stantly Vibrating between the ‘gfated gallery above,
where Theophania sat with the other’women, and
the part of the navé®below: where, by hef" express
desire, T took my stationmin order that she nght
see me during her devout prayers.

' Lel;,ﬂm make his confidential friend of no woman,
except sudl an one as he canmot ‘possibly make his
mistress ;—namely, his mother, his sister, or ‘his-
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only mmmnmg sohmtude‘ therefore, was to make a‘\‘t
dignified retreat: After a profound bow—of- d’éf*‘"'"f’
fiance rather‘than of respeet,—I strutted away, car-
rying my head so high, that T knocked.it againstithe
soffit of the door. o i
But in spite of my seeming indifference, I fe]t
injured, if not degraded s#forgin surveying my con-
_duet, T only ‘teok into account the last drop that
rose abovesthe brim; the rest was hid within the
vessel: e ¥
I'need not observe that what to me appeared the
heightof i 111_}u5t:ce, was deemed by the remainder
of the family only a tardy act of bare equity. Such
a5 it was, however, it caused great jubilation, and
in the twinkling of an eye, the whole Fanar was
 informed of the secretary’s disgrace —only it was
aseribed to my having, with a pistol in one fyan'd,‘
anda sword in"the other, made such propesals to
madame la droguemane; as she could not possibly
listen to—from her husband’s clerk.
Eaves-dropping never was among «my fancies,
Nor was T fand enough of"puzzles, to put together
broken sentences, which in gerferal may be made to
bear any signifieation; butone’s own'mameis a great
stumbling-block in the way of one’s discretion : and
when, crossing a dark passage as T went out of the
house; T heard mine pronounced with .great' vehe-
m%e, the sound acted-like a talisman. It'nveted
me to the spof. I stoppe& to hear my panegynu

9
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sistance became of real comsequence. Nothing how-
ever stopped me in my circuit, until T had knocled
at the last door in the distriet ;—for T still bo‘e in
mind the last words I had heard under my master’s
roof, and wished to preserve an authentic record of
my obligations to each of my friends.. When no
one remained*to apply to I cast up the sum total,
and finding it a cipher, wished theme all"at the
devil, and crossed overto Galata.

T here got,, for my money, a new set of cronies:
—jolly souls, who, not: possessing a para® of their
ow in the world, never inquired what others were
worth, but lived from hand to mouth, Banished care,
and set melancholy at defiance. Phey initiated
nie into a lower and more riotoussspecies of intem-
perance than the decorum of my former situation
had permitted. ' Every day we met in some of the
taverns of the neighbourhood, where my new friends
contributed their share of the entertainment in sal-
Ties at the expense of my old ones—and I, in ready
cash. Tt was quite consoling, to hear how they

pitied the drogueman, for losing such a treasureas

myself; how they laughed at my wit evea before I
spoke, and how they drank every ‘instant to ‘my
health, and. the ‘success of my: schemes. No day
passed without a party of pleasure being proposed,
for the sole putpose of keeping up my spirits:: and,

lest T siould not be aware how ‘entirely they all « |

joined in it for my sake, no one ever ventured t0 .

LY
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inquire the cost. Indeed, so far from presuming to
offend my delicacy by requesting' to share in the
expense, they thought it a proper compliment to my
liberality to borrow fr'g_m' me whatever money they
_wanted. Not for thewerld would they give another
the preference! '
As soon as my finances gvere exhausted, my com-
pa.nionéif' course disappeared ; not, howeveér—to do
them justice—from choice, but from sheer necessity,
 and because,; having been entirely supported by me,
* they gow had to. shift for themselyes. When my
embarrassment became known, one person only came
. forgvard to rélieve me, and that a female too, and
- "ome who had not much reason to be pleased with my
: proceedings—the little,grocer’s wife, whose figs and
raisins I had disdained. Hearing an exaggerated
account of my distress, and thinking me absolutely
sﬁm}iﬁg, she trundled away with all her\‘pmstme .
affection still next her heart, and a _]_a;rg’i'e. pot of
marmalade under. each arm.. These, and all else
her shg;;.-.-t:gntainéd, she pressed me to dispose of.
Too Pmudmbwe to charity what I could not earn
B}* love, Ipom&ed to my dress, which had cost a
great deal, and was still; in its ruins, worth a few -
sequins, and begged she would not urge me, I
will not receive,” cried I, ﬁ"whgl:'gl can make no
return 3 but wj:gn,yomw I wanted bréad, you
bmngh&»memnsprvenfmﬁa aﬂd&f any fiesh ones

L - -
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« to have all the men hold out their wrists, and alt
the women put out their tongues to him—in con-
sultation.

“The cap had already been provided. The beneesh
was immediately put on, and the very attendant
chosen in petto. For, to-the hawk’s eye of my Is-
raelite, my anxious look at once bespoke me the:
very thin® he wanted. *Calling me aside, he ‘made
the proposal without much cereriony. 1 was ostefis
sibly to be his servant, but, in reahty, his partner.
Even that clause, however, could not sweeten the
nauseous draught. I felt so mdignant at being pro-
posed to for an- apothecary s appr entice, that, with-
out making any answer, I went and imparted the
i_gapertine_nt-’oﬁ'er to my friend Vasili. But in that
quarter I found little sympathy. ¢ See,” said he,
laughing,  how fortune throws herself in your way-
I wish you joy of your good luck.”  This speech 1
was willifg to take as a joke, but I found it to be
serious ; and, more incensed than before, #¢ Soener,”
I eried, “ if all other trades fail, would T, in one of
those coarse and dingy Lahse7 jackets there, work
for my bread in the fields!" The earth cannot de-
grade its children, and no one :ré"'quires a character
to plouch the gl‘dgl:id.'” « True,” replied Vasili:
“ but one may vequire a constitution, though ; and

«who in their senses, pray, would take stich-a spindle-
shanked fellow as you are just now, with a face as
pale as a turnip already, and an eye mnnd whicls
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ture, I was horror-struck at the scene, and the yells
of the victims still ring in my ears.

Characters meet at large in the world, whxch may
.almost count as sure their meetmg acram, Some time
-or other, w1thm the nasrow precincts of the Bagnio.
Of this spegies. was the captam of the Maynote
pirates, who took our Venetian cutter. He now
occupled his winter - quarters among the géiley—
~ slaves. . Though 1 had had but little time on our
first interview to cultivate his acquaintance, I could
not help remembering that from the moment his
tall commanding figure rose above the side of our
vessel, and stepped on board, my stars had assumed
amilder aspect, and my situation hadbeen improved.
Eacb, therefore; wasiglad of the rencontre ; each ex-

ressed his sincere pleasuge at meeting the other;
each politely' hoped the other might be destined to
make a long sojourn in the place.

* There are men s& gifted, that in avhatever s1tua-
tion fate may place them, they still inspire a eertain
awe and‘respect, and, though fallen throu gh dint of
advelse circumstances into the most abject condition,
still netam ‘over all around them an innate supe-
iority. Of this sort was Mackari. He had been one
of the chieftains of that small tribe of mountaineers,
pent upin the pemnsula\of Mayno, who like greater -
‘nations claim’dominion oyer the seas that gird their
native rqcks. . Mackari, therefore, had only con-
sidered himself as acting conformably to bis . natural
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were threatened, he uniformly stood forward to
court the preference; and whiige his fortitude awed
into silence the useless complaints of his troop, his
self-devotion still relieved its real misery. One day,
when a ferocious. soldie® was going to fell with.his
club he omrade of Mackari’s fetters, whom his
manacled hands could not save from the blow, he
opposed to the frightful weapon all lie could com-
mand, his arm; which, broken by the stroke, fell
* by his side a wreck.

Thus did the-Maynote captain’s former crew still
view in their chief, though loaded with irons like
themselves, n8t only, the master to whom they con-
tinued to pay all the obedience they could show, but
the protector on whom they depended for all the
comfort they could receive. His very keepers were
unable in his sight togshake oft the awe felt by all
who approached him. They oonfessed by their fears
their nothingness in his presence they searce could
derive a sufficient sense of security from all the fet-
ters which they had heaped upon their vietim, In
vain would he himself with a bitter and disdainful
smile point to his forlorn state, and ask what they
apprehended from one on whom they might trample
withtimpunity ? The mere sound of his voice scemed
tobelie his words. It was the roar of a lion, dreaded
even through the bars of his cage. And when his
shackles were loosemed in order ‘that his dpily la-

bours might begin; when Mackari was enabled to
T (1]
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wherever the security from discovery seems the
greatest; and the sufferings of those who® attempts
at evasion have been baffled by their vigilance are
so cruelly aggravated, that a man must have lost all
hope of any oth&r deliverance on this side the grave,
ere he attempt so desperate a mode of legammg his
freedom.” :

Not such was my ‘case. As soon as recovering
from my first dismay, I had begun to cast my eye
around, it had been arrested by a neat little spire
with a handsome gilded top, peeping over' the battle-
ments of the western enclosure, and which somehow
struck me as am old acquaiﬁtance.. No wonder that
it should! It crowned that very pavilion of the
arsenal where the drogueman held liis office S where
_ sat'Mavroyeni; where T myself had performedwith
- applause my first part on the stage of the capital.
An 1mmed1ate gleam of hope beamed from its golden
ball, and glanced on my mind. "« How !” thought
Tacs “\/Iavmyem, my old master, shall spend all his.
mommgs within a stone’s throw dPthe place in which
pines his Anastasius; shall only be imgpeded by
the thickness of a wall from seeing his hapless fa-
vourites shall almost in the mldst of his business
hear.the moans of his suffering servant, and, if ap-*
plied to, ean he refuse to relieve me ?—Imposmble L
He needs ‘only know where I am, and what miserles
. T experience, to restore me, not perhaps to his pris-
" tine favour, but to the common privilege of Tiving,

or at least of dying,avhere I choose.”
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its progress outstrips the quickness of lightnibg or
of thought. It is there that even those who thus
far retain full possession of health, already ealculate
the hours they still may live ; that those who to-dia_ty
drag to their last abode thepr lifeless companions,
to-morrow are laid beside them; and that those
who are dying, make themselves pillows of the
bodies not yet cold of those already dead. It is
there that we may behold the grim destroyer in
one place awaited in gloomy silence, in another
encountered with fell imprecations, here implored
- with anxious cries, there welcomed with eager
thanks, and now perhaps received with, convulsive
laughter and mockery, by such as, trying to drinks
away its terrors, totter op the brink of the grave
from drunkeuness as well as from c]zscase ’
Ihe bef'ore busy beghive of the Bagmo, there-
fore, soon became a dreadful solitude. Its spacious
nclosures, so lately teeming with tenants of every
description, now began tospresent a void. still more
frightful than its former fulness. Universal silence
pervaded those endless galleries, but a few days
before re-cchoing With the confused din of thousands
of prisoners, fighting for an inch of ground on which
to lay their aching heads., and nothing any longer
appeared that wore a human shape, except here and
there some livid skeleton, which, as if again castup
by the,grave, slowly crept alaug the clammy walls.
When hoWeyer the dire disease had devoured: all
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that could offer food to its voracity, it gradually fell
like the flame which has consumed its fuel ; and at
last became extinct. What few miserable remains
of the former population of the Bagnio had escaped
its fury, were again restered to the regular sufferings
of the place, suspended during the utmost height of
the desolation. ;

I was among these scanty relics. I who, indif-
ferent to life; had never stooped to avoid the shafts
of death, even when they flew thickest around me,
had more than once laid'my finger on the Jivid wound
they: inflicted, had probed it as it festered, T yet
* remained unburt: for sometimes thé plague is a
magnanimous epemy, and, while it seldom spares
the pusillanimous victim, whose blood running cold #
ere it 1§ tainted, lacks the energy necessary to repel
the infection when at band, it will pass him by who
dares its utmost fury, and advances undaunted to
meet its raised dart.

Not that my old master Yacoob can be quoted as
another instance in point. He too escaped indeed.:
but it was from any thing but excess’of coura.ge
Probably the plague thotight his former campaigns
in her cause as an old clothesman, should not be for-
gotten in his later acts of hestility as a physician.
Little trusting, however, to the generosity of his old
ally, who might consider the obligationsfully repaid
by the ample stock of goods she had occ§§10n:gly pro-.
cmed lnm, his mind had, during the progress qf the.

-
-
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disease, brought forth nothing but plans of evasion.
Each later device indeed miscarried, as all the for-
mer contrivances had dene before it; but this was
only to give birth to some plan still later and more
preposterous. One day, astuide on-the lofty summit
of the outer wall which surrounds the prison, he
had nearly given his enfeebled guardians the shp,
by softly letting himself down upon a heap of rub-
bish thrown up outside as if on purpose to break
his fall, when, most unluckily espied, he was hauled
down to receive a hundred lashes on the soles of his
-feet, for the nimble use he had made of them.
This castigation, if inflicted, must have ended his -
troubles. Fortunately he had laboured before under
wa suspicion of madness; and so violent a paroxysm
of raving now suddenly seized him, that sbme of
the by-standers began to think an hospital fitter for
~ his residence than a, prison. The. sacredness of
insanity saved his skin. The keepers durst not exe-
cute the sentence passed upon him; and Achmet,
to- whom a treat in his own way was since the
rayages of the plague become quite a rarity, walked
off sorely disappointed, and devoutly praying God
to deliver the Bagnio frem all such madmen !
Yacoob’s contrivatces to be released from his con-
finement did not end here. He had got by heart
all the prayers 6f the Mohammedans, and secretly
mal:le hunself perfect in all the accompanying ges”
tures. One morning, after he had attractgd the eye

=
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of a Turkish visitor of some distinction, he suddenl y
fell on his face, crying:  he saw the prophet, and
was not only bidden by him to embrace Islamism,?
but actually instructed how to perform its rites;”—
of which indeed he forthwith acquitted himself with
g:eat dexterity. The bait took with the stranger ;
but the farce was laughed at by the familiars of
the ‘place, who told Yacoob he might go to the
mosque if he ehose, but reminded him that there
wasone in the Bagnio. This damped his religious
ardour, and the vision sneaked off, as visions do.
Still did he from time to time repeat his grimaces;
and he wae always observed to invoke Allal#most
lustily when a stranger came in sight. It was cugh
rious, to see the holy violence with which on these
occasions” he went through his namaz,* until large
drops ef perspiration trickled down his greasy face.
No disappointments had power to stop these plous
but unavailing exercises.

