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Dr. M. Varadarajan
a humane scholar

_ FroM a mere taluk office clerk, he rose to the
prestigious position of a Vice-Chancellor. But before
the frail-looking khadi - clad scribe donned the
ceremonial robes of_ the Vice - Chancellor, he had
acquired a Ph. D. in Tamil (the first in Madras
University), joined the ranks of eminent authors who
ushered in Tamil renaissance and won the hearts of
thousands of students and teachers.

This was Mu. Va — Dr. M. Varadarajan —
who passed away last month abruptly ending a
glorious academic career. After his death, as one
talked to his friends and admirers, one got the impres-
sion that his endearing qualities as a man and teacher
formed the most outstanding aspect of his personality.
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His kindness and concern to all those who came in contact
with him seems to be legendary. His numerous friends and rela-
tives remain grateful for some little help or other he did to them
at the right time. He was the hero of thousands of young men and
women, many of whom had been his students. He took a fraternal
interest in his students and helped them solve their academic as well
as domestic problems. Once a handicapped student—he had only
two fingers on his right hand—met him after making unsuccessful
attempts to join the M.A. course insome college or other. The
colleges rejected him saying he could not cope with the studies on
account of his handicap. Mu. Va. straightway asked him to
demonstrate his capacity to write with his two fingers and when
he found the boy could write really fast, he admitted him to the
M.A.course.

Mu. Va. remitted the tuition fees and examination fees for
his students who could not afford to pay. Itis stated that a
young man who worked in the Post and Telegraph department and
attended the part-time Tamil degree course had to abandon it as
he could not remit the fees. Finding the young man, who happened
to be a promising student of his, absent. Mu. Va. learnt he had
dropped out because of financial difficulties. He promptly paid
the fees for the student and asked him to attend the classes. After
completing his studies, the former postal employee has become a
Professor in Malaysia.

Dr.Varadarajan shunned publicity and was so modest that
there were occasions when he did not tell his own family members
about his achievements. When he was conferred a Doctorate by
the Illinois (US) University, excepting a handful of his intimate
friends nobody knew about it. Hisfamily members came to know
about it long after the event. He was the first Tamil scholar and
writer to be honoured by an American University.-

A greﬁt lover of Nature, his boyhood days were spent
wandering over the Javvadu Hills near Tirupattur (North Arcot
District) where he studied. As the Vice - Chancellor of the Madurai
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University, he attached special importance to tree-planting. Rows
and rows of.mango trees, long lines of coconut, palm and neem,
guava and other species were planted during his regime to provide

shady avenues.

Dr. Varadarajan began to repose faith in nature cure when
as a young man he tried with success the method to get rid of the
consumptive disease from which he was suffering. In fact, his
belief in nature cure was so steadfast that in his last days when
he was suffering from a heart attack he refused to take modern
medicine. Although all his three sons were allopathic doctors
he insisted on getting over the crisis by nature cure. When it
failed him, he told his sons that even allopathic medicines would
not succed. This became true: he did not respond to the medicines
and passed away some hours after admission to hospital. He
adopted the Gandhian approach not only in regard to curing his
ailments but also an leading a simple life. He always wore khadi.
He overcame a challenge to his faith in khadi. Once, as a young
clerk in Tirupattur taluk office, he had to meet the British collector
and hand over some papers to him. His colleagues in the office
advised him not to wear khadi when he went to see the Collector.
Those were the days when the Government frowned upon people
who wore khadi and government employees clad in khadi wear
considered to be anti-British. Young Varadarajan laughed at the
idea that the powers-that-be should object to the dress worn by a
clerk. He met the Collector fully dressed in khadi.

He had to his credit over 70 books, offering an interesting
and varied fare — literary research, novels. dramas, short stories,
not to speak of the numerous essays on character-building and
good citizenship. Dr. Varadarajan’s commentary on Tirukkural
registered record sale of lakh copies. His novels mirrored life in
modern times and enriched contemporary Tamil literature. He
was acclaimed as a master artist in the genre of social novels in
Tamil. He used the valuable literary technique called ‘‘amplifica-
tion” which is very useful in enlarging the reading interests of the-
neo-literates who are coming up in their millions thanks to free -
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education. Hisnovels generally dealt with the complex problems
faced by the youth; the evil effects of money power on society; the
shortcomings in family life in modern times; the emancipation of
woman and nobilityvof woman-hood.

Mu. Va did not believe in talking. He rarely accepted
speaking engagements,although he was a fluent speaker, because he
felt talking was a waste of time. On the other hand, he thought,the
time devoted to writing would be useful to posterity.
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