He and I herded little together. The ordmm ¥
companion of my.toil Was a young Greek, nearly of -
my own age, but, from his less elevated stature, his
rounder features, and his more delicate complexion,
seemingly-three or four years younger. His dress,
~though at the time rather the worse for wear, pre-
served an appearance of something be}rond mere

neatness, or even costliness: it had a sort of studied,
and what would be called in Christendom theatrical
elegange. ~ His gait and manners cmresponded
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They too wore, not an air of quality, but a species
of recherche carrigd beyond natural grace. This
artificial exterior, this refinement of appearance,
were the more remarkable from the simplicity of =
mind, the singleness of heart, en which they seemed
superstructed. The varnish penetrated not beyond
the surface. Yet there it adhered pextinacieusly,
and amidst sentiments of the sincerest piety, Ana-
gnosti never fell upon his knees to say his prayers,
without an air, and never rose from his devotions,
without a grace. He himself, when aware of these
superfluous ornaments, blushed, and would have

~ giveall he possessed to shake them offs but they

@elung to him in his own despite. Sometimes I
wsed to rally him on a semblance of affectation so
little suited to our abode, and so discordant. with
his real character. < Is it my fault?” cried=he -
one day. < If the plant has so long been trained
tosformal symmetry, can the_utmost neglect itself
inrpedia.te]y recal its prémitﬁfe ease dnd wildness? -
The subject, as you may have .observedy is oneé

“which T think of reluctantly, and hitherto have
avoided with care: but your good nature assures
me of your pity. Hear my story, and judge.”

Ll
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mother to be dead than to suffer; and my little :

brothel was provided for. Still he never ceased
to weep until we arrived at Vold® A lady of that
place, who had lost an only child, took such a fancy -
to my rosy face that she bégged to have it "Her
nauseous kisses had stamped it hers already! After
my mother’s, could I bear them? My father oo
was but indjﬂ'erentiy mclined to part with his Ana-
gnosti—the only one of his children who in all his
looks and siyings reminded him 8f his Zog: but he
was poor, he thought that his loss would be myad-

vantage, and hé only proceeded on with the other

three. I staid, to cry and to be kissed:
<« At Salonica my father found that his affluent

relation had died a bankrupt, as my mothér had #

foretold. ¢ This.,’..he observed, ¢ must make him re-
turn to the labours of the field, which after all were
the healthiest. Alas! in the damp _deleterious
country to whose climate he was ‘unaccustomed;
_they carried him off. Tt was what my ]]']Eithél' knew
would happen. In a quarrel between my father and
his waywode, she had heard the spiteful #retch wish
his worthier neighbour a seven year’s ague.? The
disease only took seven months to bring him to the
grave; and this he thought a great mercy. While,
ill too, he rgmembered that one day in the fields; on
suddenly. turmng round, he h‘ad_‘%ggm his fellow-

labourees; jealous of a stranger, stamp on his shi- ¢

dow. How could he after that be expeeted to live?

¥
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At the Jast gasp, his eye lit up at the thoughts of
rejoining his Zo¢ |—and his poor Anagnosti, e was
sure, WD‘-H llqt_1®g stay behind.= C.ha‘ritable per-
gons tq_oli in the gtlfler little orphans: I sent them
the few ,-.PEDCE.?L had cellected: but alas, my little
hoard was lost by the way! -

- My own good fortune lasted not. The old Jady
at Volo who had promised toradopt me, changed her
fondpess into aversion when she found how. dearly
1 loved to play in _‘puadlgs, andshow little I Liked to
be lissed. She scolded me for being a boy ; and
sighed to think what a tidy little girl she might have
‘had in my place, who neyer for an instant would
have quitted her side. The first of these faults B
acknowledged, and observed that she might have
been aware of it before; and as dor the other
grievance, 1 told her ¢if I could not alyays stay by
her side, I could do the next best thing, wincﬁ was
n ve;;,_"tp-_'go near her again.” She made no_ reply,
and I ran away. L e

~« As T had always promised the Holy Virgin
'fgi_t]jfh]lx t$g§v1de with her whateverd might earn,
1 wmade, no doubt that she would direct me yvell in
my search for _a-_]_ivelﬁ;gpﬁ. 1 cannot think she 'diél =
.-th_g_qg]_; it migllﬁ ’b? f‘:’F my good. She made me en-
gage on board a Hydriote? laden with cor for the

 Black sea. A single family formed digcrew, from
“thg captain down to the lowest cabinboy. Butto
*.that family poor Anagnosti belonged not ; and when

K
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Stavro to sellerolls atgConstantinople, my stormach.

audibly groaned the words: *necessity had no law I’
&My a@prentlceshlp was short The very second
day of my ministry, after a flying visit from a Turk,
my master came up to'me, and said ¢ he liked me so
well thag he had determined immediately to give me
ashare in the business; and I had nothing to do—
whoever might call—but to-say that the concern was
my own.” On this my principal ran out, leaying me
in astonishment at my Speedy promotion.

““A person did call, and I did say that the con-
cern was my own: but as that person was the Stam-
bool Effendoe,5 Who had set apart that day for
weighing. the weights and for nﬁasurmg the Thea-
sures of thesdifferent tradesmen, the deficiency he
foutd in ours made him—though v8y condescend-
ing and  fanfiliar at first—end by ordering that T
should be dealt by as T dealtsby my loaves ; namely,
baked in my own oven. In this consisted the chief
advantage I was to derive from the partnership.

& My cries of “aman’” at this iftemperate sen-
.fbnc_;e,_ broughg _out"'tﬁe whole 'neiﬁbourhood. It
well knew my master’s character, vouched for mine
) without 'knowing i:_t.;a-nd through dint of strenuous
intercession moved the Effendee to such excess of
lenity, as, in regard for my innocence, only to order
me three dozen stmk%s on the soles of my feet.

“The change:, undohbtec‘ﬂy, was to my advgntage:
yet did"X feel so ‘angry that I swore rather to go
K2
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acts of the entertainment, retired to some lonely
corner to weep at libeyty, while the whole assembly
seemed Tn ecstacies of pleasure. Itds true that if

cing produced me]ancholy, melancho]ymor&than
once in its'turn prqzluced*dancmg Sontetimes, in
the “sort of phrensy brought on by the'glang of a
full band, Thave started up, and, like the Mewlewi
derwishes,? have reeled round a room full of people,
until, completely exhatisted, I fell senseless on the
floot. .

« Mo add to the discomforts of my situation, T was
‘not even allowed to retain the hard-earned fruits of -
‘my labour. *Of the gold which I gained by the sweat
of my brow not a para’ remained my own, except
what in the evening, when I crossed the eenf:etery “of
Galata, T had the address to slip mto a hollow tree
“or to drop behind a mouldering tombstone, where
the erbws often were the first to find my Tittle store.
The moment I got home from our mghtly exhibition
I was regular]y searched, ‘and every farthing found
* “about me went into my master’s pocket, as his pay
for my board, Jodging, and maintenance. Enraged
at his illiberality I one evening threw my gilt jacket
in- his face, saymng, I wished to keep nothing that
Swas his, but would goand e*xér'elsfemy talent, naked
as T stood, on my own account.” Heretpon the vam-
pire—the odious. blood-sucker—brought against me
such a bill for bestowing that talent of whish he said
T wanted to rob Him, as must have l.eft me all my

-






























3 : ANASTASIUS. 145
-
makes the master himself ashamed of his petitioner.
The rich are ever ready to accuse the poor of want-
ing proper respect, when they offend the fastidious
eye of pride by the display of their wretchedness.
Thé utmost I couldsdo, however, was to arrange
my rags gracefully; and—repeating to myself, as I
strutted along, that a man’s innate digiity of mien
and manners were a sufficient passport even to the
" presence of a King—I boldly went to the Fanar,
* and with the least possible tremor knocked at Ma-
__vroyeni’s door.

It certainly opened at my summons, but not to let
me enter. @he porter who answered, holding it
cautiously ajar, contrived to fill the whole apernﬂe
with his own person, until he had mest leisurely
sdrv_éfed mmine. While thus examined, I recognised”
in;ﬂy-‘suﬁreyor an old acquaintance. So if, seems
he did in me; for when I asked to see his master,

_he banged the door in my face, without a syllable of
reply. It was just what I myself had done a dozen
times, when: with Mavroyeni at Axgos. The un-

* couthness of the janitor’s reception, therefore, I
thonght, must originate higher: - Senyants behaved
nof thué, unless they felt their conduct sanctioned
by their masters: for d_ependa-ntﬁ know the antipa-
thies of their patrons by instinet. Hie thee hence,
therefore, Anastasitts,” exclaimed I; ¢ thou hast
no donger any business near this t]ﬁ*csholm}s 7 and
hefeupon I walked away- ' e
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-
swore 1 was the most refractory pie%e of goods he

ever had carried, and left me, in order to seek else-
where-an easier fare. :

_One street appeared to me as good as another to
die in:—and my present sensations foreboded no-
thing else. I crawled to a stepping-stone near the.
place where I had been deposited, and on that pillow
resigned myself to my fate.

So near in fact seemed my exit, that a novelist
writing my history would have availed himself of
the, circumstance happily to terminate his firstwo-
lumc;a am‘L.:o leave gge irretrievably for deadiin the

opinion 'of his reader, until my unexpected resur-
rection at the beginning of volume the second.
‘Woriting in the first person, I cannot keép my friends
in this state of agreeable suspense, or conceal froh
them one single moment that T lived on : butit was:
fo* some time in stich wretchedness, as would not
even leave the most fastidious-critic *any pretence.fo
“find fault with the proceeding. = One man passed hé
me, and anothery and another, apd several stoppe
and looked; but, when their curiosity was satisfied,
all ‘went on againg only shrugging up their shoul-
ders: «No one of my own sex offered me. the least
assistance. At last came two females, For several
minutes ere they reached my resting-place, their in-
cesgant loquacity had warned me of their approach ;
but I Was too ill to look up, and had closed my: €y
¢ Bless me,” said the one, « I see soniething aliye
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th’iré‘ s Bless'me,” said the other, “ and so do
I <« A man!” cried the first. -"‘?;A handsome
youth«I declare I cried the second. ¢ Unwell,”
I'Ej()'l'l]éd the little one: Dying, I feary” resumed
the tall one. “ How like Anastasius!” exclaimed
thé former. = “ Himself, as I live!” replied the
latter. ““ Then, indeed,” continued the other, in a
sagacious whisper, ¢ I am very much afraid, neigh-
bour, that he is not dying, but only dead drunk.”—
Enviable effects of a good name ! ;

My character was now to me a nfatter of life
and death. “ No,” said I, therefore—making an
effort-to speaR, but in a scarce audible voice it
is not'drunkenness*that oppresses me : itis suffering
_—it¥s starvation.” : :

At this speech, the women both scream cm-"’i)i'
astonishment ; both talk at the same time. | They
want to know the how, the when, the where. Tor-
ment ne not with questions,” eried 15 “butif you
have any humanity, get me conveyed to St. Deme-
trius.? Pay the five piastrés required for my adwis-
sion ; and expect not to be repaid in this world.”
Saying this, I again fainted away. _

The first perception which followed this "secxmd
fit, was that of an entirely new change of objects.
The- women had*succeeded instheir humane en-
deavours, and T was ‘lying wnder a filthy coverlet,
on a filthy pallet, in the filthy hospital in question,
next to a dead man, whose pulse the would-be
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' ‘physician of the place was just in the act of feeling, -

‘—assuring some by-standers that it was perfectly
quiet; and no longer showed any sympmm of
fever. = »

I shall not finish the plcture ‘of the dlsgustlng '

abode, where nevertheless I had been introduced
only out of sheer humanity. Suffice it to say that
under its truly hospitable roof every nuisance found
a home, medicine alone excepted. A scanty charity
was the chief support of the institution, and an un-
wieldy govesnor the chief object supported. Yet,
after a fair contest between my constitution and my
pleurisy, in which neither side reecivell the least as-
- sistance 4rom doubtful preseriptiens, the former.got

the better. 'The father of nine helpless -_orphans.

‘expited by my side, and I* recovered.

It was during my convalescence that I most forei-

bly felt all the wretchedness of my receptacle: it
was during my cohvalescence; also, that I most fally
* owned my unworthiness of a better. ¢ Buty’ eried
-1, tossing about on my: hard couch, & the deadliest
poisons compose the most salutiferous medicines, and
the direst calamities produce the best resolves. It
will be my own fault if I rise not from this bed of
sickness and suffering, both wiser and worthier !”
* Thus I spoke whilgumy pulse still beat low, and my
passions were still yeak.
AtJast came the day which I fancied would never
come—that of my release from the hospital. It
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. dawned about a month after T had entered the dis-
- mal plage. T sallied forth at mid-day; and inde-
scribable was the rapdtiure with which I first again
breathed a pure air, and beheld the whole expanse
of an azure sky. ;

Still ‘was T as much as ever at a-loss howsio suh—
sist. Absorbed in this we;ghty consideration I
slowly walked down the hill'of St. Demetrius, when
1 fancied I discerned at a distance a caravan of tra-
vellers, who, with a slow and steady pace were ad-
vaneing towards Pera, the residence of.thé Franks
at Constantinople. I nfechanically quickened my
steps, in oidler t@ survey the procession more closely.

_ First in the order of march came a clumsy calash,
stowed as full as it could hold of wondeu;mg tra-
vellers; next came a heavy araba,® loaded with :
many trunks, portmanteaus, parcels, and packages,
as it could well carry; and lastly led up themi a
gnm-lookmg Tartar,* keeping order among half a
dozen Frank servants of every deseription, jogging
heavily along on theirsworn-out jades. At thissight
the drcguemamc blood began to speak within me.

¢ These are strangers, Anastasius,” it whispered :

«%e thou their interpreter, and thy livelihood 1s se-
cured.” I obeyed the inward voice asan inspiration
from heaven, and, after smsr&emng myself up a
little, approached the first carriage.

“ Welcome to Pera, excellencies ! said I, with a
profoundbow, to the party wnthm At these words
up statl'.ed two gaunt ﬁgmes in mgl;tcaps, withy,
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spectacles on their noses, and Gegman pipes in their |
mouths—whose respective corners still kept mecha- ;
nically puffing whiffs of smu'lg:, at each pther. The
first action which followed was to lay their hands on
the blunderbusses hung round the earfiage; but,
seeing ame alone, on foot, and to all appearance not
very formidable\, they seemed after some consultation
to think they might venture not to fire, and only
kept staring at me in profound Silence. . I therefore
repeated my salute in a more articulate manner, and
again said, & welgon)e, excellencies, to Pera, whexe
you are mdst anxiously expected. As you will pro-
bably want a skilful mterpreter, give metleave tore-

AN EEe : g 5
commend a most unexceptionable person—I mean * d

~myself: . Respectable references, T know, are indis-
: i?j'i_ﬁabjle in a place where m;éry one‘is on the watch
% 'i-i_npase upon'.th'e unwary traveller; but such 1
think I can name. As to what character they may
give me; that,’—added I with a n;oc‘lest bow,—
* that it weuld ill become your humble servant him-
self to enlarge upon.” i :
At so Christian-like a speech, uttered inshe very
heart of Turkey; the travellers grinned from ear to.
ear with delight. Tt produced another short o -
sultation ; after which the two chiefs cried out in
choruis: ¢ Qui. chas' pesoin;” and bade ine mount
by their side. Phis enabled me, after a little com-
plimeni on Germany. their, birthplace, and. on their
proficieney in the French idiom, infmediately to enter
Lupon the duties of n13! office—for which L thought
L

.
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rious tone of an English traveller, newly arrived,
completely deceived me. From his fastidiousness I
made no doubt I was addressing some great My-
lordo : it was a button-maker to- whom I had.tlie'

honour-of bowing. He came red hot from a place

called Birmingham, to show the Turks samples of

his manuficsure. -~ Unfortunately Turks wear no
buttons, at Usr. auch as he dealt in; at whicl dis-

covery he feltexceedingly wroth. My ill fated back
.was destined to feel the first brumt of*his ill hu-

mour. After spending nearly. two hours in spelling
every word of every one of my certificates—¢ this

then,” said he in a scarce intelligible idiom, which
}}e!Taneied to be French, < 1s.fhe evidence of yéur
deserts?” ¢ It is,” answered I, with an inclination
of the head. ¢ And I am to make it the rule of my
behaviour#” « If your excellency be pledsed to
have that goodness,” repliedel, smirking most*agrees
ably. < Very well,” resumed  the traitor, mever

moving a muscle of his insipid countenance; My

excellency will have that goodness.” And up he
gets, gravely walks—without uttering another syl-
lable—to the door, turns the key in the lock, takes
a little bit of a pistol scarce five inches long—also
from Birmingham,. I suppose=—out of: his pocket,
snatches up a cudgel as thicksas my wrist, and turn-

ing short upon me, who stood wondering in what.

this strange prelude-was to end, holds the pistol to
my throat, and lays the cane across wmy back.
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former,— she shall find the avenger she deserves
Tet us forthwith go!™

‘*Gently, gently,” now whispered the old beldam. _
< Tt is not thus that matters of this sort are cons
ducted. If the lady, by whom I have the honour of
being employed, were one of your ordinary women
on whom the Wmd blows asfreely as on the weeds
of the desert, all would be easy enough. Females
who go out at all hours to the bath; and to the
market-place, and to the bezesteen, or to visit their
friends, do whatever they please. But cadin Esmé
is none of those, T'll warrant you. This exalted fair
one has in her own apartment baths .of marble and
gold ; twenty slaves are always ready at her nod to
execute whatever whim may cross her fancys the
richest goods of every country are brought from
‘every quarter to be spread out before her at her
toilet; hem own chamber opens on gardens whose
roses make those of Sheeraz look pale. -~ In short—
jpoor thing I—she can find nothing to want abroad ;
_and when she does go out, it scems rather for the .
sole purpose of seeing how superior is all that she
leaves at home. " Then she generally only travels
about in a close carnage. Her visits are conﬁned‘to
.two or three of hef near relations; and she so selddm.
finds an exciise for stirring out on foot, that the dm}
you met her was the first time these six ‘months she
had stepped across her own threshold. EVE‘D
_she indulges in a little exeursion of the Sort, 5]“3
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._9[ begged my instructress to make herself easy on
that score ;—< and,” added I in my turn, “there
is one eircumstance which the lady may not.be
sorry to learn; namely, that in me she will find 8
youth not only of the greatest discretion, but of the
most respectable birth and eonnexions.” i

I thought the peal of laughter never would haye
ended, into which the old hag bmk'e_out,at this
intimation. < And Pray,“. cried she, *do you
imagine the fair Esmé is in loye with you for your
musty ancestors, or means to show you off to her
acquaintances ? For my part, I mistook you for
little better than a porter. If you be & prince, 50
much the worse! It will require consideration.”—
Here the beldam hobbled off. A

% Can I have marred my hopes by my vanity 2
thought I, after the woman was gone. But though
this idea gave me a little uneasiness, it prevented
me not, from bestowing the utmost -painé,, on the
day appointed, in adorning my person, ere I went
to a place coh_veniently situated for watching the
entrance of the party into the house agreed upon.

Here minute after minute rolled on, without my
perceiving the least - symptom of the looked-for
couple. But what I very clearly discerned instead,
were loud titterings behind a latticed windows Whlﬁh
presently left no doubt in my mind that thé whole
interyigw was a mere waggery of some _c_zf the females:
who had found me ont, and were determi
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a laugh at my expense. The very description of
the lady’s grandeur now made that matger palpable
by its exaggeration ; and I held myself assured that
t@} greatest real danger 1 had to apprehend was
that of becoming the laughing-stock of the whole
district. In this conviction I cursed my eredulity,
and set my wits to work, in order fo devise how i
might turn the joke against its authors,—when a
faint. murmur made me look round, and behold two
females, carefully muffled up, glide into the place of
our appomtment :

< Shall T follow or not r” was now my Dnl_j'
thought,—% and take my chance of whatever good
or evil may offer ”

The jewess suffered not my suspense to last.
Coming out again :—¢ what are you waiting for #”
whispered she impatiently in my ear; and, without
staying for my answer, took me by the hand and
_ led. me up stairs, wherey having bndden me not to
be frightened, she left me,. and ram down agam to
keep watch while I remained.

By some strange peryerseness. of hum nature,
the jewess's seemingly superfluous caution had the‘
contrary eﬂ‘eet«ﬁ‘cm that which was intended; and,
C'Lﬁmbmed qgith Esmés ap[!rent backwardness 40
thruw uﬁ‘ her fer:djee, made me fancy I had been
entrapped with a_prectamnnster Full of this

] .gursad the Israelite for leaving me thus
‘would have given the world to have
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seen her return, even with the account of some most
urgent danger, and stood riveted near the door like

a statue,—until my expectant fair one, losing all
patience, tore off her envelopes more in anger than
in love, and convinced me of my error in doubting
her attractions. .

As her wrath did not continue inexorable, I trust

T may pass over the remaining details of this-inter-

_view, without, any great violation of my duty as a
biographer :—they presented strong features of re-
semblance with many.others of the same description;
and in truth, though the rare beauties of my mis-
tress—her soft black eyes, her coral lips, and her
carriage more graceful than the movements of the
sailing swan,—might have obtained at other times
a more elaborate encomium, thoughts of a sedater
hue oceupy my mind at present.

Irksome as T had thought the departure of the
jewess, I thought her return still a thousand times -
more barbarous, when, ere-we had time to think O_f
her existence, she reappeared, and with relentless
cruelty summoned us to.separate. * '

It seemed as if we had only just met; and it also
‘seemed as if we never - were to meet again. For. the
éxpedient resorted to could ‘not be repeated ﬂﬁd_
our faculties were o6 much- ‘bewildered to think of
any other, - Like people just ‘awaking from a YaP'
turoug ‘dream, or rather just shaking oﬁ';_&-ji )
intoxication, we reeled uhout, lost in a m ,a of
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~ confiised feelings, and able to reflect neither on the
past¥ the present, nor the future. The vain attempt
to think Was’soon given up, and we settled to com-
municate through the channel of the Israelite, when
our minds should be sobered by sepagation. - At
the moment of pﬂ.fﬁng‘, however, and when casting
onrfeach other thelast farewell glance :—*“ what can
I do,” cried the gmteful Esmé, ‘f to repay my more
than preserver, my sovereign, and my god ; what
gifts ‘worth acceptance can I bestow? Take this,
and this, and this: it is not.hlng to what I owe
for -ﬂle'fe]icityt’cgnf'erxed ; it is all I can give in re-
turn:” and 2o saying, she tore off her richest jewels,
and héaped upon.me—in spite of i:’ny resistance—
strings of pearls, rla.sps of rubies, and girdles of
diamonds.

_« And do you then imagine,” cried I, ¢ that one,
honoured by your smiles, can expect or can want a
recompense of this sort ?”

“ What signifies,” 'rephed the fair one, “ what
you expecmd or what you want!—You wanted
not the poor recluse Esmé, when you vouchsafed
te come to me. L Thave my burthen of gmtltlldﬂ to
dessen. . For my~ sake,l must give, and for mine

you must veceive.” i
Still I refused. But, a cloud began to rrather on

 th®brow thus far serene’, gleams of ominous light-
Bk g ﬂ?{shﬂd from thoe. eyes that Defore glowed

* only Wlﬁr anmixed” tenderness: < I see-it,™ cried
VOI. I. N .
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Esmé. . You love menot. You fear to take an

carnest. You intend not to return to my arms !
—and upon this she tore her jetty locks. The
jewess now stepped forward. ¢ For God’s sake,”
said she, “@ocket all, as T do. It may cost us our
lives thus to stand upon cerem;ny.” 1 therefore
yielded, took the proffered gifts, for this magnai-
mous act received a last rapturous glancc, and tore
myself away.

Scarce deigning to lower my leoks to the earth,
searce feeling the ground that bore my feet;-gliding

along on invisible pinions rather than walking, T

proceeded at* random, intoxicated with my good

fortune. In m;' own mind I soared at that moment
above all the monarchs of the globe. Constan-
tinople seemed too small to contain my exultation,
and, oppressed within its walls by.the excess of
my happiness, I went forth at the gates, and poured
out into the country the ebullitions of my joy, and
the ferment of my spirits.

Three good hours of uninterrupted exercise were
requisite to allay them ; after which 1 went home
through the street which had béen"the scene of My
forlorn perambulations, for the purpose of show’frig"
its familiars the difference in my air! -

il

Here however let me for an instant interrupt t}m ;

thread of my subject, ip order to observe - :
thougk my courtshlps have thus far oceﬂp‘mﬂ’ﬁ

]
great’portion of my narrative, if is mot the history

*of my loves, but that of my life, which I wish to

© : 5 o
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- rvecord. Instead therefore of detailing the scheme
thr(ﬂtrh means of which was effected our next
meeting, and the many others which followed, T
shall only in general state that each interview seemed
to increase the fondness of my mistress. « Every cir-
cumstance of my situation which gradually unfoldéd
itself to her knowledge, only gave me new attrac-
tions in her eyes. Above all she delighted in that
inferiority of my condition to her own, which en-"
abled me to become indebted for ease, affluence,
and whatever else appeared desirable, to her sole
affegtion. Hers was the mighty bliss of giving me
all' T posseaséd of making me all I was.
Out of comp] iment to her taste, I bestowed upon
my person the utmost attention. The berath which
“before T had,coveted Inoy failed not to purchase, and
the gold which I accepted for the sake of peace, I
laid out insuch a way as to make the libetalities of
the donor yield her eyes at least an ample return.
Every time 1 appeared a,-r.!'eiv in her presence, it was
with*some fresh improvement in my ostensible per-
son. Now and then, indeed, too plentiful supplies
proved hostile to my prudence but if an opulence to
which I had not been accustomed often got me into
serapes, it always gotme out. again ; nor left me, like
modern friends, in the diffieulties into which it had
llﬁ%d ‘me. In one of my midnight orgies—for in-
stmeq,—-abemg summoned by the patrole befare the

waywode, ¢ I was actually on my way to his wor-
L : : n 2

=
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an old debt. Pray, gentlemen, have the croodm% to
take charge of these few sequins : but only pay them
at your own convenience ;"—and immediately my
freedom was restored to me with a hundred bows
and serapes. In another froliesome mood, making so
great a noise on the canal that the Bostanjee-bashee
had me handeuffed in spite of my berath—on the
plea that it was too dark to read it:—* I have

heard,? I cried, ¢ that a fine carbuncle will throw’

out as much light as a lamp. Vouchsafe; mighty
sir, to try the expenmmt with this ring’;"—anga

at once the officer saw so clearly T was’a belatl eey
as to grant me the entire range of the Bosphorus

L

-

:.h]p, > I forthwith exclaimed, < in order to discharge -

These occasional frolics were necessary to keep
up my spirits under the depression gvhich they”

began to experience. For my intrigue cast upon
my free aggney a constraint which I had never felt
before. I, who until that period knew not what it
was to abstain.or to conceal; who even with, the
haughtiest of the archondessas of the Fanar %ised
to assert my liberty, and to mock the fair one’s 1426
now felt anxious, with t])e--prisoner of a harem; to

dissembl® the least act of inconstancy, 110Wever.=m :

premeditated. N or let it be supposed that this con-

duet proceeded from any fear of 'stopping the current
of the lady’s bounty. It isitrue that where I gave

my loye, and would have given my utmost: lqrg@ﬁs

had the means been mine; T scrupled not, with: the
»
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carried my madness to that pitch where it must
find yours commensmate, or end in my perdition,
You now are bound to sustain, the affectioll which
you have gratuitously raised: you are pledged to -
save me from despair. If, after having fanned ny
love mto a resistless blaze, you should think of for-
saking me, I die; but the blow by which 1 fall—
that same blow shall kill us both.”

The same blow did not kill both ! For when
long impunity had made me so daring as to invade
the effendee’s own roof; when suspicionsgarose in
the husband’s mind which he resolved to verify;
when on he rushed to his haremwHen right and
left flew the women's slippers, placed as a spell at
its threshold ; when open burst the door of the
sanectuary, and jealousy carried its search into the

"inmost recesses of the gyneemum; when what be-
came of the hapless Esmé, heaven, the effendee,
and the Black sea alone can tell,—not a hair of my
head received the smallest injury. That very m-
petuosity of my enemy which seemed to doom mé
to certain and immediate destruction, proved the
means of my preservation. In the very act of |
making my escape, the door which turned back
trpon its hinges turned back upon my person, and
concealed the intruder behind its friendly screedy -
till the effendee and his troop had passed by. I
then slipped away, unperceived by any ereati
within. Some slaves; however, who kept watch on
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the outside, seeing me run and ine vident con-
fusion, set up a hue and cry. " Finding they gave
me chase, I darted®into a mosque, whose open gate
seemed #o invite my entrance. §H I wanted was

ent. A few old

to throw my pursuers off the
Moslemen were in the djamee? mumbling their
evening prayers; and while the mob outside howled
afte® the a(iulbgmg, the congregation within began
to scream at the yaoor. Thus placed between two
fires; all hopes of escape forsook me. I felt asif I
must—but for some special miracle—soon be torn
to pieces ! ~

One humén measure only remained to save my
life. I drew my dagger, threw my cloak over my
P&ce, leaned my back against the mihrab,* and cried,
“ T am a Moslemin!” i

If there existed not even any positive evidence
of guilt having found its way at all into the ef-
fendee’s harem, still less did there exist any direct
proof of my being the offender. All that could be
alleged against me ywas merely circumstantial.  So
far from being found in the wifels faithless arms, 1
had not even been caught under the injured hus-,
band’s roof; At most I had displayed my activity
somewhat near the dwelling disturbed ; but, though
- this mig};t. be reason enough to massacre an infidel,
‘a follower of the true faith—however recent his
Wp&ension——demanded greater respegt.

“ From the moment therefore in which I invoked
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CHAPTER X.»

" TisTorRTANS often err in attributing to a single
great cause the effect of many minute circnmstances
combined. My sagacious biographer, for instance,
weuld not fail to place my abjuration of the Chris-
tian faith entirely and solely to the account of my
* intrigue with a Turkish fair one, and the desperate
alternative between life and death which ensued.
Nothing would be more erroneous. The seemingly
bold measure had long been prepating in petto ;
and the unexpected dilemma, to which I was reduced
may only be said to have fixed the period for its
execution.

There had a,rrwed at Pera a foreigner whom 1
shall call Eugenius. His ostensible object was to
acquire the ancient loresof the Bast, in return for
which he most liberally dealt out the new creed of
the West. I cannot better describe him than as
the antipode to father Ambrogio. For as the orfe
was a missionary of a society for the propagation
of belief, so was the other ‘an emissary of a sect for
the  diffusion of disbelief. He meditated jndeed
2 pilgrimage to the holy land, but with the view
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to prove more scientifically the fatuity of all things
holy. Reason, philosophy arftl universal teleration
were the only objects of his reverence; and some of
his tenets which £ picked up by the way had. in
them a something plausible to my mind, and, if not
true, seemed togmy inexperience ben trovati. He
conceived that there might exist offences between
man and man, such as adultery, murder, &c. of 2
blacker dye than the imperfeet performance of certain
devout practices—eating pork steaks in Lent in-
cluded ;" and, above all, he thought that whateyer
number of crimes a man might, on using his utmost
diligence, crowd in the short span of this life, they
still might possibly be atoned for in the next by
only five hundred thousand million of centuries (he
~ would not abate a single second) of the most ex-
cruciating tortures though this period was abso-
lutely nothing' compared with eternity. _As to his
other tenets, they were too heinous to merition.
Ere father Ambrogio was aware that Eugenius
broached such abominable doctrines, he had ntro-
duced me to him in the quality of drogueman, o
rather of cicerone; and the tone in which I was
received might haye made the father suspect that
all was not right. = But the father’s range of in-
tellectual vision extended not further than his oWh
nose,* and that nose was a snub one.
It was you quibbling, sophistical Grecks;
cried Eugemus laughmg, « who, proud, at the



ANASTASIUS. 187

. commencement of the Christian era of your recently

imported gnosticism, perverted by its mystic doc-

- trine: the simple tenets of Christianity.« It was

.

you who, ever preferring the improbable and
the marvellous to the natural and the probable,
have contended for taking in a literal, and there-
fore in an absurd #ense, a thousand expressions
which in the phraseology of the Hast were only
meant as figurative and symbolical; and it was
you who have set the baneful example of admit-
ting, in religious matters, the most extraordinary
deviations from the course of nature and from
human expérience, on such partial and question-
able evidence, as, in the ordinary affairs of man,
and in a modern court of justice, would not be
received on the most common and probable occur-
rence.” P | ‘

Father Ambrogio, who conceived that every re-
flection upon the Greeks must be in favour of the
Romans, was delighted with this speech, and, as he
went away, earnestly recommended to me to treasure
up in my"memory all the sagacious sayings of the
wige man whom I had the happiness to serve.

But:it was not long before hie changed his mind,
The yery next day, when I called on Eugenius,sl
found padre Ambrogio th most angry discussion
with him about the doctrine of Divine clemency,
syhich' the friar could not abide. Eugenius at Jast
was obliged to say in his laughing way, that since
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the father appeared so incurably anxious for endless |
punishment, all he could do for him was to pray
that, by single exception 1n his favour, he at least-
might be damned to all eternity. Father Ambrogio,
who never laughed, and who hated Eugenius the
more for always laughing, upon this speech left the
room: but the next time he et me alone, he very
seriously cautioned me against one who,he was
sure, must be a devil incarnate.

“If so,” thought I, ¢ he preaches against his
own trade; and his principal is little obliged fo
him for making his dominion a mere leaschold,
instead of a perpetuity.”  Meanwhil¢ I resolved
not to be too sure, and, when Eugenius took off
his clothes, watched whether T could perceive the
cloven foot.  Nothing appearing at all like it, and
his disposition seem_ing gentle, obliging and humane,
I began to be fond of his company,—until, from
liking the man, I unfortunately by degrees game
not to dislike some parts of the doctrine of which
he was the apostle. J

Eugenius differed in one respect from his brethrei
of the new scheol. While they wished to subyert
all former systems"in fofo, ere they began.to re-
adify according to their new plan, he, on the con-
trary, only contended fot the appeal to reason o
points of internal faith, and urged, in external
practi_ges, the propriety of conforming to the esta-
blished .worship ;—and this, not from selfish but

-
-
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to throw off the contemptuous appellation of Naza-
rene, and to become associated to the great avisto-
cracy of Islamgism, some time before the fair Esmé
lent the peculiar’ grace of her aceent to its Allah
Illah Allah; and though, for the credit of my sin-
cerity,.I.could wish my conversion: not exactly to
have taken place at the particular moment at which
the light of truth happened to shine upon me, yet,
all things considered, I thought it wiser not to
quibble .about punctilios, than to be sewed in a
sack, and served up for breakfast to some Turkish
shark. - "

Thus it avas that the doctrine of ‘pure reason
ended in making me a Mohammedan :—but with a,
pang I qtﬁtted for the strange sound of Selim my
old and beloved name of Anastasius, given me by -
my father, 8. often and so csweetl\,r repeated
by my Helena. -

I was scarce a Mohammedan skm ‘deep, when I
again met padre Ambrogm, whom since my affair
with Esmé T had entlrely lost sight of, and who
knew not my apostasy. ¥

% Son,” said he in a placid tome, * we are all at
times prone to passion. I myself, meek as you How
see me, have had my unguarded moments : but 1t
1s mmpossible that you should not wish to achieve
the glorious work so well begun. Supp(),sﬁ"t'h'ere"
fore we resume our spiritual exercises. Yﬂl:*?_“"’

-

»















ANASTASIUS, 19

station there for two hours every day, he pledged
himself before the end of the first Year to instruct
me thoroughly in all the diversities of the four
orthodox. rituals—the Hanefy, Schafey, Hanbaly,
and Maleky’; together with all that belonged to the
ninety-nine epithets of the Deity, represented by

the ninety-nine beads of the chaplet: In the space
of another twelvemonth he ventured to hope that

he might g6 over with e the principal difference
between the two hundred and eighty most canoni-
cal mufessirs or commentators on the Koran, as
well as examine the two hundred and thirty-five
articles of tHe cregd, concerning which theologians
disagree; and in the third year of our course, he
promised to enable me completely to refute all the
‘objections which the Alewys and other dissenters
make to the Sunnee creed; and to give me a ge-
neral 4dea of the tenets of .the seventy-two leading
heretical sects, from'that of Ata-hakem-Mookanna,
or the one-eyed prophet with the golden mask, fo

Khand-Hassan, the fanatic thotents pork and drank e

wine in the public market-place like any Christian :
50'-:as,'ﬂ1r'ough dint of so. much diligence, on the

fourth and last year to have nothing to do but to

go over the whole again, and imprint it indelibly oft

my memory. By Wi of a little foretaste of the
method of disputation in which he promised to in-
- struet*me, he' ‘took up oneof the controverted ppints;

first ‘I'alsedkhls‘ own objections against it; and then
* 02
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—as he had an indubitable right to do with his un-
disputed property—again completely overset: them
by the irresistible force of his arguments; after
which—having entirely silenced his adversary, he
rose, equally proud of the acuteness of his own rhe-
 toric, and charmed with the sagacity with which I
" had listened. > .

The truth is T had fallen asleep 2 for which reason,
when I suddenly awoke gn-the dinof his argu-
mentation ceasing, I shook my head with a profound
air, and by way of showing how much in earnest I
meant to be, with a very wise look said T could mot
give my unqualified assent until | heard bothasides
of the question. Thus far T had heard neither.

This'detei‘minagion gather surprised my doctor,
who seemed to have relied on my faculty of fmplicit
credence. ¢ Hear both sides of the question ! ex-

claimed he in utter astonishment. ¢ Why, that is
Just the way never to come to'a eonclusion, and to

- remain in suspense all the days of one’s life! Wise
men first adopt an opinion, and then learn to defend

it. For my part I make it a rule never to hearbut. .

one side: and so do all. who wish to settle theit
belief.” o - '
" & The thing had never occurred to me befere‘ but

1 thﬂllght it had in it a :.omethmg plausible, - whfch'

at any rate made me resolve not.tolengthen t the four
years’ course by idle doubts. Accordingly in the
three first lessons I agreed to every thing tlf doc-
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tor said or meant to'say, even before he opened his
mouth, and only wondered how things so simple,
for instance, as the Prophet’s ascent to the third
heaven on the horse Borak, with, a peacock’s tail
and a woman’s face (I mean the horse), could be
called in question. Unfortunatel y, when in the fourth
lesson the moollah asserted that Islamism was de-
stined ultimately «to pervade the whole globe, a
preposteroustlonging seized me to' show my learn-
ing. I asked how that could be, when, as Eugenius
hﬁ asserted, an uninterrupted day of several months
put the fast of the Ramadan wholly out of the ques-
tion near the poles? This difficulty; Whi(_:‘h the doc-
tor could not solve, of course put him into a great
rage. - He reddened, rubbed his forehead, repeated
- my query, and at last told me in a violent perspira-
tion, that if I mixed travellers’ tales with ﬂ]eo?ogy,
« he must give up my instruction.

I was too happy to take him at his word ; in-
stantly paid what I owed for the lessons received’;
and begged henceforth to remain in contented ig-
norance. Lest however I should appear petulant
to my godfather; T went and desired him to find me
a moollah that was reasonable. :

“ A meollah that is reasonable! ‘exclaimed ah
old gentleman pl'ese.n'_t, who happened to belong to
thelorder himself. & Why; young man, that is a
mast”ﬁnrcaSoﬁ'abl'e.1'equest. The Koran itsalf de-
clares the ink- of the learned to be equal in value
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to the charge, like the forest fly, when least ex-
pected. Vexatious as was the fellow’s behaviour,
my either less irritable or more sober companions
agreed not to notice it. They.would have nothing
to do, they said, with a saucy gveen-head, only,
amenable befoge his own officers, and sure to he
supported—be his behaviour what it might—by. all
his comrades. Less patidiit, or less aweﬂ-.by the Pro-
phet’s kindred, 1 swore I would grapple with the
®emir, and soil with the crimson of his.own blood,
the green rag round his thickeskull, upon which
he presumed wigh such insolence,—when, guessing
‘my intentions, he buried his sharp sstirraps®in.
hisdank and harassed steed, and: scampered away:
but not before he had succeeded in what seemed
throughout to be the solé aim of all his labour;
namely, in bespattering. me from hedll to foot
with all the mud of almost. the only puddle which -
the sun’s daily increasing ‘powex=_h§d. left 1 the'
road. : ity i oy 1
Who that—in the full pride of an entire new suit;
of which the colour has long been pondered over, -
the stuff chosen after infinite consideration, the
making only entrusted to the most skj%ﬁ;l'.al’-tiﬁtﬂé':;
the fitting tried in all'its various stages, and the
final possessiun"obtained only 4t the very- period
destined for its display—is fated to see the work of
'so much thought and labour irretrievably spoilt -
in its first bloom, and ere yet the world has been
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dazzled by its splendor ;—who, T say, that is fated
to underg‘o such a trial, ever preserved his temper
unruffled, and was blessed with feelings sufficiently
torpid to abstain from falling out even with blind
-undesigning chance ?

Then fancy my impatient spirit sabm1tted to this
trial, and that by the unprovoked malice of a fellow
mortal | But a few moments before, alas! the vest
of purple broad cloth, the velvet jacket of emerald
green, the scarlet bernoos* lined with sky-blue satin,
and the amp]e trowsers of a blushing lilac, still
shone through the mazy net-work ef gold cast over
every seanf} in the full perfection of their primitive
purity.  After parading their beauties all day long,
like a peacock, in the country, I was only going
homewatds to display them all the evening, to still
_ greater advantage, in the most brilliant coffee-houses®

in the town, when all my honours fell blasted in the
* bud, and—through the insolence of a'paltry serving-

man—evyery item of my gay attire was made to
er.p with a black offensive mud ; so that I looked
like a«ouee gaudy tulip, whose erect splendor has
been crushed by some ass’s heedless hoof. Such
‘was my indignation at the insult, and still more at
- the escape of the culprit, that I felt a positive want
of some luckless wight, on whom to vent my un-
goyernable rage. i

At that inauspicious momeut me should sud-
denly start up; a8 from the yery bowels of the carth,
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perhaps, in consequence of her apprehensions, she
only survived the birth of her babe a few hours.
The nun had made 2 solemn promise not to part
with her trust execept into my own hands. She
however sent me word at Constantinople that it
only waited my return to my deserted home. Hear-
ing that she now lived on my own island,send only
a short distance from the town, I went to claim
the melancholy bequest. I found sister Agnes
at_home, and alone. The people with whom she
boarded were gone to a neighbouring fau-

The nun had heard me described as a fair wm
" plexioned Greek boy, with a smoeth skin and
flowing locks. No wonder therefore that in the
swarthy rough-cheekeds Moslemin, w;t.h femlgfﬁd
bare and shaded lip, she :_a,heuld '
original of her faneied portr ) : %
my ﬁerce figure, standmg unanuonnced before*t !
lonely maiden, made her start with evident sm'prls&; *
but when I showed her a notesfrom Anagtaslus'“
whose hand-writing, treasured up by her fiiend,
had met her eye before—she became more €oM
posed, and gave me the history of Helena's, suffer=
ings. Touched mth a sense of shame for the ruin
heaped by my lawlessness upon this mpocent girly I
had determined, while I remained in the préseﬂﬁﬁ of
her friend, not to deposit my assumed character, but
to hear the tale of woe to the end with pretended un- .
concern. Soon howevar unbidden tears welﬂd start
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Aware himself how altered a man he became in
rough weather, he used, at the first breeze, to slink
away like the moulting- peacock, and conceal him-
self in some hole or corner, where he lay speechless
“while the motion lasted :—nor until the sea resumed
its - tranquillity did Aly re-appear on the deck.
How glad he was to see Rhodes need not be told,
He almost plumped'into the waves in his impatience
to step into the boat. But even ashore, he still
awhile wore a languid look, which yla_d_e all the
acquaintance he met ask him ironically, < with
what fair one of the islands he had left in pledge * ¢
his spirits £” 8

My reader has already classed me among those,
1 a greater inferest in the
living occurrences of the passing day, than in the
dead letter of remote ages. As a Greek, I ever
found but 1ftle motive for exultation in any researelt *
which led me to,compare the present with the past.. 4
Still, Thad learnt—vhere, I cannot tell—that Rhodes
belonged mot to the Turks from the days of the
deluge ;. that it had once obeyed a (Christian Ol‘i_iﬁ‘.-"-
of knighthood, of noble blood, high spirit, enthu-
siastic devotion, and undaunfed bravery; that @+
handful of these valiant warriors had defended it an
entire twelvemonth against the whole’ force of the
Othoman empire; and that the Moslemen at l?at;
only f'g_und an entrance to the citadel over the bodies
of its biave defenders, fallen, to the laat-.-mali:oi“nthg 3
long contested breach. ) '

vulgar beings, who take a
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surprise therefore’was great, when, from a projecting
bastion, I really beheld amost delightful view of the
city’s gay and busy suburbs, stretching with their
gardens full of orange and date trees, a.long the
winding beach.

+ “There now!” cried Aly in a coaxing tone, on
perceiving the bait to take, ““who in his sepses would
stay another moment among these black and fright-

. ful dungeons—in which all the company I could

start consisted of as sociable a party of vipers and of
scorpions as one would wish to join,—that had. the
faculty to go and investigate all the innumerable
species of d@light contained in that knot of little snow-
white fairy dwellings down below ?” and hereupon
he began to entimerate on his fingers such a won-

ﬂrous,__ﬁl_g_,_fs of all the good things of this world, vﬁhic'h"

might probably be found in the aforesaid habitations,
that my own mouth, by degrees, watered at ‘the
cata.logue, and, to Aly’s inexpressible satisfaction,

1 at last took him under my arm, and left the castle
to explore the beach

My curiosity was Soon’ satisfied, but my newly

acquired taste for travelling only received fresh ex-

citement. From our conversation bx the way, Aly
had given me a longing desire to visit Egypt, {o
which country I had flow performed more than half
the distance from Constantinople; and the com-
mander of the khirlangitsch had raised that desire to
the highest pitch, by his description of the advance-

-
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ment which I might hope for in the land of the
MamluKes. < Egypt,” he observed, * always was
the cradle of revolutions and the patrimony of
strangers; always welcomed the wanderers ywho had
no predilection for any particular soil, or attachment
to any particular home.—At present more than.
ever,” he gﬁded, % it holds out irresistible attractions
to the bold adventurer, who seeks his fortune in strife
“and confusion. To external appearances, indeed,
the country slumbers in the profoundest peace. - No
one would guess, on a superficial glance, that the
least convulsion threatened to disturb its trangullity.
The utmost wish of the two parties whe divide the
supreme sway seems thus far confined to measuring
each other’s strength, and watchihg each otherks
~movements with the eye. But this apparent sexenity
1s only the calm which precedes the storm. ,The
various clements, all _Preparing soon to fall asunder
and to assume new coﬁlbii::ationg, are reaa;r at a
moment’s warning to burst out into open strife,—
uncertain when the trump of war may sound as the
signal for battle. Meanwhile each party most eagerly:
- seeks to increase the number of its adherents by
every new sword’s-man of tried enterprise and cou-
age; disposed " to embrace its cause. Under these
cieumstances a youth who dike you,—Greek by
birth, and M_oha-mmedan from choice—_is already
beforehand half a Mamluke, and, handseme, vigor-
ous dnd varlike, still adds to his skill in martial

o -
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%‘pj‘;p'hﬁcaho,n of' exs
i

pertness in languages and rea‘;t(fi‘[.’tem,ﬂk his pen,—
wields the hollow reed as ably as the Tfé.avy spe'u, :
and can execute a delicaté commission as dexterously

exercises the more uncomn\lh %

“as'a danrrerous mandate,—is a treasure for which

all must contend.  He need only show himself on
the spot,“to ensure Opposite factions vying which
shall by the most brilliant oﬂ'er enlist him 1 12 their
foremost ranks.”

At this tempting picture, I sighed. The Bey
guessed my thoughts. T see,” said he, * what
you want, and I can supply it. Suleiman, one of-
the most tﬁtmcmshed among the present rulers of
Egypt, is my particular friend. The number of his
Mamlukes has been extremely reduced by the late.
destructive plague. He seeks every means by which
to recruit his house. For this purpose, his kehaya
at ﬂoaigammop]e, knowing the number of ports
and islands I would have to visit, gave me an express
commission to engage for his patron whatever youth

of promise I rmght find. 1 have watched you

during the voyage. You are resolute, sensible, and,
as I deem, notulikely to demur at trifles; and if you
like the scheme, T will give you the recommendatlons
to my old friend which these qualities deserve.” J
I bowed, expressed my dehght at the com-.
mander’s good opinion? and accepted his offer. Elate
at the idea of not only soon seeing fruitful Egypt, :
but pe‘rhaps mysclf some day shmmg m its annals, -















286 ANASTASIUS.

the first inlet they could reach, wholly heedless of
sk of splitting upon a rock, or running’aground
upon a shoal. Coasting from one Jeadland to
another, we slowly crept round every eape or pro-
montory on our way; and there scarce exists a
single creek, I believe, in or outside the Satalian bay, -
which we did not successively visit. When the wind
iPcreased to what was called a fortuna, the sailors
could only think of praying and lighting tapers
before the Panagia; and as soon as fair weather re-
turned, they could only dance and play upon the
guitar; nor ever thought of repairing the damage
done to the ship, until reminded of it by a fresh storm.
Stll was the first part of our journey, compared
with the latter, the flight of the swallow contrasted
with the creeping of the tortoise. In thelatitude of
Damiat, fate seemed to have fixed us to the spot for
life ;:and we ghought ourselves doomed never to pass
the eastern outlet of the Nile, even withl the assist-
ance of some more experienced sailors whom we there
got on board. Every inch the feeble breeze enabled
us to advance, the strong cutrent as regularly drove
us back ; %o that on ourstarboard tack we invarial
losg all we had gained on the larboard. Day affer
day at sunrise we had the satisfaction to find ourselves
just in the same place from whence we had parted at
sunset the evening before, The fatal mouth of the
streant seemed to breathe a fascination which no
earthly power could overcome! * ¢ - «

L4
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xu acrial one at last flew to our assistance. It arose
on the fifth day of our vain attempts, in the shaﬁ
ofa sciroc-sufziciently strong to cope with the current.
Backed by the burning blast, we doeubled the point
of the Delta in the very teeth of the perverse tide,
and thus approached the goal.” Even before we conld
discern the sandy shore on which it stands, wr!)elheld
the town of Alexandria, crowned with minarets and
encircled with date trees. ¥ e :
In its quality of 'Grecian*propert};, our vessel cast
anchor in the new-harbour; the old being reserved
for stanch. Musselmen keels. Hell.itself, as the
“bourn of a long sea voyages would have appeared
to me a very habitable place; Alexandria seemed
heaven. In its melancholy mounds of ‘barren sand
I could only see pleasing swells, and in its dismal
ruins a picturesque ruggedness. Its inhabitants,
ready to assume any hue or form at will, were a sort
of human camelions: but camelions may afford en-
; tertainmien'ﬁ by their ctg}stént chgngesf To me the
contrast between the liveliness of the Alexandrians
and the solemn stupidity of the Turks seemed qﬁite
enchanting. As I went to secure my night’s lodging
at an okkal,* T was every instant arrested by thejr
wit and repartee., How pleasant it must be to *
reside here” said I to myself. < Gay people are
always so good-patured !” -
3 The words had séareely dropped from mylips,
* when T heard at spme distance a loud and increasing _ :
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B_’aparl.ment at the okkal being secured for the
night, I went to a native of the place who followed the
various trades of ship agent, interpreter, and pilot, in
order to obtain from him a conveyance to Raschid.®
In his youth, the bustling personage had served on
board Marseillese, Venetian, and Leghorn traders.
He spoke with equal fluency the Turkish, the-Ara-
bic, the Greek, the Provencal, and the lingua
~ Franca. On entering his small aboﬂe*%ere he sat

with open door in readiness to receive strangers, I

found him gravely discussing with a Franciscan

monk, over a bottle of rakie,” the relative merits of
1s]am151:n and'®f popery.

“ Hark ye, father,” said he, speaking wn;h such a
volubility of tongue and violenee of gestare, that at
first I thought him in a tremendous passion, I do

" not mean to pass myself off for the most squeamish
of Moslemen. In my long intercourse with infidels _

(begging your pardon) I have been obliged occa-

sionally to xelax a little from the rigour of our

practices # sometimes, when fime ran short, to
mumble half* pray,er instead of a whole one; and
where water was scaxce, to perform my ablutions to

the wrist only instead of to the elbows; nor did I

always remember, when a good ‘j‘oint of meat was®

smoking on the table, and I sharp set in consequence
of a long fast, to inquire before I fell to, whether

I‘.he beast had been stabbed with a knife or’ ‘knocked
! down w1th a hatchet But, thank God ! T have never.

» \UL j ke U
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been a rank heathen—a kafr. I never, likﬁou,
believed in scores of Gods, nor worshipped idols of
wood and brass.” .,

¢ Merciful Father,” cried the friar—setting down
the rakie, already in contact with his lips :—*nor I
neither, nor any of us! How can you say such
things ?” e

¢ How can I answered the Alexandrian, ¢ but
from having jvimesséd them with my own eyes!
Who among you, I beg, thinks of celebrating a
festival, building a mosque, addressing a.prayer,
vowing a present, imparting a wish, or expressing
a want to any but St. Anthony of Padwé, St. Francis

®

of Assisf, St. John, St. James, St. Peter, St. Paul,

St. AgnesgSt. Catherine, St. Cecilia, or any other
of the saints and saintesses, whose interference quite
leaves Providence a cipher, and whose number ex-
ceeds that of days set apart to worship them? In
* whose name but in that of these officious go-betweens
are your oxen, and your sheep, and your pouliry,
and your very pigs blessed by the prigst a® the
church door? In whose honour but theirs do you
suspend over your altars silver tﬁlzelﬁ of broken
heads and hearts, of thld:qﬁ Bo_rn, ?and_..gTO“’n
«people mended? - Can your cook so muth as bake
his meat, but by favour of St. Ldurence?—delighteds
it seems, to be reminded of his own broiling on &
gridiron ! And as to worshipping woodenJmages;—

have I not seen whole shoals of Nazarenes leave the ’

[
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nice*?t, whitest little flaxen-headed madonnas whith
your toy-shops could produce, at home quite neg-
lected, to travel barefoot perhaps five hundred
leagues to some old mouldering figure, as ugly as a
scarecrow, and as black as a negro; which strange
faney you will allow could only arise from some pe-
culiar virtue assigned to the latter image,—since,
how should they otherwise try tofextract it, by rub-
bing their noddle against its greasy pate

“As to that, child,” replied the friar—taking a
fresh sip of his rakie, and pursing up his mouth like
one who is going to give an unanswerable answer,
—<“it is onfy on the score of superior resemblance
to the saint, that certain images are preferred. All
the world "knows that the holy Virgin sat for her
picture to St. Luke: and we may suppose she wishes
to distinguish the originals by some peculiar mark
of her divirfe favour.”

“ Well 1 exclaimed the Alexandrian, in astonish-
ment; “if this same virgin had been offered to me
as'a wife”—but again checking himself: and
pray,” added he, “your other saints, have they
also edch had his painter?% » e

“No doubt," replied the Franciscan. « AJI great
personages with us sit for their portralts I mysélf
have sat, both as*a Cupid and a friar.”

“The factor now got up, and fetching a httle
parcel which he gave to the pa.dre “ there,} said
(AT
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tion from the watchfulness of their keeper, wh'o-,
horribly sea-sick, lay speechless in ‘the hold, and
never opened his mouth for an§ purpose at all cal-
culated to interrupt our conversation. His charge,
inured to the sea by the voyage of the Euxine and
‘the Mediterranean, only laughed at his distress, and,
in defiance of winds and waves, chattéred away like
magpies. A T'cherkassian damsel, whose largg black
eyes seemed quite determined not to suffer from the
concealment of her other charms, chiefly attracted
my attention. She rewarded my notiee with her
utmost confidence, and gave me the rude sketch of
her rough adventures.
¢ One evening,” said she, « when I was in bed,
and pretended to be asleep, my parents began to
talk, as usunal, about the trouble I gave them. My
® mother wished me far away. My father observed
nothingwas so easy as to fulfil that wish. A Turkish
merchant, who used every two or three years to
come and collect slaves in our country, had arrived
that very day; and assuredly it was fairer that
those who had had all the expense, should have the
profit of me, rather than the neighbouring Tartars,
who were: e‘very‘day carrying off some of our girls
to sell to the Turks My mother—somewhat fond
of contra.dmtwn—-—now changed her tone, and would
not hear of parting with her only daughter. But.-
my father, telling her she was always perverse,
Qﬁ'er.e:l her -an altgrnatiy‘e between what she liked
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better than keeping; and what she disliked worse than
losing me,—a cask of brandy or a sound cudgelling.
She took the spirit$ and gave up her child. The
next day I was carried to the merchant. After a
great deal of haggling, he bought, or rather accepted
me in exchange for arms, apparel, and sweet meats,
I was stowed"on board a small vessel, with a number
of .other slaves picked up in various parts. Most
* of them had been sold by their landlords in payment
of rent. The ship proved so leaky that we never
expected tareach Stambool. By a miracle, however,
we got there;—at least, so I was told: for I never
saw any thing of the place, except the large ugly
khan in whichéwe were housed. Our owner had
. us taught here the various ﬂccom]_:uﬁshments quﬂi-
site for a ready sale—the Mohammedan religion,
music, and dancing. Every day customers of all®
descriptions used to come and cheapen some among
us. - The price set on me was what few could afford:
but my time meanwhile passed comfortably. I had
Pplenty to eat, heaps of fine clothes; and a looking-
glass to'myself. I 'should Have been quite happy
but for the' dread of being bought for -I-th_é'.tGr_sﬂﬂ
Signor, who, theysay, has so many wives, that e
Hoes not. know what to do with them, ‘and, though
as old as Methusalem, ‘yet must have ‘a 'new one
.every Christmas.  Think of being laid on the shelf
at thesleath of this old :spiﬁd]e-sﬁéh'k's, ‘ag useless
hlmb"—‘f,_ in an ancient seraglio with tr'emént_‘i’nus!)’ f
L3
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high walls—there to remain for life neither single

nor married ! This fate I escaped. The kehaya

of Yousoof-Bey of Cairo bought me for his master,

with some of my companions. We were imme-

diately shipped off in a very comfortable vessel;

hardly .ever had a whipping during the whole

voyage; and here we are, on the eve, thank God!

of reaching our final destination. Tome it_p‘g;ﬂises

a paradise. I wish I could say as much in favour

of my companions. But, poor things! they were -
only, as it were, thrown into the bargain; and I
fear will remain all their lives mere drudges.”

This 14% piece of intelligence, though conveyed
in a.very low whisper, did not esgape the quick ears
of the damsels for whom®Hamida expressed such
unac{:ep&able compassion. I thought itwould have

' occasioned an immediate engagement. With one -
accord the whole party rose up from their mattresses,
and, gathering round the frightened Hamida, abused
her for te}]iﬁg 'such falsehoods—she! a low-bred
Tcherkassian, without faith, fat, or manners—of
Georgians like them, who at home used every day
to go to mass, and ha.d‘as much victuals as ever

~ they wished to eat! But Hamida’s own mettle rose
«at the base insinuation, and facing her assailants
boldly ;. It sighifies much truly,” replied she in
an ironical .tone, ¢ from what country swe come,
when none of us will ever see it again; and vghether

we had. much or little of our religion, when we all
» ¥ i
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have venounced it alike! And as to our fat—which
is the most material point—that must be seen to be
judged of.”
¢ Then, let it,” replied all the others in chorus;
“and trust to us for seeing nothing !” and imme-
diately they all fell upon poor Hamida, foreibly tore
open her feridjge, and displayed ‘her bosom. It
might not answer the utmost amplitude of Asiatic
ideas, but I confess, though I looked hard, I per-
ceived no deficiency. - - oy
- Even before this exhibition, the keeper of the
ladies had cast sundry savage glances our way. He
now contrived, sick as he was, to crawl unperceived
among the busyggroup, and only announced his
presence by unexpectedly laying about him with
such energy as not only to'separate the combatants,
~ but to send them slinking away to the furthest cor-
ner of the hold. He then lay down before them,
and thus formed anseffectual mediator for the pre-
vention of further disputes. L
- No one remained on the field of battle except the
spectators : nawely, myself, and a single female as
* different from our Circassian as night is from day :
an Abyssinian. negro woman. - Manumitted by’her
last master, the dusky nymph had nohody mwhom
she was accountable for her conversation but her-
selfpfeared not the \interruptions of a keeper’s lash,
and scemed determined t6 avail herself to the full
of her advantages. She began by informing me,

.
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This formidable sand-bank, which muzzles the
mouth of the Nile, was announced at a most critical
moment. Immediately every other passion yielded
to terror. The Circas§ians screamed, the Turks
fainted, and the negress turned as pale as she was
able. Even after the peril was surmounted, all

thoughts of taking the citadel by stm seemed laid o

aside ; and the siege dwindled into argere blockade,
which lasted till we got to Raschid. .
The abrupt transition from the yellow aridity of
Alexandrla. to the verdant freshness of Resetta,
nslnnr on the margin of a-beautiful river, and em-
bosomed in orange, in sycamore, an@" date trees,
might give a foretaste of Elysium. I spent a
whole day in a jesmine'arbour, eating-bananas, and
drinking the juice of the sugar-cane; and, after
haying thus truly tasted the sweets of Raschid,
re-embarked on board a maash,® destined to sail up
the river, and to land us at Cairo. It resembled
Noah’s ark ; was filled with beasts of every descrip-
tion, and surrounded by an universal flood. As
far as the eye could reach, the waters of the Nile
suffered nothing to rise above their surface but the
walls of the towns and yillages, lonkmg on their
- artificial platforms, as if ﬂoa,tmg in trays on the
liquid plain. -Among the strange animals willch
our barge conveyed across this immense plash,
shoae conspicuous from the bright yellow of his

plossy !km, ashort bloated blped who, on a. head

L
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scarce peeping over his shoulders, wore, perfectly
poised, a huge flat turban, which gave the fout-

; -
ensemble the complete proportions of a toadstool;

and truly, in the eyes of the other natives, this
natural production seemed to be very much held in
equal estimation with a fungus. An Osmanlee of
Cairo—a man of unusual information for his country,
and of op‘eu_pléasant manners—seeing the wonder
with which I-contemplated this figure, whispered
me: “Cdobd is the namegthese people bear, and
they trace their descemt from the amcient Bgyptians;
but they have changed the object of their worship
from cats #nd oniaps to,gold ; and the only hierogly-
phics they preserve are these in their serutoires, which
gsecure to them the exclusive knowledge of the size,

produce, and boundaries of all the cultivable tracts *

of the country. Noz is this, in their hands, a mere
speculative and barren seience. It ensures tlfem the
stewardship of all the property of their Moham-
medan masters. More conversant in arms than in
arithmetic, we. cannot dispense with this vermin,
though it lives upon our best substance ; and every

Moslemin of any rank-or wealth, from the Schaich-
el-belled™ who farms the whole territorial contribu-
“tion of Egypt, to, ‘the smallest Aga of a ‘vﬂlage, or
subtenant of the Schaich-el-belled, has his Coebtic
steward of writer, whose accounts he understands just
as much as the Coobd understands the langmmge of
his own: p'rayers? ‘He only knows that he is cheated,
and has no way to help himself."
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Night, meantite, had begun to cast its veil even
over the nearest objects, when, on a su dden turn of
* the river, we all at once beheld at a distance before
us a most spleﬁdid spectacle. The left bank of the
Nile seemed for a considerable space in an entire
blaze, and the luminous streak which edged the
winding shore, producing by its reflexion a parallel
line of light 1n the mirror of the stream, made the
whole resemble a riband edged with fire. It {_"]it-'
tered more brilliantly from the surrounds g dark-
ness. The spot which it skirted resounded with the
incessant clang of eymbals, of kettle-drums and other
musical instruments; and, gs we apprc%chcd near
enough to discern in the fairy spectacle the effects
of a most extensive illumination, the shouts andg
* song of innumerable voices met the ear. The place
thus distinguished was Mektoobes, famous il all
seasons for its gaicty, and at this particular period
engaged in the festival of its patron Schaich, which
drew together the population of all the surrounding
districts. For almost a mile the quay was Tined
with barges, so closely wedged that one might walk
from deck to deck ; while the interior of the town
Was ‘rendered as lzght as day by thousands of lamps;
some winding in lofty spirals to the summit of the
mmarets_ethers thrown in long festoons from pin-
nacle to pinnacle, others again expanding it wreaths,
in sheaves, and other fanciful forms. As we drew
nearer the'eye was not more da,zzqed by the glare
of kight, than the car was stunned by the din of
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instruments. At every corner of a street a different
band of musicians played a different tune, in hopes
of drowning all the others in its noise; and in
every open space some different troop, of singers,
dancers, tumblers, sorcerers, or fortune-tellers ex-
hibited their different sorts of feats, with a view
to eclipse all the rest. Here a string of awalis®
strajned their windpipes in tremulous quavers, until
they grew as’hoarse as the frogs in the n'eigébouring *
rhtdhes, and there a knot of "ghazie? distorted their
limbs into as uncouth postures as if they had been
frogs themselves; and while one portion of our
passengers '__s;good_ watching the tricks of a juggler,
whose troop of performers consisted in a basket full
of serpents, another portion sat gaping at the feats
of a rival mountebank, whose chef d'euvre was
turning water into blood, and earth into vermin,
I speak not of the female charmers who preferred
for the exhibitfors of their fascinations thesdarker
places, where they excelled in ampt.ying of its last

poor Coobd m.ght give the hest account Hehad
been missing almost from the moment we went

ashore; and no one could guess what witchery had
anurecl him away, until we all got back to our
barge. It was there he first re-appeared among us;
and the ﬁrst thing he did was to untie his pouch,
in order to ascertain the da.mage it had sustaiped.
A sequin was the utmost he rated it aty and that
was fust twice as fnuch as, by his owm account, the



502 & ANASTASIUS.

thrifty personage ever had spent on similar aberra=
tions. What was*his horror when he found that,
by an art exactly contrary to that of the alchymists,
the ladies whose leger-de-main tricks he had been
too curiously investigating, had converted all his
gold into base metal. His purse indeed, externally,
preservecl its full size and weight; but alas, the
eontentg had experienced a sad transmutation ! eHis
gold was all turned into brass ! '

At any other period, the adventures of ‘Mcktoobes
and the misfortunes of the Coobd would have far-
nished materials for conversation till we reached
Cairo: but at this moment the mind of$ho Egyptian
born was sufficiently disengaged for such idle talk.
A topic of higher, more universal, and more vital
interest engaged every thought, and dwelt on every
lip; absorbed the whole mind of man, woman, and
child; and was sure, whate.:ver other subject most
~ foreign®™rom it might accidentalty be started, ulti-
mately, by impereeptible steps, to regain full posses-
‘sion of every reeeptacle of thought or words! «

This was the rise of the Nile,—the phenomenon
on whose measure and degree depended, throughott
%pt, the serious difference between plenty and
famine; ‘and whose mcrease, Eerqep'tible_{_ inch by
inch, and sometimes rapid, sometimes:slow, some-
ﬁmegwholly at a stand, kep t, while it lasted, every
eyeson the‘;;ﬁfemh, and every mind in a fever.

In “vainj as a stranger not yet embued with the
spirit of the @niversal sEbject, I ﬁ.ow and then tried
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as more able to wield a patron’s authority, and more
fit to represent his person, was, under the pame of .
Mamluke, trained up to arms as well as to attendance.
While in his master’s house, he served him not only
as his domestic butgas his military guard and de-
fender, and when manumitted, he becamesentitled
to aspire to the highest dignities in the army and the
state. The eustom of raising military slaves or
Mamlukes to eminent employments has prevailed
wherever throughout Europe, Asia, or Afiica,+a
Tartar dynasty bas arisen. Indeed, slaves of this
description, were employed by Tartar sovereigns as
their genergls and their ministers in preference to
free-men, whether of the conquered or even of the
conquering race. Torn up by the root from their
native soil, strangers to that into which they were
transplanted, unconnected with the body at large
either of the vanquished or of the vanquishers, de-
riving their existence, their support, their greatness*®
from their master alone, raised by his will, and at
his ndd again reduced to their original nothingness; -
they appeared of all descriptions of men the least
fOI’I‘Illdﬂ.l)]E to a despotic ruler, , In their llands the
power which an absolute monarch is obhged to de-
legate in all its fulpess to each of his ministers down
to the last and least, seemed most exéinpt from the
danger of;being turned againstsits author.

No device, however, has }et been dlscaveled by
8 which a single hgnd can long continue "to hold un-

VOlLs 1. . X
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Throughout every period of the domination of the
Beys, instances have existed of individuals who were
neither Slaves nor strangers, but fiee-born Moham-
medan Turks, nay sons of Mamlukes and of Beys,
being allowed to attain the highest employments in
the state. Three generations of Beys shone in the
family “of Beloofi: at this moment, Ibrahim, our
Schaich-el-belled, boasts of the great destinies that
await his son Marzook; and at some future day
you yourself, who 15 far as I know were mever
bought nér sold, may, unless prevented by prlot
claims, beagme one of our Beys.

But «a conemrrence of circumstances has nearly
effected what no law ever expressly decreed. Ac-
cording to our customs the prolific period of youth
is spent by the Mamluke under his patron’s roof in
forced singleness, and in the society of none but his
fellow soldiers. His constitution, more liable to the

senervating tendency of the climate in prop&ﬁion as
it derives from its fuore bracing native atmospl‘iere a
greater hatural filness and suceulence, is weakened,
perhaps His very imagination receives a fatal bias,
ere manumission allows him to quit his master’s
‘hotise, and to enjoy the comforts of the connubial
state. No soonewindeed is he gifted with freedom
than he segks a wife, were it only to acqm?e in the
sacredness of the harem a seeurity for. his person.
- and a sanctuary for his property : but gven on 1 this
occasion his prule and his prejudice lead him to
3 2 X2
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spurn from his embrace the woman of the country,
whose seasoned constitution might counteract the
effects f his debilitated system, and siffer him
to form an alliance only with some female slave of
his own nation, on whom the climate of-Egypt
exerts the same enervating influence. Seldom does
any progeny arise from these too well assorted
marriages; or, if blessed with offspring, and such as
attains maturity, it is in general too degenerate in
body and too imbecile in mind, to bold, and to
tlefend Jthe parental authoTity against a host of
sturdwr competitors: and for want of. '?‘,suﬂimenc'y
of natural heirs to succeed to their possessions and
their power, the m!ers of Egypt have throughout
every period of their history been obliged to seek
in fresh slaves imported from therr own natwe
realms, the heirs to their wealth, and the surcessors
to their dominion. :
Among these creatures of servitude and devotees,
" to ambition, the Abases, the Tcherkassians, and
the youths of Odeshé and of Gurgistan® are -
general the most esteemed, as hemg the hearest n
blood to their patrons, and the most eminent in
.cprporal ¢ enﬁ'uwments and warlike accomplishments.
: Renegadoe% themselves, their masters make it 2
rule, mBre in compliance with custom than out of
respect,for religion, to raise no servant to any -
ployment yho is not by bifth or from choice 3 °

Mohammedan. But this cond:lwn fulfilled, what-

-
w
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-
ever native of any country north of Egypt is willing

to owe his whole existence and advancement to his
patron, may aspire to all the advantages which an
Egyptian grandee can bestow. The Bey connects
with the artificial relationship between master and
slave all the reciprocal duties, nay attaches to it
all the reciprocal appellations, that belong to the
natural ties of which he lives bereft: he ecalls his
Mamlukes his children, and hears them call him
their father.  According to the measure of theif at-
tachment, their deserts, or their favour in his eyes,
he promotes them successively, while yet in hondage,
to all the honourable offices in his own household,
from that of simple body guard, to that of hasnadar
or treasurer; and, when manumitted, to all the
dignities in the state at his disposal, from that
of single Aga, to that of Kiashef,? and Bey, and :
Schaich-el-belled. During his lifetime he marries
them to whatever female relations of his own he can
discover, and at his death he leaves them heirs to his
wealth and his offices. So much are these adoptive
children considered as the natural héirs to all their
patron’s property, that his very wives, and sisteps,
and daughters deyolve to them, accordmg fo the
date of their creation and the eminence of their
rank ; and_ the greater the number of such creatures,
devoted to his service, defending his person, devour-
ing his property, and raised by his patronage to .

wealth and to di .gmnes a man in power possesses,
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the more the lustre refleeted from these satellites

that move around him, swells his own pride, in-
creases his own importance, and extends his own
sway. It is by the vast circumference of its base
that we estimate the height of the mountain.

Such is in Egypt the inertness of the native, and
such the insulation of the country,-encompassed on
all sides by seas or by deserts, that the domination
of the Beys, though only continued by slaves, by
renegadoes, and by strangers—by men forswearing
every tie of country; of blood, of sex, and of reli-
gion, and presenting every form of anazr'-chy, civil
war, and murder by steel and by pmsouw—yet sub-
sisted mear two centuries, without being wrested
from the feeble hands that held ¥, either by an in-
~ digenous SU]JJECt, or by a foreign invader.

At last, however, the swaysof the Mamlukes
seemed destined to decline. In the year 923 of
the hegyra, Selim, Sultan of the Turks, invaded
Egypt, conquered the land of the Beys, hung their
chief, and degraded their body: the former 1ulers
of the country were reduced to the rank of collectors
ofs its revemquie. *Attached to &Terent Provinees;
the}’ and their kiashefs became the farmers of
the territorial contribution ; while their chief, the
Schaich-el-belled, was aloge fi xed at’ Cau'o under
the watchful eye of the' Sultdn s ownr Visier.

Az an mtermed:ate power between the Mamlukes

and the Pasha, the conqueror. ereated a provmual
-
w
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militia~ It was destined to support the financial

operations of the Beys, and to restrain the political

influence of the Visier. It is true that these troops

. swore submission to severe regulations. Confined:
in the citadels of Cairo and of Djirdgé, they were
to exercise no trade, lest they should lese their
martial spirit, and to-possess no land, lest they
should acquire a local interest. Great privileges,
however, made.-ax';i’eﬁds for these restrictions; since,
in order to render his military force indbpendenf of
his representative, ‘the Sultan allowed its odgiaklces,
or chiefs, tg enact in their own private councils the
laws nec!Ssary for the welfare of their corps.

No human power, however, can be so nicely
poised, but that a little excess in some quarter will
by degrees determing all further weight to flow to

. the same side; until the balance be at last wholly
destroyed. Stationary in the country, and com-
manding a formidable force, the chiefs of the militia

+soon began to resist indiscriminately every order of
a Pasha liable to &onstant removals, and the bearer
of unsupported mandates : they ended by compelling
him to sanction in the name of the sovereign the
#atutes decreed in their own. A prisoner in the
castle, while suffered to remain at Can-o, he no
sooner gave the least offence, than he was dlsnusaed
‘without delay

The Beys were held in stlll more open .and
degrading subjection: for the Schaich-el-belled was

- " »



312 ANASTASIUS.

made, on days of ceremony, to hold the strrup to
the Aga of the jenissaries. Even the subjects of
the Porte at large experienced at the hands of this
Jawless soldiery the direst oppression. They could
only escape its rapacity by inlisting in its corps:
but in proportion as the candidate for this honour
was wealthier, and thus exposed to greater ex-
tortions, he obtained less easily the immunity which
he more urgently wanted. One half of his fertune
was generally the price of his security during his
life, and at his death the other half devolved to the
regiment in which he was enrolled ; noy, if a rich
mdmdual had by some means succeeded®to elude
while he lived the burthensome boon, could his
good fortune while he had breath, on his demise
avail his heirs. In default of.a real engagement a
forged contract was soon pmduced ‘and promptly «
acted upon. _

Thus did the militia of Egypt, in spite of the
Sultan’s edict, soon absorb all its personal property:*
nor was it long, ere, by a still more glaring infrac-
tion.of their rules, the odgiaklees became possessors
of most of the land :—hut if their power at first thus
'aained' them inordinate wealth, that wealth ‘agairf)
by a jUSt"!‘etﬂbutibn, served tp undermine their
power; and just as the Nile, after rmng till it over-
fows the country . .. ,.”

At this Omlnous smnle I took fright, put my
finger on the nau.rat.ors lips, and earnestly entreated

- © -,
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that he would tell his tale in a straight-forward
manner, without tropes or ﬁuur-es—especiaﬂy ahout
the Nile.

Jle smiled, and thus proceeded :—By becoming
landed proprietors, the members of the militia had
rendered themselyes accountable in one sense to
those very Beys who were amenable before them in
another: but there remained no longer an equal
security for ‘the "dlischarge *of the mutual obliga-
tion. ' While by the enrolment in. their corps of
every peaceful citizen disposed to pay the admission
fee requited, and the discarding of every able sol-
dier himselt requiring a stipend, the militia was
become at ohce enfeebled at the heart and un-
wieldy at its extremities, the Beys seemed to have
regained all the strength which their antagonists had

lost: for the Mamluke tribe—that indestruetible
~ plague of Egypt, that weed always alive, and at
every new subversion of a more artificial system,
again springing up in all its former luxuriance—
had, by constant fresh-supplies, meanwhﬂe-recovered
all'its ‘'yvigour. .

- Thus the differedt departments of the,state, in-
“tended by Selim to check eagh other’s pressure,
* became totally cgnfounded ; or rather, their. offices
were exchanged, their interests reversed, and the
supremacy made toflow back into its pristine chan-
nels, While the militia insénsiblg spread over the
* sugface of the Jand, to attend to its culture, the

>
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Beys again flocked to Cairo, to resume their cabals:
while the-odgiaklees had erst given to their crea-
tures the employments of the Beys, the Beys now
gave to their freed-men the rank of odgiaklees: the
public revenue, before squandered by the soldiery,
now became wasted by the Mamlukes; and what
power remained in the hands of the Sultan’s forces,
was no longer employed to resist but to protect the
Sultan’s enemies. The#spider was left to weave its
web in silence over those gilded vaults, which had
once re-echoed with the fierce debates of com-
manders; and the Pasha, who formerly had only
feared the power: of the militia, now only trembled
at the name of the Beys. A

Scarce however had this revolution been perfected,
when the daring Aly, Bey and Schaich-el-belled,
. succeeded in wresting its fruits out of the hands of
its authors. Renouncing his allegiance to the Porte,
‘md contracting an alliance with the Russians, he
Bwed i 1nto sﬂenw his colleagues, and reserved every
office for his own adoptive children. He sent bis
son, Ismail to sack Damaseus, and his son Hassan
to pillage Djedda; while h_'c"kept. his eldest son.
Mohammed at home, to bear as he could the whele”
weight. of his favours: and great it was ;=—for he
honoured him with the hand of hig sister, sent for
purpesely from Georgia; he heaped upon him such.
riches s to La.us@nm %o be surnamed Aboo- dahab,
or the father ‘of gold; and he endoWed h1m with

-
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sufficient power to create his own dependants Beys:
insomuch that at list Aboo-dahab, disabled by his
patron from rising any lncrher except by stepping .
on his patron’s neck, slew him, in order that his
work might be completed. :

Nor was Aboo-dahab disappointed in this pur-
pose. Named Schaich-el-belled by his own Beys,
and chosen Pasha by the grateful Porte, he offered
the first example in Egypt, as he did the last, of all
the «gr andeur which the country can bestow, and
all the authority which the Sultan can give, united
in the sange person :—but his joy was short! In-
toxicated unto madness by these too copiotis draughts
#f successful ambition, his blood began to ferment ;
his fluids turned to poison; a raging fever struck
his brain ; and in the midst of Acre, which he ha
taken by storm, and delivered up to pillage, one
day saw him fesplendent with glory, and the next
a livad corpse.

No sooner had Aboa-dahab Dreathed his last, than
his Mamlukes hastened back to Cairo to divide his
spoil. ~Ibrahim, the eldest Bey of his creation,
obtained with the place of Schaich—el-.b.g]led the
‘widow of Aly. Mourad, the second in rank of the
Beys named . by Mohammed, married his patron’s
own relict.  Theother Beys of Mohammed’s recent
house, Osman, Mustapha, Suleiman, and the two
Ayoobs, took, according to their rank and seniority,
what else remaiged to be,divided.  * -
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"The younger children of Mohammed’s ill requited
patron, Ismail and Hassan, who shared not m their
_eldest brother’s’ mg'latltude, had, on Aly’s death,
fled to upper Egypt. There they remained quiet
during the “short period of Aboo-dahab’s reign;
but gained strength by an alliance with two great
Arab Schaichs; those of Esneh and of Negaddi.
Thus reinforced, they determined not to suffer
Mohammed’s children to supersede the remaining
sons of Aly himself, and marched directly to Cairo.
Ibrahim, Mourad, and their party, had not yet
had leisure to prepare for the attack. ; With all
their followers they passed through the citadel,
sifuated on the utmost verge of the mount Mok
hadem ; gained the defiles of that range of mountains
whmh extends along the right bank of the Nile into
llpper Egypt, and there took that station, which
their antagonist had just ql.utted td" occupy their
own at Ca.u'o
Tsmail, received in the capital wlth acclamation,
and immediately installed as Schaich-el-belled by a
Pasha, prompt to confer the title on whosoever held
the place, lost no time in clearing his residence of
all lurking leaven of sedition. Two eld Beys yet'
breathed, owned by no party still in bemng, but
supposed secretly to favour that of,Ibrahun They
had, neverthelesss when Ismail entered Cairo, ré-
mained in the capital,—either prevented from quit-
ting it by théir infirmities,, or relyi%g..for protec;iﬂn
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on their age. 'They were friends, and saw each
other familiarly. But when Sogeir came to pay his
court, Ismail exacted, in proof of his loyalty, the
head of Abderahman; and Sogeir bowed submis- .
ston. In the midst of the customary reminiscences
which formed the conversation of men who had
“outlived all their- contemporaries, Sogeir dropped
his chaplet: Abderahman stooped to pick it up;
and, Sogeir plunged his dagger into his colleaghie’s
side.  His feeble hand, however, could not give a
home thrust, and” Abderahman, intended to be laid
prostrate ﬁ:)l ever, rose from the bloyw, and struggled
with his adversau The surrounding Mamlukes
viewed unmoved two men, seemingly united during

_ half a century in the closest bonds of friendship,
contend which should first bereave the other by
violence of the few remaining sparks of a life almost
extinct,—should first' draw from the other’s heart
the few remaining drops of an almost stagnant"tile,
and should first thrust the other into that grave, on
avhose brink botli were tottermg' This feat Sogeir
achieved. He then crawled back to the ‘Schaich
with the head demanded; but, exhausted with the
fight, fell dead in the act of presenting the prize.,

* Ibrahim and Nlourad remained not much louger
in upper Egyptsthan Ismail and Hassan had done
before them. With the assistance of the Arab
Schaichs of Farshoot and of Dendera, they de-
scended *from DprdgL, and demanded re-admittance
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in Cairo. Ismail consented, in hopes of more
effectually ending the struggle by treachery. With
the concurrence of Tzedlee the Pasha, his antago-
. nists were to be murdered in the citadel, in full
Divan. Hassan, however, dissatisfied with the small
share of power ceded him By Ismail, thought he
now had the means for ever to secure the gratitude
of the adverse party. He warned its leaders of
" the plot; and the same night Ibrahim and Mograd
with all their adherents again evacuated Cairo. As
soon as they had passed the gates, they proclaimed
all reconciliation with Ismail hencefortheat an end,
and went back to their old post-at Djirdgé. Here
they fortified themselves, and determined to reduce
the capital by famine. All provigions which de-
scended the Nile “were intercepted, and Ismail at
last found himself obliged by the impending searcity
tﬂbco]lect his few troops, to march southward, afd
to give his rivals battle. I was Hassan who gave
them the victory, by going over to their side i the
midst of the combat. Isma'il immediately fled baCk
to Cairo.

The Schaich-el. belleds popularity in the capital
had been annihilated by his exactions. Closely
pursued, he felt his situation deéperate. In hasté
he loaded his camels with his treasure, abandoned
his Tonours, and erossed the desert as a fugitive.
At Gaze he Qembml\ed for Stambool, to qeek assist-
ance from the Porte.
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As Ismail went out at ome gate of the city,
Ibrahim and Mourad rushed in at the other. Con-
tent to resume their former station, they impeded
not their enemy’s convenient flight.  After rein-
stating themselves in all their offices, they strength-
ened their party and rewarded their adherents, by
making a considerable promotion of Beys and of
Kiashefs.

Hassan himself gained the least by his defection.
This Bey, surnamed Djeddawee from the sacking
of that city, was among those unfortunate indi-
viduals wlm with the greatest physical bravery,
entirely “ant moral resolution and steadiness; by
their waverings and changeg, forfeit the confidence
of#ll parties, and to every faction alike appear
more desirable in the character of avowed enemies,
than in that of seeming friends. Whatever sacrifices
he might make'to the cause he espoused, they were
uniformly attributed to interested motives; truth
from his lips was received as falsthood ; and gene-
rmlty in his behaviour emﬂd only be viewed as
t..uimmtr The -bare circumstance of his asserting
a faet caused it gp be diserediéed, and his being the
author of a scheme sufficed for its rejection. Thys
situated, he a.lwa;y@ found the thanks of his associates
short. of his pretensions, failed not soon to accuse
his colleaguies of black ingratitude, and scarce had
Joined a party, when he afresh mcdlta%d a ¢hange.
Hisanost ordinagy converse necessaril v degenerated
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“nto a tissue of dissimulation and fraud which pro-
duced no illusion ; and his life became a series of
intrigues and of cabals which brought him no benefit.

Tired of his complaints ‘and fearing his ﬁcLleness,
the sons of Mohammed resolved to stop his Te-
proaches by cutting short his career. The Saturday
exercises in the place of Roumaili were fixed upon
to exccute the purpose.

The exercise of the djereed was over. One of
Mourad’s Mamlukes enters the lists for the game of
the jar.? He advances in the circle, takes, aim,
fires, and misses. A second darts fmward and
equally- fails. A third now tries in fls turn: his
ball goes wider still than the former from the pre-
tended mark; but 1t strikes the real one,—fom'it
grazes the turban of Djeddawee.  Every bystander
loudly laments the accident. The Bey alone saw
the intent: he saw his death-warrafit signed. - Im-
~mediately he calls round him his Mamlukes, and
frgm their close pressed circle raises the cry of war
and the sword of defiance. His suite all draw their
sabres: so do Mohammed’s children. The games
cease; the fight commences: the few remaining ad-
hflents of Ismail join: the banners.of Hassan. -~ .

Three entire days did every.gtreet of Cairo in
turns become the field of battle. = Three entire
days did every stone of the capital in tuyns streait
with® blood. 2 At last Hassan felt his stleﬁgﬂl give
way, and daw his au])pnrtm s. fall, off one by (one-



e ANASTASIUS. 821

On the point of being overwhelmed by his €nemy’s
superior force, he gathers together a small troop
which he still could rely upon, and breaks through
the very midst of his assailants. With a speed
which nothing could slacken, he gains the vast
suburb of Boolak, on the Nile, and there seeks
shelter in the house of an old friend, of the Schaich
Damanhoori. The sanctity even of that distant
asylum is disregarded, and the approach invested,
a few minutes after its gates had received the noble
fugitive. i
For a whjle however, intrenching himself behind
the inclosure of his fortress, Hassan gallantly stands
the siege, from every window and battlement of the
‘edifice pours down upon Mourad’s satellites every
species of murderous implement, and makes many
a foe atone with his life for the relentless pursuit.
But after more.than an hour’s strenuotls defence,
he beholds from, the top of the building the door
- burst open, and the entire hostile torrent rush in at
once. He now resolves to quit the hopeless contest,
and to save himself by flight. Mounting on the
terrace of the mansion no longer secure, he thence
clambers on the roof of a neighbouring house.,
From that, pa.ssés on, tothe next, and in this man-
ner vaults from terrace to terrace,* and climbs from
roof to roof-—-r-@meﬁmes scaling almost inaccessible
- heights, at others leaping doswn awful ErecipieéS,
+ and af, others again clearing frightful chasms—till
VOL. I, : *y
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at last e gains the furthermost of the habitations
that form a connected cluster. Here he finds his
acrial progress _.stop?;ed; and from the summit of
this final promontory again is compelled to descend
to the regions below, and to return to the level of his
pursuers. From the terrace he lets himself down
into the attics; from these into a lower floor: gains
the top of the stairs, runs down an hundred steps,
reaches the hall, and opens the entrance door. In
the very porch stood sentinel a hostile Mamluke of
gigantic stature, waiting his arrival to intercept his
passage: him he fells with his sabre at a single
blow, and mounting the Mamluke's fown steed, he
rides back at full speed to Cairo. But at every
turn his antagonists were watching, They soon
espy his escape: and in a moment he heard the
whole troop again close at his heels, Danger seemed
§0 Jend him wings. He reaches Cairo the first,—
though scarce by the distance of a pistol shot.

Cleé_lring the crowded entrance of the citys and

« pushing up the main street, he rushes, as sooa a3

opportunity favours, into the midst of the most

populous and busy district; runs pp.-.-__oge;nﬁthF'

lane, and down another. As he enters a dey divi-

sion, he causes its gates to be. shut beh},ﬂdh““’ .
in order to delay the progreés' of his pursuers:

Meeting a string of camels carrying ¥vater, he rends

~ open the skins with, his dagger, to increase the -+
S_.]iPPery ‘ﬁéothness-of the paveléneﬁt_. Comi{I_lg up 4

-

& -
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with a file of ‘arabas, conveying a we‘ﬂdiliié, he tilts
over the waggons to bar the passage. No throng
of human beings, however great, stops his career.
‘His vatagan cufs its way through the thickest
cluster of passengers. Overthrowing some, trampling
others under foot, he still advances uns]‘ckened in
his speed. Every where warning shouts announce
his approach; every where sereams of terror pre-
cede his rapid steps. At sight of him' the horror-
struck mob flies in every direction like chaff' before
the hurricane; and his wide cireuit frequently
bringing glm back to the same places in which he
had appeared before—but each time more pale,
and ghastly, and covered with blood than before—

‘he at last begins to be viewed as his own ghost,

still continuing the flight of, the body. It was a
stupendous thing to behold a vast capital, succes-
sively filled throughout each of its numerous quar-
‘ters, from one end to the other, with ever increasing
terror =and dismay, by the appearance of a single
man,—ang that man himself a fugitive, only darting
by like a meteor; just heard, just seen, and then
agﬁml disappearing.

~ Hassan’s streggth now begins to fail him. Hjs
-horﬁe is teady to"drop. His pursuers,—wbu for a

* while Had lost his track,—guided by the clamour

of the mob at* his appearance, again recovgr the
scent. They gain ground upon him so fast, *that
- > . : 2 -
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‘What could Ash-har do? when a son of her bro-
ther, and a brotffer of her first husband, humbled
to the dut, implored her fo save his life !

She swore to protect him, while he remained in
her sight; and in her presence none durst lift his
hand against the supplicant. Even Ibrahim her
husband consente® to respect his hated existence,
until he again should go forth from the shadow of
his roof.

- But Mourad appears! Fpgrious from his nu-
merous disappointments and Hassan’s hair-breadth *
escapes, he demands possessibn of his vietim, or
threatens tovabandon his party. The Schaich-el-
belled wavers, and at last consents to cast a stain
upon his. character, in order to satisfy his colleague.
In defiance of the laws of hospitality he insists on
Hassan’s quitting his habitation, content to receive
a safeguard to the frontiers of Egypt. The Bey
was not in a condition to decline the specious offer.
" Accompanied by a numerous escort, he takes leave
and departs. But what is his new dismay, when
he learns on the road that his destination is the
: very t@fmm Arabia, once the scene of his devasta-
tions! To turn him adrift antong the injured
populace of Djedda was to devote him to a death
more cruel than tife fate from which he had fled.
On the least resistance, however, to thegnandate _of
his enemies, he was to be killed on the spot. bHe
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the oasis of Sewa, rejoined Hassan near the Cata-

~ racts. Elther chief had gained too little by deserting
the other] not to meet his former rival with willing
heart half way. Common disappointment for this
time riveted the union of the Beys. They agreed
to consign to oblivion the past, and for the future
never more to abandon each other,

Thus far,—added my Osmanlee,—the engage-
ment has remainedy inviolate. Three years and
more the sturdy veterans have continued to live
together in undisturbed possession of Es-souan,
the furthest place in the Said, on this side the falls.
Too weak to molest the chiefs at Cairo, and too
“near the confines of Nubia to fear their molestation,
they are watched, but are left quiet.  All the land
on either side *the river, their small district ex-
cepted, obeys Ibrahim and Mourad. These chiefs
s«reign uncontrolled at Cairo, and heavy is the yoke
which they impose upon the provinces. But it
bears alike on every one, and therefore appears less
galling than the partial miseries of a civil war.

.People pray for an o&)pres'sidn which prevents their
"belng' torn limb from limb, in the strife of contend-
1ng parties,

Here efded the long narration. of my Cairéen
friend,—and }n‘gﬂ time it was. Already rose in sight
the vast pyramids to the right, and the castle of Cairo
on our left. Each passénger began to collect his
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